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Little Scottsboro Revisited 
by Donald G. Lester 

The most publicized Broward County 
murder case during the decade of the 
1930s was that of the brutal murder of 
Robert M. Darsey on May 13,1933. Not 
only did the murder and the resultant 
case excite and inflame the community 
of Pompano [now Pompano Beach], 
Florida, but the reverberations from 
them deeply stirred the entire citizenry 
of the county. Because of its racial con
notations during an era of stringent 
segregation , as well as its incredible 
duration, the case became popularly 
known as "The Little Scottsboro Case" 
after the Alabama case that headlined 
the national news during the same 
decade. The Darsey case bounced back 
and forth from court to court for almost 
nine years. It came before the circuit 
court in Fort Lauderdale three times, 
before that of West Palm Beach two 
times, the Florida State Supreme Court 

five times, and the United States Su
preme Court one time. 

Negroes constituted a large propor
tion of the Broward County population 
during the 1930s, representing both a 
racial threat and a source of abundant 
and cheap labor during the Great De
pression. The national census of 1930 
credited the county with a total popula
tion of 20,094; a little more than forty
three percent of that number, or 8,666, 
lived within the city limits of Fort 
Lauderdale, the county seat. Next came 
Hollywood with a citizenry numbering 
2,869, closely followed by Pompano 
with 2,614, while Deerfield [now Deer
field Beach] weighed in with a popula
tion of 1,483.1 Negroes represented 
thirty-three percent of the county's 
inhabitants, but because of the exten
sive farming in that area, the Negro 
population was heavily concentrated 

in the northern part of the county. 
While Negroes made up only about 
twenty-five percent of Fort Lauder
dale's inhabitants, they constituted 
sixty percent of Pompano's people and 
ran to about seventy-five percent in " 
Deerfield.2 

Although Broward County boasted a 
cosmopolitan citizenry, it nevertheless 
formed a part of the "Democratic Solid 
South." Invariably Republicans found 
it tough sledding in the political arena. 
Democratic party nomination for all 
levels was tantamount to election, a 
success due to the white Democratic 
primary. This meant participation sole
ly by members of the Caucasian race. 
Negro influence in Broward County 
affairs, political or otherwise, register
ed practically nil. Somewhat to the 
surprise of many political veterans, 
Broward Countians elected native-

Virtually forgotten in Broward County today, the 
Darsey murder case was one of the most sensa
tional news events of the 1930s and early 1940s. 
The spectacular nature of the charges and counter
charges, the atmosphere of racial unrest, and the ex
traordinary number of trials and appeals kept the 
Darsey case in the public spotlight for nearly a 
decade. At the same time, a number of other news
worthy events in Depression-era Broward, ranging 
from political and judicial infighting to a tragic lynch
ing, can be directly linked to the controversy sur
rounding the Darsey case. Eventually its controver-

sial nature took the Darsey case to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the first Broward County case to be heard by 
the high court. The Supreme Court decision gave 
the case its lasting legal significance, setting a prece
dent in the admissibility of evidence in criminal trials. 

2 - Broward Legacy 

Donald G. Lester, author of this article, is As
sistant Professor Emeritus of History and Political 
Science at Middle Georgia College in Cochran, Geor
gia. His family has lived in Fort Lauderdale since 
1925. He is a graduate of Fort Lauderdale High 
School and the University of Miami. 



born Walter R. Clark sheriff in 1932. 
Clark tapped his brother Robert to be 
his chief deputy, while he selected A. D. 
Marshall to be the warden of the 
county jail and hired Virgil Wright and 
R. C. Goodrich to be his deputies at 
large. At the same time, F. C. Maddox 
presided as Pompano's police chief, 
assisted by R. C. Helton, constable for 
the Pompano district. All these law 
enforcement officers closely followed 
the mind of the South in racial matters. 
Officials and private citizens walked in 
lock-step to preserve segregation and 
white supremacy in the deep South. 
Opposers dangerously flirted with ous
ter and ostracism. 

In 1933, Broward County comprised 
the Twenty-second Judicial Circuit, 
created in 1927 when Broward was 
separated from the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit of Palm Beach County. Until 

-- J. 

elected Governor Doyle E. Carlton ap
pointed Tedder as expected, and conse
quently the judge was confirmed by the 
Florida Senate. 

Giblin, however, stoutly maintained 
that he had been appointed in 1927 for 
a six-year term, which would last until 
1933. Defiantly, he refused to step 
down, whereupon Fred Davis, Attor
ney General of Florida, started legal 
proceedings to oust Giblin. The case 
went directly to the Florida Supreme 
Court, which divided three against 
three, and the ouster attempt failed. 
Justices Buford, Ellis, and Terrell up
held Giblin, while Justices Whitfield, 
Brown , and Strum opposed him. 
Through legal maneuvering, however, 
Tedder also managed to avoid ouster. 
The possibility seemed to exist that 
Broward County would have two cir
cuit judges, for a time at least. Giblin 

Hu"iness Str!•et, Pompano, Florida. 

Downtown Pompano, looking east on Northeast First Street, 1930s. 

1948 the Governor of Florida appointed 
the circuit judges, but custom dictated 
that the governor would appoint the 
winner of the Democratic primary. 
When Governor John W. Martin ap
pointed Fort Lauderdale attorney Vin
cent C. Giblin the first judge of the 
Twenty-second Judicial Circuit in 
1927, he also appointed the city's muni
cipal judge, Louis F. Maire, to be the 
state attorney. The public generally 
assumed that the participants in the 
1928 Democratic primary would choose 
the circuit judge for the new term, and 
that the selection would be formalized 
by gubernatorial appointment in 1929. 

~ In the 1928 election, Fort Lauderdale 
attorney George W. Tedder, Sr. defeat
ed Judge Giblin after a bitter contest 
which generated hard feelings and 
legal contests for years. In 1929, newly-

resolved the dilemma when he sud
denly resigned through machinations 
which for years many construed as a 
"deal." A few days after resigning, Gib
lin moved to Miami, where he later 
enjoyed a lucrative legal practice, parti
cularly as a criminal lawyer. 

It is necessary to keep the raging 
Giblin-Tedder controversy in mind 
since it became the basis of an appeal 
in the Darsey case. Georgian Louis F. 
Maire won the 1928 primary for con
tinuance as the state attorney for the 
Twenty-second Judicial Circuit. Thus, 
in 1933, when the Darsey murder case 
arose, devout Methodist Tedder, who 
had come to Broward County in 1925 
from Madison County in northern Flor
ida, presided over the circuit court, and 
Baptist Maire handled state matters in 
the same court. In the small city of Fort 

Lauderdale, attorneys often closely 
knit matters among themselves, but 
just as readily divided when political 
plums became the prize. In the legal 
arena, one followed the other in politi
cal appointments. Tedder, for example, 
had succeeded Maire as Fort Lauder
dale city judge in 1925, when, during 
the land boom, Maire had left his judge
ship to become attorney for J . Welling
ton Roe, one of the largest real estate 
operators in the city and certainly the 
most flamboyant. After the "silliness" 
of the boom passed, and quickly-made 
fortunes went down the drain, common 
sense prevailed, and Maire returned to 
the city judgeship. 

Murder victim Robert Marshall Dar
sey was a sixty-four year old Pompano 
fish merchant. A native of Laurens 
County, Georgia, Darsey had lived in 
Pompano since 1925.3 He was a mem
ber ofth P Pompano Methodist Church. 
About 10:00 p.m., Saturday, May 13, 
1933, Darsey closed his fish market as 
was his custom and walked home with 
his day's proceeds. About two blocks 
from his residence he was brutally at
tacked and beaten. He suffered severe 
blows to his head and was robbed of 
about $75.00. Darsey managed to stag
ger or crawl to his house, where he col
lapsed on the front porch. He never 
regained consciousness and died the 
next day. As soon as the crime had been 
discovered, a manhunt began. It was 
also called a dragnet, since many Ne
groes were taken into custody. Law 
officers and private citizens joined in 
the search, and the number of Negro 
detainees reached twenty. According to 
press reports, law officers rescued one 
of the suspects, who had already had a 
rope placed around his neck by an 
angry mob.4 

Funeral services for Robert M. Dar
sey were conducted Wednesday, May 
17, 1933, at the Pompano Methodist 
Church by Rev. E. J. Sandifer. Darsey 
was survived by three daughters, one 
son, three sisters, and two brothers. 

At the Broward County jail the num
ber of suspects was soon reduced to four. 
They were Izell Chambers, age twenty
two; Charley Davis, age twenty-one; 
Jack Williamson, age nineteen; and 
Walter Woodard, age thirty-three. Ac
cording to press reports, two young 
Negroes, Mack Little and Frank Man
uel, implicated the four.s On Monday, 
May 15, a crowd of about fifty Pom
pano residents appeared at the sheriffs 
office in the Broward County Court
house and said that they wanted the 
prisoners. They were told that the sus
pects had already been moved to the 
Dade County jail in Miami for safe
keeping. Some members of the crowd 
seemed skeptical and appeared to be 
not ready to leave. Then W. 0. Berry-
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Sheriff Walter R. Clark (extreme left), with the four Darsey defendants (left to right): Walter 
Woodard, Jack Williamson, Charley Davis, and lzell Chambers. 

hill , the Broward County tax collector 
and veteran office holder, gave the 
crowd his word that the suspects were 
not in the Broward County jail. The 
crowd left.6 

The n ext day the suspects were 
brought back to the Broward County 
jail for interrogation. The questioning 
was conducted by members of the Brow
ard sheriffs office, who were assisted 
by Captain J . T. Williams, a state con
vict guard. Constable R. C. Helton also 
had a part in the questioning. Early 
Sunday morning, May 21,1933, confes
sions were obtained from all four de
fendants . J. W. Coleman, the Broward 
County court reporter, was present and 
took down the statements. State Attor
ney Louis F. Maire was also present 
and asked each defendant individually 
if force or threats had been used to 
obtain the confessions. He also asked if 
any promises had been made to them. 
Each defenda nt replied "no" to both 
questions. Two private citizens, B. B. 
Johnson a nd W. F. Ford, who hap
pened to be in the courthouse at that 
moment, had been ca lled into the jail 
by Sheriff Clark to witness the pro
ceedings. 

Early the following week, a grand 
jury was summoned. The members 
were: E. E. Hardy , foreman; Floyd W. 
Robinson, S. J. Guyn, J.P. Smoak, I. G. 
Shuman, Paul V. Vogosang, J. G. 
Kaiser, Paul J. Hammer, Samuel H. 
Blackwelder, F. M. McClain, C. M. 
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Olin, George J. Lowery, James A. 
Hogan, John R. Maxwell, 0. T. Banks, 
and Charles H. Helmick, clerk. The 
grand jury indicted Izell Chambers, 
Charley Davis, Jack Williamson, and 
Walter Woodard on five counts of first 
degree murder. One count stated that 
all four of them had caused the death of 
Robert M. Darsey . The other four 
counts stated that each of the accused 
had separately committed the assault 
and murder, while the other three were 
present in a felonious manner at the 
moment of the crime. 

Judge Tedder appointed Elbert B. 
Griffis of Fort Lauderdale to represent 
Chambers and Davis, and called upon 
W. C. Mather of Hollywood to represent 
Williamson and Woodard. The arraign
ment occurred on Wednesday, May 24. 
The pleas were: Jack Williamson and 
Walter Woodard, guilty; Izell Cham
bers and Charley Davis, not guilty. The 
trial was set for Monday, June 12, 1933. 
Jurors chosen for the trial were: Law
rence S. Rickard, foreman; R. B. Sey
mour, ThomasJ. Collins, Carl Olander; 
J . N. Cain, H. J. Kersaw, Albert E. 
Rees , J. L. Goodman, Charles W. Holli
day, James W. Jacobs , Ernest W. 
Sharp, and Henry L. Shackleford. 

Before the trial began, Charley Davis 
changed his plea from not guilty to 
guilty. Thus, Izell Chambers became 
the only defendant to receive a jury 
trial. The other three were slated for a 
hearing before Judge Tedder to deter-

mine the degree of guilt of each one. 
The trial opened with John Darsey, 

the son of the victim, testifying as to his .,1 
father's condition and appearance on 
thenightofMay 13. He also identified a 
wallet and some papers, which were 
presented as evidence, as belonging to 
his father, and stated that the elder 
Darsey had them at the close of busi
ness on May 13.7 Constable R. C. Hel
ton of Pompano testified that early 
Sunday morning, May 21 , he had ac
companied Charley Davis from the 
Broward County jail to a house in 
Pompano where Davis had a room. 
Davis had said that he hid the money 
in a hole in a mattress and that he hid 
the wallet in a hole in the floor. Helton 
testified that he could not find the 
money, but said he did find the wallet 
containing the papers exactly where 
Davis had said that it was located.R Dr. 
G.S. McClellan then testified as to the 
cause of death and the nature of the 
wounds.9 

SheriffW alter R. Clark and an urn her 
of deputies were called to testify con
cerning the questioning of the defen
dants. Elbert B. Griffis, representing 
Chambers, said that he anticipated the 
introduction of"an alleged confession." 
He asked that the jury retire to the jury 
room so that the court could determine 
the admissability of "the alleged con- ~' 
fession." The court agreed, and the jury 
retired.IO 

While the jury was out, Sheriff Clark 



testified that he had taken the prison
ers to the Dade County jail on Monday, 
May 25. However, he said that he had 
taken only lzell Chambers and Jack 
Williamson. Captain J. T. Williams, 
the state convict guard, accompanied 
the sheriff on that trip. The two de
fendants were brought back to the 
Broward County jail the next day. On 
the return trip, two cars were used. 
Deputies Robert Clark and Virgil 
Wright and Constable R. C. Helton 
accompanied the sheriff, riding in the 
lead car with the two prisoners, while 
the sherifffollowed in his car. The sher
iff said that he had moved the prison
ers to Dade County because he feared 
mob violence in Broward County. In 
his cross examination, Elbert B. Griffis 
asked Sheriff Clark if the trip to Miami 
and back could have frightened the pris
oners into confessing. Louis F. Maire 
objected to that question, stating that it 
was just speculation. Judge Tedder over
ruled the objection, and the sheriff an
swered, "no."IJ 

Griffis then said, "I object to this con
fession [sic.]."l2 He went on to explain 
that he did not object to Chambers' 
confession, but did object to the confes
sions of the other three defendants. 
Griffis said, in effect, that they had a 
right to confess for themselves, but that 
they had no right to implicate Cham
bers. He contended that they should be 
produced as state witnesses subject to 
normal cross examination, but that 
their written confessions should not be 
read to the court. Judge Tedder over
ruled this objection, and the jury re
turned to the jury box.1:l The confes
sions were then read. Three of the 
defendants said that Izell Chambers 
was the first one to suggest the robbery. 
Chambers asserted that it had been 
Walter Woodard who had first suggest
ed it. All four of the accused, including 
Charley Davis, said that Davis had hit 
Robert Darsey. Three ofthem said that 
Davis had landed two blows. Davis 
himself confessed that he had hit the 
victim one time, the second blow, while 
Jack Williamson had struck the first 
blow. All agreed that the weapon used 
by each of them had been a stick (or 
club). There was testimony that Walter 
Woodard had had a hammer at the 
scene of the crime, but no one could 
testify that he had hit Darsey with the 
hammer. One of the four stated that 
Woodard had swung at the victim with 
the hammer, but might have missed. 
Not one of the four confessions said 
that Izell Chambers had landed any of 
the blows. All agreed that Davis had 
gotten most of the money. Walter Wood
ard had gotten just $1.30 in change. 
All agreed that Davis had been the last 
one in on the plot. He apparently had 
become aware of it during the middle of 

the afternoon on that fateful Saturday. 
Following the reading of the confes

sions, Charley Davis, Walter Woodard, 
and Jack Williamson took the stand. 
Judge Tedder asked each one if any 
force or threats had been used to en
courage confessions. Again, each rep
lied, "no." All three then repeated the 
accounts given in their confessions. A 
young Negro boy, Mack Little, who 
gave his age as fourteen years, then 
took the stand and identified one of the 
sticks (or clubs) alleged to have been 
used in the murder. Elbert B. Griffis 
objected to the introduction of the 
sticks as evidence, but his objection 
was overruled. The state placed in evi
dence a wallet, purse, hammer, and 
three sticks. They were all identified. 
Griffis then objected specifically to the 
stick that the other defendants had 
claimed was in the possession of Cham
bers at the scene of the crime. 

After this round oflegal skirmishing, 
Izell Chambers took the stand in his 
own defense. He denied originating the 
plot, striking any of the blows, getting 
any of the money or knowing what had 
happened to it. He admitted being pres
ent during the assault on Robert Dar
sey, and he said emphatically, "I was 
six or seven yards away when Charley 
Davis hit that man."l4 

Elbert B. Griffis told the jury that 
Izell Chambers was not guilty of mur
der, that he did not know that the oth
ers had planned to hit Darsey, although 
he did admit knowing that they had 
planned to rob him. The jury was out 
for thirty minutes before returning 
with a verdict. For the first time in 
Broward County history, a jury verdict 
was rendered "guilty of murder in the 
first degree" without a recommenda
tion for mercy.15 

Judge Tedder heard testimony from 
Charley Davis, Jack Williamson, and 
Walter Woodard to determine the de
gree of guilt of each one. He again 
asked if any force or threats had been 
used to secure a confession. For the 
third time, each replied, "no." At the 
conclusion of the testimony, each de· 
fendant asked for the mercy of the 
court. W. H. Mather asked the judge to 
take into consideration the disadvan
tages his two clients, Williamson and 
Woodard, had faced as poor, Negro 
farm laborers. 

Judge Tedder then sentenced each of 
the four defendants to death in the 
electric chair. This was the first time in 
Broward County history that the death 
sentence had been imposed. In front of 
a courtroom packed with people from 
Pompano, Tedder congratulated the 
law officers, particularly the Broward 
Sheriff Department, for the profes
sionalism displayed in the case. In par
ticular, he praised the law officers for 

their professional skill in obtaining 
confessions without use of threats, 
force, or promises.i6 

With a flourish, George A. Worley, 
noted Miami attorney, stated immediate
ly after the sentencing that he would 
look in to the case of Charley Davis and 
would consider the possibility of an 
appeal. Worley declared that a North 
Carolina attorney friend had asked 
him to do so. Davis' relatives had re
quested the help of the tar heel attorney. 
Worley's interest, however, soon sub
sided, and nothing came of his threa
tened appeaJ.l7 

Governor Dave Sholtz signed the 
death warrants for the condemned 
men, and the executions were set for 
Monday, August 7, 1933. The Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News proudly an
nounced that Broward County was 
about to make history. The execution of 
Izell Chambers, Charley Davis, Jack 
Williamson, and Walter Woodard "will 
be the first quadruple execution in Flor
ida history."IB Suddenly D. W. Perkins, 
a Jacksonville Negro attorney, entered 
the case. Dramatically, he charged that 
the confessions had been obtained by 
force, threats, and torture.19 Broward 
officials indignantly denied the allega
tions. In particular, Sheriff Walter R. 
Clark emphatically denied that he had 
abused the prisoners. In his usual low
key manner of speaking, he declared, "I 
didn't beat them. I protected them."20 
With Perkins' charges reverberating 
through Broward County official cir
cles, the Florida Supreme Court grant
ed a stay of execution on August 5, 
1933, less than forty-eight hours before 
the scheduled execution date. 

The Florida Supreme Court set a date 
for the stay of execution hearing, but 
Perkins, with good reason, delayed 
sending the proper papers. Instead, he 
asked for a delay because of "the abso
lute insanity of Charley Davis."21 The 
Supreme Court granted a thirty day 
continuance. Davis apparently regain
ed his mental balance since this was 
the last that was ever heard of his men
tal problems. When the hearing finally 
began, Cary D. Landis, the Attorney 
General of Florida, argued the case for 
the state. Not unexpectedly, the Su
preme Court dismissed the appeal, 
whereupon Governor Sholtz let it be 
known that he would sign the new 
death warrants soon after New Year's 
Day, 1934.22 Not long after the death 
sentence had been upheld, D. W. Per
kins dropped out as suddenly as he had 
dropped into the case. 

S. D. McGill, Jacksonville Negro at
torney and senior partner with Robert 
Crawford in the law firm of McGill and 
Crawford, then entered the case. 
McGill, as it turned out, would be on 
and offthe case for the next eight years, 
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Like Perkins, the new attorneys charged 
the confessions had been forced for 
they had been obtained by coercion, 
including beatings and threats. Furth
ermore, they charged the defendants 
had been worn down during the ques
tioning by being made to walk back 
and forth across the jailhouse floor 
throughout the night. McGill and Craw
ford also produced affidavits signed by 
Dr. R. L. Brown and Dr. C. Frederick 
Duncan , two Negro physicians from 
Jacksonville, which stated that the de
fendants had scars on them indicating 
recent physical abuse. Using imposing 
medical terminology, the doctors min
utely described the location and extent 
of the scars. 23 

Impressed by the case presented by 
the legal and medical experts in behalf 
of the defendants, the Florida Supreme 
Court ordered a rehearing of the case 
and set January 16, 1934, as the rehear
ing date. Working against the clock, 
McGill moved heaven and earth in an 
attempt to obtain a Writ of Error. To 
obtain the writ, he knew he would have 
to present new evidence that was not 
available at the time of the trial in 
Broward County. In addition, McGill 
planned to prove that his clients had 
not been allowed to give testimony 
relevant to the case. At the rehearing, 
McGill presented evidence that his 
clients had been forced by the authori
ties to confess to a crime they had not 
committed. During his presentation of 
the case for the state, Cary D. Landis, 
the Attorney General of Florida, con
tinually emphasized that during the 
trial, Judge Tedder had asked each of 
the defendants if force or threats of 
force had been used, and each of them 
had replied "no." 

The Florida Supreme Court took the 
case under advisement, and on Janu
ary 22, 1934, gave the four defendants 
the right to petition the Broward Cir
cuit Court for the issuance of a Writ 
of Error. The court also directed McGill 
to deliver the necessary legal papers 
into the possession of the Broward 
County court officials within thirty 
days.24 

Although somewhat exasperated by 
the dilitoriness of the defendants' at
torneys, Broward County court offi
cials waited and waited for the legal 
papers. As the deadline for the delivery 
of the papers approached, the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News prematurely 
speculated that " McGill [had] dropped 
the a ppeal. " The paper advanced two 
possible reasons. The first was that 
McGill really wanted to be turned down 
by the Florida Supreme Court so that 
he would have grounds for an imme
diate appeal to the United States Su
preme Court. In other words, the Daily 
News speculated, he wanted to get the 
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case out of state hands and into federal 
hands. The second possible reason ad
vanced by the Daily News was that the 
group or groups that were backing 
McGill had run out of funds. 25 The 
deadline of midnight, February 21 , 
1934, passed with no material being 
received nor any word forthcoming 
from McGill. The Broward officials 
were now convinced that the case was 
closed, and that the only action re
maining was for Governor Sholtz to set 
a new execution date. But the Broward 
court officials had underestimated 
McGill's resourcefulness . The neces
sary papers arrived on February 23, 
thirty-six hours after the deadline. The 
postmark bore the date of February 21, 
1934. It seemed obvious to many ob
servers that the late mailing had been 
deliberate. McGill, by all indications, 
impressed the authorities as being a 
competent attorney who obviously 
knew how to prepare substantive legal 
briefs. He also appeared to be conscien
tious. Throughout the case, however, 
McGill's proceedure seems to have been 
to slow down and to delay the pro
ceedings. 

Judge Tedder held a hearing on 
March 9, 1934, to decide whether to 
receive the tardy request for a Writ of 
Error. S. D. McGill claimed that the 
thirty day limit for the reception of the 
request began on January 26, when the 
Broward Circuit Court received the Su
preme Court order. State Attorney 
Louis F . Maire, however, claimed that 
the thirty day time limit began when 
the Supreme Court issued the order, on 
January 22. Maire based his claim on 
precedents set in previous cases. Ac
cording to Maire, the time limit had 
expired at midnight, February 21, thir
ty-six hours before the Broward Circuit 
Court received the necessary legal pa
pers from McGill. But according to 
McGill, the thirty day limit had expired 
at midnight, February 24, well after the 
appropriate papers had been received 
by the Broward court. 

