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!f{amboyant 
!f{oranada: 

BROWARD'S UNIQUE 
BOOM-ERA DEVELOPMENT 

The great land boom that swept across 
Florida in the mid-1920s reached its 
zenith on the state's "Gold Coast," a 
seventy-mile stretch of subtropical coast
line lying between Palm Beach and 
Miami. In the region's population centers, 
this speculative period carried real estate 
development and tourism to new and 
dizzying heights. Even tiny, rural Oakland 
Park, nestled along the Dixie Highway 
and the Florida East Coast Railway 
between Fort Lauderdale and Pompano, 
felt reverberations from the boom. Even 
in the boom's nascent stages, the Barkdull 
Investment Company of Miami sold lots 
in its residential subdivision, the South
east Packing Company enlarged its busy 
slaughterhouse and packing plant,-and 
Screen Talent Studios announced plans 
to develop a movie studio and "Greenwich 
type" village for "motion picture people" 
in the vicinity. These activities, however, 
were only a prelude to Oakland Park's 
greatest boomtime phenomenon, the 
fabulous City of Floranada.1 

The boom was the result of several 
factors. In the 1920s, the nation experi
enced widespread prosperity, witnessed 
significant transportation and technolog
ical developments, embraced consumer
ism, pursued leisure activities with great 
zest, and indulged in an orgy of financial 
speculation. Amid an atmosphere of 

by PAUL S. GEORGE 

optimism over the nation's future, many 
Americans became convinced that a 
modicum of money invested in the right 
commodity would bring wealth to its 
investor. 

For a variety of reasons, Florida real 
estate was among the most alluring in
vestments, especially land in the sun
drenched southeastern sector of the state. 
The automobile, a common mode of trans
portation by the 1920s, brought Florida 
closer to the populous northeastern and 
midwestern United States. To facilitate 
the passage of cars through the state, 
Florida accelerated a road building pro
gram instituted in the previous decade.2 

The state also abolished inheritance and 
income taxes in this era. Communities in 
south Florida and elsewhere engaged in 
lavish-and effective-promotional cam
paigns. Accounts of persons who had 
become wealthy overnight in Florida real 
estate ventures circulated throughout the 
country. Their stories of ''instant wealth" 
made it appear that "profit waited for the 
taking, and Florida in a very real sense 
was a modern, latter day gold rush."3 

As reports spread of phenomenal prof
its in Florida real estate, large numbers of 
speculators poured into south Florida. By 
the mid-1920s, the price of land had 
spiraled to unheard-of heights. M.A. Hartt, 
a prominent Fort Lauderdale realtor, re-

called that two lots that sold for $6,000 at 
the beginning of 1925 commanded a price 
of $150,000 by the summer of the same 
year. An estimated 6,000 licensed real 
estate operators stalked the streets of 
Fort Lauderdale and the surrounding area 
in 1925, while other, untold thousands 
worked without the benefit of licenses. 
Hundreds of new subdivisions, ranging 
from tiny developments encompassing just 
a few blocks to large, incorporated com
munities like Coral Gables and Holly
wood, rose quickly in the piney woods and 
subtropical wilderness.< 

Although the boom had ended by 1926, 
for reasons that will be explained later in 
this article, it left behind a rich legacy. 
During that era, many of the new com
munities exhibited the striking Spanish 
Eclectic or Mediterranean Revival archi
tectural motif. Elements of this style 
included arched entry ways, quaint court
yards, loggias, balconies, and barrel tile 
roofs. The area's permanent population 
increased significantly. Growing cities like 
Miami quickly became metropolitan cen
ters, while smaller communities were also 
transformed in a variety of ways. No
where was this last point more evident 
than in the experience of Oakland Park, 
which metamorphosed from a small 
farming community into a component of 
Floranada, one of the boom's most flam-



Promotional map of Florida pub
lished by the American-British Im
provement Corporation and high
lighting the location of Floranada 
(courtesy of Oakland Park Historical 
Society). 

boyant and whimsical developments. 
The directions that Oakland Park 

followed during the boom were determined 
not only by Floranada, but also by Fort 
Lauderdale and Pompano. Containing a 
populationofjust2,065 in 1920, Fort Lau
derdale exploded into a community of 
nearly 16,000 residents in 1925. Formerly 
a quarter of modest scale, downtown Fort 
Lauderdale was transformed by numer
ous new building projects, and even 
welcomed its first "skyscraper," the nine
story Sweet Building on Andrews Avenue 
near the north bank of the New River. 
New subdivisions spread across the ver
dant landscape that framed both sides of 
the New River. By August 1925, Lauder
dale Harbors, a posh subdivision in the 
city's eastern sector, was selling more 
than one million dollars in property 
weekly. In October 1925, the City of Fort 
Lauderdale recorded land sales of $13.4 
million. For the year 1925, Fort Lauder-

dale's real estate sales exceeded $168 mil
lion.5 

Amid this heady atmosphere, Fort 
Lauderdale announced, in October 1925, 
its intention to extend the city's munici
pal limits as far north as the southern 
boundary of Pompano, thereby annexing 
the area encompassing Oakland Park. 
Such action required, as its first step, an 
act of the Florida Legislature. Oakland 
Park residents were divided over this 
prospect. Some expressed their concern 
over the inability of the annexation fac
tion to assure them of the date when 
utilities service, as well as police and 
fire protection, would be available if 
Oakland Park was to become part of Fort 
Lauderdale.6 

The expansive community of Pom
pano also evinced its desire to annex the 
rich farming area south of it. Pom
pano officials pr .lmised residents of 
Oakland Park that they could expect utili
ties service within thirty days, if they 
agreed to annexation.7 

Oakland Park's citizens, however, de
cided against these offers. In a series of 
meetings in October 1925, Charles E. 
Rouse, chairman of a citizens' committee 
examining the issue, along with other 
residents, carefully considered the offers 
of annexation. They decided that Oakland 
Park, which already possessed its own 
electric lights and other utilities, could 
organize quickly and efficiently as a town 
and acquire additional utilities and street 
improvements. Incorporation proponents 
envisioned a municipality stretching for 
four miles in a north-south direction, and 
extending from the Atlantic Ocean west 
for two miles to a point just beyond the 
Dixie Highway. Its estimated population 
ranged from 1,800 to 2,500.8 

Even after this meeting, the City of 
Fort Lauderdale maintained its desire to 
annex Oakland Park. Annexation pro-po
nents in Fort Lauderdale argued that 
Oakland Park's electrical system would 
remain in excellent condition. Should the 
City of Fort Lauderdale annex Oakland 
Park, annexationists argued, "We would 
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recommend that the (packing plant) prop
erty be purchased as part of the utility 
service of the city."9 

Worried by Fort Lauderdale's persis
tence over this · issue, the champions of 
incorporation for Oakland Park announced 
that they would hold an incorporation 
meeting on November 30, 1925, at the 
Colohatchee Women's Club. Charles Rouse 
argued that "at present Oakland Park 
has a plant which is furnishing both 
electricity and water. The city (Fort Laud
erdale) said it would take it over for us, 
but as far as that goes, once the incorpora
tion takes place, we may take the plant 
over ourselves. We can see absolutely no 
advantages to becoming a part of the 
city of Fort Lauderdale on that basis. "10 

The movement to annex Oakland 
Park came ultimately, however, not from 
Fort Lauderdale, or even Pompano, but 
from another municipality. At a special 
session ofthe Florida Legislature, held in 
November 1925, State Representative Carl 
P. Weidlingintroduced a bill providing for 
the incorporation of the development of 
Floranada. The proposed limits of the 
new municipality included the area en
compassing Oakland Park. The bill be
came law on November 16, 1925, forcing 
surprised residents of Oakland Park to 
again confront the specter of annexation. 
A few days later, Oakland Park residents, 
in a mass meeting, agreed to meet with 
officials of Floranada and discuss the 
situation. 11 

At this meeting, held on December 3, 
1925, the Oakland Park faction, with no 
options, agreed to merge with Floranada. 
The new community ofFloranada would 
cover a vast area. It spread over twelve 
square miles, stretching from the Atlan
tic Ocean to State Road Seven in the west, 
and from the northern limits of Fort 
Lauderdale in the south to the southern 
border of Pompano in the north. The 
legislative act creating Floranada also 
provided the community with its first 
ordinances, which were typically con
cerned with disorderly conduct, prostitu
tion, the transportation or possession of 

One of Broward County's most colorful real estate 
developments, Floranada, in many ways typified the energy, 
extravagance, and impermanence of the Florida land boom. 
Even more striking was its contrast to small, rural Oakland 
Park, which it absorbed, and which, in turn, succeeded it as 
a corporate entity. 

The article is exerpted from Dr. George 's manuscript, 
"Twentieth Century Journey: A History of Oakland Park, " 
which he prepared for the Historic Broward County Preser
vation Board as Phase XI of the Broward County Compre
hensive Survey. 

In this article, the second of two parts on the early 
history of Oakland Park, Dr. Paul George describes the 
lavish promotion, the remarkable characters, and the 
dreams of greatness which marked Floranada 's short life. 

In addition to his work for the Preservation Board, 
Dr. George serves on the faculties of several south Florida 
colleges and universities, gives walking tours in Dade and 
Broward counties, and has written several books and nu
merous articles on Florida history. 
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intoxicating drinks, and proVIsions for 
the disposal of"human excrement within 
city limits." A segment of this last ordi
nance declared" open privies a nuisance." 
Another ordinance addressed itself to 
"providing for and preserving peace, pre
venting conflict and ill feeling between 
white and colored races and promoting 
general welfare of the city by providing 
for the use of separate blocks by white and 
colored people for residences and for other 
purposes." The community contained a 
small black farming element, and segre
gation or the color line was the order ofthe 
day throughout the South. 12 

A hybrid term referring presumably 
to Florida and Canada, Floranada was 
the creation, in the words of one observer, 
of a "group ofblue blooded socialites from 
the cream ofNew York and Philadelphia 
society along with members of nobility 

BELOW ,'\nC LISTED A FC\V OF 

Floranada Clubs 

Stockholders 

MRS. EDWARD T. STOTESBURY 

SAMUEL M. VAUCLAIN 
t'r.("t;IOI.NT, nu: O A L C W I N LOCO M OT I V C. WORI\.3 

JOHN 5 _ PJLL5GURY 
\/ICC Pr!I::O ID H<T . P lt. L.~E!URY F"L O U n MILLS CO. 

WILL IAM H. WILLIAMS 
CHA I RMAN, NORlH Ct:N T RAL TCXA:J OIL CO . 

MRS. HORACE E DODGE 
FOI'atUIL.Y A N OWNE R O F OODC C OnO~., 
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THE EARL AND COUNTESS 
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MRS. ALEXANDER W . B I DDLE 
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CLYDE M ILNE 

LORD THIRLESTANE AND BOLTOUN 
LONDON. [NGLANO 

and even royalty." Many of these social
ites spent their winters in Palm Beach. 
In 1925, they organized the American
British Improvement Corporation to de
velop the Floranada Club, an exclusive 
development on a vast expanse of land 
bordering the Atlantic Ocean between 
Fort Lauderdale and Pompano. Directors 
of the American-British Improvement 
Corporation included the Earl and Count
ess ofLauderdale, who resided in London, 
Scotland and Palm Beach; Mrs. Horace 
E. Dodge, formerly an owner of Dodge 
Brothers, Inc., Detroit; Mrs. Edward T. 
Stotesbury, a Philadelphia socialite whose 
wealth emanated from her stake in the 
Drexel Investment Company and other 
interests; Lord Thirlestane of London; 
George II, the deposed King of Greece; 
Samuel M. Vauclain, president of the 
Baldwin Locomotive Works; Mrs. Alexan-

~ ~·~llro•--c .. v o .. .,..., 

j :'Fo" Uudn'tifll~. Slo,da 

z 

0 

List of stockholders and location map from a Floranada Club sales brochure 
(courtesy of Oakland Park Historical Society). 

Gwendolyn Maitland, Countess of 
Lauderdale (courtesy of Fort Lau
derdale Historical Society). 

der W. Biddle, a member of one of Phila
delphia's most prominent families; John 
S. Pillsbury, vice president of the 
Pillsbury Flour Mills Company; William 
H. Williams, chairman of the North 
Central Texas Oil Company; the Vis
count Molesworth of London; and J.H.R. 
Cromwell, chairman of the Cromwell
Dodge Company. The corporation main
tained offices in downtown Fort Lauder
dale and on Park Avenue in New York 
City. 13 

For the Countess Gwendolyn of Laud
erdale, the Floranada Club was the 
culmination of a decades-old dream. She 
had discovered the area where the devel
opment would lie while on a yachting 
outing in the early 1900s. Upon hearing 
that the settlement of Fort Lauderdale 
bore her family name, she thought that 
her informants "must be joking. Perhaps 
my original enthusiasm was heightened 
when I discovered that it was a great, 
great uncle of my husband who, building 
a little fort to fight off the Indians had 
named it for his grandfather, the Seventh 
Earl of Lauderdale."14 The Countess's 
claim is unsupported by historical fact. 
Nevertheless, she held that "that bit of 
Florida has remained the most wonderful 
place I know."15 From such impressions, 
the American-British Improvement Cor
poration and the Floranada Club were 
born. For the Countess and the other 
directors ofthe company, the Floranada 



L.fin' jus/ north of Fort [aum-ttlolt rc-it.Z, it; u·ondtr·_ 
/ul natur<>l harbor, Flora7UJda Club i.s :.ituattd lro/J 
u-a:t bttu:un Miami ar.d Palm Beaclr. 
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I ; Otu of tlJe t111o toll ciubJ to b1 erecud at Floro111Jdo C/,.h. C.us Gilbm, Grrhi:ea. 

This Spanish-style golf club building, designed by noted 
New York architect Cass Gilbert, was one of several 

projected Floranada structures which were never built 
(courtesy of Oakland Park Historical Society). 

Club represented a new resort commu
nity which would also be extremely 
profitable-since everyone seemed to be 
realizing fortunes in Florida's overheated 
real estate market. 

If Fort Lauderdale of an earlier era 
was the muse for the Floranada Club, the 
financial largesse of Mmes. Dodge and 
Stotesbury, and the aggressive personal
ity of James H.R. Cromwell were the ele
ments that made it a reality. Cromwell 
was the step-son of E.T. Stotesbury of 
Drexel Investment Company and the son
in-law of Mrs. Horace Dodge. In 1923, 
Mrs. Dodge had sold the Dodge Motor 
Company for $146,000,000 in cash. 
Cromwell became the president of the 
Floranada Club and the facilitator for its 
development. 16 

The core of the development was 3,600 
acres of prime oceanfront land that the 
American-British Improvement Company 
acquired in 1925 from Chicago attorney 
and Broward land baron Arthur T. Galt. 
Galt's father had practiced law with Hugh 
Taylor Birch, one of Fort Lauderdale's 

pioneer citizens and a recluse among his 
hundreds of acres of tropical splendor on 
the beach just east of Fort Lauderdale. 
Galt had purchased the land, located 
northeast of Oakland Park and adjoining 
Birch's property, in the early 1900s. The 
tract included three-quarters of a mile of 
oceanfront land and three and one-half 
miles on the west side of the Intracoastal 
Waterway reaching from today's Com
mercial Boulevard to the north fork of the 
Middle River. The property stretched west 
to the railroad tracks and included a tiny 
portion of land, in the vicinity of today's 
Oakland Park Boulevard, which extended 
a few blocks west of the tracks. This 
exclusive area comprised the Floranada 
Club, described as a "city within a city." 
Galt sold the property to the American
British Improvement Company for eight 
million dollars, with a downpayment of 
one million dollars. 17 

The Countess of Lauderdale and other 
principals in the organization planned 
"the Biarritz of America" with a sub
tropical flair on this large scenic tract. 

Floranada's huge, ornate hotel also never progressed beyond the planning 
stage (courtesy Oakland Park Historical Society). 

The Floranada Club would consist of ex
clusive residences built on lots ranging in 
price from $4,500 to $7,500, which repre
sented steep prices even by the inflated 
standards of the boom. The Floranada 
Club sought "those people who appreciate 
the value of owning a home safeguarded 
by proper restrictions." Owners of prop
erty in this section would command ac
cess to the Floranada Clubhouse and 
Resort, an eighteen-hole golf course, 
yacht club, and Roman baths.18 

Drawing on the considerable ·wealth 
of its principal investors, the Floranada 
Club had, by late 1925, begun platting 
lots and preparing the construction of 

several signal structures, including a large, 
elaborate administration building that 
would also serve as city halL The 
Spanish-styled structure contained 

mahogany doors and imported marble 
floors under a cathedral-domed, two-story 
main roof. 19 

Developers also planned twenty miles 
of roadways, including the sixty-foot 
wide Floranada Road, which would fea
ture a canal meandering through its 
center. The scenic road would sweep 
through the middle of the Floranada Club. 
Developers also planned a spectacular 
widening of the Dixie Highway to 144 feet 
in the vicinity of the Floranada Club
house and Resort. Additional broad streets 
and superior electric and water supply 
systems were also planned.20 

Prime homesites would arise on both 
sides of the Florida East Coast CanaL 
These sites were covered by a thick, sub
tropical forest. To maintain the rustic 
ambiance of the proposed homesites, de
velopers assured investors that "Every 
possible means is being devised to spare 
the trees."21 

In December 1925, the American-
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British Improvement Corporation com
menced a survey of the area comprising 
the Floranada Club. The developers de
nied rumors that only large tracts ofland 
would be sold. Instead, lots of all sizes 
would be placed on the market. That same 
month, two ships chartered by the devel
oper arrived on the New River with 
construction materials, as well as a large 
number of portable homes for company 
executives. The homes were destined 
to reside on the beach until they were 
replaced by a permanent building.22 

Floranada was clearly a bifurcated 
community, a hybrid of two distinct ele
ments. The older farming community of 
Oakland Park, which had been absorbed 
by the new city, contained a few hundred 
small farmers and their families living in 
modest quarters. By contrast, the Flora
nada Club, the city's other principal 
component, was designed as an upscale 
community for wealthy, high society resi
dents, under the direction of society types. 
The contrast here could hardly have been 
greater. This division was reflected in the 
names ofinstitutions, some of which were 
prefaced by "Oakland Park," others by 
"Floranada." The division further mani
fested itself in the composition of the new 
city's government, whose ranks were filled 
almost exclusively by principals of the 
American-British Improvement Corpora
tion, which reportedly matched them with 
their offices before incorporation.23 

Nevertheless, the City ofFloranada's 
institutional development received a sig
nificant boost from the fact that many of 
its institutions had begun at an earlier 
time with the community of Oakland Park. 
By the beginning of 1926, Oakland Park 
Elementary School was operating from 
new quarters in a beautiful Spanish-styled 
building. The school had opened the pre
vious September in a group of cottages on 
the property which subsequently hosted 
the new complex. The new school building 
contained six classrooms for grades one 
through six. Two hundred children en
rolled in the new school in 1926. Parents 
of students created a Parents-Teachers 
Association, which grew quickly, contain
ing eighty-five members by February 
1926. Two months later, Oakland Park 
residents organized a Methodist Episco
pal congregation. The edifice for the 
Oakland Park Methodist Episcopal 
Church consisted of a wood frame con
structed at an estimated cost of$2,000. A 
large number of volunteers, working long 
hours, built the church in just four days.24 

While new institutions continued to 
appear, Floranada moved quickly to in
crease its size through the annexation of 
Lauderdale-by-the-Sea, another boom-era 

Oakland Park Elementary School, constructed in 1926 and currently listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places (courtesy of Oakland Park Historical 
Society). 

community lying just north of it, and tiny 
Pelham, a settlement that spread over a 
three block area between the Dixie 
Highway and the railroad tracks. By 
April 1926, Floranada possessed a new, 
improved water supply system through 
an arrangement with the developers of 
the Floranada Club. Improved lighting 
was another advance accompanying the 
creation of Floranada. By May 1926, 
twenty miles of roadways were under 
construction. Most spectacular of the road 
building projects was the aforementioned 
widening of the Dixie Highway through 
the Floranada Clubhouse and Resort. By 
this time, the county had also con
structed a bridge across the Florida East 
Coast Canal at today's Oakland Park 
Boulevard.25 

