
$3.00 plus tax 

SUMMER I FALL, 1995 VOLUME 18 - NUMBERS 3-4 



The 

Broward County 
Historical Commission 
Salutes 

FLORIDA'S SESQUICENTENNIAL 
1845-1995 

Copyright 1995, by the Broward County Historical Commission. All rights 
reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or copied in any form or by any 
means, whether graphic, electronic or mechanical, including photo-copying, record
ing, taping or information and retrieval systems, without permission of the pub
lisher. 

Broward Legacy is published semi-annually by the Broward County Historical 
Commission. Location and mailing address: 

Broward County Historical Museum 
151 S.W. 2nd Street, 2nd Floor 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

Thlephone (305) 765-4670; FAX (305) 765-4437. Single copy price: $3 plus tax; 
annual subscription: $6 plus tax. Back issues are available. 

Unless otherwise noted, photographs are from the archives of the Historical 
Commission. 

Neither the Board of County Commissioners of Broward County, Florida, nor 
the Broward County Historical Commission, is responsible for the statements, 
conclusions or observations herein contained, such matters being the sole responsi
bility of the authors. 

This public document was promulgated at a cost of 
$2,000, or $2.00 per copy, to provide historical 

information to the public about Broward County. 



Broward Legacy Staff 
Rodney E. Dillon, Jr. 

Editor 

Helen Landers 
County Historian 

Barbara Paleo 
Research Assistant 

Dorothy E. Bryan 
Administrative Secretary 

Broward County 
Historical Commission 

F. K. Walker 
Chairman 

William G. Crawford, Jr. 
Vice Chairman 

William G. Miller, Jr. 
Secretary 

Robert Anderson 
Ray Collier 

Gypsy Graves 
Julia E. Jones 
John Maseman 

Leonard Robbins 
Betty Roberts 

Christopher Ryan 
Lowell Showalter 
Jeffrey L. Siegel 

Mary Smith 
Annette Van Howe 
J. W. "Bill" Stevens 

Advisor 

Broward County Commission 
Gerald F. Thompson 
Commissioner; District 1 

Sylvia Poitier 
Commissioner; District 2 

John P. Hart 
Commissioner; District 3 

Scott I. Cowan 
Commissioner, District 4 

Lori Nance Parrish 
Commissioner, District 5 

Suzanne N. Gunzburger 
Commissioner, District 6 

John E. Rodstrom, Jr. 
Commissioner, District 7 

SUMMER/FALL 1995 VOLUME 18 - NUMBERS 3-4 

Judge Vincent C. Giblin: 
Broward's First Circuit Judge was Capone's Lawyer, 
Dade Judge in the '50s 

by William G. Crawford, Jr. .......... .. ................................ 2 

Memories of "West Hollywood" 
An Interview with Annabel Perry 

Conducted by Gerry Witoshynsky .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 13 

"Fort Lauderdale's Shame:" 
Nativism and the Julia Murphy Incident 

by L. Davis Givonetti .. ...... .. .......... .... .. .. ...... ...... .... .. ..... 21 

Eyewitnesses to History: 
Contemporary Newspapers Report the 

Julia Murphy Controversy .................................... 30 

The Early History of Hillsboro Inlet 
by David R Butler .................. .. .. .... .... .......... .. .. ........ .... 33 

Remembering Lee 
by Fred Flanders ....... ............... ............. .. ........ .. .. ......... 3 9 

Cover photo: Looking west on Las Olas Boulevard toward the Sweet Building, 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, 1935. The city's only "skyscraper," the Sweet 
Building housed Broward County's circuit court under Judge Vincent C. 
Giblin on two occasions in the 1920s -while the 1928 courthouse was under 
construction and following Giblin's defeat by George Tedder. An article on 
Giblin's life and legal career begins on page two of this issue of Broward 
Legacy. 



2 - Broward Legacy 

JUDGE 

BROWARD•s FIRST CIRCUIT JUDGE 
WAS CAPONE•s LAWYER, 
DADE JUDGE IN THE ·sos 

Introduction 

Broward County's first circuit 
judge, Vincent C. Giblin, was born in 
Mobile, Alabama, on November 15, 
1897. Giblin's father, also Vincent C. 
Giblin, was Mobile's police chieffrom 
April 1, 1909 until his death in office 
onJune 17,1912.1 Mtergraduating 
from high school, the younger Giblin 
attended the University of Notre 
Dame's law school, from which he 
graduated in 1918.2 While in law 
school, Giblin was apparently known 
by fellow students not only for his 
extracurricular activities, but for his 
rhetorical skills as well. The author 
of a profile on Giblin inN otre Dame's 
1918 student yearbook, the Dome3, 

where Giblin served as business man
ager, demonstrated considerable pre
science in predicting Giblin's future 
judicial career: 

It would require the com
bined talents of 0. Henry and 
Conan Doyle to fittingly describe 
this genial-looking fellow, for 
Vince Giblin is before all else our 

by WILLIAM G. CRAWFORD, JR. 

man of mystery. He comes in the 
dead of the night. He is entirely 
oblivious to all rules and regula
tions. When subpoenaed to the 
appellate division of the Shivers' 
Court, 4 however, he has never 
failed to present an air-tight, 
rivet-proof alibi. Vince's Notre 
Dame activities have been as var-

ied as his versatility; he has 
secretaried to Father Morissey5; 

he has danced in LaSalle Hall; 
the nooks and crannies of 
Springbrook Park are as an open 
book to him; he handled the busi
ness end of the Dome. Vince, we 
are proud of you, and when the 
centennial6 celebration rolls 

One of Broward County's most outstanding public figures of the 
1920s, Judge Vincent C. Giblin, was highly respected by his colleagues 
for his legal brilliance, but also received criticism for what many citi
zens regarded as high-handed behavior. His battle with George W. 
Tedder, Sr., for Broward's circuit judgeship, both during and after the 
1928 primary election campaign, formed one of the most unique and 
interesting chapters in the county's legal history. In this article, au
thor William G. Crawford, Jr., addresses these issues, and examines 
Giblin's equally controversial post-Broward career, which saw him serve 
as attorney for notorious gangster Al Capone, and as a Dade County 
circuit judge. 

A Broward County native, Mr. Crawford is a Fort Lauderdale 
attorney, Vice-Chairman of the Historical Commission, and serves on 
the Board of Trustees of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. He has 
done extensive research on Broward County legal and judicial history. 



around there is no hand we shall 
be more glad to shake than that 
if Judge Giblin [emphasis 
added].7 

Early Professional Career 

After graduation from law 
school, Giblin became a law clerk in 
the office of U.S. Attorney John L. 
Neely in Pensacola, in July of 1918. 
Three months later, Giblin was ad
mitted to practice law before the Su
preme Court ofFlorida.8 Mter a short 
stint with the U.S. Attorney's office, 
Giblin became a law clerk in the 
Pensacola office of E. C. Maxwell, a 
former justice of the Florida Supreme 
Court. 

A year later, William A. Blount, 
who was general counsel for the 
Flagler interests, sent Giblin to Jack
sonville, where he became chief clerk 
in the legal department of the Florida 
East Coast Railway under Scott M. 
Loftin and Robert H. Anderson. 9 

Both Blount and Loftin would later 
become presidents of the American 
Bar Association.10 

In 1921, and for the next four 
years, Giblin was associated with 
Jacksonville attorney Giles J. 
Patterson, who would later become 
president of the Florida Bar. In 1925, 
Giblin moved to Fort Lauderdale, 
where he specialized in corporate 
practice, representing the railway 
company as well as insurance, real 

Giles J. Patterson, Giblin 
associate in the early 1920s. 

Photo of Vincent Giblin from the 
Notre Dame yearbook, The Dome, 
1918 (courtesy of the Notre Dame 
Alumni Association). 

estate, and other companies. Dur
ing his two years of private practice 
before assuming the Broward bench, 
Giblin accepted no criminal, divorce, 
or negligence cases. Longtime Fort 
Lauderdale attorney G. Harold Mar
tin, a contemporary of Giblin's, re
members the twenty-eight-year-old 
Alabaman as "undoubtedly the best 
lawyer in the county, and probably 
the best in the state" at that time.11 

Broward County in the 1\venties 
In Broward County, the "Roar

ing Twenties" marked the rise of the 
"developer city." At the peak of the 
land boom, Broward real estate de
velopers were instrumental in the 
creation ofthe towns of Davie (1925), 
Deerfield (1925), Hollywood (1925), 
Oakland Park (then Floranada, 
1925), Hallandale (1927), and Lau
derdale-by-the-Sea (1927). 

At its creation in 1915 out of the 
southern part of Palm Beach County 
and the northern section of Dade, 
Broward County joined its two par
ent counties in the Eleventh Judicial 
Circuit.12In the beginning, Broward 
County had only one judge, County 
Judge Jacob Frederick Bunn, who 
served until 1920. Fred B. Shippey, 
whose uncle, J . A. B. Shippey, had 
been a judge and a long-time lawyer 
in Dania, succeeded Judge Bunn and 

Broward Legacy - 3 

served until ill-health forced his res
ignation in 1933. 

In 1917, the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit, incorporating Broward, Palm 
Beach, St. Lucie, and Okeechobee 
counties, was created.13 Initially, E. 
B. Donnell sat in West Palm Beach 
as judge of the new circuit; in 1923, 
C. E . Chillingworth succeeded 
Donnell. In 1925, legislation was 
passed reconstituting the Fifteenth 
Judicial Circuit out of Broward and 
Palm Beach counties alone.14 

By 1920, Broward's population 
had barely increased from an esti
mated 4, 763 at its inception to 5,135. 
Developers began dredging and clear
ing mangrove swamp at New River 
Sound to create island subdivisions, 
and a year later, Joseph Young 
started development of land soon to 
become the town of Hollywood. From 
1920 until 1925, the population 
nearly tripled to 14,242. The Florida 
Land Boom had begun in earnest. 

1\venty-Second 
Judicial Circuit Created 

Giblin Appointed Broward's 
First Circuit Judge 

In 1927, at the urging of the 
Broward County Bar Association, the 
Florida Legislature passed an act 
signed into law by Governor John W. 
Martin, creating Broward County's 
own judicial circuit-the Twenty-Sec
ond Judicial Circuit.15 The legisla
ture appropriated $168,000 for all 
twenty-eight circuit courts in Florida; 
Broward's share was $6,000. 
(Florida's governor was then paid 
$10,000 annually.)16 

Following the unanimous rec
ommendation of the Broward County 
Bar Association, and over the Ku 
Klux Klan's objection to a Roman 
Catholic candidate for judge, Gover
nor Martin appointed twenty-nine
year-old Fort Lauderdale lawyer 
Vincent C. Giblin as Broward 
County's first circuit judge.17 Mter 
the Florida Senate confirmed the 
appointment, Giblin assumed cham
bers temporarily on the fifth floor of 
the First National Bank building 
(later the Sweet Building and now 
known as the One River Plaza build
ing) at Las Olas Boulevard and 
Andrews Avenue, pending the con-
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.·· 
The election campaigning preceding 
Tedder's victory divided both the Bar 
and the public at large. 

Noting Giblin's speed and effi
ciency in disposing of the cases be
fore him, the majority of the local bar 
association, in a newspaper adver
tisement, endorsed Giblin's election 
over Tedder: "Since his appointment, 
Judge Giblin has disposed of some 
1200 cases and we believe that he has 
accomplished a feat in doing this that 
has been accomplished by very few 
judges in this State. "24 

Fort Lauderdale in the 1920s, looking south on Andrews Avenue. 

Responding to a "rumor" during 
the campaign that Judge Giblin had 
been "shielding and protecting former 
officials of... defunct banks from pros
ecution for alleged violations of the 
State banking laws," Broward state 
attorney Louis Maire in an open let
ter published in the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News stated that he knew both 
Tedder and Giblin and that he held 
the "highest regard for the integrity 
of both."25 Inviting those with "evi
dence" of illegal banking activities to 
step forward, Maire further advised 

struction of the new courthouse 
building at the northwest corner of 
Third Avenue and Southeast Sixth 
Street.18 

In one of Judge Giblin's more 
humorous cases, a woman in her 
twenties and her husband sued an 
eighty-year-old man (who was barely 
able to walk) on the grounds that the 
octogenarian had seduced her. 
Prominent Fort Lauderdale attorney 
Carl Hiaasen answered the lawsuit 
by pleading in a number of foreign 
languages including Russian, Greek, 
and Sanskrit. When the lawyer for 
the seduced woman got the pleading, 
he protested that "not one word of 
this is in English." Conceding the 
incomprehensible nature of the lan
guage, Judge Giblin quizzed the com
plaining lawyer: "Show me where the 
law says a pleading must be filed in 
the English language. "19 Eventually 
the case died for lack of further ac
tion. While a Broward circuit judge, 
Giblin also served for a brief period 
on the Florida Supreme Court in 
early 1929 as a substitute for Justice 
Louie W. Strum, who was ill. 20 Judge 
Giblin authored five opinions during 
his tenure on the Supreme Court. 21 

Tedder Wins Democratic Party 
Nomination Over Giblin 

Judge Giblin would serve as 
Broward's first circuit judge, how
ever, only two years and five months. 
The year following his appointment, 

in the 1928 Democratic preferential 
primary, Judge Giblin, who had been 
backed by the overwhelming major
ity of the members of the Broward 
County Bar Association, was defeated 
by former Madison County judge 
George W. Tedder22 by 611 votes.23 

Vincent C. Giblin 



the newspaper's readers that it was 
his responsibility, and not the circuit 
judge's, to prosecute criminal con
duct.26 

In what appeared to be a criti
cism of Giblin's background in repre
senting the Flagler railroad interests, 
Tedder's advertisements emphasized 
Tedder's business and professional 
independence, noting that Tedder 
was "not backed by railroad corpora
tions, special interests, or their paid 
attorneys. "27 

The Giblin-Tedder contest rep
resented a milestone in Broward po
litical history. During what was then 
reported to be the "first address given 
in [Fort Lauderdale] for a county can
didate other than by the aspirant 
himself," prominent local attorney 
Thomas G. Farmer in a Stranahan 
Park speech attempted to address 
what he believed were three miscon
ceptions which had arisen during the 
campaign concerning Judge Giblin. 28 

Responding to charges that Giblin 
had "directed verdicts for the defen
dant or plaintiff," Farmer asserted 
that Giblin had the duty under the 
proper circumstances to take the case 
from the jury since "[t]he law books 
from the north to the south say that 
all judges must do that thing. "29 

Adverting to criticism that 
Giblin had been "strict with jurors," 
Farmer cited Florida statutory law 
as permitting Giblin to excuse only 
those jurors who satisfied the legal 
requirements for dismissal. 30 Finally, 
Farmer criticized the implication in 
an advertisement that Tedder, be
cause he had been a county judge in 
Madison County for five years, was 
better qualified than Giblin, who had 
only been a judge for one year. 
Farmer pointed out that at the time 
Tedder was elected to the county 
bench he was not a lawyer; that 
Tedder had only been admitted to 
practice in 1922, four years after 
Giblin had been admitted; and, fi
nally, that Tedder's jurisdiction as a 
county judge was far below the juris
diction of a circuit judge: only $100 
in civil cases.31 

One year after Tedder's election, 
Florida Governor Doyle E. Carlton, 
who succeeded Martin, appointed 
Tedder as Broward circuit judge on 
June 19, 1929; his appointment was 
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VOTE FOR 

JudgeGeo. W. T~dder 
Candidate For 

CIRCUIT JUDGE 
A broadminded, approachab'le man of 
the people. An able, studious and well 
informed lawyer. a well qualified jur
ist, with five years' experience as a 
judge. 

George W. Tedder, Sr. (above) and 
campaign advertisements from 
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, 
May 1928. 

POunCAL ADVERTISEMENT, PAID FOR 
BY CI'I1.4NS OF BROWARD COUNTY 

lawyers Give Reasons for SuPJxwtj~g 
JUDGE VINCENT C. GIBUN 

cvu.""" 0. ~. MeCD• • 
LLBa~rw' 
C..t.J
Killw W'altoll 
kuwla Bazc- • ~ 
O.R.tA~Id..3r. \ 
r. s.a- J......,. 
C.L.-
r. r. n.s..c 
r...s.r.JU11'9 

II.D.~ 
"· 0. lW1ew L. o. c.-r 
0 . P. 'tr...U., 
T. C),,.,_. 
1- Ot-utb.a• 

.~.'l!.:.r:::.. 
M.~B&U· 
~R.H•t 
J.._K.._I "' ........ ...... ...,. 
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confirmed by the Florida Senate the 
same day. 32 Tedder was commis
sioned on June 20, 1929.33 

Giblin Refuses to Relinquish 
Judicial Seat 

Even before Tedder's commis
sioning, Giblin had refused to relin
quish his seat on the bench, contend
ing that he had been appointed to a 
six-year term. 34 Requesting that Gov
ernor Carlton secure an advisory 
opinion from the Florida Supreme 
Court to settle the controversy, Giblin 
stated in a public announcement at 
the time that he had no intention of 
asking that the governor appoint him 
over Tedder: 

I did not ask Governor 
Carlton for an appointment or re
appointment .. . I expressly stated 
to Governor Carlton that if it is 
in his power or discretion to ap
point any one to the office of cir
cuit judge, I would expect him to 
appoint the nominee of the 1929 
primary [Tedder]. 

My position, briefly stated, 
is that when I was appointed in 
1927, by Governor Martin, I then 
was appointed for a term of six 
years; that therefore, there will be 
no vacancy in 1929 which Gover
nor Carlton may fill by appoint
ment. 

The primary, insofar as the 
office of circuit judge is con
cerned, is held for the purpose of 
nominating a candidate for ap
pointment to fill a vacancy. But 
if there is to be no vacancy, the 
primary should not have em
braced the nomination of a can
didate for the circuit judgeship. 35 

One month later, Giblin contin
ued to insist that he had been ap
pointed for a six-year term, signing 
orders the day after his judicial com
mission had allegedly expired. 36 In 
fact, Giblin would continue to sign 
orders months after Tedder had been 
appointed. 

