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I. Early Days and Settlers 
1893 to 1910 

The first recorded Catholic mass 
in the Fort Lauderdale area was said 
by the Reverend Father A M. Fontan 
at Frank Stranahan's New River 
Camp on December 25, 1894. It was 
said to a congregation of Bay 
Biscayne Stage Line transit passen
gers, visiting sportsmen and one or 
two local people. Probably few, if any, 

by Merrilyn C. Rathbun 

of the congregants were Catholic.1 

The first known Catholics to re
side in Fort Lauderdale were 
Philemon and Lucy (Louisa 
Catherine)(Murray) Bryan. The 
Bryans, with their children and col
lateral relatives, were among Fort 
Lauderdale and Broward County's 
earliest families . The large Bryan 
family had migrated from Georgia to 
north Florida in the 1820s, settling 

Fort Lauderdale's and Broward County's oldest Catholic church, 
St. Anthony, was officially established as a parish in 1921. The parish 
school - also the city's and county's oldest - opened five years later. The 
story of Fort Lauderdale's Catholic institutions, however, reaches even 
further into the region's past, to the first recorded religious service on the 
banks of New River in 1894 and the creation of a congregation as a mis
sion from Miami's Church of the Holy Name in 1913. From the begin
ning, St. Anthony's history has been tightly intertwined with that of the 
surrounding community and has included such figures as members of 
the pioneer Bryan family, boomtime architect Francis Abreu and several 
of southeast Florida's most noted early priests. 

Author Merrilyn C. Rathbun has had a longtime interest in the 
architectural history of Fort Lauderdale. A graduate of Cornell Univer
sity, she is currently employed as Research Assistant at the Fort Lauder
dale Historical Society. This article is adapted from her successful nomi
nation of St. Anthony School to the National Register of Historic Places. 
She continues to work on all facets of historic preservation. 

first in Hamilton County and later 
dispersing to Volusia and other cen
tral Florida counties.2 

Philemon N. Bryan was a busi
nessman, first mayor of the town of 
New Smyrna and groves man in 
Volusia County. The great freeze of 
1895 wiped out all seven of his or
ange groves and put his four packing 
houses out of business. Bryan, 
through his work as an orange 
grower, was acquainted with oilman 
and hotel and railroad magnate 
Henry Flagler, who was then extend
ing his Florida East Coast Rail way 
to south Florida. Flagler asked 
Philemon Bryan to undertake the job 
of building the roadbed north from 
the New River to Pompano.3 

Philemon and his two sons, nineteen
year-old Reed Asa and seventeen
year-old Thomas Murray, brought 
four hundred black workmen, hired 
in Volusia County, down to the New 
River site by sailboat.4 

Other Bryan family members fol
lowed Philemon to the district. 
Franklin Americus Bryan, 
Philemon's halfbrother, began farm
ing in the Snake Creek region near 
Hallandale; eventually, Frank Bryan 
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Father Ambrose Fontan, S.J. (left), founding pastor of the Church of the Holy Name (later GESU) in Miami, 
celebrated the first mass in Fort Lauderdale at the Stranahan camp (right) in 1894 (Fontan photo courtesy 
of GESU Catholic Church; Stranahan camp photo courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

became chairman ofthe Dade County 
Commission and, later, first Clerk of 
the Broward County Court. 
Philemon and Frank's cousin, John 
Milton Bryan, Sr., and his sons, John 
M., Jr. and Nathan, set about farm
ing in the Big City Island area west 
of Dania. Nathan P. Bryan moved to 
Jacksonville and later became a 
United States Senator from Florida; 
as chairman of the first State Board 
of Control, he was instrumental in 
fixing Gainesville as the site for the 
University of Florida. In 1920 he was 
appointed Circuit Judge of the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals by President 
Woodrow Wilson.5 

The Bryan family was largely 
Methodist in religious persuasion. 
However, when Philemon married 
Lucy, the convent-bred daughter of 
the Catholic Murray family of New 
Smyrna, he apparently converted to 
her faith.6 There was also a marriage 
connection between Murrays and the 
John Milton branch ofthe Bryan fam
ily-Guilda Rose Murray, daughter 
of Lucy's brother Thomas Jefferson 
Murray ofVolusia County, married 
John Milton Bryan, Jr.7 

After completing his work for 
Flagler, Philemon Bryan began farm
ing near Fort Lauderdale. By 1897 
he owned 120 acres in the New River 
vicinity; six acres were planted with 
orange trees and four and one half 
acres were given over to tomato 

crops. Both of Philemon Bryan's sons 
farmed with him, but it was the el
der, Reed Asa, who was to make ag
riculture and the development of 
farm lands his life's work. 

In 1900 Philemon Bryan pur
chased Block C of Fort Lauderdale's 
fledgling downtown, where he built 
a small hotel. This was the impetus 
for younger son Tom's career; he be
gan to look for ways to promote the 
urban expansion of the region. In 
time, Tom built the first ice plant, 
started the electric company and dis
covered that he could have telephone 
lines strung on his electric poles for 
the first phone company.8 

II. Political and Economic 
Development 1911 to 1920 
By 1910 Fort Lauderdale's popu

lation had reached 143.9 Stranahan's 
one-story trading post had been re
placed by a handsome two-story Ba
hamian-style house built by another 
former Volusia County man, E.T. 
King. The trading post business had 
evolved into Stranahan and Com
pany; it was now located on Brickell 
Avenue, the town's small, thriving 
business district. The Florida East 
Coast Railway docks at the foot of 
Brickell were shipping a growing vol
ume of farm produce from the area. 
The Fort Lauderdale State Bank, 
with Frank Stranahan, wh o had 
acted as town banker in the old trad-

ing post days, as president, had re
ceived its charter in 1910; Tom 
Bryan was a bank board member. In 
1908, Philemon Bryan had replaced 
his earlier hotel with the New River 
Inn, also built by Ed King. Andrews 
Avenue, which had been bridged in 
1904, was becoming a major thor
oughfare.10 

The spur for all of this develop
ment was Governor Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward's championship 
of Everglades drainage, a major 
plank of his 1904 gubernatorial cam
paign. Once the project was autho
rized by the state legislature, 
Broward, who was distantly related 
to the John Milton Bryan family, 
hired Reed Bryan, as a man who 
knew the locality, to superintend the 
work.11 Reed directed the construc
tion of two steam-operated dredges 
across the New River from his 
father's hotel; then he started work 
on the North New River Canal.12 

A direct result of the drainage 
project was the 1911 land lottery at 
Progresso, Richard Bolles' Florida 
Fruit Lands Company's develop
ment, which drew national attention 
to Fort Lauderdale. By 1911 the town 
had two newspapers, William Heine's 
Fort Lauderdale Herald and George 
Mathews' Fort Lauderdale Sentinel. 
Incorporation of the town was the 
most significant event of the year; the 
little burg now had a mayor, a town 



4 - Broward Legacy 

council and embraced one and one
half square miles of land. William 
H. Marshall served as the first 
mayor; Ed King, W.O. Berryhill, 
W.H. Covington, W.C. Kyle and Tom 
Bryan were elected as town council
men.13 

Residents of outlying districts 
have always been convinced that 
their interests are neglected by those 
at the center; Fort Lauderdale civic 
leaders, being no exception, started 
a drive to separate from Dade 
County. A committee comprised of 
M.A. Marshall of Dania, and W.O. 
Berryhill, Reed Bryan and George 
Mathews of Fort Lauderdale was in 
Tallahassee in May 1913lobbying for 
the county division.14 

Committee member Mathews, 
the Sentinel publisher, had just run 
for the office of mayor against the in
cumbent W.H. Marshall.15 An expe
rienced journalist who had owned 
two newspapers prior to his purchase 
of the Sentinel, Mathews clearly un
derstood the value of media owner
ship in a political fight; the mayoral 
campaign was largely conducted in 
the pages of the Sentinel. 

Colonel Mathews was an admirer 
of Thomas E. Watson, the Georgia 
populist politician and editor who, at 

Colonel George G. Mathews 
(courtesy of Fort Lauderdale His
torical Society). 

Lucy and Philemon Bryan in front of the New River Inn, ca. 1918, 
with grandchildren (left to right) Reed A. Bryan, Jr., PerryN. Bryan 
and James H. Bryan. · 

that time, had a winter home in Fort 
Lauderdale. One of Mathews' cam
paign arguments was " ... the injustice 
of private ownership of public utili
ties."16 Councilman Tom Bryan had 
just sold his ice and electric plant to 
Southern Utilities. Bryan protested 
Mathews' criticism of the sale in a let
ter to the newspaper, which Mathews 
published and answered at length in 
his editorial column. Colonel 
Mathews, the populist, the outsider, 
won the election, becoming the town's 
second mayor.17 

Mter some delay, the house and 
senate of the state legislature ap
proved the county division in May 
and June 1913; now all that was left 
was ratification by the voters. Dania 
and Hallandale were considered to be 
crucial to the success of the plan. The 
committeemen were confident that 
they had the support of the voters of 
both communities. They were wrong; 
the vote failed in both towns.18 

Other blows struck the commu
nity. In 1912 the Brickell Avenue 
business district had largely burned; 
in 1913 the town's largest hotel, 
which had escaped the previous 
year's fire, went up in smoke. These 
hurdles, however, did little to 
dampen the sense of optimism en
joyed by Fort Lauderdale's civic lead
ers. Between 1914 and 1916, the 
town argued, and eventually won, its 
first court case, a suit to gain ripar-

ian rights from Mary Brickell, who 
had retained the rights as she sold 
her riverfront property in Fort Lau
derdale.19 The town fathers also con
tracted with the Champion Bridge 
Company of Wilmington, Ohio, for a 
new bridge on Andrews Avenue, 
which was completed in December 
1915.20 

By April of 1915 Fort Lauderdale 
leaders made another-this time suc
cessful-attempt at county division. 
On April 30 the Sentinel announced 
that Fort Lauderdale was the new 
county seat. In the same issue 
Mathews commended the work of 
Tom and Frank Bryan; the Bryans 
had used their influence in Dania and 
Hallandale where the vote was again 
cruciaJ.21 The Colonel was no longer 
mayor; the term was for one year. 

Before the new county went into 
effect on October 1, a religious con
troversy engulfed the Fort Lauder
dale school. The new county had 
named a Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and a school board, and 
each town had elected a slate of 
school trustees.22 Among the new 
teachers the Dade County School 
Board assigned to Fort Lauderdale 
was Julia Murphy. The Fort Lauder
dale school trustees refused to accept 
Miss Murphy as a teacher after dis
covering that she was Catholic.23 A 
public meeting, chaired by editor 
Mathews, was called to consider the 



trustees' refusal of Miss Murphy. 
The assembly voted 181 to seven to 
uphold the trustees' refusal.24 

Miss Murphy's pastor in Miami, 
Father Clifford McLaughlin, then 
approached Frank Stoneman, editor 
of the Miami Herald, who roundly 
condemned the Fort Lauderdale ac
tion in a series of articles in his news
paper. Father McLaughlin also 
apprised the recently-installed 
Bishop of Saint Augustine, Michael 
J. Curley, of the situation. The bishop 
sent copies of Stoneman's articles to 
every newspaper in Florida and not 
a few outside the state. Curley also 
wrote a letter of protest that was 
widely printed. 25 The school trust
ees' action drew severe criticism from 
across the state. In the Sentinel, edi
tor Mathews reproved critics of the 
trustees' action, saying among other 
things, "Thank God, the people are 
waking up .. . We will no longer stand 
for the Catholics to receive eighty
five per cent of the salaries paid by 
this government."26 The situation 
was ensnared in politics, a prelude 
to the coming 1916 elections. 

The community was still feeling 
the deleterious effects of the allega-

CHURCHES 
(White) 

All Saintt;; Episcopal-Rev R D 
Tracy rector 

Baptist-Deerfield. Fla. Rev W S 
Gibson pastor · 

Catholic-Rev Father ~[cLnughlin 
pastor 

Episcopal-Dania, Fla, Rev R D 
Tracy rector 

First Baptist-Rev A E Atchison 
pastor . 

Methodist-Dania, Fla, ReT .T A 
.,Vales pastor • 

Methodist (!'."orth) -(l\'·1 pastor) 
Methodist (Southl-Rev J A Wales 

pastor 
Presbyterian- Rev H E Dunning 

.pastor 
'C'nlon-Hallandale, Fla 

(Colored) 
Baptist-Bryan av 
Baptist-Hallanda~e. F'la 
Eplscoal- Hallandale. Fla 
;,\It Herman A M E-Rev H \V Gary 

,laS~Qf 

Mt Olive Baptist-N Brickell av 
St Christor>her Episcopal-Bryan av 
St .John's A l\1 E Chapel-:-\ :\letcal! 

This listing of Broward County 
churches in the 1920-21 Fort Lau
derdale City Directory was the 
first to note the Catholic congre
gation. 

tions of fraud in Richard Bolles' 
Progresso land lottery, which had 
been criticized as a scheme to sell un
derwater lots in Florida to the un
wary. The nationwide negative 
publicity the scheme had received 
compromised the entire Everglades 
drainage project. Now Lauder
dalians with an interest in the town's 
development were faced with further 
damaging publicity from the Murphy 
incident. 

In 1913 Fort Lauderdale's small 
Catholic congregation had purchased 
a house at Valentine and South Third 
Street (now Southeast Third Avenue 
and Southeast Seventh Street) for 
use as a church. Father Clifford 
McLaughlin, S.J., from Miami, said. 
mass once a month at the remodeled 
cottage. In 1916 fifteen ladies formed 
an Altar Society to pay off the re
maining indebtedness of $96.00 on 
the cottage. The ladies held bake 
sales and bazaars; on Thursdays they 
somehow got themselves across New 
River Sound - it was not bridged 
until 1917 - to sell lunches to 
beachgoers in front of the bath
house. 27 Perhaps the ladies crossed 
by "pop" boat, small ubiquitous ves
sels with the motor housing in the 
center of the craft, so-called because 
of the loud popping noise their en
gines made. 

Sidney J . Catts, candidate for 
governor in 1916, arrived in Fort 
Lauderdale in December of 1915 and 
spoke to the town's school children. 
Colonel Mathews editorialized on his 
visit that " ... he showed the danger 
that menaced this nation from the 
Catholic Hierarchy."28 Anti-Catholi
cism and anti-immigration proved to 
be the text of the coming election. 
Catts and incumbent governor Park 
Trammell, who was running for the 
U.S. Senate seat held by Bryan 
cousin Nathan P ., embraced the na
tivist positions. 

George Mathews campaigned on 
behalf of Catts and Trammell. He 
traveled to Jacksonville to speak at 
a Baptist church, but the minister of 
that church objected to his pulpit be
ing used for an anti-Catholic dia
tribe.29 At about the same time that 
Mathews was in Jacksonville, Sena
tor Bryan was denouncing the 
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Guardians of Liberty, a nativist or
ganization which was strongly influ
enced by Tom Watson and actively 
supported Catts and Trammell. 
Throughout the campaign Bryan's 
opponents, relying on a 1914 contro
versy when the Senator had obtained 
the appointment of a Catholic post
master of Jacksonville, portrayed 
him as unduly influenced by Rome. 30 

Interestingly enough, the Senator's 
Catholic kin never became an issue 
in the campaign, although the con
nection was certainly known to 
George Mathews and through him to 
his nativist allies, possibly including 
Tom Watson. 

While Lucy and Philemon Bryan 
and at least one daughter, Florence 
Bryan Barrett, were practicing 
Catholics, neither Tom nor Reed were 
in their later years.31 If knowledge 
of the Bryan family's Catholic connec
tion had become public, the informa
tion might have been used against 
the Senator in the campaign. Since 
Tom Bryan chose not to run for of
fice that year, as a private citizen his 
parents' religious preference was no 
one's business. The Colonel did not 
relish direct personal confrontations, 
and did not risk printing such private 
information in his paper. But Nathan 
Bryan lost the election in any case; 
Catts and Trammell were elected 
governor and U.S. senator respec
tively.32 

III. Expansion, Land Boom and 
Establishment of 
Saint Anthony Parish 
1920 to 1928 
Between 1910 and 1915 the popu

lation of Fort Lauderdale increased 
from a few hundred to almost two 
thousand (1,870).33 Now, the town 
was on the verge of a much greater 
expansion. Tom Bryan and S.P. 
Snyder had completed Las Olas Bou
levard to New River Sound in 1917, 
and the sound had been crossed by a 
swing bridge from the Champion 
Company. D.C. Alexander, who had 
purchased Tom Watson's beach prop
erty in 1913, was platting Las-Olas
by-the-Sea, south ofthe boulevard.34 

Hugh Taylor Birch, the owner of 
beach property north of Las Olas, 
who was popularly considered some-
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what hostile to development, never
theless platted Birch Ocean Front 
Estates on the beach. 35 

Mter discovering Miami Beach, 
Carl Fisher, the Prest-O-Lite and In
dianapolis Speedway founder, had 
returned to the north enthusing 
about the development potential of 
south Florida. In 1920, Joseph W. 
Young, also of Indianapolis, began 
buying property south of Lake Mabel, 
near the natural inlet to the New 
River Sound, to build his dream city, 
Hollywood-by-the-Sea.36 Thomas and 
Horace Stilwell of Anderson, Indiana, 
and Indianapolis purchased a spit of 
land on the west side of the sound, 
just south of Las Olas Boulevard, 
from Fort Lauderdale realtors M.A. 
Hortt and R.E. Dye. The Stilwells 
proposed to dredge three "finger 
isles" from the mangrove swamp west 
of Idlewyld, their new property.37 

There is some controversy over 
the origin of the finger isles concept. 
Fort Lauderdale has claimed credit 
for the idea, although similar isles 
were being constructed in other parts 
of the country at the same time or 
earlier. However, as early as 1916 
George Mathews wrote that " ... a vi
sionary group" had discussed dredg
ing canals in the tidelands east of 
Fort Lauderdale to form islets.38 It 
is not too great a stretch from dredg
ing canals to drain the Everglades for 
agriculture to dredging to drain the 
mangrove swamps to form land for 
housing. 

Mary Brickell began developing 
her Colee Hammock property about 
1916. In October 1920 she platted 
her property on the south side of the 
river, east of East Avenue (U.S. 1), 
then the city limits, calling the sub
division Rio Vista.39 That same year, 
Ross Clark, an investor from New 
York, sold his North Fork home to a 
man from Montana, by way of Miami, 
William Carmichael. Clark and 
Carmichael formed a partnership to 
develop Clark's land holdings south 
of the Tarpon River along Andrews 
Avenue.40 

In March 1921 C.J. Hector, owner 
of Hector Supply Company, a farm 
provisions business, bought Mrs. 
Brickell's Rio Vista interests. A few 
months later Mrs. Brickell sold her 

Colee Hammock land to realtors 
Hortt and DyeY Hector replatted 
Rio Vista, and began looking for in
vestors. In 1923 he sold the Rio Vista 
Isles portion of the development, 
which had been dredged out along the 
Stranahan River, to W.F. Morang.42 

Hector then went into partnership 
with William Sunkel to develop the 
rest of the subdivision. 

