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Behind the 
Scenes 

grim reminder of our nautical past. 
For nearly two generations Dr. 

Thomas Simpson Kennedy unas
sumingly, and with niggardly com
pensation, ministered to pioneer 
southeast Floridians, although he 
concentrated upon the inhabitants 
of what is present day Broward 
County. As his "Autobiography" ' 
graphically relates, he became the 
county's first medical doctor in 
1899 under distressing conditions. 
In 1900 Fort Lauderdale, Precinct 
# 7, had a white and black popula
tion of 95 inhabitants. 

Next to Alaska, Florida boasts 
more coastline than any other con
tinental state. Many stirring sagas 
frc.m the past enrich the dramatic 
history of its coasts. These nau
tical incidents include the wreck 
of European and American ships 
along the southeast Florida coast. 
The episodes stretch from the 
earliest recorded European ocean 
travel to the recent past. This issue 
of BROWARD LEGACY concen
t rates upon two aspects of ship
wrecks from different but relative 
perspectives. 

With the advent of modern and 
sophisticated methods of ship con
struction and safety, much of the 
stirring drama of past oceanic ca
tastrophies along the south Flori
da coast has dropped from sight 
and memory. And this has occur
red in the past eighty years. In the 
year 1906, upon the occasion of 
Miami's tenth anniversary, the edit
or of THE MIAMI METROPOLIS 
reminded his readers that from 
1821 until Miami's incorporation in 
1896 "wrecking" had the distinc
tion of being the chief occupation 
among the inhabitants along the 
lower southeast Florida coast. Only 
with the arrival of the railroad and 
ambitious settlers in 1896 was this 
region transformed into the winter 
vegetable capital of the United 
States. 

James Dean, a member of the 
Marine Archaeological Advisory 
Council of the Broward County His
torical Commission, herein tells the 
fascinating story of the nautical 
lore held by this region, with a con
centration upon Broward County's 
seacoast. Dean, a native of New 
York State, graduated from Col
gate University with a degree in 
Anthropology. Upon his arrival in 
Broward County in the early 1970s, 
the ocean captivated his imagina
tion. With diversified talents and in-

terests, Dean now concentrates 
upon the restoration and sale of 
British antique automobiles. Com
pensation for his researched writings 
will be achieved if his article re
sults in a more generous search for 
county nautical lore and in the 
restoration and preservation of the 
historical artifacts for the public. 

From the earliest American occu
pation, Florida has been a land of 
charm and mystery for the nation. 
Throughout the 19th century prom
inent national periodicals, as well 
as a mass of privately printed ma
terial, chronicled savage and rustic 
events in a huge peninsula that was 
barely populated. For even until 
the advent of the 20th century, 
fewer than one-half million inhab
itants lived in Florida. Even more 
sobering was that, up to this time, 
only a bare handful of these lived 
along the southeast Florida coast. 

In such a scantily inhabited area 
ships that wrecked along the coast 
depended upon skilled, burly and 
often uncouth "wreckers" for the 
safety of persons and cargoes. 
Wreckers risked their own lives to 
rescue and salvage ships, crews, pas
sengers and cargoes from endanger
ed vessels. Gales and ~urricanes ac
counted for most wrecked and dis
tressed vessels. Internal · evidence 
indicates that the events related in 
the article, "Wrecking on the 
Florida Keys," reprinted from 
HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAG
AZINE of 1859, occurred in the 
1830s or 1840s. The article is a 

Legends have grown up about 
Kennedy's tireless and unorthodox 
techniques for the treatment of res
idents in a backward, pioneer area. 
One legend maintains that he never 
formally billed a patient. He re
frained from sending statements to 
clients from whom he did not 
receive payment upon treatment. 

Except for an occasional stylis
tic change, his career, as told in the 
first person, is printed as he wrote 
it. After a lifetime. of ministering to 
the suffering, Dr. Kennedy died in 
Fort Lauderdale in March, 1939. 

Dating from the creation of 
Brqward County from Dade and 
Palm Beach counties on October 1, 
1915, sterling and, sometimes, col
orfu I citizens have been elected to 
county offices. The present gener
ation owes a debt of gratitude to 
those citizens who were elevated 
to responsible positions during the 
early years of the county's exis
tence. With the exception of an up
to-date list of county commission
ers, the published lists of county 
officials is limited to the years be
tween 1915 and 1961. The start
ling growth of the county, which 
began in the 1960s, and the sub
sequent proliferation of public offi
cials make it unfeasible to extend 
those lists beyond the year 1961. 
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Wrecking 
on the 

Florida Keys* 

Reproductions of accompanying illustrations are courtesy of 
the Historical Association of Southern Florida. 

n the autumn of 18 
the good ship AMERICA, 
L.S .A. , master, sailed 

from New York, bound to Mo
bile and a European port,and 
homeward.The vessel had been 
chartered to take the place 
of the regular packet in the 
well-known and popular pack
et line of the Messrs. E. D. 
Hurlbut & Co. At the urgent 
solicitation of her owners, 
though with great reluctance 
on his own part,her old com-
mander,Captain A ___ , who,af-
ter a long service at sea, 
had retired for life, as he 
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supposed, to his quiet home 
in F H , Massachusetts, 
was prevailed upon, for this 
voyage only, to rejoin his 
ship. 