Accompanying these accomplish
ments, however, were serious financial 
problems because the boom, at the time of 
Floranada's incorporation, was already 
beginning to dissipate, bringing a sharp 
decline in property values throughout 
south Florida and elsewhere in the state. 
In the meantime, lavish spending by the 
American-British Improvement Corpora
tion caused its debt to spiral. Generous 
support from major investors enabled the 
corporation's president and chief execu
tive officer, James Cromwell, to continue 
spending and building in the spring of 
1926, when the boom was ebbing. Accord
ing to one journalistic account, Cromwell, 
who also served as the first mayor of 
Floranada, received the nickname "Carry-

on" from south Florida developers be
cause he "has proved his serene faith in 
Florida, and the particular development 
in which he is interested by adding to the 
working forces which are rushing opera
tions at Floranada to completion."26 

Cromwell even oversaw completion 
of the new administration building of the 
Floranada Club in March 1926. This mile
stone allowed Floranada government of
ficials to move their offices from the Brow
ard Hotel in downtown Fort Lauderdale 
to Floranada. At the same time, work on 
the eighteen hole golf course was nearing 
completion, and Floranada was awaiting 
the imminent opening of a post office. 
With the large, main cable already on the 
ground, telephone service was expected to 
commence shortly, too. However, few other 
projects, including several elaborate build
ings, ever made it off ofthe drawing board.Z7 

By the middle of 1926, the great Flor
ida land boom was over, the victim of 
several setbacks beginning in the previ
ous year. In June 1925, Federal Bureau of 
Internal Revenue agents had begun 

examining the profits of south Florida 
real estate speculators. Later, the bureau 
ruled that the entire amount of the 
purchase price for real estate had to be 
reported as income. This ruling posed 
serious problems for speculators who could 
realize on paper huge profits from sales, 
but who were lucky to receive twenty or 
twenty-five percent of the sale price in 
cash. Accordingly, "many a paper million
aire began to squirm and cut back on free 



wheeling ventures," causing a slowdown 
in real estate activity.28 

Unable to handle the accumulating 
mass of building supplies earmarked for 
southeast Florida, the Florida East Coast 
Railway, on August 17, 1925, declared an 
embargo on the shipment of all freight 
arriving in carload lots. Later, the em
bargo was expanded to include smaller 
quantities of freight, and all commodities 
except foodstuffs. The embargo was not 
lifted until the spring of 1926.29 

The embargo spelled trouble for build
ing contractors and developers, who shared 
the sentiments of one Fort Lauderdale 
contractor who announced in late August 
that if the "embargo does not let up in a 
week, we shall be forced to stop our work."30 
To maintain an adequate supply of build
ing materials, many developers, such as 
the American-British Improvement Cor
poration, turned increasingly toward 
water transportation. However, this ave
nue of supply, which utilized both New 
River Sound (a portion oftoday's Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway lying immediately 
south of the Las Olas Boulevard bridge) 
and the New River, was unable to provide 
enough materials to meet the demand. 
The shortage of building supplies crippled 
the boom because without the continued 
construction of new buildings, a collapse 

James H.R. Cromwell of Palm Beach, 
Floranada Club president and mayor 
of Floranada (courtesy of Historical 
Society of Palm Beach County). 

of boomtime speculative prices was as
sured.31 

The dearth of housing, especially in 
low cost units, discouraged laborers, a 
precious commodity in the boom, from 
moving to Fort Lauderdale, thereby con
tributing to a labor shortage that became 
another factor in the construction slow
down. The housing shortage also led to 
rent profiteering, and a wave of bad pub
licity that dampened the desire of many 
investors to visit Floranada and other 
deveiopments, and caused others to leave. 
Complaints over high prices extended to 
many commodities and services.32 

State and institutional assaults also 
weakened the boom. The State of Ohio 
passed "blue sky" laws in 1925 that 
forbade certain firms from selling Florida 
real estate there. 

Stung by the loss oflarge amounts of 
money from their deposits by Florida
bound speculators, banks in the Buck
eye State warned against Florida's risky 
real estate market. Because of numerous 
allegations of fraudulent land promo
tions in south Florida, the National Better 
Business Bureau, with help from its Flor
ida chapters, commenced a comprehen
sive investigation. Some of the charges 
proved valid. The attendant publicity 
caused many prospective investors to hesi
tate. Others paused because of stock 
market declines in early 1926. By the 
spring of that year buyers were no longer 
plentiful. Many of the real estate offices 
along Andrews Avenue in Fort Lauder
dale, Flagler Street in Miami, and else
where had closed or were nearly empty. 
Paper profits on real estate transactions 
were lost when people began to default on 
their payments. The spring and summer 
of1926 witnessed a mass exodus of specu
lators. The boom was overY 

The end for the American-British Im
provement Corporation came in May 1926, 
when it filed for bankruptcy in a federal 
court in Jacksonville, listing its assets at 
$2.5 million, and its liabilities at nearly 

$8.6 million. The American-British Im
provement Corporation had incurred 
massive debt from its elaborate develop
ment activities, while selling few lots to 
relieve its financial burden. After exam
ining its ledger and assessing Floranada's 
future prospects in the spring of 1926, the 
company's investors decided to suspend 
operations before incurring additional 
losses. For James Cromwell, the com
pany's guiding spirit, the decision. was 
especially painful. Cromwell believed 
strongly in the eventual success ofFlora
nada, and he had maintained a frenzied 
spending and construction program up to 
the time that the company declared itself 
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insolvent.34 

In light of the bankruptcy news, J. 
Dewey Hawkins, Oakland Park farmer 
and the lone Floranada city commissioner 
who was not a member of the developers' 
group, declared that the company's de
mise would not hinder the operations of 
the city government. However, the city 
government would have to be reor
ganized, since several members of the 
city commission were also officials of the 
bankrupt company and were expected 
to resign their offices. The American
British Improvement Corporation had 
failed to pay Arthur Galt beyond the ini
tial down-payment of one million dollars; 
accordingly, the improved property was 
returned to Galt. However, the company, 
in an unprecedented gesture toward its 
investors, instructed its attorneys to comb 
the area in an effort to locate every inves
tor; each of those located was reimbursed 
for the total amount of his investment.~ 

As Commissioner Dewey Hawkins 
had predicted, Floranada's government 
was reorganized in the summer of 1926, 
following the resignations of its mayor, 
two commissioners, and treasurer. The 
new government included Hawkins, who 
now became mayor. A native of northern 
Florida, Hawkins had come to Oakland 
Park at age twenty-two in 1922 to farm. 
Possessor of unusual qualities of leader
ship, he served first as mayor of Flo
ranada and then as the top elected official 
of Oakland Park for more than a quarter 
of a century.36 

Hawkins and other members of the 
new city government declared bravely
but naively-that Floranada would con
tinue with its development plans despite 
the insolvency of the American-British 
Improvement Corporation. Efforts were 
soon underway to organize a refinancing 
scheme for Floranada. In the meantime, 
several more city officials resigned. The 
political upheaval even affected the tiny 
police force, where three men held the 
office of chief of police during 1926.37 

Despite the community's financial 
problems, life seemingly changed little 
for the majority of residents, who contin
ued to farm. New institutions appeared, 
including a Floranada Chamber of Com
merce; theMiamiHerald instituted home 
deliveries; the chief of police waged war 
on speeders along the Dixie Highway with 
assistance from the city commission, which 
ordered two large signs posted at the 
northern and southern limits of the city to 
warn travelers to stay within the speed 
limit of twenty-five miles per hour.38 

New residents continued to arrive. 
Eileen Hall came to Floranada from Michi
gan in July 1926. "Mosquitoes had in-



Dewey Hawkins, Floranada city 
commissioner and first mayor of the 
City of Oakland Park. 

vaded our house during the weeks that it 
was vacant," she recalled. "The beds were 
draped with mosquito netting, but the 
little pests had found their way under 
that cover .. . our parents fought mosqui
toes all night." Mrs. Hall also remem
bered that "Kerosene lamps and stoves 
were accepted in a pioneering spirit by all 
of us who had been used to electricity and 
natural gas and roaring coal furnaces in 
the north." Eileen Hall's family was 
"captivated by the sunny skies, the whis
pering palms, the brilliant blossoms, the 
Atlantic-washed beaches ... We had the 
breeze from the Gulf Stream," she re
membered, "pines and palms ... a tropical 
moon at night. "39 

In the aftermath of a mighty hurri
cane that brought devastation to Oakland 
Park and much of south Florida, includ
ing the destruction of Mrs. Hall's family's 
home, financial conditions worsened, and 
Florida fell into an economic depression 
three years before the rest of the nation. 
Floranada retrenched in light of worsen
ing economic conditions. In April 1927, 
the municipality voted to replace its city 
charter, which was considered irrelevant 
since it was a creature of the boom era 
with its lofty expectations.40 

Despite the continuing economic 
downturn, some improvements occurred. 
The Oakland Park Elementary School re
ceived a splendid 500-seat auditorium in 
1927. In the meantime, the city prepared 
to construct a new city hall, commission
ing Francis Abreu, a prominent Fort Lau
derdale architect, to design the structure. 
However, deteriorating economic condi-

tions prevented the construction of the 
building.41 

In the spring of 1929, the citizenry 
initiated the process that would lead to 
the dissolution ofFloranada by demand
ing, first, sweeping changes in the city 
charter, and, ultimately, its abolition. They 
argued that such actions were necessary 
because Floranada was now a small agri
cultural hamlet, and it was disadvan
tageous to its taxpayers to continue to 
support an infrastructure totally out of 
alignment with the settlement's actual 
size and focus. Residents complained that 
they were paying taxes for which they 
received no benefit aside from street light-

ing along the Dixie Highway.<2 The state 
legislature responded to these-entreaties 
by enacting a law for "the abolition of the 
municipal governmentofthe city ofFlora
nada." This legislation also provided for 
the creation of the municipality of Oakland 
Park with sharply reduced boundaries, if 
the electorate agreed to it. The core of the 
new municipality would stand near the 
F. E. C. railroad tracks and today's North
east Thirty-fifth Street, which repre
sented the center of the early farming 
community of Oakland Park.43 

In May 1929, Mayor Dewey Hawkins 
called a citizens meeting to be held at 
Oakland Park Elementary School to dis-

This 1947 aerial photo shows the intersection ofFloranada Road and Federal 
Highway at upper right, with Floranada's abandoned streets radiating out
ward. At bottom right is the Floranada golf course, later the site of Coral Ridge 
Country Club, and at bottom left is Oakland Park. 



cuss the recent developments affecting 
the municipality. Participants scheduled 
a vote for June 18 at the school to decide 
if they wished to abolish the City ofFlora
nada. If a majority favored this course, 
another election would be held on the 
following day to determine if Oakland 
Park should be incorporated as a munici
pality to replace Floranada. However, if 
the electorate decided to retain Floranada, 
the incumbent city officials would remain 
in office until the next regularly sched
uled elections, and the city would cancel 
the vote on the following day.•• 

On June 18, 1929, the electorate, 
voting at the elementary school, abol
ished Floranada. The following day, they 
adopted a new charter creating the City of 
Oakland Park, and elected new govern
ment officials. The new municipality also 
assumed Floranada's debts. While Flora-
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Announcement of Awards Presented by the Florida Historical Society 

The Florida Historical Society annually awards three lit
erary prizes for original work done in Florida history. The 
awards for 1992 were announced at the annual meeting held in 
St. Augustine on May 7-9, 1992. 

The Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize in Florida 
History was awarded to Dr. James M. Denham of Florida 
Southern College for his article, "Some Prefer the Seminoles: 
Violence and Disorder Among Soldiers and Settlers in the 
Second Seminole War, 1835-1842," which appeared in the April 
1992 issue of the Florida Historical Quarterly. 

The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award went 
to Canter Brown, Jr., Gainesville, Florida, for his book Florida's 
Peace River Frontier, published by University Presses of Flor
ida. 

The Charlton W. Tebeau Book Award was presented 
to Dr. Maurice O'Sullivan and Dr. Jack C. Lane (Rollins College, 
Winter Park, Florida) for their book, The Florida Reader: 
Visions of Paradise from 1530 to the Present. Their book was 
published by Pineapple Press, Inc. 

The Florida Historical Society also recognizes outstand
ing essays in Florida history submitted by graduate and under
graduate students. The LeRoy Collins Prize went to James 
Schnur, a graduate student at the University of South Florida, 
for his paper, "Persevering on the Home Front: Blacks in 
Florida During World War II." The winner of the Caroline 
Mays Brevard Prize was Elinore Kimmel, an undergraduate 
student at University of South Florida, St. Petersburg Campus, 
for her paper, "Hillsborough County School Desegregation: 
Busing and Black High Schools in Tampa, Florida, April
September 1971." 

The Society awarded nine Golden Quill Awards, which 
are given for outstanding media participation relating to Flor
ida history. The recipients are: Hampton Dunn and Jim Hooper, 
WTVT-13; David Beaty, WINK-TV; Karen Lee, WUFT-TV; 
Adrienne Moore, Indian River Community College; Shoshana 
Edelberg, WUSF Radio; James C. Clark, Orlando Sentinel; 
Patrick Manteiga, La Gaceta; Bob Knotts and Michael Young, 
Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel; Leland Hawes, Tampa Tribune. 
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THE 

FoRT LAuDERDALE DAILY NEws 

The story of the Fort Lauderdale mu
nicipal election of 1937, perhaps the most 
acrimonious election in the city's history, 
and the part played by the Fort Lauder
dale Daily News, has its roots deep in the 
city's past. Originally titled The Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel, the newspaper was 
established in 1911, the same year that 
the Town of Fort Lauderdale was incorpo
rated. In the twenty-six years that fol
lowed, the newspaper took an active role 
in city governmental affairs, with both 
the paper and the city hall reflecting the 
personalities of their leaders. The conver
gence, in the mid-1930s, of a number of 
Broward County's strongest and most 
colorful characters, set against the back
ground of the Great Depression, insured 
that political contests would be especially 
lively and memorable events. For the City 
of Fort Lauderdale, the 1937 election 
turned a spotlight on the contemporary 
power structure and proved to be a turn
ing point in both municipal leadership 
and electoral policy which would long 
survive the immediate issues of the day. t 

George G. Mathews, the founder of the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, was born in 
Alabama in 1855. His parents, impover-

by DONALD G. LESTER 

ished by the Civil War and embittered by 
the Confederate defeat, decided against 
living in a country "run by a bunch of 
Yankees," and moved the family to Brazil 
shortly after the conclusion of the war. 
Mathews continued to live in Brazil for 
many. years before moving to Marion 
County, Florida, in 1882. He represented 
that county in the 1893 session of the 
Florida Legislature, and, later that same 
year, was appointed United States consul 
at Para (Belem), Brazil. He retained that 
position for five years, and then returned 
to Marion County. Mathews returned to 
the Florida Legislature in 1907, where he 
emerged as a strong supporter of Gover
nor Napoleon B. Broward's Everglades 
drainage program. It was in this capacity 
that Mathews made his first trip to Fort 
Lauderdale in 1907 as part of a legislative 
delegation investigating factors connected 
with Everglades drainage. He moved to 
Fort Lauderdale as a permanent resident 
on December 30, 1910.2 

Southeast Florida was largely empty 
country when George G. Mathews arrived 
on the premises. The village of Fort Lau
derdale had a population of 143, and 
Miami, the largest town in the area, had 

Political turmoil, a common sub
ject oftoday's headlines, is nothing 
new to Broward County. For the City 
of Fort Lauderdale, one of the most 
heated elections - and one whtch 
had a decisive impact on the munici
pal power structure - took place in 
October 1937. 

In this article, Donald G. Lester 
traces the city's political background, 
defines the issues at stake in the 
memorable 1937 contest, and relates 
the powerful role played by the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News and its ag
gressive publisher, Governor Robert 
H. Gore. 

Mr. Lester, who has written sev
eral articles on local political and 
legal history in past issues of Brow
ard Legacy, is Assistant Professor 
Emeritus of History and Political 
Science at Middle Georgia College in 
Cochran, Georgia. A member of a 
family which has lived in Broward 
County since 1925, he is a graduate 
of Fort Lauderdale High School and 
the University of Miami, and cur
rently lives in Glades County. 
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a population of5,471.3 To the north, West 
Palm Beach, the county seat of newly
created Palm Beach County, had a popu
lation of 1,743. Fort Lauderdale remained 
unincorporated, the nearest incorporated 
towns being Dania to the south, which 
had incorporated in 1904, and Pompano 
to the north, which had incorporated in 
1908. The 1910 United States census listed 
the population of these two corporate 
entities as 269 each. Key West, with a 
population of 19,945, was the largest city 
south of Tampa in the state. In 1910, the 
present county of Broward formed parts 
of Dade and Palm Beach counties, with 
the county line running through what is 
today Oakland Park. The 1910 census 
listed Dade County's population as 11,933, 
and the population of Palm Beach, which 
also included present-day Martin County, 
as 5,577. So George G. Mathews was a 
Broward County pioneer in every sense of 
the word.• 

At the time Mathews arrived in Fort 
Lauderdale, the village boasted one local 
newspaper. It was the weekly Fort Lau
derdale Herald, which had been estab
lished earlier that year by William Heine.5 

However, the Herald was printed in De
land and shipped to Fort Lauderdale for 
distribution, so in 1910, no paper was 
printed locally in Fort Lauderdale. 

George G. Mathews was a journalist by 
profession, having published newspapers 
in Bartow and Tarpon Springs. He there
fore decided to start a weekly newspaper 
to rival the already existing Herald, and, 
on March 10, 1911, published the first 
issue of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel. 
Nearly three months after the first issue 
of Mathews' newspaper appeared, the 

village of Fort Lauderdale was incorpo
rated, with William H. Marshall as the 
first mayor.6 The new town adopted the 
mayor-council form of government, with 
the mayor and the members of the town 
council elected separately. 

After much political skirmishing which 
spanned a period of several years, Brow
ard County was created in 1915 from the 
northern part of Dade County and the 
southern part of Palm Beach County. The 
new county was named for the late Gover
nor Napoleon B. Broward. Fort Lauder
dale was designated as the county seat, 
even though Dania and Pompano were 
older corporate entities, and former Fort 
Lauderdale Mayor William H. Marshall 
became the first Broward Courity repre
sentative in the Florida Legislature. 

George G. Mathews had been elected 
mayor in 1913, succeeding Marshall and 
thus becoming the second man to hold 
that position. In 1916, Mathews made an 
unsuccessful effort to win election as 
county judge, and two years later he failed 
in an effort to unseat Marshall as Brow
ard County's representative in the legis
lature. 

By 1920, the United States census listed 
the population of Fort Lauderdale as about 
2,000 and that of Broward County at 
around 5,000. In response to this growth, 
George G. Mathews stepped up the publi
cation of the Sentinel to twice a week, a 
step likewise taken by the Herald, which 
by now was being published by Fort 
Lauderdale attorney Carl P. Weidling. 
Then, late in September 1924, as the 
Florida land boom began to gather mo
mentum, Mathews took the big step, and 
the Evening Sentinel, as the paper had 

Fort Lauderdale City Hall on the northwest corner of Andrews Avenue and 
Southwest Second Street, 1930s. 

