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Behind the Scene _______________ _ 
It is virtually impossible to describe any facet of 

Broward County 's history without taking into consi 
deration the waterways which surround and penetrate 
the land . Numerous articles in past issues of Bio ward 
Legacy have underscored the importance of the Atlan
tic Ocean, the Everglades, natural rivers, inlets, and 
marshes, and man made canal s in the count y 's develop
ment. In this issue Dr. Cooper K irk, Broward Count y 
Historian, examines Broward's waterways as a whole, 
analyzing the impact of water on man and man on 
water from the earliest recorded accounts to the com 
pletion of Port Everglades in 1928. Ironically, as this 
article demonstrates, waterways have presented some 
of the greatest opportunities and some of the most 
formidable obstacles in the settlement of the county. 
In his attempt to master the waters, man has changed 
the region's geography and created much of its history. 

The enthusiasm with which Broward boosters 
and builders reshaped land and water is illustrated in a 
1920 Fort Lauderdale Sentinel article entitled "Proof 
That Dreams Do Come True." The Sentinel's unabash 
ed excitement over the transformation of mangrove 
swampland into the ldlewyld subdivision offers insight 
into an age when the notion of conquering the wilder 
ness was still a guiding force for most south Floridians. 

The role of one particularly large and prominent 
family in taming the southeast Florida wilderness is 
highlighted in the second half of genealogist J . L. 
"Sam" Heede's article, "Our Bryan Pioneers." The 
first part of this article, published in the Summer/Fall 
1984 issue of Broward Legacy, traced the descendants 
of William James Bryan as they helped settle Dania and 
Hallandale. The conclusion focuses on the numerous 
descendants of William's brother, Lewis Hawthorne 
Bryan. Several members of Lewis's family helped build 
the Florida East Coast Railway through the New River 
region, and settled there in the tiny village of Fort 

EASTER LILY GATES 
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Lauderdale. Over the years, these Bryans and their 
offspring have been in the forefront of Fort Lauder · 
dale's and Broward County's agricultural, business, 
and civic affairs. 

With the bul k of the county's history taking 
place in the twentieth century, students of Broward 
history are f ortunate to be able to obtain priceless 
first -person accounts from many of the early pioneers. 
One of the most outstanding of these pioneers, George 
W. English II, tells his own story in a 1982 interview 
conducted by Dr. Cooper Kirk and printed here in 
condensed form. Mr. English served Fort Lauderdale 
as city attorney from 1928 to 1939, established a 
thriving private legal practice, dealt in real estate, and 
was instrumental in founding two banks. A preserver 
as well as a maker of history, he helped found the Fort 
Lauderdale Historical Society. His activities brought 
him in contact with most of Broward County's other 
business and government leaders, and his reminiscences 
cover sixty years of county history, including the 
boom, the bust, and the post-World War II population 
explosion. 

Attempts to attract new residents from the 
North and West, a theme familiar to today's Broward 
Countians, is the subject of "The Most Desirable New 
Settlers," originally published in The Miami Metro
polis in 1897. At a time when colonization programs 
were being sponsored qy the F.E.C. railway to popu · 
late this newly- opened frontier, the Metropolis advised 
against importing "greenhorns," since they were un 
accustomed to south Florida farming techniques. A 
second Metropolis article from 1897, "Housekeeping 
in Florida," possibly aimed at the wives of the "green 
horns," offers recipes and tips on insect control which 
today's readers may find as informative and helpful 
as they were when first published, eighty-eight years 
ago. 

Copyright, 1985 by the Broward 
County Historical Commission. All rights 
reserved. No part of this work may be 
reproduced or copied in any form by 
any means, whether graphic, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying, 
recording, taping or information and 
retrieval systems, without permission of 
the publisher. 

With th e dea th of Mrs. l.a tcs a living landmark has departed from th e 
Broward Cou nty scene. 

Broward Legacy is published semi
annually by the Broward County Hi stor
ical Commission. Location and mailing 
address: L. Clayton Nance Historical 
Building, 1 00-B South New River Drive 
East, Fort Lauderdale, F L 33301. 
Telephone: (305) 765 - 5872. Single price 
copy : $3 plus tax ; annual subscription : 
$6 plus tax. Back issues are available . 

Easter Lily gained many distinc tions during her long, produc tive life. 
For sixty-four years she graced th e Broward arena, and for forty o f those years 
she held an elective county office, retiring in ] 969 , full of laurels bes towed upon 
her by a gra te ful citizenry. An inimitable story- tell er of the events she partici
pated in and observed, she mad e Broward Coun ty histo ry come alive. Her un
published memoirs augm ents this history. She ornamented each of th e first 
twelve annual Broward Coun ty Pioneer Days in her role as o ffi cial pioneer hostess. 

Through her hard work, self-denial, sincerity and guilelessness, Easter 
Lily demonstrated that a woman could hold public office in a domain dominated 
by men, and still retain the affection and esteem of her fellow Broward Countians. 
That she will be sorely missed is a terrible understatement for a woman who 
became a legend during her own lifetime. 

Unless otherwise noted, photographs 
are from the archives of the Historica l 
Commission. 

Neither the Board of County Com 
missioners of Broward County , Florida, 
nor the Broward County Historical Com 
mission is responsible for the statements, 
conclusions or observations herein con
tained, such matters being the sole 
respo nsibility of the authors. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF 
BROWARD COUNTY 

WATERWAYS 

To comprehend the development of 
Broward County's waterways and their 
role in contributing to the county's pros
perity, it is necessary to understand their 
re lationship to the Everglades and its out
fall, the Atlantic Ocean. The county's 
history has been dominated by the im
pact of the Everglades and the latter's 
dominance of the county's waterways. 
The Atlantic also contributed to the 
development and wealth of the county by 
serving as a barrier to Everglades silt 
entirely emptying into it, a barrier which 
formed the potentially valuable man
grove swamps and lagoons located up to a 
mile inland. But until this swamp area 
could be conquered and utilized for 
residences and recreation activities, devel
opment of the beach and adjacent area 
proved an impossible task for early 
settlers. I 

Could southeast Florida pioneers have 
been privy to a personified dialogue 
among the Everglades, natural and arti
ficial waterways, and the Atlantic Ocean, 
they could have grasped the positive sym
biosis of this triad. Bereft of this, still 
the mysterious and blustering harmony 
of the triad, while escaping direct obser
vation, was intuitively grasped by entre
preneurs and visionaries. To most pio
neers a harmonious relationship between 
the triad seemed out of the question , but 
eventually visionaries and practical men 
joined forces and , by corrective adjust
ments, brought a utilitarian, observable, 
though still partial, harmony to the acti
vities of the Everglades, waterways and 
ocean triad. In the case of Broward Coun
ty the visionaries and practical men 
created a wonderful fairyland which has 
surpassed the alluring dreams of the 
Grimm Brothers. 

2 BROWARD LEGACY 

by COOPER KIRK 

It was only seventy years ago that 
Broward County came into corporate 
existence on October 1, 1915. Carved 
from Palm Beach and Dade counties, its 
name honors Napoleon Bonaparte Brow
ard, one of Florida's greatest governors. 
The county embraces the coastal area 
from the Hillsboro River on the north to 
the Rio Ratones River, known as Snake 
Creek, on the south.2 

Floridians and transients learned about 
the extent and character of the Ever
glades during the Second Seminole War 
of 1835 to 1842. Until then, the region 
had remained a mystery. John Lee Wil
liams, an expert on Florida topography 
who did not believe in the existence of 
Lake Okeechobee, the primary source 
of the Everglades, omitted the lake in 
his 1837 map of Florida. The first de
tailed maps and the first fragmentary 
descriptions of the Everglades came 
from the explorations and cartographic 
productions by United States Army and 
Navy officers, while civilian observers 
traveling with the army gave the public 
very readable accounts of the seemingly 
tangled Everglades. These accounts, how
ever, dealt mainly with the miseries of 
fighting in and marching through them. 
These officers and authors believed that 
not only were the Everglades a waste, but 
that they were a formidable if not a fatal 
barrier to the development of civilization 
in south Florida. 3 

But after the war ended and after 
numerous explorers reported the richness 
of Everglades soil and food sources, poli
tical and economic leaders on the pen in
su la began to conside r the possibilities 
inherent in this enormous inland sea. In 
1847, in response to the Florida Legisla-

ture's interest in the drainage and recla 
mation of the Everglades, United States 
Senator J. D. Westcott, Jr., of Florida 
requested that United States Secretary of 
the Treasury Robert J. Walker appoint an 
agent to "reconnaisance" or examine 
these lands and to file a report regarding 
the practicability of reclaiming the Ever
glades. It was Westcott's intention that 
the report be laid before Congress at its 
next session. Secretary Walker appointed 
Buckingham Smith of St. Augustine as 
agent. Thus, Smith corresponded with 
military officers and other individuals who 

Scholar, statesman, and diplomat Buck· 
ingham Smith explored the Everglades 
and prepared an 1848 report to the Uni· 
ted States treasury secretary 
reclamation (photo courtesy 
Augustine Historical Society) . 
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had practical knowledge of the Ever
glades. Although not dissatisfied with this 
type of positive material gathering, for 
it bolstered his own preconceived no
tions, Smith made a thorough explora
tion of the area generally considered to 
be the Everglades. Invariably, the reports 
that he received regarding the drainage 
and reclamation of the swamps were fa
vorable in part or whole. To these he add
ed his own glowing and optimistic con
elusions. Smith's detailed report to Se
cretary Walker in 1848 became the basis 
of all well- informed conceptions about 
the Everglades in the nineteenth cen
tury. 4 

One portion of his own report , which 
described the Everglades in general, fit 
the condition of the Everglades of the 
future Broward County: 

Imagine a vast lake of fresh water 
extending in every direction from shore 
to shore beyond the reach of human 
vision, ordinarily unruffled by a ripple 
on its surface, studded with thousands of 
islands of various sizes, from one quarter 
of an acre to hundreds of acres in area, 

which are generally covered wi th dense 
thickets of shrubbery and vines. 

The surrounding waters, except in 
places that at first seem like channelways 
(but which are not), are covered with 
the tall sawgrass, shooting up its straight 
and slender stem from the shallow bot
tom of the lake to the height often of 
ten feet above the surface and covering 
all but a few rods around from your 
view. 

The water is pure and limpid, and al
most imperceptibly moues, not in partial 
currents, but as it seems, in a mass, silent
ly and slowly to the southward. 

Lilies and other aquatic flowers of 
every variety and hue are to be seen on 
every side, in pleasant contrast with the 
pale green of the sawgrass, and as you 
draw near an island the beauty of the 
scene is increased by the rich foliage and 
blooming flowers of the wild myrtle and 
the honeysuckle and other shrubs and 
vines that generally adorn its shores. 

The profound and wild solitude of the 
place, the solemn silence that pervades 
it .. . add to the awakened and excited 
curiosity feelings bordering on awe. 

his 1841 military map delineating the "Distri.:t temporarily assigned to the Seminole 
Ind ians" was among the earliest showing the Everglades and Lake Okeechobee with any 
degree of detail or accuracy. 

No human being, civilized or savage, 
inhabits the interior of the Glades. The 
Se minoles reside in the region between 
the Glades and the Gulf Coast. 

Acting through the Florida Legislature, 
land speculators and agricultural visiona
ries alerted Congress to the feasibility and 
desirability of draining and reclaiming the 
Everglades and other wastelands in the 
state.5 

Through the efforts of Senator West
cott and other legislators, the swamp and 
overflowed land grant act was enact' d 
and, by amendment, made applicable to 
all the states. Under this act, approved by 
Congress on September 28, 1850, twenty 
million acres of land eventually were 
patented or deeded to the State of Flori
da which could reclaim the swamp and 
overflowed land within its limits by any 
legal means it saw fit. 

In 1855 the Florida Legislature crea
ted the legal entity, the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund to administer 
this vast acreage of which the Everglades 
roughly composed twenty- five percent. 
The governor, comptroller, treasurer, 
attorney general, the commissioner of 
agriculture, and their successors, com
prised the trustees. For more than a gene
ration after the Civil War, poverty and the 
sumptuary laws of Florida prevented 
development of the twenty million acres 
of unusable lands except in fringe areas. 
Instead of draining and reclaiming the 
swamp lands, the Florida Legislature 
violated the intent of Congress by grant
ing vast acreage to railroad and canal 
companies. The giveaway was so exten
sive that, by 1904, from fifteen to eight
een million acres had been granted to 
those land-hungry companies that did 
nothing to drain and reclaim them. In 
effect, the land entrepreneurs controlled 
the destiny of Florida because they 
owned, by outright gift, forty percent of 
the land in the state, including valuable 
parts of the Everglades. The Flagler 
railway interests benefited the most 
when they gained land along the Atlantic 
coast. Although it was the most undeve
loped portion of Florida, its potential 
value was greater. Thus matters rested 
until Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's con
troversial 1904 gubernatorial campaign. 6 

As Florida entered the twentieth 
century the Everglades was as primeval 
as it had been when Buckingham Smith 
surveyed it in 1848. Except for a few 
enthusiasts, drainage and reclamation 
seemed an impossible task. Even the 
huge Flagler interests had no intention 
of digging more than the few drainage 
ditches which they had needed to protect 
and enhance their interests when they 
extended the Florida East Coast Railway 
along the coast from West Palm Beach to 
Miami in 1896. In 1900 the few poor 
settlers along the Atlantic from Deer
field to Hallandale found themselves at 
the mercy of the water which flowed 
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Lake Worth, seen here on an 1838 mili
tary map, was one of the series of natural 
waterways parallel to Florida's east 
coast which were connected to form the 
Intracoastal Waterway. 

eastward from the Everglades and in un
dated the· crops and primitive dwellings. 
Flooded fields and dwellings left them 
bewildered. 7 

It remained for John B. Mizelle of 
Jacksonville's Times- Union and Citizen 
to relate, in terms the general public 
could understand, the effects of the Ever
glades on the lower south Florida coast. 
In January 1903, he explained the func
tions of the Everglades and its waterways. 

For a more complete description [of 
the Everglades] we will compare this 
wonderful formation to a large bowl with 
two rims, the inner basin to consist of 
Lake Okeechobee, a small inland sea 
within itself. 

The normal condition of the Glades 
proper is rarely ever affected as to the 
depth of water on the surface until the 
inner basin is taxed by its tributaries 
beyond its capacity to relieve itself by 
the flow of water down the Caloosa
hatchee River which flows into the Gulf 

4 BROWARD LEGACY 

of Mexico, except such as flows to the 
east through the numerous small rivers 
and streams that flow into the Atlantic 
on the east coast side. 

A ll these short rivers on the Atlantic 
coast side have been produced in prehis
toric times by some ex traordinary head 
of water overflowing the inner basin 
which is Lake Okeechobee, it being by 
far the deepest portion of the basin. And 
being unable to force its way down the 
Caloosahatchee River, sought the most 
available places to force its way to the 
eastward across th e outer basin which has 
a narrow rock rim in most places within a 
few miles of the coast. But (or this rock 
rim small rivers would long since have 
penetrated far into the interior, and 
would have unaided, accomplished im
measurably a complete drainage system 
for this vast territory, but for the fact 
that the force of water was not sufficient
ly strong to remove this rock {ormation. 8 

Inherent in Mi zelle's concept are the 
notions that a catastrophic head of water, 
surpassing that of " prehistoric times," 
could cut additional rivers through the 
"narrow rock rim," and could increase 
the number of current small ri vers that 
flow into the Atlantic. Thus, nature 
would perfect nature. Included is the pos
sibility that the Everglades played an ex
tensive role in determining such south 
Florida features as inlets, mangrove 
swamps, lagoons , and those offshore 
islands some European cartographers 
drew on many pre-nineteenth century 
maps. But only cataclysmic confronta
tions between Everglades water and those 
of the Atlantic during stormy seasons 
could adequately account for major topo
graphical changes.9 

More than one hundred years earl ier 
Gerhard De Brahm, the British surveyor 
for the southern colonies during the 
1760s, had reached a similar concl usion. 
His description of the violent confronta
tion between Everglades water and the 
raging Atlantic implies that he had wit
nessed an offshore storm that affected 
the course of the New River and the 
marshes for several thousand feet inland: 

The great Rains in May 1765 filled this 
River (Rio Nuevo) and its marshes with 
so much water that its weight within and 
the Sea without by Force of the N.E. 
gales demolished the Bank and made this 
Inlet between 25th and 30th May 1765. 
17 common miles to the No. of this inlet 
is a fine fresh water spring, issuing out of 
a Rock on the Beach. 1 o 

Several observations may be gleaned 
from DeBrahm's statements about the 
atmospheric and topographical condi
tions that prevailed along the southeast 
Florida coast. His retention of the Span
ish nomenclature assigned to such rivers 
as Rio Nuevo, Rio Blanco, and Rio Boca 

Ratones along the southeast Florida coast 
indicate the chronological antiquity that 
the rivers had attained among Europeans 
by mid-eighteenth century. The spring of 
fresh water, issuing out of a rock on the 
beach north of Hillsboro Inlet, lent cre
dibility to cartographic renderings which 
shifted the location and direction of 
coastal rivers for more than a century. 
Succeeding mapmakers displayed their 
professionalism by revising maps which 
were outdated by new streams, bays, and 
inlets which resulted from the competi
tion between the ocean and land waters 
for the same space. Hydraulic pressure 
from the east forced the land water in the 
Hillsboro area to submerge until it reach
ed a yielding location under a rock on the 
present Deerfield Beach littoral. That 
this stream had been absorbed by other 
waters within three quarters of a century 
is evident in that no maps or literature or 
correspondence from or since the Second 
Seminole War (1835-1842) indicate the 
existence of this stream. 11. 

Within three years after Florida had 
become United States property , the 
federal government contemplated the 
construction of a military road from St. 
Augustine to Biscayne Bay. The govern
ment contracted with Colonel James 
Gadsden to survey a route and to com
ment upon the feasibility and cost of 
such a roadway. Gadsden completed his 
favorable report in August 1825. He es
timated that construction would cost 
$28,700, including necessary bridges. He 
commented extensively upon the topo 
graphy of the Atlantic coastal region. Be
cause his was the first in-depth survey of 
the region, it contains graphic in forma
tion about such factors as the primeval 
condition of rivers, littorals, Everglades 
encroachment, inlets, and tides which 
might affect the construction of the 
military road. 

Gadsden noted that one general fea
ture of the coastal strip was its alluvial 
deposit which had been formed by suc
cessive encroachments toward the Atlan
tic. As a result, a chain of inlets and fresh
water lakes extended along the greater 
part of the distance from St. Augustine 
to Biscayne Bay. A narrow barrier of 
beach and sand hills separated the forma
tions from the ocean. Shallow entrances 
appeared at intervals. 12 

Gadsden described a marshland, inter
rupted only by elevated pine barrens, 
which extended west of the inlets, sounds, 
and freshwater lakes to the Everglades : 

On the west of these inlets and lakes is 
a parallel chain of sand hills from 1!1 to 
1,/2 of a mile wide intersected by incon
siderable pine flats and oak hammocks; 
the western base of which is washed by 
another succession of smaller lakes or 
saw grass ponds and swamps occasional
ly connected with each other by natural 
canals- To the west of these ponds com-



mence the pine planes and saw palmetto 
surface common to low latitudes, varying 
in the character of their surface and ele
vation, and more intersected by grassy 
and cypress ponds as y ou descend south, 
until they are lost in communication with 
the Everglades, or submerged flats of 
Cape Florida spotted with small islands 
of pine, palmetto, etc. 

Although he labored under primitive 
conditions and operated with rudimenta
ry equipment, Gadsden recognized at that 
early date the existence of the Everglades 
basin. Presciently, he ascribed to it the 
source of "almost all the rivers which in
tersect and flow through the promontory 
of Florida. "1 3 

Gadsden proposed that the military 
road be constructed on the pine barrens 
from St. Augustine to Jupiter Inlet. But 
south of the inlet, the rivers and marsh. 
lands , attributable to the Everglades over
flow, necessitated a different location for 
the roadbed . He ascertained that only the 
beach could furnish a practical roadbed 
south of the inlet to Biscayne Bay, a dis
tance of some seventy-four miles, stating: 
"The beach at low tide is spacious and 
firm with the ocean on the east and sand 
hills and chain of fresh water ponds or 
lakes on the west sufficiently convenient 
to furnish to the traveller an abundant 
supply of water." 14 

Gadsden found the Everglades and en
virons to be a formidable barrier. Water, 
ranging in depth from five inches to three 
feet, barred his way. Of the south Florida 
rivers fed by the Everglades, only Middle 
and New rivers would necessitate the 
utiiization of ferries. And William Cooley 
and a "Mr. Williams" offered to operate a 

ferry at the New River inlet. Gadsden no
ticed that the inlets on many rivers which 
passed through southern, coastal man
grove swamps either had changed or 
closed. He discerned that the whole At
lantic coast of Florida presented evidence 
of these struggles between the ocean and 
river currents, the former striving to close 
and the latter struggling to maintain an 
outlet for their waters. Rio Seco, Spanish 
River, had been closed by a sandbar. Al
though Middle River was fordable at its 
mouth, sand had reduced New River 
Inlet to a four foot depth . Gadsden fore
saw that the closing of Middle River In
let and the consequent diversion of its 
waters to New River would, in all proba
bility, counteract the ocean's effect on 
the inlet.1 5 

An ingenious explorer operating in a 
pristine jungle, Gadsden assembled a ro
bust group of assistants and had acquired 
rudimentary cartographic notes and maps. 
The 1822 H. S. Tanner map was the most 
valuable tool. In general, it correctly 
located and profiled the short rivers and 
natural waterways to their sources, which 
extended no more than ten miles inland, 
in what is present-day Broward County. 
The Tanner map delil •.;ated ten water
ways. They ranged from the Natural Cut 
in the north, which connected the Hills· 
boro River with Boca Ratone Sound, to 
Rio Ratones in the south. As later and 
more accurate maps confirm, except for 
the various inlets, none of these water
ways had such a well defined and reason
ably permanent route as New River.1 6 

While numerous travelers and explor
ers exclaimed upon the heavy but in con
sistent rainfall in south Florida, it prob
ably did not exceed Broward County's 
annual sixty inches. In early March 1838, 

JO 
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The importance of various bodies of water to the natural topography of the Broward 
County area is evident on the 1856 lves Map, prepared by the army during the Third 
Seminole War. 

Lieutenant Levin M. Powell of the Uni 
ted States Navy explored the sources of 
the various waterways. He recorded that 
his topographical ex pedition suffered 
from a lack of recent rains, a result of the 
winter dry season . Later that month, 
however, about 525 American troops 
under Colonel James Bankhead had to 
wade and struggle through water and mud 
up to their hips in their ill- fated effort 
to capture Seminole Indians at Pine 
Island. Thus, the military had faced the 
seasonal rainfall and floods which would 
plague twentieth century farmers w:w 
raised crops and transported them by 
boat to market.17 

Three weeks after Bankhead's skirm
ish at Pine Island, United States Army 
Surgeon Jacob R. Motte sailed in a gov
ernment vessel on New River. He found 
a fairy wonderland : 

The river is separated from the Allan
lie by only a narrow neck of land, about 
10 miles long and 50 yards wide, its 
course being for that distance south and 
perfectly straight, parallel with the sea
beach. 

Jls waters were actually alive with fish 
of every description, immense numbers of 
which were seen swimming about the 
Steamer. We were struck also with the 
beautiful color of the bottom, which 
resembled a magnificent brussels carpet, 
the water toward the mouth of the river 
being so pellucid and clear that we could 
see the bottom at a depth of 20 feet ... 
A vast number of shells of every descrip
tion and of the most vivid hues were in
terspersed at the river bottom with all 
kinds of colors of pebbles, presenting 
at every movement the various arrange
ments of the kaleidoscope, which with 
every turn presen ts a new and if possible 
more beautiful combination. The river, 
the scenery, and in fact everything 
around appeared to wear a different 
aspect from the rest of the world. 

Dr. Motte's fervent Indian-chasing at 
the moment prevented his catching some 
of the numerous fish, a pleasure not 
denied soldiers later stationed at Fort 
Lauderdale. 1B 

Motte's friend, Major William Lauder
dale of the Tennessee Volunteers, also 
made an interesting discovery in March 
1838. Lauderdale found that a stream 
had its source in a swamp, and that 
several miles further it flowed into Dumb
founding Lake. The shallow clear lake 
was one mile in diameter. The narrow and 
deep Rio Ratones, known to Americans 
as Snake Creek, flowed from the southern 
end. The sub-soil rock ledge prevented 
the river from flowing eastward. Where
upon, it flowed . southeast and emptied 
into Biscayne Bay. Recently formed and 
uncontained waterways flowed into 
sloughs and shallow lakes, re-emerged, 
tunneled through the soft topsoil, accept-
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ed accretions from numerous bights, and 
emptied into bays, lagoons, and the 
ocean. 19 

Lieutenant J. C. Ives was a United 
States Army topographer during the 
Third Seminole War (1853-1858). Secre
tary of War Jefferson Davis assigned him 
the task of reviewing the maps and cor
respondence emanating from the Second 
Seminole War. The objective was to re 
vise the military map of south Florida. 
In 1856 Ives published his detailed map 
of south Florida. This guide was made 
more valuable by the Memoir which ac
companied it. The Memoir concentrates 
in delineating the most feasible combina
tion land and water route for the military 
from Fort Jupiter on the east coast to 
Fort Myers on the gulf. Ives recorded that 
Lake Worth was twenty miles in length, 
and that the Little Hillsboro River took 
its rise from a slough and was only seven 
feet wide at its source at the southern 
~nd of Lake Worth. Ives noted that after 
the Little Hillsboro emerged from Lake 
Boca Ratones it became a stream fifty 
feet wide, was lined with mangroves, and 
increased in size to its mouth, five miles 
distant, where it became a quarter of a 
mile in width. Ives pointed out that a 
stream of these dimensions would confine 
its traffic to canoes and rowboats. This 
was particularly true of the Hillsboro, 
where the inlet permitted traffic that 
drew less than two feet. The Memoir 
combined Middle River and New River 
into New River Sound and depicted lhe 
sound as broadening to 300 yards before 
it narrowed at the inlet at present- day 
Hollywood. Ives insisted that, because of 
the abundance of water and swamps, 
the most practical method of travel from 
Lake Worth to Fort Dallas, on Biscayne 
Bay, must be by water. Much of that 
combination water /land route traversed 
Broward County?O 

Four men are known to have been 
domicilec. in the area of present Broward 
County from the closing of the military 
establishment Fort Lauderdale in Februa
ry 1842 until 1880. Only one has con
tributed to our knowledge of the area's 
waterways. Edward Basely, who sur
vived the 1836 Cooley massacre, farmed 
along New River in the late 1870s, after 
which he disappeared from history. 
Washington Jenkins was keeper of the 
United States Life- Saving Station No. 4, 
established in 1876 at Birch State Park. 
His varied career was mainly in Miami and 
Key West. John J. "Pig" Brown floated 
around as another mysterious figure. 
After his election to the Florida Legisla
ture in 1876, he disappeared from the 
New River area. The fourth man, how
ever, did more than contribute to our 
knowledge of Broward County's waters 
through exploration. Charles Pierce also 
left a manuscript which noted the cus
toms, lifestyles, biographies, and topo
graphy of southeast Florida. The 1880 
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census lists him as the only inhabitant 
living on New River. He died in the 
1930s, but his namesake son contributed 
to the growth of county waterways 
during his long banking career in Fort 
Lauderdale.21 

Besides Pierce, who also explored in 
the twentieth century, Dr. James A. 
Henshall and Ralph M. Munroe dominat
ed county exploration during the early 
1880s. They had a keen eye for observ
ing the waterways, flora , and fauna. Hen
shall made two water excursions to south 
Florida from Cincinnati. But it was on 
his 1882 trip that he made his most 
thorough exploration and recorded his 
most striking observations about water
ways. After Henshall and his companions 
sailed the Rambler on New River, he 
observed: 

Rushing in and out with the tide al 
New River, fishes can be seen by the thou
sands, which snatch at anything, even a 

Island, the scene of the military skir · 
mish in 1838. Near where present-day 
State Road 84 crosses, Henshall dis· 
covered the source of the fork in a cy
press slough. He noted "The 'sloughs' is 
a margin of tall grasses and shrubs of 
very luxuriant growth intersected by 
numerous small streams . . . Getting) 
through this we finally emerged into 
the Everglades - seemingly a sea of 
waving green grasses, with innumerable 
islands of all sizes. But these grasses are 
all growing in water, clear and limpid, 
with channels a few feet wide, diverging 
and crossing in every direction ... " 23 

After he passed through the cypress 
belt, he went up some of the numerous 
small streams that flowed into the belt, 
and entered an enchanting aspect of the 
Everglades. It was "unique, there is 
nothing like it anywhere else." Strain· 
ing for descriptive words, he recorded: 

As far as the eye can reach stretches 

By 1920, despite Everglades drainage and expanding settlement, parts of New River re
tained their natural appearance (photo courtesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society). 

bit of rag Lied Lo the hook and thrown to 
them by a strong handline. We Look ere
valle from Len Lo thirty pounds, always 
large ones here, never less than ten 
pounds. By anchoring a boat in mid
stream they can be speared or grained as 
they swim by, often pursued by sharks 
and porpoises. Mr. Jenkins takes them 
in this way up to forty pounds, and cures 
and smokes them. 