By 1922 Carmichael and Clark, 
with S.L. Drake as contractor, were 
building their development, 
"Placidena," a name chosen by Ross 
Clark. At that time there was a ci
gar called Placidena that was widely 
advertised; perhaps it amused Clark 
to call his housing estate after a 
smoke.43 

By October of that year, 
Carmichael was planning a house for 
himself, "Knob Hill," to be built on 
Rose Drive along the Tarpon River.44 

In the same month a development 
field office of Spanish design was 
erected on the corner of Andrews Av
enue and a then-unnamed east/west 
street.45 

Many out-of-town investors had 
been attracted to the area by one 
project. By 1917 there was much talk 
about town on the desirability of 
building an up-scale tourist hotel in 
Fort Lauderdale.46 In January of 
1918 developer George Henry of Win
chester, Massachusetts, announced 
plans to build a $125,000 hotel at 

Andrews Avenue and New River.4 7 

Reed Bryan was one of the local in
vestors in the project.48 When the 
hotel opened in November 1919, the 
first guest to sign in was motion pic
ture director D.W. Griffith.49 Man
ager and hotel lessee John Needham 
offered embarrassed apologies when 
he registered Griffith; the hotel 

Frances Heimberger (above, 
courtesy of Fort Lauderdale His
torical Society) arranged the 
meeting at the Charles Link 
house on New River (below) 
where the establishment of St. 
Anthony's parish was announced 
in 1921. 



Bishop Michael J. Curley 

kitchen equipment had not arrived. 
Griffith reassured him by saying that 
he always traveled with a field 
kitchen when on location. 

Of course Griffith's visit created 
wonderful publicity; the hotel began 
attracting day trippers and curiosity 
seekers. Tom Stilwell came up from 
Miami to see the place; he liked it 
well enough to register at the hotel 
for the 1920 winter season. 5° Among 
the visitors to the hotel that season 
was the Diego Abreu family of 
Newburgh, New York and Cuba. The 
Abreu's eldest son, Francis, was 
studying architecture at Cornell Uni
versity. In a few years, Francis would 
play an important part in Fort 
Lauderdale's Catholic community. 

Amid this flurry of activity, Fort 
Lauderdale's Catholic congregation, 
bolstered by new arrivals from the 
North, began the first steps toward 
organizing a local parish. In 1966, 
Mrs. Edward Heimberger, an early 
Catholic resident of Fort Lauderdale, 
recalled Bishop Michael J. Curley's 
visit to town in 1921. Bishop Curley, 
a personal friend of Mrs. 
Heimberger's family, asked her to ar
range a meeting with all of the town's 
Catholics.51 Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Link owned a big house on the north
west corner of Block 44 in the Far
row and Bryan subdivision on the 
south bank of the river, which could 

easily accommodate a large meeting 
and reception. At the meeting Bishop 
Curley announced that Fort 
Lauderdale's Catholic congregation 
would have a church. Mrs. 
Heimberger and Miss Corinne 
Cheadle were given the task of select
ing the site for the new church and 
rectory. Later, at the reception, the 
bishop spoke to about one hundred 
visitors, emphasizing community co
operation and conciliation.52 Mrs. 
Heimberger and Miss Cheadle chose 
a site for the new church at Las Olas 
Boulevard and Valentine Avenue, 
about three blocks east of the new 
Hotel Broward. 53 

Reverend Father E. F. Callahan, 
Fort Lauderdale's first resident 
priest, arrived in December 1920. In 
January 1922, he was joined by Rev
erend Father G. J. Plunkett, the 
"builder priest." The diocese assigned 
Father Plunkett pastor and Father 
Callahan assistant pastor for the new 
parish. 54 Father Plunkett had been 
supervising church building projects 
for fourteen years; he had just fin
ished building a church in Ocala. Pre
viously he had overseen construction 
of a $60,000 church for the Jackson
ville black community.55 Fathers 
Plunkett and Callahan were diocesan 
priests; until this time the south 
Florida mission field had been given 
to the Jesuits. Bishop Curley, 
through a series of negotiations with 
the Jesuit Society, opened up the ter
ritory to other priests. 56 

The reverend fathers rented one 
of the Stamatz cottages at the beach. 
Father Plunkett told a reporter from 
the Herald that he hoped to get in 
some fishing before construction 
startedY If Father Plunkett pre
ferred deep sea fishing to surfcasting, 
parishioner Charles Link would prob
ably have been happy to take him 
angling. Link, a member of the 
Angler's Club and a noted fisherman, 
had caught a record tarpon which 
was displayed in a glass case on the 
approach to the Andrews Avenue 
bridge.58 

Father Plunkett announced that 
he would say the nine o'clock mass 
that first Sunday, January 29, and 
would meet the parishioners after the 
benediction. Mass during this period 
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was not offered at the priests' cottage, 
but at the Elk's Club building and, 
later, at the New River Inn. An 
evening service was offered that Sun
day, and parishioners were encour
aged to attend and examine the plans 
for the new church. 59 

John Olsson was contractor for 
the project.60 The church was built 
of non-native rusticated stone. Fa
ther Plunkett worked on the site and 
with his suppliers, earning the re
spect of local businessmen and his 
contractor, Olsson, a strict Lutheran 
who by all reports did not suffer fools 
gladly.61 

Father Plunkett's job involved as 
much public relations as church 
building. His mention of interest in 
fishing, for example, may have been 
somewhat calculated. The townsmen 
were for the most part avid hunters 
and fishermen, and the Father's fish
ing expedition was something they 
could understand. His southern 
background - Plunkett was from 
Tennessee as was Father Callahan, 
who had been head of Catholic mis
sions for East Tennessee - was help
ful as many Lauderdalians were from 
other parts ofthe South, where a man 
could live his whole life and never en
counter a Catholic, let alone a priest, 
and where the word Jesuit conjured 
a sort of bogeyman. 62 Father 
Plunkett presented himself as a man 
who wore a Roman collar, but also as 
a man who could be found wearing 
overalls, working on the building site, 
supervising the unloading of a ship
ment of stone at the railway yard, or 
dickering for the best price with a 
building materials supplier. He 
wanted to be seen as a regular sort 
of fellow. 63 

The church and rectory were 
completed in October 1922, but not 
dedicated until December. The delay 
was to allow Bishop Patrick Barry of 
Saint Augustine to attend the cer
emony. Father Peter O'Sullivan of 
Miami delivered the sermon. The cel
ebration began with a parade of the 
congregation, led by the Knights of 
Columbus, around the church prop
erty. A choir from Miami provided 
music during the service, with locally 
noted soprano Juliette Lang as solo
ist.64 
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Worshipers gather for the dedication of St. Anthony Church, Decem
ber 17, 1922 (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

Father Peter Paul O'Sullivan, S.J., 
standing on left with two other 
priests in front of the Church of 
the Holy Name (later GESU), was 
a noted orator and spoke at the 
dedication of St. Anthony in 1922 
(courtesy of GESU Catholic 
Church). 

In his sermon, Father O'Sullivan 
said," .. . there had been denomina
tional dissention in this city in years 
past, ... but bigotry had been largely 
dispelled in the community."65 He 
went on to say that Catholics " ... 
looked to Rome in religious matters 
but in ... political matters and gov
ernmental affairs their first alle
giance was to America."66 

After the service, about 150 
people, including principals from the 
parishioners and their guests from 
the community, attended a dinner at 
Philemon Bryan's New River Inn. 
Mter dinner, Bishop Barry addressed 
the assembly. The Herald reported 
that the bishop " ... assured the 
people of Lauderdale that they would 
be proud of the class of tourists the 
new church would attract to this city 
in the future."67 

On March 26, 1926 the Fort Lau
derdale Morning Sun reported that 
the town's Catholics were planning 
to build a $60,000 school building.68 

The amount of money to be spent on 
the school was an indication of what 

had happened to the community in 
the preceding four years. The 
amount spent on Saint Anthony 
Church in 1921122 was $10,000. Al
though the foundations of real estate 
development and tourism emerged in 
the late 1910s and early 1920s, the 
frenzied speculation known as the 
"Florida boom" is usually reckoned to 
have begun in 1924, reached its apo
gee in 1925 and to have finished in 
1926. In 1926 the people of Fort Lau
derdale could not believe it was over; 
on January 1 the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, successor to Colonel 
Mathews' Sentinel and owned and 
published by the Stilwell Brothers, 
declared that the new year would be 
the best yet. During the boom the 
city had achieved great, although in
flated, prosperity, had undergone a 
population increase from 2,065 in 
1920 to 5,625 in 1925, and had seen 
development projects of all sorts, but 
it had also suffered a housing short
age and the health problems associ
ated with overcrowding and 
temporary encampments. 69 The city 
had borne the financial shenanigans 
of the "binder boys," which eventu
ally led to state-wide investigations 

lARGE CROWD WAS 
PRESENT AT THE 
CHURCH DEDICATION 

250 PEOPLE IN LINE OF MARCH 

LED BY O: J. HEFFERNON, NAV

IGATOR OF THE FOURTH 

DEGREE ASSEMBLY. 
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Report of the St. Anthony's dedi
cation from the December 19, 
1922Fort Lauderdale Herald. 



by federal tax authorities, and had 
experienced a devastating freight 
embargo, affecting shipments of 
building materials by the Florida 
East Coast Railway. To cap it all, in 
1926, the state of Florida was in the 
midst of a smallpox epidemic of such 
severity that the government of the 
Bahamas refused to allow ship pas
sengers from Florida ports to disem
bark in that country.70 

With all of these difficulties, the 
Catholic plan to build must have 
seemed to be a sign of confidence in 
the city's future, but there were other 
factors influencing the project. 
Bishop Curley, who was now Arch
bishop Curley of the Diocese of Bal
timore, was a strong advocate of 
Catholic education, as he proved by 
his spirited defense of Saint August
ine nuns arrested for teaching black 
children in 1916.71 Given his earlier 
acquaintance with the city, the 
bishop probably felt that there was a 
definite need for Catholic education 
in Fort Lauderdale. 

The school's designer, Francis L. 
Abreu, was the second architect to 
open an office in Fort Lauderdale; his 
contemporary and great rival, John 
M. Peterman, had beaten him to the 
punch by opening his office a few 
months earlier in 1923. Both men 
had worked in south Florida since 
1921. Abreu's parents had come to 
Fort Lauderdale in December 1920 
while their son was still a student at 
Cornell University. Liking what he 
saw, Diego Abreu rented a house on 
Las Olas Beach for the season and 
began looking for property to buy.72 

Cuban-born Diego Abreu had 
married Marie Jova, daughter of 
Juan Jacinto Jova, a sugar importer 
from New York and Spain. Their son 
Francis was born at "Dannskammer," 
the J ova estate on the Hudson near 
Newburgh, New York.73 

Francis entered Cornell's College 
of Architecture in 1916. His educa
tion interrupted by World War I, he 
returned to Cornell in 1919, resumed 
his studies and graduated in 1921. 
During his first few years he took 
work wherever he could find it. Fam
ily sources believe that he may have 
worked for Joseph W. Young's Hol
lywood-by-the-Sea development. 74 
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Fort Lauderdale architect Francis L. Abreu (left) designed the St. 
Anthony school building. In picture to right Abreu (at left) points 
out architectural features at the Las Olas Casino, which he also de
signed (both photos courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

Soon after moving to Fort Lau
derdale, the Abreus were joined for 
the winter season by several mem
bers of the Jova family, including 
Juan Jacinto's widow, a daughter and 
several sons. Mrs. Jova and her 
daughter became active in St. 
Anthony's Parish and made a num
ber of social acquaintances in town 
while the men of the family took ad
vantage of the area's renowned fish
ing. Abreu's early commissions 
included a remodeling job that he un
dertook on a house that Mrs. Jova 
had purchased in the Colee Ham
mock area of Fort Lauderdale.75 

The family's social connections 
proved crucial to the young 
architect's career. During both his 
early career in Fort Lauderdale and 
his later work in Sea Island, Geor
gia, Abreu worked as a "society ar
chitect," primarily designing 
residences, while his rival John Pe
terman concentrated on commercial 
projects. Abreu also bid on commer
cial projects, but often lost out to Pe
terman, especially when bidding on 
projects for developers who did not 
have local connections. However, 
Abreu's acquaintance with Tom 
Bryan brought him a number of com-

mercial and public projects. 76 

During the 1920s, Tom Bryan 
was one of Fort Lauderdale's leading 
political and business figures. He ob
viously favored Abreu for his own 
commercial projects and was able to 
steer such public projects as the Fort 
Lauderdale Golf and Country Club 
clubhouse in the young architect's di
rection. Because of his parents' con
nection with Saint Anthony Church, 
Bryan may have had some influence 
in the choice of an architect for the 
school, but the Abreus' and Jovas' 
own memberships in the church was 
probably a deciding factor.77 

Mter the collapse of the boom, 
Abreu's Fort Lauderdale practice sur
vived another two years, partly be
cause of two public projects that Tom 
Bryan may have helped him secure 
- Westside Fire Station Number 
Three and the Las Olas Beach Ca
sino. The casino proved to be Abreu's 
passport out of Fort Lauder dale. 
Young Alfred Jones of Sea Island, in 
Florida to invite famed Palm Beach 
architect Addison Mizner to Georgia, 
was so impressed with Abreu's design 
for the casino that he invited him to 
investigate the opportunities his de
velopment offered. Abreu went to 
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Above is Abreu's architectural drawing of the St. Anthony School, 
below is the school as it appeared at the time of its completion in 
1926 (both courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

Sea Island and decided to relocate. 
Although he occasionally took com
missions in Fort Lauderdale during 
the next decade, this move essentially 
ended his south Florida career.78 

On August 19, 1926 the women 
of Saint Anthony Parish gave a ben
efit dance at the new parochial 
school.79 On August 23 four Adrian 
Dominican nuns arrived to staff the 
schooi.B0 It was also announced that 
there would be a reception for the 
general public to see the new school 
building. The school was dedicated 
by Bishop Barry from Saint August
ine. The official opening was a n
nounced for September 13, with 
classes to begin on September 16.81 

In August and September many 
prominent Fort Lauderdalians were 
in the North or abroad. Tom Bryan 

had gone to New York on business 
with Joseph Young of Hollywood. 
Francis Abreu was visiting his fam
ily in Newburgh, New York. Abreu 
returned from the North on Septem
ber 16.82 At that time, various agen
cies were tracking a hurricane off 
shore. The summer of 1926 had been 
an unusually wet season; one rela
tively mild hurricane had hit 
Florida's southeast coast in July. 
People were not overly concerned 
with the prospect of the new storm; 
they thought that if the storm came 
ashore in their area they would have 
a few nasty hours, perhaps suffer 
some minor damage to property, but 
then would go on with their lives 
much as they had before. 

The storm that struck in the 
early morning hours of September 18 

has been called a one hundred year 
storm. There was no rating system 
for hurricanes in those days, but it 
probably reached a force five cat
egory, the strongest category in 
today's ratings. Unlike the modern 
storm of nearly equal force, Hurri
cane Andrew, which affected a rela
tively small territory, this so-called 
Miami Hurricane had a major impact 
in an area from the upper Keys to 
Palm Beach County.83 

Saint Anthony School is located 
on Northeast Third Street, north of 
Broward Boulevard, and some blocks 
north of New River. Downtown Fort 
Lauderdale was mostly underwater 
for two days following the storm, 
however the school had been unaf
fected by the storm surge and flood
ing. As damage to the building was 
minimal (a few windows had been 
blown in) the school was used to 
house some ofthe many people made 
homeless by the storm.84 

Saint Anthony's 1926 school year 
began on October 1. It has been in 
operation as a school ever since. 
When first opened, the school served 
grades one through eight; unfortu
nately, enrollment figures for the 
early years of the school are no longer 
available. The four classrooms on the 
first floor each accommodated two 
grades in the early years. The sec
ond floor of the building was used as 
a convent for the teaching sisters. In 
1939 the Adrian Dominican nuns 
moved to a convent building and, as 
had been planned from the begin
ning, the second floor of the school 
building was turned to classroom use. 

Expanding enrollment during 
this period dictated the addition of 
portable classrooms and a cafeteria 
on the campus. An auditorium/gym
nasium was added after 1939. Also 
in 1939 high school grades nine 
through twelve were added. Saint 
Anthony remained the only Catholic 
high school in Broward County until 
Saint Thomas High School opened in 
southwest Fort Lauderdale in 1952. 
At that time St. Anthony's returned 
to serving solely as an elementary 
school. Additional land was acquired 
for an expanded playground in the 
early 1980s, and the entire complex 
was surrounded by a stuccoed wall 



with wrought iron inserts about ten 
years later. 

Some notable graduates of Saint 
Anthony School include tennis star 
Chris Evert, mystery and detective 
story author Michael Connelly, and 
baseball player Mike Stanley, for
merly with the New York Yankees 
and presently with the Boston Red 
Sox. Today the school serves the par
ish children from pre-k to eighth 
grade.85 

Saint Anthony parish was the 
first parish established in Broward 
County; Saint Anthony School was 
the first Catholic school between 
Gesu in Miami and Saint Ann in West 
Palm Beach. The number of sisters 
teaching increased from four in 1926 
to eighteen in 1948; in the 1970s five 
Adrian Dominican sisters were as
sisted by nineteen lay teachers. At 
the present time the faculty is com
pletely laicized. 86 

Lucy and Philemon Bryan did not 
live to see the parish school built. 
Lucy Bryan suffered a fall from the 
porch of her home; she broke her fe
mur. A few days later, on August 31, 
1924, Mrs. Bryan died of heart fail
ure; her family was with her. Ser
vices were conducted by the pastor, 
Father Michael Francis Mullaly, at 
Saint Anthony Church on September 
1. Ironically, one of Mrs. Bryan's pall
bearers was Sentinel publisher 
George Mathews.87 The Bryans had 
just celebrated their fifty-seventh 
wedding anniversary. A few months 
later, on April 18, 1925, Philemon 
Bryan passed away. Like his wife, 
he was buried from Saint Anthony 
Church with Father Mullaly in 
charge of the services.88 Mr. and Mrs. 
Bryan are buried in Evergreen Cem
etery. 

Today, after seventy-eight years, 
Saint Anthony's parish is thriving, 
and the church and school serve both 
the local Catholic population and the 
larger community. As the clergy and 
congregation look toward the future, 
Saint Anthony's inspiring past has 
not been forgotten. Father Plunkett's 
1922 church building still stands. 
When replaced by a larger church 
building in 1949, it was dismantled 
stone-by-stone and removed to 
Northeast Third Avenue, where it 
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The current St. Anthony Church, adjacent to the school building, was 
completed in 1949. 

now serves as the First Lutheran 
Church.89 In September 1997, the 
historic Saint Anthony's School, in
cluding the original classroom build
ing, convent, and gymnasium, was 
listed on the National Register of His
toric Places in recognition of its sig-

nificance in Fort Lauderdale's reli
gious, educational, social and archi
tectural heritage.90 
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BROWARD 
COUNTY'S 

A pathfinder is one who discov
ers a way through or into an unex
plored region. Each of the Broward 
County women discussed here found 
a path that led them into unexplored 
areas in their communities. Demo
graphically they were married, 
single, widowed, childless and with 
children. They were women of 
wealth and poverty, educated and 
without formal education, homemak
ers and professional women. A com
mon characteristic woven through 
their stories and achievements is a 
sense of power that in spite of their 
circumstances allowed them to take 
chances and risks to reach a goal. 