The passage, up to the 
date of the fatal catastro
phe which resulted in the 
total loss of the ship and 
the partial loss of her car
go,was remarkably prosperous 
and pleasant.In a company of 
passengers numbering about 
thirty,ladies and gentlemen, 
a choice and agreeable soci
ety was found. The. master of 
a ship ought to be among the 

most prominent and interest• 
ing social features Oil 

board; and I am sure in the 
present instance this pre• 
sumption was true, and I do 
injustice to none in record• 
ing the truth, and assigniq 
to our Captain a high place 
as a gentleman among othen 
who worthily bore that holt• 
orable name. 

;'•See "Behind the Scenes," 
inside front cover. 



For my own part,I found in 
him my most agreeable com
panion on board, of whose 
le isure I was glad to avail 
myself, in drawing from him 
result s of a varied and ex 
tensive observation, and ex 
perience of men and things. 
Nor was our Captain indif 
ferent to the gentler impul 
ses of sympathy with the un
fortunate and suffering; and 
I remember another of his 
chosen quotations from the 
poet was the touching ap 
peal : 

"When chill November's 
sturdy blast." 

But,withal, Captain A 's 
modesty was equal to his 
literary acquisitions. "Sir," 
I remarked to him, "you are 
very familiar with the po
ets." He instantly replied, 
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"l'lr. , you have all." 
Our passengers, I have 

said, made a pleasant compa
ny.We had variety . The great 
er part were connected with 
trade, merchants and mer
chants' clerks, returning to 
their place of business from 
a summer Northern visit. We 
had one with us who called 
himself a lawyer, but our 
Captain,for some reason, was 
inclined to think he was 
"only a marine court law
yer." And what with reading 
and conversation, eating and 
sleeping,observing the "wind 
and weather," "''atching the 
ship's progress in dull or 
lively sailing, and the ev
er-interesting details of 
skillful navigation, with 
such spice of variety as 
headwinds and squalls might 
afford, and the excitement 

WREOKERS AT WORK. 

of "Let's go and haul!" 
reeling, taking in and mak
ing sail, that old way of 
sea voyages before the in
novation of ocean steamers, 
though often tedious,was not 
without its interest. It was 
considered good enoo.1gh when 
the best that could be had; 
and even in comparison with 
steam has, in some respects, 
its own superior excitements 
of pleasure. 

But to our passage.In good 
time we made the "Hole in 
the Wall," and passed Abaca; 
sailed smoothly over the 
cream - colored waters of the 
Bahama banks,making our con
ge' to King John in passing 
his dominions; enjoyed a ho
ly Sabbath-day and its 
Christian worship with a 
solemnity and depth of devo
tion which a "Sabbath at 
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sea" helps so much to in
spire;against a headwind and 
in a dark night beat in 
safety through Providence 
Channel; doubled the Isaacs , 
and passed the Double - headed 
Shot Keys, prominent way 
marks, and without accident 
or harm stood on our course, 
running along the line of 
the Keys of Florida, uncon 
scious and unsuspicious of 
danger. 

On the evening of the sad 
disaster all on board were 
unusually cheerful. The wea 
ther was fine,balmy,soothing 

in a word, tropical. All 
felt the joyfulness of the 
approaching termination of 
our passage; the last turn 
ing-point was at hand; soon 
we were to haul up for our 
"northwest course," and when 
Tortugas light was nearly a
beam, with mutual pleasant 
congratulations and hopeful 
anticipations, all retired 
ten o'clock below, saying, 
"No more land will be seen 
till we make Mobile light." 

An hour passed away, and 
all was still as sleep could 
make the occupants of their 
several berths. It was a 
calm, starlight, gently
breezing night, and our gal
lant bark , borne onward in 
her course by the hardly 
whispering wind, was making 
easy progress, when suddenly 
she brought up all standing 
and hard aground. 

In a moment all were star
tled from their berths, in 
unexpected mingled terror 
and surprise. Soundings were 
made forward, aft,and in all 
directions around the ship, 
and our position was ascer
tained upon a sunken reef. 
Sails were backed, and all 
possible efforts made to 
clear the reef, but in vain. 

Soon the falling tide re
vealed still more our dan
ger. The ship careened more 
and more upon her side, and 
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showed that she had grounded 
during high water. And now, 
among us all, speculations 
were indulged upon the prob
able cause of our calamity -
how it was possible the ship 
could have been drawn so 
much out of our course, whe
ther by a strong current 
which set us upon the reef, 
or by a hazy atmosphere 
though the sky was cloud
less - which had dimmed the 
light of the Dry Tortugas, 
and made the distance from 
it seem greater t han it was; 
or whether a conjecture 
which the circumstances con
tributed to suggest the 
keeper of the lighthouse, in 
complicity with some wreck
er,had willfully obscured 
the light, in the hope of 
luring the ship to her de
struction upon the reef. 

