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H PERSPECTIVE D 

by Marlyn Kemper 

A substantial portion of this issue of Broward 
legacy is dedicated to the remarkable history of Holly
wood, Broward County's second largest city. Located 
along a stretch of the Intercoastal Waterway which was 
formerly considered part of New River, Hollywood's 
natural history is as ancient as any of Broward County's. 
As a settled community, however, Hollywood is un
deniably a product of the twentieth century. Founded 
during the early 1920s by pioneer real estate developer 
and city builder Joseph W. Young, it was one of Florida 's 
first planned cities, and its example in this regard was 
followed by many subsequent Broward County com
munities. In many ways, the story of Hollywood 
epitomizes the history of southeastern Florida over the 

past sixty years. The great events and issues which have 
shaped that region's past, including the land boom, the 
burst and subsequent depression, World War II and post
war expansion, and the problems caused by rapid 
development, have all been keenly felt in Hollywood. 

With Hollywood resounding to the 
din of construction as the South Flori· 
da building boom reached its zenith, 
the charter calling for Hollywood's in
corporation, drawn up by attorneys T. 
D. Ellis, Jr. and L. 0. Casey, was 
formally adopted; and Joseph Wesley 
Young, his son John, Paul John, Sr., 
Dave Fessler and Ralph Young were 
administered their oaths of office on 
November 28, 1925.' Because Holly
wood had not been a legal entity until 
that date, a voters' registration list had 
not been compiled. Therefore, the first 
commission members had been ap
pointed by the Florida legislature. 2 

When the commission convened at its 
first session, Joseph Wesley Young was 
named mayor. In turn, Young sponsor· 
ed the appointment of C. H. Windham 
of Long Beach, California, as Holly-
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"Hollywood in Perspective," written by Marlyn Kem
per and published here with permission of the author, 
was originally included in Broward County Compre
hensive Survey, Phase I, a 1981 study sponsored by the 
Historic Broward County Preservation Board. Dr. Kem
per, former director of the Preservation Board, is 
currently employed as Director of the Doctoral Program 
in Information Science, Center for Computer-Based 
Learning, at Nova University. 

wood 's first city manager.3 Two months 
later, Young resigned in order to focus 
his energies on the development of the 
Hollywood Hills Section. 

The fact that Hollywood existed at 
all was an astonishing personal tri
umph for Joseph Wesley Young. An 
innovative urban developer, Young 
presided over the transformation of 
"tomato land and a jungle of pine 
forest, palmetto, and other tangled un
dergrowth" into a "modern made-to
order city."• Armed with a comprehen
sive plan for guiding the development 
of the central as well as the peripheral 
areas, Young created a harmonious 
city compatible with "the natural beau
ty of the landscape."5 Designed "to 
captivate the eye and charm the fancy," 
Hollywood was billed as "a democratic 
city where plain everyday folks could 

find health in its sunshine and ocean 
breezes, wealth in its predestined op
portunities, and happiness in the con
tentment of a full life."6 Here was a 
haven with magnificent beaches. beau
tiful drives, and palm fringed avenues 
strategically located in the heart of 
America's winter playground in which 
instant paradise was possible.7 

Young, with his vision of a decent 
human environment for Hollywood's 
citizenry, was confident of Hollywood's 
future prosperity. His "dream city," 
which had a subtropical climate charac
terized by its long humid summers 
followed by mild dry winters and ave
raged seven feet above sea level, 8 evolv-
ed during the 1920s. Hollywood's ~ 
growth came to a stand still during the 
Depression; but Hollywood's years of 
economic paralysis and civic bankrupt-



cy were succeeded by the city's emer
gence during the years subsequent to 
World War II as the second most pop
ulous jurisdiction in Florida's Broward 
County. 

Situated 26.09 degrees north of the 
equator, in the southeastern portion of 
the State of Florida, Broward County 
encompasses approximately 1,200 
square miles, roughly 25 miles north to 
south and 55 miles east to west.9 Loc
ated in the heart of the Southeast Flori
da Gold Coast, which includes the Atlan
tic Coastal counties from Palm Beach 
south to the Keys, Broward County 
ranks ninth among Florida's counties 
in terms of land area and contains 
twenty-nine jurisdictions, of which 
twenty-eight are incorporated munic
ipalities,as well as the unincorporated 

area. 10 Broward's western two-thirds, 
amounting to 790 square miles, consist 
of the Conservation Area and the 
Seminole Indian Reservation, thereby 
leaving 410 square miles of the county 
east of the South Florida Water Manage
ment District 11 Levees available for 
potential development. 11 

Broward County occupies only one 
section of a much larger geographic 
unit, the Floridian Plateau, which is a 
projection of the North American con
tinental land mass separating the 
Atlantic Ocean from the Gulf of Mex
ico.12 

Following the acquisition of Florida 
in 1821 by the United States, the 
Broward County area prior to its 1915 
incorporation had been a part of St. 
Johns, Monroe, Mosquito, Dade, St. 

I 
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Joseph Wesley Young, founder of Hollywood. 

Lucie, Brevard, Palm Beach, and the 
stillborn Leigh Reed Counties. 13 

Before its development by Young, 
Hollywood was little more than a soggy 
wilderness. Among the most distinc
tive physical features of Hollywood's 
flat landscape were New River, which 
extended southward with its inlet loc
ated up until1923 between present-day 
Sheridan Street and Hollywood Boule
vard; and the Seminole Haulover, a 
narrow strip of land between New 
River and the Atlantic Ocean. 14 West of 
the New River Inlet was the present
day West Lake tract, a comfortable 
habitation site from which Seminole 
Indians could utilize the inlet for ocean 
fishing and travel.15 Here on or about 
July 28, 1840, Captain William B. David
son recorded a serious skirmish be
tween seven privates in his command 
and a band of twelve to fifteen Sem
inole Indians. 16 Subsequent to en
counter, Captain Davidson reported he 
dispatched another "command of 30 
men in two boats under Lieutenant 
Rankin down to the inlet to scour the 
mangrove hammocks and to follow up 
the trail of the Indians if discovered. 
The command did not return until the 
next evening. Having found the trail of 
the enemy at a point near the position 
from which they fired on the boats, 
Lieutenant Rankin with his party follow
ed it up with a great deal of zeal and 
perseverance, through the weather was 
oppressively warm and the duty severe, 
from an extensive marsh from three to 
six miles, and then in a pine barren 
which borders on New River several 
miles west of the post. Here the Indians 
must have taken canoes and pushed for 
their stronghold in the Everglades."17 

Broward's New River is among the 
earliest marked and charted land 
marks in the nation. The landmark 
was noted by Juan Ponce de ·Leon 
during his 1513 quest for the Fountain 
of Youth when he discovered Florida. 
The Rio Salado, "Salty River," is ident
ified with New River Inlet by Dr. Cisco 
in the Freducci map of1514-1415.18 This 
map, probably the first to bear the 
name Florida, was based in part on 
data obtained from the Ponce de Leon 
expedition. 19 In 1631 the New River, 
then called R. Nova, was designated 
above the Bay of Biscayne on the 
French map Septemtrio America. 20 

While performing the first scientific 
survey of East Florida, William Gerard 
DeBrahm came to this Broward area 
just as a series of monster storms had 
struck and sparked changes in New 
River.21 In a handwritten report about 
the New River region later presented to 
King George III of England, DeBrahm 
wrote: "The great rains in May 1765 
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filled this River and its Marshes with 
so much water that its weight within 
and the Sea without by the force of the 
N.E. gales demolished the Bank and 
made this inlet."22 

In 1830 Stephen Russell Mallory, 
future United States Senator and Con
federate Secretary of the Navy in Jef
ferson Davis' cabinet, was unemployed 
and broke.23 That year he travelled 
from Key West to New River to help 
Richard Fitzpatrick establish a plan
tation on the Frankee Lewis Donation 
in present-day Fort Lauderdale. He 
spent about twelve months there fish
ing, hunting, and learning woodcraft 
from the Seminoles before he returned 
to Key West to become a customs 
agent. 24 Mallory noted in a memoran
dum concerning the region: "In the 
neighborhood of New River, upon all 
its forks and branches, and between its 
two principal arms, there is much good 
land lying in small detached parcels 
and upon which tropical fruits will 
readily grow; the cocoanut, lemon, and 
lime have been successfully tried. This, 
just about New River, is a fine country 
for a man with small means, say three 
or four hands, who wishes to be inde
pendent. The woods and streams 
abound with game and fish, frost is 
rarely seen, the coonty grows profusely 
and its preparation is a bagatelle. The 
most indolent man I ever knew pros
pered there. New River bar may be 
crossed in four and one-halffeet and at 
times more water. I have seen two large 
steamboats seven miles up. It runs 
parallel with the seacoast in a direct 
line and is separated from the sea only 
by a ridge of land from 75 to 250 yards 
wide for five miles and then branches 
off, the best branch being the left or 
south one, along which Fitzpatrick and 
Cooly were located with others. Cooly's 
hammock on the right side of this 
branch is good land. The leftsideofthis 
5-mile stretch of New River is bordered 
by salt-marsh land from one-fourth to 
three-fourths of a mile wide. This land 
is worth an examination as it is said to 
be rich. The pine woods are covered 
with saw palmetto and contain many 
ponds, low grounds, in which the water 
during the wet season collects."~ 

Although accounts of military opera
tions by United States army troops 
against the Seminole Indians dominat
ed most reports of South Florida be
tween 1835 and 1842, descriptions of 
physical features were occasionally pub
lished in monographs, scholarly jour
nals, and popular newspapers. Army 
surgeon Jacob Rhett Motte who kept an 
account of life in field and camp from 
1836 to 1838 wrote upon reaching New 
River: "This river seems to have been 
very appropriately named for there is 
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sufficient evidence that what is now 
called New River was at no very remote 
period a part of the ocean. The river is 
separated from the Atlantic by only a 
narrow neck of land, about ten miles 
long and fifty yards wide, its course 
being for that distance south and per
fectly straight, parallel with the sea 
beach."26 

Dr. Frederick Leitner, a naturalist 
who was killed while serving under the 
command of Lieutenant L. M. Powell, 
noted in a series published in 1836 in 
The Charleston Mercury that South 
Florida contained "a dreary succession 
of shell bluffs, pine and mangrove 
forests, saw palmetto tracts, lakes, la
goons, cypress ponds, hammocks, sav
annas, marshes, morusses, islands and 
innumerable smaller or lesser tortuous 
and shoaly water courses."27 Confined 
to the pine barren between Cape Flor
ida and New River where it grows in 
abundance, Dr. Leitner discovered "the 
Indian arrow root termed fewoape in 
the Indian language of the Seminoles 
(Zamin Integrifolia), a small stemless 
perennial vegetable with cone shaped 
flowers and pinnate leaves resembling 
somewhat those ofthe sago palm, only 
differing in size. To the Indian, this is 
one of the most valuable products of the 
vegetable kingdom as the root which 
attains sometimes the weight of five or 
six pounds yields to him a farina called 
coonty which constitutes next to the 
maize his principal breadstuff."28 

Another early visitor to this region 
was Dr. Benjamin Strobel, who came to 
the New River about 1830. 29 Like Mal-
lory and Dr. Leitner, he claimed the 
Indian arrow root called coonty was 
found near New River in abundance. In 
publishing his findings in The Charles
ton Courier, Dr. Strobel noted: "The 
Everglades are bounded on the eastern 
side by a ridge of high sandy land -
high in comparison with themselves. 
The growth upon this land consisting 
of pines, saw palmetto, and in some few 
places, particularly along the borders 
of the rivers flowing into the sea, of 
narrow strips of live oak hammock, 
and occassionally a few hickories and 
cabbage palmettoes are met with."30 

Two decades later in an account ac
companying a military map of the Flori-

Natural features of the Hollywood 
area are depicted in detail from the 
1844 "Sketch of the Southern Part 
of Florida" (above, and an 1883 U.S. 
Coast and Geodetic Survey map 
(below). 
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da peninsula south of Tampa Bay, 
Lieutenant J . C. Ives wrote that al
though "the ordinary mode of com- ,: ·:_. -
munication between Forts Lauderdale ':( · 
and Dallas is by water" there is "a · ·~ · 
wagon road a few miles inland ... laid > :: :· -
down upon some sketches of the vicin-
ity. It leaves the west branch of New 
River at the site at the old fort and runs 
nearly parallel to the coast passing to 
the west of a sawgrass marsh which 
extends some miles to the south. It 



follows throughout its whole extent a 
dry belt of country grown up with pine, 
palmetto, and coonty ... The whole 
distance by land from Fort Lauderdale 
to Fort Dallas is about 25 miles."31 

In the early 1880s, Dr. James Alex
ander Henshall explored present-day 
Broward and published his observa
tions in Forest and Stream. Said Dr. 
Henshall: "Rushing in and out with the 
tide at New River fishes can be seen by 
the thousands snapping at anything 
even a bit of white rag tied to the hook 
and thrown to them by a strong hand 
line."32 From the site of old Fort Lauder
dale, New River "runs southerly, to its 
mouth, and parallel with the sea beach, 
the intervening strip of ridge being 
nowhere much over a hundred feet in 
width ... New River, for six miles above 
its mouth, is the straightest, deepest, 
and finest river I have seen in Florida, 
although a narrow one." 33 

The years of 1883 and 1884 marked 
the mapping of vegetation along the 
coast of present-day Broward for the 
United States Coast and Geodetic Sur
vey. The survey showed fresh water 
marsh populated much of the low lying 
basin between the first inland ridge 
and coastal dune in the area now oc
cupied by the Intracoastal Waterway 
and a large concentration of mangrove 
habitat near the mouth of New River.34 
Additionally, a mangrove stand was 
positioned along Whiskey Creek, a 
stream which originally flowed from 
Lake Mabel, the site of what is now 
Port Everglades.35 Most likely, hurri
canes which triggered the opening and 
closing of New River Inlet prior to 1900, 
caused the flow of some salt water up 
Whiskey Creek thus sparking the devel
opment of this mangrove stand.36 Since 
the twentieth century, the impact of 
urban development and continuing 
salt water intrusion have destroyed the 
marsh and fresh water habitat thereby 
allowing the spread of mangroves 
throughout this region , particularly in 
what is now the West Lake tract, and 
resulting in the replacement of one 
natural community by anotherY 

On December 24 and December 28 of 
1894 and again on February 6, 1895, a 
brutal freeze sent temperatures plum
meting and killed citrus crops, vege
tables, and cocoanut palms as far south 
as West Palm Beach. 38 The unrelenting 
cold brought business to a standstill 
and sparked the decision by financier 
and pioneer Florida developer Henry 
Morrison Flagler to plan an extension 
of the Florida East Coast Railway 
nearly seventy miles to Miami, an area 
where no damaging frosts had occur
red.39 After the railroad was completed, 
there was opportunity for a new start; a 
number of homesteaders settled in what 

is now Broward County. 
Because the natural drainage over 

much of yesterday's Broward was poor, 
its population was concentrated pri
marily in the eastern areas along the 
coast. At the time of the county's in
corporation in 1915, Broward's 4,763 
citizens were sprinkled in the three 
incorporated towns of Dania, Pompa
no, and Fort Lauderdale as well as in 
the settlements of Deerfield, Hallan
dale, Davie, Colohatchee, and Progres
so. The county had an assessed valua
tion of 2.5 million dollars and contain
ed 75 miles of rocked road. 40 In Fort 
Lauderdale, then dubbed the "Gateway 
to the Everglades," there still were no 
road and bridge to the beach. The only 
way to reach Davie was by barge. Even 
that was no easy feat as C. Edward 
Viele discovered when the boat which 
was transporting his family's furniture 
capsized and his grand piano floated 
down New River. 41 Miramar, Lauder
dale Lakes, and Plantation were deso
late tracts and Hollywood, not yet on 
the drawing board, was still mostly 
muckland and swamp. 

Prior to the time when development 
and the high value for land pushed out 
Broward's truck farming industry, 
agriculture dominated the economy. 
L;nd use reflected the character of the 
soil, drainage conditions, and location 
with respect to transportation sour
ces .42 Higher areas in present-day Hol
lywood were valued as farmland by 
Hallandale grower OlafZetterlund and 
Dania growers Martin Frost, Harry T. 
Tubbs, Sr., Elliott Chapman Edge, 
John Gregory, Richard Swanson , and 
Stephen M. Alsobrook."' Beans, squash, 
cabbage, and tomatoes were sited in 
the "West Marsh" between the present
day Seaboard Air Line Railway tracks 
and what is now Park Road; and 
tomatoes were cultivated in productive 
acreage in the "East Marsh" between 
what is now the Intracoastal Water
way and present-day 14th Street. 4 4 

Hacked out by farmers growing vege
tables, present-day Johnson Street was 
a narrow artery running east.'5 A large 
pineapple field covered the site of what 
is now Watson Circle; turpentine man
goes were planted in the vicinity of 
present-day Polk and Taylor Streets; 
and tomato patches dotted what are 
now Funston, Rodman, and Dewey 
Streets.46 In 1910, Fred Zirbs, who was 
reportedly the first to live on Holly
wood soil, established a five acre farm 
in the present-day 1200 block of North 
17th CourtY Here he grew peppers and 
tomatoes.48 His farm stock included a 
mule, bull and calf; three cows; 130 
beehives; and chickens, pigeons, and 
ducks .49 

Joseph Wesley Young, once credited 

"with being the spark that ignited the 
Florida land boom," initially came to 
South Florida from Indianapolis, In
diana, in January 1920 to determine 
the feasibility of establishing subdivi
sions on the outskirts of Miami. 50 The 
following July, Young returned to 
select a site for a "dream city."51 

A city builder with a true flair for 
pageantry, Young was born on 
August 4, 1882 in Gig Harbor, Wash
ington, a lumber mill town on the Puget 
Sound. 52 In 1896, at the age of fourteen, 
he went to sea aboard a two-masted 
sailing vessel bound for ports in east
ern Asia and the South Seas; he then 
joined the gold rush at the Yukon and 
published a Seattle newspaper. 53 In 
1903, Young settled in Long Beach, 
California, to manage a grocery store; 
he later invested in real estate and 
platted Signal Hill, a Long Beach subdi
vision which was destroyed by flood. 54 
After developing land into subdivisions 
near the Arizona cities of Globe and 
Phoenix, Young moved to Indianapo
lis, Indiana, in 1917, where he sold oil 
and mining stock and subsequently or
gani~ed a real estate investment_ agen
cy called the "Homeseekers Realty 
Company".55 

That summer of 1920, rumors of 
dangerous reptiles, swarms of blood
sucking leeches and voracious mosqui
toes did not stop Young who "dressed 
in cowhide boots and khaki" explored 
"every nook and cranny" in the area 
several miles north of the Dade-Brow
ard line. 56 Even though the acreage not 
under cultivation was covered with tall 
pines, scrub palm, mangrove jungle, 
and marsh, Young was impressed with 
what he sawY Quietly, on February 18, 
1921, Young negotiated the purchase 
from Stephen M. Alsobrook of a square 
mile tract of farmland in present-day 
Hollywood58 legally described as sec
tion 15-42S-51E, the area now circum
scribed by 22nd Avenue, Washington 
Street, 14th Avenue, and Johnson 
Street.59 The price was approximately 
$175 an acre.60 Young ca!led this parcel 
the nucleus of a dream city which would 
be designed "for everyone from the opu
lent at the top of the industrial and 
sociaJ ladders to the most humble of 
working people."61 Young then began 
acquiring options for an additional 
tract adjoining the first on its north 
border.62 Eventually, Hollywood com
prised an area of more than three square 
miles with one full mile of ocean fron
tage.63 The development of a project of 
such magnitude separated by miles 
from the nearest settlement and ham
pered by poor transportation facilities 
called for "a corps of men of courage 
and resourcefulness sharing Young's 
vision and enthusiasm and an army of 
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workers who could meet hardship and 
likeit."64 In mid summerof1921, a staff 
of draftsmen under the direction of 
architects skilled in municipal plan
ning transposed Young's ideas to blue
prints.65 

That fall, A. C. "Tony" Mickelson, 
head of field work for Young's Holly
wood empire, hacked roads through 
heavy undergrowth and muck, estab
lished boundaries for Central Holly
wood, and directed crews who cleared 
underbrush and natural vegetation 
from the area which was heavily popu
lated by rattlesnakes, sand flies, and 
mosquitoes.66 Mickelson staked out Hol
lywood's first lot at the corner of what 
is now Hollywood Boulevard and 21st 
Avenue, placed markers in the Holly
wood beach section when there were no 
local bridges or roads east of present
day 17th Avenue, and supervised the 
entire layout of Central Hollywood as it 
is today.67 Recalled Mickelson. "Train
loads of materials and machinery 
began to arrive, barracks for the crew 
of workmen were built, and Hollywood 
was underway."68 

"A city planned with vision and con
sumated by scientific engineering,"69 
Hollywood was built to be colonized 
swiftly, to function effectively, and to 
offer the promise of equal opportunity 
for all settlers. From Indianapolis, 
Indiana, came the idea of a broad 
boulevard and of the several circle 
parks intersecting it; from Long Beach, 
California, came the plan of building 
restrictions, zoning, and the oceanfront 
development and the inspiration for 
the deep water harbor and world port 
now known as Port Everglades; and 

from Hollywood, California, came the 
concept of the city's name.70 "To com
bine with customary comforts and 
conveniences a unitary design through 
which the social, aesthetic, and recrea
tional needs of coming generations 
would be met," a grid plan was adopt
ed. 71 The grid with its rectangular 
blocks bounded by parallel streets ex
tending in two directions and crossing 
each other at right angles could be 
effected without precise data on local 
topography and was readily surveyed 
with lots easily numbered for sale.72 

Moreover, with its capacity for quick 
extension for any distance and in any 
direction, the grid was well suited for 
future growth. 73 Unlike other cities 
which "grew up spontaneously with no 
more intelligent planning than beavers 
devote to their tribal industries,"74 Hol
lywood, a city built upon cultivated 
farm acreage, filled-in mangrove 
swamps and tracts of palmettoes and 
Caribbean pines,75 was destined to 
become "a tradition in the annals of 
American town building."76 

Young viewed town building as an 
art. "Towns like houses can and should 
be built from definite plans with ade
quate provisions for future contingen
cies."77 A municipal zoning system was 
introduced "to avoid growth by accre
tion just as one might string out a set of 
dominoes."78 The leading feature of this 
system was secured by dividing the city 
into sections or districts. "In Holly
wood, certain areas have been set aside 
for retail businesses and still others for 
wholesale enterprises while in a dis
trict to itself conveniently removed 
from residential sections, factories and 

industrial plants will be located. This is 
as it should be. The owner of a good 
home in Hollywood will take consola
tion in the thought that he need never 
worry about seeing an unwelcome gar
age or machine shop built next door."79 

