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Historic 

The City of Hallandale is located in 
Broward County, on the southeastern coast 
of the Florida peninsula. Dade County 
bounds Hallandale on the citys south, the 
City of Hollywood on its north, and the 
Atlantic Ocean on its east. The Intracoastal 
Waterway divides the citys mainland sec
tion from the peninsular barrier island 
upon which a part of the city lies. Incorpo
rated in 1927, Hallandale did not truly 

by WILLIAM R. ADAMS 

become an urban entity until the late twen
tieth century, remaining essentially a rural 
community from the time of its founding in 
the early 1900s until the decade of the 
sixties, when the population more than 
doubled to nearly 24,000 residents. The 
city contained over 40,000 residents in 
1992.1 

Before southeastern Florida became a 
retirement haven in the post-World War II 

Even in a region as characterized by change as Broward County, 
few communities have seen as dramatic a transformation as Hallandale. 
Established as a Swedish farming colony by the Florida East Coast 
Railway interests, Hallandale soon lost its strictly Scandinavian iden· 
tity, but retained its rural character until after World War II. Even the 
great Florida land boom of the 1920s had a minor impact on the physical 
development of this agricultural community. By the 1930s, however, 
depression and soil exhaustion ushered ina period of permanent agri
cultural decline. The establishment of tourist attractions, most notably 
racetracks and gambling clubs, brought a degree of excitement and a 
new economic environment, but did not substantially alter the size or 
physical development of the town. 

It remained for the post-World War II population explosion to 
transform Hallandale into a sizeable city, with a large retirement 
population, sprawling commercial area, and a dense concentration of 
beachfront highrise structures. Few traces of the historic farming 
community remain. 

The story of "Historic Hallandale" is told here by Dr. William R. 
Adams, president of Historic Property Associates, a historic preserva
tion consulting firm based in St. Augustine. Dr. Adams holds a Ph.D. in 
history from Florida State University. This article is exceprted from 
'Historic Properties Survey of Hallandale, Florida," a report prepared 
by Historic Property Associates for the City of Hallandale. 

era and urban growth exploded, much of 
the land within Hallandales corporate lim
its had been reserved for agriculture. 
Eastern parts of Hallandale now offer a 
vista common to the southeastern Florida 
coast, high-rise condominiums lining the 
waterfront and commercial establishments 
defining its major thoroughfares. The sec
tion of the city which lies west of the 
railroad tracks, once given to farms, is now 
occupied mainly by single family residen
tiallots, intersected by commercial streets 
such as Hallandale Boulevard and inter
spersed with schools, apartments, pockets 
of commercial or industrial buildings, and 
several government complexes. 

Unlike most communities in south 
Florida, Hallandale did not experience an 
era of exuberant growth in the 1920s, but 
retained its agricultural character for at 
least another decade or more. Farms once 
occupied most of the present corporate 
limits, and the growing, packing, and ship
ping oftomatoes provided the community's 
economic base. Relatively large agricul
tural tracts restricted the possibilities for 
urban development. The buildings found 
in Hallandale during the historic period, 
which begins with the community's found
ing and ends in 1945, consisted mostly of 
residences, a few small-scale commercial 
structures, and a number of packing houses 
where tomatoes were prepared for ship
ment to northern markets. 

Physical Setting 
Before its modern development began, 
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Map showing the present boundaries of the City of Hallandale. 

at the turn of the century, southeastern 
Florida consisted of a wilderness domi
nated by pine trees and palmetto scrub. 
The vegetation that once covered what is 
now the mainland part of the city was, in 
the early years of the twentieth century, 
removed when the land was prepared for 
modern agricultural use. A ridge of oolite 
limestone runs along the coastline, fann
ing the only high ground found in the area 
that reaches from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Everglades in the ;;outhern part of the 
peninsula. Solid rock two feet below the 
land's surface undergirds the soil of much 
ofthe lower eastern coast. Only a few miles 
inland the coastal ridge gives way to the 
Everglades, a slow moving, freshwater 
swamp thirty miles wide and one hundred 
miles long that stretches across the lower 
part of the penim;ula. Reclamation, or 
drainage, of the swamp in the early part of 
the twentieth century extended habitable 
land a long the coast westward at an envi
ronmental cost that only in recent years 
has begun to reveal itself. Climatically the 
area is subtropical. 

Arrival of the Florida East Coast 
Railway (1894-1919) 

Arrival of Henry Flagler's Florida East 
Coast Railway <FEC) in the area in the last 
decade of the nineteenth century irrevoca-

bly a ltered the course of development and 
history in east and south Florida. A former 
partner of John D. Rockefeller in the Stan
dard Oil Company, Flagler retired to St. 
Augustine in the 1880s, where he plunged 
into the railroad and hotel business. Origi
nally he intended to make the Ancient City 
the point of destination for his railroad and 
convert that small city into the "Newport of 
the South." Soon, however, Flagler began 
extending his railway southward along 
the coast, creating as it proceeded towns 
and settlements that eventually became 
the cities that now line Florida's eastern 
seaboard. Extending south ward from 
Daytona Beach in 1892, the FEC reached 
what is presently Fort Lauderdale in early 
1896. Two months later, the line reached 
across the New River on its way to Miami, 
where a pioneer landholder, Julia Tuttle, 
and others had offered Flagler vast tracts 
of land if he would bring his railroad into 
the settlement. Completion ofthe railroad, 
linking the populous cities of the central 
and northeasterncoastofthe United ~tales 
to south Florida, opened the most signifi
cantchapter in the region's history, a period 
which a century later continue;; to unfold.~ 

Henry Flagler did not consider the area 
presently occupied by Broward County a 
particularly significant location when he 
extended his line into south Florida. He 

was much more interested in Palm Beach 
and Miami, where he constructed large 
hotels for winter visitors. Nevertheless, 
his railroad also brought in farmers and 
settlers, some of them lured southward by 
the glowing descriptions of inexpensive 
homesteads and building lots which 
Flagler's land companies published, and 
by the promise of cheap and fertile agricul
tural acreage. The initial wave of settlers 
in the mid-1890s came from northern and 
central Florida and southern Georgia, 
many ofthem victims ofthe "Big Freeze" of 
1894-1895, which had destroyed the north 
Florida citrus industry and ravaged veg
etable farms throughout the southeast. In 
south Florida they indeed found available 
land for clearing farms upon which they 
could raise winter vegetables, such as to
matoes, beans and peppers, as well as 
citrus fruits, to satisfy the hungry demand 
of northern urban markets. Flagler's rail
road for the first time brought those 
markets within reach of south Florida's 
agricultural fields. The cities which today 
line the FEC tracks in Palm Beach, Bro
ward, and Dade counties almost universally 
began as agricultural communities at the 
turn of the century .3 

Land Reclamation 
Land reclamation, the name given a 
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slate-sponsored program to drain the wet
lands, also played a critical part in the 
development of south Florida. The idea 
had floated about since the mid-nineteenth 
century, after the Congress in 1850 en
acted a law awarding the states wetland 
areas. Florida received ten million acres 
under the act and shorUy thereafter cre
ated administrative machinery to 
implement sale of the land. In 1882, 
Hamilton Disston, a wealthy Philadelphia 
sawmaker who spent his vacations in 
Florida, purchased four million acres at 
twenty-five cents an acre and began drain
ing swampland. Farming communities 
sprouted on the "reclaimed" land, which 
supported growth of a variety of fruits and 
vegetables. Disston ran into financial dif
ficulty, but proved the technical feasibility 
of the idea. A decade later, in 1904, Gover
nor William S. Jennings announced that 
"his first and chief duty in handling (these 
lands) was to have them drained andre
claimed."4 

Jennings' successor, Napoleon Bon
aparte Broward, sponsored land 
reclamation as a progressive reform mea
sure during his term as governor 
(1905-1909). He believed that the Ever
glades contained the richest soil in the 
world and that by converting the swamp 
into farmland, Florida might become the 
world's breadbasket. The state legislature 
gave his program strong support, and un
der state auspices in 1906 work began. 
AI though technological and financial prob
lems bedeviled the state's reclamation 
program, the work continued until the 
mid-1920s . In the meantime, Everglades 
reclamation dramatically changed the face 
of southeast Florida, producing west of the 
Intracoastal Waterway cultivatable land 
from muck or swampland. The ultimate 
usefulness of the program remains ques
tionable, however; the soil in the eastern 
portions of the county became drier and 
less productive, while the reclaimed land 
to the west remained subject to the vagar
ies of rainfall and water supply. Flooding 
became a recurrent problem." 

Initial Settlement 
Hallandale began as an agricultural 

settlement. In return for constructing a 
rail line through the previously unsettled 
region, the state awarded Flagler's com
pany large tracts of public lands beside the 
railroad (and in some cases distant from 
it), which Flagler thereupon sold in order 
to finance his project. Flagler promoted 
and executed sale of the lands through his 
own land companies and through local 
agents. His principal land agent was James 
E. Ingraham, who maintained his resi
dence in St. Augustine while directing 
land sales throughout east Florida.fi 

Photo above shows the Halland family in Stanton, Iowa, c. 1890. Reverend 
Bengt Magnus Halland is seated third from right; his son Luther is standing 
at center. Below is a handbill in Swedish advertising an 1897 excursion 
from New York City. Both pictures courtesy of Hallandale Chamber of 
Commerce. 

BILLIG I 

• • LANDEXKURSION 
--,T!I.L , __ 

... ~HALLAND .... 
FLORIDA. . 

A(JC;\r fr!Ln !\pw Y.1rk City plrt~ ~f Clyd*' Liuieua ..-te,conta :uq,p.n:·, 

Tisdagen den 30 Mars 1897, kl. 3 e. m. 
la~eft ~r ~r••1mn1a d t>U :t ypptrllz:' .~ill· 

fitHfl att fOt-_J_~_~_I!}rt·.~~ . !~n~~-·!'!!.~OMta~: 

d~~- ~~~~~ ,.ydtktra •· lnd~.!!__.~"aJ'f'_!.t 

t~~.!~~-!.~· Ap~ll.inn,ft K.o"•~.~_iitt.er, --~ ~~-~~~· 
fo' lkoP, .!_!a~ &ppl"n _u~J!...,!~ra ha_~~~~~~ 

~~~-~~1"· ·~'ai."Qnt allr•andt. fil!t!rli;'r_~-~· 
ker. Ofllat4 ,.M ~Wr at>U.ol•knruitt ror <Mllaren , - - ... ~- . -- __ _. ···--· 

R.r naJntu-t. vA elton 1:1\'P'fl<;.k,, k;('l}onit•n \ " ·\'tlli.Ktra \lt-lt'O ur F lvnda . • ter O•lla.nm ir b.•tr-y"gad fi'ir d"b 
ti•lll(a (),·It ~na ftl'a.:•m. ~·~~~~ 1 .lP. uordth:ar•· ,J,·I; lrno: a( ~ta;c~l -t;i. nftu .cru~a l frukt•,.iiRr~u,. (~rlwpp
ni.tg~r t )o."ft dt:!t ~u :-t11rr1' ottri.it·ka ... t •I ·t ,\ ' l•i~rli,.(u~r·· 'uwi (i.r ""':j, ,~ n( vh •an ni.t~tuda frukter rtnnu 
tinnt-!1 til\ •al u Mr t,:Jiia:R. pr i"d odJ l'i\ !Jtt-A \,('t.:tlnini(,.Vilktlr. 

ATKOISTH .. L\J)Ll~U \H~t: T:d~ , itru ~·,kr:t nd• h'lllttt\11 uf milliom,r<>u Ht'nry ll. Fh•g
lt:"r. x~w Yt•rk < i1y. 

Halsan framflo·· r alit K:ino~kl ar d• t a lira '"'"" Viirm"': .'ad.:u ''"' "'""'"&"'" ., 
• AA ttl I :l., Kt. f- .: l>tn '\'II tt·tll .''>'t ttll 7!1 K"f'. r . 

n!• 11!iiflfli;::t ha!i>~ ifltl:\:"llt' '(lwJf3 ).:-lun:\lo•: allti1l lwo l o,.;<i..;t. ll.ca ~tl:-.t\'1',~ fur,•k0fllffi 'l hdr: fo;4t • 

\A. rna allti,Jan,la. 'fiUra,·:.liht rt·~ll :tit h ;o.ll\ ,,,rcJ•·u fukt:~ ard r.•nta. · 

Naturliga HjelpklUior. 
~kot.::trn~. f;"aku, :iol!i_,rna uc·h h.U(\'d ft·r~., lillhkt~ iuneiJ~~:,;;a.l'\· m h llu&t fM'h dt)d: i jjfy~r· 

!!;·, J. FUr ~kO.J>t-11 finnf"~ ril;li~ fiida. h .. de ~onnunr och vint<~r. 1\. ~rdt..;,: o.:b lt,Lt arlwt.a-l J• -r d m&n f.ir 
,.a \·H.I fruktt>r IJOill t;r<Jn,ak.E'r. l'wler arc~ lopp ff•r••.lc"mnu\ :.'-&tltl~u:- n•<·•ll.::la.r himmt·l. 

Marknader. 
~Xdana tinnaa utma.l hPla Flnrirl.n .. ti ... tku~t uli •If" ~t4;rr..· t>~ b min41r•.• hoto·i1 . l«)m ,,fll\ i~r, , 

t•h€'rf) Ida af rile:& nf'h viiiJ~rgwl" turi8t~r ifrr~t, •I ~> n11tr.\ •1 • ! "'''\h"H•t ra ~tat-e-rna . Dejllf;Utom xifva-. 
.. nab~ ~ommuoikat.i·m~r ~r t\n~art'! tM.·b jilrn\'ii.~ t lll \," \'" rk. Ptnla.ddplua O<'~' ih!4t.on. 

The Halland Land Co. 
inbju•lt!r tiiJ dt:nna ('Xkuninn dt"n i·h~·· oc.·l• f· •rc:a!(~..o:UJUt!. ~Hn <i.tri)tl'onrn ~jdf It an Ohmy,-u 01u 
d"' fOrch•lar. :-om t.iir n·rklig~n \"rt>juda~ . 

.-\rl•ntie !~:~~!~~!~~rr: . -~~~.r:,'::1~:i:t~~!·:~;·~~~~)t~~~~~~l:.~~-t:. i~~~r:~~!~~~;~·. ~~~i~.:·:··~~~· ~~r~~m~·t~ 
PhtJil' l>owf"ll. lU Dt!t'il\ol·t;r tit.: l'4lUor }t' . J,,(:.,hwn, •~' l'af·uit· St., Brt"lk.iru. ~. Y.; l'utor )i. Y. 
H~~ollanrl, Stltatl,U. lo•:a.: .\lr. Ture Johan10u n , 1'1.. l....ndt:rtllll(:, )lud\•1..(1., t1 iL.; Kant.Jidat 0 . Reu.-r, :. 
Water ~L. Nt-w Y(lrk. !\ . Y. 

DclliiKIII"C i E xkuN'inn<·n •t~mlll.< i Lr"TII/iHSKJ L.VlGJU.'~T·H1:M.VI!T, .V":o 5 
Water Str~.:cl, ..\"cw )'ark CJiy. 

Jo'iir ka.rtor nrh ,·,rkul•r rt.ra.ud .. .. u\('l .... h \ •.•. lf•' ~•\11'1} otnin"ar 11n; .ienl.le ex-kuniOO.tP\ de1: 
ao Mara, lilllkrir iCCn:u•t 

TBI BALLAND LAlJD CO •• 
a WATER STUEET, NEW YORK. M. y _ 

·. 



According to oral testimony from 
Hallandale pioneer Carl Ericsson, 
Ingraham himself was responsible for the 
initial sale of land and settlement in the 
Hallandale region. By Ericsson's version, 
Ingraham encouraged a Swedish min
ister's son, Luther Halland, to promote a 
Swedish settlement in south Florida, one 
that would be comparable to a Danish 
settlement just south of Fort Lauderdale. 
Ethnic settlements were not unusual at 
the time. The east coast of Florida is 
sprinkled with towns and cities originally 
populated by seWers of a particular na
tionality. Hall and accepted the suggestion 
and undertook to promote a settlement in 
the area that is now Hallandale.7 

It was not a minister's son, but the 
minister himself, the Rev. Bengt Magnus 
Halland ofBurlington, Iowa, who promoted 
the community. Halland had successfully 
organized "colonies" for Swedish immi
grants along rail lines in the Midwest. The 
original contact with Halland was undoubt
edly made not by Ingraham, but by Olof 
Zetterlund. Born OlofJohnson, on Decem
ber 17, 1858, in Sweden, Zetterlund, who 

took the name of a stepfather, arrived in 1 

the United States about 1880, settling in 
New York. By the mid-1890s he had be
come involved in real estate promotion, 
apparently successfully, since he subse
quently was able to purchase sizeable tracts 
of land iri south Florida. If Ingraham in
vited either of those two to encourage 
settlement in south Florida, logic suggests 
Zetterlund, who as a New York land agent 
would have been an obvious contact for 
real estate promotion. Zetterlund often 
traveled to the Midwest, where Halland 
lived, probably met him there and stimu
lated Halland's interest in south Florida. 
At all events, by 1897 the pair had em
barked upon efforts to persuade Swedish 
immigrants to move to south Florida. A 
surviving handbill from the time (1897), 
printed in Swedish and distributed aboard 
a Clyde Line steamer out of New York, 
advertised the sale of large tracts of land 
for growing fruits at inexpensive cost. The 
flyer also traded upon the fears aroused by 
the recent great freeze, proclaiming the 
Hallandale area safe from the frosts that 
had ruined the fruit crops in northern 

Florida Coast Line Canal and .Trans_portatfon :Co· 
ST. AUOUSTINE. FLA .. 

Wallace ~Moses, Esq., 
t ! 

. • .~· f 

:west Palm Beach. - . \ •:· . 

ne~r sir:- .- · 
. \ 

r Septemoer Z4t!l, 18116~ . ' 

fla . 
··(0_.-_ I 

l; ... 
Your favor or the 21st lnstant received. 

. · / . 
We shall .be glad to let Captain D~mick1 have tbe land he r e:,uires at .the 

price named. If you will let us ha~·e. an accurate, desc ri pti on of this land. I 
.. ~ ' . 
"'I ... ' 

shall have the deed made <!Ut for him." ' I note what you say in ··your' let'ter~ o'f 
~ . . · -~ ... • {r ;;. 

t.lle lltll ln.stant regarding the reservation sug~ested to Mr. Sawyer.and shall 

see. t.llat none o!' til~ land de.s~i bed is sold from _{llis office. I qulte ;~g:i~·~ 
. .· . . ' . .. . . . ~ \ . ~ .. -~ . :,). 

•"Yi U\ you tllat the improv_ements yo~ · contemplate_ matjng slloul~ considerably::~; 
. ' . • ·. '"liJ.' ' -if .. • 

crease the value of !Lhe surrounding land. I shall be glad to I! ear o( any' f 
I I · • ·· ·· -·-, 

rsales maae from you11 o!Jice.and to co-operate wi tt{you ·in ·any plans you ·may ' '· 

.mate for d1spos1ng .4 the~~ or the Boston a!ld 'florida or canal co~pa~i~;. 
. •. . ·•'· · ~"' ... 

~e have !!lade tro reservations · South of !lew River fer Scandinavian Co!o~ies : · 

! snall sana you a map showing the lands of the E. & f . Company included ir. 

tl!ese res~rvations. All lands 111 thin the red pencil lines are included. 

, Yours very trul;, 