This last hypothesis our 
co~nander thought most prob
able. "We are," he exclaim
ed, "victims of the pirati
cal wreckers!" 

The morning dawned upon a 
seemingly hopeless wreck.The 
sea was still smooth, as it 
had been fortunately through 
the night, but the ship was 
hard aground. No steamer was 
near to be called to our re 
lief, and the prospect of 
getting afloat was suffi
ciently gloomy. 

Soon a small fishing-smack 
came near, and from it a 
rough specimen of humanity, 
who said he was master of 
the smack, boarded us. He 
held also a wrecker's li
cense. He was,therefore, not 
regarded very favorably by 
our company, more especially 
as he had been seen to come 
to us from the direction of 
the Tortugas light. 

Though years have since 
passed away, in my memory I 
have a distinct impression 
of the man, hailing from the 
ancient town of G" ,Connec 
ticut , as h e stood upon ou r 

deck by the starboard bul· 
warks, a stout, burly, red· 
faced, sun-burned sa ilor, 
whose only clothing consist· 
ed of a Guernsey shir t , pan· 
taloons, rolled up t o his 
knees, and a slouched, wea· 
ther-beaten hat, without 
stockings or shoes. With some 
stretch of fancy, Byron's 
description of the meeting 
of Gabriel and Satan may re· 
present the cold civil ity of 
this occasion, as t o the 
skipper and our worthy Cap· 
tain: 

"Between his darkness 
and his brightness 
There passed a mutual 
glance of great pol ite
ness." 

Offers of assistance were 
made by the skipper, but re· 
fused, not only because the 
charge was high,but al so and 
chiefly, because our Captain 
feared, perhaps wisely, that 
he might be drawn into still 
greater danger. The captain 
of the smack left us, but 
evidently with the convic· 
tion that his opportunity 
would come. 

Captain A meanwhil e was 
not idle. All that ingenuiey 
and skill c ould devise was 
attempted to save the ship. 
The time of highwater was 
approaching. A kedge anchor 
was carried out astern , all 
hands were at the windlass, 
and at high-water, a s was 
hoped but hardly expe cted, 
the ship floated! The scene 
on board was full of joy and 
activity,sails were trimmed, 
every man at his pos t, but 
unfortunately it was i mpos· 
sible to "fetch by" the 
reef; and again the ship 
grounded, driven even far· 
ther on than before.This wu 
our situation for anothe 
night. 

Another 
it other 
t he ship. 

day came, and with 
plans for savina 

The wind now rose, 
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and we were thumping severe
ly. It was determined to 
lighten the vessel, and, at 
high-water, try to drive her 
with all sail over the reef. 
Again the wrecker came on 
board, and in answer to our 
Captain's inquiries gave ad
vice as to a place of an
chorage if required. The 
ship, under a heavy press of 
sail and a strong wind, was 
carried over the reef,but in 
the act of passing the rud
der was unshipped and ren
dered useless. No\-7 all was 
bustle and hurrying to and 
fro. By trimming sails the 
ship was steered to the an
chorage pointed out by the 
wrecker, near a key to the 
southwest of the light
house; but too near,for dur
ing the night following the 
wind rose to half a gale,and 
before morning the anchor 
had dragged, the ship again 
struck bottom, and the stern 
was fast burying itself in 
the sands of lee-shore . 

The end had now come. The 
next morning the ship struck 
more heavily, the wind in
creas e d,and the wreck, driv
en first stern-wise, was now 
broadside upon the key. The 
wrecker had left us the 
night previous and returned 
to the light-house. Noon 
came, and everything was om
inous of danger. It made our 
Captain's heart ache, as the 
ship struck and ground heav
ily upon the coral rocks be
neath. 

"Would," he exclaimed, 
"that my body instead were 
grinding upon these rocks!" 

Preparations were now or
dered to be made for leaving 
the ship, as it might be un
safe to remain on board 
through the co~ing night,and 
a raft was begun upon which 
to float the passengers to 
the shore. 

These preparations were 
stayed by the timely return 
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of our wrecker with his 
smack. His opportunity had 
arrived.With much difficulty 
he succeeded in taking off 
all our passengers with our 
luggage, and landing us on 
the Dry Tortugas island. It 
was after dark when we were 
landed. Upon the island the 
only dwelling was that of 
the light-keeper. This, with 
only two rooms, was given up 
to the passengers. To one 
room the ladies were assign
ed; in the other, and on the 
pia?zas, the gentlemen dis
tributed themselves as best 
they could. Stores were 
brought from the wreck the 
next day for the use of the 
company. 