Young's municipal zoning system cal
led for uniform and consistent building 
restrictions to safeguard investors. 
"One section is without restrictions as 
to the cost of homes; another section is 
given over to buildings costing not less 
than $2,500.00; and buildings in the 
remainder are to cost not less than 
$7,500.00. Cheaper homes may be built 
of wood; the more expensive ones and 
all public structures are of the prevail
ing hollow cement block and stucco."80 

Unlike those municipalities in which 
"accident determined the setting and 
necessity shaped the contour,"81 Hol
lywood, "the city with a preconceived 
destiny,"82 was heralded as "the fore
runner of the new type of city that is as 
certain to replace the old as the auto
motive vehicle has replaced the ox 
cart."83 

Located "on the shore of a tropical 
sea,''8' Hollywood, a readymade city in 
which "for a small outlay of money the 
average family can have an attractive 
winter or year round residence in the 
midst of unsurpassed natural and 
architectural beauties," impressed vis
itors. 85 J. E. Booth of Rhode Island who 
toured Hollywood in the spring of 1922 
said, "In every other new town I have 
seen started, houses have been built 
from paper for there were no restric
tions. I am glad to see Florida's Holly
wood adopt the modern methods of city 
building with restrictions on all lots 

Hollywood Boulevard under construction, 1921. 
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Well-dressed guests on the porch of the Hollywood (later Park View) Hotel , June 21, 1923. 

and a zoning system enforced."86 As a 
result of Young's careful planning, 
·'Hollywood would avoid the mistakes 
that most cities have made. Narrow 
streets would not be congested with 
unforeseen traffic nor would there be 
an unsightly hodgepodge of ill assorted 
buildings; factories impinging upon 
attractive homes; beautiful vistas mar· 
red by squalid surroundings; and up
rooted paving awaiting benighted 
sewers.87 

"Built by one corporation with the 
zoning system established from the 
beginning and restrictions thrown 
around it in its entirety so that nothing 
disagreeable or detrimental could be 
built in any of its districts," Hollywood 
was planned "for all mankind from the 
person of millions who seeks a fine 
estate on the oceanfront and the person 
who has been active in business and 
professional life who seeks rest and 
moderate amusement and a desirable 
climate to the person who wishes to 
work and raise fruits and vegetables 
and have a happy contented home 
where he can be comfortable."88 

Young recruited a dozen salesmen to 
establish a branch of the Homeseekers 
Realty Company in South Florida and 
raise cash to underwrite the Hollywood 
project by hawking subdivisions in the 
Allapattah Section of Miami.89 He also 
acquired the "House of the Seven 

Gables." This recycled Hollywood farm
house served as initial headquarters 
for the Hollywood Land and Water 
Company, the formed title of the Jo
seph Wesley Young business organiza
tion which was founded in 1920-1921.9° 
News accounts related that the word 
"water" in the title did not refer to 
waterfront developments or ocean 
beach property which later would be 
put up for sale. 91 Rather, the word 
"water" meant just that: "good old 
Adam's Ale, aqua pur a as it comes from 
the ground."92 To promote Hollywood's 
palatable drinking water and earn "a 
substantial income" for his organiza
tion, Young intended "to sell bottled 
water obtained from seven deep wells 
located in Block 43 of Central Holly
wood folks in Miami where the water 
supply was unfit for drinking; hence 
the title. "93 

In the spring of 1922, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company had offices 
in Miami, Palm Beach, Fort Lauder
dale, Jacksonville, Live Oak, Tampa, 
Orlando, Tallahassee, and Indianapo
lis. 94 One year later, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company added offi
ces in New York City, Chicago, Cleve
land, Kansas City, and Detroit.9·' 

In the fall of 1923, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company opened a 
welfare department to assist financial
ly troubled employees and to sponsor 

Thursday night get-togethers at the 
sales pavilion on the corner of Holly
wood Boulevard and what is now 16th 
Avenue. 96 For property owners wishing 
to dispose of holdings, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company extended its 
service in February 1924 and launched 
a resale department known as the Hol
lywood Investment Company with I. 
N. Berry, Jr. in charge.97 The Holly
wood Boat and Transportation Com
pany came into existence as a subsi
diary department of Young's umbrella 
organization that summer to oversee 
construction _of bridges for the Holly
wood Lakes Section and beach devel
opment.98 By 1925-1926, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company was com
posed of twenty-six departments rang
ing from the accounting, auditing, en
tertainment, hotels, sales, garage, land
scape, and legal departments to the 
Hollywood Insurance Agency, Holly
wood Bond and Mortgage Company, 
and Hollywood Securities Corpora
tion.99 These departments covered every 
phase of building a city. 

It was said that Young, who revolu
tionized selling methods, started Hol
lywood on a shoestring. Frank Dickey, 
who was associated with Carl Fisher in 
the development of Miami Beach prior 
to replacing retired Royal Air Force 
Colonel A. F. Jenkins as Hollywood's 
chief engineer, 100 recalled that in instal-
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ling the streets and sidewalks in Cen
tral Hollywood "delays in the work 
schedules were the most annoying 
situations to arise. Several blocks of a 
curbing job would be laid out, forms 
built, and cement ready to be mixed for 
instance when the order would come to 
lay men off. The money had run out." 101 

To stimulate investment, Young of
fered prospects free excursions to Hol
lywood, free lunches in a large canvas 
tent at the corner of Harrison Street 
and what is now 21st Avenue near the 
Florida East Coast Railway tracks, 
and then a tour of the town. 102 The latter 
included a trip to Johnson Street, Hol
lywood's first east-west thoroughfare, 
and the narrow pontoon bridge which 
spanned the Intracoastal Waterway. 103 
Eventually, Hollywood had a fleet of 
busses which constantly imported 
speculators from around the nation 
and three sales pavilions to accommo
date the visiting crowds. 104 After hear
ing sales pitches "with no obligation to 
buy," these potential clients were given 
free meals, free band concerts, and free 
accommodations at the Hollywood 
Hotel, the Lincoln Hotel , or the Linger
long Apartments.105 To attract inves
tors unable to travel to " the scene of the 
action," Young hired the Kniffin Cou
tant Photo Films Company of Hialeah 
to make movies of the city for newsreels 
and advertised Hollywood in full page 
color layouts in magazines of national 
circulation including Colliers and the 
Saturday Evening Post.106 

News accounts relate that Young "in 
the early days assured his salesmen 
they would have abundant cause to be 

proud of their connection with the Hol
lywood Land and Water Company." 107 
O.E. Behymer, who was a member of 
the Hollywood Land and Water Com
pany sales force and then named editor 
of The Hollywood Reporter, the Holly
wood Magazine, and South, recalled, 
" It required no small degree of faith to 
catch Young's vision; but every sales
man had it and soon there was a nu
cleus of buyers who also envisioned the 
possibilities. In 1921, Hollywood was 
pine forest and tomato lands. By 1923, 
the program Young sketched became a 
reality." 108 _ 

To encourage sales, Young sponsor
ed contests for realtors with thousands 
of dollars in prizes for the winning 
entrants. 109 In "the largest real estate 
contest ever held," J . M. Kagey, as cap
tain of a team of eleven men. secured a 
total of $426,260.00 worth of business 
for the Hollywood Land and Water 
Company over a ten week period end
ing April 19, 1924, and captured first 
place. 110 Since Kagey owned a Pierce 
Arrow and Jordan , he accepted 
$5,000.00 in cash from contest sponsor 
Young in lieu of the two sedans to 
which he was entitled for winning the 
competition . 111 Kagey used part of this 
cash award for the erection of "his 
handsome home in the domestic Span
ish style of architecture situated at 
1650 Harrison Street overlooking Cir
cle Park and the Golf Club House." 112 

Young planned Hollywood "from the 
very beginning with provisions ample 
for future needs and with proper adorn
ments to satisfy normal human crav
ings." 11'1 ln keeping with Young'spredi-

Hollywood's Spanish style Florida East Coast Railway depot, completed in 
1925 and reconstructed after the 1926 hurricane nearly demolished it. 
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lection for a blend of Spanish and 
Moorish architecture, commonly refer
red to as the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style, his architects and engineers 
designed structures which featured 
domes, balconies, red tiled roofs, pastel 
tinted stucco walls, arches, and tiled 
floors. 114 For Young, determined to 
avoid "the long interval of patient 
waiting for conveniences and the 
graceful amenities which make for 
genuine living," no project seemed too 
ambitious for his model city. 115 During 
the same era. these structures were 
erected: the Hollywood Central School, 
Hollywood State Bank, Hollywood 
Post Office, Park View and Great 
Southern Hotels, Flora Apartment 
Hotel, Hollywood Printing and Pub
lishing Company, the Hollywood Golf 
and Country Club, and the Florida 
East Coast Railway passenger depot. 116 
In the belief that transportation was 
the key to Hollywood's success, Young 
had financed construction of the depot 
which featured a cream-colored rough 
textured stucco facade and decorative 
cupola to ensure perpetual passenger 
service. 117 Young realized his goal of 
enablin g the rest of the nation to 
migrate to his "dream city" on April6, 
1924, when, amid hype and hoopla, the 
"Floridian" became the first passenger 
train to high ball across the rails of the 
Florida East Coast Railway and make 

... 

a scheduled stop in Hollywood.11 x 

Signs of growth were everywhere. "From 
whatever direction Hollywood is ap
proached, new structures greet the eye. 
... Apartments and public buildings 
are springing up and littered debris of 
lumber and concrete piled here and 
there mark the spots where future struc
tures will stand."119 

By 1924, Young announced the time 
was at hand for his Hollywood Land 
and Water Company to devote its 
energies to building private residences 

: 

on an extensive scale. 120That year, 
Young occupied his home at 1055 Hol
lywood Boulevard built at a $30,000.00 
price tag .121 "Of authentic Spanish- ..: 
Moorish design," 124 the home reflected 
a style that spoke of delightful climate, 
of luxury, and of sophistication. 1:!:1 

Even though Young's home was deco
rated baroquely with imported crystal 
chandeliers, heavy carved furniture, 
Cuban tile in the entrance way, and iron j 

gates leading into the dining room and 
living room, and acclaimed Hollywood's 
outstanding showplace, Young plan
ned to construct an even more ornate 
executive mansion north of Johnson 
Street along the oceanfront costing a 
quarter of a million dollars.124 

Most of the public buildings construct
ed by Young were presented to the city 
when it was incorporated. Until the 



time of incorporation, "the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company which then 
owned streets and lots not sold con
trolled the police and other public af
fairs." 11'' 

In conformity with Young's policies, 
all public mention of any new devel
opments within the city such as the 
construction of important public build
ings or the installation of public utili
ties was withheld from the media until 
the improvements in question had 
taken a tangible form. 126 No atte_!Ilpt 
was made by Young to exaggerate Hol
lywood's "splendid achievements" for 
"Hollywood's record would speak for 
itself." 1 ~ 7 

In April 1922, with a fleet of motor 
trucks, caterpillar tractors, road grad
ers, scrapers, a steam shovel, and a ten
ton roller, Hollywood had the most 
extensive and complete street building 
equipment of any city in Florida. 12s All 
streets were paved initially with native 
rock of coral formation excavated from 
the banks of drainage canals; 129 and by 
September 1924, main business tho
roughfares including Hollywood Boule
vard, Harrison Street, and Tyler Street 
had been oiled and sanded. 130 News 
accounts relate that "the transition 
from white coral rock to black topped 
arteries relieves eye strain and adds 
immeasurably to the appearance ofthe 
city."1a1 Within a two year time span, 
Hollywood had thirty-two miles of paved 
streets and twenty-six miles of side
walks and curbing. 132 "If sidewalks were 
placed end to end, they would extend 

all the way to Miami."133 Although 
work began on the new Beach High
way (AlA) from Johnson Street south 
across the first mile of beach which the 
Hollywood Land and Water Company 
developed as the first of its oceanfront 
properties in 1924, 134 it was not until 
May 1933 that the new Beach Highway 
from Hollywood to the Dade County 
line was officially opened. 135 The Ever
glades Construction Company, the 
contractor for the project, suffered 
severe financial setbacks in construct
ing the route due to the marshy terrain 
which triggered the sinking of the 
roadbed on several occasions.136 

In keeping with Young's scheme for a 
harmonious city, "all water mains 
and telephone wires in the business 
district were underground and were 
confined to alleys in residential areas 
so that streets may not be dug up as 
building progresses. No provision is 
contemplated for street cars as all 
street traffic must move on rubber tires 
whereby the usual racket of cities is to 
be prevented."137 

The names for streets in Central Hol
lywood were chosen by Young's per
sonnel in Indianapolis. 136 "Beginning 

with the beginning of Hollywood's 
environs on the south, there is the first 
street which bears the name of Wash
ington for America's first president, 
then Adams, Jefferson, Madison, Mon
roe, Jackson, Van Buren, and Harri
son, all of which run east and west. 
After Harrison Street, there is a break 
for Hollywood Boulevard. Then north 
of the Boulevard and parallel with its 
course run Tyler, Polk, Taylor, and Fil
lmore Streets, Pierce, Buchanan, Lin
coln, and Johnson, this last the first 
street to be graded and paved."139 For 
streets south of the presidential string 
in the South Hollywood Addition, A. C. 
"Tony" Mickelson, then in charge of 
surveys for Young, selected the names 
of officers he served with during his 
days in the Navy "Dewey, Rodman, 
Plunkett, Wiley, Mayo, Fletcher, and 
Moffett." 140 About Funston Street, 
Mickelson said, "General Frederick 
Funston was a Commander-in-Chief of 
the U.S. Army before World War I. I 
had to sneak his name in there along 
with the names of the seven Navy 
admirals." 141 With the exception of 
Farragut and Sims, "the names of two 
admirals slipped in by some Navy per
son in the Hollywood Land and Water 
Company drafting department," 14 ~ 
streets north of the presidential string 
were named for generals "Sherman, 
Lee, Sheridan, Thomas, and Persh
ing."l<3 

Called "the widest paved street in 
Florida," Hollywood Boulevard, the 
heart and soul of the city, was ninety
two feet between curbings with four
teen foot sidewalks on either side. 144 
Designated the municipality's domi
nant transportation and communica
tion artery, the thickened spine of the 
city center was quickly lined with Hol
lywood's most important commercial 
structures. In the spring of 1922, resi
dents were advised that ornamental 
lighting posts every forty feet would 
soon furnish illumination and make 
Hollywood Boulevard "a great white 
way from the Dixie to the Sea." 145 

Johnson Street, the first east-west 
artery paved all the way from Dixie 
Highway to the beach, a distance of 
slightly more than two miles, was com
pleted on January 10, 1923. 146 A pon
toon bridge spanned the Intracoastal 
Waterway and at the beach the paving 
widened out to fifty feet in order to 
provide parking and turning space for 
cars. 147 

Sited in the heart of the city and 
encircled by Hollywood Boulevard and 
Federal Highway, Hollywood Circle 
Park was designed by George Schmidt, 
Young's first chief engineer who was 
fired in 1921 "for not moving fast 
enough," 147 Dedicated as Harding Cir-

cle on March 13, 1923, it was renamed 
Young Circle on January 22, 1935. 149 
Laid out with three circle walks and 
majestic botanical gardens, covering 
an area of ten acres, and billed as the 
largest of its kind in the State of Flor
ida, Young Circle was considered Hol
lywood's social and recreational cen
ter, "a gathering place for strangers 
and townspeople."150 City Hall Circle, 
now known as Watson Circle, on Hol
lywood Boulevard and 26th Avenue 
was designed by Louis Platt in 1924.151 
Sam Whitehead has been credited with 
laying out Hollywood Hills and the 
crescent drive intersecting the 4000 
block of Hollywood Boulevard that 
since 1932 has been known as Academy 
Circle.152 Young's inspiration for Hol
lywood's circles was triggered by his 
panoramic view of the great circular 
space in downtown Indianapolis pro
vided by his ninth floor office suite for 
the Homeseekers Realty Company in 
the Indianapolis Merchants Bank 
Building. 153 

As early as 1922, the Hollywood 
Land and Water Company had its own 
nursery for the propagation of hun
dreds of varieties of plants and shrubs 
with landscape architect Charles Ol
sen in charge.154 

Olsen's largest job was landscaping 
the Hollywood golf course. Although 
the foundation for the Hollywood Golf 
and Country Club had not been laid, 
the first nine holes of the eighteen hole 
Hollywood golf course were completed 
by the winter of1922. 155 March 13, 1923, 
marked the arrival of President Warren 
Harding and a coterie of officials in
cluding General Charles Dawes, Gen
eral Charles Sawyer, United States 
Shipping Board Chairman A. B. Lasker, 
and Washington publisher E. B. Mc
Lean for a golf match and then lun
cheon at the Hollywood Hotel, the 
second building constructed by the Hol
lywood Land and Water Company in 
central Hollywood. 156 The Hollywood 
Golf and Country Club officially open
ed on New Year's Eve, 1924, with a big 
bash featuring the Ziegfield follies' 
queen of the shimmy Gilda Grey. 157 

On June 1, 1926, L. B. "Slats" Slater 
and Eleanor Forbes were married in 
one of the most extravagant weddings 
ever held at the posh Hollywood Golf 
and Country Club. Slater recalled that 
"the roof was rolled back and we 
danced under the stars on a glass floor 
illuminated with colored lights. It was 
quite a deal." 158 

With floodwaters sloshing over roads, 
it took Slater sixteen hours to drive 
from DeLand, where he then was at
tending Stetson University, to Holly
wood during his first trip to Broward in 
September 1924. Slater, who was "court-
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ing Eleanor Forbes, the only daughter 
of Hollywood Land and Water Com
pany sales manager Arlie Forbes," 
recalled, "Thick hordes of mosquitoes 
had to be brushed off screen doors 
before entering homes, and land crabs 
made Hollywood Boulevard a slippery, 
smelly mess."' "" According to Slater, 
many early Hollywood settlers lived 
lavishly; and even though it was Pro
hibition, wherever Slater went he was 
served liquor that had been imported 
from Nassau. "I was just a poor coun
try boy and the high life impressed 
me," he explained. 160 

With people anxious to purchase 
land on the deferred payment plan, by 
1925, the Florida real estate boom was 
approaching its zenith. Clogged with 
speculators scrambling for acreage, 
Hollywood looked as though it had 
been transformed into one giant, fren
zied real estate exchange. Hollywood 
grew at a dizzying pace. It seemed the 
flow of easy money would never cease 
as tourists threw dollars around like 
confetti and speculators bought house
lots and acreage sight unseen. Lots in 
Central Hollywood, the first section to 
be cleared, developed, and opened for 
sales, '6 ' jumped in price more than 500 
percent. 162 "Engineers and executives 
stormed and fretted because materials 
and supplies could not be delivered fast 
enough."' 6:J 

Once construction of Hollywood's 
streets, sidewalks, and the first build
ings, including the Hollywood Land 
and Water Company garage, commu
nity firehouse, and the electric and 
water plants, were completed in Central 
Hollywood, "subdivisions sprang up 
all over Hollywood ."' 64 By 1923, the 
Santry Corporation had platted Hol
lywood Lawns and Dixie Gardens. 16

'' 

That year, St. James Park, "a hand
some settlement of homelike bungal
ows on the East Dixie," was nearing 
completion; lots were up for sale in 
North Hollywood and South Holly
wood, two new additions to Hollywood 
lying immediately adjacent to the city 
proper; and blueprints were drawn up 
for "Venetian Villa, a subdivision just 
east of the golf links and bordering the 
south side of Johnson Street destined to 
surpass in beauty and charm anything 
of its nature yet conceived by man." 167 

Hollywood journalist 0. E. Behymer 
commented, "It is a grand and glorious 
feeling to realize that we have arrived 
at that enviable state as a city devel
opment when we can have subdivi
sions dedicated to our progressive
ness."'"? 

The first couple to occupy a home in 
Central Hollywood east of the Florida 
East Coast Railway tracks was Emma 
and George Roden.' 68 The Roden bun-
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Crowd on the Broadwalk at Hollywood beach celebrates the Fourth of July, 
1925. Note bathing casino in right background. 

galow at 1901 Madison Street featured 
a solar water heating plant on its roof 
and was constructed in February 
1922.'"" 