~~~ 
.._~·- .A-L. ......__ -~ ~· / . . . ...... 4:(· 

p;J(J;/(J-- > 

Letter dated 1896 from George F. Miles of the Florida Coast Line Canal and 
Transportation Company, describing the reserving of "Scandinavian colo· 
nies" (from the A. P. Sawyer Papers, Florida State Archives). 
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Florida.R 
The origin of the name given the com

munity appears self-evident, though some 
sources have misattributed it to the coun
try of Holland. OnJune2, 1897, the United 
StatetS Post Office authorized establish
mentof a branch at the fledgling setilement, 
then officially unnamed, although, as we 
shall note, it was already called "Halland." 
The Post Office gave it the name of its 
principle promoter, the Rev. Halland, but 
may have added the suffix "dale" to 
Halland's name to prevent confusion with 
a town by the name of Holland on the west 
coast of Florida. Halland was named post
master, but in fact Charles Ericsson first 
actively served in that position, which he 
held until 1907.9 

Correspondence between Ingraham, 
George F. Miles, president of the Florida 
Coast Line Canal and Transportation Com
pany, and A.P. Sawyer, president of the 
Boston and Florida Atlantic Company, land 
developers, reveals that as early as Sep
tember 1896 the name Halland had been 
attached to the community. Miles, whose 
St. Augustine-based company had been 
engaged to construct roads and canals in 
the proposed south Florida settlements, 
also apparently participated in real estate 
sales and promotion. By September 1896 
two "reservations" of lands for "Scandina
vian colonies" had been created south of 
the New River. Ingraham visited the "colo
nies" at Linton, Boynton, Modelo !.Dania), 
and Halland in October 1896 and reported 
them well established, with people "com
ing in daily."10 

As of November 24, 1896, no land sales 
had occurred at the Halland colony, be
cause the FEC was awaiting completion of 
the land survey and construction of a drain
age system. A town site in Section 27 had 
been selected, however, centered at the 
present intersection of Hallandale Beach 
Boulevard and the Dixie Highway. InJanu
ary 1897, Ingraham was still awaiting 
applications for land purchases from the 
"Halland people," a reference either to 
prospects for that colony or to buyers actu
ally associated with Halland, although no 
reference to Halland himself appears in 
the correspondence found in the A.P. Saw
yer papers.11 

In February 1897, Zetterlund was at
tempting to promote land sales. An 
excursion by rail from Brooklyn, New York 
had been arranged. The first purchasers of 
lots and acreage in Hall and included Nellie 
Gieges, of whom more shall be told, F. 
Jacobson, a minister from Brooklyn, and 
the Swedish Evangelist Lutheran Beth
lehem Church in Brooklyn. In August 1897 
Ingraham sent Miles contracts for sales to 
seven individuals. Two months later 
Ingra ham reported that 600 acres had 
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Carl "Charles" Ericsson, prominent 
Hallandale pioneer and early post
master (courtesy of the Miami Her
ald). 

been sol'Cl at Halland in ten-acre lois. One 
hundred tickets had been issued for an 
excursion from Jamestown, Ohio to 
Halland. 1 ~ 

In the summer of 1897, J.A. Bostrom of 
Ormond Beach traveled to Sweden at the 
employment of the FEC to encourage im
migration to Modclo, Halland, and White 
City, another proposed "Scandinavian 
colony," located in what is now St. Lucie 
County at a site south of Fort Pierce. 
Bostrom's efforts succeeded "beyond ex
pectation," wrote Ingraham, despite the 
strenuous opposition of Swedish authori
ties, who apparently objected to the 
attempts of Americans to promote emigra
tion of Swedish citizens. n 

Hall and, of whom we find scant contem
porary documentation, reportedly did not 
remain long in the community named for 
him and which he helped to found. He 
established a trading store, which may 
have remained in business for more than a 
decade , but Halland himself left the 
community sometime in 1898. By thai 
time a number of settlers had arrived and 
begun to farm. The first of them probably 
included Alvern Andrean, Charles 
Ericsson, and the Gieges family. Andrean, 
born in Sweden, emigrated to the United 
States in 1893 at the age of twenty-six. An 
1898 newspaper account of agriculture in 
Hallandale reported thaiAndrean, a truck 
fanner, had five acres planted in tomatoes, 
already the crop or choice for commercial 
farm production in the Hallandale vicin-

ity. Andrean's death in 1912 was recorded 
in the M iarn.i Metropolis. 14 

Carl "Charles" Ericsson, born in Swe
den in 1864, emigrated to the United States 
in 1885 and settled in the Sanford, Florida 
vicinity, where he cultivated citrus. The 
Great Freeze of1894-95 destroyed his grove 
and drove him from the state. He returned 
in 1898 to settle in Hallandale, establish
ing a homestead at a site near the 
present-day Hallandale Post Office. 
Ericsson farmed ten acres on. the 
Hallandale Beach Road and an additional 
twenty acres on Pembroke Road. He also 
served as postmaster from 1898 to 1907. 
One of Ericsson's sons, E. Victor, occupied 
a familiar place in local government and 
business affairs for many decades. 1' 

A widow ofSwedish birth, Nellie Gieges, 
according to J.E. Ingraham the first per
son to actually purchase land in the Hall and 
settlement, moved to Hallandale from New 
York with twosonsanda daughter in 1897. 
She initially managed a frame rooming 
house which the land company had con
structed as temporary quarters for settlers. 
The Gieges Building, constructed in 1925 
on the site, the northwest corner of 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard and Dixie 
Highway, is now a community landmark. 
Although the Gieges children were less 
than twenty years of age at the time, the 
family also began farming and eventually 
became one of the largest growers in the 
area, establishing its own packing house. 16 

F.E. Rogero, a native of St. Augustine, 
Florida and descendant of the settlers who 
accompanied the ill-fated 1767 expedition 

that colonized New Smyrna, moved to 
Hallandale before the turn of t he century, 
at age forty-six much older than most new 
settlers. Owner of a family name familiar 
in St. Augustine, Rogero, like other farm
ers in the area, began producing tomatoes. 
He eventually set up a local saw mill. The 
Rogero family house, a two-story frame 
vernacular building, remained standing 
along the Dixie Highway until the 1970s, 
when it fell into disrepair and was demol
ished.17 

J.W. Moffitt migrated to Hallandale 
from Philadelphia in 1900 at the age of 
twenty-seven. A native of Ireland, edu
cated in Scotland, Moffitt had previously 
worked for the American Stores Company 
before the 1 ure of profits in the truck farm 
industry drew him to south Florida. He 
continued to maintain a residence in Phila
delphia while engaged in his Hallandale 
business. A son of Moffitt's, J.W. Moffitt, 
Jr., was born there in 1910 and brought to 
Florida at the age of one month. Moffitt, Sr. 
became a prominent figure in town politics 
and business. He operated a packing house 
and managed production of tomatoes from 
di fferent fields throughout the area. In 
May 1927 Moffitt carried to Tallahassee 
the local appeal for state legislative ap
proval of the town's incorporation, and he 
subsequently served on the first town coun
cil. He established during that same decade 
a real estate firm which continues in busi
ness in the last years of the century, and, 
among other business interests, acquired 
a steam laundry, which operated under 
the Moffitt name. The residence which 

The J. W. Moffitt home, constructed in 1906, is one of 
Hallandale's oldest structures (courtesy of Hallandale Historical Society). 
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A page from the 1910 Dade County census schedules, listing some of Hallandale's early settlers. 



Hallandale's F.E.C. Railway station, as it appeared in the 1920s 
(courtesy of Florida Photographic Collection, Florida State Archives). 

MofliU constructed in 1906 along what is 
now the Dixie Highway, one block north of 
City Hall, remains extant in the 1990s,one 
of the city's landmark buildings." 

Hallandale at the Turn of the 
Century 

The difficulty in establishing at this 
date the tract boundaries for the 1900 
census prohibits a determination of the 
precise number of people residing in 
Hallandale at the turn of the century. One 
census analysis suggests that about twelve 
families had set up homesteads in the 
vicinity. Seven of the families were Swed
ish, two English, and three black. The 
small number of residents in the area, 
dic;pcrscd throughout some six to eight 
square miles of territory west of the 
Intracoastal Waterway, hardly qualifies 
as a community . The post office and 
Halland's trading post undoubtedly con
stituted the only identifiable 
non-residential or farm institutions in 
Hallandale, and the post office was located 
in Charles Ericsson's home.19 

Many residents in a broad area sur
rounding the post office in Hallandale 
probably listed it as an address, further 
confounding efforts to identify early resi
dents within what are now the recognized 
city limits. In the 1898-1902 period, nu
merous people declaring a Hallandale 
address filed claims for land in Township 
51 South, Range 41 East, immediately 
west of the township within which 

Hallandale is situated. Their names, con
tained in a state land agent's report, 
included N.C. Pike, J.E. Mosley, C.W. 
Brown, N .A. Carlson, A. An drain (sic), A.L. 
Bryan, Oscar Anderson, N.C. Bryan, W.Q. 
Bryan, J.R. Charlton, C.M. Howell, J .H. 
Johnson, John T. Wofford, J.W. Wofford, 
Edwin Anderson, John Anderson, Charles 
Errickson (sic), and George E. Galloway. 
To gain possession ofthe land under state 
law, the claimant had to establish resi
dence on the parcel, limited to 160 acres or 
less, or improve it. Residents ofHallandale 
listed in the 1910 census whose claims to 
western lands were eventually validated 
included H.F. Ingalls, the wife of C.E. 
Ingalls, N.C. Bryan, J.H. Johnson, and 
J.T. and J.W. Wofford.20 

A reporter for the Miami Metropoli:; 
made a visit throughout the agricultural 
region north of Miami in late 1898 to 
inspect the farms. In a resulting article, he 
described twenty-one farms on "Halland 
Prairie," listing the owner, the number of 
acres under cultivation, and the crops pro
duced on the farm. The largest farms were 
ascribed to Charles Anderson, forty-four 
acres, and William Norton, twenty acres, 
all in tomatoes. The farm of Mosely and 
Hillyard had in production ten acres in 
peppers, one in eggplant, one in beans, 
four in potatoes, and four in cucumbers 
and squash. Recognizable names in the 
report included S. Sjostrom and J.T. 
Wofford, who eventually became packing 

house operators, and the Gieges brothers. 
Charles Anderson, from Alabama, twenty
seven years old in 1898 and married to a 
woman born in Sweden, was listed in the 
1910 census as renting the land he fatmed.21 

The identity of the black families who 
' inhabited the area is unclear. Equally 

uncertain is whether any of them farmed 
as a freeholder ofland or as a sharecropper 
or whether all worked as field hands for 
white farmers in the area. The three were 
soon joined by many others, and by 1902 a 
sizeable enough community ofblacks lived 
in the area to warrant an observation in 
the Miami Metropoli:; that as a group they 
held chu•·ch services and prayer meetings 
on a weekly schedule. Some early black 
settlers were Bahamians, who made their 
way to Hallandale through Miami. One 
early identifiable black settler in 
Hallandale who became a familiar figure 
in the community was Peter Timmons, a 
native of Live Oak, Florida, who migrated 
southward in 1905. Timmons initially 
gained employment as a sharecropper, 
renting acreage from landowners whom he 
paid with a portion of the harvest. He 
acquired a team of plow mules and con
tracted for field work with farmers. By the 
1920s, Timmons had branched out in the 
contract business, purchasing a truck and 
arranging work forces for construction 
projects throughout the area, even as far 
south as Miami Beach.22 

By 1910, more than a third of 
Hallandale's residents were black, ninety 
ofthe 240 people counted in the precinct as 
the community in the census of that year. 
About one-fifth of their number had immi
grated from the West Indies, probably the 
Bahamas, the remainder from north 
Florida, Georgia, and the Carolinas. Blacks 
migrated to Hallandale for t,he same rea
son as whites, seeking improved economic 
opportunity in the truck farming industry, 
with which they had great familiarity. 
Blacks had also another reason at the time 
to leave their communities in the north 
part of Florida and other southern states. 
The failure ofReconstruction had degener
ated by the 1890s to a time of active and 
often violent attempts to disenfranchise 
the black voter and to strip from blacks the 
rights of citizenship they had assumed to 
have won in the post-Civil War period. 
Hallandale, like the rest of south Florida, 
may have appealed to them as an 
unpopulated region without the harsh tra
ditions of discrimination found in long 
established communities.23 