Judge Tedder refused to accept the 
petition. He ruled that the time limit 
had already expired, and that he no 
longer had jurisdiction.26 McGill again 
appealed to the Florida Supreme Court, 
which ruled that the Broward Circuit 
Court did indeed have jurisdiction and 
directed the Broward court to hear the 
case in order to determine whether or 
not the confessions had been forced .27 
The hearing was set for April10, 1934. 
Intent on delaying the hearing further, 
McGill made an effort for a ten day 
postponement. He sent an affidavit to 
the court that stated that his mother 
was· seriously ill in Sanford, Florida, 
and was, in fact, dying. McGill also 
stated in a letter that he was needed at 
her bedside. He added, "I have obeyed 

my mother for 50 years." The court, 
weary of McGill's continued delays, 
dispatched Dr. Ralph Lingeman, a 
prominent Fort Lauderdale physician, 
to Sanford to determine the condition 
of her health. Lingeman reported to the 
court that McGill 's mother was ill, but " 
that she was not dying and McGill 's 
presence was not necessary. Dr. Lin
geman further reported that McGill 
was nowhere around Sanford and had 
not been regularly attending his 
mother.2R 

Whereupon, Judge Tedder asked four 
prominent Fort Lauderdale attorneys 
to serve as advisors and to help him 
solve the McGill problem. The four 
lawyers were C. E. Farrington, C. L. 
Chancey, George W. English, Jr. , and 
Miller Walton. These four attorneys 
advised Tedder to allow the continu
ance, but to insist that the four defend
ants be present for the hearing. 29 

Based on Lingeman's report, and the 
advice of the four attorneys he had con
sulted, Judge Tedder made his ruling. 
First, he decreed that McGill's request 
for a postponement due to the impend
ing death of his mother was in no way a 
legal basis for a continuance. McGill's 
partner, Robert Crawford, could han
dle the case during McGill 's absence. 
Furthermore, Tedder notified McGill 
that he had been informed that the 
attorney had not been regularly attend
ing his mother. But after delivering ..J 

this rebuke, Judge Tedder conceded 
that since the case was a matter of life 
or death, and since the defendants were 
dependent on McGill's services, the 
court would grant a ten day contin
uance.30 

Defendants lzell Chambers, Charley 
Davis, Jack Williamson, and Walter 
Woodard were then taken from the 
state prison at Raiford to the Dade 
County jail for safekeeping. At 10:00 
a.m., April 20, 1934, the four defend
ants, accompanied by two Broward 
deputies and four members of the Dade 
County sheriffs office, were brought to 
the Broward County courthouse in an 
armored car. Law officers trained ma
chine guns and sawed-off shotguns on 
the manacled prisoners as they filed 
from the armored car to the jail. The 
courtroom was crowded, and Judge Ted
der delayed the opening of the hearing 
until it had been sufficiently guarded 
by Dade and Broward deputies. One 
half of the room was filled by white 
people and one half by Negroes.3I 

In his written appeal, S. D. McGill 
made many serious charges on behalf 
of his four clients. He alleged that the 
authorities had committed numerous J 
abuses against the defendants, includ
ing acts of physical violence, keeping 
them awake all night, walking them 
back and forth, continually hanging 



them upsidedown, threatening to have 
them lynched, and pointing a gun at 
them. McGill also charged incompe
tence on the part of the defense lawyers 
at the time of the original trial. He said 
that they did not have enough exper
ience in criminal law, that they did not 
confer with their clients enough, that 
they did not object to the confessions, 
and that they did not appeal the case. 

The main focus of McGill's literary 
onslaught was Captain J . T. Williams, 
the state convict guard, who, as the 
defense lawyers claimed, was not a res
ident of Broward County (he was a res
ident of Palm Beach County) and was 
not a member of the Broward County 
Sheriff Department or of any other 
Broward County law enforcement agen
cy. McGill charged that Williams was a 
huge man, that he weighed 250 pounds, 
and that he beat the helpless prisoners 
throughout the night. Another culprit, 
according to McGill , was F. C. Maddox, 
the police chief of Pompano, whom, he 

claimed, had pointed a gun at the pri
soners during the questioning. The de
fendants claimed that SheriffW alter R. 
Clark was present during all of the 
misdeeds. They claimed that they were 
scarred and bloody as a result of the 
beatings. They also claimed that the 
250 pound Williams had constantly 
stomped on their bare feet. 32 

At the start of the hearing McGill 
dropped his charges of incompetence 
against Elbert B. Griffis and W. C. 
Mather. He then called his four clients 
to the witness stand separately. Each 
one recited a horror story about the vio
lent treatment they had had to endure 
before signing a forced confession. W al
ter Woodard, upon being questioned by 
McGill, mentioned a bruise. McGill ask
ed, "Is that the bruise? Were you exam
ined by a certain physician out at the 
jail in January this year?" Woodard 
answered, "I was examined by two." 
McGill asked, "Is that the wound now 
that you are talking about on your right 

Jailer A.D. Marshall at the courthouse jail cells, where the questioning and 
alleged abuse of the Darsey defendants took place. 

side that these doctors referred to as 
'one linear transverse scar 1 "Vs inches 
long by 3fa inches wide situated a little 
below the anterior spine?'" Woodard 
answered, "Same one, that is the same 
one right here." During cross examina
tion, Louis F. Maire asked, "Walter, 
how do you know that this is the wound 
referred to in the affidavit as 'a little 
below the anterior superior spine ofthe 
ilium on the right side of the lower?' Did 
you ever hear any body use those words 
or expressions before?" Woodard an
swered, "No sir, that word is too high for 
me. I am just a common Negro. I is 
uneducated, wouldn't know enough to 
know that that is.33 

One part of the defendants' allega
tions that received attention from 
Louis F. Maire during the cross exami
nation was the part F. C. Maddox, the 
police chief of Pompano, allegedly play
ed in the questioning and threats. The 
reason for Maire's interest in Maddox 
became clear when the state presented 
its case. Maire proved that Maddox 
was not even present during the ques
tioning period. He had escorted some of 
the a ccused from Pompano to the Bro
ward County jail, had then gone back 
to Pompano, and had not returned to 
the Broward County courthouse until 
the day of the tria l, a lmost one month 
later. 

Though McGill had dropped the in
competency charge against the two 
court-appointed defense lawyers, El
bert B. Griffis and W. C. Mather, Louis 
F. Maire announced that they would 
testify. McGill objected, stating that 
since the defense had dropped the 
charges against those two attorneys 
there was no need to hear their testi
mony. The state attorne:y said that since 
their reputations had been besmirched 
they had a right to establish their cred
ibility. Tedder overruled the objection, 
but McGill objected again, stating that 
the two attorneys, during their testi
mony, might reveal privileged informa
tion. Tedder again overruled the objec
tion. 

Griffis testified that he had been a 
practicing attorney for nine years, tha t 
Judge Tedder had met him on the street 
and told him that he was considering 
a ppoin ting Griffis as defense a ttorney 
to represent two of the accused in the 
Darsey murder c::tse, and had asked if 
Griffis would accept the a ppoin tment. 
Griffis said that he had replied th at h e 
would accept. Griffis testified tha t h is 
two clients turned out to be Izell Cham
bers and Ch arley Davis. He added that 
he had conferred with his clients, and 
said that he gave the best defense that 
the circumstances permitted. Griffis 
a lso pointed out th a t he had indeed 
obj ected to the introduction of the con
fessions, but was overruled by the court. 

winter/ spring- 7 



Samuel D. McGill, skillful Jackson
ville attorney whose delaying tac
tics saved the Darsey defendants. 

Griffis was asked by Louis F. Maire if 
either of his clients mentioned mis
treatment at the hands of the law offi
cers. Griffis replied, "no." He also did 
not notice any scars, bruises, cuts, or 
any other evidence of torture or beat
mgs. 

W. C. Mather testified that he had 
been a practicing attorney for twenty 
years and a member of the Florida Bar 
for nine years. Mather also said that he 
had conferred with his two clients, 
Jack Williamson and Walter Woodard. 
In answer to Maire's question , Mather 
replied that neither of his clients had 
mentioned mistreatment at the hands 
of the law officers, and that he did not 
see any scars, bruises, cuts, or other 
signs of beatings or torture. Mather 
added that since both of his clients 
pleaded guilty there was not much that 
he could have done for them. Both Grif
fis and Mather said that the chief 
motive for the guilty pleas apparently 
was a determination to avoid a jury 
trial, the defendants feeling that they 
would have a better chance with a 
judge. McGill objected to this testi
mony , asserting that it would compro
mise the position of the four defendants 
during the present proceedings. The 
court overruled the objection.34 

Dr. Ralph Lingeman then testified 
that he had gone to the state prison at 
Raiford and examined the four defen
dants. He stated that they had scars, but 
that they were old scars and could not 
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have been as recent as to have been 
caused by anything that happened dur
ing the questioning the previous May. 
Also, an affidavit from the Raiford pri
son physician, Dr. A. T . Whitaker, was 
introduced which contained a report 
similar to Dr. Lingeman's.35 

Next, various law officers testified. 
They all denied that they had used 
force to obtain the confessions. F. C. 
Maddox, who was chief of police in 
Pompano at the time of the Darsey 
murder and who was implicated by the 
defendants in the brutal treatment, in
cluding pointing a gun at them, testi
fied that he was not even in the jail 
during the questioning. Maddox explain
ed that after he had brought some pris
oners to the Broward County jail he 
went back to Pompano and did not 
return to the courthouse until the day of 
the triaJ.36 Captain J. T. Williams, the 
state convict guard who was charged 
by the defense with being the chief pris
oner beater, was not present for this 
hearing, but testimony from Broward 
law officers stated that Williams was 
never within six feet of any of the pris
oners during the questioning. Deputy 
Robert Clark testified that he was in 
and out of the room where the question
ing was taking place, and added that 
he did not beat or threaten any prison
ers. Deputy Clark added that he did not 
see anyone else mistreat any of the 
prisoners.37 

Deputy R. C. Goodrich, when testify
ing, was asked by the state attorney if 
he had seen J . T. Williams beat any of 
the defendants . Goodrich asked, "Who 
is J . T . Williams?" Maire said, "I 
believe that they call him Captain Wil
liams." Goodrich said, "Oh, Captain 
Williams. No, I did not see him beat any 
of the prisoners."3R One question kept 
recurring - what was Captain Willi
ams doing there? The probable expla
nation is that he was a friend of Sheriff 
Walter R. Clark, although obviously he 
was not a close friend of Goodrich. 

Twojurors,J. N. Cain and ThomasJ. 
Collins, testified, and they both said 
that they did not see any evidence of 
prisoner abuse. J. W. Coleman, the 
court reporter, said that he did not 
notice any evidence of mistreatment 
when he took down the confessions. 
Two citizens, W. F . Ford and B. B. 
Johnson, who had been called in by 
Sheriff Clark to witness the confes
sions, testified that they did not see any 
evidence of beating, torture, mistreat
ment, or bruises. Several people who 
were prisoners in the county jail at the 
time the Darsey defendants were im
prisoned there testified that they did 
not see any evidence of mistreatment. 

It was repeated many times that 
State Attorney Louis F. Maire had 
asked each defendant separately at the 

Broward Circuit Judge George W. 
Tedder, Sr., presided over three of 
the Darsey murder trials. 

time of the confessions if any force had 
been used against them and if the con
fessions were freely given. Each said 
"no" to the question of force and "yes" 
to the question if the confessions were 
freely given. It was also pointed out 
that Judge Tedder had asked the same 
question of each of the defendants who 
had pleaded guilty, and that the judge 
had received the same answer. If Judge 
Tedder granted the Writ of Error, a jury 
would have to determine if force was 
used to obtain the confessions. If Judge 
Tedder refused to grant the Writ of 
Error, only an appeal to the Florida 
Supreme Court could save the defend
ants from the electric chair. 

Judge Tedder ruled that the confes
sions were not forced and were freely 
given, thus validating the jury verdict 
of the original trial. At the same time, 
he denied a rehearing. 

On May 8, 1934, S.D. McGill filed a 
new appeal before the Florida Supreme 
Court. It was, figuratively speaking, a 
bombshell which landed on the Brow
ard County courthouse and threat
ened to blast the Broward County court 
system to bits. The appeal charged that 
Judge George W. Tedder, Sr., a pillar in 
his church and community, was not 
really a judge; that he had obtained his 
position by fraud, deceit, and purchase. J 
The essence of the appeal was the 
charge that, after the Florida Supreme 
Court by a three to three vote in 1929 
had in effect maintained Vincent Gib-



lin in office as circuit judge, Tedder 
paid Giblin to resign. Tedder had not 
been reappointed to the bench by Gov
ernor Carlton, since his original ap
pointment had taken place before the 
three to three Supreme Court vote.40 
The appeal papers were signed by S.D. 
McGill and Robert Crawford, the Ne
gro attorneys from Jacksonville, as 
well as by A. L. McMillan, a white Fort 
Lauderdale attorney prominent in 
local Republican politics. This bit of 
legal skirmishing was the only time 
McMillan appeared in the case. It is 
easy to conclude that it was McMillan 
who peddled this bit of local gossip to 
McGill and Crawford. It was obvious 
that a "can of worms" was about to be 
opened. Judge Tedder had been serving 
as circuit judge for five years. If the 
latest appeal were to be upheld, all of 
the circuit court rulings by Tedder for 
the preceding five years might be inval
idated. All dissatisfied litigants might 
have claims against the county. In this 
event, there would be no way to esti
mate the confusion and damage. Judge 
Tedder emphatically denied the allega
tions. He pointed out that during the 
five years that he had served as judge 
of the local circuit no question had been 
raised as to his right to hold office. 
Tedder issued a statement: 

It is to be regretted that after 
five years of service this effort is 
made to impeach the validity of 
all orders and decrees entered by 
me, and in addition this is an 
uncalled for attack on my charac
ter, the evident purpose is mani
fest at this time. The citizens of 
Broward County by an overwhelm
ing majority in the 1928 election 
made me their judge. I was ap
pointed by the Governor and con
firmed by the Florida Senate and 
have held a commission for and 
occupied the office since by a man
date of the people. As a duly qual
ified and commissioned judge, I 
will continue to preside over the 
circuit court of Broward Coun
ty.4 1 

On May 21, 1934, the Florida Su
preme Court dismissed the appeal and 
in effect stated that the current case 
was no place to decide the judgeship 
question.42 By refusing to consider the 
appeal, the Florida Supreme Court up
held Tedder's right to be judge. 

Having failed with this surprising 
appeal questioning the validity of Ted
der's judicial commission, A. L. McMil
lan dropped out of the case as suddenly 
as he had dropped in. McGill again 
appealed to the Florida Supreme Court. 
In the meantime he filed a petition for 
insolvency for his clients on June 2, 
1934. The petition was granted by 

Judge Tedder on July 2. McGill's new 
appeal to the Florida Supreme Court 
rested on a number of grounds, includ
mg: 

1. The burden ofproof[that the orig
inal trial had been unfair] rested with 
the petitioners [the defendants]. 

2. The court erred in overruling the 
objections of the petitioners to the intro
duction of evidence on the part of the 
state. 

3. The court erred by denying the 
petition for rehearing filed by these 
petitioners. 

4. The judgment is against the evi
dence. 

5. The judgment is not supported by 
the evidence. 

6. The judgment is contrary to the 
evidence. 4:3 

In his appeal, McGill repeated his 
charges that the confessions were ob
tained by force and threats. He again 
implicated Captain J. T. Williams, the 
state convict guard, as the main cul
prit, and emphasized that Williams 
was not even present at the recent Writ 
of Error hearing. However, during the 
hearing, McGill had not inquired as to 
the whereabouts of Williams and had 
made no demand that he be brought in 
to testify. Thus McGill was noticeably 
more aggressive in his written appeals 
to the Florida Supreme Court than he 
was when appearing in person before 
the Broward Circuit Court. 

On December 17, 1934, the Florida 
Supreme Court reversed Judge Tedder 
and ordered a jury trial to determine if 
the confessions were forced. The only 
thing that the jury was to decide was 
the validity of the confessions. They 
were not to decide the guilt or innocence 
of the four defendants.44 

The trial opened in the Broward Coun
ty Courthouse on February 6, 1935. S. 
D. McGill began by requesting a 
change of venue. Then, suddenly, 
McGill announced by letter to Judge 
Tedder that he was withdrawing from 
the case. He said that the groups that 
had engaged him to represent the de
fendants had not paid him. With 
McGill's crusading zeal apparently 
gone, the defendants were "left flat," 
according to the local newspaper.45 
Whereupon the defendants protested 
that the legal process was going on 
without McGill. A number of business 
and political leaders were called by the 
state to testify whether or not the four 
defendants could receive a fair trial in 
Broward County. Witness after witness 
testified that the defendants could in
deed receive a fair trial in the county 
and added that they had seen nothing 
in the columns of the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News during the days following 
the Darsey murder which would in
flame race prejudice or jeopardize an 

impartial trial. One of the defendants 
who was permitted to question a wit
ness asked P. L. Hinson, county com
missioner from Deerfield, if the fact 
that the Fort Lauderdale Daily News 
had referred to them as the "Pompano 
Quartet" did not imply prejudice. Hin
son's answer was "no." This hearing 
put an added burden on the court in 
that no supporting affidavits, exhibits, 
or testimony were submitted by the 
defense.46 

S. D. McGill reentered the case as 
suddenly as he had abandoned it, 
which would seem to indicate that his 
benefactor had come across with some 
money. His first move after reentry was 
to drop the request for a change of 
venue and to gain a continuance until 
February 21. 

Accordingly, on February 21, 1935, 
the new trial started with S. D. McGill 
and Robert Crawford of Jacksonville 
present as attorneys for the defend
ants. The jurors were: Dave Turner, 
foreman; W. J. Bolick, C. Anderson 
Dickey, Charles E. Anderson, R. D. 
Cobb, D. C. Alexander, L. E. Brandon, 
D. A. Krause, H. R. Gerber, Hugh Hill, 
W. W. Bivans, and J. A. Warren. 

As the trial proceeded, the same law 
officers denied the defense allegations 
as they had done in the preceding year. 
The proceedings were largely a replay of 
the previous hearing, with the excep
tion that this time a jury would decide 
the outcome. The jury got the case on 
February 22, about 8:30 p.m. and re
turned with a verdict shortly before 
midnight. Their verdict: the confessions 
were not forced.47 

Undaunted, S.D. McGill requested a 
new trial for his clients. He made his 
appeal on the basis that the court had 
erred in charging the jury and that the 
verdict was contrary to law. Judge 
Tedder denied this request for a new 
trial, so the only means left for McGill 
to help his clients was another appeal 
to the Florida Supreme Court. 

The local frustration and disgust 
with the cumbersome legal process had 
its tragic aftermath. The result was the 
only lynching in Broward County his
tory. On July 16, 1935, Reuben Stacey, 
a thirty-seven year old Negro armed 
with a knife, allegedly attempted to 
rape Mrs. J. L. Jones, a white woman, 
at her residence west of Fort Lauder
dale. Mrs. Jones managed to fight off 
the attacker. Local citizens as well as 
local law officers searched for the cul
prit. Stacey was finally captured near 
Deerfield and brought to the Broward 
County jail. The evidence against him 
was overwhelming.48 Broward County 
was full of excited people, and a crowd 
gathered around the courthouse. The 
general impression was that a large 
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Lynching victim believed to be Reu
ben Stacey, killed by a mob west of 
Fort Lauderdale in 1935. 

portion of the tremendous crowd was 
from Pompano. 

Sheriff Walter R. Clark was afraid 
that the county jail would be attacked 
by a large force, and he was uncertain 
that he would be able to protect the pris
oner.49 After receiving approval from 
Judge Tedder and Louis F. Maire, Sher
iff Clark decided to transfer Stacey to 
the Dade County jail for safekeeping. 
In order to beef up security for the trip 
to Miami, the sheriff deputized I. G. 
Shuman, Ben Turner, and W. D. 
McDougald as special deputies. The 
sheriffs department vehicle, contain
ing deputies Virgil Wright, Robert 
Clark, the three special deputies, and 
Reuben Stacey, headed toward Miami. 
The deputies found the roads blocked 
by members of the mob, who had anti
cipated the removal of Stacey to Miami. 
Prisoner removal was what the sher
iffs office had done with the Darsey 
defendants in a similar situation, and 
the mob was determined that the sher
iff was not going to get away with it 
this time. Hoping to avoid violence, the 
deputies drove to the West Dixie High
way (U.S. Highway 441) and headed 
south . The mob was ready for this pos
sibility, and forced the deputies' vehicle 
off the read near the Seminole Indian 
reservation. They surrounded the car 
and forcibly removed the prisoner, who 
was handcuffed. Stacey was taken to a 
spot near the Jones home, was strung 
up to a tree , and his body was riddled 
with bullets. 

The justice of the peace for the Fort 
Lauderdale district and ex-officio cor
oner, Hugh Lester, conducted the cor
oner's inquest.'•O When he arrived at the 
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scene, the body was still hanging from 
the tree. Interest in the community was 
so great that the inquest was moved to 
the county courtroom in the court
house. The coroner's jury consisted of 
Joe Oliver, W. B. Whiteside, Will J. 
Reed, B. 0. Giddens, Wiley Hood, and 
C. B. Arnold. Many witnesses were 
called, and they all testified that mem
bers of the mob had worn masks. The 
coroner's verdict was that Reuben Sta
cey had met his death at the hands of 
persons unknown.5I 

The Fort Lauderdale Daily News, in 
a front page editorial, made a direct 
link between the lynching and the Dar
sey case. The editorial was as follows: 

The law is migh ty and must 
prevail. A county Grand J ury has 
been ordered to assemble Tues
day to investigate the lynching 
here yesterday of a Negro who 
was the law's ward. 

He was accused of a fo ul crime 
and had been identified definitely 
and positively. There is no doubt 
but that the avengers "got the 
right man." 

The crime that he attempted 
though his attempt was futile was 
one that has ever stirred man to 
personal vengeance and always 
will. 

The law moves slowly and pon
derously. That is admitted. The 
existence of the fact that too fre
quently is the course of justice 
obstructed by technicalities of the 
law and subterfuges ofthose who 
live by its manipulation exists in 
Broward County today. The ex
ample is a quartet of killers sent
enced to die for a brutal crime yet 
have evaded the penalty that so
ciety has decreed to expiate their 
murderous deed. But two wrongs 
have never made a right and dis
regard of the law has never 
served to strengthen it. A crime 
has been committed. Now there 

are two crimes. It is for the law to 
move to determine the facts, to 
uphold its majesty. It is not for 
the individual or a newspaper to 
assume the authority of fixing 
blame and in determining the re
sponsibility. That is the law's job. 

The execution here yesterday 
wiped out a menace to society. 
That is pretty certain, but it ac
complished that at the expense of 
law and order. The law has been 
violated and its majesty belittled. 
It is for the law to have the final 
word. 52 

A grand jury was impaneled to inves
tigate the Stacey lynching. The mem
bers were: B. L. J ohnson , forem an; 
Valen tine Martin , clerk; H. M. Bailey, 
Lucian Craig, J ohn P. Cantwell, T. L. 
Myers, Jr. , R. R. Hudson, J. W. Priest, 
R. L. Wertz, Lonnie H. Bracknell, W. G. 
Cook, Yoeman Keen, F. F . Sutton . Har
ley J . J ovenal, Herbert Herring, W. C. 
Burkett, E. C. Makemson , and T . W. 
Hunnicut. 

Twen ty-nine witnesses were called, 
including the two deputies , the three 
special deputies, J ohn Darsey, and two 
members of th e coroner's jury, Joe 
Oliver and B. 0 . Giddens. The grand 
jury cleared Broward officialdom of 
any blame for the lynching.53 

After the tragic Stacey episode, S.D. 
McGill a ppealed once again to the Flor
ida Supreme Court, as anticipated, and 
once again made the same charges of a 
forced confession gained by violence 
and threats. On April20, 1936, the Flor
ida Supreme Court reversed Judge Ted
der. The court said that the Broward 
Circuit Court's charge to the jury was 
incomplete. Tedder should have added 
the words "and freely and voluntarily 
given" to his instructions regarding 
the confessions. Instead, his instruc
tions to the jury simply stated that the 
jury should determine whether the con
fessions were forced, with no reference 
to their voluntariness.54 

Broward County Sheriff's Department, 1946. Those involved in the Darsey 
case a decade earlier included Jailer A.D. Marshall (third from left), Chief 
Deputy Robert L. Clark (seventh from left), Sheriff Clark (center), and 
Deputy Virgil Wright (second from right). 



This time, a change of venue was 
granted, and the next trial of the four 
accused Darsey killers was held in 
West Palm Beach on October 12, 1936, 
before Judge C. E. Chillingworth. A 

, jury was selected to determine if the 
confessions were forced or not freely 
given. Once again , S. D. McGill with
drew from the case, and two white 
attorneys from West Palm Beach were 
appointed by the court to represent the 
defendants . They were Sidney J. Catts, 
Jr. , son ofthe former Florida governor, 
and J.D. Ziegler. Louis F . Maire prose
cuted the case and was assisted by J. W. 
Salisbury and Phil O'Connell of West 
Palm Beach. 

Twenty-four people were summoned 
by Maire as witnesses. They included 
Thomas J . Collins and J . N. Cain ofthe 
original jury that had found Chambers 
guilty three years earlier; Sheriff Wal
ter R. Clark; and deputies Virgil 
Wright, Robert L. Clark, and A. D. 
Marshall. Also summoned were Elbert 
B. Griffis, W. C. Mather, B. B. Johnson, 
W. F. Ford, F. C. Maddox, Charles H. 
Gordon, J. W. Coleman, and R. C. Hel
ton- all white. The Negroes who were 
summoned were Percy Turner, Mack 
Little, James Little, Claudie Mack, 
Frank Manuel, Lonnie Jackson, and 
James Douglas. 

Eighty-seven men were called for 
t jury duty . Twelve were accepted within 

two hours. A number of prospective 
jurors were asked as to their place of 
birth. Most of the jurors finally ac
cepted were natives of the deep South. 
The entire array of state witnesses 
denied any cruelty or brutality against 
any of the defendants . Those witnesses 
who were not law officers testified that 
they did not see any evidence of pris
oner mistreatment. Sheriff Clark said 
that the prisoners were quizzed at in
tervals during the Saturday, one week 
after the slaying, a night climaxed by 
the confession. The sheriff added that 
none of the defendants were deprived of 
sleep for the entire night. 

