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View of"Kester's Beach Colony," Pompano, looking north, in the late 
1930s. An article on a Pompano attraction of the previous decade, the 
controversial horse racing track just west of the town, begins on page 2 
of this issue of Broward Legacy. 
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THE 

CONFRONTS THE 

by Donald G. Lester 

The decade of the 1920s was a 
memorable one in both Broward 
County and the State of Florida as a 
whole. The 1920 federal census listed 
the population of Fort Lauderdale as 
approximately 2,000, Broward County 
as 5,000, and Florida as 968,000. The 
middle of the decade witnessed the 
fabulous Florida land boom, as people 
swarmed into the state in unprec
edented numbers. By 1925, the popu
lation of Fort Lauderdale was esti
mated at 15,000. George G. Mathews, 
the founder of the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News, proudly predicted that 
by 1930 the city's population would 
reach 50,000. Real estate was bought 
and sold at a fascinating pace. Prices 
zoomed out of sight, and often prop
erty was purchased for the sole pur
pose of reselling. A frenzy ofbuilding 
accompanied this land sales explo
sion, and developments and various 
construction projects appeared to 
"spring up" everywhere. Even the 
county's smaller agricultural commu
nities experienced the effects of the 
boom. In north Broward, Pompano's 

population increased from 636 in 1920 
to 1, 750 in 1925, the small downtown 
district experienced a building boom, 
and several residential subdivisions 
were opened. 

Along with this fantastic growth, 
a number of tourist attractions and 
business enterprises were promoted, 
including various sports activities. In 
1926, there was a serious effort to 

A product of the Florida Land Boom of the mid-1920s, the 
Pompano Race Track was one of Broward County's most outstanding 
tourist and entertainment attractions during its short life. Its inves
tors included prominent Miami and northern businessmen, and its 
opening day attracted a crowd reported to be the largest Broward 
County had ever witnessed. Despite this promising start, the track 
floundered and eventually failed, not because of the collapse of the 
boom, but because of unyielding opposition to the gambling opera
tions there. For most of its two years of intermittent operations, the 
track was the subject of legal and political controversy, which ulti
mately involved Governor John W. Martin and the Florida Supreme 
Court, as well as numerous local notables. 

Author Donald G. Lester is Assistant Professor Emeritus of 
History and Political Science at Middle Georgia College and a 
frequent contributor to Broward Legacy. He moved to Fort Lauder
dale with his family in 1925, graduated from Fort Lauderdale High 
School and the University of Miami, and currently resides in Glades 
County. He was the recipient of the Broward County Historical 
Commission's Cooper C. Kirk Memorial Award in 1992, and was 
named the 1993 Distinguished Lecturer at Middle Georgia College. 



promote a Gene Tunney-Young 
Stribling heavyweight fight in Fort 
Lauderdale. 1 Although those plans 
failed to materialize, optimism re
mained high and ambitions were great 
to promote first class sporting attrac
tions in the area. Such was the situ
ation when a group of horse racing 
enthusiasts announced plans to build 
and operate a horse track just west of 
Pompano.2 

On June 6, 1925, news reports 
mentioned that "Broward county will 
have a race track and plant fully in 
keeping with the Miami Jockey Club 
property if plans that leaked out Fri
day mature." It was stated that the 
interests in back of the Miami Jockey 
Club were interested in establishing 
another horse track halfway between 
the Palm Beaches and Miami. The 
project was expected to draw racing 
fans from throughout Broward 
County. The papers also reported 
that many Miami residents had pro
tested against the lengthy racing sea
son there (fifty-four days), because 
too much tourist money was spent at 
the track to the detriment of other 
Dade County enterprises. If the Porn-

L. T. Cooper, Ohio manufacturer, 
Florida real estate developer, and 
major investor in the Pompano 
RaceTrack. 

pano track materialized, it promised 
to remedy this complaint as well, since 
it would operate twenty-seven days 
and the Miami track would cut back 
to twenty-seven days. 

L. T. Cooper, described as a Day
ton, Ohio, and Miami capitalist, re
portedly had a big interest in the new 
track. Cooper had a number of large 
developments in and around Pom
pano. He had made millions in the 
manufacture and later the sale of the 
rights for Tanlac, a remedy that expe
rienced tremendous sales, and had 
later entered the real estate business 
in Miami. Despite such strong finan
cial backing, one very important ques
tion remained undetermined-what 
would be the reaction ofBroward resi
dents to a race track, with its accom
panying gambling activities, located 
within the county's borders? 

Not surprisingly, there were soon 
rumblings of opposition to the pro
posed track. This opposition came not 
only from the church element, which 
should have been expected, but it was 
also rumored that some business 
people were dubious about the new 
venture.3 

Despite these hints of resistance, 
by late July 1925, the operation of the 
Porn pano Race Track seemed assured. 
At that time Governor John W. Mar
tin approved the incorporation pa
pers for a race track to be located one
half mile south of Pompano and one
half mile west of the Dixie Highway.4 

The incorporation documents speci
fied a $1,000,000 organization with 
$750,000 shares of preferred stock 
and the balance in common stock. 
The financing of the proposition was 
being arranged by northern capital, 
and plans for construction and opera
tion were being completed. These 
plans called for a one and one-six
teenth mile oval which would com
pare with any in the South and would 
closely follow the style of the Havre de 
Grace, Maryland, track. Ground clear
ing and construction was scheduled 
to start in August. 5 

The incorporators of the company 
included Charles H. Hyde, R. E. Hall, 
J. K. Dorn, Joseph A. Adams, and 
New York associates unnamed at that 
time. They announced that two big 
racing programs would be held each 
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Former Dade County School 
Superintendent Robert E. Hall, 
one of the incorporators of the 
Pompano Horse Club. 

year, extending over a period of some 
three weeks each. By this time, the 
newspaper reports predicted that the 
races would draw thousands of people 
from the North as well as from across 
Florida.6 

Many local businessmen and com
munity boosters were thrilled at the 
impending opening of the facility. 
"Fort Lauderdale has everything to 
gain and nothing to lose by the install
ment of the track just north of the 
city," commented one local business
man. He added, "It is evident even 
now that the track will mean much to 
Fort Lauderdale and this should be 
another incentive which will pull 
strong for more hotels, more rooming 
houses, etc." 

The track's grandstand was de
signed to provide a seating capacity 
for 5,000 patrons, as well as a club
house with gardens. The course was 
to be known as "Hyde Park," in honor 
of Charles Hyde, who first suggested 
the course. Hyde had long been asso
ciated with racing and was for anum
ber of years treasurer of New York 
City under Mayor William J. Gaynor's 
administration. He was once associ
ate counsel for the Jockey Club of the 
State of New York, and was attorney 
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ments in the 
summer of 
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imity to the 
projected 
race track. 

for the Brighton Beach Racing Asso
ciation. His associates in the Pom
pano venture were J. K. Dom of Mi
ami, president of the Coliseum Corpo
ration, Joseph R. Adams of the firm of 
Bradford and Adams, vice-president 
of the Miami Coliseum Corporation 

and of the J ai-Alai Association, and R. 
E. Hall, capitalist ofMiami and Tampa 
and former Dade County school su
perintendent. 

The Pompano Race Track was 
scheduled to open on Christmas Day 
1926 with the running of a $3,000 

Oppo1ito Browud Hotel . ~ 

Christmas handicap and three other 
races. The races were to start at 2:30 
p.m., and a large crowd of spectators 
was expected from Fort Lauderdale, 
Hollywood, Miami, and West Palm 
Beach, as well as many other loca
tions throughout the country. 

The racing officials announced 
were stewards Samuel G. Nuchols, E. 
C. Smith, and E. H. Garrison, and 
placing judges Noah McClelland, E. 
C. Smith, and E. H . Garrison. 
McClelland was also scheduled to act 
as clerk of scales, while William 
Dondas was named racing secretary, 
Harry Morrisey starter, and W. E. 
Phillips paddockjudge. 

To provide for the spectators, a 
special bus service from Fort Lauder
dale to the track was announced, a 
service supplemented by special trains 
from West Palm Beach and Miami 
with stops at intermediate stations. 
The trains were scheduled to leave 
the two cities at 12:45 p.m., and arrive 
at Pompano at 1:45, where the buses 
would meet them and take the pas
sengers to the track. 

Expectations were high, as offi
cials predicted that the Pompano plant 
would be among the best in the racing 



Rare photo of spectators in the grandstand and at trackside, December 
1926 (courtesy of Brownie's Bar and Package Store). 

world. It was proudly stated that the 
clubhouse was the last word in design 
and construction, the stand having a 
seating capacity of 6,500, with a spa
cious lawn in front. Visiting horse
men pronounced the twenty-five 
stables, with accomodations for 900 

horses, ideal in ventilation, light, and 
comfort. 

A feature race with a purse rang
ing from $1,000 to $3,000 was sched
uled for each day of the opening meet, 
with an additional purse of $3,000 
added for the Christmas Day handi-
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Advertisement from the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, 
December 21, 1926. 

Winter/Spring 1994 - 5 

cap for horses of all ages. Fort Lau
derdale was to be especially honored 
in the fifth race of the third day, a 
Tuesday, when the Fort Lauderdale 
Handicap for two-year-olds would fea
ture an added $1,500 purse. On New 
Year's Day a feature race at one and 
one-sixteenth mile forthree-year-olds 
and upward would offer a $3,000 
purse. The first race on Christmas 
Day, the track's inaugural contest, 
would be for two-year-olds at six fur
longs, the second race would be the 
Pompano, for three-year-olds and up 
at one mile and seventy yards, the 
third a claiming race for four-year
olds and up at six furlongs, and the 
fourth for maiden two-year-olds at 
five and one..:half furlongs, followed 
by the Christmas handicap and a fi
nal claiming race for four-year-olds 
and up at one and one-sixteenth miles. 

After a year and a half of con
struction and very careful promotion, 
and at tremendous expense to the 
promoters, the Pompano Race Track 
was completed sufficiently to open on 
schedule, Christmas Day 1926. The 
event was well advertised in the daily 
press. In spite of the fact that horse 
racing cannot exist on such a grand 
scale without many people betting on 
the outcome of each race and the fact 
that betting on races was clearly 
against the state law, no serious chal
lenge to the track's operations 
emerged. Nevertheless, it remains 
difficult to understand why the pro
moters did not anticipate the strong 
possibility that someone would soon 
launch a legal challenge to the track's 
betting activities. 

The Christmas grand opening was 
a gala event, witnessed by an esti
mated 15,000 to 20,000 people-re
portedly the largest crowd to attend 
an event in Broward County up to 
that time. The grandstand was virtu
ally filled, while thousands stood in 
front of the stand and crowded the 
rail. Other thousands, during the 
course of the afternoon, visited the 
spacious clubhouse. Scores of promi
nent people from many sections of 
southern Florida were present, while 
others, socially prominent in the North 
and East, could be counted by the 
hundreds.7 

In addition to the meticulous plan-
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Pompano Horse Club President Paul M. Beacom. Broward County Commissioner John M. Bryan, Jr. 

ning and thorough publicity gener
ated by the track's promoters, ideal 
weather undoubtedly added to the 
large crowds attending this auspi
cious occasion. Automobiles crowded 
the Dixie Highway leading north from 
Miami and south from West Palm 
Beach beginning early Christmas Day. 
The Fort Lauderdale Daily News re
ported that, "Considering the tremen
dous throng, the traffic system which 
extended from the Dixie Highway to 
the plant one mile west of Pompano, 
was handled in as efficient a manner 
as possible." 

Paul M. Beacom, president of the 
Pompano Horse Club, was the recipi
ent of congratulations for his success
ful endeavor in having completed the 
plant sufficiently to hold the first race 
on Christmas, as planned. Beacom 
was elated at the opening day's activi
ties, but added that he was already 
working on various improvements. 
He stated that the road from the Dixie 
Highway to the plant would be im
proved immediately in order to facili
tate traffic for future races; a large 
crew of men would be employed night 
and day between December 25 and 27 

to place the road in as fine a condition 
as possible. Beacom commented on 
the opening day, "I was more than 
pleased with the attendance, but I 
regret to say that the plant could not 
be completed in its entirety for this 
day. However, I intend to keep crews 
at work day and night in order to rush 
the plant to completion." The track 
proper was also to be improved in the 
near future in order to make one of 
the fastest, if not the fastest, tracks in 
the entire country. Many of the people 
who attended the grand opening ex
pressed surprise at the enormity and 
completeness of the plant, which gave 
south Florida one of the nation's fin
est race tracks. 

After such a successful opening, 
many participants and observers ex
pected that racing at Pompano would 
continue indefinitely. The promoters 
seemed to have done everything right 
- one and one-half years of careful 
planning, expenditures of$1,000,000, 
and extensive advertising resulting 
in ample good publicity. However, 
one serious flaw threatened the en
tire operation- disregard for the 
state's anti-gambling laws. So far, 

state and county officials remained 
silent on the subject. The virtually 
unchallenged operation of racing es
tablishments in Miami, and the fact 
that Governor Martin had signed the 
incorporation papers one and one
half years previously seemed to give 
the promoters a false sense of secu
rity. It would take only one person, 
employing correct legal procedure, to 
short-circuit the whole operation. 

"The other shoe finally dropped." 
On December 30, 1926, Broward pio
neer and county commissioner John 
M. Bryan of Dania went to circuit 
court to seek an injunction that would 
shut down the betting operations at 
the Pompano Race Track.8 Bryan 
claimed that the track was a public 
nuisance, because it involved gam
bling, which was clearly against the 
state law. Bryan, though a county 
commissioner, stated that he was act
ing on his own behalf, although he 
was represented by County Attorney 
Willard M. Pope of Fort Lauderdale.9 

Stephen B. Humphrey, L. T. Cooper, 
and the Sunylan Corporation were 
named as defendants in the bill. Paul 
M. Beacom, the Pompano Horse Club 



president, declared that the racing 
program would continue until court 
action was taken, and added, "beyond 
that I have no comment to make." 

The court hearing was held in 
West Palm Beach, where Judge C. E. 
Chillingworth granted a temporary 
injunction enjoining the Pompano 
Horse Club from carrying on any gam
ing or gambling operations, or selling 
any certificates on a horse race or 
disbursing any money on such certifi
cates as a result of a horse race.10 A 
motion for supersedeas, to stay legal 
actions, was filed immediately by the 
attorneys for the Pompano Horse Club 
pending proceedings to be filed in 
appellate court, but the motion was 
overruled by Judge Chillingworth, 
who granted a stay only until noon, 
Friday, January 7, 1927. 

At the hearing, the defense, 
through attorneys Mitchell Price and 
D. Boone ofMiami, filed a demurer on 
the grounds that the bill was indefi
nite, contained no statements offact, 
that it named no person gambling at 
the track, and that the statute under 
which it was brought was unconstitu
tional. The defense attacked the con
stitutionality of Act 5630 of the Gen
eral Statutes on the grounds that, 
insofar as the action was brought by 

an individual, it permitted him to 
obtain an injunction without giving 
bond. This, Price and Boone argued, 
was contrary to public policy because 
it delegated the powers of the state to 
a private individual. 

Arguments on the demurer con
sumed the court's time until noon. 
After the luncheon recess, Judge 
Chillingworth overruled the demurer, 
and arguments for and against the 
injunction proper st~d. A petition 
with nearly 500 names of Fort Lau
derdale and Porn pano residents, stat
ing that the race track was not a 
public nuisance, was presented in 
court. 

An appeal against the temporary 
restraining order enjoining the Pom
pano Horse Club, Inc., from the sale of 
mutual certificates on the races at the 
Pompano track after January 7 was 
filed with Frank A. Bryan, Clerk of 
the Broward County Circuit Court, 
on January 5, 1927, by the Horse 
Club through its attorneys, Price and 
Boone. The case was slated to be 
argued before the Florida Supreme 
Court on January 7. James E. Calkins 
was announced as the attorney to 
argue the case for the Horse Club, and 
James M. Carson of Miami as the 
attorney to represent John M. Bryan 
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before the state supreme court.11 

The Horse Club's defense was that 
the selling of certificates was not gam
bling by reason of the fact that the 
holder was made a participant in the 
purse prize awarded the horse win
ning the first, second, or third place. 
On the back of each ticket was printed 
the following conditions on which it 
based that contention: "This acknowl
edged receipt of the sum voluntarily 
contributed by the holder hereof as 
part of the purse prize or premium to 
be awarded to the owner of the horse 
winning first, second, or third place 
(as the case may be) in the race desig
nated by this ticket." 

On January 7, 1927, the Florida 
Supreme Court, after spending an 
hour in conference, took under ad
visement the petition for a 
supersedeas setting aside the injunc
tion against the sale oflease certifi
cates at the Pompano Race Track. 
The petition was presented by Albert 
I. Hubbard ofMiami and W. J. Owens 
and W. C. Hodges ofTallahassee, rep
resenting Paul M. Beacom, the track 
operator. 

At stake in this legal hassle was 
the law passed by the Florida Legisla
ture and signed by Governor Albert 
Gilchrist in 1911, which outlawed 

Figures in the legal battle over the Pompano track included Circuit Judge C. E. Chillingworth (left), 
Broward County Attorney Willard M. Pope (center), and Miami lawyer Mitchell Price (right). 



8-Broward Legacy 

Miami attorney James M. Carson, 
nephew of John M. Bryan, 
represented Bryan in the Florida 
Supreme Court appeal by the 
Pompano Horse Club. 