Colonel George G. Mathews. 

come to be known, became a daily. 
Mathews continued to publish the paper 
for several months before he sold it to the 
Galvin brothers of Lima, Ohio, for 
$140,000. In short order, the Galvins 
bought out the Herald and renamed the 
combined paper the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News and Evening Sentinel. 7 

From the beginning of his Broward 
County career, George G. Mathews took 
an aggressive stand on the political issues 
of the day. During the Napoleon B. Brow
ard era, he strongly supported the gover
nor, particularly concerning the Ever
glades drainage program. In 1916, 
Mathews strongly supported the success
ful gubernatorial campaign of Sidney J. 
Catts, who, running on a strongly-worded 
prohibitionist and anti-Catholic platform, 
defeated William V. Knott, the candidate 
of the Democratic establishment. In 1927 
Mathews opposed the erection of the new 
Broward County Courthouse. Then, late 
in his career, he served as president of the 
local Townsend Club.8 

From the time of his arrival in Fort 
Lauderdale, George G. Mathews remained 
extremely thrilled over the community's 
prospects for the future . In 1925, he pre
dicted that the city's population would 
reach 50,000 by 1930. After his retire
ment from his publishing enterprises, he 
remained deeply involved in civic affairs, 
and subsequently made three unsuccess
ful efforts to obtain elective office. In 1927, 
after the city government changed to the 
commissioner-manager system, Mathews 
was defeated in an attempt to gain a place 
on the first Fort Lauderdale City Com
mission. In 1928 he was defeated in the 
Democratic primary for a seat on the 
Broward County Commission. The fol-



lowing year he was again defeated in a bid 
to gain a place on the city commission. 
That final defeat, when he was seventy
four years old, ended Mathews efforts to 
win elective office. 

The middle of the 1920s witnessed the 
height of the Florida boom. Prices sky
rocketed. The Galvin brothers took ad
vantage of the business boom and sold the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News to Thomas 
and Horace Stilwell for $480,000. The 
Stilwell brothers soon ran into financial 
trouble as the boom started to break. The 
downturn in business was accompanied 
by the devastating hurricane of 1926, a 
terrific storm which played havoc with 
much of south Florida and destroyed much 
of Fort Lauderdale. Property damage in 
Miami and Hollywood was also extensive, 
but the largest death toll was at the tiny 
town of Moore Haven, situated on the 
southwestern shore of Lake Okeechobee. 
Of the 392 reported Florida deaths caused 
by the storm, Moore Haven accounted for 
300. Nineteen twenty-eight brought the 
failure of the Fort Lauderdale Bank and 
Trust Company, and, later that year, a 
second devastating hurricane. Thus, by 
the waning years of the 1920s, south 
Florida had already entered a period of 
hard times which soon melted into the 
Great Depression, by far the longest and 
most severe economic disaster in Ameri
can history. This was the situation when 
Robert H. Gore of Chicago appeared on 
the Fort Lauderdale scene and bought the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News from the 
Stilwell brothers for $75,000. The fact 
that Gore paid only one sixth of the amount 
that the Stilwells had paid the Galvins 
three years previously indicates the tre-

mendous drop in prices during the de
pression years.9 

Fort Lauderdale's municipal govern
ment also felt the varied effects of boom 
and bust in the decades following incorpo
ration. Dr. C.G. Holland had succeeded 
Mathews as mayor in 1914 and served for 
two years. In 1916, Will J. Reed, one of the 
most colorful figures in Fort Lauderdale 
history, became mayor, and would be in 
and out of the city's government for more 
than twenty years. 10 After a three-year 
administration, Reed was replaced as 
mayor by Fort Lauderdale attorney C.E. 
Farrington. Reed regained the mayor's 
office in 1921, but was succeeded the fol
lowing year by Russell G. Snow. On No
vember 4, 1924, Reed returned as mayor 
one more time. 11 

By the middle of the 1920s, the popula
tion of Fort Lauderdale had grown tre
mendously. The mayor-council system 
seemed inadequate to meet the needs of a 
city caught in the midst of the Florida 
boom, so, as a result of a 1925 referendum, 
the government was changed to the com
missioner-city manager system. This new 
system called for five city commissioners 
elected at large in a non-partisan special 
election. Each voter could vote for as many 
as five candidates. The election would be 
held in two phases-a primary which 
would reduce the field to ten candidates, 
then a general election with the names of 
the ten surviving candidates on the bal
lot. The five candidates receiving the 
highest number of votes would form the 
city commission, and would choose one of 
their number as mayor. Generally, the 
commissioners would choose the top vote
getter as mayor, but they were under no 

C.D. Kittredge (left) and John W. Tidball, Fort Lauderdale mayors during the 
1920s. 
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legal obligation to do so. The city commis
sion was then to appoint a city manager 
whose duty was to carry out the policies 
set forth by the commission majority. 

Some unusual rules were mandated for 
candidates in the new city commission 
elections. Section Twelve, page six of the 
Fort Lauderdale City Charter stated that, 
"No candidate for the office of city com
missioner shall make any personal can
vass among the voters to secure his nomi
nation or election or the nomination or 
election of any other candidate in the 
same election." The charter thus placed 
rigid barriers against the usual form of 
campaigning and penalized those who 
violated the rules with the edict that their 
names must be stricken from the list of 
nominees. It therefore became necessary 
for the "friends" of the candidates to rep
resent them to the voters. A candidate 
secured ballot position by means of a 
petition, but he himself could not circu
late the petition. The petition had to be 
signed by at least 165 registered voters, 
and the candidate had to sign his accep
tance of the nomination. The office was 
supposed to seek the man. 12 

The 1925 city commission election was 
held during the wild real estate and busi
ness excess that marked the Florida boom. 
Interest in the election was at a low ebb, 
with only 244 voters appearing at the 
polls. Voter lack of interest seems to have 
been shared by potential candidates, since 
only six candidates qualified to run for the 
five city commission positions. C.D. 
Kittredge, the owner of the Fort Lauder
dale Mercantile Company, a hardware 
store locatedonAndrewsAvenue, was the 
top vote-getter with 185 votes. John W. 
Tidball finished in second place with 175 
votes. The other successful candidates 
were W.C. Kyle, a local banker, and Tom 
Bryan, a local businessman, both of whom 
had been members of the original town 
council in 1911, and J.S. Hinton. Will J. 
Reed, the incumbent mayor, finished dead 
last, and so was the "odd man out." 

C.D. Kittredge, who received the most 
votes, was a very active citizen of Fort 
Lauderdale, a charter member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, and active in many 
civic enterprises. Nevertheless, the city 
commission, during its organizational 
meeting, by a unanimous vote chose John 
W. Tidball as mayor. Tidball's tenure as 
mayor is best remembered for the strong 
stand he took during the aftermath of the 
devastating 1926 hurricane, when he put 
the city under martiallaw.13 

The 1927 city election saw C.D. 
Kittredge once again win the highest 
number of votes, Will J. Reed regain a 
seat on the commission as fifth place fin-
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isher, and Mayor Tidball meet defeat since 
he trailed in seventh place. W.C. Kyle 
retained his seat, and M.A. Hortt and 
well-known pioneer settler Frank 
Stranahan were also elected. This time, 
Kittredge was chosen mayor by the city 
commission. 

The city commission election of 1929 
saw John W. Needham finish first, with 
J.C. Alley second, M.A. Hortt third, Tho
mas E. Hoskins fourth, and Hershel Kelso 
fifth. Hortt, a wealthy real estate tycoon, 
and Needham, a property owner and hotel 
manager, would dominate the city com
mission for most of the following decade, 
sometimes as rivals and sometimes as 
allies. At the organizational meeting of 
the new commission, Kelso nominated 
Needham for mayor; there was no second. 
Then Alley nominated Hortt; again there 
was no second. Because of the impasse, 
there was nothing for the commissioners 
to do except to elect Hoskins as the next 
mayor, which they promptly did. Despite 
this initial confrontation, Hortt and 
Needham emerged as allies during most 
of the several years they served together, 
and apparently received strong support 
from the same element, the business 
community of Fort Lauderdale. 14 

In the 1931 city election, John W. 
Needham again led the field, followed by 
C.C. Adams, who was completing the 
unexpired term of the recently deceased 
J.C. Allen, M.A. Hortt, Broward County 
pioneer Frank R. Oliver, and M.H. Ep
stein, owner of the Seminole Laundry. 
Mayor Thomas E. Hoskins, who finished 
eighth, and Hershel Kelso, who finished 
twelfth, were defeated. This time the 
commission chose Needham as mayor. 
The city election of 1933 saw apartment 
house owner Ed Pynchon top the field, 
while Hortt and Needham skidded to third 
and fourth place respectively. Joel M. 
Tau!, the owner of a typewriter agency, 
finished second, and was destined to be on 
and off the city commission for the next 
twenty years. Fort Lauderdale barber John 
H. Fidler, active in local Republican poli
tics, finished in fifth place. Frank R. Ol
iver, M.H. Epstein, and C.C. Adams were 
defeated. Pynchon was chosen mayor. 

The following year, Pynchon resigned 
his mayoral position in order to accept a 
federal job, and Fort Lauderdale druggist 
Lewis E. Moore was chosen in a special 
election to fill his seat on the commission. 
However, the commissioners subsequently 
chose Hortt as mayor. In 1935, John H. 
Fidler died as a result of an automobile 
accident while vacationing in the North, 
and Frank J . Norton, an elderly contrac
tor, was selected in a special election to 
replace him on the commission. 15 

The first ten years of the city commis
sioner-city manager form of government 
thus set the pattern of longevity for the 
commissioners. Each new commissioner 
reached the apex of his popularity when 
he was first elected, and upon assuming 
office would see his popularity begin to 
erode. Will J. Reed, elected in 1927, was 
defeated in 1929, and failed in comeback 
attempts in 1931 and 1933. C.D. Kittredge 
was the high man in 1925 and again in 
1927, but was badly defeated in 1929. 
Thomas E. Hoskins, very prominent in 
the development of Fort Lauderdale dur
ing the boom, was chosen to fill the unex
pired term of the deceased Frank 
Stranahan in 1929 and was elected to a 
full term later that same year. but was 
defeated in 1931. Fort Lauderdale engi
neer Samuel E. Lawrence, who was elected 
in 1928 to finish the unexpired term of 
W.C. Kyle, who had resigned, provides 
yet another example of this trend. 16 A 
strong law and order man, who opposed 
the "wide open town to attract the tour
ists" concept, Lawrence was defeated in 
1929, finishing fifteenth in a field of eight
een candidates. As the experiences of Reed, 
Frank Oliver, and others proved, name 
recognition was not a particular advan
tage. The two exceptions to the expecta
tions ofbrieftenure were M.A. Hortt and 
John W. Needham. Hortt was elected in 
1927, 1929, 1931, and 1933, and Needham 
in 1929, 1931, and 1933. Together, they 
set the record for longevity in office dur
ing the 1925-1935 period. 

At the present time it is very difficult, if 
not impossible, to fix individual responsi
bility for editorial opinions expressed in 
the daily press. Individual responsibility 

is hidden under a maze of faceless corpo
rations and editorial boards. This situ
ation presents a sharp contrast to the way 
newspapers operated during the era of 
personal journalism. During the 1930s 
and 1940s, every knowledgeable person 
in Fort Lauderdale knew who was respon
sible for the editorial opinions expressed 
in the Fort Lauderdale Daily News. That 
man was Robert H. Gore, the publisher of 
the paper. 

Robert Hayes Gore was born in 
Knottsville, Kentucky, on May 24, 1886. 
He entered St. Mary's College in St. Mary, 
Kentucky, and finished his college work 
and graduated after two years. After 
several nondescript jobs, Gore began his 
career in journalism as a reporter for the 
Owensboro Inquirer. After stints with 
several other papers, Gore came up with 
the idea of selling insurance through 
newspapers and having the paper boys 
collect the premiums when they made 
their regular collections. The idea caught 
on, and Gore eventually became involved 
primarily in the insurance business. 17 

His newspaper work also led Gore into 
the political field. In 1912, he supported 
Theodore Roosevelt when the ex-presi
dent attempted a political comeback by 
running as the candidate of the Progres
sive Party. In 1920, Gore campaigned for 
the release of the famed socialist leader 
and five-time president ial candidate 
Eugene V. Debs, who was languishing in 
a federal prison for having violated the 
espionage law during World War I. In a 
newspaper editorial, Gore called Debs a 
martyr and made the astonishing com
parison of the socialist leader with John 
Brown.18 

Fort Lauderdale mayors Thomas Hoskins (elected 1929) and Ed Pynchon 
(elected 1933). 



In 1929 Robert H. Gore was in Fort 
Lauderdale and paid a visit to the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News to sell insurance. 
His conversation with Tom Stilwell devel
oped into a strange turn-around. Instead 
of buying Gore's insurance plan, Stilwell 
offered Gore the paper for $90,000. In 
return, Gore offered $75,000, which 
Stilwell eventually accepted. Robert H. 
Gore would publish the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News for the next thirty-four years. 
Throughout this period, he kept a very 
firm grip on the operations and policies of 
the newspaper. 

Gore was an early backer of Franklin D. 
Roosevelt for the Democratic presidential 
nomination in 1932. He had first met the 
future president in 1931. After Roosevelt 
was nominated on the fourth ballot at the 
Democratic National Convention in Chi
cago, Gore became active in his campaign, 
working closely with the Democratic 
National Committee. In November 1932, 
Roosevelt overturned twelve years of 
Republican rule to win the presidency for 
the Democrats. In a victory of landslide 
proportions, he carried forty-two of the 
forty-eight states. He carried Florida by a 
three to one majority, and Broward County 
by more than two to one. Naturally, Robert 
H. Gore was elated at the proportions of 
the Democratic triumph and stood in line 
with other "deserving Democrats" to await 
the spoils of office. He had in mind the 
position of collector of internal revenue. 

Autographed photo of Fran
klin D. Roosevelt presented 
by the president to his "old 
friend," Governor Gore. 

Whether Gore was ever under serious 
consideration for that post is problemati
cal. To obtain such a powerful and pres
tigious position, he had to compete with 
genuine political and financial heavy
weights. The Democratic Party had been 
out of office for twelve years, leaving many 
party hopefuls who had served well dur
ing those lean years hungry for the choice 
political plums. Nevertheless, whatever 
chance Gore may have had for the inter
nal revenue position vanished as a result 
of an ill-advised speech delivered in 
Havana, Cuba, during the interim period 
between the presidential election in No
vember 1932 and the inauguration of 
Franklin D. Roosevelt on March 4, 1933. 

During the earlypartof1933, Cuba was 
under the grip of the Machado dictator
ship. Discontent with the government 
combined with the effects of the Great 
Depression had created much unrest on 
the island. The Platt Amendment was 
still in force, and most Cubans were touchy 
to the point of being paranoid about the 
possibility of American armed interven
tion in Cuba. 19 That was the Cuban situ
ation when Gore and a group of powerful 
and "deserving" Democrats journeyed to 
Havana for a victory celebration in antici
pation of receiving the spoils of office. Also 
among the group was James A Farley, 
the chairman ofthe Democratic National 
Committee. At the Havana celebration, 
the American contingent was joined by a 
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number of Cubans. There, over food and 
drinks, Gore made a speech that caused a 
furor. He said in part, "I have just come 
from Warm Springs where I had a long 
conversation with the President-elect of 
the United States; and I can tell you 
gentlemen that unless you put your house 
in order; unless you put an end to these 
outrageous going-ons here; the United 
States Government will send an army to 
do the job for you." Members of the group, 
Americans as well as Cubans, were 
stunned. The effect on Gore's political 
future was devastating. The immediate 
result of that ill-considered speech was 
that Gore's chances for appointment to 
the coveted position of collector of inter
nal revenue vanished. The job went to 
Guy T. Helvering ofKansas.20 

But Gore could not be shoved aside 
completely. Since he had actively and 
aggressively supported the victorious 
Democratic ticket, he still "had to be taken 
care of." So, in due time, Gore was ap
pointed Governor of Puerto Rico. His 
appointment was confirmed by the Sen
ate and he traveled to San Juan with his 
fa~ily to take office. Gore's inaugural 
address lasted twenty minutes, and, dur
ing that speech, he made two proposals 
that did not sit well with many people in 
the United States. First, he advocated 
cock fighting and supported promoting 
that barbarous activity as a national sport 
to attract tourists. Many Americans could 
not help but wonder as to the caliber of 
tourists who would be attracted by such a 
cruel "sport." Humanitarian organizations 
in the United States were outraged and 
complained to President Roosevelt, who 
referred them to the appropriate govern
ment agencies. Apparently, the matter 
was eventually lost in the government 
bureaucracy. Gore's second controversial 
suggestion was that there be a vast mi
gration of Puerto Ricans to Florida. Puerto 
Ricans had already been settling in New 
York City, and Gore commented that New 
York was too far away and the climate 
unsuitable for Caribbean emigrants. Flor
ida, he pointed out, was much closer and 
had a climate similar to that of the island 
territory. No doubt this proposal pleased 
many New Yorkers, but it infuriated most 
Floridians, including Governor Dave 
Sholtz, who publicly denounced the 
scheme.21 

Upon taking office as Governor of Puerto 
Rico, Gore found himself facing an impos
sible task. Puerto Ricans were bitterly 
divided over a number of issues, the most 
notable being the future status of the 
island in relation to the United States. 
One faction favored complete independ-
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Robert H. Gore (back row, third from left) with his family upon his arrival to 
take office as governor, June 30, 1933 (courtesy of Paul A. Gore). 

first year as a resident, was a memorable 
event. First, the multitude of candidates, 
twenty-two in all, set a Fort Lauderdale 
record. Furthermore, the election resulted 
in the unexpected downfall of the two 
strong men of the city commission
wealthy real estate mogul M.A. Hartt and 
wealthy property owner John W. 
Needham. These two men, rivals at first 
but more recently allies, had dominated 
the city commission during the first half 
of the decade. The 1935 city election also 
marked the successful comeback of for
mer Fort Lauderdale city commissioner 
and mayor Will J. Reed, who had been out 
of office for six years. The list of candi
dates included three former commission
ers: Reed, M.H. Epstein, and C.C. Adams, 
as well as such interesting personalities 
asJ.K. Huey, a longtime city functionary, 
Broward pioneer Jasper Lawson, who had 
served as city clerk under the old city 
council, and former Fort Lauderdale po
lice chief Lucian Craig. 23 

ence, while another favored Puerto Rican 
statehood. Still another faction was will
ing to settle for commonwealth status. 
None of the groups seemed satisfied with 
the current situation. This dissension led 
to much violence, including attempts on 
the governor's life. In addition to dealing 
with this no-win situation, Gore had a 
feeling that he was losing the support of 
the Roosevelt administration. His rela
tionship with James A. Farley, chairman 
of the Democratic National Committee 
and now postmaster general, had become 
estranged as a result of the Havana speech. 
Faced with mounting difficulties, Gore 
resigned as Governor of Puerto Rico in 
January 1934. He had served for only six 
months, but cherished the title of"Gover
nor" for the rest of his life.22 

Robert H . Gore had purchased the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News in 1929, but waited 
for six years to establish his official resi
dence in Fort Lauderdale. Soon after set
t ling in the city, he also became a princi
pal downtown property owner. At the 
urging of Fort Lauderdale attorney George 
W. English, Jr., Gore purchased the un
finished Will Mar Hotel, a casualty of the 
collapse of the Florida boom, which had 
remained an eyesore for many years. Gore 
completed the unsightly skeleton struc
ture as the Governor's Club Hotel, which 
opened for business in the fall of 1937. 
The Governor's Club became Robert H . 
Gore's greatest property acquisition and 
remained Fort Lauderdale's most famous 
and prestigious hotel for the next forty 
years. 

As stated previously, Robert H. Gore, in 

his capacity as publisher of the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News, kept firm control 
of the paper's policies. He took strong 
stands on issues, personalities, and can
didates, on the national, state, and local 
levels. Some of his personal feuds became 
legendary. His rift with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, for example, became deeper 
and deeper, until Gore eventually became 
a bitter critic ofRoosevelt and his policies. 

Gore also took a keen interest in the 
ongoing course of Fort Lauderdale city 
politics. The city election of 1935, Gore's 

The primary election was held on Octo
ber 21, 1935, and the ten candidates who 
qualified for the general election and the 
votes they received were: 

1. Lewis E. Moore, incumbent 1,023 
2. Frank J. Norton, incumbent 840 
3. B.V. Pace 655 
4. J .M. Taul, incumbent 572 
5. Will J. Reed 533 
6. J.F. Dickey 402 
7. J.P. Moe 362 
8. Samuel L. Drake 346 
9. M.A. Hartt, incumbent mayor 320 

10. John W. Needham, incumbent 30224 

Downtown Fort Lauderdale looking eastward on Las Olas Boulevard, c. 1938, 
showing the Fort Lauderdale Daily News building and the Governors' Club 
Hotel. 
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M.A. Hortt (left) and John W. Needham, predominant city commissioners during most of the 1930s. 