November 1922 marked the start of 
intensive development of Hollywood 
Little Ranches, a tract situated along 
Dixie Highway just adjoining the cen
tral section of Hollywood within a few 
minutes walk of the business center. 170 

Deep lots along Dixie Highway were 
cleared off and streets graded. '7

' Water 
mains were extended to the central 
part of Hollywood Little Ranches and 
electric light poles set and wires strung 
for the convenience of the settlers.'n 

Within the month, over 400 half acre 
lots in Hollywood Little Ranches were 
sold and some twenty families were liv
ing on small farms. 17:1 

The John Murray home, a five room 
bungalow at 2432 Hollywood Boule
vard,was the first structure west ofthe 
Florida East Coast Railway tracks 
built in Hollywood Little Ranches. 174 

Recalled Murray: "We bought a half 
acre in Hollywood Little Ranches from 
a salesman we met in Jackson ville ... A 
sand path lined with palmettoes was 
the front walk to our home. Our backs 
ached from the long trip to Dania in 
soft sand and rock for groceries and 

Opening day at the Hollywood Beach Casino, May 30, 1925. 
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mail." 175 Several farms managed by 
poultry farmers and vegetable growers 
on a sharecrop plan were subsequently 
established by the Hollywood Land 
and Water Company in this section to 
supply products for company-owned 
tourist facilities. 176 

By December 1923, Hollywood Little 
Ranches boasted an imposing 850 res
idences, a two story business structure, 
and a fifty room modern hostelry. 
Originally called the Turner Apart
ment House, this three story concrete 
facility at 2140 Lincoln Street was tai
lor made "to meet practical needs of 
practical people in a practical way." 177 

That December, residents suggested 
calling the section popularly known as 
Hollywood Little Ranches by the name 
"West Hollywood." 178 

Heralded as "Hollywood's new town 
for Afro-Americans" and a "major 
milestone in urban development, 
Liberia was situated one mile north of 
Central Hollywood and slightly west 
of Dixie Highway.179 Created to shelter 
black laborers employed by the Holly
wood Land and Water Company in 
clearing sections and laying streets 
and sidewalks, Liberia was a separate 
town in which potential residents could 
control their own municipal affairs.180 

Liberia was laid out along "modern 
lines."'H' Blueprints called for Liberia 
to contain streets of ample width paved 
with ojus rock; electric lights and water 
furnished from central plants; a block 
for a school and churches; and a five 
acre circle park similar in design to 
Hollywood's Young Circle.' 82 No stores 
were permitted in residential sections.'83 

All businesses were confined to com
mercial districts. '8' Accordin~ to the 
July 1923 issue of The Hollywood Re
porter announcing Liberia, " ... 
through opening of this new town, Afro
Americans can share something ofthe 

prosperity Hollywood has brought to 
the East Coast of Florida." 'H.> 

Once a "wild, inaccessible piece of 
land," the Beach Section of Hollywood, 
a tract stretching a mile north and 
south and nearly a quarter of a mile 
east and west between the inland water 
route and the Atlantic Ocean, began in 
January 1922 taking on the appear
ance of a development.' 86 After chief 
engineer Frank Dickey completed pre
liminary surveys of the Beach Section, 
subsequently called Hollywood Beach, 
First Addition, crews began clearing 
away the mangroves and utilizing a 
hydraulic pressure washing system to 
force down the sand ridge and dislodge 
palmetto roots along the beach in order 
to create a firm and level surface for the 
eventual construction of buildings and 
streets.'87 That month, 250 lots out of 
600 lots were sold.' 88 Completion of the 
Johnson Street artery to the beach on 
January 10, 1923, made Hollywood 
Beach, First Addition,the center of 
activity . 'R9 By February 1924, the first 
permanent structure, a $10,000.00 resi
dence built by J . L. Frank three blocks 
south of the proposed Hollywood Beach 
Casino, was nearly finished. '90 

Proposals to transform Hollywood's 
beach into "one of the most attractive 
resort centers on the east coast" called 
for "keeping hilarity and frolic separ
ated from beach residents who may 
prefer a more quiet and ordered exist
ence."'9' Included in the scheme to 
develop "a refuge from inclement win
ters and depressingly hot summers,"' 92 
were a gigantic pier a half mile in 
extent reaching out into the ocean a 
distance of 800 feet which would house 
the most elaborate and extensive 
amusement complex in the State of 
Florida193 and the Broadwalk, a unique 
pedestrian cement promenade thirty 
feet in width along the shore for a dis-

tance of one and one-half miles which 
was patterned after Atlantic City's 
boardwalk.' 94 The Broadwalk's construc
tion was triggered by Young in order to 
give Hollywood a nationwide reputa
tion as "the Atlantic City of the 
South."'95 Between the Broadwalk and 
the ocean was a strip of coastline graded 
down to the water's edge which was 
dedicated to the city as a permanent 
bathing beach.'96 

Through Young's foresight, Holly
wood boasted Florida's largest and best 
appointed bathing pavilion. There, 
40,000 celebrants gathered on July 4, 
1925, to mark the nation's 149th birth
day.197 Those who had the financial 
means to do so attended Hollywood's 
Independence Day golf tournaments, 
greased pole climbs, sack races, bath
ing beauty parade, and the Caesar 
LaMonaca band concert. '98 To top the 
events was a water show which fea
tured fancy diving, swim meets, canoe 
tilting, and log rolling contests at the 
Hollywood Beach Casino on the Broad
walk, just south of Johnson Street. 199 
Constructed at an estimated cost of a 
quarter million dollars, the Hollywood 
Beach Casino was regarded as a poten
tial year round center for social life. It 
boasted 824 locker rooms, 80 shower 
baths, a shopping arcade, and an 
Olympic-sized swimming pool.200 

For awhile, Young could not be stop
ped. While negotiators were still dicker
ing about the final details in the set
tlement of the Florida East Coast 
Railway freight embargo which brought 
South Florida construction screeching 
to a halt in the fall and winter of 1925, 
he began taking action. Undaunted by 
the rail transportation slowdown with 
its restrictions on carload shipments of 
lumber, brick, tile, cement, lime, plas
ter, iron, and steel,201 Young hired h is 
own sea-borne fleet to transport build-

The Hollywood Beach Hotel, Broward County's larg
est at the time of its completion in 1925. A close look 

at this October 12, 1926 photo reveals damage from 
the September hurricane of that year. 
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ing supplies for his growing city. He 
even dispatched two freighters to Bel· 
gium with requisitions to bring back 
cement for the plush, multi-million dol
lar Hollywood Beach HoteJ.2°2 

A landmark occupying an 800-foot 
beach front parcel, overlooking the At
lantic Ocean, and marking the east 
terminal of Hollywood Boulevard, the 
Hollywood Beach Hotel was widely 
regarded as "Florida's largest and 
most beautiful hotel."203The facility 
which was constructed at a cost of more 
than three million dollars204 was seven 
stories high and had 500 rooms all with 
baths.205 Rates including meals were 
$12.50 and up; for two in a room, the fee 
was twenty dollars and up.206 After it 
formally opened in February 1926, the 
Hollywood Beach Hotel became the 
scene of classy parties, the winter home 
of northern industrialists and the visit
ing quarters for scores of celebrities.207 

In contrast to the Hollywood Beach 
Hotel, "tent city" also was completed. 20H 

This complex, bordered by Washington 
Street and the Broad walk, consisted of 
hundreds of cottage-like structures equip
ped with "running water, electric lights, 
comforts, and conveniences" and roof
ed with colorful striped canvas.209 In
spired by tent cities found along Cali
fornia's beaches, Hollywood's tent city 
" where many people of the better class 
could live with their families for a few 
weeks or months"2'0 was considered to 
be the forerunner of contemporary , 
luxury motels.2" 

"A superb district with the choicest 
residential spots in the state," the Hol
lywood Lakes Section was offered to 
the public on March 1, 1923.212 The 
property was exactly one mile square. 
It was situated to the east of the central 
unit and immediately west of the beach, 
just a fraction over a mile from the 
ocean at its most distant point.213 Hol
lywood Boulevard, from the Dixie High
way to the ocean, was designed to pass 
directly through the center of this dis
trict.Z" 

Every foot ofthis mile square platte 
as Section 14 contained rich marl soil 
where flowers and ornamental shrub
bery could be grown in profusion,m 
Already, vast sums of money had been 
spent by the Hollywood ~and and 
Water Company in "magnificentland
scaping."2'6 

The name "Lakes Section" was de
rived from two artificial lakes then 
being excavated by two construction 
dredges on either side of Hollywood 
Boulevard.217 According to the Novem
ber 1923 issue of The Hollywood Re
porter, "These two parallel lagoons, 
containing a total of 175 acres, will be 
the largest artificial lakes in the State 
of Florida. They extend west from the 
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Florida East Coast Canal for a dis
tance of almost a mile. At the western 
extremities are two expansive circular 
turning basins of ten acres each, where 
yachts and houseboats can dock in the 
very heart of the city. At the eastern 
headwaters, where the lakes begin, is a 
rectangular sheet of water in either 
lake, more than a quarter of a mile 
across. The connecting waterway be
tween the two basins has a uniform 
width of 470 feet, or almost the length 
of a average city block."2'R 

In addition to Hollywood Boulevard, 
destined to be "one of the most pictu
resque drives in the country" which ran 
between the two lakes, landscaped 
drives and parkways and "beautiful 
homes of the better sort" were planned 
"to give to this section the tone and 
standing which its natural setting calls 
for." 2 ' ~ Homes in the Hollywood Lakes 
Section in 1923 ranged in price from 
$5,000.00 to $7,000.00."2" 

In 1924,the "Broward,"the largest 
shallow water dredge ever used in Flor
ida, was added to the Hollywood fleet 
dredging the Hollywood Lakes Sec
tion.221 Built specifically for this impor
tant engineering task by the Ellicott 
Machine Corporation of Baltimore at a 
cost of $125,000.00, the "Broward" was 
fueled by distillate stored in two enor· 
mous inside tanks and was operated by 
a crew of 21 men working in three 
shifts.222 

News accounts relate that the" Bra
ward's enormous rotary knives cut 
into the solid earth and eat it away in 
hugechunks.Thejobisdoneasneatly 
as an expert spader slices off the top 
soil in a garden .... Roots and rocks have 
little power to impede the progress of 
the mechanical digester. Everything 
goes. As soil is dislodged and broken 
up, it is sucked through sixteen inch 
conduits and forced out through termi
nal pipes where it is rapidly making 
new land."n:J In just three davs of hav
ing "Broward" on the job, "the north· 
east corner of the Hollywood Lakes 
Section adjoining Johnson Street had 
been filled to an average depth offrom 
three and a half to four feet." 224 

The Hollywood Land and Water Com
pany announced that all soil would be 
removed in the lake basins down to the 
coral rock bottoms which varied from 
only a few feet to nine and ten feet in 
places thus assuring firm clear bottoms 
in both lakes. 22·' The tons of rock re
moved from the lake bottoms were ear· 
marked for paving streets in the Hol
lywood Lakes Section and on the 
beach. This procedure was designed to 
reduce the cost of paving and save time 
in eliminating long hauls. 22fi 

On April 11, 1924, fire broke out on 
board the "Broward" and the dredge 

sank. 227 Young, who was up north at the 
time, called chief engineer Frank Dic
key and sent him to Baltimore to order a 
replacement. 228 In addition to the "Brow
ard II," dredges maintained by the Hol
lywood Land and Water Company's 
engineering department included the 
"Hallandale" and the "General." Fol
lowing completion of North Lake and 
South Lake in the Hollywood Lakes 
Section, the dredges were transferred to 
Lake Mabel to start the work of trans· 
forming it into present-day Port Ever
glades.229 

Young had a grand flair for strategy 
and devised the idea of developing 
present-day Port Everglades while he 
was grounded in a speedboat on Lake 
Mabel's mud flats with engineer R. D. 
Wells.2'10 Subsequently, Young purchas
ed land parcels which extended from 
Lake Mabel to his Hollywood holdings. 
Furthermore, he invited General George 
W. Goethals, chief engineer of the 
Panama Canal, to Broward to substan
tiate his claim that one day Lake Mabel 
could be a major port of call; its ship
ping lines would stretch to such inter
national harbors as Liverpool, Ham
burg, Cherbourg, Panama, Buenos 
Aires, and New York. Z31 

Recalled A. C. "Tony" Mickelson: 
"Joseph Wesley Young was a born 
promoter gifted with imagination and 
tremendous vitality. When he decided 
to create a deep water seaport at Lake 
Mabel, he took me to the site and told 
me that someday right where we were 
standing we would see foreign ships 
coming into a world harbor. That mud
hold became the site of present-day 
Po~t Everglades."z:Jz 

In February 1922, Hollywood only 
had five families which lived east of 
Dixie Highway. That year, one room in 
the Messick home at Madison Street 
and present-day 16th Avenue was trans
formed into a school for six youngs
ters.2'13 In 1923, Hollywood's first hotel 
opened;234 the Business Men's Associa
tion, Hollywood Post of the American 
Legion, Chamber of Commerce, and 
Hollywood Women's Club were char
tered;23" and 2,500 vacationers repres
enting nine states were counted on a 
Decem her day at the beach. 236 The year 
of 1924 marked the opening of the Hol
lywood Theater, Hollywood's first ci
nema, and the Hollywood State Bank, 
"a sym hoi of commercial integrity and 
financial strength;"237 the founding of 
Hollywood's first newspaper, the Holly
wood News, a weekly edited by J. 
Rogers Gore; 23R and the utilization of 
Hollywood Boulevard as a landing 
strip by a Hollywood Land and Water 
Company photographer flying a Cur
tissJN-4, a World War I model know as 
the "Jenny."239 Theyearof1925 brought 
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the organization of the Hollywood 
Kiwanis Club; the opening of Holly
wood Central School· and the construc
tion of the Hollywood Boulevard bridge 
across the Intracoastal Waterway at a 
cost of $110,000.00.240 

By January 1926, Hollywood had 
2,420 dwellings, 36 apartment build
ings, 252 business buildings, 30 garage 
apartments, and six hotels with three 
more under construction.241 Its asses
sed valuation was twenty million dol
lars.242 The city boasted three bands 
and five orchestras; 165 telephones in 
use; and 41 miles of streets, 100 miles of 
sidewalks, and 60 miles of water 
mains.243 Hollywood had 18,000 acres 
within its corporate limits including 
six and one-half miles along the ocean
front. 244 Hollywood's population was 
18,000.254 Impressed with Hollywood's 
phenomenal progress, residents from 
Dania and Hallandale that January 
petitioned the Florida legislature and 
the Hollywood city commission to an
nex their communities to the Holly
wood corporation.246 

Hollywood became an official entity 
on November 28, 1925. Ten days later, 
Hollywood city commissioners borrow
ed $200,000.00 to finance municipal 
operations.247 When the city government 
was activated, Young proposed the 
selection of C. H. Windham of Long 
Beach, California, as Hollywood's first 
city manager.248 Until Windham arriv
ed on March 15, 1926, to take over the 
post, Walter H. Seely and George D. 
Porter conducted the affairs of the city. 
Windham resigned on September 4, 
1926, to become first general manager 
of Port Everglades. The two-story build
ing at 219 North 21st Avenue, con
structed by Hunt Brothers of Miami249 
and completed in July 1924, was trans
formed from headquarters for the Hol
lywood Publishing Company into Hol
lywood's first city halJ.250 

During the memorable summer of 
1925 with scores of apartment houses 
and hotels being projected for Young's 
"dream city," speculation had been 
quick and easy; and everybody was 
making money on land prices. Lots 
were bought from blueprints with only 
a ten percent down payment. This bind
er did not finalize the transaction but 
few people worried about future instal
lments, for nine _purchasers out of ten 
acquired lots with only one goal, to 
resell, and planned to transfer their 
binders to other speculators at a prodi
gious profit. 251 In the wake of a Novem
ber stock market slump and subsllquent 
tightening of bank loans and an in
come tax law requiring payment of a 
tax on at least fifty percent of any gain 
from property sales,252 the spring of 
1926 brought a drastic decline in real 
estate activity. As a result, people who 

held binders on property could not dis
pose of their stake and began default
ing on payments. Cases were reported 
in which land encumbered with asses
sments and taxes amounting to more 
than the cash originally obtained for it 
and blighted with half completed de
velopment reverted back to the original 
owners.253 The bubble had burst; rev
enues suddenly dropped; and business 
came nearly to a standstill. A whole
sale deflation seemed inevitable. 

To renew confidence of investors and 
reverse the downtrend, Young decided 
to forge ahead with the development of 
the entire Hollywood Hills Section as a 
single unit. 254 Previously, the Holly
wood Land and Water Company had 
paved streets and constructed curbs 
and sidewalks in each district of Holly
wood as it was opened and then com
menced with building homes and apart
ments. 255 Lacking the equipment and 
machinery necessary to install the 
miles and miles of streets and side
walks for all of Hollywood Hills in one 
fullscale operation, in June 1926, 
Young for the first time hired a con
tractor for the job. ~'i6 The contractor 
selected by Young was Samuel Horvitz 
whose firm, the Highway Construction 
Company of Ohio, was then doing pav
ing work in Miami.257 The Highway 
Construction Company of Ohio had 
completed the majority of its stipulated 
job agreement for the Hollywood Hills 
Section when the hurn.c?..neof Septem
ber 18, 1926, slammed into the city.258 

At the time when the storm battered 
Hollywood and left behind a trail of 
death and destruction, Young was in 
New York acquiring financial support 
for his model municipality.259 After he 
heard about the hurricane, he imme
diately chartered a train and made the 
trip to South Florida in a record thirty
one hours. 

Young discovered that many Holly
wood residents were overwhelmed by 
the wind velocity and extensive flood
ing which accompanied the rains. Many 
were as isolated as if they had been 
marooned in Antarctica. When it be
came impossible to get to a hospital, an 
overturned septic tank at Ralph Thomp
son's manufacturing plant on Garfield 
Street was utilized as a delivery room 
shelter. 260 

The monster hurricane claimed thir
ty-seven lives.261 Trees were uprooted, 
wires were downed, and signboards 
and roofs were sent flying. Shingle, 
stucco, and concrete houses and build
ings were demolished resulting in mil
lions of dollars in property losses. Just 
as the Boulevard Apartments on Hol
lywood Boulevard, west of Ninth Ave
nue, was about to collapse, Dr. and Mrs. 
L. W. McCormick and T. D. Ellis, Jr. 
scrambled aboard a barge in order to 

reach the Park View Hotel and rejoin 
their neighbors.262 When the hurricane 
finally subsided, people dug themselves 
out and counted their blessings. 

As Chairman of the Hollywood Re
lief Committee, Young took charge of 
the rebuilding program and supervised 
the distribution of food, clothing and 
medical supplies. Advertisements for 
2,000 laborers, at a daily rate of five 
dollars per person, were placed in coun
ty newspapers. In addition, funds were 
allocated for repairing the Broadwalk 
and planting trees on the beach.263 

To bolster morale, the Hollywood 
Municipal Band, under the direction of 
Caesar LaMonaca, assembled on Hol
lywood Boulevard to play rousing 
marches and concerts.264 Southern Bell 
began restoring telephone service; 
rights-of-way were granted to the Sea
board Air Line Railway through Hol
lywood.265 

Hollywood's first hospital was estab
lished by Dr. Harrison A. Walker in a 
building at 324 Indiana Street;266 the 
Hollywood Woman's Club sponsored 
the opening of a public library;267 plans 
were implemented for a "permanent" 
city hall in Hollywood's "westside 
circle," now known as Watson Circle. 268 
Community residents vowed to begin 
anew. Nonetheless, after the initial 
surge of action, thousands went back 
north. They were unable to cope with 
the staggering tasks of rebuilding. The 
population of Hollywood fell from 
18,000 to 2,500. Central beach lots, 
which once sold at prices ranging from 
$3,000.00 to $10,000.00, then fetched 
between $10.00 and $300.00 each. The 
split of Hallandale and Dania from the 
Hollywood corporation, sparked by 
voters unwilling to pay municipal 
taxes to a bankrupt Hollywood, further 
dramatized the agony.269 

Even though housing construction 
came to a virtual standstill and the job 
picture grew bleak, Young still cham
pioned Port Everglades. Scheduled for 
Washington's Birthday in 1928, the 
ceremony marking the creation of Port 
Everglades attracted 20,000 spectators. 
Photographers represented Pathe, Fox, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, and Hearst 
Newsreels and considerable attention 
was paid around the nation.27° For 
many, the high point was when Presi
dent Calvin Coolidge would press a 
golden telegraph key on his desk in the 
White House which, in turn, would det
onate a double blast of dynamite and 
remove the last bit of sand separating 
the Atlantic Ocean from Lake Mabel, 
thereby creating the deep water sea
port. Ironically, the explosives failed to 
detonate but the port was opened sym
bolically anyway.271 

But, that was not the only snafu con-

summer/fall1987 -13 



Samuel Horvitz, founder of Holly
wood, Inc. 

nected with the port's opening. Bra
ward pioneer Myrtle Anderson Gray, 
then head bookkeeper with Young's 
Tropical Dredging and Construction 
Company and the only woman 
among 500 men employed at the port, 
recalled that the night before the cere
mony a storm washed away the barrier 
separating the Atlantic Ocean and 
Lake Mabel. "There wasn 't any land 
left to blow up." 272 To salvage the cere
mony, dredges piled back the sand "so 
there would be something to detonate 
and something to see."2n 

With the hope that the projected port 
facilities would spearhead business 
and industrial development, Young 
acted to prevent further sales' defaults 
in Hollywood by writing to Sheriff Paul 
Bryan and Judge Fred B. Shippey: 
"Since the official opening of Lake 
Mabel Harbor, located between Holly
wood and Fort Lauderdale, to world 
shipping, Hollywood had passed into a 
new era of prosperity; and, therefore, 
lot owners would be entitled to substan
tial discounts on their contracts."m 

With fee schedules set and plans 
finalized for the canals, turning basins, 
jetties, piers, and sea walls within the 
port district, Young also helped launch 
the movement, "Believers In Holly
wood, Inc." to lure back financial inves
tors. 275 Initial officers of the organiza
tion were Philip Adler, president; John 
Matson, vice president; and Charles 
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Drake, secretary. In response to an 
invitation to join the group, legislator 
Herbert Drane commented, "I consider 
it a great honor to be thought of in con
nection with Hollywood because in my 
opinion it is destined to be a very great 
port. It is built upon a firm foundation 
with a magnificent harbor in front and 
some of the richest agricultural lands 
in the world immediately back of it. I 
visited Hollywood nearly two years ago 
when the idea of a harbor was merely a 
harbor of dreams, but I believed in it 
and I am glad to know that this is one of 
the times when dreams come true."276 
John Martin , Governor of the State of 
Florida from 1925 to 1929, and T. V. 
O'Connor, Chairman of the United 
States Shipping Board, also endorsed 
the Hollywood movement. The latter 
noted that, upon completion , " the har
bor would be easy of access , safe, and 
commodious."~77 

Despite last ditch efforts to promote 
the port, Young saw his Hollywood pro
ject turned into a vast boondoggle. Ex
pansion into the Hollywood Hills Sec
tion was apparently his ultimate un
doing. Young invested millions of dol
lars into his "dream city" in the belief 
that it would prosper. Following the 
1926 hurricane, his empire collapsed. 

Young, who had paid only $203,000.00 
of the $266,000.00 owed to the Highway 
Construction Company of Ohio, had 
ordered the firm to stop work in the 
Hollywood Hills Section on February 2, 
1927."'' The following August, with the 
Highway Construction Company of 
Ohio's founder Samuel Horvitz claim
ing Young was indebted to him for 
$63,000.00 as well as for profits he 
would have acquired had paving work 
continued, Young signed a revised con
tract promising escalating payments 
beginning at $100,000.00 a month. 27" 

Unable to reactivate his selling and 
development operations, Young found 
himself heavily in debt. Consequently, 
he sent his attorneys to Cleveland to 
prevent Horvitz from collecting on the 
contract; but after a Cuyahoga County 
judge ruled in favor of Horvitz, award
ing him two million dollars, and 
Young's attorneys were subsequently 
unsuccessful in their mission to over
turn the Ohio judgment through litiga
tion in the Florida Supreme Court, in 
settlement of the debt, Young on Sep
tember 1, 1930,lost control of his vast 
Hollywood holdings on the steps of the 
Fort Lauderdale courthouse at sheriffs 
auction. The year of 1930 inaugurated 
an agreement between Young's two 
major creditors, the Highway Construc
tion Company of Ohio and the Mercan
tile Investment and Holding Company 
of New York, and the formation of three 
new corporations, Hollywood, Inc., Hoi-

lywood Land Company, Inc., and the 
Mercantile Certificate Corporation, to 
consolidate and eventually liquidate 
all of the tax liens, mortgages, and 
foreclosed properties including thous
ands oflots in the Hollywood Hills area 
and North Central Beach, formerly 
owned by Young. 280 

Despite the crash, Young managed to 
retain his Hollywood Boulevard home; 
and he continued working with his 
proposal for a summer resort in the 
Adirondack Mountains near Old Forge, 
New York, subsequently called Holly
wood-In-The-Hills, which would even
tually complement -the Florida devel
opment at Hollywood. 281 Young even 
purchased acreage near Vineland, New 
Jersey, where he hoped to plat another 
subdivision .182 However, in December 
1933, while in New York, he was 
stricken with a form of influenza.28

" 

Confident that the Florida sun would 
rid him of the infection, he returned to 
Hollywood to restore his hea lth.2

" On 
April 28, 1934, while conferring with 
Joe Kelly , chief of the firm 's public rela
tions department, about Hollywood-In
The-Hills in his study at his Hollywood 
Boulevard home, Young without warn
ing slumped forward in his chair.28r' 
Death reportedly was instantaneous 
from heart failure. 286 Hollywood's foun
der Joseph Wesley Young was dead at 
the age of fifty-one. 287 Young's estate 
listed total Broward County property 
holdings of $3,500.00. This included 
$1,000.00 in real estate and $2,500.00 in 
personal property. ~88 

As conditions steadily deteriorated 
in Hollywood in the wake of the mons
ter September 1926 hurricane, sales 
ebbed and business enterprises of every 
kind shutdown. Land values collapsed. 
Scores of homeowners lost their prop
erty because they could not meet mort
gage payments. Tax bills remained un
paid. 