THE EARLY YEARS: 
BROWARD AND DADE 

COUNTIES 
Contemporary documents relate 

the stories of two women in the early 
1800s who made paths into literally 
unexplored regions. Shortly after 
Florida became a United States ter
ritor.y in 1824, Frankee Lewis, the 
widow of Surles Lewis, petitioned the 

A PICTURE ESSAY 

by Helen Landers 

U.S. government for a grant of 640 
acres under the Donation Act of 1824. 
To receive this grant Frankee Lewis 
had to prove habitation and cultiva
tion of the property on or before Feb
ruary 22, 1819. The government 
confirmed her claim, and the land be
came known as the "Frankee Lewis 
Donation." In 1830 Mrs. Lewis sold 
her grant to Richard Fitzpatrick for 

$400.00, and moved to the Miami 
settlement, apparently to live with 
her son. When the Frankee Lewis 
Donation was surveyed in 1845, it 
was determined to include the square 
mile bounded by today's Davie Bou
levard on the south, Broward Boule
vard on the north, and Federal 
Highway on the west, extending east
ward to the western portion of the 

From south Florida's earliest settlers to today's leaders in government 
and business, women have played a vital role in nearly every aspect of Broward 
County's history. While the many contributions of women to our national 
history have often been overlooked as a result of a traditional emphasis on 
political and military history, women's impact on the local scene has been 
surprisingly well-documented. "Broward County's Women Pathfinders," taken 
from a presentation delivered by Helen Landers at the 1994 annual meeting 
of the Florida Historical Society in Fort Myers, examines the significance of 
selected women in a number of fields as they blazed trails for later genera
tions to follow. 

Helen Landers, a longtime resident of Fort Lauderdale, has served 
as Broward County Historian since 1990. A graduate of Florida State Col
lege for Women (now Florida State University) and Baylor University, she is 
the former owner I principal of Fern Hall School and remains active in a num
ber of women's organizations, including the American Association of Univer
sity Women, the Florida Women's Consortium, and the Broward County 
Women's History Coalition. 
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This engraving, titled 
"The Horrid Massa
cre of the Whites in 
Florida," was first 
published in the 
opening months of 
the Second Seminole 
War, soon after Fort 
Lauderdale's Cooley 
Massacre. 
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Survey of the Frankee Lewis Do
nation made in 1845 by George 
Mackay. 

Las Olas islands. Present-day land 
owners in the Las Olas and Rio Vista 
areas of Fort Lauderdale trace their 
property to this land grant. Frankee 
Lewis, in pursuing and acquiring this 
land grant, provided economic stabil
ity for herself and her family, a diffi
cult task on a remote and 
barely-populated frontier. 

At the outset of 1836, the year a 
Seminole attack on the William 
Cooley homestead decimated the 
New River settlement, Mary R. 
Rigby, a widow with a grown son and 
two daughters, lived across the river 
from the Cooley family. Her daugh
ter, Mary Elizabeth, the unofficial 
tutor for the New River families, 
alerted the settlers of the Indian at
tack on January 6. On May 2, 1977, 
when asked to submit three names 
to Governor Reubin Askew for the 

Florida Regional Service Center in 
Fort Lauderdale, the Broward 
County Selection Committee, chaired 
by County Historian Dr. Cooper Kirk, 
included the name of Mary Elizabeth 
Rigby. Although the name of news
paper publisher Robert Hayes Gore 
was selected for the building, the fact 
that Mary Elizabeth Rigby's name 
was nominated demonstrates the sig
nificant path left by this young 
woman in 1836. 

Even a brief overview of south
east Florida's nineteenth century his
tory would be incomplete without 
mentioning Julia Tuttle and Mary 
Brickell, both businesswomen of the 
first rank. Julia, a widow with two 
children, and Mary, married to Will
iam and the mother of eight children, 
were friends with mutual business 
interests. Foremost among these in
terests were their efforts to promote 

Julia Tuttle. 

This 1903 plat from the Miami 
area, surveyed by Fort Lauder
dale pioneer William C. Valen
tine, shows one of many south 
Florida properties platted by 
Mary Brickell. 

Mary Brickell with her daughter 
(courtesy of Historical Associa
tion of Southern Florida). 



the transportation and economic de
velopment of the south Florida wil
derness. According to legend, Julia 
Tuttle sent Henry Flagler orange 
blossoms after the Great Freeze of 
1894-95 to indicate the agricultural 
possibilities of the southern penin
sula and persuade him to bring his 
railroad to Miami. Although Julia 
may have indeed sent Flagler orange 
blossoms, contemporary evidence in
dicates that the railroad builder had 
decided to extend his line to Miami 
several years before the Great 
Freeze. Nevertheless, the economic 
incentives offered by Julia and 
Mary-sections of land along alter
nate sides of the track and right-of
way-dictated the path the railway 
took along the southeast coast. As a 
result of these land transfers on New 
River, Flagler agreed to plat the town 
of Fort Lauderdale, build a railroad 
station, and make the village a stop 
on the line. Though Flagler had in
dicated to Julia Tuttle that he was 
not interested in Fort Lauderdale's 
growth potential, he nevertheless 
promoted the town in advertising and 
publicity. 

Though Julia Tuttle's land and 
wealth were anchored in Miami, and 
Mary Brickell's holdings covered both 
Miami and Fort Lauderdale, together 
these two women achieved their goal 
of assuring the railroad access 
through their properties. Their path 
was progress through transportation 
and development. 

INTO THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY: 

WOMEN OF PURPOSE, AT 
WORKANDIN 

PUBLIC OFFICE 
Ivy Julia Cromartie arrived one 

October morning in 1899 by train 
from Lemon City to become Fort 
Lauderdale's first school teacher. 
Pioneer builder Ed King met Ivy at 
the station and took her by pop-boat 
to his home on the banks of Tarpon 
River. As was the custom with young, 
unmarried teachers, that first year 
she boarded with King, his wife, Su
san, and their children. 

Susan King had the distinction 
of being a passenger on the first 
Florida East Coast Railway train 
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This Florida East Coast Railway train was the first to provide through 
service to what is today Broward County and on to Miami in 1896. 

Fort Lauderdale's first school 
(above) and first teacher, Ivy 
Cromartie (courtesy of Fort Lau
derdale Historical Society). 

Fort Lauderdale's King-Cromartie House, home of Susan King and 
her family, was constructed in 1907. Ivy Cromartie lived with the 
King family in their earlier home when she arrived to teach school in 
1899. 
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when it arrived in Fort Lauderdale 
on February 22, 1896. With Mrs. 
King were her four children. In later 
years she said, "It was the most hope
less place I've ever seen. But we had 
come to make it our home because of 
the stories that had reached us of 
what a wonderful county this was for 
truck growing ... So we picked up and 
started south to pioneer." 

With the arrival of Ivy 
Cromartie, regular schooling began 
for the nine children from six fami
lies located along New River. Later 
that year four additional children 
joined the school. With her children 
in school during the day, there was 
time for Susan King to turn her at
tention to community activity. Over 
the next few decades, she left her 
mark on many aspects of Fort Lau
derdale. For example, she saw the 
need for a permanent burial ground, 
and on high ground near her home, 
she established Evergreen Cemetery. 
In addition, she developed a system 
for burying paupers at a cost of 
$11.00 each. In 1916, she sold the 
cemetery to the City of Fort Lauder
dale. Susan King became known as 
a proficient business woman and was 
often called "The Mother of Fort Lau
derdale." 

By the end of Ivy Cromartie's 
first school year, she had met and 
been courted by Frank Stranahan, 
operator ofthe ferry boat across New 
River and proprietor of the local trad
ing post. The Kings acted as the 
chaperones as the couple took Sun
day trips to Palm Beach. When 
school was out in the spring, Ivy 
Cromartie returned to her parents' 
Lemon City home, but came back to 
Fort Lauderdale in August and mar
ried Frank Stranahan. 

After their honeymoon, the 
Stranahans made their home in Fort 
Lauderdale, where they operated the 
Stranahan Trading Post. Over the 
years Ivy was able to gain the confi
dence of the Seminole children who 
came to the trading post with their 
parents. Her motto was "patience 
and perseverance," and in time she 
was teaching the children kindergar
ten songs and- through brightly col
ored Bible cards - English . 
Education of Seminole children and 

Susan King platted Evergreen Cemetery in November 1910. 

the betterment of the Seminole 
people remained an important goal 
throughout her long life. 

Largely as a result of Ivy 
Stranahan's considerable knowledge, 
tact, and understanding, Seminoles 
living along the lower east coast be
gan moving to the Dania Reservation 
in June 1924. By the end of that year 
the U.S. flag was mounted on a tall 

pole in front of the reservation's Ad
ministration Building. Because there 
was no Indian school, those children 
desiring formal education were ini
tially sent to the Cherokee Indian 
School in North Carolina. When par
ents appealed to their "white friends" 
to allow attendance at the "white 
schools," Mrs. Stranahan, quietly 
working with county leaders, ar
ranged for the integration of Indian 
children into the public schools. 

In 1911 Ivy became a charter 

At left Ivy Stranahan poses with Seminole leader Joe Dan Osceola 
(courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society), at right is the Fort 
Lauderdale Woman's Club as it appeared in the late 1930s. 



member of the Fort Lauderdale 
Woman's Club. She served as presi
dent for three terms, 1913 to 1916. 
When the Fort Lauderdale Suffrage 
League was founded in 1915, Ivy took 
a leading role in its affairs which led 
to her election to the presidency of 
the Florida Equal Suffrage Associa
tion in 1917. In the association Ivy 
was joined by such prominent women 
as Mary Elizabeth Bryan, wife of 
presidential candidate William 
Jennings Bryan, May Mann 
Jennings, wife offormer Florida Gov
ernor William Sherman Jennings, 
and Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, 
later famous for her efforts to pre
serve the Everglades. These women 
spent much of their time lobbying in 
Tallahassee for various local suffrage 
bills. As soon as the Nineteenth 
Amendment passed Congress in June 
1919, these women travelled to Tal
lahassee to lobby for Florida ratifi
cation. The legislature adjourned a 
day after they arrived, without hav
ing taken action on the suffrage 
amendment, but the amendment re
ceived the required ratification of 
three-fourths of the states on August 
26, 1920. Locally, many women felt 
that once they had achieved the bal
lot box all other rights would follow. 
Ivy Stranahan's path towards social 
reform continued with her work 
through the Woman's Club and her 
concerns for the Seminole Indians. 

WOMEN AT WORK: 
SYLVIA HILL ALRIDGE AND 
EDITH WASHBURN LEWIS 

Edith Lewis and Sylvia Alridge 
were two women whose lives were 
filled with similar interests, but 
whose paths seldom if ever crossed. 
They both came to Fort Lauderdale 
during the settlement years - Sylvia 
in 1904 and Edith in 1913. Edith 
Washburn was born March 28, 1889, 
in Salina, Kansas. After graduation 
from high school, she received a di
ploma from Teacher's Institute. She 
taught school until she married, mov
ing in 1913 to Fort Lauderdale with 
her husband. Sylvia Hill was born 
November 19, 1884 near Booker, 
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Florida, north of Gainesville. The 
Hill family owned 1,800 acres that 
had been given to their forebears 
when they were freed from slavery 
after the Civil War. In 1904 Sylvia 
married Anderson Alridge and they 
moved south to Fort Lauderdale. 

Edith Lewis became a prominent 
business and professional woman 
known for public service, while Sylvia 
Alridge was a business woman who 
became an advocate for the employ
ment of black women and the social 
and economic improvement of the 
black community. Both women were 
childless. 

In Fort Lauderdale Edith Lewis 
began her working career as head of 

This sign at the entrance to Croissant Park in the 1920s was one of 
many in and around Fort Lauderdale painted by the Lewis Sign Com
pany. 

Edit)t Lewis (left, courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society) and the William C. Morris Post 36Ameri
can Legion building, Fort Lauderdale. 
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the Women's Department at the H. G. 
Wheeler Department Store. After 
five years in that position sh e left to 
work alongside her husband in the 
"Lewis Sign Company." Her inter
ests and concerns included the 
American Legion Auxiliary, working 
with the Girl's Auxiliary for Poppy 
Day events and raising money for 
scholarships. Edith organized and 
was a charter member of Fort 
Lauderdale's first Business and Pro
fessional Women's Club, serving two 
terms as president. In that capacity, 
she spearheaded a program to recog
nize the most outstanding girls in the 
high schools. In 1945 she was em
ployed at the Broward County Credit 
Bureau, retiring in 1970. During that 
time, she organized the Credit 
Women's Breakfast Club. 

During those same years Sylvia 
Alridge, known as a lady of love and 
charity, began her working career as 
a domestic servant. She found that 
there were many positions available, 
but that many women did not know 
how to go about getting work or per
haps were afraid of dealing with 
white people. This led Sylvia to her 
primary business and public service, 
Sylvia's Employment Agency. It was 
Fort Lauderdale's first such business 
and for many years was the only 
agency for domestic help. In the late 
1940s, she started Sylvia's Victory 
Cabs to provide transportation to 
work for her clients. Reinvesting her 
profits, she purchased buildings, 
which she refurbished into rentals for 

At left is 
Sylvia Alridge, 
and right her 
horne on 
Northwest 
Second Street 
in Fort Lau
derdale. 

her clients. Sylvia made a good liv
ing, but she could have become much 
wealthier had she not been generous 
to the point of being a soft touch. In 
1939 Sylvia took in an abandoned 
thirteen-month-old baby. The boy, 
Reuben, was her pride and joy. He 
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August 29, 1919Fort Lauderdale 
Herald article on the Broward 
County Commission congratulat
ing "Silvia Alrige" and other 
black citizens for hosting a bar
becue welcoming returning 
World War I veterans. 

graduated from Dillard High School 
and Howard University. Sylvia 
Alridge is still remembered as an ac
tivist . When something needed do
ing, her favorit e expression was, 
"Baby, I'll get right to it." 

These two women did "get right 
to it." 

WOMEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE: 
LILLIE MAE SMITH AND 

EASTER LILY GATES 
By the 1920s, women, having 

achieved the vote, found it acceptable 
to enter politics. But that acceptance 
was tentative and was built on con
siderable assistance from male com
munity lea ders. 

Broward County's first female 
elected official, Lillie Mae Smith, be
came the County Tax Collector in 
1925 when W.O. Berryhill resigned 
early in his term of office to enter the 
real estate business. Berryhill took 
"Miss Lillie," his only paid employee, 
to Tallahassee to meet Governor 
John Martin. Governor Martin ap
pointed her to fill the office until the 
next election. In 1926 Miss Lillie ran 
for the office and handily beat her Re
publican opponent for the term end
ing in 1928. In January 1928, she 
announced that she would not be a 
candidate in the June Democrat ic 
Primary to succeed herself as County 
Tax Collector. The Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, in a January 17, 1928 
editorial, stated, "It came as a distinct 
disappointment to her friends to 
learn that she did not seek the office 



To the Democratic Voters· 
of Broward County 

Owmj:: !o the duties of ihe Oil ice of County Tax Coll~\or be. 
101. somewhi\1 he.wy, in my camtMi~n for nomirmtion to thalbflicc, 
I h.we bct·n un<J.ble by virtue of tiH· dutiC'5 of this Office to ~~kt• a 
~sonal canvass of the voters to S(~l forth my reason~ for l~(ieving . 
that I am fitted to intc-lli~ently :md courteously fill this inMooant 
ollice. · · 

_. ·Jt ismy_intentionrnd pledge, that if I am nominated I_ rtiU cn
bvor to fa.thfully and consci<'nliously perform the dutitsi~ this 
Important office. ' 

Thankiqg you for your supp:>rt, and a~uring y6u thal( your 

vote and your influence will bt earnestly appreciated, J 'am, : 
t 

Yours re1opec.tfully,1 

(Sign«<) Llll.IE 1\1· SMITH 

l"ri.,oHJ" )-:lr~ll..,~. 
,... .. ,.hr . ,I.,M~ 14th, 1~r~o,; 

Lillie Mae Smith (left), Broward County's first female elected public 
official. The campaign advertisement at right appeared in the June 
6, 1926Fort Lauderdale Daily News. 

again. The ability displayed by Miss 
Smith during the period in which she 
has served as County Tax Collector 
is a marked example that women are 
capable of holding down, efficiently, 
positions of public trust." Lillie Mae 
Smith, as the first appointed and 
elected woman in Broward County 
government, became a pathfinder for 
Broward County women seeking pub
lic office. 

Easter Lily Bilbo Gates moved 
from Utah to Broward County in 
1918 with her husband, George 
Gates, who had been offered an in-

terest in a farming section where the 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Airport 
is located today. Ten years later Eas
ter Lily became the first woman 
elected to county office for a full term, 
serving the next forty years as Su
pervisor of Registration and later, as 
the responsibilities were enlarged, as 
Supervisor of Elections. How was 
this woman able, in the time frame 
of1928-1968, to overcome the under
lying perception that women should 
stay at home and even more impor
tantly that they should not hold an 
elected position? 
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The answer to that question lies 
in her personal circumstances and 
her ability to seize an opportunity. 
The Gates' had two sons, Robert and 
Ted. By the time the 1926 hurricane 
struck Broward County, George was 
dying of pernicious anemia. Easter 
Lily's - strength and determination 
enabled her to carry seven-year-old 
Bob, five-year-old Ted, and her hus
band to the second story apartment 
to escape the rising waters. The fam
ily lost all their personal possessions 
in the storm, and George died soon 
after, leaving Easter Lily penniless. 

Easter Lily, though a hat maker 
by trade, knew she could not support 
her family during the depression by 
making and selling hats. Reading 
that northern women were driving 
school buses, she persuaded School 
Superintendent James Rickards to 
give her an opportunity to work as a 
bus driver. Overcoming all odds, she 
was successful in obtaining the job, 
but the salary was only $20.00 a 
month. In 1928 she threw her "hat 
into the ring" for the elected position 
of Supervisor of Registration, which 
paid $125 a month. In modern day 
parlance, she took the voter pulse 
from friends who advised and sup
ported her. When the school super
intendent appointed her to the School 
Election Board, she read the election 
laws and "saw she could do it." She 
campaigned using these strategies, 

Easter Lily Gates, seen at left canvassing voting returns and in the portrait at right served as Supervisor 
of Elections for forty years. ' 
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as quoted to Dr. Cooper Kirk in a 
1981 oral interview: 

I went up to a real estate 
man's office, Hardy, in Pompano. 
I passed out my cards, said I was 
running for the office of Supervi
sor of Registration. They said 
they thought a woman's place was 
at home, to take care of the chil
dren and home. Well, I think 
that's nice. But, my husband 
passed away. We've lost every
thing. I'm trying to get a job to 
take care of my children. We 
talked for some time. When I left 
they said, "We'll vote for you, Mrs. 
Gates, but we won't for another 
woman." I believe some of them 
died feeling that way. 

Through the qualities of self-de
nial, sincerity, a complete trust in 
God, and guilelessness, Easter Lily 
Bilbo Gates demonstrated that a 
woman could hold public office in a 
domain dominated by men. 

