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Seminole man as illustrated in the 
1887 MacCauley report. 

Broward County Historical Commission 
and the Port 95 Commerce Park, to recover 
artifacts exposed outside the LAPC perim­
eter. Such cultural material, at that time 
being unknowingly displaced and exposed, 
would otherwise be destined for obvious 
destruction. 54 

ALANDCO III MIDDEN 
(SITE 8BD01449) 

An interesting variety of artifacts was 
recovered during the last survey near 
Alandco II, which provided more light on 
the importance of this midden. However, 
before concluding with these findings, we 
must first review the Alandco III site. 
Alandco I and II were situated on narrow 
hammock strands near sawgrass plains 
and most likely served as canoe landings 
and intermittent hunting camps. Alandco 
III is situated along a broad hammock 
ridge under an enormous covering of fauna. 
This site was first identified and noted on 
maps during the initial survey, yet, as a 
result of inopportune scheduling, no 
postholes were placed by the author to 
verifY the extent of the midden. Subse-

quently, its existence was brought to the 
attention of those who would continue the 
survey.55 

The Alandco III site covers a larger 
area, and therefore may have provided 
sufficient shelter for a larger number of 
temporary dwellers. It was located along a 
possible trail that led south from Alandco 
II, and connected to a northern trail which 
may have intersected with yet another 
trail leading to Alandco I. Of course, if the 
surrounding sawgrass plains were flooded 
extensively, these trails would have been 
passable only with great effort or with the 
aid of canoes.56 

Doctor Kennedy's field crew determined 
the extent of Alandco III as fifty meters by 
fifty meters, which conformed to the shape 
of the hardwood ridge. The artifacts of 
ceramic and zooarchaeological material 
determined by the test holes were scat­
tered, with the exception of some 
concentration near the higher elevation. 
Ceramics found at the site included the 
usual Glades Plain Ware and St. Johns 
Chalky Ware. 57 

Kennedy's field crew did recover a 
Glades tooled rim shard which dates the 
occupation at A.D. 1400 to 1513, and a St. 
Johns Plain Ware piece altered to a semi­
circular shape with perforation. The 
zooarchaeological material found at 
Alandco III consists of remains of mam­
mals, reptiles, and fish. This site, like the 
former two, represents a kitchen midden, 
and was therefore classified as a tempo­
rary hunting camp. Modem glass and nails 
also found on the site indicate some distur­
bance, and are most likely evidence from 
farming and, more recently, from ranch­
ing.ss 

ALANDCO II REVISITED 

In an effort to preserve the natural 
beauty of the hardwood hammocks and the 
rare vegetation therein, designated LAPC 
zones were recommended and were even­
tually established by the Broward County 
Commission. These protection zones in­
corporated the three Tequesta hunting 
camps as recommended by the archaeo­
logical reports. Notably, further evaluation 
of the Alandco kitchen middens and other 
archaeological sites in Broward County 
revealed one outstanding feature which 
gave the Alandco sites an added impor­
tance.59 

Following the Alandco survey, efforts 
were made to upgrade the Florida Master 
Site File list for Broward County-a long­
time recommendation of the late 
archaeologist Wilma Williams. Twenty­
plus years of countywide growth and 
development had resulted in the destruc­
tion or partial destruction of several 

archaeological sites which were formerly 
recorded on the state list. These losses, in 
the main, resulted from a lack of both 
public knowledge ofthe sites and a criteria 
for their preservation. 5° 

A one and one-half year review ofBrow­
ard County's archaeological sites listed in 
the Florida Master Site File revealed an 
additional significance of the Alandco 
middens. In addition to their scientific 
importance, these three Tequesta middens, 
in fact, represent the few remaining Brow­
ard County archaeological sites east of 
U.S. Highway 441 in the eastern flatlands 
and along the Atlantic coastal ridge which 
have not been stripped of their native 
vegetation and which have not experi­
enced major subsiding. Consequently, the 
landowners, the property developers, and 
preservationists cooperated as a single 
entity to ensure that these hardwood ham­
mocks be preserved from destruction.61 