Cut off from civilization and its sup
plies, Washington Jenkins supplemented 
his meager diet with fish drawn from the 
river, thus perpetuating a dietary tradi
tion the Indians at Pine Island had fol
lowed for many years.22 

Indians attracted Henshall because of 
the mystery with which Americans had 
clothed them. He and his companions 
voyaged upstream on the south fork of 
New River in a sailboat-canoe to visit 
the Indians who were living on Pine 

a broad, level expanse, clothed in the ver
dure of a peculiarly fresh and vivid green, 
a rich and intense color seen nowhere but 
here. The surface is dotted and diversi
fied by thousands of islets and islands, 
of all shapes and sizes, from a few yards 
to many acres in extent, clothed with a 
tropical luxuriance of trees, shrubs and 
vines. 

Although difficult to access, Pine 
Island beckoned the doctor and his 
companions. 24 

They sailed through intricate and 
narrow channels and took short cuts 
by plowing through masses of lily
pads, deer- tongue, and lotus, as smoke 
from Indian fires guided them They 
hastened toward the island. Numerous 
Seminole craft approached eastward, as 
if to inspect the new arrivals. The doctor 
tied up at the island, met the Seminoles, 
conversed with them in broken English 



and learned something of their customs 
during his two day visit with Chiefs 
Little Tommy and Little Tiger and their 
tribe. The Seminoles informed him that 
the depth of the Everglades ranged from 
four to six feet during the rainy season 
but that the water level fell considerably 
in the winter. Thus, the Indians lived on 
Pine Island and other islands one portion 
of the year and migrated to higher, coast
al areas during the other time. Henshall 's 
topographical descriptions are among 
the first and most penetrating of the 
Davie area. 25 

During the 1880s and 1890s, trans
planted New Englander Ralph M. Munroe 
and his fellow fun-loving companions of 
Coconut Grove habitually spent one or 
two months each year camping along the 
Hillsboro and New Rivers. They studied 
the large mounds located between the 
two rivers and concluded that they were 
the location of an Indian civilization in 
the remote past. Munroe's observant eye 
noted what apparently had escaped the 
eyes of all previous explorers: a small 
canal had been cut during the Indian 
wars between Hillsboro and New rivers. 
South Floridians had witnessed and heard 
tales of treasure ship wrecks. At one of 
the inlets, and aware of the treasure ship 
wreck tales, Munroe and fr iends tried to 
salvage what appeared to be an immense 
quantity of coins. A lack of adequate 
tools, and the action of the roaring surf, 
forced them to abandon their treasure 
huntingi'6 

Unlike his predecessors, except for 
Munroe, Charles Pierce's productive years 
in south Florida continued into the 
twentieth century. After coming to 
Lake Worth from the midwest in 1872 
at the age of eight, Pierce had traversed 
Broward more than any other man by 
the time Henry M. Flagler extended his 
railroad to Miami in 1896. That was 
also the year when Pierce ended his long, 
informative, and interesting account of 
rugged, pioneer life in south Florida. No 
area seems to have escaped the sole of his 
foot or the paddle of his oar. With a 
descriptive flair, he brought the primi
tive, but exotic, existence of pioneering 
to life. In a beguiling manner, he des 
cribed Cypress Creek as it existed in 
1885 during his plume hunt with Guy 
Bradley. Bradley's father had succeeded 
Washington Jenkins in 1883 as life
saving station keeper. 27 

Because of their ubiquity and utility, 
Pierce became a nomad of the waterways. 
It was not uncommon for him to canoe 
from Lake Worth to Biscayne Bay over
land during the wet season. One of his 
trips was to save the lives of the starving 
and sick Bradley family. He canoed down 
New River Sound, on the west side of the 
life-saving station, and turned west up 
New River in order to secure supplies and 
medicine at the Biscayne Bay settlement. 
He guided his canoe through shallow 

Everglades water from the south fork of 
New River to Snake Creek. The settlers 
at Biscayne Bay met his needs. His round 
trip travel time was less than five days.28 

Inland, between the ridge which sepa
rated the Atlantic Ocean and the pine 
ridge where Major William Lauderdale 
had cut his military trail from Fort Ju
piter to New River in 1838, there existed 
a series of waterways, lagoons, and 
swampy morasses which were useless 
for sustained commercial transportation. 
The waterways were winding, shallow, 
and unconnected. A few navigators com
monly utilized haulovers to navigate be
tween bodies of water. Gadsden had no
ticed these unconnected channels in his 
1825 survey and recorded: "The channels 
are in the chain of inlets and lakes which 
have been noticed as extending with 
but partial interruptions the whole length 
of the coast from St. Augustine to Cape 
Florida." Gadsden averred that, with in
considerable labor, an inland waterway 
could be cut from St. Augustine to New 
River. Floridians cherished this unfulfilled 
dream for generations.29 

But as settlement grew along Florida's 
northern coast, the clal"lor for an inland 
waterway the length of the state per
sisted. Bold entrepreneurs proclaimed the 
advantages but lacked the resources to 
build such an inland river. In 1879 the 
state came to the rescue when it char
tered the Florida East Coast Canal and 
Transportation Company, a company 
subsequently rechartered. More impor
tantly, however, the state granted a mo
nopoly to the canal company and vast 
acreage for every navigable mile com
pleted. The charter called for the con
struction of a canal from St. Augustine 
to Key West by connecting the morasses, 
lakes, and lagoons. By digging and cut
ting 110 miles of channels, the company 
would own a 525-mile waterway. In 
turn, the east coast would be opened for 
more rapid settlement. With commercial 
utilization in view, the charter required 
the company to complete a canal eighty 
feet wide and five feet deep at low tide. 
The company could collect tolls of ten 
cents per boat foot at specified locations, 
one of which was Dania. 30 

As a private capital venture, canal 
construction progressed slowly. And 
canal ownership /control changed hands 
several times. Among th e various owners 
or controllers of the East Coast Canal 
were the Boston and Florida Atlantic 
Coast Land Company, the Henry M. 
Flagler interests, and the General Hospi
tal of Massachusetts. Financially, the 
most lucrative returns resulting from the 
canal construction were the sale of 
hundreds of thousands of acres of land, 
many of them in the Everglades, which 
the State of Florida granted. 31 

Canal construction required that work
men have their supplies shipped south-

ward to locations along the advancing 
canal and that they live on the mainland 
work site. Tarpon Bend, just off New 
River Sound, was a worker settlement. 
The name of canal engineer James I. 
Colee, of St. Augustine, was given to the 
camp site, later platted as a subdivision. 
Subsequent settlers, confusing the name 
Colee with Cooley, erroneously thought 
that this location was where the Cooley 
family had been massacred by the In
dians in 1836. The true location of the 
massacre was near the forks of New River 
where the military Fort Lauderdale w .s 
situated in 1838. The haphazard method 
of canal construction delayed completion 
and resulted in a shoddy product. The 
canal was seldom more than fifty feet 
wide and four feet deep. Bank erosion 
forced constant repairs. In 1911 the 
canal, such as it was, finally was com
pleted from Jackson ville to Biscayne 
Bay. Maintenance proved intolerable to 
the ownership, and receipts were wretch
edly low. After the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers assumed control in 
1929, the East Coast Canal became 
known as the Intracoastal Waterway.32 

Conflict at the inlets between the 
ocean and fresh waters wrought havoc 
as pioneers moved into the southern 
coastal areas after 1890. Byrd King, 
son of Edwin T. and Susan King, ar
rived in the nascent Fort Lauderdale set
tlement on the first train in February 
1896. He later recalled that, in 1899, 
New River Inlet closed during a gale and 
heavy rains. The tarpaper and log shan
ties of the twenty or so settler families 
were inundated by the water which back
ed up from the inlet's closing. The set
tlers, led by Edwin T. King, Frank R. 
Oliver, William L. Bracknell, Frank 
Stranahan, and Captain William C. Valen
tine, commandeered every available shov
el, scoop, and mule. By canoe and by 
overland trails, they hastened to the in· 
let. There they used dynamite and mule
operated scoops to open the inlet, where
upon the settlers returned to their water
soaked shanties.33 

When Napoleon Bonaparte Broward 
ran for governor in 1904, he put forth 
as his top priority the drainage, reclama
tion, and settlement of the Everglades. 
Never bashful, and often daring, Broward 
trumpeted the claim that the Everglades 
contained the richest soil in the world 
and that its conquest could supply , 
among other things, all the sugar cane 
needed by the United States. Thus, the 
need to import sugar would be eliminat
ed. With the reclaimed Everglades serving 
as the "bread basket" of the United 
States, all Floridians would profit, and 
some would grow rich. Accustomed to 
giving graphic illustrations in order to 
make his point, Broward boldly asserted 
that everyone knew that "water ran down 
hill." He realized that the center of the 
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Everglades was twenty-one feet above sea 
leveL Broward averred that a series of 
public drainage canals, augmented by 
private lateral ditches, would remove and 
control Everglades flooding and simulta
neously prevent what had occurred at 
Fort Lauderdale in 1899~4 

After his victory in a hard fought, daz
zling campaign, Broward cajoled a reluct
ant Florida Legislature to pass legislation 
authorizing and governing the drainage 
and reclamation of the Everglades. Large 
in physical stature and animated by tre
mendous instinctual energy, Broward 
took personal charge of the Everglades 
program. From his home city of Jackson
ville he had materials shipped to New 
River. He journeyed to Chicago and pur
chased engines for dredges. He came to 
New River. There he supervised much of 
the construction of the Everglades and 
Okeechobee dredges across the river from 
Philemon N. Bryan's New River Inn, 
presently the Discovery Center. On July 
4, 1906, operations started westward on 
New River's north fork. Governor Brow
ard placed localite Reed Asa Bryan, Sr. , 
in charge of dredging. 35 

Although explorers, hunters, farmers, 
and land speculators had grappled with 
the rugged Everglades, and while com
pensated writers had publicized it nation
ally, the swamp's boundaries had never 
been delineated. In order to determine 
the area to be drained and reclaimed, 
as well as to ascertain the revenue which 
might accrue from drainage taxes, the 
trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund approved a precise and official 
Everglades map on June 14, 1907. The 
vast area, approximately 4,300,000 acres, 
represented waste, swamp, and sub
merged lands unfit for human occupa
tion and settlement. The map revealed 
that the Everglades came closest to the 
ocean just north of the sources of New 
River and Snake Creek. The vast morass 
comprisino the Everglades extended east
ward, approximately along the western 
edge of present-day Route 441. The 
Everglades and its environs absorbed most 
of present-day Broward County. It left 
little arable area for immediate settlement 
within the county.36 

The taming of the Everglades was 
only one of the elements with which 
settlers had to cope. Bridges provided the 
only method of making local north and 
south travel possible in a growing agri
cultural economy. The earliest spans were 
simple. Sharpened tree trunks were driven 
into the beds of the small streams, and 
rough- hewed planks were set in place. 
Edwin T. King constructed such a bridge 
over Snake Creek during January 1900 at 
$2.50 per lineal foot. 

At the same time, Dade County com
missioners renewed Frank Stranahan's 
contract to maintain a ferry across New 
River for $300 per year. Construction 
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of the first bridge over New River, for 
the first county rock road which ran from 
Miami to West Palm Beach, began in 
August 1904. The Converse Bridge Com
pany of Chattanooga, Tennessee, was 
awarded the contract to build a bridge 
similar to the one that they had com
pleted over the Miami River.37 

Converse agreed to construct the 185 
foot long and twelve foot wide draw
bridge for $6,640 at Andrews Road. 
Workmen completed the bridge late in 
December 1904. On New Year's Eve, Dr. 
Thomas S. Kennedy, Philemon N. Bryan, 
William H. Marshall, Edwin T. King, 
Frank Stranahan, Joseph G. Farrow, and 
Mack W. Marshall certified to the Dade 
County Board of Commissioners that the 
bridge had been completed according to 
specifications. Thus, the widest and 
swiftest river between the Hillsboro 
River and Snake Creek was spanned. Its 
completion heralded a new era of econo
mic progress and travel for south Florida 
farmers and travelers. 38 

The first of many troublesome New 
River bridges stood intact for only 
eighteen months before river currents, 
churned by rampaging Everglades' water, 
toppled the pride and joy of Fort Lauder
dale. The Board of County Commission
ers pleaded with and then threatened the 
Converse Bridge Company to recover the 
fallen bridge and re-erect it. Converse 
refused to do so without compensation. 
During the year when the bridge remain
ed inoperable, Frank Stranahan resumed 
his ferry service. He conveyed people, 
carts, wagons, and animals. 

Forced to rebuild the bridge them
selves, the county commissioners con
tracted with Captain S. W. Skinner of 
Fort Lauderdale to raise and re-erect the 
bridge for $5,200. Thus, the renamed 
Andrews Avenue regained its position as 
the chief north-south artery for com
mercial Fort Lauderdale. Newspapers 
proudly dubbed the new twelve foot 
wide county road the "Appian Way."39 

As the dredging for the North and 
South New River Canals progressed 
westward from Fort Lauderdale into the 
Everglades, the state offered the drained 
land for sale. But, until 1910, no one had 
attempted to live inland west of Fort 
Lauderdale. Although farms and citrus 
groves extended to Route 441, they 
were along the river and canal banks. In 
March, land entrepreneur Don Farns
worth of Chicago offered to construct 
free bungalows on the North New River 
Canal on any twenty acres of land pur
chased from him. The McCrimmon Com
pany of Miami constructed and delivered 
them to property sites near Lock No. 1, 
but land purchasers had to erect them. 
Thus, Davie's first settlers secured free 
bungalows for $160, ten percent of the 
total land purchase price:<!O 

Construction of canals constantly lag-

ged behind projections. But, in August 
1912, the state finally opened the North 
New River Canal to boat traffic from 
Fort Lauderdale to Lake Okeechobee. 
Hamilton M. Forman, a transplanted 
Illinois lawyer, was the first lockkeeper at 
Lock No. 1 near the growing Davie set
tlement. This diverse community was 
composed of former Panama Canal 
Zonians, Canadians, and northerners. 
Shallow draft canal boats transported 
passengers, household goods, fertilizer, 
and seeds to the lake region and returned 
with vegetables, fish, and livestock. Al
ready burgeoning because the March 
1911 land lottery had brought hundreds 
of permanent settlers to farm the reclaim
ed Everglades land, frontier town Fort 
Lauderdale became the center of the 
Lake Okeechobee canal traffic. Passen
gers, vegetables, supplies, and farming 
implements filled its docks. Erstwhile 
educator-lawyer William Munrow Heiney, 
who founded the Fort Lauderdale Herald 
in 1910, promoted the Everglades-coast 
axis. The Fort Lauderdale Sentinel later 
emblazoned on its front page the accurate 
slogan "Fort Lauderdale, Gateway to the 
Everglades." In 1913 Heiney also promo
ted the first attempt to form a new 
county from Dade and Palm Beach Coun
ties. Despite the suggestion to name the 
proposed county Everglades County, the 
attempt failed. 41 

After the opening of the North New 
River Canal, traffic to the Gulf Coast 
began on a large scale. In late 1912 shal
low- draft steamboats made the round 
trip from Fort Myers to Miami up theCa
loosahatchee River, through Lake Okee
chobee, south along the North New River 
Canal to Fort Lauderdale, and then down 
either the Atlantic or East Coast Canal to 
the "Magic City." The three-day round 
trip excursion cost twelve dollars. Be
cause Fort Lauderdale furnished so many 
nautical innovators, it was only natural 
that Fort Lauderdale's Captain Felix A. 
Forbes inaugurated this cross-state voy
age.42 

Drainage and reclamation of the Ever
glades continued at a slower pace after 
Governor Broward left office in early 
January 1909. The trustees of the In
ternal Improvement Fund exercised strict 
control of canal cutting and the conse
quent sale of reclaimed state land. The 
trustees planned for and began to imple
ment the construction of canals other 
than the North and South New River 
waterways. These major canals differed 
in size and length. They included the 
Miami, West Palm Beach, Hillsboro, 
and St. Lucie canals. Minor canals, not 
connected with Lake Okeechobee, were 
not neglected because they were less' 
costly and permitted the drainage of 
rich farm lands near the coast. There, 
surplus water was drained directly into 
the ocean or the Bay of Biscayne. In 



May 1911, while the Miami Canal was 
under construction, Chief Drainage Engi
neer F. C. Elliot called for the relocation 
of the dredges Everglades and Okeecho
bee to the Hillsboro River for canal 
construction. After the Broward County 
portion of this canal was completed in 
December 1914, working farmers could 
move approximately ten miles further 
inland.43 

Minor canal construction began with 
the enlargement and deepening of Cy
press Creek in Pompano and of Snake 
and Snapper creeks near Hallandale. 
These drainage canals varied from six to 
ten miles in length and required no locks 
to prevent salt water intrusion. The con
tract went to the Miami Construction 
Company. The rates were ten cents per 
cubic yard for earth excavation and 
twenty-five cents per cubic yard for 
rock excavation. The benefits gained 
from the completion of Cypress Creek 
Canal in the fall of 1914 were typical. 
"Currie's Megaphone," published in the 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, hailed this 
canal as a "wonderful advantage" since 
it ran right through Pompano. "Hundreds 
of acres," continued the "Megaphone," 
"of the best vegetable land contiguous to 
the town have been made permanently 
serviceable by reason of this canal and 
last season was a 'howling' success to all 
the farmers in that community." That 
developer George E. Currie owned an im
mense tract along the newly completed 
canal doubtlessly justifies his glowing 
praise. 44 

More than the hard- pressed farmers, 
whose backbreaking workday in the fields 
began at daybreak and ended with dark
ness, land speculators hailed the benefits 

of the new canals. At the end of Decem
ber 1914, speculator C. C. Ausherman, 
who had come to Fort Lauderdale from 
Baltimore in 1911, took a trip up the 
Hillsboro Canal to scout the newly open
ed territory. He was accompanied by 
George E. Crim, J. M. Templeton, and 
J. H. Searing. One dam, due to be blasted 
away within a month, held the water 
back. Miles of land were still covered 
with water from recent rains. But nine
teen miles west of Deerfield they struck 
dry land near the center of Range 41. The 
elevation was fourteen feet. Ausherman's 
exotic speculations about the future of 
this wilderness are typical of those of 
land speculators and visionaries before 
and since: 

Also, with a depth of muck of about 
8 feet and rich enough to grow anything 
adapted to this latitude - I can see in the 
near future all this region dotted over 
with beautiful homes, occupied by happy 
families, enjoying the finest climate in the 
world, surrounded with flowers and blos
soming fruit trees and richly cultivated 
fields of prolific crops of all kinds, herds 
of cattle and other farm animals and 
flocks of domestic birds, fine roads run 
ning in all directions and autos spinning 
across the landscape, the whole scene 
presenting a picture of contentment and 
prosperity unsurpassed anywhere on the 
globe! Who can gainsay this prediction! 

If one adds fine fishing to this descrip
tion, it is no wonder that the land specu
lators, who were immune to the back
breaking labor of clearing and tilling the 
soil against all kinds of natural enemies, 
did a thriving busines~ 5 

As the result of a thriving trade with the 
Lake Okeechobee region, Fort Lauder
dale's riverfront (above), and particular
ly Brickell Avenue (left), formed the 
commercial center of the city at the 
time these photos were taken in 1918. 

According to legend , Broward County , 
created in 1915, owes its corporate exist
ence to the threat of the area's citizens to 
become either "wet" or "dry" with re
gard to the sale and consumption of al
coholic beverages. While interesting, such 
legends fail to gauge the canons of con
venience and local self-determination 
inherent in Americans. In reality, county
seats, as centers of government and com
merce, were hubs from which important 
matters were initiated and resolved. 
Davie, hustling and growing, became a 
proponent of local self- government be
cause of the distance and inadequate 
transportation to Miami, the county-seat 
of Dade County. It was easier to travel 
by boat from Davie to Fort Lauderdale, 
the anticipated seat of the new county. 
Fort Lauderdale residents, a fierce and 
proud genre, raised their hackles at the 
very mention of Miami. They did not 
want to spend a day or more transacting 
legal, political, and commercial affairs 
in their rival to the south. Pompano 
residents easily figured that eight miles 
to Fort Lauderdale was better than 
thirty-four to West Palm Beach, the 
county-seat of Palm Beach County, in 
which both Pompano and Deerfield 
were located. Essential matters conducted 
nearer to home meant that their proce
dures were more responsible to local in
put by the majority who had the most to 
gain or lose.46 

Broward County became a reality on 
October 1, 1915, when Palm Beach 
County surrendered its area south of the 
Hillsboro waterway to Commercial Boule
vard, and Dade County gave up its owner
ship of the land south of the boulevard 
to Snake Creek Canal. Thus, artificial 
waterways figured prominently in deter
mining the northern and southern bound
aries of Broward County. In selecting the 
name Broward, the people did not sur-
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render their heritage of the Everglades. 
Rather, they memorialized their impend
ing utilization of the swamp which had 
been their greatest asset and their most 
formidable enemy _4 7 

The new county's official population 
of 4,763 inhabitants occupied 1,220 
square miles. It boasted three water
ways, the Hillsboro , and the North and 
South New River canals, to Lake Okee
chobee. It became the entrepot for the 
vast, booming inland region. The official 
Everglades dominated the county's topo
graphy and geography. Its watery wilder
ness covered approximately eighty per
cent of Broward County's entire area and 
exercised a disturbing control over the 
rest of the re_gion. The county possessed 
additional swamp and submerged lands 
which presented as many obstacles to set
tlement. Between the Atlantic and the 
coastal settlements lay an almost impene
trable mangrove swamp. The beach prop 
erties were almost worthless because they 
were not suitable for farming and be
cause they were inaccessible for conve
nient recreational use. But the ocean and 
ocean- front property increased in value 
in 1916 when the county awarded con
tracts for bridges from Fort Lauderdale, 
Pompano, and Hallandale to the beaches. 
They were completed in 1917. The con
struction of drainage canals several years 
later created a potential gold mine out 
of properties located just west of New 
River Sound that were naturally more 
than worthless. But, for the present, 
the proper utilization of the Atlantic 
Ocean, the county's most valuable 
waterway, was hindered. 48 

On January 29, 1915, Colonel George 
G. Mathews, who had founded the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel in 1911, boasted in 
his paper that Fort Lauderdale was 
the primary source of entry for the 
inland empire extending west and north
west to Lake Okeechobee. He reported 
that, on .ranuary 25, the Queen of the 
Glades had returned from the lake. Her 
decks were jammed with land seekers 
from the North. Four days later the 
boat returned to the lake up North 
New River Canal and carried an equal
ly large and enthusiastic group who 
were searching for land in which to in
vest their savings. 

These potential settlers included men 
from as far north as New York City and 
Chicago. Later that year, the colonel ex
patiated upon the conversion of Broward 
County from a place looked upon as a 
"worthless marsh" to a place which had 
produced the City of Fort Lauderdale , 
from a few scattered settlers to a popu
lation of 4,000. The official town popu
lation was 1,870. An observant reading 
of both the Fort Lauderdale Herald 
and the Sentinel of that period of emer
gence, however, reveals that while these 
papers ground out egregious accounts of 
population figures, drainage benefits, 
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housing gains, cultural activities, and 
commercial prosperity, they also trum
peted the great possibilities of the coun
ty to those who saw further than its 
present condition. By these and similar 
gross intellectual ventures, these news
papers were among the greatest contri
butors to the development of the land 
and the waterways. They were the first 
to alert their northern and western 
readers to Broward County's potential 
of becoming one of America's winter 
recreation and playground center, parti
cularly its sportfishing and yachting 
center.49 

The formation of Broward County 
stimulated improvements as the drainage 
and reclamation of the Everglades con
tinued in 1915. A new drawbridge re
placed the antiquated 1904 New River 
Andrews Avenue bridge. In this way it 
was determined that Andrews Avenue, 
rather than Brickell Ave nue, would be 
come the center of Fort Lauderdale's 
main activities, although this was defer
red until the early 1920s. Drained, 
arable land found ready purchasers as 
steamboats and high -powered motor
boats carried thousands of eager, poten 
tial purchasers through western Broward 
and on up to the lake. Allegedly sh rewd 
investors did not farm the land to its 
potential , but held it for the day when 
Broward County would really bloom. As 
the unwary and shrewd traveled into the 
Everglades, they listened to high -spieled 
sales pitches. 50 

On December 17 , 1915, the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel hailed a development 
in Davie as being the first step in the 
building of a greater Broward County. 
Although unincorporated, Davie resi
dents had formed themselves into a spe
cial bond district and floated a $105,000 
bond issue to build a "loop" road to con
nect Davie with Fort Lauderdale and 
Dania and to build roads within their 
own settlement and to and from their 
farms. Thus, they garnered the honor of 
becoming the first county community to 
bond itself for road construction. Until 
both the county and communities could 
build a sufficient tax base for road and 
bridge construction, waterways determin
ed the method and location of much of 
the agricultural industry, transportation, 
and travel. Likewise, to a large extent, 
the waterways determined where and 
how people would live. 

Literary and historical artifacts of the 
county demonstrate, in no uncertain 
terms, that the county has never lacked 
for boosters who grounded their predic
tions in observable facts, and hence , 
tended to be conservative in their es
timates. On the other hand, hordes of 
speculators and visionaries trumpeted 
the potentialities inherent in every acre 
of land, whether or not it was readily 
accessible to waterways. But in all in
stances waterways, or the lack of them, 

gave or withheld value to land. 51 

Even before the bridges to the beaches 
were completed, visionaries waxed enthu
siastic over the possibilities of men cut 
ting artificial waterways to open up the 
beach area, attract tourists, and create 
quick wealth. Most of the visionaries 
wanted to gratify their egos as empire ~ 
builders. One bevy of dynamic visionaries 
was composed of farmers. An exception 
was Colonel Mathews, in whose Sentinel 
office they gathered on Tuesday, Septem 
ber 12, 1916. There they discussed in a 
" bull session" the possibilities inherent 
in creating artificial waterways to reclaim 
the mangrove swamp between Sospiro 
Canal and New River Sound, better 
known as the East Coast Canal. The dis
cussants were remarkable men for such a 
stupendous enterprise. Each had educated 
himself in the school of hard knocks. 
They farmed their own or rented land , or 
in some other way drew their main sus
tenance from agricultural pursuits. Even 
the professional men in the community 
of 1 ,870 inhabitants, such as doctors, 
lawyers, and civil engineers, joined their 
humbler brethren who toiled as store
keepers, commercial agents, and real 
estate operators, in some sort of agri
cultural enterprise to make ends meet 
and to advance their fortunes. None of 
the enthusiasts could claim any ex
perience in waterway construction for 
residential and recreational purposes, but 
these dreamers sought an outlet for their 
tremendous urge to create and to become 
wealthy in the process?2 

Editor-owner Mathews reported on 
their dream in which a paradise would be 
created from a hades: 

Colonel George G. Mathews, editor and 
publisher of the Fort Lauderdale Sen
tinel, was a leading proponent of recla
mation of both the Everglades and the 
coastal marshes. 