In the very early years of the century, 
barely half a decade from the time the first 
settlers had arrived in the area, Hallandale 
had become a recognized center for the 
production of truck farm produce, parLicu
larly tomatoes. Agricultural tracts ranged 
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Original plat of Hallandale, prepared by pioneer Fort Lauderdale surveyor William C. Valentine and filed in 1898. 
Note the Swedish names originally given to the streets. 
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feature of which Nellie Gieges took advan
tage. The community at the century's 
beginning consisted of the rooming house, 
a trading store, several packing houses, 
located on the west side of the railroad 
tracks, and scattered farm houses. The 
original railroad depot, probably con
structed in 1896, remains standing, though 
it was cut into two sections, moved one 
block from its original location, and con
verted to residential use, sometime before 
1942. The two residential apartment units 
that once formed the FEC's Hallandale 
depot are located at 102-108 Southwest 
First Street.25 

The railroad had introduced reliable 
communication and brought with it the 
telegraph. In 1902 the first telephone was 
installed in Hallandale, at a store operated 
by J. B. Wofford. Plans for construction of 
a road linking the community with locali
ties to the south were discussed, as 
automotive transportation began to as
sume realistic proportions. In 1902 Dade 
County undertook construction of a twelve
foot-wide rock-surfaced road that ran from 
Miami to West Palm Beach, completing 
the work in 1906. A similar road to Dania 

The 1910 Hallandale school building still stands, but has undergone 
extensive changes since this 1970s photo was taken. 

was completed in 1910. In 1915 the Dixie 
Highway reached Hallandale. Such devel
opments ended the area's isolation, 
encouraging immigration of residents to 
the area and creating a need for commu-in size from five to twenty acres. The two 

largest planters in 1902, Tatem Wofford 
and McLean & Ransom, shipped on aver
age 350 crates daily and three carload lots 
on a weekly basis. Produce was shipped to 
markets throughout the eastern seaboard. 
Rail communications permitted export 
even to midwestern cities, such as Chi
cago. The largest contractor for hauling 
and shipping, T.H. Barlow of Orlando, 
employed twenty men at the task in 
Hallandale. A grower him;;elf, Barlow also 
operated a packing house. Having tested 
the busine;;s waters, many farmers planned 
to settle permanently in Hallandale. Resi
dential and commercial construction was 
sufficiently extensive by 1902 to warrant 
establishment of a local saw mill.24 

Emergence of the Community, 
1900-1920 

In March 1898, the Boston and Florida 
Atlantic Land Company and the Flagler 
interests filed with Dade County the first 
plat creating a subdivision within the 
present limits of Hallandale. The survey 
platted small lots in an area that reached 
from Northwest Third Street to Southwest 
Third Street and from the railroad west
ward to Sixth Avenue. Approximately three 
square miles of additional land, east and 
south of the small lots, was blocked off in 
ten-acre tracts. Purchase of a ten-acre tract 
included a free lot within the "town," a 

1 nity institutions and a commercial 

Packinghouses lining the F.E.C. Railway tracks in Hallandale, 
c. 1910s (courtesy of Hallandale Historical Society). 



Hallandale's impressive 1916 school building was destroyed by fire in the 
1920s (courtesy of Hallandale Historical Society). 

infrastructure to serve the growing popu
lation.26 

The first schoolhouse, completed in 1904 
and located at the northwest corner of 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard and Second 
Avenue, accommodated ten elementary 
students in its initial year of classes. A 
hurricane in 1910 destroyed that building. 
Residents petitioned the Dade County 
School Board for a new building. When the 
boa rd pleaded lack of funds to construct 
one, the residents assumed both the re
::;ponsibility and the cost ofbuilding a school. 
The building they constructed remained in 
use for six years before the Board of Edu
cation constructed a two-story schoolhom;e 
on the site of the present City Hall. The 
1910 building served as a parish house for 
the Bethlehem Lutheran Church until 
1966, when the church donated it to the 
residents of Hallandale. It is presently 
locaLed within the city's engineering com
pound at 650 Northwest Second Street.t7 

Secondary school students had to travel 
to either Da nia or Fort Lauderdale for high 
school classes. Initially they travel eel by 
train, before bus service was introduced in 
the 1920s. Black children, forced to attend 
segregated schools, fared worse. The Meth
odist Church provided space and 
instruction for black children until 1916, 
when the Dade County Board of Education 
constructed the first elementary school for 
blacks in Hallandale. The building, named 
the B.F. James Elementary School, was 
located at Northwest Second Avenue and 
Ninth Street. Distance prohibited black 
children seeking a high school education 

from commuting to the nearest available 
schools in Melbourne and Miami. Until the 
1930s, when busing for secondary stu
dents to a black high school in Fort 
Lauderdale was initially offered, they were 
forced to transfer to another community on 
a permanent or semi-permanent basis.2~ 

The 1910 census counted 240 people in 
the Hallandale precinct, residing in sev
enty-one households. Only ten members of 
the comrnWlity listed Sweden as their place 
of birth, suggesting that the Scandinavian 
origins of the community had become sub
sumed by settlers from various parts of the 
United States. Florida and Georgia con
tributed the greatest number of residents 
to the community, others came from a 
scattering of staLes t hroughout principally 
the southeastern part of the country. The 
census reveals an almost exclusive eco
nomic dependence upon the truck farm 
industry. Few occupations other than truck 
farming or employment in a packing house 
appear. Four storekeepers, four carpen
ters, a railroad agent, a mechanic, and two 
laundry workers were recorded, but none 
a!::isociated with another busines::; or indus-
t ~" ry. 

The community contained some sev
enty-five buildings in 1914. Nearly all of 
them consisted of residences or buildings 
associated with the truck farm industry. 
Non-residential or farming buildings in
c] uded three churches, a school, one general 
store, and two grocery stores. The build
ings and the population were located on 
2,500 acres of marl land, which residents 
at the time divided into two sections: the 
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"Front" or "East Prairie," consisting ofthe 
land between the rail line and the 
Intracoastal Waterway, and the "West 
Prairie," the remaining part west of the 
railroad. About 1,400 acres of land was 
under cultivation in the two sections."0 

The packing houses extended along the 
rail line. As many as fourteen such build
ings lined the west side of the tracks. The 
North American Fruit Company owned 
three of the houses; other packing house 
operators, as listed in the Miami Metropo
lis, included J.B. Wofert (Wofford?) & 
Company, H.A. Barnett, Wigby, Geiges 
Bros., W.H. Strickland, C. Curci, Ed John
son, Wilkins & Yeagle, Tatem Wofford, E. 
Somers, E. Engers, and L. Schomburger & 
Burks. On the East Prairie, the North 
American Fruit Company, probably the 
largest grower in the community, had 300 
acres in tomatoes. L.H.O. Sjostrom, an 
early settler, managed the company's ac
tivities in Hallandale. The major growers 
on the East Prairie included J.B. Moffitt, 
who had 100 acres in tomatoes; Howard 
Wilkins, ten acres; and E.V. Palmquist, 
twenty-one acres. The farms on the West 
Prairie were evidently smaller in scale, 
consisting of plots no greater than twenty 
acres in size, though Anderson planted 
fifty acres in tomatoes in 1914. Two of the 
packing houses remain standing, though 
both have been highly altered and one of 
them moved. The Schoenberger Packing 
House, constructed in 1912, stands at 112 
Southeast Third Street, although that ad
dress may not have been its original 
location. The building has been intensively 
renovated in conversion to residential use, 
but probably retains its original configura
tion. A second extant packing house, found 
in the 100 block ofN ortheast First A venue, 
lost virtually all of its original appearance 
amid the alterations it has experienced.'11 

Growing, packing, and shipping toma
toes was a large industry in Hallandale by 
World War I. By 1914, over 400,000 crates 
were annually shipped from the area. Dur
ing World War I, .agricultural prices, in 
relation to other goods, escalated to the 
highest levels in the nation's history. [n 
the first year of the European war, 
Hallandale farmers received$2.25 per crate 
for tomatoes, perhaps as much as a dollar 
per crate more than they had received in 
1908. Around that time they also increased 
their production and shipping of other 
crops, including cucumbers, beans, a nd 
grapefruit. The Geiges brothers were con
sidered the largest growers of grapefruit in 
the area. Their groves were located in the 
far western part of the area, reaching to 
what is now Pembroke Park, about two 
and one half miles west of the railline. Like 
most farmers, they probably enjoyed a 
healthy economic return during the war 





years on their economic investment in the 1 

land and crops. The experience undoubt
edly colored their outlook on the value of 
the land as the war ended and a new era 
began.~2 

Hallandale had grown in population 
during the first two decades of the century, 
but it remained an agricultural commu
nity in 1918, devoted almost exclusively to 
the growing and shipping of farm produce, 
chiefly tomatoes. The town's largest build
ing, the high school, constructed in 1916 on 
the site ofthe present-day City Hall, was 
an imposing two-story structure. cast in an 
I tal ian Renais!iance design. The residences, 
for the most part., were occupied by people 
who owned or managed the vegetable plots 
or who tilled the fields and picked the 
crops . The principle concentrat.ion of com
mercial buildings was found along the rail 
line, consisting of the packing and ship
ping houses and a depot. John Hart's 
general store faced the depot from the east 
side ofthe !.racks . Other commercial build
ings were few in number, only the small 
grocery and meat shops and dry goods 
stores necessary to provide the essential 
goods for everyday living in the commu
nity. Much of that was to change 
dramatically in the next. decade.'"' 

The Great Florida Land Boom 
(1918-1926) 

The first half of the 1920s decade wit
nessed an era of unprecedented 
development and economic expansion in 
Florida. It is difficult to exaggerate the 
proportions of the real estate frenzy that 
gripped the state or of the physical growth 
that resulted. Between 1920 and 1930, the 
state's population rose from 968,4 70 to 
1,468,211. To accommodate the specula
tive demand for a piece of Florida real 
estate, developers hastily acquired hith
erto unplatted tracts of land, subdivided 
them, and began offering the lots for sale in 
markets throughout the United States. 
Alt.hough the land boom had its genesis in 
south Florida, particularly Miami, no part 
oft.he state escaped its effects. In virtually 
every cit.y and t.own, new subdivisions were 
platted and lots sold and resold in short 
order, the price escalating with each sale. 
Buyers descended on south Florida in 
droves. Twenty thousand people were esti
mated to be arriving in Florida daily in 
December, 1924, as the boom reached its 
height. That fall, the state legislature is
sued an open invitation towealthyinvest.ors 
with approval of a constitutional amend
ment prohibiting either an income tax or 
an inheritance tax. The resulting capital 
influx further inflated an already over
blown real est.atc bubble.''·' 

Transportation net.works were ex
panded, making travel easier both to and 
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Crowds gather at J. W. Young's sales pavilion in boomtime Hollywood, which 
temporarily absorbed Hallandale (courtesy of Florida Photographic Collec· 
tion, Florida State Archives). 

within the state. By 1927, approximately 
6,000 miles of railroad track had been 
constructed. The State Road Department 
had paved 1,600 miles of roadway by 1928. 
Many communities sponsored road con
struction programs in conjunction with 
the state government. The automobile, 
introduced early in the century, became an 
instrument of common use after World 
War I and began to exert fundamental 
changes in the social and physical fabric of 
the country. It soon supplanted the rail
road as the vehicle of choice for traveling to 
south Florida. Typically, only relatively 
affiuent travelers had used the railroad as 
a common means of traveling to and from 
the state. Automobile access to Florida 
became possible in the 1920s with con
struction of highways linking the states, 
and middle-class tourists began to treat 
Florida as a summertime destination. Con
struction of U.S. Highway 1 in Florida 
began in 1920. Largely completed by 1927, 
U.S. 1 incorporated much of the earlier 
Dixie Highway into its design. "' 

Change came to Hallandale after the 
war, although not precisely in the ways 
experienced in other south Florida com
munities. Seven plats filed before 1918 
within the boundaries of the present-day 
community are recorded in the Broward 
County records. In the subsequent eight 
years, at! east thirty-three plats were filed. 
Despite the apparently ambitious designs 
to populate Hallandale with residential 
houses, comparatively little actual devel
opment occurred. Vegetable grower~ may 
have hesitated to break up the relatively 
large agricultural tracts they had success
fully cultivated in the preceding two 

decades. Moreover, the success of many 
farms probably priced the land comprising 
them out of the residential development 
market. Vacant, unused, and cheaper land 
was available elsewhere, and at the start 
ofthe Boom, Hallandale's agricultural land
owners were not aware of the problems 
their industry was to experience in the 
coming decade.~fi 

Land for the taking was available im
mediately north of Hallandale. In 1920, a 
real estate promoter from Indianapolis, 
Joseph Young, selected a one-square mile 
tract of land just above the recognized 
limits of Hallandale to create a new city. 
Like many other promoters at the time, 
Young seized upon America's newly 
aroused fascination with Florida as a land 
ofbeaches, perpetual sunshine, and oppor
tunity. He called his projected development 
Hollywood-By-the-Sea, after the Califor
nia city he had once inhabited. Operations 
began in early 1921 with a survey and 
layout of the proposed city. Young set up a 
real estate headquarters in Miami. He 
pioneered in the techniques of land sales 
promotions used throughout the Great 
Boom: free transportation and meals of
fered to prospective buyers, accompanied 
by bands, orchestras, and Chautauqua 
speakers. The selling of Florida real estate 
became an entertainment eventY 

Young's business organization, the Hol
lywood Land and Water Company, 
purchased 4,723 acres on the mainland for 
development and acquired an additional 
563 acres of beachfront property soon af
ter. Work started with clearing ofthe land, 
and in late 1922, construction of the first 
three buildings, a garage, administration 
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building, and hotel, began, all of them 
company properties. Private individuals 
soon began to purchase property near the 
company complex as a location for com
mercial buildings. By September 1923, 
some 2,500 acres were under development, 
most of it in residential property. Young's 
ambitious plans included development of a 
world seaport at Lake Mabel. Tour buses 
brought in visitors from as far away as 
Atlanta. An estimated 100,000 people vis
ited the prospective city in 1922. Many 
bought land, and by 1925, the population 
of Hollywood had, by one count, escalated 
to some 30,000 inhabitants. If accurate, 
that number made it the largest city in 
Broward County.'lR 

Hallandale was neither unheedful or 
unaffected by the mushrooming develop
ment north of it. Attempts were made to 
import the Boom southward. Young him
self purchased forty-five acres ofland from 
Charles Ericsson. J. W. Moffitt established 
a real estate brokerage firm. Other land
owners subdivided tracts they owned and 
encouraged small-scale residential devel
opment. Some development in the tradition 
of the Boom did occur in Hallandale, but it 
remained relatively small in measure. The 
Atlantic Shores company, in concert with 
the Moffitt real estate interests, planned a 
development immediately east ofthe Fed
eral Highway, several blocks north of 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard. A handful of 
Mediterranean Revival style houses that 
were consequently built and sold at the 
time remain standing in that area, 
Hallandale's most concentrated architec
tural legacy of the Great Boom."'' 

Building styles reflecting a Spanish or 
Mediterranean archi tectura I flavor became 
widely popular in Florida during the Great 
Boom. The reasons vary. Developers con
sciously sought to capitalize on the state's 
Spanish heritage. The physical features 
common to architecture from the Mediter
ranean Basin proved adaptable to Florida's 
climate and environment. Finally, several 
recent national architectural expositions 
had aroused interest in the tradition of 
Spain and early Spanish Colonial America. 
Throughout Hallandale are a number of 
buildings, principally residences, that re
veal use of a Mediterranean theme in their 
construction. Two commercial examples of 
the style include the Gieges Building (now 
considerably altered), located at the north
west corner of Dixie Highway and 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard; and the 
Schwartz Building, 420 South Dixie High
way, also constructed in 1925. 