"bets or wagers upon the results of 
any trial or contest of skill, speed, 
power or endurance of any man or 
beast," and prohibited "any person 
from receiving anything of value, bet, 
or wagered, upon any such results 
and forbidding any person from aid
ing, assisting, or abetting any such 
bets."12 The defense claimed that the 
race track patrons did not bet, but 
were invited to "contribute" to a purse 
for a particular horse. If the horse 
came in, the "contributors" benefitted 
by their "donation" by getting a pro
portion ofthe horse's earnings. Judge 
Chillingworth had rejected that inge
nious method used to get around 
Florida's anti-gambling law, and now 
Beacom and associates hoped that 
the Florida Supreme Court could be 
persuaded to allow the certificate sys
tem. 

The supreme court's decision 
could be far-reaching, affecting not 
only horse racing, but greyhound rac
ing, which operated at several points 
in the state on a similar "donation" 
system. The Greater Miami Hotel 
Association sent a letter to Governor 
Martin, protesting any action that 

might tend to militate against racing 
in Miami. After the high court took 
the case under advisement, the attor
neys for both sides left Tallahassee. 
The court appeared to be in no great 
hurry to settle the case, and gave no 
indication as to when the final deci
sion would be reached. 

The winter racing season having 
proved a disaster because of the in
junction issued by Judge 
Chillingworth ~d the resulting shut
down of the track, Paul Beacom de
cided to try his luck during the spring 
season. He reopened the Pompano 
Race Track on March 8, 1927. Eight 
thousand racing fans were on hand 
for the event. The press reported that 
many improvements had been made 
at the track since the Christmas open
ing, and it was evident that these 
improvements had cost much money. 
Once again, the track management 
announced that prospects were excel
lent for a successful racing season, 
but, because of the unsettled litiga
tion, this optimism was not realistic. 

Mter two months of deliberations, 

the Florida Supreme Court finally 
decided to act, and upheld the injunc
tion issued by Judge Chillingworth. 
The court ruled that the certificate 
system did violate the 1911 state law, 
and thereby all horse tracks and dog 
tracks in Florida that were using the 
system were in violation of the law. 

Broward County Sheriff Paul 
Bryan found himself in a vulnerable 
position.13 On January 27, 1927, the 
Broward County Sheriffs Department 
was rocked with a scandal of tremen
dous proportions, possibly the great
est scandal in Broward law enforce
ment history. Sheriff Bryan and his 
entire deputy force were arrested by 
United States prohibition agents for 
violation of prohibition laws. Bryan 
and his deputies were never officially 
cleared. The case dragged on for three 
years, and did not end until after 
Bryan left office. After two mistrials 
at the United States District Court in 
Miami, the federal government 
dropped the case in 1930. Now, in 
March 1927, the sheriff found himself 
caught in the middle of the gambling 

-· . 
Parking lot and administration building 

at the Pompano track, 1926-1927. 



Broward County Sheriff Paul M. Bryan (left) and 
County Judge Fred B. Shippey (right). 

situation. The governor had the power 
to suspend local officials even if for
mal charges or indictments had not 
been lodged. The Florida Senate had 
to sustain such action before perma
nent action could be effective, but 
since the legislature only met in regu
lar session every other year, an offi
cial could be suspended for more than 
a year before the senate considered 
his plight. Furthermore, as a matter 
of senatorial courtesy, the senate usu
ally followed the wishes ofthe senator 
who represented the district where 
the suspended official resided. Sher
iffs seemed particularly vulnerable to 
the whims of Florida governors. In 
fact, Paul Bryan owed his position to 
the fact that Governor Cary A. Hardee 
had removed Sheriff A. W. Turner in 
1922 and had appointed Bryan to 
replace him. The following year, the 
Florida Senate sustained Turner's 
removal. So, the county sheriff, in 
many respects the most powerful 
county official, was constantly at the 
mercy ofthe whims of various Florida 
governors. 

·The embattled Broward sheriff 
decided to act. He sent deputies Rob
ert Kendall and Jot Shiver to the 
track, an action which resulted in the 
arrestoffourmen: Paul Beacom, presi-

dent ofthe Pompano Horse Club; J. E. 
Downs, secretary-manager; and W. 
F. Tilford and Frank Bekelheimer, 
horse owners. The four men were 
charged with gambling. 

Fred B. Shippey, Judge of the 
Broward County Court, then came on 
"center stage" in this legal drama. 14 

He held a "hurry-up"nightcourthear
ing for the four defendants. Appar
ently, Judge Shippey wanted a rapid 
resolution of the case in order to ac
commodate the defendants and pre
vent an interruption of the racing 
season. At Shippey's night court hear
ing, Broward County Prosecuting 
Attorney Charles Crim prosecuted the 
case, while Fort Lauderdale attorney 
Vincent C. Giblin appeared on behalf 
of the four defendants. 15 

Deputies Kendall and Shiver first 
took the stand to explain how the 
method of the transaction for which 
they had made the arrests violated 
the laws of the state. Their testimony 
described that under the system first 

. put into practice at the Pompano track 
the day before, a booth with the cap
tion "Horse Owners" over it was set 
aside where contributions were made 
as added amounts to the purse offered 
by the Pompano Horse Club. Receipts 
were then issued, the deputies testi-
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fled, to be exchanged for another ticket 
whereby the contributor chose the 
horse he expected to win. The ticket 
received from the horse owners as a 
receipt for contributions to an added 
purse read, "Received ofbearer __ 
(amount) as a voluntary contribution 
to be added to the purse to be awarded 
to the owner of the horse scoring first 
(or second) place in __ race at the 
Pompano Horse Club meet on March 
11." 

Carl H. Barlow and Fred M. Wertz 
were put on the stand by the state, but 
declared repeatedly during direct and 
cross examination that they had made 
voluntary contributions to an added 
purse, had so understood at the time, 
did not expect any return, and in fact 
had been perfectly informed that the 
money was to go to the owner of the 
horse winning first place and that any 
distribution made of it was purely 
voluntary on the part of the owner. 
The counsel for the defense then 
placed Paul Beacom on the stand. 
Beacom testified that at the time a 
receipt was issued to a contributor it 
was explained that the money was to 
go to the horseman winning the race, 
and that it belonged to him to do with 
as he saw fit. If the owner divided the 
added purse, Beacom added, the Pom
pano Horse Club had nothing to do 
with the matter. Beacom admitted 
that the owner of the winning horse 
made a contribution of five percent of 
the added purse to the Horse Club in 
return for operating expenses, but, 
under cross examination by prosecut
ing attorney Crim, emphatically de
nied that he had any prior agreement 
with horsemen that they should give 
him any percentage of the added purse 
to be distributed to the contributors. 

Isaac B. Hilton, editor of the Pom
pano News, who had selected two of 
the horses scoring, declared that he 
had contributed ten dollars to the 
added purses and felt that Beacom 
had not been treated fairly and de
served support. Asked by defense 
attorney Giblin if he was familiar 
with the contribution cards, Hilton 
stated that he had printed them and 
that he had two tickets still in his 
pocket on horses he had chosen which 
had scored in the race. Hilton testi
fied that after the race he had showed 
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the tickets to the owner of the win
ning horse and asked him if he was 
going to give him anything for them. 
"Not a thing, old fellow," he declared 
was the answer. He then admitted 
that the owner had called him back 
and given him $9.50. 

At the close of the testimony, pros
ecuting attorney Crim asked that the 
defendants be bound over as having 
violated the state statute relative to 
betting. Vincent Giblin, prefacing his 
plea for the defense, stated that he 
had been warned before the hearing 
that if he should attempt the defense 
of Paul Beacom his political future 
would be jeopardized. The counsel for 
the defense contended that the sys
tem employed at the Pompano track 
at the time of the raid differed from 
the mutual system on which the su
preme court had ruled in that the 
pari-mutuel system mentioned only 
"voluntary contributions," while the 
Pompano track's current system was 
based on "voluntary distribution," and 
therefore did not fall within the law as 
interpreted by the high court. 

Many prominent Broward attor
neys were present at the hearing and, 
at the request of Giblin, were permit
ted by the court to express an opinion 
on the question. J. R. Roach, Miller 
Walton, Maxwell Baxter, and Everett 
Hunt unanimously stated to the court 
that in their opinion, from the testi
mony introduced and the outline of 
the system made by Giblin, they be
lieved that nothing done at the Pom
pano track at the time of the raid 
contravened the laws of the state.16 

In reviewing the testimony, Judge 
Shippey stated that the question of 
betting at races had puzzled some of 
the best legal minds of the state, and 
that from the facts deduced, he ruled 
that the defendants were within the 
law, and were therefore discharged. 
So, it can be said that we had a spec
tacle of a county judge reversing a 
decision of the Florida Supreme Court. 
Judge Shippey's decision was greeted 
by a storm of applause and prolonged 
hand clapping and cheers.17 Immedi
ately after the decision, Paul Beacom 
announced that races at the Pompano 
track would continue for the rest of 
the meet, which was scheduled to last 
until April 5. 

Governor John W. Martin 
(courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives) 

When news of the Broward law 
enforcement fiasco reached Tallahas
see, Governor John W. Martin was 
furious. The chief executive sent two 
scorching telegrams to Fort Lauder
dale, one to Sheriff Bryan and one to 
Judge Shippey, telling the local offi
cials in effect to "shape up or ship out." 
He ordered Sheriff Bryan to break up 
gambling at the track, threatening 
him with suspension if he failed, and 
directed Judge Shippey to cooperate. 
His telegram to Bryan read in part: 

I have advised you that the law is 
plain and distinct as to gambling 
at race tracks. I shall expect you to 
break up the gambling at the Pom
pano race track this afternoon. If 
gambling continues this after-

noon, as much as I regret it, I am 
going to appoint a new sheriff for 
your county. You can advise me 
immediately whether the county 
judge is cooperating with you or 
not. I shall look for a wire Sunday 
morning as to your conduct this 
afternoon, which will determine 
my action by Monday morning.18 

To County Judge Shippey, the 
governor sent the following message: 

I have instructed the sheriff of 
Fort Lauderdale to break up gam
bling at race tracks in your county 
which is clearly in violation of 
state law as expressed by the su
preme court. You will advise me 
whether the sheriff brings before 
you offenders and your action in 



the matter. I shall expect you to do 
your whole duty in cooperating 
with the sheriff in breaking this 
up. You will advise me immedi
ately what action you take in this 
matter. 

Governor Martin told his secre
tary, "I am going to see that the deci
sion of the supreme court in the rac
ing question is enforced, even if it is 
necessary for me to order out the 
militia to do so. "19 In effect, Governor 
Martin told Judge Shippey in noun
certain terms that he would not toler
ate any decisions or rulings from the 
Broward County Court that would 
circumvent the clear and decisive opin
ion of the Florida Supreme Court. He 
gave the sheriff and the judge no 
"wiggle room."20 

Bryan and Shippey followed 
Martin's orders and sent telegrams to 
the determined governor, each prom
ising to follow the letter and spirit of 
the instructions. Horse racing in 
Florida under the certificate selling 
system gave its last futile kick and 
expired at Pompano with officers from 
the Broward County sheriffs office 
administering the last rites and a 
large crowd from nearby resorts look
ing on. At fifty-five minutes after post 
time for the first race, Deputy Sheriff 
Bob Kendall announced to the crowd 
assembled to watch that the races 
had been cancelled. The deputy sher
iff then read to the crowd the tele
grams which had been sent to Sheriff 
Bryan and Judge Shippey.21 Paul 
Beacom issued the following state
ment: 

My efforts to provide Florida with 
the high class racing it deserves 
has met with a temporary setback. 
Our newly adopted contribution 
and distribution method of rac
ing does not appeal to the 
constituted authorities whom we 
always have and always will rec
ognize. We must look for relief 
through legislation. I regret ex
ceedingly that it has been 
impossible for me to fulfill all my 
promises to my friends, support
ers, and horsemen. 

Despite these assurances of obe
dience to the law and a foreclosure 
suit instituted against the Pompano 

Horse Club by the Canal Lands Com
pany of Chicago, previous owners of 
the property, the club's officers made 
one last feeble attempt to revive rac
ing at the track in the last months of 
1927. OnNovember30, the Fort Lau
derdale Daily News announced that a 
carload of horses had arrived from 
Lexington, Kentucky, on the Seaboard 
Air Line Railroad the previous day, 
and that a second shipment from 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, was expected mo
mentarily. Discussing his plans for 
the track's "second season," Paul 
Beacom announced that "to provide 
amusement for the many visitors who 
will be in this section of Florida this 
winter," the racing season would open 
on December 24. Any mention of gam-
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bling was conspicuously absent from 
the announcement. 22 

For reasons not fully explained, 
the planned opening was postponed 
for three weeks. In the meantime, the 
American Legion sponsored auto races 
at the track on December 26, charg
ing seventy-five cents admission fee. 
With the coming of the new year, Paul 
Beacom informed the local press that 
a forty-five day meet would begin on 
January 14, 1928. Again, he carefully 
avoided mention of any system ofbet
ting.23 

Word of the planned revival of 
horse racing at the track brought a 
quick reply from Governor Martin. In 
a brief telegram to Sheriff Bryan, 
Martin stated: 

The Florida Motor · Contest Associa- · 
tion Announces Its Initial 

Auto .. Raee 

TlllleTriala 
1. p .... 

·f'lnt Race 
Zr30 p.m. 

:'.~ihoember. 26th 
·.;.. . :~ .. TicD:i'tS ON SALE AT 
. :noWARD HOTEL 
: . I • MAR'Y'LAND HOTEL 

. HAILEY· BROS. DRUG STORE 
t'.;. · ( BltCK'S DRtJC STORE· 

• . · • · . , BUSIN.E.SS' EQUIPMINT COh 
":;,.: .~ 1 ·:. SoDA. SMOKE• ·.• • . 
· ~-' ·. SUMM~S ~UHTAift 

. .,. . . ',. 
•n•i::..Rft;..~:w..,... c.: · · ''·..,. ...... 

. . 
~-· 

December 23, 1927, Fort Lauderdale Daily News 
advertisement for auto races at the horse track. 
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I am advised that an effort will be 
made to violate the state laws re
garding gambling at the race track 
in Pompano. Are you equipped to 
break this up and will you do it? If 
you are unable to prevent this vio
lation of the state laws, please 
advise me, as I propose to see that 
the laws are not violated. If neces
sary, I will send state troops to 
Pompano to enforce them. 

No doubt convinced of the seri
ousness of the governor's intentions, 
Sheriff Bryan replied that he was "in 
a position" to enforce the anti-gam
bling law.24 

In the following days, many 
local citizens expressed resentment 
at Martin's threat to send state troops 
into Broward County, and the Pom
pano city council indignantly chas
tised the governor for "holding the 
city up to scorn before the state and 
the nation as a center of lawbreak
ers." Governor Martin fired back a 
declaration that he cared nothing for 
municipal reputations when it came 
to enforcing the law. Paul Beacom 
then added to the uproar by sarcasti
cally announcing his candidacy for 
governor in the upcoming election on 
a platform of strict enforcement of the 
laws, which, he jokingly commented, 
"have been violated openly." This 
most recent flood of controversy at
tracted considerable attention in the 
local press, then rapidly dissipated as 
the attempts to reopen the track sput
tered and died in the face of continu
ing financial difficulties and the 
unyielding opposition of state authori
ties.25 

Thus ended this strange chapter 
ofBroward legal history. For the next 
several years there were sporadic ef
forts to hold other events at the Pom
pano track. A number of auto races, 
as well as numerous professional box
ing events, took place there. Finally, 
in 1962, a generation after race track 
betting was legalized in 1931, trotter 
racing was established as a regular 
feature at the Pompano track. A large, 
modern clubhouse and grandstand 
complex was constructed on the prop
erty, and today, Pompano Park, as 
the facility has been named, boasts 
both harness and quarterhorse rac
ing. 

One question underscores the 
brief early history of horse racing at 
the Pompano track-why did the pro
moters take such a gamble in clear 
violation of state law? At a distance of 
over sixty years, we can only specu
late. They probably overrated the 
influence of tourist industry leaders, 
such as the Hotel Association, to pro
tect them. They probably also be
lieved they had cleared the last hurdle 
when Governor Martin signed the 
incorporation papers in 1925. 

In this estimation, they failed to 
consider the influence of certain local 
officials who opposed gambling op
erations. It must be remembered that 
Governor Martin did not become in
volved in the case until the courts 
became involved. The courts did not 
become involved until County Com
missioner John Bryan of Dania be
came involved. While there had been 
feeble efforts to obtain injunctions 
against tracks in Dade County, those 
efforts had been dismissed by the lo
cal judiciary, and there had been no 
appeals. John Bryan lived in a differ-

ent judicial circuit. He brought his 
complaint before Fifteenth Circuit 
Judge Curtis E. Chillingworth ofWest 
Palm Beach, a tough but fair no-non
sense judge whose professional inter
est was not to aid or injure the tourist 
industry, but to correctly interpret 
and apply the law. When Judge 
Chillingworth granted the injunction, 
the race track officials had no choice 
except to appeal to the Florida Su
preme Court, causing the high court 
to rule on the matter for the first time. 

It has been suggested that the 
reason that Governor Martin subse
quently acted with so much energy 
was because he was embarrassed at 
having signed the incorporation pa
pers and was determined to remove 
himself from "the whole mess." No 
matter what his motive may have 
been, Martin acted in a determined 
manner, and Florida's anti-gambling 
laws were enforced. Despite stub
born efforts and ingenious arguments, 
the promoters of horse racing in Porn
pano failed in their attempts to cir
cumvent state law. 

The old Pompano Race Track's Moorish style grandstand building 
currently serves as a kitchen at the Pompano Park facility (courtesy 
of Research Atlantica). 