Florence Lubinski Gassier, who ac
cepted every available nursing position 
in order to pay her grocery bills, recal
led: "Most of my cases were confined to 
the Hollywood Beach Hotel because 
guests there were the only ones with 
money. If you worked for local resi
dents you usually didn't get paid. Back 
then, nurses earned six dollars for an 
eight hour shift; seven dollars for a 
twelve hour shift; and eight dollars for 
a twenty hour shift. "2~~· 

In July 1932, the Hollywood city com
mission met in an emergency session 
to resolve the city's most pressing prob
lem, a shortage of money. The fiscal 
crunch resulted in an autumn ordinance 
which authorized the issuance of scrip, 
in lieu of cash, to pay municipal em
ployees their salaries.290 Hollywood was 
in such a slump that municipal em-
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ployees could not quit because they 
were unable to secure jobs elsewhere. 
Thus, for nearly two years, they strug
gled along with letters of credit in lieu 
of hard currency. Times were so diffi
cult that the city rmsed revenue for its 
bankrupt treasury by collecting a share 
of the profits from local gambling 
casinos.291 

· However, there were some signs of 
progress. In 1930, work started on the 
construction of route U.S. 1 from south 
Dania, along the former East Dixie 
Highway or Eighteenth Avenue, to the 
Dade-Broward line. The Hollywood 
Hills Inn, on the third circle on western 
Hollywood Boulevard, had been desig
nated as the focal point for the Holly
wood Hills Section. In 1932, however, it 
was transformed into the Riverside 
Military Academy.292 That year, the 
American Society of Civil Engineers, 
Florida Medical Association, and the 
Florida Congress of Parent Teachers 
Association held conventions at the 
Hollywood Beach HoteJ.293 In 1934, the 
Orange Brook Golf and Country Club 
and Dowdy Field, a ballpark on Dixie 
Highway between Johnson and Hayes 
Streets, were opened. In 1935, the city 
commission secured a loan for the con
struction of a water softener system at 
the municipal water plant located at 
Hollywood Boulevard and 35th Ave
nue. In addition, Fiesta Tropicale, an 
annual festival with a Latin-American 
theme, was inaugurated.294 

In 1937, Samuel Horvitz purchased 
the interests of his partners in Holly
wood, Inc. and affiliated companies, 
opened a real estate office in Miami, 
and launched a selling program aimed 
at the eastern section of Hollywood. 295 

Meanwhile, upon learning that Young 
allegedly had appropriated funds paid 
by a number of investors on their par
cels to finance projects sponsored by the 
Hollywood Land and Water Company 
instead of paying off their mortgages 
as promised, Horvitz ensured that all of 

Servicemen parading down Hollywood Boulevard promote the Third War 
Loan drive, September 12, 1943. 

the tampered deeds were awarded to 
each of the affected investors free and 
clear.295 Tax and title specialist L. B. 
"Slats" Slater worked for Hollywood, 
Inc. from 1937 to 1946. Said Slater: "Mr. 
Horvitz was quite a wonderful guy. He 
respected a contract and lived up to it. 
During the Depression, Mr. Horvitz 
was Hollywood's largest taxpayer. He 
paid property taxes to the city when 
almost nobody else did. He was a very 
good planner and organizer and as 
soon as he got into town things started 
popping. "297 

To promote Hollywood as a vacation 
center, the Hollywood Beach Hotel stay
ed open year round in 1939. That year, 
general manager Oscar Johnson an
nounced 42,000 booklets had been print
ed and $8,000.00 had been spent on 
advertising the famed hostelry. 298 
Touted as the ideal resort for those 
seeking comfort, the Hollywood Beach 

Hotel boasted such amenities as the 
world's largest hotel solarium and a pri
vately leased wire connecting the facil
ity with the New York Stock Ex
change. 299 When the Young empire 
crumpled subsequent to the September 
1926 hurricane, the Hollywood Beach 
Hotel was acquired by Albert Rosen· 
thai, Edwin Rosenthal, and E. I. Kauf
man.300 Pioneer civic leader Robert An
derson recalled that in the ensuing 
Depression the Hollywood Beach Hotel 
was Hollywood's biggest employer.301 

Hollywood's population rose from 
2,689 in 1930 to 4,500 in 1935 to 6,239 in 
1940.3020n July 21, 1940, Hollywood's 
Great Southern Hotel on 19th Avenue 
and Hollywood Boulevard 
erupted in flames.303 Aroused by cries of 
fire, the hotel's thirty-seven guests 
grabbed whatever they could find and 
fled. Shortly after the Hollywood fire 
department arrived at the scene and 
laid lines to battle the blaze, supple
mentary fire units were summoned 
from Dania, Fort Lauderdale, and 
Miami. 304 The embers were doused 
within two and one-half hours, but, not 
before Gilbert J . Higgens, the first 
fireman in Hollywood's history to be 
killed while fighting a fire, was electro
cuted when a high tension wire broke 
and fell on his back.305 During the 1926 
hurricane, this boom time structure had 
served as a makeshift hospital for more 
than 1,000 persons; and, in the 1930s, 
when gambling was a major Holly
wood industry, the hotel had boasted a 
gaming room.306 

Riverside Military Academy, c. 1967. By this time the old Hollywood Hills Inn 
in the center of the circle had been replaced by a new barracks building. 

With the advent of World War II, Hol
lywood experienced one of its periodic 
booms. The Riverside Military Academy 
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.. was transformed into a United States 
Naval Air Gunners' School; the Holly
wood Beach Hotel became a United 
StatesN a val Indoctrination and Train
ing School; and, the Hollywood Golf 
and Country Club was converted into 
an entertainment center for service
men by the Chamber of Commerce.307 

Robert Anderson, who handled all 
Hollywood draft deferments, recalled 
that army pilots sprayed insect repel
lants over the community to eliminate 
pesky biters so that G .I.s could train on 
Hollywood's beaches and that German 
submarines attacked the Merchant 
Marine within sight of the Hollywood 
shoreline.308 It was a time of tension 
and turmoil. Beaches were covered with 
debris from wartorn vessels; explosives 
floated ashore. 

As fighting escalated, Hollywood mobil
ized for the wartime effort.309 Scores 
joined the Civilian Defense Corps and 
volunteered for war work with the Red 
Cross. Blackouts were enforced. Few 
drove the ocean route after sunset. And, 
the evening social life along the water
front evaporated. 

In 1943, Hollywood residents turned 
out at the polls to pass a referendum 
calling for the establishment of a post
war improvement fund for the creation 
of a sewer disposal plant and sanitary 
sewer system.310 After the war, soldiers 
with "sand in their shoes" returned to 
Hollywood as year round residents and 
a nationally known real estate inves
tor, Ben Tobin, acquired the Hollywood 
Beach Hotel from the Navy.31 1 As the 

Navy took its departure, workmen and 
members of the hotel staff readied the 
facility for tourist occupancy.312 The 
hotel opened on December 20, 1945.313 
Projects postponed because of building 
restrictions, scarcity of materials, and 
a manpower shortage during the war 
years were undertaken.314 The facility 
was repainted and refurbished; addi
tions were made; and a building permit 
was secured in 1948 for what officials 
termed the largest swimming pool and 
cabana colony in America.315 

Hollywood's population surged from 
7,500 in 1945 to 14,351 by 1950.316 Even 
two hurricanes in the fall of 194 7, which 
triggered flooding and damaged the 
Broadwalk, uprooted trees and leveled 
buildings, did not hinder Hollywood's 
growth. Throughout the late 1940s, 
lots sold in the beach district were built 
up with numerous small apartments 
and scattered parcels in the area be
tween the Florida East Coast Railway 
tracks and the City Hall and in the sou
theastern portion of Hollywood were 
developed for single family housing.317 

The year of1950 brought the opening 
of the Bank of Hollywood, later called 
the Hollywood Bank and Trust Com
pany and now known as the Barnett 
Bank of Hollywood, with $320,000.00 in 
assets. 3 '

8 A personable Robert Ander
son helped establish the Bank of Hol
lywood and was named bank president 
in 1955. In 1955, Anderson also entered 
the political arena and was named to 
the Miramar city council. In September 
1966, he was appointed to the Holly-

Joseph Watson, retired army general and longtime Hollywood city manager. 

wood city commission to replace B. L. 
David who resigned to become judge of 
the court of record. Anderson was 
elected to the post for the full four-year 
term in 1967 and was named Holly
wood's vice mayor.319 When Anderson 
once was asked how he could find time 
for politics in his hectic schedule he 
told the press that "a busy man can 
always find time for something impor
tant and helping to govern Hollywood 
is of the utmost importance"320 
If some civic leaders flushed crimson 

in February 1951, it was understanda
ble. That was the year when the one 
million dollar bond issue referendum, 
providing for the establishment of Hol
lywood's Memorial Hospital, did not 
pass at the polls because too few free
holders turned out to make the election 
valid.321 The setback was serious enough 
to prompt a score of civic leaders in
cluding S. S. Holland, Nelson Elsasser 
and Henry D. Perry, to launch an ex
tensive campaign in support ofthe pro
ject and to secure as co-sponsors offi
cials at Fort Lauderdale's Broward 
General Hospital.322 On March 31, 1951, 
the referendum passed with a vote of 
4,342 for and 158 against. Consequent
ly, on February 16, 1953, the first ten 
patients were admitted to the medical 
facility situated at 35th Avenue and 
Johnson Street.323 At the time, it con
tained one hundred beds. 

One Sunday morning near sunrise in 
1953, a Navy plane bound from Jack
sonville to Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, 
dropped a 1,300 pound torpedo in a 
palmetto patch near the densely popu
lated southwest section ofHollywood.324 
The torpedo was shaken loose when the 
plane, then on a practice anti subma
rine flight, hit rough weather at ap
proximately 8,000 feet.325 A bomb dis
posal squad was rushed by helicopter 
to Hollywood from Opa Locka to dis
mantle the torpedo. Although there 
was no explosion, Hollywood city man
ager Joseph Watson pressed hard for a 
moratorium on military training flights 
over the city during subsequent talks 
with the armed forces. 326 

Watson had been named to the post 
of Hollywood city manager on June 6, 
1952. Following his appointment, he 
brought stability to a municipality 
which had emQlo:xed twenty-one city 
managers in a twenty-five year per
iod.327 Affectionately known as the 
dean of Broward County city manag
ers, Watson survived a number of muni
cipal upheavals "by having the good 
sense to steer clear of politics."328 When 
asked the secret to eternal tenure in a 
city hall job in which some city manag
ers had a tough time lasting even a 
couple of weeks, Watson tactfully rep
lied, "I just do my job. I've been lucky to 
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have had excellent city commissioners 
to work with."329 A top notch adminis
trator who learned that missing a gar
bage collection would get the public 
angry quicker than anything else, Wat
son admitted that he would rather be a 
leader than a boss. Widely admired for 
his efficiency and acumen in making 
tough, bold decisions, Watson main
tained that the most difficult part of his 
job was putting together a sound bud
get.~:m 

A one-time president of the Florida 
City Managers Association and Bro
ward County League of Municipalities, 
Watson became the first city manager 
in the nation to receive an award from 
theN a tiona! Recreation and Parks As
sociation after he converted a six acre 
abandoned rock pit on Hollywood Boul
evard into David Park.331 Watson died 
at the age of 72. City Hall Circle, his 
home during his eighteen year tenure 
as Hollywood's city manager, has been 
renamed Watson Circle in his mem
ory. 

In 1954, the year following the arri
val of William D. Horvitz, the youngest 
son of Samuel Horvitz, in Hollywood to 
join his father's organization, Holly
wood, Inc. proceeded with its first plan
ned housing development.~32 After the 
area was filled, street improvements 
were put development. After the area 
was filled, street improvements 
were put in, and a thirty acre tract was 
set aside for a future shopping center 
subsequently called the Hollywood 
Mall. Lots in the Central Golf Section 
running from the Orange Brook Golf 
Course to Arthur Street and bounded 
by Park Road on the west and by the 
Seaboard Air Line Railway tracts on 
the east were offered to individuals and 
builders. 33'1 Following the death of 
Samuel Horvitz in 1956, William D. 
Horvitz became Hollywood, Inc.'s new 
president. :m 

The year of 1958 brought the launch
ing by Hollywood, Inc. of the Holly
wood Hills Section, a subdivision con
taining fully developed building sites 
already provided with alleys, paved 
streets, sidewalks, and utilities;335 the 
inauguration of a planning and zoning 
department; and the opening of the 
Diplomat Hotel and Country Club. In 
the ensuing years, this tourist and con
vention magnet built by Samuel Fried
land has attracted top name entertain
ers and such dignitaries as Presidents 
Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter to Hol
lywood.336 

By the late 1950s, Hollywood con
sisted of two independent units, name
ly, Old Hollywood, which followed 
along lines established by Joseph Wes
ley Young, with the central business 
district as its core area, and West Hoi-
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lywood, an unincorporated section 
with its focal point at U.S. 441 and Hol
lywood Boulevard _:m West Hollywood 
was dubbed a "bedroom community." 
These two entities were separated by a 
two mile corridor of undeveloped acre
age which was transformed into Hill
crest, a development platted by Ben 
Tobin,'1'18 and the 860 acre subdivision 
called Emerald Hills just north of Hol
lywood Hills Stage Seven which was 
opened by Hollywood, Inc. in early 
1969.3

'
19 

By 1960, Hollywood had 229 miles of 
streets, 194 miles of water mains and 
13,019 meters; and 6,707 apartment 
and motel units, 2,422 hotel rooms, and 
12,171 single-family homes within its 
city limits.340 The first full line depart
ment store in Hollywood, Sears-Roe
buck and Company, opened its doors in 
1964 in the 325,000 square foot air
conditioned Hollywood Mall.341 That 
year, the new eighteen story Home 
Federal Tower also opened. It became 
the county's tallest cooperative office
apartment building.342 In 1966, Holly
wood, Inc. and Enterprise Developers 
of Fort Lauderdale began the develop
ment of the South Florida Industrial 
Park. Designed to bring "light indus
try" to Hollywood, the South Florida 
Industrial Park was comprised of 150 
acres at the intersection oflnterstate 95 
and Sheridan Street, bounded by Sti
rling Road on the north and the Sea
board Air Line Railway tracks on the 
west.3<3 

The year of 1967 saw Hollywood with 
35,045 single-family residences, 1,985 
duplexes, 753 apartment buildings, 595 
hotels and motels, 61 condominiums, 
and 17 trailer parks.'14 ' That year, the 
City of Hollywood razed Hollywood's 
Florida East Coast Railway passenger 
depot at 420 North Twenty-First Ave
nue to straighten North Twenty-First 
Avenue and provide for additional 
parking spaces.3"' 

Another historic site, Hollywood 
Hills Elementary School, fell by the 
wayside over the Christmas holidays 
in 1974 as demolition crews, armed 
with bulldozers and wrecking balls, 
turned the doomed landmark to rubble. 
This forty-eight year old building at 
Taft Street and Thirty-Fifth Avenue 
sported peeling paint, shuttered win
dows, and boarded doors . Found to be 
structurally unsound, it came tumbling 
down to make way for additional park
ing spaces for the new school which 
had been built on the same campus.346 

Constructed when the land boom 
was reaching its frenzied peak, Holly
wood Hills Elementary School, the 
city's second educational facility, was 
designed to ease overcrowding at Hol
lywood Central. When the first session 

for elementary grades one through six 
originally began in the new Spanish
mission style building on October 4, 
1926, veteran educator Marguerite 
Hatchett recalled, "It was just havoc. 
There were hardly any windows in 
place. Desks had not been fastened 
down and just one set of books was 
available for two hundred youngsters. 
In the absence of principal Ethel Yates, 
who was unable to reach Hollywood 
due to the enforcement of martial law 
following the killer hurricane, I had to 
take the post of acting principal and 
open the school myself."347 

In the ensuing economic slump, 
scores of Hollywood residents depart
ed. Consequently, enrollment at Hol
lywood Hills Elementary School de
clined. Finally, in May 1928, the fa
cility was closed. The school later was 
operated by Riverside Military Acade
my and then used for public elemen
tary classes before it was razed.348 

Within the corporate boundaries, struc
tures symbolic of Hollywood's past 
include the Joseph Wesley Young home 
at 1055 Hollywood Boulevard, the Hol
lywood Woman's Club at 501 North 
14th Avenue, the Great Southern Hotel 
on 19th Avenue and Hollywood Boule
vard and the Hollywood Beach Hotel 
which lies at the foot of Hollywood 
Boulevard on the beachfront. In 1970, 
Ben Tobin sold the Hollvwood Beach 
Hotel to the Florida Bible College.349 
President and founder of the then mne 
year old non-denominational school, 
Dr. A. Ray Stanford said that the 834 
room hotel would house almost 600 
Bible College students; and the public 
rooms on the lower floors would be 
turned into classrooms.350 When the 
Hollywood Beach Hotel closed in 1970, 
rates were sixty dollars a day for the 
full American plan which included free 
golf.351 Patrons within the past decade 
included Vice President Spiro Agnew, 
George Jesse!, Roberta Peters, Sophie 
Tucker, Dick Shaun, and Emmett Kel
ly, Sr.352 The Florida Bible College com
plex was subsequently sold in 1980. 
New owner Isaac Gamel, who contract
ed to buy the college complex for six
teen million dollars plans "to turn it 
into a showcase hotel unmatched in 
South Florida."353 Said Gamel: "We'd 
like to restore it the way it was origi
nally built. We'd like to give it a Euro
pean-type motif. We plan to make it a 
five-star hotel."354 

According to the Hollywood Growth 
Management Department, almost a 
third of Hollywood's area was acquired 
through eight annexations between 
1953 and 1969.355 The 1954 opening of 
State Road 820, the westward exten
sion of Hollywood Boulevard which 
connects State Road 7 with U.S. 27, 



triggered the city's expansion to the 
west. The Hollywood Growth Manage
ment Department relates that Holly
wood's facilities had reached U.S. 441 
by the year 1962.356 According to a 1963 
report from the Hollywood Growth 
Management Department, the city's 
boundary again moved farther west to 
Florida's Turnpike from southern Pem
broke Road to the Seminole Indian 
Reservation in the north.357 In 1964 and 
1965, Hollywood acquired territory east 
ofthe Turnpike extending as far south 
as University Drive.358 In 1969 the 
city's northern boundary between the 
Seminole Indian H.eservation and Inter
state 95 was extended from Sheridan 
Street to Stirling Road.359 

With growth both upward and out
ward, Hollywood experienced its major 
population increase between 1960 and 
1970, according to the Hollywood 
Growth Management Department.360 
Earlier, Hollywood's population spiral
ed from 22,978 in 1955 to 35,237 in 1960 
to 67,500 in 1965 and from 106,873 in 
1970 to 121,400 in 1975.361 

With the influx of new residents dur
ing the 1960s, Hollywood's facilities 
became overburdened .362 At this time, 
Hollywood's growth was "uncontroll
ed" as a result of incompatible land 
uses; the allowance of excessive hous
ing densities; and the lack of coordina
tion between public services and new 
development.363 To guide future growth, 
the city established a growth manage
ment program in which land use con
trols were revised to improve the quan
tity and quality of development and 
public improvements were scheduled 
so that growth could coincide with pub
lic services.364 March 1972 saw the Hol
lywood city commission place "an inte
rim 25-unit-an-acre density cap on new 
construction" in order to curtail high
rise development, the chief manifesta
tion of unmanaged growth.365 In 1973, 
the Hollywood city commission estab
lished building moratoriums, which 
temporarily halted major construction 
and provided the city with time in 
which to conduct land use studies, for 
areas with significant problems.366 That 
year inaugurated Hollywood's adoption 
of new subdivision regulations which 
prescribed criteria for lot layouts and 
street improvements.367 Subsequently, 
each new subdivision was required by 
the city to have land allocated "for pub
lic parks in amounts related to the pro
jected population of the develop-

t " 368 men. 
The year of 1974 saw Broward Coun

ty citizenry approve a home rule char
ter that called for comprehensive land 
use planning by the county. In 1975, 
support for growth management be
came statewide.369 That was when the 

Florida Legislature passed the Local 
Government Comprehensive Planning 
Act directing all local governments to 
establish an "economically feasible" 
comprehensive plan to address land 
use, utilities, traffic circulation, recrea
tion and open space, natural resources. 
coastal zone management, housing 
port facilities, and mass transit.37° For 
Hollywood's comprehensive land use 
plan, the city has been examined inten
sively by the Growth Management 
Department.371 To facilitate this in
depth analysis and encourage public 
participation, Hollywood was separ
ated into twenty-one neighborhoods 
which later were consolidated into 
eight planning districts.372 

The Hollywood land use plan calls 
for Hollywood to remain primarily a 
residential community.373 Almost half 
of the city will be residential if it is fully 
developed in accordance with the 
planY• Hollywood's original develop
ment was dominated by single-family 
residences.375 Single-family residences 
will continue to occupy a majority of 
residential acreage in Hollywood even 
though multi-family acreage will tri
ple.376 The second largest land use cate
gory in the city is public rights-of
way.377 In 1976, public rights-of-way 
occupied approximately twenty per
cent of the city's land area.378 This pro
portion is expected to remain the same 
under the plan.379 The Hollywood land 
use plan, however, provides for expand
ed commercial and industrial develop
ment.380 Industrial land is expanded to 
two and one-halftimes its present area; 
commercial land increases about fifty 
percent. The year of 1976 saw one fifth 
of the city undeveloped.381 

Hollywood's economic base is primar
ily support services for its commuting 
workers, retirees, and tourists.382 While 
construction constituted a major seg
ment of the city's economic base in the 
past, as Hollywood becomes more fully 
developed, construction will become 
less important.383 To counteract this 
change and achieve economic stability, 
Hollywood will have to broaden its 
light industry and commercial activity, 
according to the Growth Management 
Department.384 This expansion will 
result in more local jobs and should 
reduce, therefore, Hollywood's impact 
on regional commuting routes. 385 

Hollywood's basic transportation net
work is firmly established.:ll\6 The city is 
crossed from north to south by regional 
transportation routes. 387 The busiest 
road through Hollywood is Interstate 
95; the second busiest road is U.S. 441, 
locally known as Route 7.388 Florida's 
Turnpike, a toll thoroughfare with one 
interchange in the city, is the third bus
iest artery.389 Local trafficways are di-

rected east to west. 390 The primary traf
ficways, which bring people from west
ern areas to city facilities, particularly 
the beach, and to the major north-south 
routes, are Stirling Road, Sheridan 
Street, Hollywood Boulevard, and Pem
broke Road.391 A participant in the 
Broward Area Transportation Study 
(BATS), which maps out transporta
tion improvements for all of Broward 
County, Hollywood depends upon 
Broward County for its mass tran
sit.a92 

Hollywood has a city commission
city manager form of government. Its 
elected officials include a mayor and 
four commissioners. The mayor is elect
ed for a two year term; the commission
ers are elected for four year terms.393 
The commissioners' terms are stagger
ed with commission elections held 
every two years.394 

The year of 1971 saw Cherokee, 
Sioux, Creek, Arapaho, Cheyenne, and 
Navajo tribesmen come to the Semi
nole Indian Reservation to celebrate 
the "Pageant Of The Unconquered 
Seminoles."395 Situated along Stirling 
Road at U.S. 441 since 1924, the 481 
acre Seminole Indian Reservation is a 
politically independent entity within 
the City of Hollywood.396 

The 1970s recorded other accomp
lishments and events. Civic projects in 
Hollywood during this decade included 
the establishment of downtown mini
parks, a nine-hole golf course, and an 
art and culture center, as well as the 
completion of ten miles of sidewalk in a 
27-mile sidewalk expansion program 
and the installation of 7.5 miles of a 
36-mile bikeway system.397 Designed to 
interconnect major recreation areas 
and link the western sections with the 
beach, the bikeway system is planned 
to provide residents with an alternate 
mode of land transportation.398 

On June 12, 1975, Cathleen Ander
son was the first woman appointed to 
the Hollywood city commission; she 
fulfilled the unexpired term of Thomas 
Wohl who resigned from office. Follow
ing her election to the Hollywood city 
commission on March 9, 1976, Mrs. 
Anderson was the first woman named 
to the post of Vice Mayor of Hollywood. 