In addition to the small residences in 
the Atlantic Shores subdivision, other 
Mediterranean Revival houses may be 
found scattered throughout the city. An 
elegant two-story residential example is 

located at 34 Southwest Eighth Street, 
constructed in 1926 by John Thompson, a 
winter resident from Chicago, who then 
chose at once to sell the property. The most 
significant residence from the period may 
be the Curci House, at 324 Southwest 
Second A venue. The building was dc;;igned 
in the style of an Italian Renai;;sance villa, 
revealed by the Romanesque arches along 
the front facade that suggest an Italian 
loggia and the balustrade atop a full story 
balcony. Frank A. Curci, an important 
figure in Hallandale, arrived in 1905 with 
his wife and three children. Seven more 
children were eventually born to the union 
of Frank and Rosa Curci. A native ofFrance, 
the son of a prosperous merchant, Curci 
moved to Hallandale from Key West, where 
he had operated a grocery store. He pur
chased ten acres of land, began growing 
tomatoes, and soon constructed a packing 
house. Curci prospered and took an active 
part in community affairs. The Curci resi
dence, immediately west of City Hall, one 
of the city's importantlegacies ofthe 1920s, 
is a locallandmark.'0 

Hallandale's commercial sector ex
panded considerably during the 1920s, as 
service businesses developed to accommo
date the town's growing population as well 
as the burgeoning community of Holly
wood north of it. Real estate firms 
dominated the list of commercial estab
lishments. As many as four of them were 
situated in Hallandale. Several combined 
dry goods and grocery stores with 
Hallandale addresses placed advertise
ments in the Greater Hollywood City 

Directory, along with two drugstores, which 
also offered a variety of other goods. The 
town contained a builder's supply, a meat 
and grocery store, an automotive garage, a 
steam laundry, and three churches. There 
were surely other commercial establish
ments that did not advertise in the directory 
and churches which the directory did not 
list, specifically those in what had evolved 
as the black community.41 

The decade of the 1920s witnessed a 
change in the economic composition of the 
black community of Hallandale. Before 
1920, blacks had migrated to the area to 
establish farms of their own, to rent fields 
for tillage as sharecroppers, or to hire their 
services as farm workers. They were conse
quently dispersed geographically 
throughout the commwlity, since their farm 
work did not permit concentration of activ
ity or of households. Jim Johnson tilled 
fields in the remote southwestern part of 
Hallandale, one of the few farmers in that 
area in the early part of the century.'2 

In the 1920s blacks began to enter the 
community in search of non-agricultural 
work. The growing prosperity of the com
munity enabled some white residents to 
employ domestic help. Construction activ
ity in surrounding communities and in 
Hallandale itself opened opportunity for 
employment ofblacks as laborers or trades 
workers. The lumber industry offered jobs 
for blacks. Peter Timmons, as we noted , 
assembled crews to work in clearing land 
for roads and development from Holly
wood to Miami Beach. Such circumstance 
meant that blacks had to occupy house-

The Frank and Rose Curci house, Hallandale's preeminent 1920s 
Mediterranean-style building, was constructed in 1924. 
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holds which were not associated with farm
steads they tilled or were employed at. 
Hallandale, despite its ethnic origins, was 
a southern town and accordingly segre
gated. Blacks were therefore increasingly 
forced to establish residences and living 
quarters in a concentrated part ofthe town 
and to develop a commercial infrastruc
ture of their own. Within the northwest 
quadrant of the town, the blocks reaching 
west from the Dixie Highway to Northwest 
Seventh Street consequently became the 
black section. The city cemetery was con
sidered the outskirts of what was called 
"Colored Town" from the 1920s to modern 
times.1

'
1 

One small area in the northwest quad
rant became referred to as "Peppertown." 
A Miami minister, the Rev. Maddox, at
tempted in 1926 to create a development in 
the neighborhood between Third Avenue 
and Fourth Avenue near Foster Road, 
which he called "Maddox Quarters." No 
filed plat of the area appears in the Bra
ward County records, although residents 
continued to refer to that area as 
Peppertown until the 1940s. The Town 
Minutes from 1928 contain mention of the 
area by that name. Many blacks constructed 
residences in the northwest quadrant in 
the 1920s and 1930s. A common means of 
financing construction of their homes was 
to obtain a mortgage from the lumber 
company that supplied the building mate
rials. One resident recalls her parents 
paying a lumber company a monthly mort
gage fee of $9.00.'14 

Life within Colored Town often reflected 
the subsistence economic levels of many of 
its inhabitants, but it also exhibited a 
vibrant side. Residential housing was in
variably vernacular, the houses built of 
pine wood, with a living room, bedrooms, 
and a kitchen contained within either a 
square or rectangular floor plan. Few 
boasted indoor plumbing in the 1920s, like 
the dwellings of poor to moderate income 
families elsewhere at the Lime. Many resi
dents employed a barter economy for goods 
and services. Farmers traded fi·esh veg
etables for seafood or dry goods. 
Black-owned businesses that developed in 
Colored Town and persisted into the 1940s 
included John Cooper's Market, Marlene 
Gates's Sundry and Drugs, Peter 
Timmons's Grocery, Olga Cooper's Beauty 
Salon, the Blue Moon Restaurant, a barber 
shop, gas stations, and a rooming house. A 
movie theater provided entertainment. In 
the 1950s the Palms Night Club and Bar 
became linked to the "Chitlin Circuit," 
which brought to the city some of the 
nation's finest black entertainers, includ
ing Jackie Wilson, James Brown, the 
Drifters, and Sam Cooke, among others.''; 

The agricultural component of the local 
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economy declined throughout the 1920s, 
in relative and absolute terms, inducing 
physical change throughout the commu
nity. The rewarding prices which farmers 
had received for their vegetables during 
the World War I era fell dramatically after 
the conflict, as agriculture entered a lengthy 
period of depressed prices. The production 
and shipment of tomatoes dropped precipi
tously. Experimentation with the 
marketing of other vegetable crops also 
declined. Low prices undoubtedly provided 
the principal reason for that event, but 
other factors were also at work. The soil 
may have begun to exhaust itself, a victim 
of the concentration upon one crop for over 
two decades. Reclamation of swampland 
had begun to work its toll, manifesting 
itself in reduced natural moisture capa
bilities of the soil. Other parts of 
southeastern Florida, less intensively cul
tivated, probably offered more productive 
land. By the end of the decade, agricultural 
production in the Hallandale area hardly 
sustained more than a few packing 
houses.46 

Experiencing decline in their traditional 
means of livelihood and witnessing an 
explosion of activity in real estate develop
ment around them, some landowners and 
residents began looking toward other av
enues of activity. Fascinated by the growth 
in Hollywood, adjoining the borders of 
Hallandale, they asked on January 15, 
1926 to be annexed into the northern city. 
The petition for annexation, signed by a 
majority of property owners in Hallandale, 
was presented to the Hollywood City Com
mission less than two months after the 
latter was chartered. Hollywood approved 
the petition and absorbed its southern 
neighbor. The merger ofthe two communi
ties proved ill-fated. The Great Florida 
Boom and Hollywood's good fortune had 
about run their course.'" 

The air began to seep out of the specu
lative real estate bubble in 1925. Bank 
deposits fell sharply in that year as na
tional attention was increasingly focused 
upon the speculative excesses occurring in 
Florida. Bankers and businessmen 
throughout the country complained about 
transfers of money to Florida. Newspapers 
suggested fraud in land sales. The Inter
nal Revenue Service began demanding 
payment for profits made in the quick 
turnover of real estate. In August 1925 the 
FEC, pleading a need to repair its 
overburdened tracks, suspended freight 
shipments to south Florida. Ports and rail 
terminals north of the embargoed destina
tions became clogged with building 
supplies, while in south Florida construc
tion slowed and real estate prices started 
to drop. Banks then began to fail, more 
than forty in all during 1926. In the sum-
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Ruins of the Hallandale Garage on Dixie Highway after the 1926 hurricane. 

Gulfstream Park (left) and the Hollywood Greyhound Track (right) 
as they appeared in the late 1930s and early 1940s 

(courtesy of Hallandale Historical Society). 



mer ofthatyear, nature added to Florida's 
misfortunes:"' 

On September 17, 1926 a devastating 
hurricane, with winds clocked at 128 miles 
per hour, struck the southeast coast, the 
eye of the storm passing over the Holly
wood-Hallandale area. Residents sought 
shelter in buildings that might withstand 
the fierce winds. The Curci residence, built 
of stone, was one of them. When the storm 
died on the afternoon of the following day 
and they emerged from their places of 
refuge, residents encountered almost total 
destruction of the community. Loss oflife 
among residents in Hallandale was com
paratively small, perhaps no more than 
ten people. Property damage was heavy. 
The enduring damage was inflicted upon the 
region's economy, particularly the real estate 
market. Potential investors and land buy
ers, previously alarmed by the unfavorable 
attention focused on Florida, had now 
greater reason to be wary of the state. 

Young's Hollywood empire, financially 
at bay, faced collapse. Presented with the 
costs ofreconstructionatop the need to pay 
off incurred debt, finding few if any buyers, 
the city itself and Young's company found 
themselves in desperate straits. The resi
dents of Hallandale quickly reconsidered 
their decision to join Hollywood. A group of 
Hallandale landowners appeared before 
the Hollywood City Commission on No
vember 26, 1926, asking to be removed 
from the city limits. Their request was 
approved the following March. A group of 
delegates from the community, led by J. W. 
Moffitt, Sr., thereupon presented a re
quest to the state legislature for 
incorporation of the Town of Hallandale. 
The legislature approved the charter, which 
the voters of Hallandale ratified on May 
14. The first town council included Moffitt, 
Charles Ericsson, C.E. Ingalls, Olof 
Zetterlund, and Henry Gieges. Moffitt was 
selected as president of the council. The 
population at the time of incorporation 
numbered slightly less than 1,000. 

The Depression and Mtermath 

The collapse of the real estate boom 
sent Florida plunging into depression three 
years in advance of the rest of the country. 
The stock market crash of 1929 and the 
ensuing economic decline experienced else
where throughout the United States proved 
merely anticlimactic to Florida. In the 
19:-lOs, little population growth occurred in 
Hallandale, but the city did experience 
continuing change. The agricultural sector 
revived slightly after the 1926 crash and a 
second hurricane in 1928, but then again 
lapsed and, in the 1940s, exhausted itself. 

Perhaps the greatest change to the com
munity came with the introduction ofcasino 
gambling in the 1920s and in the 1930s of 

parimutuel wagering, featuring a dog track. 
Hallandale voters in 1934 approved estab
lishment of the track, which opened 
December 12 on one ofthe coldest nights in 
Hallandale history. Still, 12,000 people 
paid to see the dogs run that night. A large 
horse race track, Gulfstream, was con
structed in the late 1930s and briefly opened 
in 1939. Unsuccessful at first, it closed for 
five years until new management pro
vided an infusion of cash which the track 
required to sustain operations. The princi
pal effect ofthese events upon the people of 
Hallandale lie in limited economic oppor
tunity and occasional crowds ofvisitors.'19 

That was particularly true ofthe casino 
gambling era, a strange interlude in the 
history ofHallandale and Broward County. 
Like many other social phenomena of the 
post-World War I period, open gambling 
apparently resulted from prohibition. The 
illegal sale ofliquor, or "bootlegging," gen
erated huge profits for a growing 
underworld class. In company with other 
Americans at the time, the noveaux riche 
"gangsters" adopted south Florida as a 
second or vacation home. Their number 
included the notorious AI Capone, who at 
one time ran the Hollywood Country Club, 
and Meyer Lansky, a resident of 
Hallandale, who with his brother Jake 
operated the Colonial Inn, built by the 
Frank Costello syndicate, next to the 
Gulfstream Park on Federal Highway. 
Local lawmen, politicians, and residents 
tolerated the casinos as a source ofjobs and 
money during difficult economic times. 
Moreover, gambling, whether in casinos or 
at the track, was expected to contribute to 
the development of south Florida's tourist 
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and entertainment industry. Casino gam
bling endured, sometimes fitfully, until 
the 1950s, when Senator Estes Kefauver of 
Tennessee, a presidential candidate, 
brought his Senate Crime Investigating 
Committee to Miami. Kefauver presided 
over highly publicized open and televised 
hearings on the issue of crime in south 
Florida, one of the first instances in the use 
of television for such purposes. The ensu
ing public outcry inspired by the hearings 
forced an end to the illegal activity.50 

Building did occur during the Depres
sion Era, particularly as the New Deal 
programs began to take effect. Federal 
mortgage loan assistance programs en
abled some residential housing to occur 
after 1934. A Federal Savings and Loan 
Bank was set up in Hollywood that year, 
encouraging local construction. In the pub
lic sector, federal relief programs designed 
to stimulate employment, particularly the 
Works Progress Administration (WPAl, 
resulted in construction of governmental 
related buildings. Municipal government, 
conducted from the time of incorporation 
in a white frame building at 124 North
west Ninth Street, moved in 1941 to new 
quarters at its present site, 308 South 
Dixie Highway, replacing a two-story school 
building that once stood there. A jail was 
constructed at the same time."1 

The historic period, considered to end at 
the close of World War II, does not encom
pass the truly great transformations which 
the City of Hallandale has experienced. In 
a physical sense, the city grew relatively 
little in the century's first four decades. An 
aerial photograph of Hallandale made in 
1942 reveals a still largely rural commu-

The infamous Colonial Inn, Hallandale's most famous gambling casino, as it 
appeared at the height of its popularity in the late 1940s (courtesy of Hallandale 
Histocial Society). 
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nity, containing a few pockets ofbuildings 
surrounded by vacant fields, presumably 
devoted to farming or simply consisting of 
cleared but undeveloped lands. The two 
race tracks provide, obviously, the most 
conspicuous landmarks, both of them set 
in the midst of agricultural lands. The 
most concentrated housing appears in the 
northwest section of the city, confined to 
the blocks situated west of Sixth Avenue 
and north of Foster Road. The expanse of 
land west and southwest of that part of the 
northwest quadrant remained entirely 
vacant. 

The southwest quadrant, south of 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard and west of 
Dixie Highway, which in 1992 offers a 
spatially organized and almost fully devel
oped pattern of residential settlement, 
contained only scattered housing. Build
ings in that quadrant, moreover, narrowly 
bordered those two major city thorough
fares . The developed lots generally ran but 
two blocks south of Hallandale Beach Bou
levard and one block west ofDixie Highway. 
The big expanse of territory within that 
quadrant that lies west of Southwest Sec
ond Avenue and south of Southwest Third 
Street was entirely vacant, about half of it 
taken up by tilled fields and halfby cleared 
though undeveloped ground. 

The "East Prairie," those lands east of 
Dixie Highway, presented only scattered 
blocks of housing, none of them offering a 

dense concentration of buildings. In the 
northeast quadrant, the Atlantic Shores 
subdivision of 1920s hom;es, three blocks 
between Northeast Sixth Street, North
east Fourth Avenue, Northeast Fourth 
Street, and Federal Highway, and an ad
joining block on the east side of Federal 
Highway contained a lonely concentration 
ofbuildings in the vicinity of the race track. 
Scattered housing occurred in the blocks 
between the Dixie Highway and Federal 
Highway and south of Northeast Third 
Street. The only apparent remaining pack
ing houses appeared in that quadrant, 
situated, on the east side of the Dixie 
Highway, below Northeast Third Street. 
In this quadrant, as in the other three, 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard remained 
largely devoid of commercial development. 
The lands east of Federal Highway were 
neatly divided into rectangular plots as far 
as Northeast Fourteenth Avenue, where 
even farmland stopped. The Gulfstream 
track complex dominates the eastern part 
of the southeast quadrangle. The track 
was surrounded on three sides by agricul
tural fields. West ofthe track and ofFederal 
Highway, scattered houses appeared in 
random blocks, the densest pockets ofbuild
ings at the junctures of Hallandale Beach 
Boulevard with both the Dixie Highway 
and Federal Highway-"2 

The post-1950 experience ofHallandale 
is similar to that of virtually every other 
major Florida city: increasing numbers of 

automobiles and a growing expanse of 
asphalt, an interstate highway system that 
cuts through the city, residential sprawl, 
the gradual erosion of a central core, and 
strip development along major highways. 
Perhaps the most striking physical devel
opment resulted from construction of a 
concentrated row of highrise condomini
ums and apartments along the waterfront, 
a major change in state housing patterns. 
The we::;tern fields also filled with build
ings, mainly residences on relatively large 
lots, containing a population that was 
sparse in relation to the densely occupied 
eastern or beachfront territory. 