The two top vote-receivers were incum
bents filling unexpired terms. Drug store 
owner Lewis E. Moore had been elected to 
the commission in the 1934 special elec
tion to complete the unexpired term of 
Mayor Ed Pynchon when the mayor re
signed to take a federal job. However, as 
has been previously related, M.A. Hortt 
had been chosen mayor upon Pynchon's 
departure. Contractor Frank J. Norton 
had taken his seat as a result of a special 
election held earlier in 1935 to fill the 
vacancy left when Commissioner John H. 
Fidler died as a result of an automobile 
accident while vacationing in the North. 
The third place finisher in the 1935 regu
lar primary, B.V. Pace, was a furniture 
store owner who was very active in civic 
affairs. J.F. Dickey, the head of a local 
abstract company, finished sixth, and 
Joseph P. Moe, a painting contractor ac
tive in local Republican politics, finished 
seventh. Broward pioneer Samuel L. 
Drake, active in public affairs for a quar
ter of a century, finished eighth, after 
which came the dismal showing of M.A. 
Hortt and John W. Needham, the two 
strong men of the commission, who brought 
up the rear. The primary election also saw 
the failed comebacks of two of the three 
former commissioners involved. M.H. 
Epstein finished eleventh with 279 votes, 
and C.C. Adams came in seventeenth with 
209 votes. Other outcomes of interest 
included long-time city functionary J.K. 
Huey in thirteenth place with 248 votes, 
former city clerk Jasper Lawson fifteenth 
with 240 votes, and former city police 

chief Lucian Craig nineteenth with a vote 
total of 204. As in past contests, name 
recognition proved to be no advantage in 
this election.25 

The day following the primary, ques
tions arose as to whether one or more of 
the primary survivors met the minimum 
qualifications necessary to be eligible for 
a place on the city commission. George W. 
English, Jr., the city attorney, stated that 
it was theresponsibilityofthecity clerk to 
check on candidates' qualifications. Nev
ertheless, M.H. Epstein, the eleventh 
candidate and thus the beneficiary if one 
of the first ten would be disqualified, re
fused to issue a challenge. He said, "I am 
going back to my laundry and mind my 
own business." The Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News, in an editorial, condemned attempts 
to challenge the election results, calling 
such efforts "reactionary," and stating 
that the people had spoken.26 The matter 
was dropped. 

The general election was held on Octo
ber 28, and, for the once dominant M.A. 
Hortt and John W. Needham, it was a 
crushing defeat, with the vote count as 
follows: 

1. Lewis E. Moore 
2. Frank J. Norton 
3. B.V. Pace 
4. Will J. Reed 
5. J.M. Taul 
6. J.F. Dickey 
7. J.P. Moe 
8. Samuel L. Drake 
9. M.A. Hortt 

10. John W. Needham 

1,337 
1,208 
1,138 
1,021 

977 
668 
635 
569 
473 
33!27 

The top vote-getter, Lewis E. Moore, 
was chosen mayor by his fellow commis
sioners at the organizational meeting, 
but Will J. (Cap) Reed soon emerged as 
the strong ma n of the commission. Reed 
formed an alliance with commissioners 
Norton and Taul, and together they formed 
the commission majority, with Reed di
recting the city's agenda. Mayor Moore 
and Commissioner Pace were thus placed 
in the unenviable position of being the 
minority on the commission. 

William James (Cap) Reed, a colorful 
character on the Fort Lauderdale scene 
for over thirty years, was born in Chicago 
on October 18, 1871, nine days after the 
Chicago fire, in a former schoolhouse at 
the corner of Calumet and Twenty-sixth 
streets. He graduated from the city's public 
schools, and enlisted in the army, enter
ing an infantry regiment in 1888. In suc
ceeding years, he served in the Spanish
American War, reached the rank of cap
tain, and retired in 1906 after eighteen 
years of service. Along with his father, 
RobertJ. Reed, he moved to Fort Lauder
dale in 1910, and soon became very active 
in civic and business affairs. Will J. Reed 
served as Mayor of Fort Lauderdale from 
1916 to 1919, from 1921 to 1922, and from 
1924 to 1925, and also served on the city 
commission from 1927 to 1929. Despite 
this impressive record, he had also suf
fered his share of political defeats, being 
defeated for a place on the city commis
sion in 1925, in 1929, in a special election 
in 1931, in the 1931 regular election, and 
again in 1933. During this period he 
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Above are William J. (Cap) Reed (left) and Joel M. Taul, and below is an announcement 
from the October 29, 1935Fort Lauderdale Daily News. 

remained active in a number offraternal 
organizations, being a member of the 
BPOE Number 1517, the F&AM, a thirty
second degree Mason, and a Shriner. Will 
J. Reed was perhaps best known as a 
great promoter of sports activities, and as 
one of the few city commissioners of that 
era who was a good public speaker.28 

As was evident from the Fort Lauder
dale Daily News' denunciation of efforts 
to question the eligibility of the victorious 
candidates, Robert H. Gore seemed satis
fied with the results of the 1935 city 
commission election, apparently finding 
no fault with the top city officials at that 
time. This apparent satisfaction was soon 
to change into bitter criticism. 

In the meantime, Gore continued to 
express his strong opinions on state and 
national political figures. As mentioned 
previously, he was becoming increasingly 
dissatisfied with Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and his New Deal administration. He also 
started delivering bitter editorial attacks 
on the local congressman, J. Mark Wilcox 
of West Palm Beach, a man who could 
equal Gore in trading insults. 

In the June 1936 Democratic primary, 
Gore strongly supported the congressional 
candidacy of Pat Cannon, a little-known 
Miami lawyer, who was trying to unseat 
the two-term incumbent. The Dade 
Countian also had the all-out support of 
the powerful Townsend Clubs.29 Gore's 
antagonism to Wilcox certainly overcame 
any reservations he might have had con
cerning the feasibility oft he expensive old 
age pension plan advocated by the 
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Townsend Clubs. Wilcox survived the 
primary, but in November found himself 
opposed by Republican attorney Thomas 
E. Swanson of Fort Lauderdale, who 
strongly endorsed the Townsend Plan. 
Robert H. Gore endorsed Swanson with 
the same enthusiasm that he had previ
ously given Pat Cannon. However, much 
to the publisher's great chagrin, Wilcox 
was a beneficiary of the great Democratic 
landslide that swept F.D.R. into his sec
ond term, and won his third consecutive 
term in the United States House ofRepre
sentatives.30 

By this time, Gore's satisfaction with 
the results of the 1935 city election had 
also begun to wear thin. He soon became 
very critical of the city commission's poli
cies--those promoted by the solid majority 
of commissioners Will J. Reed, Frank J. 
Norton, and Joel M. Taul. As a new city 
election loomed on the horizon in 1937, 
editorials in the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News constantly attacked the extrava
gance of the city commission majority, 
time and again mentioning the "$1,100 a 
day city commission," and referring to the 
majority as the "Big Three."31 

The city election of 1937 broke the rec
ord set two years previously with a total of 
twenty-seven candidates qualifying for 
ballot position. Although Mayor Lewis E. 
Moore and Commissioner B.V. Pace de
clined to offer themselves for another term, 
the candidate list might be considered a 
"Who's Who" of Fort Lauderdale's busi
ness and political world. The commission 
majority of Reed, Norton, and Taul at
tracted the most attention and received 
attacks from the many critics of the exist
ing city administration. The two strong 
men of previous commissions, M.A. Hartt 
and John W. Needham, also were candi
dates. William H. Marshall, who had 
served as Fort Lauderdale's first mayor 
back in 1911 and as the first Broward 
County representative in the Florida 
Legislature from 1915 to 1921, also at
tempted a comeback, as did Thomas M. 
Bryan, early Broward County pioneer, 
successful businessman, and veteran of 
many political wars. Bryan had served on 
the first town council in 1911, on the first 
Fort Lauderdale city commission from 
1925 to 1927, and was Broward County's 
representative in the Florida Legislature 
between 1927 and 1929. Those political 
successes were followed by a pair of de
feats when Bryan was beaten in the 
Democratic primary in an attempt to retain 
his legislative seat in 1928 and was again 
defeated in the 1932 Democratic primary 
in an effort to gain a place in the Florida 
Senate. 

Other contestants in the 1937 city elec-

tion included G. Frank Croissant, a real 
estate man best known as the developer of 
Croissant Park; E.H. Hart, a long-time 
resident and prominent businessman who 
had emerged as one of the most severe 
critics of the current commission; John H. 
Durham, an elderly retired businessman 
and former member of the Kentucky 
Senate; Fort Lauderdale liquor store owner 
H.J. Newsham; Thomas B. Manuel, a 
farmer and veteran of World War I; and 
two prominent real estate men, E.L. 
Kokanour and Watson Eltinge. The long
established male monopoly of the city 
commission was threatened when two 
women, Mrs. Blanche Burns, a house
wife, and Mrs. Genevieve Pynchon, apart
ment owner and wife offormer Fort Lau
derdale mayor Ed Pynchon, entered the 
contest. It was certainly a star-studded 
field.32 

As the numerous candidates entered 
the race, the Fort Lauderdale Daily News 
continued its assault on the commission 
majority which it had dubbed "The Big 
Three." The paper's criticisms included 
attacks on the commission's financial 
policies as well as attacks on the major 
appointed city officials. 

On October 13, 1937, a mass meeting 
was held in Stranahan Park in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale. All twenty-seven candi
dates were invited to give a brief expres
sion of their views on the various issues 
raised during the campaign. The meeting 
was sponsored by the board of trade, and 
board president and former city commis
sioner C.C. Adams presided. Each partici
pant was limited to three minutes speak
ing time. Three candidates-incumbent 
commissioner Frank J. Norton, former 
commissioner and former state represen
tative Tom M. Bryan, and C.W. Allen, a 
real estate operator and political nonen
tity-failed to appear. The incumbents 
spoke first, and were followed by the other 
candidates in alphabetical order. Joel M. 
Tau! gave a rather weak defense of his 
stewardship, but Will J. Reed gave a strong 
defense of his and of the commission's 
record. Reed was at his oratorical best. Of 
the challengers, John W. Needham made 
the most sensational effort when he ad
vised taxpayers who had not yet paid 
their city assessments not to do so be
cause the new city commission would lower 
the assessments. Mack Klein, a sales
man, used his allotted three minutes to 
tell the audience, "This office is not all 
that I expect from you. Later I expect you 
to send me to Tallahassee and then to 
Washington. "33 

The primary election took place on Mon
day, October 18, 1937, and the voters 
indicated that they were ready for a 
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change. John W. Needham and M.A. Hartt 
lead the field of twenty-seven candidates. 
For the three incumbent commissioners, 
Tau!, Norton, and Reed, the initial result 
was a severe setback. They finished fifth, 
eighth, and ninth, respectively. Two Brow
ard pioneers lagged behind the leaders. 
Thomas M. Bryan finished in a tie for 
eleventh place, thus suffering his third 
consecutive political defeat, and William 
H. Marshall finished in thirteenth place. 
An interesting sidelight in the election 
results was that salesman Mack Klein, 
who expected the city commission seat to 
serve as a springboard to take him to 
Tallahassee and then to Washington, 
finished dead last in a field of twenty
seven candidates. The primary survivors, 
with their respective vote totals, were as 
follows: 

1. John W. Needham 
2. M.A. Hartt 
3. Thomas B. Manuel 
4. Mrs. Genevieve Pynchon 
5. Joel M. Tau! 
6. J.H. Durham 
7. H.J. Newsham 
8. Frank J. Norton 
9. Will J. Reed 

10. E.H. Hart 

1,188 
1,130 

952 
659 
610 
599 
549 
545 
516 
379 

The defeated candidates, with their 
vote totals, were: 
11. Thomas M. Bryan 326 
12. E.L. Kokanour 326 
13. William H. Marshall 323 
14. C.O. Hayes 318 
15. Watson Eltinge 306 
16. W.J. Feldman 265 
17. W.W. Clark 259 
18. Mrs. Blanche Burns 258 
19. John N. LaChance 236 
20. G. Frank Croissant 232 
21. C.E. Parks 167 
22. George G. Hanna 159 
23. C.E. Allen 130 
24. L.N. White 81 
25. H.L. Fetzer 72 
26. Lee J. Saban 57 
27. Mack Klein 5334 

With the primary completed, the list of 
candidates was reduced to nine men and 
one woman, and the campaign continued. 
The "friends" of the three incumbent 
commissioners defended their steward
ship of city affairs, while the "friends" of 
five challenging candidates, Needham, 
Hartt, Mrs. Pynchon, Newsham, and Hart, 
continued their severe attacks against 
the incumbent city government. The 
"friends" of the two remaining primary 
survivors stressed the qualities of their 
respective candidates, but stayed out of 
the incumbent versus anti-incumbent 
battle. As was previously noted, candi
dates were not allowed to solicit votes in 
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Give the Women a Voice! 
Women of Fori lauderdale 15r& entitled to " "Voice in the diredion of 

this City's effairs. long aqo women received the riq ht to vote. We believe 
our contention that we ere entitled to a definite part in the manaqomont of 
our City's busineu is reasonable. We ask reprtuentetion on the City Com
minion. Thot request, we think, is rei!! so noble end will meet with 11p provel 
of the majority of voter~ of this City. 

Mrs. Gennieve Pynchon is e cendid.:~te for election to t he City Com
miuion. She ran fourth in the Primary .. She is fully qut~lified to serve IU e 
Commiuioner. She is e b~nineu women, e family women, e home-maker. 
Her intereds ore the interesh of properly-owners, for she is e properly• 
owner. She has managed end directed her own Affairs succeu fully. She 
can and, we ore confident, 1he will prove on efficient City Comminioner. 

We believe the women of Fort lauderdale have o riqht to represento· 
tion on the City Comminion. We feel that the C ity's official family should 
include a woman. We believe the women of the City should hove a voice in 
how the City is operated. We believe 4 women on the Commiu ion will 
prove e definite euet to our City. 

We esk the support of all the home-loVing, home-buildinq, condruc
tive-minded voters for Genevieve Pynchon. We KNOW that she will serve 
J eithfully end efficientiy-. Women of the City have full confidence in her. 
l1 it e1~inq too much to lequed that the men of Fort lauderdale bed: OUR 
judgement of the qualifications of thi• one woman cl.lndidate7 

Pleue vote for Genevif've Pync hon on Monday and help the women 
of Fort LeuderdeJ.e In their effort to make this o better, finer, c:luner City 
In which +o brinq up their children. 

Wom~n Taxpayers of 
·Fort -Lauder'dale. 

tHE FRIENDS OF 

MR. MACK KLEIN 
CANDIDATE FOR 

Commissioner 
tn the City of Fort L~uderd~!e, 

Pro...,t the platform on whlrh we b&H hl1 tltneu tor the posltlo1~ 
br!lld•a U... broad vl.w be takoo of the tulare of tbe Orr u Cooo
mordal and Ru<>rt Cftller tor Browanl ('<>unly . .. .. . .....•. . . 

I. He Ia a ~nnan•ut reolck-nt, and a home owner of the dty. 
2. Hla Up<rlrnre In bualneu rove,.. a wide raqe In both 

n\&llarrrtal and oalr.J capacity, ha Vlfl( bern auodated JUtceulully 
,.,. aevrnl~n )'r>on wiU1 two ureptlonally J.arre 0!'1&niutlooa of 
!"aUonal oco~. aa Saloo !IIAnac«. 

3. He haa alwaya bem bonnt In bU lflll .. yon · ppn.bt In 
tho lnnaa<:tloa of hla bualneaa, holcb tbe ~apect ot al{ wltb -,.bom 
he hu been uao<Iaud, altha' In buol""" .,. -laU,.. 

4. I.Aat but not the leaat he haa al'"'"" beta In favor of 
t:nlon Lal>or. 

The 11\&ll&Ct'tllont of a ('lty b In no wU. dJtferont frvm that 
of lUll other bit bualneu. AllJ' prln.te lndhldll&l er eorporatloa 
tpendlnr mo..., than Ito laeo~t>e IIOOOf'l' or lakr Ianda tn the bank
~~)' eourto. Tbe dt;r 'lf ro.rt L&u&nlale Ia oo ucopUoa I<> tbo 

He ~ 1<> 11M hb ln!luenee 1<> .. ..., the bU,.& of tho 
Cltr ol ron I.Audenlale b&laacod. To kHP the~- well 
within lbe rotalpta. 

He Ia In fa•or of teeJua1nao U.. tueo rather !baa a4dlar to 
lh6m, and w1ll work &o'"'rd &hat .ad by ~ - ol the 
ntnn&&Mea that have crept ll> allllOM ..... .._ Ia lbe Citro 

~ul"" hi• O&n*t ...,4 untlrta.: etten &o - tba& the 
_......,"" of the ou,., dra'lrilll lbelr -'-- from the ,....._ 
fumbbecl b7 the lax ,.,._ en• beek &o the tub& &be __, 
..... -.ke for wbldl u.e,. an paid. 

He w1l.l - bla elf..U &o .. _ U.. Wert.a et La~· 
1oM!! -rall)o aad flaaDdall7, ..... bello to -.&e Fon e 
what II§ f-*n In~ It &.; Joe. a Joe«. aac1 _,_. .... Ill 
whldflO U\'1. <...W r.uu.~ ... _, 

TOMM.BRYAN 
Candidate for 

CITY COMMISSIONER 
One of the first Councilmen ~nd l~ter ~City 
Commissioner, before resigning to repre· 
sent Broward County in the St~te Legisl~
ture, one of City's l~rgest t~xp~yers, experi
enced ~nd f~mili~r with the problems of our 
City-

STANDS FOR-
I. Dr~stic reduction on Re~l Est~te t~x

~tion. 
2. ·.Furnishing only such municipal ser· 

vices as ~ bsolutely essential, and curtail
ment of expenditures under present City 
Budget, and thtlre are many items where 
this can be done. 

3. Planned campaign of City beautifi
cation-of streetr, h.~hways and parks. 

4 . No Politics or ~vortism in selection 
of employes-on merit b~sis only. 

(Pat<! Poll !leal A<lvert!•••ueut) 

~ T!!~~':~RS 
1FT. LAUDERDALE 
.j 
·i h ~otlecti.-.g CommiuioMn to repre~ent you during lhe nut tw~;~ ~·un you ,heukl be guid«< by rhe u:'(ordr 

of &ecompl11hmcnt of the men .,.ho h••e oHertod them~oelv" lor r~r!ppro•al. The ComrMlec lor Econom:· 
~I Adrmnirtnllon of C11y Aff• ru ha1 in~eltlj•tf<l the 1~ordr ol Mmn. Hortt ~ond N~edh~om dunng r~e r 
former tenure ol ollrce And b1t below tOme of the rnJ.I'IY 3chie•·ements (t.lken hom the offici~ I Jn:ord~) t~at 
r oo.J. the voter, m1y ILnow ,.~l(tly .,.ht~to e~~pe<:t hom theM: r..·o able. intd~-gent, c i~~~·mindtod me~ 

Here's what the Records Reveal: 
D~o~nng the •drninistfallt>n of which Ncedh&m 1.nd Hort1 .,.ere rmcmbe,a, Lite City co!le(led 0\LY 4rl P ER· 
C£.\."1' OF THE TAXES Ot.;E. That w 11 bcc.a.ae propl!rty-o .. ·y,en .... ~,e ~"'abk to P-1!"· ) ~~ ,, th 
,-,,IJ coil~ liOn the Crt) IHnl IOC""'Ird. ptOf!tuoed, impro• tod. 

1k ptC$tn: Cr) ' Adminis111t10n h.u coll«.~td 80 percent of W:t' d:Jt-~ ha, o•e••pt'n· 
t~nl of dtpp1na: lfllO monf v pl~&ed t.toel tel l llCe In~ 1he tli!"ITitr.l ol booded deb .. 