Nicknamed "the Diamond of the 
Gold Coast,"399 Hollywood celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary in conjunction 
with the celebration of the American 
Revolution Bicentennial.'00 To mark 
this dual observance, Hollywood be
came one of the first municipalities in 
South Florida to be designated a "bi
centennial community."401 

Although two hurricanes nearly hit 
Hollywood in the 1970s, the major 
weather occurrence of the decade was 
the snowfall of January 19, 1977. As of 
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1977, Hollywood had within its juris
diction, 17,229 acres equivalent to 26.9 
square miles.'02 Its tourist business was 
situated along U.S. 1 and on the beach. 

Hollywood sports a variety of parks 
which are regional, community, and 
local in scope. Proposals by the Holly
wood Growth Management Department 
for Hollywood's future include opposi
tion to a proposed new turning basin at 
Port Everglades on the basis that this 
basin would harm the endangered mana
tees and mangroves; increased devel
opment restraints for the environmen
tally sensitive North Beach Section 
where no development would be per
mitted east of Hollywood's dune pres
ervation line; and designation of the 
wetlands within the West Lake tract for 
complete preservation. 404 Bordered by 
the Intracoastal Waterway on the east; 
by Johnson Street on the south; by the 
City of Dania on the west; and by the 
Dania Cut-Off Canal on the north, Hol
lywood's West Lake tract is an impor
tant bird rookery and sanctuary and 
fish nursery grounds. The West Lake 
tract encompasses 1,500 acres; it is the 
only substantial mangrove estuarine 
community which remains in Broward.404 

Hollywood's major retail centers in
clude the Hollywood Fashion Center, 
located at the intersection of Holly
wood Boulevard and U.S. 441, the Hol
lywood Mall at Hollywood Boulevard 
and Park Road, and the Taft Street 
Shopping Center, west of Florida's 
Turnpike. 405 

The Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood In
ternational Airport extends from Hol
lywood to Fort Lauderdale between 
U.S. 1 and Interstate 95. Moreover, 
ninety percent of Port Everglades, 
which covers 1,334 acres, is within 
Hollywood. 406 

A "dream city" conceived at the 
dawn of the 1920s, Hollywood was 
designed by Joseph Wesley Young. A 
visionary urban developer, Young 
sought to protect environmental qual
ity, prevent misuse of land, and en
hance property values by guiding Hol
lywood's physical growth and develop
ment. To assure a desirable, pleasing, 
and attractive city in which to live, 
work, and to play, Young provided for 
the rational use of land for immediate 
requirements and established a pattern 
to guide future growth. Through the 
application of growth management 
tools, including zoning and land de
velopment regulations, Young stimulat
ed the establishment of a basic trans
portation network, set aside a variety 
of recreational and open space areas to 
meet existing and future needs, en
couraged the creation of residential 
neighborhoods protected from encroach
ments, and provided clean and attrac-
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tive surroundings for commerce and 
industry. In the process of developing 
Hollywood, Young revolutionized real 
estate selling methods and triggered 
the provision of many community ser
vices including police and fire protec
tion, a potable water supply, schools, 
and utilities. Under his guidance, Port 
Everglades, Florida's deep
est harbor and the largest seaport on 
the lower east coast, evolved from the 
dredging of Lake Mabel. The style for 
Young's ready-made city adjacent to 
the Atlantic Ocean in the center of the 
Gold Coast region of southeast Florida 
primarily was a blend of Spanish and 
Moorish architecture commonly refer
red to as the Spanish Colonial Revival 
style. Carved out of cropland, pine 
forests, palmetto, scrub and other 
tangled undergrowth, Hollywood bur
geoned into a thriving cosmopolitan 
community and popular tourist resort; 
the city was incorporated in November 
1925 with Young as its first mayor. The 
monster hurricane of September 18, 
1926 turned Young's "dream city" to 
shambles. Although Young attempted 
to reinstate selling and development 
operations, he could not fulfill contrac
tual obligations for the building of 
streets and sidewalks through a large 
section of the newly emergent Holly
wood owed to the Construction Com
pany of Ohio directed by Samuel Hor
vitz; and ultimately the unpaid accounts 
payable by Young to this firm were 
reduced to judgment. In 1930, three new 
corporations, Hollywood, Inc., Holly
wood Land Company, Inc., and the 
Mercanti le Certificate Corporation, 
were formed by Young's two big credi
tors, the Construction Company of 
Ohio and the Mercantile Investment 
and Holding Company of New York, to 
consolidate and eventually liquidate 
all of the tax liens, mortgages, and 
foreclosed properties previously owned 
by Young. Young, who had poured mil
lions of dollars into his Hollywood em
pire, ultimately lost control of most of 
his assets; he was practically insolvent 
when he died at the age of fifty-one on 
April 28, 1934 in his Hollywood Boule
vard home. 

In 1937, Samuel Horvitz acquired the 
interests of his partners in Hollywood, 
Inc. and affiliated companies, estab
lished a real estate office in Miami, and 
inaugurated a sales program in the 
eastern area of Hollywood. Hollywood, 
Inc. with Samuel Horvitz at its helm 
controlled 25,000 lots situationed in the 
following locales: the Hollywoood 
Central Beach Section, the Central 
Beach Busin ess Section, the Holly
wood Hills Section, the Lake Mabel 
Section, Hollywood Lakes Section, and 
the Central Golf Section . The year of 

1953 saw Samuel Horvitz's son William 
D. Horvitz join his father's organiza
tion; the following year Hollywood, 
Inc. launched its first planned housing 
subdivision subsequently called Or
ange Brook Golf Estates. On February 
15, 1962, William Horvitz became Holly
wood Inc.'s president, a post he still 
holds. Even though much of the land 
originally acquired by Hollywood, Inc. 
has been sold, Hollywood, Inc., with 
the exception of the telephone and 
electric utilities, is still Hollywood's 
largest taxpayer. 407 Over the years, 
Hollywood, Inc. has added thousands 
of homes to Hollywood and promoted 
the development of commercial and 
industrial properties including the Holly
wood Mall, the Post Haste Shopping 
Center, and the South Florida Industri
al Park, a complex with sixty corporate 
facilities which provide 2,000 jobs.408 

Times were bad in Hollywood follow
ing the September 18, 1926, hurricane. 
With Hollywood washed out by the 
monster storm, Hallandale and Dania 
residents withdrew their communities 
from the Hollywood corporation; the 
auto tourist trade slumped; housing 
construction stood dormant; the job 
picture grew bleak; and the watchword 
became austerity. 

World War II spearheaded the re
juvenation of the Hollywood economy; 
since then construction has increased 
and the population has soared. For the 
year of 1975, Hollywood, a flourishing 
city committed to the tourist, the sea
sonal resident, and the retiree, contain
ed fifty-nine churches and six syna
gogues; 10 banks with total deposits of 
$381,662,262.00 and two local federal 
savings and loan associations with 
total assets of $969,54 7 ,486.00; five golf 
courses; seven miles of continuous 
public beach; 27,500 homes; and 34,581 
apartments, condominium apart
ments, and duplexes. A metropolis that 
has grown outward and upward, Holly
wood, with a population of 125,400 and 
real estate and personal property valua
tions of $1,068,095,076.00, was class
ified that year as Florida's seventh 
largest city. 

Among the fastest growing cities in 
the nation, Hollywood continues to en
large and to change. Reasonable and 
resolute land use planning to enhance 
the quality of life enjoyed by city resi
dents and to improve the quantity of 
new development and public services 
based on such techniques as subdivi
sion regulations, zoning, design qual
ity and planned unit development ordi
nances, moratoriums, and capital bud
geting for capital improvements will 
ensure that Hollywood's progress and 
future growth will be harmonious with 
the policy objectives of its citizenry. 



Hollywood Boulevard, looking east from the F.E.C. Railway tracks toward 
Young Circle and the Hollywood Hotel , 1925. 
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The Early Years of 

THE EAST COAST CANAL 
Originally printed as 

"East Coast Canal To Be Bought by 
Government For Much Less Than It 

Has Cost to Build," 

tn The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Fnday, November 27, 1914, p.S 

STUART, Fla., Nov. 24-That the 
government could acquire the longest 
inland waterway in the world for 
$2,000,000 which cost its present owner 
$3,541,216 to construct was the declara
tion of C. C. Chillingsworth after a 
review of the history of the East Coast 
canal at a convention of the East Coast 
Canal association assembled here. He 
made this statement after conversing 
with many members of the Florida 
Coast Line Canal and Transportation 
Company which built and now owns 
the canal. 

The use of the canal not only for 
commercial purposes but also for pur
poses of national defence [sic.] in time 
of war was urged by Mr. Chillings-

worth as reasons for the taking over of 
the canal by the government. The histo
ry of the canal was related by him as 
follows: 

"During its career of thirty-three 
years - the average generation of 
mankind - the Florida Coast Line 
Canal and Transportation company 
has certainly experienced as many 
vicissitudes as the average man, but it 
has finally lived to see its plan of 
constructing an inland waterway 
along the east coast of Florida carried 
to a successful completion. 

The struggles, the hardships, the 
heartbreaks, the disappointments, and 
the despair of its owners have never 
been and never will be recorded, but let 

us honor the men who have fought the 
fight to a finish and who truly deserve 
the praise of all men for the good work 
they have done. 

In 1879, the legislature of Florida 
passed an act granting to any canal 
company incorporated under the gener
al laws of the state, the alternate 
sections of swamp and of overflowed 
lands lying on either side of any canal 
it might construct, upon certain con
ditions mentioned in the act. 

To obtain the benefit of this act, the 
Florida Coast Line and Transportation 
company was chartered under the 
general laws of Florida on June 24, 
1881. The proposition was to construct 
an inland waterway between the St. 

Southern Florida owes much of its reputation as a 
pleasure boating center to the presence of the Intracoast
al Waterway, a long, sheltered channel that follows the 
Atlantic and Gulf coasts for over 3,000 miles between 
Massachusetts and Texas. Although this waterway 
system wasnotcompleteduntil1937. many segments of 
the route have a much longer history. Among these is 
the section along Florida's Atlantic coast, formerly 
known as the Florida East Coast Canal. 

felt as early as 1914, that the United States would become 
involved in World War I, and urges government acquisi
tion of the canal as a defense measure. 

Charles Curtis Chillingsworth, who prepared the 
accompanying history of the canal in 1914 as an address 
to the East Coast Canal Association, was a native of 
Liverpool, New York, who came to Florida to practice law 
in 1891. He settled in West Palm Beach, where he was a 
prominent attorney and judge until his death in 1936. His 
history of the canal underscores the widespread concern, 
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Although the United States entered the war in 1917, 
the canal remained in private hands for an additional 
twelve years. Mounting maintenance costs drove the 
canal company into receivership in 1923, and two years 
later, the Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company sold it to 
Palm Beach County real estate developer Harry S. Kelsey. 
Hurt financially by the collapse of the Florida real estate 
boom, Kelsey in turn deeded the canal to the United 
States government in 1929 for inclusion in the Intra
coastal Waterway system. The Florida east coast section 
of the Intracoastal, re-dredged to a depth of eight feet and 
a channel width of 100 feet, was completed in 1935. 



0 
Lake Worth 

and Lake Boca Raton 

(1 Biscayne Bay 

Natural waterways along the south
east Florida coast as they appeared 
in 1889. This series of inlets, rivers, 
and lakes was connected to form 
the Florida East Coast Canal, to
day's Intracoastal Waterway. 

Johns river and Biscayne bay, using 
the natural waterways wherever possi
ble and connecting these natural water
ways with links of a canal. The original 
plan was to dig a canal three feet deep 
and thirty feet wide at the bottom. Mr. 
Geo. L. Bradley, a capitalist of Provi
dence, Rhode Island, was the prime 
mover in this enterprise, and from the 
date of its inception until his death he 
was its prime financial backer. 

Digging Started 
Actual digging was started in 1883 

on the canal between St. Augustine and 
Daytona, and work was done on this 
canal in 1885, 1902, 1903, 1905, 1906, 
1911, and 1913. This canal is the long
est on the entire waterway, being 
thirty-six miles in length. 

The dredging between Daytona and 
through the Haulover canal, which 

connects the Mosquito lagoon and the 
Indian river, was done at various times 
during the presidency of Mr. George L. 
Bradley from 1900 to 1906. This work 
was not completed until this year, and 
the total mileage excavated was seven 
miles 

The dredging from the Haulover 
canal through the Indian river to Hobe 
sound was done in 1886, 1889, and 1893, 
and the total distance dredged was six 
miles. 

In 1893 the legislature consented 
that the Canal company might sur
render and relinquish to the United 
States government a portion of its 
waterway through the Indian river. An 
agreement was made between the 
government and the Canal company to 
turn over to the government that por
tion of the wa terway, through the 
Indian river between Goat Creek and 
the Jupiter inlet and the government 
subsequently dredged two and one-half 
miles within this reach. The Canal 
company has often been unjustly charg
ed with neglecting to maintain this 
waterway through the Indian River, as 
it has not been generally known that 
the sole responsibility for this work 
during the past twenty-one years has 
been upon the government. 

The dredging from Hobe sound to 
Lake Worth was done in 1891 , 1895 and 
1897 and covered a total distance of 
eleven and one-half miles. Going further 
south, we find that the dredging from 
Lake Worth to New River inlet was 
done in 1893, 1894, 1895 and 1896, 
making a total of thirty-two miles. The 
dredging from the New River inlet to 
Miami was begun in 1896 and was 
finished in this year, 1914. 

Enormous Excavation 
This covers the entire distance from 

St. Augustine south to a point in 
Biscayne bay. The dredging between 
the St. Johns River and St. Augustine 
was done in 1909, 1910, and 1911, and 
covered a distance of twenty-one miles. 
It is impossible to give the yardage for 
each separate canal by itself, but it is 
known that the total yardage excavat
ed between St. Augustine and Biscayne 
Bay was 9,720,771 cubic yards. The 
yardage between St. Augustine and the 
St. Johns River was 3,194,960 cubic 
yards, making total excavation by the 
Canal company of 12,915,731 cubic 
yards. The total yardage was largely 
increased by the Act of the Legislature 
of 1889 which required that the canal 
should not be less than fifty feet wide at 
the bottom and that it should not have 
less than five feet of water at mean low 
tide for the entire distance between St. 
Augustine and Biscayne bay. 

The total number of miles of canal 
dug was one hundred twenty-nine and 

one-half miles in various portions of 
the canal between the St. Johns River, 
the Matanzas River, the Halifax River, 
the Indian River, Lake Worth, the Hills
boro River, New River, Dumfu11dling 
[sic.] Bay and Biscayne Bay. This com
prises what is probably the longest 
coastal inland waterway in the world.' 

A narrative of the difficulties which 
this Canal company has encountered 
during the thirty-three years of its 
existence would fill a good-sized 
volume. Time and again it has been 
compelled to stop work because of 
financial difficulties, and it has appear
ed more than once as though the dredg
ing would never be carried through to 
completion. The original promoter, Mr. 
George L. Bradley, kept on advancing 
funds until practically the whole of his 
large fortune was invested in the stocks 
and bonds of the Canal company and 
he died leaving little else than his 
interest in this company. At that time, 
large grants ofland had been withheld 
by the state and the future of the canal 
was problematical. Fortunately the 
Rhode Island Hospital Trust company 
was made the executor under Mr. Brad
ley's will and it is owing to the liberal 
and repeated advances made by this 
Trust company that the canal was ever 
finished. The total cost of the canal, 
including incidental expenses, to Octo
ber 30, 1914, was $3,541, 216.13. 

First Land Grant 
In 1885 the legislature of Florida by 

special act granted the Canal company 
3,840 acres of land per mile for the 
entire distance from St. Augustine to 
Biscayne Bay inclusive of natural water
ways. This grant was confirmed by the 
legislature of 1889 at the same time 
that it increased the size of the canal. 

Through inability to raise funds, the 
burning of some of its dredges, the 
wrecking of others, and numerous 
other difficulties unnecessary now to 
relate, the progress in constructing the 
canal was painfully slow, and the 
legislature in 1897 granted an ex
tension for the completion ofthe canal 
to June 1, 1898. In that year an ex
tension for four years from June 1, 1899 
to June 1, 1903 was granted. In 1903 a 
further extension to June 1, 1905 was 
granted. Meanwhile, a serious mis
understanding had arisen between the 
state and the Canal company, and 
litigation was started in June, 1904, to 
restrain the state from conveying to 
other parties lands which the Canal 
company justly believed should be 
granted to itself. This litigation drag
ged thro~gh the courts during the years 
1904, 1905, and 1906. Finally as a result 
of long, drawn-out negotiations, a con
tract was entered into between the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
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Fund and the Canal company on 
December 1, 1906, whereby the Canal 
company, upon paying the state 
$50,000 in cash, received a further ex
tension of five years from December 1, 
1906 to December 1, 1911, in which to 
complete the canal. It was further 
agreed that upon completion of the 
canal it should receive as a final grant 
from the state, a total of 234,297.60 
acres in addition to what it had 
previously received. At the signing of 
this contract, two deeds which should 
convey this land to the Canal company 
were placed in escrow in the hands of a 
banker in Jacksonville pending the 
completion of the canal. These deeds 
were delivered in 1912. But the troubles 
of the Canal company were not yet 
ended, and in April1913, an additional 
sum of $75,000 in cash was paid by the 
Canal company to the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund in final 
settlement of all claims which the state 
had against the Canal company. It was 
agreed that this sum should be expend
ed under the direction of the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund in 
removing shoals, deepening and im
proving the canal in general and in 
making new cuts in certain places to 
avoid sharp turns in the waterway. A 
contract was awarded for this work, 
which is now completed. 

Thirteen Deeds to Land 
The Canal company has, beginning 

with July 3, 1883, and coming down to 
date, received thirteen deeds from the 
state of Florida granting to the com
pany in the aggregate of 1,030,127.94 
acres. Owing to its financial stress 
which has existed during a large share 
of its career, the Canal company sold 
this land from time to time at very low 
prices. For example, it sold the Boston 
Florida Atlantic Coast Land company 
100,000 acres at $1.00 an acre. The 
Canal company also made a donation 
of the Florida East Coast Railway com
pany of 197,418.91 acres in 1895- and 
18g7. It has now sold practically all of 
its land and has nothing to show for the 
$3,541,216.13 which it has expended, 
except its canal. If it could have 
arranged to hold the land which it 
received from the state until this time, 
the land would have been worth many 
millions of dollars and the Canal com
pany would have been a financial suc
cess. As it stands today, in all proba
bility, some sum between $1,000,000 
and $2,000,000 will have been lost on 
this enterprise. 

What threatened to be one of the 
severest blows ever aimed at the Canal 
company was the suit filed by the 
Florida East Coast Railway company 
against the Canal company and the 
Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
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Fund in 1910 to enjoin the Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Fund from 
delivering the two deeds then held in 
escrow for the Canal company, which 
deeds would convey to the Canal com
pany 234,297.60 acres upon the com
pletion of the canal. The Railway 
company under an old grant fully 
believed that it was entitled to alter
nate sections of the identical land 
which was to be conveyed to the Canal 
company under those two deeds. This 
litigation dragged through 1910, 1911 
and 1912, although it never reached the 
stage where any testimony was taken. 
Happily it was settled in 1912 by the 
Railway company accepting from the 
state land near the foot of the peninsula 
of Florida in lieu of land along the line 
of the canal. 

$7,000 From Tolls 
In 1896, a toll chain was placed 

across the canal at Dania in Dade 
County and from that date until Decem
ber, 1913, tolls were charged there as 
follows: For boats under fifty feet in 
length, 10 cents perfoot. For boats from 
fifty to seventy-five feet in length, 15 
cents per foot. For boats from seventy
five to one hundred feet in length, 20 
cents per foot. And for boats from one 
hundred to one hundred twenty-five 
feet in length, 25 cents per foot. On 
December 12, 1913, the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund adopted a 
schedule of tolls covering the entire 
canal from Jacksonville to Miami. The 
total amount of tolls collected from 
January 1, 1896 to October 30, 1914, 
was only $7,289.26. 