The feature which gives these kitchen 
middens their significance guaranteed 
their ultimate preservation. Doctor 
Kennedy's report compared their similari­
ties to another site located several miles 
southwest of the tract. In recent months, 
other areas of the property have endured a 
positive transformation to support a natu­
ral ecosystem. The LAPC plan which 
included the Alandco II site also required 
that the adjacent quarry lake berm be 
restructured and planted in native Florida 
vegetation, especially that associated with 
natural freshwater ponds and springs. 
These efforts at preservation resulted in 
an ironic discovery.62 

The initial excavation of the quarry 
lake in years past had caused significant 
damage to the Alandco II site. However, 
during those years, preservation concepts 
were lax, and the excavators did not real­
ize that an archaeological site existed on 
the property. As a result, many artifacts 
were disturbed and redeposited in the berm. 
In addition, some undisturbed portions of 
the midden were capped by the berm. 
These areas were obviously unapproach­
able during the archaeological surveys 
which determined the significance of the 
site.63 

The recent restructuring of the lake 
berm according to LAPC criteria resulted 
in the unexpected redepositing of artifacts 
and cultural material for more than 100 
feet north of the highest elevation of the 
adjacent midden and several feet east of 
the southwest corner of the quarry lake. 
Rainfall then uncovered additional arti­
facts which were intermixed with the 
udorthent soil, and a dredge backwash 
pipe spilled water onto the lake beach, 
uncovering a small area of undisturbed 
midden and revealing heavier artifacts 
resting in situ. Artifacts were also 



Evidence of Seminole activity on the eastern fringes of the Everglades 
during the mid-nineteenth century is represented by these artifacts. The 
solid-shot cannonball, perhaps salvaged from a beached shipwreck or from 
one of the sites of Fort Lauderdale, most likely served as a tool for pound­
ing the coontie root into an edible flour. 

redeposited into the lake and could be seen 
resting in the shallow waters near the 
shoreline.64 

Once again, continuous monitoring of 
the preservation zones to ensure that they 
remained undisturbed, the full coopera­
tion of the developers, and the approval of 
the Broward County Historical Commis­
sion resulted in a survey and recovery of 
redeposited artifacts which were not within 
the boundaries of the LAPC preservation 
zone. Considerations were implemented 
by the advisory staff ofthe Historical Com­
mission to extend the preservation zone, 
however, such an extension was deemed 
impractical for the following reasons. First, 
the area had received extensive damage in 
years past; second, hardwood trees were 
nonexistent in this sector; and finally, the 
artifacts, including those in situ, were rest­
ing on a precariously sloped beach and 
would eventually wash into the lake.65 

all were recorded in an effort to determine 
the eastward extent of the Alandco II 
kitchen midden before the quarry lake was 
excavated. Subsequently, by determining 
the percentages of cultural material found 
exposed on an x-y plane along the south 
and west beach, the percentage of the 
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midden still intact within the LAPC pro­
tection area could be averaged. An 
estimated thirty-five percent remained. In 
effect, the highest elevation of the midden 
had long since been removed.67 

Of course, some artifacts were also found 
in situ along the lakeshore. One apparent 
survivor of the changed landscape was 
uncovered near the top of the berm on the 
south shoreline by a mild backwash from a 
dredge pipe that flowed back into the lake. 
Evidence of early tool making was exposed 
in a one-meter square area. A large slate 
rock, not native to south Florida, rested 
upon the berm, surrounded by smaller 
pieces of slate, slate flakes, and chips, and 
a partially tooled arrowhead. Most fortu­
nately, the near-level natural grade near 
the adjacent udorthent berm prevented 
most of this cultural material from wash­
ing into the lake.68 