Now,according to the rules 
of professional wrecking,the 
voyage was ended; the wreck 
belonged to the underwrit
ers; the wrecker who "first 
came" must be "first served" 
with the opportunity of sav
ing property, ostensibly for 
the underwriters, but quite 
as much for the wrecker's 
own benefit. Our wrecker, 
with his crew of two or 
three fishermen, among whom 
the deputy light-keeper fig
ured familiarly,had obtained 
complete possession of his 
prize. 

Captain A , anxious to 
promote the interests of the 
underwriters, immediately 
asked the wrecker to assi s t 
him in getting word to Key 
West, the rend e zvous of 
wreckers,for more assistance 
in saving the wrecked cargo. 
The vessel having bilged,the 
value of the goods was hour
ly diminishing.Fair promises 
were made to these requests; 
the only means of conveyanc e 
was the light-house boat, a 
small sloop-rigged open boat 
of about five tons that 
boat, it was assured, should 
be sent. But there the mat
ter ended. 

Three days thus passed a-

way. The wrecker meanwhile 
was busy about the wreck.Our 
Captain became impatient,and 
insisted that he should ful
fill his promise. Then, see
ing the Captain's decision, 
he consented that the next 
day the boat should be sent, 
in charge of the deputy 
light-keeper. Some of our 
passengers also volunteered 
to accompany the expedition. 
Among these was our "law
yer," who thought the occa
sion a favorable one for 
distinguishing his zeal and 
courage.The time for setting 
out came. The morning was 
calm and delightfully mild. 
Not without some foL·eboding 
of failure Captain A ___ saw 
the party off, wishing them 
a safe and speedy passage. 

It was not,as must be c on
fessed, a small undertaking 
to make the passage - a dis
tance of from sixty to s ev
enty miles -- in so small a 
craft.But none was so confi
dent and boastful of "going 
through" as our lawyer. "The 
thing," he said, " c an and 
shall be done!" 

Long,owing to the prevail
ing calm, the tiny boat r e 
mained in view, rna king but 
little progress. At length a 
breeze sprang up, and it was 
wafted out of sight . 

The exposure and anxiety 
which our Captain had suf
fered had brought upon him a 
severe attack of fever. He 
had taken up his quarters, 
for the sake of greater qui
et, on the ground floor of 
the light-house. At his re
quest I bore him company. He 
was sick in body and sick at 
heart. 

"How foolish I was," he 
said, "to leave my home for 
this voyage! Yet now I would 
like to make another, only 
to give the Dry Tortugas a 
wide berth." 

Evening came, and the un
welcome news of our re-
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turning expedition spread 
through our company. When 
the party landed, and told 
their own story,it was plain 
that the light-keeper had 
been at work with their 
fears. This was singularly 
confirmed,and divulged, with 
other things,the same night. 
For, while the Captain and 
myself were in our place 
tpon the floor of the light
house,the deputy light-keep
er and wrecker passed in and 
by us,and went up to the top 
of the light-house,and there 
commenced talking about the 
incidents of the previous 

day. The winding staircase 
constituted an excellent 
whispering-gallery; so that 
their ordinary tones in con
versation were distinctly 
heard. 

The deputy light-keeper 
said he had represented to 
those with him most for
midable obstacles to be en
countered calms and 
head-winds, a long passage 
at the best, and liability 
to meet severe squalls and 
northers. The effect he 
designed was attained. And 
now, over this result, the 
wrecker and light-keeper re-

TJI}; DIVERS. 
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j oiced heartily . Prospects of 
a rich harvest were brighter 
than ever; and in the view of 
it the wrecker, with marked 
sa tis faction, said, "If t he 
boat can be kept back an
other day, I shall be ab le 
to get all I wish, and then 
she may go!" Captain A_ 
hearing this, said to me , 
"Now the boat shall go; and 
that tomorrow morning, even 
if I am obliged, sick as I 
am, to go myself in her!" 

The importance of our 
overhearing this conversa
tion,in its relations to t he 
coming suit, will be seen i n 
the sequel. The circumstances 
made me a competent witness 
in the case. 

In further planning about 
this trip, Captain A __ said 
he would undertake it if I 
would accompany him. To this 
I assented; and the next 
morning the light-keeper,who 
did not make any resistance , 
with a boy to assist in the 
business of sailing,and our
selves, embarked in the lit
tle boat for a second,and ,as 
it proved,success ful experi
ment . 

The early morning was calm 
as the previous one . Soon, 
however, a breeze arose , but 
it was dead ahead. Our first 
stretch was on a starboard 
tack, by which we stood out 
in to the Gulf. Late in the 
afternoon, the wind being 
fresh, we tacked ship and 
crossed the line of the 
chain of Keys, and passed to 
the northward of them. At 
midnight the weather became 
decidedly squally. The fir st 
two or three squal ls were 
comparatively light. Then 
followed one which came upon 
us as a horrible tempest.The 
first blast from it knocked 
us down upon our beam ends. 
To add to our danger, when an 
attempt was made to let go 
the halyards they were found 
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to be foul.We were for a few 
moment s in imminent danger. 
Indeed, I am confident we 
should have been capsized, 
only that, by dint of the 
greatest exertion, the peak 
was lowered enough to shake 
the wind partly out of the 
sail, and so were we saved. 