1 If the Tunney-Stribling fight had material
ized, Fort Lauderdale would have certainly 
received national attention. In 1926, Gene 
Tunney was the leading contender for the 
world heavyweight championship, and later 
that year dethroned Jack Dempsey for the 
title. Tunney kept the championship for two 
years, made one million dollars, married an 
heiress, retired from the ring, studied 
Shakespeare, and moved in upper class 
circles. Though largely self-educated, 
Tunney was very studious, and became a 
Shakespearean scholar. He, at one time, 
lectured on Shakespeare at Yale University. 
Tunney's son, John Tunney, armed with 
degrees from Yale and the University of 
Virginia Law School, served as a Demo
cratic member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives from Califomia (1965-1971) 
and as United States Senator (1971-1977). 
William Lawrence (Young) Stribling, famed 
Macon, Georgia, boxer, was popular in the 
South and also with the middle class through
out the country. Stribling turned many of 
the middle class (including this author) into 
boxing fans. 

2 Fort Lauderdale Daily News, June 6, 1925. 
3 Ibid., June 8, 1925. 
• John W. Martin (1884-1958), a strong willed 

govemor of Florida from 1925 to 1929, had 
previously served as mayor of Jacksonville. 
Governor Martin developed a reputation as 
a spoilsman. At the conclusion of his term, 
he ran an unsuccessful race against U.S. 
Senator Park Trammell. In 1932 he was 
defeated by Dave Sholtz in an effort to 
return to the governor's office. Later Gover
nor Martin became associated with the 
DuPont interests and served as a receiver 
for the Florida East Coast Railway. In 1948, 
he was a candidate for presidential elector 
on the States Rights Democratic (Dixiecrat) 
ticket. 

• Fort Lauderdale Daily News, July 24, 1925. 
8 Ibid. 
1 Ibid., December 26, 1926. 
8 Ibid., December 30, 1926. Broward pioneer 

JohnM.Bryan(1874-1936)movedtopresent
day Broward County around the tum of the 
century. His two brothers, both prominent 
Jacksonville lawyers, each served as United 
States Senators, William James Bryan 
(1876-1908) by appointment from 1907 to 
1908, and Nathaniel P. Bryan (1872-1935) 
by election from 1911 to 1917. Nathaniel 
Bryan was defeated for reelection by former 
Governor Park Trammell in 1916, and was 
appointed by President Wilson as Judge of 
the Fifth District Court of Appeals in 1920. 
He held that position until his death. John 
M. Bryan served on the Broward County 
Commission from 1925 until1929. 

9 Fort Lauderdale Daily News, December 30, 

1926. Broward pioneer Willard M. Pope 
(1882-1940), who was very prominent in the 
county's early history, served as county at
torney from 1925 to 1931. Commissioner 
Bryan insisted that he was taking action 
against the race track as an individual and 
not as a county commissioner. 

1° Curtis E. Chillingworth (1896-1955) served 
as Judge of the Palm Beach County Court 
from 1921 to 1923, and as Judge of the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit from 1923 until 
his death. Judge Chillingworth had an 
unequalled reputation for knowledge of the 
law, fairness, and industry. In 1955, he was 
murdered along with his wife. See Donald 
G. Lester, "The End of Our Innocence: The 
Chillingworth Murder Case," Broward 
Legacy, vol. 16, nos 3-4 (Summer-Fall1993), 
11-30. 

11 James M. Carson (1887-1950), a nephew of 
John M. Bryan, was a prominent Miami 
attorney and an unsuccessful candidate for 
governor in 1928. Carson's wife, Ruby Leach 
Carson (dec. 1977), was a prominent Florida 
historian. 

12 Fort Lauderdale Daily News, January 11, 
1927. 

13 Paul Bryan (1891-1942), a distant cousin of 
John M. Bryan and a brother-in-law ofBro
ward pioneers Frank Oliver and Lucian 
Craig, moved to this area with his family 
around the turn of the century. He was 
appointed sheriff in 1922, following the sus
pension of Broward's first sheriff, A. W. 
Turner, by Governor Cary A. Hardee for 
nonfeasance in office. Bryan defeated Turner 
in the 1924 Democratic primary. The year 
1927 proved to be a rough year for Paul 
Bryan. In January, the entire sheriff's force 
was arrested by federal authorities for the 
violation of prohibition law, in March Bryan 
got caught in the legal battle over horse 
racing in Pompano, and later in the year he 
and his deputies were the targets of blister
ing verbal abuse during the first Hicks 
murder trial. For an account of Bryan's 
troubles, see Donald G. Lester, "Justice of 
the Peace William A. Hicks," Broward 
Legacy, vol.15,nos.1-2(Winter-Spring 1992), 
8-17. 

14 Fred B. Shippey (1877 -1934) served as Judge 
of the Broward County Court from 1920 to 
1933, the second man to hold that office. 
Judge Shippey was not a lawyer, but during 
that era a county judge was not required to 
be a member of the bar. 

16 County pioneer Charles Crim (1896-1972) 
served as Broward County Prosecuting At
torney from 1925 to 1929. He was defeated 
for reelection in 1928, and was unsuccessful 
as a candidate for a seat in the Florida 
Legislature in 1936. During the 1930s, 
Crim served the county as probation officer. 
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Vincent C. Giblin was a brilliant attorney, 
who, later in 1927, became the first judge of 
the newly-created Twenty-second Judicial 
Circuit. In 1928, Giblin lost in the Demo
cratic primary to George W. Tedder, Sr. He 
then moved to Dade County, where he spe
cialized in the practice of criminal law. A 
generation later, Giblin became a Dade 
County circuit judge. For an account of 
Giblin's Broward County career, see Donald 
G. Lester, "Broward Politics, 1928-1938: 
Political Influence in Depression Era Bro
ward," Broward Legacy, vol. 13, nos. 3-4 
(Summer-Fall1990), 3-9. 

18 The author finds it interesting that J . R. 
Roach (1888-1950) was included as one of 
the lawyers requested by Giblin to give his 
legal opinion to the court. While very suc
cessful in the practice of criminallaw, Roach 
was certainly no "insider." In fact the author 
has labeled Roach and his partner, J . B. 
Hoy!, as "professional outsiders." The au
thor considers what his father, Fort 
Lauderdale attorney Hugh Lester (1884-
1957) said in a different context. 
Commenting on the operations of the county 
court under Judge Shippey, Lester said, 
"Shippey was inclined to let Roach run his 
court." That might explain Giblin's interest 
in having Roach give his opinion in Shippey's 
court. 

17 Since it was generally agreed upon that the 
defendants took part in the certificate sys
tem then in use at the Pompano track, the 
only issue that remained was the legality of 
the certificate system, in spite of defense 
attempts to cloud the issue by making dis
tinctions between voluntary "contributions" 
and "distribution." The Florida Supreme 
Court had said that the certificate system 
was in violation of state law. When Judge 
Shippey ruled that the system was not in 
violation of state law, an unusual situation 
emerged of a county judge reversing a su
preme court decision. 

18 Fort Lauderdale Daily News, March 12, 
1927. 

19 Ibid. 
20 The author is very impressed with the man

ner in which Governor Martin closed all of 
the loopholes. He certainly left Bryan and 
Shippey no way out except to comply with 
the governor's orders. 

21 Paul Bryan certainly "got the message." The 
only way Bryan could be certain that no 
gambling was taking place at the Pompano 
Race Track was to close the track, which he 
did. 

22 Fort Lauderdale Daily News, November 6, 
30, 1927. 

23 Ibid. , December 23, 1927, J anuary 6, 1928. 
24 Ibid. , January 6, 1928. 
28 Ibid., January 8, 1928. 
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F9RTIES 

by William G. Crawford, Jr. 

The "Roaring Twenties" saw the 
rise ofthe "developer city" in Broward 
County. At the peak of the land boom, 
land developers were instrumental in 
the creation of the towns of Davie 
(1925), Deerfield Beach (1925), Holly
wood (1925 ), Oakland Park (originally 
Floranada, 1925), Hallandale (1927), 
and Lauderdale-by-the-Sea (1927). 1 

During the 1930s, Broward County 
continued to grow as a tourist attrac
tion in spite of the Great Depression; 
the population doubled to almost 
40,000 by the start of World War IJ.2 
During the war years, Fort Lauder
dale and Hollywood became major 
training centers for navy and marine 
fliers from around the country.3 

In the 1940s, Broward, along with 
Palm Beach County, was part of the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit.4 All major 
agencies of county government, in
cluding the county commission and 
county attorney, the school board, both 
the tax collector and tax assessor, the 
sheriff, the supervisor of registration, 
and even the health department, were 
located in Broward's second court
house, which had been built in 1928.6 

That second courthouse, located at 
the northwest corner of Southeast 
Sixth Street and Third A venue in 

Fort Lauderdale, would be razed in 
1991 to make way for the construction 
of new courthouse facilities. 

Judges Boyd Anderson and 
George Tedder, Sr. 

During the 1940s, Broward had 
only two judges presiding at the 1928 
courthouse-County Judge Boyd H. 
Anderson and Circuit Judge George 

W. Tedder, Sr. Anderson had served 
as county judge since 1933 and would 
continue to serve until his passing in 
1968. He presided over a wide range 
of judicial matters, including appeals 
from decisions of the various justices 
of the peace, tenant evictions, and 
small claims, as well as probate, guard
ianship, and juvenile matters. Judge 

The decade of the 1940s was a crucial turning point in Broward 
County's history, and nowhere was this more evident than in the 
county's governmental and judicial center-the courthouse on Southeast 
Sixth Street and Third Avenue in Fort Lauderdale. At the onset of the 
decade, the institutions and patterns of Depression-era Broward 
remained firmly in place. By the end of the forties, however, the effects 
of the Second World War, and especially the initial stirrings of the post
war population boom had started the county on a new path, symbolized 
by the first major physical addition to the courthouse since its construction 
in 1928. The long terms of a number of county officials during and after 
the forties helped provide stability during this period of great transition. 

Broward County native William G. Crawford, Jr., is a Fort 
Lauderdale attorney, Vice-Chairman of the Historical Commission, 
and serves on the Board of Trustees of the Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society. He has done extensive research on Broward's two courthouse 
buildings and their occupants from the county's creation to the present. 
His father, architect William G. Crawford, Sr., designed the 1955 
courthouse additions and, in conjunction with James M. Hartley of 
Hollywood, all additions thereafter until1978. 
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Fifteenth Judicial Circuit Judge 
George W. Tedder, Sr. 

Broward County Judge Boyd H. Anderson 

Anderson even issued fishing licenses 
and presided over absentee voting.6 

Born on April 13, 1902, near 
Conneaut, Ohio, young Boyd Ander
son moved with his family to a farm 
near Fort Lauderdale in 1917.7 He 
began his courthouse career in 1928 
when County Judge Fred B. Shippey 
swore him in as clerk of the county 
court. In 1933, Anderson succeeded 
Shippey when Shippey became ill and 
resigned.8 Upon Anderson's appoint
ment by Governor Dave Sholtz, a lo
cal newspaper stated that Judge 
Anderson had possessed in his former 
position as clerk, "the case history of 
many of the periodical offenders who 
at intervals will probably face him on 
the bench for waywardness. "9 

Judge Anderson did not become a 
lawyer until he passed the bar exami
nation in 1949 with a score ranking 
him among the top one-third of those 
passing the test; at that time, he had 
been a Broward judge for more than 
sixteen years. 10 He never attended 
college or law school; in fact, he had 
only a high school education, having 

graduated from Fort Lauderdale High 
School in 1920_11 

After 1945,juvenile matters were 
handled by a separate judge when S. 
Dorr Davis began a long tenure as 
Broward's first elected juvenile court 
judge, continuing until his death in 
1964. Judge Davis conducted juve
nile proceedings in a two-story frame 
house immediately to the north of the 
1928 courthouse. His juvenile proba
tion officer was Doyle McNeese. 

In the forties, Judge George W. 
Tedder, Sr. was one of only three 
circuit judges in the Fifteenth Judi
cial Circuit, and the only circuit judge 
sittinginBroward County.12 The other 
circuit judges, C. E . Chillingworth 
and JosephS. White, presided in West 
Palm Beach. Tedder, who had de
feated Broward's first circuit judge, 
Vincent Giblin, in a bitterly contested 
election in 1928, was born in Madi
son, Florida, in 1880.13 Mter gradua
tion from college, he taught school 
from 1898until1903inMadison, Tay
lor, and Manatee counties.14 From 
1921 to 1925, he served as county 

Broward County Juvenile Court 
Judge Dorr Davis (courtesy of 
Broward County Bar 
Association). 
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judge of Madison County, where he 
also practiced law.16 

In 1925, Tedder moved to Fort 
Lauderdale, where he continued to 
practice law. After defeating Giblin 
in the 1928 election, he received his 
commission as circuit judge from Gov
ernor Doyle E. Carlton on June 20, 
1929.16 During his tenure, from 1929 
until his retirement in 1954, Tedder 
adjudicated a broad range of civil and 
criminal matters, including several 
important first degree murder cases. 

Assistant State Attorneys -
Louis Maire and 

Dwight L. Rogers, Jr. 

The Broward County Courthouse 
of 1928 also housed the offices of the 
assistant state attorney. In the for
ties, the Office of the State Attorney 
was located in West Palm Beach-the 
seat of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit; 
Broward County had only one assis
tant state attorney. And only two 
men served in that position during 
the forties: Fort Lauderdale attor
neys Louis Maire and Dwight L. 
Rogers, Jr. 

Louis Maire was born inN ew York 
in 1894, but grew up in Georgia. After 
graduating from Detroit College of 
Law at the age of twenty, he was 
admitted to the bars of Michigan and 
Georgia before settling in Florida in 
1923.17 Soon after his admission to 

the Florida Bar, he unsuccessfully 
ran against incumbent County Judge 
Fred Shippey in 1924. Maire later 
became Fort Lauderdale municipal 
judge, and when the Twenty-second 
Judicial Circuit, encompassing Brow
ard County, was formed in 1927, was 
appointed state attorney for the new 
circuit by Governor John W. Martin. 18 

Maire continued to serve as 
Broward's sole state attorney even 
after the Florida Legislature abol
ished the Twenty-secondJudicial Cir
cuit in 1935 and Broward rejoined 
Palm Beach County in the Fifteenth 
Circuit. Maire was permitted to oc
cupy the Office of State Attorney in 
Browardforfourmoreyears. In 1939, 
he became Broward's sole assistant 
state attorney and served in that of
fice until 1947, when he went into 
private practice.19 

Fort Lauderdale attorney Dwight 
L. Rogers, Jr., closed out the forties as 
assistant state attorney. Rogers suc
ceeded Maire and served as Broward's 
assistant state attorney in Fort Lau
derdale under State Attorney Phil 
O'Connell from 1947 until1951.20 

Born in Ocilla, Georgia, in 1917, 
Rogers moved with his family to Brow
ard County in 1925 and graduated 
from Fort Lauderdale High School in 
1934. He obtained both undergradu
ate and law degrees from the Univer
sity ofFlorida, and in 1941 was admit-

ted to the Florida Bar. After World 
War II, he joined his father's (Con
gressman Dwight L. Rogers, Sr.'s) and 
John E. Morris, Sr.'s law firm. Now 
known as Rogers, Morris and Ziegler, 
this law firm is the county's oldest. 

County Prosecuting Attorney -
Miller, Warren, and Farrington 

In the 1940s, the county prosecu
tor, whose offices were located across 
the street from the 1928 courthouse, 
on the east side ofThird Avenue, was 
charged with the duties of prosecut
ing misdemeanor cases and of bring
ing injunction proceedings to enjoin 
violations of state law. The county's 
third elected prosecutor, W. Gerry 
Miller, Sr., wasborninNewFreedom, 
Pennsylvania, on October 26, 1897.21 

Miller graduated from Dickinson Col
lege and was admitted to the bar in 
Pennsylvania. In 1925, he moved to 
Jacksonville, where he practiced law 
for only one year before moving to 
Fort Lauderdale. Miller became 
county prosecutor in 1933 and served 
until his resignation in 1948. 

Upon Miller's resignation, Lamar 
Warren was appointed county pros
ecuting attorney. Warren, who had 
come to Broward in 1946 after serving 
as a law clerk at the Florida Supreme 
Court and as an assistant attorney 
general in Tallahassee, served just 
eight months as county prosecutor in 

Broward assistant state attorneys during the 1940s were Louis Maire (left, 
photo courtesy of Broward County Bar Association) and 

Dwight L. Rogers, Jr. (right, photo courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Rogers). 



Prosecuting 
Attorney and later 

Circuit Judge 
Lamar Warren 

(courtesy of 
Broward County 
Bar Association. 

Prosecuting 
Attorney 
W. Gerry Miller, Sr. 

Otis Farrington 
succeeded Warren as 
prosecuting attorney, 
and also went on to 
become circuit judge 
(courtesy of Broward 
County Bar 
Association). 
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1948.22 Bom in Palatka, Florida, on 
September 27, 1910, the son of a phy
sician, Warren attended the Univer
sity of Florida, but never graduated. 

After leaving the university dur
ing the Depression, Warren took a job 
as a short-hand reporter for the Sev
enth Judicial Circuit(Putnam County) 
at the then-handsome salary of $600 
a month. While working as a re
porter, he was invited by Florida Su
preme Court Justice Elwyn Thomas 
to clerk for the justice in Tallahassee. 
Warren passed the bar in 1941. 