Historical evidence was also found ex­
posed on both the south and the west 
shorelines. This included pieces of olive 
green nineteenth century glass shards and 
a few crude pieces ofiron knife blades. The 
latter artifacts may have been damaged 
during an attempt to craft material into a 
blade, or they may simply represent worn 
and discarded tools. Discovery of these 
Seminole artifacts led to a decision to con­
duct an electronic survey outside the LAPC 
protection area, in the udorthent soil along 
the lake shoreline, for reasons that addi­
tional similar artifacts may have been 
dispersed and covered with backfill.69 

The electronic survey resulted in the 
recovery of additional pieces of worked 

The procedure to collect artifacts from 
the disturbed quarry lake berm east of the 
Alandco II LAPC preservation area was 
accomplished by placing and measuring 
ten reference stakes along the west and 
south shorelines. The corridor widths in 
both sectors were constant. However, the 
slope of the berm to the lake on the west 
beach was much more critical than that on 
the south beach. The artifacts were col­
lected from between the reference points 
and recorded.66 

Although many artifacts were displaced, 
A serpentine hammerstone, also known as a maul, was manufactured with 
a recessed center for attachment to a handle. 
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iron, or crude pieces of iron knife blade, a 
square spike, a square nail, and a six­
pound solid shot cannonball. Most of these 
items were found in situ along the top of 
the berm corridor in a seven meter area, at 
an average depth of twenty centimeters. 
The cannonball was in situ below a root 
system, at thirty centimeters depth. These 
exciting discoveries, no matter how crude 
the artifact, have significant bearing in 
proving Broward County's history. They 
support the nineteenth century military 
correspondence which indicates the Semi­
noles were indeed burning the fort and 
settlement and destroying the old mill to 
obtain the iron for making tools and weap­
ons.70 

The six-pound cannonball may have 
been found by the Seminoles at old Fort 
Lauderdale on New River, or at the later 
fort on the beach, and returned inland to 
their camp. Perhaps it was salvaged by the 
Indians from a wrecked vessel along the 
coast. We can only speculate as to its ori­
gin. However, the Seminoles' only possible 
use for such a weighty object would be to 
use it as a pounder, perhaps to pulverize 
coontie from the arrowroot plant.71 

No evidence of a United States military 
camp was found at Alandco II during the 
initial survey or during this later survey 
near the site. It is highly unlikely that the 
cannonball represents a fired projectile. 
We do know that older draglines used 
surplus solid shot cannonballs as ballast. 
However, this artifact was located in situ, 
below a root system, and had been in the 
ground for quite a long time.72 

Additional historical artifacts surfaced 
during the electronic survey in the form of 
farming and ranching refuse such as old 
wire, nails, and an old rake. These exem­
plifY the agricultural importance of the 
land as noted by the late Broward County 
Historian, Dr. Cooper Kirk, in this area, 
once known as the Old Dania District, 
beginning about 1911. Thus this site sup­
ported the Tequesta, the Seminoles, and 
Broward County's agricultural pioneers.73 

We also have evidence that the Semi­
noles either lived or camped, during the 
late nineteenth century, on the eastern 
part of the hammock where Alandco II is 
situated. The initial survey by the author 
revealed surface evidence of habitation in 
the form of refuse such as the remains of a 
tin washtub, old wire, and nails, all found 
in a clearing within a heavy tree area, but 
overgrown with understory vegetation. On 
first impression, it appeared that this site 
served as a cabin or work area for the 
Dania District farmers. This may be so. 
However, the site was also occupied by the 
Seminoles. 74 

The disturbed udorthent lake shoreline 
opposite the hammock where the surface 

refuse was discovered produced a few late 
nineteenth century or early twentieth cen­
tury glass shards, a few pieces of broken 
glass bead, and an entire cobalt glass bar­
rel bead. We know the source of the latter 
artifact and thereby know that it indicates 
late nineteenth century occupation. 75 