There is no place on the eas t coast of 
Florida that presents the possibilities (or 
a paradise on earth that is offered by the 
land along New River. 

A visionary group, dreamers if you are 
pleased to call the group, were gathered 
in the Sentinel office last Tuesday dis 
cussing the tidelands laying be tween 
Fort Lauderdale and the bay. The idea of 
these "dreamers" is that by dredging 
out canals and cross canals 30 to 100 
feet wide through these flats, the sill 
and debris from the canals being used to 
raise the level of the rest of lhe land sev
eral feet, they will have builded numero us 
small islands surrounded by the fresh 
running waters of New River. 

These lillie islands of every conceiv
able shape and size would not be merely 
on the bay front but would be literally 
surrounded by waters of the bay and river 
with the tides of th e Atlantic rising and 
falling in the streets of this modern 
Venice, the win ter resort of the weallhy 
of the nation. 

This remarkable dream and projec 
tion of man's will against nature is all 
the more astonishing when measured 
against the backgrounds and financial 
resources of the dreamers.53 

Mathews, however, continued his 
report with even more details of the re
sort community which would arise from 
the miasmic, fetid swamp which cut off 
Fort Lauderdale from New River Sound, 
or what the dreamers called "the bay," 
and the Atlantic beach: 

Look, if you have a vision with these 
dreamers into the future, see these en
chanted canals whose banks are a contin
uous mass of fragrant flowers and tropi
cal foliage winding in and out among the 
islets, with high arched concrete bridges 
at every street crossing. With gondolas, 
motor boats and launches everywhere, 
with automobile roads from isle to isle 
and to the mainland, the business section 
of our city on the one side, on the other 
across the bay to Las-Olas-By-The-Sea 
and her attractive bathing beaches. 

No, this is not a wild dream, it is a 
vision. 

D. C. Alexander, principal owner of 
Las-Olas-By-The-Sea, and co-adventur
ers Tom M. Bryan , S. P. Snyder, M. A. 
Hortt, R. E. Dye, and Charles G. Rodes, 
Sr., joined their enthusiasm to Mathews '. 
For years they upheld the prospect of 
conquering and developing the swampy 
morass which blocked realistic access to 
and enjoyment of the Atlantic beach. 54 

Although the trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund continued to expand 
Everglades drainage, their pace was too 
slow for energetic Broward Countians. 
Led by William H. Marshall and Colonel 
Mathews, they organized a grass roots 
movement known as "Back to Brow 
ard," in order to realize the dream of 
the former governor to qui ckly drain the 

Everglades. In furth erance of this move
ment, Broward Countians elected Mar
shall their first state representati ve. 
Through his untiring and sometimes exas
perating efforts , the Florida Legislature 
created the Napoleon B. Broward Drain
age District in May 1917. Most of its 
territory lay in Broward County, with 
some in Palm Beach and Dade Counties. 
The district trustees, chaired by county 
commissioner Alexander B. Lowe, were 
empowered to lay and collect taxes on 
580,000 of Broward County's 780 ,000 
acres, seventy percent of the county's 
total acreage. The di stri ct trustees levied 
a tax of twenty- five cents per acre at its 
first meeting on June 13, 1917. Thus, 
Broward Countians assumed the job of 
draining the Everglades an d of providing 
some means of flood control. 55 

Despite the fine drainage provided by 
the South New River Canal, the area 
south and east of this canal to Dania suf 
fered from seasonal floods. Some dam
aged farmers unsuccessfully sued the state 
for redress. In order to alleviate this dam
aging situation and to open virgin land 
for settlement, the state began the con
struction of the Dania '"'ut- Off Canal on 
June 8, 1917. It would tie in with the 
South New River Canal, empty into the 
East Coast Canal at Dania, and relieve 
flooding in Fort Lauderdale proper by 
diverting New River water into the East 
Coast Canal. While farmers hoped for an 
early completion of the Dania Cut- Off 
Canal, their hopes were not realized. By 
March 8, 1918, the construction of the 
canal had proceeded only to the west
ern edge of Dixie High way , now Federal 
Highway. Still, the canal had less than 
one- half of a mile to go. 56 

Unlike Fort Lauderdale residents, 
Danians early had drained and farmed the 
marsh land which cut their community 
off from the East Coast Canal. They 
formed their own drainage district east 
of Dixie Highway and levied taxes. Bv 
1918 they had dug twenty-five miles of 
ditches, with roadbeds constructed on 
each ditch bank, thereby reclaiming 
3,000 of the 6,000 acres of the rich soil 
on which they grew tomatoes. That vege
table made Dania famous as the winter 
capital for tomato raising. Danians also 
dug a canal from the East Coast Canal 
into the center of town for the dual 
purposes of providing additional drain
age for the East Marsh and of allowing 
boats to transport the lush tomatoes.57 

Less than eight years after Fort Lau
derdale incorporated in March 1911, 
canal boat travel and agricultural com
merce had transformed the town into 
the metropolis for the immediate hinter
land and the Lake Okeechobee region . 
In the last week of December 1918, no 
less than a dozen heavily -laden canal 
boats arrived with their agricultural pro
duce for shipment by rail to the north 

and west. Carl P. Weidling of the Fort 
Lauderdale Herald meandered over from 
his Wall Street newspaper office to the 
teeming and bustling New River dock, 
surveyed the frenzied activity, and re
ported his findings to an eager public. 
The Tiffin, Ohio, native, who had ar
rived in Dania in 1912, expressed the 
sentiments of Fort Lauderdale when he 
wrote, "When you see the amount of 
shipping done here and the great activi
ty of the boatmen, one cannot help but 
be impressed with the future of that 
country and its gateway, Fort Laud r
dale," "that country" being the area 
along the canals to Lake Okeechobee. 
The Liberty, named as a result of World 
War I, impressed Weidling with its val
uabl e cargo. 'This shallow -draft boat had 
brought in 400 crates of vegetables . More 
impressively, the crew of the adjacent 
Ajax hurriedly unloaded its 600-crate 
cargo in anticipation of an early return 
to the lake. The luscious cargoes of the 
lake boats included tomatoes, beans, po
tatoes, okra, eggs, and pepper. 58 

The Napoleon B. Broward Drainage 
District found itself handicapped by the 
inadequate methods it inherited from the 
state. Consequently, incessant clamors 
arose locally to draw a plan which would 
hasten the project. When the district 
directors had collected enough taxes to 
hire their own consultant- planner, they 
did so with a vengeance reminiscent of 
Governor Broward's bold schemes. The 
directors hired the Ishan Randolph Com
pany of Chicago, internationally-recog
nized drainage and water control experts. 
In mid-January 1919, Mr. Randolph and 
his technical entourage arrived in Fort 
Lauderdale, ready to work. He and the 
directors envisioned an expanded district 
which would be the world's largest drain
age project. In a day of heightened ex
pectations, this move was applauded by 
an enthusiastic Broward County popu
lace .59 

Not only did local farmers and absen
tee land speculators have a high estimate 
of their destiny and national significance, 
but local businessmen and the scant win
ter visitor population shared the same 
enthusiasm. In February 1919, the Fort 
Lauderdale Herald boasted "Without a 
doubt Fort Lauderdale is the biggest ship
ping point of winter vegetables in the 
states." When the newspaper recogni zed 
that Miami might dispute this claim, it 
alluded to the natural rivalry between 
the two cities. Certainly, Fort Lauderdale 
boosters might have disputed Miami's 
claim with ample justification because 
the city shipped not only for itself but for 
the entire Everglades hinterland north
ward through the lake region. A Herald 
representative visited the local docks to 
substantiate the newspaper's claim. After 
an inspection of each shipment, he found 
that they were ticketed to forty-eight 
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cities ranging from Boston, Chicago, 
Denver, and Salt Lake City to Los Ange
les. The dozen different types of produce 
headed northward and westward in re
frigerated railway cars ranged from okra, 
stringbeans, tomatoes, and several ltinds 
of potatoes to cabbage. All these fresh 
vegetables, consumed in frigid climates, 
acted as so many publicity flyers to lure 
people to the pleasures of balmy south 
Florida. 5o 

Boat builders and operators rushed to 
join and boost the booming hinterland 
commerce that clogged Fort Lauderdale's 
docks. Local financial institutions and 
other financial backers participated. On 
May 16, 1919, the Palm Boat Company 
launched the canal boat Sago under the 
aegis of the owner, Captain N. R. Fitz
hugh. He immediately prepared for her 
maiden voyage to Okeelanta, South Bay, 
and Torrey Island, all located in the 
lake hinterland. Innovative Captain Fitz
hugh incorporated some new features in 
the construction of this sixty- four foot 
long, eighteen foot wide beamed vessel. 
He built the wheel under the hull in
stead of having it project from the stern. 
This combination freight and passenger 
craft had an expanse which drew only 
twenty- four inches of water instead of 
the thirty inches normal for boats of this 
size and tonnage. While still in the plan
ning stage, Captain Fitzhugh added 
staterooms on the upper deck for whites 
and on the lower deck for blacks. The 
total passenger capacity would be 200. 
Long needed, the double twin-screw pro
pelled craft appealed to Broward Coun
tians as it assumed the flagstaff position 
in the Palm Boat Company line.61 

Long serviceable as Fort Lauderdale's 
only public dock, the commercial dock 
located next to the railway track was in
adequate. It could not accomodate the 
increasing private yacht traffic engender
ed by the influx of postwar tourists, 
many of chem anxious to invest in local 
properties. Unusual interest was aroused 
when plans were announced in 1918 for 
the construction of Broward County's 
first modern hotel. From the day con
struction began until the Broward Hotel 
opened in November 1919, Fort Lauder
dale's city fathers eyed the hotel as a 
means to lure and to keep tourists. 
Whereupon, property owners voted sixty
five to fourteen for a bond issue to build 
a nine-hole golf course which would 
boost tourism for both the hotel and the 
city. In conjunction with the Broward 
Hotel, which attracted yachtsmen, the 
City of Fort Lauderdale built the first 
concrete seawall in the county in 1919, 
without first securing a clearance from 
the United States Corps of Engineers. 
City fathers awarded John Olsson the 
contract for the seawall and contiguous 
dock for $1,150 and $2,090, respectively. 
His speech heavily tinged with his native 
accent, the Swedish contractor, who had 
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erected the 958-foot trestle across the 
East Coast Canal in 1917 to provide ac
cess to the new Las Olas Boulevard draw
bridge, carried the sobriquet "Hurry up 
John" because of his intense method of 
construction. The yachtsmen's attractive 
seawall- dock extended from the north
east corner of the Andrews Avenue bridge 
eastward to the alley which ran behind 
the Broward Hotel. From the bridge, the 
dock gradually receded to twenty feet in 
width at the east end. Awarded the con
tract in August, the dynamic Olsson com
pleted his work in October, in time for 
the opening of the tourist season which 
lasted through March. Auxiliary to these 
tourist facilities, local anglers voluntarily 
placed depth and informational markers 
in the East Coast Canal or New River 
Sound as direction and safety features.62 

As long as waterborne commercial 
transportation offered minimum compe
tition, Henry M. Flagler's Florida East 
Coast Railway Company charged farmers 
and merchants high rates. Water trans
portation measurably increased after 
1911, when the East Coast Canal from 
Jacksonville to Miami was completed, 
but Flagler's rates skyrocketed. The in
crease was fueled, in part, by the im
mensP sums which he had expended to 
construct his railway to Key West. This 
venture was not so profitable in light of 
construction expenditures. Despite in
tense protests, railway users fought a 
losing battle against the rates of this 
solitary railway in southeast Florida. In 
the belief that a public harbor would 
successfully cater to transportation lines 
that would lower freight costs, Broward 
Countians opted for the construction of 
a harbor on the west side of the East 
Coast Canal at Fort Lauderdale.63 

The first step in this venture necessita
ted the closing of New River Inlet at Hol
lywood, where Joseph W. Young had pur
chased most of the land, and the opening 
of a new inlet at Bay Mabel through 
which the East Coast Canal channel ran. 
On January 4, 1922, the Board of Coun
ty Commissioners authorized a $700,000 
bond issue, $100,000 of which was to be 
expended for the initiation of a public 
harbor. The bond proposal for the harbor 
improvement called for cutting a ten foot 
deep inlet across the bar opposite New 
River's entrance to the East Coast Canal; 
building jetties; and dredging a basin in 
the canal. All would give Fort Lauderdale 
the initial facilities for a modern harbor 
which would cater to both yachtsmen 
and commercial interests. Late in March 
1922 county voters approved the 
$700,000 bond issue, most of which went 
for the construction of roads and bridges, 
by a whopping majority of 328 to thirty
one. Fort Lauderdale voters were 282 
for and three against the bond issue. Only 
in Hallandale did the voters disapprove, 
and that was by a seven to eleven ballot. 
The opening of New River Inlet in 

1923 brought to the forefront the long
standing advocacy that Bay Mabel be util
ized not only as a provincial seaport but 
that it be upgraded to a world seaport by 
the construction of slips and ware
houses. 64 

Since 1912 the North New River Canal 
had been the principal artery between the 
lake region and Broward County; and it 
had little competition so long as no roads 
or railways connected the seacoast with 
that region. For two reasons, however, 
this canal presented troublesome ob
stacles for passenger and commercial na
vigation. The upper twenty- three miles 
were never excavated below the top of 
the bedrock; thus, this section constitu
ted a portion that was shallower than the 
lower portion. Arlditionally, constant 
silting further reduced the normal four 
to five feet depth of the canal, and this 
also hindered proper drainage. In order 
to overcome these difficulties, boatsmen 
continually sought means to lessen their 
boat drafts. For some years Captain John 
Ziegler's Liberty I required twenty -six 
inches to navigate with a full cargo. As 
the canal's silting took its toll, in March 
1922 he constructed Liberty II for com
merce in the lake region. This sixty- four 
and a half by sixteen foot craft, powered 
by a fifteen horsepower Fairbanks crude
oil- burning engine, drew only seven 
inches when launched. She could carry 
2,000 crates of lake potatoes with only 
a thirteen inch draft and, when fully 
loaded, could navigate waters deep 
enough to float any rowboat. Although 
Captain Ziegler and other innovative 
boatsmen gloried in their accomplish
ments, they were unaware that the days 
of commercial navigation on the canal 
were numbered. In September 1924 
this canal closed its waters beyond Lock 
No. 1 to all commercial navigation. The 
difficulties of maintaining a feasible 
depth and the introduction of roads and 
railways to the lake region contributed 
to this situation. 55 

West Virginian Charles G. Rodes, Sr., 
who came to Fort Lauderdale from Mel
bourne in 1907 at the urging of his bro
ther-in-law William C. "Bill" Kyle, was 
influenced by the 1916 dreamers who en
visioned the conversion of the mangrove 
swamp lands between Fort Lauderdale 
and the East Coast Canal into a modern 
Venice of America. Rodes owned swamp 
land east of Sospiro Canal and south of 
Las Olas Boulevard. As the United States 
grew wealthier, the number of winter 
tourists gradually increased. In the early 
1920s Rodes began to build canals on a 
small scale. As his land sales increased, 
so did his canal construction. The one fed 
on the other. By the beginning of 1925 
Rodes had completed his canal construc
tion. On January 22 he launched an in
tensive effort to sell all the vacant lots 
and the few homes which he had con
structed in his subdivision, Venice. The 



rich and famous bought lots and homes. 
The national attention which Venice 
brought astounded Broward Countians. 
It can be said that Rodes' development, 
together with the construction projects 
launched by Tom M. Bryan, Thomas N. 
Stilwell , and William F. Morang, brought 
the Florida Boom of the 1920s to Fort 
Lauderdale. In the summer of 1925 
Rodes sold his interest in Venice to the 
Cape Cod Realty Company of Massa
chusetts for the currently amazing 
amount of $240,000. With part of the 
proceeds he hired two railway coaches, 
attached them to special trains, and took 
more than fifty of his relatives on an all
expense -paid forty day holiday trip to 
California and Mexico. This was an out
standing accomplishment for farmer and 
feed store operator Rodes who, for a 
time, lessened his real estate operations 
to enjoy his newly-acquired wealth.66 

An entrepreneur more remarkable 
than Rodes and Bryan had already begun 
his Fort Lauderdale career before Rodes' 
peaked. Former Bostonian William F. 
Morang began in 1924 with the develop
ment of Rio Vista, the first of his enorm
ous projects. They all involved the con
struction of artificial waterways, cause
ways, and bridges. If no subliminal desire 
to beautify Fort Lauderdale per se mo
tivated Rodes, the same was true for 
Morang. Their motivation sprang from 
the profit motive. After they purchased, 
for a relative pittance, immense tracts of 
watery wastelands unfit for human habi 
tation, the construction of artificial 
waterways for reclamation provided huge 
profits. In addition it met the inordinate 
demands of northern tourists who were 
anxious to take advantage of the state's 
low tax rate, its lenient inheritance tax 
system, and its leisurely lifestyle. At Rio 
Vista Morang enlarged and extended 
westward the bight which he called Tar
pon Canal. It drained into New River at 
Tarpon Bend . Morang also began the 
development of Lauderdale Isles, south of 
Rio Vista, and the area east of Sospiro 
Canal and north of Las Olas Boulevard. 
The latter area made him the northern 
neighbor of Rodes' Venice develop
ment.67 

Necessity forced Morang to dig canals 
and to use the spoilage for access routes, 
bridges, and home construction. His 
Olympian plan called for the construction 
of a causeway and drawbridge across New 
River Sound to connect Lauderdale Isles 
and his Las Olas Boulevard land. Sketches 
of huge hotels contemplated for the 
cousin developments appeared in his 
newspaper advertisements. It was antici
pated that the accomplishment of his 
projects would convert Fort Lauderdale 
into a major, national tourist center. He 
built the drawbridge, but not the cause
way, before the Boom crashed and left 
him virtually penniless. In his Las Olas 
development he dug a series of canals 

whose bridges connected the spoiled
raised islands with the boulevard. But the 
crash left them undeveloped, and for 
years they remained telling monuments 
of the ambitious plans spawned by the 
Boom. In addition to these planned 
projects, Morang contemplated a series 
of marinas in both developments as a 
magnet to attract northern tourists and 
men with capital who would invest on 
a large scale. 68 

Entrepreneurs Rodes and Morang 
found a fellow visionary in Thomas N. 
Stilwell, a transplanted Hoosier from 
Anderson, Indiana. Bolstered with capi
tal from northern sources, Stilwell and 
his associates purchased worthless man
grove swampland from M.A. Hortt and 
R. E. Dye, east of Rodes' Venice. The 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel on Novem
ber 19, 1920, in an article titled "Proof 
That Dreams Come True," detailed how 
Stilwell and his associates in the New 
River Development Company had begun 
on February 7 of that year to salvage use
less swampland. They eventually brought 
in dredges from as far away as Jackso•• 
ville to recover subdivisions which Stil
well dubbed Idylwyld and Riviera. in 

Frank Marshall's 
dredge begins the 
development of 
C.G. Rodes' 
"Venice," the 
first island sub
divison in Brow
ard County, 1925 
(above). Charles 
G. Rodes, Jr. 
(left), son of the 
Venice developer, 
came to Fort 
Lauderdale in 
1907 at the age of 
four. During the 
1920s, he, like his 
father, prospered 
in the real estate 
business. 

some instances, palatial homes which 
faced waterways attracted the very 
wealthy; but investors of all hues moved 
into homes far superior to those in the 
main section of Fort Lauderdale. Lavish 
newspaper and magazine advertisements, 
combined with high pressure salesman
ship, enticed the famous and wealthy 
to invest in reclaimed lands east and 
south of downtown Fort Lauderdale. 
Bumper plates proudly proclaiming "Fort 
Lauderdale: Venice of America," began 
to appear. In the reclamation process, 
Stilwell and his associates, particularly 
M. A. Hortt and R. E. Dye, reaped huge 
profits. 69 

Unlike Rodes, who retrenched his op
erations after the sale of Venice, Stil
well, Hortt, and Dye expanded their 
wheeling and dealing by diversifying 
their investments. This was particularly 
true of Stilwell. Unlike Morang and 
others, the crash of the Boom did not 
render him penniless. In the process Stil
well became a public benefactor. Until 
1923, Broward Countians who were 
seriously ill or injured had to be trans
ported to Miami for hospital treatment. 
Stilwell remedied that situation by fi-
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nancing a hospital in Fort Lauderdale. 
He t urned its operation over to his 
son-in-law, Dr. Scott Edwards, who 
named the hospital for himself. Stil
well later purchased and operated the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, an unprofit
able venture which he sold to Governor 
Robert H. Gore in 1929 for $67,000. 
Unlike the fly· by· nighters who develop· 
ed for profit only, Rodes, Stilwell, Hortt, 
Dye, and many other smaller developers 
made their home in the county and 
continued to develop and to contribute 
to their communities throughout the 
crash and Great Depression. Thus, they 
revealed their strength of character 
during adversity?O 

If Rodes, Morang, Stilwell, and their 
fellow developers appeared to the public 
as bold, daring entrepreneurs, native 
Washingtonian Joseph Wesley Young 
dwarfed them not only in the extent of 
his manifold enterprises but also as the 
charismatic developer of an entire city. 
When Young began to develop Holly· 
wood from scratch in 1921, he mostly 
purchased land that did not need drain· 
age. But his holdings did include the man
grove swamp area that abutted the Atlan · 
tic Ocean. While Young did dig some 
residential waterways, he concentrated on 
constructing his city on relatively high, 
dry landJl 

As a visionary and builder, Young 
takes his place with such great Florida 

developers as George Merrick of Coral 
Gables, Carl Fisher of Miami Beach, and 
Addison Mizner of Boca Raton. Unl ike 
those developers of enti re cities whose 
operations stopped at their city limits, 
Young planned to become not only 
the prime developer of Broward County 
but the chief architect of south Florida 
development, including the Everglades. 
To these ends Young set out to build a 
world seaport in Bay Mabel through 
which the narrow and unpredictable 
channel of the underutilized East Coast 
Canal ran. This shallow lake was formed 
by spillage of ocean water across the nar
row spit of land which separated the 
ocean from the mangrove swamp to the 
west, and from the swamp itself. The 
name Bay Mabel appears to have been of 
comparatively recent derivation. Early 
maps and pioneer settlers like William 
Cooley neither recorded nor mentioned 
it. It appears to have entered the public 
records when Arthur Williams purchased 
land in its vicinity and recorded his 
purchases in 1885. The shallow lake, a 
mixture of salt and fresh water, averaged 
a bare three and one half feet in depth. 
Nevertheless, it covered upwards of 4,000 
acres. Young purchased the worthless 
lake for a nominal sum. His chief engi · 
neer, Frank C. Dickey, determined that it 
could be dredged near the north end. The 
expenditure of $15,000,000, stated 
Dickey, would convert Bay Mabel into a 
first class, international seaportJ2 

Coming to south Florida from India· 
napolis, Indiana, Young envisioned a 
magnificent future. His seaport would be 
come the commercial entrepot to service 
all south Florida, although he reali zed 
that mammoth ports did not thrive, or 
even ordinarily survive, on one -way 
trade. To counter this deficiency, Young 
envisioned an accelerated drainage and 
reclamation program to develop the 
Everglades. He purchased land near 
Davie for sale to small farmers, and offer
ed to build a tram to deliver produce to 
Port Bay Mabel. He reasoned human oc
cupation would furnish agricultural pro. 
ducts for consumption at home and 
abroad. In order to prepare for and sus
tain the domestication of the Everglades, 
Young' engineers drafted plans for a 
vocational school in Hollywood that 
would accommodate 600 students. That 
figure was ten times the annual number 
of high school graduates in Broward 
County_73 

The engineer's estimate of a 
$15,000,000 price tag, and the subse
quent necessity to employ 1,500 men for 
the long· term construction of Port Bay 
Mabel, now Port Everglades, failed to 
deter the exuberant Young. Ebullient 
but not egregious at this stage in his 
career, Young grabbed for the best when 
he hired General G. W. Goethals, en
gineer of the Panama Canal, as window
dressing for his project. This act was 
made all the more remarkable because 

G W. Go~ lhc1l9 
r. C. DicKey 

Principal figures in the creation of Hollywood included devel
oper Joseph W. Young, and engineers Frank C. Dickey and 

General George W. Goethals. Goethals had been chief engineer 
on the Panama Canal. 
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he was then creating an entire city out 
of the wilderness. In addition, Young 
personally supervised the operation of 
his own electric plant and published a 
qual ity newspaper and a colorful maga
zine. If the placement of General Goe
thals on his payroll migh t not have con
vinced investors of the soundness and 
quality of his international port, Young 
purchased an entire quarry in Maine and 
chartered six ships to transport the jet
ty rock. Huge quantiti es of rock were 
needed for the two jetties, one mile 
long and 1,000 fee t apart, which would 
extend into the ocean and provide a har
bor entrance. 74 

Young's mammoth water project was 
based on the figures submitted to him 
by Dickey, in whom he had placed great 
faith. Dickey personally conducted tests 
which revealed that rock would be reach
ed at a twelve foot depth . Dredge spoil
age would convert worthless mangrove 
swamps into land suitable for ware
houses, offices, road and railways, and 
storage facilities. Dickey planned a 
turning basin that would measure 1,500 
feet by 2,000 feet and a channel entrance 
300 feet wide. Because the harbor would 
be thirty feet in depth , engineers assert
ed that the world's largest ships, carrying 
their wealth- producing cargoes, could 
enter and depart with ease. By the first 
week in April 1925, Young had his mind
boggling seaport project well under con
struction. Despite the ephemeral nature 
of his connection with the finished 
project, which was completed by the 
cities of Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood, 
Young gave Broward Countians a vision 
of what could be done with downright 
pernicious waterways when courage and 
foresight were employed. 75 

Enticed by the huge waterway devel
opments and stimulated by the primal 
urge for a better lifestyle, large migrations 
of northerners and midwesterners added 
their energies and cultural traits to Brow
ard County. Up to that time the area had 
been dominated by native Americans 
from the South and from Kansas, by 
Swedes from New York, and by Danes 
from Wisconsin and Chicago. 