A community of agricultural origins 
whose population grew slowly in its first 
five decades of existence and whose com
mercial sector did not develop until well 
after the close of the historic period in 
1945, Hallandale contains relatively few 
potential historic buildings in relation to 
its 1992 population of some 40,000 inhab
itants. The surviving buildings from the 
historic past consist overwhelmingly of 
residences. The few non-residential build
ings from the period have been altered to 
one degree or another. So have many of the 
residences, though some retain their origi
nal appearance. They offer the city its only 
tangible links with its past. Although small 
in number and scattered in location, the 
historic buildings deserve attention as the 
city prepares for even greater changes in the 
twenty-first century. 

Aerial view of Hallandale, looking north, 1958, showing extensive post-World War II construction 
(courtesy of Hallandale Historical Society). 
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Wi{{iam Coo{ey 

AND THE LAND OFFICE: 
A Note on Frontier Settlement 

The introduction to William Cooley's 
autobiographical letter of August 11,1851, 
published in the Winter/Spring 1989 issue 
of Broward Legacy, noted Cooley's role as 
justice of the peace at the Homosassa settle
ment in present-day Citrus County and his 
acquisition of 160 acres there through the 
Armed Occupation Act of 1842. Additional 
research has produced even more docu
ments relating directly to Cooley's life at 
Homosassa and some problems arising 
from his official duties and his attempts to 
begin life anew after the tragic massacre of 
his family on New River at the outset oft he 
Second Seminole War. 

Immediately following the New River 
massacre, Cooley, with the other New River 
settlers, sought refuge first at the Cape 
Florida 1 ighthouse and then at Indian Key. 
As the Seminole War intensilied with the 
United States Army and Navy t;tepping up 
em>rts to protect Florida setUers and force 
Indian removal, Cooley found himself 
employed in a variety of war-related ca
pacities-as lighthouse keeper, ship pilot, 
scout, and express rider. In 1837, the latter 
two duties brought him from south Florida 
to the area between Tampa Bay and the 
W i thlacoochee River, at that time the heart 
of military operations in the territory. The 

by JOE KNETSCH 

conclusion of the war in 1842 found Cooley 
on the Homosassa River. While still pursu
ing compensation claims for his New River 
losses, he also sought during this period to 
carve a new life for himself by applying for 
Armed Occupation Act lands. 

Promoted tirelessly by Seminole War 
army commanders, prominent Floridians, 

and United States Senator Thomas Hart 
Benton of Missouri, among others, the 
Armed Occupation Act went into effect on 
August 4, 1842. The act authorized the 
federal government to award, from an area 
of200,000 acres, tracts of 160 acres each in 
peninsular Florida south of Gainesville to 
any head of family or single man over 

Best known for his leadership of the pre-Seminole War New 
River Settlement and the massacre of his family there in 1836, 
William Cooley left his mark on many other areas of Florida as well. 
His long, full life spanned the period from the second Spanish 
occupation to the Civil War and involved him in a variety of frontier 
economic enterprises, in exploration of uncharted wilderness areas, 
and in local and territorial government and finance. 

In "William Cooley and the Land Office," Joe Knetsch documents 
Cooley's activities on the Homosassa River in the years immediately 
following the Second Seminole War- activities which in some way 
paralleled his leadership role on New River. Dr. Knetsch also demon
strates how Cooley's experiences typified the bureaucratic entangle
ments which plagued numerous settlers seeking to obtain the ben
efits of the Armed Occupation Act, which opened much of the central 
and southern peninsula to settlement. 

A frequent contributor to Broward Legacy, Dr. Knetsch is a 
former Broward County Historical Commissioner currently working 
as research historian with the state Department of Natural Re· 
sources in Tallahassee. 
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eighteen years of age who was able to bear 
arms and who would erect a house on the 
property, clear a nd cultivate at least five 
acres, and reside there for at least five 
years. The purpof3e ofihc act was two-fold; 
it was intended to encourage the settle
ment of central and south Florida, while at 
the same time providing an armed buffer 
zone between settled portions of north 
Florida and the hostile Seminoles who 
remained in the south. To administer the 
act and issue land permits, the United 
States General Land Office established 
two offices in Florida, one at St. Augustine 
and the other at Newnansville in Alachua 
County. 

William Cooley's problems with the 
Land Office began the day he applied for 
the armed occupation per·mit, December 
15, 1842. While applying in Newnansville 
for his own a llotment, he graciously picked 
up the permits for nearly thirty other set
tlers residing in the Homosassa vicinity. 1 

Since Cooley was a leader in the budding 
community and its justice of the peace, this 
action seemed quite natural and respon
sible. However , Cooley's generosity does 
not appear to have appealed to the sense of 
propriety of Richard M. Young, commis
sioner of lands with the United States 
General Land Office. 

On April24, 1847, more than four years 
after the permits had been issued, Young 
4uestioned the cunductofthe Newnansville 
){egisterofLands in awarding them. Keview-
i ng the status of the penni ts' issuance, Young 
uuted that Cooley had been given the permits, 
hut that the land o!lice at Newnansville had 
ened in allowing him Lo enterall of the names 
on thesameday.As Young put it, " ... you were • 
merely required Locorrect these certificates as 
respects the area of the tracts and not to issue 
other certificates, of another date, and in the 
nameofanolherindividualforthesameland. 
Such proceeding is inadmissable under any 
circumstances. "l 

The upshot of the register's error must 
have created some anxiety among the set
tlers because the commissioner ordered 
the original certificates gathered and re
turned to his office and directed the 
Newnansville register to issue new land 
certificates after he had returned a ll of the 
original;; to Young, a process, given the 
travel difficulties of the day, that took 
many months. During this time the set
tlers may have wondered at the fate of 
their land claims. 

Cooley's own Armed Occupation Act 
permit also came under close scrutiny by 
Young. On July 24, 1841:!, Young wrote the 
Newnansville office that Cooley's permit 
had been revoked for "reasons given in my 
letterofthe 9th of May last ... " 1Though this 
letter has not s urfaced to date, it may be 
s urmised that either Cooley's description 
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associated with William Cooley. 

ofhis land was unclear, or, ironically, it did 
not fall into an exact quarter section of 
land, as required by the amended law of 
1844. The irony noted here comes from the 
knowledge that it was Cooley who had 
taken it upon himself to write the General 
Land Office requesting that surveys of the 
area be made as soon as practical because 
it would " ... enable him to fill up applica
tions for permits for settlers under the 
'Armed Occupation Act."'" Thus, ifCooley's 
own tract did not conform to the s urvey he 
had requested, the irony was very real. 

Fortunately, Cooley did not have too long 
to wait for an am;wer. In early li:$49, hi i:i 
permit was approved, after a repmt from an 
agent of the Land Office was filed under the 
procedw·es oftheLandActof,July I, IH48.''He 
finally owned 159 acres oflancl in the nmth-

eastquarterofSection28, Township 19South, 
Range 17 East.6 Because of variations either 
in the survey or in the landform of the area, his 
claim fell one acre short of the standard 160 
acres specified by the Armed Occupation Act. 

A question arises at this point which 
mul:lt be asked, though it cannot be directly 
answered. As Cooley was one of the first 
setilers on the Homosassa, many other 
permit applications used his claim as the 
foca l point for their permit description. If 
Cooley's permit had been totally revoked, 
what might have happened to the permits 
of Charles H. Haven, Robert Hodges, and 
J ohn Alvaris, all of whom noted Cooley's 
settlement in t heir applications?7 

The cle rica l errors of the Newnansville 
regis ter continued to plague Cooley when 
he sought to add to his holdings. On Ma rch 



10, 1848, Richard Young again wrote to the , 
Newnansville office, specifically to oneJ ohn 
Parsons. This time Young found error with i 

the number assignment on Cooley's land 
certificate. Because of this error, " ... the 
assignment of William Cooley cannot be 
returned because he assigns certificate 
356 (should be 350) and 384 in the same 

assignments, which have been filed, the 
certificates not having been pattented 
I sic I."" Not until November 24, 1849, was 
this error corrected and the certificate is
sued to Cooley's assignee, John James.n 
Cooley now added the forty-acre parcel in 
the northwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter of Section 27 (same township and 
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William Cooley's Armed Occupation Act permit application for land on the 
Homosassa River (document courtesy of Florida Department of Natural 
Resources), 
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range) to his Homosassa homestead. 10 

In 1856, Cooley again encountered dif
ficulty with the Land Office, this time in 
Tampa, where he had established perma
nent residence by 1850. A land office had 
been opened in Tampa in 1853 to accom
modate the rapidly increasing population 
of the region. The new commissioner of 
lands, Thoma;; A Hendricks, wrote the 
Tampa regi;;ter and receiver on October 28 
that the latter had given the wrong num
ber of a military warrant used on a 
certificate issued to Cooley on June 20, 
1855. 11 This error did not threaten Cooley's 
purchase of the land indicated on his war
rant, but, as required, he was apprised of 
the fact. One can almost imagine his ex
pression of disgust at the Land Office's 
seemingly endless errors. 

Even with these bureaucratic errors, 
Cooley persevered and amassed an attrac
tive and substantial holding on the 
Homosassa. The records indicate that, in 
addition to the two specified tracts noted 
above, he also obtained the northwest quar
ter of the northwest quarter of Section 28, 
the northeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter of Section 27, the west half of the 
northeast quarter of Section 32, and the 
east half of the northeast quarter of Sec
tion 32; all in Township 19 South, Range 
17 East. This added up to a comfortable 
tract of 478.22 acres at a total cost of 
$400.301~ 

This figure probably does not reflect the 
total land holdings of William Cooley. The 
military warrant referred to above was not 
noted in the tract book for the Homosassa 
area. As the military w;.rrrants were pay
ments to soldiers in land, they could be 
located anywhere on federally owned land 
in the state. It may very well be that when 
Cooley obtained the certificate to the land 
in 1855, he immediately sold it to another 
part.y,-which would explain why it does not 
appear in the tract book. One is tempted to 
speculate that he sold it to his "neighbor" at 
Homosassa, David L. Yulee, but such as
swnptions would.he dangerous and probably 
inaccw·ate. "1 

Cooley's problems with the Land Office 
were somewhat typical of that day, and 
especially of the Newnansville office. Fron
tier settlement was difficult enough without 
the harassment of apparently incompe
tent frontier bureaucrats and their cautious 
Washington superiors. However, in fair
ness to the Land Office, it must be stated 
that land frauds on the frontier were leg
endary and not always punished. The men 
in Washington were well aware of the vast 
potential for corruption and collusion in 
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the local land offices. Not knowing the 
players, the territory, or all of the circum
stances, they could only fall back on 
procedural errors to help stem the poten
tial tide. Broward County pioneer William 
Cooley, unfortunately, was one of the vic
tims of this tenuous system. 

-------:A{ptes-------

(The author would like to thank Eliza
bethAlexanderofthe P.K. Yonge Library of 
Florida History in Gainesville and Kathy 
Miklus of the Florida Department of Natu
ral Resources for their valuable assistance 
with information contained in this article. 
Neither is responsible for the viewpoints or 
conclusions drawn herein.) 
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56, letter of October 28, 1856, P.K. 
Yonge Library of Florida History. 

12. Tract Book, Newnansvillc, volume 5, 
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1:3. Ibid. The Tract Book indicates that 
Yulee owned the adjacent land in Sec
tion 32. It may be assumed that the two 
men knew each other, but the exact 
nature of any relationship is unknown. 

David Levy Yulee, Cooley's neighbor at 
Homosassa and one of Florida's 
first two United States senators. 

Above is one of several Land Office communications 
concerning Cooley's property on the Homosassa River 
(document courtesy of Florida Department of Natural 
Resources). 
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Meeting the Challenges 
of Growth: 

Road and Bridge Building 
In Post-World War II 

Fort Lauderdale 

by PAULS. GEORGE 

During the decade of the 1940s, the City 
uf Fort Lauderdale experienced remark
able growth and development. A large 
training base for members of the armed 
forces during World War II, the city saw its 
population climb from 17,996 at the outset 
of the decade to 36,328 by 1950. Fueling 
this population explosion was the return of 
many wartime visitors and servicemen as 
permanent residents. 

This growth imposed new demands upon 
a city unprepared for them. Citizens de
manded more housing, schools, additional 
police protection, new roads and bridges, a 
better water supply, and an improved sani
tation system. When improvements were 
not forthcoming in a reasonably short pe
riod of time, Fort Lauderdale faced serious 
problems.1 

Harold Holden, decried the city's growing 
traffic congestion, especially in the tourist 
season, citing a dearth of downtown park
ing and traffic bottlenecks at the approach 
to bridges. Holden warned that downtown 
congestion required immediate action since 
that sector was in danger of strangling on 
its traffic. Speaking in 194 7, he addressed 
a problem that would bedevil urban cen
ters across the nation: "Modern automobile Fort Lauderdale's first postwar mayor, 

Perhaps more than any other phenomenon, the 
rapid proliferation of automobiles has transformed 
the face of America in the decades following World 
War II. The past half century has witnessed continu
ous road construction projects as cities have battled 
congestion, wilderness and countryside have been 
invaded by residential and commercial development, 
and interstate highways have tied the nation's popu
lation centers closer together. 

The challenge of providing road ways sufficient to 
accomodate the ever-increasing traffic has been in
tensified in Fort Lauderdale by south Florida's tre
mendous population explosion, the region's attrac
tiveness to vacationing motorists, and the obstacles 
provided by the city's miles of waterways. 

This article, tracing the city's numerous road and 
bridge building projects from the late 1940s to the 

present, is an adaption of portions of ''Broward's 
Flagship City: Fort Lauderdale, 1945-1990," the final 
volume in a three-part comprehensive survey pre
pared for the Historic Broward County Preservation 
Board. Author Paul S. George, former director of the 
Preservation Board, is currently assistant professor 
ofhistory at Miami-Dade Community College Wolfson 
Campus. He also conducts a series of popular walking 
tours of historic areas in Broward and Dade counties. 

"Roadways to the Future," the pictorial selection 
which follows Dr. George's article, features photos of 
Fort Lauderdale streets, bridges, and highways as 
they appeared in the 1960s, a decade of especially 
intense growth and change. These photos are from a 
collection donated to the Historical Commission by 
the City of Fort Lauderdale's Traffic Engineering 
Department. 
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transport has super-imposed traffic on our 
streets designed for the horse and buggy. "2 

Holden argued for off-street parking in the 
downtown area as a means of relieving 
clogged roadways. Instead, the city chose 
to place parking meters along its main 
thoroughfares, thereby adding to the grow
ing traffic congestion. Nowhere was 
congestion more evident than on those 
portions of Andrews Avenue and the Fed
eral Highway that spanned theN ew River. 
The Andrews Avenue bridge was thirty 
years of age and in danger of condemna
tion by the late 1940s, before the city began 
constructing a new bridge. The new struc
ture, the fourth span at this crossing, was 
built from steel and concrete, was broader 
and stronger than its predecessors, and 
contained four lanes of traffic.'1 

While construction was underway on 
the new Andrews bridge, Powell Brothers, 
the contractors for the project, built a tem
porary pontoon crossing atSouthwest First 
Avenue. This narrow span was employed 
briefly, because the Andrews Avenue bridge 
was completed in only nine months, at a 
cost of $482,000. The bridge opened in 
October 1949, and relieved much down
town congestion. It would remain in 
operation until 1979. The county named 
the new span the H .C. Davis Memorial 
Bridge for the veteran county engineer 
responsible for its design.4 

The drawbridge crossing the New River 
at the Federal Highway presented even 
more serious problems than the span at 
Andrews Avenue. Built in the mid-1920s, 
this low, narrow, wooden structure stood 
in the upright position several hours daily, 
sometimes causing mile-long backups on 
Federal Highway. In the postwar period, 

Harold Holden, 
Fort Lauderdale mayor, 1945-1947. 