In 1943, Florida Attomey Gen
eral Tom Watson appointed Warren 
as an assistant attorney general. 
Warren served in this post until1946, 
when Watson announced his inten
tion to run for governor. Warren then 
went into private practice in Fort 
Lauderdale for two years before be
coming county prosecutor. At the 
time ofhis coming to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1946, there were only 100 lawyers 
in Broward County.23 

After his resignation as county 
prosecutor, Warren became Broward 
County's second circuit judge in 1951 
(serving with Judge George W. 
Tedder, Sr.) at an annual salary of 
$15,000ayedr.24 Hecontinuedinthat 
position until his retirement in 1979, 
serving nearly twenty-eight years. 
During that time, he led the organiza
tion of the County Courthouse Law 
Library, and in 1968 he was elected 
chairman of the American Bar 
Association's National State Trial 
Judges Conference. 

Otis Farrington, who would be
come Broward's third circuit judge, 
succeeded Warren as county prosecu
tor and was issued his commission in 
1949. Farrington, son of widely-ac
claimed Fort Lauderdale criminal 
defense lawyer C. E. Farrington, was 
bominFortLauderdalein 1917.25 He 
attended Broward County public 
schools and graduated from the un
dergraduate and law schools of the 
University of Florida, the latter in 
1940 with honors. 

From 1940 until 1949, except for 
four years' service in the U. S. Army, 
Farrington engaged in the private 
practice of law in Fort Lauderdale. 
He served as county prosecutor (which 
became the Office of the Broward 
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Left to right: Broward County Sheriff Walter R. Clark, 
Criminal Court of Record Judge William T. Kennedy, 

and Clerk of the Circuit Court Ted Cabot. 

County Solicitor in 1949) until 1954, 
when he was appointed Broward's 
third circuit judge (serving with 
Judges Tedder, Sr., and Warren), and 
served on the bench until his retire
ment in 1979. During his twenty-five 
years' service, Judge Farrington was 
re-elected after each term without 
opposition. 

Criminal Court of 
Record Created 

In 1949, the Criminal Court of 
Record was created. W. E. Bunch, Jr., 
who later became clerk of the Court of 
Record when that court was created 
in 1959, was elected its first clerk. 
William T. Kennedy, whose father 
was Fort Lauderdale's first physician, 
was elected judge of the Criminal 
Court of Record in 1949.26 Jurisdic
tion of the Criminal Court of Record 
then encompassed all crimes other 
than capital crimes. 

Sheriff Walter Clark Suspended, 
Returns to Office, Prosecuted, 

then Removed 

Also housed in the 1928 court
house during the forties was Walter 
Clark. Clark became Broward's third 
sheriff in 1933 after defeating Aden 
Waterman Turner, the county's first 
sheriff. Turner had been elected to 
serve a second time after his suspen
sion by the governor and replacement 
with Paul C. Bryan. Clark served as 
sheriff from 1933 until his own sus
pension in 1942, and then from 1945 
until his removal from office in 1950 
by Governor Fuller Warren amid re
ports ofhis involvement in a company 
engaged in selling slot machines in 
Broward County. 

Wide-open gambling in Broward 
County came to an end in 1948 when 
the county's sole assistant state attor
ney, Dwight L. Rogers, Jr., sought 
and received from Circuit Judge 

George W. Tedder, Sr., an injunction 
barring the operation of three gam
bling houses in the county. 27 In 1950, 
Sheriff Clark and others were charged 
by the grand jury with illegal posses
sion of slot machines and conducting 
a lottery. The case was prosecuted by 
County Prosecutor Otis Farrington 
before Judge W. T. Kennedy, first 
judge of the newly-created Criminal 
Court of Record, and, after a sensa
tional trial, the proceedings ended in 
the acquittal of Sheriff Clark. 

Cabot Succeeds Bennett as 
Clerk of the Circuit Court 

During the forties, in addition to 
duties as keeper of the court docket 
and recorder of public documents, the 
clerk of the circuit court served as 
accountant and clerk of the board of 
county commissioners. The office of 
clerk of the circuit court was occupied 
by only two individuals during the 
forties - E. R. Bennett, who had 



Supervisor of Registration Easter Lily Gates at her desk 
in the courthouse in the 1940s. 

defeated Broward's first clerk, Frank 
A. Bryan, and Ted Cabot. Widely 
respected and well-liked, Cabot served 
as clerk of the circuit court from 1945 
until 1954. While serving as clerk, 
Cabot attended night law school at 
the University of Miami and later 
became a lawyer. He never attended 
college at the undergraduate level. 

In 1954, Cabot was elected to the 
state senate, where he served for four 
years. He was elected to a circuit · 
judgeship in 1959, and in 1966 was 
appointed to serve as a federal judge 
in Miami by President Lyndon John
son.28 

Hansen, Berryhill, and 
Mrs. Gates 

The offices of the tax assessor, tax 
collector, and supervisor of registra-

tion in the 1928 courthouse were each 
occupied by only one person during 
the forties . 29 Elected as tax assessor 
forthefirsttimein 1932, L. 0. Hansen 
was the son of Peter Hansen, who had 
been Dania's first tax assessor and 
one of the original thirty Danes re
cruited by A. C. Frost in Oconto, Wis
consin, in 1904 to colonize the town of 
Modelo, later known as Dania. Before 
becoming Broward's assessor, L. 0. 
Hansen served five years as Holly
wood tax assessor and fifteen years as 
Dania assessor. He served as Brow
ard County assessor for thirty years, 
until his retirement in 1962. 

Born in 1878 in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, W. 0 . Berryhill was 
Broward's first tax collector when the 
county was formed in 1915. Berryhill 
had settled in Fort Lauderdale to farm 
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County tax officials during the 
forties included Collector William 
0. ''Deacon" Berryhill (top) and 
Assessor L. 0. Hansen (below). 

along the New River around 1904. 
Having sold his first partnership in
terest in a general merchandise store 
to Frank Stranahan in 1908, he formed 
a partnership to operate a general 
store with Bloxham A. Cromartie in 
1910. 

When Broward County was ere-
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ated by the state legislature in 1915, 
Governor Park Trammell appointed 
Berryhill county tax collector. 
Berryhill stood for election in 1916, 
was victorious, and continued to serve 
until1925, and then again from 1933 
until 1952. William 0 . "Deacon" 
Berryhill, so named because of his 
service to Fort Lauderdale's First Pres
byterian Church, acted as tax collec
tor for a total of twenty-nine years. 

Easter Lily Gates, as supervisor 
of registration (elections), served 
longer than any other Broward elected 
official, overseeing voter registration 
and elections for forty years from tak
ing office in 1929 until her retirement 
in 1969. Mrs. Gates was well known 
for her colorful hats, which she wore 
on all occasions. 

County Attorney John U. Lloyd 

The county attorney in the forties 
occupied offices on the first floor of the 
1928 courthouse. In 1941, John U. 
Lloyd was appointed county attorney, 

County Attorney John U. Lloyd 
(courtesy ofBroward County Bar 
Association). 

and, except for three years in the U.S. 
Naval Reserve, was legal advisor to 
the Board of County Commissioners 
of Broward County until his death in 
1975.30 

Lloyd was born in White Springs, 
in Hamilton County, near the Florida
Georgia border, and his family moved 
to Fort Lauderdale in 1914, one year 
before the creation ofBroward County. 
In 1937, Lloyd graduated from the 
University of Florida Law School and 
went into private practice in Miami. 
Six months later, he moved back to 
Fort Lauderdale, where he continued 
his private practice. 

At the beginning of his tenure as 
county attorney, Lloyd's position was 
part-time. Later, when the job be
came a full-time endeavor, Lloyd 
served without any assistants until 
1963, when he hired Betty Lynn Lee 
as the first assistant county attorney. 
Mrs. Lee was the daughter of C. L. 
Chancey, a prominent pioneer Bro
ward attorney. When Lloyd passed 
away in 1975, shortly after announc-

ing his retirement as county attorney, 
Betty Lynn Lee was appointed to suc
ceed him. In explaining not having a 
contract with the county commission
ers, Lloyd said, "I work from Tuesday 
to Tuesday at the pleasure of the 
commissioners. And that's the way I 
want it."31 In 1976, Lloyd's contribu
tions to Broward County were recog
nized when the Broward Beach State 
Recreation Area was renamed the 
John U. Lloyd Beach State Recre
ation Area.32 

1949 Courthouse Addition 

By the end of the 1940s, county 
population had more than doubled to 
an estimated 89,000. The demands 
placed on county government created 
a need for greater space within the 
1928 courthouse. In February 1949, 
plans were made for a three-story, L
shaped annex to be added to the north 
wing of that building. 

The addition was designed by Fort 
Lauderdale architect Clinton Gamble, 
who had designed War Memorial 

This September 1960 view of the courthouse shows the 1949 addition 
(arrow), as well as the five-story 1956 wing to the right. Ground has 
been cleared for a third addition. 



Auditorium in Fort Lauderdale's Holi
day Park. 33 County officials expected 
the 9,4 72 square foot addition to cost 
only $75,000. Built by Caldwell-Scott 
(now Caldwell McKnight) Construc
tion Company, the annex cost over 
$99,000 upon completion in October 
1949, almost one third more than had 
been originally anticipated. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, numer
ous multi-million-dollar additions and 
renovations to the 1928 courthouse 
would be made as Broward County's 
population continued to grow. 
Broward's public officials would dis
tinguish the county with long tenures 
of service: Circuit Judge George W. 
Tedder, Sr., and County Judge Boyd 
Anderson would remain in office 
twenty-five and thirty-five years, re
spectively. In the offices of tax collec
tor and supervisor of elections, 
Berryhill and Mrs. Gates would re
main until 1952 and 1969, respec
tively; Mrs. Gates' tenure would be 
the longest in county history for an 
elected official-an astounding forty 
years. Lloyd would serve thirty-three 
years as county attorney until 1975, 
the longest tenure of any county at
torney in Broward history. 

At the beginning of the forties, 
there were thirty-one law firm list
ings in the Fort Lauderdale city direc
tory and ten in Hollywood's publica
tion. 34 At the end of the decade, Fort 
Lauderdale's listings had grown by 
almost fifty percent to forty-four; Hol
lywood law firm listings grew thirty 
percent to thirteen.35 By 1993, Brow
ard would be home to more than 4,300 
attorneys, and the county's popula
tion would swell to more than 
1,400,000, a dramatic thirty-fold in
crease since 1940.36 This astounding 
growth in both population and legal 
demands was reflected in the expan
sion of both human and physical re
sources in the county courthouse dur
ing and after the 1940s. 
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AND THE FOUNDING OF 

I t1llt1Ddt1le: 
New Documents and Understanding 

Recently opened documents in the 
Richter Library Special Collections at 
the University ofMiami have revealed 
previously unknown information re
garding the development of early 
Hallandale and those who played sig
nificant roles in its initial years. The 
Model Land Company papers, mostly 
those of Frederick Morse, the 
company's largest local agent, expose 
Olof Zetterlund as more than just a 
casual investor or speculator in the 
community's growth. Added to the 
letters detailing the opening of the 
lands of the Florida Coast Line Canal 
and Transportation Company found 
in the A. P. Sawyer papers, located in 
the State Library of Florida at Talla
hassee, these documents paint a much 
more complete and sophisticated pic
ture of one of southeast Florida's early 
land developers. Combined with the 
earlier research of Bill McGoun and 
the recent studies of William R. 
Adams, they bring an important seg
ment of Broward County history into 
sharper focus. 

by JOE KNETSCH 

As early as February 15, 1896, 
agents of the land company were al
ready in south Florida, looking for the 
arrival of Scandinavian colonists. 
James R. Ingraham, the representa
tive of the Model Land Company as 
well as many other Flagler land busi
nesses, and George F. Miles, a direc
tor in the Boston and Florida Atlantic 
Coast Land Company and engineer 
and officer with the Florida Coast 
Line Canal and Transportation Com
pany, vigorously discussed the price 

of various types ofland in the region. 
In a letter of this date, Ingraham 
asked Miles to reserve 3,000 acres in 
the area of what was soon to be called 
Hallandale for six months, with the 
prices of the land to be fixed at seven
teen dollars per acre for pine land and 
100 dollars per acre for muck lands.1 

This same letter also notes that 
contracts were already pending on 
the sale of these lands. Although the 
price of this land may appear to be 
high, considering the economy of the 

Although OlofZetterlund was one of Hallandale's most influential 
individuals, and although he lived until 1945, he has remained a 
somewhat shadowy figure in the city's history. In this article, based on 
research conducted in the Model Land Company papers at the University 
of Miami, historian Joe Knetsch details Zetterlund's land development 
activities in Hallandale from the 1890s to the 191 Os, and, in the process, 
reveals new facets of this active and complex man. 

Dr. Knetsch, a frequent Broward Legacy contributor, is historian 
with the Florida Department of Nat ural Resources in Tallahassee and 
a former Broward County Historical Commissioner. 



Florida Coast Line Canal and Transportation Co. 

Sr. AuousnNE. FLA .• 

A. P. sawyer, Esq., 

President, 
Boston, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Sawyer:-

. septe:I:ber 19th, i9~6. 

I send )'OU by this mail a rr.ap showing the lands or the 

Boston and florida company which are included in the proposed settlements of 
Modele and Holland, the 6. & F. lands are shown by tne li•ht shaded lines, and 

each reserve is enclosed within the red pencil marKS. I also send _ a memo. c~u 
tract to be executed ror the first lot sold under our agreement. ~e amount 
mentioned viz. $21.25 which is the first payment <on acco~ntl stands to the 
credit of the company at Mr. In&raham's office. I do not quite kno~ where I 

come in' in this transaction, as we are obliged to pay ~r. Linton's comnus
sion or 25% on these sales, which leave5only a net price or about · $3.5{) per 
acre for cine land and $28.10 per acre for muck until December 15th, 1896, af
ter which. we '!'ill,' under the agreements, ~ $.37.50 for muc~ and s12. 75 -for 
pine. I would lL:e to kno·~ your views as to a fair commission to be paid to 

me on the net amount real1 zed from these sales. I shall undoubtedly have a 

e;god deal of wcrk in connection ~·ith the settlements, and feel that I am en-

titled to some compensation. I dare say that under the circumstances 15% is 

rather mere than I could expect, though I shall probably have more work in 
lco-.ing after these sales than 1~ the case of ordinary purchas~rs. Mrs . Tut-
tle :-.as .;iven ;.:s a ;;cod deal c~ trouble by ma >ing unreasonable de:oands ir. crde~ 
to inauce her to include some land owned by her in tne Modelo colony, but we 
finally deciaed to leave her out of the arrangement and have done quite as 
well with the col~ni:ation people as if her lands were at our dis;;csal. I 
f<.ncy it would be as well to send me a ~ower of at torney to sign the Bonds-for

title to these settlers, the final ci.eeds to t-e exec~ ted ty you, otherwise it 
will mean sendini every contract ·to you, and this •ill cause ~nnecessary trou-

ble and delay. It will be necessary to ~~ke a short read across a s~amp to 
reacn so~e of the ,ine land west of ~adele. T~e &reater ~art of t~is pine te-

ion•s to t:-te B. 1c f . 0o. and I arran;:ed to ~ay r.alf t~e e:<p~nse out of money 

Letter from George F. Miles to A. P. Sawyer discussing land sale 
commissions in the ''proposed settlements of Modelo and Holland" -
Dania and Hallandale (from the Sawyer Papers, Florida State Archives). 

United States in the 1890s, muck lands 
were in great demand, especially those 
near good transportation facilities, 
such as railroads and canals. Fur
thermore, these contracts apparently 
did not hold the price of land in 
"Halland" at the rates noted above, 
for we find Ingraham notifying Miles 
on September 18, 1896, that the land 
would be sold, up to December 15, for 
"$13.75 for pine, and $37.50 for muck 
land. From Dec. 15th for one year, the 
price is to be $17. and $50. per acre." 
Ingraham's September letter also 
mentions the need for a drainage sys
tem and the placing of a road across 
the marsh from the east to the west so 

the settlers could have access to the 
muck lands to the west. More re
markably, Ingraham informed Miles 
that: "Under the agreement with the 
settlers, we agree to give each pur
chaser of land, one lot of 50 x 125 feet 
free in the town."2 Thus, at the very 
beginning, the agents of the compa
nies had ample inducements for the 
early inhabitants of Hallandale. 

On the following day, September 
19, 1896, Miles expressed reserva
tions about these arrangements to 
Albert P. Sawyer, president of the 
Florida Coast Line Canal and Trans
portation and Boston and Florida At
lantic Coast Land companies. His 

Winter/Spring 1994 - 23 

major worry was the commission due 
to "Mr. Linton," who was to receive 
twenty-five percent on all sales of the 
Boston and Florida company's land in 
"Holland" (Hallandale).3 Miles' main 
concern with Linton's share was the 
effect it would have on his own com
mission. As he wrote, "I dare say that 
under the circumstances 15% is rather 
more than I could expect, though I 
shall probably have more work look
ing after these sales than in the case 
of ordinary purchases." He asked for 
a letter giving him power of attorney 
to allow him to sign bonds for the 
titles of the lands sold to the 
Hallandale settlers. He also ques
tioned Sawyer regarding an oral 
agreement between Henry Flagler 
and Sawyer providing for the dona
tion of 10,000 acres by the Boston and 
Florida company to the Florida East 
Coast Railway, but did not press this 
issue and asked only for Sawyer's 
views to help him understand the 
complicated arrangements for the sale 
of company lands. Interestingly, he 
conceded that the agreement was ben
eficial to the company: "By joining in 
the colonies your Company gets the 
full benefit of the railroad privileges, 
viz. each settler gets back his fare 
from the R.R. Company, but we get 
the full price of the land."4 Regardless 
ofMiles' reservations, the two compa
nies went forward with the platting, 
draining, and road building that led 
to the settlement of Hallandale. 