The brief Boom period witnessed the 
rise of a_ cosmopolitan, heterogenous 
population. The official state census, 
conducted in February 1925, revealed 
that Broward County had grown to a 
population of 14,242 from a 1920 count 
of 5,135, and that the first phase of the 
Boom had begun. During the same five 
year period, the incorporated communi
ties showed a corresponding but uneven 
growth : Fort Lauderdale rose from 
2,065 to 5,625; Pompano from 636 to 
1,750; and Dania from 762 to 1,473. Al
though Davie, Hollywood, Oakland Park 
(Floranada), and Deerfield incorporated 
later in the year, it was too late for in
clusion in the early census. These migra
tions gave Broward County a character 

The first settlers of Pompano congregated around Lettuce Lake, a natural body of water 
at the mouth of Cypress Creek. By the late 1920s, the lake was renamed Lake Santa 
Barbara. 

as much northern as it "'as southern and 
differentiated the area from the starttmg
ly southern character of north Florida. 
Then, and for two generations thereafter, 
the dominant forces in Florida politics 
were the "pork chop " policies of the 
northern section of the state.76 

Waterway projects' progress in eastern 
Broward County and the Napoleon B. 
Broward Drainage District, centered in 
the central and western sections, con tin
ually engrossed more county land. By 
February 1925, 679 ,670 acres of the 
county's total acreage of 7 80,000 had 
been included in the drainage district, 
thus revealing the enormous extent to 
which the control and use of water 
dominated Broward Countians. This 
eighty-seven percent of the county's 
land was taxed for water utilization by 
the district directors. The rates ranged 
from eighty- two cents per acre for those 
district areas which had profited the most 
from water control to ten cents per acre 
for the 138,880 acres that had profited 
the least. As a consequence, taxes for the 
district rose to $265,829. No matter how 
water and waterways figured in the total 
picture of Broward County development 
in 1925, whether for drainage and recla
mation of farmlands or for waterways as 
an inducement for luxury and commer
cial accommodations, water still remain
ed the most important single element 
during the Boom. The climax of the 
Boom would come at the end of 1925?7 

Building upon the dock and seawall 
constructed by John Olsson in 1919, 
Fort Lauderdale steadily increased facili 
ties for the burgeoning yacht and pleasure 
boat trade which made the city a focal 
point for water activities. Yachting activi
ties focused on the Anglers Club located 

in Rodes' Venice. To impose order on the 
water traffic, the City of Fort Lauderdale 
appointed A. J. Garten as its first dock
master in 1923. Garten had his hands full 
in the first full winter season of 1924-25 
when more than 1,200 boats of all classi
fications arrived_ At low tide, New River 
Inlet could accommodate boats of twelve
foot draft, while the river's depth varied 
from twelve to 100 feet. The river docks 
were 140 feet apart, and the city granted 
water and dockage rights free of charge. 
Up the river, Captain George J. Pilking
ton operated a yacht basin where he 
stored between 200 to 300 yachts during 
the summer. In amazement, Fort Lauder
dale's residents watched the largest yacht 
dock. Despite its 211- ton displacement, 
which resulted from its 120 by twenty
three foot hull, J. S. Phipps of New York 
easily maneuvered the Seminole into posi
tion. The arrival of Phipps' yacht raised 
hopes for a continual growth in attracting 
wealthy men who would invest in Brow 
ard CountyJB 

With multitudes of newcomers pouring 
into Fort Lauderdale's waterfront devel
opments, the city fathers directed Dock
master Garten to make a meticulous sur
vey of the waterways within the city 
limits in order to determine their extent 
and navigability. Garten's survey revealed 
that boats could navigate forty miles of 
various types of streams. Only waterways 
actually in use or under construction 
found a place in his carefully checked and 
revised figures. To a Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News reporter who accosted him 
on the subject, Garten asserted that the 
additional miles contemplated by repu
table developers would add considerable 
mileage after completion. Garten's July 
1925 survey is remarkable in light of the 
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restricted city limits of Fort Lauderdale 
at that time, limits that would be greatly 
extended within a year?9 

As the 1925 Boom continued its rol
licking pace in transforming the lifestyle 
and topography of Broward County, 
waterways received more public at ten
tion. A 100-acre development in Pom
pano, known as Genessee Isles, came on 
the market. The promoters broadcast that 
the development would feature the latest 
in waterfront living. A combination of 
exotic, waterfront scenery, fine water
front homes, and commercial ventures 
brought excursion boat operators into 
prominence. Among the most extolled 
excursions were those of H. Kester and 
C. A. Gould_ In July they began their 
excursions along New River to Davie in 
their eighty-passenger cabin houseboat 
Esmonda. At night, excursions were 
made to Port Bay Mabel to see Young's 
construction. Esmonda anchored there 
for a half hour before making the return 
trip to Fort Lauderdale, where she an
chored at 10:30 p.m Throughout the 
excursion, the delighted passengers were 
entertained by an imported orchestra. 80 

Early in November 1925 a new era of 
water transportation opened in Broward 
County when two heavily -laden ships, 
loaded with building material, arrived 
from Jacksonville via the East Coast 
Canal. The Florida East Coast Rail
way's imposition of a freight embargo 
for south Florida several months earlier 
was responsible for this phenomenon. 
The railway had sent only emergency 
cargo. So many building materials had 
been sent on short notice that consignees 
could not unload the cars fast enough 
because of a labor shortage. Unloaded 
southbound cars were stacked up from 
West Palm Beach to Miami. As a result, 
developers, particularly Young at Port 
Bay Mabel and Hollywood, immediately 
increased their use of waterborne trans
portation. At the Fort Lauderdale docks, 
the sight of large boats unloading their 
cargoes aroused the expectation that 
waterborne transportation would sur
mount the hampering effects of the rail
way embargo, no matter how long it 
lasted. The use of the municipal docks 
as a base for the distribution of construc
tion material to various parts of the coun
ty, and the impact that this event had on 
the usual rounds of frenzied activity, had 
a salutary effect upon developers and 
builders. It demonstrated to them the 
extraordinary possibilities of Broward 
County as a strategic entrepot for south 
Florida, blessed as it was with both the 
Atlantic Ocean and the East Coast Canal 
at its doors.81 

The Boom in Broward County reached 
its zenith on a note of optimism as 1925 
ended. To a rabidly expectant citizenry 
the Boom seemed, at its beginning, to 
have no end in sight. The Boom and the 
September 1926 hurricane, which deter
mined the Boom's denouement, indelibly 

16 BROWARD LEGACY 

fixed themselves in the citizenry's memo
ry. For two generations afterwards, Boom 
and hurricane survivors compared every
thing to the wonderful, magic events of 
that "era of Whimsical nonsense" when it 
was glorious to be alive and participating. 
Stories of extravagance during the Boom, 
of wild speculation in which fortunes 
were won and lost in a matter of months, 
and of unparalleled population expansion 
in a county unprepared to cope with a 
population explosion persisted until it be
came a hallmark of a citizen's compre
hension of current matters, whether or 
not he had been in the county during 
the Boom_82 

In no domain have legends surround
ing the Boom, both during and after
wards, been given more lofty prolifera
tion than in the area of population_ In
coming migrants lived anywhere they 
could, due to housing shortages. Vacant 
lots, railway stations, house trailers, and 
migrant camps provided shelters. As a 
consequence of the confusion and short
ages, appalled citizens estimated the 
population to be much greater than it 
actually was. To set the citizens' mind at 
rest, Fort Lauderdale city fathers ordered 
that a census be conducted at public ex
pense. Reverend W. R. Burton, erst
while minister of the First Christian 
Church, agreed to undertake the census 
for $5,000. Additionally, the city fathers 
hoped that the figures would be large 
enough to lower the interest rate on the 
huge bond issue which was being floated 
to ease the rising needs of the population. 
Burton hired thirteen canvassers and com
pleted the census during the first week of 
December 1925. While the results were 
startling, they were less spectacular than 
most observers expected. Burton reported 
the exact population of the city to be 
15,915; 12,428 of whom were whites and 

3,487 of whom were blacks_ No one was 
counted who had not lived in the city less 
than a self-attested period of three 
months. Otherwise, Burton estimated 
that the count would have reached 
18,000_ While the population figure did 
not reach the expectations of the most 
sanguine, it did represent a whopping 
300 percent increase from February to 
November 1925. The city's building 
department figures for 1925, however, 
increased even more dramatically per
centage- wise than did the population. 
They skyrocketed 900 percent over 
1924: from $978,380 to $8,169,809. 
The month of December established a 
new record at $1,718,030.83 
When Young experienced financial prob
lems in building Port Bay Mabel, the 
cities of Fort Lauderdale and Hollywood 
entered into a Tripartite Agreement with 
Young whereby each entity would contri
bute its third toward the completion of 
the harbor. Despite Young's inability 
to shoulder his share of the burden, Port 
Bay Mabel opened with unusual fanfare 
on February 22, 1928. Its skimpy facili
ties for handling cargoes hardly qualified 
it as a world seaport. With the formal 
opening of the port, however, the founda
tions of Broward County's waterways 
were vitually completed. Later enormous 
additions have, for the most part, followed 
modifications of the basic features for 
which Broward Countians worked a quar
ter of a century. 84 

Never did a visionary possess so much 
imagination with so few means at his dis
posal to accomplish them as did Dr. 
Thomas E. Will. He lived alternately in 
the Lake Okeechobee region and at Fort 
Lauderdale. This former college presi
dent, who became the Everglades' most 
rabid booster for two generations, expres
sed his vision in a speech before the 

House where Dr. Thomas E. Will Jived in the late 1920s, located on Southwest 6th 
Avenue between Southwest 2nd Street and Southwest 3rd Street, Fort Lauderdale. 



South Florida Development League in 
Fort Lauderdale in July 1928, after the 
crash of the Boom had ushered in a de
pression of serious magnitude. The speech 
pointed to the immense prosperity in 
store for south Florida in the symbiosis 
of Everglades, agricul ture, and water
ways. Will believed that there should be 
a marriage of waterway construction and 
utili zation through the constructive use 
of a drained and reclaimed Everglades. 85 

"South Florida," eloquently exclaim
ed the impassioned Will, "is strategically 
located for world commerce, being near 
the crossing of the 80th meridian and the 
25th parallel. It faces eastward toward 
the Mediterranean and Europe; to the 
southeast lies eastern South America; to 
the west, through the Panama Canal, 
world gateway, western South America 
and the Orient can be reached." "Thus," 
he asserted, "we stand at the hub, the 
geographical focus of future commerce 
and culture." When Will spoke in 1928, 
the depression subsequent to the Boom 
had already decimated the population 
and industry to which south Florida had 
become accustomed. Some pessimists laid 
the blame for the crash on the frenzied 
tourist and development trades which 
had neglected the time- honored agricul
tural industry. Because of the crash, 
many erstwhile real estate big-timers 
and their entourages were forced to farm 
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PROOF THAT DREAMS DO COME TRUE 
Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida, Friday, November 19, 1920, page 2. 

Wh en Las Olas Boul evard was bui lt a 
few yea rs ago connec tin g F t. Lauderdal e 
with Las Olas Beac h it was cut through 
th e hea rt of a vas t jungle, a swamp o f 
mud and an a lmost impenetrabl e growth 
of buttonwood and mangrove , an ugly 
bl o t on th e surface o f nature. 

Even before that tim e a Sentin e l 
Reporter Lakin g a trip thro ugh th e tiny 
islands and mangrove keys adjoining 
this swamp in Lake i\ label and th e mouth 
of Nrw River li l his pipe and wrote a 
drea m of th e tim e when th e energy, 

cou rage, money a nd VI SIOn o f man would 
combin e to c rea te here a place of won
dro us beauty , a mod ern Tropical Venier . 

Last Saturday the sam e repo rte r, in 
company with R. "E. Dye, who has charge 
of the development since last June, re
vi sited th e sce ne o f his ea rl y pipe dream 
and was amazed at what in a few short 
months had bee n accomp lished toward 
making th e land of drea ms a la nd of 
rea lity. 

The start toward this realizati o n was 
on ly mad e las t January wh en th e real 

es tate firm o f liortt and Dye purchased 
th ese waste tracts of land from th e vari
ous owners and in February th e o rganiza
ti o n which was to und ertake this work, 
whi c h is th e bigges t development ever 
undertaken in Broward County, was 
fo rme d. Th e stoc kholders a re Thomas N. 
Stilwe ll , Wi lli am ll. Morsc hes, R. D. Kauf
man and Ern est Hill, all of A nd erson, 
lndiana , and M. A. 1-lorlt and R . E. Dye 
of this c ity . Th e company was incor
porated as th e New River Development 
Company, with William 1-1. Mo rsc hes, 

winter/spring 1985 19 
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This 1925 newspaper advertisement for lots in Riviera also gives 
a bird's eye view of the ldlewyld and Venice subdivisions, as 

well as New River Sound and Lake Mabel. 

President; l\1. A. llortt, Vice- President 
and R. E. Dye, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The actual start towards th e work of 
reclamation was made February 7, 1920, 
when a force of men with axes were put 
to work in mud and muck leveling the 
tan gled growth of Mangrove and button
wood, and because burning was impos
sible the ugly roots, branches and trunks 
had to be laid low to make a bed for th e 
filling wh:.:h was to be pumped in. 

In l\lay bucke t dredges with clam shell 
and three -side orange pee l buckets began 
to take big bites into the mud and to pile 
it up in levees around the edge of a trac t 
to form a bulkh ead behind which hun
dreds of thousands of cubic yards of dirt 
and sand were to be pumped to make thP 
" fill " of solid land which in a few months 
was to be ready for the builder and in
vestor. 

Thousands of yards of white rock 
were brought down in big barges from th e 
banks of the Everglades canals and a 
beau tiful rus ti c wall of co ral rock was 
built around the entire bay an d ri vcr
f ron t. 

On June 30 th e big o il burning suction 
dredge, the Tuscawilla, laid its lin es of 
pipe and began pumping a 10-inch stream 
o f mud, water and sand "over thl' top." 
\\'hen the first con tract of l SO,OOO cu iJi c 
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ya rds was complctl' d a few wrrks ago 
another co ntrac t was takPn and tht: work 
will continue stea dily , the bi g dredge 
working twenty- four hours a day pump
in g th e mud from th e lJOtlom of New 
River 5ound t!Pt'pin i[ thP bay into an ex
ce ll ent place for boating, a snu g, pro
tec ted harbor for pl easu re yac hts and 
boats of all kinds; and a paradi5e for fi sh
erm en, and at the same tim e convPrting 
a usP iess wastt of swamp into what will 
cvtntuall y become OJH' of the most beau
tiful spo ts in Florida. 

\\'id r: strct'ls and av(·nucs from 50 to 
70 fp ct havP bcr:n laid out and already 
th e gracefull y curvin g strPP t around the 
bayfront has h•:cn pavf!d and bord ered 
with beautiful cocoa- nut trr:t·s alternating 
with hybiscus. Work has ber n started on 
th e intPrsec tin g strr:ets and will procr:ed 
as fast as th r: fillin g will pt: rmit. 

It is tlu· point wherr 1Pw Rivr r and 
Nrw Rivr:r ~ound intnsr:ct, that a most 
insp iring view ca n hr taken. I !Pn• from a 
sli ght ckvation ca n be sr:P n Las Olas 
Houlcvard which runs along tlw north 
sidl' of th r: dl'vf'lopmt'nt and to tht• 
north of tlw l~oul •·va rd a canal which 
wi ll lw wid•:ned and d<'PP<'Jwd making 
the Houln·anl lots al~o watnfront lot, ; 
on the eas t of the tract ~Pw i{ivt'r Sound, 

which is a part of th e Inland \Yatcrway 
from Boston to Key West, ami just 
across th e Sound Las Olas Beach. The 
Atlantic Ocean liners are in plain view 
from this point also. On the w uth deep 
an d beautiful New River and in the dis
tance Lake J\1ahel with its dozens of tiny 
magical littl e islands is charming as the 
Thousand Islands and in a climate in
comparable. On th e west a 50 foot canal 
has been constructed con necting with a 
littl e lake which comes up to Las Olas 
Boulevard, thus surrounding the entire 
sub-division with navigabl e water and 
not one of th e lots in th e sub-di vision 
more than 1200 feet from boating and 
fishing. 

ldlewy ld , as the new sub-division will 
he ca ll ed, offers every thing des ired to 
the lover of out-of-doors. Good bathing, 
good boating, good fishing and climate 
unsu rpassed anywhrre at this tim e of th e 
year. 

Positive building res tri ctions will be 
part of the deed when lots in ldkwyld are 
so ld. These restri c ti ons will pt'nnit only 
th<' building of high class hou:;es an d 
every pffort will Ill' made to maintain th e 
sub -division as a winter playground and 
homes and estates of the higlwst charat•
ter. 



PART II 

PHILEMON LEIGH BRYAN (1779-
1858) was blessed with seven sons. One 
son, WILLIAM JAMES BRYAN, was 
profiled in Part One of this article. Wil
liam's great-grandsons, LOURCEY and 
(JOHN) MURRAY BRYAN described 
their experiences as early Broward pio
neers out at Pine Island - now populated 
with gentlemen farmers on glamorous 
multi-acre estates and burgeoning shop
ping centers as well as just plain folks 
like the original Bryans. As suggested in 
Part One, reference should be made to 
the Family Group Sheets (FGS) and Pedi
gree Charts (PED) included herein for 
information not included in the main 
text 

LEWIS HAWTHORNE BRYAN, born 
in 1817 in Wayne County, Georgia, was 
the seventh of eleven children of PHILE
MON LEIGH and ANNE NANCY HAW
THORNE BRYAN, (see FGS 5 of part 
one). Lewis served three enlistments in 
the Seminole Indian Wars and was later a 
justice of the peace in Hamilton County, 
Florida. After the Civil War, he and his 
family moved to Volusia County, where 
they engaged in farming and citrus grow
ing. By the time of his death in 1882, 
Lewis and his family were residing at 
Glencoe Station, Volusia County, which 
was situated between New Smyrna and 
Blue Springs. LEWIS HAWTHORNE 
BRYAN married twice. His first wife 
was AMANDA ELIZABETH LOWE. 
daughter of Horatio and Elizabeth Lowe. 

OUR 

PIONEERS 
by 

J. L. "Sam" Heede 
Genealogical Society 
of Broward County 

Amanda died in 1873, leaving nine chil
dren (FGS 12). 

REED ASA BRYAN, born 1839, was 
the first child of LEWIS and AMANDA 
BRYAN and the older brother of PHIL
EMON NATHANIEL (P.N.) BRYAN. 
Military records show that he was twen
ty-two when he signed up as a private 
with Company I, 2nd Florida Infantry, 
the Jasper Blues, in 1861. The muster 
roll shows that he was listed as sick in 
the hospital between that date and Sep
tember 1, 1861 ; but there is no further 
explanation. Many Confederate records 
are incomplete, some spotty, others 
completely in error. The records for Reed 
Asa Bryan are no exception. For instance, 
his records show a promotion to sergeant 
on May 11, 1862, and then say that he 
deserted between November and Decem
ber of that same year "on the road be
tween Culpeper and Fredericksburg [Vir
ginia]." Hardly a deserter, Bryan had 
actually been hospitalized December 2 at 
Florida Hospital in Richmond. His re
cords show his return to active duty on 
January 13, 1863, and then readmit
tance to the hospital a week later. Febru
ary 3 he returned to active duty but died 
in that Richmond hospital May 15, 1863, 
of "Disease." During the War Between 
the States, the figures for deaths from 
disease were more staggering than those 
for battle casualties. The estimate for 
Union deaths from disease was two and a 
half deaths for every combat loss. The 

ratio for Confederates was three to one. 
Civil War historian Bruce Catton quoted 
a North Carolina soldier who wrote that 
the battles "were not as bad as the 
fever." Many soldiers felt safer on the 
battlefield than in the hospital. 
While noting an accurate count might 
never be possible, an unofficial 1912 list 
claimed that 52,954 Confederate soldiers 
were killed in action, 21,570 died of in
juries, and a whopping 59,297 died of 
disease. The Union forces, with an es
timated almost three times as many 
soldiers to begin with, lost 279,995 
men; 183,287 of them to disease. 

PHILEMON NATHANIEL (P.N.) 
BRYAN, second son of Lewis and Aman
da Bryan, was born October 16, 1844, in 
Hamilton County, Florida. He followed 
his older brother, Reed Asa, into service 
on October 6, 1862. Originally Cap
tain Bryan's Independent Company, Flo
rida Infantry, this company joined six 
others to become Company D, 9th Regi
ment, Florida Infantry. One year later, 
P. N. Bryan was a nineteen-year-old 
second sergeant, and Reed Asa Bryan 
was dead. Within months, P. N. was him
self listed as on sick furlough, and by 
April 1864, was listed as hospitalized. 
In June 1864, he was again listed as hos
pitalized in General Hospital, Howard's 
Grove, Richmond, Virginia. P. N. attain
ed the rank of first sergeant of Company 
D before the year was out, possibly by 

(continued on page 24) 
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Bryan Family 
PEDIGREE CHART X 

WILLIAM BRYAN 
1757-1838 

PHILEMON LEIGH BRYAN 
1779-1858 

AMANDA ELIZABETH LOWE 1st Marriage LEWIS HAWTHORNE BRYAN 
1817-1882 

2nd Marriage GEORGIANA GOODRICH 
c. 1816-1873 

/ ~ "" 
PHI LEMON N. BRYAN 

1844-1925 

REED ASA 
BRYAN, SR. 

1876-1937 

REED ASA 
BRYAN, JR. 
1915-1976 

JAMES 
HAWTHORNE 

BRYAN 
1917-

THOMAS MURRAY 
BRYAN 

1878-1969 

GADSDEN BRYAN 
1852-

PERRY NATHAN 
BRYAN 

1908-1953 

1844-1934 

/ ~ "" 
FRANKLIN AMERICUS BRYAN 

1874-1934 
DAISY MABEL BRYAN 

1876-1915 

/ ~ "" 
FRANK W. 

BRYAN 
CHRISTINE LUCILLE 

BRYAN 
DOROTHY EUGENE 

BRYAN 
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(continued from page 21) 
attrition. The last paper in his military 
jacket lists him as among the prisoners 
of war surrendered to E. M. McCook, 
brigadier general of the Union forces, 
by Major General Sam Jones, C.S.A., 
at Tallahassee, Florida, May 10, 1865. 
Five days later he was paroled. 

The raw farm boy returned home a 
man. Two years later, on August 29, 
1867, P. N. Bryan married Louisa Cathe
rine (Lucy) Murray in Volusia County. 
She was the daughter of Jackson and 
Susan Lourcey Murrav and a sister of 
Thomas Jefferson Murray. Thomas Jef
ferson Murray was the father of Guilda 
Rose Murray who married John Milton 
Bryan, Jr., great -grandson of Philemon 
Leigh Bryan. 

Seven children were born to P. N. and 
Lucy Bryan. Their first son was named 
REED ASA BRYAN in honor of a bro
ther who would father no children. The 
name Reed Asa Bryan has since become 
part of the history of Broward County 
through the contributions of those who 
have claimed it. 

In 1981, JAMES HAWTHORNE 
BRYAN (see PED X), retired dockmas-

ter for the City of Fort Lauderdale and 
grandson of P. N. Bryan, gave a lengthy 
interview about his father, Reed Asa, and 
his grandfather, Philemon Nathaniel 
(P. N.), and the events that brought them 
to Fort Lauderdale. Born July 13, 1917, 
in a house on the banks of New River at 
Southeast First Avenue, the second son 
of Reed Asa and Stella Ummel Bryan, 
Jimmy shared a wealth of information 
about his family. He described the big 
general store P. N. had in New Smyrna, 
selling everything from a hundred pounds 
of sugar, saddles for horses, clothing for 
the whole family , and other provisions. 
It was a big operation for that little 
territory. 

In the late nineteenth century a rail
road ran from New Smyrna to Orange 
City Junction with a twenty-two mile 
spur track running from New Smyrna 
down into the orange groves. P. N. 
sold supplies to the railroad contractors 
until the railroad went into the hands of 
receivers to be sold at a sharers' sale. 
P. N. went to the sale. The railroad owed 
him almost $5,000, he worked on a small 
margin, and he hoped to recoup some of 
his loss. As Jimmy tells it, some big-city 

lawyers struck a bargain with P. N. -
they promised him all his back payment 
if he would not bid. They shook hands 
on the deal, but no papers were signed. 
A lot of business was done that way 
during the years when a man's word was 
his bond but, in this case, P. N. was 
never paid. 

P. N. suffered a double whammy even 
before the Big Freeze in 1895 when tem
peratures as far south as West Palm 
Beach dropped briefly to twenty- four 
degrees. His uninsured store burned 
down. The only income he had left came 
from his citrus and cattle holdings. Then 
came the Big Freeze of '95. 

Jimmy relates that P. N. Bryan was 
one of the largest citrus growers in 
Florida at the time, owning seven huge 
groves and four packing houses. He com
bined his own fruit with that of smaller 
growers for shipment north . In one night 
during January 1895, P. N. lost every 
tree in his seven groves. Bryan, however, 
still had his cattle, a strong back, a fine 
mind, and - best of all - friends. This 
last came in handy during those dark 
days of early January 1895. 

P. N. Bryan had shipped so much cit· 

The Philemon N. Bryan family, c. 1921. Standing (left to right): 
Tom M. Bryan, Catherine Barrett (daughter of Florence). Perry 
N. Bryan, Florence Bryan Barrett, Eliza Bryan Dreka, Virginia 
Dallas Bryan, Constance Bryan Gardner, Stella Bryan, Reed A. 

Bryan. Sitting: Lucy Bryan, P. N. Bryan, Lucy Gardner (daugh
ter of Constance). On ground: James H. Bryan, Reed A. Bryan, 
Jr., Betty Gardner (daughter of Constance). (Photo courtesy of 
Reed A. Bryan, Ill.) 
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rus over Henry Flagler's railroad that the 
two men became acquainted. Flagler 
asked Bryan to accept the job of con
structing the roadbed for the Florida 
East Coast Railway from New River 
north to what is now Pompano. P. N. 
left for Fort Lauderdale with his sons, 
Thomas Murray and Reed Asa, and 400 
laborers. One of Tom Bryan's favorite 
stories in later years was about his adven
ture during that trip. When their sail
boat got to Delray Beach, Tom felt he 
could make better time on foot, so he 
got off, along with many of the laborers, 
and walked the rest of the way to Fort 
Lauderdale. Even though it took three 
days, Tom still beat his father's sail
boat. Within a few years, the rest of the 
P. N. Bryan family was also in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

We have the 4,800 "Beachcomber" 
columns written by Wesley Winans Stout 
for the Fort Lauderdale News to thank 
for much of the information we have on 
the Bryans as well as on so many other 
Broward pioneers. In 1957, Stout des
cribed the hardships encountered in 
building the roadbed for the railroad. He 
wrote, "Before the grade was finished, 
the area was flooded by the September 
rains until only the embankment was 
visible. The rain stood a foot deep in 
what is now Southwest First Avenue." 
Stout went on to say that the Bryans 
rowed across the New River and back 
three times a day to eat at Mrs. Andrew 
Jackson Wallace's boarding house. The 
Wallaces lived on the south bank where 
Rodi Boatyard stood in 1957. Tents 
had been used for shelter until the 
rainy season; then P. N. brought lum
ber from West Palm Beach by boat and 
built a frame mess hall and a dormitory 
for the 400- man work crew. 

February 22, 1896, the first steam
engine train arrived in the New River set
tlement of Fort Lauderdale. This first 
train brought an assortment of people, 
tourists and settlers alike, much as our 
jet planes do now ... with one exception. 
Until April 1896, when the railroad was 
completed to Miami, through passengers 
went the rest of the way to Miami by 
stagecoach. Talk about roughing it! 
Nevertheless, by October 1902, The 
Weekly Miami Metropolis was crowing 
over the progress of tourism in Fort 
Lauderdale, gleefully tabulating the thir
ty-four trunks put off from one recent 
train. 

By August 1897, the Jacksonville 
Florida Times- Union was reporting that 
P. N. Bryan had a contract with the F.E.C. 
Railway to drain a large amount of 
"prairie" at New River, but by 1898, the 
farmer in Bryan began resurfacing. The 
November 25 issue of The Weekly Miami 
Metropolis that year carried the news that 
P. N. Bryan had "120 acres of fine land 
on the edge of the 'Glades at the head 
of the river with about six acres cleared, 
upon which he has 500 fine young orange 

trees growing. Mr. Bryan will cultivate 
four-and-a-half acres of tomatoes and a 
half acre of beans on his land and two 
acres of tomatoes at 'Old Tommie's 
Camp' - just across the river from 
Osceola's camp. 