Compare that Record, Please! 
o~!ll :he \'eedJwn.Hottt ~~~uMh~ L~ Co::vnwion .. idened :he U.~Y.' .. a•· Ia :k bnc.\. Remt '"l· 
~ ..... ) ' 

h JC!H.I:iltfMi irlp:o-.td the l:.'ut Brc-.,ard Bcr.tlt•ll::i flr :C;t.a:lo.dr~tf.C(f<• "'~( ,,, .! tr:'.J!Ile:;-..1 a::f (~.:If. 

·. t"'IC.hued the r,~ Pubk Lb.,.,.. B<Dido."'i 

;~:~~~~: ,.b:ot:;c;z.~OO:. ,.\,~~:~t:~-:::.:_.,,pc:-w tCJ<ft!,. e,.~oon• «so petm.~ or.,, ... l"'i 

Adu.11cd mane~ lew «<nll:uc~on of cJ..e: d!.&MOr.c~ll'.dd n~1 South 3ldc School N.l:irti U..ll lwn of 
reuut»n l>f.llabk tothepc.obl~e. 

B::nh f':An> ,huHkbo.td covn .. in cwcia !hf.t rep!dcnu ,.,d ·~!Mtou rmaht enJOy tha kr:-~ ol c:~tcru.,_-:-,.nt 
Lchttd T•! lor ,~bdi·ition, Yellow~ne Pa:k. •r.C ,1'0 in1Lillede.,:ra ltghtJin the '\,;:rt.i Erdm. 1he \\'u t 
Sde c:d.ini•cL tJ.JO\IIhOutthccit> . 

Pure hued prpc wzth "hich to in1t.&]l "'~·r m1 U".1 attf..e: Call Cour•t, whi<h wu 10 p4ctd th1t 11 co..!::! be 
:c1'1o>ed tc &nyp•11 ofthc clty lfoctded 

Bor.ght newflfc ho!>C 
Re-roofe-d the C1ty H,aU f.nd in1t.lltd r.cw u~,~]t f.lld ct mp!e!ely remodekd the i:aide- f.nd Ccmmiu1one1 

;:~:, ':!et:::J~::~t:·~::",~~~f.HO'is ~O 1E\~\t)~Y memk• of the praent Clm· 

Had Crty H&!l .BUildln; treated for utcrmin.ation of I crmites. 

FtU ~tit to S26.()C(J oJ~,~npa.id biU. fond found the City hopelaslr beirr.C ·-: r•1 ~wrunr ... ,th lh.c n ondf. 
Pc-wtt & Liaht U,. 

A~~..l.l!ly BUILT MORE NE\\' STREETS. !Jtlder Commi~Qf\et Ad.a.ms' dLJectio!l, lh.an the present Ci~ 
C::mrr.ruion lw OILED. 
PAID FOR 11-IESE OPERATIONS OVT OF ITS OPER-\TINC MONEY . .,._ baXk.. P-\10 
OFF Sl.500.00lol our Bonded DehL And th.it Pf.)"'llentSAVEDS90.0Ct0PER YEAR~lerelt/0'1 the tu· 
Pf'}t:'l.. 

Open!Cd the City dfKicndy l.nd p«::iiewi"cly in 19}4 far $167.30>.12 t.toel Ul.19}5forSI96,Z72.41. 
~ the.c: OPERA TlNC COSTS 1o the U79,192.Jl ~~by. the PrtJamt Cil:j CommWioa ~ 
the lut fDeaJ yut, &I'd ita ~ct ol$407.100 fot the ncWfiK.al}~: 
~':-l.cthcc.ompariaoD. aDddc:Odcwhcthtt' w~ &II ~f':I.J~~AFfPRO the~oi . Spendirlc(c:Q. 
fiWIIOftotwftel.ntt'WCWUJl.a.r:tdHIIJd,aSa~Coia-. , : -

V(lt~-. f)!!_~ t.tf~A~~: 

A few of the political advertisements which appeared in the Daily News just prior to the October 18, 1937, primary. 
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-TIDES-· -WEATHER- FORT LAUDERDALE. I>AILY N.EWS · 
' AND EY E.NTNC. .. SENTINEL . f. ' 

VOl. XXVII: NO. 29 FORT lAUDERDALE. FLORIDA. WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 13. 1937 PRICE F1VE CENTS 

VOTERS TO HEAR' CANDIDATES' CLAIMS 
MASS MEETING IN PARK 

Daily News headline announcing mass 
meeting in downtown Fort Lauderdale's 
Stranahan Park. 

;EXPECTED TO TURN OUT 
I GREAT CROWD ~ONIGHT 

their own behalf during that era, and 
relied upon their "friends" to gather sup
port. 

As the regular election approached, the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News continued its 
attacks on the three incumbent commis
sioners. The paper endorsed no particular 
candidate, but seemed satisfied with any 
of the contenders except "The Big Three." 
Name recognition appeared to be of no 
particular advantage with many citizens. 
One voter stated, "I might possibly vote 
for John Needham, but I will be damned if 
I will vote for old Hortt, even if everyone 
votes for him but me."35 A prominent citi
zen decided to take the negative route and 
said, "I will leave out the three present 
commissioners plus Hortt and Needham."36 

On Friday, October 22, 1937, the weekly 
edition of the Fort Lauderdale Shopper, a 
"throwaway" sustained by advertising and 
edited by O.D. Stiles, who also edited a 
weekly paper in Hollywood, was distrib
uted throughout Fort Lauderdale. The 
news portion of the paper was largely 
concerned with the city election, defended 
the record of the three incumbent com
missioners, and was extremely critical of 
R.H. Gore and the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News. The Shopper ridiculed Gore's stand 
for economy and pointed out that in previ
ous years the Daily News had regularly 
supported increases in the city budgets. 
The Shopper also derogatorily referred to 
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News as the 
"Daily Snooze."37 

The Shopper article was not 0 .D. Stiles' 
only attack on Gore and the city commis
sion challengers he supported. Stiles also 
distributed an anonymous circular that 
made comments on each of the city com
mission candidates and contained a blis
tering attack on Robert H. Gore and the 

Fort Lauderdale Daily News. It accused 
Gore of using his wealth and power to 
obtain special favors from the city, in
cluding the paving of a public road that 
led to the Gore home. The circular also 
accused the five city commission candi
dates who strongly opposed the three 
incumbents of being supported by the 
gambling interests, the liquor interests, 
and the "wide-open-town crowd." By 
implication, the circular connected Gore 
and his paper with those unsavory ele
ments.38 

Because of the nature of his business, 
Fort Lauderdale liquor store owner H.J. 
Newsham, an arch foe of the incumbent 
commission, was especially targeted for 
attack. Newsham was labeled as a "Liq
uor merchant" whose "chief sport [is] cheap 
gambling" and an advocate of a wide open 
town. The circular also stated that E.H. 
Hart believed in "cheaper water and free 
whiskey-too cheap won't do." It charged 
that M.A. Hortt, if elected, would "shut 
one eye on gambling as his past record 
verifies'' and also attacked Hartt as an 
enemy of union labor. The circular de
scribed Hartt as a "Capitalist-against 
Labor-Daily News candidate," and con
tinued, "Politics makes strange bedfel
lows-Imagine Hortt laying down with 
Gore and Needham-If elected, fur will 
fly before Thanksgiving and the old feud 
between Gore and Hortt will be renewed 
as after all Hortt isn't a YES MAN." Of 
John W. Needham, who led the primary 
ticket, the circular declared: "Politician
tax dodger and former mayor-past rec
ord bad (see minutes City Commission 
March 29, 1932 for record as tax dodger)
-mayor during reign of gamblers, bootleg
gers and wiretappers-Daily News wheel
horse-If you want an open town support 

this candidate-Gore will dictate this fel
low's action-God help City under Gore 
Rule and Yellow Journalism." Mrs. 
Genevieve Pynchon was dismissed by the 
circular as "A bad bet for decency," and 
accused of being supported by the most 
unsavory characters in the city. 

On the other hand, the circular praised 
Will J. Reed, the strong man of the cur
rent city commission, in glowing terms. 
Reed was described as "being fought tooth 
and toe by every gambler in Broward 
County." Commissioner Frank J. Norton 
was described as "Honorable-sincere
fearless and honest-Defeated Gore in 
his attempt to snatch five years free taxes 
on the Governors' Club-Against gam
bling though approached and offered their 
support." The circular also gave incum
bent city commissioner Joel M. Taul a 
"Clean Bill ofHealth." Thomas B. Manuel 
and John H. Durham, the two candidates 
not involved in the incumbent versus non
incumbent squabble, also received high 
praise from the circular. Manuel was 
described as "the Next Mayor" and as 
being "against illegal gambling." Durham, 
too, was declared as "against lawlessness 
such as gambling and other forms of vice." 
Immediately following the distribution of 
the circular, candidates Manuel and 
Durham both came to the Daily News 
office and disclaimed any knowledge of or 
responsibility for the attack on the char
acter of their opponents. 39 

M.A. Hortt, when contacted by the Daily 
News, issued a vigorous response. "I have 
served this city efficiently as a city com
missioner," he stated. "I intend to serve 
efficiently, practically, and to assist in 
giving people an economic government 
based on sound business principles. The 
records are open for anyone to examine. I 
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CHARACTER--ASSI 'SIRS ATTACK FOfS 
OF "BIG THREE" OMMISSION GANG 

DailyNews counter-attack on the 
anonymous election circular. 

CITY HALL RING TICKET 
NOW CLEARLY DEFINED 
Anonymous, Unlabeled Circular Produced In Effort 

Tb Blast Down Opposition to Reed· Taui-Norton 
Trio; "Big Three" Painted As "Lily White" 

suggest that they be looked into because 
the answer is in the records." John W. 
Needham told the Daily News that no 
answer was required and that "only a 
pretty cowardly sort of individual or or
ganization would make such an attack." 
Nevertheless, he went on to defend his 
record in greater detail: 

"Everybody who has been here 
any length of time knows that I 
served this town in an efficient way, 
and that I helped keep our operat
ing expenses down. Everybody also 
knows that I own some property 
here and everybody who has asked 
me has learned that I am opposed to 
any "wide open town" proposition. I 
just think that this circular proves 
how desperate the opposition has 
become and I'm not worried in the 
slightest about its effect. Instead of 
being a tax dodger, as this circular 
charges, I am just the opposite. Only 
this week I had to give up seven lots, 
on which the city commission sold 
tax certificates to Mr. Burns of 
Miami, because I couldn't pay the 
high taxes."40 

The circular dismissed H.J. Newsham, 
a bitter critic of the city commission ma
jority who loudly voiced his determina
tion to "clean out city hall," as a "Liquor 
merchant-chief sport cheap gambling
suits Gore but not strong enough for Daily 
News to openly support. Pass this one 
up-won't do--open town man." Newsham 
told the Daily News, "I don't give a rap 
about what's in this dirty thing. The City 
Hall gang is against me. I have said I'd 
clean out the City Hall and I mean it. I 

mean, too, to clean out the Fire Depart
ment, and I've told them so. They don't 
like me and this is their way of showing 
it." "Friends" ofMrs. Genevieve Pynchon 
put a paid political advertisement in the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News in which 
Mrs. Pynchon stated that the charges 
against her were unfair. She emphati
cally denied that she favored a wide open 
townY 

The Fort Lauderdale Daily News re
sponded to the circular in a furious man
ner, attacking it as a "Scandal Sheet" and 
calling its anonymous author a "Charac
ter Assassin." Then the Daily News did 
some investigative work and traced the 
authorship to O.D. Stiles of Hollywood, 
the publisher of the Fort Lauderdale Shop
per. R.H. Gore made an issue of the fact 
that the circular did not carry a union 
label.42 Distribution of the circular was 
traced to Mrs. Lelah Losey, and she pro
duced an affidavit which follows: 

AFFIDAVIT 

Before me a Notary Public in and 
for Broward County, State of Flor
ida, there appeared Mrs. Lelah 
Losey, who after being duly sworn, 
deposed and said: 

On Saturday morning the circu
lars in question were left at my 
house for distribution. I was not at 
home at the time, but my daughter 
took the circulars and three dollars 
as part payment for their distribu
tion. My daughter told me that they 
had been left by Mr. O.D. Stiles, for 
whom I regularly distribute a weekly 

circular. My daughter is acquainted 
with Mr. Si;iles. 

My son told me there were some 
"hot things" in the circular and said 
I had better show them to someone 
in authority before distributing 
them. I took a copy of the circular to 
Chief of Police Kaiser, and Mr. 
Kaiser told me there was nothing 
illegal in the circular and it would 
be all right for me to distribute them. 

I met Commissioner Taul on the 
street after I had shown the circular 
to Mr. Kaiser. I told Mr. Taul that I 
had undertaken to distribute circu
lars in which his name was men
tioned and I told him that he ought 
to see it. 

I had no intention of distributing 
anything that might cause anyone 
any trouble. 

LELAH LOSEY 

Sworn to before me this 25th day of 
October 1937. 
Marguerite K. Armbrust 
My commission expires 5-9-39.43 

The controversial city election was held 
on October 25, and the results were re
vealing. For Joel M. Taul, Frank J . Nor
ton, and Will J. Reed, the three incum
bent commissioners, it was a crushing 
defeat. They finished seventh, ninth, and 
tenth, respectively. This was the first 
election since the city commission form of 
government was established in 1925 that 
not a single incumbent commissioner was 
returned to office. Needham and Hortt 
returned to office, after an absence of two 



years, finishing third and fourth, respec
tively. Thomas B. Manuel and John H. 
Durham, the two challengers not involved 
in the anti-incumbent rhetoric, finished 
first and second respectively. Obviously, 
Manuel and Durham received votes from 
both factions, so their strategy paid off 
politically. Mrs. Pynchon finished in fifth 
place, thus becoming the first woman to 
be elected to the Fort Lauderdale City 
Commission. 

The five anti-incumbent candidates fin
ished third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and eighth, 
with the complete returns as follows: 

1. Thomas B. Manuel 1,507 
2. John H. Durham 1,437 
3. John W. Needham 1,410 
4. M.A. Hortt 1,348 
5. Mrs. Genevieve Pynchon 1,232 
6. H.J. Newsham 1,097 
7. Joel M. Tau! 777 
8. E.H. Hart 761 
9. Frank J. Norton 708 

10. Will J. Reed 50744 

The political broom swept clean. An 
entirely new city commission was sworn 
into office and quickly chose Thomas B. 
Manuel as mayor and John H. Durham as 
vice mayor. The new commission then 
proceeded to make a clean sweep of the 
top city positions by means of mass fir
ings. City Manager Albert Merrill was 
ousted and replaced by John K. (Old Man) 
Huey, a former commission candidate and 
long-time city functionary who had served 
in various city positions during previous 
administrations. City Auditor and Clerk 
J.A. Warren, a former Broward County 
tax collector, was fired and replaced by 
Mrs. Florence Hardy. Chief ofPolice John 
Kaiser was fired and replaced by R.B. 
McDonald, who had previous law enforce
ment experience. Fire Chief John Cody 
was replaced by Jerry Carter, who had 
previously held that office. The twenty
five-year-old municipal judge, Edward 
Heimburger, who was prominent in the 
local Elks Lodge, was fired, but the corn
mission managed to pacify the Elks by 
appointing A.L. McMillan, who was also 
very prominent in that lodge, to the posi
tion. City Recreation Director Ernst 
Bratzel was removed by means of aboli
tion of the recreation position. Also slated 
for the "ax" was City Attorney George W. 
English, Jr., who had held tha t position 
for nine years. But English was tempor
arily retained until current city legal work 
could be completed. This "current legal 
work" was not completed until 1939, at 
which point English resigned. Also tar
geted for ouster was the long-t ime man
ager of the Las Olas Casino and very 
successful swimming coach, the vener-
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Thomas B. Manuel. 

John H. Durham. 
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able Al Gordon, who had held that posi
tion since the opening of the Casino in 
1928, and who had served during four city 
administrations. But Gordon was pro
tected by contract and managed to hold on 
to his position until 1938.45 

The new city administration also dealt 
with the budget in a "meat ax" manner. 
Property assessments were reduced by 
ten percent, and the city work force was 
reduced by mass firings. However, as so 
often happened in the Fort Lauderdale of 
that era, the commission soon accumu
lated more than its share of critics. Hartt 
had a falling out with Gore, as had been 
predicted by the infamous election-time 
circular, retained his existing enemies, 
and acquired new ones. John H. Durham 
soon lost his popularity, and it became 
evident that John W. Needham's political 
days were numbered. 

In the 1939 election, Needham did not 
seek reelection, and Hartt suffered a crush
ing defeat, finishing fifteenth in a field of 
eighteen candidates, with 343 votes. He 
never again sought public office. John H. 
Durham finished seventh in the primary 
and eighth in the general election. He 
lived in retirement until his death in 
1946. Thomas B. Manuel and Mrs. 
Genevieve Pynchon were the only incum
bents reelected in 1939. However, since 
he finished fifth, Manuel had to settle for 
being one of the commissioners rather 
than serving as mayor. In 1940, he was 
called into active duty by the army and 
resigned as city commissioner. He served 
in combat in the Pacific theater during 
World War II. In 1946 Manuel returned to 
the political field as an unsuccessful can
didate for a place in the Florida Senate. 
During the 1950s he served as chairman 
of the Florida Turnpike Commission under 
Governors Dan McCarty and Leroy 
Collins. 'He died in 1987 at the age of 
eighty-eight. Mrs. Pynchon did not run 
for reelection in 1941. She died in 1943. 
The city election of 1939 sent one message 
that was both loud and clear- the era of 
Hortt and Needham was over. 46 

The other figures involved in the ran
corous 1937 election had varied futures as 
well. B.V. Pace, one of the two incumbent 
commissioners who did not seek reelec
tion in 1937, died the following year. Mayor 
Lewis E. Moore, who also declined to seek 
another term, waged an unsuccessful 
campaign for congress in 1938. He re
turned to city government as mayor
commissioner from 1939 to 1941, and again 
from 1951 to 1953. However, twelve years 
later, Moore "went to the well" once too 
often and made an unsuccessful attempt 
to return to the commission. He died in 
1985. The commissioners that R.H. Gore 

labeled "The Big Three" encountered 
various fates. The colorful Will J . Reed 
made several unsuccessful efforts to re
turn to the commission and never again 
held elective public office. He remained a 
conspicuous figure in Fort Lauderdale 
until his death in 1944. Frank J. Norton, 
well along in years at the time of his 1937 
defeat, remained in retirement. Joel M. 
Taul returned to the city commission from 
1941 to 1947, and again from 1949 to 
1953. He died in 1964. 

Robert H. Gore continued his aggres
sive editorial policies. His personal feuds 
with public figures became legendary, and 
his numerous investments in Broward 
County real estate continued to increase 
his already substantial fortune. Gore sold 
the Fort Lauderdale Daily News to the 
Chicago Tribune interests in 1963, but 
remained a powerful figure in Broward 
County until his death in 1972. 

The 1937 city election was significant 
for several reasons. It was the first time 

that R.H. Gore took an active and aggres
sive interest in city politics. It was also 
the first election in which not a single 
incumbent city commissioner was 
reelected. Finally, this election demon
strated once and for all that the system 
which did not allow candidates to cam
paign in the normal political manner was 
not workable. The Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News, the Fort Lauderdale Shopper, the 
eleventh hour circular, and others could 
write or say anything that they chose 
about and against any candidate, yet the 
offended candidate was unable to make 
an adequate response, having to rely upon 
"friends" for any defense in their behalf. 
Eventually, the rules would be changed to 
conform with reality. Only then could 
candidates for city office campaign in the 
normal manner. In the meantime, Fort 
Lauderdale city politics provided a unique 
and lively spectacle, as strikingly demon
strated by the election of 1937 and the 
involvement ofthe Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News. 