Quo Warranto Litigation in the 
Florida Supreme Court 

Hotly-contested litigation fol
lowed in which quo warranto pro
ceedings were brought in the Florida 
Supreme Court seeking the ouster of 

Giblin from office.37 These proceed
ings, filed by Florida attorney gen
eral Fred Davis, were instituted by 
the Fort Lauderdale law firm 
McCune, Hiaasen & Fleming on June 
24, 1929. That law firm's avowed 
purpose in commencing the litigation 
was to settle the question who was 
e~titled to the office of circuit judge, 
smce Judge Giblin was still signing 
orders after Judge Tedder had re
ceived his commission on June 20th. 38 

Oral arguments on the case were held 
on July 5th, during which the court 
allowed both sides in the controversy 
ten days in which to file reply briefs. 39 

Judge Tedder was to have been 
represented at the hearing by Judge 
William H. Price of Miami, the law 
firms of Rogers & Morris, Roach & 
Hoyl, Thomas Swanson, C. E . 
Farrington, and Crim & Cook of Fort 
Lauderdale; McCune, Hiaasen & 
Fleming were to have been associated 
with Florida attorney general Fred 
H. Davis. Giblin was to have been 
represented by James M. Carson of 
Miami, John C. Cooper, Jr. of Jack
sonville, and the Fort Lauderdale law 
firm of Baxter, Byrd & Walton. 40 A 
decision was expected within fifteen 
to thirty days, and was expected to 
affect "several of the presiding circuit 
judges" in the state. 41 The court, how
ever, would not issue its decision for 
months after oral argument, leaving 
Giblin to continue to issue orders and 
decrees after Tedder's gubernatorial 
commissioning.42 

In October 1929, apparently at
tempting to spur the higher court 
into action, Giblin filed two quo 
warranto actions43 with Clerk of the 
Circuit Court Frank Bryan, the sec
ond of which Giblin himself person
ally served on Tedder since the sher
iff refused to do so.44 They were soon 
abandoned. Both Giblin and Tedder 
disqualified themselves from hearing 
the latter case; Dade Circuit Judge 
W. L. Freeland heard the matter in 
the absence of any Broward circuit 
judge qualified to act. Just eleven 
days after Giblin filed his second quo 
warranto proceeding against Tedder, 
the Florida Supreme Court, then 
comprised of six justices, on October 
30, 1929, issued an evenly divided 
opinion on the question, leaving both 

j':dges in office.45 One of those jus
bees who voted for Giblin's ouster, in
terestingly, was Justice Louie Strum 
in whose absence Giblin had served 
by assignment when Strum was ill 
just a few months earlier. 

Broward County thus had two 
circuit judges occupying the same 
office and exercising jurisdiction over 
the same cases. Both continued to 
conduct business as circuit judges oc
cupying the same seat, but in differ
ent places: Tedder occupied chambers 
in the new 1928 Broward County 
courthouse; Giblin retired to offices 
on the fifth floor ofthe First National 
Bank Building (formerly the Sweet 
Building, now One River Plaza Build
ing) at Las Olas Boulevard and 
Andrews Avenue. 

Florida Comptroller Refuses 
to Pay Giblin -

Giblin Wins Mandamus 
Litigation in Leon County 

Circuit Court 

After Tedder's commissioning as 
Broward's second circuit judge on 
June 20, 1929, Florida comptroller 
ErnestAmos issued warrants in pay
ment of Tedder's salary but refused 
payment to Giblin. Apparently weary 
over the controversy (no one knows 
exactly why), Giblin resigned on No
vember 7, 1929 and moved to Mi-

. 46 J t . am1. us SIX weeks later, however, 
on December 27, 1929, Giblin 
brought mandamus proceedings in 
the Leon County Circuit Court in 
Tallahassee seeking an order requir
ing Amos to pay Giblin his salary for 
the four-and-one-half-month period 
from June 20th (the date of Tedder's 
commission) until November 7th (the 
date of Giblin's resignation), in 
1929.47 The case was heard by Talla
hassee judge John B. Johnson, of the 
Second Judicial Circuit. 

Amos, through FloridaAttorney 
General Fred H. Davis, responded 
the next day, December 28, 1929, by 
asserting that Giblin had not been 
paid because Tedder had been ap
pointed by the Governor and con
firmed by the Senate on June 20 
1929, and had been duly issued ~ 
commission for the office of Broward 
circuit judge. That same day, Judge 
Johnson entered a peremptory writ 
of mandamus ordering Amos to pay 
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Above is Giblin's suit for pay
ment during the contested judge
ship, and below is Florida comp
troller Ernest Amos (courtesy of 
P.K. Yonge Library of Florida His
tory, University of Florida). 

Giblin a salary for the period June 
20, 1929 through November 7, 1929.48 

Broward County thus had two circuit 
judges occupying the same seat for 
four and a half months in 1929, al
beit in different places, with both re
ceiving state salaries. 

Giblin Moves to Miami -
Represents Capone 

Carlton Bans Capone From 
Florida 

On March 19, 1930, less than 
four months after Giblin had moved 
to Miami, Governor Carlton "ban
ished" Capone from Florida following 
his release from a Pennsylvania 
prison, ominously advising Florida 
law enforcement: "It is reported that 
Al Capone is on his way to Florida. 
Arrest promptly if he comes your way 
and escort him to the state border. 
He cannot remain in Florida. If you 
need additional assistance, call me. "49 

Governor Carlton appealed to all citi
zens "to cooperate by all legitimate 
means towards ejecting a public men
ace and imposter and to exterminate 
the growth of organized crime." 'Ib 
Miami's prosecutor, allowing Capone 
to live there was like allowing "a 
rattlesnake to live in a garden where 
it could bite children."50 

Giblin & Gordon Obtain 
Federal Injunction Barring 

Ban - Papers Served on 
Sheriffs in 20 Counties 

Within days of Carlton's ban on 
Capone, Giblin, now in Miami and in 
association with J. Fritz Gordon, who 
would also later become a Dade 
County circuit judge, prosecuted a 
federal civil suit on behalf of Capone, 
resulting in an injunction on March 
28, 1930 forbidding law enforcement 
officials in Florida from interfering 
with Capone. 51 

Giblin had a copy of the injunc
tion served on the sheriffs of twenty 
counties in Florida through which 
Capone was likely to travel to reach 
his Miami residence, preventing 
them from stopping Capone's move 
to the Sunshine State. 52 The injunc
tion restrained the sheriffs from "seiz
ing, arresting, kidnapping and abus
ing" Capone.53 

Following his legal victory, 
Capone stated: "I have no interest in 
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politics, neither in Chicago nor Mi
ami. I am here for a rest, which I 
think I deserve. I have done nothing 
in violation of the law in Miami and 
will not. All I wish is to be left alone 
and enjoy the home I purchased 
here."54 

Dade County Attempts to 
Padlock Capone Mansion -

Capone Arrested for Vagrancy 
Four Times 

Less than one month later, how
ever, onApril22, 1930, Dade County 
StateAttorney N. Vernon Hawthorne 
instituted injunction proceedings 
seeking to padlock Capone's Palm 
Island mansion as a public nuisance, 
alleging that the residence was a "'re
treat' for all classes of criminals, rack
eteers and fugitives from justice," 
that Miami Beach "real estate values" 
had been affected by Capone's pres
ence,55 and that the mansion was "a 
place where liquor was kept and 
served."56 

On May 13, 1930, while Capone 
and his companions, including 
Giblin, were attending a boxing show 
at the American Legion building in 
downtown Miami, city police arrested 
Capone. Capone was later detained 
in the city jail for "investigation," and 
remained there overnight, since 
Giblin could not find a judge to issue 
a writ of habeas corpus. 57 In all, dur
ing the month of May, Capone was 
arrested four times for "vagrancy." 
Giblin swore out warrants against 
city authorities, charging them with 
conspiracy to deprive Capone of his 
liberty. "58 

On June 10, 1930, Dade Circuit 
Judge Paul D. Barns began hearing 
State Attorney Hawthorne's nuisance 
suit. The state subpoenaed fifty wit
nesses to testify; the defense team, 
headed again by Giblin and Gordon, 
summoned thirteen. 59 On Friday, 
June 13, after calling dozens of wit
nesses, the state rested its case. 
Without calling one defense witness, 
Giblin and Gordon immediately 
moved for a dismissal of t he suit , 
Giblin arguing in open court: 

. . . that the existence of a 
nuisance at or on the premises at 
the time of the filing of the bill of 
complaint has not been shown; on 
further grounds that if any nui-
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sance ever existed it was abated 
long prior to the institution of the 
suit, and that the defendants aP_
pearing for the state have testt
fied that at the time the bill was 
filed there was no nuisance on the 
premises and no nuisance has 
been maintained or conducted on 
the premises since the institution 
of this suit. 60 

Giblin's expert argument on be
half ofAmerica's "public enemy num
ber one" carried the day. The next 
day, Saturday, June 13, 1930, Judge 
Barns granted Giblin's dismissal 
motion, ruling that the state had not 
proven the allegations in its bill of 
complaint that Capone's Palm Island 
mansion was a "nuisance. "61 Dem
onstrating admirable courage in the 
face of overwhelming public opposi
tion to Capone's presence in the com
munity, Barns stated the rationale for 
his decision: 

The positive testimony of all 
of the witnesses appears to be 
true. I am not inclined to ques
tion any of it. 

The nuisance statute was 
enacted to provide that neighbor
hoods could protect themselves 
against invasions of certain 
rights, but the law does not p~o
vide for the expulsion ofundestr
ables, as such. 

It is evident that liquor has 
been served liberally upon the 
premises on at least several oc~a
sions, and that on one occaswn 
before the arrival of the owners, 
eight sacks of liquor were seized 
under a search warrant; that the 
premises are occupied .by ~l 
Capone whose reputatwn ts 
known generally by all. 

It is apparent that the popu
lar action to take in this matter 
would be to enjoin Al Capone 
from further occupancy of the 
premises, and if the proof would 
justify it this order should cer
tainly be reversed, but if I am to 
abide by my oath, I can not do it, 
believing that even under the 
proof, the only cause of annoy
ance is the mere presence of Al 

• 62 Capone upon the premtses. 
Capone's freedom from the 

courtroom, however, would be short
lived. Within minutes of Barns' de-

Flagler Street, downtown Miami, 
in the 1930s (above), and (right) 
AI Capone. 

cision dismissing the padlocking suit, 
Dade deputy sheriffs were sent out 
to serve four perjury warrants upon 
Capone.63 Those warrants emanated 
out of four alleged false statements 
made by Capone while on the witness 
stand during the May 27 preliminary 
trial of Miami public safety director 
S. D. McCreary in the justice of the 
peace court on Capone's charges of 
false arrest and false imprisonment.64 

McCreary previously had 
caused Capone's arrest on four occa
sions, three without warrantS. 65 

Dade County solicitor George 
McCaskill charged in the perjury 
warrants that Capone had falsely tes
tified against McCreary in the pre
liminary hearing: 1) that McCreary 
had denied Capone the right to use a 
telephone to call his attorneys and 
friends; 2) that McCreary had denied 
him a receipt for valuables and had 
ordered his valuables thrown in the 
jail toilet; 3) that McCreary had or
dered that Capone be given no food, 
water, or blankets; and, 4) that 
McCreary had told Capone that he 

would arrest both Capone and mem
bers of his family, including his wife 
and child, if they were with him when 
he came to Miami.66 Capone was 
later released after posting a $14,000 
appearance bond.67 

McCaskill, facing strong oppo
sition in a campaign to retain his of
fice as county solicitor, unwittingly 
filed the perjury charges against 
Capone before a decision had been 



handed down in McCreary's false ar
rest case. Giblin and Gordon, in an 
adroit legal maneuver, submitted ar
gument to Justice of the Peace 
Newcomb in support of a request that 
the preliminary hearing be reopened 
so that additional testimony could be 
taken from Capone, even though the 
case was technically closed and un
der consideration. 68 Newcomb 
granted Giblin's request and re
opened the case to allow additional 
testimony. Giblin then put Capone 
on the stand again to clarify the tes
timony that he had given in the May 
23 justice-of-the-peace court hearing. 
Giblin led Capone through a step-by
step reconsideration of his prior tes
timony: 

"Mr. Capone, do you remember 
your previous testimony?" Mr. Giblin 
asked. 

"I do," Capone answered. 
"Do you remember testifying 

that at the police station you made a 
request to use the telephone?" 

"That's the part I want to cor
rect, with permission of the court. I 
was excited about my valuables and 
do not remember if I asked or not. I 
know that I asked the officer in the 
police car on the way to the police sta
tion if I would be allowed to use the 
telephone." 

"That was in Biscayne Boule
vard?" Mr. Giblin asked. 

"Yes, sir." 
"Was there any similar request 

made at the police station?" Mr. 
Giblin asked. 

"Not to the best of my knowl
edge," Capone answered. 

"Is the rest of your testimony as 
transcribed true?" the attorney 
asked. 

"7b the best of my knowledge, 
I wouldn't swear to it," Capone 
said. [emphasis added.]69 

Following Capone's testimony, 
Justice of the Peace Newcomb dis
missed the false arrest and impris
onment charges against McCreary. 
Later, McCaskill filed four new infor
mations restating the original per
jury charges against Capone, but the 
county solicitor ultimately was forced 
to drop those charges because of the 
recanted testimony. 70 

A year later, following Giblin's 
victories over the Miami legal estab-

lishment on behalf of Capone, the 
notorious gangster apparently re
fused to pay Giblin's bill for legal ser
vices rendered. One author states 
that when Capone balked at paying 
"Giblin's fee of $50,000, the former 
athlete [Giblin] stormed into his 
[Capone's] home, grabbed him 
[Capone] by the shirtfront and 
threatened to knock his teeth down 
his throat. Capone was so startled 
that he handed over what cash there 
was in the bedroom chest." This au
thor goes on to state that the Giblin 
& Gordon law firm later sued to col
lect the balance of the fee. 71 

Another author gives a similar 
account; that author opines, however, 
that the Miami fee litigation was con
trived by Capone and his lawyers in 
a clever attempt to delay a hearing 
in Capone's income tax evasion case 
in Philadelphia. 72 

Giblin Assists Capone in 
Acquiring Capone Island Tract 

In June 1930, Giblin also as
sisted Capone in quietly acquiring 
title to vacant property in Broward 
County later known as Capone Is
land, and now known as Deerfield 
Island Park. According to a deed filed 
for record on June 30, 1930, Giblin, 
as trustee for an undisclosed benefi
ciary or beneficiaries, acquired title 
to property described in part as: 
"Government Lot 2, lying west of the 
Florida East Coast Canal in Section 
5, 'lbwnship 48 South, Range 43 West 
and all of that part of Government 
Lot 3 lying north of the Hillsborough 
Canal."73 

Noting that Giblin, a former 
Broward circuit judge, was Capone's 
attorney, the Miami Herald, in an 
article reporting the transaction, de
scribed the "35-acre" parcel as "part 
of the former Mizner development in 
Boca Raton and is south of the Boca 
Raton club (now, Boca Raton Hotel 
and Club) developed by Clarence 
Geist at a cost of$6,000,000." Giblin 
declined at the time to state for whom 
he was acting. 74 

Capone intended to build a 
mansion there, but the Boca Raton 
town council apparently spoiled his 
dream by requiring him to build an 
access road from the peninsula to the 
town. Mter Capone was imprisoned 
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for income tax evasion in 1931, the 
'lbwn of Deerfield foreclosed on the 
peninsula for back property taxes75 

and turned it over to the Florida In
land Navigation District in 1934.76 In 
1961, the peninsula became an island 
with the dredging of the Royal Palm 
Waterway. The name of the property 
was changed from Capone Island to 
Deerfield Island Park in 1980, when 
Broward County developed it under 
lease from the state. Technically, a 
fifteen-foot-wide easement on the 
northern edge of the island, along the 
Royal Palm Waterway, is in Boca 
Raton. The rest is in Deerfield Beach 
and belongs to Broward. 77 

Years later Giblin commented 
on his representation of the notori
ous gangland leader: "The last thing 
in the world I wanted right then was 
a criminal practice but suddenly I 
had it and it cost me money. Some of 
my best business clients dropped me 
like a hot potato. It was not politi
cally expedient to have been Capone's 
attorney. "78 Giblin, who had em
barked upon the practice of law in 
civil practice, resigned to the inevi
table and made criminal practice his 
forte. Performing brilliantly in his 
new-found area of expertise, Giblin 
lost only a handful of criminal cases 
in all the years he practiced. 