WOMEN OF DIVERSITY: 
LEADERSHIP AND 

EDUCATION 
Virginia Shuman Young moved 

into the political arena in the late 
1950s, when she filed for election as 
a trustee of the Board of Public In
struction. Her upbringing, training 
and family background prepared her 
well for a career of public service. 
Virginia's father, Irving Shuman, 
was pilot master of Port Everglades 
and a strong influence in her life. Her 
mother, Myrtle Tenbrook Shuman, 
was a dedicated church worker and 
community leader, and her grand
mother, Frances Tenbrook, was a lo
cal leader in the women's suffrage 
movement. In March 1937, Virginia 
married George Young, who entered 
the building contractor business with 
his father, also an early Fort Lauder
dale pioneer. Growing up in a home 
where leading political and commu
nity leaders were a welcome addition 
to the family dinner table, Virginia 
early learned to listen to the men who 
made decisions concerning Broward 
County's growth. Toward the end of 
her life, she recalled, "When I ran for 
school trustee, my dad gave me ev
ery day a list of ten men to visit and 

enlist their support for my cam
paign." 

Elected school trustee, Virginia 
led a campaign to abolish that posi
tion, as she felt their purpose was no 
longer needed. In 1959, she was 
elected to the Broward County School 
Board, serving until1966. Twice she 
served as chairman of the board. 

Losing three subsequent elec
tions - for reelection to the school 
board, and as Democratic candidate 
for the state legislature and for Su
pervisor of Elections - during a pe
riod of heavy Republican domination, 
she came back in 1971 with her elec
tion as a Fort Lauderdale City Com
missioner and Vice Mayor. With a 
stunning victory in 1973, she became 
Mayor of Fort Lauderdale - the first 
woman to hold that post. 

Virginia Shuman Young's huge 
political base within the City of Fort 
Lauderdale gave her seven terms as 

commissioner until she retired in 
1986. During elections, she shunned 
the label of"women's libber" because 
of her novel position, but the Fort 
Lauderdale News quoted her on No
vember 9, 1980, as saying, "We do 
outnumber men but we haven't yet 
recognized the fact we can do some
thing in this country. We can work 
at home, on our city block, in our 
neighborhoods. There is much that 
needs doing." 

During these same years, native 
American women and women of color 
were making changes in their com
munities. Betty Mae Tiger Jumper, 
a leader in the Seminole Tribe, came 
to the Dania Reservation in 1928 
from Indiantown. Betty Mae set out 
on a path of leadership for her tribe 
largely as a result of the efforts oflvy 
Stranahan, who made it possible for 
her to obtain formal schooling at the 
Cherokee Indian Boarding School in 
North Carolina. With her education 
and her training in tribal customs 
and traditions, Betty Mae has spent 
much of her adult life as a leader of 
her people. She is the only woman 
who has been elected Tribal Chair
man, President of the Tribe, and Of
ficial of the Governing Body of the 
Seminoles of Florida. Her areas of 
expertise were housing, child care, 
jobs, grants, and education. In 1977, 
Betty Mae summed up her view of 
her life's work: "My goal is to help 
with the transition from total Semi
nole culture to integration with the 

Virginia Young 
as she appear
ed in 1991 
(above) and on 
a 1959 cam
paign adver
tisement. 

EXPERIENCED IN TWO TERMS 
AS TRUSTEE 

OF BROWARD SCHOOLS 

VOTE FOR 
VIRGINIA 

YOUNG 
FOR 

School Board 
(Board of Public lnstrudion) 

Democr11tic Primary Sept. 9th 
.... 1 
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Mary Laramore Smith. Betty Mae Jumper. 

white man's." In 1995, she was 
elected to the Florida Women's Hall 
of Fame. 

Though Mary Laramore Smith 
was an outstanding teacher at Fort 
Lauderdale's Walker Elementary 
School for eighteen years, her per
sonal path has been the preservation 
ofBroward County's black history. In 
the early 1970s, Mary, a Broward 
County native, founded the first black 
historical society in Florida with the 
assistance of Dr. Cooper Kirk. 
Through the Broward County Black 
Historical Society, Mary promoted 
the recognition of black pioneers, par
ticipated in Broward County Pioneer 
Days, and encouraged families to pre-

serve their history and make that his
tory available to others. She began 
and completed the process of placing 
the Old Dillard School on the Na
tional Register of Historic Places. 
Originally named the Fort Lauder
dale Colored School, Dillard was 
Broward County's first twelve-year 
school for black children when it 
opened in 1924. With support from 
the Broward County School Board, 
the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward 
County government, and state fund
ing, Mary oversaw the school's res
toration and dedication in the fall of 
1990 as Broward County's only mu
seum of black history. Mary Smith 
walked the path of preservation. 

Blanche General Ely and Myra 
Mcllvane Marshall were two women 
who probably never met profession
ally, although both were educators in 
the Broward County School District. 
Myra Marshall began her teaching 
career at Fort Lauderdale High 
School in 1915 teaching home eco
nomics and ended her career teach
ing algebra. She organized the 
Classroom Teacher's Association and 
the Teacher's Credit Union in 1946. 
After her retirement in the late 
1950s, she managed the credit union, 
driving throughout the county to col
lect loans and make deposits for 
teachers on payday. 

In the 1930s, Blanche General 

Myra Mcllvane Marshall. Blanche General Ely. 
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Ely came to Broward County with 
her husband, Joseph Ely, and began 
teaching in a two-room schoolhouse 
in Pompano. She was never satisfied 
until that school became Blanche Ely 
High School. She knew jobs, hous
ing, food and clothing were essential 
to "bring her boys and girls up." She 
planted in the minds of students the 
seeds of continued self improvement 
and progress. 

1974: A POLITICAL 
BREAKTHROUGH YEAR 

FOR WOMEN 
Three Broward County women, 

following the tradition of Lillie Mae 
Smith and Easter Lily Gates, threw 
their hats in the political ring in 197 4. 
This action marked the beginnings in 
Broward County of the current 
Women's Movement. The Broward 
County Commission on the Status of 
Women had been founded in 1969, 
and the National Organization of 
Women (NOW) was being formed. 
Into that setting came the following 
three trailblazers: 

Kathleen Cooper Wright, a 1953 
graduate of Dillard High School, ran 
as the first black candidate for the 
school board; Anne Kolb, a journal
ist and environmentalist, sought elec
tion as the first woman on the 
Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners; and Karen Coolman, 
a young mother interested in fash
ion and design, decided to use the 
resources of the NOW network to 
become the first woman in the 
Florida House of Representatives 
from Broward County. 

On the first Tuesday in Novem
ber 1974, all three were elected. Po
litical life for women changed in 
Broward County. 

CONCLUSION 
As we review the lives of these 

women, from Frankee Lewis, a home
steader on the New River frontier, to 
politically active women of the 1970s, 
we can appreciate their common 
characteristics of taking the risks 
necessary to improve the lives of 
women in Broward County. Their 
greater accomplishment is that the 
lives of all Broward Countians are 
better because of them. 

Broward County 
Commissioner Anne Kolb. 

Florida State Legislator 
Karen Coolman Arnlong 
(courtesy of the Broward 
County Women's History 
Coalition). 

Broward County 
School Board Member 
Kathleen Cooper Wright. 
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OUTHEAST FLORIDA 
IN THE 

ROADS, SCOUTS AND EXPEDITIONS 
~ Partll ~ 

Edited with Introduction by Joe Kne1sch 

In the first part of this collection 
of documents, the three principal 
commanders in southeast Florida, 
each of whom had a long, colorful and 
important career in the United States 
Army, were introduced. These men, 
Justin Dimick, John M. Brannan and 
Abner Doubleday, proved themselves 
on the fields of battle and left a re
markable legacy for those who fol
lowed. But what of the other men in 
this correspondence? Officers such 
as Lieutenant Richard C. Duryea, 
Lieutenant Otis H . Tillinghast, Lieu
tenant Henry W. Closson, Major 
Francis N. Page, Lieutenant Stephen 
Dill Lee or Lieutenant F. L. Childs 
also appear in these pages and were 
both lauded and questioned by their 
commanders. Who were these 
younger, less experienced men risk
ing life and limb in the waters of 
Middle River and on the edge of the 
Everglades? 

The first named, Richard C. 
Duryea, played an important role in 
the history of Florida during the War 

Between the States. His service in 
Florida during this conflict lasted 
over a year and included a significant 
role in the repulse of Confederate 
forces at the Battle of Santa Rosa Is
land, on October 9, 1861. This battle 
was key to saving Fort Pickens from 
Confederate control. By maintaining 
the Federal forces' hold of this stra
tegic fortification, it tightened the 

blockade in that sector of the Gulf. 
Prior to this battle, Fort Pickens suf
fered heavy bombardment from shore 
batteries near Pensacola. According 
to most ofthe official sources, Duryea 
served at Fort Pickens from April 
1861 to May of the following year. 
During this time, he was promoted 
to the rank of captain. 

Captain Duryea served in anum-

In the Winter I Spring 1999 issue ofBroward Legacy, Dr. Joe Knetsch 
introduced and presented a series of reports from commanding officers 
in southeast Florida during the Third Seminole War. In Part II of this 
article, Dr. Knetsch assembles the reports of a number of junior officers 
who led scouting expeditions through the region. In his introduction 
he provides biographical sketches of these men, many of whom served 
on other parts of the American frontier as well as in the Civil War which 
erupted just three years after the conclusion of the Seminole conflict. 
These reports, taken from the National Archives series, "Letters Received 
by Headquarters, Department of Florida," offer detailed, eyewitness 
descriptions of what would become Broward County at a time when 
few other sources describing the area exist. 

As most of our veteran readers are aware, Dr. Knetsch, a former 
Broward County Historical Commissioner, serves as historian with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection in Tallahassee. 
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her of posts and battles during the 
remainder of the conflict, almost all 
in the South. He rose to Chief of Ar
tillery in the Third Division of the 
Nineteenth Corps in the Teche Cam
paign in Louisiana, seeing important 
duty in the capture of Port Hudson, 
where he was breveted major for 
"Gallant and Meritorious Service." 
Duryea served as a recruiter in 
Michigan during the fall of 1864, but 
was soon transferred to the Virginia 
front as a colonel ofthe Seventh New 
York Heavy Artillery during the Pe
tersburg campaign. For his service 
during the war, he was breveted lieu
tenant colonel of the regular army. 
His peacetime service in the post-war 
period included stints as an inspec
tor of harbor improvements at 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin and at Grand 
Haven, Michigan. He was mustered 
out of the army in 1870, as part of 
the general reduction of the military 
at that time. 1 

Otis H. Tillinghast, a native New 
Yorker and a member of the West 
Point class of 184 7, graduated in time 
to see service in the Mexican War at 
Santillo and Brazos. From 1848 un
til the outbreak of the Third Semi
nole War, he saw garrison duty in 
New York and Maryland. His only 
relief from this often monotonous 
routine was service on the Mexican 
Boundary Commission in 1851-52. 
With the outbreak of the War Be
tween the States, Tillinghast served 
as the Quartermaster of the Union 
Department of Northern Virginia, 
with the rank of captain. At the 
Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861, he 
was mortally wounded, and died two 
days later, at the age of thirty-eight. 
As will be seen in the following cor
respondence, he was a quick and in
telligent officer.2 

The mystery officer in this corre
spondence is "Lt. Webber." From re
search in George W. Cullum's and 
Francis B. Heitman's works, the only 
candidate who fits the time period is 
Charles Hickling Webber. Charles H. 
Webber was commissioned a second 
lieutenant in the First Artillery on 
May 29, 1855. He rose to first lieu
tenant in 1860, just prior to the out
break of the Civil War. By October 
of 1861 he had earned his captain's 

rank, but a year later was dismissed 
from the service. No other informa
tion has surfaced at this time. How
ever, the dismissal is unusual and 
surprising, coming in the midst of the 
war.3 

Henry W. Closson, lieutenant of 
the First Artillery, graduated from 
West Point in 1854. His first service 
took place at Fort Yuma and on the 
southern California boundary sur
vey. Throughout 1856, he served in 
Texas against the Lipan Indians in 
the Nueces and Pecos areas. In Oc
tober of that year, he was promoted 
to first lieutenant and, early the fol
lowing year, shipped out to Florida. 
He returned to Texas following his 
stint in Florida, but found himself on 
garrison duty at Fort Taylor in Key 
West at the outbreak of the War Be
tween the States. Closson declined 
a captaincy in the Nineteenth Infan
try, but later accepted the same rank 
in the First Artillery. Sent to assist 
in the defense of Fort Pickens, in May 
1861, he was promoted to Chief of 
Artillery for the District of Pensacola. 

The majority of Henry Closson's 
Civil War service centered in Louisi
ana and the Southwest. For his gal
lant and meritorious service in the 
Battle of Port Hudson, he received a 
brevet major rank. As Chief of Artil
lery for the Nineteenth Army Corps, 
he participated in the Red River cam
paign and saw extensive action in the 
Battle of Pleasant Hill. Shipping 
back to the Gulf Coast, he was in
stalled as Chief of Artillery for the 
Mobile campaign, where he engaged 
in siege activities at both Forts Mor
gan and Gaines, which guarded the 
passage into Mobile Bay. For this 
service he was promoted to brevet 
colonel in August 1864. Toward the 
end of the war, he was sent north to 
Winchester, Virginia, and partici
pated in the final battle at that be
leaguered city. After the war, he 
remained in the service, and received 
the rank of full major of the Fifth 
Artillery in November 1876. Here
turned to Florida in 1876, serving 
briefly in Tallahassee and, more im
portantly, twice commanding the 
garrison at Fort Barrancas, west of 
Pensacola. Henry Closson was pro
moted twice in the 1880s, first to lieu-

tenant colonel and, finally, full colo
nel of the Fourth Artillery on April 
25, 1888.4 

Pennsylvania-born Charles L. 
Kilburn was a member of the West 
Point class of 1842 and served in 
Rhode Island, Georgia and Texas 
prior to the outbreak of the Mexican
American War. In this conflict he 
fought in a number of major battles, 
including Palo Alto, Resaca-de-la
Palma, Buena Vista and Monterrey. 
Cited for gallant and meritorious con
duct at Buena Vista and Monterrey, 
Kilburn was breveted to first lieuten
ant and then captain. Transferred 
to the New Mexico area following the 
war, he soon went on sick leave and 
later a leave of absence between 1849 
and 1852. Mter service in New Or
leans, he was promoted to captain in 
1853, and found his way to Fort 
Brooke, Florida, when the Third 
Seminole War broke out. He served 
the entire war as Chief of Subsis
tence. His health required another 
leave of absence immediately after 
the war ended in 1858, and he did 
not return to duty until1859, again 
stationed in New Orleans. 

Stationed on commissary duty in 
Washington, D.C. at the beginning of 
the War Between the States, Kilburn 
received a promotion to major in May 
1861. He served as the Chief Com
missary of the Department of the 
Ohio, and then the Departments of 
Ohio, Tennessee, Cumberland and 
West Virginia. Kilburn's ability to 
get needed materials to the front 
earned him a promotion to lieuten
ant colonel, colonel and then, at the 
end of the war, brevet brigadier-gen
eral. He spent the remainder of his 
long career in the commissary ser
vice, which literally took him all over 
the country, including California, 
where, at age sixty-two, he was forced 
to retire in 1882.5 

Lieutenant Edward McK. 
Hudson graduated from the Academy 
in the class of 1849, just in time to be 
sent to Florida during the Indian 
scare. He was stationed at various 
garrisons before being transferred to 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where he 
served as aide-de-camp to Brigadier
General William Harney, the grizzled 
veteran of earlier Florida campaigns. 



. 
: . -, 

\ 
. . 

/ (J 9 / 
; - ( " : ·- (!)-

,' 0 . ',,:_~..... p ..... --·-
• c? -·-- - -·- , •• ·i·JI!.--'ii· 

-~ ~~*>. ..,....., 

Map of southeast Florida showing roads, forts, trails and other land
marks, 1856. 

Here, he saw action against the Sioux 
at the Battle of Blue Water and other 
skirmishes. Hudson returned to 
Florida in 1856-57 for duty along the 
southeastern coast with the Fourth 
Artillery. Immediately following his 
Florida tour, he was sent to "Bleed
ing Kansas" to help quell the distur
bances in that section. He then 
served additional garrison duty un
til the storm broke in Charleston 
Harbor, after which he was trans
ferred to the Maryland border and 
saw action near Martinsburg, Vir
ginia. 

Hudson's Civil War experience 
took place mostly in Maryland and 
Virginia, where he served as aide-de-

camp to Major-General George 
McClellan, from August 1861 until 
March 1863. During this period he 
participated in the battles of 
Yorktown, the Seven Days, South 
Mountain and Antietam. As lieuten
ant colonel, Hudson served as com
mander of the First Battalion of the 
Fourteenth Infantry, fighting in cen
tral Virginia. On May 5, 1864, he 
took part in the Battle of the Wilder
ness and suffered a severe wound. 
From that point until the end of the 
war, he served in the Office of the In
spector-General and in New York. 
His post-war experience included a 
stint as Acting Assistant Inspector
General of the Department of the 
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South. However, the effects of his 
wounds and other health-related 
problems forced his retirement from 
active service on December 15, 1870, 
another long-term casualty of the 
war.6 

Major Francis N. Page was an
other distinguished soldier who 
served in Florida during both the Sec
ond and Third Seminole Wars. Page, 
a native Virginian from a prominent 
family, graduated from West Point in 
the class of 1841 and received his first 
commission as a brevet second lieu
tenant in the Seventh Infantry. He 
served in the latter phases of the Sec
ond Seminole War and spent the last 
part of 1842 and early 1843 on garri
son duty at Fort Pickens. Through
out his career in the United States 
Army, Francis Page remained in 
southern outposts and garrisons. 
During the Mexican War, he rose rap
idly through the ranks as a result of 
his bravery and leadership. In the 
attack on Fort Brown, he was cited 
for gallant conduct and breveted to 
first lieutenant rank. He participated 
in the Battle of Contreras and was 
shortly thereafter promoted to full 
first lieutenant. Page became a bre
vet captain and served as Assistant 
Adjutant General in May 1847. He 
saw heavy action during the impor
tant battles of Churubusco and 
Chapultepec, where he was wounded, 
but he recovered quickly enough to 
take part in the assault and capture 
of the Mexican capitol. He was again 
cited for his gallant and meritorious 
service and promoted to brevet ma
jor in August 1847. Mter the war, 
his posts included Fort Smith, Arkan
sas and Jefferson Barracks, Missouri. 
He was sent to Fort Brooke at Tampa 
on May 21, 1856 and served as As
sistant Adjutant General for the De
partment of Florida. Noted as an 
efficient and respected officer, Page 
returned to Fort Smith at the end of 
the Third Seminole War and served 
there until his sudden death on 
March 25, 1860, at the age of forty
one.7 

Frederick L. Childs was born in 
Maine, the son of Brevet Brigadier 
General Thomas Childs, and gradu
ated from the Academy in the class 
of 1855. Mter short service at Fort 
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Portion of a map from the army's 
"Memoirs of Reconnaissances" 
compilation showing the 
present-day Broward County 
area and the routes of several of 
the expeditions recounted in this 
article. Hillsboro Inlet is at cen
ter; New River Inlet at the bot
tom of this map. 

Monroe, Virginia, he was promoted 
to second lieutenant of the First Ar
tillery and assigned to Florida in July 
1856. He served with his company 
until1857, when he was sent back to 
West Point as Assistant Professor of 
Geography, History and Ethics. Sent 
to Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, in 
1859, Childs was later assigned to 
frontier duty at Fort Clark, Texas. 