Many redeposited artifacts were recov­
ered from near the Alandco II midden. For 
example, decorated pottery shards, some­
what scarce during the original surveys 
within the LAPC preservation area, were 
quite commonplace in the adjacent 
udorthent spoil. In addition, many other 
artifacts were redeposited in spoil near the 
northern part of the Alandco II hammock. 
Here, several strombus giga shell celts 
were found, in addition to some Glades 
Plain pottery and a green serpentine 
hammerstone, also known as a maul.76 

These artifact discoveries raise the ques­
tion as to whether or not there are two 
midden sites near each other, or just one 
continuous site through the Alandco II 
hammock. Once more, because the area 
adjacent to the LAPC area was heavily 
disturbed and for reasons of preservation 
preventing extensive scientific excavation 
within the LAPC zone, we can only specu­
late. The hammerstone provides another 
example of a tool or weapon brought into 
the Circum-Glade region of southeast 
Florida either through migration or trade. 
The nearest region where this material 
can be obtained is in the southern Appala­
chian mountains.77 

Following the survey to recover arti­
facts from the lakeshore, the site adjacent 
to Alandco II was continuously monitored 

by the author according to the original 
guidelines set between the developer and 
the Broward County Historical Commis­
sion. The last task, to shape the lakeshore 
and plant it in natural vegetation, was 
followed by additional erosion, which re­
sulted in the exposure oflarge bone pieces. 
The Broward County Archaeological Soci­
ety, which has more than one experienced 
anthropologist on staff, was invited to study 
these and determine whether or not a 
burial had been exposed. These bones, 
however, proved to be from an alligator, 
another food source of the Tequesta. Fol­
lowing this discovery, the archaeological 
group was invited to place a few tests pits 
outside the LAPC preservation area to 
determine if any burials exist in one ques­
tionable reference area below the udorthent 
spoil. The presence of a burial might war­
rant extending the LAPC zone or relocating 
the burial to within the LAPC area. How­
ever, no evidence of burials was 
discovered. 78 

CONCLUSION 

According to Dr. Kennedy's survey, the 
pottery components found on the Alandco 
I, Alandco II, and Alandco III middens 
reveal similarities between these hunting 
camps and that listed in the Florida Mas­
ter Site File as Rolling Hills II (Site 
BBD-0073). The Alandco sites served as 
hunting camps for over 1 ,000 years, yet the 
combined components place increased cul­
tural activity there between A.D. 1400 and 
1513.79 

The historical evidence recovered at 

A cobalt-blue barrel bead from the late nineteenth century was recovered 
from near the Alandco 2 midden. It was most likely received in trade at the 
Stranahan Trading Post. 



Alandco II, formerly separated from the 
isolated Alandco I midden by a flooded 
sawgrass plain, indicates nineteenth cen­
tury Seminole activity. Furthermore, the 
recovery of a cobalt trade bead indicates 
Seminole presence sometime between 1893 
and 1911. Notably, the trade bead is simi­
lar to a variety once sold or traded by 
Frank Stranahan on New River. Like ex­
amples were recovered by archaeologists 
at the site of Stranahan's trading post, and 
a similar example was found on Pine Is­
land in 1989.so 

Once upon a time, the primeval forests 
sheltered early man from the ravages of 
the elements and provided a storehouse of 
sustenance for generations. These ham­
mock lands along the eastern fringes ofthe 
Everglades brought providence to the 
Tequesta people, and then to the Semi­
noles. However, nature's forces and man's 
will to improve his lifestyle resulted in the 
unintentional loss of such places of repose. 
Most unfortunately, among those losses 
are numerous archaeological time capsules. 
However, today, man is wiser. Efforts are 
now underway to preserve and protect the 
few remaining archaeological sites inBrow­
ard County.81 

The recommendation of archaeologist 
Wilma Williams to reassess existing ar­
chaeological sites and record additional 
discoveries has resulted in a renewed 
countywide interest in preserving such 
landmarks. Fortunately for all, the three 
Al·andco sites and surrounding hammock 
lands received their salvation as part of 
LAPC protection areas. These places were 
important to the Tequesta and the Semi­
noles as temporary habitats and as staging 
camps for yesterday's hunting expeditions, 
and they are important, both today and 
tomorrow, as permanent greenscapes, for­
ever friendly to our environment.82 