Though the agents were in place 
by February 1896 and contracts seem
ingly drawn up by September of that 
year, no final sales of land in 
Hallandale appear to have been made 
by the end of November. In a reveal
ing letter of November 24, Ingraham 
informed Miles, 

No sales have been made at the 
Halland Colony yet, as we are 
awaiting the completion of the 
survey and the ditches, so that an 
accurate map can be made. I am 
advised that a number of prospec
tive settlers for this place are ready 
to remit payment soon as maps 
are finished. As the Boston Co. 
owns most of the muck and pine 
nearest to this settlement, that 
company's land will naturally be 
selected first. The best muck or 
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that which will be first drained 
lies in section 27.6 ' 

Four days later, Miles enclosed a 
copy of this letter to Sawyer and prom
ised to keep him abreast of develop
ments. 6 The developments, from 
Miles' point of view, were very slow in 
coming, as he expressed to Sawyer in 
early 1897: 

Mr. Ingraham is daily expecting 
to receive applications from the 
Holland people, but they seem to 
be exceedingly slow about sending 
in their first payments. I am not 
sure that he has selected a very 
good location for the Holland 
Colony as it is necessary to cut 
some main drains through marsh 
in order to make the land avail
able for cultivation, but until we 
have a transportation line of our 
own we have to accept the situa
tion and take our chances of 
success or failure with the Rail
road Company.1 

Thus, the settlement did not get 
off to the start anticipated by the 
canal company executives who were 
prevented from taking settlers to their 
lands because they had not finished 
their own canal, the construction of 
which had given them title to these 
very lands from the state as grants 
from the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund. 

Olaf Zetterlund first appears in 
the Sawyer Papers in a letter dated 
February 2, 1897. ·On a piece of paper 
with the canal company's letterhead, 
the Reverend F. Jacobson wrote to 
Ingraham that, " ... Mr. Zetterlund is 
now out in the field to solicit partak
ers in the same [an excursion to 
Hallandale]. But I fear that very few 
will partake if the old prices on land 
are not still good." The discussion 
then turned to Zetterlund's commis
sion: 

The company ventured to engage 
Mr. Zetterlund on the basis of your 
promise to me that 10% of the total 
sale price be paid us out of the first 
payment and on a 25% commis
sion. We are namely paying him 
10% and traveling expenses. Of 
course we do not expect this 10% 
on sales made up to date, but only 
on those made by Mr. Zetterlund 

and Rev. C. A. Blomgren, whose I 
also mentioned to you in Mr. 
Flagler's office. 

Zetterlund's commission was fair 
if those noted above are an indicatio~ 
ofthe general trend of that day, and 
offered strong inducement to seek out 
potential settlers. 8 

Two days later, Miles notified 
Sawyer of the plans for the excursion 
from New York City, stating that there 
had already been a sale of nearly 150 
acres in the Hallandale settlement at 
$37.50 per acre. He also informed the 
canal company president that most of 
the land sold had been among the 
holdings of the company's land sub
sidiary. In a particularly revealing 
statement, Miles noted that "Dr. 
Jacobson" was a very important man: 
"He is the organizer of the colony and 
I wish to particularly call your atten
tion to his opinion of the existing 
freight rates. You will see my anxiety 
to get another transportation line es
tablished. "9 

The freight rates Miles referred 
to appear to be those cited by Jacobson 
in his letter to Ingraham, which noted 
that it cost twenty dollars to ship from 
Jacksonville to Hallandale a few pieces 
of furniture which only cost thirty
seven dollars in a "first class furni
ture store." Rates this high may have 
discouraged some settlers from mov
ing to southern Florida, a matter of 
some concern to the land agents 
there.10 

In what must be admitted as a 
frustrating gap in our knowledge, 
there is no evidence as to the amount 
oflands sold as a result of the expedi
tion led by Zetterlund. Dr. Adams, in 
his article "Historic Hallandale," cor
rectly states that 600 acres had been 
sold within two months of the excur
sion; however, exactly how many of 
these sales can be attributed to 
Zetterlund's efforts remains to be seen. 
As noted previously, 150 acres were 
sold just prior to the excursion to 
other settlers/investors, a fact which 
should caution anyone from claiming 
that sale of the entire 600 acres was 
the result of any one person's negotia
tions. Bill McGoun, too, is properly 
cautious about attributing any num
ber of settlers to Zetterlund's promo
tions. Until the books ofthe various 

land companies are found and exam
ined, it is impossible to speculate with 
any degree of accuracy on the success 
or failure of this excursion.H 

By May of 1897, land sales in 
Hallandale were still rather slow, and 
the process of ditching and draining 
had become the subject of minor con
troversy between the land companies. 
Miles informed Sawyer that the ma
jor problem was deciding how much of 
each company's land had already been 
drained by the ditches and how much 
each company would be liable for in 
paying for drainage. 12 The tone of 
Miles' letter indicates that he was not 
satisfied with the progress of land 
sales and expected to send only a few 
"Bonds-for-Title" in a "few days." No 
sense of urgency, which had charac
terized his earlier letters, seemed to 
have taken hold of George Miles dur
ing this lull in activity.1s 

Zetterlund virtually disappears 
from the Sawyer Papers after the Feb
ruary excursion from New York. How
ever, as Bill McGoun found 
Zetterlund invested in the Hallandal~ 
colony and owned a great deal ofland 
along Hallandale Beach Boulevard 
and the beach itself. To quote McGoun, 
"His holdings at one time included 
everything east of the Intracoastal 
from Golden Beach north to Moffett 
Street, plus extensive holdings fur
ther west on both sides of Hallandale 
Beach Boulevard and at least two city 
blocks along the tracks, in what was 
then the center oftown."14 

McGoun goes on to state that 
Zetterlund continued to work out of 
New York with occasional trips to 
Florida to oversee his investments. 
From the letterhead of letters found 
in the Model Land Company holdings 
at the University ofMiami, it can now 
be stated that Zetterlund lived on 
Hillside Avenue, Jamaica Estates, 
Jamaica, New York, and worked from 
an office at 15 Broad Street in New 
York City. His business letterhead 
declares that he was involved in 1916 
in "Investment Securities," whlch rna; 
have included real estate. This source 
also discloses that Zetterlund was 
actively buying, leasing, renting, and 
selling land in Hallandale during the 
1916-18 period. 15 The disappointment 
to the historian is that neither of 



these major sources, the Sawyer Pa
pers or the Model Land Company 
Papers, indicate what Zetterlund did 
in the period between 1896 and 1916. 

The Model Land Company Pa
pers, however, reveal Zetterlund as a 
very active man who had investments 
in Cuba, Mexican mines, and a secu
rities firm that kept him very occu
pied. He was also described as ac
tively planning out the development 
of his beachfront property, planting 
trees along the private road there, 
and along a ten foot wide cement 
walkway which lined his beach front
age. His interest in trees is also shown 
in his plans to plant Australian pines 
along the roads on his property south 
of the packing houses near the rail
road tracks and to place "two rows of 
cocoanut palms" along the cement 
walkway. On all other streets run
ning through his properties, he in
tended to plant Eucalyptus trees.16 

Zetterlund was also involved with 
ditching land and leasing it to local 
farmers at the rate of about ten dol
lars per year per acre, a proposition 
which allowed him to recover much of 
the cost of ditching within the first 
year or two after drainageY This 
amount of activity indicates a man of 
vast energy and the ability to orga
nize numerous, complicated affairs 
with sharp attention to detail. 

Zetterlund's first letter in the 
Model Land Company Papers is dated 
July 24, 1916, and is addressed to 
Frederick S. Morse, the real estate 
agency head who handled the accounts 
for the land company and the land 
agencies of the Florida Coast Line 
Canal and Transportation Company. 
A simple letter, it states that 
Zetterlund was on his way to Cuba 
and wished to meet Morse to discuss 
the possibility ofbuilding a road from 
the beach westward, through lands 
owned by one of Morse's clients. In 
the event this was not possible, 
Zetterlund inquired if Morse could 
find a way for him to get title to the 
land. He also expressed an interest in 
acquiring any "large body of land in 
the Everglades suitable for general 
farming."18 Although not a farmer 
himself, he was willing to invest in 
lands that could be drained and then 
leased or sold. Like other investors in 

land in southern Florida, e.g. Hugh 
Taylor Birch, he wanted to dabble in 
constructing his own vision of para
dise, and was interested in land on 
which to build or trade for more desir
able property. 

In a rather blunt letter of August 
30, 1916, Fred Morse indicated a pos
sible reason why Zetterlund did not 
settle in Hallandale in its early years. 
In describing the Swedish native to 
Frank Pepper, who later took over the 
accounts of the Morse agency, Morse 
stated, "Mr. Z. used to sell land at 

C.O.OLl AOOIIle• 
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Hallandale, he was formerly with 
Jacobson, whom he says is a preacher 
and dishonest financially." This bold 
statement seems to indicate that, from 
Zetterlund's point of view, he had 
been cheated by Jacobson and that 
this incident may have soured him on 
any immediate plans to settle where 
Jacobson was likely to show. Morse 
noted that he had met with Zetterlund 
"a good many times" and felt "pretty 
well acquainted with him." He addi
tionally revealed that Zetterlund's 
accent made him difficult to under-

OLOF ZETTERLUND 
INVI:8TMlNT 81:CUIUTIIa 

11 .FtOAO 8T"II:I:T 

Ur. F. s, Yoree 1 
Bu.ffalo Lithia· Spring Hotel, 

Buffalo Lithia Springe,,Virginia. 
~ dear ~. Moreei-

. About a week ago, on~ way home from Vnba, I .stopped 
over in Miami with the expectation of meeting you personally but 
I wae informed. that you had gone north. · 

I muat return to Havana, CUba about the 20th of next 
month, and if you have returned by that time, I would be glad 
for an opportunity to meet you in lliami. I wieh to see you 
about two thirige; Firat. If you have any large body of land in 
the Everglade a suitable · for general ;!'arming • .. , .. Second. ;'To confer 
with you in regard to a piece of slough land situated in nection 
26 east ofthe Florida East coast canal at Hallandale, Florida. 
In oaee of selling ~ ooean frontage to eettlere in that pa~t of 
the county I would like to know if your Company would give mo per·
mission to build a road throuGh that slough land, or elee for a 
certain consideration secure the title to the land. 

If you should happen to come to New York before you re
turn to the south, please let me know in advance when you expect 
toarrive New York, eo that I could meet you here, either at my 
office 15 Broad ·atreot, or at your hotel. I am very little in 
my office a·o it. would be beet to make an appointment in advance 
of your ooming. 

It woul"d be also very ·pleasant, if you come to New York, 
to have you· come with me to~ home on Hillside Avenue, Jamaica 
Estatee, Jamaica~ I have often spoken about you to my wife and 
daughterand We .would be very glad all of UB to entertain you. for 
a few roomentD at par home. · 

Expecting to hear from you soon, I am as ever 

Zetterlund letter to Morse, 1916 (courtesy of Model Land Company 
Collection, Archives and Special Collections, Otto G. Richter Library, 
University of Miami). 
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stand sometimes. 19 Zetterlund's 
straightforward statements, if accu
rately recorded by Morse, gives an 
insight into his character and the 
reason why he did not settle in 
Hallandale earlier than he did. 

In reading Zetterlund's correspon
dence to Morse, one is struck by the 
relative awareness that he had of 
land law and investment opportuni
ties in southern Florida. A letter of 
March21, 1917, illustrates this point. 
This letter asks Morse if he had de
ducted the amount of the canal 
company's right-of-way from the total 
acreage of the land Zetterlund was 
interested in purchasing. Zetterlund 
had noticed in reading the survey by 
the Biscayne Engineering Company 
that the canal company had reserved 
a right-of-way of200 feet in width and 
that sixty-five feet of the land he 
wanted to acquire along the canal 
would be in this area. This would 
materially alter some of his plans for 
the property, and, hopefully, also re
duce the price of the land to below the 
twenty dollars per acre then being 
asked. Zetterlund subsequently of
fered $405 for the entire parcel-the 
initial price of the land, reduced · by 
the deduction of the right-of-way. The 
frustrating fact about this interesting 
letter is that Morse's answer is not 
directly found in the correspondence, 
although it is known that Zetterlund 
did purchase the land in question, 
located across the Intracoastal Wa
terway from today's Lake Villas prop
erty, which is also land once owned by 
Zetterlund. 20 

Zetterlund's plan for the develop
ment of his Hallandale property is 
made clear in a letter of February 11, 
1918. In this document, he explains 
that the prairie land east of the canal 
was often overflowed, especially when 
a strong easterly wind blew, and that 
only diking and pumps would solve 
the problem. He saw clearly that a 
natural flow of fresh water, via seep
age, passed through the eastern prai
rie and made for a sub-irrigation sys
tem except near the canal, where salt 
water made the land "useless" but for 
growing the native mangroves. Prop
erly diked and pumped, this eastern 
prairie would be very productive land. 
As Zetterlund speculated to Morse: 

The subsoil is excellent for inten
sive farming. Owing to a flow of 
fresh water close to the surface 
furnishing moisture to the plants, 
crop failure would be impossible; 
less liable to occur. It is near the 
railroad station, close to the canal 
and city of Miami. It ought to be 
very valuable land should it be 
possible to bring it under cultiva
tion.21 

It would be well to notice that 
Zetterlund, like many early investors 
in Hallandale, did not foresee the ur
ban growth that has engulfed the city 
and concentrated his efforts almost 
totally toward agricultural develop
ment of the land. 22 

According to the same letter, the 
western portion of this property would 
also receive extensive diking, pump
ing, and ditching. Zetterlund's long
range plan involved the filling in of 
the lands in and around "Silver La
goon" (Lake Villas) and raising them 
to about four feet above the high tide 
level of the adjoining canal. This, 
however, was in the far future; what 

he proposed in his plan for the present 
was to drain the prairie lands west of 
the canal and open them for cultiva
tion by capable tenants. In priority 
order, he stated his plans: "My inten
tion is to fill up and improve the land 
east of the canal, fronting on the ocean, 
and also to improve certain lots in the 
town ofHallandale at an earlier date, 
in the meantime the prairie land, 
referred to above and situated west of 
the canal, could be put into good use 
by means of an effective drainage 
system, something on the order I have 
already suggested." The costs of la
bor, repair of the pumping stations 
and power plant (which was only to 
offer power to the pumps) and con
struction of the ditches and flood
gates, he figured, would force him to 
ask for rent of about twenty dollars 
per acre per annum, a fairly high rate 
for agricultural land at that time.23 

Exactly how successful Zetterlund was 
with this plan is not known; however, 
given -his-track record for rewarding 
speculation, one may venture to as
sume some financial rewards were 
realized. 

View of the Dixie Highway and F.E.C. Railway in Hallandale, 1920s, 
showing rows of Australian pines such as those Zetterlund planted. 



BillMcGounhasgiven usa thumb
nail sketch of Zetterlund's later life 
that, at the very least, demonstrates 
his success as a real estate investor. 
McGoun notes Zetterlund's ability to 
make money, even in the face of a 
national financial collapse, and points 
out the fact that he amassed a sizable 
estate that became the center of a 
major court battle among the heirs.24 

Although financial success alone does 
not make Zetterlund a significant fig
ure in Broward County's history, the 
fact that his wealth was inseparably 
connected with his physical alteration 
of the landscape, recruitment of set
tlers, and some political involvement 
warrants moreintensiveresearchinto 
his life. 

OlofZetterlund's contributions to 
Hallandale's growth in its formative 
years is now better understood than 
before, but additional research is 
needed on him, and other Hallandale 
leaders, before a clear picture of the 
founders can said to have been drawn. 
A city as proud and vibrant as 
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Hallandale needs to be presented in a 
bold historical light, and, with the 
opening of the Model Land Company 
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Papers and other source materials, 
an important opportunity to do just 
that can begin. 

Drawing of the Hallandale area from a 1921 real estate advertisement, 
showing much of the property owned and developed by Zetterlund. 
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by Mary McGreevy 

INTRODUCTION 

"We are such stuff 
as dreams are made on." 

The McMillan family had almost 
87 years to share with Mae 
McMillan; Pine Crest had 51. All 
of those years were filled with vi
tality, meaning, friendship, joy. 
Truly to honor Mae McMillan is 
not to dwell long in the past. Our 
real memorial must not be in our 
memories or even in our words of 
today, but in how well we dream 
new dreams and shape the future 
of Pine Crest School. 

The above dedication to Mae 
McMillan, founder of Pine Crest, is 
inscribed on a plaque in the Founder's 
Circle, a memorial area at the school. 
These words stress the future of the 
school and its students, but we are 
well advised also to think of Dr. 
McMillan's past and of the legacy left 
by this amazing woman. She founded 

an exemplary school; she did so by 
leading an exemplary life. She re
mains an outstanding inspiration to 
all who knew or learn about her. Un
til her death in 1985, she dedicated 
herself to spreading learning and cul
ture in the community, teaching and 
inspiring a moral and healthy life, 
and administering the school, its ex
pansion and development. 

Twice Dr. McMillan overcame 
personal tragedy; twice she moved 
her school from limiting circum
stances, taking a chance on an in
creasing student body and expanding 
campus facilities. She was successful 
in realizing the dream of creating one 
of the best preparatory schools in the 
South. 

Today, Pine Crest, now headed by 

In the years between her arrival in 1925 and her death in 1985, 
Mae McMillan made an indelible mark on the educational history of 
Broward County. Under her leadership and guidance, Pine Crest 
School gained a reputation for academic excellence, and is today 
counted among Florida's largest and most prestigious private schools. 
In this article, Mary McGreevy describes how Dr. McMillan overcame 
poverty, tragedy, and adversity to achieve the goals she set for herself, 
her family, and her school. 