He was transferred to Fort Duncan, 
Texas, just prior to the outbreak of 
the War Between the States, when 
he resigned his commission to join 
the Confederate forces. After the 
war, he took up farming for a short 
time before becoming purser for the 
New York and Charleston Steamship 
Company from 1870 to 1878. Be
tween 1878 and 1886 he worked as a 
civil engineer in the employ of the 
United States government, then took 
the position as Inspector of Customs 
for the United States Treasury De
partment.8 

By far the most famous of the 
subordinate officers involved in 
southeast Florida during the Third 
Seminole War was Stephen Dill Lee. 
The Charleston-born Lee graduated 
from West Point in the class of 1854 
and was commissioned as second 
lieutenant in the Fourth Artillery in 
July of that year. After a short tour 
at Ringgold Barracks in Texas, where 
he received a promotion to first lieu
tenant, he was transferred to Florida 
in 1856. Lee occupied the office of 
Assistant Adjutant General for the 
Department of Florida from August 
through September of 1857, when he 
was assigned the position of quarter
master for the Fourth Artillery. 9 Fol
lowing his service in Florida, Lee's 
regiment was given the difficult task 
of assisting in the quelling ofthe vio
lence in Kansas, while stationed at 
Fort Leavenworth. After this, he 
served two short tours in the Dako
tas and on recruiting duty in 1859.10 

At the outbreak of the War Between 
the States, Lee joined the forces of 
his home state and was promptly 
commissioned as captain of South 
Carolina volunteers, serving as aide 
to General P. G. T. Beauregard. In 
that capacity, he assisted in negotia
tions with Major Robert Anderson for 
the surrender of Fort Sumter and 
took part in the bombardment of the 
fort when Anderson refused. 

Receiving a commission in the 
Confederate Army, Lee was pro
moted to major in November 1861. 
In Virginia, he fought at the battles 
of Seven Pines, Savage's Station, and 
Malvern Hill. Taking command of 
the Fourth Virginia Cavalry, he re
ceived promotions to lieutenant colo-

nel and colonel. He distinguished 
himself in the Battle of Second 
Manassas and at Antietam 
(Sharpsburg).11 At the latter battle, 
he held the strategic high ground at 
the infamous Dunker Church, where 
his battery of artillery did severe 
damage to Union troops attempting 
to cross the "cornfield." One of those 
wounded in the battle, possibly from 
a shell fragment fired by Lee's bat
tery, was Brigadier-General George 
Hartsuff, whose attack on the "ba
nana patch" of Chief Billy Bowlegs 
allegedly began the Third Seminole 
War.12 In an additional irony of war, 
one of the commanders facing Lee 
and his compatriots in the woods 
north of Dunker's Hill was Brigadier
General Abner DoubledayY 

After service in Virginia and 
Maryland, Lee was transferred to 
Vicksburg, where he served valiantly 
against impossible odds, leading the 
repulse of William T. Sherman's 
forces at Chickasaw Bluffs and 
Champion's Hill. 14 While Vicksburg 
was under siege, Lee, noted for his 
coolness under fire, earned the affec
tion of the city's residents and re
ceived his daily ration of buttermilk 
from Emma Balfour, whose diary re
mains an important source of infor
mation on the siege. This daily 
civility was unique during the bizarre 
events surrounding that seven month 
battle.15 Exchanged after the fall of 
Vicksburg, Lee served as commander 
of the cavalry in Mississippi, and 
later, after promotion to major-gen
eral, was assigned as commander of 
all cavalry west of Alabama. In 1864 
he was given the impossible task of 
trying to halt Sherman's march to
ward Meridian, Mississippi. In June 
of that year, he received promotion 
to lieutenant general, the youngest 
man, at the age of thirty, to receive 
such rank in the Confederate Army. 
He served as commander of an infan
try corps under the command of John 
Bell Hood, in the operations around 
Atlanta and the campaigns at Nash
ville. Severely wounded in the Battle 
of Nashville, he refused to be re
moved until a proper rear-guard was 
organized. He returned to his unit 
only after the Confederate forces 
were in retreat into North Carolina, 
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Stephen D. Lee wearing the uniform of a 
Confederate colonel. 

This portrait of Truman Seymour ap
peared in the November 1866 issue of 
Harper's New Monthly Magazine. 

where he surrendered with General 
Joseph E. Johnston, another veteran 
of the Seminole W ars. 16 

After the war, Lee settled in Co
lumbus, Mississippi, and began life 
anew as a planter. In 1878, with his 
civil rights restored, he was elected 
to the Mississippi State Legislature. 
Two years later, he was appointed 
first president of the newly-created 
Mississippi Agricultural and Me
chanical College, now Mississippi 
State University. He was a member 
of the Mississippi constitutional con
vention in 1890, and President Will
iam McKinley appointed him a 
commissioner of the Vicksburg Na
tional Park in 1899. In 1904, he was 
elected commander-in-chief of the 
United Confederate Veterans, which 
post he held until his death, on May 
28, 1908, at Vicksburg. 

"Captain Seymour" in the letters 
is better known to Floridians as Gen
eral Truman Seymour, the command
ing officer of Union forces at the 
February 20, 1864 Battle of Olustee. 
The Vermont-born Seymour was a 
member ofthe illustrious West Point 
class of 1846, which included George 
B. McClellan, Thomas J. Jackson and 
George Pickett. Upon graduation, 
Seymour was assigned garrison duty 
at Fort Pickens, but within a year 
served with distinction in the Mexi
can War. He saw action in most of 
the famous battles of that war, in
cluding Cerro Gordo, La Hoya, 
Contreras, Churubusco and the siege 
of Mexico City. Seymour was twice 

cited for gallant and meritorious ser
vice and breveted captain in August 
1847. At the end of the war, here
ceived his full commission as lieuten
ant of the First Artillery and 
returned to garrison duty in New 
York. For the next three years, 1850 
to 1853, he was an instructor in draw
ing at the Military Academy, followed 
by more garrison duty at Fort 
Moultrie, South Carolina. Seymour 
saw extensive duty during the Third 
Seminole War. He took a leave of 
absence for a European tour before 
returnin.g to garrison duty at Fort 
Moultrie, where he received his com
mission as captain of the First Artil
lery. It is interesting to note that the 
correspondence below refers to 
Seymour as "Captain," an obvious 
reference to his brevet rank from the 
Mexican War. At the outbreak of the 
War Between the States, Seymour 
was assigned to Fort Sumter and 
served under Major Robert Ander
son, who had seen extensive service 
in Florida during the Second Semi
nole War. 

Seymour's service in the Civil 
War included recruiting and training 
in New York and Pennsylvania, al
though in April 1862, he was as
signed to the battlefront. In that 
year, he was given a brigade com
mand in the Army of the Potomac, 
where he saw extensive and impor
tant action in the following battles: 
Mechanicsville, Gaines' Mill, Glen
dale, Malvern Hill, Second Manassas, 
South Mountain and Antietam. For 

his service in the latter two bat tles, 
he was breveted to lieutenant-colo
nel and colonel. From November 
1862 until March 1864 he was Chief 
of Staff and Artillery in the Depart
ment of the South. In this capacity 
he took part in numerous encounters, 
the most famous of which was the 
assault on Fort Wagner, South Caro
lina, where he was severely 
wounded.17 His most controversial 
engagement during the war was the 
Battle of Olustee, where his forces 
were soundly defeated and suffered 
nearly twice as many casualties as 
the opposition. Dr. David Coles, who 
has written extensively on this cam
paign, has noted that Seymour ap
pears to have been confused by the 
orders of commanding general 
Quincy A. Gillmore. Instead of 
merely taking the railhead at 
Baldwin, Florida, Seymour decided to 
move on to Lake City and then to the 
Suwannee River bridge, hoping to cut 
off all beef, salt and other commodi
ties being shipped into Georgia by 
Floridians. At Olustee, Seymour ran 
headlong into the reinforced Confed
erate army headed by General Jo
seph Finegan and was rebuffed. For 
this stinging loss, he was severely 
criticized in the Northern media. He 
responded loudly and often to these 
criticisms, but was almost immedi
ately removed from command.18 In 
May, General Seymour was sent to 
Virginia where he again took part in 
the major campaigns of the Army of 
the Potomac as commander of a bri-
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gade in the Sixth Corps. During the 
Battle of the Wilderness, he was cap
tured by Confederate forces and ex
changed in August 1864 in 
Charleston, South Carolina, where 
he was exposed to fire from Union 
guns bombarding the forces of Gen
eral Samuel Jones. Upon his return 
to Virginia, he was given command 
of a division of the Sixth Corps which 
he led in the Shenandoah Valley and 
the Richmond Campaign, serving 
with distinction and valor at the Pe
tersburg siege. For his valor and ser
vice, he was breveted major-general 
of volunteers and then brigadier-gen
eral in the regular army in March 
1865. He took an active part in the 
campaign that climaxed with the sur-

Sir 

Ft. McRae Fla 
March 21 '57 

Agreeable to instructions I have 
the honor to report that on the 13' 
last a party of five officers and two 
Men, ( & among the former the Col. 
Comdg.) left the battalion of the 1st 
& 4th Arty near New River and En 
Rou[te] from Ft Dallas to Ft. McRae 
for the purpose of finding a good 
crossing of the two Creeks; respec
tively at 3 & 4 miles from New River, 
& usually known as the North & 
South branches of Snook Creek; On 
Crossing New River, the party took 
a Course W. 112 N.W. for about the 
distance of 5 or 6 miles before reach
ing the 1st Creek. At this point which 
was very near the Everglades, the 
Cypress appeared to be of consider
able width, and did not present a 
good crossing until Skirted towards 
its mouth, to the point at which it was 
intersected by Maj. Lauderdale's 
road; this Creek Empties into the Bay 
at a point 3 Ms. N.E. from old Ft. 
Lauderdale. The 2' Creek presented 
a tolerable crossing also, when it was 
intersected by the road, it does not 
unite with the 1st Creek before Emp
tying into the Bay or Middle River 
running almost parallel with the 
coast; Neither of these creeks are laid 
down on the map and still they 
present two of the greatest obstacles 

render of Confederate forces at 
Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 
1865. 

Mustered out of the volunteer 
service in April 1865, Seymour im
mediately resumed his regular army 
career. In October 1865, he became 
post commander at Fort Taylor in 
Key West, followed by a two-year 
term as commander at Pensacola. 
After other brief tours, he returned 
to Florida to command Fort Barran
cas until September 1876. After a 
short leave of absence, he retired 
from active duty.19 He spent his re
tirement with his wife in Florence, 
Italy, where he took up his life-long 
hobby, painting. He died in Florence 
on October 30, 1891, and was interred 

for wagons between New River & Ft. 
Jupiter; they both seem to originate 
from the same Cypress swamp near 
the everglades. Middle river is about 
two Ms. from the last creek and pre
sents a good crossing. 

With reference to the pioneer 
party which was placed under my 
charge at Middle river & with in
structions to follow Maj. Lauderdale's 
road I have the honor to report that 
the road was generally good & hav
ing the direction indicated by the 
Map, except after crossing the two 
branches of the Hillsborro, where the 
crossings are laid down too far East, 
and the road makes Easting instead 
of Westing for several Miles after 
leaving the branches; the road also 
Makes much more Westing than in
dicated by the Map for 5 Miles be
fore reaching Jones Creek. There is 
an extensive spruce forrest between 
the Hillsborro & Middle river, 
slooping [sic] towards the Coast; The 
road is to the west of this forrest & 
almost skin to it in the open pine bar
ren. At Jones Creek a good road was 
found leading to McRae & the pioneer 
party was broken up. 

I am Sir 
Very Respectfully 
Yr. obt. Srvt. 

S.D. Lee 
1' Lt. 4' Art. 

in the Cimitero degli Allori. ....;uri
ously, his wife, who survived him by 
many years, was buried at West Point 
in 1919.20 

The letters that follow include 
some written by the men whose lives 
have been sketched above. Like those 
in the first section of this article, they 
have been taken from the National 
Archives Microfilm M1084: "Letters 
Sent, Register of Letters Received 
and Letters Received by Headquar
ters, Troops in Florida, and Head
quarters, Department of Florida: 
1850-1858," Roll No. 7 (Letters Re
ceived by Headquarters, Department 
ofFlorida, Registered, A-G, 1857). A 
copy of this microfilm is available at 
the Broward County Historical Com
mission office. 

To 
1' Lt. 0 . H. Tillinghast 
1st Artillery 
Actg. Adjt. 
Battalion of 1' & 4' Arty. 

Fort Dallas Fla. April 2d 1857 
Colonel 

I have the honor to submit the 
following Report and Topographical 
Sketch showing the various scouts 
executed by Company 'E' 1st Artil
lery between this post and Fort 
McRae. 

March 12th. The Company con
sisting of Capt. Doubleday, Lieut. 
Closson & Lieut. Webber with 52 en
listed men left Fort Dallas, in com
pany with Company 'B' 1st Arty. and 
Companies "F" & K of the 4th Arty. 
on the first days march the Company 
acted as a guard to the train accom
panying and encamping with it at the 
River Ratones. 

March 13th. The Company re
sumed the march with the column. 
Col. Dimick, Dr. McParlan, myself, 
Lieut. Duryea and Lieut. Lee rode 
ahead to ascertain the best crossing 
place for the train over two creeks 
which appear to be branches of 
Middle River. This duty performed 
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Map of Lieutenant Stephen 
Lee's scout from New River to 
Jones Creek, at Jupiter, from 
"Memoirs of Reconnaissances." 

we returned and encamped for the 
night with the other troops at New 
River. 

March 14th. A great part of the 
day was spent in making temporary 
crossings over the two branches 
refered to. Encamped some three 
miles beyond on Middle River. 

March 15th. Ordered to scout on 
the western side between Middle 
River and the sources of the 
Hillsborough. Took a westerly course 
which soon brought us to saw-grass 
ponds skirting the cypress; entered 
the cypress which puts out in spurs 
to the main land and connects with 
the Everglades. Had to wade nearly 
all day occasionally passing islands 
of pines in the marshes. Saw no In
dian signs. Overtook the column at 
night and encamped near some ponds 
supposed to be the sources of the 
Hillsborough. 

March 16th. Acted as guard to 
the train encamping with it some 
twelve miles from the last point. 

March 17th. Left the column 
with orders to scout on the East side 
of the road and cross the large marsh 
on that side if practicable. This had 
previously been reported as impas
sible. In about a mile came upon and 
waded the cypress bordering the 
marsh and then commenced the pas
sage. This proved by far the most 
wearisome toil I had ever under
taken. The men soon sank up to the 
middle in slimy mud and their 
progress became slow and laborious. 
I was on the point of returning but 
observing some small islands scat
tered here and there, with a ridge of 
pines in the distance I was induced 
to persevere. The saw grass assisted 
somewhat in obtaining a footing, but 
the islands even when reached af
forded no firm ground, the roots of 
the trees being imbedded in soft mud. 
The men were often obliged to cross 
floating islands which could hardly 
bear their weight. In some cases they 
fell through and would have been 
drowned were it not for the prompt 
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assistance of their comrades. When 
the passage was at length accom
plished, I found myself unexpectedly 
upon the shores of a Lake connected 
with several others which did not 
seem to correspond to any thing on 
the map. I waded this Lake to its 
northern extremity but was obliged 
to retrace my steps to go around a 
deep bay which run back and cut us 
off from the main land. Our labor 
now became, if possible, more severe, 
the water being deeper, floating is
lands more frequent and the roots of 
the trees imbedded in slime instead 
of aiding added to our embarrass
ment. Late in the day we succeeded 
in reaching a pine ridge to the north 
of the Lake, but it run out in the 
course of three miles and ended in a 
marsh on the borders of another 
Lake. We again returned, crossed a 
saw grass marsh and gained another 
pine ridge still further to the East. 
We travelled some six miles north on 
this ridge and there gained two miles 
to the West by which time it was so 
dark we were obliged to bivouac for 
the night, without knowing exactly 
in what part of the country we were, 
without coffee, blankets or any of the 
comforts provided by the soldiers and 
in a severe drenching shower of rain 
which kept the entire command 
awake all night. The country was a 
very beautiful one over which we had 
just passed, slightly hilly, and full of 
all kinds of game. It might well be a 
favorite of the Indians but we saw no 
signs of any kind. I am now con
vinced it must have been in the vi
cinity of what is called Chis village, 
but at the time I had no idea we were 
so far to the north or I should have 
looked for the village itself, or the 
remains of it. As it is, I was out of 
provisions the column was already 
nearly two days march in advance 
and the same swamp had to be re
crossed which had cost me so much 
labor on the preceding day. If my 
supposition is correct we must have 
been on the borders of Lake Worth 
and I saw open spaces to the right 
which would favor that idea, but ex
tensive saw grass marshes lay on my 
right which prevented me from go
ing still farther in that direction. 

March 18th. Undertook the pas-
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sage of the swamp which seperated 
us from the route of the column. 
Passed it with the same trials and dif
ficulties as on the previous day and 
caught up to the train about mid
night, men very much exhausted. 

March 19th. The Company 
marched as a guard to the column as 
far as the bridge over the 
Lochahatchee, where it encamped or 
rather bivouaced with the train. 

March 20th. I not being well, 
Lieut. Closson assumed command of 
the company with directions to scout 
several miles in a Northerly direction 
and rejoin the train at night. He ac
cordingly left at daylight, struck 
slightly East of North to Genl. Jesup's 
battle ground of 1837, and, then 
slightly West of North for about eight 
miles through a dry country drained 
by the Lochahatchee which stream 
was bordered with dense hammocks 
of pine and Palmetto. He passed two 
small branches, of the river running 
through a fertile country. He then 
struck South West for nine miles 
through a country alternating in 
ponds and pines. The former were 
very abundant some ankle and oth
ers knee deep, filled with alligators 
and water snakes. The pines were 
ull of deer. 

March 21st. The company acted 
:ts a guard to the train, preceeding 
Nith it as far as Fort McRae. A guard 
Jf ten men of my company, the sick 
md the greater part of the waggons 
;topped on this side of a boggy piece 
)f ground some four miles from Fort 
.VIcRae while the remainder of the 
train went on and encamped opposite 
the Fort. I remained with the former 
body and was joined by Company (K) 
under the command of Lieut. Hudson 
who bivouaced with us for the night 
and then went on to Fort McRae. 

March 22nd. Waiting for supplies 
of forage from Fort Center. 

March 23rd. The same. 
March 24th. The same. 
March 25th. Commenced our re

;urn to Fort Dallas. The Company 
·emained with the train but Lieut. 
.:::losson was ordered to scout several 
miles to the North and rejoin us at 
night. He had under his command 
five mounted men. They examined 
the country in a North Westerly di-

rection for about ten miles starting 
from the camp about four or five 
miles East of Fort McRae. He then 
returned in a South Easterly direc
tion to the road which he regained 
about nine miles from camp. He re
ports the country as fertile and con
taining many Pine and Palmetto 
hammocks. He crossed Lieut. 
Duryeas trail twice. No recent traces 
of Indians were discovered. 

March 26th. The company acted 
as a guard to the train, halting for 
the night about four or five from the 
Lochahatchee on the Eastern side or 
rather to the East and South. 

March 27th. Scouted to the West 
of the road on the border of the cy
press which skirts the Everglades. 
Were all day in the saw grass ponds 
cypress and pines. Saw no signs of 
Indians. 