Sidney J. Catts, Jr. cross examined 
the witnesses at length . He stressed the 
importance of sleep. The defendants all 
testified that they were kept up all 
night for periodic questioning and 
beatings. Catts claimed that the loss of 
sleep was, in itself, sufficient grounds 
to have the confessions thrown out as 
involuntary.55 

Despite Catts' assertions, the Palm 
Beach circuit court jury found that the 
confessions were voluntarily given. 
They arrived at this decision after con
sidering the case for fifty-five minutes. 

• Then, S. D. McGill suddenly reentered 
the case and immediately asked for a 
new trial, which was denied by Judge 
C. E. Chillingworth. 

McGill appealed once again to the 

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo 
L. Black, who delivered the court's 
decision to strike the defendants' 
confessions. 

Florida Supreme Court. This appeal 
stayed any possibility of execution 
until the case was decided. Finally, 
after a long delay, the Supreme Court 
affirmed the death sentence for the 
convicted killers of Robert M. Darsey 
on March 3, 1939. The court overruled 
the defendants' claim that Sheriff 
Clark and his deputies had subjected 
them to brutal treatment that forced 
them to confess that they had killed 
Darsey in a robbery. In affirming the 
death sentences, the court pointed out 
that the officers and other witnesses 
had testified that there had been no 
mistreatment of the prisoners in jail, 
and that the defendants' charges of 
brutality were thus unsubstantiated. 
This was the fifth time that the case 
had come before the Florida Supreme 
Court. 56 

An appeal to the United States Su
preme Court remained as the only 
chance whereby the four Darsey de
fendants could avoid the electric chair. 
S. D. McGill filed his appeal, and the 
case became the first from Broward 
County to be heard by the nation's 
highest court. On February 12, 1940, 
the United States Supreme Court ren
dered its decision. The choice of Lin
coln's birthday was obviously no coin
cidence, even though it is by no means 
certain that Lincoln, if he were on the 
court, would have voted the way the 
justices did in 1940. 

In a unanimous decision, the United 
States Supreme Court reversed the 
Florida Supreme Court. The decision 
was delivered by associate justice Hugo 
L. Black, a former United States sena
tor from Alabama and a one time 
member of the Ku Klux Klan. The 
unanimous decision accepted the 

charges of the defendants of mistreat
ment and rejected the statements made 
by the Broward official s.57 

While charging Broward Ia w officers 
with using third degree methods, the 
court stopped short of claiming physi
cal abuse. The opinion stated: "The tes
timony is in conflict as to whether all 
petitioners were continuously threaten
ed and physically mistreated until they 
finally in hopeless desperation and 
fear of their lives agreed to confess on 
Sunday morning just after daylight." 
The court went on to stress that con
stant questioning over a long period of 
time had worn down the defendants. In 
this regard , the justices used the same 
line of argument that Sidney J. Catts, 
Jr. had used in the West Palm Beach 
courtroom more than three years 
before. 

The justices also used exaggeration 
in an effort to make a point. In relating 
the history of the case, the Supreme 
Court said that the dragnet had brought 
in thirty to forty Negroes to the county 
jail. Twenty was the correct number. 
The court also stated that, "when car
ried singly from his cell and subjected 
to questioning, each found himself sur
rounded in the fourth floor jailroom by 
four to ten men, the county sheriff, his 
deputies, a convict guard, and other 
white officers and citizens of the com
munity." Broward officials had testi
fied that the defendants were never 
surrounded by ten men during the 
questioning until the confession, at 
which time other people were called 
in-Louis F. Maire, J . W. Coleman, and 
two citizens, the latter just to serve as 
witnesses. 

The court decision also made refer
ence to the defendants as "poor tenant 
farmers." lzell Chambers, Charley 
Davis, Jack Williamson, and Walter 
Woodard were not tenant farmers. 
They were farm laborers. It appears 
that young law clerks in their crusad
ing zeal did some sloppy research. The 
court decision also included some ir
relevancies, such as the statement, 
"Today as in ages past we are not with
out tragic proof that the exalted power 
of some governments to punish manu
factured crimes dictatorially is the hand
maid of tyranny."58 The defense, in its 
many appeals , never denied that Dar
sey was murdererl. . The court was try
ing to make a point, but it could have 
used another example. It is true that in 
many countries of the world there are 
manufactured crimes, but that sort of 
thing did not happen in this case. 
These errors and exaggerations by the 
Supreme Court are, for the most part, of 
the petty variety. The court could have 
stated the facts correctly and still deliv
ered the same decision. 

The Supreme Court took the defense 

winter/spring- 11 



view ofthe importance of Captain J. T. 
Williams in the case. He is mentioned 
several times. Also, the court men
tioned the sheriffs removal ofthe pris
oners to the Dade County jail as proof 
of an unfair trial, ignoring the fact that 
such a removal might have saved their 
lives. 

The United States Supreme Court 
based its ruling primarily on the Four
teenth Amendment, insuring equal 
protection of the law to all citizens, 
with some reference to the Fifth 
Amendment, prohibiting involuntary 
self incrimination. The court decision 
did not clear or free the defendants. It 
simply disqualified the confessions as 
evidence in the case. 

Most Broward Countians received 
the United States Supreme Court deci
sion with great dismay. The courthouse 
officials continued to deny that duress 
and force had been used to obtain the 
confessions. Sheriff Walter R. Clark 
emphatically denied that third degree 
methods were used and declared, "I'll 
rest my proof that the confessions were 
voluntarily given by the fact that in 
three trials in Circuit Courts where the 
Sheriffs Department was the defen
dant on the sole issue of whether the 
con fessiuus were obtained byduress, I 
was given a clean bill of he<1lth . "·"~ 

The result of the United States Su
preme Court decision put the case back 
into the Florida courts for retrial. The 
number of defendants was suddenly 
reduced to three when lzell Chambers 
went insane. He was transferred to the 
state mental hospital in Chatta
hoochee_6o 

Judge C. E. Chillingworth of West 
Palm Beach dismissed the original in
dictment because no Negroes had been 
included on the lists from which the 
grand jurors were selected at the time of 
the indictment, more than seven years 
before.6I Walter Clark had anticipated 
such an occurence, and had secured 
new arrest warrants before the Chil
lingworth action. He had the new war
rants served on the three defendants, 
and Charley Davis, Jack Williamson, 
and Walter Woodard were immediately 
rearrested.li2 

A new grand jury was summoned in 
Broward County. For the first time in 
Broward County history, Negroes were 
included on the list from which the 
grand jurors were chosen. The three 
Negroes on the list were J. Monroe 
Johnson , Claudie Clark, and Caleb Fol
som. Johnson said that he was needed 
on the farm, that he was hard of hear
ing, and asked to be excused. His re
quest was granted. Claudie Clark was 
excused because he was not a citizen of 
the United States. Caleb Folsom was 
never called. The grand jurors were: B. 
G. Johnson, foreman; E. E. Marshall; 
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Palm Beach County Circuit Judge Curtis E. Chillingworth acquitted the 
Darsey defendants in 1942. Ironically, he was himself murdered, along 
with his wife, in 1955. 

Herbert G. Jones; Frank C. Ghiotto; 
Merrill Hearington; Joseph King; D. M. 
Jordan; E. P. Dulling; Robert P. 
Graves; J. L. Meeks; James W. Moore; 
John M. Higgins; W. F. Blackwelder; 
Buford N. Giddens; Samuel Black
welder; R. L. Wertz; Allan Winter; and 
Cabot Kyle, clerk. As expected, this 
new grand jury indicted Davis, Willi
amson, and Woodard for first degree 
murder.63 

S.D. McGill appealed to the Florida 
Supreme Court for release on the 
grounds that the offense mentioned in 
the latest indictment was the same 
offense reversed by the United States 
Supreme Court. The Florida Supreme 
Court denied the appeal. 

On January 10, 1942, Judge George 
W. Tedder, Sr. ordered a change of 
venue to West Palm Beach_64 S. D. 
McGill again withdrew from the case. 
Three white lawyers from West Palm 
Beach replaced McGill. John E. Bollin
ger was appointed to represent Jack 
Williamson, J. D. Ziegler to represent 
Walter Woodard; and Sidney J. Catts, 
Jr. to represent Charley Davis. On Feb
ruary 9, 1942, Louis F. Maire went to 
West Palm Beach to quash the latest 
motions of the defense lawyers. On 

February 10, the defense attorneys 
made a motion for dismissal of the 
charges. Judge C. E. Chillingworth 
denied the motion. Then the attorneys 
for Jack Williamson and Walter Wood
ard made a motion to separate their 
cases from that of Charley Davis. Chil
lingworth also denied that motion, and 
set the trial date for March 9, 1942.65 

The "Little Scottsboro Case" drifted 
to its dreary end on Monday, March 9, 
1942, in the Palm Beach County Circuit 
Court before Judge C. E. Chilling
worth. The witnesses called by the 
state included Sheriff Walter R. Clark; 
Deputy Robert L. Clark; F. C. Maddox, 
Pompano police chief at the time of the 
murder; and Dr. G. C. McClellan, who 
had performed the post mortem exami
nation on Robert Darsey. 

Two of the defendants, Jack Willi
amson and Walter Woodard, offered to 
plead guilty to second degree murder. 
Charley Davis, against whom the state 
had the strongest case, decided to take 
his chance with a trial. Judge Chil
lingworth questioned Williamson and 
Woodard separately and then refused 
to plea bargain. The judge directed the 
trial to proceed.66 

Louis F. Maire attempted to intro-



duce evidence that Charley Davis had 
led law officers to the place where 
Robert Darsey's pocketbook and per
sonal papers were hidden, but after 
defense objection, Judge Chillingworth 
ruled that this bit of important evi
dence was part of the confession and 
was therefore inadmissible. The de
fense lawyers made a motion for a 
directed verdict of not guilty, which 
was granted.67 

After Judge Chillingworth pulled 
down the curtain on this lengthy case, 
Jack Williamson and Walter Woodard 
said that they were going to Georgia. 
Charley Davis said that he did not 
know where he was going. All three 
had judgment enough not to return to 
Pompano. Izell Chambers, who was 
not involved in the final trial, remained 
in the mental hospital at Chatta
hoochee.6R 
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THE HISTORIC 
"DANIA DISTRICT": 

Although Broward County, Florida, 
only assumed corporate existence in 
1915, the fluid flow of settlement on the 
skirts of the Everglades in the county 
resulted in cohesive, unincorporated 
communities that flourished and per
ished as floods of immigrants moved 
on in their search for stability and 
prosperity. Who today is aware of the 
life in the pre-land boom settlements of 
Pembroke, Whidby, Griffin, Progresso, 
Pelham, and Colohatchee? Yet these 
were all Broward communities with 
civic infrastructures recognized and 
commented upon by travelers and the 
news media. 

Ranking with these communities in 
population, but exceeding them in land 
area, was an area located south of State 
Road 84 and west of Dania known as 
the "Dania District." In describing and 
documenting the historicity of this 
area, only a summary of the prelimi
nary findings follow. 

When a Spanish mission arose on the 
Miami River in the mid-1560s, the 
padres came into contact and conflict 
with the indigenous Tequesta Indians. 
As testimony to the extent of Tequesta 
habitation, significant aboriginal ar
tifacts have been uncovered in Brow
ard County, and the artifacts now be
ing unearthed in the "Dania District" 
may fall into this category. 1 

Prior to 1793, the Charles and 
Frankee Lewis family settled on the 
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south fork of New River and estab
lished a plantation. Although the exact 
outlines of the central Lewis settlement 
have not been determined, certainly 
the outer extremities of this pioneer 
effort impinged upon the property 
under investigation. A description of 
improvements made by the Lewises 
has been handed down by Spanish 
officials who came to the Lewis settle
ment in 1793 to arrest the family mem
bers and to transport them in irons to 
St. Augustine for interrogation/im
prisonment. Spanish officials Sebas
tian Verezaluze and Don William 
Hambly reported to the governor at St. 
Augustine that the Lewis installations 
included a house, blacksmith shop, 
chicken coup, and plantation.z 

Charles Lewis died prior to 1819, but 
widow Frankee Lewis received a dona
tion of a section of land from the Unit
ed States government in 1823. This 
unsurveyed donation passed into the 
hands of Richard Fitzpatrick, noted 
Florida entrepreneur, in 1830 upon the 
payment of $400 to the widow. Fitzpat
rick, who would sponsor the creation 
ofDadeCountyin 1836, brought Negro 
slaves onto his property, cleared land 
and raised rice and sugar cane.3 

Prior to Fitzpatrick's acquisition of 
his New River plantation, William Coo
ley settled on New River across from 
the Lewis holdings. Around him grew 
up the New River Settlement, which by 

1836 housed approximately sixty 
inhabitants, including white masters 1o. 

and Negro slaves. Exotic New River 
attracted naturalists and travelers who 
studied the flora and fauna of the area 
adjacent to the river as well as the hab-
its of the Creek and Seminole Indians 
who resided near its banks. In 1834 the 
well-known botanist Dr. Edward Fred
erick Leitner made extensive notes on 
the soil, topography, and flora/ fauna 
of "upper" New River. Even earlier, in 
1829, Charleston medical doctor and 
newspaper man Benjamin Strobel 
explored the New River area and pub
lished an account of aspects of Indian 
life. William Wade Rigby and his fam-
ily settled on the south fork of New 
River on the Lewis plantation in 1830. 
Sometime before 1836, William died 
and apparently was buried along the 
river, the first American to be interred 
on this stream.4 

On January 6, 1836, nine days after 
the outbreak of the Second Seminole 
War, Indians from the south fork of 
New River massacred five members of 
the Cooley household and destroyed 
the New River Settlement.s 

Rampaging Indians from New River 
wreaked havoc throughout thinly 
settled south Florida and drove all l.. 

whites to Indian Key and Key West. To 
end the Indian depredations the United 
States government in October 1836 
sent 153 officers and men to New River 



Ironically, the "Dania District," an economic and 
population center in the first decades of the twen
tieth century, is today one of the few undeveloped 
properties in eastern Broward County. County His
torian Cooper Kirk began his research into the "Dania 
District" as part of a study assembled by Alandco 
Properties, current owners of a portion of the dis
trict. Using contemporary newspaper accounts and 
government documents, Dr. Kirk has reconstructed 
the history of a "lost civilization," a once-thriving 
community bypassed by the rapid development which 
has characterized the eastern part of Broward Coun
ty since the 1920s. 

In its most prosperous years, the "Dania Dis
trict" was the site not only of farms and groves, but 
also of a substantial packing house and two platted 
towns. Today, a number of manmade landmarks, 
including the Dania Cut-off Canal, and Griffin, Stir
ling and Tram roads give silent testimony to the 
period when the "Dania District" was the most pro
ductive agricultural area between Palm Beach and 
Miami. As this article demonstrates, despite the 
numerous existing publications on Broward's past, 
much of the county's history remains to be dis
covered and written. 

John W. Mulliken, first settler of 
the "Dania District" and later mayor 
of Dania. 

to engage the hostile redmen. Com
manded by United States naval lieu
tenant Levin M. Powell, the naval de
tachment destroyed an Indian camp on 
the south forks of New River, but 
caught no sight of the vanished red
men.6 

Major William Lauderdale of Ten
nessee built a fort at the confluence of 
the north and south forks of New River 
in March 1838. Likewise he destroyed a 
deserted Indian village on the south 
fork of the river. 7 

The sanguinary Seminole War ended 
in 1842, and the military establishment 
known as Fort Lauderdale was aban
doned . But meantime the Frankee 
Lewis donation passed from the hands 
of Fitzpatrick to those of his sister, 
Harriet English of South Carolina. Be
cause the donation had not been 
located by survey, the State of Florida 
sent surveyor George MacKay to New 
River in April1845 to survey the dona
tion so that the land might be patented 
to Harriet English. MacKay surveyed 
the area where Fitzpatrick had located 
his plantation and more. But eventu
ally MacKay located the Lewis Dona
tion on New River near the Atlantic 
Ocean. This initial survey of land in 
present Broward County was followed 
in 1870 by an extensive survey by Mar
cellus Williams, who held a state con
tract to survey from south of Biscayne 
Bay to Lake Worth. Williams incorpo
rated the MacKay survey into his own. 
Twelve years later, Dr. James A. Hen
shall, on a leisurely southern cruise, 
described in detail the topography and 
flora situated along and adjacent to the 
south fork of New River.s 

When the United States acquired 
Florida from Spain in 1821, all the 
property in the newly acquired terri
tory, with the exception of a few Span
ish land grants, passed into the owner
ship of the national government. By 
the provisions of the Swamp Act 

passed by Congress in 1850, all swamp 
and overflowed land in the states 
might be acquired by the states by 
meeting the terms of the act. To admin
ister the swamp and overflowed lands 
within its boundaries, the State of Flor
ida in 1855 created the Internal 
Improvement Fund, manned by the 
governor and members of the cabinet 
who were titled trustees.9 

Between 1881 and 1883 the trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund sold 
approximately 1,000,000 acres of 
swamp and overflowed land to the 
Florida Land and Mortgage Company 
Limited, an aggregation of British 
investors headed by Sir Edward James 
Reed, who later obtained the crown title 
the Earl of Pembroke. Part of this mil
lion acre land deal lay in present Brow
ard County, but a territory then part 
of Dade County.Jo 

Dania was settled in 1896 by Danes 
from Chicago, Illinois, a colony 
brought in by the land department of 
the newly constructed Florida East 
Coast Railway Company owned by 
Henry M. Flagler. A farming commun
ity grew up around and adjacent to this 
new settlement and became known as 
the "Dania District." In general, the 
amorphous boundaries of this district 
extended from present Stirling Road on 
the south to Florida Road 84 on the 
north and from just east of the Florida 
East Coast Railway westward for four 
miles. From the primal settlement until 
the Florida Land Boom of the 1920s, 
present Broward County was devoted 
almost entirely to the agricultural enter
prise and consequent social structure. 
Pioneers entered a primeval wilderness 
and began their civilization amid 
incredible hardships which broke the 
backs and spirits of all except the 
hardiest.!! 

By September 1897, John W. Mul
liken of Ewing, Kentucky, with only an 
ax and a handsaw, had cleared four 
acres of land in the "Dania District," 
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thus becoming the first to settle there. 
Within months he was followed by 
John M. Bryan, Jr., of Kissimmee, Flor
ida, and Dr. O.W. Beed and T.J. West of 
Hampton, Iowa. These hardies cleared 
land and planted citrus groves in the 
area between what became Stirling 
and Griffin roads. But along the north
ern periphery of the district and 
located on the south fork of New River, 
Lewis W. Marshall of Hahira, Georgia, 
had settled in 1895 and immediately 
began to produce superior crops of 
tomatoes and mixed vegetables.I2 

As an indication of their industry, by 
1899, part time agriculturists Beed and 
West had installed a "modern" irriga· 
tion system for the 1,700 citrus trees 
located on their grove on "Tiger Tail 
Hammock," an elevation named in 
honor of a Seminole chieftain.I3 

Matthew A. "Mack" Marshall, or "M. 
A.," as he was more familiarly known, 
nephew of Lewis W. Marshall, migrat
ed to Fort Lauderdale from Lowndes 
County, Georgia, in the fall of 1899 and 
shortly thereafter began to farm in the 
"Dania District." In early 1904, he con· 
structed the 60x100 foot Osceola Pack
ing House on the south fork of New 
River, the largest packing house in the 
area south of the south fork and de
signed to handle the production of the 
"Dania District." Within months, rail· 
road magnate Henry M. Flagler and 
other railroad men visited the packing 
house and district to inspect the agri
cultural enterprise. Settlers from many 
parts of the nation moved into the dis
trict. To capitalize on the settlement, 
Marshall acquired ownership and/or 
rights to over 2,000 acres. In associa
tion with small farmers and tenant 
farmers, Marshall became the domi· 
nant agriculturist in the district.t4 

Before December 1903, Marshall and 
four partners had incorporated the 
Osceola Fruit and Vegetable Associa
tion , capitalized at $10,000. All this 
after a voluntary association by the 
same name had disbanded. As stated 
in the legal notification of incorpora· 
tion, the principal business of the asso
ciation consisted in buying, selling, 
packing and shipping fruits and vege
tables . Ancillary to the purpose was the 
buying and selling of crating mater
ials, fertilizer, tools, agricultural imple
ments and machinery. Other business 
transacted by the association included 
the purchase, rental, leasing, selling, 
"or otherwise acquiring or disposing of 
Real Estate ... "15 

On September6, 1904, the Dade County 
Board ofCommissioners,in response to 
a petition signed by Marshall and forty· 
five others, agreed to build a public 
road from "a point on New River 
known as Osceola Camp to Dania," the 
first public rock road completed in pre-
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sent Broward County. The road was 
surveyed and platted by L. McDonald, 
county surveyor. For the private use of 
the affected farmers, the commission
ers approved a privately funded and 
constructed "tram road" to parallel the 
public road. The affected farmers were 
required to maintain the tram road 
since it was for their benefit.I6 

In 1906, powerful political leader 
John M. Bryan, Sr., of Kissimmee, pur
chased the "Tiger Tail Hammock" 
grove and property from Beed and 
West. In conjunction with his son, 
whose property was contiguous on the 
west, the elder Bryan expanded the 
Tiger Tail citrus operation until it be
came a model for prospective settlers 
and curious visitors.t7 

For the benefit of the settlers who 
flocked to the "Dania District," the 
county commissioners in 1906 author
ized the construction of a rock road 
leading from Dania to the Indian 
encampment known as Big City and 
situated where the Hollywood reserva
tion is now located. The farmers of the 
district were assigned the task of rais
ing by public subscription $1,000 of the 
$3,000 needed for the road. By mid
March the farmers had met their quota. 
Today this road is Stirling Road.tB 

The year 1906 was a watershed for 
south Florida, and for present Broward 
County no single year in its history is 
more important. On July 4, the State of 
Florida, under the leadership of Gover
nor Napoleon B. Broward, began the 
drainage and reclamation of the 
hitherto almost inpenetrable Ever
glades. The dredging of canals for this 
herculean project began on New River 
on Independence Day. Before a year 

had passed, the south fork of New River 
had been dredged through the "Dania 
District," and its extension paved the 
way for the settlement of Davie, Flor
ida, in 1910. The dredged river in
creased boat traffic to and from the dis
trict farming operations, as well as 
providing increased drainage for the 
district.J9 

.._, ,. 

