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THE MANY HEIRS OF 

onathan Lewis 

An occasional obituary will an
nounce the passing of a "descendant" 
of the first family of south Florida: 
the Lewis family, discovered farming 
on New River in 1793. Some of these 
descendants can relate the oral tra
dition of George C. Lewis, who died 
in Key West at the turn of the cen
tury, and his father Robert, grandfa
ther George, and great-grandfather 
Jonathan Lewis. It was Jonathan 
and his wife Polly, they say, who in 
1825 received government grants to 
two square miles of land including 
present-day Coconut Grove and 
Brickell Avenue in Miami. Just as 
often, they will inveigh against the 
uncertain events which must have 
cost them their rightful inheritance, 
for the family of George Lewis I - as 
Lewis family genealogists called him 
-was ignored when railroad lawyers 
settled the major land title disputes 
in Miami a hundred years ago. 

A quarter century later, the 
Lewises reappeared, and began giv
ing deeds to the lands, both the 
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Jonathan and Polly Lewis donations 
and the Frankee Lewis Donation 
which had been farmed by Jonathan's 
parents on the New River. They en
dured lawsuits by powerful land-own
ing interests, and they brought suits 
of their own. They carried the fight 

in one 1920 court case to the Florida 
Supreme Court. And from the ashes 
of that litigation, a "forgotten" branch 
of the Lewis family arose, and con
tinued the court battles for yet an
other forty-three years. As recently 
as 1957 they won a vindication of 

The first known non-Indian inhabitants of Broward County, 
the Surles Lewis family, appear on the pages of history in Spanish 
reports dated 1793 and reprinted in previous issues of Broward 
Legacy. The family's longstanding connections to south Florida's 
history took an unusual turn in the early twentieth century, as 
family members became involved in legal actions over land titles in 
the rapidly growing area. The subsequent emergence of other self
described heirs triggered additional legal battles which continued 
into the 1960s. 

In "The Many Heirs of Jonathan Lewis," Patrick Scott traces 
the tangled and fascinating legal and genealogical trail of the 
pioneer Lewis family, those who claimed to be their descendants, 
and the land disputes in which they were involved. His findings are 
based on extensive research in a vast array of primary material, and 
offer a solution to an enduring historical mystery. Mr. Scott is a 
native of Fort Lauderdale, where he practices law. 



their family's right to sell the lands 
supposedly granted to them during 
the presidency of John Quincy 
Adams. 

Upon investigation, it appears 
that the generations of lawsuits re
sulted from a case of mistaken iden
tity, though the Lewis heirs are likely 
learning it for the first time in these 
pages. The story of the two Lewis 
families is the unravelling of a mys
tery now 200 years old. 

The Surles Lewis Family 

Let it be said, in fairness, that 
the descendants of Surles and 
Frankee Lewis live today in the 
Florida Keys, the Bahamas, and else
where, but none of them is named 

Lewis, and they were generally left 
out of the land title disputes. Their 
ancestors were probably British Loy
alists who had fled from America at 
the close of the Revolutionary War. 
Most resettled on small plots inAbaco 
and its neighboring Bahama Islands. 
The Abaco sons who aspired to free
dom from their rocky island, at the 
risk of shortening their lives, took to 
the sea as wreckers and turtlers who 
worked the abandoned south Florida 
seacoast then controlled by Spain. 1 

But for a few short-lived settle
ments by Spanish-sanctioned entre
preneurs, the only white settlements 
south of the Indian River during the 
Second Spanish colonial period (1783-
1821) were the isolated farm of Surles 
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and Frankee Lewis and their sons, 
and the homes of other Bahamian 
families named Egan and Pent.2 A 
military explorer in 1822 noted only 
one settlement in south Florida, on 
Key Biscayne, but commented that 
Jonathan Lewis and his father had 
acted as pilots on the Florida reefs 
for many years. 3 It is unclear 
whether the Lewises were Abacoan 
loyalists, but it is known that the 
Spanish governor in St. Augustine 
had been suspicious of their connec
tions with a British-American adven
turer named William Augustus 
Bowles who plagued the colonial gov
ernment for years with threats of 
leading an Indian invasion force.4 

Historians believe that Surles 
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The 1776 Bernard Romans map of the ''Southern British Colonies in America," 
based on a number of coastal surveys, illustrates the relative locations 

of Florida and the Bahama Islands. 
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Lewis and his sons lived and died by 
the sea, excepting Jonathan, who 
survived to become an American citi
zen after Florida's acquisition by the 
United States in 1821. He had peti
tioned for and received a grant of one 
square mile at the site of his resi
dence south of the Miami River, un
der an 1824 American law intended 
to benefit Protestant colonial settlers 
who had not been eligible for land 
grants under the Spanish govern
ment.5 These so-called Donation Act 
grants were awarded to anyone who 
could prove occupation and cultiva
tion of the land prior to the cession 
of Florida. Jonathan, his widowed 
mother Frankee, and his sister-in
law Polly received their "donations," 
three of only five on mainland south 
Florida, after the extension of the 
original deadline set by Congress. No 
one in south Florida had heard of the 
law until the first deadline had 
passed, because their "local situation" 
had been so isolated. 6 

The Lewis farms, not the sea, 
may have provided their principal 
support. An 1825 deed described the 
New River property as including 
buildings, a lime and orange grove, 
and coconut trees, and an 1836 visi
tor wrote that oranges, limes, lem
ons, sugar apples, coconuts, and gua
vas had been grown there for forty 
years. 

All three Lewis grants were sold 
between 1830 and 1835 to speculator 
(and early Florida legislator) Richard 
Fitzpatrick for prices between $300 
and $500, but Jonathan Lewis re
mained in south Florida. 7 He pre
sumably cared for his mother until 
her death sometime during the early 
1830s. 8 His name appears in the 1830 
and 1840 census returns· in Monroe 
County, which then included the 
Keys and the lower peninsula extend
ing north to Hillsboro Inlet on the 
east coast, but he and his family dis
appeared during the Second Semi
nole War, which ended in 1842.9 In 
published accounts, all mention of the 
family ends there. 

On the Trail of Jonathan Lewis 

Genealogical research among 
manuscript collections and Baha
mian government and church 
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Above is a map of the Frankee Lewis Donation as surveyed by 
Deputy United States Surveyor George MacKay in 1845. Below 
are historic ceramic shards and bottle glass from the Lewis 
site, Biscayne Bay (courtesy of Archaeological and Historical 
Conservancy). 



records, undertaken over the course 
of twenty years by Betty Bruce of Key 
West, provided the missing links be
tween the Lewis family of Spanish 
colonial Florida and some of their 
modern-day descendants. According 
to the marriage register of St. 
Matthew's Church in Nassau, 
Jonathan married Ann Watson June 
18, 1808; the church's birth register 
establishes the arrival of six children: 

Elizabeth Catherine Lewis, 
born October 14, 1808; she married 
Captain James Gould, March 9, 1826; 

Frances Lewis, born June 28, 
1811; Frances married William 
Henry Johnson, also a sea captain, 
November 1, 1834; 

John Watson Lewis, born June 
30, 1814; married Mary Augusta 
Sawyer, May 25, 1833; 

William Serle Lewis, born July 
4, 1817; 

George Lewis, born March 17, 
1820;and 

Alexander Lewis, born May 19, 
1822 (who apparently died as a 
child).10 

Spanish spies in 1793 had made 
note of two other Lewis brothers, sons 
of Surles and Frankee and uncles to 
the six children named above, but it 
seems that only Jonathan survived 
to the American acquisition of the 
Florida colony in 1821.11 

From territorial days, 
Jonathan's name appears frequently 
in extant documents: in the Key West 
newspapers as a ship captain trans
porting goods between Key West and 
the Gulf port of St. Mark's; in the 
Monroe County deed books as a wit
ness to documents; in the General 
Land Office files as a claimant under 
the Donation Act; and in the supe
rior court files as a juror and jury 
foreman. 12 

It is likely that Jonathan Lewis 
sold his land claim to Richard 
Fitzpatrick in 1835--for $300-- to 
raise money to enter a more stable 
line of business than fruit groves. 
William Cooley and Fitzpatrick had 
set up elaborate comptie processing 
mills in the New River and Miami 
River areas respectively, and Lewis' 
lime and orange grove business prob
ably suffered from the high rate of 

spoilage noted by other pioneer farm
ers. 13 The pilot business was on the 
wane as well. Lighthouses had been 
erected by the American government 
at Cape Florida and points farther up 
the coast; light-ships were planned 
for three locations along the reef, and 
pilots would no longer be so neces
sary to guide ships through the 
Straits of Florida or the Bahama 
Channel. 

Transport of cargo from 
Charleston via Key West to St. 
Mark's,Apalachicola, and points west 
filled an important need for the grow
ing territory, and Jonathan Lewis 
began to ply the trade routes that 
passed through the Straits of Florida. 
His name first appears in this regard 
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Notice of departure of Jonathan 
Lewis's brig Somerset for St. 
Marks in the August 22, 1835, Key 
West Enquirer. 

as the owner of a large brig, the 
Somerset, shortly after he had sold 
his land.14 

Jonathan's mother, Frankee 
Lewis, had sold her land claim on the 
New River at present-day Fort Lau
derdale' once before, in 1825, to the 
agent who helped her fill out the Do
nation Act paperwork. However, the 
buyer, Solomon Snyder, an American 
deputy consul in Cuba, died a month 
later on his way home to New York, 
and his deed was never recorded in 
the Monroe County Deed Books. 15 

When Richard Fitzpatrick purchased 
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the same property for $400 in 1830, 
he was apparently unaware of the 
previous unrecorded sale. As the first 
to record his deed in Key West, he 
derived clear title to the land under 
the English common law rule in ef
fect in Florida at the time.16 

After the death of Frankee 
Lewis and the sale of Jonathan's and 
Polly's lands to Fitzpatrick, Jonathan 
made his living on the seas. Three of 
his children married into Abaco loy
alist families, and his three sons lived 
with or near him at a farm on 
Fitzpatrick's "Jonathan Lewis Dona
tion," roughly a mile south of the 
Miami River. No visible trace of the 
farm remains, but the Lewis settle
ment appeared on maps as early as 
1823.17 There had been two framed 
houses and outbuildings worth 
$2,500 on the Lewis parcel, accord
ing to Fitzpatrick's 1842 claim for 
government relief after the Indians 
attacked the property. 18 The official 
coast survey, in 1845, noted a lime 
grove near the present site of Bay 
Point on Brickell Avenue. 19 Excava
tions there this year at the site of a 
nineteenth century stairway cut into 
the limestone cliffs on Biscayne Bay 
yielded Spanish pottery sherds and 
other evidence of a home dating from 
the early nineteenth century. 

The year 1835 brought two 
great catastrophes to south Florida 
and to the Lewis family. On Septem
ber 15, the greatest hurricane in Key 
Westers' memory crossed the island 
of Antigua and bore down on the 
southeast Florida coast. Neither the 
Key West nor Bahama newspapers 
at first recognized the devastation 
which the storm wrought on the 
Florida mainland. Fewer than two 
dozen white settlers and perhaps the 
same number of slaves lived in the 
settlements known as Cape Florida 
(Miami) and New River (Fort Lauder
dale). But the Key West Enquirer 
noted ominously on September 26 
that the entire Lewis family was 
among the missing. 2o 

Every available boat was 
pressed into duty, searching for cast
aways and salvaging wrecked ships, 
particularly the rich Spanish brig Gil 
Blas, which had been forced aground 
at Hillsboro Inlet. The first boats 
back into Key West on September 22 
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and Nassau on September 23 must 
have reported that Jonathan andAnn 
Lewis survived the storm, but their 
two older sons, John and William, 
had perished at sea. The St. 
Matthew's Church death register in 
Nassau lists them as "drowned, Sep
tember 15, 1835," and the Bahamas 
Royal Gazette noted John's wife Mary 
Ann as among those killed in the 
hurricane. 21 

Jonathan Lewis' vessel, the brig 
Somerset, may have been destroyed 
in the hurricane, for his name does 
not appear again in the arrivals-and
departures listings of Key West and 
Bahama newspapers until January 
1836.22 By that time he had surely 
relocated his family to Key West, 
where his daughter Frances and her 
husband lived. 23 

The reason for this move was 
probably not the hurricane, but 
rather the Seminole Indians. While 
New River settler William Cooley and 
others were salvaging the Gil Blas 
two months after the storm, Cooley's 
family was massacred in an Indian 
attack which helped ignite the Sec
ond Seminole War. All southeast 
Florida mainland settlers fled to the 
Keys, and no whites made permanent 
residences on the mainland for a de
cade. 

The Lewises had lost two sons, 
a daughter-in-law and possibly other 
family members in the storm. Their 
home, on the land Fitzpatrick had 
bought from them, was destroyed by 
the Seminoles. Having given up his 
land claim, and now being forced to 
abandon his home on Biscayne Bay, 
Jonathan had good cause to leave 
mainland Florida. The Bahamas did 
not provide an attractive option for 
the Lewises, who, unlik,e other loyal
ist families, had no land claim in 
Abaco. In any event, the emancipa
tion of all slaves had been declared 
by the British king in 1834, to take 
effect four years later. A great num
ber of slave-owning Abacoans were 
packing their families for the move 
to Key West, creating a boom which 
would triple the white and black 
population of the Florida Keys by 
1840.24 

Rose Richards, who came to the 
Miami River settlement as a young 
girl in 1858 and met Jonathan's son, 

George Lewis, recalled in a 1903 
newspaper article George's story of 
the Lewis family's odyssey: 

A deep gloom was cast over 
the Lewis family and their 
friends by the death from drown
ing of one of [Frankee Lewis'] 
grandsons and his bride of a 
month. They, with a third party, 
went over to visit the Cape 
Florida lighthouse, and on a re
turn trip were overtaken by a se
vere gale which their boat was 
unable to weather. Their bodies 
were recovered near the little key 
in front of where Cutler is now 
located and they were buried at 
the Punch Bowl. 

The work of improving the 
homes and cultivating the lands 
progressed steadily. Fruits, veg
etables, and cotton were planted, 
mostly cotton, which was exten
sively grown on both sides of the 
river, giving constant employ
ment to the large number of 
slaves owned by the Lewis fam
ily. 

*** [After the first news of In
dian unrest in December 1835] 
the Lewis families remained at 
home until all hope was dis
pelled, when they went to Indian 
Key, where they stayed until the 
news was carried to them that the 
Indians had made an attack on 
some of the settlers ... [They] there
fore left their homes, going to Key 
West, where they lived for many 
years afterward. 

*** [In 1858,] Mr. George Lewis 
returned to Miami to again seek 
for himself and those he brought 
with him, new homes. 

The place he carrte from was 
in or near the city of Houston, 
Thxas, the place where the whole 
of his family moved to from here 
at the beginning of the Indian 
hostilities in the year 1837. Much 
sickness and frequent deaths re
duced the membership of the fam
ily to such an alarming extent, 
that Mr. Lewis came away bring
ing those that could or would 
come with him, after losing his 
wife and child, father and 

mother, Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan 
Lewis, his sister and her hus
band, named Johnson, who had 
left one son and four daughters 
to his care. These five children, 
now nearly grown, with Ben
jamin Tiner, the life-long slave of 
the Lewis family, came with him 
and moved at once into the Dukes' 
house, before mentioned as stand
ing on the point of the river now 
known as Brickell's Point. 

Mr. Lewis, though possessed 
of considerable means was desir
ous of finding a good location on 
which to build a factory, and en
gage in the manufacturing of 
[comptie] starch.25 

The 1850 census of Harris 
County, Texas (population of Hous
ton: 2,000) shows Ann Lewis living 
with her son George, his wife and 
child apparently having already died. 
While George worked as a 
"boatwright," his brother-in-law, Wil
liam H. Johnson, farmed land nearby. 
The Lewises had come to Texas after 
1840, since the census of that year 
found them in Key West. William and 
Frances Lewis Johnson must have 
joined the rest of the family in Texas 
before 1843, since their ten-year-old 
daughter, Annie Eliza, was born in 
Florida, but seven-year-old Frances 
was born in Texas. Family tradition 
has it that the Johnsons returned to 
Key West by sloop on several occa
sions.26 

Jonathan's oldest daughter, 
Elizabeth Catherine Lewis Gould, 
apparently never made the move to 
Texas. Her husband, James Gould, 
worked as a ship captain out of 
Nassau, and the births of their five 
children were recorded in church 
records there. 27 

Jonathan Lewis, who must have 
been about seventy years old in 1850, 
does not appear in the Texas census. 
Elizabeth's death notice in a Nassau 
newspaper in April 1850 lists her as 
the "eldest daughter of Jonathan 
Lewis, Esq. of Georgetown, S.C., and 
wife of Capt. James Gould ofNassau," 
but contemporary records from 
Georgetown, South Carolina, near 
Charleston, make no mention of 
Jonathan.28 When or where he died 
is unknown. 



Upon his return to Miami, 
George Lewis entered into a brief 
partnership with Robert Fletcher in 
a water driven comptie mill at Arch 
Creek, but in March 1860 he bought 
out George Ferguson's store, home, 
and forty acres, centering on today's 
Thirteenth Avenue on the south 
shore of the Miami River. 29 He oper
ated the store and post office for three 
years, with the help of his nephew, 
William Alex Johnson, his nieces, and 
old Ben Tiner. The four girls at
tracted a great deal of attention to · 
the Lewis house in the Florida wilds, _ 
according to Rose Richards, and in 
short order three of the nieces mar
ried Abaco boys. The fourth later 
married a Conch, Benjamin Alonzo 
Baker. 

At this time, the Civil War had 
begun, Key West was in Federal 
hands, and still fewer than fifty white 
settlers lived in Dade County (which 
stretched from the upper Keys to the 
Hillsboro Inlet).30 Jonathan Lewis' 
family had grown to ten grandchil
dren: 

runner, 

an ardent Southerner whose sym
pathy, with his untired energy 
was all given to the Southern 
cause. His many successful jour
neys with the small but staunch 
little schooner loaded with such 
produce as he could exchange for 
provisions and other necessaries 
of life and health of the people for 
which he was in sympathy, were 
made by him between Miami and 
Pease Creek [now Peace River], on 
the west coast and return, and 
from Miami to Nassau, N .P. and 
return.33 

While in southwest Florida, 
George Lewis acted as an Indian 
agent for the Confederacy, and was 
arrested by the Federals. We know 
that he corresponded with the Con
federate commander of Tampa, and 
government records reflect his arrest 
at Fort Myers on January 7, 1864.34 

Frustrated Union blockaders eventu
ally burned his starch factory and 
damaged his home in 1863, after 

Lewis Descendants in 1860 
Jonathan Lewis (died 1850s), married Ann Watson (died 1850s) 

Elizabeth Lewis (died 1850), married James Gould (died 1854) 
William James Gould, married Matilda __ _ 
Georgianna Gould, married Knowles 
George Gould 
James Robert L. Gould, married Charlotte Isabel Roberts 

Frances Lewis (died 1850s), married William Henry Johnson (died1850s) 
William Alex Johnson, married Mary M. Brewer 
Caroline M. Johnson, married William A. Cornish 
Frances Johnson, married John Cornish 
Elizabeth Johnson, married John Sweeting 
Patience Malinda Johnson, married Benjamin A Baker 

John Watson Lewis (died 1835), married Mary Augustus Sawyer (died 1835) 
no children 

William Serle Lewis (died 1835) 
no children 

George Lewis 
no surviving children, but raised Johnson children.31 

During the Civil War, the iso
lated Miami River was home to a 
rough mix of Federal and Confeder
ate sympathizers, loners, draft dodg
ers, and rogues of every kind. 32 Like 
several neighbors, George Lewis 
maintained a second career along 
with his store. He was a blockade 

which he delivered his "deeds and 
other valuables" to Rose Richards' 
father and left to start a new life "in 
a place called Coshmel, a place some
where on the coast of Central 
America. "35 Old Ben Tiner stayed on 
in Miami until his death in 1869, and 
William A. Johnson moved to the 
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Florida west coast, settling in DeSoto 
County in 1867 and building a log 
home at Pine Island on the telegraph 
route through the prairie east of 
present-day Arcadia. 36 

George Lewis returned briefly, 
not long afterwards, to Key West, and 
sent word to Rose Richards' family 
that all who wished could join him 
on his return trip to "Coshmel." His 
offer was declined, and, having never 
been heard from again, it was always 
supposed that George Lewis drowned 
on the return trip.37 

The Third Generation 
The surviving Lewis descen

dants, five children of Frances 
Johnson and five children of Eliza
beth Gould, grew up, married, and 
had children of their own. No doubt 
they had heard that their grandfa
ther had once owned land on 
Biscayne Bay, but Uncle George had 
never raised the claim, and there is 
no reason to believe that they ever 
intended to pursue it. If anything, 
they may have had greater reason to 
inquire into the forty acres George 
had purchased from George 
Ferguson. This, in fact, they did. 