March 28th. The company acted 
as a guard to the train, but Lieut. 
Webber with five mounted men 
scouted on the Eastern side. One 
mile in an Easterly direction, brought 
him to the large marsh on that side, 
which reaches from the Hillsborough 
to Fort Jupiter. He skirted the edge 
of this crossing continual spurs of it, 
running in a Westerly direction. He 
crossed volunteer and our own pre
vious trails but saw no indications of 
Indians. After travelling South some 
16 miles, he struck into the road 
about three miles North of the 
Hillsborough and four South of the 
Encampment. He reports the coun
try passed over a continual succes
sion of ponds and marshes with 
intervals of pine woods and palmet
tos, most of the ponds being passable 
for horses. 

March 29th. Th e company 
scouted to the West of the road and 
in the spurs of cypress, saw grass 
pons &c. I took a Southerly course 
which brought me almost through 
the cypress to the Everglades, which 
appeared to be some five miles from 
the road. As I was very much en
tangled in the saw-grass and cypress 
I was obliged to take a due East 
course to get free. Caught up about 
a mile from the stopping place. No 
sign of Indians. 

March 30th . The company 
marched with the train to New River, 

but Mr. Webber was detached with 
three mounted men to scout towards 
the sea coast. He struck through a 
dense spruce thicket in an Easterly 
direction for three miles until he 
reached a marsh running North and 
South from the Hillsborough (at its 
mouth) to New River intersecting it 
two miles West of the house on the 
beach. The marsh was a mile wide 
with a stream through the middle. 
He then struck South two miles and 
West one mile to get around a spur 
of the marsh; then South West to 
Middle River which he was obliged 
to pass at the crossing made for the 
train. He then again turned to the 
East and passed through thick spruce 
for two miles to the borders of a large 
marsh, a mile North, then South 
West to the crossing over the fir st 
stream beyond New River. He 
crossed Company B's trail and a 
cattle trail, but saw no Indian signs. 
The country was high and principally 
covered with scrub. 

March 31st. Ordered to scout on 
the Western side as far as the Ever
gl ades from New River to the 
Ratones. Sent Sergeant Chester with 
three mounted men to examine the 
ground between New River and 
Marsh Creek while I marched on the 
south bank of the latter stream until 
it ran into the Everglades some three 
miles from camp. I found endless 
pine islands and dry hammocks in 
the Everglades on one of which I dis
covered two beds made of Koontee 
leaves and some pieces of Koontee 
together with some sticks indicating 
an old encampment where Koontee 
had at one time been manufactured 
probably by Indians, but I should say 
this encampment was at least a year 
old. No recent trail or late sign of 
any kind could be discovered. I was 
astonished to find the water so low 
as to enable me to go anywhere I 
chose in the Everglades. Struck 
South until I came to the head of the 
principal branch of the Ratones 
which I followed down until it struck 
the road about the spot where some 
wells are sunk four miles from the 
crossing of the River. Reached the 
camp at Webbers creek a branch of 
Arch Creek. 

April 1st. Acted as a guard to the 



train and marched with it to Fort 
Dallas. 

All of which is respectfully sub
mitted 
To Brevet Col. J . Dimick 1 Arty. 
Abner Doubleday 
Commanding 3d District of Florida 
Capt. 1st. Arty. 
Commanding Company "G" 

Sir 

Fort Dallas Fla 
April 2nd /57 

In compliance with the directions 
of the Colonel, I have the honor to 
submit the following report & topo
graphical sketch of the route of Com
pany "B" 1st Artillery, from Fort 
Dallas to Fort McRae Fla. 

With Lieut. Childs & fifty two 
non comd officers & privates of Co. 
B. 1st Arty, I left Fort Dallas on the 
12th of March & moving with the 
train encamped on the Rio Ratones. 
The following day we crossed New 
River, & Col. Dimick, Dr. McFarland 
[Sic. McParlin], Capt. Doubleday, 
Lieut. Lee & myself, examined the 
country to the head waters of Snook 
Creek to find the most practicable 

crossing of that stream. On the 14th 
the company moved with the train to 
the crossing of Middle River. On the 
morning of the 15th leaving Camp & 
Train took a North easterly direction 
& examined the Country to Hillsoro 
Inlet & thence up the Hillsboro River 
to the crossing without finding any 
signs whatever of Indians. On the 
following day the Company moved 
with the Train about ten miles be
yond the Hillsboro. On the morning 
of the 17th leaving Camp & Train 
struck a due west Course, crossed the 
Cypress swamp & proceeded a half 
mile into the Everglades, examined 
several Islands finding them to be 
very small & no evidence oflndians. 
The Cypress swamp at the crossing 
was about a mile & a half wide, & 
the mud & water at an average depth 
of 18 inches, returning to the swamp 
took a North easterly course for about 
seven miles, & then due east. Came 
upon an old Indian encampment 
about two miles from the road, which 
evidently had not been occupied for 
several months, striking the road we 
reached Camp on the following day. 

On the 19th leaving Camp about 
seven miles below the crossing of 
Jane's Creek, took a westerly course 
to the Cypress swamp, made an ex
amination of two large hammocks 
suitable for Cultivation, then follow
ing up the border of the Cypress to 
the road, proceeded to the crossing 

Fort Dallas, as it appeared in the years immediately following the 
Civil War. 
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of the Lochahatchee and on the fol
lowing day moved with the train 
about six miles beyond that river. On 
the morning of the 21st leaving the 
train proceeded on Genl Eustis route 
about four miles above its junction 
with Lieut Raine's then taking a 
westerly course made an examina
tion of the large hammock indicated 
on the map, then taking a North 
westerly course struck Lake Okee
Cho-bee about 14 miles above Fort 
McRae, following down the hammock 
bordering the Lake, we found two or 
three old Indian Encampments, but 
none that had been recently occupied, 
finding it impracticable to cross 
Cohancy Bay, we recrossed the saw 
grass prairie & taking a southerly 
direction reached Fort McRae March 
23rd. 

The Company started with the 
train to return to this post on the 
25th. On the 26th & 27th Lieut. 
Childs was detached from the Com
pany, & with a mounted party on 
three horses and three mules, after 
crossing the Lochahatchee scoured 
the country in the direction of Jupi
ter & on the east of the road leading 
to Fort Dallas. On the 28th the Com
pany left the train about 18 miles 
south of Jones Creek & scouted on 
the West side of the road along the 
Cypress Swamp, and encamped 
about eight miles above the Hillsboro. 

On the 29th Lt. Childs was de
tached from the company, & with the 
mounted party as before scoured the 
country on the east of the road & 
south of that River. On the 30th left 
the train about six miles below the 
Hillsboro, took a westerly course to 
the swamp, skirted the Cypress for 
about three miles, then proceeded in 
a south Easterly direction to New 
River. On the 31st marched with the 
Train to Arch Creek. April 1st leav
ing the train proceeded in a westerly 
direction to the Everglades & skirted 
along the everglades between Arch 
Creek & Little River. Came upon an 
old Indian Encampment at the head 
waters of Little River & another 
about two miles lower down, neither 
had been occupied for a long time. 
Crossing Little River at the first prac
ticable point, proceeded on a South 
easterly direction reaching this post 
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on the afternoon of the same day. 

To 

I am Sir 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obdt. Servt. 
R. C. Duryea 
1st Lt. 1st Arty. 

Lieut. P. T. Wyman 
Adjt. 1st Regt Arty. 
Fort Dallas 
Fla. 

Head Qrs. 3rd District of Florida 
Fort Dallas August 7th 1857 

Sir. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt 

of Special Order No. 90, on the 27th 
July, directing me to organize a com
mand to thoroughly scout the entire 
country between this and Orange 
Grove Haul-over, and to report that 
Capt. Doubleday left here on the 28th 
July with two Lieutenants and 
Eighty men, rationed with twenty 
days bread and fifteen of Pork, and 
furnished with suitable transporta
tion and instructed to carry the or
der into full effect. 

He returned today with his com
mand reporting that he had fully car
ried out his instructions in scouting 
the entire country to Orange Grove 
Haul-Over, and that Captain 
Seymour not having arrived at the 
point of meeting, he found it neces
sary to hurry back in consequence of 
the rising of the rivers, particularly 
Middle River, which he would have 
had great difficulty in recrossing had 
the water risen a few inches higher; 
as it was he reported that the water 
was so high that the mules but barely 
touched bottom. 

The Captain reports that no signs 
oflndians were seen by his command, 
his detailed report and map of his 
scout I will forward by the next mail. 
I regret to state that I was necessar
ily obliged to issue hard bread which 
had been condemned and ordered to 
be sold, not having any other on 
hand. The Captain reports that it 
had caused dysentery among his com
mand. The condition of the hard 
bread was not known until the dav 

after Captain Kilburn left the post, 
as soon as it was known I directed 
the A. C. s. to require more, but his 
requisition could not have reached 
Tampa Bay until after the order for 
the scout was issued. 

To 

Sir: 

I am sir, 
Very Respy. 
Your obed't. Servant 
J. Dimick 
Bvt. Col. & Major 1 Ary. 
Comg. 3rd District 

Major Francis N. Page 
Ass't Adgt. Gen'l., Dept. of Fla. 
Tampa, Fla. 

Fort Dallas, Florida 
August lOth 1857 

I[n] compliance with your orders, 
I proceed to submit a report of the 
operations of the detachment of 
Comp. "B" 1st Art., in the late expe
dition to Orange Grove Haul-over. 

On the 28th of August [July] the 
detachment examined the hammocks 
& scoured the country on the right of 
the road to the bay, and as far as 
Little River, which it crossed, exam
ined the hammocks on the right and 
the one on the left, and returned to 
Camp on Little River. 

On the 29th the detachment pro
ceeded in the same manner to exam
ine the country & hammocks on the 
left of the road, followed up the ham
mocks on the right and left banks of 
Arch Creek as far as the Everglades, 
and joined the train at Camp on the 
Ratones. 

On the 30th examined the ham
mocks on the right of the road, all of 
which were on the edge of a large saw 
grass marsh extending nearly to the 
sea coast, and were more or less, ex
cept in the immediate vicinity of New 
River. 

On the 31st crossed New River, 
searched the large hammock on its 
left bank, visited the site of Fort Lau
derdale, examined a large hammock 
on the right bank of Snook Creek, 
scoured the country on the right and 
ioined the train at Snook Creek. 

On August 1st the detachment 
examined a series of hammocks on 
the right of the road extending to 
Middle River, crossing which it 
scoured the country on the left and 
examined hammocks as far as Camp 
on Aligator pond. 

August 2nd. Proceeded from 
camp in an E .N.E. direction, crossed 
the Hillsborough one and a half miles 
from its mouth and followed it to the 
sea. On the right bank is a ridge of 
rich loam which presented the ap
pearance of having been cultivated 
many years since, it is nearly a mile 
in length and varies from fifty to one 
hundred yards in width, and is the 
only place which the detachment vis
ited which seemed fit for cultivation. 
Game was seen in great abundance 
in this vicinity. 

The detachment followed the 
Hillsborough from its mouth to camp, 
which was near the source of the 
northern branch, crossing frequently 
from one side to the other, and 
searching the thickets and ham
mocks on the banks. The under
growth being thick & matted the 
march was very fatiguing. 

August 3rd. Proceeded from 
camp in an Easterly direction and, by 
crossing several narrow spurs of 
Sawgrass, succeeded in gaining the 
Spruce ridge which lies on the East 
of the broad Sawgrass marsh north 
of the Hillsborough. Crossed this 
ridge in a N.E. direction and struck 
the Little Hillsborough, which at this 
point was thought to be about half a 
mile from the Sea. To reach the river 
it was necessary to cross a sawgrass 
marsh in which the men sank to the 
middle & then a mangrove swamp 
which it was very difficult to climb 
through. This river is for the most 
part bordered by a hammock very dif
ficult to penetrate. Followed up the 
river five or six miles searching the 
hammock at intervals. Found a 
mound of sand forty feet high over
looking the Sea more than half a mile 
distant. Endeavoured to cross the 
river at points one and two miles 
North of this, where ran through a 
saw-grass marsh, but found it too 
broad & deep. Encamped in the 
Spruce ridge, two miles north of this 
mound which marks "Orange Groves 



Haul-over", the men wearied out by 
toilsome marching. 

August 4th. Crossed the ridge in 
a Westerly direction, one mile and 
came upon the saw-grass marsh 
above referred to. Turned South and 
saw the marsh from time to time on 
our right for eight or ten miles. Pro
ceeded by the shortest line to camp 
on Aligator pond. The men much 
wearied by marching a long distance 
over the fallen trees of the Spruce 
ridge under a burning sun. 

On the 5th, 6th & 7th the detach
ment acted as escort to the train un
til it reached Fort Dallas. 

I have the honor to be respy. 
Yr. Obt. Svt. 
F. L. Childs 
2d Lt. 1st Art. 

Capt. A. Doubleday 1st Art. 
Comdg. Batt. of Arty. 

To 
Bt. Colonel Justin Dimick 
1st Arty. 
Commanding the 
3rd Military District of Fla. 

Fort Dallas, Fla. Aug. 10, 1857 
Colonel 

I have the honor to report that 
in obedience to your orders, I left Fort 
Dallas on the 28th July with Lieu
tenants Webber and Childs and 80 
men of companies "E" and "B" of the 
1st Artillery to carry out Special Or
der No. 90 from the Head Qrs. of the 
Department, directing the country to 
be examined and the hammocks 
searched between this post and Or
ange Grove Haulover. 

July 28. Marched as far as Little 
River with a train of five waggons and 
three pack mules. Company "B" ex
amined the hammocks on the right 
to the sea coast and Company "E" on 
the left as far as the borders of the 
Everglades. No Indian signs were 
discovered. It was scarcely necessary 
to scout this part of the route, as it is 
gone over nearly every day by par
ties from the Fort in search of stray 
cattle. In order to examine the ham
mocks effectually the men were 
obliged to were [wear] masks ofmos
quito netting. The stings of these 

insects and the swarms of flies which 
beset the animals made them most 
unmanageable. The men had to lie 
down at night in a thick mangrove 
swarming with mosquitoes and ob
tained but little rest. 

July 29th. Marched with the 
train to the Ratones, Company "E" 
examining the country to the right 
and Company "B" to the left. No 
traces of Indians. Mosquitoes, as 
usual, very annoying. 

July 30th. Reached New River 
examining the country to the right 
and left as before. Particular atten
tion was given to a large hammock 
bordering the stream, but there were 
no marks to show that it had even 
been inhabited. 

July 31st. Lieut. Childs was di
rected to take Company "B" and thor
oughly scout a large hammock 
bordering the River on the North 
side. He went through it lengthwise 
and crossed it in every direction but 
without result. He came upon there
mains of what is thought to be old 
Fort Lauderdale. 

New River being about 200 feet 
wide and 30 feet deep presented a for
midable obstacle to the passage of the 
train, more especially as the large 
raft made of empty barrels, used on 
a previous occasion had become ut
terly useless. A large rope being 
stretched across the stream, the 
waggon loads were carried over in 
one of the metallic bodies used as a 
boat. By tying a long rope to the hal
ter of one of the animals and pulling 
him over all the mules followed and 
swam to the landing place. I then 
passed the running gear of a waggon 
by fastening a rope to the tongue and 
another behind in order that it might 
be pulled back in case any obstruc
tion in the bottom of the stream 
should prevent it from going forward. 
It was then allowed to sink to the 
bottom and was hauled across with
out difficulty. All the other waggons 
bodies, bows & all were taken over 
in the same way. The train then con
tinued its march as far as Snook 
Creek where it encamped for the 
night. 

August 1st. The passage of Snook 
Creek also presented some difficulty 
in consequence of a quagmire on the 
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South side. This having been par
tially filled in, the mules floundered 
through without any great detention. 
The temporary bridge over the sec
ond branch of the same stream being 
in a very dilapidated condition gave 
us some additional trouble but at 
length we were enabled to pass it suc
cessfully. Lieut. Webber was directed 
to take Compy. "E" and scout to the 
sea coast, up towards the 
Hillsborough and rejoin us in camp 
five miles beyond Middle River. 
Lieut. Childs with Compy. "B" 
scouted between Snook Creek and 
Middle River and on the left of our 
course from Middle River to camp. 
The report of these officers gives 
many details as to the appearance of 
the country. Neither ofthem saw any 
Indians signs. Middle River I found 
to be very much swollen by the rains. 
Its width was 150 yards and the 
depth was such that the mules could 
hardly keep their feet without swim
ming. The water entered into the 
waggon bodies but without doing any 
serious injury. Encamped for the 
night among the spruce and pines at 
Alligator Pond. 

August 2d. The train proceeded 
to the North Branch of the 
Hillsborough. The route abounded in 
wet prairies which were quite boggy 
in some places, spurs of cypress from 
the Everglades crossed the road re
peatedly. Lieut. Childs with his de
tachment of Company "B" scouted 
over to the sea coast and followed up 
the Hillsborough to our camp, cross
ing and recrossing the River and ex
amining the thickets on each side; but 
without discovering any signs of In
dians. Lieut. Webber with his detach
ment of Company "E" entered into 
the cypress and examined the coun
try to the borders of the Everglades, 
but without result. About a mile from 
the camp on Alligator Pond, a few 
poles are standing indicating the ex
istence of an old Indian village, which 
apparently has not been inhabited for 
many years. 

Auguste 3d. The bridge over the 
Hillsborough being in bad order and 
the country beyond somewhat boggy, 
I left the waggon train under charge 
of Lieut. Webber and proceeded my
self with a detachment of Co. "E" to 
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scout the country as far north as the 
Orange Grove Haulover, that is op
posite to it. This duty I accomplished 
without seeing any Indian sign or 
traces of Capt. Seymour. I then re
turned to camp. Lieut. Childs in the 
mean time had been directed to take 
two days provisions and proceed to 
the Haulover itself by way of the 
coast. He succeeded in crossing the 
Southern part of the large marsh 
which extends North to Fort Jupiter 
but was unable to reach the sea coast 
itself in consequence of an interven
ing stream and marsh. He went par
allel to the coast however one mile 
beyond the Haulover returned and 
stopped a short time at the Haulover 
and then came back by another route 
to Alligator Pond, exploring a large 
spruce & pine region and many wet 
hammocks which border the country 
in the vicinity of the little 
Hillsborough. He saw no Indian 
signs. 

August 4th. Although the words 
of the Dept. order would seem to im
ply a meeting between Capt. 
Seymour and myself opposite or at 
the Haulover, as he had not come up 
I did not consider it possible to wait 
for him any length of time, on account 
of the uncertainty of his movements 
and my ignorance as to the time he 
started. There was a good deal of 
sickness in camp, some of which I did 
not well know how to treat, dysen
tery was increasing, the medicines for 
the cure of it had given out, and the 
heavy rains gave reason to fear that 
Middle River would soon be if not 
absolutely impassable a serious im
pediment to my return. I accordingly 
broke up the camp and retraced my 
steps to Alligator Pond, where Lieut. 
Childs soon after joined me. 

August 5th. In order to scout the 
entire sea coast south to a point op
posite Fort Dallas I directed Lieut. 
Webber with Company "E" to take 
four days provisions and endeavor to 
construct a raft from the timber on 
the beach and cross New River at its 
mouth. Finding the water of a mod
erate depth and the width only two 
hundred feet he forded it. The sharks 
however were very large and numer
ous and one man was knocked down 
by one, but not otherwise injured. 

His command reached a point oppo
site the Fort after a toilsome march 
of two days from whence they re
crossed the bay in boats sent over 
from the garrison. The[y] had exam
ined the hammocks and thickets on 
the coast without seeing any traces 
of Indians. The train escorted by 
Lieut. Childs and his detachment 
reached and crossed New River on 
the evening of the 5th. 