After this experience of 
the skill and watchfulness 
of our "ship's company," we 
kept a sharp look-out to 
windward ourselves. This 
squall over,we had light and 
baffling winds the remainder 
of the night; but as morning 
dawned a regular norther set 
in, which, under shortened 
sail, carried us onward rap
idly, and for the last two 
or three miles, being to the 
northward, providentially,of 
our port, we ran down to it 
under "bare poles," unable 
to carry any sail. 

While still a distance we 
were descried by the people 
of Key West, and crowds were 
gathering -- the light-house 
boat being recognized -- on 
the dock awaiting our arriv
al. The visit of this boat 
being unexpected by them, 
their conjectures as to the 
reason of it were shown by 
the inquiry which first 
greeted us on landing, "A 
wreck ?"And the next,"Where?" 
showed the nature of their 
anxiety as well on the sub
ject. The answers to these 
simple questions fulfilled 
one great purpose of our 
mission. The message was de
livered, and it had its ef
fect. 

Before we left the wharf, 
though a perfect gale was 
blowing, preparations were 
making on board several 
wrecking vessels to set out 
immediately for "the wreck." 
Some did set out, but the 
severity of the norther was 
so great that they were soon 
obliged to put back. Among 
these vessels was a fishing 
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smack, just in from Havana, 
having a deck-load of orang
es. In the haste for depar
ture the fruit was by shov
elfuls thrown overboard,some 
falling upon the deck, but 
the greater part into the 
sea. 

Captain A and myself 
were glad at once to go to a 
hotel and order breakfast, 
not having eaten anything 
for more than twenty-four 
hours past. With sharpened 
appetites we sat down to a 
table of Key West beef
steaks (green turtle), with 
other dishes to match. At 
the suggestion and request 
of Captain A the Divine 
hand was gratefully acknowl
edged, which had safely res
cued us out of our great 
perils,and brought us to our 
desired haven. "We should be 
most ungrateful," said he,on 
a subsequent occasion, "if 
we failed to recognize the 
providence of God in our de
liverance from the greatest 
danger in which I have ever 
known myself to be found. 
For, in this instance, no 
resource was left to us, but 
our own frail craft.At other 
times of peril, in storm or 
shipwreck, I had relief in 
thinking of my boats or oth
er means of safety at com
mand, but here we had noth
ing of the kind." 

A part of our business al
so was to engage a vessel to 
proceed to the Tortugas, and 
take on board our passengers 
and convey them to their 
destination.The next day she 
sailed, and in her we re
turned to the scene of the 
wreck.At the earnest request 
of Captain A I remained, 
not joining my fellow-pas
sengers,though it was highly 
important that I should have 
gone. For the purpose of ap
pearing as a witness in the 
salvage suit at Key Wes t I 
consented to stay. 

I had now a fortnight or 
more upon my hands, some 8 
or 10 days of which I spent 
at the Tortugas, while the 
work of saving goods from 
the wreck was going forward. 
Alone, or in company with 
Captain A , I occupied a 
part of this time in explor
ing the reefs, as portions 
of them were left bare by 
the retreating tide. How the 
recesses of the coral beds, 
the chambers of busy, won
drous life, teemed with the 
varied uncounted forms of 
existences inhabiting the 
deep! Or, breaking in pieces 
the coral rocks,were reveal
ed, imbedded within them,the 
date and almond bivalves. 
There were the star-fish, 
sea-urchin, and these and 
other genera, with their al
most endless species.Strange 
scenes in living forms all 
around in view; while the 
reefs and islands -- all the 
solid substances beneath a nd 
above the water -- were the 
remains of now extinct life. 

The first wrecker had pre
cedence of all the rest in 
privileges at the wreck,and, 
before the arrival of the 
reinforcement, had succeeded 
in discharging all,or nearly 
all,of the dry and undamaged 
goods. Then came the more 
difficult work of breaking 
up the cargo from the lower 
hold and out of the water, 
which,at the flow and ebb of 
the tide, rose and fell in 
the bilged vessel. The last 
and most difficult of all 
this business was that of 
the divers, who had been 
trained jn the waters around 
New Providence, and who now 
persevered in their work 
deep in the vessel's hold, 
fore and aft, making fast to 
huge boxes and bales of mer
chandise, and this notwith
standing the water, was dis
colored and made nauseous by 
dye-stuffs,drugs, medicines, 
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and poisons,too;and left not 
their unwelcome though gain
ful employment until it be
came absolutely insupport
able. 

The business of wrecking 
ended, the wet goods dried 
as far as they could be by 
exposure on the neighboring 
Key, all were then put on 
board the wrecking vessels 
~nd taken to Key West. 

On returning myself in one 
o f these vessels to Key 
West,I found the place astir 
with an additional excite
ment, growing out of another 
wreck which had occurred 
upon Carysfort Reef about 
the time of our own. This 
wreck of a large merchant
man - large according to the 
standard of the times - with 
a full cargo of assorted 
merchandise, gave also em
ployment to a large party of 
wreckers,as desirous as ours 
of making a prize. 