In a July 1906 issue, The Miami Met
ropolis proclaimed M. A. Marshall a 
premier farmer not only of Dade 
County but of the entire state, stating 
among other things that "Mr. Marshall 
has bought and controls several thou
sand acres of vegetable, orange, grape
fruit, pineapple, peach, limes and alli
gator pear lands in company with A. C. 
Frost. Frost represents the F.E.C. Ry. 
Company, Boston and Florida Atlantic 
Coast Land Company and the Model 
Land Company at Dania." Marshall 
sold and leased to energetic farmers. 
Among his clientele were Reed A. 
Bryan and H. G. Wheeler, the former in 
charge of drainage operations for the 
state and the latter to become the owner
operator of one of the two largest mer
cantile businesses in Fort Lauderdale 
several years later. Many other less 
extensive farmers worked long and hot 
hours in the "Dania District" until it 
became the premier agricultural area 
from Miami to West Palm Beach. 
Among the latter was Marshall's 
brother, William H., destined to become .,. _ 
the first mayor of Fort Lauderdale in 
1911, and the first state representative 
from Broward County in 1915.20 

In an effort to divest himself of per
sonal farming operations, in Septem
ber 1909, M. A. Marshall advertised 
1,120 acres of"Dania District" land for 

'J 

j 
. ; 

This photo labeled "Marshel Packen House" probably depicts M.A. Marshall 's 
Osceola Packing House in the early 1900s. The 1893 date is incorrect. 
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John M. Bryan family holdings (above) and the Reed Tract. 
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"Fair Acres," the "Dania District" home of Mr. and Mrs. M.A. Marshall. 

sale, "consisting of muck, hammock, 
high and low, pine land. Ideal property 
for re-subdivision in 5 and 10 acre 
tracts. One and one-half miles from 
railroad. Best of Water." Nevertheless 
Marshall retained a 500 acre "planta
tion" where he entertained on a large 
scale visitors and friends in his man
sion dubbed "Fair Acres ."21 

Marshall 's associate, A. C. Frost of 
the "Dania District," platted a new 
town a t the time Marshall began to 
lessen his agricultural enterprises to 
concentrate on land sales. In 1909, 
Frost advertised 300 town lots for sale 
in Lakeview, a nd by August 1910, news
man George G. Mathews h ad cleared 
four acres, planted, and netted $1 ,300 
from his Lakeview acreage. Lakeview 
lay along the east side of the Florida 
East Coast Railway, west of present 
John U. Lloyd Park on the Atlantic 
littoraP2 

The "Dania District" a lso expanded 
northward in October 1910, when A. J. 
Bendle, owner of the Miami Printing 
Company and publisher of The Miami 
Metropolis, owner of the Lauderdale 
Realty Company, and former associate 
of entrepreneur R. P . Davie, pla tted and 
placed on the ma rket a section of land 
which included acreage in Sections 10 
and 15 of Township 50 South , Range 42 
East. Bendle founded here a new town 
which he named "Lauderdale." Even 
before filing the plat, Bendle adver
tised: "Much thought has been used in 
the laying out of the town. A Lauder
dale park and a poinciana park have 
been named . . . , the main business 
street will be one hundred feet wide .. . " 
Developer Bendle predicted a popula
tion for "Lauderdale" of 5,000 within 
five years. By December 2, 1910, over 
200 homes had been constructed in 
"Lauderdale" and a " tent city" arose 
where shelter could be rented for three 
dollars per week. "Lauderdale" bid fair 
to outdistance in population the unin
corporated settlement of Fort Lauder
dale, located to the north .23 

18 - Broward Legacy 

By mid-1911 the huge Everglades 
Land a nd Sales Company had partial
ly completed draining and diking over 
26,000 acres, the area where the town of 
Davie was beginning its existence. But 
fo r the purchasers of Everglades acre
a ge not yet drained, the company 
began a new but unnamed town a nd 
deeded a lot so that owners might build 
homes. It was located just east and 
south of "Lauderdale." Here settlers 
built h omes and constructed rock 
roads. H. G. Ralston, vice-president of 
the land company, engaged the Miami 
Floral Company to plant 7,000 orna
mental shrubs and trees , including 
Australian pines and hibiscus plants, 
to spruce up the land compa ny's " in
town" settlement. En route to their 
Evergla des h oldings, the populace of 
the two towns crossed the present and 
past Marshall property, and at the 
South New River Canal they took 
passage to their property. 'Glades land 
sold rapidly, evidenced by the sales 
company's disposal of land one day in 
March 1914, when of 246 men who 
viewed the Everglades acreage, 244 

purch ased 'gla des land and conse
quen tly received an "intown" site on 
which to build and to live.24 

By early 1911, Colonel RobertJ. Reed 
had served for many years as a Chi
cago, Illinois, public official and most 
lately as a real estate operator in the 
Windy City in partnership with his 
son, Captain ("Cap") William J. Reed. 
Fired by reports of the fortune to be 
made in Everglades real estate, the 
Reeds in the fall of 1911 purchased 
2,220 acres of land in Sections 28, 29, 
31, and 32, Township 50 South, Range 
42 East. Some, if not all, of this land 
purchase was from M. A. Marshall, 
who had formed the Pioneer Realty 
Company as the agency for his land 
disposa\.25 

The Reeds platted the tract into ten 
acre plots. Simultaneously they organ
ized the Dania Improvement Associa
tion, "a cooperative body for the pur
pose of clearing, planting, and caring 
for the lands owned by those who pur
chased from Maine toW ashington and 
Canada to Texas." Almost immediate
ly, the Reeds sold to 160 "contract 

Tomatoes awaiting shipment at the F.E.C. Railway's New River docks in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, c. 1912. 



holders ofland in the 'Reed Tract." One 
owner testified: "I drank water out of 
wells fifteen feet deep on your land and 
never drank better tasting water, infact." 
Contract holder Fred Randall of North 
East, Erie County, Pennsylvania, con
tinued his testimonial: " .. . I will never 
be satisfied until I live there."26 

"Dania District" property values 
rose when the first rock road to Davie 
was begun in December 1913. Rock 
from John M. Bryan, Jr.'s pit and 
rock excavated from the South New 
River Canal was used in construction 
of the road [now Griffin Road] which 
opened newly settled Davie to the 
"Dania District" and to Dania itself.27 

In a comprehensive article in The 
Miami Metropolis of May 1914, jour
nalist Myrtle English described in 
detail the topography, settlers and 
method of operation of the farmers of 
the "Dania District." Much informa
tion is given of the settlers' back
ground, their methods of operation, 
acreage production and annual profit. 
Her article is a veritable "who's who": 
she treats of the various Marshalls. 
then of the Bryans, Barretts, Mulli
kens, Reeds, Frosts, and her list goes on . 
Speaking of Reed A. Bryan and his 
brother-in-law, Frederick A. Barrett, 
she states: "[He] has one of the oldest 
groves, 10 acres in size, but now, in 
partnership with F. A. Barrett, has 
planted 20 acres in new trees . They are 
using hammock for this purpose." She 
painted "Cap" Reed as a large, pros
perous entrepreneur: "W. J . Reed was a 
large grower this year. He has about 80 
acres in all." Within a year Broward 
County would be formed from Palm 
Beach and Dade counties, with the 
"Dania District" forming the heart of 
the new county's agricultural enter
prise.28 

Colonel Reed spent the summer of 
1914 in Chicago and environs. AI- . 
though not planned as a business vaca
tion, Reed got in lots of licks for the 
Everglades as the El Dorado of Amer
ica. He spoke to gatherings in Illinois, 
Indiana, and Ohio, and sketched a 
glowing future for farmers in the 
"Dania District," particularly those in 
the "Reed Tract."29 

Through his speeches he sold twenty
six tracts and predicted " . . . quite a 
crowd will be down this winter who will 
doubtlessly buy many tracts when they 
see the land. " To facilitate his booming 
land sales business, Colonel Reed 
moved to Fort Lauderdale in early 
1914. And, son "Cap" Reed moved the 

, next year. Preparatory to shifting to 
the county seat, where he would assist 
his father in the Reed real estate office, 
"Cap" put one of his "Reed Tract" 
homes on the selling block.30 

Some idea of this property may be 

gleaned from the ad he placed for the 
sale of a part of his personal property in 
the "Dania District." The ad ran: 

For sale or trade. House and 
property two miles south of town 
on main rock road . Property 
200x1200, rock roads all around 
farm, land well ditched. Young 
lime trees out, house 28x45, 
screened, excellent drinking 
water, large new tank, electric 
lights, bath. Barn with servant's 
quarters, two stalls, room for two 
wagons, automobile garage, chic
ken house and new wired yard. A 
bargain. William J. Reed 
The younger Reed eventually sold 

this homesite, and in 1916 he was elect
ed to the first of his many terms as 
mayor of Fort Lauderdale. But, as the 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel reported, 
Reed would " . . . continue to look after 
his farming interests and packing 
house. These gentlemen [father and 
son] believe in extensive cultivation 
and building up of the soil. "31 

In August 1911, John M. Bryan, Sr., 
died at an advanced age, and the patri
arch's eighty-five acre holding, known 
both as the "Bryan Place" and the 
"Tiger Tail Grove," and a property 
which adjoined the "Reed Tract," there
after had a varied career. The aged 
widow could not maintain the vast 
acreage and groves. Eventually it was 
sold for use as a sanatorium, and large 
amounts of ornamental shrubbery and 
trees were planted as a setting for the 
infirm. Litigation soon engulfed the 
sanatorium operators, and in April 
1915 the property was purchased by 
Mrs . C. A. Carson of Kissimmee, 
daughter of the Bryans.32 

An infallible sign of an emerging civ
ilization came to the "Reed Tract" on 
November 13, 1915, when the United 
States postal service began home de
livery. Fred W. Jacques delivered mail 
in his motorcycle and side-car 
"through the Osceola Tract, and to the 
west city limits of Dania . . .. Now the 
farmer can step to the road and drop his 
mail orders to the nearby merchants 
and depend upon it being filled and 
receiving it the next day [through the 
new parcel post system]. He loses no 
time from work and his wife does not 
have to look forward with 'anguish and 
foreboding' to a day spent in shopping. 
The Rural Telephone comes next."33 

The outbreak of the general war in 
Europe in August 1914 resulted in the 
United States' agricultural industry 
reaping bonanzas in sales, and the 
farmers of the "Dania District" natu
rally shared in the general prosperity. 
Vegetables of all kinds flowed from the 
truck farms to the markets, as did cas
tor beans, whose production skyrock-

eted as the nation increasingly utilized 
castor oil for use in airplane engines 
employed on the western front. 34 

Under the driving force ofthe Reeds, 
the "Reed Tract" rapidly developed 
into the premier small farm center in 
Broward County, which began its cor
porate existence on October 1, 1915, 
with a population of 4, 763 inhabitants. 
While father and son both spent much 
time in Fort Lauderdale, where the son 
was mayor and major of the Broward 
County Home Guard, both maintained 
large-scale farming operations on the 
tract35 

A Fort Lauderdale Sentinel reporter 
vi .ed the tract in August 1916 and 
wrote an account of activities there. 
The "Reed Tract" being developed 
by the Reeds contained 3,280 acres, 
2,500 of which had been sold in ten, 
fifteen, and twenty acre tracts, and 
more than twenty families lived on 
the tract, "where they have good homes 
with all the modern conveniences of the 
old settled communities." The tract con
tained nine miles of rock roads with 
twelve more to be built. Reed and his 
son's complete rural telephone system 
connected with the Fort Lauderdale 
system, then owned by Tom M. Bryan, 
who had holdings in the tract. Free 
mail service and daily delivery of groc
eries and ice made life more amen
able.36 

Somewhat overawed by what his 
eyes saw, the reporter surveyed over 
200 acres of citrus groves along with 
forty acres of avocado pears. But 
Colonel Reed had reserved 110 acres for 
his country estate known as Raven
wood Grove, which for convenience 
and comfort was situated on a high 
ridge where it not only overlooked the 
surrounding country but was also 
favored with a cooling breeze. Around 
Ravenwood Grove Mrs. Reed nourish
ed vines and plants which flowered in 
great profusion.37 

A baseball enthusiast and premier 
umpire, Mayor Reed had reserved sixty 
acres for his ranch, "Circle R," which 
contained among other livestock fif
teen Red Duroc hogs of the finest qual
ity, a herd he planned to immediately 
increase. Velvet beans, cowpeas, pea
nuts, chufa and sweet potatoes, all 
grown on the ranch, provided food for 
the hogs. The mayor planned to feed 
his soon-to-arrive herd of cattle on the 
Natal and Para grasses he had planted 
on the edge of the Everglades' muck. 
One acre of grass would support three 
head of cattle, or if cut into hay would 
produce four to five cuttings per year.38 

The Sentinel reporter closed his com
plimentary account by commenting on 
facets of the "Reed Tract:" 

Practically every farmer on the 
Reed tract has invested in hogs 
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and chickens and are doing di
versified farming. It is on this 
tract the Everglades make their 
nearest approach to the coast. 
The muck lands coming to within 
three-quarters of a mile of the 
Dixie Highway and two and one
quarter miles of the Atlantic 
Ocean and at a point where the 
gulfstream makes its nearest ap
proach to the coast. 

Within five years of their arrival on 
the scene, the Reeds' prosperity and 
ability to transform scattered farms 
into a cohesive community drew the 
admiration of the writer and formed 
the basic theme of his report.39 

Before the commencement of the 
Florida Land Boom of the early 1920s, 
a dramatic and permanent shift oc
cured within the "Dania District." 
Prior to 1917 most of the commercial, 
political, and social affairs of the dis
trict focussed in Dania. But with the 
completion of the Dania Cut-Off Canal 
in 1918, which divided the district, the 
inhabitants of the "Reed Tract" and 
lands adjacent thereto were split away 
from Dania affairs, and consequently 
their affairs focussed on Fort Lauder
dale. Acting as a sort of Chinese Wall, 
the short canal designed to drain the 
"Dania District" lands and to increase 
prosperity, divided it and resulted in a 
diminution of Dania's growth and the 
corresponding acceleration of the 
growth of Fort Lauderdale, the county 
seat.40 

Largely unknown, or else ignored, by 
the current populace of Broward 
County is the knowledge that until the 
Florida Land Boom almost without 
exception all Broward Countian s 
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Col. Robert J. Reed (left) and his 
son William J. "Cap" Reed (right) 
promoted the most extensive de
velopment of the "Dania District," 
in the 191 Os. 

either farmed for a livelihood or else 
were in a large measure dependent for 
employment and sustenance on the 
agricultural enterprise. 

This summary delineation of the his
tory, culture and development of the 
"Dania District," which eventually 
focussed on the "Reed Tract," a dy
namic part of the district, reveals the 

existence of the earliest and most con
centrated farming area of present Brow
ard County. Currently, the "Reed 
Tract" stands alone as the largest and 
best preserved agricultural area in the 
county, and its flora, fauna and human 
artifacts give eloquent testimony to the 
primal agricultural industry and cul
ture of Broward County. 

The Dania Cut-Off Canal soon after its completion in 1918. 
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Dania A Rich 
Agricultural Country 

' 

EVERY RESIDENT OF THE TOWN IS A FARMER. ALL OF THEM GROW 
TOMATOES, MANY RAISE OTHER KINDS OF VEGETABLES AND FRUITS. 

MADE AN INTIMATE ACQUAINTANCE WITH THE GODDESS 
OF SUCCESS, AND FORTUNE SMILES ON ALL 

by Myrtle English 
Originally printed in The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Friday, May 22, 1914. 

" Is there a man in Dania who does 
not own, lease, or at least have an 
interest, however small it may be, in 
some piece of farm or grove land in the 
vicinity?" 

This was the question asked after a 
few conversations with well informed 
people of that town about conditions in 
general and what was doing. 

And the answer was "no.'' 
Now, this reply may not have been 

literally true. There may be a man, or 
stretching the point a whole lot, two or 
perhaps three men in Dania, who have 
nothing to do with raising tomatoes, or 
other vegetables, or citrus fruit, but 
they aren't telling it, if they exist, for if 
there is one thing every man , woman 
and child in Dania is interested in, it is 
farming, and tomato farming in partic
ular. 

Just as soon as the boys are big 
enough, they go to work in the fields, 
perhaps lease a tiny bit for themselves; 
the girls go into the packing houses, 
where they make four, five or six dol
lars a day; hundreds of "croppers" 
flock in from the north with the first 
tinge off all, and as for the professional 
man or " the butcher, the baker, the 
candlestick maker," tomatoes are his 
standby. A citizen of Dania may state 
his business as that of a banker, a doc
tor, a druggist, or grocer, and that may 
be true, but just the same, out on the 
front prairie or back west of the city 
there is bound to be a piece of land, 
ranging from five to fifty acres in ex
tent, which he calls his, or has leased 
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for raising a crop. No indeed, they do 
not conceal the fact, or slide over it in 
any way, for most of the substantial 
fortunes possessed in that prosperous 
community come from the rich, red, 
juicy vegetab le. 

Three Thousand Acres 

The Dania district is unique in that 
only a very few of the farmers live out 
in the country. All come into the town 
at the close of the day's work, and early 
in the morning, during the season, 
make their way into the fields. It seems 
to be a most satisfactory arrangement, 
for the tomato land in particular is 
usually somewhat low, and entirely too 
valuable to be used for the surround
ings of a home. The townsite is high 
and dry , swept by cooling breezes from 
the ocean , well laid out and apparently 
altogether satisfactory to the people 
who are united in declaring that Dania 
is absolutely the only town on earth, 
with that almost fierce loyalty which is 
characteristic of the pioneers in a new 
section such as this. There may be little 
difference between the citizens as to 
proper methods of procedure under cer
tain circumstances, but the front which 
is presented to the outside world is a 
loyal and steadfast one. 

In the district which stretches some 
five or six miles to the west, a little over 
a mile east, and a comparatively short 
distance north and south, are probably 
3,000 acres of land devoted to the 
growth of tomatoes. On hammocks 

scattered here and there are a few 
groves, with more planned, while in 
occasional patches of sandy soil are 
pineapples and small quantities of 
other produce. These are not taken into 
consideration to a great extent. 

From these 3,000 acres some wonder
ful crops have been harvested ; men 
have made fortunes, and, to be truthful, 
occasionally lost them too, as is the 
case everywhere; and millions of crates 
of produce have been picked and ship
ped out. 

Good Average Yields 

Ups and downs have been plentiful 
in the history of the tomato district at 
Dania, but considering a normal crop 
in a normal year, 500 crates to the acre 
is considered a low average yield and 
the cost of growing and getting the 
produce ready for the market is 
estimated at from $100 to $115 per acre. 
Now, of course, with the yield varying 
from this figure up to 1,000 crates to the 
acre, and the market fluctuating as 
markets always do, it is a hard task to 
estimate an average profit in a normal 
year. Martin Frost kept close count of 
his crop for three years, previous to the 
last season, and found that his average 
profit per acre was $183, on an average 
yield of about 500 crates. This, it is 
believed, may be taken as a fair sample 
of what a man may expect under ordin
ary conditions. One year Mr. Frost, 
who is a pioneer of the district, realized 
$2,036 from seven acres ofland, which 



is much ~bove his average as given. 
N.C. P1ke, whose place is a mile west 

of town, and is sand and muck, pro
duced $2,100 worth of tomatoes on four 
acres. They were early, planted in Nov
ember and off the ground before the 
others began to come in. 

Who's Who in Dania 

To give a list of the growers in Dania 
and what each is doing would be to pub
lish a directory of the town, considering 
the conditions which have been de
scribed above, but some of the concerns 
are working on a large scale which 
attracts a nd holds attention. It is said, 
however, that the matter of growing 
tomatoes is becoming less and less of a 
gamble each year. The present ten
dency is to discourage the man who 
comes in, borrows money for running 
expenses, mortgages his prospective 
crop for the seed, risks nothing and has 
all to gain. He is not catered to as he 
was a few years ago, and the conse
quences is that the conservative man is 
coming to the top. Those who plunge in 
deeply, keep out a weather eye for the 
life line, and go pretty cautiously . 

Hardee and McFarland are among 
the larger growers, and they not only 
control a large slice of land in Dania, 
but operate in other sections of the 
state, particularly south of Miami, and 
run a big packing house besides. M. C. 
Hardee is president of the Bank of 
Dania, owner of a beautiful town home 
which he just bought the other day for 
about $8,000, and interested in every
thing which will develop the town. W. 
W. McFarland has not been here so 
long but he has just finished building a 
beautiful home and will make Dania 
his permanent place of abode. This 
concern branches out into the fruit bus
iness in Arkansas and Texas, too. 

Tubbs and Johnston control 125 
acres of tomato land and also operate 
their own packing house. They raised 
some early varieties on the west prairie 
this year and made money on them. Mr. 
Johnston's brother-in-law, D. S. Weav
er of Memphis, Tenn., was down here 
this winter looking things over. He is a 
cotton broker but decided that this was 
a mighty good place to invest some 
money, so he bought 120 acres . Two 
years ago he bought 145 acres nearby, 
and nothing could induce him to sell 
either piece. 

From Poverty to Affluence 

It was about ten years ago when A. C. 
Marshall arrived in Dania. He knew 

' little about the tomato business and 
being a sensible man, started ~ut to 
!earn in the most practical way, by hir
mg out at $1.25 per day. Now his busi
ness of packing and shipping has extend-

ed until it covers the entire state, and in 
addition to controlling a large acreage 
in the Dania section, h e is interested on 
the west coast a nd in other sections. 

W. J. Reed was a large grower this 
year. He had about eighty acres in all. 
Harry S. Jones has the reputation for 
growing some of the choicest tomatoes 
in the county and more than 100 acres 
was farmed this season under his super
vision. Mr. Jones has just finished 
building one of the prettiest homes in 
Dania and says the place is plenty good 
enough for him. He owns 320 acres 
altogether, and has a big packing 
house in addition. 

J . M. Holden [should be Holding] is a 
member of the county school board and 
perhaps one of the best known men in 
Dade county. His crop, from 40 acres on 
sand and muck soil, was sold for 
$10,000 this year. 

J. W. Mulliken is one of the old timers 
there. He is from "ol' Kaintuck" and 
possesses the sterling integrity, fixity 
of purpose and perseverence, charac
teristic of the people from that famous 
state. He is a member of the city coun
cil, and has a neat home on Main street, 
as well as 150 acres offarm land and a 
packing house, in addition to a fine 
grove. 

Some of the Smaller Growers 

A profit of between $6,000 and $7,000 
from twenty acres of land is usually 
considered pretty good wages , and that 
is the estimate made of the result of 
the year's work of Charles Swanson. 

There were many others who farmed 
ten, fifteen or twenty acres . George 
Bloom was a twenty-acre man; Edgar 
Peters had a like amount and got $3,700 
for his crop; Ed. Grothen also had 
twenty acres as did also Thompson & 
Peters and H. J. Singleton. Some of 
those who cared for fifteen acres were 
G. A. Potts, BertRiel,J. P. Nix and I. T. 
Parker, cashier of the bank. 

Ten acres seems to be the favorite 
amount of land to take up and look 
after. Judge Sands, the first mayor of 
Dania [Dania's Charter of Incorpora
tion, November 30, 1904, lists John W. 
Mulliken as the first mayor], has a nice 
farm of that size. J. H. Clark, E. L. 
Smith, J. Bencer, F. H. Webber, Tippett 
& Yates, Oliver Swartz and the pioneer 
W. G. Moore were mentioned as some of 
those who have made a success on that 
a mount of land. Dr. C. E. Stewart runs 
the drug store and attends to a flourish
ing practice most conscientiously, but 
just the same there is a ten-acre tract 
back there, the products from which 
bring him a nice profit. 

Women Farm, Too 

Some of the women own pieces of 

ground which are profitable invest
ments. Of these, Mrs. H. J . Singleton 
has been one of the most successful. 
She put in five acres this season. 

W. M. Bellamy controls a nice slice of 
land and has found it a good thing on 
the whole. Peter Hansen grew about 
seven acres of tomatoes this season. J. 
R. Brown had in a like amount and Carl 
Larsen put in six acres. 

J . C. Green should have been classed 
among the larger growers, for his hold
ings this season were between twenty
five and thirty acres. A. H. McFarland 
is another one of the successful ones. 

When a man will put $10,000 in land , 
for cropping purposes only, he must 
have some faith in the country. Gus 
Nyberg has just done this thing. In all, 
he has acquired within the last few 
weeks 240 acres of marl, muck and 
sand land, scattered around through 
four sections, and he is getting it ready 
to plant next year. Mr. Nyberg has 
about forty acres in tomatoes this sea
son, and lately has been devoting his 
time to cucumbers. They have been 
growing well and have given the pick
ers a merry chase to keep up with them. 
Mr. Nyberg owns one ofthe eight pack
ing houses which are scattered along 
the track at Dania. 

Several years ago F. G. Taylor and 
his brother arrived in Dania. They 
have stuck it out through thick and 
thin, and this season farmed between 
twenty-five and thirty acres. 

A. C. Frost was also one of the first 
arrivals on the scene at Dania, and now 
with his son, Martin, owns or controls 
over 300 acres, land in the Dania dis
trict and about Lake View, a settlement 
just two and a half miles away . They 
have branched into the real estate bus
iness however and do not depend alone 
on farming. When the elder Mr. Frost 
arrived in Dania in 1901, there were 
three bachelors and one white woman 
in the place. He was an agent for the 
F.E.C. and at once began to develop the 
place, with the result that he is now 
affectionately called the "father" of 
Dania. 

Even the mayor of Dania has a crop. 
He is E. F . Nieblack who has been quite 
successful in the way of coaxing the 
tomato plants to grow and yield abun
dantly. 

Citrus Fruits 

Do not, gentle reader, get the idea 
that there is nothing but tomatoes in 
this fertile district surrounding Dania. 
One ofthe show groves of the county is 
just a little way from the town. It is that 
of J . M. Bryan three and one half miles 
west of Dania on the rock road to Davie. 
There are twelve acres in trees now 
fourteen years old, and the crop this 
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year was sold on the trees for $10,000. 
This was only a normal year, too. Both 
grapefruit and oranges are grown in 
the grove which is valued at $40,000. 
Last year, it is said, Mr. Bryan refused 
$10,500 for his crop and the previous 
year he realized $7,000 from it. Seven 
years ago, when the grove was a young 
one, he sold 1,000 boxes of grapefruit 
from it, for $2.50 a box, and 1,500 boxes 
of oranges for $1.75 a box. Mr. Bryan 
came down the east coast in the early 
days, long before the days of the drain
age canals, and taking a canoe, trav
eled over the 'Glades until he picked 
out a hammock which suited him. Here 
he started his grove. Now the land is 
high and dry, but the grove is one ofthe 
best in the county. 

About a mile away is the grove 
formerly owned by J. M. Bryan's 
father [J. M. Bryan, Sr.]. It comprises 
some eight or ten acres, and is a fine 
piece of property, but is now the source 
of litigation which has arisen over the 
affairs of the Sterling-Worth sanitar
ium which purchased the property 
some time ago. 

J. W. Mulliken's grove is about nine 
years old and is beginning to bear pro· 
lifically. He is fond of oranges and 
these predominate among his trees. Mr. 
Mulliken has fifteen acres set out and 
bearing. 

Many New Groves 

Judge George L. Glaser, formerly a 
mem her of the legislature of New York, 
and prominent in politics in that state 
for years, came to Dania broken down 
in health, not long ago. Out in the coun
try he has established his home, and 
his residence is one of the finest in the 
district, set in the midst of forty acres of 
fine land devoted to grapefruit and 
avocadoes. He proposes to develop this 
property into a first class grove and is 
giving it the intelligent care which 
spells success. 

Through the influence of Judge Glas· 
er, his friend, Dr. F. Wickham, formerly 
recorder of Queen's county, New York, 
came to Dania. The result of this visit 
was that he bought a good sized tract of 
land, built a $4,000 home, and is now 
putting out twenty acres in trees, most· 
ly avocadoes. 