Giblin Cited for Contempt 
Three Times 

After representing Capone, 
Giblin's legal reputation continued to 
grow. Giblin was also known to stand 
up to Dade's judges, earning a repu
tation as a feisty and no-nonsense 
attorney. "As a practicing attorney, 
Mr. Giblin was sentenced to jail by 
three different circuit judges for con
tempt of court but he beat all three 
cases by applying the one yardstick 
of his life -the law. "79 On one of those 
occasions, in 1947, Giblin was sen
tenced by Dade Circuit Judge 
Charles A. Carroll to thirty days in 
jail and fined $2,000 for making a 
personal attack on Judge Stanley 
Milledge.80 In a suit Giblin brought 
to stop gambling operations at a 
Miami club, Giblin sought dismissal 
of the action, which initially had been 
assigned to Judge Milledge, accusing 
the judge of bias in favor of the op
erators of the club. In overturning 
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that contempt citation, the Florida 
Supreme Court later ruled that since 
the motion alleging bias was filed 
pursuant to a statute authorizing the 
relief requested, Giblin's statements 
were privileged. 81 

Giblin Serves as Circuit Judge 
a Second Time - This Time in 

Dade County 

In the fifties, Giblin served as a 
circuit judge a second time - this 
time as circuit judge in Dade County 
for eight years from 1951 until1959. 
On August 12, 1952, Giblin an
nounced his candidacy to fill the un
expired term on the Florida Supreme 
Court of Justice Roy Chapman, who 
had died just a few days prior to 
Giblin's announcement. Sometime 
later, Florida Governor Fuller War
ren announced the appointment of 
West Palm Beach attorney E. Harris 
Drew to fill Chapman's unexpired 
term.82 

During the campaign with 
Drew, Giblin was an outspoken critic 
of proposals to increase the number 
of justices from seven to ten. Giblin 
was reported to have stated that 
Florida needs more competent jus
tices rather than more justices, and 
said that figures being circulated to 
prove the need were a "hypocritical 
sham. "83 Giblin also said that the of
fice of chief justice should be occu
pied by a "dominant figure who can 
give orders and see that they are car
ried out" rather than "rotated among 
the justices so all can have the honor 
of being chief justice."84 Giblin lost 
the election by a narrow margin, con
ceding the race after an analysis of 
early returns when he was 1,137 
votes ahead. 85 

From 1952 until 1957 Judge 
Giblin taught civil procedure courses 
as a part-time lecturer at the Univer
sity of Miami law school. Fort Lau
derdale lawyer John Payne remem
bers Judge Giblin as a colorful and 
interesting speaker who often re
galed his night school law classes 
with stories of Giblin's Capone rep
resentation. One Giblin story Payne 
remembers particularly well involved 
an occasion when Giblin had been 
invited to dinner at the Capone Palm 
Island mansion. When Capone's for
mally-attired dinner guests began to 

seat themselves, Giblin was rather 
shocked to see shoulder holstered pis
tols underneath the jackets of many 
of Capone's male guests.86 

As a Dade judge, Giblin opposed 
"quickie" divorces, vehemently criti
cizing from the bench Florida's then 
ninety-day residency requirement, 
and railed against "ineffectual prac
tices of some members of the bar. "87 

In 1953 Judge Giblin appointed Mi
ami attorney AbeAronovitz as "friend 
of the court" to investigate all di
vorces granted in Dade County since 
January 1, 1953, and determine how 
many persons who gave Florida ad
dresses were still living in the state. 
Giblin also directed the Dade state 
attorney to bring disbarment pro
ceedings against an unnamed Miami 
lawyer who was involved in a divorce 
action the judge called "fraudulent." 
Giblin publicly announced that he 
was going to continue to deny di
vorces to "migratory perjurers who 
come here to rid themselves of the 
responsibility of marriage assumed in 
another state. "88 

Giblin during the McCarthy Era 

During the McCarthy era, 
Giblin was strongly anti-Red, regu
larly inveighing against American 
apathy in facing up to the internal 
threat of Communism. Speaking sev
eral times weekly at civic clubs, so
cial and other groups in 1954, Giblin 
would also defend his disbarment of 
Miami attorney Leo Sheiner, whom 
Giblin disbarred in September, 1953, 
because Sheiner invoked the Fifth 
Amendment when questioned in 
court about his Communist affilia
tions.89 In one such speech, Giblin 
criticized the press for letting Red 
propaganda creep into its news col
umns, stating: "What they can't seem 
to realize is that this army of Com
munists has landed and is trying to 
destroy us from within."90 

During his tenure as a Dade cir
cuit judge, Giblin sat for the second 
time as a judge on assignment to the 
Florida Supreme Court, authoring as 
associate justice five opinions for the 
court in 1954.91 Giblin also sat as an 
associate judge of the Third District 
Court of Appeal, and in that capacity 
authored opinions for the appellate 
court in two cases in 1958 and 1959.92 

Harris Drewt who defeated 
Giblin for a seat on the Florida 
Supreme Court. 

Judge Giblin Arrested; Resigns 
Bench a Second Time 

On January 23, 1959, Judge 
Giblin's second wife, Virginia, was 
driving him to court when Virginia 
was stopped for speeding. Giblin 
tried to explain who he was and that 
he was going to court, but the Coral 
Gables police officer would have none 
of it. Giblin drove away, resulting in 
the arrest of both Giblin and his 
wife.93 

The case ended up in Dade cir
cuit court, which ruled that the Coral 
Gables municipal court had no right 
to try the judge on charges emanat
ing from his wife's speeding charges. 
Coral Gables appealed to the District 
Court of Appeal, which reversed the 
case and ruled in favor of the city. 
Giblin then appealed the District 
Court of Appeal's decision to the 
Florida Supreme Court, which re
versed the District Court of Appeal 
and ruled in Giblin's favor. 94 

Giblin's wife then brought a 
damage suit against Coral Gables, 
which resulted in a $34,000 award to 
Mrs. Giblin, but that judgment was 
overturned after Coral Gables ap
pealed to the District Court of Ap
peal. 95 By then, Giblin had already 
resigned for the second time in a ju-



dicial career that had begun for the 
first time in 1927 as Broward's first 
circuit judge, lasting two years, and 
ended for the second time in 1959 
after eight years on the Dade bench. 

In 1960, Giblin, then a private 
citizen, supported off-track gambling 
in Miami Beach hotels through the 
use of closed-circuit television, with 
the making of bets processed through 
track personnel, arguing that the 
system would increase revenues to 
the state racing commission by five 
times. Giblin was noted as a brilliant 
conversationalist, but he also had his 
problems with alcohol. Mter a Bar 

Association cocktail party, Giblin was 
told the next day that he had been 
singing with his arm around his 
worst enemy. Swearing off booze for 
four years, Giblin remarked: "Any
time the stuff makes me buddy up to 
that so-and-so it's time to quit."96 

Giblin died in 1965 in Miami 
Beach of colon cancer at the age of 
sixty-seven. One of the many obitu
aries appearing in the local newspa
pers following his death stated that 
Giblin "was held in high regard for 
his knowledge of the law, even by at
torneys who objected to the limelight 
that seemed to seek him. "97 
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Vincent Giblin, c. 1954. 
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MfMORifS Of 
WfST HOLL OOD 

An Interview With 

Introductory note: On March 2, 
1982, Gerry Witoshynsky, president of 
the Pembroke Pines Historical Soci
ety, conducted an oral history inter
view with Annabel Perry. This was 
the first interview conducted for the 
Pembroke Pines Historical Society, 
and covered a wide range of topics, 
focusing on the history of the Perry's 
Dairy property, which included 
today's North Perry Airport and 
much of the City of Miramar. What 
follows is an edited and condensed 
version of Mrs. Perry's reminiscences. 

7b begin with, could you give 
us a brief history of your early life 
-where you were born and where 
you lived? 

I was born in Miami, Florida, 
so I'm an old Florida cracker. My ma
ternal grandfather had homesteaded 
down at Coconut Grove many years 
ago. He was county commissioner for 
nineteen years with Dade County, 
and James Carey was his name. My 
father, Arren T. Carter, as a young 
man, left Jacksonville, went to Key 
West and then came over and landed 
in Coconut Grove. He had a little 

grocery store down on Mary Street 
and then he farmed tomatoes and had 
cows and one thing and another, in
cluding a sawmill at Twelfth [Street] 
where he said he used to lose mules 
on occasion, because of the deep 
muck. He cut much of the timber 
used for the first bridge to Miami 

Beach, all down in the south of Mi
ami. Before I started school, we built 
a house on South Miami Avenue and 
Eighth Street. I was raised right 
there in Miami. I met Henry [Perry], 
and we were married when I was still 
living right at that same place. Of 
course, we were sweethearts back in 

"Southwest Broward"- today's Miramar; Pembroke Pines, and 
adjacent unincorporated areas - is one of the county's fastest growing 
regions. Here, rapid development has erased many traces of a rich agri
cultural heritage. Once the home of Tequesta and Seminole Indians, 
and reputedly of Cuban cattle and hog ranges, this section and adjoin
ing portions of Dade County attracted large dairy farms beginning in 
the 1920s. With the arrival of the first residential developments during 
the post-World War II population boom, "West Hollywood," as the area 
came to be known, entered a period of growth which resulted in the 
incorporation of today's municipalities. 

Much of the history of the "West Hollywood" area revolves around 
the family of pioneer dairyman, banker; and civic leader Henry Perry 
(1901-1972). In this 1982 interview, Mr. Perry's widow, Annabel, de
scribes the land, the people, and the events of the region beginning in 
the early 1920s. At the time the interview was conducted, Mrs. Perry 
still resided on the family's dairy farm. She currently makes her home 
in Hollywood. 
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school. Henry and I moved from the 
house on Miami Avenue to a house 
back on Eighth Street in the same 
neighborhood. 

Then your family history in 
the Miami area would be ex
tremely interesting? 

Like I say, my history is right 
here in this part of the country and 
goes way back. When I was a girl, 
my grandmother used to love to talk, 
and she'd tell about the time when 
they used to trade with the Indians 
and her brother was lighthouse 
keeper down at Cape Florida. So 
their history went way back and 
we've often wished that we would 
have made tapes and kept a little 
record of all that took place at that 
time. 

You mentioned that you met 
and married Henry Perry in Mi
ami. Was Mr. Perry a native of 
Miami also? 

No, but he was a native of 
Florida. He was born outside of 
Gainesville in a little town called 

92 

Rochelle. His father worked for the 
railroad, and they came down when 
they [Henry Flagler] were fixing the 
railroad to Key West. Henry was 
down on the Keys for a while when 
his father was working there. They 
lived on Pigeon Key for about one 
year, when he was about ten years 
old. 

I don't remember just what year 
it was when they moved to Miami, 
but they lived on Southwest Eighth 
Street, not too far from where we 
lived. Brickell Avenue was east of 
where we lived. 

So did you begin in the dairy 
business in Miami? 

As you know, Henry was in the 
ice cream business. We had the Semi
nole Ice Cream business in Miami, 
and then after a time we bought cows 
to have milk for the ice cream. We 
kept them in the Dade County sec
tion. Then we sold out to Southern 
Dairies when they came to town, and 
after we sold out we started in the 
dairy business and we moved up 

DAIRIES 

here. We had a period of time, you 
know, before we could put milk back 
on the streets, and in the meantime, 
milk went down to eight cents a 
quart. We lived through all that De
pression time and had a lot of 
struggles back in those days. 

Can you tell us when you 
came to Broward County, and 
what you remember about the 
area at that time? 

We started in Broward County 
in 1923, when Henry and Lonnie 
Perry, his brother, put the cows up 
here. The two of them were in busi
ness together, and they started up 
here at that time. I don't think there 
was settlement in this area or activ
ity except the dairy farms, back in 
1923 and along in those years. We 
were one of the first dairies out here. 
We didn't have U.S. 441, and we came · 
out Dixie Highway. I don't remem
ber how we would get back into the 
farm here. Pembroke Road was the 
only way into Miramar back in those 
days. It was just a dirt road that went 
from here on out. 

ALL MILK SOLD BY US 
IS PRODUCED AND BOTTLED 

ON OUR ~~ARM 

• 
OFFICE 

626 N. W. lOth St. PHONE .2-7221 

Advertisement from the 1947 Miami city directory. 



Henry (left) and Annabel Perry. 

One thing that has puzzled 
Dr. [Cooper] Kirk [Broward 
County Historian] and Mrs. 
[Estelle] Kipnis and I and others 
involved in the Historical Society 
is how Pembroke Road got its 
name - whether somebody just 
liked the sound of the name, or 
whether there was a specific rea
son it was called Pembroke. Do 
you know of any early settlement 
out on the road where there were 
enough people to have had a 
school house? 

I surely don't know where Pem
broke Road got its name. I don't be
lieve there was a schoolhouse out in 
this section when we were first out 
here. 

So you don't know of any 
settlement in this area prior to 
the dairy farms? Do you have any 
idea what this area was like be
fore the farms came in? Did they 
clear most of it out? 

A lot of the area prior to the 
coming of the dairy farms was pal
metto. You just cleared a part and 
put the cows on it, and they gradu
ally killed off the palms. Most of the 
fields were cleared of palmetto 
growth that way. 

Can you tell us any particu
larly memorable incident from 

those early years - the '20s or 
'30s? 

We had a hurricane out here 
one year. I don't think it was the '26 
storm. I think it was the next storm 
after that. The buildings were blown 
down. We had an old feed room that 
stood up, and the people that were 
working on the farm gathered in 
there. One of the men broke his leg 
someway during that time. He had 
to get out a horse and get on that 
horse and ride over into Hollywood 
to get to a doctor to get his leg fixed. 
Of course, the water, they said, was 
way up on the horse's leg. He couldn't 
have gotten out without the horse 
otherwise. 

That may have been the 1935 
storm. There was a bad one that 
year. What did you do to enter
tain yourself out here during 
those years? 

Of course, in the early years we 
lived in town and were not a part of 
too much that went on here at night 
because we were not here. Henry 
worked very hard in those days. He 
used to check the trucks out at mid
night and then when the trucks were 
gone, he'd come to the farm. He'd 
sleep a few hours, and he worked 
hard. That was before we moved out 
to the farm. By the time I moved 
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here, our kids were raised, and away 
at school-one in medical school and 
the younger at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville. 

Now were the trucks you 
mentioned from the ice cream 
business, or was this after you 
started the dairy? 

The trucks I'm talking about 
were from when we sold milk. The 
dairy was Perry's Dairy and we had 
our plant on Northwest Tenth Street 
in Miami. There we processed the 
milk and it went out. 

You mentioned before that it 
was a struggle to begin with. Did 
you feel that you could hold out 
and that things would get better? 

Once we got over the Depres
sion, we came along all right. I have 
two sons who were in college when I 
moved. Of course, as children they 
loved to come out here. That used to 
be the regular thing at home. On 
Sunday afternoon, we'd bring the 
neighborhood, and they'd all come 
out to the farm. 

So you didn't personally live 
on this property but remained in 
Miami, and what year did you 
move here? 

I didn't move out to the farm un
til 194 7. Our kids had all left home 
by then, and it was just me, so I 
moved out here. Of course, there still 
wasn't very much out here. This 
house was just a little bitty house in 
194 7. Henry just used it when he was 
here. Then when I came out we 
added part, and we kept adding to 
the house so it's really just a farm 
house that's been stretched out. My 
son's house is a big brick house. 
That's Doctor Henry Perry, Jr. 

This is a nice spot, very at
tractive and picturesque. 

My home is on a little rise on 
coral rock. It's solid rock. We chose 
this spot because it was attractive, 
but also because of the potential from 
flooding. 

And Mr. Perry stayed here 
when he was working on the farm 
-before you came here to live. Do 
you know what was here before 
that? 

There was an old gentleman, 
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known as the hermit, Mr. Hobbs, 
that had this place and lived here. 
He lived here for years and he had a 
grove. Some of these fruit trees are 
left over from that. He used to come 
to the farm and borrow a horse to 
work the grove, and people would 
come out here and buy fruit from 
him. He sold most of it right from 
the place. His little house was right 
out here where my barbecue pit is. 
One time he got bit by a snake out 
here, had to crawl on his stomach all 
the way out to 441, and somebody 
picked him up and took him to the 
hospital. It was evidently a poison
ous snake, probably a rattlesnake. 

So this parcel wasn't part of 
the original farm, then. How did 
Mr. Perry acquire it? 

Henry kept riding through and 
looking at the property, and he just 
loved this place right in here and so 
he bought it. Henry kept asking the 
owner to tell him when he got ready 
to sell. Finally, he couldn't stay here 
by himself and Henry bought the 
place. 

Only the grove was in here, and 
brush was grown all around the 
whole place. We couldn't live here 
like that, so we cleaned it all out and 
cleared out under the trees. That was 
to the benefit of the grove because it 
kept the moisture in and kept the 
wind from tearing up the trees. 

Would you say it was really 
remote at that time? No other 
people immediately in the vicin
ity? 

I think the Grants were our only 
neighbors when we moved out here. 
I hadn't been out here too long until 
they began to develop east of us. 
They opened a trailer park, and that 
was the first thing that they started 
east of us. 

I was delighted to move out here 
to the farm. Of course, there were 
none of the houses east of us when 
we moved here. We used to have to 
stop out there on 441 and open the 
gate and come through to get in here 
to our house at Thirty-ninth Street 
(the old map listed it as Perry Drive). 

The Grants were due east of 
here. Do you recall some of the 

NGTONST 

PEMBROKE RD. 

~o~~l 
MIRAMAR PARKWAY 

BROWARD COUNTY --------
DADECOUNTY 

Map showing the location of the Perry farm. 

other dairies that were in the 
area? 

We had somewhere around 
twelve hundred acres, including 
Perry Airport. By then, the J ohnsons 
were out here, east of us, and in time 
Mr. Peterson, a bachelor, had a dairy 
north of Pembroke Road. He had 
worked for Henry for a little while, 
and then he started that dairy over 
there. 

West of us was Farway Dairy, 

which eventually became the Land 
'0 Sun Dairy. 

But the Grants were closest 
to you? 

The Grants had their dairy 
right out here in front of my house. 
In fact, it's where they have the play
ground over there, where the chil
dren have the ballpark. The people 
came right to the dairy and would 
buy milk and eggs from the Grants. 
They sold milk right from the barn. 

North Perry Field (now North Perry Airport) 
as it appeared during World War II. 



That was about 1947. 
Their son, Ray, Jr., was a stunt 

flyer, and he used to fly that airplane 
out here. He'd come around and 
come down underneath these wires 
right out in front of my house. It'd 
scare me half to death. He would 
come underneath the light wire and 
go back up and do all kinds of stunts. 
He didn't come out of Perry Airport, 
not that I know of. That was before 
there was too much at Perry. I'm sure 
it was before there were airplanes 
there. 

We know that Perry Airport 
was given by Mr. Perry for the use 
of the arrru!d forces in World War 
II. Do you recall any of the cir
cumstances of this? 

In about 1943 the Navy had 
come and they wanted land out here 
and they used the land for South 
Perry Airport and North Perry Air
port. They used to practice with the 
planes out here. We'd run the cows 
right out on the field all the time they 
were here, and they used to say that 
the cows didn't hardly stop eating. 
They might moo at them or look at 
them when they'd fly over, but the 
cows got used to it. 

Where was South Perry Air
port? 

South Perry Airport was south 
of Pembroke Road, and east of us. 
Our land went over to University 
Drive. Our barn was over on Pem
broke Road next to the Pembroke 
Baptist Church. It was back behind 
that where they had the airfield. 
They were just here about two years 
- 1943 and 1944 - and the war 
ended in '45. Then they didn't need 
the field. They just turned the south 
field back over to us, but the north 
field, where the airport is now, they 
wouldn't give back to us. 

I knew there was a problem 
with that, that they wouldn't re
turn it. 