Following in the order of 
things, the public sale of 
the wrecked goods took place 
under the orders of the Ad
miralty Court,the savings of 
each wrecker or association 
of wreckers being kept dis
tinct from those of other 
parties. 

The next and the last in 
this business was the suit 
for salvage in the Court of 
Admiralty, which could not 
fail to be regarded with 
special interest by all con
cerned. 

It was interesting to my
self, and it may be to oth
ers, to trace some of the 
distinguishing features of 
the system of wrecking. The 
great risk to commerce in 
the dangerous navigation of 
the Florida Keys - frequent 
wrecks and heavy losses of 
property in vessels and car
goes, - prompted the estab
lishment of the scheme. It 
was too great an interest to 
leave to the possibilities 
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of a precarious and sadly 
partial relief. 

The system of wrecking, 
therefore, was established, 
consisting in the issue, by 
the Court of Admiralty, of 
wrecking "licenses," which 
are ever subject to the au
thority and control and re
vocation, for reasons, of 
that court. The penalties of 
any abuse of privilege or 
other dishonesty in the pro
secution of the business of 
wrecking, involve not only a 
recall of the license, but 
also a forfeiture of compen
sation in salvage fees, and 
in extreme cases,of the pri
vilege of a license tempo
rarily or forever. 

Licenses may be held by 
parties engaged in the 
coasting and inter-island 
trade; and among these are 
such as are employed in sup
plying the markets of Cuba 
with fish caught along the 
Florida reefs,to which class 
our man of G ,Connecticut, 
belonged. 

At the date of the events 
of the present narrative the 
Admiralty Court of Ke y West 
was presided over by Judge 
W the independent. 

The wreckers held "the 
Judge" in awful reverence; 
for while they c ould not 
fail to pay respe c t to his 
person, they with reason 
feared his justice. 

I was puzzled to under
stand how the wreckers, who 
as a class were no better 
than they should have been, 
were controlled. "Oh," he 
said, in reply to my inquiry 
on this point, "that is eas
ily done. If they commit any 
offense against honor or 
justice, instantly I take 
from them their licenses." 
This was summary and effec
tual government. 

The trade and business of 
all kinds being at this time 
exceedingly small in Key 

West, t he business of wreck· 
ing,in its various rela t 
and details, constituted 
inconsiderable source of 
terial gain. It offered op· 
portunities for 
of capital, and 
trade in wrecked cargoes 
wrecked and condemned 
sels. The wreckers especial 
found their harvest 
crees of salvage. 

The percentage for 
varies according to eire 
stances.It may appear ext 
vagantly high in all cases 
But a large compensa tion 
essential, as an indue 
to the wrecker, to 
hazard and exposure and 
toil in his business. The 
periment had been 
the Board of Underwr iters 
New York of fitting out 
wrecking schooner of 
own, and sending her to 
West in the hope of a 
to their interests. But 
experiment signally fai 
The wrecking service i s 
which can not be main 
by ordinary rates of 
and compensation. The 
writers' vessel cons 
remained idly, or lagga 
at best, in port, whi le 
independent wreckers 
braving the 
hard-ships o f a most 
business. 

When it 
much of the wrecker' s 
is unemployed, how gr 
hazardous his service , 
often how small the 
of value of goods saved, 
prise will be much l ess 
account of the high sal 
rates which go 
the entire corps 
of wrecking. 

The humane aspects 
system are signally 
ing. As in the ca s e 
wreck, so likewise i n 
one, the of 
wreckers 
the preservation of the 
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sengers and their baggage. 
And for this service it is 
not considered that any a
ward is bestowed. 

The only exception to this 
last remark must be reserved 
for a case peculiar in its 
circumstances,and especially 
interesting in its charac
ter, which was related to me 
by Judge W ___ . A brig laden 
with sugars, bound from Ha
vana to a European port, was 
wrecked upon a reef to the 
eastward of Key West. On 
board the vessel,besides the 
crew, were four or five pas
sengers. Only one boat re
mained from the wreck fit 
for use, and this was too 
small to hold the entire 
company in escaping from the 
wreck. 

A raft was constructed and 
the party divided, some en-

"Wrec king on the Florida Keys" 

tering the boat and others 
embarking upon the raft, 
which was attached by a rope 
to the boat for the purpose 
of being towed to the near
est Key . The attempt was made 
accordingly, but in vain. No 
progress could be made in a 
rough sea and against a head 
wind and current. Reluctant
ly,but of necessity,the raft 
with the people upon it was 
cast adrift. The boat alone 
reached the island, and the 
party falling in with a 
wrecker reported the wr-eck 
and the abandoned r-aft. The 
wrecker went immediately in 
pursuit of the r-aft and its 
freight of human life, and 
for two days watchfully and 
anxiously cruised for it, 
until it was found and the 
people upon it were rescued. 
Then, and not till then, the 

salvor proceeded to the 
wreck. 