Possibly in anticipation of the human 
cargo the trains would bring, P. N. Bryan 
also bought Block C of fledgling down
town Fort Lauderdale for $200 and built 
a small hotel. The September 11, 1900, 
Times- Union reported that P. N. Bryan, 
formerly of New Smyrna, was building a 
nice eight-room dwelling near the depot. 
Lumber was on the ground, and the work 
would begin that day. The paper went on 
to say that P. N. had realized several 
thousand dollars from his farm in Fort 
Lauderdale during the last season and 
would ship several hundred boxes of 
oranges that fall from his three-year
old grove. Each additional newspaper 
article told of the progress of the Bryan 
fortunes, which coincided with the 
growth of Fort Lauderdale. By Septem
ber of 1902 they were reporting the start 
of a new addition to P. N.'s hotel, which 
would bring the capacity to fifty guests. 
In 1968, Stuart Bryan, son of Virginia 
Dallas Bryan and gran-' ~on of P. N., 
told Florence Hardy, then director of the 
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, that 
the original Bryan Hotel on the New 
River Inn site was sawed into two or 
three pieces in 1904. The part facing the 
river was moved to the next corner and 
became an annex. The rest was moved to 
old Nugent (now Southwest Third) 
Avenue and eventually torn down. 

As in every life some rain must fall -
and did it ever for P. N. The September 
1903 newspapers reported that March 
floods had destroyed sixty acres of his 
tomatoes. He replanted ten acres on 
higher ground and still managed to come 
out a little ahead. The Weekly Miami 
Metropolis went on to say that P. N. 
would have cleared $10,000 were it not 
for the floods. At the same time, his son 
Tom had ten acres in tomatoes and two 
in potatoes. Life see-sawed along like this 
for the Bryans for years, triumph and tra
gedy following one after the other. No 
matter the height he toppled from, P. N. 
Bryan was like a cat, always landing on 
his feet and hitting the ground running. 
He was canny enough to realize it was 
folly to concentrate all his resources on 
one venture, and thereby he cut his losses 
considerably. Everything seemed to come 
to a head each September, and in Septem
ber 1906, P. N. was planning his new 
Bryan Hotel. It would be built by E. T. 
King, also formerly from New Smyrna. 
Much was made of Bryan's handsome 
new stone hotel, later known as the New 
River Inn, when it opened January 22, 
1908. Governor Napoleon B. Broward 
and a delegation dined there and then 
took boats to the scene of the dredging 
operations in the Everglades which P. N.'s 
son, Reed, was supervising. Life was 

good. Just a few weeks before, P. N. had 
shipped one huge load of oranges north 
and was anticipating the departure of 
the second load. 

By this time, P. N. was over si xty. 
From a seat on his own porch he could 
watch a whole world go by. Glancing in 
one direction, he could see the river and 
watch the pop boats propelling them
selves along amid the rapid, loud explo
sions of their gasoline engines. Straight 
ahead he had a ringside seat for the 
parade of people brought to Fort Lauder
dale by the railroad that had played sue" 
a big part in his own prosperity; and, 
beyond that, the frenzy of building gen
erated by the dollars these newcomers 
were bringing. 

P. N. could enjoy the six children he 
and Lucy had raised to adulthood and 
anticipate the pleasures of grandchildren 
visiting. Blessed with a seemingly-in
herited longevity, Bryan lived to be 
eighty, dying in 1925 less than a year 
after his beloved Lucy. His grandson, 
James Hawthorne Bryan, had the luxury 
of time with P. N. when the old man 
could finally relax from his long, active 
life and reminisce about all he had seen 
and done. Jimmy was not quite eight 
when his grandfather died, but he re
members the old gentleman very well. 
A tall, slender man with snow-white hair 
and beard, P. N. resembled a judge or 
some other figure of authority. Jimmy 
says his grandfather drank a little bour
bon whiskey - for medicinal purposes -
and had it shipped in from Jacksonville 
by the case, paying seventy-five cents a 
quart for it. "P. N. Bryan was a fine, 
honorable man who worked hard, raised 
a big family, paid his own way. A civic
minded person; everybody liked him." 
A fitting epitaph spoken by an admiring 
grandson. Jimmy has equally fond 
memories of his grandmother, LUCY 
MURRAY BRYAN, as a really good
natured southern woman always in the 
kitchen of the old New River Inn, or out 
back in her own kitchen taking care of 
the needs of her large family. 

Jimmy Bryan remembers many of 
the early pioneers. Dr. John A. Stan
ford, the third doctor in Fort Lauder
dale when he arrived in 1913, delivered 
James Hawthorne Bryan in 1917. Dr. 
Thomas S. Kennedy was also a familiar 
figure. Dressed in white shirt, dark tie, 
and blue serge suit, much like P. N. 
Bryan, Dr. Kennedy did most of his 
doctoring making house calls. His phar
macy was his pocket; his prescription for 
almost everything was a certain number 
of the seemingly same black pills- a dif
ferent amount depending on the com
plaint. When things got more organized 
in Fort Lauderdale, it was decided that 
Dr. Kennedy must become better quali
fied- which he did. 

Jimmy was twelve when Frank Strana
han died a suicide in the New River. Al
though some members of the Cromartie 
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famil y had seen him jump in and had at
tempted to rescue him, the weights 
Stranahan had attached to his waist pre
vented them from bringing him to the 
surface in time. 

Many of the pioneers, to young Jim
my's thinking, took on the persona of the 
title they held. Captain Dennis O'Neill 
was a slightly- built man, like Stranahan, 
who looked just like the stereotypical 
old sea captain of films. Jimmy rem em
bers Ed (Edwin Thomas) King as a super 
carpenter, cabinetmaker, and contractor 
who built the New River Inn for P. N. 
Bryan as well as the homes for his two 
sons which now comprise the Historic 
Bryan Homes Restaurant. The unusual 
and distinctive hollow building blocks 
used were made from sand barged in from 
the beach and poured into iron mo lds. 

P. N. Bryan told his grandson that 
New River was as clear as gin in 1895, 
and people could see thirty- five feet and 
more down to the bottom. Governor 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward had a 
dream of draining the Everglades and 
making it all farmland. Toward that end, 
he hired Jimmy's father, Reed Bryan, to 
manage dredging operations out into the 
Everglades. Jimmy says that the resu lt 
was that the dredging let muck silt float 
down into New River. The tidal action 
kept it constantly stirred up, boiling the 
muck deposits, which were like fine pow
der, and keeping the water cloudy. As a 
small boy, Jimmy watched the Indians 
pole up and down New River in dugout 
canoes made from cypress logs, to trade. 
His earliest recollection is of a great many 
Indians downtown. He knew many of 
them. Squaws made beautiful multi
colored dresses for themselves. They wore 
them long and made a shorter, knee
length version for their men to wear. The 
women wore beads made from berries 
stacked one atop the other, and a strange 
hairdo fashioned with some sort of grease 
to look like a black hat with a brim on it. 
Jimmy'~ father asked the Indians for 
venison and swamp cabbage - a favorite 
of the old settlers. Taking this heart of 
the cabbage palm destroyed the tree, of 
course, but there were plenty of trees to 
spare then. Alligators were plentiful too 
in the river, and sightings were common, 
everyday happenings. The Indians made 
many thin·gs out of the hides. 

Jimmy took Frank Huck or .. Bring 
'Em Back Alive" fame up the New River 
many years ago. Buck was fascinated with 
the river, saying it looked just like the 
Amazon and some other rivers he had 
explored. 

VIRGINIA DALLAS BRYAN, first 
child of P. N. and Lucy (see FGS 13) , 
married Milton Bryan in 1887 when she 
was nineteen. In some articles about the 
Bryans, Milton is described as a cousin; 
in others, it is stated that he was not re
lated at all. We have been unsuccessful in 
our efforts to answer this question. Mil
ton and Virginia were often described as 
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James H. Bryan, son of Reed A. Bryan, Sr., and future Fort Lauderdale dockmaster, 
stands on the dock at Andrews Avenue with Mrs. Boyd Anderson and Commodore 
Tammy Cain after a successful day of fishing aboard the Bolu .. 1938. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Bryan, probably to 
reduce the confusion with all the Milton 
and John Milton Bryans already in the 
area. Their only child, Stuart, spent most 
of his later life in Oklahoma, returning in 
1982 for a sentimental visit. He toured a 
much- changed Fort Lauderdale and talk
ed about being th e last innkeeper of the 
New River Inn. Before becoming the Dis
covery Center children's museum, the old 
hotel suffered a checkered past. The city 
once used it for its building and engineer · 
ing departments, and it eventually fell into 
disrepair. Now it sparkles in the sunshine 
on the New River and echoes with the 
delighted laughter of children learning 
about the exciting world that awaits 
their discovery. 

Two of P. N. Bryan 's daughters, Con 
stance and Eliza Ann, married and moved 
away from Broward, but Susan Florence 
married Fernando Andrew Barrett, bet
ter known as Fred Barrett, who became 
president of the First National Bank of 
Fort Lauderdale when it opened in 1921. 

P. N. Bryan's two sons, Reed Asa and 
Thomas Murray Bryan, figured promi
nently in Broward County history. Both 
boys arrived with their father when he 
came on Flagler's mission. Together the 
teenage boys found early success in 
farming. From there, their paths divi
ded - Reed's to developing the land and 
the canal system for south Florida and 
Tom's toward developing the City of 
Fort Lauderdale itself. 

There was life-long confusion as to the 
correct birthdates of the two boys and, in 
fact, 1878 is given on both of their tomb
stones at Evergreen Cemetery. However, 
Jimmy says his father Reed was two years 

older than brother Tom. In 1943, Tom 
Bryan got affidavits from Martha S. 
Bryan and W. M. Lourcey attesting to the 
fact that they had been present when 
Tom was born on July 29, 1878. There· 
fore, we can conclude that Reed was born 
June 16, 1876, in New Smyrna, Florida 
(see FGS 13). Named for the young man 
who died during the Civil War, he was the 
first of a long line of Reed Asa Bryans in 
Fort Lauderdale. Reed Asa Bryan, IV, 
was born in 1963 - one hundred years 
after the death of his original namesake. 

REED ASA BRYAN, SR., experienced 
a tragedy early in his life that forever 
convinced him of the importance of med· 
ical care in a new community. His first 
wife was Anna W. Baker, daughter of 
Mrs. Tom M. McRay or McCray. Ori· 
ginally from Baltimore, Anna's mother 
and sister Carol were living in Delray in 
1908 when they visited the Bryans in 
Fort Lauderdale. The Reed Bryans had 
been married a little over a year before 
in Baltimore, according to The Weekly 
Miami Metropolis, when on January 5, 
1909, the young Mrs. Bryan died one 
month after her stillborn son. She had be· 
come violently ill, possibly with dengue 
fever, late in her pregnancy, and no 
medical help was available. Jimmy Bryan 
says his father ran into the Everglades and 
stayed there with his grief for several 
weeks, drinking the 'Glades water and 
catching typhoid fever. After he recover· 
ed, he always traveled to Miami to get 
Dr. James M. Jackson, Jr., when there 
was a medical emergency. Jackson Mem 
orial Hospital was named for Dr. Jack· 
son. 

A December 1909 issue of The Weekly 



Miami Metropolis carried an item telling 
about a new business venture for the 
Bryan brothers. They had started a trans
portation company, operating boats be
tween Fort Lauderdale and Miami from 
New River. It connected with the Cook 
Steamship Company and was called "The 
New River Transportation Company." 
Several of their freight and passenger 
boats would "touch at all points along 
New River and the canal." Cargo To 
Miami was expected to be hides, house
hold goods, and empty gasoline drums; 
on the return trips, the Bryan's boats 
were expected to carry freight to Fort 
Lauderdale. Eight years earlier, the 
Tropical Sun, a newspaper which was 
printed first in Juno and then in West 
Palm Beach, had mentioned a business 
venture between Reed Bryan, Captain 
Dennis O'Neill, and R. C. Goodwin to 
build launches. The newspaper went on 
to say that Fort Lauderdale should be 
proud of its new inlet "which the late 
high water tore out five miles north of 
the old inlet, just below the House of 
Refuge." A depth of nine feet at the bar 
at mean low tide was mentioned, and 
vessels drawing ten feet now could moor 
at the railroad dock. Later stories said it 
was the best inlet on the east coast. Na
ture and man sometimes worked hand in 
hand to improve Fort Lauderdale. 

Reed Bryan worked closely with na
ture all his life. His son tells that he once 
had several sections of tomatoes on State 
Road 84 where the Secret Woods County 
Park is today. He had so many tomatoes 
back in there that he couldn't get them 
out. so he built a tramway along what is 

now Southwest Twenty Sixth Avenue 
across State Road 84 and down the river 
through the present park. He built a pack
ing house there. A small-gauge tram was 
used to take cars from the tomato fields 
down to the railroad where they would 
be graded, packed, put on a boat, and 
taken to the Florida East Coast Railway 
produce dock to be sent north. It might 
sound a little like a Rube Goldberg-in· 
spired idea, but it worked when nothing 
else would. Jimmy Bryan feels his father 
grew to like farming because he was very 
successful with it from the time he first 
came to the area. Even when he didn't 
need to farm, Reed farmed as a hobby 
and had a large agricultural operation be· 
cause he liked to see things grow. A fore· 
man ran the farm, however, because Reed 
was also deeply involved in real estate 
most of his later years. 

Although Reed Bryan made a reputa
tion in farming, he made a name for him
self first for carrying out Governor Brow
ard's campaign promise to drain the Ever
glades. The governor asked Bryan to con
struct two dredges for the project. Built 
at Sailboat Bend on New River, they 
were named the Everglades and Okeecho
bee. At this same spot ~· 'nds the River
front Marina where Doug Mackie recently 
opened "Shirttail Charlie's," a bar and 
restaurant. From any table inside or out 
is a clear view of the F.E.C. railway 
bridge, Discovery Center, and the Historic 
Bryan Homes Restaurant, as well as the 
Landmark Bank and other skyscrapers in 
the downtown Fort Lauderdale area. It 
all comes together in this rustic setting 
conducive to contemplation of where 

Fort Lauderdale's first automobile was a "Glide" with forty-two inch wheels1owned 
by Reed A. Bryan, Sr. Reed's nephew Perry is in the driver's seat, and the New River 
Inn is in the background, c. 1909-1910. 

we've been and where we're going. 
The majority of the drainage project 

was completed after Broward's death, but 
Reed Bryan got the ball rolling as super
visor of dredging on the North New River 
Canal. Lest we write off this important 
undertaking with the mistaken idea that 
the Everglades was some swampy area 
there in the boonies somewhere, take a 
look at the map on the back cover and 
consider how many of us enjoy the fruits 
of Reed's labor unperturbed by all but 
the most torrential rains. As far out as 
University Drive near Broward Mall !ann 
is less than nine feet above sea level in 
most areas. Few Broward Countians can 
walk more than a few blocks without 
being in sight of a canal to lessen the 
danger of flooding. 

Reed Bryan married again in 1914. His 
second wife and mother of his sons, Reed 
Asa Bryan, Jr., and James Hawthorne 
Bryan, was Barbara Estelle (Stella) Um
mel. Stella was a Yankee schoolteacher 
born in Trenton, Ohio. She was offered a 
job teaching in Dade County. Before she 
left Ohio, the superintendent wired her 
that he would pay her $50 more if she 
would take a job in Fort Lauderdale. 
Wires flew back and forth with Stella 
asking the superintendent where Fort 
Lauderdale was as she couldn't find it 
on any map, and he wiring back its 
location and the information that it was 
twenty- five miles north of Miami. Stella 
wired her acceptance, met Reed Bryan at 
a church social, and married him in her 
hometown of Middletown, Ohio, in 
August of 1914. After a month-long 
honeymoon, the new Mr. and Mrs. 
Bryan returned to Fort Lauderdale. 
The Weekly Miami Metropolis said of 
the event, "Reed looks ten years younger 
and wears a smile that no practiced cake 
walker can equal." 

Reed was a "catch;" good looking, 
well-to-do, and connected to all the im
portant people in town. Jimmy says his 
father owned the first automobile in 
town - an expensive car with forty-two 
inch wheels. Among the family's posses
sions is a photo of Tom Bryan's only 
child, Perry, standing in the front seat, 
which dates the photo at about 1909-
1910. 

Reed Asa Bryan, Jr., was twenty-two 
and his brother, James Hawthorne Bryan, 
just twenty when their father died sud
denly. As a young man, Reed, Jr., was as
sociated with Port Everglades while Jim
my eventually became dock master for 
the City of Fort Lauderdale. Reed got in
terested in politics and was mayor of 
Fort Lauderdale for one term and city 
commissioner for several terms. REED 
ASA BRYAN III, an attorney in Fort 
Lauderdale, continued to carry out the 
family legacy of being first or youngest 
in an important endeavor when he be
came the youngest president ever elected 
by the Fort Lauderdale Symphony Or
chestra Association. 
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We are indebted to a high school proj
ect for which REED ASA BRYAN, JR., 
was interviewed for insight into that inte
resting, amusing, and patien t man. The in
terview dates from 1974-75. On this tape, 
one can hear the youthful voices of high 
school students almost rushing through 
the interview with this famous man and 
his patient answers to what must have 
been a pat format of questions. Because 
of his lifetime in Fort Lauderdale and his 
real estate business, most of the questions 
concern themselves with real estate and 
provide insight into what this area was 
really like in the early years. 

Bryan said the importance of the New 
River could not be overestimated, as 
it ran through the center of town and was 
the main outlet for settl ers to the open 
sea. It was used to take fruits and vege
tables to the train for their trip north to 
market. According to Bryan, it took a 
full day to go up New River to Lake 
Okeechobee by boat, and there was no 
other way to get there in the early days. 

While a horse was essential in the old 
West, in Fort Lauderdale the "horse" 
was a boat. No family could survive 
without a boat of some sort. Reed Bryan, 
Jr.'s family had a houseboat-type vessel 
while his Uncle Tom had a sixty- foot 
pleasure boat. 

Travel was done by boat, on foot, 
or by the few horses available during the 
early times before the railroad came in 
1896 and changed things forever. After 
that, it was possible (and infinitely more 
desirable) to go to Miami and the Keys 
by railroad. During the '20s, there were 
only two stops between Miami and the 
Keys. Once you got there, though, you 
had to have your own boat to provide 
housing. Hotels and marinas were far in 
the future, and you had to work hard for 
this "fun" outing! 

Before the blessed establishment of 
weather systems and a system of com
municating hurricane warnings, each hur
ricane came as a surprise. The 1926 
blow was no exception. Making simple 
preparations for what they must have felt 
was to be a typically windy , rainy storm, 
the people were surprised by a full- blown 
hurricane. It brought high water which 
flooded Fort Lauderdale downtown all 
the way to the beach. Martial law lasted 
for three weeks afterward. 

Reed Bryan, Jr., vividly remembered 
another hurricane just two years later. It 
took the roof on his house, sucking the 
windows in instead of outward. This hur
ricane caused Lake Okeechobee to flood, 
resulting in tremendous loss of life. Al
though most of its damage took place 
along the lake and in Palm Beach County , 
the hurricane delivered a punch to down
town Fort Lauderdale in the form of a 
twister along with extensive flooding . 
Slapped twice in two years by the un
predictable weather, some settlers went 
down for the count, heard the bell, and 
threw in the towel. Feeling they had turn-
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ed the other cheek long enough, many 
people accepted the free rides offered by 
the railroad to anyone who wanted to 
return north. They saw no alternative, 
having nowhere at all to sleep, nothing 
to eat, possessing only the clothes on 
their backs. Others, however, had nothing 
to take back north, not even what they 
had brought with them to start a new life 
in sunny Florida. Given these conditions, 
many chose to stay, having nothing at 
either end of the railroad line. Bryan said 
there were few injuries and "everybody 
just got busy and rebuilt." 

The hurri cane of 1928 prompted 
stricter structu re requirements, including 
adequate beams, and columns to with
stand high winds . It was no longer accept
able to throw together a tarpaper shack 
to li ve in while you built your dream 
house in Florida. Luck il y in those early 
years before building codes , some of the 
beauti ful islands - like Hendricks Isle
had yet to be developed, or the loss of 
property would have been far greater. By 
the time new, extensive development 
came, building codes were right on its 
heels. Even so, earl y homes were often 
built of wood and chicken wire covered 
with plaster. 

Reed Bryan , Jr., gave a telling account 
of the progress in real estate and revenues 
deri ved from the building improvements. 
William Robert Boyd, a construction su
pervisor, built one of the Bryan family 
homes in 191 5. It had a steeply-pitched 
roof, a necessity at that time as water 
was collected off these roofs for drinking 
and washing. By the '30s, good houses 
cost between $3,500 and $4,000. Even 
until World War II , the going price for 
these homes was around $7,000. The ear
lier houses were built three or more feet 
above ground, reducing the problem of 
rising water. Pitched roofs provided a 
bonus of attic storage space which we 
today forgo for the convenience of large, 
two-car garages where we store belong
ings with little fear of flooding. By the 
late '30s and early '40s, another ingenious 
invention was adopted which is enjoying 
a resurgence of popularity now in these 
times of high utility bills. Solar water 
heaters are again beginning to sprout 
on the roofs of energy- conscious home 
owners. As in the past, the sun's rays, 
magnified by glass panels, heat copper 
pipes in the grid work to heat water. 
Electric boosters provide year-round 
comfort on the few sunless days. As 
utility bills rise , home owners seem to be 
reaching into the past for relief. Pitched 
roofs, solar heaters, and houses built 
three feet or more above ground, as well 
as the porches on two or three sides 
which provided ventilation in those 
years of no air conditioning are all 
examples, not to mention the resurgence 
of ceiling fans. Bryan concluded his in
terview with the comment that he had 
built, in 1942, a house for $7,200 con
sisting of three bedrooms, two baths, 

closed garage, and screened porch on 
seventy- five- foot lot in Rio Vista which! 
he sold at the time period of that inter
view for $48,000. 

Many stories are told about the fan 
tastic profits made in Florida real estate 
but Reed Bryan, Jr.'s brother, Jimmy 
likes to tell about the proposition made b 
Governor Broward to his grandfather, 
P. N. Bryan. Governor Broward offered 
P. N. acreage in Fort Lauderdale - any 
acreage and as much as he wanted at 
fifteen cents an acre - if he would go 
down to Miami and find a surveyor to 
complete a survey to send up to the 
governor. P. N. could have bought the 
beach from Miami to Palm Beach for 
fifteen cents an acre. He had $16,000 
from the sale of hi s cattle herds in New 
Smyrna, but he simply could not see 
the potential tourist development. The 
beach was bleak and desolate and it 
wouldn't grow anything! The island 
areas were all mangrove swamps, and the 
only way to get to the beach was by boat 
down the New River. To Jimmy's think
ing, the first to reali ze the potential was 
Henry Flagler. While building the rail
road, he also built some fabulous hotels 
in Palm Beach and Miami. The railroad 
itself was not a business with Flagler but 
a rich man 's hobby, and even building the 
railroad to Key West was strictly a hobby 
with him, to Jimmy's way of thinking. 
Jimmy said, "Flagler sure didn't expect 
to get rich out of it. He didn't need to, 
I suppose ... " 

Jimmy says the Bryan family did buy 
quite a bit of acreage from Governor 
Broward's proposition, but they bought 
grove land out in southwest Fort Lauder
dale and Davie as well as land in the area 
that runs from United States Highway 
441 east along the north side of the 
North New River Canal. This last area 
was known as the New River Groves. In 
addition, they bought land in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale, but they didn't buy any 
beach land at fifteen cents an acre. 

The sons of farmer P. N. Bryan even
tually recognized the potential for beach 
development. Except for three small par
cels of land, Reed and Tom once owned 
all the property in the Harbor Beach 
area running from Bahia Mar Yacht Cen
ter to Port Everglades Inlet, including all 
the islands. One of the three parcels was 
a little subdivision called Harbor Heights; 
another was Breakwater Beach where the 
Point of the Americas condominium is 
now located, and the third was a little 
strip of oceanfront about a quarter of a 
mile long where Lago Mar stands. In 
1939, the Bryans organized the Harbor 
Beach Company and started developing 
this property and selling lots. Eventually 
they got an easement through the old 
Coast Guard base to build a road to open 
up what is now known as Harbor Beach. 
According to Jimmy Bryan, a bridge was 
projected to cross Lake Mabel at South
east Fifteenth Street. Started during the 



land boom and called the old jackknife 
bridge, it was never finished and was 
eventually torn down. Later on, the 
Brook Memorial Causeway (Seventeenth 
Street Causeway) took its place. The fed· 
eral government established an excess 
profits tax during World War II which 
caused the Bryans such a tax problem 
that they eventually sold the remaining 
holdings to L. C. Judd. By 1981, one va· 
cant Harbor Beach island lot sold for 
$300,000 - more than the Bryans' 
whole capitalization in 1939. According 
to Jimmy, three of the ordinary lots 
would have been more valuable in 1981 
than the entire Harbor Beach Company 
ever was. 

Let's take another step back in time 
to another of the sons of LEWIS and 
AMANDA BRYAN, the youngest brother 
of P. N. Bryan, named GADSDEN 
BRYAN (see FGS 12). Gad Bryan is a 
genealogist's dream come true - a man 
who will be forever remembered for his 
high jinks while his more circumspect 
relatives probably shuddered. GAD 
BRYAN, born January 1852, was the 
youngest son among the nine children 
of Lewis Bryan's first marriage. About 
1878, Gad married Mary Braddock. AJ. 
though he resided at Glencoe, Volusia 
County, with his wife and six children, 
Gad spent a lot of time traveling around 
south and central Florida. When his 
brother, P. N., came to Fort Lauderdale 
to work on the roadbed for Henry Flag· 
ler's railroad, Gad came along too. To 
supply the railroad workers, he started 
what was perhaps the first saloon on the 
banks of the New River. After the job 
was done, he folded his tent- literally
and moved on. That site today is graced 
by the Historic Bryan Homes Restaurant 
with its elegant glass-enclosed lounge 
with harpist and gleaming cherry-wood 
bar. The restaurant was created by a 
skillful joining of separate homes built by 
P. N. Bryan for his sons, Tom and Reed. 

Gad made the newspapers a lot be
tween 1891 and 1910. In the Florida 
Times- Union newspaper, dated August 
17, 1895, and datelined West Palm Beach 
we find mention of "Gad and P. N. Bryan, 
brothers and politicians of Volusia, have 
purchased valuable land on the New 
River and are going full force to farm 
with teams and all necessary equipment." 
The article also says that they had a large 
railroad contract. Elsewhere in that same 
newspaper is mention of a civil engineer 
beginning to survey the new town on 
New River and describing the location as 
"about half a mile from the present stage 
crossing known as New River Camp, 
post office Fort Lauderdale, named for 
the old indian fort nearby." On Septem
ber 13, 1896, there appeared the fol
lowing advertisement in the same paper, 
"New River lands at a bargain. 880 acres 
adjoining on the south the new town of 
Progresso. $25.00 to $100 per acre." 

In the autumn of 1891, both the 

Tampa Tribune and the Tropical Sun 
carried articles about Gad. It seems a 
man arrived from Kissimmee saying he 
had seen Jim Alexander and Gad Bryan 
training nine Seminoles for a "Wild South 
Show" which would tour the southern 
states and "rival Buffalo Bill's show." 
Jim was letting his hair grow long to 
mimic Buffalo Bill while Gad was shaving 
his and painting himself "Seminole 
style." Gad wanted to be billed as "The 
Bald- headed Seminole of the Everglades." 
Unfortunately, we haven't any subse
quent news reports of the tour actually 
taking place or pictures of the "tribe." 
Although Gad was occasionally in the 
company of Phil and Lucy Bryan, they 
may have wished to downplay the kin
ship. Fast becoming pillars of the com
munity of Fort Lauderdale, they must 
have looked askance at this relative who 
bucked the system they were upholding. 
Perhaps we've found the origin of the ex
pression, "E', Gads!) 