Mr. Perry didn't want to give up 
the Perry Airport. Perry Airport was 
given by Mr. Perry for the use of the 
armed forces in World War II. We 
were supposed to get the land back 
afterward, but once they had put 
buildings on the land, they wouldn't 
give it back to us. The F.A.A. just 

assessed the land and took it. Henry 
tried to prevent it, but he lost. They 
reimbursed him for the value of the 
property, but, of course, they set their 
price and paid what it was assessed 
for. They did not give Mr. Perry ben
efit of full market value, and he didn't 
feel like they had given him a fair 
price for it. 

Was that the county, or the 
F.A.A.[Federal Aviation Adminis
tration}, or who? 

The F.A.A. The property was 
turned over to the county in 1957, but 
the F.A.A. still has final say on who 
uses it. We had another big fight 
when Broward Community College 
wanted that northeast comer for the 
South Campus, and that took about 
eight years. The F.A.A. wanted way 
too much for that property. I told the 
people who were involved in that 
fight to get the property for the cam
pus that if only Mr. Perry were here, 
he'd give a hand in that. 

Now getting back to when 
you first came here to live. That 
would have been about the tirru! 
of the 1947 flood. 

We did have a hurricane here 
in 194 7, and there was a time when 
there was water four feet deep all the 
way from this house clear over to the 
bam. You could get in little row boats 
and go right over the top of the fences, 
all the way over to the bam. That 
was about the time of the 1947 flood. 
When we moved here in '47, there 
was water all around here already, 
and we had to use a little jeep to get 
in and out through the water. At that 
time my house was almost an island. 
Flood control and water management 
procedures were not instituted until 
after this severe storm. [Mrs. Perry 
has also described shooting snakes off 
the top offence posts where they had 
taken refuge until the storm water 
drained.] 

Did you lose any cattle dur
ing that time? 

We didn't lose any animals dur
ing the flood. If we did, it was so 
minor that I don't remember it. 
They'd just go to a higher spot as the 
water would come in, so I don't think 
we lost any. We used to have a prob
lem with the mosquitoes, though. 
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They would get into the nostrils of a 
cow and smother the cow. So when 
they were bad, they used to pile up 
tires and set a fire and keep it going 
all night, and the cows would gather 
around the fire for protection. 

Dr. Kirk from the Historical 
Commission told us once that 
mosquitoes were so bad that 
people had to be in the house with 
smoke of some kind, during the 
summertime. 

When we first moved here, the 
mosquitoes weren't so bad most of the 
time, but they would come in droves 
about four or five o'clock. They had 
the biggest legs you ever saw. They 
were marsh mosquitoes, of course, 
and if the dogs were here, you'd have 
to get the dog in the house. When 
you'd run your hand over it, that poor 
little old dog would be covered with 
mosquitoes. During the day it would 
be beautiful, and then maybe you'd 
have a couple of days of mosquitoes, 
and then it would clear off and be fine 
again. In those times there were a 
lot of marshy areas and everglade
type areas west of us where the mos
quitoes would breed. The west wind 
would bring the mosquitoes in. Long 
years ago the pioneers were really 
hardy souls to put up with that. 

Can you recall any other in· 
teresting incidents from when you 
first moved out here? 

Back around 1950 they used to 
have races along the north side of 
Pembroke Road. All the farmers out 
here had horses, and they'd gather 
out there on Sunday afternoon and 
bring their horses and race them up 
and down the side of Pembroke Road. 
Quite a crowd would gather out there 
once people began to know about it. 
I don't know that betting took place 
- if it did it was on the Q. T. 

And you had barbecues? 

Mter we moved out here, we be
gan to have the barbecues, and, of 
course, everybody knew about 
Henry's barbecues. He had a famous 
barbecue sauce, and they all talked 
about it, and people would say, "Well, 
what did you put in it?" Well, he 
couldn't tell them what he put in it. 
He'd make a big deal that he'd put in 
a little pinch of this and a pinch of 



Henry Perry (left) barbecuing with James McGee and Chan 
Cunningham, c. 1958. 

that, and it was a delight of his life. 
He'd get out there and cook that bar
becue all day long, and then by night 
he wouldn't hardly know anybody 
because he was so tired. But he just 
delighted in it, and people came from 
South Miami and from Fort Lauder
dale and everywhere. 

Former West Hollywood Vol
unteer Fire Department Chief 
Charlie Frey mentioned the bar
becues; he said they were either 
south of Pembroke Road or some· 
where on Pembroke Road and on 
the airport side. 

We did go over there a few times 
and have a barbecue, but the ones 
that Henry put on were mostly right 
there on the south side of Pembroke 
Road next to the barn. The police de
partment was so good to us and 
looked out for things so much that 
they used to try to have a special one 
for the police department there. 

Were these fields always 
open, or was there a lot of brush? 

The fields were open, covered 
with low grasses. Back behind the 
barn we had lots of growth, trees and 
a lot of those old palmettos. If some
one would ride a horse back there, 
they had to be careful or they would 
lose their way back out. It seemed 
like a long distance looking back from 
Pembroke Road. It seems so close 

now, but they'd get back there in all 
those palmettos and they would just 
get lost if they didn't keep an eye on 
the barn so they'd know how to get 
back. 

And it was that way when 
you first moved out here? 

It was about 1950 before any
thing much began to happen out 
here. That was about when things 
began to build up a little bit. I don't 
remember when Pembroke Road was 
put through, though. 

Is there anyone besides Mr. 
Wiley Waldrep that might be able 
to give us any more information 
on this area? Any contemporar
ies ofyours? 

The old timers have kind of died 
out. Mrs. [Linda] Johnson died just 
recently. They gave the property for 
St. Stephen's Church. Originally, 
there was a saw mill on that prop
erty. Then, after the J ohnsons 
bought it, they put a filling station 
there. For a long time there was a 
filling station and a grocery store 
there. When we first came out they 
didn't have the filling station. The 
little grocery store on the opposite 
side of the street belonged to the I. F. 
(Cash) Registers. They sold big cane 
poles. The Registers moved to Ocala 
or some place in the central part of 
the state. Janice, their daughter, 

could give you lots of information. 
The newspaper clipping about 

Mrs. Johnson passing away gave two 
addresses. Her original house was 
on Southwest Fifteenth Street, just 
east of the 'furnpike. She lived there 
a long time ago, while the farm was 
there. She was living on Sheridan 
Street when she died. They had 
moved to Pompano after they sold 
here, and they had a dairy up there. 

Speaking of the Turnpike, do 
you remember any of the circum
stances of its construction? 

I lost some of my property when 
the 'furnpike cut through it. It di
vided us and the Johnsons as it went 
through. I don't know why they put 
it in that way, but the best I can re
member there was a little trouble 
getting land that didn't have too 
many buildings. I didn't object to giv
ing up land for the 'furnpike. It was 
progressive. 

Still the Turnpike divided the 
place, and they built an underpass 
so our cows could get back and forth, 
and it's still there. I don't remember 
my husband being upset about the 
loss of property, once he got the place 
to get the cows through. He was up
set, however, that the construction by 
the Turnpike Authority ignored an 
Indian mound uncovered by earth 
movers in the area south of Pembroke 
Road and University Drive, and they 
ultimately destroyed it. 

Now you said your barn was 
on Pembroke Road. I remember 
several years ago, when our 
youngsters were little, going to a 
dairy farm out Pembroke Road, 
but that could have been Land-
0'-Sun Dairy. 

Our main barn was just west of 
Pembroke Church. Land-0'-Sun 
Dairy was on Pembroke. I forgot 
when they moved out, but we were 
there a long time after Land-0'-Sun. 

We moved here in '57, and I 
don't remember your barns at 
that time. 

The barns were here in 1957. 
We were operating even after the 
Pembroke Road Church was built. 
We used to have a little story about 
that. We had a little old donkey and 
we had a cart to hook the donkey up 



to. It seemed like every time the 
preacher would get ready to pray, 
that little old donkey would get out 
and start to bray. He was just across 
from the church. When they had 
their vacation Bible school one year, 
at noontime Henry would hook up the 
donkey and have one of our men come 
and bring him to take the kids around 
the church for a ride. That donkey 
would get so he wouldn't move, and 
then they'd feed him cookies and he'd 
get up and go around that church one 
more time. Then they would have to 
feed him cookies again! 

What happened to those 
barns? 

Do you remember they burned 
all those buildings that were over 
there? They had pictures in the pa
per when they had the fire depart
ment come in and burn the buildings 
for us. I can't tell you when it was, 
but it was in the late '50s [1959]. 

I'm talking about houses right 
on Pembroke. We had one little 
house in the front and two or three 
more and the big barn back in the 
middle. 

Now I do remember taking 
the kids back to see the cows at 
the two-story green barn. Was 
that yours? It always seemed like 
a strange barn to me. 

Yes, we had a two-story barn 
and they kept the feed there. Mter 
we sold on Pembroke, then we moved 
back and we put that barn back there. 
There was a chute down to put the 
feed in and run it right on down. It 
was mainly a feed barn, but we did 
some milking there. 

Now you still have some cows 
here on the place, but you don't 
have any dairy operations? 

In later years, we didn't have 
any dairy operations here. We just 
had beef cows on the place. Before 
Henry died, he had put in some reg
istered charolais cows, and he had 
real good cows. Then, after he died, 
we couldn't keep those because they 
are too much trouble calving, so we 
got rid of them, and these are just 
regular beef cows that we have here, 
now mostly Black Angus. 

You mentioned the Pembroke 
Road Church. Do you recall any 

of the circumstances of organiz
ing that church? 

We gave property for the Pem
broke Road Baptist Church. We had 
already sold the land, when Brother 
Gardner from the Hollywood church 
[First Baptist Church in Hollywood] 
called up and said, "Mrs. Perry, do 
you realize how many houses are 
going to be out there on that place?" 
I said, "No, we hadn't really thought 
about it. It had been a farm to us all 
the time." So he said, "Well, how 
would you like to set aside a piece of 
property for the church?" Of course, 
I told him I'd talk to Henry, and when 
Henry heard he agreed to that. Since 
we had already sold the property, we 
had to get Mr. Mailman to give us 
back the piece where the church is. 
The church only has five acres, but 
that's all that Mr. Mailman would 
let us have back, and the church 
didn't want any farther back at the 
time anyway. Today we are a little 
bit short on land up there. We need 
parking lots, but we didn't realize 
how big the church would get. And 
it came so fast. It was almost like it 
was a shock. Like Pembroke Pines, 
we knew we would grow, but nobody 
could have anticipated. 

How did the congregation 
get organized and retain a min
ister in the early days? 

In the early days Reverend 
Gardner come out here and preached 
the church service during Sunday 
school time. We started the church 
in the airport and had our first Sun
day school and church in one of the 
buildings there. Then he went back 
to town and had his service over 
there. We had Sunday school after 
the church services. We were also 
building at the time. Later Rever
end Sawyer came right out of college 
and took over the church. We just 
had one building at that time, not the 
one that's on the corner now, but the 
little building over on the side. Now 
the kindergarten is behind that. We 
have a real nice school building now. 

Yes, that's a marvelous 
church and school, very well run. 

There is always something go
ing on at the church and always has 
been. If people took part in every-
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thing that went on there, they'd be 
busy all the time because we have 
always brought young people in. 
There was a time when Pembroke 
had more young people than any 
church in the Gulfstream Associa
tion, but of course many have moved. 
It's a transient area. That makes it 
a little bit harder, but we have all 
kinds of activity at the church from 
the young right on up to the older 
ones. 

You and your husband were 
great benefactors to the area, and 
you've been memorialized by hav
ing North Perry Airport and the 
two schools named for you. Do 
you recall the circumstances of 
the naming of the schools in your 
honor? 

Henry gave the land for the 
Henry D. Perry Middle School, and I 
didn't know they were going to name 
the Annabel C. Perry Elementary 
School after me until after the meet
ing. I was quite surprised and quite 
honored that they had done that. 
There is also a little park near the 
school named after me. 

I've seen Mr. Perry referred 
to as "Mr. West Hollywood." He 
was probably one of the most, if 
not th& most, important citizen of 
the area. 

He started out when there 
wasn't too much going on. In fact, at 
that time people used to be ashamed 
to say they were from West Holly
wood. That's how little we were. But 
Henry never was. He wore it proudly. 
The big turning point for West Hol
lywood was in the early to mid-50s 
when the bank started. It really be
gan to grow at that time. 

Now that was the Citizens 
Bank of West Hollywood, where 
Mr. Perry was president and 
chairman of the board? 

Yes, I have pictures, clippings 
and all of people that were active in 
building and developing West Holly
wood. I had one whole scrapbook of 
the things that went on at the bank 
and the hospital. It was all tied to
gether. 

I'm glad you mentioned the 
hospital. Mr. Perry was instru-



Memorial Hospital, Hollywood, 1960s. 

mental in getting that started too, 
wasn't he'/ 

Mr. Perry was involved in Me
morial Hospital from the very begin
ning. He watched every nail that 
went into that hospital. It was his 
"baby" in 1961. Sid Holland was the 
one that helped get the bond issue 
through for the hospital, and Mr. 
D.M. Jordan, who had Jordan Fur
niture Store, was very active in the 
starting of the hospital. They had a 
hard time to get it, though. 

There is also an article from 
the newspaper telling how Mr. 
Perry and several others were 
honored by the Seminole Indians 
for helping them with their fi
nances. 

Yes, Mr. Perry was honored for 
helping to incorporate the Seminole 
Indian Reservation, north of 
Sheridan Street. Henry and another 
man got up the money for the reser
vation, and the Seminoles presented 
them with this coat with all the col
ors. Henry was so proud of it. 

I was a homebody. Most of my 
activities have always been with the 
church and with my children, so I 
was never much of a public figure. I 
wasn't too happy whenever they were 
trying to incorporate this area out 
here, and I didn't want my husband 
to take a political office. I was happy 
as long as he was in the background 
because he was good at it and he had 
a way with people. 

I was certainly not equipped to 
be the mayor's wife. I would not have 
fitted in there or been happy at all. I 
wasn't interested in public activities, 
but Henry loved it. Still, we were 
compatible, so it worked fine for 
Henry and me. 

And so much of what we have 
here now is on properly that you 
and Mr. Perry once owned. So 
much has changed, and the 
prices are just astronomical now. 

We sold before prices got to be 
as high as they are. We should have 
held on a little bit longer, but then 
somebody has to open the way for 
progress to come. You can't have the 
world with a fence around it. You had 
to make the best of what you had. 

Were you pleased or dis· 
pleased to see the growth of this 
area and the creation of 
Miramar'/ 

I had no idea how large 
Miramar was going to be. It was 
much nicer when it was smaller. 
Everybody was happier, and it was 

·just better, that's all. The residents 
were more of a family with more of a 
community feeling. But, of course, 
we had to grow -you always either 
go forward or you go backwards. And 
you adjust with it. Even so, since I 
moved out here I really haven't had 
anybody nearby. I'm still almost in 
the country now. I'm secluded if I 
want to be. 

It seems that you weren't in· 
volved with your husband's pub
lic affairs as far as politics or the 
incorporation of Miramar or the 
West Hollywood area'/ 

New homes and flooded conditions in Miramar, c. 1960. 
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NATIVISM and the 
JULIA MURPHY incident 

Nativism, as defined in the Ran
dom House Dictionary, is, "the policy 
of protecting the interests of native 
inhabitants against those of immi
grants." In practice, however, this 
rather mild definition has grown and 
intensified to encompass varying de
grees of prejudice and mistreatment, 
not only of immigrants, but also of 
native-born Americans whose cus
toms, traditions, and even religious 
beliefs have been perceived as "for
eign." This is the story of Julia T. 
Murphy, a young Roman Catholic 
schoolteacher, and the practice of 
nativism in Fort Lauderdale. 

Julia Murphy's father, Jeremiah 
A. Murphy, came to Florida in 1912, 
and settled on a farm just north of 
Lemon City. The Murphys had lived 
in Nebraska and Colorado, and ap
pear to have been part of the large 
wave of migration from the Midwest
ern and Great Plains states attracted 
by agricultural opportunities offered 
as a result of Everglades drainage 
and subsequent land sales. Mr. 
Murphy was described as a "thorough 
Catholic gentleman," and was a 
fourth degree Knight of Columbus. 1 

Julia soon joined him in Florida, as 
the family felt "that it was not well 

by L. DAVIS GIVONETTI 

for her father to be alone. "2 

Having been a public school 
teacher in Nebraska, Miss Murphy 
hoped to continue teaching in south 
Florida. She was offered a job as a 
second grade teacher in Fort Lauder
dale by the Superintendent of In
struction for Dade County, Robert E. 
HalJ.3 Pleased by this opportunity, 
Julia and her father planned to build 
a home in Fort Lauderdale and bring 

the rest of their family from N e
braska. All appeared to be going well 
for the Murphys until the principal 
of the Fort Lauderdale school, James 
S. Rickards, found that his prospec
tive new teacher was of the Roman 
Catholic faith.' 

Rickards promptly expressed 
his concern at this discovery to his 
brother, Clarence E. Rickard, who 
was serving as one of Fort 

In 1915, the year that Broward County was created, Fort Lauder
dale became the subject of much controversy when local school trustees, 
backed by prominent community leaders and a vocal segment of the popu
lation, turned down the appointment of a Roman Catholic schoolteacher, 
Julia Murphy. "Fort Lauderdale's shame," as the incident was labeled by 
a St. Augustine newspaper, had its roots in events far beyond the small 
south Florida town. As this article demonstrates, the Julia Murphy inci
dent was part of a long tradition of American nativism which reached a 
peak in Florida in the 191 Os, promoted by figures such as Governor Sidney 
J. Catts and Georgia politician and editor Thomas E. Watson, a part-time 
Fort Lauderdale resident. Author L. Davis Givonetti, a resident of Pem
broke Pines, holds a degree in History from Florida Atlantic University. 

Following this article, the original reports from the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel and the Miami Herald are reprinted, describing the public meet
ing at which Miss Murphy's appointment was rejected. In addition to 
providing detailed eyewitness accounts of the meeting, these articles re
flect the strong differences of opinion on the issue held by the papers and 
their respective editors. 