Top photo shows construction in progress on the H. C. Davis Memorial 
Bridge at Andrews Avenue, 1949. Photo above shows the Dwight L. Rogers 
Memorial Bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway at Las Olas Boulevard 
shortly after completion, 1958. 

this portion of the highway acquired an 
unenviable reputation as the "worst bottle
neckofU.S.1 from Maine to Florida."··· Fort 
Lauderdale business leader Emmett 
McTigue recalls that just a few years ear
lier the absence of traffic had permitted 
him to ride his bicycle along the center of 
the Federal Highway- without his hav
ing to grip the handlebars.1

; 

Because of the frequency ofbridge open
ings, the city commission in 1945 directed 
the city manager to take whatever steps 
necessary to limit them to the half-hour. 
The following year, the New River 
Boatmen's Association was organized to 
solve such problems as "unnecessary bridge 
openings."7 

Many citizens and city officials, how
ever, felt that more radical measures were 
necessary. As early as 1940, discussion 

had begun over the prospects of construct
ing a tunnel beneath the river at the Federal 
Highway crossing. During the postwar 
period, tunnel advocates grew louder in 
their demands. In 1948, the city employed 
a consulting firm to draw up preliminary 
plans for tunnels at the Federal Highway 
and New River, as well as at East Las Olas 
Boulevard and at Southeast Seventeenth 
Street where those arteries approached 
the water. The Florida State Road Depart
ment also became interested in the idea of 
tunnel crossings. It engaged its own con
sul Ling firm which recommended a tunnel 
at the Federal Highway and New River, 
but ruled against tunnels under the 
Intracoastal Waterway and Stranahan 
River at Las Olas Boulevard and South
east Seventeenth Street. In the late 1940s, 
a new bridge featuring a high level bascule 
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1960 road map showing the Sun
shine State Parkway completed 
between l<'ort Pierce and Miami. 

lift span replaced the antiquated structure 
over the Intracoastal Waterway at Oak
land Park Boulevard. Not until 1960, 
however, after a great deal of controversy, 
would a tunnel under the New River at 
Federal Highway open to vehicular traf
fic.H 

Fort Lauderdale's infrastructure grew 
proportionately with other sectors of the 
community in the expansive 1950s. The 
eastern portion ofheavily traveled Sunrise 
and Las Olas Boulevard also acquired new 
spans over the Intracoastal Waterway. 
The completion of the A. H. Brook Memo
rial Bridge at Southeast Seventeenth Street 
in 1956 marked the fulfillment of a long
held dream. This high-level span crosses 
the Stranahan River, that portion of the 
Intracoastal Waterway between New River 
and Port Everglades. One thousand feet in 
length, the bridge cost nearly $2 million to 
build and took two years to complete. The 
Florida State Road Department provided 
funding for the sparrY 

The Florida State Road Department 
was also responsible for construction oflhe 
Sunshine State Parkway or Florida Turn
pike, Florida's first superhighway, which 
traversed the peninsula in a north-south 
direction. In 1957, the Turnpike opened 
between Fort Pierce and Miami. Motorists 
wishing to enter or exit the Tur·npike in the 
Fort Lauderdale vicinity could do so at 
West Sunrise Boulevard and at Slate Road 
84. In the 1960s the Turnpike was ex
tended northward to Wildwood, allowing 
access to central and north Florida. 1o 

Fort Lauderdale hosted several other 
highway and bridge construction projects 
throughout the 1950s. In the decade's final 
years, road, bridge, and tunnel building 
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programs amounted to $10 million in con
struction costs. Bridge building projects 
accounted for spans over the Himmarshee 
Canal at Southeast Eighth Avenue, and 
across the New River at Southeast Third 
Avenue and at Southwest Twelfth Street. 
The new bridge at Southeast Third Av
enue marked the culmination of a lengthy 
campaign by Robert H. Gore, Sr., and the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News for a bridge at 
that site. 11 

Construction of the tunnel under the 
New River at Federal Highway represented 
the most notable road-related project of 
the era. In 1951, the Florida State Road 
Department approved the Federal High
way tunnel project at a projected cost in 
excess of $4 million. Led by the Fort Lau
derdale Daily News, which opposed the 
tunnel primarily because its estimated 
price exceeded that of a new bridge at the 
same site by a wide margin, the forces of 
opposition grew dramatically in strength, 
forcing the city commission to call for a 
referendum on the issue in 1956. Propo
nents of the tunnel won by less than 600 
votes out of 13,443 cast. 12 

Under the arrangement with the State 
of Florida, the State Road Department 
would providefortwmel construction while 
the city was required to contribute the 
right-of-way for the tunnel. lleginning in 
1957, LheCityofFortLauderdale paid $1.1 
million for the properly comprising the 
right-of-way. Tunnel construction began 
in October 1958. Gasoline taxes returned 
to Broward County by the State of Florida 
provided for the financing. During the 
lengthy construction period, the state built 
temporary bridges at Southeast Fifth and 
Ninth Avenues. The major components of 

Bird's-eye view of the Southeast Third Avenue bridge, soon after its 
completion, 1960, looking northward toward downtown. 
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At left is the U.S. 1 bridge over New River, 1958; at right is the tunnel which replaced it two years later. 

the tunnel were twin tubes which rested 
upon a steel ribbon several feet beneath 
the surface of the river. The New River at 
the tunnel crossing was fourteen feet deep. 
Dams on each side of the tubes kept the 
water away from the construction area. l:l 

The length of the tube, including the 
approaches to the submerged portion, 
measures 2,270 feet; the enclosed area 
stretches to 864 feet. The tunnel consists of 
two separate roadways, each with two 
twelve foot lanes. More than 200 laborers 
used 865 working days to complete it. 
Construction costs were just under $6.5 
million. The only completely waterproof 
tunnel in the United States at the time of 
its completion, it was designed to handle 
2,500 cars per day. 1'

1 

As the tunnel's completion date neared 
in the fall of 1960, the city prepared for an 
enthusiastic celebration. In early Decem
ber, it erected grandstands over the tunnel 
entrance at East Las Olas Boulevard for 
visiting dignitaries, including Florida Gov
ernor Leroy Collins, who had indicated 
their intentions to attend the grand open
ing of the roadway. For one observer, the 
impending opening of the tunnel repre
sented "the biggest drawing card in town. "15 

On December 8, 1960, 2,000 spectators 
watched Governor Collins snip the ribbon 
surrounding the northern entrance to the 
tunnel, signalling it..<; opening. Collins spoke 
about Florida's only underwater road. For 
the governor, its completion represented 
"the long delayed solution to one of the 
state's worst traffic problems." Originally 
called theN ew River Tunnel, its name was 
later changed to the Henry E. Kinney 
Tunnel in honor of a newspaperman who 
was also a champion of the project. 16 

The tunnel's completion also facilitated 

the traffic flow along East Las Olas Boule
vard in thevicinityofthe Federal Highway. 
A portion of East Las Olas Boulevard had 
undergone a beautification campaign in 
the 1950s, with the planting of palm trees 
along its center. Beautiful black olive trees 
now graced the parking lots located just off 
the street. Many of the buildings in this 
sector were redesigned in the Spanish 
Eclectic or Mediterranean Revival archi
tectural style. By the end of the decade, 
East Las Olas Boulevard could claim its 
place among Florida's most beautiful re
tail streets. 17 

The western segment of Las 0 las 1:3ou
levardpierced the heart of downtown which, 
in the 1950s, was groping for ways to meet 
the challenge of competition from the new 
suburban shopping centers springing up ncar 
the perimeter of Fort Lauderdale. Rc:;pund
ingto requests from downtown merchants for 
additional parking areas, the city converted 
such sites as the old Florida East Coast 
Railway station just east of the tracks into 
parking lots. New parking lots and garages 
appeared elsewhere in the downtown and 
surrounding areas. Burdine's department 
store, downtown's premier retail establish
ment, and other businesses also instituted 
improvements to their surroundings. 18 

Downtown and other areas of Fort Lau
derdale still operated according to the 
Masterplan of 1947, which, because of the 
city's rapid growth, was obsolete by the mid-
1950s. Accordingly, FmtLauderdale updated 
the Masterplan in 1956. The new version 
provided a revised traffic plan and placed 
major emphasis on zoning. 11

' 

Despite the revised traffic plan and 
construction of new and expanded road
ways and bridges, traffic congestion 
remained a problem in many areas of the 

city. A prime reason for this condition was 
the enormous increase in vehicular traffic. 
An estimated 25,000 automobiles negoti
ated the streets of Fort Lauderdale in 
1950; according to one source, this number 
exceeded 100,000 by decade's end.20 

While traffic continued to vex motor
ists, businessmen, and planners, it also 
consumed a large portion of the time of the 
police and other elements of the city's 
government. Fort Lauderdale gained a 
measure of relief from the congestion down
town with the opening of the long-awaited 
bridge over the New River at Southeast 
Third Avenue in 1960. A few years later, 
the William Marshall Bridge opened at 
Southwest Seventh and Fourth Avenues. 
The ci Ly built additional bridges elsewhere. 
By the late 1960s, Fort La uderdale could 
boast of ninety spans extending above and 
across its waterways. With the completion 
of a downtown storm drainage system in 
1960, the city mitigated some of the flood
ing and attendant vehicular congestion 
that followed heavy rains. The city also 
resurfaced and widened many streets dur
ing this era.21 

In the realm of road building, the era 
was perhaps as notable for something that 
did not happen as for that which hap
pened. The city considered but rejected a 
plan to link Las Olas Boulevard with I-95 
that called for the demolition of the vener
able Sweet Building on South Andrews 
Avenue and everything west of it in the 
path of a proposed road to the new super
highway.12 

The era of the superhighway was at 
hand, as any observer of the giant con
struction project for I-95, west of 
downtown, could see. In 1965, approxi
mately one mile ofl-95 opened between 



William H. Marshall Bridge at Southwest Fourth and 
Seventh avenues under construction, 1963-64. 

Griffin Road, south of Fort Lauderdale, 
and State Road 84. In 1968, the road 
reached the New River, and construction 
began on a massive bridge over the 
stream. In the following year, I-95 crept 
north to Davie Boulevard. By then, Fort 
Lauderdale's population had spread sev
eral miles west of the new highway. Road 
builders completed the superhighway 
through Fort Lauderdale in subsequent 
years. The last section ofl -95 in Broward 
County, linking the interstate highway 
between Fort Lauderdale and Pompano 
Beach, opened in 1976.2'1 

The 1970s brought additional highway 
construction in virtually every area of Fort 
Lauderdale, and set the stage for the enor
mous growth of superhighways in the city and 
Broward County in the 1980s. I-595, a multi
lane highway stretching in an east-west 
direction, opened in 1989, bringing motorists 
from 1-95 as well as I-75 and other express
ways in west Broward County to Port 
Everglades and the Fort Lauderdale-Holly
wood International Airport. A mammoth 
cloverleaf just west of the airport in Fort 
Lauderdale links the city by highways 
with numerous other parts of south 
Florida?• 
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of l-95. The largest road building project 
in Florida history, it will add new traffic 
lanes to the busy highway, and replace 
many bridges and other segments of the 
roadbed with new construction. The 
"hump," the segment of I-95 crossing 
New River, which proved so difficult for 
trucks negotiating its steep incline, was 
dismantled and replaced by a larger, 
more level bridge. Despite the expansion 
of I-95, some wonder if the road will ever 
be large enough to accommodate the ex
plosive growth in the number of motorists. 
Russell Baker, the talented humorist for 
the New York Times, predicted that by 
the lime today's babies are purchasing 
their first automobiles, "1-95 between 
Miami and Fort Lauderdale will have to 
be 22 lanes wide to avert traffic paraly
sis."25 

Behind Baker's hyperbole was the re
ality of explosive population growth and 
development that shows no indication of 
slowing. Indeed, as this article is being 
prepared, Fort Lauderdale and all of 
Broward County continue to open new 
roads, expand existing ones, and prepare 
for construction of new bridges. Road 
and bridge building will remain major 
priorities for Fort Lauderdale as the city 
prepares for the challenges of the next 
century. 

In the late 1980s, the State of Florida 
also commenced iLl' ambitious expansion 

Interstate 95 under construction at State Road 84, 
view looking north with New River in background, summer 1965. 
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ROADWAYS TO 
THE FUTURE ---

1960s Scenes from the City of Fort Lauderdale 
Traffic Engineering Department Collection 

East Las Olas Boulevard, looking 
west toward downtown from the 
Himmarshee Canal, c . 1968-69. 

Christmastime in the heart of 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, 1961. 
View looking north on Andrews 
Avenue from North New River 
Drive. 



Northwest Sixth Street looking west at Northwest Ninth Avenue intersection, 1966. 
Sign at Texaco station at far right shows gas selling for 24.9 cents per gallon. 

Out in the country- Northwest 
Twenty-first Avenue (Decker Road) 
looking north toward Executive 
Airport, 1962. 

Gateway curve on Sunrise Boule-
. vard, looking west from Northeast 
Twentieth Avenue, c. 1964. 



Oakland Park Boulevard and U.S. 1 
was a busy intersection, even in 1962. 
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Federal Highway (U.S. 1), looking south from 
Northeast Sixth Avenue, c. 1962·63. 

Housing developments and shop
ping centers cover the land ncar 
the intersection of Prospect Road 
and Andrews Avenue in this winter 
1962 scene. 

Broward Boulevard, once a narrow, lightly traveled road, was on its way to becoming one of Fort Lauderdale's 
main thoroughfares by 1960, when this view, looking eastward from West Thirteenth Avenue, was taken. 



:34 - Broward Legacy 

Southeast Third Avenue, looking northward toward 
the New River bridge, 1960. Note the Broward County 
Courthouse bell tower, soon to be demolished, at left. 

. . . 
---

Aer ial view of Sunrise Boulevard, showing the 
In tracoastal Waterway bridge and the intersection 

with A-1-A, 1960. 

Eastward view of the Southeast Seventeenth 
Street/A-l-A bend at the Mercedes River bridge, 

Harbor Isles, 1962. 

A familiar scene for tourists- view north along A-1-A 
from the 2900 block, October 1968 . 
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.. THE HEALTHIEST PART OF 

FLORIDA • 
II 

• • 
An Eyewitness Account of New River, 

Reprinted from the St. Augustine News, December 11, 1840 

As everything connected with Florida is 
a subject of interest to its residents, as well 
as being anxiously sought for by persons 
abroad, we publish the following extract of 
a letter, written seue/'(/l years since, in part 1 

descripliue of New River and the count1:y of 
South Florida. It is customary with many 
persons to associate a harren and sterile soil 
with the name of our Territory; and, in lieu 
of investing it with a rich and fertile char
acter, to see nothing but pine trees, sand 
cranes, and gopher holes. Even the beauti
ful name of Florida - synonomous with 
flowers, the aroma of whose bloom charge 
the air with fragrant odor- is lost to those 
dull sensibilities, and a peninsula capable 
of sustaining millions of inhabitants is 
wrote down as inhospitable in character, 
and offering no incentive to enterprize, or 
reward to industry. 