August 6th. The train marched 
to Little River and encamped. 

August 7th. The train returned 
to Fort Dallas. 

The number of sick was 16 out of 
80 which is just one fifth the force. 
The hard bread issued to the men was 
sour and mouldy, there being no 
other at the post, and this in my opin
ion caused diarrhea which was aggra
vated to dysentery by the heat &c. 

I regret exceedingly that no 
traces oflndians were discovered but 
I do not believe there is at present 
any Seminoles in that section of coun
try. Our old trails were so distinct 
and every deer and bear track was 
so plain that it would in my opinion 
be impossible for any hunting party 
to be out without leaving a perma
nent trail in the high grass and mud 
of the wet prairies which are inter
spersed with the pines in every di
rection. 

All of which is respectfully sub-
mitted by 

Abner Doubleday 
Capt. 1st Arty. 
Commanding Battalion 
lstArty. 

------~t~------
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THE Clltv\ATESUPERBANDYOU CAN PROVE IT 
THE PARADISE OF THE EAST COAST 

In the early 1920s, Broward County, and much of 
Florida, stood on the threshold of the Great Florida Real 
Estate Boom. Although the "boom" itself has drawn much 
attention with its tales of frenzied speculation and circus
like promotions and its legacy of new - and sometimes 
uncompleted-residential subdivisions and Mediterranean
style structures, the decade of change which led up to it 
has often been ignored. In Broward, that decade began 
with the creation of the county itself and the opening of the 
Dixie Highway in 1915, and continued with the opening of 
the first bridges to the beach areas two years later, making 
possible the auto-centered tourist economy which would 
characterize much of the twentieth century. Post-World War 
I economic expansion and efforts by local governments and 

business to publicize the area as a destination for both 
tourists and new residents boosted this trend. Beneath 
the growing focus on tourism and commercial and resi
dential development, however, Broward County's agricul
tural base remained strong and its territory predominantly 
rural. 

The promotional brochure reprinted here, issued by 
the Advertising Committee of the Fort Lauderdale Cham
ber of Commerce in early 1924, captures some of the flavor 
of this transitional period in Broward's history. The text 
of the brochure is printed here in its entirety, with a sam
pling of some of its illustrations. The original brochure is 
on file in the archives of the Broward County Historical 
Commission. 

Deetfield- GatewiJIJ to Broward County. 

When the motorist crosses the 
Hillsboro River, the Broward County 
sign appears, with Deerfield as the 
northern gateway to the county. A 
progressive town with such develop
ment as will bring it into importance 
in the near future. A rock and as
phalt road from the town to the At
lantic, connecting with the Ocean 
boulevard, and which terminates at 
Palm Beach, thirty miles north. 
Deerfield beach, a mile and a half 
from the town, has many attractions 
for surf bathers, is very safe, and has 
a pavilion and bathhouse. Portions 
of the beach are cleared with grad
ing for boulevards and streets, this 

JDeerfielJ - The Entrance 

preliminary work being done in view 
of a splendid resort which is contem
plated. Also a sixty-room hotel is to 
be built. 

Deerfield is one of the leading 
agricultural centers in Broward 
County, and the records indicate that 
during 1923 there were 350 carloads 
rolled in addition to 60,000 packages 
of vegetables by express. It is esti
mated that 60 per cent of shipments 
are beans, with peppers, tomatoes, 
eggplants, cucumbers. The soil is also 
adapted to citrus culture, the fruit at
taining a flavor comparable to that 
of any on the market. Five thousand 
acres of the finest vegetable land lies 

within eight miles of Deerfield, with 
rock road leading to it, each year the 
increasing acreage proving the won
derful agricultural possibilities ofthe 
community. 

Two well-established churches, 
and a new fire-proof school building 
furnished with modern equipment to 
take care of grades from primary 
through the grammar school, while 
free transportation is furnished to the 
county High School at Ft. Lauder
dale, affording the older students ev
ery advantage in educational 
training. 

Fishing in deep sea and fresh 
water appeals to the sportsmen. A 
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Deerfield scenes, including the 
Australian Hotel (above) and ... 

large number of the fish winning first 
and second prizes in the Lauderdale 
Anglers Club were caught in waters 
adjacent to Deerfield. 

During the last few months, the 
town has taken on many improve
ments, new homes being built, hotel 
remodeled, warehouse and stores 
constructed, streets widened, giving 
a general outlook of progress. 

The shore line ofBroward County 

The raising of beans has been the 
distinctive feature of Pompano for a 
number of years, and the prosperity 
of the community has centered 
around the bean crops to a large ex
tent. The last two years has seen con
siderable change in this section and 
the resources are gradually becom
ing more diversified. 

West ofthe town, on the rich marl 
and muck prairies, a thousand acres 
ofbeans will be planted this fall and 
winter, and there will be a consider
able acreage of peppers, peas, cucum
bers, tomatoes, and other vegetables. 

East of the town the ocean beach 
section is being developed into beau
tiful resorts and winter residence sec
tions, with hundreds of thousands of 
dollars being expended in private and 
public improvements and buildings. 

nearing completion, the J.D. 
Butler House (above). 

The expansion of development 
has, of necessity, materially affected 
the prosperity of Pompano, which has 
taken on a decidedly flattering ad
vancement during the past year. 

The Bank of Pompano, which was 
incorporated in September, 1922, has 
grown rapidly and at the end of its 
first year, had resources of more than 
$250,000.00. During the summer a 
handsome bank structure of concrete 
was erected and the bank now has 
commodious and pleasant quarters. 

Several new business buildings 
for stores and restaurant have been 
completed this summer and half a 
dozen fine homes erected, costing 
from $6,000 to $12,000, with the ad
dition of many bungalows and cot
tages. The Pompano school building 
has had a substantial addition made 

is an interesting study to those who 
believe in the future development of 
the county. Looking from Hillsboro 
lighthouse, June 1923, is a strong 
contrast to what will be seen from the 
same elevation June, 1924, when the 
shore line will show the completion 
of projects which will give Broward 
County an importance second to none 
on the East Coast of Florida. 

this year in order to accommodate the 
rapidly increasing number of pupils. 

During the last heavy shipping 
season, from December 1 to April 1, 
there were 368 solid cars of veg
etables shipped from Pompano, the 
total number of crates and packages 
shipped by freight and express being 
225,000. The value of the crops in 
the Pompano section last season was 
approximately $600,000, and it is es
timated that the coming season this 
amount will reach three quarters of 
a million. The drainage systems have 
been greatly improved and an irriga
tion system installed on a good por
tion of the rich farming section and 
the growers are preparing for bigger 
crops than ever. 

On the ocean beach there are four 
developments in progress that will 



make this one of the most interest
ing sections on the East Coast. Pom
pano Beach is building up steadily, 
with a number of new homes. Pom
pano-by-the-Sea is practically sold 
and several bungalows have been 
erected. Hillsborough Beach, for 
many years a favorite picnic point 
and fishing ground, is now being de
veloped into a beautiful resort with 
a number of features that are un
equaled for natural beauty on the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

Immediately adjoining the Gov
ernment Lighthouse, the exclusive 
Lake Placid School for Boys is erect
ing buildings in preparation for the 
opening of the winter term of this cel
ebrated institution, which has its 
spring and fall quarters at Lake 
Placid, New York. One of the attrac
tive features of this school is the 
maintenance of a fleet of boats in 
Hillsboro bay and river for the 
aquatic sports connected with the 
school. On the west side of the East 
Coast Canal or inland water route 
from New York to Miami, an athletic 
field is being prepared, with all the 
latest equipment for outside land 
sports. 

Pompano has a splendid location, 
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Pompano scenes. 

just halfway between Miami and 
Palm Beach. It has good stores, 
strong bank, excellent school, good 
churches, public garage, lumber yard, 
several large vegetable packing 

houses. Growing constantly, as are 
all other towns along the Broward 
coast, and with a bright future. The 
town where people make their homes 
both winter and summer. 

Woman's Club (left) and produce at Colohatchee. 

Colohatchee is the first station 
;hree miles north of Ft. Lauderdale 
.md within a half a mile of the South
eastern Packing Plant. On either 
side of this hamlet is a small river 
where bass and sergeant play. These 
streams run through the most beau
tiful scenery, with palms and pines 
overhung with masses of trailing 

gray moss. 
Out from Colohatchee are many 

truck farms, from which are shipped 
carloads of winter vegetables and 
fruits; the packing sheds make an in
teresting place during the shipping 
season. 

The Woman's Club at this village 
is very active, and the results accom-

plished by this band of women give 
evidence of the enterprise they have, 
and the spirit of co-operation in the 
promotion of their plans. 

Free bus transportation is fur
nished by the school board for the 
children to the Ft. Lauderdale 
schools, where they enjoy every edu
cational advantage. 
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Zona was the first settlement in 
the Everglades and located on the 
South New River Canal, nine miles 
west of Ft. Lauderdale, and so named 
from the fact that the first settlers 
were from the Panama Zone. They 
came prepared to pioneer their way 
through this wild, isolated land, and 
set to work to bring results from what 
seemed to them to be the richest soil 
in the world. No roads, no means of 
transportation or communication ex
cept the boat which came from Ft. 
Lauderdale up the narrow canal, and 
which gave them the only thrill from 
the outside world. The marvelous 
stories of snakes, alligators, insects 
and other attacking forces were al
ways before them, and the head of 
one household carried a hypodermic 
needle with the necessary quipment 
[sic] in order to treat the snake bites 
they were going to get. After wait
ing many years to apply this remedy, 
the needle was relegated to the trash 
with the stories. 

The village, for various reasons, 
became known as Davie, and the set
tlers proved the fact that there were 
no lands superior to these for fall and 
winter vegetables and fruits. The 

drainage projects called for the wid
ening ofthe canal, and with the build
ing of the first road, the success of 
Davie was assured. Out from this 
point, farm development is rapidly 
going on. The greatest achievement 
of this Davie district is the planting 
of the first citrus grove in Everglade 
muck soil in 1914, and the results 
have attracted the wide attention and 
interest of citrus growers all over the 
country. It made this favorable show
ing without fertilizer, without exten
sive cultivation, and with a minimum 
of spraying, etc. The fruit from this 
grove in competition with fruit from 
other groves in the State of Florida 
and California, topped the market in 
New York City. The great success of 
this experiment has prompted a 
strong movement toward tree plant
ing in this neighborhood ofthe South 
New River Canal, and hundreds of 
acres are being planted to citrus. 

The people of Davie are rather 
proud of their town and its achieve
ments, and while the community is 
small, there being a little less than a 
hundred families tributary to it, they 
believe in the outcome of the near 
future. Good roads, a very finely 

equipped public school, costing 
$15,000, stores, repair shops. The 
town is now engaged in raising funds 
for the erection of a new church, hav
ing outgrown the present structure. 
Fresh-water fishing in the South 
New River Canal, and a drive of 
seven miles over hard-surfaced 
roads, to Dania beach or the surf at 
Ft. Lauderdale, gives a fine recre
ation in water sports in the Atlantic 
Ocean. 

Perhaps the finest thing at Davie 
is the co-operative community spirit 
animating all her people, causing 
them to pull together in splendid har
mony in all matters for the material 
or spiritual good of their town. The 
growers' organization, the woman's 
club, the various societies of the 
church folk, all seem to be as one in 
every proposition for the good of 
Davie and Broward County. 

The thing which animates the 
Davie folk, which fills them with this 
magnificent spirit is the profound 
belief that kindly nature never gave 
better opportunities for money-mak
ing or for happiness and contentment 
than those offered in this Cream of 
the Land of the Everglades. Whether 

"A Ten-Acre Everglades Citrus Grove Produced Over 3,000 Boxes 
On Its Ninth Birthday Without Fertilizer or Cultivation." 



it be making or creating wealth from 
any one of a dozen kinds of farming, 
vegetables, fruits, poultry or animal; 
whether it be living a life of ease in a 

The Southeast Coast of Florida 
is rapidly coming into prominence for 
its opportunities in diversified farm
ing, and the trained eye of a far-see
ing business man is not needed to 
sense the possibilities of the Ever
glade area in Broward County, as 
they are too evident for further doubt. 

Intensely interesting is the study 
of the productiveness ofthis wonder
ful muck soil, which is from a few 
inches to twelve feet in depth, the 
richness of which is unsurpassed, and 
aided by the most favorable of cli
matic conditions, there being a 
greater number of growing days, pro
duce is brought to northern markets 
at a very early date. Of great impor
tance is the fact that very little fer
tilizer is used in cultivating crops. 
The main canals are being aug
mented by miles of laterals and 
ditches, which are gradually drain
ing a portion of the country in a most 
effective manner. At the present 

One ofthe most progressive steps 
taken by Broward County is the 
opening of an inlet into the ocean, at 
the mouth of New River. With a 
channel-width of 600 feet between 
jetties, furnishing a depth of 10 112 
feet of water through which sea-go
ing vessels of light draft find a safe 
entrance and harbor. 

The Lighthouse Service of the 
Department of Commerce and Labor 
has placed a light buoy off shore, 
channel lights and such aids to navi
gation as are necessary for the safety 
of vessels coming up the river to the 
center of Fort Lauderdale, where our 
modern free docks and pure water 
are furnished for all purposes. 

climate unsurpassed; or whether it 
be the mere taking of a daily living 
and a daily joy with the least possible 
effort, they believe that no other spot 

time, about 12,000 acres are drained, 
the dredges at work in sections radi
ating from Davie, and each month 
sees more land available for cultiva
tion. 

The satisfactory production of 
vegetables and fruits has been estab
lished, and the people of Broward 
County's drained Everglade district 
are now looking into the near future 
with a vision of stock ranging over 
these lands, grasses planted for fat
tening cattle and hogs. With the 
luxuriant growth of all forage and 
food crops, it is believed that stock 
can be raised at a much less figure 
than in any other part of the coun
try. 

Even now there are to be seen 
beautiful fat cattle in fields of velvet 
beans and corn, ready for the show 
ring or markets. 

The poultry industry is as yet in 
its infancy. The continuous green so 

The jetties extend several hun
dred feet into the Atlantic to a depth 
of twelve feet of water. 
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is its superior, and very, very few its 
equal. 

We invite you to share these 
things with us. 

necessary for thrifty chicks, is avail
able the entire year, and to be had 
for sowing the seed. Being under the 
most favorable weather conditions, 
the laying period is extended. Local 
markets consume all the output, and 
the demand is greatly in excess of the 
supply. 

With about 800 acres now being 
planted to citrus, 500 acres of young 
trees, and 600 in bearing, Broward 
County will be able to favorably com
pete with other localities in the pro
duction of this fruit. 

Men of wide prominence are 
holding a finger on the pulse of 
Broward County, watching with 
much gratification the development 
of their interests, while the attention 
of many others is attracted to this 
progressive locality, and who are in
vestigating its wonderful advantages 
and opportunities for the near future 
along all agricultural lines. 

The north jetty will be completed 
with smooth surface to permit of its 
being used as a fishing pier. 
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The second largest city in 
Broward County is ideally located, 
being on the Dixie Highway, the 
Florida East Coast Railway, about 
two miles from the Atlantic Ocean. 
Miami is only twenty miles south, 
and Ft. Lauderdale five miles north, 
with Palm Beach forty-seven miles 
further north. 

Paved and oiled streets, a new 
boulevard to the Atlantic Ocean hav
ing just been completed, shows that 
Dania's one-thousand-resident popu
lation believes in good roads. 

Three churches, a state accred-

Las Olas Beach, with diving platform. 

ited high school and a grade school 
having an attendance, last year, of 
two hundred and fifty. Stores, ga
rages, packing houses, hotels, apart
ment houses and bank. Dania has 
an active Civic Improvement League, 
which invites you to their social 
hours, lectures, library, luncheons, 
discussions and musical features 
which are planned by this organiza
tion. Its home is the Community 
house in the public park. On the park 
grounds are horseshoes, tennis 
courts, chess and checker boards to 
help you to live out-of-doors and be 

Dania scenes. 

happy. Dania's bathing beach is at
tractive, and one mile north is the 
golf grounds where you are welcome. 
Good fishing and hunting. 

Farming is one of the greatest 
factors in the rapid growth of Dania, 
and owing to the richness of the soil 
it has become the largest tomato 
growing section of the East Coast 
north of Miami. Last season's pro
duction exceeded three hundred car
loads. Besides tomatoes, cabbage and 
corn, there are fine orange, grape
fruit and avocado groves in this vi
cinity. Dania has the largest tomato 



canning factory in the state of 
Florida, and its output amounts to 
twenty-five carloads every season. 

Dania owns its own water sys
tem, and the water has been pro
nounced by experts to be equal to the 
best in the state. It also has tele
phone and electric light. 

The Dania Canal flowing from 
the Everglades into the Dania Sound, 
and the Florida East Coast Canal the 
inland waterway from New York to 
Key West, flow through a vast farm
ing section where fruit and veg
etables are grown in great quantities 
during the fall and winter season. 
This Dania Canal is one of the deep
est and widest of all the drainage ca
nals, being ninety feet wide and eight 
feet deep. In the upper reaches, there 
is an abundance of every variety of 
fresh-water fish, and near the mouth 
many salt-water fish are caught. 

Dania has provided a camp 
ground for the auto-tourist, with a 
beautiful rest room, reading room, 
ladies' retiring rooms, running water, 
electric lights, toilets, showers, etc. 
It is located at the northern approach 
of the city on the Dixie Highway. 

A cordial welcome is extended to 
all who care to avail themselves of 
this opportunity. The Chamber of 
Commerce is anxious to make reply 
to any communications, and extends 
an invitation to you to make a per
sonal investigation. 

Among the attractions of 
Broward County is the beautiful gar
den ofWyldwoode located just north 
of Dania between the canal and the 
Ft. Lauderdale golf grounds. Enter
ing through an avenue of purple Bou
gainvillea, the visitor is spellbound 
with the beauty of it. On either side, 

The story of Hollywood's devel
opment from a pine forest two years 
ago to a beautiful modern city, with 
all of the necessary conveniences and 

tropical trees and plants, a large va
riety of the Palm family, Royals, co
coanuts, date palms and others, with 
a collection of rare specimens oftrees 
from foreign lands. A magnificent 
Royal Poinciana, with a snow-white 
clematis climbing to its highest 
branches, spreading its feathery 
spray in a graceful shower over the 
top of this tree. The Australian Fat 
tree, the pomegranate, sugar apple 
with fruit resembling the artichoke, 
camphor tree, crepe myrtle, and 
many others. Thirty-four varieties of 
Crotons, with a riot of colors, yet all 
in glorious harmony. There are very 
few varieties of the citrus family not 
represented in this twenty-acre gar
den, and of most luscious flavors. 
Some of these trees are thirty years 
old, and continue bearing delicious 
fruit. Mangoes and avocadoes with 
exceptionally fine fruit, some of the 
trees growing to a most unusual size 
and height. In fact the marvelous 
development of all growing things 
within Wyldwoode is very wonderful. 