"WE THE NEWLY ELECTED 

MEMBERS 
of the 

City 
Commission 

Take This Means Of 
Extending 

OUR THANKS· 
TO THE VOTERS 

of the 
CITY OF FT. LAUDERDALE 

/ for the 
CONFIDENCE THEY HAVE PLACED IN US 

THOMAS B. MANUEL 
J. H. (Senator l DURHAM 
JOHN W. NEEDHAM 
M.A. HORTT 
GENEVIEVE PYNCHON 
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figure in Fort Lauderdale for thirty-four years, 
and was active in civic, fraternal , and sports 
activities. The late Broward County Historian Dr. 
Cooper C. Kirk (1920-1989) has related that Reed 
coached a town baseball team on which Dr. Kirk 
participated during the 1930s. 

11. Weidling and Burghard, Checkered Sunshine, 
279-281, contains the names of the Fort Lauder
dale mayors during the town's formative years. 
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United States Corps of Engineers and worked on 
Mississippi River projects. He was a member of 
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Ivy Julia Cromartie 

PHILANTHROPIST AND INSPIRATION 

''Women will love her, that she is a woman, 
"More worth than any man: 
"Men that she is the rarest of all women." 

- Shakespeare, A Winter's Tale 1 

Ivy Julia Cromartie Stranahan was 
an early Broward County pioneer and an 
unusual person deeply involved in and 
dedicated to improving the lives and 
living conditions of other humans. Her 
biographer, August Burghard, describes 
her as "Thoughtful, positive, argumen
tative." She felt deeply for those who were 
underprivileged or downtrodden, and she 
worked to improve their lives, convincing 
others to assist. Her concern brought a 
significant change for the better in the 
lives of many citizens of her adopted 
hometown, Fort Lauderdale. Not only in 
her lifetime, but in years afterwards, 
people in Fort Lauderdale-Seminole 
Indians, disenfranchised women, the 
needy, blacks, older persons, children, 
and many others-benefited and will 
continue to benefit from institutions 
she founded and ways of thinking she 
inspired. 

Mrs. Stranahan's interests did not 

by MARY McGREEVY 

stop at people. Probably the area's first 
ecologist, she grew many varieties of flow
ers and vegetables and was an important 
member of the Garden Club. At one state 
garden show, she had a rose named in her 
honor. Deeply appreciative of the natural 
environment, she opposed the building of 
waterways and other construction that 
threatened to destroy the marvelous fish
ing in New River, on which her home was 
built. She was an early member of the 
Broward Audubon Society, and opposed 
the killing of birds to market their feath
ers, even though her husband had traded 
manufactured goods for pelts, bird plumes, 
and alligator hides with the Seminole 
Indians during his early years in Fort 
Lauderdale. She also helped the Federa
tion of Woman's Clubs in their efforts to 
preserve the ecology of Florida by setting 
aside some of the land that eventually 
became part of the Everglades National 
Park-Royal Palm Island-as a state park. 
She was an inspector of that area for the 
woman's clubs for many years. 

Anyone who knows about Ivy 
Stranahan's life and activities can find 
inspiration and courage in her battle to 

preserve native plants and animals in 
their natural habitat, a habitat which, in 
Broward County, has seen enormous 
destruction since the early years of this 

Ivy Stranahan's enduring fame 
as a leading Fort Lauderdale pio
neer is due as much to her long life of 
community and public service as to 
her early arrival or her position as 
the settlement's first schoolteacher. 

This article, outlining Mrs. Stra
nahan's many achievements, contri
butions, awards, and honors, was 
prepared for the Broward County 
Women's History Coalition in their 
nomination of Mrs. Stranahan to the 
National Women's Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Mary McGreevy, author of this 
article, is the founder and executive 
director of the Dora Achenbach 
McGreevy Poetry Foundation, Inc., 
and a member of the Broward County 
Women's History Coalition and sev
eral other civic organizations. 
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century, when the State of Florida began 
dredging the North New River Canal: 

The rock ledges of the north 
and south branches [of New River] 
were dynamited as the dredges 
worked their way through rock to 
muck westward. The first humus
laden dark water began to creep un
noticed down the clear current of 
the lovely river, staining the bright 
white bottom sands.2 

Mrs. Stranahan also worried about 
the effects on the New River when the 
Federal Highway tunnel was constructed 
beneath it between 1958 and 1960. "I 
resent such modern improvement as the 
Federal Highway Tunnel," she said, "But 
I think I have adapted well to the new 
civilization. "3 

Although she conceded that the City 
of Fort Lauderdale lost much of its natu
ral beauty to development, she also hoped 
that the new residents would "take up an 
interest in their gardens that makes up 
for · some of lost nature."4 One of the 
bo'.lgainvilleas at her home is now about 
eighty years old, and is still growing very 
strong, much like a tree, reaching up to 
the second story of the house, where its 
bright, purple blossoms, brilliant in the 

sun, are reminders that she was a 
strong-willed person who overcame many 
difficulties and bloomed in the commu
nity. 

While recognizing the destructive 
forces of civilization, Mrs. Stranahan 
also believed that communities contain 

structures to implement cures and im
provements for the social ills that occur in 
their formation.· Some of the organiza
tions that work toward these ends are 
often women's service clubs and associa
tions that demand not only dues and con
tributions from their members, but also 
volunteer work, planning, education, and 
communication. In many of these organi
zations, Ivy Stranahan stood as a 
founder, a pioneer, a dauntless lobbyist, 
a courageous speaker, a very hard worker, 
and an enthusiastic promoter. Few have 
or ever will equal her efforts. Throughout 
her long life, she continued to be an active 
member of many of the organizations she 
helped found, often serving as an officer 
or trustee in them. It is impossible in an 
article of this scope to catalog her numer
ous memberships and activities; it would 
be harder still to record all the honors she 
received over her lifetime. 

Among the most prominent and most 
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important service clubs that Mrs. 
Stranahan helped found was the Fort 
Lauderdale Woman's Club, that town's 
first women's organization. The Woman's 
Club was organized in 1911, at the same 
time that the men were establishing a 
board of trade in order to plan the incorpo
ration of the town. Thus, the women 
worked side by side with the men, at one 
in their goal to form a unique and clean 
community with high aspirations. The 
first task undertaken by the Fort Lauder
dale Woman's Club, which was originally 
called the Ladies' Civic Improvement 
Society, was the development of means of 
collecting and removing trash. To this 
day, Fort Lauderdale has a reputation of 
being a clean city where residents are 
concerned with the upkeep and appear
ance of their property. It was during Mrs. 
Stranahan's administration as president 
of the society, in 1913, that its name was 
changed to the Fort Lauderdale Woman's 
Club. The following year, she and her 
husband donated to the club a piece of 
property on the corner of Andrews Ave
nue and Park Street, which is now known 
as Stranahan Park. The Woman's Club 
began collecting money for a permanent 
building on the site. The building was 
completed in 1917. 

On its fifty-second anniversary in 
1963, the Woman's Club honored its past 
presidents, including Mrs. Stranahan, 
noting that she had been a founder and 
charter member as well as a president of 
the club. During those years, she had also 
worked actively on most of the club's 
projects, including the founding of the 
library in 1914, canning, cemetery im
provement, World War I activities, educa
tion, fund-raising, emergency shelter, tree 
planting, the naming of Port Everglades, 
staging weekly concerts in Stranahan 
Park, hospital work, selling bonds during 
World War II, projects to help the men
tally handicapped, civil defense, Easter 
Seals, and many more. 

Another organization in which Mrs. 
Stranahan was extremely active was the 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, Inc., 
which now maintains her papers, photo
graphs, and other effects in their archives. 
She helped found the historical society in 
1962, served many years as a trustee, and 
inaugurated a trust fund for its benefit 
from her personal money. 

Although her husband, who came to 
the New River in 1893, is usually ac
claimed as the first resident of modern 
Fort Lauderdale, both the Stranahans 
were instrumental in establishing the com
munity. In 1899, the handful of residents 
in the area, several of whom had come to 
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Fort Lauderdale's first schoolhouse, 1899 
(courtesy Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

fann after the Florida East Coast Rail
way was completed between Palm Beach 
and Miami three years earlier, petitioned 
the school board of Dade County, of which 
today's Broward County was then a part, 
for a school and a teacher. Ivy Julia Cro
martie of Lemon City, who had studied to 
be a schoolteacher and had recently passed 
her exams, was hired for the job. Edwin 
Thomas King built the one-room school
house for the original class of fourteen 
pupils, and Miss Cromartie lived with his 
family that first year, beginning in Sep
tember 1899, walking over one mile to 
school each morning over a virtual nature 
trail populated with wildlife. 

One year later, Ivy Cromartie mar
ried Frank Stranahan, the proprietor of 
the local trading post. It was for his bride 
that he built the Stranahan House in 
1902. From this sturdy structure of 
Dade County pine, and later from a 

commercial building near the railroad 
tracks in Fort Lauderdale's rapidly grow
ing downtown, Stranahan operated a 
trading post, store, and post office, and 
also served as Fort Lauderdale's first 
banker. Mrs. Stranahan has often been 
called "The First Lady of Fort Lauder
dale." 

As she helped her husband at the 
trading post, the new Mrs. Stranahan 
had frequent contacts with the Semi
nole Indians, who, in those early years, 
fanned the foundation of the post's mar
ket-bringing in skins to exchange for dry 
goods, calico, traps, and ammunition. Mrs. 
Stranahan gathered the Indian children 
around her and taught them the rudi
ments of reading and writing, as well as 

instructing them in the Christian faith 
and advising them to pursue further 
education. She also helped the tribe settle 
disputes with the federal government. In 
1924 government officials asked her to 
help persuade the Indians camping in the 
rapidly growing southeast Florida towns 
to move onto a reservation established for 
them just west of Hollywood. She invited 
mistrustful Seminole leaders to inspect 
the reservation property and drove them 
there to see it. The local Indian agent 
provided the Seminoles with materials to 
build their own houses, and paid them 
for their labor, while Mrs. Stranahan 
supervised the details of the major move, 
assuring the Indians that the govern
ment would keep "its word" to them and 
honor them on their own reservation and 
homesite. On occasions when the govern
ment failed to live up to its promises, she 
tirelessly pleaded the Indians' cause with 
officials both in Florida and in Washing
ton. Usually, she was able to get the 
problem settled to the satisfaction of the 
tribe, and, at one point, received a scroll 
from the Federal Bureau oflndian Affairs 
in recognition of her accomplishments in 
bettering Seminole-white relations. She 
spent over fifty years working. with the 
Indians, and was one of the founders of an 
active and important organization, the 
"Friends of the Seminoles." 

Had Mrs. Stranahan worked only with 
the Indians, she would have been impor
tant to Florida and American history. 
However, her interests, accomplishments, 
and concern for others covered many areas 
and activities besides being a true "friend 
of the Seminoles." She helped black people 

in their struggle for a better standard of 
living, served as county welfare chair
man, and assisted in the founding of 
Broward County's first black hospital. 

She and her husband also helped 
found Fort Lauderdale Memorial Hospi
tal, and donated the ground on which that 
facility was built. This hospital served the 
community in the 1920s and '30s. Mr. 
Stranahan was treated there for exhaus
tion and nervousness shortly before he 
committed suicide, in May 1929, by tying 
an iron weight on one ofhis feet andjump
ing into the New River in the rear of his 
home at a spot that was approximately 
twenty-five feet deep. He knew the waters 
well, and had been a ferryman on this 
very spot some thirty years earlier. 

Mrs. Stranahan overcame her grief 
to continue to work for community causes 
in an outstanding manner. With her hus
band gone and the local economy left a 
shambles by the collapse of the Florida 
land boom and the onset of the Great 
Depression, she ran her substantial home, 
where she and her husband had once 
hosted many community parties and 
dances, as a guest house. She eventually 
leased the bottom floor for a restaurant, 
and a large extension was added for that 
purpose. After her death, the house was 
acquired by the Fort Lauderdale Histor
ical Society. It then passed to the Friends 
of the Stranahan House, Inc., which re
stored it to its 1913-1915 appearance. 
Today it is Fort Lauderdale's oldest docu
mented building, and is operated as a 
historical monument and museum, contin
uing to serve the community by providing 
insight into how the pioneers lived and 
what activities occupied their energies 
along the trade route of the New River. 

Both Stranahans were unstinting in 
giving of themselves, money, resources, 
and time to the Fort Lauderdale commu
nity. A center for civic and cultural life 
located in the heart of the city's down
town, Stranahan Park remains the site of 
the Woman's Club, as well as the modern, 
eight-floor, glass-encased Broward County 
Main Library, which offers the latest in 
computer cataloging, video tapes and 
records, and research volumes of import. 
Stranahan Park is a fitting place for this 
impressive building, since the Woman's 
Club established the town's first public 
library in 1914. Looking out of the glass 
expanse from one ofthe upper floors of the 
library at the tiny Woman's Club build
ing, one cannot help but marvel that 
seventy-eight years are squeezed into one 
capsule of time. Surrounded by the 
modern technology of the late twentieth 
century, it is hard not to wonder what 
time it is inside the historic building 
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which boasted the top civilities of formal 
dining in the area-china, crystal, and a 
lace tablecloth. 

The restored Stranahan House, 1984. 

Ivy Stranahan lobbied her govern
ment for many causes, and for her efforts 
received many awards. The Rosicrucians 
hpnored her as a humanist in 1965. In 
1968, she received an honorary degree 
from Drake College of Fort Lauderdale 
for her unselfish efforts on behalf of 
education in the State of Florida. That 
same year, Florida Governor Claude Kirk 
declared February 18 "Mrs. Stranahan 
Day," to be celebrated across the state. 
The American Red Cross honored her for 
her many years of volunteer service in 
1958. Pine Crest School appointed her a 
member of their board of trustees from 
1966 to 1967. Today, Pine Crest is one of 
the leading prep schools in the nation. In 
1968, she was awarded a certification of 
recognition from Stewart Udall, United 
States Secretary of the Interior and one of 
the nation's leading environmentalists, 
for her work with the Seminole Indians. 
Although her only professional certifica
tion was as a teacher in 1899, Mrs. 
Stranahan continued to educate herself 
and keep up with events and issues that 
interested her. In what would today be 
called "continuing education," she took 
courses in home economics and American 
government from the University of Flor
ida-Florida State College for Women 
General Extension Division. 

below, and to reflect that: 
Time present and time past 

Are both perhaps present 
in time future, 

And time future contained 
in time past. 5 

Today, women are still using 

the building, planning for a better, more 
enlightened, and more welcoming com
munity. 

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Soci
ety is in the process of installing a bronze 
plaque honoring Mrs. Stranahan on a 
"Walkway of Fame" in Stranahan Park. 
Spaced across the steps of this park from 
Broward Boulevard to the west entrance 
of the library, these plaques bear testi
mony to the fame, fortune, and accom
plishments of Broward leaders of long 
ago. 

As befits a former schoolteacher, many 
of Mrs. Stranahan's efforts were directed 
at children. She helped found and worked 
for many years at the Children's Home, 
being honored with a plaque for these 
efforts in 1966. She was further honored 
for her place in history as Fort Lauder
dale's first schoolteacher when Stranahan 
High School was built and named for her 
and her husband. The students there 
dedicated their first yearbook to her, 
writing about her life and printing 
pictures of her through the years. 

As her services as county welfare 
chairman illustrate, Mrs. Stranahan 
worked for many years to help the poor. 
Well-acquainted with their plight, she 
lobbied strenuously for the passage of the 
Homestead Exemption Act in 1933. In a 

speech supporting the act, she stated that, 
while education and other concerns were 
of vital importance, citizens first had to 

have homes. That a home serving all the 
needs of its owner was a top priority for 
Ivy Stranahan is evident today at the 
Stranahan House. At the rear entrance to 
the house is a restored office, indicative of 
the building's public functions as a 
trading post, bank, post office, and center 
of business activities. In another section 
of the house is a cozy and comfortable 
living room which was used for relaxation 
and to host guests and parties. During 
Fort Lauderdale's rugged pioneer period 
in the early years of the century, it was 
considered an honor to dine with Mrs. 
Stranahan in her lovely dining room, 

For Mrs. Stranahan, as well as for 
many other women ofher time, one of the 
most important causes was suffrage. Much 
activity on behalf of this cause was handled 
by the Woman's Clubs, which joined 
together in the Florida Federation of 
Woman's Clubs (FFWC) to sponsor suf-

Fort Lauderdale Woman's Club building in Stranahan Park, 1920. 
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frage on a statewide level. In 1913 
representatives of the FFWC formed a 
separate organization, the Florida Equal 
Suffrage Association (FESA). In 1917 Mrs. 
Stranahan served as president of this 
new group. In this capacity, she tried to 
get the National Women's Party to help 
the FESA organize for suffrage, but was 
unsuccessful. The Woman's Clubs proved 
to be better organized than the FESA, and 
Mrs. Stranahan believed that they were 
therefore better suited for the arduous 
political battle necessary to obtain 
woman's suffrage. 

When World War I began, Mrs. 
Stranahan urged all suffragettes to buy 
Liberty Bonds, but, in general, suffrage 
organizations did not become involved in 
community service. Their most impor
tant tasks were holding meetings, pre
senting lectures, and influencing congress
men, senators, and legislators. In 1918, 
after her term as FESA president ended, 
Mrs. Stranahan became first vice presi
dent of the organization and continued 
her work for the suffrage cause until the 
Nineteenth Amendment was ratified in 
1920. 

Ivy Stranahan believed in people and 
wanted to help them gain the best they 
could in life. People, in turn, were grateful 
to her and learned to believe in the future 
and in the improvement of the human 
race. A large part of that future depended 
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on further economic development, but to 
this goal Mrs. Stranahan added the di
mensions of preservation of nature, educa
tion, political reform, and improvement of 
living conditions, and she did so with 
enlightened humanism and dedication. 

Although she took a keen interest in 
issues of national and state importance, 
Mrs. Stranahan had a real stake in the 
civic improvement of Fort Lauderdale. As 
a business person and community leader, 
she was named one of the first mem
bers of the city's planning and zoning 
board. In this capacity, she did much of 
the planning for Andrews Avenue, which, 
in the 1920s, became downtown Fort 
Lauderdale's main artery, and for Las 
Olas Boulevard, which runs from the down
town eastward, through what were once 
mangrove marshes and are today luxuri
ous waterfront subdivisions, to a lovely, 
high, breezy beach, the pride of Fort Lau
derdale. For centuries, as people sailed 
along the coast or visited the uninhabited 
wilderness region, this beautiful stretch 
of beach caught their attention. In 1839, 
the third of three Seminole War military 
installations named Fort Lauder-dale was 
constructed on this site. In the late nine
teenth century, a government house of 
refuge for shipwreck victims was located 
there. Before a bridge was built over the 
waterway that separated this beach sec
tion from the small town of Fort Lauder-

dale in 1917, the young Stranahans and 
many of their friends often came to this 
spot for picnics and beach parties. Some
times they would spend the night at the 

· House of Refuge. The Coast Guard estab
lished a base on the site during the 1920s, 
and today, Bahia Mar, a lovely hotel and 
yachting center, occupies this location. 
Much has changed since the Stranahans 
first pioneered here, but many ofthe causes 
they supported are still of utmost impor
tance in many people's minds-the con
servation of nature, the preservation of 
wildlife, the preservation of old buildings 
and historical sites, the teaching of his
tory, good government, and keeping a 
clean, prosperous, welcoming town envi
ronment. 

Endnotes 

1. This was quoted at Mrs. Stranahan's funeral by 
speaker August Burghard. 

2. Mazjory Stoneman Douglas, The Everglades: River 
of Grass (Sarasota: Pineapple Press, revised ed., 
1988), 314. 

3. Anne Fries, "'First Lady' of Ft. Lauderdale Is 
Proud of Her City's Progress," Fort Lauderdale 
News, June 23, 1957. 

4. Ibid. 
5. T.S. Eliot, "Four Quartets," in Collected Poems, 

1909-1962 (N.Y.: Harcourt Brace Janovich, 1964). 
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The year was 1949, and I was ten years 
old. Fort Lauderdale was still a sleepy 
seaside town that tourists came to and 
played in during the winter. It had always 
seemed to me that during the summer you 
could fire a shotgun down Broward Boule
vard and not hit anything; at least I al
ways wanted to try, especially after see
ing a Randolph Scott movie at the old 
Sunset Theater. The Sunset Theater sat 
on Andrews Avenue at the end ofEast Las 
Olas Boulevard, in the very heart of 
downtown Fort Lauderdale. It cost nine 
cents to go to the Sunset Theater; after six 
p.m., the price went all the way up to 
fourteen cents. 