In August 1899, William A. 
Johnson--by then one of the founders 
of the town of Fort Ogden in DeSoto 
County--deeded a one- fourth inter
est in this forty acres to his son-in
law, John L. Jones.38 In March 1900, 
Johnson's two surviving sisters, 
Frances Cornish and Patience 
Malinda Baker, joined by the wid
ower and children of their sister 
Caroline, deeded the remaining 
three-fourths interest in the forty 
acres to Jones. 39 Apparently, they did 
not believe it was necessary to obtain 
a deed also from the surviving hus
band of their deceased sister, Eliza
beth Sweeting. And they made no 
mention of their cousins, the Goulds, 
as possible heirs, presumably because 
either George Lewis had adopted the 
Johnsons when their parents had 
died, or Lewis had left a will naming 
them as his sole heirs. John L. Jones 
sold the forty acre parcel to a devel
oper who platted the Rivermont sub
division, one of Miami's first, in 
1904.40 
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The Johnsons, at the same time, 
deeded to Jones a square mile ofland 
near Houston, TexasY This land had 
been purchased in 1856 by George 
Lewis for $315 from Spyres Single
ton, who had lived near Jonathan and 
Ann Lewis in Key West before mov
ing to Texas. Suits in Houston by two 
landowners early this century estab
lished that George Lewis had sold the 
property in 1857 to one H. S. Bowles, 
and that the deed had been lost. 
Texas records do not reflect what, if 
anything, Jones recovered from the 
land, but title was eventually settled 
in the name of D. A. Oates ofTexas.42 

Meanwhile, the Donation Act 
lands in Florida continued to change 
hands without any interference from 
the Lewis family. Mary Brickell, an 
Australian emigree living in Cleve
land, joined her husband William in 
1871 at Miami, where he had opened 
a general store on the south bank of 
the river. Between 1870 and 187 4, 
the Brickells acquired all of the 
Frankee, Jonathan, and Polly Lewis 
Donations from Richard Fitzpatrick's 
sister, Harriet English of Columbia, 
South Carolina, who had herself in
herited the property on the death of 
her son William in 1855. William 
English, a slaveholder who had taken 
over Fitzpatrick's plantation opera
tions at the close of the Second Semi
nole War, had purchased the land 
from his uncle for $16,000 in 1843, 
but died intestate in 1855.43 

Mrs. Brickell also purchased the 
two Egan (or "Hagan") donations 
from Harriet English, giving her title 
to all five donations in Dade County 
at a time when the State of Florida's 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund 
was just beginning to sell off the ad
jacent public lands. Suits in 1888 and 
1892 established that her title to the 
Egan properties was superior to that 
of another claimant named Hagan, 
who sought to capitalize on the simi
larity of his name to that of the 
Egans, and that a late-discovered 
mortgage on all five grants given by 
Fitzpatrick to Harriet English had 
merged into Mrs. Brickell's title. 44 At 
this time, Mary Brickell began to in
quire of the General Land Office in 
Washington, both directly and 

.n 

These c. 1900 portraits show Jonathan Lewis' grandson, Will
iam A. "Sandy" Johnson with his wife Mary and one of their 
daughters (above), and (below) another of William and Mary's 
daughters, Morning Johnson Jones, with her husband John L. 
Jones. (Both photos courtesy of Claude C. Jones, Jr.) 



Mary Brickell (front) 
(Photo courtesy of Historical As
sociation of Southern Florida.) 

through Miami lawyer J.A. McCrory, 
whether the land patents had been 
issued to anyone else. 45 

In 1895, lawyers for the Florida 
East Coast Railway interests were 
examining title for Mary Brickell to 
the lands in Dade County through 
which the railroad would run. Mrs. 
Brickell had been paying the taxes 
and building improvements on the 
properties south of the Miami River, 
but the railroad lawyers informed her 
that she needed to complete the pro
cess of divesting title to the donation 
grants from the United States gov
ernment.46 In October 1895, she ob
tained certificates from the U.S. Land 
Office in Gainesville, confirming that 
in 1825 the East Florida Land Com
missioners had approved the dona
tions, and she forwarded the certifi
cates, along with her own affidavit 
enclosing relevant Dade County 
court documents, to Washington, 
D.C. The government patents to 
these lands, under the Donation Act 
of 1824, could be issued only in the 
names of the original donees, accord
ing to the General Land Office in 
Washington. So, at Mary Brickell's 
request in 1896, the patents were is
sued to Jonathan Lewis and Polly 
Lewis, both long dead.47 

The Frankee Lewis Donation 
patent had already been issued, in 
that name, in 1870, and delivered to 

the attorney for the heirs of Solomon 
Snyder.48 At the same time, Mrs. 
Brickell's title examiners questioned 
the legitimacy of the intervening 
transactions involving Richard 
Fitzpatrick, his nephew William En
glish, and his sister Harriet English, 
all of whom had since died. To clear 
the title issues, the attorneys located 
every known heir of the Lewises, 
Fitzpatrick, the Englishes, and 
Snyder, and put them on formal no
tice of Mrs. Brickell's intention to 
preserve the testimony of witnesses 
who would affirm title in her name. 
The recorded testimony provides 
some additional information about 
the Lewis lineage.49 

Patience Malinda Johnson 
Baker, who was born in Texas in 184 7 
or 1848, and returned with her Uncle 
George to Biscayne Bay in 1858, tes
tified on November 14, 1896: 

. . . she is and has been a resi
dent of Key West, Florida, for 
many years; that she is a Grand 
Daughter of Jonathan Lewis, 
who lived on and owned the 
Jonathan Lewis Donation, a 
tract of land bordering on 
Biscayne Bay; that said 
Jonathan Lewis afterward 
moved to Key West, Florida, and 
lived at the latter place many 
years; that deponent knew the 
Lewis family and that Jonathan 
and Polly Lewis were brother and 
sister and were the children of 
Frankee Lewis, who was the 
original grantee of the Frankee 
Lewis Donation on New River; 
that said Polly Lewis who was the 
grantee of said donation was 
nicknamed "Polly" Lewis and 
was generally known under the 
name of Polly Lewis; that her real 
name was Mary Lewis, and that 
she wrote her name as Mary 
Lewis and not as Polly Lewis; 
that she believes that said Polly 
Lewis or Mary Lewis was never 
married.50 

Mary Brickell had supposed 
that her title to the Egan and Lewis 
lands was complete, particularly af
ter her extensive efforts in 1895-96 
to preserve evidence of her owner
ship. 51 Her attorneys had tracked 
down most of the Lewis descendants, 
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and the widow of a man who had ob
tained a tax deed (probably fraudu
lently), and even the descendants of 
Solomon Snyder (whose grandchil
dren had located the 1825 deed to the 
Frankee Lewis Donation and had 
filed it with the U.S. General Land 
Office in 1870, before Mrs. Brickell 
purchased the Fitzpatrick-English 
interest).52 She assembled written 
depositions by many of Dade County's 
earliest pioneers: FrederickS. Morse 
(a resident since 1884), John W. Ewan 
(1874), John Harner (1872), Dennis 
O'Neill (1884), and William M. 
Mettair, as well as Harriet English's 
agent from 1851 to 1874, Fernando 
I. Moreno.53 

All the English and Snyder 
heirs accepted small payments for 
giving up their claims, in the face of 
overwhelming evidence of Mary 
Brickell's ownership, since by her 
open possession of the lands in the 
face of adverse claims for more than 
seven years she had earned prescrip
tive title to the property regardless 

The Memorial of Polly Lewis to 
the East Florida Land Commis· 
sioners, 1824, proves that she was 
the widow of William Lewis and 
not, as later claimed, wife of 
Jonathan Lewis (courtesy of 
Florida State Archives). 
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Maps showing the locations of Fort Lauderdale's Frankee Lewis 
Donation (above) and Miami's Jonathan and Polly Lewis Do
nations (below) in relation to the modern shorelines and streets 
(maps by Patrick Scott). 

of any flaws in the chain-of-title.54 

The largest payments went to the 
Snyder heirs, who did not settle un
til it became known that the F.E.C. 
Railway would pass through the do
nation, assuring that the future city 
of Miami would develop on the prop
erty. When it later became necessary 
to obtain another quit-claim deed 
from heirs of Harriet English, the 
price of the land had risen to $3,000.55 

Although Mrs. Brickell gave the 
known Lewis descendants notice of 
her deposition-taking, she did not 
name them as defendants in any suit. 
Her lawyers, Robbins, Graham & 
Chillingworth, gave her a formal title 
opinion on June 6, 1896, that the 
Lewis' title was divested by the deeds 
to Snyder and Fitzpatrick. 

In 1898, Mrs. Brickell brought 
suit again, this time against the heirs 
of Wilhemina Baron, who held an 
1851 deed to the Jonathan Lewis 
Donation from one Alexander 
Mackay. 56 Mr. Mackay's deed was ex
ecuted by William English in 1848, 
after Dade County had been estab
lished, and both the English-to
Mackay deed and the Mackay-to
Baron deed were recorded in Mon
roe County during a time when no 
organized county government existed 
in Dade County. Why the circuit 
judge, then in Orlando, voided the 
Baron claim does not appear from the 
sparse records remaining. 

All passed peacefully for many 
years after the railroad arrived. The 
City of Miami was incorporated in 
1896 and the 'lbwn of Fort Lauder
dale in 1911. Mary Brickell and her 
large family platted their first subdi
vision in 1903, and grew wealthy sell
ing off parcels from the original five 
donations. 57 

By 1919, Broward and Palm 
Beach counties had been formed from 
old Dade County, and a surge in post
World War I economic growth led to 
a reinvigorated tourism industry, a 
small boom in real estate develop
ment, and strong coverage of Florida 
activities in the northern press. At 
the time, the surviving branches of 
the Lewis family tree looked like this 
(with county of residence in paren
theses): 



Surles Lewis, m. Frankee 
William Lewis 
Surles Lewis, Jr. 
Jonathan Lewis, m. Ann Watson, d. 1850s 

Elizabeth Catherine Lewis (1808-1850), m. James Gould (1804-1854) 
William James Gould, m. Matilda __ (Monroe) 

James A. Gould (Monroe) 
George Gould 
Georgianna Gould, m. __ Knowles (Monroe) 

Lillian Knowles, m. Charles Sutton (Bahamas) 
James Robert L. Gould (1837-1877), m. Charlotte I. Roberts (1849-1935) 

Gertrude 0. Gould, m. Jackson Lowe (Monroe) 
Ella I. Gould, m. Charles J. Curry (Monroe) 

Ella Minette Gould 
Percival 0 . Gould 

Frances Lewis (1811-1850s), m. William Henry Johnson (1811-1850s) 
William Alex Johnson (1838-1911), m. Mary M. Brewer (1844-1919) 

William C. Johnson (1880-1914) 
Frances Johnson, m. __ Granger 

Bertha Granger 
Floyd Granger 
Anna Granger 

Lizzie V. Johnson (1870-1893), m. R. M. Grantham 
May Grantham 

Morning Johnson (1868-1967), m. John L. Jones (DeSoto) 
Albert Sidney Johnson (1873-1944), m. Mary A. Carr (DeSoto) 
Winifred A. Johnson (1877-1960), m. Pink Annie (DeSoto) 
Mollie Johnson, m. Abram Waddell 

Mollie J . Waddell 
Foley Waddell 
Edgar Waddell 

Mary E. Johnson (1883-1913) 
Lampton Johnson 
Claude Johnson 

Patience Malinda Johnson (c. 1848-1910s), m. Benjamin A. Baker 
Stella Baker, m. Charles E. Roberts 
William M. Baker, m. Nellie B. __ (Monroe) 
Benjamin A. Baker, Jr., m. Hattie __ (Monroe) 
Oliver F. Baker 
Lemuel A. Baker, m. Mamie __ (Monroe) 
Jessie V. Baker, m. Charles E. Duval (Duval) 
Carl V. Baker, m. Hattie __ (St. Johns) 
Pansy I. Baker, m. Herschel M. Connor (San Francisco, Cal.) 

Caroline C. Johnson (c. 1846-?), m. William A. Cornish 
George Cornish, m. Lizzie __ (Monroe) 
Junetta B. Cornish, m. Joseph Pinder 
Hattie J. Cornish, m. Joseph Saunders (Monroe) 
Ida E. Cornish, m. Earnest F. Cook 

Blondie Cook 
Brunette Cook 
Leo Cook 
Camille Cook, m. Lena Cruz (Monroe) 
Florell Cook, m. Vernon Griffin (Monroe) 

Frances M. Johnson (c. 1843-1922), m. John Cornish 
Clara Cornish 

(Annie) Elizabeth Johnson (c. 1840-?), m. John Sweeting 
Theodore A. Sweeting 
Ida Sweeting, m. J.W. Pinder 
Louise Sweeting, m. Frank Grant 
Annie Sweeting, m. George W. Albury 

John Watson Lewis (1814-1835) 
William Serles Lewis (1817-1835) 
George Lewis (1820 - ?), m. 68 

Broward Legaey-11 
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BRICKELITIG!\1 
ACK ON .HER TIThE~ 
J.LEWIS· ~nNATI~N· 

~ - Proceedings Ar~~~:· 
· Norton, et al Be Heard;· . 

. ·Before Circuit Judge-~_~·-~ 
· -:~ Branning Today . ,. : ~:..j 

. ·' -:"'' •Mary Brickell started pr~led~ 
n circuit court today in detensel 
r title to 640 acres ot'..lan~ 

as the Jonathan Lewis : iJpila .. 
nder the title of a bill t4\ ~i 

.. injunction anrl other rtli~f~ 
Lewis G. Norton, Thein,s: _~~l 
D . ·z. Filer et a!;. the iiiJ\111c·~ 

-•·.n1nn~e of which is to come llP,;totj 
this aftern·oon before '•CiftJl'lt-, 

Announcement of Mrs. Brickell's 
legal battle with the Lewis heirs 
in a c. 1920 Miami newspaper 
clipping. 

By 1919, no one in south Florida 
remembered Jonathan Lewis or his 
parents. Only one of his grandchil
dren, Frances Johnson Cornish, was 
still alive. But Mrs. Cornish, her 
brothers-in-law, William Cornish and 
Benjamin Alonzo Baker, and a dozen 
nephews, nieces, and cousins began 
collecting signatures by which their 
interest in the three Lewis donations 
as Jonathan's heirs were conveyed to 
a trustee, Lewis C. Norton (no rela
tion to the family).59 When Norton 
recorded the deeds in Dade and 
Broward counties in 1919, old Mary 
Brickell was understandably upset. 
Mrs. Brickell had a ~arge family and 
a complicated plan for distributing 
her assets upon her death--a plan 
which would result in many years of 
litigation among her own children. At 
the age of eighty-four, she was aware 
that the Lewis family claim had to 
be eradicated quickly. But Lewis 
Norton beat her to the courthouse. 
The law firm of Carson & Botts filed 
suits on his behalf in Dade County 
in September 1919, claiming title to 
the Polly and Jonathan Lewis dona
tions and seeking a partition (sale 
and distribution of proceeds) of the 
properties among the heirs.60 

Norton's suits claimed both do
nations, but his stronger claim lay to 

those lots on the Polly Lewis Dona
tion not yet built on. These lot own
ers could not claim to have taken title 
through adverse possession, and 
would have to rely upon the validity 
of their chain of ownership stretch
ing from Polly Lewis to Richard 
Fitzpatrick to William English to 
Harriet English to the Brickells. Ul
timately, however, the lawsuit called 
by the Miami Herald "the most im
portant land title action ever tried in 
Dade County" came to involve 300 
landowners. 61 

The theory behind the Lewis 
descendants' claim was quite simple. 
The donation had been confirmed by 
the Federal Land Commission to 
"Polly Lewis" in 1825, but the deed 
of the lands to Richard Fitzpatrick 
in 1832 was signed by "Mary Lewis." 
When Mrs. Brickell obtained the U.S. 
General Land Office patent to the 
property, it arrived in the name of 
"Polly Lewis," no doubt the reason 
why Mrs. Brickell's lawyers in 1895 
had filed the affidavit of Patience 
Baker explaining that Polly and 
Mary were the same person. 62 Be
sides, even if Polly and Mary were 
the same, Mary, unless single or wid
owed, would have had no power to 
convey land without her husband's 
joinder, under the laws governing the 
rights of married women in nine
teenth century Florida.63 So the 
Lewis descendants wanted another 
chance to prove that Jonathan Lewis 
had been the husband of Polly, and 
that therefore Jonathan's heirs had 
inherited Polly's land because he had 
died without a will--and without con
veying the Polly Lewis Donation to 
Fitzpatrick himself. 

The key to the Lewis heirs' case 
lay in the testimony of Frances 
Johnson Cornish, the last survivor of 
the family which had moved to Texas 
seventy years before. Miami lawyer 
Fred Botts wrote to Key West attor
ney W. Hunt Harris in June 1921 that 
he had traveled to Tallahassee and 
obtained copies of Mary Lewis' 1824 
petition and the December 1825 con
firmation of the lands in the name of 
Polly Lewis. Botts concluded that 
Mary and Polly were different people, 
but suggested that Harris preserve 
the testimony of Frances Cornish 
without delay.64 We do not know if 

Mrs. Cornish ever testified, so we 
may never know whether she was 
really unaware that Mary "Polly" 
Lewis was actually the widow of 
Jonathan's brother, William, or 
whether her memory was clouded by 
the knowledge that the entire case 
depended upon her testimony.6s 

The lawsuit did not last long. 
Circuit Judge H. Pierre Branning in 
August 1920 struck Norton's bill of 
complaint on the ground that a suit 
may not combine adverse defendants, 
whose title the suit seeks to strike, 
with friendly defendants, to whom 
the complainant seeks to partition 
the property. 66 The decision was af
firmed by the Florida Supreme Court 
in January 1922, but on another 
ground: that the passage of nearly 
100 years without complaint about 
the land titles constituted laches, that 
is, a delay so prejudicial to the ad
verse parties that they should not be 
made to defend.67 Norton's suit was 
dismissed without the court address
ing the credibility of the allegations, 
although Justice James B. Whitfield 
went out of his way to comment on 
the probability that Polly Lewis and 
Mary Lewis had been the same per
son.68 

When the supreme court de
cided the case, the Miami Herald 
trumpeted the victory for the lot own
ers, predicting that "real estate sales 
in the disputed territory will pick up." 
Apparently not recognizing the stay
ing power of the Lewis litigants, the 
Herald also predicted that the high 
court ruling "effectually stops any 
further litigation."69 Lewis descen
dants heard something else. They 
told Fort Lauderdale News columnist 
Wesley Stout, forty-five years later, 
that Norton had "sold out" for 
$10,000.70 

Even before the Florida Su
preme Court issued its written rul
ing, Mary Brickell filed suits against 
the Lewis descendants' trustee 
(Norton), several minor heirs, and 
"unknown claimants" as to the 
Frankee Lewis Donation in Broward 
County, and the Jonathan and Polly 
Lewis Donations in Dade County, in 
May 1921.71 Mrs. Brickell charged 
that the defendants were clouding 
title to her lands because the Lewis 
heirs were: 



Judges H. Pierre Branning (left) and E. C. Davis ended the genuine Jonathan Lewis heirs' claims 
to the donation properties. (Photos courtesy of Peter Branning and 

Historical Association of Southern Florida.) 

envious of [Mrs. Brickell's land 
holdings] ... and knowing that 
the complainant is an old woman 
and a widow past four score years 
of age and is not wise to all of the 
. tricks, turns and artifices of real 
estate dealings and modern day 
adventures .. . 

She has earned and paid for the 
property, and . . . for about 50 
long years, she has lived a pio
neer life in South Florida, en
dured the hardships and priva
tions of such pioneer life, and that 
now in her old age and in good 
conscience she ,ought to be al
lowed the peace and quiet to en
joy the fruits of her labors. 72 

Her attorneys published notice 
of the suits in the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel and the Miami Herald, as 
permitted then by Florida law, with
out actually serving process on the 
defendants, who lived in the Florida 
Keys. 73 Of the three Brickell suits 
filed, Norton's attorneys defended 
only the two cases in Dade County. 
Perhaps they never knew about the 
Broward County case. In any event, 

based on Mrs. Brickell's affidavit at
testing to her apparent ownership 
and longtime possession ("[I took] 
possession by my agents and mem
bers of my family who lived thereon; 
I cleared the land, cultivated a por
tion, built houses, grew fruit, used it 
for timber and building material"), 
and on extensive investigation by a 
court-appointed master, Judges E. C. 
Davis, ruling on the Frankee and 
Polly Lewis Donations, and Pierre 
Branning, ruling on the Jonathan 
Lewis Donation, entered judgments 
quieting title in Mary Brickell's 
name.74 Unfortunately for the pio
neer landowner, she did not live to 
hear the result of her protracted court 
battles. She died on January 13, 
1922.75 

The Appearance of the 
Brooker Lewises 

The saga of the Lewis family 
took its most bizarre tum in October 
1920, when twelve Floridians repre
sented by attorney G. E. McCaskill 
of Miami sought to intervene in Lewis 
Norton's lawsuit.76 Judge Branning 

had already ruled, so this new group 
of Lewises--who eventually would 
claim that Norton's Lewises were 
impostors and no relation to 
Jonathan Lewis--were ignored . 
Newspaper accounts of Mary 
Brickell's posthumous court victories 
over Norton in 1921 and 1922 made 
no mention of the second group of 
Lewises. 77 But the newcomers began 
to collect deeds from their own fam
ily members, adopting the same strat
egy used unsuccessfully by Norton, 
and thus defended or initiated a se
ries of suits which would last more 
than forty years, based on a myth 
which has come to be accepted as fact 
by their descendants today: that they 
are the real heirs of Jonathan 
Lewis.78 

They were descendants of Dr. 
Robert Lewis, who died in Brooker, 
Florida, in 1880.79 Two of Dr. Lewis' 
older children, George C. and Rich
ard F., had come to Florida as chil
dren during their father's military 
service with Colonel Zachary Taylor's 
First Infantry Regiment, and had 
lived for several years in Fort Brooke, 
near Tampa.80 By 1850, George C., a 
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Mexican War veteran, was living in 
the Sailor's Boarding House in Key 
West.81 He may have known George 
Lewis of Miami, who, as a comptie 
farmer and boat owner, must have 
traveled periodically to Key West. 
The Key West descendants of Dr. 
Robert Lewis, knowing that Dr. 
Lewis had been a Florida pioneer, 
were easily led to believe that the 
"other" Lewis litigants must be dis
tant cousins, or even impostors. 82 

George C. Lewis was long dead, hav
ing passed away in 1906; his stories 
of the native south Florida comptie 
farmer George Lewis who he had 
apparently known in his youth some
how became transmuted into a tale 
that George C. was himself a descen
dant of the first Cape Florida settlers. 

From conversations with grand
children of Dr. Lewis--principally 
Thomas J. Lewis of Miami, Richard 
F. Lewis of Arcadia, and Robert J . 
Lewis of Key West--the lawyer 
McCaskill developed the theory that 
Dr. Lewis' name may have been 
George Robert Lewis, and that 
Jonathan Lewis must have been his 
father or grandfather. 83 This would 
give all of Dr. Lewis' descendants the 
right to claim a share of title to the 
three donations, as well as two other 
parcels identified with George Lewis: 
the forty acres in Rivermont Subdi
vision which George Lewis had pur
chased in 1860 from George Ferguson 
and the 639 acres of land in Harris 
County, Texas. Unfortunately for 
McCaskill's clients, to award the 
lands to them would ultimately come 
to depend on a judge ignoring the 
Florida Supreme Court's 1922 ruling 
in favor of Mary Brickell's heirs and 
grantees whose chain of title 
stretched back over 100 years. 