Of the perishable lading 
nothing could of course be 
saved; and after stripping 
the wreck, all the available 
rigging, sails, chains, and 
other furniture,were carried 
into Key West. 

"In this case," said Judge 
W , "I awarded to the sal 
vor all the avails of the 
articles saved, in value not 
over three or four hundred 
dollars, as a just though 
inadequate compensation for 
efforts in saving human 
life. And this was the first 
and only instance in which I 
ever gave an award for such 
an object ." 

And it is a specially mem
orable fact,as related to me 
by the same authority, that 
in all the preceding period 
of the existence of the 
wrecking system up to that 
time,not a single human life 
had been lost by shipwreck 
in the entire sphere over 
which the wreckers cruised. 

Only a few years after 
that date,sad to narrate, in 
a most terrific gale which 
swept along the Florida 
Keys, this pleasant aspect 
was changed, not through any 
fault of the wreckers, but 
by an awfully destructive 
hurricane,which drove scores 
of vessels upon the reefs 
and keys, and destroyed many 
wrecking vessels with their 
brave and hardy crews. 

Of the mode of conducting 
a salvage suit little need 
be said, as it falls under 
the general rules governing 
civil cases.That in the pre
sent instance the forms of 
law were strictly observed, 
and impartial audience was 
given to the parties in the 
case, and due regard paid to 
the several interests in
volved, and that dignity and 
decorum marked the whole 
course of the proceedings, 
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may well be supposed from 
the courtly and upright 
bearing and character of the 
presiding judge. 

An incident in the pro
gress of the affair occurred 
which showed the wisdom and 
independence of the court. 
One of the attorneys remark
ed;"May it please the court, 
I undertake to prove thus 
and so." The Judge replied, 
' 'The court, Sir, will waive 
that matter."Judge w __ was 
well aware that testimony in 
form would be given as of
fered,but in effect it would 
prove nothing. I inquired in 
private of the Judge,"How do 
you receive such evidence as 
you are sometimes obliged to 
hear?" He replied, "I regard 
more the manner than the 
matter of it." 

A heavy penalty was in
flicted among the decisions 
in the case of the Carysford 
Reef wreck. It was charged 
that a certain wrecker had 
received from the wre c k 
goods which he failed to de
liver at Key West. Further, 
this wrecker had on the way 
stopped at his home at I 
Key. The main fact having 
been proved, the wrecker was 
denied all salvage for his 
four vessels employed, and 
deprived also of his wreck
ing license. 

In the case of our own 
wreck, and with reference to 
the special matter about 
which I had been detained, 
the first wrecker forfeited 
the higher rate to which he 
would have been entitled but 
for the sinister part he 
played in preventing mes
sages from being forwarded 
sooner to Key West for as
sistance; the proof of which 
criminality on his part, as 
has been related, his own 
lips furnished in the top of 
the Tortugas light. For this 
guilty interference he was 
made to suffer,in having his 
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salvage cut down from fifty 
or sixty per cent,to thirty
five per cent, upon the 
amount of goods saved by his 
vessel. This difference in 
percentage against himself 
inured to the advantage of 
the underwriters in the sum 
total of several thousands 
of dollars. 

Of all concerned, none 
experienced a more grateful 
relief than the Captain of 
the lost AMERICA, when the 
last act of this business 
was completed,in the closing 
up of the several salvage 
suits by the decrees of the 
court, and the disbursement 
to each wrecker, or associa
tion of wreckers,of the sev
eral awards in their favor. 
The underwriters' portion 
was the residuum. And it is 
justly due to Captain A 
to say he labored diligent
ly, and at all points, to 
make this portion as large 
as possible. 

Judge Marvin, the present 
able Judge of the Admiralty 
Court of Key West, in a re
cently published work on 
"Wreck and Salvage," gives 
some interesting information 
on the present condition of 
the wrecking sys tern. Forty
seven vessels,averaging fif
ty tons, and carrying about 
eight men each,held licenses 
during the year 1858. 

This number was found ful
ly adequate to the wants of 
commerce. About one half the 
vessels engaged in wrecking 
associate with this the 
business of fishing for the 
Havana market. The United 
States District Court for 
this district was establish
ed in 1847. The Judge alone 
has authority to license 
wrecking vessels. 

The act of authority pro
vides that "No vessel nor 
master thereof shall be reg
ularly employed in ·the busi
ness of wrecking on the 

coast of Florida without 
license of the Judge of sa 
Court; and before l icens 
any vessel or 
Judge shall 
that the vessel is sea 
thy, and properly and suffi· 
ciently fitted and equ 
for the purpose of sa 
property shipwrecked and 
distress,and that the mas 
thereof is trustworthy and 
innocent of any fraud 
misconduct in relation 
any property ship wrecked 
saved on said coast ." 