"It is a small river running into the sea 
20 miles to the North of Cape Florida 
Light, having four feet water on the bar; 
four miles from its outlet it branches off 
into four prongs, each of which, at the 
distance of six miles from their junction, 
are lost in what we term the Everglades, or 
inland sea of fresh water, the extent of 
which has as yet not been ascertained; Mr. 
IWilliaml Cooley, who resides near the 
mouth of the inlet, attempted some time 
since to pass through them to Cape Florida. 
He was in them several days, lost for want 
of a compass to direct his course; there was 
a sufficient depth of water for a vessel of 
some size. I have examined them in this 
neighborhood, and I am told they preserve 
much the same appearance near 100 miles 
to the Southward of this. If they were 
properly examined, I think it would be 
di scovered that they extend in a 
Westwardly direction through this penin
sula, and is the source from whence flow all 
the rivers into the Gulph IGulfofMexicoj 
from the opposite side of this peninsula; 
and I have no doubt but that an exploring 
party might pass through New River, and, 
by pursuing a Westwardly course, enter 

into the Gulph, through Chatham Bay or 1 

some of the other rivers flowing into the 
Gulph to the Westward of this. I should 
suppose it well worth the attention of the 
Government to authorize a party for that 
purpose. It ism uch to be regretted that the 
lands in the neighborhood of New River 
are so little known. In my opinion upward 
oflO,OOO acres ofthe richest kind of sugar 
lands might be obtained there, mostly high 
fresh water marsh, with an elevation of 
about four feet above common tides, they 
could be made perfectly dry, and have a soil 
of black or blue clay, from 2 to 3 feet deep. 
Raised, as I have been, in the lower part of 
South Carolina, I consider myself a good 
judge of such quality of lands, and I am 
confident that such lands as I have de
scribed could not be obtained at a less price 
than $100 per acre, were they situated in 
Carolina. Independent of this species of 
lands, there are considerable bodies of 
high hammock of good quality; there are 
also large bodies of live oak, handy to a 
water carriage; the pine lands bordering 

on these lands are high and well timbered, 
and would afford an inexhaustible range 
for cattle and hogs, and to all these advan
tages, I am warranted in asserting that it 
is by far the healthiest part of Florida I 
have yet seen. These lands are all as yet 
ungranted, and only require to be made 
known and they will in time become settled. 
As they lie in the same latitude with the 
Island of Abaco, one of the Bahama Is
lands, and as the cocoa-nut tree grows to 
great perfection near New River and in the 
woods in that neighborhood, I am induced 
to believe that coffee might be cultivated 
there with advantage; for it is said that 
'any climate is adapted to the cultivation of 
coffee on which the cocoa-nut tree can be 
raised, without injury from frost;' for my 
part I have seen nothing like frost since I 
removed here in 1825. Knowing the inter
est which you take in the prosperity ofthis 
Territory, I have ventured to trespass on 
your time and patience by giving you a full 
description of a valuable section of our 
country, hitherto little known." 

The brief article reprinted here originally appeared under the 
title "New River & c." in the St. Augustine News in the midst of the 
Second Seminole War. As the introductory paragraph states, it was 
written "several years" prior to its publication, almost certainly 
before the war erupted, since it mentions William Cooley's resi
dence on the river. Somewhat perplexingly, that residence is given 
"near the mouth of the inlet," rather than at the Sailboat Bend site of 
Cooley's plantation. 

Internal evidence indicates that the anonymous author, a South 
Carolinian who moved to the region in 1825, was Richard 
Fitzpatrick, who acquired the Frankee Lewis Donation property on 
New River in 1830 and established plantations both there and in the 
Miami area. Arguably south Florida's most prominent citizen 
during the 1830s, Fitzpatrick served as president of the territory's 
legislative council in 1836 and was largely responsible for the 
creation of Dade County that year. His remarkable visions for the 
lower peninsula, including Everglades drainage and extensive 
cultivation of sugar, livestock, and tropical plants, is well docu
mented in a number of sources and is reflected in the sentiments 
expressed in this article. 
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THE 

• 
FAMILY.· 

Reprinted from 

Elder Asa Chaplin, Revolutionary Soldier, 1739/40-1807 

by Mittie Myers Chaplin 
(Miami, The Miami Post Publishing Co., 1956) 

Much of H :•rd County's history is 
intertwined 11JI · l,.e history of the Ever
gladP8. u•hich, in its original state, 
encnr ---f approximately six-sevenths 
of th1. ,.,tty's area. Although Governor 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's initial ef
f'nrts tn drain this r>ast. watery wilderness, 
hrwinn ing in 1906, resulted in the rrclama
lion of some farmland, chiefly along the 
mqinr state drainage canals, as well as in a 
rush of' land sp••r:u!at.inn. and euentually 
the formation of a.//1'11' r'ou nt.y named j(>r the 
.aouernor, murh nf the regim1 remained 
flooded and 1.wusahle at the lime Bmward 
County cnnw into heing in 1915. lJuring the 
1920s, as the Florida land honm fncwwd 
pu.h!ic at.tl'lllion on Rroward County's rap
idly grmning roastrtl rommunitiPs. the 
estnhlishnll'nt of indit•idual r!raJnugt· dis 
trict.~. thP arrival nf npw agricultural 
flin /1/'l!rs. n nd the construct inn of add it inn a l 
lateral ditd1.es and canals opened uaslncu· 
acres nf murk/and." to cu1til'alinn. 

The ChnJdin family tNJ.s in the fi,n'frnnf 
n(fhis nl'/1' I'IYI n{HI'I'I'glades a~rindluml 
dr•l'l'lnjlll/1'111. llnm nl Ulflt• Mnt·kinall', !/ 
!innis, on Afrrv 19. JH56, Fran/din Ni,·hn/ 

Chaplin grew up on the family farm there, 
moving with his parents to an eighty-acre 
farm at Normal, Illinois, in 1873 or 1874. 
As a young man, he received his certifica
tion as a teacher, and taught country schools 
in Illinois in addition to farming. As his 
wife, Mittie Myers Chaplin, would write, 
some eighty years later: 

At heart he was a born farmer. 
He was in advance of his day in 
that his idea of developing a raw 
piece ofland was not just Lo rake 
ofT what the land freely gave, 
but to add to its powers of repro
duction. One small piece ofland 
he lived on at this period was 
partially swamp and unproduc
tive. His idea. then far advanced 
;;o far as common practice went. 
was to tile-drain the swamp and 
so make Lhc whole piece produc
tive. Thw; began the philosophy 
ofadded u::;efulnesfi which muti
vatedall his farming operations 
- to make t.wo blades of grass 
gTow when• only orw grew he
fore.' 

In 1882, Frank Chaplin moved to Kan
sas, where he cultivated a tract of prairie 
land for several years. In 1890, he moved to 
California, and there began farming the 
rich but flood-prone Suisun Bay Delta area 
northeast of San Francisco. There, Chaplin, 
his wi{r!, and four children struggled against 
the elements and the uncertainties of the 
agricultural market be{rJT'e deciding to seek 
their frwt.u.nes on a new fronti.er. Th.eir years 
in California, though financial(y unsuccess
ful. provided the farnily with much of the 
experi<~nce mxessary to farm the reclaimed 
Eu,..,glades land in what was then Broward 
County:~ westernmost outpost of habitation. 

Some of the properties once owned hy the 
Chaplin family include part oftoday's Tree 
Tops !'ark sill!, where the family had a 
dai(y and later a citrus 1wrse1y. The site is 

, part of Pine Island Ridgl!. To I he west, a 
. port ion of' Long Key Ridge at thP. south 

hordernfthe Flamingo Gardens tram route 
and the western end of Long Key Ridge next 
to the old Kapok Tree restaurant U'ere also 
part o(the f'amily properties. According to 
Ruth Faulk, wi{r! of Fran!< Chaplin's son 
Charlie, hath Charlie and his father had a 



"hound dog nose" for high land. Their prop
erties included lands which were indeed the 
"higher ground'' so important for fanning 
in this region. 

The following account of the Frank N. 
Chaplin family's move to south Florida 
and their contributions toBroward Cou 11ly :., 
hist01:y is taken fmm a 1956 family hist01:v 
written by Millie Myers Chapli11 and re· 
printed here Leith the permission of the 
Chaplin family. 

tlli1l1ill2!/'''''''')'8%8'''' ''='' '':'/'''''''''''''''''''''' '''''''''''''"" 

In 1919 father I Frank N. Chaplin I and 
son lBert R. Chaplin I gave up the fight and 
began a search for a purchaser for the 
island [Van Sickle Island in Solano County, 
California] and for a new field in which 
they might make their living and perhaps 
regain their financial status. At one time 

possibilities of a cattle empire on the cheap 
lands of the Everglades. 

That year they toured the Southern 
States in a secondhand "Model T~ Ford 
purchased in New Orleans and sold before 
they returned to California. In their ab
sence Frank's wife carried on, using Van 
Sickle Island as a base and home. She 
taught a country school across the bay at 
McAvoy in Contra Costa County. A job 
gives you cash; a farm takes cash! She and 
the three children came and went each day 
on the Oakland and Antioch Electric Rail
road, each to his respective school in the 
next county, ten to fifty miles away! The 
sinking levees of Van Sickle did not hold 
against the "spring" tides of that autumn, 
and Mrs. Chaplin had, in the absence ofher 
men, while continuing her teaching, to cope 
with that winter's flood conditions in the best 
way altogether limited financial conditions 

Frank N. Chaplin standing in a field of Napier grass, grown as an experi
ment on his dairy farm at today's Tree Tops Park, c. 1930s (courtesy of 
Bonnie Chaplin Scism). 

they were offered acreage near Los Ange
les in trade for their equity in Van Sickle 
Island. Time and the unparalleled growth 
of Los Angeles now reveal the acreage as 
very valuable suburban property, which 
subdivided into city lots would have made 
them whole again financially. But the trade 
was rejected! It was "too far out" from Los 
Angeles to be valuable for city property! 
And it had no great intrinsic value agricul
turally. The last, to grower-minded father, 
was an absolutely conclusive argument. At 
this low point, Bert unearthed a govern
ment bullet,in on the Everglades ofFlorida. 
This gave analysis of soil which showed a 
large muck, and therefore nitrogen, con
tent. Bert instantly conceived the plan of 
recouping his fortunes by developing his 
nitrogen plant in Florida. His production
minded father immediately saw 

permitted. 
How could she and the three children go 

back and forth at will during a flood? Why 
did they not have to be evacuated? The 
explanation is simple. The island was sub
ject to tidal overflow only, and that only at 
a very high tide or in high spring-of-the
year flood conditions on the rivers which 
joinedjustaboveit. At low t ides the outside 
waters were from six to eleven feet below 
the land surface. Parts ofthe land distant 
from the river shore were on a slighlly 
higher level and more solid silt ground; the 
levees here were good, and held; water 
from breaks in the r iver-front levees did 
not always cover the entire island. The 
farm buildings and the railroad station 
were on this portion of the island, while t he 
railroad itself was trestled across the is
land to the ferry on the riverfront. The 
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original railroad grade thrown up on the 
peat base had not stood up to the load and 
had sunk out of site below the island's 
water level. Hence the trestle. Then too the 
flood was not an onrushing river current 
maintaining the same height and current 
for days and days. It was a creeping tide 
that crept in, and then most of it crept out 
each day for day after day on that treach
erous mile of river front levee, in a sort of 
Flanagan's "on-again-off-again" perfor
mance of nature. People could ride it out in 
their houses on higher ground or at above 
basement level for a few hours until the 
tide went down, or even for a day or two if 
the tide was an unusual one. Crops were 
different. Without complete control by 
stable levees around the entire island crops 
could not be grown, and cattle grazing was 
limited. 

The recent last word on this swamp 
delta land, so potentially rich in its agricul
tural possibilities, is that the few remaining 
inhabitants have been put on notice to 
abandon their lands, "at a price agreed 
upon." The Department ofDefense will use 
the lands, so goes the rumor, for a "super 
ammunition dump," the largest in the world 
- for hydrogen bombs, atomic bombs, and 
whatever else is to be dreamed up in the 
way of defense ammunition. It would be an 
ideal spot for such an installation for sev
eral reasons. Perhaps these lands, too 
difficult to reclaim for agriculture, have at 
last found their niche of usefulness in the 
realm of twentieth century defense! 

The tour of the South pinned the family 
agTicultural and real estate hopes to an
other star - the vast undeveloped region 
of the Everglades, a last great pioneer 
agricultural front in the United States, 
strangely enough in the first settled state 
in the Union. Later that year 11919] Bert 
Chaplin and his wife moved to Miami, 
Florida, fully expecting to develop his pro
cess of extracting nitrogen from the muck 
of the Everglades. His father and family 
followed in September, 1922. Always for
ward looking and optimistic, Frank was 
sure he would make himself the exception 
to disprove the economic rule that a finan
cial "comeback" is impossible to a man of 
sixty. His three young children were in
spired in bedtime story with an imaginative 
picture of a great cattle ranch in the Ever
glades with all the ponies and 
accompanying glamor of a distant cattle 
barony in Arizona, or Montana, or Nevada. 

Bert dropped his plans for a nitrogen 
plant when an analysis of the soil showed 
too small a nitrogen content to become 
commercially profitable at the nitrogen 
post-war price. Instead he opened a real 
estate office in downtown Miami. His fa
ther later took office space with him. The 
dream of a cattle ranch faded out in the ups 
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and downs of Florida business life from 
1920 to 1930. "The boom, the blow, the 
bust" is the only too vivid way a Miami 
banker characterized the period. "The 
boom" was the premature and inordinate 
demand for Florida lands, far in advance of 
development and population increases; "the 
blow" was the hurricane of 1926 which 
swept with its center squarely across the 
city of Miami, damaging or destroying ev
erything loose or frail in its path to the tune 
of millions of dollars and a number ofli ves; 
"the bust" was the natural reaction after 
the financial binge of the "boom;" it antici
pated by four years the national recession 
ofthe 1930s. 

In this crisis in the real estate business 
Frank turned his attention again to agri
culture. By contracting to sell on a 
shoestring, a pay-as-you-sell basis, three 
hundred and twenty acres of Everglade 
land six miles west ofDavie and somewhat 
higher above sea level than elsewhere to a 
hustling young man from Indiana, he made 
it possible to set out one of the earliest 
plantings of oranges in the Everglades 
west of Davie.2 The acreage was subdi
vided into five-acre tracts and sold planted, 
with a maintenance guarantee. The plan 
worked; with an enlarged acreage Fla
mingo Groves became a Davie show place. 
Others followed suit in planting until the 
Davie area was almost a continuous or
ange grove of some six to eight thousand 
acres. 

He himself planted on a small scale as 
he could finance the venture, experiment
ing with ten acres out of Miami, first with 
bananas, then with oranges, only to have 
each destroyed in turn by summer rains 
and floods. Then he transferred to the 
slightly higher land of the Davie area, and 
planned to plant Valencia oranges of the 
Lue Gim Gong variety in as many acres as 
he could as rapidly as he could. Thirty 
acres he planted then are producing groves 
today. He did not live to realize this late 
dream; he died June 20, 1942. 

Time has shown that his vision in 
these great agricultural projects had not 
been distorted; it had been true that he 
was in the van of the crowd; to realize it 
only required more funds, more time, 
and more effort. The obstacles had been 
many; some of them practically insur
mountable. It was only his judgment 
that was in error and that mainly in two 
particulars: 1) he underestimated his 
ability to surmount obstacles by grim 
determination; 2) he refused to use the 
economic rule of nearness to large and 
growing congregations of people in his 
appraisal of future values in land. It is 
not surprising that among his last tired 
faltering utterances were these words, 
"All my life I have tried to do too much." 

Scenes of hurricane damage i n Miami, September, 1926. 

Tractor designed for use in swamp lands 
(courtesy of Bonnie Ch aplin Scism). 



He could not then see what his children 
now plainly see that aiming high he had 
really accomplished much in highly con
structive agricultural projects. He had 
helped immeasurably with his un
bounded energy and resourceful thinking 
in the army of those who reclaimed a 
desert. True he had failed in reclaiming 
a swamp, but it had been an honorable 
failure. Not yet on the ropes at sixty-six, 
without money and with a family to sup
port, he had thrown the wealth of his 
past experience into doing his important 
bit in reclaiming another pioneer front, 
the Everglades of Florida. In all these 
undertakings and in whatever else he 
may have been for the moment doing, he 
was not a promoter but a farmer at heart, 
the pioneer. His aim had always been to 
put more into the land than had been 
taken off, to produce values, not to de
stroy them. His mind did not permit 
doing this on a small scale; it had to be 
bigger or better to interest him. These 
tasks challenged a great imagination. 
All had promise of great economic use
fulnes~:;. In tasks like these he had realized 
hi~; great ambition, to make many blades 
of grass to grow where only one blade 
1 and sometimes none) had been before. A 
niece thus sums up his spirit in meeting 
difficulties in his path as she saw it in a 
number of letters she received from him 
in the depression years in Florida: "They 
are full of optimism, but, always while 
the future seemed to be full of promise to 
him, the present was full of financial 
troubles. There is also a constant expres
sion of faith, and general kindness of 
spirit." 