Instead of filing suits, attorney 
McCaskill prepared an impressive 
family tree, purporting to show the 
relationships, and he traveled the 
state, taking statements from Dr. 
Lewis' surviving grandchildren and 
collecting contributions toward the 
cost of the inevitable suit to claim title 
to some of Miami's most valuable 
land. 84 The suit was never filed, prob
ably because Mary Brickell had sued 
first, clearing title to the Jonathan, 
Polly, and Frankee Lewis Donations 
in the 1921 suits, and because of the 

Supreme Court's decision in the 
Norton suits in 1922. Perhaps Dr. 
Lewis' heirs' lawyers were hesitant 
to recommend clouding title to such 
large parcels, in the face of the 
Brickell heirs' greater capacity to fi
nance expensive litigation. 

Mter the tardy, and unsuccess
ful, attempt to intervene in the 
Norton vs. Jones case, McCaskill 
must have advised his clients to turn 
their attention to the forty acres in 
Rivermont Subdivision, which had 
not yet been the subject of any litiga
tion. Owners of Lot 8, Woodson and 
Jeanette White, represented by 
Mitchell Price of Price, Price, Neely 
& Kehoe, had filed a quiet-title suit 
against the "known and unknown 
heirs of George Lewis" in January 
1921, and one J. E. Wilson, the owner 
of Lot 2, filed a similar suit in Febru
ary. 85 Both actions were attempts to 
assure that John L. Jones, the com
mon source of title, had received good 
title in 1900. McCaskill rushed to 
represent the "unknown heirs" of 
George Lewis.86 The suits were di
sasters for the "Brooker Lewises," 
since the court decided that all Le
wises had lost their claims on both 
properties. The court files have long 
ago been destroyed, and the portions 
of the files still in Lewis family mem
bers' hands do not reveal the cause 
of the loss. 

There was one startling success 
for the Brooker Lewises during the 
White vs. Lewis round of litigation. 
A pioneer was located who had 
known both George Lewis 
(Jonathan's son) of Miami and George 
C. Lewis (Dr. Lewis' son) of Key West. 
Obediah Hall had lived in Key West 
since the 1870s. Before that, he and 
his family had lived on the Miami 
River continuously since 1862, except 
for a short period during the Civil 
War when the family had removed 
to New River.87 McCaskill tried to 
impress upon his clients, in advance 
of Hall's testimony, what he would 
like to hear: 

Perhaps Mr. Hall heard 
George C. Lewis or George Lewis 
II make statements before their 
death that they were decendants 
[sic.] of Robert Lewis and his fa
ther George Lewis. It is just such 

testimony as this that we want.88 

Hall testified onAugust 2, 1921: 

Well, I'll tell you, along in 
'62 we were here in Key West and 
went up looking for a place to lo
cate, went down along shore look
ing for a place to raise garden 
stuff, went up to Miami and fell 
in with this man, George Lewis, 
he was a pretty clever sort of fel
low, he took us in there, [we] 
stayed there for probably a month 
and he told us about his family 
here, George Lewis and his fam
ily and requested us to bring some 
stuff down here to his people, it 
being war time and no mail and 
no boats running and said he 
would like to get some produce 
down here to them and get stuff 
back. 

I heard him and my father 
speaking of Jonathan Lewis as 
being his father. 

[By McCaskill:] Did you 
hear this George Lewis you knew 
in Miami say that the George 
Lewis who lived in Key West was 
his grandson, anything to that 
effect? 

[By Hall:] .. ./ think he said 
grandson, I am sure he did.89 

Hall went on to explain that 
Lewis sent the Halls back to Key West 
with pumpkins and comptie starch, 
which they delivered directly to 
George Lewis of Key West. When 
Hall and his father returned to Mi
ami a year or two later to cut wood 
under a government contract, they 
went to Lewis' home, but he was 
gone. They never heard of George 
Lewis again. Hall became a close 
friend of Key West's George C. Lewis 
over the years, but that Lewis never 
mentioned the Miamian who bore the 
same name.90 

What Obediah Hall's testimony 
lacked in credibility, it made up for 
in endurance; the transcript has been 
saved. However, one must be suspi
cious about why McCaskill did not 
take testimony of other first-hand 
witnesses, including Frances Cor
nish, BenjaminAlonzo Baker, or even 
Mr. Hall's aged mother. Certainly 
family members worked hard at de
veloping the necessary genealogical 



proof, but they were never able to 
document the final connection be
tween Jonathan Lewis and Dr. Rob
ert Lewis.91 They ultimately dis
charged their lawyers, charging that 
McCaskill had lost the Wilson suit by 
failing to appear at a hearing.92 

Among the descendants of Dr. 
Robert Lewis, interest flagged, but at 
least four of them pressed on. The 
lot fell increasingly to one great
grandson, Robert J. "Bobby" Lewis, 
to lead the fight, and he spent the 
last sixty years of his life trying to 
vindicate the family claim. From the 
beginning, Bobby's efforts were ham
pered by his having many relatives 
who were anxious to testify but not 
anxious enough to contribute funds. 
None of Dr. Lewis' grandchildren 
could testify with certainty who their 
great-grandparents were, but several 
of them tried anyway, leading Bobby 
Lewis to collect an increasingly in
consistent genealogical trail. Mean
while, Bobby's brother-in-law Roland 
Weatherford was responsible for rais
ing monetary contributions from fam
ily members to sustain McCaskill and 
other lawyers. Frustration ran high, 
and the efforts of the lawyers foun
dered partly because of the difficul
ties of dealing with Bobby Lewis and 
Roland Weatherford, who often 
worked at cross-purposes from the 
attorneys.93 

Two years after McCaskill was 
discharged from the Woodson White 
suit, it remained undecided by the 
court. Bobby Lewis sought to reopen 
the investigation and the lawsuit in 
1925. He solicited the firm of Brown 
& Stokes in Miami, but J.P. Stokes 
turned him down after reviewing the 
Florida Supreme Court's decision in 
the 1921 Norton vs. Jones case. 94 

Lewis' frustration must have 
mounted when, in 1925, land values 
in south Florida began to rise rap
idly. During the great "Florida land 
boom," the Brooker Lewises sought 
to protect their "inheritance" by re
cording numerous "quit-claim deeds" 
to the entire Jonathan and Polly 
Lewis Donations.95 

When the family hired lawyer 
J. L. Frazee of Starke to reactivate 
their defense of the dormant Woodson 
White case in 1926, he advised the 
Lewises to press for a quick and com-

At right is attorney 
G. E. McCaskill, who 
reopened the case on 
behalf of the 
''Brooker Lewises" 
(courtesy of Histori
cal Association of 
Southern Florida), 
and below is Robert 
J. ''Bobby'' Lewis, 
who pursued the 
case for forty years 
(courtesy of Edward 
Lewis). 



Judge Paul Barns 
(Courtesy of Historical Associa
tion of Southern Florida). 

prehensive settlement with the 
Brickell family while at least some of 
the acreage remained undeveloped, 
so that the Brickells' adverse posses
sion defense--used with some success 
in the earlier litigation--would not 
bar the Lewis title. H. Pierre 
Branning, by then the Brickell fam
ily attorney, initially told Frazee that 
he would recommend a settlement, 
but later informed him--unfortu
nately for the Lewises--that the 
Brickells were not interested in dis
cussing any kind of settlement.96 

During the boom, a land devel
oper, East Shenandoah Company, 
purchased ninety-five acres of land 
from the Mary Brickell estate, in 
"The Roads" section of Miami, on the 
Jonathan Lewis Donation. To clear 
the recent quit-claim deeds from title, 
it filed suit against Dr. Robert Lewis' 
family.97 These were "wild deeds," 
since the grantors were not the 
record title holders, and in smaller 
transactions during those heady days 
of high leverage and fast turnover, 
title examiners might have chosen to 
risk ignoring them. But this was not 
the case when ninety-five acres was 
involved. In the East Shenandoah 
suit, the Lewises accepted a "substan
tial settlement" from the plaintiff, 
and in return filed a pleading con
fessing the plaintiff's complaint and 
consenting "to any decree which may 
be entered in said cause which may 

STATE 0,. FLOR1CA 

Exe::CUTIVE D E PARTM E NT 

ldr R J Lewis 

TAL~AHAS9EE 

August 16 
1 9 2 9 

1213 Division Street 
Key West 
Florida 

Uy dear Ur Lewis: 

I have yours of the 8th 
with reference to land matters and 
remember well our conference at the 
La Concha Hotel. Not having beard from 
you further I bad assumed tbat you bad 
taken the matter up witb some attorney · 
and believe now this would be tbe proper 
course for you. Whatever assistance I 
oan render on tbe side line will be very 
obeerlully extended. .As you will under
stand I cannot practice law at this time. 
I woUld ariggest that you get 1n touch with 
some attorney in whom you have confidence 
and bave him call on me from time to time 
for suob assistance as tbe Governor oan 
render. 

Cordially yours, 

dM(QJE~ 

Governor Doyle Carlton's response to 
Bobby Lewis' plea for intervention. 

be deemed ... proper in the opinion of 
the ... Honorable Court .... "98 

Unexpectedly, Judge Paul 
Barns went beyond the ninety-five 
acres in question, cancelled all the 
wild deeds, and entered a permanent 
injunction against any further activ
ity of that sort by the Lewises.99 Only 
the judgment survives from the court 
file, but we can surmise that Judge 
Barns was aware that a similar claim 
had been made unsuccessfully by 
other Lewis descendants before the 
Florida Supreme Court. Years later, 
one of the litigants claimed that the 
Lewises had already concluded the 
settlement with East Shenandoah 
Company by delivering a deed to the 
plaintiff before Judge Barns issued 
his ruling, and that the Lewises had 
confessed judgment based on poor 
advice from their lawyer, never real-

izing that their deeds to more than 
1,000 acres might be affected.100 

The litigants probably never 
knew of Barns' close connection with 
the Brickell family, who would ben
efit the most from the unexpectedly 
expanded language in the order. It 
had been Barns who first informed 
William Brickell, Jr. of the deaths of 
his brother Charles C. Brickell and 
his sister Alice in 1924, and his law 
firm handled the probate of Charlie 
Brickell's estate. 101 

Bobby Lewis, in his notes from 
a draft response to a 1962 suit, de
scribed his family's reaction to the 
Barns decision: 

Shortly after the decision in 
the case, legal assistance was se
cured, a thorough review of all 
evidence relating to title was 
made, and a case prepared when 



the lawyer involved died under 
most peculiar circumstances. 
Following that, one law firm af
ter another was interviewed. 
Some had reasonable excuses for 
not taking the case but obviously, 
most feared the threat of con
tempt.102 

In desperation, Bobby Lewis 
wrote to Governor Doyle Carlton, to 
whom he had spoken during a cam
paign trip to Key West in 1928.103 And 
in 1931, Lewis contacted the Span
ish embassy in Washington, D.C., 
asking for official recognition of his 
family's claim.104 

Because of the deeds, the Lew
ises were named as defendants in 
several foreclosure suits, in 1931 and 
1932.105 J. F. Busto, a Key West law
yer, defended both cases for the Le
wises, but he most vigorously de
fended the second case, Passumpsic 
Savings Bank vs. Simmonite, since 
it involved lands in the Rivermont 
Subdivision which had not been the 
subject of any previous suit. These 
efforts were to no avail; Judge Uly 
0. Thompson affirmed the report of 
special master J. C. Morcock in that 
case, in a January 1933 ruling that 
the Lewis title was inferior to that of 
the plaintiff. 106 

In 1933, Bobby Lewis--through 
attorney J. Y. Porter of Key West-
retained Paul M. Marks of Miami, 
who arranged a settlement of $100 
with the liquidator of Dade County 
Security Co. on Tract 6, Rivermont, 
for a quit-claim deed, but after nine 
months, Lewis had still not accepted 
the settlement. Marks advised Lewis 
that he could expect to receive no 
more than fifty dollars per lot in 
settlement of a contemplated suit on 
all of Rivermont, posting the odds at 
"less than fifty-fifty. "107 

Bobby Lewis, a Key West native 
who spent most of his life as a city 
and county employee, continued to 
collect documents and clip newspa
per stories on the development of the 
Brickell Avenue area. 108 During the 
mid-1950s, the rows of mansions be
gan to give way to commercial devel
opment: a Holiday Inn, shops, sev
eral churches, a grand entrance to 
the new Rickenbacker Causeway, 
and--on property donated to the 

Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine by 
the heirs of James Deering--the vast 
Mercy Hospital/LaSalle High School 
complex. Bobby wrote to his cousin 
Tom Lewis in Miami, when a new 
subdivision was being developed in 
1954, asking whether an old house 
recently uncovered by workmen was 
the same house where Tom had, as a 
boy, claimed to have discovered an old 
diary listing the names of the Lewis 
heirs.109 In 1953, Bobby Lewis tried 
to enlist a young Miami lawyer 
named Sidney Aronovitz, who re
jected the case "without giving 
[Bobby] a chance to explain any
thing," but who later heard the per
sistent Lewis' story and then rejected 
the case again. 110 

Judge Barns, ultimately elected 
to the Florida Supreme Court, retired 
in 1949, and in July, 1954, Bobby or
dered certified copies of much of the 
East Shenandoah court file from the 
clerk. m He purchased an abstract of 
part of the Jonathan Lewis Donation, 
and he wrote to Tom that "the pot was 
coming to a boil.. .. We hope that ev
erything is shaping up to a point 
where some definite action may soon 
be started. "112 

After Miami attorney Charles 
Crowder rejected the case, Lewis 
hired Oliver W. Folmar of Tavernier, 
who reviewed courthouse files so old 
he had to "blow off the dust." 
Folmar's mission was to discover 
whether James Deering had paid all 
the taxes through the years on his 
property, but he never explained why 
he believed the nonpayment of these 
taxes would benefit the Lewis 
claim.113 

In any event, Folmar had the 
East Shenandoah court file reopened 
in 1957. His petition noted that East 
Shenandoah Company had been dis
solved in 1936, and concluded that 
no one need be informed of the re
opening of the suit. 114 Circuit Judge 
George Holt agreed to modify the 
1929 judgment so that it would only 
apply to the ninety-five acres at is
sue in the original suit.115 Only Bobby 
Lewis knew of the 1957 order, but he 
soon made much use of the order, 
which he later claimed vindicated his 
family's title to the Jonathan and 
Polly Lewis Donations. 

Lewis convinced Fort Lauder-
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dale News columnist Wesley Stout, 
who had written many pieces on lo
cal history, to feature the Lewis story 
in a five-part series in 1958. Stout 
had been the first writer to bring the 
story of Fort Lauderdale's earliest 
settlers to a broad audience when he 
publicized a 1952 historical journal 
article on the 1793 Spanish investi
gation of the Lewises.116 After run
ning the 1958 series, the columnist 
"chortled" privately to Bobby Lewis 
at Miami Herald columnist Mike 
Morgan's "statement that no one 
knows who the Lewises and Hagans 
were or where they lived" as "typi
cally Miamian ignorance of their own 
history. "117 In fact, Stout had accepted 
Bobby Lewis' word as to the whole 
story, so the articles are filled with 
inaccuracies. 

By 1959, Bobby, his wife, and 
nine other investors had formed a 
company, Lewis Properties, Inc., and 
transferred into the corporation all 
the interests which they had pur
chased from family members during 
the 1920s. 118 The officers of Lewis 
Properties, Inc. often flirted with the 
idea of filing a quiet title suit them
selves. Miami attorneys Bruce 
Barfield and D. Joseph Snyder ten
tatively agreed to file suit for a $1,000 
fee and one-third of any recovery, but 
after reviewing a written title opin
ion they declined the case. 119 After 

Fort Lauderdale Daily News col· 
umnist Wesley Stout (courtesy of 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Soci· 
ety). 
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this rejection, Lewis returned to his 
traditional defensive stance.120 

In February 1961, Lewis Prop
erties' board of directors voted to is
sue deeds to certain of Bobby Lewis' 
"friends in Key West," subject to an 
unrecorded contract to be signed by 
each of the grantees who received a 
deed. The contract provided that a 
lot in the Jonathan Lewis or Polly 
Lewis Donation was being deeded to 
the grantee for a "nominal consider
ation," and that the grantee must 
promptly record the deed and try to 
sell the property and split the net 
profits with Lewis Properties. If the 
parcel was still unsold after six 
months, the grantee must return it 
to Lewis Properties. And the grantee 
was required to pay all legal expenses 
of defending title, without any re
course against the company. Appar
ently no one was willing to sign the 
contract, but deeds were issued none
theless to the corporate officers and 
others.121 

In 1961, Lewis Properties, Inc. 
and at least one of its grantees be
gan paying the taxes on two vacant 
lots on Brickell Avenue ostensibly 
owned by Brickell family members.122 

A local real estate developer became 
interested in the pattern of deeds 
beginning to appear at the Dade 
County Courthouse and offered to 
have his attorney offer an informal 
opinion on title. According to Lewis, 
the lawyer, Mr. Dixon, "said in effect 
that he knew from his study that the 
Brickells had stolen the two Lewis 
sections but that he didn't believe a 
case could be won and that he wanted 
nothing to do with it." Bobby Lewis 
thanked him for his time, but wrote 
that "among local lawyers it was sac
rilege to say or do anything detrimen
tal to the names of Flagler, Brickell, 
and Tuttle." He issued four more 
deeds in October. 123 

In November 1961, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Karnegis, owners of a 
lot on the bay just north of the 
Rickenbacker Causeway entrance, 
applied to the City of Miami and to 
the Trustees of the Internal Improve
ment Fund to bulkhead and fill a few 
thousand square feet of bayfront in 
order to build efficiency apartments 
on their property. Two representa
tives of Lewis Properties appeared at 

the public meetings and opposed any 
decision being made until title to the 
property was determined between the 
Karnegises and the Lewises' grantee, 
Mrs. Ralph Spaulding.124 

The next day, B. F. He;ndricks, 
of Hendricks & Hendricks, on behalf 
of the Karnegises, demanded that 
Mrs. Spaulding quit-claim her inter
est, and warned that he had advised 
the Brickell family lawyer to be on 
guard against the Lewises' "attempt 
to cloud the title" to nearby proper
ties. At the reconvened Planning 
Board meeting on December 8, Mi
ami Mayor Robert King High prom
ised that no action would be taken on 
the bayfront fill request until the 
Karnegises produced satisfactory 
proof of ownership.125 

Thus were the battle lines fi
nally drawn between the Lewis grant
ees and the Brickell grantees. Soon 
afterward, Alfred Aronovitz, of 
Aronovitz, Aronovitz & Haverfield, 
made a quit-claim demand on behalf 
of Brickell Mansions, Inc., directed to 
Lewis grantees Hollon Bervaldi and 
Gerald Orvall Dunn. J. Y. Porter of 
Lewis Properties responded by invit
ing Aronovitz to file suit. 126 In May 
1962, after contacting yet another 
lawyer, Oscar Rappaport, who de
clined the engagement, the officers of 
Lewis Properties determined to draw 
the Brickells into a fight by giving 
warranty deeds--warranting good 
title to each parcel they sold. 127 

Peter Sanders, the stepson of 
George M. Brickell, the last surviv
ing son of the pioneer family, mort
gaged four lots owned by him but 
claimed also by the Lewises. His 
lender insisted that the title be 
cleared, so Sanders asked Bobby 
Lewis to name his price. Thus con
fronted directly for the first time by a 
Brickell, Bobby sought advice on how 
to respond to the family on whom he 
had placed a century of blame. 