Dr. McGreevy is the founder and executive director of the Dora 
Achenbach McGreevy Poetry Foundation, Inc., and a member of the 
Broward County Women's History Coalition and several other civic 
organizations. Three of her seven children, David, Mariya, and Dora 
Rosenbaum, are graduates of Pine Crest School. 
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The Alumni Bell Tower at Pine Crest 
has become a campus landmark and 
the school's symbol (photo by Mary 
McGreevy). 

Mae McMillan, c. 1940 (courtesy of Pine 
Crest School). 

President William J. McMillan, one of 
the sons of the founder, is an indepen
dent, all-faith, coeducational board
ing school for grades seven through 
twelve and day school for pre-kinder
garten through twelfth grade. The 
school serves about 1,500 students on 
a forty-seven-acre campus in Fort 
Lauderdale. It is accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools, the Florida Council of Inde
pendent Schools, the Association of 
Independent Schools of Florida, and 
is a member of the National Associa
tion of Independent Schools. Of its 
134 faculty members, over sixty per
cent hold post-graduate degrees. 1 

The beautiful campus, located on 
Sixty-second Street in the northeast
ern portion of the city, contains the 
school's classrooms, library, adminis
trative offices, the student services 
building, and a large football field and 
other athletic fields and facilities, in
cluding an Olympic pool complex. The 
campus is dominated by the Alumni 
Bell Tower, rising high beyond the 
pine trees, and is characterized by 
shaded lawns and walkways, interior 
courtyards, and attractive landscap-

ing, which add comfort, variety, and 
bright color to the overall scheme. 
The arrangement and design of the 
buildings is not symmetrical in the 
usual sense, yet the ambiance is one 
of overall serene harmony and a form 
of symmetry brought forth by the co
hesiveness of the whole. The archi
tect was William Gilroy, and the style 
is British Colonial. It is an impressive 
monument to Dr. McMillan and to 
those in whose names money was 
donated for the buildings added since 
the campus opened in 1965. 

HARD TIMES 

"Slow rises worth by 
poverty depressed." 

Mae McMillan's teaching career 
hardly began with a paradisiacal 
dream campus. Her time in Fort 
Lauderdale dates from 1925, when 
she and her family arrived from Rapid 
City, South Dakota.2 Her husband, 
Albert McMillan, had been a lawyer 
and a city judge in South Dakota, and 
Mae felt lucky to obtain a public school 
teaching position in Broward County, 

as she had to support her family while 
he studied for the Florida Bar. Never
theless, they had "high enthusiasm 
for becoming a part of the Florida 
boom which was causing excitement 
throughout the United States," she 
reports in her autobiography, My Life, 
Plus A Hundred Years. 3 This autobi
ography was published in 1978, when 
she was eighty years old and still 
actively involved with the school. By 
writing her life story, she hoped to 
give her students, staff, and parents 
of students "insight into what made a 
teacher in those days and the life style 
and educational opportunities at the 
beginning of the century so different 
from ours today."4 

Mae Horn McMillan was born on 
a farm near Corning, Iowa, on May 9, 
1898, the daughter of her father's 
second wife, the first having died of 
overwork, the struggle against pov
erty, and tuberculosis. Mae's father, 
Stephen J . Horn, had a hard time 
raising his first three children alone 
while continuing to work the farm, 
and was glad to find and marry an 
eligible, thirty-five-year-old woman 
named Ellen Barker.5 
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Although her parents had been 
schoolteachers, Ellen had attended a 
small country school only through 
eighth grade. She was able, however, 
to memorize countless poems from 
books that her parents had left be
hind; these she shared with her chil
dren.6 A poem she wrote about the 

death ofher son is included at the end 
of her daughter's autobiography: 

Let us plant the flowers beside 
the path 

In the lives of those we love, 
And helping others to find 

the way 
Shall lead to our home above. 7 

The mother was clearly the inspi
ration for the daughter, Mae, to enter 
a teaching career. In 1901, Mae's 
father had moved his family to South 
Dakota, first to a small house in the 
hills near Bonesteel, then farther into 
the hills to a farm graced with an old 
log cabin that her mother had to try to 

Family photos depicting Mae McMillan's 
early life in South Dakota: (top left) Mae 
with her brother Lawrence; (above) 
parents Stephen and Ellen Horn; and 
(below) the Horn family home on the 
Rosebud Reservation (courtesy of Pine 
Crest School). 



Dania public school, 1925, the year Mae McMillan began teaching high 
school classes there. 

turn into a home. During this time, 
Mae's brother Lawrence, two years 
her senior, was her childhood hero 
and constant companion: "Lawrence 
was my hero and my strength, and I 
loved him deeply; unlike most sib
lings we never quarrelled, but were 
always proud of each other."8 

Mae was happy when she and her 
brother finally had a one-room school
house to attend, in Gregory, after the 
family had moved again, this time to 
the Rosebud Reservation, formerly 
Indian territory. She was then seven 
and her brother nine. She later re
called that their early school building 
also provided a location for Christmas 
socializing and religious gatherings. 
Mae's closeness to her brother contin
ued through the years until his tragic 
drowning in 1913.9 

Too sorrowful to continue local 
schooling without Lawrence, Mae 
persuaded her parents to send her to 
college at Yankton, in the southeast
ern corner of the state. Years later, 
this college would award her an hon
orary doctorate.10 In her autobiogra
phy, Dr. McMillan clearly remembers 
her courses at Yankton, a small Con
gregational college. She especially 
recalls an incident in 1919, when her 
professor of philosophy took her into 
his home to recuperate after she nearly 

died of influenza. French was her 
favorite subject, and she became a 
part-time teacher of that language 
while still in college. 11 

Back home in Gregory, Mae found 
a job at her old high school, teaching 
French, Latin, and algebra, which, 
along with English, were her favorite 
subjects.12 Living with her parents, 
she was able to save enough money to 
spend summers studying F'rench at 
the University of Chicago. There she 
metherfuturehusband, a fellow South 
Dakotan, and was married after a 
brief courtship. Then the story so 
typical of women's lives and lost ca
reers became true of Mae McMillan. 
Before Mae was able to write her 
master's thesis, the couple moved back 
to South Dakota when Albert 
McMillan completed his law studies.13 

This loss of her intended career be
came doubly regretful when she was 
called upon to provide the entire sup
port for her family, as was the case not 
only when they first moved to Florida, 
but also later in life when her hus
band died suddenly atforty-six. 14 "She 
never lacked courage," son Bill 
McMillan remarked. "She entered 
into every new venture and under
takingwith staunch determination to 
succeed-and she usually did. "16 

Mae McMillan felt lucky that be-
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fore her move to Florida she had ac
quired enough education and experi
ence to find a job at Dania High School. 
There, her work helped ease the re
cent loss of five other teachers. Be
sides algebra, French, Latin, and 
English, she was also called upon to 
teach physics-the only subject for 
which she had had no preparation. 
The wee hours of the morning found 
her busy studying physics books be
fore going to her classes.16 

After Albert McMillan passed the 
bar, the family built and moved into a 
small frame house east of the future 
location of Broward General Hospi
tal. The family at that time included 
son Steve and baby daughter Patty, 
both of whom had made the move to 
Florida with their parents.17 The dev
astating hurricane of September 1926 
moved this small family home into a 
neighbor's yard and deposited it 
against a tree-without harming any 
of the family caught inside. A second 
hurricane struck in 1928, and a third 
in 1929. These natural disasters, plus 
the stock market crash of 1929, 
brought very hard times for the people 
of Broward County and much of 
Florida. Many, like the McMillans, 
were thankful when they had twenty 
cents for a hamper of beans, seven
teen cents for three pounds of ham
burger, or five cents for a loaf ofbread.18 

Throughout the Depression years, 
tourists continued to come to Fort 
Lauderdale, maintaining the idea that 
"Fort Lauderdale was a good spot in 
which to weather northern winters, 
or at least have a respite during the 
severe periods."19 Some of these visi
tors also brought their children, who 
needed tutoring to keep up with their 
studies while away from home. One 
of the chroniclers of Pine Crest's his
tory, Mario J. Pena, relates: 

In 1934 Mae McMillan and Edna 
Herriott joined efforts to operate 
Fern Hall as a tutoring school for 
winter students in quarters rented 
from the Elks Club in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale .... 

Following lesson outlines pro
vided by the home schools, the two 
teachers and their faculty made it 
possible for the children to keep 
up with their work and have the 
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was popular and flourishing in a short 
time. In order to obtain state accredi
tation for her school, Mae McMillan 
had to add education courses at the 
University of Miami and correspon
dence courses in administration and 
supervision from the University of 
Florida to her B.A. degree. She found 
this additional work to be an "ordeal," 
but the accreditation was granted, 
and Mrs. McMillan subsequently con
tinued her education by taking anum
ber of classes at the University of 
Chicago.24 

Mae McMillan and the Pine Crest faculty and staff at the "Old Campus," 
1940s (courtesy of Pine Crest School). 

In the meantime, the school con
tinued to expand, adding a library, 
science laboratory, girls' dormitory, 
and boys' dormitory. New tennis 
courts were added, as well as an audi
torium and a football field. Although 
during these years the school had no 
air conditioning, nature cooled the 
buildings and the grounds, which soon 
grew beautiful with sub-tropical land
scaping. As Mae McMillan recalls: 

advantage of a one-to-one learn
ing atmosphere that enhanced 
their preparation. This rendered 
a great service to families who 
could enjoy longer winter holi
days in the area, and it made the 
area an especially attractive place 
to visit.20 

By autumn 1939, Mae McMillan 
had moved her operations to a new 
location. She explains the move thus: 

... hearing of Carl Wismeyer's de
sire to dispose of the Pine Crest 
Sanitarium on 1515 E. Broward 
Boulevard, I worked out a lease 
arrangement with him by which I 
moved in with more than a hun
dred pupils in the autumn of 1939 
... "McMillan-Pine Crest" [was 
the name] to identify the new loca
tion. What fun to have a beautiful 
all-tile swimming pool and a large, 
attractive, rambling building with 
an arch of purple bougainvillea 
above the entrance/21 

The property at Fifteenth Avenue 
and Broward Boulevard, on which 
the sanitarium was built, had origi
nally been sold by Ivy Stranahan, a 
Fort Lauderdale pioneer and the 
area's first school teacher. 22 Mrs. 
Stranahan also "providentially" sold 
Mrs. McMillan the acreage across the 
street from the sanitarium, between 
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Avenues, 
for use as an elementary school. Be-

cause Mrs. Stranahan had been inter
ested in education all her life (she was 
a member of the Pine Crest School 
board of directors later in life), she let 
the property go for the "munificent" 
sum of $1,000 at the end of each year 
for ten years. Mae McMillan, with the 
help of her devoted husband, who 
contributed much of his time and fi
nancial assistance to Pine Crest, was 
able to build two simple buildings, 
one each for kindergarten and elemen
tary classrooms, on this additional 
parcel.23 

The McMillan-Pine Crest School 

The pine trees grew tall and the 
ficus tree spread to give such wel· 
come shade that Senorita Auger 
[a teacher] talked us into building 
a cement platform under it, with 
benches where students could sit 
and study or visit. We planted 
crotons all around the buildings 
and soon had a campus so beauti
ful that former students are still 
nostalgic over it.26 

Playground scene at the "Old Campus," c. 1950s 
(courtesy of Pine Crest School). 
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graduation, 1940. 

The first graduation at Pine Crest 
was somewhat unimpressive. The 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News reported 
in May 1940 that four students, Carol 
Lauzon, Ruth Joan Lund, Lawrence 
Miller, and Leslie Maxwell, had gradu
ated from Pine Crest. The same news
paper had reported a day earlier that 
the commencement address was to be 
delivered by Dr. Charles Woodward, 
pastor of the Croissant Park Chris
tian Church. A traditional program 
was printed, and the recessional was 
(and still is) "Pomp and Circum
stance."26 

The basic story of the school, 
whether on the Old Campus (1939-

65) or the New (1965- ), is the story 
of an ever-increasing enrollment and 
demands for new facilities. The major 
difference between the two eras of the 
school's development was that the 
Old Campus and school were privately 
owned, and Mae McMillan had to sign 
the mortgage, whereas theN ew Cam
pus was purchased and the school 
built as a non-profit enterprise from 
the beginning. The non-profit status 
was deemed necessary because very 
large sums of money had to be raised, 
and such sums could only be accom
plished with a competent board of 
directors. Pine Crest thus became 
dependent on donations for expan
sion and also to meet the cost of many 
necessities not provided for by the 
collection of tuition alone. 

It was while she was still at the 
Old Cam pus that Mae McMillan real
ized the need for "attracting and hold
ing outstanding teachers who felt an 
obligation to make their values clear 
totheirstudents."27 Amongtheteach
ers she mentions in her autobiogra
phy were John Harrington, Director 
of Admissions since 1975, and Lourdes 
Martinez, who came from Cuba to 
teach at the Broward Boulevard cam
pus in 1961 and later headed up the 
foreign language department. 28 

Dr. McMillan relied strongly on 
the strengths and skills of Maijean 
Packard. Mrs. Packard came to Fort 
Lauderdale from Evanston, Illinois, 
in 1938 and taught fifth and sixth 
grade at Pine Crest before being pro
moted to elementary principal when 
the school was still on Broward Bou
levard. She retired in 1973 after 
thirty-four years, and a building on 
the New Campus was dedicated in 
her honor.29 "Countless parents and 
students still express gratitude for 
her outstanding care and supervision," 
Dr. McMillan wrote in 1978. Mrs. 
Packard also was unstinting in her 
appreciation of Dr. McMillan: 

I am grateful for the privilege of 
working for many years with a 
dear friend and great educator, 
Dr. Mae McMillan. It was the 
major part of my life devoted to 
the best in Education for all, re
gardless of race, religion, or color. 
I shall be forever grateful for her 
friendship and her guidance. I 
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Marjean Packard, longtime Pine 
Crest teacher and elementary 
school principal (courtesy ofPine 
Crest School). 

shared her pride in seeing Pine 
Crest become an outstanding op
portunity for the best in Education . 
-And it is with continuing pride 
to share this happy association 
with her son, William J. 
McMillan.Pine Crest has really 
been "My Life-." I am proud and 
grateful.30 

TOWARDS A NEW CAMPUS 

"Each venture is a new beginning, 
a raid on the inarticulate." 

The dream of a new campus be
came more and more real for Mae 
McMillan as she and her husband 
took frequent evening walks around 
the Broward Boulevard area. As they 
planned for the new Pine Crest, he 
predicted that it would become "the 
great private school of the South."31 

Their involvement with the school 
was deepened because by that time 
they had four children to attend it. 
Twins William and George McMillan 
had been born in Fort Lauderdale in 
1929, making four dependents for Mae 
to consider. Her husband, "Mac," had 
always provided great support for her 
ideas and school projects. It is clear 
that his death in 1943, at the age of 
only forty-six, was a severe blow to his 
wife. He had been her almost con
stant companion for twenty-one years. 
At the time of his death, their oldest 
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son, Steve, was in the army; daughter 
Patty a nursing cadet at Johns 
Hopkins University, and the twins 
juniors at Pine Crest. Thus, Mae 
McMillan still had a young family for 
which to care and help plan careers.32 

In spite of her loss, she did not 
hesitate to continue her work for Pine 
Crest and obtain a master's in educa
tion, a degree required for the princi
pal of a school before it could get 
accreditation by the Southern Asso
ciation of Colleges and Schools, a step 
which would eventually make Pine 
Crest more secure among other edu
cational institutions in Florida. 33 Mrs. 
McMillan's family, proud of their 
mother and school, were quick to join 
her in her enterprise. Even Leo 
Vincenti, Patty's husband and Mae's 
son-in-law, took a new role in the 
school by becoming head of mainte
nance and transportation. Patty be
came the very necessary secretary 
and registrar. Bill McMillan, after 
graduation Summa Cum Laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa from Swarthmore 
and obtaining a master's degree from 
the University of Chicago, returned 

to Pine Crest in 1950 to teach Ameri
can and world history. Soon after
ward, he married Dorais Lindroth, 
who worked at Pine Crest as a teacher 
and head of the pre-primary depart
ment until1967, when she retired to 
take care of their child, Kathleen Mae 
McMillan. Eventually, Mae McMillan 
had three granddaughters attending 
Pine Crest, Vicki and Paula Vincenti, 
as well as Kathleen. 34 

Other family members also con
tributed to the operation and success 
ofthe school. G€orge McMillan served 
in a vital consulting role involving the 
conversion of the school from propri
etary to non-profit status. His wife, 
Christine, had worked as a teacher 
aide. Dale Wadman, Patty and Leo 
Vincenti's son-in-law, taught music, 
primarily band, while William 0. 
McMillan, Stephen McMillan's son, 
worked as a science teacher and boys' 
dormitory supervisor. Various mem
bers of the family also worked with 
different summer camp programs as 
well.35 

Of all of Dr. McMillan's children, 
it was Bill who was most motivated to 

work at Pine Crest. He has served 
there the longest of the children, be
coming headmaster and president in 
1966, and continues in the capacity of 
president.36 In her autobiography, 
Dr. McMillan explains how her son 
developed his career: 

During these years before 1958, 
Bill was taking more and more 
leadership. So important was his 
work as a teacher, debate coach, 
and senior advisor, that I was 
proud to name him Assistant Prin
cipal. He soon took over extra 
duties, interviewing prospective 
parents and students, engaging 
new teachers (always with an eye 
to upgrading the faculty), and 
supervising school business and 
expansion .... Bill was the real 
leader, though he put off accept
ing the position until1966, when 
I convinced him to become Head
master.37 

Bill Grimditch, the school's cur
rent chairman of the board, has noted, 
"Dr. Mae and her children have de
voted over 100 years of their lives to 

Albert Lincoln "Mac" McMillan (left, photo courtesy of Pine Crest School), and 
William J. McMillan (right, photo by Mary McGreevy). 