22 - Broward Legacy 

C. E. Rickard (left) and James S. Rickards with members 
of their family, c. 1926. 

Lauderdale's school trustees. James 
Rickards had added an "s" to the end 
of his name when he was in college 
for an unexplained reason, while C. 
E. Rickard retained the traditional 
spelling. Both had come from Indi
ana three years earlier and rapidly 
established themselves as business 
and community leaders. While they 
may have disagreed over the correct 
spelling of their last name, the broth
ers were in complete agreement on 
how to handle the case of Miss 
Murphy.5 

On July 17,1915, C. E . Rickard 
and two other school trustees wrote 
a letter of protest to Superintendent 
Hall. The letter stated bluntly, "The 
local board's attention has been called 
to the fact that one of the grade teach
ers whom you propose to hire is a 
Roman Catholic. Our attention was 
called to this by local taxpayers and 
patrons of our school and while we 
do not in any way desire to interfere 
with your arrangements we are 
offensed to hiring and placing in 
charge of any of our school work any 
but Protestants." In addition to 
Rickard, the letter was signed by 
Clinton Kittredge and S. J. Clark.6 

Kittredge was founder of the 
Fort Lauderdale State Bank, presi
dent of the Fort Lauderdale Mercan
tile Company, and "high in the Fort 
Lauderdale Masonic Order. "7 Dr. 
Samuel J. Clark was a Fort Lauder-

dale dentist who had served on the 
county school board in 1912, and was 
a member of the Doric Lodge, Free 
and Accepted Masons.8 Clark re
vealed his feelings toward the Catho
lic Church in a September 10, 1915 
letter to the Miami Herald, in which 
he stated, "You need only take off 
your Roman spectacles and look 
through a good clear American lens 
and you will see a spirit of American
ism springing up all over the coun
try in defense of our public schools. 
I glory in Fort Lauderdale taking the 
lead." Clark wrote this letter in an
swer to one written by Bishop 
Michael J. Curley in defense of Miss 
Murphy which had appeared in the 
Herald on August 30.9 The Herald 
would not print Clark's letter, but the 
rival Miami Metropolis did, along 
with an editorial criticizing the 
Herald's refusal. This exchange char
acterized the editorial differences 
between the nativist Metropolis and 
the more open-minded Herald dur
ing this period. 

After receiving the trustees' let
ter, Superintendent Hall contacted 
Julia Murphy to inform her that the 
offer of employment was being re
scinded.10 Father James 
McLaughlin, SJ, pastor of the Church 
of the Holy N arne in Miami, was in
formed of this action either by Julia 
herself or, more likely, by her father 
and, in tum, relayed the story to edi-

Dade County Superintendent of 
Schools Robert E . Hall. 

tor Frank Stoneman of the Miami 
Herald. Stoneman then contacted 
Hall, asking the superintendent his 
intentions. Hall arranged a meeting 
between himself, the editor, and the 
school trustees, to be held in 
Stoneman's office. There, Stoneman 
"told them plainly he would not al
low the affair to pass unnoticed" if 
the school officials went through with 
their plan to fire Miss Murphy.11 

The school trustees had appar
ently never wanted to take responsi
bility for their actions against Julia 
Murphy. They had initially tried to 
pass the responsibility to Hall, who 
did not wish to terminate Miss 
Murphy's employment opportunity, 
and had in fact stated, "I never have 
asked any of the applicants for teach
ers' positions what church they are 
affiliated with. "12 When this tactic 
failed, as a result of Stoneman's in
tercession, they cited the opposition 
of the Fort Lauderdale citizenry, 
whose interests they were elected to 
represent. How the average Fort 
Lauderdale taxpayer could have 
known that a girl who had only ar
rived in Florida a few months previ
ously, and did not yet live in Fort 
Lauderdale, was Roman Catholic re
mains somewhat of a mystery.13 It is 
likely that the majority of the people 
did not know until they were in
formed by outspoken community 
leaders. '1\vo prominent local citi-



zens, Colonel George G. Mathews 
and Robert J. Reed, took the lead in 
this activity. 

One of early twentieth century 
Fort Lauderdale's most influential 
and charismatic figures, Colonel 
Mathews had been born on his 
family's Alabama plantation in 1855. 
After the Civil War, the family relo
cated to Brazil with other disaffected 
southern families in the hopes of rec
reating the antebellum society that 
they had lost. In 1896-97, George 
Mathews served as American consul 
in Para, Brazil. He returned to the 
United States in 1902 and settled in 
Ocala, where he was elected to the 
Florida Legislature. After the panic 
of 1907, he gave up farming and, with 
no previous experience, entered the 
newspaper field. 14 He edited and 
later purchased the Bartow Record 
in 1908, and edited the Tarpon 
Springs Leader in 1910.15 

Mathews was first attracted to 
the Fort Lauderdale area as a mem
ber of the legislative committee ob
serving Governor Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward's Everglades 
drainage project. He moved to the 
small village on the New River at the 
end of 1910, and in March of 1911 
started the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel. 
He was elected Fort Lauderdale's sec
ond mayor two years later. As editor 
and publisher, Mathews was deter
mined not to allow the "powers that 
be" to "control the policy" of his pa
per.16 He proclaimed that the views 
expressed in its pages would be 
"based upon years of reading and 
impartial reasoning."17 His editorial 
policy was perhaps best summed up 
by his statement that, "Some people 
do not want a paper that boldly 
stands for what they honestly believe 
to be right.. .. Don't say anything 
about their religion or politics, and 
they will read the local happenings 
and think you are a good paper. "18 

The other man who led the out
cry against Julia Murphy, Robert J. 
Reed, was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
in 1850, "of good American ancestry," 
as a 1918 Sentinel article proclaimed. 
He attended business college for two 
years, after which he was "employed 
on the Chicago Board of Trade where 
he acquired a more perfect knowledge 
of men and business affairs. "19 He 
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S. 1~ CLARK 
RELIABLE DENTIST 

ALL WOHK GUARANTEED 

Wheeler Bldg. 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Advertisement for school trustee Samuel J. Clark's dental practice, 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, 1923. 

Bishop Michael J. Curley 

may have also acquired a more per
fect knowledge of nativist beliefs and 
operations, since the Chicago Board 
of Trade favored admitting only im
migrants who had passed inspection 
by American consuls in their coun
tries, and advocated strict literacy 
tests for all immigrants seeking to 
settle in the United States. This po-

C. D. Kittredge 

sition, and a wave of similar senti
ment across the country, resulted 
from the Panic of 1893, during which 
business failures, depression, and 
immigrant union members' partici
pation in labor strikes did not help 
the status of those who were not "of 
good American ancestry. "20 

Reed came to Fort Lauderdale 
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in 1910, and operated Robert J . Reed 
and Son Company, a real estate busi
ness. His large tract of land south
west of Fort Lauderdale where he 
centered his real estate sales became 
known as the Reed Tract. Reed, who 
like his friend Mathews was known 
locally by the title of"Colonel," helped 
organize Fort Lauderdale's Board of 
Trade and served as its president. 21 

A meeting of citizens to discuss 
the Julia Murphy case took place at 
three o'clock in the afternoon of Au
gust 24, 1915, at the Rex Theater on 
Wall Street. 22 Although the trustees, 
Kittredge, Clark, J. W. Cosner, and 
C. E. Rickard, all attended, "not one 
of them took part in the discussion."23 

Instead, Colonels Reed and Mathews 
took the lead. Reed called the meet
ing to order, and called for the elec
tion of a chairman. Mathews was 
unanimously elected. 2" 

Only two people present at the 
meeting spoke in favor of hiring Julia 
Murphy. When F. W. Dames, an ar
chitect, tried to speak on behalf of 
Miss Murphy, the crowd immediately 
hissed him, and Mathews ruled that 
he was out of order. When finally 
given the chance to speak, Dames 
stated that, "The Catholics pay 

$55,000,000 annually for the support 
of our public schools, and that is one 
reason why I feel that it's an injus
tice to tax them and then discrimi
nate against them."25 Mr. Dames' 
comments were met with calls of"Sit 
down!," "Get out of here!," "We don't 
want Catholics!"26 

Another advocate of Miss 
Murphy was Dr. D. T. Firor, pastor 
of the Lemon City Baptist Church. 
When Dr. Firor was able to find a lull 
in the cat calls, he stated that "No 
people have suffered as much as the 
people I represent. And yet we have 
a right to choose whom we will to 
teach in our schools. I am strongly 
against this discrimination." The 
reverend was hissed off the floor as 
Dames had been. 27 

During the course of the meet
ing, Mathews asked Dames, " .. .if it 
were not true that marriages not per
formed by Catholic priests were held 
by Catholic priests void." Mr. Dames 
replied, "We do not claim that a mar
riage performed by other than a 
Catholic clergyman is not legal." 
Then, aptly sensing where this type 
of questioning could lead, Dames 
drew the attention of the meeting 
back to the subject of Miss Murphy 

by stating,"! do not believe that dis
crimination should be made against 
that Catholic girl, unless she brings 
into public school her religion. I 
would be just as much opposed to any 
Baptist, Methodist, or Presbyterian, 
or any other religious organization 
teaching their beliefs in the public 
schools. "28 

At the close of the meeting, 
Colonel Mathews addressed his au
dience, stating" . . . it behooves every 
man and woman to look carefully to 
the way their children are being 
trained and to keep abreast of the 
activities of school organizations and 
everything having to do with the chil
dren. I would be a friend to the 
Hindu or the Mohammedan, and 
shake hands with him, but I might 
not want my children to embrace his 
religious faith. "29 Mathews' speech 
continued in a somewhat rambling 
manner, with comparisons of Edison 
and Martin Luther, who, in Mathews' 
words, " ... stands first as a benefac
tor of the human race. He emanci
pated us from superstition and freed 
us from the designing hand of the 
priest. "30 The ballots were turned in, 
and a count of 181 to seven in favor 
of the trustees determined. 31 The 

Colonel George G. Mathews Oeft) and Colonel Robert J. Reed. 



Wall Street, looking east, Fort Lauderdale, 1910s. At left is the Rex 
Theater, where the public meeting on the Julia Murphy incident took 
place (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

account given in Mathews' Sentinel, 
that "The meeting was one of the 
most enthusiastic meetings ever held 
in Fort Lauderdale, and adjourned 
full of happiness and good humor," 
was quite different from the somber 
account described by the Miami Her
ald, which concluded with" Just what 
the outcome of the meeting yester
day will be is problematical."32 The 
decision certainly brought no "hap
piness and good humor" to Julia 
Murphy, who was not even present 
at the meeting to defend herself. 

Beyond the immediate outcome 
of the August 24 meeting, a web of 
influences, both local and national, 
combined to place editor Mathews 
and real estate man Reed at the fore
front of the school trustees' campaign 
to deny employment to Julia Murphy. 
In addition to their local prominence, 
both men were members of the Pa
triotic Order Sons of America, or 
P.O.S. of A., a nationally influential 
nativist organization. The P.O.S. of 
A. claimed to be an offshoot of the 
Junior Sons of America, a nativist 
group formed in 1847. By 1888, the 
order had roughly 520 "camps" dis
tributed along the eastern seaboard 
and in the Midwest. Their objective 
was to ridAmerica of the foreign ele
ments that they felt were corrupting 

the country. They included among 
these elements the Roman Catholic 
Church, which they considered "a 
political and religious system of for
eigners antagonistic to the founda
tion of America. "33 In Fort Lauder
dale, the order had met with much 
success, and had grown rapidly in 
popularity by the mid-1910s.34 

In his April 21, 1916 edition of 
the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, Colo
nel Mathews wrote favorably about 
the first state convention of the P.O.S. 
of A., scheduled to take place in Fort 
Lauderdale on May 5 of that year. In 
this article, he wrote, "Fort Lauder
dale, because of its position in keep
ing the Church and State apart, is 
the best known town in the United 
States of its size."35 By "keeping the 
Church and State apart," Mathews 
was apparently referring to the policy 
of keeping Catholic teachers out of 
the Fort Lauderdale schools. The 
Julia Murphy case had set a 
longstanding precedent. Myra 
Mcilvaine Marshall, a pioneer Fort 
Lauderdale teacher who arrived in 
1916, recalled that, "For years after 
I came, no Catholic could teach in the 
Broward County schools. "36 

Robert Reed was the main 
speaker at a P.O.S. ofA. banquet held 
in Fort Lauderdale on November 18, 
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1915. In phrasing similar to 
Mathews' call for separation of 
church and state, Reed announced, 
"We do not care what church people 
belong to so long as they keep their 
hand off the Government. "37 In view 
of the tenets of the P.O.S. of A. and 
contemporary issues, including the 
Murphy case, there was little doubt 
that Reed's statement was directed 
at the Catholic Church. 

Of course, such sentiments were 
not unique to Fort Lauderdale or to 
the second decade of the twentieth 
century. Any discussion of anti
Catholic feeling in the United States 
would have to begin in the colonial 
period with the first British settlers, 
who came from a country with a 
strong anti-Catholic history and phi
losophy. 38 England's most notable 
political philosopher of the "Age of 
Enlightenment," John Locke, be
lieved that Catholics should not be 
given any opportunity to participate 
in government. 39 This philosophy 
found its way into the laws of colo
nies such as Pennsylvania and Rhode 
Island, where Catholics were deemed 
unfit for any "office of trust or 
honor."40 

Afresh wave ofimmigration, be
ginning in the 1830s, intensified anti
Catholicism, linking it inseparably in 
the minds of "old stock Americans" 
with nativism. Economic pressures 
created by the large number of new
comers and the subsequent competi
tion for work in often depressed job 
markets created social pressures 
which found easy expression in reli
gious biases.41 Many of the new im
migrants were Irish Catholics. 42 

During the 1850s, nativism reached 
such widespread proportions that a 
nativist and anti-Catholic political 
party, the American or "Know Noth
ing" party, wielded considerable na
tional power, running former Presi
dent Millard Fillmore as a third party 
presidential candidate in 1856. 

The decades following the end 
of the Civil War brought new waves 
of immigrants - many of them 
Catholic - and a new nativist reac
tion. Nativism began to decline in 
the mid-1890s, but experienced a re
surgence in the decade prior to World 
War I, most evidently in the person 
of Thomas E. Watson, a part time 



Georgia politician and editor 
1bm Watson (above) and a page 
from his Jeffersonian Magazine. 

resident of Fort Lauderdale, and 
friend and mentor of Colonel 
Mathews.43 Tom Watson's political 
career spanned thirty years. He first 
gained fame as a leader of the Popu
list party in the 1890s, and supported 
Progressivism in the mid-1910s.44 By 
1910, his popularity was in decline, 
and Watson turned his distrust of cor
porations and monopolies to a bitter 
hatred of Roman Catholicism. 45 In 
his Jeffersonian Magazine of1910, he 
began to write a series of articles 
titled "The Roman Catholic Hierar
chy: the Deadliest Menace to our Lib
erties and our Civilization." The se
ries lasted twenty-seven months and 
began an anti-Catholic crusade in the 
South that would continue until 
World War I. 46 Watson's obituary in 
the September 27, 1922 New York 
Times commented, "For much in 'Ibm 
Watson's violent career as a politician 
and journalist, the most charitable 
and plausible explanation is a certain 
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mental instability, an overexcitability 
of temperament, even the presence 
of actual delusions such as the hal
lucination of persecution."47 

In 1911, 'Ibm Watson, along with 
Civil War and Indian War veterans, 
Lieutenant General NelsonA. Miles, 
ex-Congressman Charles D. Haines, 
and Charles B. Skinner, formed a po
litical secret society which would be 
instrumental in spreading nativist, 
anti-Catholic beliefs, the Guardians 
ofLiberty.48 A spokesman for the or
ganization, Billy Parker, paved the 
way for the Guardians of Liberty in 
Florida. Parker began to preach in 
Jacksonville in 1914."9 He would lec
ture in Fort Lauderdale on March 20 
and 21, 1916, and Colonel Mathews 
strongly promoted his work. When 
Parker arrived in Fort Lauderdale 
the year following the Julia Murphy 
incident, Mathews wrote, "Resolved 
that our thanks are due and hereby 
extended to the Hon. Billy Parker for 
the able manner in which he has 
handled the subject of the aggression 
of the Roman Catholic Church, which 
is trying to destroy our public 
schools. "150 

Later activities highlighted the 
nativist feelings of the period. As 
Parker spread the Guardians' anti
Catholic message throughout 
Florida, the secret order began to 
play an important role in the state's 
politics. As the 1916 elections ap
proached, Senator Nathan P. Bryan 
planned to obtain an appointment for 
his friend Pete Dignan, a Roman 
Catholic, to the position of postmas
ter in Jacksonville. The Guardians 
of Liberty took action. They appealed 
to Governor Park Trammell, whose 
term was expiring and who was run
ning for Congress, to run instead for 
the senatorial seat against Bryan. 
The governor was easily convinced. 
In addition to the added prestige of 
the Senate seat, there is evidence 
that Trammell may have shared the 
sentiments of the Guardians of Lib
erty; on April 24, 1916, he had three 
nuns arrested for teaching black chil
dren in St. Augustine.tn 

During the course of the cam
paign, Senator Bryan denounced the 
Guardians of Liberty at a meeting in 
Jacksonville on February 23, 1916. 
Colonel Mathews commented on 



Florida's U.S. Senator 
Nathan P. Bryan, c. 1911. 

Bryan's statements in the Fort Lau
derdale Sentinel the following month, 
stating that the senator, " ... surely is 
ignorant of the great numbers of 
people who belong to these 
orders ... orders that we belong to will 
only take in white members who are 
native born Americans. "52 

While Governor Trammell was 
running against Senator Bryan in 
1916, Sidney J. Catts was campaign
ing for the governorship. Catts was 
a former Baptist preacher who iden
tified with and was thought to belong 
to the Guardians of Liberty. He cam
paigned on a platform of temperance, 
populist economic and social reform, 
and strong, open anti-Catholicism. In 
one instance he promised to make 
legal searches of convents for weap
ons believed to be stored for the over
throw of the United States govern
ment by Catholic conspirators.sa 

In Fort Lauderdale, Catts 
had many supporters, among them 
Colonel Mathews, who wrote, "Mr. 
Catts is not fighting the individual 
Catholic; he is fighting the Hierar
chy which is ruling the men and 
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women to their ruin. "54 Mathews 
printed a similar statement in the 
Sentinel on April 21, 1916, proclaim
ing that the paper, " ... has never 
fought the individual Catholic," and 
that "Some of the best friends we 
have in the world are Catholics. "55 

These exact words were also spoken 
by a man that Mathews had once 
described as "the greatest character 
in our history," a man from whom 
Mathews wished to "draw pleasure 
and accumulate knowledge. "56 This 
man, whom Mathews counted among 
his close friends, was Thomas E. 
Watson. 