Dr. John Westcott, one of the original 
promoters of the Canal company, was 
president of the company from its 
organization in 1881 until his death in 
1888, when he was succeeded by Mr. 
John W. Denny, who served until1893. 
During 1892, Mr. Henry M. Flagler 
worked out a plan for building a rail
road along the east coast of Florida 
from St. Augustine as far south as West 
Palm Beach. It was supposed at that 
time that the Railway company and 
the Canal company had harmonious 
interests, a nd Mr. Flagler acquired a 
block of stock in the Canal company. 
From 1893 to 1896 Mr. Flagler acted as 
president of the Canal company. Mr. 
Geo. F. Miles, who was the engineerfor 
the Canal company as well as director 
in the company for many years, was 
president from 1896 until March 15, 
1900. On that date Mr. Geo. L. Bradley 
was elected president and he served 
until March 26, 1906. Mr. Geo. F. Miles 
was acting president from that date 
until March 12, 1907, when Mr. Fred
erick Amory was chosen as president, 
which office he has ably filled until this 
date. The other officers are: Mr. Stephen 

0. Edwards, vice-president; Mr. A. H. 
Sawyer, secretary and treasurer; Mr. 
John W. Denny, assistant secretary; 
and Mr. George W. Gibbs, assistant 
treasurer. 

Mr. Frederick Amory, Mr. Stephen 0. 
Edwards, Mr. A. H. Sawyer, Mr. John 
W. Denny, Mr. Frank H. Swan, and Mr. 
Herbert J. Wells comprise the present 
board of directors of the company. Mr. 
Herbert J. Wells is president of the 
Rhode Island Hospital Trust company, 
the oldest trust company in New Eng
land, and it has been largely through 
his active assistance during many 
years that the Canal company has 
been able to keep its operations going. 

Great Value in War 
The East Coast Canal can be made 

not only of an inestimable value for 
transportation purposes, but in time of 
war it could also be of untold assistance 
to the state and the nation. In these 
days when the bloodiest war of history 
is being fought in continental Europe, 
it is interesting to recall an incident in 
which the East Coast Canal was of 
great value to our government in war 
time. During the Spanish-American 
war in 1898, the Secretary of War 
wished to send three mortar carriages 
to Key West. It negotiated with the 
Plant System for the transportation of 
these carriages by rail to Tampa and 
thence by ship to Key West, but the 
charges demanded were considered 
exhorbitant. He asked the Canal com
pany to make a bid for transporting 
these carriages from Titusville to Key 
West and the company made a bid, 
with the result that the three mortar 
carriages were transported by the in
land waterway from Titusville to Key 
West for one-third of the sum asked by 
the Plant System on the west coast. 

In case of a naval attack on our 
country, the Florida coast would be 
greatly exposed, as it has no fortifica
tions and no harbors for the use of war 
vessels, and a canal along the coast 
would be of enormous value to the 
government and a very great protec
tion to the state. 

That the canal should be acquired by 
the government and deepened and 
widened to make it navigable for large 
vessels of commerce and of war, is the 
conclusion of every thoughtful person 
who has studied the subject. The 
present canal might possibly be pur
chased for about $2,000,000, which is a 
great deal less than the $3,641,216.13 it 
has cost its present owners. 

As patriotic Floridians, let us vigor
ously champion the plan of govern
mental ownership of this canal, know
ing well that we shall thereby serve our 
state and aid in the preservation of the 
nation." 



BROWARD COUNTY'S DEVELOPMENT 
DURING 

THE GREAT WAR 

Broward Countians in 1918 had reason to be proud. 
Their new county - only three years old in terms of 
governmental autonomy and barely twenty-five years old 
in terms of settlement- had made great strides toward 
modernization. The past decade had witnessed the com
pletion of long-awaited drainage canals and the cultiva
tion of vast new agricultural tracts, the opening of the 
Dixie Highway, and the building of numerous local roads, 
bridges, schools, and commercial establishments. 

them with a patriotic spirit which boosted their energies 
and brightened their hopes for the future. 

Like therestofthecountry, BrowardCountyin 1918 
was committed to winning the First World War. For the 
first time, the region possessed a population sizable 
enough to send a number of young men into military 
service. The burden of war, however, did little to dampen 
the enthusiasm of local residents. If anything, it infused 

The articles which make up "Broward County's 
Development During the Great War" originally appeared 
in the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel on April 19, 1918. 
Together, they provide a remarkable insight into Broward 
County nearly seventy years ago. Colonel George 
Mathews, editor of the Sentinel and probable author of 
these articles, was one of Broward County's leading 
boosters in the 1910sand 1920s. Heservedasmayorof 
Fort Lauderdale from 1913 to 1914, and used his news
paper to promote such causes as Everglades drainage, 
the development of Fort Lauderdale's Las Olas islands, 
and the formation of Broward County. 

BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 
One of the Newest and the Most Progressive 

Counties in the State of Florida. Shipping more 
Winter Vegetables Than Any East Coast Point 

Broward County was created three 
years ago. The people of the county 
were adversely criticized for cutting off 
from Dade and Palm Beach Counties. 
It was claimed by many that we would 
soon lose out, and go back to the old 
counties. That taxes would be so high 
that we could not meet them. While our 
taxes appear heavy they are but little if 
any higher than the counties from 
which our county was created. 

If we consider our small population 
and development we stand first in 
roads and school houses. Our county is 
one of the leaders in the shipping of 
vegetables if we take into consideration 
its size and population. 

When the county was created Messrs. 
A. B. Lowe, J. J . Joyce, C. E . Ingalls, W. 
L. Bracknell, G. [actually I. 1.] Hardy 
were named commissioners. Mr. I. I. 
Hardy dying, George Blount was ap· 
pointed in his place. The first election 
put them all in office again. The com
mission is well organized. A. B. Lowe is 
chairman and purchasing agent, C. E. 
Ingalls is road commissioner, W. L. 
Bracknell bridge commissioner, J. J. 
Joyce building commissioner and 
George Blount is court house and jail 
commissioner. Thus organized each 
one looks after his department and the 
work is much better done than it would 
be done had they appointed com· 

mittees. The commissioners have had a 
great task in organizing the county, but 
if we consider the vast improvement 
made and the advanced position oc
cupied by Broward county among the 
counties in the state, we must concede 
that our county congress has done well. 

Our county is backed by the rich 
Everglades lands to a greater extent 
than any other county, because of the 
fact the New River, the natural outlet 
for the waters of the Glades it receives 
from the important canals and carries 
it to the Atlantic Ocean. The fact makes 
Fort Lauderdale the most important 
shipping point on the East Coast. 

It is claimed by men of great worldly 
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The Dixie Highway, entering Fort Lauderdale from the north, c.1917. 

experience that the City of Fort Lauder
dale is to become the greatest city on 
this side of the State. Hotels and 
industries have been much needed here 
and we are much pleased to report that 
through the resources and enterprise of 
Mr. George E. Henry, we are soon to 
have one of the most up-to-date hotels 
in South Florida, and to Mr. Harbauer 

. is due the credit for getting a large 
catsup factory in our town. 

We have always had faith in Fort 
Lauderdale and Broward County, but 
at no time in the history of the place has 
the outlook been so bright as now. As 
we see it we will have 20,000 people in 
Broward county in the next four years. 

Fort Lauderdale, it is believed, will 
soon reach the 10,000 mark. Our rich 
lands are unsurpassed and our climate 
stands unrivaled in this Republic. Our 
good roads and splendid school houses 
are sufficient to attract settlers. No one 
who knows our section doubts the 
future ofBroward County. When staple 
crops take the place of perishable crops 
which now control the farmers of our 
county this will become one of the 
richest counties in Florida. All knock
ers do will not change the future of this 
section. 

The engineer's report here appended 
will give a clear and comprehensive 
idea of the road condition. This report 
is made by H. C. Davis, who is the 
engineer directing roadbuilding in 
Broward county. 

BROWARD COUNTY ROADS 
In the following tabulation every 
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road in Broward county except several 
miles of private roads built by real 
estate development companies is in
cluded. 

Dixie Highway (outside incorporated 
towns) 25 miles. 

County roads (built by general road 
and bond funds by Dade and Palm 
Beach counties, before county division) 
36 miles. 

Special Road and Bridge District No. 
1, under construction, 155 miles. 

Special Road and Bridge District No. 
2, completed, 25 miles; under construc
tion, 30 miles. 

City streets, in incorporated towns, 
14 miles. 

Total in county, 145 miles. 
In addition to the above, bonds have 

been voted but not yet sold for 19 miles 
additional road in Special Road and 
Bridge District No. 1 (waiting on Ever
glades drainage) . 

Width of county roads varies from 
nine to sixteen feet, the greater portion 
being twelve feet wide. Width of city 
streets varies from twelve to forty feet. 
For this reason in all cost data given 
below, where cost per mile is used the 
same has been based upon a twelve foot 
width, and cost per square yard of 
surface has already been given, this 
being a more satisfactory basis for 
comparison. 

Cost data include surfacing only, 
except in the case of city streets where 
grading is also included . The surfacing 
consists of native coralline limestone, 
crushed or "shot fine" in quarrying 
and spread to a thickness of eight 

inches before rolling. Costs given in
clude finishing with road machine and 
rolling. Variation in cost of surfacing 
depends principally on distance of the 
work from the quarry. 

Previous to county division the item 
of grading was an negligible quantity, 
practically all of the Dixie Highway 
and other county roads built by Dade 
and Palm Beach counties in the present 
limits ofBroward County being located 
through pine land where grading was 
not required. 

Roads in Special Districts now under 
construction are located in Everglades 
and through prairies and farm lands 
and item of grading has to be con
sidered. In some cases amounts to 5,000 
cu. yards earthwork per mile . Cost 
varies from 15 cents to 40 cents depend
ing on conditions. 

Average cost of completed roads in 
Special District No.2, including rolling 
and finishing, $2,600 per mile or 37 
cents per square yard of surface. All 
this work done by contract. Accurate 
cost records are available for all of the 
13 miles of paved streets in the Town of 
Fort Lauderdale. These are of similar 
construction to the county roads; are 
located conveniently close to quarries: 
average haul one and one-half miles . 
The 13 miles contains a total of 108,000 
square yards (nearly 32.5 acres). Aver· 
age cost of entire area has been 42.3 
cents per square yard. Practically all 
done under contract. Variation in price 
is due to the fact that cost given in
cludes grading on city streets. 

None of the figures given so far in-



elude asphalt surfacing. 
The two miles of [Fort Lauderdale] 

city streets, a total of 28,000 square 
ya rds , equivalent to four miles of 
twelve foot road were treated during 
the latter part of 1915 at a cost of 4.75 
cents per square yard, approximately 
$300 per mile. Contracts have been 
awarded and work is now completed 
surfacing 50,000 sq . yds. at 5 cents, the 
increase in cost being due to advance in 
price of oil. 

Maintenance of rock surfaced roads 
depends on quantity of traffic and 
weather. Long periods of extremely wet 
or dry weather causing deterioration 
faster than normal conditions. 

Maintenance of city streets in suit
able condition for traffic costs $400 per 
mile of 12 foot paving annually. 

SAND ASPHALT ROADS 
Fifteen miles of the Dixie Highway in 

this county, also two miles of city 
streets, have been surfaced with sand 
asphalt. Accurate records of cost of the 
Dixie Highway work are not available. 

Actual cost of maintenance of 28,000 

Pioneer road builder S. P. Snyder 
and crew at work in Broward 
County, 1915. 

sq. yds. above, under heavy traffic and 
adverse weather conditions during the 
entire period of eighteen months has 
been less than $100 and the area is now 
in almost perfect condition. 

Cost given above includes every
thing to complete the work: oil, sand 
and application. Scraping, rolling and 
smoothing streets ready for the applica
tion where necessary costs about 1 cent 
per sq. yd. additional. 

Oil used is Mexican asphalt base 
petrole um: specific gravity 0.9835; 
average asphalt content 72.4 per cent; 
viscosity 190 seconds (Engler). 

Equally satisfactory results have 
been obtained from both hot and cold 
applications; economy in oil is princi
pal reason for heating. Quantity per sq. 
yd. cold two-thirds gallon. If heated to 
120 degrees one half gallon per sq. yd. 
gives equally satisfactory results. Oil is 
allowed to remain on street for four or 
five days and then covered with clean 
dry sand to a depth of one half inch 
when traffic may be at once resumed. 

Ft. Lauderdale, Dania, Hallandale, 
Davie and Pompano all have modern 
fireproof school buildings that will com
pare favorably with the best to be found 
anywhere in our State. In the erection 
ofthese buildings light and ventilation 
were matters of especial consideration 
and as a result every classroom is well 
lighted and as far as possible the 
injurious cross lights have been avoid
ed, and as regards ventilation every 
room is built with special regard to a 
free circulation of pure air and at the 
same time care has been taken to avoid 
any direct draft. 

The best roads, best schools, the best 
climate and good health is enough to 
say for any place. But when we add 
1,200 square miles of rich Everglades 
land we can see the great opportunities 
awaiting those who come to build a 
home and accumulate a fortune. We do 
not advise people to break up where 
they are prospering to come to Florida. 
But should they see fit to come to 
Florida we do not think that they will 
ever find cause to regret it. 
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Broward County's 
Development During THE GREAT WAR 

SOME GAINS MADE IN ONE YEAR 
BY CITY AND COUNTY 

Development in Every Line Show This Is the Best 
Year in the History of Ft Lauderdale and Broward County 

The growth and development of Ft. 
Lauderdale the past year has been 
wonderful. During this time we have 
passed from the town stage in both 
name and size to that of a city.lt was on 
March 1, 1917 that the draw bridge over 
the Coastal Canal channel thru New 
River sound was first swung into place, 
but it was several weeks later before 
Las Olas Boulevard, connecting our 
city with the beach, was finally thrown 
open to the public so that this free 
boulevard to the Atlantic, altho built 
last year, comes as a completed enter
prise in this year's achievements. 

Following the opening of this boule
vard was the building and rocking of 
the streets of Las Olas addition, and a 
number of improvements were put in, 
one of the largest being "Palm Lodge," 
built by C. D. Kittredge, cashier of the 
Ft. Lauderdale State Bank. The im
provements at Las Olas, however, 
which are of the great.est public 
interest . are the cleaning away of the 
underbrush in the addition, improving 
of the city park, enlarging the bath 
house and the building of the new 
pavilion, which improvements aggre
gate between $10,000 and $15,000. 

Of the new businesses and business 
houses that have come with the year 
are two outside groceries, Parks' gro
cery on West North Third street [now 
Northwest Second Street] and Allen's 
grocery on South Andrews Ave. E. A. 
Hall, an auto expert who came here last 
fall from Toronto, Ontario, purchased a 
lot and building on Andrews Ave. 
south of the bridge and shortly after 
opened a repair factory anti carburetor 
service. January 10 of this year work 
was begun on the new Ford garage on 
South Andrews Ave. , opposite the court
house. This garage, which is built of 
concrete and is fire-proof thruout, is 50 
by 145 feet and is now finished and 
open for business. 

Ed. Caruth's lunch room on Wall 
Street is another business addition of 
the year, the building having been 
erected last May. 

The White Star Auto Bus Line began 
the erection of their new garage about 
the first oflast June and had it complet
ed about August. This garage is located 
on North River street between Andrews 
and Brickell avenues. It is 36 by 140 
feet, built of concrete. 

About March first of this year the 

Peanut Products Company leased a 
site on New River near the Gulf Refin
ing company's plant and erected a 
large warehouse and are prepared to 
buy peanuts and manufacture peanut 
products. 

The Oliver Bros. Co. disposed of their 
hardware and furniture stock early last 
fall and about October 5 enlarged their 
store by stocking up the second story of 
their building with ladies' ready to 
wear clothing. 

The Harbauer Company, manu
facturers of high grade table condi
ments, leased the old site of the Ft. 
Lauderdale Lumber Co. the first of 
January and immediately began the 
overhauling of the old buildings, the 
erection of new ones and the installing 
of machinery so that by the 27th oflast 
month everything was in readiness to 
begin cooking tomatoes and the follow
ing Friday this company shipped their 
first car load of tomato pulp north to be 
manufactured into catsup. The plant 
comes not only as an improvement to 
the town but is the greatest boom 
possible for our farmers, for among the 
thousands of acres of tomatoes regular
ly planted in this county, the crooks, off 

Bathing scene at Fort Lauderdale's Las Olas Beach, late 191 Os. 
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sizes and ripes have always been lost 
and in case of an extremely low market, 
the entire crop was lost, but with this 
catsup factory located here all this 
valuable product has been saved to the 
county. 

Another tomato manufacturing com
pany which has come to this county the 
past year is the V. Taormina Co., 
manufacturers of tomato paste. This 
company came to Dania about May 1 of 
last year and carried on a very success
ful business thru the tomato season. 
The success of their business was such 
that the company decided to locate 
permanently, and last winter pur
chased a tract ofland in Dania near the 
packing house district on which they 
have erected a large concrete factory 
costing approximately $7,000. In this 
building they have installed more than 
$35,000 worth of machinery and are 
again doing a large and profitable 
business in spite of the fact that 
Broward county only has 40 per cent of 
a normal tomato crop this year. 

Several business changes have taken 
place in our city the past year. What 
was formerly the Palm Beach Mer
cantile Co. passed into local hands 
about the first of last September and 
was re-christened the Ft. Lauderdale 
Mercantile Company, with C. D. 
Kittredge, Edward Heimberger and W. 
W. Flanders holding practically all the 
stock. 

About December 1, the Ft. Lauder
dale Telephone Company, which had 
been controlled by outside capital, was 
purchased by Fred Barrett of this city. 

Wm. Kohlhousen established his 
jewelry business here about a year ago 
and now he has a thriving and pros
perous business. It was about a year 
ago that the Cox Bros. purchased the 
Penny Grocery from their uncle and 
that same business was sold by them to 
E. H. Frank, who has built up a very 
profitable line of trade. Another 
change was the purchase of Marshall's 
grocery by J. H. Fidler last July. 

The Broward County Abstract Co. 
changed hands last September, being 
purchased by W. I. Evans and E. L. 
Stapp of this city. 

The Phoenix Investment Co., with E. 
L. Stapp president and W. I. Evans 
secretary, is another new company 
organized here only recently. 

A. E. Redman opened his new and 
second hand store last summer and last 
fall Guy Williams, manufacturers' 
agent, established his state head
quarters here. 

A valuable reform which took place 
in this city a little less than a year ago, 
April 28, 1917, was the closing of the 
near beer joints in our city. Broward 
county has been dry territory ever since 

The Fort Lauderdale Woman's Club building in Stranahan Park, shortly after 
its completion in May 1917. 

its organization, but the near beer and 
similar "non-intoxicating" intoxicants 
had been sold, regardless of the law, 
under the claim that they did not con
tain enough alcohol to come within the 
ban of the law. But these near beer 
saloons had lost favor with the people 
and had to go. 

Everglades drainage has become a 
tangible fact the past year. It was about 
the last of May 1917, that the bill 
creating the Napoleon B. Broward 
Drainage District became a law, and 
about June 15 the Board of Supervisors 
organized with W. C. Kyle chairman, 
A. L. Joiner secretary and J as. S. 
Rickards treasurer. The other members 
ofthe Board, besides Mr. Kyle, are A. B. 
Lowe of Davie and Robt. Watson of 
Miami. The work done by this Board 
the past year is well told in another 
article in this issue. Outside ofthe work 
of the Board of Supervisors of the 
Napoleon B. Broward district, the State 
Internal Improvement Board have also 
been active in this county. JuneS of last 
year the big dredge began digging on 
the Dania Cut-off canal. This canal is 
only a little more than six miles in 
length and is to connect the South New 
River canal with the Atlantic and pre
vent an over-supply of water in upper 
New River. The large dipper dredge is 
moving east from the junction of New 
River with the South canal, and is now 
nearing the Dixie Highway. A large 
suction dredge which is cutting out the 
rock began work March 8, and is com
pleting the canal as it moves eastward. 

Another dredge proposition which 
has taken place in this county this past 
year is in the East Marsh east of Dania. 

This drainage district is four miles long 
and extends from the edge of the marsh 
to the Coastal Canal and contains 
some of the richest marl land in the 
county. The district was organized 
June 1 of last year. Actual drainage 
work was begun about June 25, and the 
last ditch was completed about a 
month ago. The plan of drainage as 
carried out for this marsh is a ditch 9 
feet wide and 5 to 6 feet deep every 
quarter mile and running from the edge 
of the marsh to the Coastal canal. 

Two new concrete school buildings 
stand to the credit of this county the 
past year. One an addition to the Dania 
school which added two class rooms, 
an auditorium and a domestic science 
room and the other a new concrete 
school at Davie. This new Davie school 
which has just been completed is the 
first permanent school building in the 
Everglades. The Deerfield school dis
trict petitioned the county board of 
education to call a bond election for a 
new modern school building in their 
district to cost $12,000. Their request 
has been granted, and another new 
school will soon stand as a monument 
to the progress of the people of this 
county. 

The new Woman's Club building on 
North Andrews Avenue can be proper
ly accredited to the past year's improve
ments, as it was on May 18, 1917, that 
the finished building was publicly 
dedicated with an appropriate pro
gram. 

Since the beginning of the war 
Broward has given approximately 175 
of her boys for the service ofthe govern
ment, and in addition to these our 
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Certificate of Inspection 
and Enlistment 

I certify this soldier, who was accepted tor enll11tment on the /~ ...... day or 

t2;:;;;~ ··· .. 1917. by 

ll Y.~~/· ...... wu minutely lnsrwocted by me pre\1oua to 

his enlistment: that to the beat or my judgment, and belll!f he tu lnlla all leg11.1 r~ulre-

menu; that I have enllatM him Into the Droward County Guards or the United States 

and or the State of F1ot1da under the enlistment contract, and, In doing so. have 

strictly observed the regulatlona which govl.'rn the rec ruiting 11erv1ce 

lie haah~eyes,ht!11-?f.baJ r;~ romplelllon. and 111 ' teet, :J.. 

lnchea In height. lie gave hla realdence u r11 }--/'7_;/.~ ''. ' ~ rcu,y ··· ierai~J····· 

and the name and addreaa of pereon to be n011nl:'d In u.ae or emergency u ... 