Fifteen years ago James Paulson 
was a poor man, struggling along as 
many other men do. But he knew a good 
thing when he saw it and so secured 
eight acres of Dania land. This he 
planted in grapefruit and avocadoes 
with a few limes for luck. The grove is 
coming five years old, and this year he 
took $3,000 worth of fruit from it. Be· 
fore the trees began to bear Mr. Paulson 
trucked between them and kept up the 
expense of the grove in that manner. 
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He irrigated two and one-half acres of 
his land and found that it was a good 
paying proposition. 

Reed A. Bryan has one of the older 
groves, ten acres in size, but now, in 
partnership with F . A. Barrett, has 
planted twenty acres in new trees. They 
are using the hammock soil for this 
purpose. 

Groves are a rather new proposition 
for that section of the county, but the 
acreage in trees is rapidly extending, 
and it is predicted that within the next 
three years it will be more than 
doubled. 

Pineapples, Too 

As one whirls around the corner lead
ing to the main street of Dania, just 
before you get to that "speed limit" sign 
you know, one passes a big pineapple 
tract, the fragrance from which comes 
in refreshing whiffs to ones' nostrils . 
This naturally leads one to suppose 
that pineapples may perhaps be one of 
the staple crops of the section, and 
rightly, too, for they seem to do well 
there, although not grown to a great 
extent. Probably thirty cars a year are 
shipped on the average. 

S.M. Alsobrook is known as Dania's 
pineapple king. He has between thirty 
and forty acres planted to the crop. Ten 
years [ago], so the story runs, he appear· 
ed in Dania with something like $1,700. 
Today his estimated wealth is 
$100,000. A few days ago he sold his 
home property in town to M. C. Hardee 
for $8,000. 

Three thousand dollars were the 
receipts from A. H. McFarland's four
teen acre field of"pines" last year. He is 
usually pretty successful. Pineapples 
will not be so good this year, however, 
for the early bloom was damaged by 
the unusually cool weather. They are 
coming out pretty well, however, and 
will not be a total loss. 

C. M. Nelson usually grows ten or 
fifteen acres of pineapples, and there 
are a few other small fields scattered 
about in the sandy soil. 

Spuds Make Good 

One hundred acres of Irish potatoes, 
or "spuds" as they call them out west, 
produce an average of 150 hampers to 
the acre, for which the grower gets from 
$1.75 to $2.00 per hamper. 

That, in brief, is the story of the 
potato industry in the versatile Dania 
country. That strange combination of 
sand and muck found in spots some· 
times widely separated does it. Pota· 
toes will not grow well in marl , the 
farmers say, but they do take to that 
sand and muck. A. C. Marshall & Co. 
grew thirty acres of potatoes this year, 
F. J. O'Connell twenty acres, J. D. 

Doan fifteen acres, N.C. Bryan twenty 
acres, and others small patches oftwo, 
three or five acres to make up the total. 
They are planted in November and in 
March are harvested as an early vege
table, packed in hampers and sent north ..,. 
where they are welcomed as one of the 
first harbingers of the coming spring. '' 

Owing to the comparatively small 
amount of suitable soil, it is not 
believed that the potato industry will 
develop extensively about Dania, but 
those who have the proper land are 
enthusiastic over its possibilities. 

Many Other Crops 

Tucked away in various corners of 
the farms may be found small areas 
devoted to a great variety of vegetables, 
including peppers, squash, eggplants, 
cucumbers, beans, peas, cauliflower or 
cabbage. All ofthese do well but as yet 
have not been grown to any great ex· 
tent. No effort is made to develop any 
one of them into a staple product. 

"Have the farmers of Dania taken up 
the diversified crop idea to any 
extent?" was asked of a well informed 
man of the town. 

"No," he replied. "They seem to be 
willing to stick to the tomatoes, but I 
believe that the time is coming when 
diversified or rotated crops will be 
necessary." 

Dania farmers are intelligent, and ;. , 
those watching the trend of affairs pre
dict that there will be no danger of their 
making many mistakes in the matter of 
over production of one crop. Over pro
duction, they point out, was the cry ten 
years ago, when not one hundredth of 
the present crop was shipped out in a 
year. Increased transportation facili
ties, organization in the matter of mar· 
keting, and the ever increasing de· 
mand for fresh vegetables at all sea
sons of the year, will strike a balance 
with the crops, it is believed. 

Summer farming is a new departure, 
however, and this year it is said there 
will be more of it than ever before. 
Sweet potatoes are a favorite crop. Mr. 
Nix and J. W. Johnston are especially 
interested in this and have planted 
several acres to them. Corn, forage 
crops, and other experiments will be 
tried by many of the men. 

Why Is Dania? 

.. All of this great matter of production 
centers right in the town of Dania, and 
a glance at the municipality is an inter· 
esting one. In the first place, when the 
railroad was first pushed down this 
far, the station was called Modello, just :..- • 
why deponent sayeth not- the name is 
now consigned to a station in the Red· 
land district. Later a colony of Danes 
came down from Chicago expecting to 
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get rich at once. They knew little about 
farming under subtropical conditions, 
and in a short time most of them gave 
up and departed, but the name stuck 
and Dania is the title applied by the 
Danish emigrants to the place. A few of 
these original settlers stuck to it and 
are still living there, prosperous, and 
glad that they stayed. 

As was stated, A. C. Frost was the 
father of the town proper.ltgrew rapid· 
ly , and just as soon as it was large 
enough, was incorporated, some ten 
years ago, the second town in the pres· 
ent Dade county to take such a step. 
Miami was the first. Judge W. S. Sands 
was the first mayor. 

Now the town has a winter popula· 
tion of about 1,500 and is growing like 
the proverbial weed . It has seven 
stores, three hotels , a bank, fine school, 
eight packing houses, three churches, a 
water system, electric lights, and other 
improvements. Within the last eight
een months $40,000 worth of improve
ments in the way of new buildings have 
been completed and the amount con
templated for this summer is said to be 
at least $15,000. There is talk of putting 
in sidewalks along the length of Main 
street and the proposed automobile 
road to the beach promises to be a real
ity soon. 

The Town's Merchants 

Dr. C. E. Stewart is the owner of the 
drug store, and others engaged in the 
mercantile business (all farmers. too. 
remember) are F. L. Neville, R. L. 
Jones, Charles Wilers, W. M. Bellamy, 
Freeze and Mr Price. 

P. H. Roper runs the Dania hotel; the 
Dixon house is another popular place; 
and the traveling public flocks to the 
New Webb, owned by Mrs. Anna Webb, 
whose chicken dinners are famous the 
county over. 

Two years ago the Bank of Dania 
was incorporated with a capital stock 
of$15,000.1t now has a building worth 
$5,000 and its stock has advanced to a 
valuation of $150 [$150,000?]. M. C. 
Hardee is the president and I. T. Parker 
the cashier. Two years ago, also, the 
new schoolhouse was erected at a cost 
of $7,000. It will be necessary soon to 
have additional room. C. F. Mayer was 
the principal this year and his assis
tants were H. P. Ames, Miss Alice 
Strickland, Miss Louise Fullerton, and 
Miss Nellie Odom. An agricultural 
department will be introduced next 
year. 

E. F. Nieblack, the mayor, is aided in 
conducting the affairs of the town by 
the board of councilmen wh o are M. C. 

Frost, J. W. Mulliken, Gus Nyberg, F. L. 
Neville and H. T.Tubbs. 

Splendid water, from wells sixty
three feet deep, is supplied by a system 
which cost $12,000 to complete. On 
June 6, an election to vote $3,500 in 
bonds in order to complete the purchase 
of necessary pipe will be held, and fol
lowing the successful carriage of the 
measure, many new customers will be 
served. 

Women's Organization 

One year ago, the women of Dania 
decided that the time had come for con
certed action to improve the looks of the 
town. To decide was to act, and a clean
up day was the result. They did not 
s top , however, and are continuing the 
missionary work by example and con
stant effort. Just at present a block 
which constitutes the city park is oc
cupying their attention, and the wom
en are waiting for bids on the job of 
laying pipes to irrigate the tract. When 
this system is installed trees will be laid 
out, grass will be planted, a pavilion 
will be built and, in fact, a little beauty 
spot will grace the town. Mrs. McLaugh
lin is president of the organization 
which is known as the Civic Improve
ment League, and Mrs. C. E. Stewart is 
vice-president. 

The men have Masonic and Wood
men lodges. An effort is being made to 
revive interest in the Commercial club, 
which flourished about a year ago, and 
it is hoped that this move will be met 
with success. 

Lake View District 

It is practically impossible to separ
ate the Lake View District from that of 
Dania, so closely are the two allied. A. 
C. Frost laid out the town site at Lake 
View and this year some forty families 
from North Carolina cropped in the 
district. There is a store run by H. Gib
son , and the big Shull and Dillard 
packing house. W. T. George and C. 
Knight, both from South Dakota, are 
probably the largest property holders . 

There is great enthusiasm in Dania 
over the proposed extensive develop
ment of the beach. It is proposed to 
build a bridge over the canal and com
plete the road along the spoil bank, 
already built but not surfaced. The 
canal will be deepened, so that larger 
boats may come up to the town limits 
and thus provide transportation to the 
ocea n by boat or road. It is proposed to 
sell ten lots on the beach for $250 each 
and use this money for the construction 
of the drawbridge. 

With this improvement, it is pre
dicted that Dania will have claims to 
becoming a winter resort as well as a 
farming community, for the beach has 
been pronounced an exceptionally fine 
one, and the citizens of the town believe 
that they will be in one of the most suc
cessful districts of the entire east coast. 

"There are many difficulties, many 
discouragements, but we believe that 
the man who keeps a stiff upper lip and 
sticks it out, will surely win in the end if 
he stays in Dania," was the summary 
of the situation as put by one man. 

I I I 1 

The original Bank of Dania building on the east side of Federal Highway at 
Dania Beach Boulevard, was constructed in 1912 and destroyed by the 
1926 hurricane. 
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Hallandale Premier 
Vegetable Section 

RESIDENTS OF COMMUNITY BELIEVE THAT NOWHERE ELSE CAN BE 
FOUND THE OPPORTUNITIES TO BE HAD IN THE HALLANDALE DISTRICT 

WITH ITS DIVERSITY OF SOILS SUITABLE TO EVERY SORT OF 
BUSINESS WHICH MAN MIGHT CARE TO ENTER. 

by Myrtle English 

Originally printed in The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Friday, May 22, 1914. 

Hub of a district which includes 2,500 
acres of marl prairie, believed by many 
to be unequalled for the growth of 
vegetables; hundreds of acres of ham
mock land already developed into fine 
citrus fruit groves; and thousands of 
acres of pine land almost untouched 
and which will prove a gold mine of 
possibilities, Hallandale, twenty miles 
[sic.] north of Miami, is considered by 
many to be one of the most fortunately 
located towns of Dade county. Without 
fuss or feathers, the town has been 
quietly growing and developing. There 
has been no boom-no great advertis
ing scheme has been promulgated to 
draw settlers-it is simply a sub
stantial, solid community of people 
who own their own land, for the most 
part, and patiently and modestly carve 
their own way in the world. Many of 
them have worked to good purpose, for 
some neat fortunes have been realized 
in this busy community, which is the 
largest shipping point for vegetables in 
the county, north of Miami. 

Hallandale has fifteen packing 
houses, from which, in a normal seal'(:m 

Hallandale is, without a doubt, just 
about the best place on earth. 

NAMING THE TOWN 

In 1897, a colony of Swedish immi
grants, honest, God-fearing people who 
are famous for the good type of citizens 
they make, settled on the prairies in 
this district. From this fact there arises 
a little dispute as to the exact deriva
tion of the name "Hallandale," for 
some say that it was called thus from 
the county "Halland" in Sweden, while 
others declare that it was named for 
Luther Halland, an agent of the rail
road land company, who first super
vised the selling of the land. Fearing 
that confusion might arise because of 
the similarity of the name "Halland" 
with that of "Holland" on the west 
coast the post office authorities refused 
to let the first stand, so the suffix was 
added and it has been Hallandale 
since. However the name was derived, 
it has come to stand for progress and 
prosperity, happiness and health. 

put all of their eggs in one basket, 
Andrew Carnegie's advice to the con
trary. Carnegie says to put all one's 
eggs in one basket and then watch the 
basket. Mr. Yeagle, by the way, in
vested much of his money in Miami. 

This year cannot be taken as a stand
ard, however, for the abnormal cold "' 
spell worked havoc among the tender 
tomato vines. At least 1,000 acres were 
planted to tomatoes and before March 
only 75,000 crates had been shipped, as 
the bulk of the harvest was yet to come. 
However, many of the plants have 
come up again, and probably 100,000 
more crates will be sent out, for the 
pickers are .now busy in the fields. 
Shipments of 400,000 crates in a season 
are considered normal, however. This 
year the farmers have received around 
$2.25 per crate for their produce. 

Along the railroad tracks and extend
ing through the town are the packing 
houses where the tomatoes are pre
pared for shipment. There are three 
owned by the North American Fruit 
Co., and others are operated by J. B. 
Wofert & Co., H. A. Barnett, Wigby, 

at least 400,000 crates of tomatoes are 
shipped out. The town also has three 
churches, the Union, Swedish Luther
an, and Methodist Episcopal; a school 
which supports three teachers; three 
stores, one general and two grocery; 
dozens of nice homes equipped with 
every possible modern convenience 
and rivaling those of a city; a brass 
band of twelve pieces which practices 
every Tuesday night; a social club 
which keeps the place lively during the 
winter time and fully 500 enthusiastic 
citizens who are firmly convinced that 

TOMATOES BIG CROP Geiges Bros ., W. H. Strickland, C. -=1 
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How does $7,000 net profit in two 
years from nine acres of land sound? 
Pretty good, eh? 

Well, that was the nice little sum 
cleared by West Yeagle during the two 
seasons preceding the one just closed. 
Tomatoes did it, and tomatoes in past 
years have brought in hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to the community, 
and will probably in the future do the 
same, although the farmers have come 
to realize that it is not a good thing to 

Curci, Ed. Johnson, Wilkins & Yeagle, 
Tatem Wofford, E. Somers, W. Engers, 
L. Schomburger & Burks. 

THOSE WHO GROW TOMATOES 

Of the 2,500 acres of marl prairie, 
only about 1,400 acres are under culti
vation at present, and with few excep
tions this has been used exclusively for 
tomatoes. The district is divided in two 
by the railroad, that on the east being 
known as the "front" or "east prairie" 

. .... . 
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Scandinavian-style farmhouse, with living quarters above the barn, in 
early twentieth century Hallandale. 

and that on the west as the "west 
prairie." 

On the east side, one of the largest 
growers is the North American Fruit 
Co., of which L. H. 0 . Sjostrom, a Hal
landale pioneer, is manager, which has 
over 300 acres in tomatoes. J. B. Moffitt 
has about 100 acres in that crop; How
ard Wilkins has ten acres; E. V. Palm
quist has twenty-one acres; C. V. Palm
quist has a field also and altogether 
this season had 60 acres of tomato 
land; while others who grow in that 
section are Ed. Johnson, Mr. Larson, 
and Mr. Wigby, as well as several who 
have small fields of two or three acres. 

West Yeagle's famous field is also on 
that side of the track. 

THE WEST PRAIRIE 

There is less danger of damage to 
crops by flooding on the west prairie, it 
is said; and in consequence many 
farmers have preferred to settle there, 
although those on the east side stand 
up staunchly for their section of the dis
trict. The marl land on the west seems 
to be of about the same quality, perhaps 
a little darker in color. All of it is filled 
with tiny shells, and crossed with 
strips of pine land, or dotted with the 
higher hammocks. 

E. Anderson 's place is one of the first 
reached on the west prairie and he 
farmed fifty acres this year, all in toma
toes. H. Barnett put in eighty acres to 
that crop and his brother, Bob Barnett, 
had a small patch also. N. A. Carlson 
put in between fifteen and twenty acres 
to tomatoes and H. E. Rojero [Rogero] 
had the same amount. The father ofthe 

> latter also had a field which produced 
exceedingly well. 

William Swaverly farmed twenty 
acres of prairie land this year; Mr. Hed
rick also put in some truck. Charles 

Ericson planted between twenty and 
twenty-five acres this season. 

Henry and George Geiges are among 
the large growers of the district and 
own considerable acreage scattered 
about through the prairie as well as 
some fine grape-fruit land. L. Schom
burger has forty-five acres of land 
which was first planted in tomatoes. E. 
Somers is another of the larger farmers 
for he has fifty acres, while David 
Krumm farmed twenty-three acres this 
season. 

Ford Thompson, W. E. Williams, and 
many others have farmed smaller 
pieces of land, which swell the total 
acreage to fourteen hundred. 

BEANS AND CUCUMBERS 

For the first time in the history of 
Hallandale, a solid carload of cu
cum hers was shipped from that station 
today . This crop had scarcely been con
sidered, but when many of the growers 
decided not to try for tomatoes again 
this season, after March, cucumbers 
and beans were planted as a last resort. 
How those cucumbers did grow! They 
simply jumped out ofthat marl soil and 
the delighted farmers could almost see 
the runners reach out as they started 
down the rows. The yield has been from 
150 to 200 hampers to the acre, and 
about twenty-five acres have been 
grown to that crop. 

E. E. Somers planted thirteen acres 
to cucumbers; David Krumm had two 
and one half; L. Schomburger, seven; 
the North American Fruit Co., five; and 
the others one or two acres each to 
make up the total. The vegetables are 
picked two or three times a week, and it 
keeps the growers hurrying to catch up 
with them. Nice, firm, crisp cucumbers 
they are, too, just right for salads, and 
of delicious flavor. The price was good. 

As for beans, they, too, have done 
well somewhat as an afterthought, and 
probably 150 acres have been planted 
to the crop. The average yield has been 
between 100 and 125 hampers to the 
acre, which has come in mighty handy 
late in the season. Egg plants and 
peppers have been grown this season, 
only on a small scale, perhaps fifty 
acres altogether, scattered in tiny spots 
all over the prairie, and grown only as a 
side line. 

DIVERSIFIED CROPS 

Farmers of the Hallandale district, 
however, are beginning to realize the 
necessity for diversified crops. Toma
toes are on the whole a paying proposi
tion, but they realize that nature some
times interferes with the watch kept on 
the one basket, and that there must be 
some protection assured the grower in 
case of disaster to the tomatoes. 

The excursions into the realms of 
cucumbers, beans, etc., made this 
spring, have, it is believed, opened the 
eyes of many of the growers to the 
advantages to be obtained by growing 
various products instead of only one, 
and indications are that from now on 
the majority of the substantial farmers 
will divide their farms and go in for 
more intensive cultivation, which 
means trucking. One ofthe pioneers in 
this line is David Krumm, who is con
ducting a sort of educational campaign 
among the farmers and who has a con
vincing object lesson on his little farm 
out on the west prairie. 

MR. KRUMM'S 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

There are few men who can make 
$100 from a strip ofland four feet wide 
and 216 feet long. Also there are few 
men who can grow three crops on the 
same piece of ground in one year, and 
who, in the little section not much 
larger than a third of an acre can have 
about twenty vegetables growing all at 
the same time. This is just what David 
Krumm is doing, however. Before he 
came here five years ago, from Phila
delphia, Mr. Krumm was in the truck
ing business and studied it as a science. 
He came down here and grew tomatoes, 
just as every one else has done. He was 
successful, too, but was not satisfied 
with the one-crop theory, and believed 
that this marl soil could grow just 
about everything in the vegetable line, 
so this year he started out. In his 
tomato field was a little "Pot hole" 
which had never been cultivated. He 
dug some ditches in it, drained it off, 
and went to work. 

Celery he decided would be some
thing new here, so the strip four feet 
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wide and 216 feet long was set out to 
celery. On November 15 the seed was 
sown , and in April the crop began to 
come off. The varieties planted were 
Golden Self Blanching, White Plume, 
and Green. They took to the soil like a 
duck to water, and in consequence the 
celery h as become famous all over the 
northern part of the county. It is be
lieved to be the first celery grown h ere 
for commercial purposes, a nd it is from 
this crop that Mr. Krumm will get his 
$100. Next year, Mr. Krumm will plant 
the seed in August and have celery 
ready for the Christmas market. He is 
delighted with his success a nd is inter
esting other fa rmers in the same plan. 

20 VARIETIES OF VEGETABLES 

In the little garden spot Mr. Krumm 
this year grew cauliflower, cabbage, 
onions, potatoes, peas, wax beans, six 
varieties of beets, carrots, parsley, tur
nips, Brussell's sprouts, head lettuce, 
corn, r utabagas, and many other 
vegetables. He believes that one may 
rotate tomatoes, cucumbers and corn 
on the same piece of ground in one year, 
and keep up a steady income in that 
way, or other crops also may rotate 
according to the length of time required 
for ripening. 

After his first crop of tomatoes was 
cleared away, Mr. Krumm put in two 
and one-half acres of cucumbers. He 
clea red the ground off so that not a 
weed is in sight, and then placed the 
vines as they grew so as to leave space 
for the pickers. This has been found a 
great convenience, and adds to the 
appearance of the field. On March 5, 
just for an experiment, Mr. Krumm 
planted five acres of tomatoes, and 
today they are settling down fruit, are 
large healthy vines and give every 
indication of a crop which, though late, 
will be good . At Mr. Krumm's private 
packing house were seen cucumbers, 
wax beans and celery being shipped to 
a firm in Miami. He says that he can 
pick the produce from the field in the 
morning and have it in Miami by noon, 
insuring absolute freshness . Hallan
dale is destined to become a great 
garden spot, he thinks, and none is 
more enthusiastic over it than h e. 

Painstaking care in growing the 
plants is his theory, and no weeds are 
permitted to cut off the light or air. Mr. 
Krumm is opposed to the theory of 
planting tomatoes between rows of 
grass as is practiced in many places. 
He says that it cuts off the air supply 
and that it causes the sun's rays to con
centrate so that the plants get exceed
ingly hot. He prefers to give the leaves 
and stalks all of the sunshine and air 
they can get. 

Five acres of land are being planted 
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to beggar grass and sorghum, for for
age, by Mr. Krumm . This is also in the 
nature of an experiment. 

FRUIT THERE, TOO 

Not alone in the vegetable line does 
the H a llandal e distri c t shine, for 
throughout it are some splendid groves, 
many of them a lready yielding hand
some returns to their owners, while 
others have just been set out and are 
not yet bearing. Until the last year or 
so, the h a mmocks have been used al
most exclusively for the groves. This 
soil, it is claimed, produced superior 
fruit, with trees of unusual health and 
freedom from pests. 

Recently a number of owners of the 
front prairie land have started to put 
that in grapefruit, believing that it will 
prove successful, and the experiment is 
being awaited with keen interest. To 
the west, the pine land is in the process 
of clearing, and in a few years, the pre
diction is made, th ere will be thousands 
of acres in grove. 

C. R. Ferguson, formerly chief of 
police of Miami, has a twelve acre grove 
from which this season he harvested 
about 3,000 boxes of fruit . Reed Bryan 
of Fort Lauderdale also has a fine 
grove in the Hallandale district. There 
are eight acres in his piece, and the 
trees bore well this season. Three 
groves of grapefruit and oranges, com
prising forty acres in all, are owned by 
the North American Fruit Co., while 
others who have tracts ofland in either 
bearing or non-bearing trees are L. 
Toms, who just sold his place for 
$6,000; William Enger; William Swaver
ly, whose ten-acre grove has just been 
set out; J. W. Johnson; the Hedricks; 
Nipe Brothers and others. The Nipe 
brothers are from Frederickstown, N.Y. 

Many of these groves are in the dis
trict surrounding the Pembrook [Pem
broke] saw mill , about two and one-half 
miles west of Hallandale. Close by here 
is the grove owned by Carl P. W eidling, 
consisting of twelve acres and includ
ing a variety of fruit . A. K. Smith of 
Miami also owns six acres set to trees 
near there. George Galloway has three 
acres which are bearing well, and the 
Padgetts (Henry, Guy and Roland) are 
also successful in the growth of citrus 
fruits. Mr. Galloway has some limes 
and lemons and also mangoes, avoca
does, cherries and other fruit for var
iety. Emmett Patrick has as nice a little 
place of some two and one-half acres, 
all cleared, as one could find. J. R. 
Charlton, one of the oldtimers, has 
eight acres in fine trees . The total out
put of citrus fruit this year was between 
8,000 and 10,000 boxes. 

The saw mill at Pembrook is in 
charge of J. T. Hutto, and from 4,000 to 

5,000 feet of lumber are put out every 
day. There is a lso a school house at the 
tiny settlement, a nd it is believed that 
in time a nice town may build up there. 

The citrus fruit industry is practi
cally in its infancy, but this year a large 
acreage is to be set out to trees. There ~ 
seems to be little difficulty in persuad-
ing the seedlings to grow and flourish 
a nd the agitation against the one-crop 
theory is probably responsible for the 
added interest in fruit. Mr. Krumm has 
just bought ten acres for a grove, and he 
says that many others are planning on 
doing the same thing. 

POTATOES, TOO 

Seven miles west of Hallandale, right 
on the edge of the 'Glades, where the 
sand and muck soil is found, N. C. 
Bryan, one of the pioneers, has a potato 
farm. From fifteen acres he h arvested 
1,600 hampers or four carloads ofbeau
tiful Murphies, and is growing the 
second crop for this season, which will 
probably do about as well as the first. 
Sixteen years ago, Mr. Bryan came to 
the country. He likes to grow potatoes, 
and the plants thrive under his care. 
His second crop was planted in March 
and will soon be ready for the harvest. 