Watson was no stranger to Fort 
Lauderdale. In 1905, he had pur
chased the Las Olas-by-the-Sea hunt
ing lodge, which he and his family 
had used as their winter home until 
1914.57 When staying at the lodge, 
Watson occasionally sent his yacht up 
the New River to pick up Mathews. 58 

Colonel Mathews defended Watson 
vigorously during the Georgian's 
trouble with the U.S. mail, and ad
vertised the sale of Watson's maga
zines. 59 'Ibm Watson likewise wrote 

Florida governors Park Trammell (left) and Sidney J. Catts 
(both photos courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives). 
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Uucle Sam. "I Can't Carry Both Loads Much Longer." 
1loul 11lll<•ll, 1'.-n·l"'l h, Nl J . 

Cartoon on the front page of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, May 12, 1916. 

favorably of Colonel Mathews in his 
Jeffersonian . In one instance, 
Mathews had been invited by a cer
tain patriotic order to speak in Jack
sonville, and was given the use of a 
Baptist church in that city to present 
his lecture. The pastor, Reverend A. 
W. Hobson, became upset at seeing 
his church "used for a speech against 
popery," and wanted Mathews' pre
sentation stopped. Coming to 
Mathews' defense, Watson wrote, 
"The fearless Christian gentleman 
who assails Roman idolatry, Mary 
worship, papal impostures, and po
litical priestcraft, renders a service 
to the State, to the people, AND TO 
GOD."60 

In an article printed in the St. 
Augustine Meteor, the Fort Lauder
dale Sentinel was described as a 
"Watsonian sheet," and Fort Lauder
dale as a "nest of as short sighted big
ots as could be found anywhere in the 
world. "61 The article's title was "Fort 
Lauderdale's Shame," and it per
tained to the Julia Murphy incident. 

Despite the surge of anti-Catho-

lie feeling throughout Florida during 
the mid-1910s, exemplified by the po
litical rhetoric of Sidney Catts and 
Park Trammell and the activities of 
organizations such as the P.O.S. of 
A. and the Guardians of Liberty, the 
Julia Murphy incident drew consid
erable negative attention to Fort Lau
derdale. The Ocala Banner stated 
that the act of the Fort Lauderdale 
trustees had both good and evil con
sequences. "Its evil side was the 
thing itself. Its good side was the 
almost universal protest which fol
lowed it and which still pursues it. "62 

The Miami Herald was adamant in 
stating that Miami had nothing to do 
with the affair. Alluding to the re
cent passage of legislation creating 
Broward County, the paper com
mented, "When the trustees of that 
district base their objection to a 
teacher on the ground that she is of 
a religious faith not approved of by 
the people of the community, then 
Miami and Dade County have the 
right to object to the act, for those 
outside of the state will not discrimi-

nate between Broward County and 
Dade, between Fort Lauderdale and 
Miami. "63 As stated previously, the 
Herald also printed a letter written 
by Bishop Michael J. Curley defend
ing Miss Murphy. Curley called the 
incident "unAmerican, unChristian, 
unprincipled, unpatriotic, and fla
grantly unjust." He went on to say, 
"The public school, however, the Lau
derdale trustees and 'patriots' to the 
contrary notwithstanding, is not a 
Protestant institution, neither is it a 
Catholic institution. It is a public 
institution. "64 

However, the citizens of Fort 
Lauderdale had made their decision. 
A dedication ceremony took place on 
September 16, 1915, in front of the 
new Fort Lauderdale school. The 
American flag was presented and 
raised by Colonel George G. Mathews 
and the Patriotic Order Sons of 
America. 66 Meanwhile, Julia Murphy 
had been denied a teaching position 
in the public school because she was 
Roman Catholic. 

Despite this disappointment, 



Julia and her father were joined by 
her mother, Bridget, and the family 
moved from the Lemon City area to 
Miami within the year. By 1917, Miss 
Murphy was able to secure a teach
ing position with the Riverside School 
on Lawrence Drive in Miami, al
though the following year she was 
working as a cashier with the Miami 
Telephone Company. The Miami city 
directories through the early 1920s 
show the Murphys at their home at 
1225 lOth Street in Miami, appar
ently living quiet lives and not 
singled out for the part they had 
played in one of the more controver
sial episodes in Fort Lauderdale's his
tory. 56 
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Dedication of the new Fort Lauderdale school building, 1915 (cour
tesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 
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County Seat 

PEOPLE SUSTAIN 
SCHOOL TRUSTEES 

MASS MEETING LAST TUESDAY EVENING 
LARGELY ATTENUED 

ACTION OF TRUSTEES MEET 
WITH HEARTY APPROVAL BY 
FT. LAUOEROALE CITIZENS 
BY VUTE OF 181 TO 7 

The mass meeting held in Ft. 
Lauderdale Tuesday afternoon in Rex 
theatre, for the purpose of ratifying 
or rejecting the action of the school 
trustees in refusing to accept Miss 
Murphy as one of the teachers of our 
school, was well attended and proved 
a most interesting meeting. Many 
ladies graced this occasion. 

Both of the Miami papers had 
reporters present to report the meet-
in g. 

Col. R. J. Reed, president ofthe 
Board of Trade, called the meeting to 

"The Gatew-.y to the EYerglades" 

order and after a few remarks asked 
that a permanent chairman be 
elected. Geo. G. Mathews was elected 
unanimously to preside. He stated 
the object of the meeting and invited 
all who wished to criticise the actions 
of the trustees to speak and if any 
one had felt that an injustice had 
been done, they were free to fully 
express themselves. The chairman 
did not mention religion as the Mi
ami Metropolis said, and this feature 
would not have been discussed had 
not F.W. Dames injected that into the 
discussion. He seemed to be the only 
Catholic in the room. He made a vig
orous fight for members of his church 
to teach in our public schools. The 
house proved that they were not in 
sympathy with Mr. Dames views and 
several invited him to sit down. Guy 
Sherman took the floor and wanted 
to know why the meeting was called, 
said he could see no reason for it. Rev. 
Firor spoke in opposition to the trust
ees and his speech was not well re
ceived. J .C. Goodrich made a strong 
speech in favor of sustaining the 
trustees and was vigorously ap
plauded. 

Ballots were then passed and 
the votes stood 181 to 7 in favor of 
the trustees. The Miami Herald has 
stated that Mr. Dames was ruled out 
of order, but did not tell that he had 
spoken twice and that the chairman 
thus ruled to give others a chance to 
be heard. 

lJrO\\Iard County 

CHAIRMAN ADVISES AUDIENCE 

Before the meeting adjourned 
Chairman Mathews admonished the 
audience that "it behooves every man 
and woman to look carefully to the 
way their children are being trained 
and to keep abreast of the activities 
of school, organizations and every
thing having to do with the children. 
I could be a friend to the Hindu or 
the Mohammedan, and shake hands 
with him, but I might not want my 
children to embrace his religious 
faith. I hope the day will come when 
we will be better organized and in a 
position to combat more successfully 
those who seek to encroach upon us 
in such matters, whether through 
church organizations or otherwise. 
While we admire Edison as one of the 
greatest men of this or any other age, 
and concede him the first place in 
American history, and while the 
names of the great inventors of all 
ages arouses our profound admira
tion, we feel that Martin Luther 
stands first as a benefactor of the 
human race. He emancipated us 
from superstition and freed us from 
the designing hand of the priest. 

The meeting was one of the 
most enthusiastic meetings ever held 
in Ft. Lauderdale, and adjourned full 
of happiness and good humor. The 
trustees are Messrs. Kittredge, 
Clark, Cosner and Rickard. 
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By a vote of 181 to 7, citizens of 
Fort Lauderdale, at a largely at
tended mass meeting late yesterday 
afternoon, sustained the action of 
their school trustees in rescinding the 
appointment of a Catholic school 
teacher to teach in the public schools 
of Fort Lauderdale. The appointment 
was made a month ago by Prof. R.E. 
Hall, superintendent of public in
struction, but when the tax payers 
of Fort Lauderdale learned that the 
appointee, a Miss Murphy, was of the 
Catholic faith, religiously, there in
stantly sprang up a feeling of dissat
isfaction, which culminated in the 
mass meeting yesterday. 

This feeling of disapproval of the 
action of Prof. Hall was evidenced at 
the meeting yesterday, when F. W. 
Dames, an architect, and the only 
speaker present who voiced his ap
proval of Prof. Hall's appointee, was 
hissed from the floor and finally ruled 
out of order by George G. Matthews, 
who acted as permanent chairman of 
the meeting. Another speaker who 
attempted to discourage discrimina
tion was Dr. D.T. Firor, of Lemon City. 
He too, was hissed. 

However, Mr. Dames was al
lowed to voice his sentiments shortly 
after the opening of the meeting 
when he said: 

"My reasons for objecting to the 
letter signed by the trustees and the 
citizens of Fort Lauderdale, and dis
criminating against a Catholic girl to 
teach in our schools, was because I 
considered it un-American and con
trary to the principles and spirit of 
our constitution. 

"I would not sign my name to a 
similar letter discriminating against 
any other denomination, either, Prot
estant or Jew, for all the money in 
the mints of the world, nor for all the 
world itself. 

"The Catholics pay $55,000,000 
annually for the support of our pub
lic schools, and this is one reason why 
I feel its an injustice to tax them and 
then discriminate against them." 

Mr. Dames' remarks were re
ceived with hisses of"Sit down!" "Get 
out of here!" "Get out of here!" "We 
don't want Catholics!" 

Finally order was restored and 
several others were given opportu
nity to speak before the ballots were 
taken up. Rev. D.T. Firor, of the First 
Baptist church, Lemon City, declared 
that he believed discrimination 
should not be shown in the matter. 

"No people have suffered so 
much as the people I represent," he 
declared. "And yet we have a right 
to choose whom we will to teach in 

our schools. Other teachers of other 
persuasions would not think of teach
ing her views in a public school. I 
am strongly against this discrimina
tion. I've heard it said that if all of 
the trustees were Methodists, they'd 
choose a Methodist to teach in the 
schools. Let us have teachers who 
are qualified; no teaching of religious 
cult in our public schools. I sustain 
the action of the board in choosing 
the teacher on her examination." 

"The Catholics would not allow 
a Protestant to teach in their schools 
and I am opposed to allowing a Catho
lic rule anything," J.C. Goodrich de
clared. "Why shall we have Catholics 
when we have plenty of Protestant 
teachers eminently qualified to teach 
in our schools?" 

Mr. Dames again sought recog
nition from the chair, and after con
siderable difficulty he was permitted 
the floor, although interrupted inter
mittently by the audience as he at
tempted to make reply to Mr. 
Goodrich's remarks. He said: 

"It is true that Catholics do not 
allow Protestants to teach in their 
schools, but it is because they are 
private institutions. If this was a 
question of teaching in a Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, or other pri
vate school, we Catholics would not 
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want to teach in them. You would 
have the right to teach in your own 
private schools, but inasmuch as we 
pay taxes on our public schools, we 
have as much interest in them as you, 
and therefore, the same right to 
teach." As in the first attempt by Mr. 
Dames to voice his sentiments, he 
was interrupted by cat-calls and 
hisses. The meeting was called to 
order by Robert J . Reed, a real es
tate operator, who is also president 
of the Fort Lauderdale Board of 
Trade. He immediately called for 
nominations for permanent chairman 
and permanent secretary and George 
Matthews, editor of the Sentinel, was 
unanimously elected chairman, while 
H. V. Colver, editor of the Herald, Fort 
Lauderdale, was elected secretary. 

"The purpose of this meeting," 
the chairman announced,"is to sus
tain or reject the work of our school 
trustees, representing us in that ca
pacity. I, for one, feel that they have 
done their duty, in rejecting the ap
pointee of the superintendent of pub
lic instruction. I also invite anyone 
who has any objection to offer, or 
other criticism to make, against the 
action of the trustees, to do so. If 
there is anyone here who feels that 
he has been wronged, I invite them 
to make a motion to sustain or reject 
the action of the trustees." 

Tickets had been distributed 
profusely among the audience which 
bore the following inscription: 

"Sustain Board -Yes. Sustain 
Board No." 

During the discussion, Chair
man Matthews asked of Mr. Dames, 
if it were not true that marriages not 
performed by Catholic priests were 
held by Catholic priests void. 

"No sir," Mr. Dames replied, "we 
do not claim that a marriage per
formed by other than a Catholic cler
gyman is not legal. It is, on the other 
hand, just as legal and correct, as any 
marriage ceremony. I do not believe 
that discrimination should be made 
against that Catholic girl, unless she 
brings into the public school her reli
gion. I would be just as much op
posed to any Baptist, Methodist or 
Presbyterian, or any other religious 
organization teaching their beliefs in 
the public schools." 

Several other speakers took 

part in the discussion, the sentiment, 
as disclosed by the votes, leaning 
against the Catholic teacher in the 
public schools. While C.D. Kittredge, 
C.E. Rickard, J .W. Cosner and S.J. 
Clark, who compose the Fort Lauder
dale school board, were present at the 
meeting, not one of them took part 
in the discussion. 

After the meeting, Prof. Rickard 
told a representative of The Herald 
that Prof. R.E. Hall, superintendent 
of public instruction for Dade county 
had insisted on hiring the Catholic 
girl to teach, in spite of objection of 
the trustees. 

"As I understand it," Mr. 
Rickard stated, "Miss Murphy taught 
in the public schools in Nebraska and 
Colorado before coming to Miami. 
She is a very fine woman. But local 
people came to the trustees after Prof. 
Hall had verbally contracted to em
ploy her, and protested, and sent us 
petitions in which they protested vig
orously against employing Catholic 
teachers in our schools. Before the 
trustees had learned of Prof. Hall's 
appointment officially, the taxpayers 
came to us and then sent a commu
nication in which they insisted on the 
appointee being removed. 

"A committee of the Knights of 
Columbus then came to Fort Lauder
dale, three weeks ago and demanded 
to know why that letter had been 
sent, in which discrimination was 
made against Catholics. However, 
this committee failed to meet any 
member of the trustees, although we 
were all in town at the time. 

"After the Knights of Columbus 
committee had visited Fort Lauder
dale, and we failed to meet with them, 
we told Prof. Hall to announce that 
we would be in Mr. Hall's office on a 
certain date and to have them meet 
us, and explain to them our reasons 
for rejecting the appointment. But 
again none of the Knights of Colum
bus were present and we did not see 
any of their committee. 

"Consequently the trustees con
sidered the incident closed. Later 
influence was brought from Miami 
that caused the trustees to rescind 
the letter and the trustees were bit
terly criticised by several Miami per
sons. 

"Then we decided that if there 
was any doubt in our action in re
scinding Prof. Hall's appointment 
this should be brought before the 
people with the result that the mass 
meeting was called." 

When he was informed by a rep
resentative of The Herald late last 
night of the action taken at the mass 
meeting, Prof. R.E. Hall stated over 
the telephone that Miss Murphy had 
appeared before the June examina
tions and had been granted a certifi
cate to teach in the public schools of 
Dade county. "I recommended Miss 
Murphy to the Fort Lauderdale trust
ees for the second grade school," Mr. 
Hall stated, "and introduced her to 
Prof. Rickard who expressed himself 
satisfied with the applicant and I pre
sumed she had been officially ap
pointed, and that everything was sat
isfactory. 

"I never have asked any of the 
applicants for teacher's positions 
what church they are affiliated with," 
Mr. Hall concluded. 

Just what the outcome of the 
meeting yesterday will be is problem
atical. It is understood that members 
of the Catholic church are highly in
censed over the incident and it is ex
pected that Fort Lauderdale will be 
severely censured in the several pub
lications issued by members of that 
faith. 
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THE EARLY HISTORY OF 

The first settlements in south 
Florida were scattered Indian vil
lages and Bahamian fishing commu
nities in the Keys. The presence of 
submerged coral reefs and frequent 
storms made the Atlantic coast dan
gerous for ships, and gradually 
"wreckers," specializing in salvage, 
settled along the coastal areas. A 
small settlement at Fort Lauderdale 
was started about 1790 by the Lewis 
family. When the United States ac
quired Florida by treaty from Spain 
in 1821, all lands within the territory 
became federal property. The Dona
tion Act was passed in 1824 to honor 
claims to property occupied during 
Spanish rule, and a parcel of land on 
New River in today's Fort Lauderdale 
known as the "Frankee Lewis Dona
tion" was deeded to the Lewis family 
through this act. Mter Florida en
tered the union in 1845, other lands 
were deeded to the state for internal 
improvements, and, as detailed later 
in this article, funds generated 
through this transfer were used to dig 
the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Until the late nineteenth cen
tury, the area around Hillsboro Inlet 
was a wilderness. The white settle
ments on the southeast coast in the 

by DAVID F. BUTLER 

early nineteenth century were along 
the Indian River to the north and the 
New and Miami rivers and the Keys 
to the south. Living was very diffi
cult due to the sandy soil, mosquitoes, 
and high humidity. Although the 
Gulf Stream waters offshore were 
busy sea lanes, the line of shoals and 
reefs off the east coast remained dan
gerous for shipping. Numerous ship-

wrecks were recorded in the region 
from the seventeenth century to the 
early years of the twentieth century. 
In the Hillsboro area, barrier shoals 
and reefs prevented access to the 
coast for all but very shallow draft 
boats.1 

Mter Florida became a United 
States territory, the federal govern
ment moved very quickly to improve 

Maps provide some of the best documentation of early south Florida 
coastline conditions. However, before the first careful surveys - military 
and civilian - well into the nineteenth century, imprecise cartography 
and the frequent transposition of names labeling the various coastal 
waterways raised as many questions as they provided answers. Only 
careful interpretation and comparison of various maps can hope to clarify 
this confusion. In this article, David Butler cites a number of early maps 
to build a convincing case that the Hillsboro Inlet experienced a dramatic 
shift in location in the early nineteenth century, perhaps as a result of the 
1846 hurricane. He traces the subsequent mapping of the inlet and the 
effects of the dredging of the Florida East Coast Canal and the construction 
of the Hillsboro lighthouse on its physical development. The drawings 
which accompany this article were prepared especially for Broward Legacy 
by Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Butler has been a resident of Pompano Beach for twenty-two years. 
A marine engineer, he has been president of Butler Marine Technology 
since 1983, and is currently vice-president of the Pompano Beach Historical 
Society. 
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conditions in the coastal waters. A 
naval fleet was sent to clean up the 
pirates operating in and around the 
Florida Keys, and a base was estab
lished at Key West. Three sturdy 
brick lighthouses were quickly built 
along the south Florida coast - the 
Cape Florida Lighthouse on Key 
Biscayne and the first Key West 
Lighthouse, both completed in 1825, 
and an offshore lighthouse on Sand 
Key, near Key West, built in 1826.2 

All three of these lighthouses used 
whale oil burned in a lantern with a 
reflector to amplify the light. Many 
of these early reflectors were spheri
cal rather than parabolic, and the 
light was quite weak. 