/-? 
t8tat") 

Enlistment certificate for the Broward County Guards, a World War I home 
guard unit. J. D. Blount, for whom this certificate was issued, was a noted 
Pompano farmer. 

vegetable season opened last winter, 
but on account of delays from time to 
time, work was not begun on the first 
lock until about February 1, and this 
lock was completed only two or three 
weeks ago. The other lock has not been 
begun yet, however, the water in the 
canal is somewhat higher than before 
this lock was finished and it is now 
possible for boats to get thru. 

The building record for private 
residences was light the first part of the 
year, but during the past six months it 
has amounted to almost a boom. In this 
line we will only take space to mention 
some of the improvements. The largest 
building for residential purposes con· 
structed the past year are the two new 
apartment houses, constructed by 
Messrs. Kittredge, Flanders and Bar
rett. These apartments are each three 
stories high, contain 50 rooms and are 
modern thruout. "The Dresden"is locat
ed on South River street and Valentine 
Ave. [now Southeast Third Avenue], 
and "The Wallace" is on Las Olas Blvd. 
Of the private residences constructed 
or in course of construction, probably 
the best, by far, is the new home of H. S. 
Middleton on South River street. Other 
new residences, some of which are now 
in course of construction, are Mrs. Le 

1 Valley's building, corner Third [now 
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county has clothed and equipped a 
County Guard of approximately 150 
men, 85 belong to Company A, the Ft. 
Lauderdale company, and the balance 
to the Dania-Hallandale company. 
These two companies are organized 
with a battalion under the command of 
Mayor W. J. Reed. 

Transportation lines have made 
great advancement the past year in 
this county, especially is this true as 
regards boat lines. The King & East
man Co. have put several new boats 
into the lake service, the largest of 
which is the Bernice. Other companies 
and individuals have also added new 
boats to their lines until now more than 
a dozen boats are in regular service 
between here and the lake. In addition 
to this the Gate City Transportation 
company, a local organization, pur
chased and put into regular service 
between here and Moore Haven the 
passenger boat City of Ft. Lauderdale. 

On account of the low water in the 
North canal, making transportation to 
and from Lake Okeechobee difficult, 
the I. I. Board agreed last August to 
construct two additional locks in the 
canal last fall, and it was stated by 
their engineer at that time that these 
locks would be finished by the time the 
Southeast Second Street] and Strana· 

han Ave. [now Southeast Fifth 
Avenue]; W. W. Flanders' building on 
Las Olas Blvd.; the new homes of C.D. 
Kittredge, James Lewis and Edward 
Heimberger, all on Stranahan Ave.; 
John Olsson's home on Valentine Ave., 
Geo. E . Johnston's home on South 
River Street, also C. W. Oakes residence 
on South River Street, W. G. Austin's 
residence on the west side, G. G. 
Mathews new home on the South side 
and John Smith's new home. 

Some of the better residences in the 
county outside of Ft. Lauderdale are 
Harrison Reed's new $20,000 home on 
the Hallandale beach, Dr. Gault's new 
concrete residence in Dania and Chas. 
Walsh's new home in Davie. 

Among the miscellaneous gains to 
the county during the past year are 
several large farming propositions, one 
of these west of Hallandale put in over 
100 acres of beans last summer with the 
idea of growing dry navy beans for the 
markets, another large farming enter· 
prise in that same community is a sisal 
nursery where plants are being grown 
for use on the southwest coast of the 
State. 

The Davie Fruit and Growers Associ· 
atio n of Davie and the Gladania 
Tomato Co. of Dania are both new 
corporations that have gone into farm· 
ing on a large scale. The Gladania 
Tomato Company having over 200 
acres plan ted this season. 

George E. Henry, one of our most 
enterprising winter residents, purchas· 
ed a large glades farm comprising 
several hundred acres last February 
and is having it improved, and Frank 
W. Harper and Dr. Chambers are im· 
proving a track [sic.] of over 300 acres 
of muck land about half way between 
Davie and Griffin. Also Chas. Rodes 
and M.A. Hortt, of this city, purchased 
a glades farm of 900 acres during 
March, part of which they will develop. 

Claud S. Mitchell, one of our recent 
arrivals who purchased the S. A. Moore 
property on New River last January is 
making a number of extensive improve· 
ments and G. E. Henry is dredging out 
a canal thru his property which he 
recently acquired on Las Olas Blvd. 

In road building Broward County 
probably holds the banner for the state 
having built miles of rock roads during 
the past year, a large percent of which 
were built thru the low muck lands of 
the Everglades, and last but not least is 
the new $125,000.00 tourist hotel [the 
Broward Hotel] which is being con
templated for this city, the plans for 
which have already been completed 
and practically all the money is in sight 
to carry the proposition thru to a success
ful conclusion. 



Broward County's 
Development During THE GREAT WAR 

WHAT SEVEN YEARS HAVE DONE 
FOR FT. LAUDERDALE 

From a Small Village 11 Has Grown to a City 
of Four Thousand Population With All Modern Improvements 

Seven years in Ft. Lauderdale has 
witnessed many and valuable changes. 
Seven years ago the population of the 
town was not more than five hundred. 
Then we had no paved streets, electric 
lights or city water. Now we have a 
well-organized city with all the modern 
conveniences. We now have a popula
tion of 4,000 and industries are gradual
ly coming to our city. [This figure is 
greatly exaggerated. Fort Lauderdale 
actually had a population of only 1,870 
in 1915.] Building, which for two years 
has been at a standstill, is now going 
on vigorously. Two 48 room apartment 
houses have been built. 

The city has the resource and posi
tion geographically superior to any 
other east coast town. Dr. Chambers, 
whose judgement we believe in, says 
that Ft. Lauderdale will be the largest 
city on the East Coast some time in the 
near future, and his faith is proven by 

the fact that he will make it his home in 
a short while. 

Frank Stranahan, the pioneer of Ft. 
Lauderdale, has done much for the 
place. Mr. Stranahan stands deserved
ly high with our people. He succeeded 
remarkably well here, and he believes 
in South Florida and Ft. Lauderdale. 
Mr. Stranahan was followed by the 
Bryans, Marshalls, Dr. Kennedy, the 
Oliver Bros., H. G. Wheeler and others. 
These men are today among the lead
ing businessmen of our city. The city is 
cosmopolitan and nearly every state 
has people here,largely from the West. 
They believe in Ft. Lauderdale and are 
doing much to build the city. We have 
three dry goods stores, ten grocery 
stores, one large hardware and furni
ture store, one five and ten cent store, 
one first class undertaking parlor, two 
second hand stores, four garages, ice 
and electric plant, two novelty works 

and plaining [sic.] mills, city water 
works, fire department, boat and 
marine ways, two newspaper and job 
offices, four auto repair shops, four 
doctors, five lawyers, three dentists, 
three barber shops, four restaurants, 
two lumber yards, three meat markets, 
one millinery shop, two blacksmith 
shops, two seed stores, two pool rooms, 
two banks which are conducted in a 
way that guarantees safety to deposi
tors. We cannot yet boast of a hospital. 

Eight churches will convince the 
reader that the spiritual welfare of man 
is looked after. The following denomina
tions are well represented: Presbyteri
an, Baptist, Methodist Episcopal, 
Methodist South, Christian, Church of 
England, Christian Science and 
Catholic. 

We have a Boulevard to the beach 
where great improvements have been 
made lately. The City of Ft. Lauderdale 

Brickell Avenue was downtown Fort Lauderdale's 
main street when this 1917 photo was taken. Note 

parking in the center of the street and bus in fore
ground which took passengers to the beach. 
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Although winter vegetables and citrus made up the 
bulk of Broward County's agricultural production in 
the 191 Os, some farmers raised sugar cane on the rich 

Everglades mucklands. This photo is from the late 
191 Os. 

has a park there and also a good bath 
house and dance hall which add much 
to the pleasure of those going to the 
beach. A bus line runs cars to the beach 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

Ft. Lauderdale is the County Seat of 
Broward County. We have a fine school 
building where over 400 pupils attend 
school. We have a splendid corps of 
teachers who, under the direction of 
Prof. Ernst Bratzel, are making a good 
showing. 

When one looks back over the last 
seven years he can only be surprised at 
the progress and growth we have made. 
We have had no mushroom boom 
where values have gone unusually 
high and then fallen flat; our values 
have gone on increasing. Lots that 
brought $400 seven years ago are now 
selling for $5,000 and the same lots, if 
we are not mistaken, five years from 
now will more than double again. We 
do not believe that there is a city in 
Florida where one can make more on 
investments than Ft. Lauderdale. In 
Miami it takes a fortune to buy a lot in 
the business section of the city. One 
must invest big money there for a 
chance to speculate on property; to 
secure choice property which is hazard· 
ous to a man oflimited means. The sale 
of lots here has been brisk and we 
expect to see many homes erected dur· 
ing the winter. The property holders 
have made the mistake here made in 
most places by putting prices too high 
on lots. That has retarded the growth 
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somewhat in our city. Now the move is 
on and will remain with us, we believe. 

New River, fed by the North and 
South Canals, is one of the big assets of 
Ft. Lauderdale, and it stands as a 
perpetual invitation for deep water. We 
have faith that we will soon produce 
enough to justify deep water . The 
Government will give us a port and 
deep water when we really need it. 

Ft. Lauderdale is the greatest ship· 
ping point on the East Coast. Com
mission men are on hand to ship the 
vegetables or buy them for cash on the 
dock. 

Too much trucking and too little old 
fashioned farming is one reason why 
we have not grown faster. We believe 
when the Everglades have been 
thoroughly drained and developed in 
staple farming that Ft. Lauderdale will 
become an important city. But good 
roads must be built into the glades 
before those lands can be generally 
used. Cattle and hogs must prove the 
great resource for the future of South 
Florida. We know of no place in the 
world where grass grows more abund
antly, and where grass will grow we 
know that cattle will thrive. The Ever
glades land will support three head of 
cattle to the acre, where it requires 
fourteen acres to the head in Texas. 

Sugar cane and sugar beet should 
prove a great source of wealth in the 
future of the glades. By a free use of 
phosphate we can increase the sac
carine quality of the cane and beet. We 

all have been informed that by the use 
of phosphate in Germany they change 
the beet from five per cent to fifteen per 
cent of sugar. So it can be seen they add 
three for one in sweetness. Some day 
Ft. Lauderdale will have a cold storage 
where our home raised meats will be 
cured, not only for home consumption, 
but for export. Home products and 
home industries are the sure roads to 
prosperity. 

We have been handicapped for years 
for lack of hotel facilities. Now we are to 
have one before next winter, thru the 
enterprise of George E . Henry. We 
believe that when the hotel is com
pleted it will soon show the need of 
other buildings along the same line. 
Then we are to have a canning factory 
in connection to the tomato catsup 
factory now here, owned by th e 
Harbauer Co. of Toledo, Ohio, which 
will be one more step towards an 
industrial move in our city. 

Boat lines to Lake Okeechobee from 
Ft. Lauderdale bring a large portion of 
the produce from the lake region to our 
city, and will prove an ever increasing 
source of wealth to our city. 

Broward County stands equal to any 
other county in the State in good roads 
and while the rate of taxes seem high, if 
measured by our great highways and 
splendid school buildings they will not 
seem very much out of proportion. But 
with our sure increase in population 
and development, we have every rea
son to believe that we will soon have a 
greatly reduced rate of taxation. 



Broward County's 
Development During THE GREAT WAR 

DANIA 

Dania is the second town in Broward 
County. It is located 345 miles south of 
Jacksonville and 176 miles north of 
Key West and is just 22·miles north of 
Miami on the Florida East Coast R.R. 
The town has had, as most towns do, its 
ups and downs, but because of its 
natural resources it has gone ahead. 

The East Coast R.R. tried for years to 
induce settlers to come to Dania, but for 
some cause they made a failure of it. 
Their failure was largely due to the fact 
that they failed to select the right class 
of people. They first tried to settle the 
place with Danes exclusively, but made 
a complete failure. The name of the 
town was changed from Modello to 
Dania thru the advice of James 
Paulsen from Michigan. Later John 
Clarke was employed to look after the 
Railway's interests and he tried to have 
the name ofthe town changed to Clarke
town but did not succeed. A. C. Frost 
succeeded Mr. Clarke and became the 
agent of the East Coast R.R. Having 
had much experience in colonization he 
had no trouble in making a success 
from the start. When Mr. Frost arrived 
in 1900 there was nothing but 
confusion met him, but he went to work 
energetically and turned chaos into 
success. 

At that time there was no school
house nor church, but in a short while 
thru influence and assistance the town 
soon had them. After that people began 
to become interested and lands sold 
fast and Dania became a prosperous 
town. The good fortune of Dania was 
its rich east marsh lands. Those lands 
enabled the town to become the great
est tomato shipping point in the world. 
The lack of h-otels was one of the back
sets for the town. Unless people can get 
places to stop they are slow to come to 
places. As soon as a small hotel was 
erected the town took on new life and 
has had a continual growth from that 
time on. At the present time they have 
paved streets, water works and electric 
lights. They have a splendid school 
house which cost $15,000. In the East 

Marsh they have a resource which will 
make them a very important town in 
the near future . It has just been 
drained, but because of the tides they 
never suffer for rains. The Dania canal 
connecting with the South canal just 
below Davie will soon be completed, 
that will give them easy access to the 
rich lands ofthe Everglades. They now 
have a canning factory, its home is the 
large concrete building, which proves 
that the Taormina Company has come 
to stay. 

The Episcopal church was built in 
1906 and the Methodist in 1908, both 
have good memberships and are well 
attended. Mr. Alsobrook is one of the 
wealthiest men in the town. He came to 
Dania from Lake County bringing with 
him only $1,700; that he is now worth 
more than $100,000 speaks well for the 
town and the man. M. C. Hardee is 
another man who has proven the worth 
of the section by his splendid success. 
He is president of the Dania Bank. The 
Bank is fortunate to have two such men 
at its head as Mr. Hardee and Mr. 
Parker. It is a guarantee to the de
positors. 

Dania has many fine men and 
women and we wish we had the space 
to mention all. Two of its citizens hold 
two of the important offices ofBroward 
County. Mr. Holding is superintendent 
of the schools, and Quince Bryan is tax 
assessor and Mr. Neville is a member of 
the school board. We believe that the 
growth of Dania and Fort Lauderdale 
will be so great that they will become 
almost one town. Already new houses 
are increasing along the Dixie High
way and one is never outside of a town 
between the two towns. The completion 
of the Dania Canal and the full develop
ment of the East Marsh will some day 
give Dania 10,000 population. 

They have many delightful homes 
and many of them take pride in their 
lawns. The town now has a population 
of 1,500. It is not too much to say that 
the future of the town is sure. 

The people investing in lands around 
the town will make no mistake. 

DEERFIELD 

Broward county is fortunate in its 
town sites. Deerfield is splendidly 
situated on the Hillsboro canal and is 
one of the highest places in the county 
on the Dixie Highway. 

With men like Butler, Johnson Bros., 
Bracknell, Horn [Horne], Campbell 
and others we confidently expect to see 
the town grow. When the Hillsboro 
canal is open for navigation it will 
bring a great part of the produce from 
the lake region and it will cause a boom 
such as Deerfield has never had. The 
town has several stores of which the 
Johnson Bros. and Thomas are the 
leading ones. The people depend most
ly on farming, and considerable of the 
farming is done on a large scale. J.D. 
Butler is the leading farmer and he has 
succeeded splendidly at Deerfield since 
he came from Mississippi years ago. 
Mr. Bracknell is a member ofthe Board 
of County Commissioners and Mr. 
Butler is a member of the School Board, 
both of them take a great interest in the 
public business and are doing what 
they can to make Broward one of the 
prosperous counties of the state. 

Deerfield is just south of the West 
Palm Beach [Palm Beach County] line. 
In the near future they are to build a 
fine school house, it now being the only 
town in Broward County that is with
out a good school building. 

The people are good and substantial 
and will do all they can to develop that 
section. The town is just 14 miles from 
Ft. Lauderdale and 29 miles from West 
Palm Beach. 
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Pompano, a town nine miles north of 
Fort Lauderdale, is situated in one of 
the best farming countries in our 
county and they have many progress
ive farmers. The Smoaks, the Blount 
Bros., Dexter Smith, Saxon, Hardies 
[Hardys], Campbell and others are the 
men who have put Pompano on the 
map. In the shipping season it is a very 
busy place, and furnishes the railroad 
much freight. It has one of the best 
beaches in south Florida, and Snyder 
and Hartt hold some very attractive 
building sites there. We know of no 
better place on the beach this side of 
Daytona for building a summer resort. 
The topography of the town of 
Pompano is fine and a beautiful 
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POMPANO 

town could be built there. 
Capt. Campbell is one of the most 

extensive farmers there, and has been 
very successful. The Warren Bros. are 
among the good people there. 

The canal has been a boon to the 
section. It has drained some of the low 
land, and by the use of a dam they are 
able to irrigate much of the land which 
has been made too dry. Like all other 
towns in Broward County it has a 
splendid school house, and lies on the 
Dixie Highway. With her rich soil, good 
school, good roads and enterprising 
citizens, nothing can prevent the future 
growth of the town. 

When the inland waterway is de
veloped Pompano will have an ad-

Pompano School , 1918. 

vantage enjoyed by other towns along 
the East Coast Canal. Pompano like all 
other south Florida towns has been 
working to enrich the East Coast Rail
road, which being without competition 
has demanded the full profit. 

The country around Pompano is 
especially adapted to stock raising, but 
it claims no attention of the people at 
all. We hope the high price of meat may 
turn their thoughts to staple things. 

Already we see indications that the 
people are waking up. The constant 
frost and high freight rates are fast 
driving them to look for things that will 
certainly be more profitable. 



Broward County's 
Development During THE GREAT WAR 

DAVIE HALLANDALE 

Davie, one of the coming towns of 
Broward County, was founded in 1911. 
This town is the oldest settlement in the 
Everglades and now has 425 people, all 
of them farmers. 

That Davie always gets the first 
prizes at the Broward County Fair 
should convince people that knockers 
lie when they say that these lands are 
non-productive. Davie has a $12,000 
school house which will indicate better 
than anything else the quality of her 
citizens. They have two stores, the A. B. 
Lowe general merchandise and H. E. 
Earle farm supplies, implements, etc. 

Fifty acres have been planted in 
citrus fruits and the growth of the trees 
disproves the assertion of those who 
claim that groves cannot be developed 
on muck lands. Finer trees cannot be 
found in any part of the State of 
Florida. Stock raising is as yet in an 
experimental stage. Mr. Lowe has four 
heads of cows which he has had on the 
glade land since 1911, they have never 
been sick a day,and he h as never 
bought a pound of hay since he has 
been there. He says that grazing is 
good there all the year around and that 
he makes the finest of hay on the lands 
of the Everglades. The farmers will 
plant the coming year corn, sugarcane, 
peanuts and raise hogs. With those as 
leading crops there will be no chance to 
fail. Davie will soon become the leading 
town in Broward County outside of 
Fort Lauderdale. Davie has a telephone 
exchange and it is owned and con
trolled by Davie people. A. B. Lowe is 
president and C. J. Coyle is general 
manager. They have 28 phones giving 
good service to the people of the town . 

They have a boat line to Fort Lauder
dale giving them a good service. They 
have spent $92,000 for hard roads and 
bridges in the last eighteen months. 
They have an iron Scheser rolling lift 
bridge across the South New River 
Canal. Mr. Geo. E. Henry has bought a 
large tract of land near Davie and is 
developing it, he has tractors plowing 
the land for future crops. Adams & 
Moore, who came to Davie several 
years ago, after trying out the soil have 
bought 11,000 acres on the Hillsboro 

canal. That fact proves better than 
words the value of the glade lands. The 
cut-off canal at Davie will soon be done 
and when this is completed and the 
Broward Drainage District complete 
their work, Davie will become a very 
important place. Davie is 7 112 miles 
from Fort Lauderdale by new rock 
road, six miles from Dania and 27 miles 
from Miami. 

Davie is on the honor roll when it 
comes to the war. They have 19 men in 
the Broward Guard, and have sent six 
men to the front. We have knockers 
who never do a day's work who will tell 
you that the glade lands are worth 
nothing. We do not hesitate to say that 
they are the best land in the world. 

Davie school building , 
constructed in 1918. 

Hallandale, the town near the south 
line of Broward County is one of the 
thrifty places of the county. Surround
ed by good farm lands, Hallandale has 
a sure future. It is situated on a beauti
ful section where an ideal town can be 
built. They have one of the finest school 
houses in the state. The good class of 
people guarantee the future of Hallan
dale. Nine miles south of Ft. Lauder
dale and fifteen miles north of Miami, it 
is conveniently situated to home 
markets. Several Swedish families com
pose part of the population and they are 
an energetic thrifty people. They 
brought European prudence and thrift. 
Situated on one of the best roads in the 
county. 

Davie members of the 
Broward County Guards, 
1917. The building behind 
them was Davie's first 
schoolhouse, replaced by 
a new concrete building 
the following year. 
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FT. LAUDERDALE'S 
PROSPECTIVE HOTEL 

[THE BROWARD HOTEL] 

Drawing of the proposed Broward Hotel. The hotel , completed in 1919, stood until 1974. 

Ft. Lauderdale's new tourist hotel is 
every day coming nearer to a realized 
fact. When Geo. E. Henry came here 
last fall to spend the winter and saw the 
great need for a large tourist hotel he 
immediately got busy compiling data 
as to the size of a hotel needed and the 
approximate cost. After a few weeks 
investigation he employed August 
Geiger, a Miami architect, to prepare 
plans and specifications for a three 
story hotel at the corner of Las Olas 
Bld. and Andrews Ave., to cost $80,000 
to $90,000. Later the plans were enlarg· 
ed, the building enlarged to four stories 
and the total cost estimated by the 
architect at $125,000. This plan was 
accepted by Mr. Henry and the specifica
tions were prepared for the con tractors. 
When the bids were opened, instead of 
the amounts centering around 
$125,000.00 the lowest bid totaled 
$160,000.00. To outside observers this 
looked like something was radically 
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wrong, either the architect did not 
know his business or the contractors 
were attempting a hold up of Mr. Henry 
on the building. Of course Mr. Henry 
immediately gave up the proposition, 
but the business interests of the city 
wanted the hotel and they believe that 
we will yet have it. A committee of 
business men talked with Mr. Henry 
and he again agreed that if a hotel 
company should be formed here to erect 
the building he would donate the plans 
and specifications, sell the lot at cost 
and loan an additional $60,000.00 to be 
usPd on the erection of the building. 

The city in order to carry a part of the 
remaining burden have, thru the 
council at its last meeting, called a 
special election for Saturday, May 4th, 
at which election an issue of $35,000.00 
in six percent bonds will be voted on by 
the freeholders, the bonds to be sold 
and $20,000.00 of the proceeds to go for 
this hotel and the remaining $15,000.00 

to be used for golf grounds. 
Parties who are investigating suit

able tracts for golf grounds have al
ready gotten option on a number of 
tracts , some at an extra high and 
others at a very low price. 