In Dec. 1898, The Weekly Miami 
Metropolis newspaper quoted a Florida 
Times- Union dispatch from Deland about 
Gad Bryan which "may or may not sur
prise our readers. Mr. Bryan is well 
known in this section." I went on to de
tail a cow-stealing case with Gad as the 
accused. United States Representative 
Frank Clark of Jacksonville appeared 
for the State of Florida while the defense 
was conducted by Judge Palmer of Or
lando. Taking just over an hour, the jury 
voted five to one on the first ballot for 
guilty. An appeal was planned. The penal
ty for cow stealing was not less than 
two years or more than five years in 
prison. It seems that Gad Bryan had 
purchased 1,000 head of cattle from the 
Clifton estate, to be paid for as butcher
ed. The estate was to butcher the cattle. 
After thirty- two head were butchered 
and delivered, an argument brought the 
two parties into circuit court, where 
Gad Bryan was charged with stealing a 
cow. It's not as simple as that. Bryan's 
attorney claimed presiding Judge Stew
art was a personal enemy of his client 
and had caused Bryan 's arrest to help the 
Clifton estate in their civil suit against 
Bryan. Judge Stewart proceeded to try 
the case. It came out during the trial 
that Gad Bryan did not take the cow. 
Supposedly, a man named Davis, des
cribed as Bryan's agent, took the cow. 
Bryan denied Davis was his agent. The 
plot thickened. The state claimed that 
Bryan only paid for thirty- one of the 
thirty- two cows killed and delivered to 
him, and was guilty of larceny. After 
Bryan's conviction, however, the Florida 
Supreme Court reversed the lower court, 
and the reversal was not unexpected. 

For several years Gad seems to have 
kept a low profile, but by December 9, 
1903, a GAD BRYAN, JR., was making 
the papers. Described as a "well- known 
sportsman and saloonist, " he was to begin 
a three- month jail term for operating a 

gambling house, carrying a concealed 
weapon, and keeping his bar open on 
Sunday. E', Gads! The Tampa Tribune 
went on to say Gad had recently been 
involved in a "shooting scrape" among 
gamblers at his saloon. Almost a year 
later, on October 6, 1904, the Tribune 
was saying that Gad Bryan, Jr., had sur
rendered in Savannah, Georgia, to begin 
serving three months. Was this from the 
original case or a new charge against 
him? No matter, by November 20, Gad 
was pardoned out of jail at Savannah, 
and in August of 1905 acquitted ir 
Savannah on charges of keeping a gam
bling house. Sure pays to have friends 
in high places. Prior to surrendering, Gad 
had been in Tampa very visibly serving 
on the Democratic State Committee! 

Since the original Gad Bryan was not 
a junior, we have to wonder if the above
mentioned Gad, Jr., was one of his six 
children. Unfortunately, we have the 
names of only four of them: Grover, Es
telle, Henry P., and John S. However, the 
1880 Florida census shows Gad and Mary 
in Volusia County with one six-month 
old son named Spica. The 1900 Flori
da census lists four children still living at 
home and states that six were born of 
the marriage and still living in 1900. 
Some of these newspaper reports may 
span two generations in the same family . 
This seems likely as in 1903 Gad (Senior) 
would have been fifty-one years old 
and considered a graybeard in an era 
when people thought themselves old at 
forty . 

By the final mention of Gad Bryan in 
the Florida Times- Union in January 
1910, Gad was into tamer stuff. He was 
promoting a Palm Beach-Lake Okeecho
bee highway with George Butler, Dade
Palm Beach County representative. Gad 
Bryan may 1\ave been a wild man and an 
embarrassment during those years when 
even "a glimpse of stocking was some
thing shocking," but don't you wish you 
could sit at his feet and hear about 
things he did that never made the papers? 
He could probably talk for hours! 

P. N. Bryan's family lived down the 
notorious Gad Bryan, and anything de
trimental he did for the name was more 
than compensated for by the sons of 
Philemon Nathaniel and Lucy Bryan. 
Historians face an enviable problem when 
they try to detail the contributions of 
many of the Bryans. While it is sometimes 
necessary to stretch a few facts into a 
sizeable story with some subjects, with 
the Bryans there is so much to choose 
from that paring it down to a manageable 
size is the problem. 

We mentioned in Part One that the 
Bryans did almost everything first or, 
failing that, were the youngest to do 
something when they got around to it. 
This is particularly true of THOMAS 
MURRAY BRYAN. Volumes could be 
written about this tireless, interesting 
gentleman. Tom M. Bryan, more than 
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any other member of the clan , epitomiz 
ed Webster's definition of pioneer as 
someone who "precedes the main body 
and builds bridges, roads, trenches; or 
as someone who goes before into that 
which is unknown or untried, to prepare 
the way for others_" 

THOMAS MURRAY BRYAN was the 
sixth of seven children born to Philemon 
Nathaniel (P. N.) and Lucy Bryan. In 
November 1904 he married the beautiful 
Camille Perry of Covington, Georgia. 
Many times during her long lifetime 
(1879-1981), Camille Bryan described 
the sleepy town she found on arrival in 
" downtown" Fort Lauderdale. At 10:30 
p.m. on November 12, 1904, the new 
Mrs. Bryan stepped away from the noise 
and bright lights of a train and followed 
her bridegroom along a sand path through 
a circle of lantern light to the P. N. 
Bryan home and into her future . For al
most seventy-seven years, Camille Bryan 
watched Fort Lauderdale grow. She was 
often interviewed over the years and 
usually expressed approval for the changes 
she witnessed. According to Mrs. Bryan, 
meeting the train and getting the mail 
was the chief excitement in the early 
days. She marveled at the resilience of 
the tiny Mrs. Stranahan, who had al
ready been in Fort Lauderdale for sev
eral years when Camille arrived. She 
described the simple pleasures and ne
cessary compromises which were daily 
occurances as well as the frightening 
realities of life in that more primitive 
culture. One such was the loss of pre
cious minutes when one person was 
snakebitten or another in labor and the 
only help was Dr. Kennedy, who could 
be reached only by ferry across New 
River. During a 1935 interview, Mrs. 
Bryan said that, in the early years, hus
band Tom paid $25 for fifty by 150 
foot lots in the business district and $5 
to $20 per acre for outlying property. 
Camille Perry Bryan celebrated 101 
years o . a full life at a tea party for 120 
in February 1980. During yet another 
interview at that time, her charm and wit 
were evident. Discussing her most recent 
birthday, Camille Bryan opined, "A wo
man who will tell you her age will tell 
you anything!" 

THOMAS MURRAY BRYAN and 
REED ASA BRYAN were just teenage 
farmboys when they accompanied their 
father, P. N. Bryan, to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1895. They used what they knew 
best - farming - to establish themselves 
financially. In 1897 the Bryan family 
started putting in orange groves. The 
following year, Tom attended Emory 
College in Oxford, Georgia, returning 
in 1902 to his adopted town. He and 
Reed built two boats to bring vege
tables to market from outlying areas while 
continuing to farm themselves. As young 
men, Tom and Reed tried many different 
ventures. In 1907 they undertook hauling 
steel for the Hillsboro Lighthouse, which 
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would be bu ilt by John Gardner. Gardner 
married their sister, Constance, on May 
14, 1908. Later on, Reed involved him
self with the dredgin g of th e Everglades, 
while Tom 's interests became more diver
sified. 

Jimmy Bryan, his nephew, remembers 
Tom as a ve ry astute businessman with a 
lot of fore sight. When Tom Bryan saw a 
need, he filled it - and Fort Lauderdale 
needed a lot of things. Tom Bryan lit 
up Fort Lauderdale, literally! He also 
kept the residents cool in the summer 
and brought news and music to the air 
waves with the creation of the original 
radio station WFTL. And , if t hat wasn't 
enough, he built roads to take people 
straight to the beach or out into the 
countryside. 

The seemingly improbable name Fort 
Lauderdale Ice and Light Company, Tom 
Bryan's company , has a very plausible 
explanation when one knows "the rest 
of the story. " Before there was an ice 
company in town, ice was delivered twice 
a week from Miami, and locally was 
delivered by mules pulling wagons. The 
original ice plant in Fort Lauderdale 
turned out a less than ideal product ting
ed red and yellow from tannic acid and 
leaf mold. A Frick compressor, belt
driven by a gigantic gas engine, comprised 
the set-up. Tom bought the plant and im
mediately made changes. He used distil
led water, a steam engine, and a shaft
driven dynamo for his new, improved 
system. To make ice , the dynamo had to 
run twenty- four hours a day, so owner
ship of an electric company seemed like 
a sensible idea. Jimmy Bryan tells that his 
Uncle Tom got an electrical contractor 
named J. J. Clinton to install his equip
ment. Wesley Stout said in one of his 
"Beachcomber" columns that a franchise 
was granted Tom in 1912 for the elec
tric company, and that Sam Oliver was 
the only man in town who knew any
thing about electricity so he acted as 
Tom's advisor. General Electric sent a 
man down to install the plant. Perhaps 
this man was Clinton. On December 10, 
1912, the street lights were turned on in 
Fort Lauderdale for the first time. They 
lit Andrews Avenue immediately north 
and south of the river only, but this was 
the important start of nighttime activity 
in downtown Fort Lauderdale. Before he 
sold to the Southern Utilities Company, 
which was eventually taken over by Flori
da Power and Light Company, Tom had 
another idea. Soon after he put the poles 
up for his electric company, Bryan saw an 
opportunity for them to do double duty, 
so he asked Clinton if phone lines could 
go on the same poles as the power lines. 
Armed with an affirmative answer, Bryan 
got another franchise and started a phone 
company. Eventually Bryan moved the 
phone company to larger quarters so Clin
ton and his daughter, Esther, the operat
or, could live in and answer calls at night 
even from their beds if necessary. The 

company was later sold to Southern Bell 
and Telegraph Company . 

It wasn ' t all work and no play for this 
human dynamo named Tom Bryan. He 
was first with acquisitions too - a grown 
man's toys. In 1925, Bryan paid $7,500 
for the first private seaplane in Fort 
Lauderdale and took out the first permit 
for a hangar on the Las Olas causeway. 
Within a year, the hurricane of 1926 
destroyed the hangar and blew the Cur· 
tiss Seagull seaplane across the sound 
and into a bunch of Coast Guard boats. 
Wesley Stout says Tom got $600 for the 
wreckage of his plane. 

Bryan packed a lot of pleasure into 
the short time he had the plane. He em· 
ployed a Maine native, Merle Fogg (1898· 
1928), to pilot his seaplane. Bryan liked 
to hunt and fish, and had a lodge far out 
in the Everglades to which he often tra· 
veled by plane. The story has been 
told and retold about the time his pilot, 
Fogg, lassoed a deer from the plane while 1 

in flight. We'll probably never know if 
this story was true or not. It wasn't told 
until much later because the deer was out 
of season! If it was true, how hard it 
must have been to keep that to them· 
selves! Fogg lived a short, exciting life. 
He died in 1928 along with his student 
pilot in an air crash. In 1929 Broward 
County's first airport was designated 
Merle Fogg Field, later changed to Fort 
Lauderdale- Hollywood International Air· 
port. The granite monument commemo· 
rating Fogg Field disappeared for years. 
When found it was saved by the Daugh· 
ters of the American Revolution and 
placed in a city park on Las Olas Boule· 
vard. 

Tom Bryan's accomplishments in 
road building were frequently noticed 
in the newspapers. In 1917, Tom joined 
in partnership with S. P. Snyder, Sr., to 
build many roads. Among others they 
laid out the main artery through Fort 
Lauderdale to the beach, East Las Olas 
Boulevard. The cost $5,035. By 1922, 
Tom was in partnership with Captain 
Hampton T. Holloway and built Con· 
nors Highway from Twenty-Mile Bend I 
in Palm Beach County to the city of 
Okeechobee - more than forty miles of 1 
roadway. Bryan also built State Road 25 
from West Palm Beach to Belle Glade. It 
was the first hard- surfaced Everglades 
road. In 1941, Bryan and Holloway 
cleared the right of way for the Sunrise 
Boulevard causeway. 

At ninety, Tom Murray Bryan was sti ll 
going to his real estate office every day. 
At his retirement he still managed an 800· 
acre orange grove in Broward County and 
a cattle ranch in Palm Beach and Hendry 
counties. In other words, he never retired 
completely. His accomplishments filled a · 
whole page, single spaced, in the Fort 
Lauderdale Historical Society's New 
River News. His life had been filled with 
service to his adopted city of Fort Lau · 
derdale, and to Broward County too, as 



Frank A. Bryan was chairman of the Dade County Commission, and in 1915 became the 
first clerk of the circuit court for Broward County when it was formed. 

banker, city councilman, city commis· 
sioner, and state representative. He had 
been instrumental in forming Broward 
County from parts of Dade and Palm 
Beach counties. Despite all Tom Bryan 
had accomplished in his lifetime, he was 
succinct with his answer to the question, 
"What was your formula for financial 
success?" Bryan answered, "Collect early 
and pay late!" 

This concludes the story of the first 
family of Lewis Hawthorne Bryan, but 
it's not the end of the story, for Lewis 
married a second time. GEORGIANA 
GOODRICH (1844-1934) was the mo· 
ther of his last two children, and several 
children from each of these marriages 
contributed greatly to the growth and 
development of this area. FRANKLIN 
AMERICUS BRYAN and DAISY MA· 
BEL BRYAN were the children of his 
old age, a second family born when he 
was already in his late fifties. By 1882, 
Georgiana Bryan was a widow with two 
young children in Volusia County. Frank 
A. Bryan came to Fort Lauderdale about 
1896-97. For a while he had a store with 
one of his Goodrich relatives, but by 
1898 he was no longer in partnership 
and was instead trying his hand at farming. 
That year he was preparing land out at 
Little Snake Creek in today's North 
Miami. In 1902, his widowed mother 
and his sister, Daisy, who had married 
Fred Fisher in Volusia County in 1894, 
joined him in Fort Lauderdale. The 

Fishers became the parents of six chil
dren: Leslie, Franklin, Winifred, Mary, 
Louis, and Lena, who married Pompano 
pioneer H. L. "Bud" Lyons in 1917. 

By 1911 Frank Bryan was exhibiting 
the leadership qualities shared by all 
the other Bryans. He was chairman of 
the Board of County Commissioners 
of Dade County almost five years before 
Broward County was formed. In 1915 he 
became the first circuit court clerk of 
Broward County. This job lasted until 
1932, when he retired due to poor 
health. He had been ill for three years 
when he died in October 1934, just weeks 
after his mother, who lived to be almost 
ninety. 

Frank married one of the five Bessent 
sisters from Starke, Florida. When Dade 
County advertised for teachers in 1907, 
Frances Josephine Bessent, first grade 
teacher, answered and accepted a job at 
Ojus. She married Frank in 1914, and 
fhey were parents of three- Francis Wil· 
liam, Christine, and Dorothy Eugene 
Bryan. All five of the Bessent sisters came 
to Fort Lauderdale. Louise Bessent mar· 
ried Dave Turner, and Miss Eugene Bes
sent (named for an uncle) became Mrs. 
David Oliver. Minnie and Juanita (crip· 
pled by polio as a child) also resided here 
until 1950, when they returned to Starke. 
They were the daughters of William Abra· 
ham and Ursula Pauline Wall Bessent. 
Like her father, one of the Bryan girls 
has served the public for many years. 

Dorothy Eugene Bryan has worked in the 
courthouse in the County Clerk's Offi ce 
since 1945. 

It would be impossible to produce any 
work on the Bryans without mention of 
LEWIS HENRY BRYAN and his wife 
ELIZABETH M. WILLIS (see FGS 412). 
Similarities in family given names and 
proximity of settlement suggest that 
Lewis Henry Bryan was related to all 
the other Bryans in Broward County. 
The temptation is strong just to tie this 
up in a neat little package, but genealogy 
doesn't work that way any more than re •.• 
life does. You can't go around assigning 
relatives to people. Sometimes you 
reach dead ends in some areas of your 
research. Such is the case with this branch 
of the Bryan family. Perhaps additional 
information will become available in the 
future. Lewis Henry's lineage has been 
traced no further than NATHAN and 
NANCY MANNING BRYAN, his parents. 
This information comes from his son, 
MORGAN BRYAN, given for his death 
certificate in 1918. Even then, Morgan 
Bryan could only list "America" for the 
birthplace of his grandparents. This 
dead- ends our research for the moment, 
but it is likely more than coincidence that 
brought Lewis Henry Bryan to Fort 
Lauderdale in 1895 to help build the rail
road south of New River toward Miami as 
Philemon Nathaniel (P. N.) Bryan had 
done north from New River toward 
Pompano. Lewis Henry and Elizabeth 
Bryan had three sons and three daughters 
(see FGS 412). Their eldest daughter, 
Susie, came down to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1898, at nineteen, to work at Frank 
Stranahan's store. She was postmistress 
from 1911 until 1922 and was the wife of 
Lucian Craig. In 1900, her younger sis
ter, EVA ANNE BRYAN, came down to 
visit and stayed to pick tomatoes during 
the harvest season. 

Usually it is the Bryan sons who stand 
out, while the daughters remain more in 
the background, but in the Lewis Henry 
Bryan family it was Eva Anne who made 
the most waves. Within two years, Lewis 
Henry Bryan brought the rest of his 
family to Fort Lauderdale, and Eva Anne 
had a new home, a new husband in 
FRANK ROBERTS OLIVER and was 
expecting the first of her five children 

The September 25, 1902, issue of 
the Tropical Sun newspaper car
ried the information that F. R. Oliver 
and L. H. Bryan had recently completed 
houses on the north side of the New 
River and that P. N. Bryan was com
pleting an addition to his hotel which 
would bring the capacity to fifty. L. H. 
Bryan owned Lot 6, Block 32 of the ori
ginal plat of Fort Lauderdale. 

When Frank Oliver and Eva Anne 
Bryan married, the Tropical Sun called it 
one of the most important events of the 
season. The article went on to make the 
tongue-in-cheek observation that they 
were married in the "Yacht Trenton," 
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a rowboat, and had stood up to be mar
ried in the gently rocking boat at the re
quest of Justice of the Peace Captain 
W. C. Valentine . This was an unusual 
beginning for the marriage of a girl who 
seemed to collect many unusual firsts. 
From then on, Eva rocked the boat a lot. 
After being the first pioneer gi rl mar
ried in the village of Fort Lauderdale, Eva 
was the first woman to drive a car in 
south Florida and possibly the whole 
state, the first baptized in New River, 
and the first president of the Fort Lau
derdale Women's Club. She was chair
man of the committee that named Port 
Everglades, formerly called Port Bay 
Mabel. She married a man who racked up 
a few firsts for h imself. Frank Roberts 
Oliver was reportedly the second wh ite 
man to permanently settle in Fort Lau
derdale. He was the first president of the 
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city's first bank, the Fort Lauderdal e 
State Bank. 

In her later yrars, Eva Bryan Oliver 
usrd to say, "The best way to renew 
your youth is never to let go of it in the 
first place. Keep going. Keep going as 
long as possible." Blessed with the longe
vity enjoyed by many of the Bryan clan , 
Eva kept going until she was eighty -one. 

Eva's brothers didn't let any grass 
grow under their feet either. PAUL C. 
BRYAN (1891-1942) was Sheriff of 
Broward County from 1922 to 1929, and 
his wife, the former Maude Gensen of 
Dania, owned Bryan's Cafe in Dania, 
which became the Dania Grill in the '50s. 
LOUIS MORGAN BRYAN (1888-1945) 
worked in the tax collector's office and 
was a policeman who became a police 
chief. He once played Santa for a dance 
in 1929 and somehow set his Santa suit 
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on fire. Embarrassing enough for the 
police chief, but what if he had been the 
fire chief? Morgan Bryan married Eliza 
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We hear the expression "the right 
stuff" band ied about a lot lately with 
the recent release of the film by the same 
name. Nowhere is that expression more 
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for others. 
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BROWARD BUILDER 

Introductory note: On April 5, 1982, 
Cooper Kirk, Broward County Historian, 
conducted an all -day oral history inter
view with George W. English fl. Largely 
unstructured, the interview ranged over a 
host of subjects suggested by both the 
interviewer and the interviewee. What 
follows is an edited and condensed ver
sion of Mr. English's reminiscences told 
in his own words. 

Mr. English, although you are a legen
dary figure in Broward County legal and 
financial circles, your familial and educa
tional backgrounds owe nothing to leger
demain. Will you summarize your ante
ceden ts? 

I was born February 19, 1898, in a 
li tt le town call ed Vienna, Johnson Coun
ty, located in southern Tilinois, thirty -six 
miles north of Cairo, which is at the junc
tion of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers. 
My father's name was George Washing
lton English also; he was the "number 
one." He graduated from IIlinois Wes
Jeyan College, a Methodist school located 
at Bloomington, IIlinois, and earned his 
law degree in 1891. President Woodrow 
Wilson appointed him a federal judge in 
eastern Illinois in 1918. My mother's 
maiden name was Lillie May Farris. Her 
parents migrated into Illinois from Ten
nessee in about 1843 or 1846. Her mo
ther's people, the Gilles pies, had mi
grated from Salisbury, North Carolina, 
into western Tennessee, and from there 
into southern Illinois. 

My parents had four children, all boys. 
Thomas Farris English preceded me as 
the first child in the family; and Virgil 
Carroll English and William Jefferson 
English followed me, in that order. Tom 
and I came first to Broward County and, 
later, the other two brothers settled here 
after retiring, as did my father and 
mother. My father died here in 1941. 
He's buried out in the old section of 
Evergreen Cemetery, as well as my 
mother. 

George W. English, II, c. 1974. 

Did you receive your education in 
Illinois? 

I attended common county schools in 
Tilinois and graduated from Eastern High 
School in Washington , D.C. , in 1916. My 
father was servin!! as an income tax at 
torney for the U.S. Treasury Department 
at the time. After one year at George 
Washington University , Uncle Sam called 
me for service in World War I. The army 
assi~ed me to the Officer's Training 
School in Plattsburg, New York, in May 
of 1918 and commissioned me a second 
lieutenant in the infantry in September 
of that year. Thereafter, I was assigned to 
the 86th Division, Infantry, and served 
at Camp Grant, TIIinois, ninety miles west 
of Chicago, until World War I ended. Al
though orders came for me to go over 
seas, the Armistice was signed, thus, for 
the time, ending my active military 
career. 

After my World War I military stint, I 
entered the University of Illinois. The 
Champaign- based institution awarded me 
a B.S. in 1921. At home from college, 

Easter of 1921, my father asked me what 
I was going to do. I said I had been inter
viewed by a Chicago bond firm and had 
accepted a position with them in the 
Windy City. My major in college had been 
business: economics and accounting. My 
father said, "I have four boys and none of 
them is studying law. Law is an honorable 
profession, I think, and let me say to you 
this - in the world of tomorrow I think 
that law, mi xed with your business edu
cation, will go well together, because 
every businessman is going to have a 
lawyer looking over his shoulder. As our 
population increases and our country 
grows, yo u'll have more and more com 
missions, and laws, and regulations to live 
by, and so you 'II have to have a lawyer to 
help a businessman out. " 

Then I said, "But I'm ready to get 
marri ed ; I've got a job. Three more years 
of college just doesn't look interesting." 

He said, "You'll never regret it. " 
I finally decided to look into it and 

found that I could enter Harvard with
out any trouble. So he advised me to go 
there. He said if I were going to study 
law, I should go to the best law school in 
the country_ And he told me that was 
Harvard, so that's why I went to Harvard. 
I attended from '21 to '24, and ended 
with an LLB from Harvard Law SchooL 
I made a commendable record, but no 
big honors. The Tilinois bar admitted me 
in 1924. Soon I found out that because 
my father was a judge, I'd have to move 
away from his area, because everything 
I might amount to would seem a case 
of, "Well, the judge helped him." 

Is that when you decided to come to 
Broward County? 

I thought first of going to the north
west. But before my plans matured, I 
wrote to the secretary of Harvard Law 
School, and he found openings in the 
southeast, in Florida. As a result, I came 
down here, prospecting, and came through 
Fort Lauderdale on the bus, headed for 
the Magic City of Miami. 

But prior to my arrival in southeastern 
(continued on page 35) 
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George W. English, I, ca. 1890. 

34 BROWARD LEGACY 

The four English brothers, c. 1920· 1923. 
Left to right : William J .; Thomas Farris; 
Virgil Carrol ; George W., II. 

Manuel Carrol English and Rebecca 
parents of George W. English, II. 



(continued from page 33) 
Florida, my hunt for a job had begun, a 
case of leaving no stone unturned. I had 
gotten off the train in Jacksonville, and a 
firm offered me a job there. The bus 
stopped at Palm Beach, where another 
firm offered me a job. Then I headed for 
the Magic City of Miami, where Shutts 
and Bowen had offered me a job, but on 
the way south the bus came through 
Lauderdale. 

I'd never heard of Lauderdale before. 
The bus stopped in front of a new hotel 
(the old Broward Hotel) and through 
the bus window I saw a boy by the name 
of John S. Prescott, with whom I had 
graduated at the University of Illinois in 
1921. I renewed my acquaintance with 
him, and I knew his wife better than I 
did him because she was a sorority sister 
of the Illinois girl I was engaged to marry. 
He said, "Come back up over the weekend 
and see us, and I'll introduce you to a 
young lawyer who does my legal work." 

So I did that, and he introduced me to 
M. Lewis Hall. Lew said, "Well, you want 
a job? I'll give you a job." 

I said, "I'm not entered in the bar in 
Florida." 

And he said, "I don't care. You can 
examine abstracts." So he gave me my 
first job. He was city attorney for Fort 
Lauderdale at that time. 

Although practically unknown to 
present Broward Countians, for years 
M. Lewis Hall played a productive and 
colorful role in the growth and devel· 
opment of the county during its forma· 
tive years. We are interested in his back· 
ground and your association with him. 

Miles Lewis Hall was born in Greens· 
boro, Georgia, and his grandfather, 
Miles Lewis, was a member of the Su
preme Court of the State of Georgia. All 
through the Lewis family in north Geor
gia there have been some rather interest
ing and famous people. Lew came down 
here on his own in 1919 and went to 
work. He was about a year younger than 
I. Lew was a very strong man, very well 
built, about six feet tall, and very athle
tic. He was quite a tennis player and was 
a city tennis champion here for a number 
of years. He also played football and 
baseball. Incidentally, he played on the 
old Tarpon baseball team in Fort Lauder
dale. 

Lew and I formed a partnership. First 
it was Hall, Johnson and English. Judge 
Holmes Johnson was from around Macon, 
Georgia, and had come down here during 
the boom. He was a fine lawyer. He and 
Lew were forming a partnership when I 
went to work for them. That firm was 
Hall and Johnson; then it became Hall, 
Johnson and English. Then Judge John
son went back to Georgia, and we finally 
became Hall and English. Later we open
ed an office in Miami, and I ran this 
office, and Lew ran that one. We finally 

Cadet Corps Company F, Eastern High School, Washington, D.C., 1915-1916. George 
W. English II stands in the second row from the bottom, fourth from left. 

dissolved that and went "Ut on our own 
in 1935, during the Depression. He 
moved to Miami, and I stayed here. Lew 
did very well in Miami, and was a very 
good businessman. I learned a lot from 
him: for example, to take land in fees if 
I couldn't get anything else. Lew ended 
up owning a large amount of acreage over 
in Charlotte County, about 10,000 acres, 
and 35,000 acres up in the adjoining 
county. He finally retired in Miami and 
died about two years ago. 

Lew was city attorney when I arrived, 
and then I became city attorney in 1928. 
He put me on city business. That's the 
way it really started, in his office. 

You arrived in Fort Lauderdale, then, 
when the Florida land boom was at its 
peak. What do you remember about that 
phenomenon? 