Joe Milner, whose wife was a 
director of Lewis Properties, warned 
Bobby not to treat Sanders sympa
thetically: 

If you quit claim, you will be 
going back to what it was, No 
Rightful Owner, as you are now, 
and the Lewis Properties, Inc. will 
be out of Luck For Good. Can you 

see what they are trying to do; talk 
to Capt. Spaulding and he will 
tell you the same thing I'm say
ing.128 

The Karnegises filed suit 
against the Lewis interests in Sep
tember 1962, and the Lewises re
tained Saul T. Von Zamft under a 
$500 retainer to oppose Ben 
Hendricks, counsel for the 
Karnegises. Circuit JudgeA. Patrick 
Cannon denied the defendants' mo
tion to change venue to Key West. 
Meanwhile, a neighboring property 
owner, Harold E. Davis, represented 
by lawyer Jackson Peters, paid $500 
to Lewis Properties, Inc. for a quit 
claim deed to four lots, after first fil
ing, then dropping, a suit. Bobby 
Lewis warned Peters that he would 
take the case to the Supreme Court 
if necessary to vindicate the family 
claim, but Lewis also told Folmar that 
Peters had come to Captain 
Spaulding's house and threatened to 
"hang him by the toes" if Lewis Prop
erties did not give him a quit claim 
deed.129 

About this time, Bobby Lewis 
began using code names in some of 
his correspondence with city and 
county officials who insisted on send
ing him refunds when both the 
Brickell interests and the Lewis in
terests paid the taxes on the t'lame 
parcel. Bobby was the "Short 
Ranger," and one of his "operatives" 
in Miami was the "Lone Ranger." And 
Lewis' suspicion of all lawyers, even 
his own, grew more evident with each 
letter.130 

Peter Sanders, the Brickell step
son, sued Lewis inApril1963 to quiet 
title to land long owned by the 
Brickell family, land sold also by 
Lewis Properties to former Monroe 
County Juvenile Court Judge Eva 
Warner Gibson, and also to eradicate 
the Lewis claims to all of the 
Jonathan and Polly Lewis Dona
tions. 131 Bobby Lewis told the Key 
West Citizen the next month that he 
had received several cash offers from 
other property owners, and was "not 
a bit worried" about the Sanders law
suit. "After all," he stated, "I have a 
legal decision to back me up."182 

The first result of the publicity 
surrounding the lawsuit was a novel 



solicitation by reporter Miller Davis 
of the Miami News. Davis offered 
Lewis one dollar for a deed to the 
Rickenbacker Causeway tollbooths, 
with a reverter clause effective after 
one week, with the expectation of 
generating "hilarious confusion" 
among Dade County officials.133 In a 
hastily called meeting of Lewis Prop
erties, Inc., the directors wrestled 
with Von Zamft's insistence that he 
be paid at an hourly rate or fixed rate 
instead of a contingency fee. Said one 
director, "If you're so set on the money 
angle you must not be sure of win
ning." Finally they agreed to pay the 
lawyer $500 immediately, another 
$500 in thirty days, and thereafter 
on Von Zamft's terms which "will be 
satisfactory to us. "134 

The rush of publicity 
emboldened Bobby Lewis. In a June 
interview with the Key West Gazette, 
he railed against the "power of money 
against poverty," by which the 
Brickells had kept the Lewis descen
dants from their birthright for gen
erations, and he made a magnani
mous offer: "Lewis Properties, Inc. 
will give clear title to Mayor High for 
the City Hall property on Flagler 
Street [should be Bayshore Drive] 
and clear title will also be given to 
the Academy of the Assumption and 
Mercy Hospital insofar as their prop
erties are in the Jonathan and Polly 
Lewis Donations or the George Lewis 
property. 135 

Judge James Kehoe, after sev
eral preliminary hearings, heard the 
relative merits of the Sanders case 
on December 4, 1963. Oliver Folmar 
was not present, but Von Zamft pre
sented Bobby Lewis an'd Eva Warner 
Gibson as witnesses. The result was 
the crowning blow to Lewis' career 
as a litigant. Judge Kehoe ruled that 
Polly and Mary Lewis were the same 
person, that Judge Branning's deci
sion in favor of Mary Brickell in 1922 
had foreclosed all Lewis interests, 
and that the Lewises had waived 
their rights to make a claim by fail
ing to prosecute their claim in the 
courts. He struck all twenty-three 
deeds recorded by Bobby Lewis and 
his company since 1930, and prohib
ited any further recordation of deeds 
or prosecution oflawsuits.1as 

To the newspapers, Lewis de-

Judge James W. Kehoe 
(Courtesy of Dade County Bar 
Association.) 

scribed the Kehoe ruling as "a sur
prise to me," but privately he blamed 
his own lawyers and the "great in
fluence" of Sanders' attorney, A. C. 
Dressler. 137 Lewis Properties dis
charged Von Zamft, and sought to 
retain Joseph Jennings of the Dixon 
DeJarnette law firm, one of Miami's 
largest, to appeal Kehoe's decision to 
the District Court ofAppeals. Appar
ently in view of Jennings' require
ment of an immediate $500 fee de
posit and the impending deadline of 
the appeal, Lewis hired Manuel Zaiac 
instead. Zaiac's agreed-upon fee was 
$350 for the preliminary research, 
and $2,500 to be paid during the 
course of the appeal, plus a twenty
five percent contingent fee. Zaiac in 
turn retained Harry B. Smith to of
fer an expert opinion on the case. 

In May 1964, the first $1,000 
installment of Zaiac's $2,500 fee came 
due. Lewis tried to make a settle
ment with the Karnegises, whose suit 
lay inactive after nearly two years, 
in order to raise the monies, but with
out success.138 By June, Zaiac had 
still not been paid, and so had not 
filed the appellants' brief. The ap
peal was dismissed June 11, 1964 
under a rule dealing with frivolous 
appeals.I39 

Lewis Properties discharged 
Zaiac (Smith having already with-

Attorney Saul Von Zamft 
(Courtesy of Dade County Bar 
Association.) 

drawn from the case), and hired Jo
seph Jennings for $500 to seek are
hearing.140 In August the appellate 
court denied rehearing. Bobby Lewis 
then asked Jennings to file a petition 
for a writ of certiorari to the Florida 
Supreme Court, offering a fifty per
cent contingency fee for the service, 
but Jennings declined, citing the low 
likelihood of success. 141 

The Dade County Bar Associa
tion was unable to place Lewis with 
a substitute attorney on contingent 
fee terms. Just before the final dead
line for seeking certiorari, Bobby 
Lewis made a last-ditch offer to re
tain Jennings, offering him an as
signment of the $1,900 in tax refunds 
to which Lewis Properties would be 
entitled for having wrongfully paid 
taxes on several Brickell parcels. 
Jennings, once again, declined.142 

For several years afterward, 
Lewis continued to try to interest 
Miami lawyers in the wreckage of the 
cases. Anthony Capodilupo turned 
it down. So did Dan G. Wheeler, Jr. 
Even a young civil rights lawyer, 
Jesse McCrary, rejected the engage
ment in 1967.143 Bobby Lewis finally 
surrendered, forty-six years after he 
began, and 17 4 years after the boy 
Jonathan Lewis was first known to 
be living on the family lands. 

Title examiners today routinely 
issue title insurance to property own-
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ers in Miami, ignoring Bobby Lewis' 
wild deeds. The Lewis claims have 
been all but forgotten. 

Bobby Lewis died in 1980 at the 

age of eighty-six, without realizing 
his dream of establishing his family's 
place in south Florida history or its 
ownership of much of modern-day 

Miami. And he never knew the whole 
story of the Lewises of south Florida, 
an extraordinary case of mistaken 
identity. 
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2, DCCA. Perhaps the name "Tiner" was 
coined from "Tiny" Lewis, the only slave liv
ing with Jonathan and Ann Lewis in Key 
West at the time of the 1840 census; As to 
William Johnson, see Canter Brown, Jr., 
Florida's Peace River Frontier (Orlando: 
University of Central Florida, 1991), 406.A 
biography of John L. Jones says that his fa
ther-in-law worked for the Confederacy at 
Fort Meade and later lived on Pine Island 
before moving to Fort Ogden. See James 
W. Covington, The Story of Southwestern 
Florida, vol.II (New York: Lewis Historical 
Publishing Co., 1957); D.B. McKay, "Pioneer 
Florida," Tampa 7ribune, May 6, 1956 (in
terview with Morning Johnson Jones). 

37. Richards, "Reminiscences." 
38. Brown, Florida's Peace River Frontier, 289, 

404; WilliamA. Johnson and wife to John L. 
Jones, August 14, 1899, deed to SE 1/4, SW 
1/4, Sec. 35, T.35S., R.41E, recorded Octo
ber 21, 1899 in Dade County Deed Book T, 
372; Also same parties, deed dated March 
30, 1904, recorded June 6, 1904, Dade 
County Deed Book 16, 436. County records 
are incomplete as to who was paying the real 
property taxes after George Lewis disap
peared, but by 1891 the property was being 
assessed to "A. M. Ferguson and Alonzo 
Baker, agent for the estate of George Lewis," 
Assessment Book, 1891, DCCA; see also 
John T. Peacock, Tax Collection Book, 1890-
92, HASF, MS Box 27. John L. Jones re
deemed the forty acres from a tax certifi
cate issued in 1897, Dade County Deed Book 
X, 65. Genealogical information taken from 
Norton vs. Jones , 83 Florida Reports 81, 90 
Southern Reporter, 854 (1922). 

39. P. Malinda Baker and others to John L. 
Jones, March 21, 1900, deed to SE 114, SW 
1/4, Sec. 35, T.53S., R.41E., Dade County 
Deed Book 9, 200 (recordedAprill6, 1903) 
and Deed Book 9, 298 (recorded June 6, 
1904). Jones, joined by a fellow DeSoto 
Countian, John Douglas, sold the parcel to 
Marian D. Tift for $4,500 on March 5, 1904 
(Deed recorded July 9, 1904, Dade County 
Deed Book 16, 479), but not before William 
A. Johnson had first sued, then settled with, 
John Douglas and others to clear title. 
Johnson vs. Douglas, Circuit Court, Dade 
County, Chancery, Case #462, Chancery 
Docket Book 8, 318, Chancery Order Book 
169, 7. 

40. Ibid.; Plat, Dade County Plat Book B, 95. 
41. Same deeds as in notes 38 and 39 above, 

but recorded April 24, 1903, in Harris 
County, Texas, Deed Book 151, 197. 

42. Sam H. Benbow to Robert J . Lewis, June 3, 
1924,RJLP. 

43. Abstracts of Title, Mrs. Hagan Donation, 
Frankee Lewis Donation, Jonathan Lewis 
Donation. 

44. Final Decree, Brickell vs. Church, July 7, 
1892, Dade County Chancery Order Book 
A, 16, 39; Revised Decree (same suit), Sep
tember 18, 1893, Dade County Chancery 
Order Book; Final Decree, Brickell vs. En
glish, May 19, 1888, Dade County Chancery 
Order BookA, 1 (voiding mortgage recorded 
in Monroe County Deed Book C, 243; Ab-

stract of Title, Mrs. Hagan Donation, 3; 
Deed, J . W. Hagan to Sara G. Gleason, July 
5, 1873, Dade County Deed Book A, 89; 
Deed, Nancy R. Rigby to Sara G. Gleason, 
Dade County Deed Book A, 98. 

45. Mary Brickell to General Land Office,April 
23, 1888, and J .A. McCrory to General Land 
Office, September 30, 1891, NA:GLO, 
Florida Private Land Claim File No. 253 
(Polly Lewis Donation); J. A. McCrory to 
General Land Office, April 16, 1888, 
NA:GLO, Florida Private Land Claim File 
No. 252 (Jonathan Lewis Donation); Mary 
Brickell to General Land Office, May 28, 
1888, NA:GLO, Florida Private Land Claim 
File No. 243 (Frankee Lewis Donation). 

46. Mrs. Brickell's lawyers' letters to the Gen
eral Land Office reflected increasing anxi
ety with the government's slow pace as the 
railroad's anticipated arrival sparked a land 
boom. "This property is becoming extremely 
valuable," (January 11, 1896), " ... already 
platted into a town site in which the Florida 
East Coast Railway is interested," (Febru
ary 21, 1896), both quotes from Robbins & 
Graham Co. to General Land Office, 
NA:GLO, Florida Private Land Claim File 
Nos. 252, 253. 

47. Affidavit of William and Mary Brickell, 
August 29, 1895, NA:GLO, Florida Private 
Land Claim FileNo. 253; Patent Certificates 
Nos. 44 (Polly Lewis) and 45 (Jonathan 
Lewis), October 10, 1895, U.S. Land Office, 
Gainesville, Florida; Letters of Patent, 
March 21, 1896, U.S. General Land Office, 
Patent Records, Misc. Vol. 481, 581-586 
(Polly Lewis) and 586-590 (Jonathan Lewis). 
InApril1896, these patents were delivered 
to the Land Office at Gainesville, which was 
expected to retain a file showing to whom 
the original was given and on what evidence 
the claimant was entitled to the original, but 
by 1927 the Gainesville files had been lost. 
Thomas Havell to Robert J . Lewis, Novem
ber 2, 1927, RJLP. Mrs. Brickell first plat
ted the Jonathan Lewis Donation in Janu
ary 1894 (Dade County Plat BookA, 20), but 
did not plat any portion of the Polly Lewis 
Donation until1903 (Plat Book B, 74). 

48. Henry C. Dane to Commissioner of Public 
Lands, May 10, 1870, in NA:GLO, Florida 
Private Land Claim File 243, copy on file at 
BCHC. 

49. Depositions in Rei Perpetuum, January 18-
31, 1896, Matter of Ownership and Posses
sion of Mary Brickell, etc., Dade County 
Deed Book Q, 144, 188. 

50. Affidavits ofP. Malinda Baker, both dated 
November 14, 1896, recorded January 25, 
1897, Dade County Deed Book 0, 497, and 
January 16, 1897, Dade County Misc. Book 
1,279. 

51. Depositions in Rei Perpetuum, see note 49. 
52.Anotice of tax deed sale, February 24, 1870, 

in William Gleason Papers, Box 1, "Corre
spondence 1870-71," P.K Yonge Library; 
RJLP;Abstract of Jonathan Lewis Donation: 
Tax Deed to William H. Hunt, November 16, 
1876, recordedAugust 7, 1882, Dade County 
Deed BookA, 211 (Frankee Lewis Donation) 
and 213 (Jonathan Lewis Donation); Notice 
to Claimant of Intent to Take Depositions, 
October 25, 1895, Matter of Ownership and 
Possession of Mary Brickell, Dade County 
Deed Book Q, 123; Re Snyder: Henry C. 
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Dane to General Land Office, May 9, 1870; 
Abstract of Jonathan Lewis Donation: Affi
davit of Ruth Gerald and Christy Ann 
Snyder,April23, 1870. 

53. Abstract of Jonathan Lewis Donation:Affi
davits of Morse, Ewan, Harner, O'Neill, 
Moreno, and Mettair; also, Abstract of Mrs. 
Hagan Donation, Nos. 77, 79, 81, 83, 88, 93. 

54. Quit Claim Deeds, English heirs to Mary 
Brickell, Abstract of Frankee Lewis Dona
tion, nos. 16-19, and Abstract of Jonathan 
Lewis Donation, no. 21; Bullard vs. 
Lippman 32 Fla 481 (1893). 

55. Quit Claim Deeds, Snyder family members 
to Mary Brickell, Dade County Deed Books 
[Abstract ofFrankee Lewis Donation]: May 
5, 1898, Book R, 481, July 2, 1898, Book U, 
87, September 10, 1898, Book V, 3, Septem
ber 14, 1898, Book V, 6; Invoice, Robbins & 
Graham Co., Brickell Family Receipts file, 
HASF, MS box 36. 

56. Brickell vs. Waddell, Judgment, February 
26, 1898, Dade County Chancery Order 
Book AA, 226. 

57. Plat, July 13, 1903, Dade County Plat Book 
B, 7 4. The Brickells had retained W. C. Val
entine to survey the property as early as 
1893, invoice from W. C. Valentine,April28, 
1893, Brickell Family Receipts file, HASF, 
manuscript box 36. 

58. Statement of Court, Lewis G. Norton vs. 
Morning Jones, Florida Supreme Court, 
June 1921 Term, Florida State Archives, 
Series 49, Carton 3815.Additional informa
tion on William Johnson and Frances 
Cornish's children comes from a genealogi
cal chart compiled by Claude C. Jones, in 
the possession of Claude C. Jones, Jr. of 
Arcadia. 

59. Deeds from the following persons to Lewis 
G. Norton, 1919, recorded in Dade and 
Broward County Deed Books: Benjamin A. 
Baker, Sr., William and Nellie B. Baker, 
Lemuel A. and Mamie Baker, Benjamin A. 
(Jr.) and Hattie Baker, Gertrude 0. and 
Jackson Lowe, James A. Gould, Carl V. and 
Hattie Baker, Pansy I. and Herschel M. 
Connor, Jessie V. and Charles E. Duval, 
Frances H. Cornish, Camille and Lena Cruz, 
Florell and Vernon Griffin, William Cornish, 
George and Lizzie Cornish, Hattie and Jo
seph Saunders, and Lillian Knowles Sutton. 
Norton probably discovered the possible 
title claim while working as an abstractor 
for the Dade County Title Insurance Co., ca. 
1913. He later served in several positions 
in the county court clerk's office and the tax 
assessor's office, but apparently lost his job 
the same year he lost his suit, in 1922. Mi· 
ami City Directory, 1913, 1916, 1919-1922, 
HASF. 

60. Complaint, Lewis Norton vs. R. A Amsden, 
July 19,1920, quoted in Statement of Court, 
note 58 above; also, Complaints, Norton vs. 
Jones and Norton vs. Johnson, both filed 
September 2, 1919. 

61. "Title to Lewis 'fract Settled by High Court," 
Miami Herald, January 28, 1922, 1. 

62. Minutes, East Florida Land Commission, 
November 24, 1824 (presentation of Mary 
Lewis), 273, December 15, 1824 (memorial 
of Mary Lewis), 274, December 23, 1825 
(confirmation of Polly Lewis), all inAmeri· 
can State Papers, Public Lands, vol. 4; Deed, 
Mary Lewis to Richard Fitzpatrick, May 28, 
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1832, Monroe County Deed Book B, 42-43; 
Patent, United States of America to Polly 
Lewis, see note 47;Affidavit of Patience M. 
Baker, see note 50. 

63. Laws of Florida, ch. 1869, Sec. 5 (1872). 
64. F. Botts toW. Hunt Harris, June 30, 1921, 

RJLP. 
65. Jonathan's wife is referred to as Ann on 

deeds. Mary is referred to as "widow of 
William" in an 1824 report, to the Board of 
Land Commissioners for East Florida, 
Florida State Archives, Series 990, Carton 
21. 

66. Order, August 9, 1920, Norton vs. Jones; 
Decree, Norton vs. Jones, quoted in 
Appellant's Brief, Norton vs. Jones, Florida 
State Archives, series 49, carton 3815. 

67. Statement of Court, Norton vs. Jones, 83 
Fla. 81, 90 So. 854, Florida Supreme Court, 
January 27, 1922. 

68. A federal judge had once before held that 
"Polly" was synonymous with "Mary," in a 
case coincidentally titled Lewis vs. 
Barksdale, 15 Fed. Cases 467, #8, 317 (W.D. 
Va. 183l).Ibid., 90 So. 854, at 863. 

69. "Title to Lewis Tract Settled by High Court," 
Miami Herald, January 28, 1922. 

70. Wesley Stout, "The Beachcomber," Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News, reprinted in Key 
West Citizen, November 6, 1958, citing four 
unnamed descendants in Key West. 

71. Brickell vs. Norton, Case No. 422, Circuit 
Court, 15th Judicial Circuit, Chancery, mi
crofilm copy at Broward County Courthouse 
Archives; Brickell vs. Norton , Case Nos. 
4977 and 4979, Circuit Court, 11th Judicial 
Circuit, Chancery. This flle, like all pre-1971 
chancery court files in Dade County, has 
been destroyed. Only court dockets, judg
ments, and recorded orders are preserved. 

72. Affidavit of Mary Brickell in Brickell vs. 
Norton (Broward County suit), see note 71. 
The Norton lawyers may have known the 
suit was coming. They wrote to the Gen
eral Land Office warning that Mrs. Brickell 
would try to have the Lewis names on the 
land patents changed to her name, General 
Land Office to Boggs & Caton, May 28, 1921, 
NA:GLO, Florida Private Land Claim File 
No.252. 

73. Decrees Pro Confesso, Brickell vs. Norton, 
July 12, 1921,August 15, 1921, and Septem
ber 5, 1921, see note 71. 

74. Affidavit of Mary Brickell, see note 72; 
Decree, October 20, 1921, Case No. 422 
(Frankee Lewis Donation), Broward County 
Chancery Order Book 3, 80; Decree, July 
28, 1922, Case No. 4977 (Jonathan Lewis 
Donation) and Decree, November 18, 1922, 
Case No. 4979 (Polly Lewis Donation), Dade 
County Chancery Order Book 16, 333. None 
of the testimony examined by the special 
master has been preserved. Judge Branning 
later became an attorney for the Brickell 
family, see note 96. 

75. As for Mrs. Brickell's supposed "lack of so
phistication" in real estate matters, she did 
not mention that she had just platted her 
remaining properties on the Frankee Lewis 
Donation for development purposes, and 
was negotiating to sell this "Rio Vista Sub
division" to developer C. J. Hector. Her 
properties in Miami, of course, had already 
been subdivided into several different real 
estate developments. Plat of Rio Vista, Oc-

tober 22, 1920, Broward County Plat Book 
1, 18; Deed, Mary Brickell to C. J. Hector, 
January 10, 1924, recorded in Broward 
County Deed Book 36, 47; Plat of C. J . 
Hector's Subdivision, Broward County Plat 
Book 1, 24. 

76. Petition to Intervene, Norton vs. Amsden, 
October 1920, RJLP. 

77. "Brickell Land Title Forever Quieted by 
Circuit Court," Miami News, undated clip
ping, c.1922; "Mrs. Brickell Fights Attack 
on Her Title to Lewis Donation," undated 
clipping, Miami Herald, January 1922, both 
inRJLP. 

78. G. E. McCaskill to Roland Weatherford, 
November 5, 1921, Robert P. and Harriet 
Lewis to Roland Weatherford, October 20, 
1922, Dade County Deed Book 314, 392; 
John and Allie Shriver to Richard Franklin 
Lewis, Jr., October 21, 1922, Dade County 
Deed Book 311,403. 

79. Dr. Robert Peyton Lewis, a Bradford 
County pioneer, was born in Kentucky in 
1806, served as an army officer in Florida 
during the Second Seminole War (1836-
1842), later studied medicine, and died in 
Brooker, Florida, in 1880. The information 
on Dr. Lewis in this article was compiled by 
Col. Milton D. Weeks of Fort Lauderdale, a 
descendant, to whom the author is deeply 
indebted for his assistance. It was Col. 
Weeks, through interviews with Robert J. 
Lewis and a review of census and other 
records, who first proved that Dr. Lewis 
could not have been a descendant of south 
Florida's first family. 

80. Milton D. Weeks, "Robert Peyton Lewis," 
unpublished manuscript in possession of the 
author. 

81. Id.; U.S. Census, Population Schedules, 
Monroe County, Florida, 1850, 1860. 

82. One of the Brooker Lewises, Robert J. 
"Bobby" Lewis, who maintained the family's 
claim for many years, was related through 
his mother's side to numerous Conch fami
lies (including Johnson, Knowles, and 
Pinder) who might have been related by 
marriage to the Jonathan Lewis descen
dants. 

83. McCaskill to Thomas J. Lewis, March 1, 
1921, to Richard Franklin Lewis, March 11 
and September 20, 1921, and to Roland 
Weatherford, July 22, 1921, RJLP. 

84. Family tree chart, c. early 1920s, undated, 
in McCaskill to Richard F. Lewis, April 6, 
1921,RJLP. 

85. Complaint, Woodson White et al. vs. W. A. 
Johnson, Case No. 4 701, Circuit Court, 11th 
Judicial Circuit (Dade County), Chancery, 
RJLP; Complaint, J. E . Wilson vs. William 
H. Hunt, Case No. 4724, Circuit Court, 11th 
Judicial Circuit (Dade County), Chancery, 
final decree entered December 15, 1921, 
RJLP. 

86. RJLP. See deeds described in notes 38 and 
39. 

87. Testimony ofObediah Hall,August 2, 1921, 
White vs. Johnson, 8, RJLP. For more in
formation on Hall, see "Local History Re
lated by Descendant of First White Woman 
to Live in Miami," Agnew Welsh clipping file, 
MPL, in which Hall's mother described life 
in south Florida during the 1860s. 