The organization of a hotel company 
to undertake the building of this hotel 
is the next step in the procedure and in 
order to bring this about a meeting was 
called in the office of theN. B. Broward 
Drainage District last Wednesday after
noon at which $4400.00 in stock was 
subscribed and a temporary organiza
tion affected. The directors of the 
temporary organization are Tom M. 
Bryan, C. E. Rickards, W. C. Kyle, 
Edward Heimberger and C. J . Joiner. A 
meeting of the directors was called 
immediately at which plans were devis
ed to raise the remaining funds neces
sary and from now on matters will 
begin to take definite shape. 
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FT. LAUDERDALE'S PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEM 

The Work of a Corps. of Efficient Teachers 
Marks the Rapid Advancement of Pupils in Attendance 

Fort Lauderdale has excellent school 
. advantages. 

There are twenty teachers employed 
. and 472 pupils enrolled. There are six 

teachers in the high school and two 
' special teachers. A regular four years 

high school course is maintained. 
\ The school building is a large con

crete building, modern in every respect. 
The grounds, building and equipment 

• cost $65,000. The building contains 22 
rooms and an auditorium which seats 
900 persons. It is used for chapel 
exercises, lectures, concerts, plays, etc. 
The stage is large and the curtains 
beautiful. The Teacher's Rest Room is 
one of the most attractive rooms in the 
building. 

The general library is not what it 
, ought to be but new books are being 

added each year. This year about $100 
has been spent for library books. 

Aside from the General Library, the 
class rooms in some cases are provided 
with a limited number of books. 

The English room has a library 
consisting of 150 volumes valued at 

" $300. Many of the books that are here 
have been loaned by the English 
teacher, the Woman's Club and other 
friends of the school. Mrs. Jones has 
loaned a large number of the best books 
to the school. 

The Study Hall table is supplied with 
• several of our best magazines. These 

are bought by the student body. 
Last year each room in the school 

, was given two beautiful pictures. The 
money for these pictures was secured 
by an Art Exhibit which was planned 
by Prof. H. C. Gillispie. 

The pictures are copies of the World's 
Masterpieces. They are indeed a source 
of much inspiration to the school. It is 
especially interesting to know that 

' each class in school was allowed to 
select the pictures they liked best from 
the large number shown in the Art 
Exhibit. 

The sciences taught are Physics, 

chemistry, zoology, botany and 
physical geography. This year in some 
cases the work has been handicapped 
to some extent by a change ofteachers . 

The Chemical and Physical laborato
ries are well equipped; the value of the 
equipment being about $1,200. 

The modern languages taught this 
year are Spanish, German and French. 
German has been dropped. 

The work done in Mathematics made 
a very creditable showing at the Fair. 

In the History department there has 
been much notebook and map work,, 
special reports, current events and 
lectures. The economic side of the 
subject is especially emphasized. The 
subject is taught with a view of train
ing for good citizenship. 

Students here are advised to study 
Latin. Our Latin classes are larger 
than in many schools. In the English 
department three days a week are devot
ed to the study of literature and two 
days each are given to composition and 
rhetorical work. Oral composition, de
bates,etc., form a part of the regular 
work. The students are given frequent 
opportunity to give talks in the 
auditorium as a part of the regular 
class work. 

A Freshman Oratorical Contest was 
to have been given about the middle of 
May but on account of school closing 
earlier the contest will not be given this 
year. 

This year a First Aid room has been 
equipped. If a child is sick or meets with 
an accident while at school he is taken 
to this room and receives attention 
without delay. 

In this connection it may be stated 
that every child in school receives 
medical inspection. This year Mrs. 
Byrd, the Social Service worker of the 
county, assisted. 

The school is provided with sanitary 
drinking founts . Sanitary towels are 
furnished the entire school. Several 
shower baths in the building are enjoy-

ed by the gymnasium students. 
Mrs. J. S. Rickards has charge ofthe 

girl's gymnasium classes. The girls 
have shown great interest in physical 
culture work. 

Equipment value of the Domestic 
Science department is about $400.00. 
There is a screened laboratory equip
ped for 16 girls with dining room equip
ment to serve six. This work is done in 
the 8th and lOth grades. The 8th grade 
have simple cooking closing with a 
luncheon. The lOth grade advanced 
cooking ending with the serving of 
luncheon and dinners. 

For several weeks this department 
served hot luncheon to the students 
and teachers for 10 cents a plate. The 
classes often served as many as 35 on 
one day. The work was done to show 
that the plan is feasible. 

The classes study canning and.pre
serving to learn the best methods of 
using vegetables and fruits found in 
this section of the state. 

In drying vegetables the girls are 
learning the most economical methods. 
Three methods are being used, the out
door oven, oven and electric fan drying. 
An electric fan has been borrowed from 
the Red Cross headquarters for the 
purpose, and daily experiments are 
being made. Most of the vegetables 
which have been dried will be used to 
learn the best method of cooking the 
dried product. 

At the County Fair this department 
placed on exhibit war breads, cookies 
made with various substitutes,rice, 
corn meal, potato, Irish and sweet, 
oatmeal, etc. The lOth and 12th grades 
have advanced work in Domestic 
Science, Dietetics and House planning. 

DOMESTIC ART 
The Domestic Art work is done in a 

large pavilion near the main building. 
The equipment includes sewing ma
chines, chairs, tables and cupboards. 
Sewing is taught in the 7th and 9th 
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grades. The last three months of this 
year will be entirely devoted to Red 
Cross activities. The 9th grade spent 
six weeks sewing in Red Cross head
quarters on the hospital shirts. The 
same grade are now planning their 
wardrobes for the coming year, spend
ing not more than $100 each. 

The 7th grade are now preparing 
booklets on the textile materials, show
ing the prominent materials of each 
class as well as samples, present prices 
and uses of same. 

A manual training department is 
provided for the boys. The equipment 
value is $400. The shop work is done in 
a building near the school house. This 
building has been rented by the School 
Board. The boys have made taborets, 
library articles and many useful 
articles of furniture. 

There is a special supervision of 
Music and Art. A beautiful new Kran
ish Bach Grand Piano was bought for 
the auditorium this year. There are two 
other pianos, one in the H. S. Assembly 
Hall and the other in the Kindergarten. 

The high school girl's glee club has 
appeared to advantage in public on 
several occasions. 

There is in the school a stringed 
quintet composed of H. S. girls and a H. 
S. mixed quartet. 

The music classes in the lower grades 
this year gave a successful Red Cross 
Benefit. 

The Art for the lower grades is more 
or less on the lines of Industrial Art. 

The 5th and 6th grades are making 
Red Cross Scrap Books for wounded 
soldiers. 

The high school girls have done 
splendid work in designing with 
enamelac and temperine. 

The high school girls assist in 
Prima ry Art work. In this way they get 
practical training in teaching. 

The Ft. Lauderdale school has al
ways taken great interest in athletics. 

In 1915 the Fort Lauderdale High 
School won the R. E. Hall trophy cup in 
the annual high school county meet, 
this being the first time that this school 
has won, Miami having won the two 
previous years . A team was also sent to 
the State meet but did not win any
thing. 

In 1916 a Dual meet was held be
tween Miami and L. H. S. in which L. H. 
S. won by a close score of 45-41, thus 
establishing a claim on the shield 
which was to go to the team that was 
first to win it three years. 

A relay cup was put up on the same 
terms. L. H . S. also won the relay. A 
team which was sent to the state 

accounted for 11 points, all of which 
were made by Watt Gordon. 

In 1917 we duplicated the previous 
year in our annual dual meet with 
Miami, at the time not allowing Miami 
a single first place. The L. H. S. team 
won the Sun Dance Field Cup and also 
the Relay Cup. In the year 1917 this 
school achieved its greatest success. A 
team which was sent to the State Meet 
won the championship of the state of 
Florida. 

In 1918 Miami defeated L. H. S. and 
we did not get any points in the State 
meet. The reason for this low ebb in 
athletics was due to the fact that nearly 
all of our best men were graduated or 
enlisted, so an entirely new team had to 
be developed. 

Basket Ball was started in 1914-1915 
by Mr. Wright and has been continued 
and practiced as one of the leading 
sports. During the last season 1917-
1918, the Basket Ball team cleared $65 
above expenses. This money was used 
to buy new suits and for other incident
al expenses of the track team. 

Our Athletic Field consists of about 
ten acres known as the Stranahan 
Park. A Basket Ball Court is located 
back of the school building in the gym
nasium and it is probably the best on 
the East Coast. 

Miss lola Marsh's sixth grade class in front of the Fort 
Lauderdale Central School building, May 29, 1919. The 

building, constructed in 1915, housed Fort Lauder
dale High School until the 1960s. 
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Fort Lauderdale High School girls on the beach, 1918. 

Calisthenic exercises as well as the 
Military 17 setting-up exercises were 
used daily under the direction of a 
Military Officer, assisted by the class 
teachers, and found to have been a 
great benefit to all, and should be made 
permanent in the schools, because of 
the great benefit derived from these 
exercises, fitting the body and mind to 
receive school instruction, and keeping 
of the same in healthy condition. 

Calisthenics and setting-up exercises 
are the same as athletics. Generally in 
athletics only a few participate, where
as in these exercises all can take part. 

The patriotic side of the school life is 
not being neglected. The students of the 
school hold over three thousand dollars 
worth of bonds and stamps, one 
thousand being held by the High 
School and two thousand by the 
grades. 

The Junior Red Cross Organization 
is now a hundred per cent membership. 
The work being done by them is show
ing good results. 

Three afternoons each week are be
ing spent in the pavilion under the 
supervision of the different teachers 

and during the first two weeks the 
following shipments have been made 
to Headquarters in Miami: 3 fracture 
pillows, 10 comfort pillows, 150 pro
perty bags, napkins, 24 shot bags, 11 
lbs. tin-foil. 

The next shipment will include one 
knitted blanket, 1 pair socks, made by a 
sixth grade boy, several knitted sweat
ers , set of books as well as Belgian 
garments, property bags and comfort 
pillows. Officers: Pres. J . W. Hogan, 
Vice-Pres . Eleanor Boyd, Treas. 
Chester Hunter, Sect. Geneva Rickard, 
Rep. Grace Rickard, Miss Newton, Sam 
Bostick, Muriel Carrier, Dorothy 
Clune, Helen Howard, Nellie White, 
Chairman of Work Myra Mcllvane. 
[Mcilvaine] 

There are in all cases one teacher to 
each grade and in three grades there 
are two teachers with separate rooms 
for each division. So that no crowded 
condition exists. We believe that in 
general strong work is being done. 

The primary work is under the super
vision of a well trained primary super
visor. 

I 
' 

·I 
Fort Lauderdale High School Prin
cipal Ernst Bratzel with his wife and 
son, standing by the Florida East 
Coast railroad tracks, Fort Lauder
dale, c. 191 Os. 

A kindergarten class occupies one of 
the rooms of the pavilion. The kinder
garten has a modem equipment through
out. This department enrolls children 
from the age of 4 to 6 years. There are 
now 38 children enrolled. Joy in doing 
is the motive of the kindergarten and 
should be the motive of all education. 
Here he learns the beginnings of citizen
ship, principles which are aroused by 
the recognition of the rights of others 
and his duty to the world. All this 
knowledge comes by degrees to the 
child. 

The modern primary school is a liv
ing monument to the influence of the 
kindergarten spirit and instead of re
pression its keynote is activity and self 
expression. 

As citizens of Fort Lauderdale we 
have good reason to be proud of our 
school and should do all in our power to 
help make it the best in the state of 
Florida. 

Our school has been under excellent 
management this year. Not a little 
credit is due Prof. Bratzel. His per
sonality makes him a real leader, a 
man among men. 
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BROWARD'S BUSINESSMEN- 1918 

W. J. REED 

Capt. Wm. J. Reed, the subjectofthis 
sketch, was born in Chicago, Ills., Octo
ber 18th, 1871, nine days after the 
Chicago fire, in an old school house at 
the corner of Calumet and Twenty
sixth Streets. He graduated from the 
public schools in the city of Chicago. 

Capt. Reed is a strong personality 
and can always be found directing, not 
following the lead of other men. He 
entered an Infantry Regiment in 1888, 
and served with distinction through 
the Spanish American War, and was 
retired with the rank of Captain at the 
end of the war. He is easily one of the 
leading men of Broward County. He 
has been mayor of Fort Lauderdale for 
two terms and has just been elected for 
a third term. He has made an excellent 
mayor. He is possessed of the dignity 
and self control needed in an ideal 
mayor. 

Since coming to Broward County he 
has been associated with the R. J. Reed 
& Son Co., in all twenty-two years. 
They have succeeded and the Company 
is among the substantial business organ
izations of this section. 

Captain Reed has a most interesting 
family, his wife and three beautiful 
daughters and two sprightly little sons. 
He has just been elected Major of the 
Home Guards of which he was the 
organizer. He deserved much credit for 
the splendid showing made by the 
Guards. He takes great interest and 
pride in drilling the Company, and we 
feel that he has developed an organiza
tion here that will give a good account 
of themselves should the need come for 
them to defend their country. 

The Captain has an attractive home 
on the Boulevard to the Beach [East 
Las Olas Boulevard]. He believes in our 
State, County and Town, and is in 
every way a most valuable citizen. 

We believe that still greater honors 
await him in the future. Strong mental
ly and physically, he has combined in 
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his makeup all the elements which 
make success possible and sure when 
one desires prestige and success. 

Mayor Reed is a dignified man and 
has been favored by nature both mental
ly and physically. 

W. C. KYLE 

W. C. Kyle, the subject of this sketch, 
was born in Alabama in the year 1885. 
He is the son of a distinguished father 
who was one of the leading orators and 
lawyers of his state. Had he not died 
young he would have become Governor 
of the State of Alabama. 

W. C. Kyle came to Florida when only 
fourteen years of age, and soon after 
his arrival secured a position with a 
railroad. His ability was soon recog
nized and soon gained him rapid pro
motion. He was agent for the East 
Coast Railroad at Fort Lauderdale for 
some time. When he resigned from that 
position he started the Everglades 
Grocery Company. He made a success 
of the business and sold it to Marshall 
and Fidler. He was elected President of 
the Broward County Bank, which is 
one of the strong financial institutions 
of our State. He also organized the 
White Star Auto Line, one of the best 
things ever brought to our city and 
section, of which company he was Presi
dent, thus proving all along the line 
that he is a leader of men. 

When the Drainage District was 
created he was elected one of the 
Trustees and was made President of 
the Board. He is giving much attention 
to the business and it is confidently 
believed that the Board will push the 
drainage to a successful conclusion. 

W. C. Kyle is an intellectual man and 
has succeeded well in every position in 
which he has been placed. He has 
succeeded in a financial way and IS 

today in sound financial condition. 

At the age of thirty-eight he is look
ing to a still more brilliant future. He 
has many friends here, and like most 
strong men has his enemies. Only nega
tive forces can claim everyone as 
friends. Mr. Kyle is not that kind of a 
man. He is fighting for the progress 
and development of Fort Lauderdale 
and Broward County. He has always 
contributed liberally of time and mon
ey where the County or City were ... 
[line missing] .. . continue to grow and 
that old age will find him well prepared 
to look calmly and hopefully on life's 
setting sun. 

A. B. LOWE 

A. B. Lowe was born in Ottawa, Ill., 
January 14, 1873, and came to Florida 
from Hartford City, Ind., August 20, 
1911. He was, before coming to Florida, 
Great Sergeant for the State of Indi
ana, Knights of Maccabees from 1901 
to 1904. He was National President of 
the Window Glass Cutter's Association 
of America with headquarters at Pitts
burgh, Pa., from 1904 to 1906, and he 
had charge of the cutting department 
of the American Window Glass Co., at 
Hartford City, Ind., in 1906 until he 
resigned to come to Florida in 1911. Mr. 
Lowe settled at Davie upon arrival in 
this state, where he has been one of the 
leading citizens and one of its great 
boosters. After each misfortune when 
people would lose heart he has been an 
inspiration, always contending that 
the Glades section was the "Promised 
Land." He is President of the Ever
glades Telephone Co., President of the 
Davie Country Club and sole owner 
and proprietor of the A. B. Lowe Gener
al Merchandise Store at Davie. 

When Broward County was created, 
Mr. Lowe was appointed one of the 
commissioners and was elected chair
man of the Board. He is not only one of 



the strong men of the Board, but is one 
1 ' of the strong men of the county. As 

commissioner he has been both intelli
i gent and energetic in the performance 
l • of the duties coming up for his consider

ation. 
He has stamped himself indelibly 

upon the history of Broward County. 
' He has spent no time fighting people 

who have criticized his public acts, but 
has been satisfied to leave his record to 
speak for itself and for the historian. 

That he is a leader of men is well 
exemplified by his people at Davie 
standing solidly behind him in any 
move he makes. He is one of the strong
est men on the Board and has taken the 

# lead in doing things which he deemed 
for the good ofthe county. 

His leadership of men is due largely 
to the fact that he can control himself. 
When the Broward Drainage District 

··"' was created by the last Legislature, Mr. 
Lowe was appointed one of the Board of 
Supervisors of which body he is prov
ing himself to be a valuable member. 

We predict for Mr. Lowe a still greater 
future than his past. He has many 

• friends in Broward county and will 
increase the number as the years go by. 

J,. 

~· 
l ROBERT J. REED 

Robert J. Reed was born in Chicago, 
t) Ill., November 11, 1850, of good Ameri

can ancestry from whom he inherited 
the true spirit of patriotism. 

He was forced to give up school when 
only 12 years old and began to play his 
part in a business way. He first became 
a messenger boy for theW. U. Delivery 
Co., in 1862, which position he held 
until1864. 

When his father returned from the 
civil war at its close, Robert entered the 
Bryant & Stratton Business College in 
which he took a two years course. He 
was then employed on the Chicago 
Board of Trade, where he acquired a 
more perfect knowledge of men and 
business affairs. He was appointed to a 
position in the mailing department in 
the Chicago post office in 1868 and 
remained in that department for anum
ber of years. He was promoted from 
time to time until he resigned. In 1885 
he was chief of the eastern distributing 
department of the post office. 

He was appointed Chief Deputy Re
corder of Cook County, Ills., and re
mained in that office for eight years. He 

I) then embarked in the real estate and 
fire insurance business. He was gener
al agent for the Massachusetts Mutual 

Life Insurance Co. until he came to Ft. 
Lauderdale in 1901 [should be 1910] 

Col. Reed is a strong personality with 
commanding presence and shows 
marked ability in all positions to which 
he is called. As President of the Ft. 
Lauderdale Board of Trade, he put his 
whole force into the business and suc
ceeded as no one else had done in 
putting Ft. Lauderdale on the map. He 
takes great interest in our schools and 
churches and is the highest type of a 
Christian gentleman. 

No man has ever come to our section 
of Florida who has done more than he 
to build up our town and surrounding 
country. He has brought the very best 
element of Northern people here who 
will prove great factors in the develop
ment of South Florida. 

Such men as Col. Reed are known by 
their works. His character and ability 
would fit him for Congress or the Gover
nor of a state. The public has already 
learned to depend upon him when they 
need his guiding hand, and he never 
fails them. He is a pleasing and forceful 
speaker, and is deservedly popular 
with our people, who understand what 
he has done and is doing to develop 
Broward county. We are fortunate that 
we have him for a citizen and we are 
pleased that his admiration for this 
section increases with his years. His 
office in the Gilbert Hotel Building is 
one of the best equipped in our city and 
is a central point where people always 
find a hearty welcome. 

DR. I. D. KENDRICK 

The subject of this sketch, Dr. I. D. 
Kendrick, was born at White Springs, 
Florida, so long ago that he claims to 
have no memory of the occasion. After 
spending a number of years fighting 
the battles of boyhood and completing 
the schooling his native town afforded, 
he entered the Florida Normal College. 
After completing this course, he en
tered the Southern Dental College from 
which he graduated with the degree of 
D.D.S. in 1904. After receiving his de
gree from school Dr. Kendrick im 
mediately opened an office and began 
carpentering teeth, repairing old ones 
and making new ones. 

He united with the "Florida Dental 
Society" upon beginning practice and 
has continued an active member of 
[line missing] ... a few years spent in 
practice in his home town, Dr. Kendrick 
moved to Key West where he built up a 
very successful practice. But when this 

.tst coast country began its rapid 
development, the Doctor invested in 
considerable land in this section and 
moved here with his family during the 
summer of 1913. 

Fort Lauderdale was a small town 
then, but the doctor soon built up a 
profitable business, which has grown 
steadily with the town. Dr. Kendrick 
has now had more than thirteen years 
of continuous dental practice and has a 
regular patronage here. 

Besides his dental business Dr. Kend
rick has a large bearing grape fruit 
grove in the Homestead district which 
takes most of his holidays and is a 
source of considerable income. The doc
tor has been a property owner in this 
city for four years past but sold his 
home a short time ago. 

FRED BARRETT 

Few men have come to Florida who 
have succeeded better than Fred Bar
rett. His affability has made him 
thousands of friends in Florida. He is a 
man of broad common sense and he 
has met with unusual success in a 
business way. Already he has accum
ulated enough of the world's goods to 
guarantee the evening of his life 
against possible want. He is liberal and 
is always willing to do his full part to 
help the unfortunate. 

He is one of the biggest farmers in 
Broward County and makes a success 
of the business. He also owns valuable 
property in Miami and other parts of 
Florida. He came to Florida from the 
great state of New York and brought 
with him the progressive ideas which 
have aided him so much in the success
ful career that he has had in Florida. 
He has a wife and daughter whose 
refinement and social qualities add 
much to the life and happiness of Mr. 
Barrett. In business he is aggressive 
and could have made a success on Wall 
Street had he gone to New York City 
and butted the exchange market. 

The longer we know him the better 
we appreciate him. Some men impress 
the business world without an effort 
and inspire confidence which always 
brings success. He came to Florida 
more than twenty years ago and 
married a Florida girl and has himself 
become a thorough Floridian. He prais
es, he does not knock our State. Such 
men build, they do not tear down. Look
ed at from every angle Mr. Barrett must 
be considered a most valuable citizen of 
our great State. 
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Herbert C. Davis, early engineer for both Broward 
County and the City of Fort Lauderdale. This photo
graph was taken in the 1950s, near the end of his 
illustrious career. Davis's report on the status of 

Broward County roads in 1918 is reprinted on pages 
30-31 of this issue. Photo courtesy of the Fort Lauder
dale Historical Society. 
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