C. M. Howell is another one out in 
that vicinity who is growing potatoes. 
He has also planted tomatoes and 
beans and has done well. 

Corn is coming in for its share of 
attention this season, and has grown 
with unusual rapidity. 

PINEAPPLES COMING ON 

Within the next six weeks the tomato 
crop will be out of the way in the pack
ing houses and then will come the 
pineapples. Perhaps the largest grower 
of this crop in the Hallandale district is 
the North American Fruit Co., which 
has 100 acres of fine fruit. There are a 
few other smaller patches about, but 
the industry has not been followed 
extensively. Here, it is pointed out, is 
another opportunity. 

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES 

Nowhere else in Dade county, say the 
Hallandale enthusiasts, is there the 
opportunity to be found in that section, 
combining such a diversity of soils, 
suitable for every sort of business into 
which a man may care to go. In sixteen 
years the community has been develop
ing slowly, and the surface has only 
been scratched, it is believed, and in the 
marl prairie, the rich hammock, or the ._, 
strong pine land, there is a golden store 
of wealth which will in a few years 
make the Hallandale district one of the 
best known along the east coast. 



Davie First Reclaimed 
Land in the Everglades 

VISIT TO THE FAMOUS SECTION IS A LESSON IN OPTIMISM AS THE 
FARMERS ARE ALL CONFIDENT OF THE FUTURE POSSIBILITIES OF THE LAND 

WHICH CONFIDENCE IS BACKED UP WITH PRESENT AND PAST 
RESULTS IN THE GROWING OF WONDERFUL CROPS 

by Myrtle English 
Originally printed in The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Friday, May 29, 1914. 

One's brain convolutions are given a 
sudden and decidedly unexpected twist, 
which might by no means be called 
unpleasant, upon the occasion of one's 
first visit to the Davie farm. By the time 
the second visit takes place, the little 
tracks which we are taught are made in 
the matter by each new impression 
take some definite direction. After 
many visits one might perhaps just 
begin to realize what Davie means, 
what it stands for in relation to the 
future of Florida, and what is in store 
for those pioneers who are standing by 
the proposition through thick and thin, 
sure of success in the end. 

Davie is in the Everglades. Yes, those 
same Everglades we all read about in 
the "jography" when the thrilling story 
of the "impenetrable swamp inhabited 
by alligators, huge snakes, monster 
turtles and brilliantly colored birds" 
was accompanied by a picture of the 
aforesaid swamp with its various pop
ulation which was enough to make 
one's flesh creep. It has always been a 
mystery how those pictures were ob
tained in an "impenetrable" country. 

On a Level Plain 

Cunningly hidden by Mother Nature 
behind a fringe of jungle which makes 
a trip up the New River exceedingly 
picturesque, if one journeys to Davie by 
that means from Fort Lauderdale, is 
the broad level plain stretching far out 
to the horizon, and embracing thou
sands upon thousands of acres of land 
in one corner of which is Davie, small 
in comparison with the whole, yet at 
the same time, the largest piece of 
absolutely reclaimed land in the Ever-

glades. Here, in deep, black soil, which 
fairly seems to exude richness, plants 
of every variety, which beggar descrip
tion, grow, blossom, bear fruit and 
spring up again time after time, in a 
never ceasing procession of production, 
which almost defies belief without 
actual observation of the accomplish
ment of the fact. 

Drainage is responsible. By the ex
penditure of hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, canals have been dug, dikes 
built, and pumping plants installed, 
affording both protection from the 
great overflow from Lake Okeechobee 
many miles away, or from the 
droughts, which, paradoxically as it 
may seem, do sometimes injure the 
plants. 

Reclamation Methods 

There are 2,000 acres in the Davie 
farm, that is the land within the dikes, 
of which perhaps 800 are under cultiva
tion, although practically the entire 
tract is sold. Most of the farms are in 
ten or twenty acres. In order to make 
the land habitable the entire year and 
to prevent flooding of the crops, an 
immense dike has been thrown up 
around three sides while on the north is 
the bank of the state drainage canal 
[south fork of New River]. Running back 
through the tract at right angles to the 
canals are the laterals, ditches suf
ficiently large to carry off all of the 
water, and also to serve for transporta
tion purposes. These laterals, however, 
do not empty into the main canal, but 
flow into a collecting canal which runs 
parallel to the state waterway. The 
water is thus collected in here, and by 

means of pumps, lifted over the bank 
into the state canal. There is a pumping 
station on the south side of the canal 
and another on the north. The former is 
run by steam and has a capacity of 
15,000 gallons per minute, while the 
latter uses gasoline for power and 
pumps 9,000 gallons per minute. The 
system is so arranged that should the 
instruments record that the water level 
is too low, the water is forced back 
through the laterals and to the land, 
thus in reality providing sub-irriga
tion. 

This expensive system has been the 
reclamation of Davie, and has made 
possible the present day conditions 
there, where its residents enthusiasti· 
cally declare will some day be a great 
city. 

History of the Farm 

It is not necessary here to go back 
into the history of the tract, for there 
really is not much to tell. It was bought 
by the Everglades Sugar & Land com
pany and developed by this concern, or 
rather allied companies which finally 
merged into that corporate body. Mr. 
Davie, after whom the place is named, 
was once interested in it. About four 
·years ago the first settlers began to 
arrive. Many of them were from the 
Panama canal zone, and, so the story 
popularly goes, impelled by memories 
of their life in the southern region, 
named the place Zona, although the 
tract was still called Davie. Only re
cently the post office name was offi
cially changed to Davie, and now Zona 
IS no more. 

In 1910 a few stragglers arrived to 
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take up their holdings and begin the 
task of carving their fortunes, not in 
stone or clay, but in the muck. The 
Cross brothers were among them, as 
were also James, William and Thomas 
Hill. Prof. A. W. Potter, now president 
of the Davie Board of Trade and highly 
influential in the community, came in 
1911. 

Those people had no easy time. They 
took a risk when they went there, know
ing that the land was not thoroughly 
drained as yet, and that the dikes were 
not built, and the rains fell and the 
floods came in truly Biblical fashion . 
There were alligators galore, often in 
the door yards; wild duck flew low over 
the wet fields; travel was almost im
possible for the rock road to Dania was 
then but a thought and the boat trip 
down the river was a slow one. Those 
were truly pioneering days for the little 
band of people who saw the possibili
ties of the "black soil belt" and stuck to 
it. 

Then, as the seasons passed, and not 
many of them at that, the canals suck
ed out the surplus water from the land; 
the dikes were finished, and this year 
$18,000 was received by the farmers for 
produce represented by shipments of 
9,000 hampers oftomatoes, beans, pota
toes, peppers, egg-plant and other veg
etables, and judging from present pros
pects, next season's returns will be 
much larger. 

Over Two Hundred There 

Since 1911 approximately 250 people 
have settled at Davie. Some came south 
for their health; others to escape the 
cold winters. For a few perhaps, it was 
somewhat of a lark, but most of those 
who went into that new country, little 
understood, scarcely known, with the 
intention of working hard and making 
homes in which might some day be 
found all of the comforts and many of 
the luxuries of life. Some of the homes 
contain that already, for a majority of 
those who live at Davie are indepen
dent, prosperous men and women who 
have enjoyed advantages, frequently 
unusual, and come from refined and 
cultivated homes. 

There is a marked spirit of coopera
tion among the people of Davie and 
their hospitality is famous. Witness 
how they entertained the Orlando good 
roads boosters the other day. The Or
lando men and women could not get 
over talking about it for, in the lang
uage of the small boy, it was "some 
spread. " 

Farm Improvements 

Now that we have the setting and the 
situation, and have introduced the char-
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acters in a general way, it might be well 
to proceed with the story, which is, if 
the gentle reader has not guessed it 
before, a simple little tale of what will 
be seen when you visit the Davie farm, 
and everyone is sure to see it sooner or 
later, you know. 

Along the south dike is a well sur
faced rock road leading in from Dania, 
and built directly on top of the dike. 
About the middle of the tract, the road 
leaves the dike and passes between the 
farms, clear through to the canal, mak
ing easy access to the townsite by 
automobile. Eventually rock roads will 
be built, it is hoped, through other sec
tions of the farm, so that transporta
tion will be an easier matter. 

Dotted over the landscape will be 
found the cottages of the dwellers. 
None of them are pretentious. Few coun
tries just three or four years old do have 
pretentious homes, but the majority of 
them are mighty neat little places with 
a substantial atmosphere about them 
which is delightful. Some artistic bun
galows have [been] built and the cozi
ness of them is somewhat of a surprise 
in many cases. About many of them are 
neat little patches oflawn, flower beds 
are common, while pots of ornamental 
plants are to be seen on every porch. 
Ornamental trees and shrubs are com
monly found and the amount of work 
which has been done by the farmers, in 
addition to overseeing their cropping, 
is considered remarkable. 

Some Davie Folk 

W. S. Bush is one of the latest arrivals 
at Davie. He has purchased a nice tract 
of ten acres down in one good corner of 
the farm and there is trying his luck 
with various vegetables. He seems 
much encouraged, too, and announces 
that he is here to stay. 

When the famous dinner was given 
to the Orlando people the other day, the 
dessert was strawberries, and luscious, 
red and juicy they were, too, over which 
the visitors smacked their lips appreci
atively. These berries were grown by H. 
M. Viele, whose ten acre farm is one of 
the show places of the tract. Mr. and 
Mrs. Viele have spent much time in 
beautifying the surroundings of their 
pretty bungalow and, in cooperation 
with some of the neighbors, have work
ed out some interesting hedges, and 
now also have a nice grove of banana 
plants. There are divers and sundry 
kinds of plants growing on the Viele 
place, all well worth seeing. 

A. E. Taylor is another who comes in 
with the "ten acre" men. He has a nice 
little place, with many improvements 
and some good tomatoes and staple 
crops. 

Next on the list is J . S. Norton who 

has been doing general cropping and 
finding it just about as interesting and 
profitable as any other occupation 
could possibly be. The outdoor life ap
peals to him. 

When M. Cantwell purchased his 
farm, he varied a little from the usual ~ 
and secured an extra two acres, making 
his place just equal to a dozen. He 
thinks it is at any rate, and this year 
realized a neat sum from it. 

Literary Folk 

Pages might be consumed were one 
to begin to tell the history of the Steeles, 
both husband and wife, if one knew it, 
for more than thirty years of news
paper work for each has given them a 
fund of information and a library of 
reminiscences stored away which is 
enviable. 

Many years ago, R. F. Steele, then 
city editor ofthe Chicago Tribune, gave 
Peter Finley Dunne (Mr. Dooley) his 
first assignment as a cub reporter. 
From Chicago to Galveston, from New 
York to San Francisco, Mr. Steele has 
been connected in important positions 
with the leading newspapers of the 
country, and Mrs. Steele has been no 
whit behind them , for all her life she 
has been in the profession, specializing 
in court work. 

They have a little home at Davie with 
ten acres of land where they have pro- 1~ 
duced some remarkable crops in a little 
more than a year. Mrs. Steele has be
come quite an authority on the possibil
ities of the Glades and has written a 
number of articles about them. 

Another literary person who lives at 
Davie is H. E. Earle. It is difficult to get 
Mr. Earle to talk about this phase of his 
life, but he will admit to having had a 
number of articles published in The 
Country Gentleman and other high 
class publications . Mr. Earle is a 
botanist and takes up the cultivation of 
the soil and the raising of plants from a 
scientific standpoint. His pansy bed is 
famous the tract over, and the pride of 
them is an enormous variety, as nearly 
dead black as a pansy can be, looking 
even more smooth and lustrous than 
the finest velvet. Mr. Earle was re
cently elected a member of the board of 
supervisors of the Davie sub-drainage 
district, which has been organized only 
a few days, and which, it is expected, 
will, under the new laws,prove of great 
benefit. 

Chickens Profitable 

C. L. Nichols has thirty acres of! and, ..._ 
and in addition to his trucking he is 
going in for chickens on a big scale. 
Special preparation is being made for 
them, and during the next year he 



Davie pioneers enjoy an excursion to Dania Beach, 1913. 

expects to establish good sized busi
ness. Since he has plenty of room, Mr. 
Nichols has been paying considerable 
attention to the various forage grasses, 
particularly the para and St. Augus
tine. The para grass flourishes with 
unusual rapidity in the muck soil as 
does also the other. 

Another man who is going in for the 
chicken game, or rather has already 
plunged, is W. E. Wadsworth. The other 
day 90 healthy chickens were hatched 
out on his place. He has an incubator 
and with these 90 as a start he expects 
to prove tha t, while perhaps there may 
not be a fortune in chicken raising 
there, it may be profitable and bring in 
a nice income during the season when 
the land is resting. 

Practically all of the farmers have a 
few chickens for their own use, and the 
specimens shown are unusually healthy. 
A. B. Lowe has a big 30-acre piece of 
ground and he too has gone in for poul
try . His white Leghorns look fine . Mr. 
Lowe proposes to make his place a 
highly developed a ll around farm. He is 
a hustler, and is now prominent in the 
various affairs which come up, particu
larly in regard to the vegetable grow
ers' association , of which he is presi
dent. To Mr. Lowe's industry is largely 
due the success of the entertainment to 
the Orlando people last Wednesday, for 
he worked all the previous day making 
preparations and until one o'clock that 
night, as well as being on hand bright 
and early the day of the big event and 
on the run until the last visitor had 
departed and the last fork or spoon 
returned to its rightful owner. 

Still More Chickens 

Charles Hendricks, who has not 
lived in Dania long, is another man 
who has faith in chickens. He is just 
starting out, but the fowls are doing so 
well that he says by next fall he expects 

to have 300 at least. At present he has 
21 laying hens, all White Leghorns, 
and 170 chickens. Disease or pests 
seem not to bother them. 

C. E. Hendricks, a brother, is another 
chicken enthusiast and one might al
most imagine that Davie is one chicken 
farm , from the number who are inter
ested in raising them. Such is not the 
case, however, but many believe that it 
will in time be one of the staple resour
ces of revenue. Mr. Hendricks has 100 
chickens and like the others reports 
that all are doing well. Few are lost 
when the incubators hatch out, it is 
found. 

Joseph Davis has some 75 chickens 
and others who have nice little flocks 
are Frank Boyd and A. W. Potter. Of 
course none of these raise nothing else 
but chickens, but they do find them a 
profitable side issue and valuable addi
tions to the farms. 

Some raise ducks, too, and Mrs. H. M. 
Viele in particular has some fine spec
imens of the Indian Runner variety. 

Celery Grows There 

Who says celery will not grow on 
muck? 

No one would dare make such an 
insinuation after seeing the celery rais
ed this year by A. Emans on his 20-acre 
farm . Crisp, sweet and well flavored, 
the celery has attracted much atten
tion . Mr. Emans has about eight rows 
of it 200 feet in length. He grew it more 
for an experiment than anything else, 
and is simply delighted with the out
come. He expects to go into the celery 
raising on quite an extensive scale next 
season. In addition to his trucking, Mr. 
Emans has also gone into tlie nursery 
business and now has some 500 sour 
orange seedlings and about 8,000 grape
fruit. Like many of the others there is 
room for chickens too, on his place, and 
he has 40 nice ones righ t now. 

John Aunapu is another one of the 

farmers in Davie who, like the rest, is of 
the opinion that it is just about the best 
place on earth. He has a well developed 
little farm . H. Bartell , his neighbor, 
owns ten acres on which a lso much of 
interest may be found. 

Da vie citizens are peaceable and law 
a biding, but just to remind them once 
in a while that the dike does not give 
them a principality of their own, a dep
uty sh eriff has been placed there. He is 
J . B. Porter. The business of deputy 
sheriff is not a strenuous one in that 
community, so Mr. Porter finds plenty 
of time to develop hi!' ten acres of land. 
He has a general crop. 

His neighbor, W. S. Garnett, also has 
a good crop of tomatoes, beans and 
other vegetables. He has ten acres nice
ly improved and a neat little home. 
Walter Henry is another resident of 
Davie whose place is worth seeing for 
the excellent manner in which it is 
maintained. 

Forage Crops 

Five acres of Rhodes grass will be 
planted this summer by W. H. Ham
mers [Hammer] who has approximate
ly 20 acres in his farm, therefore plenty 
of room for practical experiments with 
the forage crops. Rhodes grass is be
lieved by many to be the best variety for 
this purpose, while some favor the para 
of which there are a number of small 
patches scattered throughout the tract. 
There are a few thoroughbred Jersey 
cows on the tract and it is believed that 
with the successful growth of forage 
plants, which all believe to be only a 
matter of sufficient time to get the roots 
well set, stock will be another valuable 
addition to the assets of the com
munity. 

These farmers in a new country have 
found so many things waiting for them 
to do that some have been put offlonger 
than others, and the stock matter is one 
which has waited. 

Murray Wilson is also the possessor 
of twenty acres offine land on which a 
multitude of various vegetables are 
grown . W. S. Brooke also has 20 acres, 
and of his property nine acres are plant
ed to grove. 

Citrus Fruits 

Citrus fruits will in a few years, it is 
anticipated, be another of the money
making products of Davie. Owing to 
the newness of the country of course 
none of the trees are yet in bearing, but 
they are healthy looking, and many of 
the farmers are putting out new tracts 
into trees, trucking between them in the 
meantime. 

Beside Mr. Brooke's grove, C. A. 
Walsh has the only other large citrus 
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grove. His is ten acres in size and has 
just been planted. Emans' nursery 
stock is supplying many with seedlings 
and it is expected that within a com
paratively short time, every farm will 
have at least sufficient fruit to occupy 
the household needs, if not to ship out. 

Some Potatoes 

J. B. Ott and Co., the "Co." being a 
number of fellow Germans who are 
proving to be among the best farmers 
in the district, grew the biggest crop of 
potatoes this season, for they had fif
teen acres to that vegetable. The tubers 
grow most luxuriantly in the muck soil, 
too, and are smooth, firm, free from 
blight, and of bright color. Early pota
toes seem to be much in demand and 
the little group of Mr. Ott's associates 
expects to specialize in that line. 

Veteran of the Civil War is J. B. 
Thompson, who has found that the 
hardships of life in a new country are a 
little matter after a strenuous cam
paign, and he is winning the present 
fight for a livelihood in a new country. 
He has ten acres of choice land. 

Gustave Sear also has ten acres of 
land with the usual crops, and Frank 
Voight, who lives over on the other side 
of the canal, has 30 acres from which he 
is deriving a nice income. 

Last, but by no means least in the list 
is Prof. A. W. Potter, president of the 
Davie Board of Trade and prominent in 
affairs of the district. He was at one 
time a professor in the University of 
Michigan, later taught mathematics in 
various colleges, and is the author of 
several text books along that line. He 
might come under the literary list, but 
he really stands in a unique niche by 
himself. 

Prof. Potter likes the south, he likes 
Florida and Davie especially, and with 
his good wife, declares that this will be 
the place where the remainder of his 
days will be spent. All sorts of interest
ing things are found on his farm, and it 
will be remembered that he took sweep
stakes for his exhibition at the county 
fair, when 90 vegetables, fruits and 
plants were shown. 

Amusements in Davie 

Going on the theory that "all work 
and no play makes Jack a dull boy" or 
Jill a dull girl, the people of Davie have 
arranged for plenty of pleasure to re
lieve the daily routine. The Concordia 
club of which W. H. Aires is president 
and A. Dahman is secretary-treasurer 
has a number of good times during the 
year. Sometimes these take the form of 
dances, and other gatherings are ex
cursions down to Fort Lauderdale 
beach, picnics, boating parties and var-
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ious other entertainments. Mr. Aires 
and Mr. Dahman are both busy farm
ers but find time to keep the club going 
in good shape. 

About 30 congenial souls have organ
ized a six o'clock dinner club, with 
meetings every Wednesday evening. 
Each housewife supplies one dish for 
the dinner, and the result is a happy 
gathering, a good time and no burden 
on the hostess. 

Musical people are frequent, too. A 
male quartette [sic.] composed of 
Messrs. R. J. Wanklyn, Henry, Lowe, 
and Viele, with Mr. Leavitt as pianist, 
furnishes good music on many occa
sions. The voices of the men blend well , 
and they have sung together sufficient
ly to be in perfect accord. Mrs. Henry, 
who recently arrived in Davie, is also a 
good pianist, and there are a number of 
musical instruments to be found in the 
little homes of the tract. 

A Board of Trade 

Strictly up to date are the men of 
Davie, who recently organized a Board 
of Trade which promises to be a factor 
in the business life of the place. Prof. A. 
W. Potter is president of it, and it has a 
full quota of officers. One of the first 
important steps taken by this organi
zation is an agreement among the mem
bers to put out their seed beds on a cer
tain date. The plants will then be set 
out at the same time, and will be ready 
for harvesting at the same time, thus 
insuring carload shipments, reducing 
the cost of marketing, and adding to 
the profits. This is only one of the many 
plans of the organization. 

Davie is by no means all farms, for 
about the center of the tract, along the 
canal bank, is the village and townsite 
where it is hoped there will quickly 
grow up a good sized town. D. N . 
Graves, the postmaster, also runs a 
general store with a goodly stock of 
necessaries. There is the big packing 
house of the Southern Produce Ex
change, a busy place during the harv
esting season, where the 9,000 or more 
crates of produce were loaded on the 
barges and sent down the river. Then 
there is the new canning factory; a 
school, two schools in fact, with 44 pu
pils enrolled altogether taught by Miss 
Hicks and Miss Bivans; and a new 
hotel. The townsite has been platted, 
and prospects are that it will grow 
rapidly.lt is understood that a number 
of businessmen are planning to estab
lish themselves there soon. · 

The Canning Factory 

Edward Stiling of Detroit is getting 
the canning factory in readiness for 
use, and hopes within a season or two 

to have the produce coming in so that 
he will be kept busy the year around. 

His machinery is not all on hand at 
present but will be ready soon, and 
eventually it is expected that 30 per
sons at least will be given steady em
ployment there. His tomato canning :.. 
apparatus will have a capacity of 
10,000 cans per day. The big steam ket-
tle for making catsups has a capacity of 
60 gallons and his sauerkraut machine 
will turn 2,000 heads of cabbage into 
the famous Dutch dainty every day. 

Sixty acres of tomatoes and between 
50 and 60 acres of beans will keep the 
factory busy at present. Eventually 
vegetable soup and all sorts of pre
serves and catsups will be made. The 
cans are sealed by a crimping machine 
instead of being soldered and it is the 
purpose of Mr. Stiling to make every 
nook and corner absolutely sanitary. 
His building has provisions for sleep
ing rooms for his employees. 

Although they have been in Davie 
only six weeks, Mr. and Mrs. L. F. Law
rence of Calumet, Mich., have estab
lished a nice little hotel and have a 
number of regular boarders. When fin
ished their house will have 13 rooms. It 
is the first structure to go up on the 
townsite. 

The Demonstration Farm 

So much has been written about the 
demonstration farm, conducted by the r.., 
Everglades Sugar and Land company 
that to say anything more about it is 
almost trite. It is conceded to be one of 
the most remarkable spots in the state, 
for on the small tract over 200 varie
ties of fruits and vegetables are grow
ing, or have grown during the season. 
Robert Warner is in charge and not a 
fruit or vegetable may be mentioned 
but that he can take you to some spot on 
that farm and show it to you. 

E. B. Embry's tobacco field of one 
acre, from which 1,500 pounds will be 
harvested, is one of the sights of the 
farm and he also has a tobacco house 
where it is being cured. This is the first 
successful experiment in tobacco con
ducted in the Everglades, and it is 
probable that many farmers will take 
up this line. 

Up the canal a short distance there is 
another experimental station, the real 
purpose of which is a mystery. It is 
owned by Adams and Moore and there 
are ten acres of land under cultivation. 
This, it is said, is all that is known 
about the place. All employees refuse to 
give out any information. 

A lesson in optimism and faith is a 
visit to the Davie farm with a chat with \e. 

the farmers who live there, for they are 
confident of the future, have faith in 
the present and apparently have clear 
consciences regarding the past. 



IGHLIGHTS 
LASS OF 1923 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

The outstanding achievements of the 
class of '23 did not suddenly become 
evident in the spring of 1923. They 
really began in the year 1911-1912, 
which was the first school year for the 
class graduating from Fort Lauderdale 
High School in 1923. Each year we built 
on the foundation of the preceding 
year. Throughout our twelve years in 
the Fort Lauderdale schools, we had 
some very good teachers. We also learn
ed with inexperienced teachers who 
really knew us and our families. 

In 1911 our first grade attended Cen
tral School on South Andrews Avenue 
near South Fifth Street. This building 
was the first full-sized school in Fort 
Lauderdale. It was built in 1910, when 
Fort Lauderdale was still part of Dade 
County. 

Out of a large first grade in 1911, Carl 
Philip Weidling and I are the on ly 
members who can boast of surviving 
twelve years in the public schools of 
Fort Lauderdale and graduating in 
1923. Carl Philip, or J unie, as we knew 
him, started off on the right foot by 
entering school in September. His fam
ily came by train from Tiffin, Ohio. In 
Tiffin, they took a horse-drawn taxi to 
the railroad station. In Dania, a dray 
wagon brought their trunks from the 
railroad station to the house. They 
moved to Fort Lauderdale after living 
in Dania a short time. 