Pine Crest."38 Bill McMillan's mag
nanimous spirit and commitment to 
excellence have helped him lead Pine 
Crest School from a small institution 
when the New Campus opened in 
1965 with 550 students, to the large, 
complex institution it is today, with 
an enrollment of over 1,400. He has 
published a book, Private School Man
agement, in which he explains why he 
believes in private school education 
and justifies the schools' special tax 
advantage as non-profit institutions. 
He has also written other books on 
education, numerous articles, and a 
novel.39 

In his role as administrator of the 
school, Bill McMillan took up mem
berships in organizations where his 
mother had "paved the way," as well 
as new organizations vital to the 
school's continuing success. The 
school has also carried on a tradition 
of "offering scholarships wherever 
needed by promising students." Mae 
McMillan explained that she had en
rolled many who brought "acclaim to 
the school by receiving acceptance
often with scholarship-to top-flight 
colleges." Thus, some of those who 
had been scholarship students at Pine 
Crest were, in turn, able to obtain 
financial assistance for college after 
graduation.40 Mae McMillan's gener
osity almost overwhelmed her family, 
recalls Bill McMillan, remembering 
one year when his mother "used all 
the profits from the school for scholar
ships," thus being generous to a fault. 41 
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Construction of the ''New Campus" in northeast Fort Lauderdale, 
c. 1965 (courtesy of Pine Crest School). 

ON CAMELOT CAMPUS 

"And death shall have 
no dominion" 

The New Campus was made pos
sible only by Pine Crest's achieve
ment of non-profit status, after which 
the school could conduct its own fund- . 
raising campaigns and enlist a gener
ous flow of alumni and parental gifts 
that provided land, and later build
ings, for the New Campus. Bill 
McMillan "put a terrific effort into 
securing'' the Pine Crest properties. 
In 1963, with the assistance of the 

board of directors under the leader
ship of capable businessmen, the 
school was able to make final pay
ment on the land for the New Cam
pus.42 

The New Campus was dedicated 
near Easter, 1965. One of the parents 
who helped raise the final payment of 
$140,000 on two tracts oflandinnorth
ern Fort Lauderdale was Festus Stacy, 
coming in after the "victory" dinner 
with the final amount needed to com
plete the deal. 43 

The great generosity of Festus 
Stacy and his wife Helen began at 
that time. They subsequently built 
the Virlee and Irene Stacy Dormitory, 
and then, in 1968, constructed an 
addition to that building. In 1966, the 
Stacys lost their youngest daughter, 
Irene, in a tragic automobile accident. 
Mae McMillan tells us that "With 
characteristic fortitude, they drowned 
their sorrow in good works for other 
young people, and gave the gymna
sium which they knew was definitely 
needed for the development of our 
sports program." In 1969-70, the 
Helen and Festus Stacy Chapel and 
Auditorium was built, giving the 
school the opportunity to instigate a 
chaplaincy program.44 

Dedication ceremonies, Spring 1965 (courtesy of Pine Crest School). 

The development of the campus 
continued with the completion of the 
Fisher Learning Center and additions 
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Dr. Mae McMillan, 1984 
(courtesy of Pine Crest School). 

to it, the Guidance Office Building, 
and other additions, all by 1970. In 
1972, two additional tennis courts 
were built, raising the total to ten. A 
new Lower School swimming pool was 
constructed. In 1973, the Marjean 
Packard Learning Center was built 
for Lower School classrooms. 45 All of 
these additions were accomplished 
under the leadership and expertise of 
the board of directors, as Bill McMillan 
recalls: 

Incidentally, Dr. Frederick W. 
Fisher was the first Chairman of 
our Board ofDirectors (1968-1980) 
and William H. Grimditch, Jr., 
was the second Chairman (1980-
present); Mae McMillan always 
gave a great deal of credit to the 
Board of Directors and to these 
two particular leaders, both of 
whom were and are very fine 
men .... "46 

In 1969, an addition to the cam
pus of great importance involved a 
trading ofland with the School Board 
of Broward County. The new land 
acq~i~ed became the Friedt Campus, 
additional sums having been paid by 
Glenn and Lucy Friedt, whose four 
granddaughters attended the school. 
Dr. McMillan warned with prescience: 

The north part of this area con-

tains one of the few sizable growths 
of indigenous trees, which are 
highly valued and most interest
ing. None of these trees must ever 
be destroyed to provide space for 
any building project.47 

The east side of the property was 
partially excavated as a lake and also 
provided much-needed athletic 
fields.48 

Development continued over the 
years with numerous other impor
tant additions. Of all the buildings 
that were added to the New Campus 
over the years since 1965, the one 
with which the founder was most in
volved was the Fine Arts Center. "The 
buildings in which Mother was most 
interested," wrote Bill McMillan , 
"would include the Fine Arts Center 
which is named after her (Ma~ 
McMillan Fine Arts Center)." He went 
on to explain that this interest was 
"partly because she worked very 
closely with the Founder's Council 
which had a special interest in art~ 
and culture."49 

Even at the Old Campus there 
had been much attention paid to the 
fine arts. As early as 1939, the school 
had employed a piano teacher, and 
subsequently an attempt was made to 
build up the music department. 
Marjorie Posselt, a talented violinist , 

gave many Sunday afternoon con
certs at the Broward Boulevard site 
and the music department of the Uni~ 
versity of Miami gave a presentation 
of Menotti's "Amahl and the Night 
Visitors" there. Arts and crafts were 
taught by Lois Marshall, and stu
dents performed several plays.5o 

With the move to the New Cam
pus, the first plays given, "David and 
Lisa" and "Arms and the Man," were 
performed in the gymnasium. After 
the auditorium was completed in 1966, 
such works as "Midsummer Night's 
Dream," "Diary of Anne Frank," 
"Medea," and "Twelfth Night" were 
produced for the benefit of the school. 
Exhibits increased the interest in vi
sual arts, and leading entertainers 
were brought to the school by the 
Founder's Council, of which Ann Bur
gess was the first president. 51 

A new fine arts building had been 
the suggestion of Virlee Stacy 
Stepelton, who had written in 1962 of 
her Pine Crest education: 

"Mrs. Mac" and strict "Willie" 
[McMillan], along with Patty and 
Leo, were working as constantly 
then as they are tqday. Commit
ment, dedication, and caring 
reigned and were obvious to all 
who came in touch with these 
molders of students and a great 
school.52 

Tree-shaded courtyard and arched walkways at the ''New Campus" 
(photo by Mary McGreevy). 



Dr. McMillan, watching the fiftieth anniversary ceremonies from the 
Goodyear blimp (courtesy of Pine Crest School). 

When the Founder's Council, un
der the leadership of Donna 
Qualmann, organized an annual din
ner dance for Dr. McMillan around 
the time of her spring birthday, the 
latter used the occasion to stress the 
need for a fine arts building. As she 
later recalled the event, "It was a 
great evening with columnist Mike 
Morgan as a lively MC and Dr. Joyce 
Brothers as an entertaining speaker." 
Thus encouraged and inspired, par
ents soon responded to her request, 
and the fine arts building was com
pleted and dedicated in the spring of 
1977.53 

Pine Crest's fiftieth anniversary 
was celebrated in 1984, while Dr. 
McMillan was still alive and on cam
pus. It was another occasion for staff, 
students, and parents to commemo
rate her role in the creation and de
velopment of the school. During this 
time, Pine Crest publications featured 
many pictures and tributes to the 
school's founder. The most notable of 

these publications was the yearbook, 
The Crestian, which reported, "Fes
tivities inundated calendars as the 
administration and students alike 
strived to make this occasion special 
in all respects." Student Amy 
A verbuch confessed, "Being a senior 
is great, but graduating on the Fifti
eth Anniversary makes my final year 
here even more exciting." That year, 
Dr. Mae turned eight-six. She could 
be seen "on any given day, ... a stately 
older woman traversing the campus 
picking up garbage and litter wher
ever she finds it. "54 

As a special celebration, she flew 
over the campus in a Goodyear blimp, 
taking pictures while 700 students 
formed the number "50" on the ath
letic field below her. Photographs of 
her in the blimp, as well as of the 
blimp itself, abounded at that time. 
The Crestian commented, "The spiri
tual fortitude of Dr. Mae McMillan as 
well as her hearty devotion to each 
Pine Crest student-more than bricks 
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and mortar-are the qualities that 
have held Pine Crest together for fifty 
years. It would not at all be surpris
ing if they did so for fifty more."55 

On February 10, 1984, the school's 
Institute for Civic Involvement cel
ebrated "Dr. Mae Day," holding a 
breakfast early in the morning to 
honor the founder, who was presented 
with a plaque naming her "Citizen of 
the Year." Institute Director Raymond 
Sessman expressed appreciation at 
having the chance to "honor properly 
such an inspiring woman." The many 
awards Dr. McMillan had received 
over the years were displayed at the 
I.C.I. library, where they took up an 
entire wall. 56 

Toward the end of the 1984 
Crestian, Dr. McMillan is pictured 
talking to a Pine Crest seventh grade 
class about her autobiography. 57 For 
those who wish to remember her, re
acquaint themselves with her vital 
personality, or learn about her for the 
first time, reading this book will pro
vide endless insights into her thoughts 
about her life and career. The stu
dents who read it will appreciate her 
real spirit and ambition for Pine Crest. 

After a fall removed her from cam
pus, Dr. McMillan died on April 10, 
1985, a few weeks before her eighty
seventh birthday. Her son Bill re
ported that she faced the end with 
courage, as she did all things in life. 
She had suffered a long bout with 
painful cancer and had struggled to 
keep off drugs until the last stages of 
the disease. 58 

Like her athletes at Pine Crest, 
Mae McMillan never gave up. In 
1978, Mike Morgan, columnist for the 
Fort Lauderdale News, wrote about 
how ambitious she was-for herself 
and for others: 

But Mae isn't satisfted. She has a 
kind of magnificent dissatisfac
tion that spurs her to greater goals. 
And not all those ambitions are 
concerned with new buildings or 
new projects, although such are 
always on the boards. 

Mae is deeply interested in help
ing build a scholarship program 
that will enable worthy young
sters to enroll at the school whose 
parents otherwise could not meet 
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the financial requirements .... No 
book can reflect the story as does 
this school, whose chapters are 
being constantly written by an 80-
year-old author with a 30-year-old 
verve.59 

The commemorative issue of Pine 
Crest Previews, published immedi
ately after her death, contained a 
paragraph that Ann Burgess had writ
ten on June 7, 1974: 
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ranaa TTEN r1 QNEEI: 
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by Rodney E. Dillon~ Jr. and Joe Knetsch 

Early accounts of Fort 
Lauderdale's history which appeared 
in local newspapers and tourist publi
cations during the first half of the 
twentieth century almost always pre
sented Frank Stranahan as the city's 
"first permanent white settler."1 A13 
with all claims of being "the first," 
"the biggest," or "the oldest," this con
tention has been subject to various 
challenges and modifications through 

the years. In recent decades, histori
ans have documented a parade of non
Indian settlers arriving in the area 
between the 1790s and the 1890s. 
Some, who, like the ill-fated Cooley 
family, ended their lives in what is 
today Fort Lauderdale, can undoubt
edly be classified as "permanent" resi
dents. 2 Even when we discount these 
early pioneers in order to establish an 
unbroken chain of settlement to the 

Surprisingly little biographical information is readily available 
about many of Broward County's late nineteenth century pioneers. In 
the case of William C. Valentine, this deficiency is compounded by the 
fact that much of what little has been written represents him as an 
inebriate, a clown, or both. This reevaluation examines Valentine's 
noteworthy contributions as a pioneer settler, surveyor, and public 
servant, and documents the high regard in which he was held by his 
contemporaries, including some of southeast Florida's most prominent 
residents. In addition, it makes the case that this "forgotten pioneer" 
may have been the "first permanent white settler" of Fort Lauderdale 
and Broward County in the post-Seminole War era. 

Rodney Dillon is the coordinator of the Broward County Historical 
Commission and editor ofBroward Legacy. Dr. Joe Knetsch is historian 
with the Florida Department of Natural Resources in Tallahassee and 
a former Broward County Historical Commissioner. 

present day, Stranahan's claim has 
its challengers. Perhaps the most 
substantial claim to the honor of"first 
permanent white resident" of "mod
em" Fort Lauderdale and Broward 
County, is held by William C. Valen
tine, a man often forgotten in ac
counts of the city's past, and, when 
remembered, often unfairly portrayed 
as a drunkard and a buffoon. 

Little is known about the early 
life and career of this remarkable 
man. From the few accounts avail
able, he appears to have been born in 
either Virginia or Louisiana in 1840 
or 1841.3 His obituary states that he 
"served with distinction" in the Con
federate Army while a resident of 
Louisiana, but no record ofhis service 
has yet been located. The nicknames 
by which he was known in Fort Lau
derdale--"Captain," "Cap," and "Colo
nel"-may suggest a military back
ground, or, more likely, were simply 
used as terms of respect, as was com
mon in the late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century South. He report
edly moved to Florida after the war, 
settling at Cisco in Marion County.4 

The first known documentation 
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Earliest known correspondence of William C. Valentine, showing him 
in southeast Florida as early asl887 (courtesy of Florida State Archives). 

ofValentine's activities on the state's 
southeastern coast appears in 1887, 
when he wrote the Commissioner of 
State Lands in Tallahassee from 
Hypoluxo, inquiring under "what con
ditions intending Settlers can enter 
the lands reserved for the canal com
pany in the country along or iri the 
vicinity ofN ew River." His clear hand
writing and careful wording indicate 
a man of some education, and his 
presence on the frontier and interest 
in land suggest that he already had 
experience as a surveyor and civil 
engineer. Certainly, he was familiar 
with the activities of the Florida Coast 
Line Canal and Transportation Com
pany, which had been chartered six 
years earlier to dredge connecting 
links between the natural waterways 
which lined the east coast. By 1887, 
dredging work had progressed as far 
south as the Indian River region. 5 

OnJune27, 1889, Valentine wrote 
to Surveyor General William D. 
Bloxham, requesting the cost of field 
notes for Township 50 South, Ranges 
42 and 43 East-the portion of what is 
today Broward County between Sun
rise Boulevard in Fort Lauderdale 
and Sterling Road in Dania running 
eastward from present Highway 441 
to the ocean. He gave his address as 
Zion, a post office established the pre
vious year which would eventually 

merge with Hypoluxo, and he de
scribed his residence as twenty-five 
miles from the post office. From this 
description, he may have already lo
cated in present-day Broward County 
by this date. 6 Three weeks later, 
Valentine again wrote Bloxham from 
Zion, this time ordering a certified 
copy of the field notes and map with 
the explanation, "I am a Surveyor, 
and wish to find or replace the origi
nal stakes on disputed lines, and as 
the Stakes and marks left by the gov
ernment surveyors are gone or oblit
erated." His surveying activities in 
Broward at this early date raise the 
question as to whom he was survey
ing for. The most likely answer would 
be the canal company, but at this time 
no documentation to confirm this 
speculation has surfaced. 7 

On October 25, 1890, Valentine 
applied to the Trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund for Lots 2 and 5 in 
Section 13, Township 50 South, Range 
42East. Foracashpaymentof$12.68, 
he was issued Certificate No. 10 on 
this piece of property, which cost a 
total of $126.75 and was located at 
what later became known as 
Burnham's Point, in the present Har
bor Beach area of Fort Lauderdale. 8 

As mentioned previously, Valentine 
may have already been living in the 
vicinity ofN ew River; if not, he appar-

ently moved there shortly after ac
quiring this property. He had defi
nitely established his residence there 
by August 18, 1891. On that date, the 
United States government established 
a post office at the Fort Lauderdale 
House of Refuge, which for five years 
had served as a way-station on the 
"Barefoot Mailman" route from Lake 
Worth to Biscayne Bay, and appointed 
Valentine as the first postmaster.9 

According to later accounts, Val
entine apparently made his home at 
the House ofRefuge during his tenure 
as postmaster. According to tradi
tion, he kept the mail in a cigar box. 
During this time, he became close 
friends with the keeper of the House 
of Refuge, Captain Dennis O'Neill, 
who was the only other white resident 
in the area. Although life at the 
isolated station must have been soli
tary at times, his duties allowed Val
entine the opportunity to make the 
acquaintance of a number of south
east Florida's early pioneers, includ
ing the Barefoot Mailmen themselves 
and a number of settlers who trekked 
the beach between Dade County's two 
main communities, those at Lake 
Worth and Biscayne Bay. Several of 
these connections would have a sig
nificant impact on Valentine's future 
career.10 

One particularly close friendship 
which developed during these years 
was with Frederick S. Morse, a Bos
ton native who had settled on Biscayne 
Bay in the mid -1880s. Morse enjoyed 
the free-wheeling life afforded by the 
wilderness, and spent much time in 
the company of his fellow bachelors, 
Valentine and O'Neill, at the Fort 
Lauderdale House of Refuge. In suc
ceeding years, Morse would serve as 
Dade County's representative in the 
Florida State Legislature, enter the 
real estate business, and become one 
of the leading figures in the develop
ment of southeast Florida. Another of 
Valentine's early and influential 
friends was Mary Brickell, who, with 
her husband William, had arrived in 
the early 1870s. Mr. Brickell oper
ated the Indian trading post at the 
mouth of the Miami River, while his 
wife concentrated on amassing large 
tracts ofland both there and along the 
New River.U 



New River as it appeared in the late nineteenth century (courtesy of 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