Next door to me lived a kid my age 
named Bobby Lee. We lived just off East 
Sunrise Boulevard, which, in those days, 
was a two-lane road that snakes still 
crawled across and most folks still called 
Tenth Street. The Gateway Shopping 
Center was in the future, its location still 
occupied by the remnants of what, only a 
few years earlier, had been the Clyde 
Beatty Zoo. 

Bobby Lee, like me, was a freckle-faced 
cracker kid. I think, in looking back, that 
he had much more nerve than I did. For 
instance, he was the one who came up 
with the idea of breaking into the old 
Alamo nightclub. The truth is, when he 
talked about it I was scared, but I didn't 
want to let him know it. 

The Alamo was located south of where 
the Gateway Theater now stands. It was 
rumored to have been a gambling play
ground for gangsters back in the '30s. By 

by BRYAN BROOKS 

the late '40s it stood alone behind a swamp 
where the animals from the Clyde Beatty 
Zoo had played. That was all light years 
before some fool invented condominiums, 
which stand there today. 

Bobby Lee kept talking about breaking 
into the old building. It seemed like he 
was always daring me to follow him on his 
dangerous childhood adventures. Finally, 
because I was more afraid of what he 
would tell the other kids if I didn't go, I 
agreed. We got onto our Schwinn bikes 
and headed solemnly toward our destiny. 

A stairway led up to the second floor of 
the Alamo, where a window offered a way 
inside. The Alamo stood there all alone, 
quiet and out of the way beside the swamp. 
It was spooky. There was nothing in the 
surrounding area except palmettoes, 
sandspurs, pine trees, and white sugar 
sand. Today, the sugar sand is all gone, 
buried beneath concrete, condominiums, 
and elegant sod. 

Without hesitation, Bobby Lee started 
up the stairway. I was scared to death, but 
I was more afraid not to follow him. At the 
top of the stairway, he was able to pry the 
window open as though he had been doing 
this his whole life. Quickly, he slipped 
inside. Although I was near panic, I fol
lowed, pushing my little form through the 
window. 

The room was dark, but somehow we 
were able to find our way down an inside 
stairway to what had once been a bar and 
pool room. There were pool balls still on 
the table. I remember taking one of them 
with me. It was my plunder; having it, I 
would be able to prove to the other kids 
that I really did have the raw courage to 
sneak into the Alamo. 

God knows how long this room had been 
sitting in the dark, or how many sins had 
probably been committed there. The ghosts 
of Al Capone and his henchmen seemed 
everywhere. Finally, convincing ourselves 

In this autobiographical article, author Bryan Brooks combines lighthearted 
memories of his Fort Lauderdale childhood with more somber reflections on the 
destruction of a beloved way of life by rapid population growth and over
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a former policeman and dive shop owner currently working as a free-lance writer. 
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of the not-so-distant past. 



View northward toward Sunrise Boulevard, c. 1950, showing Gateway Theater 
under construction (center) and new residential subdivisions. A small patch 
of woods still surrounds the old Alamo Club at bottom left. 

that we had conquered the Alamo, we left, 
our manhood intact. 

Not long after this adventure, we got 
guns. All redblooded men had guns, or at 
least in 1949 we thought so. The Lone 
Ranger had a gun, and so did Wild Bill 
Hickock and Lash Larue. They always 
had those neat-looking Winchesters in 
saddle holsters, and we longed for the day 
when we could carry Winchesters of our 
own. The next thing I knew, Bobby Lee 
had a brand new Daisy Red Ryder BB gun 
that looked pretty much like a Winches
ter. And the next thing my mother knew, 
I had conned her into getting me one too. 

But what was there to shoot at? The 
Indians all lived on reservations, even 
back in 1949. It would be a long time 
before either one of us realized that maybe 
the Indians were the good guys and that 
our ancestors might have been the bad 
guys, doing some highly questionable 
things, like breaking just about every 
treaty ever signed with the Indians. But 
such ideas were the enlightenment of the 
future. In 1949 I was ten, and, together 
with my pretend Winchester, I was look
ing for action. 

Bobby Lee had the answer-birds. We 
would shoot birds. In our children's minds 
they became the enemy. In later years I 
would "wimp out" and become an environ
mentalist, shuddering, even now, at my 
childhood mind set. But then I wanted to 
do what I thought every real man does
shoot something. 

Every Red Ryder BB gun could handle 
fifty or sixty BBs. But I soon learned that 
accuracy was something else. We must 
have hunted our neighborhood to death 

before we shot the first bird. 
The streets in our neighborhood had all 

been laid out, but at that time there were 
very few houses on those blocks. Bobby 
Lee's family and mine had the only houses 
standing in our area except the big, white 
stucco house on the corner. That house 
belonged to the Chief Deputy Sheriff of 
Broward County, Bob Clark, and we were 
afraid of him. Years later I would hear 
and read all kinds of things about his 
controversial career. The rest of the lots 
were covered with palmettoes, sandspurs, 
and sugar sand, with an occasional pine 
tree. 

Just when I thought shooting BBs wasn't 
going to be any fun after all, Bobby Lee 
came up with a mission-shooting wood
peckers. He said that the Florida Power 
and Light Company in downtown Fort 
Lauderdale would pay us one dollar for 
every woodpecker we shot. It seemed, he 
explained, that woodpeckers were destroy
ing the wooden power poles that the elec
trical lines were strung across. To hear 
him talk, by shooting woodpeckers we 
would be serving mankind, making life 
better for our fellow Americans. 

I conjured up all kinds of fantasies. I 
would be rich. Contrary to what other 
little boys would say about girls, I AL
WAYS liked girls. With all my money, I 
would be their hero. I could afford to take 
them with me to the Sunset Theater for 
the rest of my life. In those days, the 
power company business office was lo
cated next door to the Sunset Theater, an 
arrangement I thought was extremely 
convenient. There was even a malt shop 
on the other side of the theater. I knew 
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then that there was a God, and He lived in 
Fort Lauderdale. 

So, on Saturday mornings we would 
crawl out of our beds, our trusty Red 
Ryder BB guns in our hands, and hunt. It 
took a long time, but finally-sadly-! 
shot a woodpecker. This was on Saturday. 
Suddenly I was faced with a problem. 
What would I do with the poor wood
pecker until Monday when Florida Power 
and Light opened for cash business? 

I quickly came up with a solution. I 
snuck the woodpecker into our refrigera
tor, hiding it in the freezer section in a 
brown bag so my mother wouldn't see it. I 
remember walking around that whole 
weekend with a swagger, a manly walk. I 
was earning money by shooting some
thing; I was "Man, the hunter." 

However, on Monday morning I had to 
make another decision. What to do with 
my woodpecker while I was in school? I 
decided to smuggle it into school with me 
inside of a shoe box. I went to school at St. 
Anthony's, which was located then, asitis 
today, on the corner of Northeast Second 
Street and Northeast Eighth Avenue. In 
those days it was a combination high 
school and grade school. Today it serves 
solely as a grade school. 

My teacher was a Dominican nun named 
Sister Elise. She was very tall and very 
stern and hardly ever smiled. But some
how I made up my mind to get through 
this day and become rich. My dreams 
almost ended for me that afternoon in 
school when Sister Elise caught me look
ing at the box underneath my desk. She 
quickly grabbed the box and looked in
side. I thought her glasses would fall off. 

Without thinking, I blurted out, "Sis
ter, I'm workin' for the Florida Power and 
Light Company. Woodpeckers hurt the 
power poles, ya know. I gotta turn this 

Advertisement for the 
Sunset Theater. 
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St. Anthony's Catholic School, late 1940s. 

bird in after school." 
Heaven knows why she believed that; 

perhaps she was in shock. I remember the 
other kids smirking at me as she yelled, 
"You, Mr. Brooks, get that thing out of my 
classroom!" I ran outside and tucked the 
shoe box under the portable classroom, 
happy that I had not been separated from 
my prize. 

After school I got on my bike and ped
aled downtown. This particular Monday 
seemed to be a busy day in the Florida 
Power and Light Company office, and 
there was a long line. With my shoe box 
tucked under my arm, I waited patiently 
in that line. There I was, a child holding a 
shoe box with a dead woodpecker inside it, 
waiting in line with all of the adults who 
were there to pay their light bills. Some
how, at that moment, I felt very adult 
myself. In a few minutes I had managed to 
work my way to the front of the line. When 
my turn came, the lady behind the counter 
could hardly see me because I was so 
little. Then, bravely, I opened the box and 
plunked the dead woodpecker onto the 
counter. 

For the rest of my life, I'll remember the 
look on her face - pure terror. Before I 
could say a word, she screamed. I tried to 
explain that I was free-lancing as a bounty 
hunter for the Florida Power and Light 
Company, but she never stopped scream
ing. In the midst of all of this screaming, 
I remember bravely asking her for my 
dollar. 

The next thing I remember, a man who 
worked for the Florida Power and Light 
Company was leading me and my shoe 
box and my woodpecker outside. The door 
was quickly shut, and I was alone and 

broke, standing outside on Andrews Ave
nue, a precious few feet from that child
hood kingdom known as the Sunset Thea
ter. 

There was a certain childhood inno
cence that was lost on that day. I remem
ber hating Bobby Lee, who laughed when 
I told him what had happened. My mother 
found out about my misadventure and 
nearly killed me. These were the days 
before Dr. Spock, and I considered myself 
lucky to be alive. Happily for me, Sister 
Elise never mentioned anything about a 
woodpecker again, and I never brought 
another shoe box to school. 

The years quickly passed. Bobby Lee 
and I grew up and quickly moved into 
adulthood, launching careers in different 
parts of the world. The old Sunset Theater 
was torn down as downtown Fort Lauder
dale, much like other downtowns in other 
cities, began to disintegrate. The post
World War II flight to suburbia was in 
motion. The Gateway Shopping Center 
was Fort Lauderdale's first large subur
ban shopping center; others soon followed. 
Then, through yuppie evolution, large 
shopping malls appeared and multiplied 
in south Florida. 

The mangroves off East Sunrise on 
Middle River, where Bobby Lee and I 
fished for snook at dawn, disappeared. 
Our fishing hole had been close to the 
Alamo, and, with the woodpeckers and 
sugar sand, had a special meaning for two 
cracker children. 

The magical island on East Las Olas 
Boulevard was dredged away forever. This 
island had been another special place for 
Bobby Lee and me, a watershed, child
hood place to cast small, yellow feathers 

across the dark, exploding waters on hot 
Florida summer nights, and fight for tar
pon. When I returned from duty in the 
Navy, it had all simply disappeared. 

The Fort Lauderdale I grew up in 
changed forever as more and more people 
came here. It seemed to me that the more 
people who came here, the more they 
brought with them the very things that 
they had been running here to escape. But 
they are here, and, thanks to air condi
tioning, airliners, and finally I-95, they 
will never stop coming here. The old South, 
with all of its slow ways, is forever gone, at 
least in Fort Lauderdale. 

Sometimes, when I'm in my car on East 
Sunrise Boulevard, I can still see two ten 
year old boys with their Red Ryder BB 
guns walking alertly through the pal
metto scrub on some brave mission. I can 
still see the old Alamo nightclub standing 
all alone in the woods by the swamp. I'm 
aware that the only sound I hear is the 
wind as it whistles through the palmet
toes and pine trees; I can still feel the 
softness of the sugar sand beneath my 
bare feet. 

But then a horn honks, and, like a time 
warp, I am back to the reality of the 1990s. 
The light has turned green on Sunrise 
Boulevard at the Gateway Interchange. A 
full six lanes of traffic are piled bumper to 
bumper. The cars are full of people who 
have all come from someplace else. The 
air is thick with automobile noise and 
exhaust. 

All of the people in all of the cars seem 
to be looking suspiciously at each other. 
Some of them seem to be looking at noth
ing at all, alone in their air conditioned 
modules. I wonder if maybe that is be
cause nobody but a few old crackers like 
me, and the Indians before me, has any 
ethnic roots here. 

I look in the rear-view mirror, seeing 
the impatient driver who has caught me 
daydreaming. He looks like he is in a 
hurry; it seems like everyone is in a hurry. 
I wonder where they are all going? Sud
denly I feel very old, alone, lost, and, yes, 
frightened. 

Where is Bobby Lee? Where is the soft, 
Florida sugar sand? Where are the man
groves and the snook? I look at myself 
quickly in the rear-view mirror, but all I 
see is a middle-aged face looking back. 

It is hot, and the traffic is stacked up. 
There is nothing around me but cars, 
concrete, and noise. Sadly, I put the car in 
gear, and, with only my memories, I drive 
away. 



Dania Beach Boulevard bridgehouse 
with bait shop and boat livery, 1950. 
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BFlOWRj: COOINTf 
SCEHES FROM THE 
1940s RHD 1950s 

Beautiful New River, with downtown 
Fort Lauderdale in the background, 
c. 1948. 
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Clyde Beatty's Jungle Zoo, a major 
tourist attraction in Fort Lauderdale 
in the 1940s. 

Peaceful scene on Wilton Drive in 
Wilton Manors, 1946. 

Indian Trading Post at the Seminole 
reservation on U.S. 441, west of Hol
lywood, c. 1948. 



"Cartoon Carnival" at the Florida 
Theater on East Las Olas Boulevard 
in Fort Lauderdale, c. 1950. 

"Storyland" amusement park on U.S. 
Highway 1, Pompano, 1956. 
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The Sands Motel, the Intracoastal 
Waterway, and the beach, with the 
Atlantic Boulevard bridge at top right, 
Pompano Beach, 1955. 
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The Florida Times-Union Reports the Arrival 
of the Florida East Coast Railway 

Through Broward County 

Reprints from the Jacksonville Florida Times-Union 
March, 1895 - April, 1896 

The extension of Henry Flagler's Florida East 
Coast Railway from West Palm Beach to Miami in 
1895 and 1896 marked one of the most significant 
turning points in the history of the future Broward 
County. For the first time, this wilderness region 
became easily accessible to the "outside world," 
and settlement, slow at first, soon accelerated with 
each passing decade. 

Unfortunately, detailed newspaper accounts 
of the railroad's progress are extremely rare. The 
only newspaper on the southeast coast prior to 1896 
wastheTropicalSunofJunoand, later, West Palm 
Beach, and few copies of that paper from the period 
of railroad construction remain in existence. For
tunately, the Jacksonville Florida Times-Union, 
the state's largest and most influential newspaper 
of the period, carried news from throughout the 
state, including the surveying and construction of 
the railroad. 

These reports have been excerpted and re
printed here, in chronological order, exactly as they 
appeared in the paper. Editorial additions are in 
brackets. The Times-Union's handling of the 
Flagler-Henry Plant rivalry is particularly inter
esting, since, unbeknown to the general public, the 
paper was waned by a group consisting of Flagler, 
Plant, and H.R. Duval of the Florida Central and 
Peninsular Railway. 

March 12, 1895: Biscayne Bay Business. A gentleman, who 
has just returned from the [south]east coast, says that 
H.M. Flagler, J.E. Ingraham and another railroad man, 
were at New River on the 6th, and that the natives were very 
much stirred up by the advent of the big millionaires. New 
River is forty miles below Lake Worth, and the party is said 
to be on its way to Biscayne Bay. This is reported to be the 
first time Flagler has ever been so far south, and it is 
generally supposed that his tour means the extension of the 
East Coast lines to Biscayne Bay. 

April20, 1895: Won't Extend to Key West; Mr. H.M. Flagler 
Denies the Recently Published Story; Thinks Water 
Transportation Will Meet All Needs ... (Dateline, St. 
Augustine, Aprill9)- Henry M. Flagler and J.E. Ingraham 
returned last night from Palm Beach and deny the state
ment recently published that "E.R. Chapman, as agent for 
Henry M. Flagler, has secured many of the Florida keys for 
that gentleman," who, the dispatches also said, "secured the 
keys for the proposed railway extension from Palm Beach to 
Key West." 

The keys, in question, belong to the land grant of the Atlantic 
and Western railway, operated between Orange City and 
New Smyrna. Mr. Chapman's Key West mission was to 
record the deeds for the trustees of the railroad lands. Mr. 
Flagler purchased the Atlantic & Western railroad, not its 
lands. Mr. Flagler is urging the cutting of the East Coast 
canal from Lake Worth to Biscayne Bay for he is convinced 
that water transportation south of the canal will meet all de
mands. The canal will be open from Lake Worth to New 
River in June and, with the aid of the new dredge being built, 



the canal will be opened into Biscayne next fall. Hotels may 
be erected and opened at New River and, possibly, Miami 
and suitable passenger and freight boats will ply the canal 
in time for next winter's tourists and crops. Steamers will 
meet the demands between Biscayne and Key West. 

May 5, 1895: They Saw the East Coast; And Were Sur
prised at the Fertility of the Soil. (Dateline, St. Aug
ustine, May 4) - Commissioner J.E. Ingraham, of the East 
Coast Railway and East Coast Canal company, has returned 
with Hon. Dr. H.F. Thomas, ofAlligan; Hon. W.S. Linton and 
Mr. C.E. Linton,ofSaginaw,Mich. Dr. Thomas and Mr. W.S. 
Linton represent their districts in congress and are men of 
great influence in the West. Mr. Ingraham took them to the 
lower coast and showed them a great deal more thrift than 
they expected to find in view of the reports about the freeze. 
The visitors saw tomatoes, beans and such farm truck as is 
only coming out of the ground in their section when the 
Florida farmer is thinking of sowing his second crop. Not 
only did the plentifulness of the crops please them, but the 
great variety of the fruits and vegetables, and the fact tha:t 
pineapples and oranges in the country visited will yield the 
growers handsomely next fall. This they will communicate 
to their people and the result will be of value to the state and 
beneficial to the coming settlers. 

Mr. Ingraham took the gentlemen through the canal, about 
Lake Worth, and, in fact, everywhere that time permitted, so 
that they would miss nothing bearing on the character of the 
soil, crops and scenery. He drove them about the city today 
and will show them Jacksonville and its improvements 
tomorrow or Monday. 

June 21, 1895: East Coast Extension; The Line Will Be 
Extended to Biscayne Bay; A Corps of Engineers Now 
Making the Survey; The Distance Only 65 Miles, And 

Broward Legacy - 39 

No Heavy Grading; A Northern Syndicate Makes a Big 
Purchase On New River. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, 
June 20)- It is now a certainty that the East Coast line will 
be extended to Biscayne Bay at an early date. A corps of 
engineers began the survey this week. The distance is sixty
five miles, with no heavy grading and but few bridges. 

A syndicate, composed of northern and home capitalists, 
have purchased seven hundred acres ofland on New River, 
which it is proposed to colonize at once so as to raise 
vegetables next season. They will also build a hotel on the 
beach opposite, work to commence at once. 

June 22, 1895: West Palm Beach Items; Work Has Com
menced on the Railroad to Biscayne Bay. (Dateline, 
West Palm Beach, June 21)- There is now no longer any 
doubt about the railroad going through to Biscayne Bay, as 
Contractor F.M. Cabott, with a large force of men has 
commenced to grade. 

... The town is full of strangers and more are arriving daily. 
Nearly all of them are looking out for real estate, and come 
from everywhere. 

June 22,1895: Flagler Has A Scheme; That Extension To 
Biscayne, It Is Said, Means Much; A Steamship Com
petitor of Plant is Predicted; Railroad Men Say the 
Move is Exceedingly Important; Route to Cuba Would 
be Shortened by Several Hours. Railroad men in this city 
have quit talking politics and are now discussing the latest 
move ofH.M. Flagler in the extension of his road from Palm 
Beach to the deep water of Bis::ayne Bay. 