Nature was given a free hand in 
this "Beauty Spot," and she chose a 
wide range in which to make her dis
play-from the dainty blue flower, 
the roses, the purple and red Bouga
invillea, the unrivalled brilliance of 
the Royal Poinciana, to a battle be
tween two giants of the forest, the 
outcome of which is one of the won
ders of South Florida. A beautiful 
specimen oflive oak, a tall and stately 
giant of the Florida hammock lands, 
perhaps sheltered a bird in its migra
tion for some southern clime, for the 
seed of a Banyan tree was deposited 
in the top of the oak, which sprouted, 
sending out a slender brown thread
like root, which continued to grow, 

many of the luxuries of our larger 
centers of population, reads like a 
romance. 

Two years ago J. W. Young, presi-
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dangling by the side of the oak, until 
at last it barely touched the ground 
where immediately it took root. This 
root soon became taut as a fiddle 
string, hardening as it grew. Others 
followed until there were millions of 
them twisting around each other, the 
slendor [sic] brown roots turning into 
a menace of fearful tentacles, ever 
straining and pulling, wrapping their 
grasping fingers around the mighty 
oak until unable to withstand the 
force of the enemy, it has succumbed, 
its branches being encircled and 
crushed, its trunk now resting at an 
angle of nearly 45 degrees. A feeling 
of awe comes over one in the pres
ence of this relentless battle in which 
these two giants of the forest are en
gaged, and it is a struggle to the 
death, for the great oak has met its 
Waterloo and is surely doomed. How 
long, no one knows, but the Banyan 
roots grow at the rate of four to six 
inches per month. 

Loath to leave this strange dem
onstration, the visitor passes through 
walks or paths to other things of in
terest. Here a golden pheasant, there 
strange Japanese or Chinese fowl , 
over in the sunlight a peacock spread
ing himself in the sunshine, display
ing his gorgeous blue-bronze 
plumage. But the strangling of the 
oak calls the visitor again with its 
strange fascination. A unique feature 
is the f('lnce made of Gumbo Limbo 
posts, placed in rustic fashion, and 
having taken root are sending out 
branches which give a picturesque 
effect to the beautiful tropical setting 
of Wyldwoode. 

You are invited to come to this 
garden on the Dixie Highway, for it 
will add a pleasant memory to your 
trip. 

dent of the Hollywood Land and Wa
ter Company, laid the plans and 
started the building of a model resort 
on the Dixie Highway, seven miles 
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south of Ft. Lauderdale. Included in 
the company's holdings was one of 
the most attractive natural beaches 
on the East Coast of Florida. Today, 
the dream of the founder and pioneer 
has become a reality. Hollywood is 
past the experimental stage. The 
foundations have been laid. Miles of 
paved streets and sidewalks, attrac
tive bungalows and public structures, 
have obliterated all traces of the early 
surroundings. Hollywood is now at
tracting national attention. In its cli
entele ofloyal enthusiasts practically 
every state in the Union is repre
sented. Its substantial population is 
a cosmopolitan gathering from many 
sections of this and other countries. 
And all in the short space of two 
years! 

Hollywood has the distinction of 
being one of the few towns in this 
country that have been scientifically 
planned in advance. The latest ideas 
in city building have been incorpo
rated. The mistakes that other places 
have made have been carefully 
avoided. Wide streets and boule
vards, with beautiful parkways, free 
from unsightly poles, ample parks 
and playgrounds, and a spaciousness 
in the general outlines are appealing 
features that immediately impress 
the observing visitor. 

Excellent drinking water is pro
vided, every resident having access 
to the city supply. For over a year 
the city has had its own power and 

light plant. A second unit of 300 
horse-power has been ordered to take 
care of the increased voltage called 
for on the beach. The lights on Hol
lywood Boulevard, with their orna
mented electrolier clusters, have 
attracted much favorable comment. 

Hollywood now has nineteen 
store rooms, all of them either occu
pied or under contract. There is an 
excellent grocery store, two hardware 
and electric stores, a general store, 
and one of the best drug stores on the 
East Coast. A family can buy all nec
essary provisions at home. An artifi
cial ice plant with twenty tons daily 
capacity, has been built. Building 
supply materials are taken care of in 
a lumber yard, a concrete block and 
tile mill, an interior fixture plant, etc. 

The Hollywood schools opened 
for the first time this fall. Teachers 
are supplied by the county. A church 
is planned for this winter. 

There is a Chamber of Commerce 
and a Business Men's Association. 
Last winter the Hollywood Woman's 
Club was active in civic affairs. 

Hollywood Hotel 
It is doubtful if any young city in 

this country can boast of a hotel as 
magnificent as the Hollywood. The 
accompanying photograph will give 
an idea of its proportions and archi
tectural design. The exterior is of 
white stucco, surmounted with 
mottled Mifflin Hood tile roof an~ 

Hollywood Hotel. 

coping. Green awnings at the win
dows complete a colorful artistic ef
fect. 

On turning down Hollywood Bou
levard, Florida's widest paved thor
oughfare, one finds the Hollywood 
Hotel looming up majestically across 
a ten-acre circular park, replete with 
flowers and tropical shrubbery. The 
setting is all that could be desired, 
overlooking the park and fronting on 
the Dixie Highway toward the west, 
and facing the ocean toward the east. 

Every room is an outside room, 
assuring plenty of ventilation and af
fording a pleasing view. All the fur
nishings are new and in excellent 
taste. A spacious, well-lighted lobby 
and two large loggias permit the as
sembling of numerous guests. 

One of the entertainment fea
tures that made an immensely popu
lar appeal last season is the 
Hollywood Marimba Band, a com
pany of seven young Guatamalan 
artists who perform on the marimba, 
a native musical instrument. With 
the single exception of Pryor's Band, 
this organization was the most popu
lar musical aggregation in or around 
Miami last winter. The Marimba 
Band will furnish musical programs 
throughout the entire season again. 
In addition, at regular intervals, 
noted artists will appear in informal 
concerts. 

Adjoining the hotel is one of the 
best eighteen-hole golf courses in the 



South, for the convenience and plea
sure of the guests and their friends. 
Last winter matches were played on 
this course by national and interna
tional champions. Former President 
Harding and his party spent the af
ternoon playing in Hollywood and 
complimented the course very highly. 

The Hollywood has gained an en
viable reputation for its chicken din
ners. Last season the capacity of the 
dining room was constantly taxed to 
accommodate the crowds that drove 
out from Miami, Palm Beach, Ft. 
Lauderdale and surrounding resorts. 
Realizing that the best advertising 
any hotel could have is an excellent 
cuisine, the management is sparing 
no expense in the culinary depart
ment. The Hollywood is conducted 
on the American plan. 

Hollywood Hotel rates are very 
reasonable and the service unsur
passed. A home-like atmosphere of 
cordial hospitality pervades the 
place. Many advance reservations 
have been received. Write for rates 
and reservations. 

Hollywood Beach 
Hollywood is exceptionally fortu

nate in having an ideal ocean beach 
close at hand. Practically all resort 
towns along the East Coast of Florida 
are separated from their bathing 
beaches by an intervening stretch of 
bay and long bridges, or causeways. 

Just beyond Hollywood, on the 
Dixie Highway, is the thriving little 
town of Hallandale, located in the 
early nineties, most advantageously 
in high level pine land, with marl soil 
on the east, with marl, rich hammock 
and Everglade land on the west. This 
makes the territory adjacent to 
Hallandale very desirable for veg
etable and fruit growing. For this 
reason it is a large contributor of a ll 

Hollywood fronts directly on the 
ocean, thus saving time and expense 
in reaching the beach. This feature 
alone will give Hollywood an im
mense prestige and a large following. 

Hollywood beach has a high 
shore line running full length of its 
present development. The beach it
self is shallow, with no precipitous 
declines and no undertow. The slope 
is gradual, making it possible to wade 
out for two hundred feet without en
countering any great depth. Every
where is pure white sand. 

One of the unique features of this 
beach is the Broad Walk of cement, 
thirty feet wide, which extends for a 
mile south of Johnson street. It is 
the only promenade of its kind in the 
state. Already the Broad Walk has 
given indications of its future popu
larity, since it has attracted hundreds 
of visitors who have come to walk 
over its broad expanse. The time will 
come when Hollywood's Broad Walk 
will be the mecca for thousands of 
sightseers, similar to the throngs that 
crown Atlantic City, Coney Island, 
and other northern resorts. 

Along the Broad Walk will be a 
row of ornamental lighting posts, 
with electrolier clusters, that will 
make the walk light as day. These 
lights will be seen far out at sea. 

A dancing pavilion will be erected 
along the Broad Walk, the Marimba 
Band furnishing the music. Anyone 
who has ever danced to the rhythmic 

kinds of produce to northern mar
kets. 

There is rarely found a more fa
vorable section for agriculture and 
horticulture. During the shipping 
season the packing houses run to 
their limit. Hotel, stores, garage, all 
give the impression of an enterpris
ing and contented community, with 
the citizens engaged in making the 
town and vicinity of their choice a 
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melodies of these magical perform
ers will never be satisfied until he has 
had the pleasure again. 

While the $250,000 bath house 
and casino is being built a temporary 
structure will be erected to serve the 
crowds. At the southern extremity 
of the beach a magnificent tent city, 
with ample accommodations for 1,400 
people, is being installed. Nothing is 
being neglected to make the Holly
wood Beach one of the most excep
tional and attractive on the East 
Coast of Florida. 

Building Activities 
A contract has been let for the 

new Hollywood station to be built on 
First Avenue, along the Dixie High
way. When completed, this station 
will be the largest and most impos
ing south of Jacksonville. Including 
the projecting concourses, it will have 
a total extent of something like 425 
feet north and south. It will be of 
white stucco, with red mottled tile 
roof and coping. 

Hollywood, this fall and winter, 
will be a scene of busy activity. A 
number of new public buildings are 
under contract, besides many apart
ments and private residences. Hol
lywood is destined to be one of the 
most rapidly growing cities in the 
state of Florida. To date over four 
million dollars worth of property has 
been purchased by prospective home 
owners and investors. 

good place in which to live. A beau
tiful, up-to-date school, equipped 
with tennis and basketball grounds; 
churches, one a community, the other 
of Swedish Lutheran faith; Woman's 
Club, and other things which stand 
for a good, wholesome community 
life. 

The beach is connected with the 
town by a boulevard and easily ac
cessible. There are the attractive 
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characteristics as prevail over the 
twenty-six miles of ocean front in 
Broward County, with the addition 
of deposits of a great variety of shells 
brought in by the combers. 

One of the most spacious homes 
in the county has been constructed 
at Hallandale Beach, and contains a 
collection of rare art treasures. 
Within the grounds is a large variety 
of imported birds and fowls. 

Hallandale people invite you to 
pay them a visit, take a dip in the 
surf, and share with them the real 
pleasure ofliving. 

SCHOOLS 
The Educational Department of 

the State University has just com
pleted a study of the county school 
systems of Florida. This study shows 
that our schools are worthy of the 
highest ranking in the State and, 
therefore Broward County heads the 
list in its tabulated report. Another 
unsolicited estimate of our schools, 
this time from an authority outside 
the State, appears in a recent num
ber of a magazine published in Kan
sas City, Missouri. "The Point of 
View" says: 

"Many people hesitate to go to 
some of the winter resorts of the 
country because of the lack of school 
facilities for their children. Broward 
County has solved this problem. Ft. 
Lauderdale is the county seat of 
Broward, and a large, modern Senior 
High School is located there. This is 
an accredited High School, commis
sioned by the Southern Association 
of High Schools and Colleges, and of
fers a regular four years' course. The 
children of tourists and winter resi
dents are given precisely the same 
opportunities that are extended to 
the children of permanent residents. 
This applies to all the schools of the 
county." 

Broward County board owns and 

Hallandale 
Scenes. 

operates school busses that convey 
the children from the outlying dis
trict to consolidated grade schools. 
All buildings are modern, and 
equipped in keeping with up-to-date 
educational ideas. We have two Se
nior High Schools in the county, 
which makes it possible for all stu
dents completing the grammar 
grades to be prepared for college. 
These high schools offer a nine 
months' course. 

CLIMATE 
Compare your daily thermom

eter reading with South Florida for 
authentic data concerning the 
weather. Many world travelers have 
declared that conditions here are 
ideal, Broward County being wholly 
within this "charmed circle." Win
ter is a succession of spring and sum
mer days; no fogs, no rainy season. 
Heat prostrations in summer are un
known. In fact great stress is laid 
on "Weather," as it is the thing from 
which the greatest number of people 
get the most benefit; an asset which 
is available to those in the most el
egant hotels or to the free, open life 
of the tourist in the camp, and to ride 
through miles of beautiful tropical 
scenery in South Florida sunshine 
during the winter months, is a suffi-

cient recompense. The summer sun 
is hot, but Nature makes a wonderful 
provision in the almost constant south 
and east salt-laden breeze from the 
Atlantic, with frequent showers which 
wash and cool the night air, refresh
ing the luxuriant vegetation. 

COUNTY FEDERATION 
The pooling of interests is not con

fined strictly to the terms of agricul
ture, for within Broward County is an 
organization of the Federated 
Women's Clubs, where matters con
cerning each club district are brought 
in council by women alive to their op
portunities. Here they devise ways 
and means to lend assistance to ev
ery plan proposed for the betterment 
of each locality. A remarkable spirit 
of harmony prevails, and the impress 
of the deliberations of these women 
is deeply felt in the community life of 
each locality. An opportunity is of
fered for delightful social times. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITY IN 
BROWARD COUNTY 

Broward County furnishes the 
best possible answer to the cynical 
criticism, so often heard, that in a new 
community, people have no time for 
religion. Every one of our smaller 
settlements, as well as our larger 



mu_nicipalities, has houses of worship 
and congregations actively ·engaged 
in the work of religious reformation. 

In the city of Ft. Lauderdale there 
are six fine large concrete church 
buildings, in which the Methodist 
communions, North and South, the 
Baptists, the Roman Catholics, 
Christian Scientists and Presbyteri
ans. worship every Sunday. The·Epis
copalians, Christians, Seventh Day 
Adventists and N azarenes also have 
attractive houses of worship, in ev
ery one of which improvements are 
being made to accommodate the in
creasing attendance and member
ship. 

Dania has three churches: Meth
odist, Episcopalian and Baptist. 

Davie has an active and growing 
Methodist church, attended by all de
nominations . 

. Pompano has a Baptist church as 
well. as a Methodist. 

Deerfield sustains a Baptist 
church. 

. Hollywood has as yet no church 
building, but there are various de
nominational services being held 
there and an active interest is being 
shown in the speedy development 
along all benevolent lines. · 

Hallandale supports a commu
nity church; also one of the Swedish 

. Lutheran faith. 
Special efforts are being made by 

all the churches to increase their 
Sunday schools, and are holding their 

. young people by social and musical 
organizations. Those who are inter
ested in choir work "find well-trained 
groups of singers and instrumental
ists who welcome recruits. No one 
wh.o spends a winter in Broward 
County will ever say that religion is 
dead or dying in this part of Florida. 

THE COUNTY .COMMISSION
ERS OF BROW ARD COUNTY desire . 

· to present this booklet with nothing 
but authentic facts relating to a por
tion of the most wondrous State of 
Florida. The sturdy pioneer had lived . 
inthree counties, yet under the same 
roof which sheltered him through 
stirring scenes and radical changes. 
Originally it was Dade county, from 
St. Lucie south. The first election 
was held V\-'ith seven voters. In order 
to have. a legal election; one of the 

stage drivers was held to complete 
the necessary personnel Qf the. board. 
In the first congressional ·election 
there were two qualified voters. One 
of these carried the ballot box'to Juno, 
riding a mule to Lantana, and from 
there by steamboat to Juno . . Then by 
"secession," it. was Paim Beach 
county. Once more they "seceded," 
and he · found himself living in 
Broward County, including Deerfield 
to Ojus. 

·After the massacre at Colee 
· Hammock, the proud Semipole began 
their silent retreat, relinquishing 

· their habitation inch by inch, as it 
were, to 'the rapidly increasing white 
population. Officially, Broward 
County began its existence March 
17th, 1914 [sic.]. Then came the con
struct~ye period which carried ·the 
county through stage after stage of 
such rapid growth, that it seems jn
credible to believe that only nine 
years have brought it to the present 
highly developed state. But Broward 
County has arrived. 

There is something about the 
place. Something that is different. 
The casual tourist coming down the 
Florida East Coast Railway, or driv
ing down the Dixie Highway, begins 
to sense it at the very northern lim
its where one of the five big drainage 
canals of the county crosses the high
way at Deerfield. From here on, in 
th€ winter, every depot platform, ev
ery siding is loaded with thousands 
of crates ofpeppers, lettuce, cabbages 
and eggplant. · Beans, peas, tomatoes 
by the carload. This is only the be
ginning, for truck farming is not the 
only thing which is making Broward 
County great, although it is one of the 
largest shipping points for winter 
vegetables and fruits in the United 
States. Nearing Ft. Lauderdale, 
there is a deep significance and some
thing bigger in the new modern meat 
packing plant of the Southe:;tstern 
Packing Company, with its yards of 
poultry, with hogs and catt1e fattened 
on the rich luxuriant grasses of the 
Everglades. The new modern plant 
of the Citrus Growers' Exchange, 
equipped to handle the increasing 
crops of oranges and grapefruit an
nually shipped from the county, is 
located in Ft. Lauderdale. Here we 

might say, that oranges grown in the 
Everglades, near Davie, brought the 
highest price last winter ofany fruit 
grown in the United States. A tomato 
canning factory at.Dania. Sugar cane 
is being successfully grown on a large 
scale, the Pennsylvania Sugar Com
pany having spent a million and a . 
half dollars building a huge sugar-re
fining mill for handlii:ig this product, 
with a large part of their hpldings in 
this county. 

Here every desirable ·quality in 
other counties on the East Coast of 
Florida is found, and more. Its en
tire eastern boundary a splendid 
beach washed by 1;he Atlantic; the 
nearness of the Gulf Stream, and the 
exhilarating ocean breezes make an 
'all-year-round climate incomparable. 
Traversed from north to south by 
three great arteries; the Florid.a East 
Coast Railway, the Dixie Highway, 
from the Canadian border to the ex
treme south of Florida, and the in~ 
land waterway extending from New 
York to Miami. That portion from 
Jacksonville south is under promise 
of being deepened to accommodate 
large self-propelled freight boats, giv
ing cheap water transportation to the 

·entire East Coast. · 
A deep water inlet now connects 

the Atlantic ocean with the waters of 
Ne·w River and from thence by canal 
through the rich Everglades to Lake 
Okeechobee. Five miles back from 
the coast are the great stretches of 
pitch black muck which we call tpe 
Everglades, 530,000 acres drained by 
New River, theN orth and South New 
River Canals, with three hundred 
miles of other· canals, laterals and 
ditches, which are rapidly plac~ng 
this rich soil in shape for farming. So · 
there is something about Brow?rd 
County. Something different. Big, 
vital and full ofpr'omise. A county of 
silver strings of water, of picturesque 
lakes, bays and peninsulas, and of 
native Seminoles breathing a hint of · 
the romance of yesterday. Above all, 
a general atmosphere of progress. A 
cultured, cosmopolitan, home-loving 
population, devoting their unite.d en
ergies to the building of a world's win
ter playground and· an empire of 
productiveness. THAT'S BROW ARD 
COUNTY. 



This ca. 1950 aerial view shows the second St.Anthony Catholic Church building (center with bell tower) 
constructed in 1949, and. the ~:>rigimil St.Anthony s·chool (bottom left, with arrow), completed in 1926. 
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