One of the early maps of the 
area which shows detail of the 
Hillsboro Inlet very clearly is the J. 
Lee Williams map of 1837. This map 
illustrates several very important 
features. Theinlet opens into a lake 
or bay which runs northwest. A small 

Detail of Williams map, 1837. 
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river connects to the top of the lake 
along the path of the present 
Intracoastal Waterway. Another 
river, noted as the "Potomac River" 
runs west, directly from the bay. 

This river running west directly 
from the inlet does not agree with the 
present geography of the area at all. 
Cypress Creek, located two and 
three-quarter miles south of the 
present inlet, is a natural river run
ning west, and matches the "Potomac 
River" shown on the early maps quite 
well. The only other natural river 
running west is the Hillsboro River, 
which is located four miles north of 
the present inlet. From this evidence, 
it seems very probable that in the 
early nineteenth century Hillsboro 
Inlet was south of its present loca
tion, and received its primary drain
age from Cypress Creek. 

Another interesting map ap
peared in a British atlas published 
in 1834. Hillsboro Inlet (R. Seco) is 
shown by the arrow added to the il
lustration. This map accurately 
shows the basic orientation of the 
inlet, and its connection to a lake to 
the north agrees with the Williams 
map of1837. Note that this map also 
shows a connection with the 



"Potomac River," but, in this case, the 
river flows directly to the inlet rather 
than to the upper end of the lake. 
Unlike the Williams map, this Brit
ish map also shows Lake Okeechobee, 
placed somewhat southwest of its 
actual location and labeled "Lake 
Macaco." 

This British map supports the 
theory that Hillsboro Inlet in the 
early nineteenth century was actu
ally located two and three-quarter 
miles south of its present location. 
This theory is supported by the posi
tions of R. Seco and the Potomac 
River, which follow the east-west 
course of the present Cypress Creek. 
As in the later Williams map, they 
do not correlate with the position of 
the Hillsboro River to the north of the 
inlet. 

The brick lighthouse at Key 
Biscayne achieved the distinction of 
being the only lighthouse in the 
United States attacked by Indians. 
It was set on fire and the keeper's 
assistant killed in 1836, during the 
Second Seminole War. In 1838, the 
U. S. War Department produced a 
map of south Florida for use in the 
military campaigns, which by that 
time had penetrated deep into the 
lower peninsula. On this map, 
Hillsboro Inlet connects to a river 
running north and another river run
ning northwest, further supporting 
the theory that in the 1830s the inlet 
was located two and three-quarter 
miles south, at the present site of 
Lake Santa Barbara and Cypress 
Creek. 

A terrible natural tragedy 
struck south Florida in 1846. A pow
erful hurricane swept the Keys and 
the lower east coast, causing great 
damage. The lighthouse at Key West 
was undermined and toppled over. 
Fourteen people who had taken ref
uge there were killed; only the keeper 
survived. Out on Sand Key, the 
waves broke through the sea wall and 
toppled the lighthouse, killing the 
keeper and her five children. 

The War Department's 18a8 
map shows the coastal strand and the 
Everglades very clearly. The coastal 
strand is depicted with trees, and the 
Eyerglades as swampland. Subse
quent maps indicate that the tremen
dous forces unleashed by the 1846 

hurricane not only destroyed the two 
solid brick lighthouses in the Keys, 
but also closed the Hillsboro Inlet at 
Lake Santa Barbara and opened the 
inlet in its present location two and 
three-quarter miles to the north. 
This location is clearly documented 
on army topographical maps from the 
Third Seminole War and on the War 
Department's 1856 Ives map of south 
Florida.3 

Maps contrasting the Ever
glades in 1870 and 1970 were drawn 
by Richard Harrison in 1970. 
Harrison's 1870 map was based on 
five historical sources, including 
army, U.S. Geological Survey, and 
General Land Office maps. This 
meticulously detailed map shows 
natural inlets at Miami, New River, 
Hillsboro Inlet, and two channels into 
Lake Worth. 

Harrison's study of the topogra
phy of the east coast of Florida shows 
a "coastal strand" of sand, rock, and 
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shrubs along much of the shore. The 
tremendous amounts of rain which 
fell on this coastal strand, in addi
tion to the pressure of water from the 
Everglades to the west, forced numer
ous drainage openings into the ocean. 
Harrison documents a line of barrier 
islands and peninsulas along the 
coast separated from the mainland by 
tidal lakes and rivers. The peninsula 
of Hillsboro Beach is a typical forma
tion with a natural river extending 
north from Hillsboro Inlet to Boca 
Raton. This river is now part of the 
Intracoastal Waterway. Palm Beach 
was another typical formation which 
formed as an island rather than as a 
peninsula. 

A very interesting survey of the 
Hillsboro Inlet and river was made 
in 1884. A U.S. Coast and Geological 
Survey expedition aboard the sloop 
Steadfast studied the inlet in detail 
and made many soundings there. 
The details of the soundings reveal 
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Dipper dredge similar to those used on the Florida East Coast Canal. 

undeveloped in the late nineteenth 
century. The center of the region was 
the water-covered Everglades, and 
the rich mucklands around Lake 
Okeechobee were underwater. Some 
prairie land, primarily used as cattle 
range, stretched north and west of 
the lake and along natural river val
leys to the Gulf coast. On the Atlan
tic side, the coastal strand formed a 
thin strip of primarily rock and sand 
with pine and scrub vegetation. Ca
nal dredging started between St. 
Augustine and Daytona in 1883. Not 
until the 1890s did the work reach 
Hillsboro Inlet, nearly 300 miles to 
the south. The 340.3 mile canal was 
finished to Biscayne Bay in 1914. 
Over half its length utilized existing 
lakes and rivers to reduce required 
dredging, but nearly 13,000,000 cu
bic yards of material were removed 
by steam-powered bucket dredges. It 
was a colossal project requiring 
thirty-one years. At times the work 
stopped due to lack of capital. By the 
time the canal reached Hillsboro In
let it was already obsolete as the pri
mary carrier of goods, since the rail
road reached Miami in 1896. It is 
not surprising that the private canal 
company changed hands several 
times and eventually went into re
ceivership in 1923. 

the time and painstaking effort that 
went into this survey, and the result
ing map can be taken as quite accu
rate. The field notes were reviewed 
and the map "plotted and drawn" in 
March 1885. The data was then veri
fied one year later, in March 1886. 

As discussed above, early maps 
show a pattern of disconnected wa
terways running north and south 
inside southeast Florida's barrier is
lands and peninsulas. Canal build
ing occupied much attention 
throughout the nation in the pre-rail
road era of the early nineteenth cen
tury, and ideas for creating canals for 
transportation in Florida were a logi
cal step in the territory's develop
ment. Thus, surveys for a north
south inland waterway along the east 
coast were made as early as 1843. 

The major problems faced by the 
territorial and succeeding state gov
ernment were the lack of financing 
to build a canal and the lack of busi
ness to cover expenses once it was 
built. A major step in solving these 
problems was a federal law passed in 
1850 and entitled "An Act to enable 
the State of Arkansas and other 
states [including Florida] to reclaim 
the 'swamp lands' within their lim
its." This act, commonly known as 
the "Swamp and Overflowed Lands 
Act," transferred federal lands to the 
states for improvement into usable 
farm land by drainage.4 

Seizing this opportunity, the 

Florida Legislature, on January 6, 
1855, approved" An Act to provide for 
and encourage a liberal system of 
internal improvements ofthis State." 
This was a far-sighted way to develop 
swampy wilderness with limited capi
tai.O Despite these auspicious begin
nings, however, the Third Seminole 
War, the Civil War, and Reconstruc
tion delayed putting this legislation 
into widespread practical use for 
nearly a generation. 

In 1874, additional legislation 
was passed to provide for grants of 
land to railroad and canal companies 
which would construct transporta
tion routes in the peninsula;· By 1881, 
a private company, the Florida East 
Coast Canal and Transportation 
Company, was chartered to dig a ca
nal from Jacksonville to Biscayne 
Bay. The canal was to be fifty feet 
wide and a minimum of five feet deep. 
The canal company was to receive 
3,840 acres of land for each mile of 
canal constructed. 6 

Most of south Florida remained 

The canal was purchased with 
state funds, and title was transferred 
to the federal government as part of 
the Intracoastal Waterway system 
between 1927 and 1931. Between 
1950 and 1965, the Intracoastal Wa
terway was increased to a 125 foot 
width and a ten foot depth. 7 

Each year, from 1885 on, the 
Federal Lighthouse Board submitted 
a recommendation to Congress that 
$90,000 be appropriated for a light
house to be built at Hillsboro Inlet. 
A light at this position would allow 
vessels a safe transition from the 

Cross-section diagram of the Florida East Coast Canal, 
showing original dimensions. 



POWERFUL "SECOND ORDER" 

FRESNEL LENS SYSTEM 

LICHT FROM VAPOR I ZED 

KEROSENE BURNED IN AN 

ASBESTOS MANTLE 

LICHT ROTATED BY A • CLOCKWORK MECHANISM 

DRIVEN BY FALLING 

WEIGHTS. KEEPER HAD 

TO RE_WIND WEIGHTS 

EVERY FEW HOURS 

DURING THE NIGHT 

REINFORCING PIPES • HELD VERTICAL AND 

HORIZONTAL TUBES. 

THEY ALSO ANCHORED 

THE DIAGONAL BRACING 

• 
• 

RADIO ANTENNA 

ADDED LATER 

• 
OBSERVATION 

PLATFORM 

SPIRAL STAIRCASE 

INSIDE CENTER TUBE 

WINDOWS FOR LIGHT 

HEAVY TUBULAR 

VERTICALS PROVIDEC 

STRENGTH 

DIAGONAL BRACING 

BY STEEL RODS AND 

TURNBUCKES 

HI LLSBOR<> Ll GHTHOUSE • •. 1907 

vessels a safe transition from the 
Jupiter Lighthouse, fifty miles to the 
north, past Hillsboro to the Cape 
Florida Lighthouse, forty miles to the 
south. In 1901, the recommendation 
was approved. The lighthouse was 
"state of the art" construction, with 
the central tower and two rooms at 
the top pre-fabricated of wrought iron 
plates, adding strength to the struc
ture. The entire tower was manu
factured by the Russell Wheel and 
Foundry Company of Detroit in 1905 
and 1906.8 

The parts were shipped to the 
remote Hillsboro Inlet, where they 
were assembled like a giant erector 
set. Eight huge foundations were 
placed in a forty foot circle on the un
derlying rock, and a ninth foundation 
supported the central column. The 

inner column held circular stairs and 
provided space for the heavy weights 
which rotated the lens through a 
clockwork mechanism. At the top 
were a "service room" and "watch 
room," where the keepers serviced 
the lamps and re-wound the clock
work weights. 

The eight surrounding columns 
were built in sections which were 
large in diameter at the bottom and 
tapered to a seven-inch diameter at 
the top section. The column sections 
at the base were twenty-three feet 
long, and the fifth series at the top 
were sixteen feet long. At the first 
level, twenty-three feet above the 
base, horizontal pipes were installed 
between each column, and horizon
tal bracing also connected to the cen
tral tube which held the staircase. 
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In addition, sixteen diagonal 
braces ran from the base to the hori
zontal pipes at the first level. Each 
level was thus tied into the others to 
make an immensely strong steel 
structure. The lighthouse was com
pleted in March 1907, and at the time 
represented the very latest in engi
neering and construction technology. 
Four basic ideas guided the design 
and installation of the lighthouse . 
First, pre-fabricate the structure for 
easier assembly in a very difficult and 
remote location with few support ser
vices available. Second, design the 
structure using "grid-type" bridge 
building techniques, making it tre
mendously strong, yet able to "flex." 
Third, minimize the area for hurri
cane winds to blast against with a 
network structure through which 
most wind would pass. Finally, an
chor the structure into a solid foun
dation. The Carysfort Reef light in 
Monroe County, which was well off
shore, had been screwed into solid 
coral under the sandbars. Similarly, 
the Hillsboro light, which sat on an 
exposed sand point, was anchored to 
the underlying coral reef. 

A view of Hillsboro Inlet taken 
from the air in 1925 shows the 
changes which shaped the area dur
ing the first quarter of the twentieth 
century. This picture was taken al
most twenty years after the erection 
of the lighthouse, and a jetty had 
been installed to stabilize the south
west side of the channel. The dia
gram printed here has been carefully 
re-drawn from the original aerial 
photograph, and shows that the in
ner harbor was very different from 
the way it appears in modern times. 
There was also much more beach sur
rounding the lighthouse. 9 

Wahoo Bay, shown on the map 
of 1884, was very large and extended 
quite far south. The Intracoastal 
Waterway was hidden behind a very 
heavy grove of trees in the middle of 
the illustration. The land in the back
ground was wooded, and most of 
Pompano was farmland. There were 
25,600 acres offarmland in use in the 
vicinity as late as 1947. 

The 1925 picture clearly shows 
shoaling north of the 400 foot jetty. 
Completion of the Intracoastal Wa
terway greatly increased tidal flow 
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usually scoured an adequate channel 
which would allow access to small 
vessels. Early dredging of the inlet is 
not well documented, and appears to 
have been done periodically by pri
vate parties when they needed more 
water to get their commercial fish
ing boats out. At times charter boat 
captains would reportedly band to
gether and dig the channel out by 
hand or, more likely, by propellor 
dredging at low tide. There were 
substantial buildings on the beach 
north of the lighthouse in 1925, but 
the beach south of the inlet had only 
low vegetation, and was largely un
developed. 

Hillsboro Inlet, like much of 
Broward County and south Florida, 
has been shaped and re-shaped by 
both nature and man during much 
of its history. The continually chang
ing landscape and waterways of the 
region have provided a varied back
drop for over two centuries of distinc
tive history, and witnessed the trans
formation from an isolated wilder
ness to a modern resort and popula
tion center. 

BAY 

INTRACOASTAL 

Hillsboro Inlet and vicinity, 1925. 
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REMEMBERING 

PREFACE 
Lee Wagener is widely known 

for his thirty-three years of director
ship over Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport, a major con
tributor to the growth and develop
ment of south Florida and Broward 
County in particular, from a very 
early stage to its prominence on the 
world air scene. Lee retired as Avia
tion Director of Broward County in 
1982; he died in December, 1992. 

I shared with Lee the first two 
years of nursing the metamorphosis 
of the former Fort Lauderdale Naval 
Air Station into a public air facility, a 
period of fond memory. 

The following episodes in Lee's 
emerging career are related espe
cially for Lee's wife Anne, daughter 
Carol, and son David. 

Fred Flanders 
1993 

A Mrs. Wagener called to say 
that her son, due in town within a 
few days, had a background that 
should well fit the position for which 

by FRED FLANDERS 

we had advertised, a financial assis
tant for a new undertaking just 
named "Broward County Airport." 
There was no doubt in Mrs. 
Wagener's mind that this son was 
exactly the person we were looking 
for, so I encouraged her to have him 
apply. A few days later in walked this 
gangly blond guy with very white 
skin overlaid with fresh sunburn, 

who said he was from Chicago, had a 
Bachelor's degree from Northwestern 
University with a major in account
ing, had worked in the cost account
ing and forecasting division of West
ern Electric in Chicago and had 
served as communications officer on 
an aircraft carrier in the Pacific The
ater during "the War" (World War II). 
This was Lee Wagener. Mter a brief 

Of the many significant Broward County institutions to arise from 
decommissioned World War II military training facilities, none has had a 
greater impact on the region's history and development than the Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. The success of transforming 
the field from an unused navy airbase to a county-run civilian airport 
was largely the work of two men - first airport manager and former 
assistant county engineer Fred Flanders and financial assistant and later 
longtime airport manager and aviation director Lee Wagener. In this 
colorful reminiscence, Mr. Flanders recalls with fondness and humor the 
ups and downs of starting a county airport from scratch. 

Mr. Flanders served as Purchasing Director of Broward County from 
1950 to 1970, at which time he became Purchasing Director for the 
Consolidated City of Jacksonville. He is a resident of Plantation and has 
been honored as a Broward County Pioneer by the Plantation Historical 
Society. 
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interview, I knew that Lee was the 
applicant I would recommend for the 
position at the next meeting of our 
employer, the Board of County Com
missioners of Broward County. 

The five male Commissioners 
met once monthly, the meetings 
rarely lasting beyond 1:00 p.m., mar
tini time-votes on major agenda 
items having been decided before 
meeting day, the concept of a "sun
shine law" decades away. Several 
months earlier, in late 1947, the U.S. 
Navy Department had offered the 
recently deactivated Fort Lauderdale 
Naval Air Station to the county on a 
one-dollar-per-year lease with three 
principal provisos: that the county (1) 
operate the facilities for public pur
poses, (2) maintain the integrity of 
the airfield, and (3) agree to vacate 
upon ninety days' notice in the event 
of need in a "national emergency." 
The county had no statutory author
ity to undertake a proprietary ven
ture of this nature. Such an action 
would require a special act of the 
state legislature the following term. 
After some comforting assurances 
from Washington, Tallahassee, and 
the local legislative delegation, the 
board had decided, by January 1948, 
to accept the offer. 