The placing of men in the field for the building of the 
extension is only the realization of a prediction made by 

Henry M. Flagler (left) and James E. Ingraham. 
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railroad men over a year ago and published in the Times
Union at that time. 

The extension is regarded as the most significant of all the 
moves made on Florida's railroad chess board in years. It is 
recognized as a direct menace to [Henry] Plant [who con
trolled a railroad empire in north Florida and down the west 
coast, as well as a steamship line] in that the sequel of the 
building of this railroad to deep water is a steamship line to 
compete with the Plant steamships from Port Tampa to Ha
vana and Jamaica. 

The advantage of distance would be decidedly in favor of the 
Flagler ships. A ruler and a map will demonstrate this 
matter clearly. Biscayne is scores of miles nearer Cuba than 
Port Tampa. 

"Has Mr. Flagler ordered the building of any ships yet?" 
asked a reporter of a prominent railroader yesterday. 

"Nobody knows what he has done. He need not wait for the 
building of them, he can buy them. There are plenty for sale." 

"Now watch, and in a short time you will see Flagler's ships 
plowing out of Biscayne Bay for Matanzas, Cuba, the 
Bahamas, Jamaica and British Honduras. The British gov
ernment, you know, pays princely subsidies for carrying the 
mail. The mail from most of Great Britain's West Indian 
possessions now goes to New York by steamship and thence 
across the water. Fully four days could be saved by transmis
sion to Florida and then by rail to New York. A fast steamer 
could easily make the journey to Nassau in eight hours, 
Kingston in twenty-one hours, and Matanzas, Cuba, in 
seven or eight hours. By such a route, mail could leave New 
York at 5 on Monday and reach Havana Wednesday morn
ing, or in exactly two days." 

"In addition there are to be considered the value of the freight 
and passenger traffic, especially the latter when Florida is 
full oftourists." 

Some railroad men go further in their prophecies than others 
and declare that the Southern [Steamship Company] is 
behind the scheme and a co-worker with Mr. Flagler. 

June 25, 1895: Flagler; He Is Said To Be Branching Out 
On The East Coast; Has Bought the Key Forming Cape 
Florida, and There Are More Purchases in Sight. (Date
line, West Palm Beach, June 24) - News has just been 
received here of the purchase of the Virginia key by the 
Flagler interest. This is the key forming Cape Florida, at 
Biscayne Bay, and is the present deep water entrance into 
Biscayne Bay. The [Julia] Tuttle property, at Fort Dallas, 
and the [William and Mary] Brickell property,just the other 
side of the Miami river, has also passed into Mr. Flagler's 
hands. The intention, so it is reported, is to build a large hotel 
on Mrs. Tuttle's property, while on the Brickell property a 
town is to be laid out. A town is to be laid out at the site of the 
post office Biscayne, a couple of miles from Lemon City. 
There is a strange air of mystery over everything and it is 
next to impossible to get at the truth of anything. But there's 
business in the air. 

July 6, 1895: Bound To Go To Biscayne; The Contract 
For Extending the Flagler Road Let. (Dateline, St. Au-

gustine, July 5) - It is officially given out, notwithstanding 
reports to the contrary, that the contract has been let to 
construct the extension of the Jacksonville, St. Augustine 
and Indian River railway from West Palm Beach southward 
to Biscayne. 

July 17, 1895: East Coast Surveyors; They Are Now At 
Miami; Deals in Real Estate. (Dateline, Miami, July 16) 
-The survey corps locating the line for the J., St. A. & I.R. 
railroad arrived at this point yesterday. The corps, thirteen 
in number, is in charge of Engineer Ord, and reports a good 
time on the way down and very few mosquitoes. They are at 
present camped on Mrs. Tuttle's point, at the mouth of the 
Miami river. 

Mr. Frederick Morse has returned from St. Augustine and is 
busy locating settlers on the canal and railroad lands. He 
expeCts to send his boat to New River, in charge of Captain 
Smith, shortly, and will most likely turn her into a floating 
real estate office. 

Colonel [William C.) Valentine [resident of Fort Lauderdale 
since 1891 and former postmaster there] is still at Miami, 
busy surveying for different parties. 

Au gust 17, 1895: Site For Town on New River is Being 
Surveyed; The Bryant [Bryan] Brothers, of Volusia 
County are Interested. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, August 
16)- The civil engineer left today to begin the survey of the 
new Flagler town at New River. The location is about half a 
mile from the present stage crossing, known as New River 
Camp; postoffice, Fort Lauderdale, named in honor of the old 
Indian fort near by. It is some five or six miles to the ocean, 
but the river, though narrow, is from fifteen to thirty feet 
deep. It rises in the Everglades and is about eight miles long. 

Gad Bryan and P.W. [P.N.) Bryan, brothers and well known 
politicians ofVolusia county, have purchased valuable land 
on New River and have, after spending a few days here, gone 
down in full force, teams and all, to improve. They also have 
a large railroad contract for grading. J.M. Bryan, their 
brother [actually a cousin), of Osceola county, is also there 
and has bought. 

. .. Every train now brings prospectors, mostly from other 
portions of the state, who propose going into vegetable 
raising. 

September 2, 1895: Guessing About Flagler; Railroad 
Me nAt SeaAbout His Intentions; Biscayne Bay Said To 
Be Not A Good Port; It Is Thought That Key West Is His 
Objective Point; The Building of a Road from Key to 
Key Would Cost Big Money. Ever since the rumor was 
circulated, some months ago, that Mr. Flagler intended to 
operate a line of ships out of Biscayne bay to Cuba, Jamaica 
and other West Indian islands, railroad men have been 
watching the papers closely for a confirmation of the news, 
but seeing no news of the placing of an order for ships, they 
have concluded that the rumor was not well founded and 
that Biscayne Bay will not be plowed by steamships this 
season, at least. 

There is considerable division of opinion as to the practica
bility of a line of ships out of Biscayne Bay, the water being 
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so shallow, not over eight feet of depth being available at 
high water. This would permit of only a six foot draught, and 
such a draught would mean small and not thoroughly safe 
vessels for ocean traffic. 

... There are some among the transportation men who 
strongly believe that Mr. Flagler's penetration to the far 
south has an ultimate destination Key West, and Key Westers 
are even congratulating themselves upon this good luck. The 
practicability, as well as the economy of such a route, are 
questions of engineering and finance. The building of a 
railroad from key to key would necessitate an immense 
amount oftrestling, the stability ofwhich would largely be 
dependent upon the foundation which, in the keys, is said to 
be of coral. The next question is, how often would such 
trestling be shattered by the winds and waves of the south
ern storms that oftener prevail in that latitude than in this? 

For some time past, Tampa's development has been at the 
expense of Key West, this on account of the favoritism ofMr. 
Plant for Tampa. If the other road were built, Key West 
would be on even terms with her rival, and then would come 
the struggle for supremacy. 

September 13, 1895: Southeast Florida Sights; Mr. Tidd 
Has Been Exploring the Biscayne Bay Country; Trav
eled From Mascotte by Private Conveyance. (Dateline, 
Mascotte, Fla., Sept. 12)-A round trip of over 700 miles from 
Mascotte, Lake county, through southeastern Florida to Bis
cayne Bay, all done in a light wagon, drawn by a sturdy mule, 
has been the late experience of the writer [F.M. Tidd], in 
company with Mr. W.A. Bridenbecker. We started on July 
20th and were about seven weeks making the trip to Coconut 
Grove and return. The outing was attended with a great deal 
of pleasure and a good many discomforts, all of which 
naturally go to make up an excursion of this kind, and as 
many readers of the Times-Union are interested just now in 
the extreme southern portion of the state, especially in the 
southeast Atlantic coast part of it, I send a sketch of the 
country and products as I saw them. 

... The lands around Jupiter seem fertile, and now that the 
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government has recently opened a homestead reservation in 
that vicinity, the country there will, no doubt, sett le rapidly. 
From Jupiter we followed an old government road to New 
River, passing about 9 miles west of Palm Beach, and 
traveling through an utter solitude for about 75 miles before 
we reached the stage line near New River. 

We crossed this stream at a point seven miles from its mouth, 
where the railroad is to cross. There is to be a town here, and 
the lands roundabout are high, light and sandy, but are 
being held at rather high figures. From here on forty miles 
down the coast to Cocoanut Grove, tropical Florida is seen at 
its best; limes, guavas and lemons were unhurt by the cold 
last winter, and the stately Cocoanut palm, Royal Poinciana, 
and kindred tropical trees and plants appear in profusion all 
along the coast. We passed in succession through the towns 
of Lemon City, Buena Vista, Miami, and at last reached 
Cocoanut Grove, our objective point . ... 

September 30, 1895: Colonists Are Coming; Many Fam
ilies Are To Locate On The East Coast; Messrs. Linton 
and Associates Examining The Lands; One Hundred 
Families to Come From Germany; England and Scot
land Will Also Furnish Many Settlers. (Dateline, St. Au
gustine, September 29)- Mr. W.S. Linton, who starts south 
to the lands of the East Coast Canal and Florida East Coast 
railway tomorrow morning with Messrs. F.W. Chapman, 
D.B. Davis, P. Johnson and F. Dickerson, to show them the 
lands which are available for the proposed colonists for 
whom they come to examine and report upon the condition 
of the country, informs the Times-Union correspondent that 
while in England and Scotland, he met many people who 
expressed a desire to come to Florida as soon as arrange
ments for their comfort are provided. One hundred families 
in Germany have been secured to settle on the lands repre
sented by Mr. Linton, and they will adopt the method of 
coming in small parties. As each becomes settled, others will 
follow, which is thought a much better plan than for the 
whole number to come at one time [Linton is generally 
recognized as the founder of to day's Delray Beach in Palm 
Beach County]. 

Florida East Coast Railway bridge 
over New River, c. 1913-14. 
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October 1, 1895: East and West Jupiter. (Dateline, West 
Jupiter, September 24)- ... On arrival at West Jupiter we 
put up at the hotel just built by F.M. Cabot, a contractor who 
made the shell streets at West Palm Beach and is now 
engaged in a like work at New River ... 

October 17, 1895: West Palm Beach. (Dateline, West Palm 
Beach, October 16) - . . . People are coming here from 
everywhere, and they are largely the very class the country 
needs; that is, farmers, truckers and fruit growers. 

There is now a regular steamer running out of the lake [Lake 
Worth) from here to New River, and one going the same 
route, thence outside to the Biscayne bay towns. All are 
loaded with freight, prospectors and people going to homes 
already purchased .... 

October 27, 1895: Great Guns at Miami; Wind Blew a 
Gale, but No Damage Done; Notes About People. (Date
line, Miami, October 26) - It commenced to rain here Sunday 
morning early and continued for forty-eight hours. Monday 
night it blew a hurricane. The Katie, from Lake Worth, put 
into the river yesterday afternoon. The Brick ells also moved 
their boats up the river to escape the blow. No damage has 
been reported as yet, except a few trees blown down. 

Colonel Valentine, ofFort Lauderdale, is here surveying and 
platting part of the Brickell estate. 

Squire [A.L.] Knowlton [a civil engineer who platted several 
of the towns along the railroad, including Fort Lauderdale] 
is meandering the river and bay preparatory to laying off the 
new town of Miami. 

Mr. J.E. Ingraham came from New River last week and was 
taken dangerously sick just after arriving. He is now able to 
be around, though still far from well ... 

October 29, 1895: Blew the Bay Dry; A Terrible Wind at 
Lemon City; Notes About People. (Dateline, Lemon City, 
October 28)- The storm of the 20th and 21st did a good deal 
of damage, but to what extent cannot yet be told. The wind, 

Artist's conception of the arrival of the first F .E.C. train 
to Fort Lauderdale, February, 1896. Although the Times· 
Union reported the line would be open February 19, 
local tradition gives February 22 as the date the first 

on the night of the 21st, blew the water out ofthe bay, until 
it could be waded. 

The right-of-way has been cut to Miami, the terminus of the 
East Coast line, and the graders are nearing this place. The 
road will probably be finished by the first of February. 

The farmers are busy setting out tomatoes at the present, 
but are having too much rain. 

Colonel Ingraham, in the employ of Mr. Flagler, is at Miami, 
sick but at last reports was improving. 

November 23, 1895: Work on the Ocean Pier; Being 
Pushed at West Palm Beach; Settlers are Arriving. 
(Dateline, West Palm Beach, November 22) - ... Settlers are 
coming in by every train and wagons loaded with emigrants 
pass through here daily, all bound for the new town ofLinton 
[present-day Delray Beach] and Fort Lauderdale settle
ments. It is estimated that 1,500 families will be located in 
these two thriving settlements before the new year sets in. 
They are attracted by the extremely cheap and fertile lands 
and other inducements offered them by the owners. 

February 15, 1896: Tales From the Old Town. (Dateline, 
St. Augustine, February 14)- The East Coast extension will 
be opened to the public from West Palm Beach to Fort 
Lauderdale, on New River, on Wednesday next [February 
19] ... 

April4, 1896: West Palm Beach Budget. (Dateline, West 
Palm Beach, April3)- ... Trains are now running down to 
Lemon City, on Biscayne bay, seven miles from Miami, the 
terminus. The road is operated so far as a branch, the 
terminus of the system south being considered here. This is 
why the ocean pier was erected here to accommodate con
necting lines of steamers, one of which, the Nassau line, has 
been in operation some months .... 

April 8, 1896: West Palm Beach News. (Dateline, West 
Palm Beach, April 7)- ... Most of the home people are glad 
when the season ends, as during that time all work that can 

train arrived. A boxcar served as the temporary depot 
(from ''Historical, Mysterious, Picturesque New River," 
Friends of the Library of Fort Lauderdale, Inc., 1978-
79). 



Most railroad construction in south Florida was accom
plished by black laborers (courtesy Florida Historical 
Society). 

is suspended. The prospects are now bright for a better 
season, not only here, but all along the coast to Miami and 
Biscayne Bay, than we have ever had. 

The Times- Union correspondent has just had a conversation 
with a gentleman who has been looking around the bay 
country several weeks. He says that all classes of people are 
pouring into the country, putting up tents, palmetto shacks, 
etc., and working at anything that offers. Material sufficient 
is expected this week to put all the mechanics to work on the 
Flagler hotel at Miami next Monday ... 

April9, 1896: West Palm Beach Notes; Vegetables Nearly 
All Shipped. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, AprilS)- .. . A 
through schedule from Jacksonville to Miami on the 15th 
inst., and the entire distance, about 370 miles, is to be 
covered in one day . . .. 

Nearly all the vegetables from Biscayne Bay are now shipped 
this way, instead of via Key West, as formerly. The present 
crop is the finest and largest ever produced in that section. 

April 9, 1896: Chronicles of Ancient City. (Dateline, St. 
Augustine, AprilS)- ... The first train over the extension of 
the East Coast railway from New River to Miami ran into 
that town last night. The regular schedule will be put on next 
Monday, when about fifty carloads oflumber for the big hotel 
will be delivered. The work of building the hotel [the Royal 
Palm at Miami] will commence at once, and give employ
ment all summer to hundreds of mechanics .... 

April10, 1896: West Palm Beach; The Section Growing 
Steadi ly and Surely. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, April9) 
- The track layers on the East Coast railway extension 
reached Miami Tuesday night [April 7]. There is a small 
amount of surfacing to do behind, requiring two or three 
days, when the road will be in first class condition from 
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Jacksonville to Miami, a distance of about 370 miles. A little 
over three years ago, the mail between Lake Worth and 
Biscayne Bay was carried on the shoulders of a man who 
walked the beach, making a round trip once a week. H.J. 
Burkhardt, a prosperous merchant of this place, and one of 
the city aldermen [he was also a former settler on the 
Hillsboro River at today's Deerfield Beach], performed this 
service for a long time. People traveling between the places 
would go along with the mail-carrier in order to get across in 
his boats at the various rivers and creeks, for which a small 
fee would be charged. Some of the older inhabitants would go 
alone and swim the streams to save this expense. Our 
present county clerk, A. F. Quimby, tells of having to wait on 
one occasion nearly all day for a huge alligator, laying out in 
midstream, to go away. 

Mr. Hood, who put up all the bridges on the East Coast 
extension, including the Lake Worth bridge, left for Jackson
ville this morning. 

Modelo is the name of a new town five miles south of New 
River, which W.C. Valentine, a surveyor, residing at New 
River, is laying out. The location is a pretty one, the ocean 
being in plain view [Modelo is today's Dania] ... 

April 11, 1896: West Palm Beach News. (Dateline, West 
Palm Beach, AprillO)- . .. Gad Bryan passed through this 
morning on his way home from New River to New Smyrna. 
He and his brother Phil [Philemon N. Bryan] run a saloon at 
the former place. 

Lots do not seem to be selling at New River or at Lauderdale, 
as the new town is to be called. Everybody seems to be 
headed for the Bay country and they get there, although 
nearly all the country between this place and Biscayne Bay 
is the equal of any in this section of the state. I have not heard 
of a real estate sale around the lake [Lake Worth] for three 
months .... 

April 12, 1896: News From West Palm Beach. (Dateline, 
West Palm Beach, Aprilll)- ... Nokes & Heslington, the 
painters, received the contract for painting the depot at Lin-

The first regular F.E.C. train into Miami, April, 1896. 
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Joseph R. Parrott. 

ton, and will probably get the other depots as built between 
here and Miami .... 

April14, 1896: West Palm Beach News; Through Trains 
to Miami. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, April13)- ... H.M. 
Flagler, [F.E.C.J Vice-President [JosephM.] Parrott and Su
perintendent [R.T.] Goff will arrive here tomorrow enroute 
to Miami. 

One hears all sorts of stories as to the building of the Flagler 
hotel at Miami. One day it is that none will be erected this 
year; then will come the report that work on it will begin in 
the fall . Notwithstanding all this talk, the site is being 
graded and almost whole trainloads of material going down 
every day .... 

About Thursday [April16] through trains will begin running 
from Jacksonville to Miami, reaching the latter place at 10 
o'clock at night, and leaving next morning about 5. The pas
senger station here is to be changed from its present location 
by the lake side, to the neighborhood of the Clematis Avenue 
crossing. This will give that portion of the town a boom, mak
ing [it] equally as valuable and desirable for business pur
poses as the Lake front. 

The yard men and switch engine will be moved to Miami this 
week. Verily, it begins to look as if everybody and everything 
were going to that southern Mecca. For awhile it was New 
River, but that place is seldom heard of now-a-days .... 

April17, 1896: West Palm Beach News. (Dateline, West 
Palm Beach, April16)- The Flagler party is still in the Bay 
country .... 

. . . Through schedule from Jacksonville to Miami went on 
today. This puts the Jacksonville train here early enough to 
give time for the redistribution of mail the same night, 
instead of having to wait until next morning .... 

April 23, 1896: The Southern Terminus; Flagler's Road 
Won't Be Extended Any Further South; Palm Beach the 
Real Terminus of the Line-Building of the Ocean Pier 
Confirmatory. (Dateline, West Palm Beach, April22)- It is 
now understood that the East Coast railway has gone as far 
south as it will, at least for some time. This place, your cor
respondent was given to understand some time ago, was 
intended as the real terminus of the road. The building of the 
ocean pier out to deep water, at enormous expense, and the 
certainty of the breakwater being built at an early date, 
serve to give strength to the idea. Certainly no such expense 
would be incurred for one tourist steamer three months in 
the year between here and Nassau. 

J.A. McDonald of McGuire & McDonald, the great hotel 
builders, will leave this week to begin active operations on 
the Flagler hotel at Miami. A small army of workmen are 
there awaiting his coming .... 

'lhe ~st <roast of 
Fortda Is f"aradise Regained. 

rw-.,--. .. _ ~., n..w.".- -• ., _ ........... ..-..--.-
1. L P.I.UOTT, I. P. IIIICKWlTW, I. D. UJIJD, ........... 

F.E.C. Railway advertisement from 
the Miami Metropolis, 1904 . 
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First plat of Fort Lauderdale, surveyed for the Florida East Coast Railway by A. L. Knowlton, 1895. 



Unfinished and abandoned Floranada clubhouse building at U.S. Highway 1 and Floranada Road, 1947. 
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