88. G. E. McCaskill to Roland Weatherford, 
July 22, 1921, RJLP. 

89. Testimony ofObediah Hall, 8, RJLP. 
90. Ibid. 
91. G. E. McCaskill to Richard F. Lewis, Sep

tember 20, 1921. 
92. Robert J. Lewis, undated note, c.1920s, 

RJLP. 
93. J. L. Frazee to Robert J . Lewis, May 14, 

May 18, October 24, 1927, RJLP. 
94. J . P. Stokes to Capt. John J . Maher, Janu

ary 6, 1925, RJLP. 
95. Deeds recorded in Dade County, copies in 

RJLP: J. B. and Mary Lewis Thomas to 
Eddie J. Lewis, September 18, 1925, Deed 
Book 768, 25; William and Annie Lewis to 
Robert J. Lewis, September 5, 1925, Deed 
Book 904, 535; Roland and Mary L. 
Weatherford to William Lewis, November 
18, 1925, Deed Book 912, 266; Roland and 
Mary L. Weatherford to Robert J. Lewis, 
August 28, 1925, Deed Book 915, 281; Rich
ard Franklin and Fannie H. Lewis to Allie 
Shriver, April 7, 1926, Deed Book 880, 273; 
Robert J. and Mary Lewis to Ben F. Gardner, 
January 20, 1926, Deed Book 955, 246; Will 
and Annie Lewis to Robert J. Lewis, Febru
ary 4, 1927, Deed Book 1049, 104. 

96. J. F. Frazee to Robert J. Lewis, April 19, 
1926,RJLP. 

97. Bill to Quiet Title, East Shenandoah Com
pany vs. William Lewis et al., Case No. 
220476-B, Circuit Court, 11th Judicial Cir
cuit (Dade County), Chancery, RJLP. 

98. Final Decree, East Shenandoah Company 
vs. Lewis, January 29, 1929, RJLP. 

99. Ibid. 
100. Anonymous letter, August 18, 1954, RJLP. 

Just six days after the judgment was en
tered, a Key West newspaper ran a story 
stating that Robert J. Lewis had just sold 
the parcel to the East Shenandoah Com
pany. See "Establishment of Land Claim by 
Robert Lewis," February 4, 1929, clipping 
inRJLP. 

101. Telegrams, August 4 and September 12, 
1924, Brickell Personal Correspondence, 
1917-1933, HASF, MS Box 8; Thompson, 
Barns & Thompson Account Book, Novem
ber 1924-March 1925, HASF, Box M96G. 

102. Robert J . Lewis notes, undated, c.1960s, 
RJLP. 

103. Gov. Doyle E. Carlton to Robert J. Lewis, 
August 16, 1929, RJLP. 

104. C. Caldera to Robert J. Lewis, June 30, 
1931, Lewis to Caldera, July 3, 1931, RJLP. 

105. Junkin & Avant, Inc. vs. W. H. Hunt, et 
al. , Case No. 33565-D,Passumpsic Savings 
Bank vs. George H. Simmonite, Case No. 
34951, both in Circuit Court, 11th Circuit 
(Dade County), Chancery, copies in RJLP. 

106. Passumpsic Savings Bank vs. Simmonite, 
RJLP. 

107. Paul Marks to Robert J. Lewis, October 
13, 1933, RJLP. 

108. Newspaper clippings file, Robert J. Lewis, 
RJLP. 

109. Robert J. Lewis to Thomas Lewis, April 
12, 1954, RJLP. 

110. Mary Milner to "Al," February 7, 1954, 
RJLP. 

111. Receipts, Dade County Clerk, July 26, 
1954, RJLP. 

112. Robert J . Lewis to Thomas J. Lewis,April 
12, 1954, Florida Title Company to R. D. 
Spalding, December 12, 1957, RJLP. 



113. Oliver W. Folmar to Robert J. Lewis, Oc
tober 20, 1956, RJLP. 

114. Petition to Vacate Part of Final Decree 
and Corrective Order Nunc Pro 1\mc, East 
Shenandoah Co. us. Lewis, April 23, 1957, 
Circuit Court, 11th Judicial Circuit (Dade 
County), in Chancery, RJLP. 

115. Order Granting Defendants' Petition, etc., 
East Shenandoah Co. us. Lewis, April 26, 
1957, recordedApril29, 1957, Circuit Court, 
11th Judicial Circuit (Dade County), in 
Chancery, RJLP. 

116. Wesley W. Stout, "The Beachcomber," Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News, June 29, 30, July 
1, 2, 3, 1958; Murdoch, "Documents Con
cerning a Voyage to the Miami Region in 
1793." 

117. WesleyW. StouttoRobertJ. Lewis, March 
3, 1959, RJLP. 

118. E. R. Sycks to Robert J. Lewis, November 
26, 1958, Memo from E. R. Sycks, undated, 
RJLP. 

119. D. Joseph Snyder to Robert J. Lewis, May 
13, June 7, 1960, Bruce Barfield to Lewis 
Properties, Inc., October 28, 1960, RJLP. 
The unsigned title opinion concluded that 
the 1922 decrees foreclosed any further 
claim by the Lewises. 

120. Ralph J. Spaulding to Oliver W. Folmar, 
1957 ("We think that as soon as Holt's deci
sion is recorded the best thing is to pick out 
some Brickell wild land, post it, and force 
them to start a suit. A modification would 
be to sell some wild land under a warranty 
deed and force the Estate to sue."), 
Spaulding to Marcus H. Ross, June 10,1962, 
on why not to post "No Trespassing" signs: 
("This would lead to a court injunction in 
which I would be the one to prove Lewis 
claims in their entirety which position I 
don't like. It has always been the Lewis 
problem to keep on the defensive."), RJLP. 

121. Copies of deeds in RJLP. See, for example, 
special warranty deeds from Lewis Proper
ties, Inc. to JosephA. Boza, March 12, 1962 
(unrecorded), Miriam C. Albury, March 12, 
1962 (Dade County O.R. Book 3186, 47), 
William and Marjorie Warner and Eva 
Warner Gibson, January 10, 1962 (O.R. 
Book 3079, 620). At least one person de
clined a deed:Allan B. Cleare, Jr., a lawyer 
in Key West, see Cleare to Robert J. Lewis, 
September 12, 1962, RJLP. 

122. J. Y. Porter, IV to Miami Tax Collector, 
August 2, 1961, Ta~ Collector to Porter, 
August 8, 1961, RJLP. 

123. Mark H. Ross to Robert J. Lewis, July 15, 
16, 1961, Lewis to Ross, August 21, 28, 1961 
("all Miami lawyers seem bound by some 
oath not to take any action that will force 
Brickell into a suit."), September 30, Octo
ber 22, 1961, RJLP. 

124. Marguerite Spaulding to Miami Planning 
Board and to Trustees of the Internal Im
provement Fund, November 9, 1961, Power 
of Attorney, Marguerite Spaulding to Joseph 
Cabrera, November 1961, RJLP; Agenda, 
Miami Planning Board, November 13, 1961, 
copy in RJLP. 

125. Minutes, Miami Planning Board Meeting, 
December 8, 1961, RJLP. 

126. B. E. Hendricks to Marguerite Spaulding, 
November 15, 1961, Hendricks to J. Y. Por
ter, IY, November 16, 1961,AlfredAronovitz 

to Porter, December 12, 1961, RJLP. 
127. Robert J. Lewis to Marcus H. Ross, June 

3, 7, 1962, Lewis to Oscar Rappaport, June 
4, 1962, RJLP. 

128. Robert J. Lewis to Mary Milner, July 23, 
1962, Joe Milner to Lewis, July 27, 1962, 
RJLP. 

129. Saul T. Von Zamft to Ralph Spaulding, 
October 11, 1962, Spaulding to Von Zamft 
and Oliver Folmar, December 10, 1962, 
Complaint, Harold E. Davis et al. us. Rob
ert J. Lewis et al. , January 28, 1963, Circuit 
Court, 11th Judicial Circuit, Chancery Case 
No. 63C971, Robert J. Lewis to Mr. Peters, 
February 2, 1963, Lewis to Von Zamft, 
March 13, 1963, Minutes of meeting, Lewis 
Properties, Inc., May 1, 1963, RJLP. 

130. Anonymous to William [Willis] Greene, 
April1, 1963, RJLP. 

131. Complaint to Quiet Title, Peter J. Sand
ers et al. us. Robert J. Lewis et al., Circuit 
Court, 11th Judicial Circuit, Chancery, Case 
No. 63C4728, RJLP. 

132. "Suit Lays Claim to Heart of Miami," 
Miami News, April 23, 1963, "Lewis Claim 
May Pay Off," Key West Citizen, May 22, 
1963, copies in RJLP. 

133. Miller Davis to Robert J. Lewis,April24, 
1963, RJLP. 

134. Minutes of Meeting, Lewis Properties, 
Inc., undated, RJLP. 

135. "Property Claim is Explained by Lewis," 
Key West Gazette, June 10, 1963, copy in 
RJLP. 
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136. Judgment, Sanders us. Lewis, December 
13, 1963, Robert J. Lewis to Joseph 
Jennings, July 3, 1964, RJLP. 

137. "Lewis Loses, WillAppeal," Key West Citi
zen, December 15, 1963, Robert J. Lewis to 
SaulT. Von Zamft, January 27, 1964, RJLP. 

138. J. Y. Porter, IV to Joseph F. Jennings, Feb
ruary 6, 12, 17, March 9, 1964, Jennings to 
Porter, March 3, 1964, Robert J. Lewis to 
Manuel Zaiac, March 18, 1964, Zaiac to 
Lewis, April 17, May 28, 1964, Memoran
dum, Robert J. Lewis to defendants in 
Karnegis case, April 18, 1964, Lewis to 
Harry Smith, June 15, 1964, Lewis to 
Jennings, July 3, 1964, RJLP. 

139. Robert J. Lewis to Joseph F. Jennings, 
July 3, 1964, Jennings to Lewis, July 29, 
1964; Order, June 11, 1964, Robert J. Lewis 
et al. us. Peter J. Sanders et al., Court of 
Appeals, Third District, Case No. 64-202. 

140. J.Y. Porter, IV to Joseph F. Jennings, June 
18, 1964, Robert J. Lewis to Jennings, un
dated, RJLP. 

141. Joseph F. Jennings to Robert J. Lewis, 
August 20, September 23, 1964, Lewis to 
Jennings, September 21, 1964, RJLP. 

142. Lawyer Referral Service of Dade County 
Bar Association to Robert J. Lewis, Septem
ber 29, 1964, Lewis to Joseph F. Jennings, 
October 12, 1964, Jennings to Lewis, Octo
ber 14, 1964, RJLP. 

143. Anthony Capodilupo to Robert J. Lewis, 
March 7, 1966, Dan G. Wheeler, Jr. to Lewis, 
February 10, 1966, Jesse J. McCrary, Jr. to 
Lewis, February 8, 1967, RJLP. 
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The year 1944 was of course a 
memorable year in American as well 
as world history. World War II had 
reached its critical stage. Millions of 
Americans were serving in the armed 
forces, and millions more were en
gaged in civilian war work. Depres
sion concerns, which had focused the 
entire attention of the country dur
ing the previous decade, were re
placed with the overwhelming war 
objectives o£1941-1945. During these 

by DONALD G. LESTER 

years, winning the war was all that 
really seemed to matter. 

In spite of the national obses
sion with war issues, American elec
tions were held according to the regu
lar schedule. In 1944, not only was a 
presidential election scheduled, but 
one-third of the United States Sen
ate and all of the House of Represen
tatives positions were at stake. Many 
states also had gubernatorial elec
tions. In Florida, Senator Claude 

By the 1940s, the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, under the ag
gressive ownership of Governor Robert H. Gore, took an active and 
partisan role in politics on the local, state, and national levels. Dur
ing the 1944 senate campaign, Gore used his newspaper to conduct a 
vigorous attack on both Senator Claude Pepper and the New Deal 
administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. The race issue 
also played a significant part in the campaign, emphasizing the fact 
that, politically, Broward County remained part of the "Solid South." 
These factors combined to make the campaign one of the county's most 
memorable and most contentious. 

Donald G. Lester, a frequent contributor to Broward Legacy, is 
Assistant Professor Emeritus of History and Political Science at Mid
dle Georgia College. He moved to Fort Lauderdale with his family in 
1925, graduated from Fort Lauderdale High School and the Univer
sity of Miami, and currently resides in Glades County. He was the 
recipient of the Broward County Historical Commission's Cooper C. 
Kirk Memorial Award in 1992 and was named the 1993 Distinguished 
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Pepper, staunch New Dealer and ar
dent pre-World War II intervention
ist, faced a serious challenge to re
main in the position he had held since 
1936.1 

In 1944, Florida was part of the 
Democratic Solid South. The hold
ing of an elective office depended 
upon success in the white Democratic 
primary, with participation limited to 
members of the Caucasian race. Un
til1937, the payment of a poll tax was 
a prerequisite for voting. According 
to Democratic primary rules in effect 
since 1901, a majority of votes was 
required for election. In case no can
didate received a majority of the first 
primary votes, a run-off election was 
held between the two top contenders. 
The reason for this rule-which pre
dominated in the southern states, 
though not in the country as a whole 
- was that in the South the Demo
cratic nomination was tantamount to 
election. The Democratic primary 
therefore attracted a multitude of 
candidates, and it was deemed im
proper to award the nomination, and 
thus the election, to the top vote-get
ter if a majority of voters had voted 
against him. The Republican party 
existed chiefly as a patronage orga
nization. In case the Republicans 



World War II affected all aspects of life in 1944. Here, servicemen and 
volunteers gather at the Fort Lauderdale Service Men's Center, lo
cated in a building loaned to the city by R. H. Gore (courtesy of Allan 
McElhiney). 

were able to win a presidential elec
tion, local Republican chieftains 
hoped to obtain "cushy" federaljobs.2 

In 1944, race consciousness was 
much in evidence in the southern 
states, including Florida. Racial seg
regation laws were in effect, and 
white supremacy was very much a 
viable political position. Whenever 
the race issue surfaced in a primary 
election campaign, all of the candi
dates usually took the same side, 
each claiming that he was strong and 
sincere on the issue, while his oppo
nents were soft and insincere. Often 
the total vote in the Democratic pri
mary was larger than the vote in the 
general election. Unlike many states, 
which have "open 9rimaries," partici
pation in Florida's Democratic pri
mary was-and is-confined to reg
istered Democrats, and in 1944, be
cause of the racial restriction, the 
Democratic party was a "white 
person's party." 

In Broward County, as in many 
other communities throughout the 
country, the local press played a lead
ing part in the political scene. And, 
in 1944, the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News wielded much political influ
ence. The history of the Daily News 
and its predecessors in many ways 
paralleled the political history of the 

city and county, and set the stage for 
the memorable senatorial contest of 
1944. 

George G. Mathews, the 
founder of the paper, was born inAla
bama in 1855. His parents, impov
erished by the Civil War and embit
tered by the Confederate defeat, de
cided against living in a country "run 
by a bunch of Yankees," and moved 
the family to Brazil shortly after the 
conclusion of the war. Mathews con
tinued to live in Brazil for many years 
before moving to Marion County, 
Florida, in 1882. He represented that 
county in the 1893 session of the 
Florida Legislature, and, later that 
same year, was appointed United 
States consul at Para (Belem), Bra
zil, by President Cleveland. He re
tained that position for five years, 
and then returned to Marion County. 
In 1907, he returned to the Florida 
Legislature, where he emerged 1;\S a 
strong supporter of Governor Napo
leon B. Broward's Everglades drain
age program. It was in this capacity 
that Mathews, in 1907, made his first 
trip to Fort Lauderdale as part of a 
legislative delegation investigating 
factors connected with drainage. He 
moved to Fort Lauderdale as a per
manent resident on December 30, 
1910.3 
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At the time Mathews arrived in 
Fort Lauderdale, the village boasted 
one local newspaper, the weekly Fort 
Lauderdale Herald, which had been 
established earlier that year by Will
iam Heine. However, no paper was 
printed locally; the Herald was 
printed in Deland and shipped to Fort 
Lauderdale for distribution. 

A journalist by profession, hav
ing published newspapers in Bartow 
and Tarpon Springs, Mathews de
cided to start a weekly newspaper to 
rival the already existing Herald, and 
on March 10, 1911, published the first 
issue of the Fort Lauderdale Senti
nel. Nearly three months after the 
first issue of Mathews' newspaper ap
peared, the town of Fort Lauderdale 
was officially incorporated by the 
state legislature, with William H. 
Marshall as the first mayor.4 

Mter much political skirmish
ing, which spanned several years, 
Broward County was created in 1915 
from the northern part of Dade 
County and the southern part of 
Palm Beach County. The new county 
was named after the late Governor 
Broward, whose drainage program 
had done much to open the region for 
agriculture and settlement. Fort 
Lauderdale was designated as the 
county seat, even though Dania and 
Pompano were older corporate enti
ties, and former Fort Lauderdale 
Mayor Marshall became the first 
Broward County representative in 
the state legislature. 

George G. Mathews was elected 
mayor of Fort Lauderdale in 1913, 
becoming the second man to hold that 
position. In 1916, he made an un
successful effort to win election as a 
county judge, and two years later 
failed in an attempt to unseat 
Marshall as Broward County's rep
resentative in the legislature.6 

By 1920, the United States cen
sus listed the population of Fort Lau
derdale as about 2,000, and that of 
Broward County as approximately 
5,000. In response to this growth, 
Mathews stepped up publication of 
the Sentinel to twice a week, a step 
also taken by the Herald, now pub
lished by Fort Lauderdale attorney 
Carl P. Weidling. Then, late in 1924, 
as the Florida land boom began to 
gather momentum, Mathews took 
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the big step, and the Evening Senti
nel, as the paper had come to be 
known, became a daily. Mathews 
continued to publish the paper for 
several months before he sold it to 
the Galvin brothers of Lima, Ohio, 
for $140,000. In short order, the 
Galvins bought out the Herald and 
renamed the combined paper the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening 
Sentinel.s 

From the beginning of his 
Broward County career, George G. 
Mathews took an aggressive stand on 
the political issues of the day, setting 
a precedent that would be followed 
by subsequent publishers of the 
newspaper. During the Napoleon 
Broward era, he continued his strong 
support for the governor, particularly 
concerning the Everglades drainage 
program. In 1916, Mathews vigor
ously supported the successful guber
natorial campaign of Sidney J . Catts, 
who, running on a strongly worded 
prohibitionist and anti-Catholic plat
form, defeated William V. Knott, the 
candidate of the Democratic estab
lishment. In 1927, Mathews opposed 
the erection of the new Broward 
County courthouse. Then, late in his 
career, he served as president of the 
local 'lbwnsend Club. 

From the time of his arrival in 
Fort Lauderdale, Mathews remained 
extremely thrilled over the 
community's prospects for the future. 
In 1925, he predicted that the city's 
population would reach 50,000 by 
1930. After his retirement from his 
publishing enterprises, he remained 
deeply involved in civic affairs, and 
subsequently made three unsuccess
ful efforts to obtain elective office, as 
city commissioner in 1927, as county 
commissioner in 1928, and again as 
city commissioner in 1929. That fi
nal defeat, when he was seventy-four 
years old, ended Mathews' efforts to 
win elective office. Nevertheless, he 
continued to be active in civic enter
prises and political causes, remain
ing a colorful and conspicuous figure 
in Fort Lauderdale until his death in 
1944 in his eighty-ninth year. 

The middle of the 1920s wit
nessed the height of the Florida land 
boom. Prices skyrocketed. The 
Galvin brothers took advantage of the 
business boom and sold the Fort Lau-

Robert H. Gore 

derdale Daily News to Thomas and 
Horace Stilwell for $480,000. The 
Stilwell brothers soon ran into finan
cial trouble as the boom started to 
break. The downturn in business 
was accompanied by a devastating 
hurricane in 1926 which played 
havoc with much of south Florida and 
destroyed much of Fort Lauderdale. 
Property damage in Hollywood and 
Miami was also extensive, but the 
largest death toll was in the tiny town 
of Moore Haven, situated on the 
southwestern shore of Lake 
Okeechobee. Of the 392 reported 
Florida deaths caused by the storm, 
Moore Haven counted for 300. 

Nineteen twenty-eight brought 
the failure of the Fort Lauderdale 
Bank and Trust Company, and, later 
that year, a second devastating hur
ricane. Thus, by the waning years of 
the 1920s, south Florida had entered 
a period of hard times which soon 
melted into the Great Depression, by 
far the longest and most severe eco
nomic disaster in American history. 
This was the situation when Robert 
H. Gore of Chicago appeared on the 
Fort Lauderdale scene and bought 

the Daily News from the Stilwell 
brothers for $75,000. The fact that 
Gore paid only one-sixth of the 
amount that the Stilwells had paid 
the Galvins three years previously 
indicates the tremendous drop in 
prices during the Depression years. 7 

Robert Hayes Gore was born in 
Knottsville, Kentucky, on May 24, 
1886. He entered St. Mary's College 
in St. Mary, Kentucky, where he fin
ished his college work and graduated 
in two years. After several nonde
script jobs, Gore began his career in 
journalism as a reporter for the 
Owensboro Inquirer. After stints 
with several other newspapers in the 
Midwest, he came up with the idea 
of selling insurance through newspa
pers and having paper boys collect 
the premiums when they made their 
regular collections. The idea caught 
on, and Gore eventually became in
volved primarily in the insurance 
business.8 

His newspaper work also led 
Gore into the political field. In 1912 
he supported Theodore Roosevelt 
when the former president attempted 
a political comeback by running as 



the presidential candidate of the Pro
gressive Party. In 1920, Gore cam
paigned for the release of the famed 
Socialist leader and five-time presi
dential candidate Eugene V. Debs, 
who was languishing in a federal 
prison for violating the espionage 
laws during World War I. In a news
paper editorial, Gore called Debs a 
martyr and made the astonishing 
comparison of the Socialist leader 
with John Brown.9 

In 1929, Gore was in Fort Lau-
. derdale, and there paid a visit to the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News to sell 
insurance. His conversation with 
'Ibm Stilwell developed into a strange 
turnaround. Instead of buying Gore's 
insurance plan, Stilwell offered the 
paper to Gore for $90,000. In return, 
Gore offered $75,000, which Stilwell 
eventually accepted. Robert H. Gore 
would publish the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News for the next thirty-four 
years. Throughout this period, he 
kept a very firm grip on the opera
tions and policies of the newspaper. 