When I came here there were so many 
newcomers you couldn't even get a room. 
By that time, in early April 1925, the 
boom was in the second mortgage stage. 
Land was being sold the second time 
around, and values had mushroomed so 
much that everyone was speculating in 
second mortgages. Then it went into the 
third mortgage. They were just piling up 
so many debts against this land that it 
reached a point where nobody could 
make any more money or sell anything, 
and then it all crumbled. 

Were you involved in land speculation 
during the boom? 

When I came here, I renewed acquain
tance with a salesman in a real estate of
fice, Jake Pearl, whom I had known in 
lllinois. He had worked in a creamery 
with me when I was a kid. One day, not 
long after I had started with Lew Hall, 
Jake came to me and said, "George, give 
me a check for $25." 

Twenty-five dollars a week was all I 
got paid then, and I only had about $75 
to my name, so I told him, "That's all 
I've got. I have to eat, and I don't get 
paid for a month." 

He said, "Wait, I bought a lot in 
Progresso, and I've got it sold, but I 
haven't closed the deal on my purchase, 
and I need $25 to do it." 

Two or three weeks later, Jake brought 
my check back and handed me a big 
$100 bill. He said, "That's your part of 
the profits." He had taken the down pay
ment he had gotten from his sale and 
used that to pay me back and close out 
the deal. That's the way they were doing 
it. I thought, "How in the world did that 
happen?" Roscoe Pound, dean of 
Harvard Law School, never told me you 
could make money that quick and that 
easy! 

Within eight or nine months, that 
$100 had grown to about $35,000, and 
I thought I was the smartest guy that ever 
breathed, making that kind of money 
when my legal work only paid $25 a 
week. Like everybody else, I put all my 
money into real estate ventures. When the 
bubble burst, it all went for binders. 

Most people were worse off when the 
boom broke than when it had started, but 
it was certainly a spectacular period in 
Broward County's history. A number of 
promoters and entrepreneurs invested 
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fortunes in large-scale real estate ventures 
and became very influential, at least 
while the boom lasted. J. Well ington 
Roe's fi rm, fo r example, was one of the 
largest here during the boom. Louis F. 
Maire gave up his job as a city judge to 
become their lawyer. 

J . Wellington Roe was a publi c rela 
tions man . Moe Katz, a well known Fort 
Lauderdale banker and businessman for 
many years, worked for him. I remember 
J. Wellington Roe, although I didn't 
know him too well . He was a handsome 
man, a big, fleshy, blond guy . 

How about G. Frank Croissant, the 
developer of Croissant Park? He was 
connected with the firm of Woods, 
Hoskins and Young in that project. 

Woods, Hoskins and Young owned 
the land. I knew Thomas E. Hoskins and 
J. P. Young and had met Gilbert Woods. 
Frank Croissant was the entrepreneur 
who developed and sold that land for 
them. He was just a salesman, really, but 
he made a lot of money at one t ime. 
After the bust , he went to Spain. 

The 1925 newspapers tell that Crois
sant bought, on paper at least, Arthur 
Galt's beach property for approximately 
three million dollars. Of course, we know 
that that transaction fell through since 
Galt owned that land until 1953, when he 
sold it to Steve Calder and Jim Hunt, who 
then developed Coral Ridge. 

Galt was the big property owner in 
that area just north of town . He was in· 
volved with the King of Greece and James 
H. R. Cromwell in promoting the Flora
nada Club in today 's Oakland Park at 
about that same time , but it petered out 
pretty quickly. 

Cromwell married Delphine Dodge, 
and the; later bought Burnham's Point 
from Mrs. Burnham for half a million dol
lars. But they didn 't pay their taxes, and 
Tom Bryan had me buy the tax deed on 
Burnham's Point . Mrs. Burnham held the 
mortgage , which was in trust in the Irving 
National Bank in New York. When I 
started to foreclose, the trustee said, "I 
have the note, signed by James H. R. 
Cromwell and Delphine Dodge. Crom
well's mother is an extremely wealthy 
socialite in Philadelphia, and Delphine 
Dodge has oodles of money. We will 
elect to sue on that note, rather than go 
ahead with the foreclosure." 

So I served them with process. Crom
well had been hiding in Europe while I 
was foreclosing, so I hired a professional 
server, who got him as he walked onto 
the gangplank of the ship to go back to 
Europe. I perfected the title for Tom 
Bryan on that tax deed, which Tom had 
paid $750 for , and he owned all of 
Burnham 's Point. 
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Tom Bryan was one of Broward Coun
ty's most important and colorful figures, 
from his arriva l in the 1890s until his 
death in 1969. We wou ld like to know 
more about Tom. 

Tom Bryan was a great character. 
When I first came to Lauderdale his 
father , Philemon Bryan , had just died, 
and Lew Hall was probating the estate. 
Some of the wo rk on that estate fe ll into 
my lap. Tom and his wife Camille lived 
over on the river, in the old Philemon 
Bryan homestead . His brother Reed also 
lived on the river, but east of Andrews 
Avenue, in back of the old Broward 
Hote l. Tom and Reed had an older sister 
who lived in De land , where her husband 
had a big country store. Another sister 
lived in Mari on, Ohio, and yet another 
was married to Fred Barrett, who was a 
promi nent banker here in the 1920s. 

Although you did not become Fort 
Lauderdale's city attorney until 1928, 
you were involved in the legal affairs of 
the city almost fro m the beginn ing or 
your career, as a resul t o f your partner· 
ship with Lewis Hall. Are there any spe
cific projects that the city was involved 
in during the boom years that stand out 
in your mind? 

Perhaps the most significant develop
ment was the new charter that passed 
at the extraordinary session of the state 
legislature in 1925. It was the first city 
manager form of government in Broward 
County. We found out that the state 
legislature had several special acts pro
viding for city manager governmental 
systems, so I got two or three charters 
that had been passed by other cities, 
modified them here and there, and that's 
the way we drew up the charter for Fort 

Inspirational poem frequently recited 
to George W. English, II, by his mother, 
Lillie May English: 

Boys of spirit, boys of will , 
Boys of muscJe, brain and power 

Fit to cope with any thing 
These are wanted every hour. 

Not th e weak and whining groans 
That aJl troubles magnify ; 

Not th e watchword of " I can 't ," 
But the nobl er one of "I'll try." 

Do whatever you have to do 
With a tru e and earn est zeal , 

13<'nd your sinews to the ta sk , 
Put your shoulders to th e wheel. 

Though your duties ma y he hard, 
Look not on it as an ill. 

If i L be an honest task 
Do it with an hon est will. 

At the anvil , or on th e farm , 
Or whfresoever you may be, 

From your future effort , boys, 
Comes tlw na Lion 's des tiny. 

II! 

I· 



uderdale. The charter provided for a 
ull-time , professional city manager for 
he first time in the city's history. Before 
hat time, the mayor had functioned as 

city manager. 

The last mayor under the old form of 
overnment was William J. "Cap" Reed. 
is father, Colonel Robert J. Reed, came 

rom Chicago in the 1900s and purchased 
,200 acres along Ravenswood Road, 
here he had a settlement of about 250 
eople. Did you have any dealings with 

Will Reed? 

By the time I came to Fort Lauder
dale , Bill Reed's land came all the way up 
to Davie Boulevard between the South 
Fork of the New River and Southwest 
Ninth Avenue. He owed $6,000 or 
$7,000 to Irvin Mitchell, the tailor, and 
had to mortgage that property to him. 
Bill came to me one day and said, "George, 
I'm about to lose that land. If you can 
raise $7,000, you can take it over." 
But I didn't have the money. Mitchell's 
daughter is still living, and she owns that 
property. 

Bill Reed was a fine man. He had plen
ty of sense and made a fine mayor and a 
fine commissioner. I never saw anything 
underhanded in Bill Reed during the 
entire time he was in office here. He was 
good for the city, and people voted for 
him because he went out and did things. 
If there were ever any emergencies, he'd 
step in. He used to do everything but take 
over the police department. Someone 
should write a book about Bill Reed! 

During the mid-1920s, Fort Lauder
dale 's city hall was on the corner of An
drews Avenue and Southwest Second 
Street. The water works was behind it, 
and all the city facilities were crowded 
together there. The municipal golf 
course was located on the site of the 
present Fort Lauderdale- Hollywood In
ternational Airport. 

That nine hole golf course remained 
there until World War II , when the fed
eral government took it over for the Fort 
Lauderdale Naval Air Station. During the 
1920s, though, the city had acquired 
160 acres from Judge John P. Grace for 
a golf and country club. There was quite 
a controversy over that, involving our 
first city manager, Blanchard J . Horne. 

Grace was from Charleston, South 
Carolina, and he worked through the 
Miami development firm of Davenport 
and Rich, but he's always seemed to be 
something of a mysterious figure. Can 
you fill in any details concerning the 
city's acquisition of the Fort Lauderdale 

Country Club property and how City 
Manager Horne was involved? 

Judge Grace began developing that 
property as a subdivision and was build
ing roads around it. Then he donated 
the 160 acres to the city for a golf 
course. Grace bought city bonds, and the 
city completed building the road around 
it. The city eventually discovered, though, 
that the title wasn't any good. The city 
manager, Horne, was a friend of Tom 
Stilwell's who had come down from An
derson, Indiana. In my opinion, Horne 
wasn't a very strong character. He claim
ed that the city attorney had verified the 
title, but there was no record to that ef
feet, and Lew Hall said that he never gave 
an opinion on the matter. Lew and Blan
chard almost got into a fist fight over it. 
Finally, M. A. Hortt, who had been elect
ed to the city commission, took Horne 
aside. I don't remember all the details, 
but Horne just resigned and left town. 

We have mentioned Reed and Horne. 
Can you tell us about any other promi
nent political figures during this period? 

The first mayor under the new char
ter was John W. Tidball. I don't know 
much about his background except that 
he was retired and quite wealthy. He was 
a real estate agent and investor here, but 
he had ample resources to live comfort
ably without too much local work. He 
was also interested in developing the 
beach. After he was out of office, when I 
was serving as city attorney, I negotiated 
with him on behalf of the city for the 
acquisition of the public beach north of 
the Lauderdale Beach Hotel property. He 
and Carl Weidling and others had opened 
that up in 1925. After the bust it became 
delinquent, and they ended up owing 
$35,000 worth of taxes. We worked out a 
deal where the city required them to pay 
some cash to help purchase a new fire 
engine and traded the balance of the debt 
for that beach. Despite the fact that he 
had served as mayor, Tidball never identi
fled too much with the community, but 
he was a respected citizen. Others on the 
original commiSSIOn under the new 
charter included J. S. Hinton, C. D. 
Kittredge, and W. C. "Bill" Kyle. 

These were people who most residents 
of Fort Lauderdale today don't know 
anything about, but they were giants in 
those days, particularly Bill Kyle. Kyle 
came to Fort Lauderdale in 1905 as a 
ticket and freight agent for the F.E.C. 
Railway. 

I knew Bill Kyle very well. Bill ran the 
old Fort Lauderdale Bank and Trust until 

it merged with the First National Bank. 
The First National Bank had built the 
Sweet Building, now the Las Olas Build
ing, in 1925, and the firm of Hall and 
English moved into that building, as did 
most of the other lawyers in Fort Lauder
dale. After the boom collapsed, though, 
land values fell out from under every
thing. So, when the First National Bank 
got into trouble, Bill Kyle, rather than 
let them close, took them over. There's 
an interesting story behind that. 

The City of Fort Lauderdale had is
sued two million dollars worth of harbor 
bonds, and the City of Hollywood issueu 
another two million dollars of their own 
separate bonds. J. W. Young, the founder 
of Hollywood, was also to put up two 
million dollars. Together, these proceeds 
were intended to complete Port Ever
glades. I bought $100,000 worth of Hol
lywood Harbor bonds for $9,000 at six 
percent interest. I didn't buy from Lau
derdale because I was city attorney there 
at the time. My bonds were reissued at 
six to four percent, and certificates were 
awarded for past due interest. I rode 
those bonds through for twenty years and 
got my $100,000 off the $9,000, with in
terest all those years. I finally gave them to 
Holy Cross Hospital when it was being 
built in the 1950s. 

To get back to the bank merger, the 
City of Fort Lauderdale had some assets 
that they had to sell out of that bond is
sue, and Bill Kyle talked them into buy
ing $300,000 of the most worthless paper 
the First National Bank had before he'd 
agree to take it over. I advised them that 
that was absolutely illegaL It was a mis
appropriation of public funds to take 
that money and invest it in anything but 
government bonds. But they felt that, 
with the grace of God, they were going to 
save both banks, because if the merger 
failed, Bill Kyle's bank would go under 
as well. 

I remember the night that deal was 
consummated. The final meeting was in 
C. L. Chancey's office, on the ninth 
floor of the Sweet Building. Bill was 
there, and some of the officers of his 
bank, and Jay Hinton, the president of 
the First National Bank, and Fred A. Bar
rett, First National's chairman of the 
board. Before that meeting was over, old 
Fred Barrett was sitting on the floor of 
Chancey's office, crying like his heart 
would break. This was in 1928. In spite 
of the merger, Kyle's bank failed later 
that same year. 

Frank Stranahan, the founder of mod
ern Fort Lauderdale, was a director in 
Kyle's bank, and it often has been said 
that his tragic suicide was a result of the 
collapse of that bank. 

I think the bank failure contributed 
to his insolvency, but he was involved in 
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many other unsuccessful financial ven
tures, and he felt he could never pull out 
of debt. He had a mortgage on his pro
perty, too , from the old broker Burn
ham. 

Then, in addition, he had been elected 
to the city commission in 1927 on the 
platform of going in and getting things 
going again. The city government was in 
an upheaval, and virtually nobody was 
paying taxes as a result of the crash of 
'26. And when he got in there, Lauder
dale people were so mixed up and con
fused and frustrated after the bubble 
had burst and the Depression had come 
on that he said to me, "George, I don't 
think Jesus Christ, if He were on earth 
today, could present anything to this 
city commission that would be passed 
by it." 

After Stranahan's death, of course, 
Burnham still had the mortgage on the 
property and, after Burnham died, his 
widow Edith foreclosed. But she saved 
the property on which the Pioneer House 
sat for Mrs . Stranahan. That's why it was 
cut out of where the Pantry Pride store 
is, there on East Las Olas Boulevard. 

Were these the Burnhams of Burn
ham's Point? 

Yes. Burnham had a home, on Burn
ham's Point, with a cupola on top where 
he could sit and look out on the ocean. 
His wife Edith was a very beautiful, 
young French woman. Th ei r boat captain 
was Wallace Kin g, son of Ed King who 
was one of Fort Lauderdale's earliest 
settlers. Burnham would let Wallace take 
Edith for cruises out into the ocean, and 

they would sail directly out of New 
River, through the inlet that was cut 
there in 1923. It later filled up when they 
opened Port Everglades. In later years, 
Mrs. Burnham had a lovely home on the 
North Fork of the New River. 

The collapse of the land boom, then, 
destroyed some of Fort Lauderdale's 
most prominent citizens, men like Kyle 
and Stranahan, and it ruined banking 
in the area. Do you recall some of the 
other effects this economic disaster had 
on Broward County? 

Well , the population certainly de
creased. In Fort Lauderdale, I imagine, 
it went down to 4,000 or 5,000. They 
had come in droves, and they left in 
droves. Nobody paid any taxes, and they 
piled up until they were past due for 
several years. The city made a contract 
with me, as city attorney , to pay all the 
expenses of the stenographers because 
they just didn't have the money. Two 
girls came to work in my office as secre · 
taries, and I spent most of my time wri
ting letters and collecting tax ce rtificates. 
Under the Foreclosure Act you could 
foreclose on those tax certificates just 
like you could on a mortgage. The city 
couldn't even pay its policemen. They 
couldn't afford to buy a fire engine, so 
they leased it with an option to buy, and 
I paid the rent on it. 

Finally, Ralph A. Horton , Tom Bryan, 
and I got together in Horton's insurance 
office and organized a company known as 
the Broward County Bond and Tax Ad
justment Bureau, Inc. Frank Bryan was 

Fort Lauderdale's City Hall (left) on the corner of Southwest 2nd Street and Andrews 
Avenue in 1935, at the time George English was city attorney. 
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also in on that deaL He had been clerk of 
the circuit court and was one of the great
est poker players I've ever seen! We got a 
special act through the legislature so that 
the city could trade municipal bonds for 
past due taxes, and that's one way we 
cleaned up all those taxes. 

Our Broward County Bond and Tax 
Adjustment Bureau had twenty-six differ 
ent types of bonds. We had road and 
bridge districts, school districts, the coun
ty, all of the cities, and drainage districts, 
including the Napoleon B. Broward 
Drainage District and the Little River 
Drainage District. We bought the bonds 
and sold pieces of them to the taxpayers 
for what we could get them to pay us. 
They would then trade them in to the 
city for overdue taxes. We'd pay seven
teen or twenty cents on the dollar. And 
I rode that market until it got up to 
about seventy-eight cents on the dollar, 
so there was a reasonable profit from 
that. My fee for doing the work and furn
ishing the know-how was $400. 

You mentioned Ralph Horton as one 
of your partners in the Bond and Tax 
Adjustment Bureau. Can you tell us 
anything about him? 

Ralph Horton was the one who really 
managed the company. He was a shrewd 
Yankee, about six feet, two or three 
inches tall, pretty deaf, and as honorable 
as anyone could ever be. He had suffered 
from tuberculosis and had moved to the 
mountains of Arizona and, finally, wound 
up here. In the 1910s, he acted as local 
agent for the large land companies which 
were investing in Everglades land. He 
went broke, but Ralph never went 
through bankruptcy. He eventually paid 
off every dollar. 

Perhaps the most visible testament to 
you in Broward County is George English 
Park. While we are on the subject of real 
estate, can you explain how that park 
came into being? 

That again goes back to the tax prob
lems we were having. Our first city plan 
ner was Richard Schermerhorn in 1925, 
and he had put together a park plan. 
Going through the lists of property that 
were off the tax roll, I found thirty acres 
owned by old Ross Clark, who had a big 
mansion on the west side of town, where 
the Tarpon River emptied into the New 
River. It turned out that Ross Clark owed 
$19,000 in taxes, which the city never 
would have gotten from him, so I traded 
that $19,000 in ur.paid taxes for that 
thirty acres, and the city's voters voted 
to adopt it as part of the park plan , so it 
can never be sold. A small piece of that 
property was deeded by the city to the 



school board, free of charge , for the Bay
shore Elementary School. 

Of course it wasn't named George 
English Park until much later, in the '50s. 
Steve Calder probably had more to do 
with that than anybody. He called me 
on the phone one day and said, "Would 
you object if a park were named after 
you?" 

I said, "Yes, after I'm dead!" And 
nothing more was said until the mayor, 
John J. Russell, sent me a letter inform
ing me of it. 

When that park was first established, 
there was no road out there, was there? 
Sunrise Boulevard had not been built 
out to the beach at that time. 

No, the road didn't come in until 
later. Las Olas Boulevard was the only 
road to the beach. The city wanted 
another route, but there was some con
troversy over whether it should be at 
Sixth Street or Tenth Street. They final
ly approved Tenth Street - Sunrise 
Boulevard - but the city coffers were 
absolutely dry. Then I found out that 
the Florida State Road Department had 
the right to build connecting links be
tween two state roads. A -1- A was State 
Road 1, and Federal Highway was State 
Road 4. 

Most of the land they wanted to cross 
was swamp, and Old Man Hugh Taylor 
Birch owned most of it. Again, the city 
didn't have the money to buy the right
of-way, and that old man was pretty 
frugal. He was also mad at everybody 
down here because the county had slip
ped in while he was in Chicago and had 
built the road down the beach. He hadn't 
known of their plans and hadn't given 
them the right-of-way. Then the city 
raised his taxes, and that made him 
furious, so we knew we couldn't get any
thing out of him. 

J. B. Fraser was a great person, a dedi
cated man who helped to build Fort Lau
derdale, and he was also a great friend of 
Old Man Birch and had built a lot of his 
seawalls. I went to J. B. and told him, 
"We've got to get that old man to give us 
that land. It's all swpmp land, except for 
the beach part." So J. B. Fraser began 
buttering him up. I went out to see the 
old man once, and he was gruff to me 
but, finally, after a lot of buttering up, 
J. B. Fraser said to me, "The old man 
wants to invite some of you city officials 
out for lunch. He's going to be hard, but 
he's finally going to give you that land." 
There were about a dozen of us out at 
that meeting, and the old man told us 
all about what Lauderdale had done to 
him, but then he gave us a deed to that 
land. 

So now you had the right-of-way, 
and you had to find a way to get the 
road built. 

We had to get the state road depart
ment to build us a road. The attorney for 
the road department, who later became 
chief justice of the state supreme court, 
told me that the state could lease the 
right-of-way, and then the city could 
issue bonds for a toll road. So I went to 
the legislature and got a special act crea
ting a toll district. Claude Pepper, who 
was a United States Senator at the time, 
was an old classmate of mine, and he 
helped me out with anything I needed in 
Washington. He told me that if the state 
leased the land, and the city issued bonds, 
the Public Works Administration would 
buy the bonds. 

Sheriff Walter Clark was a great friend 
of Governor Fred Cone's, so Walter and I 
went up to Tallahassee to work this deal 
out. We went to the Governor's Mansion 
early one morning for breakfast with the 
governor, and he came down the steps in 
his old nightshirt, and cooked breakfast 
for us! Governor Cone was the grandest 
old guy you ever saw, with a real deep , 
strong voice. He said, "My God , Walter, 
I'll do anything you want me to do." 

"All you 've got to do," I said , "is 
call up the head of the road department 
and their attorney and tell them to lease 
that toll road for the State of Florida. 
Then, just send the check for the lease 
money to Washington every month to 
pay off those bonds." And that's what 
happened. 

Sheriff Clark was one of the most 
powerful political figures in Broward 
County during the 1930s and '40s and 
was also a very controversial figure. What 
are some of your recollections and im
pressions of him, personally and poli
tic ally? 

Walter lived and let live. He was a hail
fellow- well- met and very popular. He ran 
for sheriff several times, and no one could 
beat him. He took office in 1933, when 
he defeated A. W. Turner, the incumbent 
sheriff, and he modeled his activities pret
ty much after old Sheriff Baker in Palm 
Beach County. Walter and his brothers 
grew up here in Fort Lauderdale, where 
their mother ran a boarding house on the 
corner of Southeast Second Street and 
Second Avenue. I ate there when I first 
came to Fort Lauderdale. He was really a 
wonderful guy, devoted to helping his 
county and his people, and very potent, 
politically. 

Governor Fuller Warren finally re
moved Walter from office in the early 
1950s because he let wide-open gambling 
operate down in the south end of the 
county, but there was nothing bad 

about Walter. He'd get money from the 
gamblers he allowed down there to help 
feed the poor people, just like old Sheriff 
Baker did. 

Yes, Walter Clark did a lot for this 
county, and he was very popular, but the 
black people have a different view of 
him. Many of them recall being mis
treated by the Clarks. 

A lot of that was due to the hanging of 
a black man by a mob here in 1935, b1 ·~ 
that particular feeling has pretty well 
died down by now, because people have 
changed their attitudes. Much of Fort 
Lauderdale's racial problems can be 
traced back to the Schermerhorn Plan, 
which divided the city into quadrants. 
The city commission passed an ordinance 
which set aside the northwest quadrant 
for the colored people and prohibited 
any Negro from being over in any of the 
other three quadrants after 9 p.m. 

I had advised the city that the ordi 
nance was unconstitutional, but it was 
immaterial to them. Judge George Ted
der, Sr., who was on the bench at that 
time, told me that it wouldn't stand up, 
but it did for a long time. 

Ironically , the city had the most 
trouble enforcing that ordinance with 
the white people. The ordinance provided 
that businesses in the northwest quadrant 
would be operated by Negroes and that 
whites would stay out, but the whites 
wouldn't agree to it. We had problems 
from some of those white businessmen 
when we condemned their property for 
the Kennedy Homes and the Dixie Court 
housing projects. 

Those places are still well kept, and 
they have been there almost forty· five 
years. Of course, Kennedy Homes was 
named after Dr. Thomas Kennedy, Brow· 
ard County's first physician. Did you 
know "Doc" Kennedy? 

Yes, he was an old fashioned doctor 
and a character beside that. He was just 
a plain old homespun cracker, and they 
say he used the same kind of pills to 
treat just about everything. I knew his 
sons, Willie and John, very well. John 
claimed to be the first white person 
born in Broward County, and he used 
that claim when he ran for county judge 
against Old Man Shippey. 

J. B. Shippey? 

Judge J. B. Shippey who, you know, 
wasn't a lawyer. In those days county 
judges didn't have to be lawyers. Boyd 
Anderson wasn't a lawyer either, to 
begin with. He was a clerk, but he passed 
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the bar later, and Boyd was as good a 
judge as you will ever find. Judge Shippey 
and his nephew Fred B. Shippey owned 
rental cottages here, and so did C. E. Far · 
rington, another prominent lawyer in the 
1920s and 1930s. I rented rooms in the 
Farrington cottages during my first few 
months here. 

We have discussed many of your acti · 
vities as an attorney and some of your 
business and real estate ventures, but how 
did you get involved in banking? Was it 
with First Federal Savings and Loan? 

N. B. Cheaney and I established First 
Federal in 1933, during the Homeowners 
Loan days. Everybody had lost their shirt 
and needed to borrow money, and in 
1933 Roosevelt got the Homeowners 
Loan Act through Congress, which pro· 
vided that the federal government could 
make individual loans. They appointed 
me as the attorney to examine titles for 
the government corporation in Broward 
County, and that's how I became familiar 
with making mortgages to homes. At that 
time, Broward didn't have a mortgage 
company. There had been one called the 
Broward Building and Loan, run by Bob 
Dye from the Dakotas, but it had gone 
broke in the Depression. "Doc" Walker 
down in Miami had started the first 
savings and loan in this country , the First 
Federal Savings and Loan of America, 
now called AmeriFirst, but Broward 
didn't have anything like that. 

I had seen "Doc" in Miami, and one 
day I said to N. B. Cheaney, "You're an 
abstractor; I'm a lawyer. Let's start a 
savings and loan. I've got all the papers." 
We had to have fifty subscribers and 
$2,500, so we set up a pool. My dentist, 
"Doc" H. T. Mathews, put in $250 and 
got account number one. I had account 
number two, and my wife had account 
number three. The first thing you know, 
we had $2,512; and we received our char
ter on December 29, 1933. That business 
started on the mezzanine floor of the 
Sweet Building, and it grew to two and a 
half billion dollars. Later, my brother 
Tom ran it. 

So, Norborne B. Cheaney was your 
initial partner in establishing First Fed· 
era!? 

Norborne Cheaney? I always called 
him Napoleon Bonaparte! N. B. Cheaney 
was born in Henderson, Kentucky, and 
his father was a lawyer. They came to St. 
Louis, and that's where I knew them 
from. I worked in the same office with 
N. B.'s father one summer while home 
from law school. N. B. had an abstract 
company here, and he sold it to an old 
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judge from Kentucky. When the old man 
couldn't pay for it, N. B. took it back. He 
was also elected mayor of Fort Lauder
dale in November 1941 , after I had gone 
overseas. 

Then you were instrumental in get· 
ting two financial institutions started here 
in the 1930s because you helped organize 
the First National Bank in 1937, as well. 

Landmark First National Bank was 
originally called the Barnett Bank. No
body here had enough money to get a 
bank started, so I went up to Jacksonvil 
le to see old Bion H. Barnett and his son 
Don. Don became interested in the idea, 
and he got his father, his uncle , and his 
brother to put up most of the money. 
The rest I raised here in Lauderdale. The 
bank opened on March 17 , 1937 , with 
$150,000, in a little sixteen-foot fro nt · 
age, with the old Orange Blossom Res
taurant. We used the ceramic counter 
where they ate for our wickets. 