----9{ptes----
1. Quoted from an earlier section of Elder 

Asa Chaplin, Revolutionary Soldier, 
1739 I 40-1807 

2. The "hustling young man from Indi
ana'" is apparently Floyd L. Wray, 
founder ofFlamingo Groves. AI though 
a native of Michigan, Wray had come 
to Florida in 1925 from Evansville, 
Indiana , where he managed a whole
sale tobacco business covering south
ern Indiana and northern Kentucky. 
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d{rJt, 
-BERT R.. CHAPLIN 

ROOM •oe, III:LUU -...,. a buft Oo. Bl.De. 

Letter from Frank N. Chaplin to James S. Rickards, Secretary of the Bro
ward Drainage District, detailing some of Chaplin's activities in the Bro
ward County Everglades as early as 1928 (courtesy of Bonnie Chaplin 
Scism). 

Postcard showing "picking time" in a Florida orange grove. 
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HOLLYWOOD-BY-THE-SEA 

'Deve{opment of a 'Dream City 

DREAM CITY HAS TAKEN FORM 
AND IT IS HOLLYWOOD 

NEW ALL-YEAR RESORT IS THE 
MARVEL OF THE ENTIRE STATE 

Hollywood-By-The-Sea is the wonder 
city of not only Broward County but of the 
State of Florida. Do you think of a city 
rising like a dream where but four short 
years ago was nothing but a strip of unoc
cupied territory between some where and 
somewhere else? 

It is a new resort city on the East Coast 
of Florida, 15 miles north of Miami and 50 
miles south of Palm Beach. It is a marvel 
in city building, even measured in com
parison to the sensational growth that 
Florida is enjoying. It is directly on the 
Atlantic Ocean, the Inland Water Way 
Canal, Dixie Highway and the Florida 
East Coast Railroad. Hollywood-By-The
Sea was planned and designed by Joseph 
W. Young. His energies and foresight 
developed it. Drawn to southern Florida 
himself by the climate, he saw in the site 
what he thought was the ideal location for 
a Florida resort city- a city which would 
offer a ll sorts of winter diversions for the 
visitor from the north, and a city which 
would offer beautiful homesites for those 
who would live in Southern Florida. 

The city has a civic center. Circle Park, 
a ten acre tract beautified by palms and 
other tropical plants and shrubs. Around 
this and radiating from it are wide streets 
and boulevards. 

Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News and Weekly Herald, 

New Home Edition, August 14, 1925 

Here is the finest railway station in 
Florida south of Jacksonville- a station 
that was built by Mr. Young and pre
sented to the railroad. The building is 420 
feet long and furnished splendidly for the 
convenience of the traveler. 

The Golf and Country Club is about the 
finest and most ornate in Florida. Like all 
the buildings in Hollywood - business, 
homes, apartments- the clubhouse is of 
stucco, of Spanish architecture, and fea
tured by a glass dancing floor through 
which shine vari-colored lights. The golf 
course is of 18 holes, par 70, 36 out and 34 
in with smooth fairways, wide traps and 
undulating greens. The chief profession
als of Hollywood during the seasons of 
1924-1925 were Gene Sarazen and Leo 
Diegel, both famous champions. 

Nearing the completion are two of the 
largest artificial lakes in Florida, dug by 
a dredge equipment valued at $600,000. 
These two bodies of water are part of the 
decorative scheme. Hollywood Beach is 
said to be one of the finest in Florida. A 
broad walk of cement at present two miles 
long and electrically-lighted is a feature 
of seven miles of ocean frontage. The 
beach is being developed and the Casino 
one of the finest in Florida. [Hollywood! 
Boulevard, one of the widest through
fares in Florida, is extended to the canal 
above mentioned, and over which has 
been built a jack-knife Bascule bridge, 
connecting the beach with the city. On 
Hollywood Beach is the Ocean Drive, now 
nearly finished between Miami and Palm 
Beach, and here soon will be built hotels, 

Hollywood, a product of the Florida Land Boom, rose from the 
tomato fields, piney woods, and mangrove marshes of southeastern 
Broward County in the space of a few years in the early and mid-
1920s. Because of the rapidity and magnitude of its construction, and 
because of the promotional genius of its founder, Joseph W. Young, 
the city's early development is remarkably well-documented. The 
articles which make up "Hollywood-By-The-Sea: Development of a 
Dream City" are reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Daily News and 
Weekly Herald's 'New Home Edition," a boomtime promotional and 
advertising supplement. In addition to capturing the spirit of excite
ment and boosterism which characterized the period, these articles 
provide important first-hand reports of a multitude of construction 
projects ranging from houses, hotels, and commercial structures to 
roads, canals, and public utilities. 
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the Circle, is the scene of endless activity. 
The present three arcades in Hollywood 
and Hollywood Beach will be doubled by 
fall, there being two planned for the Bou
levard and one for the Circle. Piles for the 
new home of the Hollywood Bank and 
Trust company have been delivered and 
work will be commenced soon. 

Hollywood Golf and Country Club building, 1925. 

Among the largest projects announced 
within the past few days are two new 
arcades. One, a splendid three-story af
fair, will be built by the Nicholas Corpora
tion, an organization of several members 
of one family. N. Nicholas, of Dover, N.J., 
will supervise the construction. The ar
cade will be located on the circle, just east 
of the Dixie Highway on the south side of 
the street. It will have a frontage of eighty 
feet and will be 128 feet deep. There will 
be twenty rooms. The plans will be com
pleted by Davidson and Rinderman of 
Hollywood, and call for a stucc~ finish. A 
small tower and dome will surmount the 
building, and the sidewalk in front of the 
entrance will be covered with decorative 
porte cochere. There will be four store 
rooms fronting on the Circle. 

apartment houses, business buildings, 
and the natural harbor is the scheme of 
things under development. There is a live 
Chamber of Commerce, schools, churches 
and clubs. The climate is that of southern 
Florida, with summer temperature in win
ter and with cooler conditions in summer 
than mid-western states. 

GREAT BUILDING PROGRAM 
GOES RAPIDLY 

EVERY SECTION FROM 
OCEAN TO HILLS 
IS BOOMING NOW 

Hollywood·s gigantic building program 
has reached another new high mark in 
every section ofHollywood, from the ocean 
in the east to the hills in the west, from 
boundary lines north and south, construc
tion work is booming with a rapidity that 
this development has never experienced. 

Many announcements have been made 
during the past week of new apartments, 
homes and store buildings. Actual con-

. struction work is now underway on many 
projects that entail thousands of dollars 
and records set for the weeks previou~ 
have been smashed and replaced by other 
higher marks. 

The summer building program is sur
passing the most optimistic hopes . By fall 
the town will have an entirely different 
skyline than now. 

At the beach three shifts continue work 
on the500-room hotel, the growth of which 
shows remarkable progress. 

Hollywood Boulevard has been com
pleted to the ocean and is lined with 
beautiful, tall palms from the circle to the 
beach. Palms have already been planted 

along the ocean and are providing wel
come shade for bathers. 

Workmen are busily engaged in ex
tending streets and sidewalks in South 
Hollywood. A number of new buildings, 
including an apartment house and sev
eral homes, are being erected. 

The lumber and other materials for the 
300-room hotel in Hollywood Hills is on 
the ground. Rainbow Drive, and a num
ber of streets in that section have been 
partially laid. 

The Boulevard from First Street and 

Mr. Nicholas is also building a business 
block next door to the new Morse Arcade 
on the Boulevard. This will contain one 
store room on the first floor, with anum
ber of offices on the second. Both the 
Nicholas buildings will be started soon. 

A patio in the center of which several 
offices open, will be a feature of the arcade 
which D. and S. Pappas, ofNew York, are 

Interior view of the Morse Arcade, on Hollywood Boulevard between Nine
teenth and Twentieth Avenues, 1925. 
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Photo above shows dredging of Hollywood's North Lake, 1923-24. Below are 
tourists relaxing at the Hollywood Beach Hotel, 1931 (bottom photo cour
tesy of Florida Photographic Collection, Florida State Archives). 

I 

II 
IJ I 

to build on the Boulevard across from the 
Hollywood Theatre. This will also be stucco 
fini sh, three stories high, a nd of Spanish 
design. The building will occupy 100 feet 
on the Boulevard and will be 121 feet in 
depth. There will be twelve stores and 24 
offices on the ground fl oor of the structure 
which is to be begun next week. Rubush 
and Hunter are the architects. 

The new home of t he Hollywood Pub
lishing Company, as well as that of t he 
Hollywood Bank and Trust Company have 
been started. The Beach arcade is fin
ished. 

The Lakes Section will probably be the 
most popula r loc<:~tion for the building of 

1 

fine residences this fall. A number of 
prom inent Hollywood citizens who have 
been living here for several ye<:~rs, will 

II 

build new houses or apartments near the 
Lakes soon. 

Plans have been completed and work 
has begun on the lovely home which Mr. 
and Mrs. C.W. Sammons are to have in 
the Lakes neighborhood. It will cost ap
proximately $30,000. 

O.C. Forbes plans to build a home of 
Spanish design on the north lake during 
the autumn. H. Emerson Evans, Edwin 
Whitson , D.R. ,Jenkins, ,J.M. K<:~gey a nd 
Ray F. Koons are a few of the others 
planning to build in the Lakes Section. 

J.W. Young's home on the boulevard at 
Eleventh Street, which h<:~s <:~lre<:~dy been 
st<:~rted, will be a stucco Spanish type of 
eight or ten rooms. Rubush <:~nd Hunter 
are the <:~rchitects for this res idence which 
is expected to be one ofthe most ar tistic in 

1 Hollywood. The Young home will be fin
ishPd about October 1. 

The frame work of the five room bunga
low which Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Colton are 
building on Monroe Street and Seventh 
Avenue is completed, and the house will 
be finished in several more weeks. The 
Coltons are now living in Miami. 

J .M. Kagey will let the contract for an 
eight apartment building to be located at 
Sixth Avenue and Fifth Street, opposite 
the golf course. The building will be in 
Spanish style with stucco finish and is to 
be completed in October. 

Construction will soon begin on the 
new home which Merrill Nevin is to build 
in the country club section opposite the 
golf course. The house will contain eight 
or nine rooms and will be of Italian de
sign. 

Guy Wachstetter has already reserved 
all the aparlments in his building which 
he is constructing in South Hollywood. 
The ap<:~rtmenls will contain living room, 
bedroom, breakfast room, kitchen and 
bath and there will be two g<:~rage apart
menls in lhe rear. The foundalion for the 
building has already been fini shed. 

R.S. Rankin is building a home in Hol
lywood Heights. A five-room bung<:~low 
has j ust been finished in North Holly
wood for E.T. Creed. The home is offrame
conslruction. 

A number of garage apartments are 
under construction or will be started soon. 
Among them that of Mark J. Tully on 
Jackson Street, between Second and Third 
which is almost completed. A.W. Field 
will begin work on a building of this type 
soon in the southern part of Hollywood, 
while Harold Crab is erecting one in South 
Hollywood. 

The bungalow which L.W. Linton is 
building on Johnson Street is ready for 
the finishing touches. 

There will soon be a new restaurant on 
the Boulevard, near the prospective home 
ofthe Hollywood News. It is being built by 
E.A. Hartofeles. 

A bungalow is being built on Johnson 
Street just west of lhe East Dixie High
way, for Mrs. Mary Anderson of Miami. 

HOLLYWOOD IS INSTALLING 
BIG SEWER SYSTEM 

HEAVY RAINFALL WILL 
DISAPPEAR QUICKLY WHEN 
THE WORK IS COMPLETED 

A complele system of storm sewers is 
being installed at Hollywood, to be com
pleled before lhe end of lhe summer sea
son. 

When heavy rains fall , Hollywood will 
be prepa red to drain a ll streets with a 



system of sewers that will carry off the 
water inside a half hour. 

A thorough inspection tour has been 
made by engineers relative to starting 
work on the system and every street will 
be properly cared for under this plan. 

The surface drainage system will be 
used in the main, and corrugated culverts 
will be placed at the intersections of the 
streets to carry the water in to the canal 
and lakes. Some storm sewers have al
ready been provided on the boulevard and 
a great many more will be placed in the 
Lake Section. 

The work is to be pushed rapidly for
ward on this project, and a largE: crew of 
workmen will be completed by fall. 

ALL STREETS IN HOLLYWOOD 
ARE BEING REPAIRED 

EXTENSIVE ROAD CAMPAIGN 
WILL PROVIDE MAGNIFICENT 

HIGHWAYS IN CITY BY FALL 

All streets in Hollywood are being re
paired and gone over in an extensive road 
campaign underway in this development. 
The Dixie Highway which runs directly 
through Hollywood proper is being put in 
first class condition. Holes and rough 
places that have been evident for some
time are being refilled and oiled. 

All streets and avenues are to be graded 
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Hollywood Boulevard drawbridge over the Intracoastal Waterway 
under construction, 1925. 

and oiled under the plan, and as soon as 
main roads have been repaired this work 
will start. The entire city is expected to be 
completely covered with good roads by 
fall. Approximately one hundred men will 
be employed in the work. 

The work is to be under the supervision 
of Frank C. Dickey, Chief Engineer of the 
Hollywood Companies, who has already 
made plans for the start of the campaign. 

Mr. Dickey is out of the city at present but 
will return in time to take charge of the 
work. 

Every street in Hollywood is included 
in this campaign, all to be graded, resur
faced and oiled. Only the principal streets 
of Hollywood are now oiled, but when the 
present job has been completed Holly
wood will have as good streets as cities of 
much larger size. 

Hollywood founder Joseph W. Young (on upper deck, 
far left, in photo on left) with friends on his yacht 
Jessie Fay, 1925. In photo above is Frank C. Dickey, 
Young's chief engineer and later city manager. 
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The work will be ::;peeded along :1t a fa;:;t 
clip in order to have the streets compldPd 
by next fall. Expert road builder;:; and 
oilers have been assigned to the task anrl 
late;:;t road building machinery will be 
used. 

RAPID PROGRESS IS ACHIEVED 
IN HILLS SECTION 

SITE OF NEW HOTEL CLEARED
ROADS BEING OPENED UP 

Additional workmen have been added 
to the crews now making Hollywood Hills 
one of the most beautiful and picturesque 
residential sections of all Hollywood. En
gineering forces are fast making the way 
for the contractors and within the next 
few days actual construction work of a 
gigantic building program will be started. 

Roads and building sites are now being 
made. The fu t ure site of the Hollywood 
Hills hotel hat; hecn cleared and stands 
r('ady for construction, work upon which 
will start this week. The right-of-way for 
the Boulevard has been cleared across t.he 
site of the future golf course . The Boule
vard has been extended from the hotel 
site to Seventh Avenue. Johnson Street, a 
direct road from the Hill s to the beach, 
has been constructed as far as Rainbow 
Drive, and that drive is rapidly nearing 
completion. It will be, when fini shed, one 
of the most beautiful driveways in Holly
wood. 

Sidewalks are being laid throughout 
the section. Preparation::; arc now being 
made for a power line and water ma in to 
be put in. all of which will be pushed 
rapidly. 

A double shift of workmen is digging 
the canal which will conned the present 
Davie Canal with the two lakes on t he 
nPw golf course. 

A hotel, hospital, two schools, one 
manual training school, golf course, polo 
grounds. tennis courts and other recre
ational facilities are inc! uded in the build
ing program for this exclusive residential 
section. 

Hollywood Hills has been popular with 
purchasers since it was put on the mar
ket. 

Two scenes from Hollywood Hills, 1925. Above is the Hollywood Hills 
Orchestra (left to right): Herbert Bells, Harold Wright, Hubert Williams, 
David Martin, Vincent Travascio, Thomas Strowhower. Below is the Holly
wood Hills Elementary School, completed in 1925 and demolished in 1974. 



This photo was labeled ''First Hollywood City Council," which does not appear to be correct. It has 
also been' suggested that it shows a Hallandale city election. The newspaper on the table is the 

Hollywood News. Can any readers iqentify the location, occasion, or the identity of any of the men? 



The Intracoastal Waterway in Fort Lauderdale, c. 1948, showing the Las Olas causeway and islands. 
Note the old turnstile bridge, which was replaced in 1958, and moved to Hendry County. 
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