Gore was an early backer of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt for the Demo
cratic presidential nomination in 
1932. He had first met the future 
president in 1931. Mter Roosevelt 
was nominated on the fourth ballot 
at the Democratic National Conven
tion in Chicago, Gore became active 
in his campaign, working closely with 
the Democratic National Committee. 
In 1932, the country was in the throes 
of the Great Depression, which was 
called by critics of the Hoover admin
istration "the Hoover Depression." 
The Democrats took advantage of 
such popular sentiment and scored a 
landslide victory. Roosevelt defeated 
the incumbent president by a mar
gin of 4 72 electoral votes to fifty-nine, 
and carried forty-two of the forty
eight states. The Democrats also won 
a substantial majority in both houses 
of Congress. 

With this victory, the Democrats 
took control of the White House for 
the first time in twelve years. Many 
"deserving" and patronage-hungry 
party members, having been pushed 
away from the public trough for a 
dozen years, hungered for the spoils 
of office. Robert H. Gore got in line 
with other "Deserving Democrats" to 
wait for the spoils of office, having 

his eye on the position of collector of 
internal revenue. Whether or not 
Gore had any real chance of obtain
ing such a powerful and prestigious 
position is far from certain, since he 
found himself in competition with 
genuine political and financial heavy
weights, most of whom had a record 
of party regularity far longer than 
Gore's. 

Regardless of his initial pros
pects, any chance that Gore might 
have had for the position "went down 
the drain" as a result of an ill-advised 
speech in Havana, Cuba, where a 
group of"Deserving Democrats" went 
for a victory celebration. In a speech 
before a group of prominent Ameri
cans and Cubans, Gore told the Cu
bans to end the unrest then plagu
ing their country, or the new Ameri
can president would send an army to 
"do the job for you." The audience, 
both Cuban and American, was 
stunned.10 

During the early part of 1933, 
Cuba was under the grip of the 
Machado dictatorship, but there was 
much unrest throughout the island. 
The Platt Amendment was still in ef
fect, and, as a result, many Cubans 
were very touchy, to the point of be
ing paranoid, on the subject ofAmeri
can intervention. Gore's intemper
ate remarks destroyed any chance he 
may have had to become collector of 
internal revenue, but he could not be 
pushed away from the public trough 
so easily. He had loyally supported 
the party's national ticket, and, ac
cording to the rules of the political 
game, had "to be taken care of." So, 
in due time, Robert H. Gore was ap
pointed Governor of Puerto Rico. His 
nomination was confirmed by the 
senate, and Gore and his family 
moved to San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
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where the new governor assumed the 
duties of office. 

Governor Gore's inaugural ad
dress lasted twenty minutes, and, 
during that speech, he made two pro
posals that did not sit well with many 
people in the United States. First he 
advocated cock fighting and sup
ported promoting that barbarous ac
tivity as a national sport to attract 
tourists to the island. Many Ameri
cans could not help but wonder at the 
caliber of tourists who would be at
tracted by that cruel "sport." Hu
manitarian organizations in the 
United States were outraged and 
complained to President Roosevelt, 
who referred them to the proper gov
ernment agencies. Apparently the 
matter was eventually lost in the gov
ernment bureaucracy. Gore's second 
proposal was that there be a vast mi
gration of Puerto Ricans to Florida. 
Puerto Ricans had already been set
tling in New York City, and Gore com
mented that New York was too far 
away and the climate unsuitable for 
Caribbean emigrants. Florida, he 
pointed out, was much closer and had 
a climate similar to that of the island 
territory. No doubt this proposal 
pleased many New Yorkers, but it in
furiated most Floridians, including 
Governor Dave Sholtz, who publicly 
denounced the scheme. This dispute 
was probably the cause of the 
longstanding feud between Gover
nors Gore and Sholtz. 

Upon taking office, Robert H. 
Gore found himself facing an impos
sible task. He was confronted with a 
no-win situation, attempting to gov
ern a territory bitterly divided over 
a number of issues, the most notable 
being the future status of the island 
in relation to the United States. One 
faction favored complete indepen-

R. H. Gore taking the oath of office as Governor of Puerto Rico, 1933. 
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dence, while another favored state
hood. Still another was willing to 
settle for commonwealth status. 
None of the groups were satisfied 
with the current situation, and this 
dissatisfaction led to much violence, 
including attempts on the governor's 
life. 

In addition to dealing with this 
difficult situation, Gore had a feel
ing that he was losing the support of 
the Roosevelt administration. His re
lationship with James A. Farley, 
chairman of the Democratic National 
Committee and now postmaster gen
eral, had become estranged as a re
sult of the Havana speech. Faced 
with mounting difficulties, Gore re
signed as Governor of Puerto Rico in 
January 1934. He had served only 
six months, but he cherished the title 
of"Governor" for the rest of his life. 11 

In 1935, Gore established his 
official residence in Fort Lauderdale, 
where he owned the newspaper he 
had purchased six years earlier. Soon 
after settling in the city, he also be
came a principal downtown property 
owner. At the urging of Fort Lau
derdale attorney George W. English, 
Jr., he purchased the unfinished Will 
Mar Hotel, a casualty of the collapse 
of the Florida boom, which had re
mained an eyesore for over a decade. 
Gore completed the unsightly skel
eton structure, and opened it for busi
ness as the Governor's Club Hotel in 
the fall of 1937. The Governor's Club 
became Robert H. Gore's greatest 
property acquisition and remained 
Fort Lauderdale's most famous and 
prestigious hotel for the next forty 
years. 

AI:, previously noted, Gore, in his 
capacity as publisher of the Fort Lau
derdale Daily News, maintained firm 
control of the paper's policies. He 
took strong stands on issues, person
alities, and candidates, on the na
tional, state, and local levels. Some 
of his personal feuds became legend
ary. His rift with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, for example, became 
deeper, and Gore eventually became 
an outspoken critic of Roosevelt and 
his policies. 

Gore flourished during the era 
of personal journalism. At the 
present time, it is close to impossible 
to determine the person responsible 

for the editorial opinions expressed 
in the daily press. Responsibility is 
hidden behind a maze offaceless cor
porations and editorial boards. But 
during the years 1929-1963, every 
knowledgeable person in Fort Lau
derdale knew who was responsible 
for the opinions expressed in the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News. He was 
Robert H. Gore, the publisher of the 
paper.12 

The first of Gore's open feuds 
with persons of political importance 
came in 1936, when the Fort Lauder
dale Daily News opened a torrent of 
abuse against the local congressman, 
J . Mark Wilcox of West Palm Beach. 
Wilcox was born in Willacoochee, 
Georgia, in 1890. In 1910 he had 
graduated from the Mercer Univer
sity law school, where his classmates 
had included Fort Lauderdale attor
neys Dwight L. Rogers and John E. 
Morris. He had arrived in West Palm 
Beach from Brunswick, Georgia, in 
1925, and seven years later scored a 
political upset that attracted national 
attention when he defeated Ruth 
Bryan Owen, the daughter of Will
iam Jennings Bryan, in a congres
sional election. Wilcox, the chal
lenger, favored repeal of the prohibi
tion amendment, while Mrs. Owen, 
the incumbent and the first woman 
elected to Congress from the Deep 
South, was loyal to the political prin-

ciples of her father and favored re
tention of the amendment. Wilcox 
was reelected in 1934 against nomi
nal opposition, and with the support 
of the Fort Lauderdale Daily News. 

As the Great Depression lin
gered on, Florida politics experienced 
a marked leftward drift, the move
ments to the left of the New Deal re
ceiving much popular support 
throughout the state. Huey Long's 
"Share Our Wealth" program at
tracted many Floridians, as did the 
'Ibwnsend old-age pension plan. This 
plan, conceived by Dr. Francis E. 
'Ibwnsend of Long Beach, California, 
proposed having the United States 
government pay a pension of $200 a 
month to every person over sixty 
years of age. A total of $400 a month 
for a man and his wife was a tremen
dous sum during those lean Depres
sion years. There was one condition 
attached to the proposal-the recipi
ent would be required to spend the 
$200 in the United States within one 
month, insuring more money in cir
culation. The Townsend plan pen
sions would be financed by a two per
cent national sales tax. Townsend 
clubs sprang up across Florida dur
ing the mid and late 1930s, and de
veloped tremendous political clout. 
In 1936, and again in 1938, Florida 
office seekers had to be prepared to 
declare themselves on the Townsend 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 



Dr. Francis E. 'lbwnsendt 
creator of the Townsend Plan. 

Plan, and, needless to say, most 
Florida politicians supported the 
plan. One of the few exceptions was 
the fourth district congressman, J. 
Mark Wilcox of West Palm Beach, 
who declared his opposition, and thus 
became the favorite target of the 
Townsend clubs during successive 
campaigns. 

In order to understand the po
litical climate of the time, it must be 
emphasized that the "leftward drift" 
of Florida politics during the 1930s 
had nothing to do with Communism 
or Socialism. The people were sim
ply reacting to the cruel economic re
alities of the Great Depression. In 
fact, this "leftward drift" had very 
little to do with wliat passes for lib
eralism today. 

'Ibwnsend strength was further 
indicated in the June 1936 Demo
cratic primary, when little-known 
Miami attorney Pat Cannon, twice an 
unsuccessful candidate for the Miami 
City Commission, launched a serious 
challenge against two-term incum
bent Congressman Wilcox. Cannon 
enjoyed the all-out support of the 
'Ibwnsend clubs. Robert H. Gore, 
through the pages of the Fort Lau
derdale Daily News, also gave full 
support to Cannon. For some rea
son, Gore had had a definite falling 
out with Wilcox since the 1934 Demo-

cratic primary. Editorial after edito
rial criticized the incumbent con
gressman.13 

While confronting the formi
dable congressman, Gore met his 
match in the matter of political vitu
peration. Wilcox was a "street 
fighter" and could certainly equal 
Gore in trading insults. In a speech 
at Fort Lauderdale's Stranahan Park, 
Wilcox denounced Gore by name, 
ridiculed Gore's record as Governor 
of Puerto Rico, made a number of 
unflattering references to Gore's 
character, and gave his side of the 
differences with Gore. Wilcox 
claimed that Gore demanded that 
certain people be appointed to federal 
patronage positions, and that he re
fused to comply. Wilcox won the 
Democratic primary contest, but the 
'Ibwnsend clubs' support of Cannon 
made the contest closer than had 
originally been expected. 14 

Fort Lauderdale attorney Tho
mas E. Swanson was the Republican 
candidate to oppose Wilcox in the 
November general election, and an
nounced his all-out support of the 
'Ibwnsend Plan. The Townsend clubs 
throughout the Fourth Congressional 
District announced their support of 
Swanson. This development greatly 
concerned the Democratic ~eaders. 
Although the Democratic nomination 
was normally tantamount to election, 
the 'Ibwnsendites were single-issue 
voters and felt very strongly concern
ing that issue. Democratic leaders 
were not sure that the party ranks 
would hold. Gore also gave his com
plete support to Swanson. Neverthe
less, party ranks held firmly enough 
for Wilcox to retain his seat by a com
fortable margin. Thus 1936 was a 
banner year for Wilcox. In June and 
again in November he defeated both 
the 'Ibwnsendites and Robert H. Gore 
and the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News.15 

Nineteen thirty-six was also a 
watershed year for Gore and his 
newspaper. That year marked the 
beginning of the publisher's public 
controversies with state and national 
political figures. Fred P. Cone was 
elected governor with the strong sup
port of Broward Sheriff Walter R. 
Clark and Fort Lauderdale attorney 
John D. Kennedy. Gore also sup-

Broward Legacy-29 

ported Cone, and, as a reward, was 
appointed by the new governor to the 
Florida Board of Control. 

In the year 1936, Florida's two 
longtime United States senators died 
within six weeks of each other. Park 
Trammell, in office since 1917, died 
on May 8, and Florida's senior sena
tor, Duncan U. Fletcher, in office 
since 1909, died on June 17. In a 
special Democratic primary to fill 
Trammell's unexpired term, Charles 
0. Andrews of Orlando, a little
known former circuit judge who 
years before had presided over a pan
handle circuit, scored an upset vic
tory over the better-known former 
governor, Doyle E. Carlton of Tampa. 
Andrews' victory was largely the re
sult of the support he received from 
the powerful 'Ibwnsend clubs. In the 
contest to fill Fletcher's unexpired 
term, Claude Pepper, a young Talla
hassee attorney who had barely 
missed unseating Trammell two 
years previously, was unopposed in 
the Democratic primary and had no 
Republican opponent in the Novem
ber general election. Pepper was to 
be a major force in Florida politics for 
the next fifty-three years.16 

Claude Pepper was born in 
Dudley,Alabama, SeptemberS, 1900. 
He graduated from the University of 
Alabama in 1921 and the Harvard 
Law School in 1924.17 At Harvard he 
was a classmate of Fort Lauderdale 
attorney George W. English, Jr. Pep
per taught at the University of Ar
kansas Law School during the 1924-
25 school year, then decided to go into 
the private practice of law, and in 
1925 moved to Perry, Florida. In 
1928, he entered the Democratic pri
mary in an effort to gain a seat in 
the state legislature, and managed to 
defeat the incumbent. While he was 
in the legislature, a vote took place 
on a house resolution which would 
be forgotten for more than half a cen
tury, but would be revived in the 
1980s for obvious reasons. 

In 1929, soon after the Hoovers 
moved into the White House, Mrs. 
Hoover gave a tea for congressional 
wives. It so happened that Congress
man Oscar DePriest, a Chicago Re
publican, was a Negro. The invita
tions were delivered, the tea was 
held, and Mrs. DePriest attended. 
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Senator Duncan U. Fletcher 

That should have been the end of the 
matter, but it was not. On June 17, 
1929, Representatives Way of 
Pinellas County and Getzen of 
Sumter County introduced a resolu
tion in the Florida House which read: 

Whereas, it has become com
mon knowledge that at a social 
function held in the city of Wash
ington at the White House, the 
official residence of the president 
of the United States, presided 
over by the wife of the president, 
a negro woman by the name of 
DePriest was entertained and re
ceived on terms of equality with 
the white ladies present; 

And whereas, we believe 
that social intercourse between 
the white and black races is con
trary to decency and subversive 
to the best interests of all parties 
concerned; 

And whereas, there has al
ways existed in the southern 
states and always shall exist, a 
line of demarcation between the 
social status of the white and 
negro races; 

And whereas, during the 
presidential campaign in the year 
1928 the charge was made that 
Herbert Hoover, then a candidate 

Senator Claude D. Pepper 

for president of the United States, 
and now president, had by order 
as secretary of commerce directed 
that no distinction, so far as seg
regation was concerned, should 
be made between the white and 
negro employees of said depart
ment, which charge was denied 
by the allies and supporters of the 
said Herbert Hoover; 

And whereas, the electorate 
of the state of Florida, believing 
that the said Herbert Hoover 
would discourage social equality 
and deny to the negro what has 
always been denied, did give to 
the said Herbert Hoover a major
ity of the votes cast in the national 
election held on the sixth day of 
November, 1928, and the electoral 
votes of said state of Florida; 

Now, therefore, be it re
solved by the house of represen
tatives of the state of Florida that 
the act of Mrs. Hoover in thus en
tertaining a negro woman on a 
parity with white ladies was both 

shameful and disgraceful, and if 
persisted in will destroy the pres
tige of the Anglo-Saxon race and 
set at naught the social fabric of 
the country that has for ages 
guarded and kept sacred the pu
rity of our Anglo-Saxon blood 
which stands for the highest type 
of Americanism. 

Be it further resolved that 
Hon. Glenn B. Skipper, republi
can national committeeman for 
the state of Florida be requested 
and urged to convey to the presi
dent of the United States the ear
nest protest of the house of repre
sentatives and that he use his in
fluence with the president to the 
end that incidents hereinbefore 
alluded to be discontinued. 

Be it further resolved that 
this resolution be entered on the 
journal of the house of represen
tatives that it may stand for all 
time as a protest against any ef
fort to accord the negro race so
cial equality with the white race. 18 



The resolution passed by a vote 
of seventy-one to thirteen. Claude 
Pepper had the good luck to vote with 
the opposition. That meaningless 
resolution had no impact in Florida 
at that time or in the future. It never 
became an issue in Pepper's six cam
paigns for the United States Senate. 
In fact, it was forgotten for more than 
a half century before being resur
rected in the 1980s. Pepper men
tioned it in his memoirs, published 
in 1987, referring to it as "my first 
civil rights vote. "19 He did admit in 
his memoirs that, "I was not as lib
eral on the race issue as I later be
came," which was certainly an under
statement. Of course the incredible 
resolution had nothing to do with 
"civil rights;" it concerned White 
House etiquette and good manners. 
At the time of Pepper's death in 1989, 
much was said and written concern
ing his negative vote on the 1929 
resolution. The motive was obviously 
to give Pepper a civil rights record 
during a period in his career when 
none existed. 

Claude Pepper was defeated for 
reelection in the 1930 Democratic pri
mary. In his memoirs, he blamed the 
1929 vote for his defeat, which prob
ably was not true. Incumbents were 
far more apt to be defeated then than 
they are now. Pepper himself, after 
only three years' residence in Perry, 
had defeated the incumbent in 1928. 
Significantly, Pepper's 1930 opponent 
did not make the DePriest resolution 
vote an issue in the campaign. 

Mter his 1930 loss, Claude Pep
per decided to look for "greener pas
tures," and moved to Tallahassee, 
where he engaged in the practice of 
law. In 193~ he decided to enter the 
Democratic primary against three
term incumbent Senator Park 
Trammell, who had never been de
feated in any election since he had 
been elected mayor of Lakeland in 
1899 at the age of twenty-three. It 
seemed as though Pepper faced an 
impossible task. He had only held 
one elective position, that of a one
term member of the Florida Legisla
ture-certainly not an impressive 
record. However, in Broward County, 
he enjoyed the active and aggressive 
support of his law school classmate, 
George W. English, Jr., who worked 

vigorously in Pepper's behalf. En
glish would remain a loyal supporter 
throughout Pepper's career. In the 
meantime, Pepper stumped the state 
in behalf of his seemingly hopeless 
candidacy. The results were amaz
ing. In the first primary, he trailed 
the invincible Trammell by only 2,000 
votes. The vote was: 

Park Trammell ........... 81,321 
Claude Pepper ............ 79,396 
C. A. Mitchell ............ .. 3o,455 
James S. Sikes ............ 14,558 
Hortense Wells ........... 8,16720 

A run-off primary election was 
now in order. Trammell realized that 
he was in serious political trouble, so 
he put his people to work and was 
able to score a narrow victory. In the 
run-off Trammell topped Pepper by 
a little more than 4,000 votes, the 
vote count being: 

Trammell ........... .......... 103,078 
Pepper . ... . ... .. ..... ... ....... 98,97821 

Serious misgivings arose over 
the vote count in Hillsborough 
County, which Trammell carried by 
a surprisingly lop-sided margin. 
However, Pepper refused to issue a 
challenge to the official result, an 
action which paid off two years hence. 

As previously stated, in 1936 
Pepper was rewarded with a "free 
ride" to the United States Senate 
when he was unopposed in both the 
Democratic primary and the general 
election in the special race to fill the 
unexpired term of deceased Senator 
Duncan U. Fletcher. To a great ex
tent, this lack of opposition can be 
credited to Pepper's gracious conces
sion to Trammel two years earlier. As 
senator, Pepper soon stood out as an 
ardent champion of the New Deal, 
the Townsend Plan, and the Cross 
State Canal. 22 

Claude Pepper served the re
maining two years of Duncan 
Fletcher's term, and in 1938 faced 
election for a full term. This time, 
he faced tough competition. Fourth 
District Congressman J. Mark Wilcox 
of West Palm Beach, arch foe of the 
Townsend Plan, and former Gover
nor Dave Sholtz both filed against 
Pepper. Two minor candidates also 
entered the fray. Robert H. Gore, 
through the pages of the Fort Lau-
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derdale Daily News, seemed uncon
cerned about Pepper's candidacy. 
Gore had two old scores to settle. His 
feud with Wilcox had been rehashed 
during the 1936 campaign, so this 
time he directed his major journalis
tic blasts at Sholtz. 

In the ensuing campaign, Pep
per declared his undying devotion to 
the New Deal and the Townsend 
Plan. Dave Sholtz did the same, but 
criticized Pepper for not getting the 
Townsend Plan passed into law. 
Sholtz also directed his fire at Gov
ernor Cone. J . Mark Wilcox repeated 
his opposition to the Townsend Plan 
and declared that though he had 
voted for most of President 
Roosevelt's policies he was not going 
to be a "rubber stamp." Pepper had 
the support of Governor Cone, the 
Townsend clubs, organized labor, and 
many political leaders throughout 
the state. 

In the senatorial candidacy pri
mary, Senator Claude Pepper scored 
the greatest triumph of his career, 
receiving close to sixty percent of the 
entire vote and thus avoiding a run
off. Statewide the vote was: Pepper 
242,350, Wilcox 110,675, Sholtz 
52,785, Moore 5,417, and Merchant 
4,066. In Broward the vote was 
Wilcox 3,064, Pepper 3,013, Sholtz 
624.23 

Pepper's strength was distrib
uted throughout the state, while 
Wilcox's came mainly from the 
Fourth Congressional District, as 
demonstrated by his narrow victory 
in Broward County. Former Gover
nor Dave Sholtz, who had so domi
nated the 1933 and 1935 sessions of 
the Florida Legislature and became 
the political strongman of the state, 
saw his empire collapse "like a house 
of cards." He was completely repu
diated, and the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, in a front page editorial, 
pronounced his political demise: 

EDITORIAL 
Dave Sholtz you're through. 

Voters of Florida wrote Finis for 
you politically. You 've been 
through for a long time, but you 
weren't smart enough to know it. 
You wrote your political death 
warrant in Tallahassee in the 
governor's office. You know how 



32 - Broward Legacy 

you wrote it. lOu know the terms 
in which it was penned. 