George Haskins was the first president, 
and Don Barnett was president a little 
later on. Wilbur Coates , who had run a 
bank for the Barnett chain up in the ridge 
section of Florida, north of Lake Okee · 
chobee, was the vice-president and cash
ier. Mrs. Emma Reese, wife of J. T. 
Reese the taxidermist, was the first em· 
ployee. She was Coates's secretary . Then 
I hired AI Neuharth, the former city 
auditor clerk, as a cashier. The Braytons 
had a drugstore on the corner, in the ar
cade, and when they closed up, we moved 
over. 

During the Second World War, the Bar
netts sold out, and I had the option; 
so my crowd bought the biggest interest 
in the bank. It became the First National 
Bank and moved from the Sweet Building 
to the corner of Third Avenue and Las 
Olas Boulevard, where the old First Bap
tist Church formerly stood. Later it 
moved to the former Fort Lauderdale 
High School site and became the Land
mark First National Bank, part of the 
Landmark holding company. Other indi 
vidual banks are subsidiaries of that 
holding company as well. 

There was apparently quite a bit of 
maneuvering necessary to get that prop
erty for the bank after Fort Lauderdale 
High School moved up to Northeast 
Fourth Avenue. Mrs. Stranahan had 
deeded the site of the original high school 
to the school board with a restriction 
prohibiting private use. Can you explain 
how that restriction was implemented, 
and how it was waived? 

Downtown Fort Lauderdale's Financial 
Plaza, the city's tallest building, is the 
home of the Landmark First National 
Bank. George English helped found the 
bank in 1937 as the Barnett Bank, and 
served as chairman of the board for 
twenty- seven years. 

Mrs. Stranahan was a delightful, won
derful woman, and I served with her on 
several committees and on the board of 
the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. 
The school property we 're discussing 
totaled thirteen acres. The western half 
was given to the school board by the 
Stranahans with the reservation that it 
should always be used for public pur
poses. The Fort Lauderdale High School 
building was constructed there in 1915, 
and additional school buildings were built 
on that site. 

The eastern half, about eight acres of 
land, was called Stranahan Field. Back in 
the 1930s when there was no tax money, 
the school board came to the city and 
asked for help in acquiring that property 
as well. Old Frank Dodd, who was a 
neighbor over there , finally drew up some 
papers and got Mrs. Stranahan to sign 
them. I believe this was in 1937. Accord
ing to this arrangement the city leased 
that property from Mrs. Stranahan for 
public park purposes and exercised the 
option that any amount paid for rental 
could be applied toward the purchase 
price of $21,000. She accepted those 
terms, but she didn't release the restric
tion clause. 

Later on, after the city had paid 
$4,000 or $5,000 on it, the school board 
got some money in their treasury and 
paid the city off. The city then exercisedt 
their option, purchased the property, and 
deeded it to the school board, with the 
restriction. 

Eventually, when the school board 
decided to sell the entire thirteen acres , 



the title wasn't acceptable to anyone be
cause of that restriction. My suggestion 
to Mrs. Stranahan and to Virginia Young, 
who was then on the school board, was 
that the board pay Mrs. Stranahan a sum 
to release that restriction. Mrs. Stranahan 
didn't want money, but I finally con
vinced her that we could get a good price 
for releasing that restriction and could 
put the money into a foundation, where 
it would be tax exempt, and could be 
used for historical purposes. The school 
board paid her $50,000 for that, but 
after she got through paying her attor
ney's fees to Phil Dressler, and other 
expenses, she had about $35,000 left in 
this Stranahan Foundation. 

So the Stranahan Foundation was es
tablished with the purpose of preserving 
Fort Lauderdale's history. Can you tell 
us how it accomplished this mission? 

The foundation papers provided that 
the board of trustees of the Stranahan 
Foundation could give that money over 
to the Fort Lauderdale Historical Socie
ty for historical purposes. When Mrs. 
Stranahan died in 1971, we found out 
that she hadn't given her home, the Pio
neer House, to the Fort Lauderdale His
torical Society. She always led me to 
believe that she would, but her will sti
pulated that it be given to her church, the 
Seventh Day Adventists, whose head
quarters were in Orlando. I got in touch 
with their attorney in Orlando and ex
plained to him that the historical society 
here should own it. The historical society 
finally purchased the house for $50,000. 
They used the $35,000 from the Strana
han Foundation, and I put up the balance 
of the money. That's the way the Pioneer 
House was saved. 

One time the late Judge Clayton 
Nance and I were speaking with you, and 
you told us the story behind the esta
blishment of the Fort Lauderdale His
torical Society. As I recall, you said that 
August Burghard and Philip Weidling had 
come to you, seeking financial backing 
for the book they were writing about 
Fort Lauderdale's history, and you told 
them that the way to go about it was to 
form a non-profit organization, a his
torical society, to collect materials and 
donations. Is that the way the society 
was established? 

That was the beginning of the his 
torical society. I went to Jim Hunt and 
Art Ogle, a business associate of mine 
whose father-in-law owned the Lauder-

dale Beach Hotel, and they and I put up 
the money to publish the book, Check
ered Sunshine_ When August Burghard 
and Phil Weidling were writ ing the book, 
Betty Campbell came in and worked on 
the collection of materials they had ac
cumulated and typed the manuscript 
from which the book was condensed. 
Florence Hardy started putting the his
torical collection together and getting 
it in shape where people could look at 
it. After Florence died , Marjorie Patter
son did a nice job of picking up where she 
left off. 

Getting back to the Depression years 
here in Broward County, many people 
say that the most powerful and influen
tial man here at that time was Governor 
Robert Hayes Gore. What were your con
tacts with Gore? 

I represented Tom Stilwell when he 
sold the Fort Lauderdale Daily News to 
Gore in 1929. Tom was my client for 
years, and he was a preLJ· powerful fig
ure himself, but the boom had hurt him, 
and he sold the Daily News to Gore for 
$67,000. Horace Stilwell ran the paper 
for his brother, but he ran it into the 
ground. Gore just paid enough money 
for it to cover Tom's debts. 

Now the next thing Gore did was to 
buy the old Wil-Mar Hotel building, 
which became the Governor's Club. That 
building was right across the street from 
my office in the Sweet Building, and I 
could see it through my window. It stood 
there, unfinished, for a long time. One 
day I checked on it and found that there 
were some taxes due on the property. I 
went down to Ralph Horton's office on 
the sixth floor and said, " Ralph, let's 
buy that building. The taxes are due, and 
I can clean up the title for a couple of 
thousand dollars." 

To make a long story short, I bought 
the tax deed and a bondholder's lien on 
that property. The equity on it was own
ed by the Fort Lauderdale Bank and 
Trust Company as trustee for the state 
treasurer. The bank had gone broke and 
was in the hands of a receiver, W. A. 
Smith. So I contacted Smith's attorney, 
bought the property for $1,500, clean
ed up the title for $500, and there the 
building sat. 

One day I met Bob Gore in the alley
way in back of the Broward Bank and 
Trust Company and asked him, "Gover
nor, do you want to buy that old hotel 
building? A client of mine owns it." He 
asked how much I wanted for it, and I 
told him he could probably buy it for 
$25,000. 

He said, "No, I'm not interested." 
" If you could complete that hotel ," 

I said, "you could build a monument to 
yourself. That structure looks pretty 
sound." 

But Gore went to realtor M. R. Mc
Tigue, and the next day McTigue called 
me and wanted to buy the building. I 
asked him who he had been talking to, 
and he said, "I ain't going to tell." 
Finally, he admitted he had spoken with 
Gore. I told him that I was the one who 
had approached Gore about buying it 
and, therefore, he wasn't entitled to a fee. 
He said, "You can cut the price a little 
bit. Maybe you can get something out of 
him! " As it turned out, I sold that build
ing to Governor Gore for $22,000, and 
he completed it. 

After that, whenever Gore would see 
me he'd say, "You did a poor job selling 
me that property. All those tie rods have 
rusted, and it's going to fall down." He 
did get into some litigation with the con
tractor but, then, he loved litigation. He 
was a lawyer's good friend. When I came 
back from the Second World War, he 'd 
made the building into a hotel, and he 
said, "George, you made me rich. I've 
had that building ninety percent leased 
and occupied for the last four years." 

Gore was a politician as well as a busi
nessman. Of course he earned the title 
"Governor" because Franklin D. Roose
velt had appointed him Governor of Puer
to Rico. What can you tell us about his 
political activities? 

The governor became pretty friendl y 
with me during Franklin Roosevelt 's 
election campaign. He was a great Roose
veltite, and I was chairman of the Demo
cratic County Committee. He became 
head of a Roosevelt medallion drive and 
put up $50,000. I tl!ought he had dona
ted the money, but after he lost his 
governorship in Puerto Rico, and broke 
with Roosevelt , he said it was just a loan, 
and I am told he made them pay it back! 

During that election, though , Gore 
took me to New York with him and in
troduced me to Roosevelt's secretary, a 
pompous little fellow named Louis Howe, 
who was quite prominent in those days. 
Another lawyer who accompanied Gore 
on that trip was Bert Fish from Deland. 
You've heard of ambassadors buying 
jobs? Well , Bert presented Howe with a 
check for $25,000, and Roosevelt ap
pointed him ambassador to Egypt. 

Governor Gore's papers contain some 
information about his break with Roose
velt. In 1940 James Farley broke with 
Roosevelt and tried to get the Demo
cratic nomination. Governor Gore's cor-
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respondence contains a tremendous num
ber of letters from Farley during the 
1940 and 1944 campaigns and, in one of 
those, Farley gives Gore the credit for 
Roosevelt being elected the first time, 
because of that medallion drive. 

Yes, Gore introduced me to Farley at 
the Boca Raton Country Club. To a large 
extent, Gore was sort of a Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde, as his relations with Roosevelt 
demonstrated. 

He certainly had a reputation for being 
a tenacious opponent. 

When he took a dislike to something, 
he fought it bitterly. He fought the con
struction of the U.S . 1 tunnel under the 
New River. He said it would fill up with 
water. Of course, it was tax money out of 
the road department that paid for the 
tunnel, so Broward Countians didn't 
have any additional charges out of our 
pockets, but he fought it anyway. He had 
the power of that newspaper, so he could 
do good or bad but, either way , he was a 
force. 

One of his toughest fights was against 
Mark Wilcox. Mark was city attorney for 
West Palm Beach; and I knew him be
cause I was city attorney for Fort Lauder
dale and had a very high regard for him. 
Mark ran for Congress against Ruth Bryan 
Owens in 1934, and I was in charge of his 
campaign in this county. Governor Gore 
fought Mark Wilcox, and he was vicious 
in his campaign. 

But Wilcox was elected, in spite of 
Gore, and served several terms. Wasn't it 
Mark Wilcox who, at your urging, ap
pointed Sandy Nininger, Broward Coun
ty's foremost World War II hero, to West 
Point? 

Yes. I had known Sandy as a kid. His 
father, A. R. Nininger, was in charge of 
the Sunset movie theater. A. R. was a 
great Rotarian, as I was, and he came to 
me one day and said, "My father was a 
colonel in the United States Army and 
served many years in the Philippines. My 
son Sandy has a great desire to go to West 
Point, and you know Mark Wilcox, who 
has the power of appointment. Would 
you see if you could get Sandy in?" 

I told him to tell Sandy to come over 
and talk to me and, when he did, I told 
him he would hear from me the next time 
Mark Wilcox was in town, and they could 
talk in my office. Ere long, Mark appear
ed, and Sandy came over and met him 
in my office. Sandy had to attend sum
mer sessions to finish up some of the 
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studies he hadn't completE'd in high 
school, so he passed them and then took 
his examination for West Point. He rank 
ed third, so Mark submitted his name as 
his third choice; but , as luck would have 
it, the first boy fail ed his physical and 
the second boy decided not to go. So 
Sandy was in. 

During the time Sandy Nininger was 
at West Point he always came to see me 
when he came through town on leave. He 
had a very high regard for Congressman 
Wilcox and, on one occasion , I had him 
go by and see Mark when he was in 
Washington. 

The day Sandy graduated he came 
back home. He told me he was going to 
the Philippines because his grandfather 
had served over there , and he 'd heard 
him talk so much abo ut it. Well, you 
know the balance of this story. Sandy, 
who was killed over there in the Philip
pines, was awarded the first Congression
al Medal of Honor given during the 
Second World War. 

We have talked about a good many 
people who were among Broward Coun
ty's most prominent and interesting per
sonalities during the past sixty years. 
This may be a biased question but, if you 
had to evaluate the contributions of the 
people you knew toward the develop
ment of this county, what person would 
you put at the top of the list, and for 
what reason? 

Commodore A. H. Brook, who was 
one of the most noble men whom I have 
ever known. He was completely unselfish 
and dedicated to building up the com
munity. He was a little, short Englishman 
with a walrus mustache and had been in 
the outdoor advertising business in 
Brooklyn, New York. Commodore had 
come down here a wealthy man, but he 
gave of himself so often that it was to his 
detriment. 

When I first came here, Commodore 
Brook was a leading citizen and the 
head of the Chamber of Commerce. He 
promoted the building of the first swim
ming pool out at the beach, and there's 
an interesting story behind that. During 
the boom, the city had issued bond 
money to build some bridges but, after 
the bubble burst, there was no need for 
the bridges. Commodore Brook came to 
me one day and said, "We need a swim
ming pool out at the beach. Is there any 
way we can get some money?" The old 
wooden structure they had out there was 
completely outdated. 

I said, "If you want to steal some 
money , I'll tell you where it is," and I 
told him about the city bond funds . He 
asked how much there was, and there 
was about $300,000. 

So, Commodore developed a cam
paign of post cards, which he sent to 
every registered voter in the community, 
petitioning the city fathers to use that 
money for the purpose of building that 
pool at the beach. Ninety- nine percent 
of them came back saying, "We don't 
need those funds, and that's the most 
beautiful thing to do with the money." 
As a result, the pool was built illegall 
out of those bond funds! But it paid for 
itself many , many times over. 

That was the beginning of the grea 
drift into Lauderdale of the college boys 
The swimming forum came here fro 
New York University, and then swimme 
began coming in from the Midwest. The 
University of Michigan always sent their 
swim team down during the holidays. 

Commodore Brook was a great promo· 
ter of ideas. He made headlines when the 
German ship Arauca was chased into Port 
Everglades by a British cruiser. That 
cruiser anchored off the port , and Com
modore was formerly an English subject, 
so he got in his boat and went out there 
and wined and dined the British force. 
We were not at war, so Uncle Sam sent a 
representative from the State Department 
down here to find out what was going on, 
Commodore had broken the neutrality 
laws, and he made headlines all over the 
country. 

I used to visit Commodore at his home 
over on the corner of Ninth Avenue and 
New River, and I was quite fond of him. 
I didn't know his wife. She was an in
valid and had died, as I remember. They 
had no children, to my knowledge . His 
sister, Lady Fursman, was married to a 
lord in England, and she used to come 
over and stay with him. His two nephews 
took over Wyldwood, the gardens he had 
south of town, where he had the "Two 
Million Dollar Banyan Tree." About the 
time I resigned as city attorney, in 1939, 
I wrote Commodore a letter to pay trib
ute because he was such a wonderful 
person. They found that letter framed in 
his back office after his death. 

Commodore Brook certainly did a lot 
to put Fort Lauderdale on the map. After 
the bust, especially, it was a struggling 
community. 

Yes, it was. It was a colloquial place, 
made up of small-town people from all 
over. Commodore helped mold it into a 
community. 

Now, another man who did a lot for 
this community, and is deserving of some 
recognition, is Steve Calder's old partner, 
Jim Hunt. Jim had the foresight to do 
things here that no one else had, and he 
did them on a shoestring. His role in the 
development of Coral Ridge is a good 
example. Steve Calder was the one who 
knew Old Man Galt. Steve's father, H. V. 
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8alder, was the old railroad telegrapher 
md station agent here. When Galt would 
~orne down from Chicago, Steve would 
~arry his luggage over to the Calder 
:louse, and he'd stay all night there, so 
;hat's how they got acquainted, and how 
Steve managed to buy the Galt tract. 
But it was Jim Hun t who had the fore
;ight, the drive, and the force, coupled 
with Joseph Taravella, to go forward 
with the development of that property. 
The development of Galt's land as Coral 
Ridge reestablished this community. It 
brought more people and more wealth 
~ere than any other one act. 

I served as chairman of the Planning 
and Zoning Committee here for ten 
years, and we did everything in the world 
to try to help and encourage them, be· 
cause they really cooperated with the 
city . 

You were quite familiar with real es · 
tate activities up in that area, as demon
strated by your acquisition of the George 
English Park property and the right-of· 
way for Sunrise Boulevard. Had you fore
seen the development of Coral Ridge? 

I I was trying to buy the Galt property 
but, as I said, Steve Calder knew Old 
~an Galt, and that's why he got it. Even 

r
efore they purchased Galt's property, 
unt and Calder had bought their first 
30 acres from me. It adjoined the 

George English Park property, and I had 
pought a tax deed on it for $10,000, per
fected the title and, after several years, 
~rganized it as a corporate structure. It 
was called Island Ridge. 

During the Second World War, I began 
;o get letters from Steve Calder. He and 
Jim Hunt wanted to buy that property. 
[ had done some legal work for Jim, but 
ne was a little too fast for me, so I didn't 
like to represent him very much. When I 

got back after the war, Steve said to me , 
"George, you know that you've done 
pretty well here. Now you do me a 
favor." 

I said, " Do you still want to buy that 
land? You haven 't got enough money to 
even buy a part of it." 

He asked me how much I wanted for 
it, and I told him I didn't want to sell it. 
If he wanted to buy land, there was beau
tiful property all along the Middle Ri ver, 
but Steve had other plans. 

"George ," he said, "everything you've 
got is for sale, except your wife, if there's 
a big enough price." 

"Steve," I answered , "I wouldn 't take 
a dime less than $100,000 in cash, laid 
down right here on this desk." 

The next day, lo and behold, Steve 
Calder brought in $100,000 in cash, all 
big, musty old $100 and $1,000 bills. I 
asked him, "Where in the world did you 
get this? Did you dig it up?" 

He said, "I ain't going to tell you 
where I got it, but it's been below 
ground." 

When he put that money on my desk, 
I said, "Steve, I didn't tell you, but I 
promised my wife, Alma , that I wouldn't 
sell that. She wants a l. Jme out there." 
Then he offered to leave me a couple 
acres to build the home on. 

Was that the beginning of Coral Ridge, 
that land they bought from you? 

Yes. Technically , they didn't buy my 
land. What they bought was the stock in 
my Island Ridge Company, and they 
changed its name to Coral Ridge. They 
wanted me to keep a third of it, but those 
two suckers were too fast for me. I'm a 
lone wolf and like to handle my own 
business. 

You mentioned your wife, Alma. She 
wasn't your first wife, was she? 

No, my first wife was my college 
sweetheart, Bessie Louise Barenfanger. 
She was born in Salem, Illinois, about 
sixty miles east of St. Louis. Her father 
was a contractor there. We met at the 
University of Illinois and were married 
in Fort Lauderdale on the last day of 
December, 1925. She died February 4, 
1931, of flu and pneumonia. She was the 
mother of my son, George W. English, IIJ. 

After remaining single for nearly five 
years, I married Alma Witt on September 
15, 1935, in Palm Beach County. She was 
my secretary for many years, and she 
died in 1977 from rheumatic heart 
problems. 

My present wife's maiden name was 
Virginia Mary Alexander, the daughter 
of Cecil Alexander, a retired General 
Motors executive who moved down here 
in the 1940s. She worked at the First 
National Bank for many years, and that's 
how we met. I was chairman of the board 
of that bank for twenty-seven years. We 
were married in 1978. 

Mr. English, you've made a lot of 
money in your years in Broward County 
and, yet, back in the 1930s you were 
scratching for a living. You told me once 
that you moonlighted as a bookkeeper 
at night to make ends meet. Has money 
made you happier? 

Money itself has not made me happier. 
I've made enough money to live on, and 
then some, but I think the joy of making 
the money, of doing things, has done 
much more for me than just having some
thing to count. 

George W. English II (far right) with his second wife Alma, August 1977. 
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By _\!.}. JT'Gre{Lor 

Reprin t ed from THE M lAM I METROPO
LI S, Miami, Florida, July 16, 1897 - pg. 3. 
However t he following newspaper article on 
pg. 3 car ries the datelin e July 9, 1897. 

Several articles relating to the 
"HOUSEKEEPERS' CLUB" have 
appeared in the METROPOLIS, 
which I have read with much 
interest. If I correctly understand 
its object, it is a good one, and 
every town should have a House
keepers' Club. 

The idea prevails among many 
people, even among some Flori 
dians, that housekeeping in Florida 
occasions more hard work than it 
does in other states. Maybe so, but 
I can't see it that way. Here we 
have the "Live long" year to do the 
work which must be done in a few 
months in other states because of 
the long winter when much is 
impossible. 

It is true there are mosquitos to 
be ever warring against (I have heard 
of them being in other places.) -
but they are not in every locality 
here and can be in a great measure 
prevented anywhere by never allow
ing stagnant water near the place. 
"And there are so many other 
insect!' - roaches, flies and ants!" 
Yes, I 'II admit there are a good 
many, but they, too, may be kept 
out of the house or destroyed. 

A house in Florida should be as 
carefully built as they are in colder 
climates. There should be no 
cracks in which insects may possi 
bly hide. With a good house with 
perfectly smooth walls housekeep
ing is well begun, for the necessary 
absolute cleanliness is not so diffi 
cult. It used to be a task for our 
foremothers to keep house, for 
they had to make their own soaps, 
also the scrub brushes with which 
they keep their bare floors so white 
and clean. Nowadays there should 
not be much work, not even in the 
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"insects-infested" Land of Flowers, 
when brushes of every description 
and for every puny purpose are 
ready-made and cheap, together with 
washing compounds ready for use. 

If all pantry shelves are occa
sionally washed with hot water and 
pearline, then sprinkled well with 
powdered borax before being cover
ed with paper, roaches and ants will 
remain in more congenial quarters. 
It is well to keep a "trap" for any 
stray ones that may come along. A 
small can or jar filled with loose 
balls of paper makes a conven
ient hiding-place for roaches. They 
will readily collect in it and can be 
destroyed with hot water, or they 
may be thrown out for the chickens 
to feast on. A sponge sprinkled 
with sugar is an excellent trap for 
ants. When numerous they would 
completely fill it and may be scald
ed with hot water. 

If one has not screen doors and 
flies are troublesome, lavendar 
water sprinkled about the table 
linen would keep them at a safe 
distance. 

I append some good recipes for 
Florida housekeepers. 

WHEATLET BLANC MANGE 
Put a cupful of wheatlet into six 

cupfuls of cold water and boil til 
a thick paste is formed, the wheat
let being entirely dissolved. Stir in 
a cupful of sugar, a little salt, the 
grated rind of lemon or whatever 
is liked for flavoring. Beat a half 
cupful of cream and stir that in ; 
add also a half cupful of straw
berry juice, if coloring is desired. 
Pour into wet molds and when 
cold serve with custard or cream 
dressing. It is a very palatable and 
inexpensive dessert. 

BAKED HAM 
Take out the bone and fill the 

place with entire wheat bread 
soaked in milk and seasoned with 
salt, pepper and a little ani 
juice. Baste it often, cook long an 
slowly. It will last more than one 
meal, does not taste like "pork 
meat" and is very nice cold with 
baked potatoes. 

FRANKLIN GRIDDLE CAKES 
Three cups flour, one teaspoon

ful sugar, half teaspoonful sal~ 
one egg, one teaspoonful soda, mix 
With sour milk, have the griddle 
hot. This is very nice to eat with 
Florida syrup. 

SCALLOP SWEET POTATOES 
Cut into little cubes cold baked 

or boiled sweet potatoes until yoo 
have about a quart. Put a pint o 
milk into a saucepan with a table
spoonful of butter and when it 
boils thicken with a teaspoonfu l of 
flour wet with a little cold mill 
Put a layer of potatoes into a 
pudding dish, season with salt a 
pepper, dip over it a few spoonful 
of the gravy and continue in th' 
way 'til all is used. Cover the t 
with rolled bread or cracker crum 
and bits of butter, bake abo 
twenty minutes. 

PINEAPPLE WHEATLET 
PUDDING 

In a pudding dish put layers of 
cold wheatlet mush, a generota 
layer of grated pineapple sweeten 
to taste. Put a layer of wheatlet 
top and bake brown, serve 
cream sauce. 

GUAVA PUDDING 

Make same as pineapple puddin 
using sliced guavas instead of pin 
apple. Bake in a quick oven an 
brown the wheatlet, but cooki 
the guavas only a I ittle. Cream 
hard sauce is excellent with thi 
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... are those who have more or 
less experience in agricultural pur 
suit in Florida. One man from Ala 
chua, Marion or Lake county, who 
has had years of experience in rais 
ing vegetables in this State, is worth 
more to this section than any ten 
men coming here from other states 
who are utterly deficient as to any 
knowledge of our farming methods. 

Persistent and very expensive ef 
forts are being constantly put forth 
to induce settlers from distant 
States to locate in Florida. Many 
inducements are held out to that 
class. Many of them are induced to 
settle in Florida, and what is the 
result? As a rule they are men who 
have been employed in offices, 
counting rooms, stores and facto 
ries, and know nothing whatever 
about farming. Even if they are 
farmers, they know practically 
nothing about those methods which 
are essential to success in Florida. 
After a year or two of i nj ud icious 

attempts at farming in this State 
they frequently lose what little 
money they have and "cuss" the 
country when the fault is really 
with themselves --- not with our 
soil or climate. 

It frequently does more harm 
than good to bring such people into 
this section. If the same money 
which is spent in bringing settlers 
from Michigan, Iowa and other 
Western States to Florida was ex 
pended in an effort to induce the 
people of those sections of our 
own State which have suffered so 
severely from the freeze to locate 
in this section, it se-.ms to us the 
money would be far more wisely 
invested. 

As it is, without any induce 
ments whatever, no free transporta 
tion, etc., with nothing to attract 
them save the natural attractions 
which exist in this vicinity, such as 
freedom from frost, good soil, etc., 
about which they have read, scores 

of experienced Florida farmers are 
coming to Dade county from the 
more northern counties and they 
are phenomenally successful. 

Look at Hargrove, Joyce, Oliver 
and others at Lauderdale. They are 
raising vegetables by the hundred 
of crates, and not making any fuss 
about it either, while some of their 
neighbors, with just as good land 
and far more money, are making 
conspicuous failures and "cuss" the 
country in spite of the object les 
sons of success which can be seen 
in farms adjoining their own . 

Get the Florida Cracker and the 
Northern man who has already 
spent ten years in learning some 
thing about farming in Florida, and 
we will have a class of people who 
know no such word as fail --- men 
who will settle right down in the 
heart of a colony of failures and 
show the tenderfeet how to make a 
success, how to make big money at 
farming in Florida. 

Can you identify this item? 

The item pictured here was loan 
ed to the Historical Commission for 
identification, but so far none of 
the Commission's staff, volunteers, 
or visitors have been able to iden 
tify it. Can you? It is approximate 
ly fifteen -and-one -half inches long. 
The cylindrical wooden piece, with 
one end shaped into a handle, is 
made of maple. The metallic cover
ing, with detachable bottom, is 
copper with a lead coating on the 
inside. If you have any idea what 
this object might be, please call 
the Historical Commission at 765-
5872, or write to : 

Broward County 
Historical Commission 

100 S. New River Drive East 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
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The "official Everglades," defined by the trustees of Florida's 
Internal Improvement Fund in 1907, and shown here in relation 

to modern Broward cities, covers nearly seven- eighths of the 
county (map by Kenneth J. Hughes). 
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