I had come to Broward County 
a year earlier as Assistant County 
Engineer, and, somewhat bored with 
bridge and road design, applied for 
and was appointed Airport Manager 
when the county assumed control in 
February. The seemingly nice aspect 
of this adventure was that it was 
something new, without restricting 
precedent and no timetable. Not so. 
County Attorney John Lloyd sternly 
advised that because this was not 
budgeted or with statutory author
ity, the board was lending the opera
tion $25,000 from the general fund 
which had to be reimbursed in full 
before the end of the fiscal year, less 
than nine months hence. This posed 
a scene of urgency and was why I 
asked for a financial assistant early 
on. Lee was appointed in March or 
April. Our salaries were $300 and 
$250 per month. 

We made a good, frictionless 
team and had a lot of fun. Lee's first 
task was to design an accounting sys
tem which would give a clear and 

Lee Wagener (left) and Fred Flanders. 
(Both photos c. late 1940s, courtesy of Fred Flanders.) 

practical handle on daily to monthly 
operating costs, provide a base for 
forecasting, meet Navy reporting re
quirements, and interface with the 
county's antiquated but statutory 
bookkeeping system. He savored this 
opportunity, sculpting his own de
sign, a masterpiece that with little 
refinement was to guide the opera
tion into multi-million dollar future 
years, far beyond our fondest dreams 
at the time. I concentrated on reno
vation of facilities badly damaged by 
two hurricanes and many weeks of 
flood inundation in the fall of 1947. 
We had a small but skilled mainte
nance crew, most of whom had previ
ously worked for theN avy. A six man 
fire and security force were to remain 
on Navy payroll for several months. 

Keeping the place closed to the 
public for a while, we prioritized 
preparation of facilities for use in or
der of probable income: (1) 136 single 
family housing units which would 
provide instant income as there was 
a severe post-war housing shortage, 
(2) buildings suitable for non-aviation 
use and (3) the airfield and air-ser
vice buildings and equipment. I 
asked Lee to make preparations for 

opening the housing area. With this, 
his bent for entrepreneurship became 
obvious. He prepared written man
agement procedures, designed docu
mentation forms and a separate book
keeping system, selected a housing 
manager, and steered the occupancy, 
section by section, as completed. The 
Board had reduced our recommended 
rental rates to $48, $52, and $63 per 
month for one, two, and three bed
room units. We were miffed because 
this reduced our projected revenue. 
When a couple oftenants failed to pay 
their rent, we wanted to evict them, 
but the Board chided us to be more 
patient and think of the consequences 
of a family being on the street. Thus, 
we two fiscal idealists came face to 
face with some of the realities and 
the fact that we were not the final 
decision makers. (Lee remembered 
our early lessons like these through
out his career, but I must insert here 
about his famous lapse. Mter many 
years of growth and profit, there 
came a couple oflean years in which 
he was scrounging for revenue to 
protect his carefully guarded bottom 
line. He had coin slots put on the 
doors to the air terminal restroom 



toilet stalls. Within twenty-four 
hours the flak hit the fan, the Board 
had him on the carpet and the news
papers on the front page. His tail
feathers smoldered for quite a while, 
and I thoroughly enjoyed joshing him 
over the years about his pay-to-go 
backfire.) 

Next we concentrated on prepa
ration and occupancy of facilities 
available for non-aviation purposes 
and were pleasantly surprised with 
demand. A Wyler Military Academy 
leased a large former officer quarters 
building which we thought might be 
a white elephant. A research group 
took the round, three-story, window
less Link Trainer building. An outfit 
running lobsters from the Bahamas 
grabbed the ice and cold storage 
plant. A beer distributor took over 
the former Navy supply warehouse. 
A company that made automatic 
heating elements for coffee 
perculators converted the former in
firmary for their manufacturing and 
assembly line. Lee negotiated most 
of these and many subsequent leases, 
and relished each opportunity. 

Taking over the Naval Air Sta
tion was a major event in the 

Broward community at the time. The 
total countywide population was 
about 77,000, and many interests 
were drooling over those 1,100 acres 
full of goodies with the thought of 
something free. The School Board, 
struggling to accomodate the crop of 
"war babies" reaching school age, re
quested use often or twelve barracks 
and a cafeteria for several "tempo
rary" schools. The County Commis
sion of course granted this without 
rental, but at our urging asked the 
School Board to assume all prepara
tion and maintenance of those build
ings and grounds and a pro rata 
share of street maintenance, fire pro
tection, and sewage treatment. Lee 
quickly came up with some hefty but 
realistic figures to which they reluc
tantly agreed. What we didn't reveal 
was that our sewage treatment plant 
needed an ample load of sewage to 
function efficiently, and several hun
dred kids did the trick. (The tempo
rary use for schools turned into many 
years. Stranahan High, Rogers 
Middle and Edgewood Elementary 
had their beginnings there, followed 
by several others.) 

The Fort Lauderdale Little The-

Broward County Commission, c. 1948. Left to right: J. B. Wiles, Tony 
Salvino, Sylvester C. Fox, Luther Remsberg, C. B. Smith. 
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ater group went directly before the 
Board unannounced, and, led by a 
prominent young lass, requested free 
use of the base theater building, cit
ing their cultural contribution to the 
community. Lee and I had big hopes 
for good revenue from this building. 
There was even a bowling alley in one 
wing and a snack bar in another, but 
be damned if the Board didn't let 
them have it for free. I was upset, 
but Lee viewed it with total disbelief 
-another early lesson for both of us. 
Soon after, I invited the Board mem
bers on an inspection trip of the en
tire facility and asked Lee to prepare 
some income and expense projections 
to reveal the importance of exacting 
all possible revenues and cautioned 
him that their attention span for aca
demic exercises was fifteen to twenty 
minutes, at most. Lee had some fig
ures and graphics on flip charts and 
made a very impressive presentation, 
emphasizing that as activities and 
income increased, so would expense. 
Further, that when we would later 
get into air facility operation, the ex
pense potential would sorely need the 
non-aviation income for years to 
come. Thereafter, the Board re
frained from granting freebies and 
generally respected our efforts to gen
erate all reasonable revenues. 

The Navy Department's Jack
sonville office was responsible for 
watching our behavior under the 
lease and soon became quite zealous, 
asking that we submit all leases for 
their prior approval, not only a pain 
to us but causing second thoughts by 
potential tenants. I called the office 
of the Chief of Naval Operations in 
Washington, and they agreed to hear 
our complaint. John Lloyd called 
Representative Dwight Rogers, Sr., 
who set up the appointment and ac
companied us to the Deputy Chief's 
office. I simply stated that if we 
strictly adhered to the three basic 
provisos of our lease that additional 
"mothering" by the Jacksonville of
fice was not necessary and was in
deed an impediment. Mr. Rogers was 
amused; theAdmiral smiled and said 
that he agreed. We had traveled to 
Washington for essentially a one-sen
tence meeting. Jacksonville soon 
backed off, and Lee slept better. 

There were some offbeat things 
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Upper left: letter from the Navy regarding airport leases; lower right: 
advertisement from the Broward Sun, August 12, 1948 (both courtesy 
of Fred Flanders). 

Broward County Attorney 
John U. Lloyd. 

that brought us more amusement 
than problems. Along the east bound
ary in an interim growth of weed 
jungle were some kennels used dur
ing the war for military K-9 dog train
ing. On our first visit there, an old
timer told us this higher ground was 
once known as "rattlesnake ridge," so 
Lee wouldn't get out of the car. In a 
grove of melaleuca trees inside the 
south boundary was a recently ar-

llroward County Airport: 

U.S. Congressman 
Dwight L. Rogers, Sr. 
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l:it~~~- -----
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From A Wartime Project To An 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 
MORE THAN 15 BUSINESS FIRMS NOW OPERATE FROM FACILITIES AT THE ONE TIME NAVAL 

AIR STATION---WITH 200 FAMILIES OCCUPYING THE HOUSING UNITS 



The Broward County Airport as it appeared in the late '40s 
(courtesy of Fred Flanders). 

rived squatter with several goats. He 
wasn't receptive to our request to 
move along, "because my goats like 
the shade and don't bother nobody." 
The fire chief was looking for a place 
to tow a derelict fuselage for aircraft 
fire drill. Lee suggested the field 
adjacent to the "goat farm." Shortly 
after the first drill the squatter and 
his goats vamoosed. The same situ
ation today would involve several 
social agencies and a support group 
for the goats. Then there was the 
"hog farm" down by the inlet off the 
Dania Cutoff Canal. The Navy offic
ers' mess had acquired some hogs 
during the food shortage years of the 
war and had them penned next to the 
inlet with the fencing arranged so the 
hogs ~ould drink and wallow in the 
shallows along the shore. The often
told story was that periodically a hog 
would simply disappear. Suspecting 
thieves, a guard was posted and soon 
caught the varmints in the act-alli
gators. So we enjoyed using semi
official designations of various locales 
within the airport such as rattle
snake ridge (aka dogpatch), goat 
farm, hog farm, land crab slough, 
cattail pond, and the dump. 

The hog farm story reminds me 
of the inlet off the canal which had 
been dredged for some purpose be-

fore acquisition by the Navy. It is 
several acres in area and deep 
enough for small pleasure boats. 
Early on we were approached by the 
Fort Lauderdale Small Boat Club, 
who wanted to put in dockage and 
service facilities to serve as their 
marina. Lee worked up an equitable 
lease deal, and they're still there to
day, forty-four years later, and un
doubtedly the airport's oldest tenant. 

In late summer Lee confided 
that we were in a position to pay the 
$25,000 back to the County's general 
fund. We debated whether to do this 
with fanfare or quietly, deciding on 
the latter. Some business people in 
town were complaining that competi
tor tenants at the airport had unfair 
advantage with lower rental rates 
and no ad valorem tax. The Tax As
sessor had announced that he was 
going to appraise and tax our busi
ness properties until John Lloyd 
quickly obtained an Attorney 
General's opinion that the federally
owned, county-operated facilities 
were not subject to real estate tax. 
In spite of our sore need for funds for 
repair and restoration, the $25,000 
would be interpreted by the weepers 
as "profit." Lee quietly arranged for 
the transfer of funds, and Board 
members quietly expressed their 
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pleasure. 
That fall (1948), following a wet, 

rainy season, two wet hurricanes 
came through, nearly repeating the 
flood conditions of 194 7. The airport 
had a fair drainage system provided 
the Dania Canal still had remaining 
capacity to receive our runoff. At the 
peak our crews were working around 
the clock unclogging ditches and cul
verts. A paved patrol roadway in the 
southwest area was blocking part of 
the runofffrom the airfield. I got two 
picks and shovels and told Lee it was 
up to us to dig a trench through the 
road. I had to show him how to swing 
a pick and push the shovel with his 
foot. Every few minutes he would 
mutter something like, "This is not 
what I had in mind when I took this 
job." Mter a number of blisters and 
appropriate profanity, we hacked a 
small trench, and the rush of water 
did the rest. The next day it was 
about forty feet wide and several feet 
deep. I had promised Lee that we 
wouldn't involve ourselves again like 
this, but by that time he was brag
ging about it and taking people over 
to see what "we" had done. We had 
avoided major flooding, but the 
cleanup set us back many weeks. We 
got help from a large County prisoner 
crew, then a true chain-gang, many 
in leg chains and guarded by shot
gun-toting, tobacco-chewing prisoner 
guards in ten-gallon hats. 

It was probably early 1949 by 
the time most non-aviation facilities 
were in use and we decided to try our 
wings at operating an airport. The 
only inquiries we had were from a 
handful of local small plane owners, 
most looking for a free tie-down ar
rangement "in all that empty space." 
Lee had a lot of insight from his ser
vice in the Navy. I had very little and 
asked the Miami office of the Federal 
Aviation Administration to channel 
their steerage through Lee. Initially 
we would only be able to accomodate 
daylight eyeball activity, as the floods 
had left the runway lighting system 
in need of extensive and expensive 
repair. The Navy had stripped the 
control tower of all communications 
gear, leaving only a rudimentary red/ 
green hand held signal light. So we 
blanked out the huge CLOSED let
ters painted on the runways and an-
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nounced we were open for business. 
Nothing happened. It was several 
weeks before a lone single-engine 
plane landed and we all ran out to 
see who and why. Flying out of Opa 
Locka, another war-surplus airfield, 
he was hoping to base with us. A few 
days later he returned with Jim 
Graneer. They knew about the 
former City of Fort Lauderdale Merle 
Fogg Airport hangar and service fa
cility that the Navy had used and left 
intact in the northeast corner of the 
field. Jim said that he might be in
terested in leasing these and some 
ramp space but needed a "from 
scratch" deal. It was a mutual situa
tion, so Lee worked up a proposed 
lease with rental slowly ascending 
from near zero. Graneer liked it, the 
Board approved it, and we were in 
the airport business. Jim brought 
several customers with him, and 
these soon decoyed others. One hitch 
that worried us was that his one-per
son ramp crew and assistant me
chanic was also his live-in girlfriend. 
They had quarters in the hangar. 
Such an arrangement was quite ta
boo in those days, especially at a pub
lic facility. However, her long blond 
tresses and shapely figure accented 
by snug coveralls, along with good 
aircraft savvy, earned much admira
tion and little scorn. 

Soon an outfit carne along that 
called themselves "United StatesAir
ways." Two men had acquired two 
or three war surplus DC-3 airplanes 
and had a contract to carry Puerto 
Rican farm laborers between San 
Juan and New Jersey, obviously a 
shoe-string operation, but we weren't 
picky. All they needed was a refuel
ing operation and a restroom for stop
overs. Lee negotiated an acceptable 
deal. The part that I remember best 
is how we carpentered an opening in 
the outer wall of the main hangar 
building to provide access to a 
restroom and had it spic and span for 
the maiden flight, after which it 
looked like a herd of cattle had been 
through. The cleaning crew used 
shovels and a fire hose. However, the 
deal made for good publicity - "in
ternational passenger flights via 
multi-engine aircraft," etc.- and we 
made the most of it. 

Signs of other aviation interests 

began to show. The F.A.A. was talk
ing long-range planning for resurrec
tion of the runway lighting and con
trol tower. We were able to initiate 
some runway and taxiway repair on 
our own. Yes, we were in the airport 
business, and Lee and I were as 
happy as two kids on a ball field; he 
was twenty-nine, I thirty-one, each 
with big dreams of what may lie 
ahead. We had each been in the right 
place at the right time to share the 
fun of nurturing a high-potential as
set in a community of great promise. 
However, deep beneath my ego was 
the realization that Lee was more cut 
out for the entrepreneurship role for 
this thing than I. 

Then the bomb dropped! John 
Lloyd relayed word that the Navy De
partment had called to advise that 
official notice of their intent to reac
tivate the Naval Air Station within 
ninety days was on the way due to 
the imminent conflict in Korea. Lee 
and I took the rest of the day off to 
drown our sorrows and ponder our 
plight. It hit the papers the next day, 
and our tenants were furious, many 
desperate. All leases, both housing 
and commercial, contained the same 
ninety-day cancellation clause as 
ours with the Navy, so as soon as the 
Navy's formal notice arrived, we had 
the very painful task of delivering 
same in writing and in person to each 
occupant. The evacuation would be 
slow. 

One day, recently-elected 
County Commissioner Bill Groene 
called and said that he was corning 
out to see me and that it was "official 
but personal." On arrival he ex
plained that the Board had just re
ceived authorization from the Legis
lature to establish a central purchas
ing department for the county and 
that they would like for me to set it 
up and become the director. Dumb
founded, I told him that I didn't even 
purchase my own socks. A retired 
industrialist, and a man offew words, 
he said, "The Board knows you and 
you know county government; you 
can learn the purchasing." My wife 
Helen, Lee, John Lloyd, former boss 
County Engineer H. C. Davis, and 
friend and advocate Ted Cabot, then 
Clerk of the Circuit Court, all coun
seled in the affirmative. So I called 

Mr. Groene and gratefully accepted 
the offer, still wondering how the hell 
you go about buying the needs of the 
diverse elements and egos of county 
government without spending most 
of the time in hot water. When the 
appointment became official, I moved 
back to the courthouse, leaving Lee 
to go down with the sinking ship. 

Lee had hopes of getting a 
worthwhile job with the Navy as a 
civilian when they would take over, 
riding out their emergency use, and 
that perhaps the facility would even
tually revert back to the county. The 
Board designated him Acting Man
ager. 

When half the housing and com
mercial tenants had evacuated, the 
Navy reversed its decision; the base 
would NOT be reactivated. They 
were quick to try to assure the county 
that they would not reverse again, 
but the Board was leery. After a pe
riod of limbo, Congressman Rogers 
and Senator Spessard Holland were 
advised that the former Fort Lauder
dale Naval Air Station, along with a 
number of other World War II mili
tary installations, was being placed 
on a list for reversion to local owner
ship, a long process requiring con
gressional approval, but apparently 
to be believed. With this and Lee's 
optimism, the Board agreed to hang 
on. Lee proceeded to bootstrap the 
facility back to life. Early on, air ac
tivity started to perk, and Lee was 
off to a wonderful and rewarding ca
reer. He and what was to become 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Interna
tional Airport were made for each 
other. 

When the Miami Herald, on 
February 7, 1993, published "The 
100-A Ranking of the Most Influ
ential People in South Florida His
tory," it included "Lee Wagener-the 
main force behind the development 
of Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood Inter
national Airport," a fitting tribute 
to a great guy. 

The purchasing endeavor 
turned out to be a fun career for me, 
so throughout the years until our re
spective retirements and beyond, we 
frequently shared glee and pain over 
lunch and often drifted back to memo
ries of rattlesnake ridge and the goat 
farm. 



Back cover photo: 
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport 

(formerly Broward County Airport) 
on the site of the Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station, 1971. 
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