School was a major adjustment for 
me in 1911. I had been the baby of the 

• family for five years before my brother 
John William, or Bill , was born. Then , 
in the middle of October, I was placed 
in a large class of my peers who had 
already learned the rudiments of read-

by Gertrude Boyd 

ing, writing, and school routines. In 
addition, we h ad come from Kansas 
City, Missouri, where we had gas house 
and street lights , paved streets and 
sidewalks, and streetcars for transpor
tation . In Kansas City, th e sch ool 
served hot soup on cold days. In Flor
ida, we had kerosene lamps and lan
terns. The streets were white Ojus rock. 
We walked to school and carried a sack 
lunch. 

The teachers had little time to teach 
me what everyone else already knew. 
With the help of my older sisters and 
some of my classmates, I soon man
aged to recogn ize words fro m the 
wiggly lines on the pages of McGuf-

fey's readers. Catching up with other 
class members made me feel less like a 
misfit, and I looked forward to going to 
school every day. 

Our teachers were Fannie Bessant 
Bryan, wife of Frank Bryan, and Jean 
Bessant Oliver, wife of D. D. Oliver. 
Both women had taught before they 
were married. As I recall, grades one 
and two were in one room. There was so 
little room that two pupils used one 
desk or crowded around tables. If there 
was space, we sat on the floor. 

In the third grade, Eleanor King 
Smith drilled us on the fundamentals 
of reading, writing, and arithmetic. At 
this time she was a senior in high 

Shortly after arriving by train with her family in October, 1911 , 
Gertrude Boyd began first grade at the old Fort Lauderdale School 
building on South Andrews Avenue (later Broward County's first 
courthouse). Graduating from Fort Lauderdale High School in 1923, 
she received her A.B. and M.S. degrees from Florida State University, 
and her Ed.D. degree from Colorado State University. 

Following a long career in education, Dr. Boyd retired as Profes
sor Emeritus at Arizona State University in 1972, and returned to 
Broward County. She currently makes her home in Plantation. She is 
the author of four books and numerous articles and bulletins on 
elementary education and language arts. 

Through her many years as an educator, Dr. Boyd has retained 
clear and insightful memories of her own school days, which span
ned the period between Fort Lauderdale's incorporation and the 
beginning of the 1920s land boom. Her reminiscences of the illus
trious "Class of 1923" capture the flavor of childhood life and 
education in Fort Lauderdale during the 191 Os and early 1920s. 
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series of women teachers. Of the forty
three pupils listed in the spring of 1915, 
seven completed high school in 1923. 
These were: Gertrude Boyd, Editha 
Perala, Willis Johnson, Mark Mahan
nah, Carl Olander, Carl Philip Weid
ling, and Frank White. Four of the ~.; 
forty-three graduated in 1922 by com
pleting the seventh grade during sum
mer school. These were: Charlotte Far
rington, Inez Reed , Robert Mathews, 
and Henry Marshall. Tony Tommie, a 
Seminole Indian, was listed among our 
fourth graders. Hugo Dichtenmueller 
entered Fort Lauderdale schools in the 
fifth grade. His family came by train 
from North Dakota. 

Second grade class at the Fort Lauderdale school building on South 
Andrews Avenue, 1913. Gertrude Boyd is in center row standing sixth 
from left. 

The new Fort Lauderda le High 
School building housed both high and 
elementary school pupils. As fifth grad-

school. During that year she completed 
her high school courses. This seemed to 
be a common practice for several years 
when James S. Rickards was principal. 
My sister, Eleanor Boyd Miller, also 
taught third grade while continuing 
her high school courses. 

In January 1914, Mark Mahannah 
entered our third grade class. His fam
ily came from Iowa by train, first stop
ping in Palm Beach. They moved to 
North Lauderdale, then known as Colo
hatchee. 

After three years of local teachers , 
Mary MacGregor was hired. As I recall, 
she was from Canada. We soon were 
copying her clipped speech and clear 
enunciation. Geography was the new 
major subject in the fourth grade. Much 
tim e was devoted to learning the 
groups of states, capitals, largest cities, 
and principal rivers. For several years I 
tried to show off my new found know
ledge. Sometimes family mem hers were 
a mazed; sometimes I was told such 
information was neither needed nor 
wanted. 

I have no claim to fame in athletics. 
In the early grades the girls played 
jacks, marbles, and jump rope. In the 
upper grades Pop the Whip and Porn 
Porn Pull Away were popular. The boys 
played marbles, ball, and such physi
cal endurance tests as wrestling. One 
year in high school I played running or 
side center in basketball. 

During the year 1914-1915, the Fort 
Lauderdale High School building was 
completed at a cost of $55,000. Among 
the items placed in the cornerstone 
were lists of names of all pupils en
rolled in school. The lists were recov
ered when the building was torn down 
in 1970. The fourth grade list included 
forty-three names, twenty-seven of 
whom were boys. The ratio of boys to 
girls each year explains, in part, the 
discipline problems encountered by the 
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expectations. We all were in an oper
etta, and also sang at our grade school 
graduation exercises. 

We began our first year of the four
year high school program in the fall of 
1919. All four classes assembled in a 
large study hall each morning. Morn
ing devotionals were a must. The first 
semester of one year the principal ex
hausted the topic "Keep your heart 
with all diligence," and the second 
semester we endured "For out of it are 
the issues of life." 

Fort Lauderdale Central High School, 1915-1962. 

Having a different teacher for each 
subject created greater interest. There 
were few choices. Some of us completed 
four years of history, English, math, 
and Latin. Other courses offered in
cluded Spanish, French, science, in
dustrial arts, and business. 

ers, we attended the "new school," 
which stood where the Landmark 
Bank building now stands [the prop
erty bordered by Broward Boulevard, 
Federal Highway One, Southeast 
Second Street, and Southeast Third 
Avenue in downtown Fort Lauderdale]. 
Getting to school was a problem for the 
children in our family. We always had 
sack lunches and books to carry. Often 
getting a late start, we walked at a fast 
pace, sometimes running. We cut a
cross an old cemetery to get from South
west Ninth Street to Seventh. This was 
an area between the F.E.C. tracks and 
South Andrews Avenue. Later, during 
a period of rapid expansion in Fort 
Lauderdale, these two blocks were used 
as a campground for families who had 
not found a house to live in. Several 
years later, South Side School was built 
here. 

Mrs. William Kimmel found fifth 
graders hard to control. She was not 
well, and, as an aid in keeping order, 
the shades were drawn and we spent 
the year speaking in soft tones and 
straining to see the chalkboard in the 
semi-darkness. It is not exactly clear 
what particular things we learned that 
year, but we were well prepared for 
sixth grade. There we had a light, airy 
room, and Mattie Baker for a teacher. 
Mrs. Baker taught with a firm, demand
ing voice and willow switches. We 
crammed more facts and worked dil
igently preparing materials for the 
county fair. Mark Mahannah relates 
with wry nostalgia that Mrs. Baker 
often sent Tony Tommie to the creek 
near the school to cut the willow 
switches. Tony often cut notches so the 
switches broke easily. 

Another new year brought a teacher 
from out-of-state, a Miss Neal with 
beautiful red hair and a temper to 
match. In the seventh grade, boys were 
as large or larger than the teacher. We 

were patriotic-we sang "America" or 
"The Star Spangled Banner," followed 
by the salute to the flag. We probably 
recited the Lord's Prayer, as a few 
fanatics had not begun to dictate the 
activities ofthe many at that time. The 
girls learned to sew and cook with 
Myra Mcilvaine Marshall, and the 
boys made useful articles, such as bird
houses and cutting boards, in manual 
training with William Kimmel. 

The eighth grade was a joy - Miss 
Holbrook came into our lives. She was a 
small woman, not much larger than I, 
with a ready smile and a sense of learn
ing together which we had not exper
ienced before. We tried to live up to her 

During our sophomore year we had 
two or three different teachers for Eng
lish. During the second semester, a 
local minister, Dr. [R. D.] Tracy [of All 
Saints Episcopal Church], was hired. 
Our text became the Saturday Even
ing Post. In retrospect, I am amazed 
that we were allowed to abandon the 
textbook in favor of a weekly magazine 
which was just beginning to be widely 
read in our community. But this maga
zine, costing us five cents each week, 
worked a miracle to whet the jaded 
interest of restless sophomores. We 
studied grammar by noting good sen
tence construction .. We learned how 
short stories, editorials, and articles 
based on facts were organized. By 

Tony Tommie (right) with Edith Lewis, c. 1915, the year he entered the 
first grade at the Fort Lauderdale school. He was the first Seminole Indian 
on the east coast of Florida to attend a white school, and advanced 
rapidly, reaching the fourth grade before the year was over. 

winter/ spring- 35 



Graduation portrait of Gertrude 
Boyd, 1923. 

using current materials we became in
terested in learning the fundamentals 
of our English language. For years I 
looked forward each week to reading 
about the fishing escapades created by 
Philip Wylie for his two main charac
ters, Des and Crunch. 

After analyzing current writing for 
unity , coherence, and emphasis, Eng
lish and American literature, with ex
tensive descriptive passages and long, 
involved sentences, was boring. Get
ting ready for finals during our junior 
and senior years required memorizing 
the table of contents. What a contrast 
to the previous year! 

School spirit was high for our bas
ketball and track teams. We practiced 
yells and sang the "Flying L" song 
with gusto. The melody was from the 
University of Illinois, but the words 
were the first school song for our high 
school. This song, with some changes, 
is still used. 

Our class took honors in athletics, 
especially in our senior year, but we 
also achieved in other a reas . On the 
lighter side, we participated in plays 
and operettas. The Literary Society 
was organized in our sophomore year. 
We became acquainted with plays and 
other literature suitable for reading 
aloud. About half the class sang in the 
Glee Club or chorus one or more years, 
thus providing a nucleus of singers for 
operettas and plays. Marston Bates 
played cornet in the orchestra for four 
years . Frances Coleman and Berniece 
Albertson played violin. 

Nothing But the Truth, by James 
Montgomery, was our senior class 
play. Philip Weidling had the lead with 
eleven other characters, which includ
ed four of our star athletes: Mark 
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Mahannah, John Burwell, Carl Olan
der, and Willis Johnson. We raised 
$250.00 on tickets which probably sold 
for fifty cents. This money was our gift 
to Fort Lauderdale High. 

The Radio Fair Committee was start
ed in our sophomore year. John Bur
well was executive chairman. Among 
the other active committee members 
were Evelyn Fritz, Robert Blakely, and 
Winfred Stilwell. 

During our senior year, the Drama
tics Club presented three one-act plays 
under the stage title "The Masquerad
ers." Evelyn Fritz, Ruth Teal Dichten
mueller , and Philip Weidling distin
guished themselves in the Freudian 
comedy Suppressed Desires, by Glas
pell . 

The debating teams were organized 
by Carl Hiaasen . For the tri-county 
debating meet, three 1923 seniors pre
sented the affirmative side of the topic 
"Resolved - That the United States 
should own and operate the coal mines 
of our country." Marston Bates, Evelyn 
Fritz, and I won the championship at 
the White Memorial Temple in Miami. 
Fort Lauderdale High School won the 
negative side of this topic at our high 
school auditorium, debating against 
West Palm Beach High School. The 
champions for the negative side were: 
Maude Flowers Cason, Winifred Dal
quist Smith, sophomores; and Delmar 
Portwood, freshman. 

Other medals were also won. In 1921 
Editha Perala won a mathematics 
medal, and I won an English medal. 
The following year Ruth Teal Dich
tenmueller and Cecil Turner won reci
tation medals. 

Late in our senior year we received 
the first charter for a Broward County 
school for membership in the National 
Honor Society. Among those accepted 
were: Marston Bates, Evelyn Fritz, and 
Gertrude Boyd. 

The first "Flying L" was published ~' 
by our class. Almost half the class 
worked on the annual. This book, con
sisting of fifty pages, cannot compete 
with the streamlined, professional an
nuals coming from the Fort Lauderdale 
high schools today . But for the year 
1923 it was quite a feat . Unlike the class 
of 1919, whose class will, prophecy, and 
history were published in the local 
paper, The Sentinel, our annual is in 
permanent form for all posterity to 
peruse. The Class of 1924 found getting 
out an annual required more planning 
and work than th ey were willing to 
give. They settled for a short booklet. 

After graduating from high school, 
individuals continued to achieve. We 
can boast of one Ph.D., one Ed. D., three 
masters , and at least five bachelors 
degrees. Our scholars also have pub
lished books, pamphlets, and articles to 
their credit. 

From these firsts and outstanding 
achievements of the class of 1923, 
well ... 

As you can clearly see 
The Class of Nineteen Twenty-three 
Could rest on its high school laurels. -;._, 

But over the last sixty-four years 
or more 
Each member has added to the score 
As homemakers, writers, teachers, 
businessmen 
Continue to strive to reach a star. 

Students, and one teacher, from the Fort Lauderdale High School Class of 
1923, photographed at a 1978 reunion. Standing (left to right:) Philip 
Weidling, Mark Mahannah, Hugo Dichtenmueller, Carl Olander. Seated (left 
to right): Marion Hill, former teacher Carl A. Hiaasen, Gertrude Boyd. 
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FILIBUSTERING EXPEDITION OFF NEW RIVER 
Reprinted from The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Friday, June 4, 1897, pg. 8 

Fillibustering has been attracting a 
great amount of attention again this 
week in and about Miami. The latest in 
this line was the capture ofthe stream'r 
Dauntless off New River Inlet after 
attempting to transfer a cargo of arms 
and munitions of war from the steamer 
Biscayne Monday. The capture was 
brought about in this way: 

Benjamin E. Hambleton and T.S. 
Harris , the former a special inspector of 
th e treasury department, and the 
latter, who has been in Miami for the 
past year and is generally supposed to 
be a Pinkerton detective in the employ 
ofthe Spanish government, got wind of 
an expedition which is proposed to get 
off from New River Inlet this week. 

Mr. Harris hied himself to Ft. Lauder
dale to watch events, while Mr. Hamble
ton chartered the schooner Privateer, 
belonging to Ball Brothers, and started 
for New River Inlet last Friday night. 
The Privateer reached the inlet Satur
day morning and those on board dis
covered the Dauntless lying at anchor 
off the inlet. Proceeding up the sound 
the Privateer came to anchor near the 
steamer Biscayne which was lying tied 
up to the bank. Mr. Hambleton sent a 
messenger to Ft. Lauderdale with a 
telegram for the treasury officials at 
Jacksonville who proceeded to have the 
cruiser Marblehead, lying at Key West, 
go to the scene with the result which 
will hereafter be related. 

When the Privateer had come to 
anchor commenced a watch of two 

1 days. Mr Hambleton remained below 
decks out of sights awaiting results . 
Saturday night the schooner Volusia of 
New Smyrna pulled up into the sound 
a nd proceeded to come to anchor upon 

the other side of the Privateer from the 
Biscayne . On board the Volusia were 
some 25 or 30 Cubans. During Satur
day n1ght, Sunday and Monday night, 
Hambleton kept shady. 

Late in the day Sunday the Biscayne 
slipped her cables and started up the 
sound for Ft. Lauderdale. At the rail
road bridge crossing New River at Ft. 
Lauderdale a vast amount of "hard
ware" was taken on board as well as a 
large amount of coal in bags. Harris 
was watching conveniently near and 
declares the "hardware" to have been 
rifles, ammunition and other war 
munitions. 

Early Monday morning the Biscayne 
pulled out from Ft. Lauderdale towards 
the inlet, and as Harris was not invited 
to accompany her, and as he could not 
secure another boat, and as the walk
ing was not good and he could not fly, 
he stayed behind, leaving the impres
sion that there were no government 
officers in the way. Hambleton was out 
with his weathereye. The Biscayne and 
Volusia pulled out to sea and hauled to 
by the side of the Dauntless a few 
minutes before 4 o'clock Monday 
morning. 

Soon after the work of transferring 
the "hardware" from the Biscayne to 
the Dauntless was commenced, Hamil
ton [sic] in the Privateer with the Ball 
Brothers, put in an appearance. In com
pany with C.A. Ball, Hamilton [sic] 
dropped off the port side of the 
Privateer in a "dinky," being out of 
sight of those aboard the other vessels, 
as the Privateer passed near them. 

A few strokes of the oars brought 
them alongside of the Biscayne before 
the "fillibustering" party knew what 

was up. Here Hambleton claims he met 
resistance. He says the mate of the 
Biscayne, W.B. Spiers, refused him per
mission to come aboard. A brief discus
sion followed. Being still refused, Ham
bleton pulled out a double-barreled 
shot-gun from the bottom of the 
"dinky" and leveled it on the mate, 
announced that Spiers as well as the 
Biscayne were under arrest, exhibited 
his official badge, and got aboard, 
followed by Mr. Ball. Hambleton 
deputized Mr. Ball to take charge of Mr. 
Spires [sic] while he proceeded to look 
up the captain. Captain F.B. Sebate 
was found in the pilot house and was 
placed under arrest. At the same time 
Hambleton arrested a third person 
whom he seems to think was R.T. Goff, 
superintendent of the F.E.C.R.W. 
[Florida East Coast Railway]. This 
person was superintending the trans
ferring of the cargo from the Biscayne 
to the Dauntless. 

Hambleton then called upon those 
engaged in transferring the cargo, in 
the name of the United States by the 
authority in him vested, to desist from 
their work and to assist him in execut
ing his orders. At this point Hambleton 
found himself in the hottest box he had 
ever before been in his life. He says a 
huge fellow made for him declaring he 
would throw him overboard. Another 
fellow drew his revolver and begged the 
men about Hambleton to get out of the 
way and he would put daylight through 
him. Hambleton says between these 
two and a half dozen others who were 
threatening him he had all he could look 
out for . He kept his shot-gun trained on 
the fellow who was bent upon hoisting 
him into the briny deep and a close 
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bearing upon the one manipulating his 
popgun, and would have killed either or 
both had it been necessary to do so in 
self protection. 

Mr. Hambleton was standing with 
his back against the pilot house trying 
to keep watch on the back-front-right
left-top-down-side all at once. Someone 
slipped around from behind the pilot 
house and grabbed him around the 
arms and threw him to the deck. In the 
scuffle which ensued Hambleton says 
his gun was taken away from him and 
that he was severely kicked and pound
ed, the effects of which still show. 
Hambleton chose discretion as the 
better part of valor and pulled away for 
the Privateer, while the exchange of the 
cargo from the Biscayne to the Daunt
less went merrily on. 

After about half of the cargo had 
been transferred to the Dauntless the 
Marblehead hove in sight from the 
southeast. So interested were all in 
their work that it is supposed vigilance 
was relaxed as the ' Marblehead was 
close upon the Dauntless when first 
sighted. The Dauntless and the Bis
cayne cut loose from each other , the 
Biscayne putting from the inlet and the 
Dauntless setting a course northward. 
This was about 5 a .m. Had the Marble
head been an hour later the Dauntless 
would have gotten safely away. 

When the Dauntless steamed away 
the Marblehead was less than three 
miles off, at a point nearly directly off 
the inlet. The Dauntless struck north 
with the Marblehead close upon her. A 
merry race it was, so the Balls and 
Hambleton report, who were watching 
it from the deck of the Privateer at an 
anchor in the sound. The Dauntless is 
supposed to be an 18-knot boat while 
the Marblehead is the 16-knot class. It 
was thought that very soon the Daunt· 
less would distance her pursuer. But 
this was not the case. 

The distance between the two boats 
gradually lessened as they steamed out 
of sight. In about three hours from the 
time the race commenced the Marble-

head had closed up sufficient of the 
distance to attempt to round the Daunt
less up. Those whose attention was 
attracted to the race at Palm Beach and 
that section saw a white puff issue from 
the Marblehead, followed by a "boom," 
a second and a third puff, followed bY 
corresponding "booms," as three solid 
shots cut the water jl!§,t ahead of the 
Dauntless, when she heaved to. A prize 
crew was placed aboard of her and the 
two vessels steamed away for Key 
West, passing New River at 1 p.m., and 
reaching Key West at 1 o'clock Tuesday 
morning. Thus the Dauntless goes to 
the wall while attempting to land her 
thirteenth expedition on Cuban soil, 
having landed twelve safely. 

The Dauntless has been arrested 
upon several occasions on suspicion, 
but never before had she been caught in 
the act of fillibustering. 

After pulling away from the Daunt
less the Biscayne steamed up to Ft. 
Lauderdale, and while the remainder of 
her cargo was being transferred back to 
the cars, Mr. Hambleton says he again 
demanded that she and her officers 
consider themselves under arrest and 
tha t all further operations be stopped 
with the exception of transferring the 
cars , the numbers of which he took, 
containing the cargo of the Biscayne, 
to the siding. Submission to arrest was 
again refused. Mr. Hambleton and Mr. 
Harris returned to Miami Monday 
night. The Biscayne also started for 
Miami, reaching here late Monday 
night. 

If the capture of a fillibustering 
expedition can be called successful, 
then Hambleton met with complete suc
cess Monday almost single-handed, be
cause an expedition was never more 
completely broken up than the New 
River expedition was, and at the same 
time Uncle Sam's dignity has been 
vindicated, although Hambleton says 
"nit" regarding this latter feature. 

Mr. Hambleton having wired from 
Ft. Lauderdale to W.R. Harney, col
lector ofthe port of Miami, to arrest the 
Biscayne and its crew on arrival here , 

Mr. Harney followed instructions and 
made an informal arrest by boarding 
the boat and telling Capt. Sebate that 
he must consider the boat and crew 
under arrest and that he would hold the 
captain responsible for the Biscayne 
and her crew. The crew were as follows: 11.:: 

F.S. Sebate, W.B. Spiers, J.C. Bravo, 
Paul Jacobs, Charles Henry (colored) 
and John Wise (colored). The men were 
not restrained of their liberty. 

When the officials of the F.E.C.R.W. 
Co. were informed that the Biscayne 
and crew had been placed under arrest 
they took immediate steps to have them 
released. Geo. M. Robbins of Titusville 
arrived at 7 a.m. Tuesday, but nothing 
could be done at once to have the 
steamer and crew released. They were 
simply held on suspicion. 

The detention was based upon the 
report of Special Inspector Hambleton 
to Collector Harney ofthis port. It was 
urged by the attorneys of the railway 
company that the crew were entitled to 
an immediate hearing and that it was 
impossible to take any steps in the way 
of defense until specific charges were 
made against them. Messrs . Hamble
ton and Harney prepared written re-

One of the most exciting chapters of Florida's 
history concerns the activities of the "filibusterers," 
smugglers of arms to Cuban revolutionaries in the 
years preceding the Spanish-American War. These 
expeditions were highly organized. Enterprising Flori
da sea captains worked closely with Cuban revolu
tionary agents, often with the cooperation of local 
government officials and transportation companies, 
to ship arms out of the state, in violation of Ameri
can neutrality. Despite this risk, and the more dan
gerous chance of slipping through the Spanish block
ade of Cuba, seventy-one expeditions were organiz-

ed in 1896 alone. Only thirty-two were successful. 
For braving these odds, the most daring of the fili
busterers, men like future Governor Napoleon B. 
Broward of the tug Three Friends, and "Dynamite 
Johnny" O'Brien of the steamer Dauntless, were 
regarded as heroes. One unsuccessful attempt of 
the Dauntless to deliver arms to Cuba was launched 
from Fort Lauderdale in June 1897. Sympathy for the 
filibusterers, as well as the suspected complicity of 
the Florida East Coast Railway, are evident in this 
account of the expedition from The Weekly Miami 
Metropolis. 
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ports. That of Mr. Harney was sent to 
Jefferson B. Brownre], collector at Key 
West, Mr. Harney's superior officer. He 
also sent a duplicate report to Frank 
Clark, District Attorney at Jackson
ville. 

Messrs. Hambleton and Harney then 
awaited instructions. None were 
received until Wednesday afternoon. It 
was then arranged that as soon as 
Hambleton would file a complaint the 
crew would waive an examination 
before United States Court at Jackson
ville next Monday, the 7th. Mr. Hamble
ton, on instructions from District 
Attorney Clark, made a sworn com
plaint before Commissioner Ewan at 
Miami about 4 p.m. Wednesday. The 
charge against each individual mem
ber of the crew of the Biscayne is that 
they "violated Section 3177 of the 
Revised Statutes of the United States 
by unlawfully refusing to acknowledge 
the authority of and resisting the 
powers and functions of the special 
inspector of customs of the United 
States of America by refusing to admit 
or permit him to enter upon the steamer 
Biscayne and forcibly obstructing and 
hindering him in the discharge of his 
duties." 

Commissioner Ewan fixed the amount 
of the bond at $100 for each member of 
the crew. Bonds were immediately pre
pared and were executed by each mem
ber of the crew as principal and by 
Joseph A. McDonald and Frank T. 
Budge as sureties. The papers were also 
prepared and ready for Marshal 
McKay who arrived on the 10:30 train 
Wednesday night. The crew were then 
placed under arrest by the marshal and 
immediately waived examination. The 
bonds were approved and the crew 
returned to the Biscayne. Lee Carroll 
and the Ball Brothers were then 
recognized by Commissioner Ewan to 
appear as witnesses before the United 
States Court at Jacksonville next Mon
day. It will be impossible for them to do 
so as they are scheduled to appear as 
witnesses in company with Mr. Hamble
ton before the United States Com
missioner at Key West on the same day 
to give evidence in the case of the 
Dauntless. Judge Locke will probably 
postpone the case next Monday so as to 
allow Hambleton and his witness to 
reach Jacksonville from Key West. 