'Ibdq,y you are repudiated. 
Florida has not forgotten you, 
Sholtz, Florida cannot forget you 
because the memory of you and 
your regime should be-and will 
be without doubt a constant re
minder against other politicians 
of your type and stripe. 

Thu're through Sholtz. Now 
you can go back to Brooklyn 
whence you came and where your 
particular and peculiar talents 
may be more appreciated than in 
Florida. Or you can go to North 
Carolina and from your spacious 
palace in those classic hills medi
tate on the strange to you phe
nomenon of voters at last acquir
ing the ability to discriminate 
between the real and the false. 

Yes, you can go back to 
Brooklyn or to North Carolina or 
to a certain other place we could 
name but won't, this being a pa
per of large family circulation. 
'We came to bury Caesar, not to 
praise him.' Remember that line? 
Politically you are as dead as the 
Roman emperor. We came to bury 
you, Sholtz, not to praise you. 

And on the figurative shaft 
we have reared over your very 
real political grave on a lonely 
and bleak hillside we are erect
ing a mental monument of slot 
machines, and brown bags, and 
broken promises tinted a deep 
crimson by the blushes you 
brought to the cheeks of honest 
Floridians. 

And on the base of this 
marker we are writing your epi
taph: 'Sholtz, pooey1124 

As the years progressed, Robert 
H. Gore's opposition to the Roosevelt 
administration grew more and more 
intense. In the meantime, Claude 
Pepper developed a national reputa
tion as a supporter of any and all of 
Roosevelt's policies. With Wilcox and 
Sholtz out of the way, Gore finally di
rected his fire toward Pepper. The 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, June 7, 
1941, in a front page editorial, deliv
ered a blistering personal attack on 
Pepper: 

PASS IN REVIEW 
And even the Gods may 

have feet of clay. 
At least that great patriot, 

that self-sacrificing hero of the 
New Deal war cabinet, ... Senator 
Claude Pepper has fallen from 
the lofty heights of perfection, to 
which he attempted to elevate 
himself by glib promises of end
less oration. 

What a shock it must be to 
those who have believed that only 
the highest motives and finest 
ideals have stimulated Claude's 
war campaign, to discover that 
their shiny God is just another 
cheap, four-flushing, petty war 
profiteer, and not a knight in ar
mor setting forth to right 
wrongs ... in a crumbling world. 

Pepper, the country lawyer 
from Alabama, who moved to 
Florida and cashed in on his 
unquestioning loyalty to the ad
ministration, the man who has 
sacrificed his honor, his state, 
and obligations to society, to rep
resent only the President and En
gland now proves to be nothing 
more than another contemptible 
politician. 

We have never approved of 
the brand of alleged representa
tion given by Pepper, but in a way 
we have always been able to ex
cuse to some degree his actions, 
because we did believe that he 
was motivated by a sincere, even 
though fanatical belief that the 
President could do no wrong. 

... Pepper, the man whose 
lust for blood, for death, for de
struction, has driven him to 
preach a doctrine of hate and of 
the glories of war with the zeal of 
a fanatic from the Senate, now 
has exposed his reason for wor
shipping the God of War. 

Elgin Field, one of the army 
air corps' new bases, and Camp 
Blanding, north Florida's new 
multi-million dollar selective ser
vice training center, both offer 
mute testimony as to the stupid, 
blundering, inefficient meddling 
of Pepper, the patriot. 

Yesterday, WPA officials ad
mitted to a Congressional com-

mittee that the cost of paving run
ways at Elgin Field was prohibi
tive, but excused their criminal 
waste of tax money by charging 
that the material agreement was 
forced upon them by Claude Pep-
per. 

When bids were sought on 
asphalt purchases for the air 
base, Allied Materials, Inc., of 
Atlanta offered the best price and 
was to receive the contract, WPA 
officials asserted, when Claude 
Pepper took it upon himself to di
rect awarding of the "fat" defense 
contracts. 

It was an agreement, 
drafted by Pepper, which the WPA 
was forced to approve, that re
sulted in the purchase of 
1,800,000 gallons of asphalt from 
Pan American (not the air line) 
at a prohibitive price, leading to 
the current investigation of profi
teering. 

Meantime the mounting 
charges of corruption and profi
teering in the construction of 
Camp Blanding, now threatening 
to burst out of the capitol build
ing in Washington, also threat
ens to implicate Claude. 

Estimated to cost 
$9,000,000, Camp Blanding will 
represent an investment of more 
than $30,000,000 in tax money 
when it is completed, a condition 
which has been partially brought 
on because of the high cost of fill
ing the swamp selected for the 
camp site, officials charge. 

That site was selected by 
Claude Pepper, who demanded 
its approval before he consented 
to construction of the vital [sic} 
needed army training base. 

.. . But one fact stands out, 
Pepper. .. should be removed from 
the Senate of the United States, 
should be branded forever as the 
"rotten little rat" that he has 
proved himself to be, by all free 
and decent Americans. 

... Yes, Claude, you have been 
in Washington for a long time, 
and until now, have successfully 
hidden the rotten personal mo
tives that govern your brand of 
representation, but now that the 



truth has come out, and we know 
you for what you are, just another 
insignificant, petty, rotten politi
cal rat, we believe that the time 
has come when you should be re
moved forever from official circles 
and condemned to eternal dis
grace among free, decent, and 
honest men. 

w.g.w.25 

"W. G. W." was William G. 
Warnock, the editor of the paper. 

Two days later a startling event 
took place. An apology appeared in 
Gore's paper. On June 9, 1941, in the 
"Pass in Review" editorial, Warnock 
wrote that he had been out of line 
and that he had not cleared the edi
torial with the publisher. Since most 
people assumed that nothing ap
peared in the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News without the prior permission of 
Gore, the apology was in itself a news 
story.26 

Claude Pepper continued his 
all-out support of Roosevelt's policies, 
both foreign and domestic. He fa
vored all-out aid to England, and dur
ing the pre-Pearl Harbor era was 
probably the most extreme interven
tionist in the United States Senate. 
Mter the Pearl Harbor attack, Pep
per favored all-out prosecution of the 
war. In the meantime, Robert H. 
Gore continued his newspaper as
sault on Pepper, criticizing the 
senator's support of the cross state 
canal, as well as his voting record in 
its entirety. 

During the crucial war year of 
1944, Claude Pepper had to face the 
voters in a bid for another term in 
the United States Senate. While the 
Depression decade of the 1930s had 
witnessed a marked leftward drift in 
Florida politics, the wartime decade 
of the 1940s saw a marked rightward 
drift. This change in the political cli
mate insured that Pepper would face 
stiff opposition in his bid for reelec
tion. 

Millard B. Conklin, a young 
Daytona Beach attorney who had 
once served as Florida assistant at
torney general and who had in 1940 
made an unsuccessful bid for attor
ney general in the Democratic pri
mary, was the first candidate to file 
against Pepper. Conklin based his 
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candidacy mainly on the issue of 
white supremacy. He attacked Pep
per, Roosevelt, and the New Deal for 
undermining white supremacy and 
states rights. 

The 1944 Broward County po
litical campaign "kicked off" with the 
annual Jackson Day dinner held at 
the Broward Hotel on February 17. 
Mrs. Christine Edenfield, a longtime 
member of the Broward County 
Democratic Executive Committee, 
made most of the arrangements. It 
was a gala occasion, with Senator 
Harry S. Truman of Missouri as the 
main speaker. Judge Boyd H. Ander
son served as toastmaster, and those 
present included Senator Claude 
Pepper and his only announced op
ponent to date, Millard Conklin. Also 
present was State Senator Frank D. 
Upchurch, a candidate for governor, 
and the Broward Democratic hierar
chy, which included Fort Lauderdale 
attorney Dwight L. Rogers, a candi
date for congress, his partner John 
E. Morris, Sheriff Walter R. Clark, 
Judge George W. Tedder, Sr., School 
Superintendent U. J. Bennett, Pros
ecuting Attorney W. Gerry Miller, 
Assistant State Attorney Louis F. 
Maire, Supervisor of Registration 
Easter L. Gates, County Commission
ers C. B. Smith and Luther 
Remsburg, Tax Collector W. 0. 
Berryhill, Clerk of Court E . R. 
Bennett, school board member A. J. 
Musselman, and members of the 
Broward County Democratic Execu
tive Committee. In addition, the 
party faithful from all parts of the 
county attended. The proceeds were 
used to fill the party coffers. Also 
present was one man who could no 
longer be considered part of the 
"party faithful"-Robert H. Gore 
publisher of the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily NewsY 

Senator Harry S. Truman had 
a busy schedule. On his way to 
Broward County, he stopped at 
Clewiston to make a speech at the 
Clewiston Inn. He then proceeded 
to Fort Lauderdale, not realizing the 
verbal fireworks that were going to 
erupt at the Jackson Day Dinner.28 

Dwight L. Rogers and Repre 
sentative John W. Burwell thanked 
the Democrats for their patronage 
and Frank D. Upchurch made a plea 
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for party unity. Then Millard Conklin 
made a memorable speech, deliver
ing a bitter and scathing attack on 
Claude Pepper, President Roosevelt, 
the New Deal, and the federal bu
reaucracy. Conklin said in part, "Pep
per has made the issue. There can 
be but one dominant race in the 
South and in the nation. The colored 
race has its capacities and its limita
tions, but there can be no middle 
ground. I intend to go to Washing
ton to fight for white supremacy. I 
am opposed to centralization of gov
ernment and I will fight for the busi
nessmen who have received a death 
sentence at the hands of bureaucracy 
and the state of national socialism 
bordering on Communism that now 
exists." 

Senator Claude Pepper spoke 
only briefly. He ignored Conklin and 
praised Senator Truman, President 
Roosevelt, and the New Deal. Finally 
Senator Truman delivered the main 
address. He started by commenting 
on Conklin's outburst, saying, "I 
never expected to hear a Republican 
speech at a Jackson Day Dinner." He 
added that he hoped that both Presi
dent Roosevelt and Senator Pepper 
would be reelected. Truman said, in 
part, "Yes, there are bureaucrats in 
Washington, but most of them are Re
publicans. Republicans hope this war 
is a chance to win the election, how-

ever, it is by the efforts of the Truman 
Investigating Committee that errors 
in the prosecution of the war have 
been brought to light and remedied, 
corrective action unique in the annals 
of government." Truman's speech 
pleased most of the people present, 
but there was one notable exception. 
He was Robert H. Gore, publisher of 
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News.29 

Senator Harry S. Truman, who 
had previously received only scant 
attention from Gore, now suddenly 

found himself, in Gore's estimation, 
a major player in the political pro
cess. In a front page editorial, Gore 
charged that "Truman has grown se
nile in the service of the New Deal," 
and remarked that Truman's defense 
of the Roosevelt administration "was 
as silly a statement as could have 
been thought up in any one of the 
insane asylums of the country. "30 

Two political nonentities then 
entered the primary against Senator 
Pepper. They were Finley Moore of 

The Broward Hotel (on right) in downtown Fort Lauderdale, where 
the memorable 1944 Jackson Day dinner took place. 



Lake City, who had been one of 
Pepper's opponents in 1938, and 
Alston Cockrell of Jacksonville, who 
had the same last name as a family 
very prominent in Jacksonville and 
Gainesville though he was unrelated 
to any of them. At this point it ap
peared that Pepper was "home free." 
Then a new candidate entered the 
fray-Judge J . Ollie Edmunds of 
Jacksonville. 

J. Ollie Edmunds was born in 
Higgston, Georgia, March 1, 1903. At 
an early age, he moved with his fam
ily to Jacksonville, Florida. He 
worked his way through Stetson Uni
versity, earning his bachelor's, 
master's, and law degrees. Later, 
while working as a field representa
tive for the university and as a direc
tor of the Stetson alumni organiza
tion, he met and became good friends 
with Doyle E. Carlton, who was also 
a Stetson graduate. In 1928, he 
worked on Carlton's successful cam
paign for governor. Edmunds then 
returned to Jacksonville, where he 
practiced law, and in 1931 Carlton 
appointed him to fill the remainder 
of the term of County Judge John W. 
DuBose, who had resigned. The fol
lowing year Edmunds was elected by 
a two to one margin against two op
ponents. He was reelected in 1936 
and again in 1940 without opposition. 
While on the bench he began pur
chasing land and eventually became 
a millionaire from his lumber and 
land investments.31 

Even though he had been suc
cessful in three Duval County elec
tion campaigns, Edmunds was prac
tically a political unknown in the rest 
of Florida. He had actually voted for 
Claude Pepper in the 1934 senatorial 
primary, but the only statewide elec
tion in which he had taken an active 
part was Doyle E. Carlton's success
ful 1928 campaign for governor. Ex
cept for Stetson University and the 
Baptist church, Edmunds lacked po
litical contacts throughout the state. 
And while he had been encouraged 
to enter the race by his friends and 
neighbors, he had little money other 
than his own for the formidable task 
of unseating a well-entrenched in
cumbent senator. Fortunately for 
Edmunds, waging a statewide cam
paign did not require an excessive 
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Judge J. Ollie Edmunds 

amount of money then as it does now. 
Edmunds also lacked newspaper sup
port, the vast majority of the press 
favoring Pepper. Pepper also dis
played considerable skill in obtaining 
many government projects for the 
state, an accomplishment which 
would prove a tremendous aid in his 
many voter appeals.32 

One newspaper that supported 
Edmunds to the limit was Robert H. 
Gore's Fort Lauderdale Daily News. 
Throughout the campaign, Gore let 
loose with one editorial blast after an
other against Pepper. Gore de
nounced the senator for supporting 
a federal anti-poll tax law, writing 
that Pepper was acting under 
Roosevelt's orders. Pepper was also 
denounced for a 1942 speech deliv
ered at a Negro church in Los Ange
les. The Fort Lauderdale Daily News 
displayed a picture of Pepper at the 
church, surrounded by black people, 
and included remarks concerning the 
racial situation. Millard Conklin, the 
most extreme white supremacy can
didate in the race, pounced on the 
issue and claimed that the Los Ange
les appearance was proof in hand that 
Pepper was not true to the principles 
of white supremacy. Pepper an
swered, "The only speech I have ever 

given in California is a patriotic one 
I made in the pulpit of a Baptist Ne
gro Church on a Sunday afternoon 
at the expressed request ofthe mem
bers of the church. I said nothing 
indicating that I believe in social 
equality because, of course, I do 
not."33 

Again the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News demanded that Pepper 
resign, stating that the senator was 
out of step with most of the Florida 
voters. As the campaign, and the 
paper's assaults, progressed, it be
came increasingly difficult to sepa
rate the news items from editorial 
opinion. One news item accused Pep
per of neglecting Port Everglades and 
favoring port facilities in Miami, "be
cause Dade county casts many more 
votes than are cast in Broward. "34 

Although participation in the 
Democratic primary had been limited 
to members of the Caucasian race 
ever since Florida's primary system 
was created in 1901, Florida Demo
crats received a "shocker" in 1944. As 
the result of a Texas case, the United 
States Supreme Court reversed itself 
and, by an eight to one vote, declared 
the white primary unconstitutional. 35 

Throughout the South the opposition 
to the court decision was solid. From 
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the Potomac to the Rio Grande, when 
it came to the question of white su
premacy-that is the right of the 
white race to rule-not a single ma
jor southern politician raised a dis
senting voice. Liberals as well as con
servatives, labor-oriented as well as 
business-oriented, Roosevelt support
ers as well as Roosevelt detractors, 
social reformers as well as support
ers of the status quo all united on this 
issue.36 

Conservative Senator Ellison D. 
(Cotton Ed) Smith of South Carolina, 
chairman of the Senate Agricultural 
Committee, said, "I am for white su
premacy and whoever does not like 
it can go to hell." South Carolina's 
moderate junior senator, Burnett 
Maybank, stated, "The white people 
of the South will not permit Negroes 
to take over our election system or 
attend our white schools. Regardless 
of any act of Congress or any deci
sion of the Supreme Court, we will 
continue to conduct our affairs as we 
believe to be in the best interest of 
our people. The white people of the 
South will not accept these interfer
ences. We are proud of our section. 
We know what is best for the white 
people and the colored people. We 
are going to treat the Negro fairly, 
but in doing so we do not intend for 
him to take over our election system 
or attend our white schools." Liberal 
Senator Claude Pepper of Florida 
said, "The South will allow nothing 
to impair white supremacy." Pepper 
went on to say that it was his opin
ion that, despite the Supreme Court 
decision, the Florida Democratic pri
maries can be "kept white." He em
phasized that "the people of the South 
will not allow matters peculiar to us 
to be decided by those who do not 
know or understand our problems. 
We will work matters out, so as to 
save the South. We always have and 
always will." Pepper also remarked 
that he believed the Florida law on 
voting in the primaries differed from 
the Texas law, since, under the 
Florida election statute, the party 
and not the state determined the 
qualifications of party members. 37 

Tom Conely, chairman of the 
Florida Democratic Executive Com
mittee, also expressed the hope that 
the United States Supreme Court 

opinion giving Negroes the right to 
vote in Texas Democratic primaries 
would have no effect on Florida pri
maries that year. Conely said, "I am 
afraid that an attempt will be made 
to force us to allow Negroes to vote. 
However, it is getting so close to the 
time for the May primaries that I 
don't believe a case could be brought 
and carried through the State Su
preme Court early enough to apply 
to the voting this year." 

In Florida, as in other states 
throughout the South, the white pri
mary system had, since the tum of 
the century, effectively disenfran
chised Negroes. A few blacks did 
vote, mainly for the Republican party 
ticket, in larger cities like Miami, 
Tampa, and Jacksonville, but they 
were so few in number that they had 
little effect on election results. In 
most Florida counties in the 1940s, 
there were no Negroes at all regis
tered to vote. That was the political 
situation when Senator Claude Pep
per said, "The South will allow noth
ing to impair white supremacy." 
While the liberal Senator Pepper de
clared his complete support for white 
supremacy, so did his conservative 
opponent, J . Ollie Edmunds. 
Edmunds' political advertisements 
stated that "the party principle of 
white supremacy must be main
tained." Thus, although white su
premacy became a major issue in the 

1944 Democratic senatorial primary, 
all five candidates lined up on the 
same side. 38 

In spite of this fact, the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News accused Pep
per of political hypocrisy. The paper 
repeated the accounts of Pepper's 
appearance at the Negro church in 
1942, and made the amazing charge 
that Pepper was under White House 
orders when he made the speech. In 
reference to Pepper's declaration that 
"the South would permit nothing to 
impair white supremacy," the Daily 
News demanded to know what right 
the senator had to make such a state
ment. Playing the race issue to the 
hilt, the paper accused Pepper of as
sociating with Negroes on a basis of 
equality, then incongruously added, 
"We question the Senator's right to 
question a decision of the Supreme 
Court. "39 At the same time, the pa
per was supporting Edmunds, who 
was saying much the same thing as 
Pepper. The fact that throughout 
American history, people both impor
tant and unimportant have ques
tioned the decisions of the United 
States Supreme Court was never ad
dressed. The editorial concluded by 
sarcastically wondering what Mrs. 
Roosevelt would say concerning 
Pepper's declaration of undying loy
alty to white supremacy.40 

Senator Claude Pepper was not 
the only target for the wrath of the 

R. H. Gore's twin targets, President Roosevelt and Claude Pepper, 
as they appeared in Miami in 1937. 



Fort Lauderdale Daily News. The 
other major target, of course, was 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New 
Deal administration. By this time, 
Gore's hostility to Roosevelt knew no 
bounds. Charge after charge directed 
against Roosevelt appeared in the 
pages of the paper. The president was 
accused of various shortcomings 
ranging from incompetence to being 
a dictator. Since 1944 was a presi
dential election year, the May Demo
cratic primary would decide the 
make-up of the delegation that would 
represent Florida at the national con
vention. In 1944, the names of presi
dential candidates did not appear on 
the primary ballot; the names of the 
delegate candidates were listed in
stead. Some were pledged to a par
ticular presidential candidate, and 
some were unpledged, but the ballot 
did not list the delegates' presiden
tial choices. 

A group of conservative Demo
crats decided to field a slate of del
egate candidates in the Florida 
Democratic primary pledged to Sena
tor Harry F. Byrd, the ultraconser
vative Democratic senator from Vir
ginia. Byrd was not a candidate, but 
that fact did not lessen the enthusi
asm of his supporters. In Broward, 
the chief Byrd supporters included 
former Fort Lauderdale mayor Lewis 
E. Moore; Fort Lauderdale attorney, 
former legislator, and Broward pio
neer Carl P. Weidling; the managing 
editor of the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News, J. W. Dickey; and Fort Lau
derdale businessman Russell 
Frizzell. Statewide, the most impor
tant Byrd backers were former 
Fourth District Congressman J . 
Mark Wilcox, now residing in Dade 
County, and Joe C. Jenkins of 
Gainesville, a member of the state 
legislature. Robert H. Gore also en
dorsed Byrd, and the Fort Lauder
dale Daily News promoted Byrd's 
cause in editorials and also in news 
articles. Throughout the paper, the 
words, "Byrd for President" appeared 
under the last line of news articles, 
even if the preceding article had 
nothing to do with the presidential 
election. 