His duties as postmaster did not 
deter Valentine from his own real 
estate interests or from his surveying 
career. He continued to make pay
ments on his Burnham's Point prop
erty, paying the balance and receiv
ing the deed on May 3, 1893. In July 
1892, the Tropical Sun newspaper, 
published at Juno, noted among Dade 

County properties being reassessed, 
the southeast quarter of the south
west quarter of Section 2, Township 
50 South, Range 42 East, owned by W. 
C. Valentine. This property was lo
cated just north of present-day Bro
ward Boulevard, between today's 
Northeast Tenth and Fourteenth Av
enues in Fort Lauderdale. 12 

Downtown Miami at the turn of the century (courtesy of Historical 
Association of Southern Florida). 
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Eighteen ninety-two and 1893 
witnessed the construction of a Dade 
County road between Lantana and 
Lemon City, the establishment of a 
ferry crossing over the New River, 
and the inauguration of the Bay 
Biscayne Stage Line, all of which 
served to open present-day Broward 
County to the "outside world" and 
stimulate the growth of the Lake 
Worth and Biscayne Bay settlements. 
Mary Brickell, ever mindful of prop
erty values and the potential for de
velopment, hired Valentine to survey 
a tract of land on Little River in No
vember 1892. Valentine himself evi
dently made use of the improved trans
portation facilities of the day. The 
Tropical Sun noted in April1893 that 
his "many friends" were "pleased to 
see him up from his New River 
home .... His visits are all too infre
quent."13 

The completion ofthe county road 
also shifted the focus of activity and 
the hub of transportation in the Fort 
Lauderdale area from the beach to 
the river crossing. As a result, the 
Barefoot Mailman route was discon
tinued and the mail contract was 
awarded to the new stagecoach line. 
Consequently, Frank Stranahan re
placed William C. Valentine as post
master on January 24, 1894, and 
moved the cigar box post office to the 
overnight camp he operated at the 
ferry crossing. 14 

In the meantime, Valentine con
tinued his survey work. On Novem
ber 3, 1893, he completed a survey of 
the Jonathan Lewis Donation, aMi
ami area property acquired by the 
Brickells with a title which dated back 
to 1824, but which was still in dispute. 
The following month, Jacksonville 
attorney P. A. Cunningham wrote to 
the Surveyor General, expressing in
terest in "a small island or shoal in 
New River Sound," and requesting 
that it be surveyed. Cunningham had 
been a principal with Duncan U. 
Fletcher in the Florida Fiber 
Company's sisal plantation on Middle 
River, and had therefore been famil
iar with the Fort Lauderdale area for 
several years. In asking for the sur
vey of this island, he noted that there 
was "only one surveyor on this river 
-Mr. Valentine." In the spring of 
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1894, Valentine surveyed several por
tions of a pioneer Biscayne Bay home
stead, that of Michael Oxar, which 
had been purchased by Mrs. Brick
ell. 15 

At the same time, the former post
master remained involved in the civic 
affairs of the tiny New River commu
nity. On October 5, 1894, the Dade 
County Commission appointed him 
clerk of the election board for District 
Six, the New River Precinct. Frank 
Stranahan, House of Refuge Keeper 
Dennis O'Neill, and "Count" James 
Nugent, who were with one or two 
possible exceptions the only other men 
living in the precinct, were appointed 
election board inspectors. The post 
office- Stranahan's trading post
was designated the poll. 16 

As the tiny settlement coalesced 
around the county road and its New 
River crossing, forces were already in 
motion which would change the 
region's character forever. Even be
fore Henry Flagler's railroad reached 
West Palm Beach in 1894, Guy 
Metcalfs Tropical Sun, with possible 
inside knowledge, noted that the rails 
would eventually be extended to Mi
ami, a statement which became real
ity in late 1895 and early 1896. Cap 
Valentine was among the handful of 
pioneers to welcome the first train 
into Fort Lauderdale on February 22, 
1896. The arrival of the railroad 
proved a tremendous benefit to many 
early residents of the extreme south
eastern coast, including Mary Brickell, 
whose vast real estate holdings sky
rocketed in value as a result of the 
access and potential buyers it brought. 
William Valentine's old crony, Fred 
Morse, after completing his term in 
the legislature, sought employment 
with the railroad and eventually be
came its right-of-way man for south 
Florida and the leading local land 
agent for Flagler's interests and the 
canal company. In 1896, he was in
strumental in the incorporation of 
Miami and was elected president of 
the first city council.17 

Valentine's connections to these 
prominent individuals, his experience 
as a surveyor and civil engineer, and 
his position as a local civic leader 
insured that he, too, would share in 
the benefits of this new wave of activ-

ity. In May 1895, the month before it 
was officially announced that the rail
road would be extended to Miami, 
Valentine surveyed a tract ofland on 
Biscayne Bay which Mrs. Brickell had 
purchased from William T. Pent and 
wished to plat. While he had per
formed surveys for Mrs. Brickell in 
the past, and while this particular 
contract was not directly tied to the 
railroad, there can be no doubt that 
the anticipated arrival of the rails 
had awakened unprecedented inter
est in real estate throughout the coun
try between West Palm Beach and 
Miami.18 

That this interest and activity only 
mushroomed with the construction, 
completion, and operation of the rail
road extension is evident from the 
number of plats filed in Dade County 
in the last years of the 1890s. Survey
ors whose names appear most fre
quently on these plats were those 
connected with the railroad and its 
ancillary land companies. Among 
them were A. L. Knowlton, Franklin 
Sheene, George 0 . Butler, and W. C. 
Valentine. In his 1895 plat of the 
town of Fort Lauderdale, Knowlton 
acknowledged Valentine's position as 
one of that settlement's earliest and 
most prominent residents by naming 
a street ( today's Northeast and South
east Third Avenue) Valentine Avenue. 
October of 1895 found Valentine sur
veying a subdivision along the forks 
of the Miami River. By November he 
was surveying plats of lots on prop
erty owned by his friend Fred Morse 
in the area directly west of Miami. In 
April 1896, his survey of the town of 
North Miami was platted by Robbins, 
Graham and Chillingworth, the West 
Palm Beach law firm which did much 
of the title work for the F .E.C. Rail
way. North Miami would be adver
tised in the late 1890s as "The Thriv
ing Suburb. "20 The Dade County plat 
book also recorded Valentine's spring 
and summer 1896 survey of the town 
ofModelo-today's Dania- performed 
for the Model Land Company, the 
largest ofFlagler's land organizations. 
The company's intention to populate 
the town with a colony of Danes from 
Wisconsin is echoed in the street 
names shown on the original plat, 
including Viking Court, Denmark 

Street, ThorvaldsenAvenue, Milwau
kee Avenue, and Huron Street. Ac
cording to one early account, Valen
tine hired young Fort Lauderdale pio
neers Frank Oliver and L. W. 
Bracknell to assist with his work at 
Modelo.21 

The September 30, 1897 issue of 
The Tropical Sun noted that "Col. W. 
C. Valentine is doing some surveying 
for parties down in the Bay country 
and is at present making his head
quarters in Miami. "22 As the southern 
terminus of the railroad and the site 
of the imposing Royal Palm Hotel, 
Miami was rapidly on its way to be
coming south Florida's major metropo
lis. Exactly which properties Valen
tine was surveying at this time have 
not been ascertained, although one 
was likely the Samuel Fields plat in 
Township 53, Range 42, for which the 
county plat book recorded him delin
eating the range line.23 By the end of 
the year, he was back in present-day 
Broward County, surveying the town 
site for another Scandinavian agri
cultural colony. His plat for the town 
of Hallandale, a primarily Swedish 
community, was subsequently filed 
by the Flagler interests and the Bos
ton and Florida Atlantic Land Com
pany, one of the land companies of the 
Florida Coast Line and Transporta
tion Company.24 

Shortly after completing his 
Hallandale plat, Valentine again 
headed south, this time on a federal 
contract. On November 15, 1897, he 
had written the U.S. Surveyor Gen
eral in Tallahassee, stating that he 
had "been employed by [the] Superin
tendent of 7th and 8th Lighthouse 
Districts to Survey Key Biscayne in 
townships 54 & 55, R42," and request
ing a price quote on copies of the 
existing field notes and survey maps. 25 

The Key Biscayne work was likely 
completed during the winter of 1897-
98, but additional contracts kept Val
entine busy most of the year. In April, 
he was reported staying at the home
stead of Captain Fulford, keeper of 
the Biscayne Bay House of Refuge, 
"with a large force of men," while 
surveying the Snake Creek area, a 
project Valentine anticipated would 
"keep him in this neighborhood for 
some time."26 By July, however, he 



was back home at New River, survey
ing a platfor land bordering the river's 
forks, a region which, as a result of the 
activities of pioneers such as the Bryan 
and Marshall families, was becoming 
prime agricultural property.27 

In the opening years of the twen
tieth century, Valentine seems to have 
limited his surveying to work per
formed for his old friend and frequent 
employer Mary Brickell. During the 
summers of 1900, 1901, and 1902, he 
traveled to Miami to survey and sub
divide for Mrs. Brickell portions of the 
Polly Lewis Donation property. 28 

Advancing age may have been a fac
tor in Valentine's curtailing of his 
survey activities, but the primary rea
son appears to have been his burgeon
ing tomato farming enterprise on the 
north fork of the New River. Henry 
Flagler himself had envisioned the 
present-day Broward County region 
as the agricultural center of south
east Florida, and the arrival of his 
railroad had indeed transformed Fort 
Lauderdale from an isolated river 
crossing and beachfront outpost to a 
flourishing center for truck farming. 
Valentine had cleared fifteen acres 
for cultivation as early as December 
1898, and reported two tomato crops 
covering a total of six acres the follow
ing year. While turning the focus of 
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his activities from surveying to farm
ing, Valentine continued his services 
as a local election official, serving as 
clerkofvotingPrecinctNo. 7, based at 
Stranahan's store.29 

The problems which the region's 
frequently flooded conditions caused 
area farmers, and the desire of inland 
settlers for more convenient access to 
the sea embroiled Valentine in con
troversy near the beginning of the 
new century. About 1899, a group of 
Fort Lauderdale citizens led by Edwin 
T. King excavated an inlet for New 
River at the old Indian Haulover just 
southofpresent-dayBahiaMar. Until 
that time, the river had followed the 
East Coast Canal south to the ancient 
inlet south of Dania. Valentine at 
first strenuously opposed this ven
ture, according to one account rowing 
out to meet King's party with an as
sistant and guns, but was persuaded 
to share a drink with the excavators 
and join them in their labor. His ini
tial opposition has been attributed to 
his allegedly cantankerous nature and 
a desire to preserve the privacy of his 
Burnham's Point retreat. However, 
his experience as a civil engineer and 
his thorough knowledge of the river, 
the canal, and surrounding waters 
may have convinced him ofthe folly of 
the project. Indeed, the inlet subse-
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quently closed several times, and had 
to becompletelyre-excavatedin 1923. 
In the years after the opening of Port 
Everglades diverted the main dis
charge from New River, this inlet 
closed entirely.30 

Valentine's comings and goings 
were also frequently chronicled in the 
area's two closest newspapers, The 
Tropical Sun and the Miami Metropo
lis, indicating his standing in the com
munity and his wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances. In January 1902, 
while reporting marriages of Fort 
Lauderdale couples, the Tropical Sun 
commented, "We hear there is a Jack 
for every Jill. We wonder if there's not 
Jill for poor old Bill," apparently a 
gentle teasing of Valentine for his 
longstanding bachelorhood. 31 

The couples mentioned above had 
journeyed to southeast Florida's popu
lation centers to take their vows, D. 
H. Powell and J . D. Rouse, for ex
ample, having married in Palm Beach 
and Miami, respectively. Although 
he was to remain a bachelor for life, 
Valentine participated in the first 
wedding actually performed in Fort 
Lauderdale as the officiating justice 
of the peace. The couple, Frank R. 
Oliver and Eva Bryan, were married 
in a rowboat tied up at the captain's 
residence, probably his Harbor Beach 
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September 1900 Army Corps of Engineers survey showing the recently-excavated New River Inlet. 
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homestead. The details of this event, 
which has become a part of Fort 
Lauderdale's legend, were first re
ported in an article written for the 
TropicalSunby"W.H.M.,"mostlikely 
Fort Lauderdale's future first mayor, 
William H. Marshall. 32 

William C. Valentine's colorful 
career and many contributions to 
south Florida's early history came to 
a tragic end on March 28, 1903, when 
he drowned in the New River. As the 
contemporary newspaper accounts 
relate, Valentine and a group of his 
hired men had traveled down river in 
a small boat from his tomato farm to 
Stranahan's trading post. On their 
return journey, shortly after 10:00 
p.m., Valentine stood up in the boat 
and lost his balance, falling overboard. 
His companions managed to pull him 
back into the boat, but he again stood, 
"wiping the water from his face and 
eyes, being somewhat exhausted and 
excited," and again fell overboard. 
This time one of the men in the boat 
plungedintotheriver after him, swim
ming alongside and keeping him afloat 
for as long as possible "without sacri
ficing his own life also." Those efforts 
failed however, and Valentine slipped 
below the surface. His body was not 
recovered until noon of the following 
day. In assessing the cause of 
Valentine's fatal mishap, it must be 
remembered that New River in the 
days before Everglades drainage was 
a deep, swift-moving stream, charac-

1 "Fort Lauderdale's First Citizen," Fort Lau
derdaleDailyNews,August4,1925;SaraM. 
Crim, "The Story of Lauderdale," Fort Lau
derdaleDailyNews,August8,1940;L. L. W. 
Collver, The Pocket History of Fort Lauder
dale (Fort Lauderdale, c.1940), 44-48. 

3 The earliest documented non-Indian settlers 
in present Broward County were the Surles 
Lewis family, who arrived sometime in the 
1780s and were well established on theN ew 
River by 1793. Lewis died probably in the 
1810s, and his widow Frankee relocated to 
the Biscayne Bay area in the 1820s. In the 
1970s and 1980s, Broward County Histo
rian Cooper Kirk did exhaustive research on 
William Cooley, who arrived with his family 
in 1824, and headed a settlement consisting 

terized by dangerous whirlpools and 
undercurrents which sometimes 
proved hazardous even to small 
boats.33 

Valentine's funeral, held at the 
Edward Nelson Undertaking Parlor 
and Furniture Store in Miami on April 
6, demonstrated the high regard in 
which he was held throughout the 
region. The services, conducted by 
Reverend F. Pasco of downtown 
Miami's Methodist Church South, 
were well attended, and adorned with 
a number of impressive floral offer
ings, including a large, crescent
shaped arrangement contributed by 
Mary Brickell. The burial was in the 
Miami City Cemetery.34 

Valentine's close friends, Frank 
Stranahan, Dennis O'Neill, and Fred 
Morse, took charge of his effects after 
his death, and located a will among 
his papers. He had bequeathed all of 
his property to Mrs. Kate C. Henle of 
Cisco. At this time, his relationship to 
Mrs. Henle is not known.36 

In later years, after Fort Lauder
dale had become a progressive and 
"civilized" city, "Cap" Valentine's con
tributions were often forgotten. When 
he was mentioned, emphasis was usu
ally placed on his rough manners and 
alleged intemperence. Stories of 
drinking binges enjoyed by Fort 
Lauderdale's first postmaster and 
House of Refuge keeper O'Neill when 
their government paychecks arrived 
were told, embellished, and found 

of some sixty to seventy residents. For 
additional information, see Richard K. 
Murdoch, "Documents Concerning a Voyage 
to the Miami Region in 1793," Broward 
Legacy, voi. 3, nos. 3-4 (Fall 1979), 32-37; 
"The Lewis Settlement on New River: A 
Newly-Discovered Document," Broward 
Legacy, vol.13, nos. 3-4(Summer-Fall1990), 
44; Cooper Kirk, "William Cooley: Broward's 
Legend," part 1, Broward Legacy, voi. 1, no. 
1 (October 1976), 12-20, and part 2, vol. 1, no. 
2 (January 1977), 24-36. 

3 The 1900 Federal Census lists his birthplace 
as Louisiana and the year as1841. His 1903 
obituary says he was born in Virginia "about 
63 years ago,~ and moved to Louisiana be
fore the Civil War. Twelfth U.S. Census, 

their way into print. One tale paints 
a colorful picture of a comical V alen
tine scrambling to avoid an attack on 
his bald head by divebombing bluejays 
during Fort Lauderdale's first elec
tion, which took place outdoors. The 
story of Cap's reluctant assistance 
with the excavation of New River in
let, of his hermit-like life at his 
Burnham's Point homestead, and of 
course the circumstances of his death 
were told and retold until he became 
enshrined in the city's early lore as a 
sort of bumbling, drunken clown. 36 

That these stories contained a 
kernel of truth cannot be denied, as 
alcohol was in great demand and abun
dantly used on an isolated frontier 
which offered few other diversions. 
And the rugged, primarily male soci
ety of the region at that time lent 
itself to rough humor and highjinks 
indulged in by all but the most re
served and dour of south Florida's 
pioneers. 37 But while these tales are 
entertaining, and to a degree indica
tive oflife on the frontier, they should 
not be allowed to obscure the very 
solid accomplishments of William C. 
Valentine, an intelligent, energetic, 
and in many ways far-thinking man, 
whose activities as a surveyor, civil 
engineer, public official, and, in all 
probability, "modern" Fort Lauder
dale and Broward County's first per
manent white settler, blazed the trail 
which led to today's city and county. 

Population Schedules, Dade County, Florida, 
1900; Miami Metropolis, April10, 1903. 
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see; "The Early Years of the East Coast 
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Plat of the Town ofModelo (today's Dania) by W. C. Valentine, 1896. 
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