It is most unfortunate that only a few 
such places remain near-natural land­
marks. Many other archaeological sites in 
this region have been either altered con­
siderably or totally destroyed. If we are to 
preserve the survivors and save those few 
representations of early man's activities in 
Broward County, we must not hesitate. 
These prehistoric and historic treasures 
must be preserved forever from inherent 
destruction. They must never be des­
ecrated.83 
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DEDICATION of the 

Broward County Historical Museum 
Judge l. Clayton Nance library 

AND 

Dr. Cooper Kirk Archives 
Over 300 people were present at the opening of the 

Broward County Historical Museum and the dedication of the 
Judge L. Clayton Nance Library and the Dr. Cooper Kirk 
Archives on the evening of May 4, 1993. County Commission 
Chairman Gerald F. Thompson cut the ribbon officially opening 
the facility. 

The museum, permanent home of the Historical Com­
mission, contains exhibits illustrating the history of Broward 
County from the sixteenth century to the present and focusing 
on the establishment and formative years of the county govern­
ment. Artifacts on display include a model ofthe 1839 Seminole 
War fort, memorabilia of Governor Napoleon Bonaparte 
Broward, and relics from the 1928 courthouse. Temporary 
exhibits on special topics will also be featured in the future. 

The library was dedicated in memory of Judge L. 
Clayton Nance, whose behind-the-scenes activity brought to 
completion in 1972 the creation of the Historical Commission as 
a public agency designed to locate, acquire, catalog, interpret, 
and disseminate the untapped, unexamined, and undiscovered 
history ofBroward County. In dedicating the library, Historical 
Commission Secretary William G. Miller, Jr., recalled his 
lifelong friendship with Judge Nance and summed up the 
judge's many contributions to Broward County, "I never knew 
a thing that Clayton undertook to do without doing it with great 
vigor and doing it very successfully. Whatever that undertaking 

Historical Commissioner Mary Smith, chairman of the 
dedication reception committee, welcomes guests. 

Historical Commission Advisor J.W. (Bill) Stevens 
(left) and County Commission Chairman Gerald F. 
Thompson cut the ribbon officially dedicating the 
Broward County Historical Museum. 

might have been, he never seemed to be interested in money, 
but in doing good for his friends and his community." 

The Cooper Kirk Archives, dedicated in memory of 
Broward County's first County Historian, contains priceless 
material assembled by Dr. Kirk during many years dedicated to 
the collection and dissemination ofBroward County and south 
Florida history. One of Dr. Kirk's goals during his seventeen 
years as Broward County Historian, was the development of 
historical societies throughout the county. Today, twelve such 
societies exist in Broward County. Historical Commissioner 
Leonard Robbins, in his remarks, gave this definition of a 
historian, which is appropriate to Dr. Kirk's life and career: 

A historian must be exact, sincere, and impartial; free 
from passion, unbiased by interest, fear, resentment, or affec­
tion; and faithful to the truth, which is the mother of history. He 
is the preserver of great actions, the enemy of oblivion, the 
witness of the past, the director of the future. 

In the spirit of community service and the search for 
historical truth embodied by Judge Nance and Dr. Kirk, the 
Historical Commission invites the public to visit its facilities 
and make use ofthe material available in its museum, library, 
and archives. 
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Guests view historical 
displays and listen to 
the evening's program. 

Nella Kirk (left) and Dorothy Nance 
speak at the opening of the 
L. Clayton Nance Library and the 
Cooper Kirk Archives. 

Left to right are: 
Historical Commissioner Leonard Robbins, 
sponsor Buddy Lochrie of SunBank, and 
Historical Commissioner Lowell Showalter. 
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