Another group of dissident 
Democrats formed an organization 
called theAmerican Democratic Com-

mittee. The leaders of this group in
cluded John J. O'Connor, former 
Democratic congressman from New 
York; Harry Woodring, former Demo
cratic governor of Kansas and former 
secretary of war; and Gleason L. Ar
cher, president of Suffolk University. 
This group also denounced the 
Roosevelt administration and called 
on the Democratic party to reject the 
fourth term and return to the prin
ciples of Thomas Jefferson. What po
litical influence the American Demo
cratic Committee had is highly ques
tionable. O'Connor and Woodring 
were political has-beens, while Ar
cher was never a major player in the 
political process. However, in spite 
of the rather obvious political weak
ness of the new organization, the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News exalted the 
American Democratic Committee "to 
the skies." The formation of the or
ganization appeared in the paper's 
headlines, and the leaders, who 
would be considered "political light
weights" by most observers, were 
transformed by Gore's paper into 
impressive "political heavyweights" 
of national stature. Pictures of 
O'Connor, Woodring, and Archer ap
peared prominently in the pages of 
the Daily NewsY 

A rally in behalf of Senator 
Harry F. Byrd was held in Stranahan 
Park on April16. The group, calling 
itself "Jeffersonian Democrats," 
heard from a vast array of speakers. 
The chairman of the rally, Fort Lau
derdale businessman Russell 
Frizzell, gave a colorful speech and 
drew heavy applause when he 
blasted the New Deal. He charged 
that the 1936 Chicago convention 
was prearranged and mocked "the 
voice from the sewer which drowned 
out the warning cry of America's his
toric patriots." Vilifying the Wash
ington bureaucracy, Frizzell said, 
"Senator Harry F. Byrd is a leading 
statesman with guts, like Martin 
Dies and a few others. He is one of 
the few left in the land." Frizzell, a 
Sixth Congressional District candi
date, spoke of the office that he was 
seeking and drew tremendous cheers 
when he said, "You can't go to the 
convention with a quart of whiskey, 
and you can't send a delegate who 
doesn't know a horse collar from a 
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picture frame. Conventions have 
been taken too lightly for the last fifty 
years. I pledge myself to Harry Byrd. 
I'll call the sergeant-at-arms to have 
the first howling drunk who gets on 
the floor thrown out!" With these 
comments, Frizzell strongly implied 
that past Democratic National Con
vention delegates were "a bunch of 
drunks." Candidate for the office of 
Delegate to the Convention for the 
State at Large, State Representative 
Joe C. Jenkins of Gainesville, took off 
his coat and made the park echo with 
the cry, "The future of America is in 
the hands of militant Americans. 
Santa Claus has been throwing out 
federal funds under the guise of pro
ducing prosperity and has only pro
duced a lethargy." Jenkins went on 
to charge that "the Felix Frankfurt
ers have carried us to the brink of 
communistic totalitarianism. Rise 
from your lethargy to save American 
democracy!" Then Jenkins delivered 
his final blast: "This administration 
has aimed at the abolition of state 
lines to establish one totalitarian 
state. Its bureaucrats make the laws, 
sit in judgment, and act as their own 
judge and jury; private enterprise 
and individual effort are stifled .... "42 

The Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News continued to ridicule both 
Roosevelt and Pepper throughout the 
campaign. When Pepper spoke at 
Stranahan Park, the paper's headline 
stated: 

SMALL CROWD HEARS 
SENATOR PEPPER PLEAD 

FOR UNIFIED FDR SUPPORT 
by Lawson E. Parker 

The article read in part: 

Senator Claude Pepper last 
night brought to Ft. Lauderdale 
a plea for re-nomination in the 
Democratic primaries and for 
united support of the New Deal 
administration in the war effort. 

Speaking before a small 
crowd at Stranahan Park, 
Florida's junior Senator defended 
his eight year record in the Sen
ate, outlined his platform for sup
porting the war effort and for ef· 
fecting a 'just peace' and a stabi
lized economic order after the 
war. .. 

The junior Senator said he 
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was disappointed that he had to 
leave his duties to defend himself 
in this campaign against the at
tacks of 'those lined up against 
me last December by privileged 
and selfish interests.' 

He said he regretted the Su
preme Court decision giving Ne
groes the right to vote in Texas 
Democratic primaries. He said 
he did not believe the decision ap
plied to Florida, but that if it did 
the law could be altered to leave 
the 'Party to the white voters.' He 
said he promised Governor Hol
land and Thm Conely, chairman 
of the state Democratic Executive 
Committee, any help that he 
might give. 

He said that he believed in 
Democracy and the supremacy of 
the white race, but wanted to see 
that 'white and black races live 
together, but each in his own 
sphere ... . ' 

There were only 100 persons 
in the audience when Pepper be
gan his speech, but late comers 
more than doubled the number. 

A survey of the small crowd 
revealed many were tourists, with 
time on their hands and inter
ested in free entertainment, and 
not voters in the state of Florida. 43 

While the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News was unimpressed with 
Pepper's performance, the paper was 
positively thrilled when Judge J. 
Ollie Edmunds held his rally in 
Stranahan Park on April 13. The 
news article reported that there were 
300 people in attendance, but did not 
mention any survey to determine 
how many were tourists "with time 
on their hands and interested in free 
entertainment, and not voters of the 
state of Florida." The news article 
went on to say: 

Edmunds demonstrated his 
ability to represent the people in 
the next election by pointing out 
that Florida needed a senator 
who could become fast friends 
with the other members of con
gress, so that when his state 
needed federal attention this 
senator would have the confi
dence of his cohorts. He went on 
to say that Senator Pepper had 
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Section of the Fort Lauderdale Daily News for May 1, 1994, 
with ''Byrd for President" notices. 

done just the opposite by offend
ing other members with his weak 
appeal of loyalty to the President 
and not the people during his 
denouncement of the Congress 
override of the President's veto of 
the tax bill . . . 

'If Senator Pepper's plat
form is to Win the War and Then 
the Peace, why is it that the Jun
ior Senator from Florida has been 
absent from his seat more days 
than he has been present during 
the present session of Congress 
while this country is fighting for 
its very existence?' 

The paper reported that 
Edmunds' last remark drew ap
plause: "It is our sacred duty to pre
serve the freedom our fighting men 
left behind them so that when they 
return they will still find the govern
ment they left--government of the 
people, by the people, and for the 
people." Edmunds then concluded 
his speech, "I want to fill the vacancy 

State Representative Joe C. 
Jenkins of Gainesville. 



that now exists in the Florida delega
tion of the United States Senate. I 
want to represent the people of 
Florida. "44 

Judge Edmunds frequently 
charged that Senator Pepper had de
layed the start of Elgin Field. The 
Jacksonville jurist quoted a report for 
the Military Affairs Committee which 
"deplored the fact that a member of 
Congress had, at a crucial time in the 
nation's history, through political ac
tivity," delayed construction of the 
field for one month because of inter
est in an asphalt contract.45 

· in Edmunds' words: 

Senator Claude Pepper is 
running on a platform which 
calls for winning the war, yet this 
report discloses that Senator 
Pepper's interest in a particular 
bidder for an asphalt contract 
obscured for the time his interest 
in national defense. The Military 
Affairs Committee of the House 
also deplored the fact that Sena
tor Pepper threatened two govern
ment officials with loss of promo
tions, which had to be ratified by 
the Senate if his particular firm 
failed to receive the asphalt 
award. Such usurpation of 
power is not consistent with the 
purposes for which the people of 
Florida sent Claude Pepper to the 
United States Senate. 46 

On May 1, the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, in a front page editorial, 
advised the voters: 

VOTE FOR PEPPER 

'IF' 

IF-You feel Claude Pepper 
has done you a personal favor in 
the past and you wish to sacri
fice the principles of the Consti
tution of your country. 

IF-You are a believer that 
the Constitution of the United 
States has outlived its usefulness, 
the thing for you to do is to vote 
for Claude Pepper and the New 
Dealings he stands for. 

1) The making of an election 
issue of the Army's decision to re
turn Ream Hospital to the own
ers when it was no longer needed. 
Demanding that his boss-

FDR-investigate the Army men 
who knew what they were doing 
all the time. 

2) Portraying the role of sav
ior of the people of Tampa and St. 
Petersburg by asking for the sei
zure of Gandy Bridge during elec
tion year. 

All of these things were vote 
fodder served for Pepper's benefit 
by the White House. 

IF- You condone such 
methods as perpetrated upon the 
American businessman as the 
government's seizure of the Mont
gomery Ward Company then you 
had best vote for Pepper, because 
he approves of such things and 
would applaud any that took 
place here in the Southland. 

IF- You believe that Sena
tor Pepper was only fooling the 
people of Dade County when he 
promised to promote the 
$6,000,000 for the building of Vir
ginia Key as competition to your 
own Port Everglades. 

IF-You can surmise the 
Senator fighting FDR and Mrs. 
Roosevelt for white supremacy in 
the South after recent Supreme 
Court decisions on Democratic 
Primary rules, then put that cross 
beside the name of that man who 
at the dictates of his boss visited 
Californ·ia and made personal 
appearance tours that brought 
forth all of the racial infringe
ments of southern States' Rights. 

IF-You hope to live to see 
the day when the South and the 
North are once again at dagger
points that will eventually lead 
to the extinction of the Democratic 
Party in this country, vote for Pep
per, the man who has done more 
in the past two months to further 
this procedure than any Repub
lican alive today. 

IF-You are foolish enough 
to believe these things, then vote 
for Pepper and Heaven help the 
America of 1bmorrow. 47 

Many of the newspaper's 
charges could not be substantiated, 
including the claim that Claude Pep
per had been ordered by President 
Roosevelt to make his speech at the 
Negro church in Los Angeles. Why 
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Roosevelt would order Pepper to 
make a speech to a Negro church in 
Los Angeles, or anywhere else, does 
not square with common sense. Nei
ther did questioning whether Sena
tor Pepper was prepared to fight with 
President and Mrs. Roosevelt over 
white supremacy, since it is common 
knowledge that Roosevelt did his best 
to avoid involvement in the racial is
sue. Nevertheless, throughout the 
1944 campaign, the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News continued to hammer at 
the point. The paper seemed deter
mined to convince the voters that 
Claude Pepper was an unreliable de
fender of white supremacy, but Pep
per, the political survivor, was equally 
determined not to be placed on the 
unpopular side of the race issue. 

In anApril3 editorial, theDaily 
News blamed President Roosevelt for 
the eight-to-one Supreme Court de
cision which had declared the Thxas 
white primary law unconstitutional. 
Gore's paper pointed out that most 
of the justices who voted with the ma
jority were Roosevelt appointees, 
while the lone dissenter, Owen J. 
Roberts, was a Hoover appointee. In 
another editorial, the Daily News 
criticized the decision by stating that 
most Negroes were Republicans and 
therefore had no place in a Demo
cratic primary. The paper added, 
however, that there was nothing to 
prevent Negroes from having their 
own black primary. 48 

Judge J. Ollie Edmunds, in an 
April statement, again attacked 
Pepper's record on the war, charging 
that he lacked the expertise to hold a 
responsible position in the govern
ment: 

Senator Claude Pepper has 
claimed that he is the father of 
preparedness and the apostle of 
victory. The truth is that it was 
Senator Pepper, in a speech in the 
United States Senate six months 
before Pearl Harbor, who made 
the statement that we would sink 
the entire Japanese fleet in two 
weeks and make a shambles of 
1bkyo in the twinkling of an eye. 
Our admirals did not say this, 
but it made good publicity for Mr. 
Pepper. He was urging that we 
attack the Japanese fleet and 
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A sample of the numerous political advertisements which ap
peared in the Fort Lauderdale Daily News in May, 1944. 

send it to the bottom,of the ocean. 
The Japanese did to us what 
Senator Pepper was threatening 
to do to them. Thus at Pearl 
Harbor we lost seven of this 
nation's nine battleships. 49 

The old adage "politics makes 
strange bedfellows" came true in 
1944, when Gore "buried the hatchet" 
with his old enemy, former Fourth 
District Congressman J . Mark 
Wilcox. The reason is obvious. Gore 
was strongly committed to the can
didacy of the delegates pledged to 

Senator Harry F. Byrd of Virginia, 
and Wilcox was a candidate for the 
position of delegate-at-large pledged 
to Byrd. So, when the paper listed 
the fine qualities of the various Byrd 
delegates, Wilcox was included.50 

Also in April, the Fort Lauder
dale Daily News conducted a "read
ers poll," and the results gave Judge 
J . Ollie Edmunds a two-to-one lead 
over all other candidates. Millard 
Conklin finished in second position, 
many votes in front of Senator Claude 
Pepper. Alston Cockrell, Jacksonville 
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attorney, and Finley Moore, Lake 
City real estate man, trailed through
out the balloting. The paper reported 
that an outstanding feature of the . 
poll was the return of many un
marked ballots with an attached note 
of "anyone but Pepper," and added, 
"Edmunds, apparently, has earned a 
good deal of his following through the 
forthright lambasting of New Deal 
policies and the things Pepper failed 
to do for the state while in Con
gress."51 

History classes at Fort Lauder-
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dale High School were also involved 
in a poll. The tenth grade world his
tory and the eleventh grade Ameri
can history classes gave J. Ollie 
Edmunds forty-three percent and 
Claude Pepper forty-one percent of 
the vote. Finley Moore received eight 
percent, Alston Cockrell five percent, 
and Millard Conklin three percent. 
Students in Miss Ernestine Freiday's 
world history class favored Edmunds, 
while students in Miss Opal 
Atwater's American history class fa
vored Pepper. 52 

In a poll conducted at Fern Hall, 
a private school, Senator Pepper 
came out ahead with forty-two per
cent of the vote, with Judge 
Edmunds, the second place finisher, 
receiving thirty-six percent. Millard 
Conklin received twenty-two percent. 
Alston Cockrell and Finley Moore re
ceived no votes from the Fern Hall 
students. 63 

One blistering editorial in the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News de
nounced Pepper for introducing a poll 
tax repeal bill in the United States 
Senate as a "Roosevelt measure." The 
editorial continued: 

This was introduced for the 
purpose of permitting every irre
sponsible resident of the South to 
vote without any qualifications or 
any definite purposes or interests. 
The idiots in the insane asylum 
would be the equal of any 
thoughtful person on election day. 
It was designed by the Roosevelt 
crowd of which Pepper is a leader 
to break up the Democratic party 
in the South and create thereby 
a New Deal party of 
irresponsibles who would do 
whatever was demanded by the 
administration. 

... He [Pepper] is only sup
ported by Southerners who are 
not thinking things through. He 
is a devotee of Felix Frankfurter 
of the Supreme Court, in fact one 
of his bright young lawyer gradu
ates of Harvard law school who 
are trying to lead this country 
away from the solid, substantial 
democracy which has been tried 
and has proven the salvation of 
free men. His laws would make 
it another fascist state. Felix 
Frankfurter has schooled Claude 

Pepper and had Pepper been on 
the Supreme Court it is not con
ceivable that he would have de
serted his old teacher. 

In all of the states now the 
most important issue is the de
feat of Claude Pepper in Florida. 
If Pepper should be defeated, and 
we think he will, Roosevelt will 
not stand for a fourth term. The 
handwriting on the wall will be 
too unmistakable, and Roosevelt 
does not want to be defeated. If 
Pepper is renominated it will give 
heart to the administration, be
cause Roosevelt will feel that the 
South is safely pocketed. He 
must, if he is re-elected, carry the 
South because the Middle West is 
against him, as he now well 
knows. 54 

Although Pepper and Edmunds 
stood together on the race issue and 
the need to maintain white su
premacy, they greatly differed on 
other issues. Pepper declared his 
undying devotion to the New Deal 
and pledged his continued support of 
Roosevelt's policies. Edmunds, on the 
other hand, was critical of the New 
Deal, though he never criticized 
Roosevelt personally. Edmunds said, 
"President Roosevelt is not an issue 
in this campaign." He also said that 
although he had been an early 
Roosevelt supporter, he now was op
posed to a fourth term. 55 In denounc
ing New Deal bureaucracy, Edmunds 
said in a Miami speech, "The daily 
life of every one of us has been af
fected by petty tyrants and bureau
cratic dictators who are wasting bil
lions of precious dollars .... Our great 
middle classes are aroused over the 
bondage in which they are held by a 
bureau which does not permit an 
employer to grant raises to which 
they are entitled."56 

Throughout the campaign, 
Edmunds charged that Pepper's sup
port came mainly from war profi
teers. He also criticized the senator's 
out-of-state speaking engagements, 
charging, "Senator Pepper employed 
a booking agent to make speeches, 
provided that he received a price, a 
fee, compensation. Senator Pepper 
made his patriotism pay dividends."57 

Washington columnist Drew 
Pearson, a staunch Pepper supporter, 

wrote, "The GOP is pouring piles of 
money into the race. Actually, they 
are not concerned about who the 
Democrat is, so long that it is not 
Claude Pepper." Pepper himself 
charged that his old enemy Ed Ball, 
the brother-in-law ofAlfred I. DuPont 
and head of the DuPont interests in 
Florida, was behind the Edmunds 
campaign. Despite these allegations, 
there is no evidence that the Repub
licans put "piles" of money into 
Edmunds' campaign, since the cam
paign was so poorly financed. Nor is 
there any evidence that Ball contrib
uted any money to Edmunds. 58 

Although Claude Pepper, 
throughout his senatorial career, had 
been a strong promoter and sup
porter of the Cross State Canal, the 
canal did not become an issue dur
ing the 1944 Democratic primary. 
The reason seems obvious; it was not 
to any candidate's advantage to bring 
up the issue. The project was very 
unpopular in south Florida, and Pep
per did not want to alienate that sec
tion. Edmunds, too, was cautious 
about angering the southern part of 
the state, but, as a resident of Jack
sonville, which would be the chief 
beneficiary of the canal, he naturally 
was not opposed to the project. Faced 
with these same conflicts in their at
tempt to gain the statewide support 
necessary to be elected, none of the 
remaining three candidates saw any 
advantage in talking about the canal 
project. 

As the campaign entered its fi
nal days, Robert H. Gore, by means 
of editorials and news articles in the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, contin
ued his favorite pastime of "Pepper 
bashing." The overall theme of these 
wide-ranging attacks was that every 
action Pepper took was taken under 
orders from President Roosevelt. 
Gore seemed unwilling to concede 
that Pepper had any ideas of his own. 
By portraying the senator as a mere 
puppet, Gore linked his attacks on 
Pepper to his journalistic assaults on 
the Roosevelt administration. Up to 
primary day, the paper printed "Byrd 
for President" below numerous news 
articles, even articles having nothing 
to do with the political situation. 

Five days before the primary, 
President Roosevelt announced the 



lifting of the toll on the Gandy Bridge 
connecting Tampa and St. Peters
burg. Claude Pepper made the offi
cial announcement. Many observers 
believed this action enabled Pepper 
to carry Hillsborough and Pinellas 
counties by a wide margin. 

Senator Claude Pepper, with 
the support of the Roosevelt admin
istration, most of the newspapers in 
the state, organized labor, a majority 
of Florida political leaders, and what 
was left of the 'Ibwnsend clubs, scored 
a first primary victory on May 2, 
1944. Significantly, Pepper received 
approximately fifty-one percent of the 
vote compared to the almost sixty per
cent that he had received against 
much more formidable opposition six 
years previously. Statewide, the vote 
was: 

Claude Pepper ............ 194,445 
J . Ollie Edmunds ........ 127,158 
Millard Conklin .. .... ..... 33,317 
Finley Moore .......... ...... 14,445 
Alston Cockrell.......... 9,55159 

Claude Pepper carried fifty-four 
counties, Edmunds twelve, and 
Moore carried his own county of Co
lumbia. Of Edmunds' twelve coun
ties, ten were in north Florida, in
cluding his home county of Duval. 
Edmunds' two south Florida counties 
were Palm Beach and Browa,rd. The 
vote in Broward County was: 

J . Ollie Edmunds ........... 3,343 
Claude Pepper ............... 2,860 
Millard Conklin . . .. .. . .. . . . . . 856 
Finley Moore ............. ...... 236 
Alston Cockrell ......... ... 19960 

If there was a surprise in the 

primary, it would be that Senator 
Claude Pepper did not receive a 
higher percentage of the vote. Presi
dent Roosevelt was very popular 
throughout Florida, the New Deal 
had many supporters in the state, 
most Floridians probably agreed with 
the Roosevelt-Pepper pre-war inter
ventionist policies, and above all, 
Claude Pepper had a remarkable 
ability to land federal jobs in Florida. 
Pepper successfully protected himself 
on the racial front by climbing aboard 
the white supremacy bandwagon. 
Nevertheless, close to forty-nine per
cent of the 1944 Florida Democratic 
primary voters voted against him, 
when in reality he had only nominal 
opposition. This outcome should 
have given Pepper warning that 
there would be tough political battles 
facing him in the future. 

Politically, J . Ollie Edmunds 
took "No" for an answer, and never 
again sought public office. Mter the 
completion of his judicial term, he 
engaged in his profitable lumber busi
ness. In 1948, he accepted the call to 
become president of Stetson Univer
sity and held that position until his 
retirement in 1967. He died in 1984. 

Robert H. Gore continued his 
aggressive editorial policies. His per
sonal feuds with public figures be
came legendary, and his numerous 
investments in Broward County real 
estate continued to increase his al
ready substantial fortune. Gore sold 
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News to 
the Chicago Tribune interests in 
1963, but remained a powerful and 
controversial figure in Broward 
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County until his death in 1972. 
If Claude Pepper had not played 

the racial card he would not have sur
vived the 1944 Democratic primary. 
But survive he did, and he remained 
a power in Florida politics for another 
forty-five years. As stated previously, 
the 1940s and 1950s saw a definite 
rightward drift in Florida politics. 
The fact that Pepper barely missed a 
runoff in 1944, indicates that by that 
time a more conservative trend had 
already arrived. While Florida 
turned increasingly to the right dur
ing Pepper's 1945-1951 term, Pepper 
turned to the left. He abandoned the 
cause of white supremacy, and heap
parently took the government's war
time position of the Soviet Union as 
a "noble ally" too seriously. As a re
sult, he failed to jump aboard the 
anti-Communist bandwagon which 
was in full force by 194 7. On these 
two issues he seemed to lose contact 
with a majority of Florida voters, and 
so he was defeated by George 
Smathers in 1950. 

Pepper, however, remained a 
political survivor. When he had lost 
his legislative seat in 1930, he had 
moved from Perry to Tallahassee. 
When he lost his Senate seat in 1950, 
he moved from Tallahassee to Dade 
County. He made an unsuccessful 
effort to unseat Senator Spessard 
Holland in 1958, but his move to 
Dade County paid political dividends 
when a new congressional district 
was created in that county in 1962. 
Claude Pepper was elected to that 
position, and retained it until his 
death in 1989. 

Headlines announcing the May 2nd election results emphasized 
Edmunds' carrying Broward County over Pepper's leading the statewide race. 
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Governor R. H. Gore (center) inspecting the presses at the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, c. 1950. 
Man at far left is longtime Daily News employee Floyd Pyles. 
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