The matter of the crew was therefore 
satisfactorily adjusted on Wednesday 
night, but the steamer it was a different 
thing. It is being held by Mr. Harney, 
as representative of the customs depart
ment. It seems it is his duty to report the 

, facts, and upon the report the district 
attorney decides whether or not the 
boat will be libeled. When the report of 
the seizure reached Mr. Clark yester
day morning it is to be presumed he 

looked over the facts carefully and 
either decided to release or to libel the 
boat. In case she is libel she will be 
placed in the custody of the United 
States Marshal. That officer will 
probably put a deputy on board and 
permit her to resume her regular run. 

Some of the marshal's deputies are 
already in charge of vessels supposed 
to have been engaged in fillibustering. 

Every possible effort was made last 
Wednesday to arrange for the Biscayne 
to take her run and depart for Key West 
Wednesday night. 

Late Tuesday night Inspector Ham
bleton made a complaint before Com
missioner Ewan and requested that a 
warrant be issued against R.T. Goff, 
superintendent of the F.E.C.R. W. Ham
bleton, it seems, is of the opinion that 
Mr. Goff was on board the Biscayne. 

The hearing in the case of the Daunt
less is fixed for next Monday at Key 
West. Inspector Hambleton has gone 
down on the Privateer with Ball 
Brothers and Lee Carroll to give tes
timony at the hearing. 

The above report of the seizure of the 
Biscayne is taken primarily from the 
statements of Mr. Hambleton and [the] 
Ball Brothers, the crew of the Biscayne 
having been advised not to talk about 
the incident. 

From a careful sifting of the matters 
as reported by Hambleton to several of 
his intimate friends it appears that no 
member of the crew of the Biscayne 
interfered with him in any forcible 
manner whatever in the performance 
of his duties. It seems probable that 
Mate Spiers may have warned him not 
to come aboard, but when Hambleton 
sprang aboard with shot-gun in hand 
and both barrels cocked Mr. Spiers got 
out of his way. Nobody connected with 
the Biscayne laid a hand on Ham
bleton. 

The only rough usage he received 
was at the hands of members of the 
crew or deck hands connected with the 
Dauntless. Of course Capt. Sebate and 
Mate Spiers are not responsible for the 
conduct of the Dauntless men if they 
handled Hambleton roughly. They had 
no authority or control over them. 
These men had simply boarded the 
Biscayne for the purpose of trans
ferring a quantity of coal and number 
of cases of "hardware" which were 
consigned to the Dauntless. 

Hambleton himself says it was an 
officer of the Dauntless who protected 
him from further violence and ordered 
the men who were using him rough to 
desist. This is conclusive evidence that 
the men who forcibly hindered Hamble
ton in the performance of his duties 
were a part of the crew ofthe Dauntless, 
otherwise they would have not been 

subject to the orders of an officer ofthat 
vessel. If none of the crew of the 
Biscayne were guilty offorcibly hinder
ing or interfering with Hambleton in 
the discharge of his duties we do not see 
how they can be guilty of the charge 
upon which they had been held. The 
mere words of Mate Spiers in warning 
Hambleton not to board the Biscayne 
could not be considered as forcible inter
ference on his part, and failure to assist 
him when he was having his scuffle 
with the members of the crew of the 
Dauntless could not be constituted an 
offense under Section 3177 of the 
revised statutes. 

LATER 
Words were received by Collector 

Harney yesterday afternoon to the 
effect that the District Attorney had 
decided that the facts reported did not 
constitute sufficient grounds for libel, 
and a few minutes afterward Harney 
went down and informed Capt. Sebate 
that the Biscayne was discharged. In 
about an hour a head of steam was 
secured and the Biscayne is now on her 
way to Key West via the inside route. 

The question now is, if the fact as 
reported by Inspector Hambleton and 
Collector Harney did not warrant the 
seizure of the Biscayne, may it not be 
held that the inspector had no right to 
arrest her crew and if this is the case 
were they guilty of any offense in re
fusing by mere words unaccompanied 
by any violence on their part in 
resisting arrest? We will be able to tell 
you how this question is decided in our 
next issue. 

"MIAMI MINCEMEAT" 
Reprinted from 

The Week(¥ Miami Metropolis 
Friday June 11, 1897, p. 1 

The "Dauntless" and the men who 
were captured aboard of her last week 
and taken to Key West have been 
"turned loose." U. S. Commissioner 
Otto could find no cause for holding 
either the steamer or the men for a later 
trial. Thus ends another chapter. The 
"Three Friends" was also released by 
the Judge in the United States District 
Court at Jacksonville this week upon a 
fillibustering charge. Spain might as 
well let Florida alone. She does not own 
her now as she used to. Florida is a very 
recreant child. 
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and the Great Land Debate 

Land use and development have al
ways been issues of public controversy 
and concern among the citizens of Flor
ida. One early and very significant 
example of the continuing debate over 
land use is the great struggle within the 
Democratic party that took place in 
Florida 's first statewide gubernatorial 
primary held in the spring of 1904. 

At the time two factions were locked 
in battle over the control of both the 
Democratic party and state govern
ment. On one side were the more con
servative elements of the party, who 
generally stood for very limited govern
ment and unrestricted economic devel
opment and investment. This faction 
enjoyed the support of the state's cor
porate interests, primarily the railroad 
companies, and, while often chal
lenged, had controlled the party machin
ery and state government since the end 
of Reconstruction. Challenging the en
trenched forces in the party was a 
growing group of reform-minded 
Democrats who were seeking to liberal
ize state government through expand
ed services to citizens, to limit the influ
ence on state government of large cor
porations, as well as to regulate some of 
the business activities of these large 
financial entities. Although strongly 
supported by farmers throughout the 
state, this group was led primarily by a 
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by James Thomas Brooks, Jr. 

growing n umber of person s in the 
state's cities who operated small busi
nesses or wh o were members of profes
sional groups s uch as lawyers and 
editors. 1 

T h e reform Dem ocrats h ad been 
steadily growing in strength and had 
scored th eir first significant victory 
with the election fo ur years earlier of 
Governor William Sherman Jennings. 
But th e 1904 primary proved to be the 
most significant battle and subseq uent 
victory for the reform faction. Leading 
the conservative Democrats in the race 
for governor was a prominent and 
heavily favored United States congress
man, Robert W. Davis. An attorney, 
Davis had in the past re presented 
Florida's powerful railroad companies, 
and as a candidate for the guber
natorial party nomination, he enjoyed 
their support. Representing the reform 
faction of the party in the primary fight 
was Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, a 
state representative, popular local 
political leader, and businessman from 
Duval County.2 

When the hard-fought battle was 
over, the reform forces had scored an 
impressive victory with the nomina
tion of Broward for governor. The im
pact and historical significance of 
Broward's victory can be seen in the 
important legislation that came about 

in his subsequent administration and 
in th e two administrations that fol
lowed his term in office. During that 
period, the Florida legislature passed 
laws that significantly altered the 
nature and role of state governmen t in 
Florida. Democratic government was 
strengthened, state government devel
oped a greater commitment to provide 
educational and other needed services 
for the state's citizens, and significant 
changes were made that provided for 
state regulation of large business and 
corporate activities . a Broward's overall 
importance in the reform movement 
was characterized by his biographer as 
follows: "The role of Napoleon Bra
ward was an all-important one in Flor
ida's liberal movement; he gave it direc
tion, leadership, and a name - 'The 
Broward Era."'4 

Not unlike "progressive" movements 
in other states at the time, Broward's 
campaign dealt with such issues as the 
nature and role of democratic govern
ment in providing services and repre
sentation to all of its citizens, the mer
its of the primary system for choosing 
candidates for the general election, the 
power and influence of large corpora
tions on state government and party 
politics, and the extent of corruption in 
government and ways of controlling or 
eliminating the abuses which led to the 



corruption. Related to these issues, but 
clearly unique to the Florida "progres
sive" movement was the question of the 
ownership and possible development of 
the vast amount of undeveloped wet
lands in the southern part of the state. 
The land question eventually came to 
dominate the Broward campaign, with 
the Duval Democrat becoming a lead
ing spokesperson for drainage and de
velopment. 

The ownership and development of 
state lands proved to be the most com
plex issue that Broward dealt with in 
the campaign. Interest in draining 
Florida's overflowed lands was record
ed as early as 1848." In 1851 and 1855, 
the state legislature passed laws that 
established both the machinery for de
veloping these lands and for sponsor
ing the building of transportation sys
tems.li To administer this program, the 
lawmakers established the Internal Im
provement Fund , governed by a board 
of trustees consisting of the governor, 
comptroller, treasurer, attorney gen
eral, and registrar of state lands.7 The 
legislation a lso allowed the legislature 
to grant alternate sections of swamp 
and overflowed lands, for six miles on 
either side of the right-of-way, to both 
railroad and canal companies, provid
ing the projects had the approval of the 
trustees. The tota l acres of land from 
that time until 1904 held by the In ter
nal Improvement Fund amounted to 
20,133,837.42 acres.R 

From 1868 to 1876, the trustees dis
posed of several mi llions of acres of 
lands, but did not grant any lands 
other than the altern ate sections, as the 
law stipulated9 Thereafter, many land 
grants were made that apparently were 
in violation of the original charter pro
visions.tO Although the original law 
limited grants to transportation com
panies to 3,849 acres per mile of rail 
built, grants to railroad compan ies 
often contained 8,000 to 20,000 acres 

per mile. Moreover, many acres that 
were given away were not, and never 
had been, overflowed. These grants 
were made, not by the board, but by the 
legislature. However, from Governor 
William D. Bloxham's first term in 
1881 to the end of his second term in 
1900, the board honored the legislative 
gran ts a nd deeded over the lands. Dur
ing this period, approximately ninety 
land granting acts were passed, total
ing more than th ree million acres over 
and above the actua l number of acres 
ever held by the state from the begin
ning. Obviously, all could not be hon
ored, even had a ll the contract agree
ments been fulfilled. During that pe
riod, the railroad companies were given 
over eight million acres, and canal 
companies were given almost three 
million acres. II 

With the close of Bloxham's final 
administration, several conclusions 
could be drawn. Much, if not all , of the 
state lands once held by the Internal 
Improvement Fund had been given 
away or promised by grants and con
tracts; great progress had been made in 
the bui lding of much needed transpor· 
tation systems; and little h ad been 
done actuall y to drai n overflowed 
lands. Governor William S. Jennings 
sparked a new interest in drainage. 
When a number of railroad companies, 
led by the powerful Louisville and 
Nash ville Company, brough t suits a
gainst the state for much of those lands 
not yet deeded away, Jennings a nd the 
other members of the board of trustees 
of the Fund decided not to honor the 
legislature grants and to go back to the 
provisions of the 1855 charter. Jen
nings wanted to retain the la nds for the 
benefit of the state and to begin serious 
state efforts to develop them . The rail
road compan ies took th eir cases to 
court, where the issue was tied up as the 
Jennings administration ended. For 
his part, Jennings had commissioned 

studies of the engineering problems 
involved in drainage and had collected 
a large amount of data. Armed with 
Jennings's data that was favorable to 
drainage, Broward took up the cause 
and became, in his gubernatorial cam
paign, the state's foremost champion of 
drainage and development.t 2 

How and wh y Broward became the 
leading exponent of drainage is not 
completely clear. No evidence was 
found that indicated he even consider
ed the drainage aspect of the land issue 
in his initial campaign planning. In 
th e way he chose to characterize the 
nature of the campaign and his general 
antagonism toward the railroad inter
ests, it was natural for him to oppose 
the land suits brought by the carriers. 
Moreover, in that Jennings, as a 
Broward-supported liberal, had taken a 
stand against the corporation claims in 
favor of public retention, Broward 
would have been expected to take the 
same position. And, indeed, in the late 
fall of 1903, Broward made his position 
clear that he opposed deeding away the 
remaining lands to the railroad devel
opers. Yet, in those early weeks, no ref
erences to drainage were found in his 
speeches or campaign li terature. This 
remained true of Broward's campaign 
th roughout the first six weeks of 1904.13 

By late February, h owever, Broward 
began to strongly advocate not only 
retention of the lands but also state
sponsored drainage and development. 
He began to incorporate into his speech
es enormous amounts of statistics and 
other data from numerous pamphlets 
and reports rela ting to drainage and 
development. Moreover , he carried 
with him an easel a nd map to use as a 
visual aid in explaining his proposal.t4 
He often held audiences well past mid
night in his detailed discussions of the 
plans he had for the marsh lands.t5 

Why did Broward become an advo
cate of drain age and devote so much of 

Most Broward Legacy readers are familiar with 
Governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's Everglades 
drainage project, and how that project eventually 
opened much of south Florida to settlement, leading 
to the creation of the county that bears the gover
nor's name. In the following article, James Thomas 
Brooks, Jr., addresses the lesser known and some
what puzzling questions of how Broward, a Jack
sonville tugboat captain and politician, became in
terested in reclaiming south Florida's wetlands, and, 
even less predictably, how this interest helped him 
to win the governorship at a time when the vast 
majority of Florida's voters lived in the northern 
portion of the state. To answer these questions, Dr. 
Brooks turns to Broward's own speeches, which 
reveal the evolution of his thoughts and strategy 

during the 1904 gubernatorial campaign. 
A native of western North Carolina, Dr. Brooks 

received his B.S. degree from Appalachian State Uni
versity, and his M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the Uni
versity of Florida. Although his doctoral work was in 
speech communication, he has maintained an active 
interest in American history, particularly the history 
of the South. This particular article is taken from his 
unpublished doctoral dissertation entitled A Rheto
rical Study of the Campaign Speaking of Selected 
Southern Reform Governors during the Progressive 
Era. Currently, Dr. Brooks is Professor of Speech 
Communication and Chairman of the Department of 
Speech and Theatre at Middle Tennessee State Uni
versity in Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 

winter/ spring- 41 



his rhetorical appeal to that one issue? 
His continued devotion to the project 
during and after his administration 
suggests that he came to believe it to be 
a feasible and worthwhile undertak
ing. But these factors do not adequately 
explain why Broward, a north Florida 
Democrat who had never shown any 
previous interest in drainage, should 
suddenly, atmidpointin his campaign, 
elect to give the issue in his speaking so 
much attention. Broward was not iden
tified with Jennings's interest in drain
age and did not appear initially to have 
any personal expertise or understand
ing of the problems inherent in such a 
proposal. The enormous nature of the 
undertaking was subject to being ridi
culed as a folly of gradiose proportions. 
Getting a large number of voters living 
in north Florida's rural counties to see 
any personal involvement in the pro
ject would be difficult. Finally, on the 
face of it, the drainage proposal ap
peared to have little promise of creating 
interest, much less excitement, among 
voters. Even with these potential haz
ards, Broward must have concluded 
that there was persuasive merit in cen
tering much of the rhetoric of the re
mainder of the campaign around this 
issue. The developments in the cam
paign through mid-winter of 1904 sug
gest some reasons for Broward's depar
ture from his initial persuasive strat
egy for the campaign. 

Once candidate Davis was solidly in 
the field speaking to the voters, the dif
ferences between the two major candi
dates that Broward attempted to estab
lish began to dwindle. Davis, though 
clearly representing the conservative 
forces in the Democratic party, began 
forthrightly to endorse the primary sys
tem and the state's regulatory commis
sion. As the congressman began pre
senting himself as an advocate of these 
"progressive" measures, Broward per
haps saw increasing difficulty in por· 
traying Davis in the minds of the 
voters as the enemy of the people. While 
Broward might characterize the cam
paign as a battle between the people 
a nd th e railroads, Davis's platform 
and campaign rhetoric began to under
mine this interpretation. Broward need
ed a more concrete means of depicting 
this alleged struggle and of separating 
his ca ndidacy from that of Davis. 
Throughout most of the campaign, 
Davis had little to say about the dispo
sition of the land suits brought against 
the state by the railroads. His silence 
on the land issue appears to have led 
Broward to elevate it in terms of stra
tegic campaign significance, and even
tually to include drainage and devel
opment as the major element in his 
platform. When Davis did begin to 
respond to the land question, he equiv-
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Congressman Robert W. Davis, Broward's chief opponent in the 1904 
gubernatorial campaign (courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives). 

ocated on the legal controversy and rid
iculed the drainage proposal. In turn, 
Broward became increasingly out
spoken on the land question. Whatever 
might be happening with regard to the 
other issues in the rhetorical exchange, 
the land question clearly separated the 
two candidates. And, insofar as Brow
ard from the onset of the campaign 
had intended to portray the primary 
election as a struggle between two dis
tinct camps representing two distinct 
interests, the drainage issue quickly 
took on greater importance in his cam
paign rhetoric. Eventually, Broward 
would define the political forces so as to 
argue that Davis and his supporters 
desired to " drain the people," while he 
and his supporters wanted to "drain 
the lands."J 6 

From the beginning ofthe campaign, 
Broward's general indictments of 
Davis depended more on what he assert
ed Davis might do in office than on his 
ability to prove that Davis had pre
viously acted against the interests of 
the voters. Once Davis began to defend 
the same measures that Broward de
fended, Broward's assertions perhaps 
began to lose persuasive impact. Davis 
was constantly challenging his ac
cuser to prove his assertions and to 
provide one example of where the con
gressman had acted illegally. With 

these difficulties facing the Jackson
ville Democrat, it is not surprising that 
he more and more began to turn to the 
land question as a means of establish
ing the differences between his candi
dacy and that of the congressman. But, 
in allowing the land question to begin 
to dominate his speaking, Broward 
was faced with all the rhetorical liabili
ties surrounding the issue that were 
discussed earlier. 

The first task Broward faced was 
that of showing that the state could 
legally maintain the lands. If, indeed , 
the railroad companies were entitled to 
the lands and would eventually get 
them, then the whole question of drain
age was moot. To show that the corpor
ations had no legal right to the lands, 
Broward offered three arguments. 
First, he argued that the original char
ter of the Internal Improvement Fund 
clearly stipulated that grants could 
only be made for "alternate odd-sections 
of land within six miles of any rail
road,"J 7 and that the carriers had no 
legal claim to other sections.IH Second, 
Broward argued that the lands in ques
tion were originally acquired from the 
federal government with the stipula
tion that they be used for the "exclusive 
purpose of drainage and reclama
tion. "19 According to Broward, the 
lands were not being and would not be 

:: 



drained, and therefore the transporta
tion companies had no legal claim to 
them.2o Finally, Broward argued that 
the Internal Improvement Fund had 
sole title to the lands by its original 
charter, which meant that the grants 
made by the legislature were not 
legal.2I 

On their face, Broward's legal argu
ments seemed sound. But in the context 
of the years of complicated dealings by 
the Internal Improvement Fund, his 
positions were difficult to evaluate, 
even by the courts. There were years of 
precedents where both the Fund and 
the legislature had operated outside of 
the original provisions of the Fund 
charter. Conflicting legislation regard
ing the use and development of land 
had been passed and never challenged. 
Not since the administration of Gover
nor Columbus F. Drew had the trustees 
of the Fund opposed or objected to any 
legislative grant, the original charter 
notwithstanding. The extent of how 
various development projects and ac
companying grants had served, or 
might eventually serve, reclamation 
was not clear and was open to debate. 
In general, the legal merits of Brow
ard's arguments are difficult to eval
uate, other than to say that they seem
ed to oversimplify a complex legal en· 
tanglement.zz 

Nevertheless, for Broward's persua· 
sive purposes, the positions he argued 
presented what appeared to be a reason
able justification for withholding the 
lands from the corporations, especially 
to audiences that were not inclined to 
appreciate the complexities involved in 
the legal battle. The fact that some of 
the lands were already being contested 
before the courts did not deter Broward 
from promising to save them, although 
his ability even as governor to deter
mine the outcome of questions before 
the courts was questionable, to say the 
least. On stronger ground, he promised 
to work vigorously to protect those 
lands not yet being contested.23 

Once having argued that the lands 
could be legally withheld from the de
mands of the railroads and having 
promised to do so, Broward turned to 
Congressman Davis. Here he would 
contrast his position with what he 
again predicted Davis would do, if elect
ed. Davis, asserted Broward, would not 
make his position clear on the devel
opment of overflowed lands; this si
lence, together with the congressman's 
record of having represented railroad 
companies in land suits and his having 
the support of railroad corporations, 

' was used by Broward to conclude that 
Davis was put up by the corporations to 
secure from the people the remaining 
state·held lands. In contrast, Broward 
pledged: 

I most emphatically will not 
grant those lands, or any of 
them, nor turn over this 
money,24 or any part of it to 
the railroads ofthe State, or 
others, but save both to the 
people of Florida.25 

Finally, Broward attempted to deal 
with the difficulties of making drain
age appear important to the rural 
voters located primarily in north Flor
ida. On its face, the proposal of drain
ing the overflowed lands of south Flor
ida seemed like an undertaking that 
was remote from the interests of the 
majority of voters. Yet, Broward saw in 
the proposal a means of making it 
appealing. And this appeal perhaps 
further accounts for Broward's deci
sion midway through the campaign to 
turn to drainage and development as 
the major thrust of his campaign rhe
toric. Ultimately, Broward would pres
ent his proposal as a means of opening 
up vast, rich, new lands to the rural 
farmers. In developing this promise, 
Broward first attempted to establish 
the feasibility of drainage. He armed 
himself with engineering reports and 
other drainage data and would go into 
long and technical analyses of the 
methods for reducing the water levels 
in the overflowed lands. Second, to 
show the value of the land to the voters, 
Broward would present additional data 
that showed that these lands potential
ly were the most valuable in the state, 
that they could yield much mineral 
wealth, that they could be developed for 
settlement and cultivation, and that 
they could bring in much needed rev
enue to provide growth for the entire 
state. In the final analysis, however, 
Broward, despite all of his data, ended 
up oversimplifying both points. The 
technical questions regarding feasibil
ity would be summed up by noting that 
water runs downhill. All that was need
ed were a few canals that could be dug 
cheaply, he argued. Water would then 
easily flow to the sea, leaving the lands 
free for development. To impress upon 
his listeners the worth of the land to 
them, he would claim that, were the 
land drained, every family in the state 
would be entitled to eighty acres of 
land.26 

There initially was much enthu
siasm for the drainage project during 
Broward's administration.27 This sug
gests that he was successful in creating 
support for the proposal in his cam· 
paign rhetoric. The arguments, how
ever, that he presented regarding the 
entire land controversy had many 
weaknesses. His legal arguments were 
probably questionable positions before 
the courts, although they probably 
gave his listeners reason to believe that 
a governor devoted to retaining the 

lands could be successful. His promise 
to keep the lands already under contest 
was one he could not guarantee. As was 
often the case, his accusations against 
and predictions about Davis were not 
well founded, although Davis's own 
failure to take a firm position on the 
land question reinforced Broward's 
attacks. In discussing drainage, he ap
parently made an effort to give in
depth analysis to the feasibility of the 
project and the resulting wealth. Yet, it 
is doubtful if he knew much about the 
problems inherent in draining the over· 
flowed lands. And he finally relied on 
oversimplified generalizations to sus
tain both points. The gravitational fall 
of water hardly dealt with the complex 
problems of drainage. His promise of 
wealth to the voters depended on the 
tenuous assumption of uniform dis
tribution. 

Regardless of these shortcomings of 
Broward's public discussions of drain
age and development, the land ques
tion in his campaign speechmaking 
had strong persuasive impact in two 
ways. First of all, there was the prom
ise, however theoretical, to the voters of 
rich, new lands. Second, Broward was 
able to fit the entire land question into 
the overall rhetorical theme on which 
the campaign was based. The legal, 
engineering, and wealth questions to 
the side, the land question, in Brow
ard's rhetoric, would finally be under
stood by his audiences in the con text of 
the alleged battle between their inter
ests and the interests of the railroads. 
Whatever the problems might be with 
drainage, the "evil" corporations 
should not be given assets that more 
properly belonged to the people at 
large. If, indeed, the lands could be 
drained and made productive, then this 
should be done for the benefit of the 
entire population. Broward thus pre
sented the drainage issue as another 
facet of his devotion to the welfare of 
the voters. As Broward, in one summar
izing generalization, would tell his 
audiences, the final question was what 
would be drained - the lands by the 
state, or the people by the corporations. 

Despite Broward's emphasis on the 
land issue in the lively gubernatorial 
primary campaign of 1904 and the 
importance of that issue in the victory 
for reform forces, his dreams of drain
ing and developing the swamps in 
south Florida were never realized. The 
project, in various forms, continued for 
decades after Broward's untimely 
death in 1910, but it was plagued from 
the beginning by financial and com
plex technical problems. Little land 
was ever reclaimed under state-direct
ed programs, and the ecological prob
lems only mounted with the continuing 
efforts.2B 
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Dredge at work on the New River Canal, near Davie, 
1908. This is one of a series of photos of dredging 
operations taken for Governor Broward and donated 

to the Historical Commission by his son, Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward, Ill. 
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Although never completed as initially envisioned, 
Governor Broward's dreams of draining the Ever
glades have developed into today's complex south 

Florida water management system. The original 
five canals are highlighted on this c. 1970 map. 
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