Embezzlement of wrec 
goods,or voluntarily runni 
a vessel aground under 
pretense of piloting her 
colluding with the maste r 
a vessel wrecked or in di 
tress, or corrupting him 
any unlawful present or 
mise, are, severally, 
causes for withholding 
revoking the license. 

One inference from 
view which my opportunit 
gave me for 
operation of 
system is all 
upon the whole subject. 
scheme is wise, humane, 
nomical, and effective; 
there is an obvious necess 
ty that it be narrowly 
ched and faithfully guard~ 

In conclusion,for himse 
Captain A 's lingering 
constant regret was tha t 
had been so unwise as to 
dertake this voyage, and hi 
oft-expressed wish that 
might yet make another 
the Gulf, only for the 
portunity it would af 
him to "give a wide berth 
the Dry Tortugas." 

And if it might 
thing to his 
happiness, one 
as a man and a brother 
crave for him the fu lfi 
ment of that cherished 
for another opportunity 
give "A WIDE BERTH TO 
DRY TORTUGAS!" 

BROWARD 



SHIPWRECKS 
OF 

BRO WARD COUNTY* 

S hipwrecks and silver 
bars, cannons and cas
taways are romantic 

words,not from "Treasure Is
land," but from the history 
of Broward County. Little 
has been published about the 
ships lost between 25°58' 
and 26°19' latitude and 
their role in south Florida 
history. 

Until recently, no glamor
ous plate fleet wrecks, such 
as the 1715 Spanish fleet 
near Vero Beach or the 1733 
fleet in the Florida Keys, 
have been found here. Yet, 
scattered references show 
that a surprising number of 
ships wrecked along the 
reefs and beaches of Broward 
County. 

Wrecks of the 16th and 
17th centuries are often 
Spanish. Known references 
seldom give accurate loca
tions,however. Spanish navi
gation was far from an exact 
science, and early charts 
were inadequate. Convoys 

"Shipwrecks of Broward County" 

by James Dean 

known as flotas not only af
forded greater protection, 
but shared the skills of the 
few available navigators. 

Prior to the mid 1500s,the 
Spaniards used small cara
vels under 100 tons.A 50 ton 
ship would measure 35 to 40 
feet; and a 100 tonner, 50 
to 55 feet. Caravels were 
shallow draft, maneuverable 
and fairly seaworthy. Faster 
rowing galleys were tried, 
but they carried less cargo 
after water and provisions 
for the slaves had been 
loaded. Unsuitable for heavy 
seas, the galleys were dis
continued. 

By 1550,when large quanti
ties of silver were reaching 
Spain and larger ships were 
needed, the galleon evolved. 
These ships could average 4 
knots with a clean bottom. 
Their usual capa c ity ranged 
from 300 to 600 tons. By the 
late 17th century, howev e r, 
some were as large as 1,200 
tons. Massive fore and stern 

castles made them top heavy 
and dangerous in storms. 

Ships of this design were 
called galleons only when 
they were heavily armed. The 
treasure carrying flagship 
of a flota might have car
ried 70 bronze cannons of 
various calibre.Iron cannons 
were used on a galleon only 
if a scarcity of guns exist
ed. The same 400 ton ship, 
converted for merchant use, 
might have carried only 10 
or 12 iron cannons and was 
called a nao. 

Smaller ships of 40 to 100 
tons functioned as recon
naissance vessels in convoys 
and as advice boats between 
Spain and the New World.Such 
ships, whether caravel,pink, 
pinnace,sloop or other type, 
were called pataches. 

'"See "Behind the Scenes," 
inside front cover. 
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By 1564 two flotas were 
leaving Spain each year for 
the New World.They carried 
such tools as agricultural 
and mining implements, mer
cury,domestic animals,seeds, 
weapons and,as the colonists 
prospered, more luxuries and 
manufactured goods. Ballast 
often consisted of bricks or 
d ressed stones which were 
used for buildings. 

The Nueva Espana flota re
turned to Spain from Vera
cruz, Mexico, in July with 
cargoes of gold, silver and 
pearls from Mexico, and such 
priceless Far East treasures 
as porcelain, silk, spices, 
precious stones and worked 
gold . The latter crossed the 
Pacific on the Manila Galle
ons and were brought over
land from Acapulco to Vera
cruz. 

The Terra Firma flota left 
Cartagena, Colombia, in the 
summer. It was laden with 
Peruvian silver from the Po
tosi mines and with Colombi
an emeralds and gold. Both 
armadas met in Havana,repro
visioned and sailed in Au
gust. They used either the 
Old Bahama Channel through 
the Caicos Islands or the 
New Bahama Channel, up the 
coast of Florida. The latter 
was preferred because of its 
favorable Gulf Stream cur
rent. 

Each flota had two heavily 
armed galleons. The largest 
was called the Capi tana and 
the other,the Almiranta. The 
galleons and two armed pata
ches carried the king's reg
istered treasure and pro
tected the merchant ships, 
ranging in number from 10 to 
20, that were carrying pri
vately consigned goods or 
treasure. 

In 1591 a third flota, the 
Armada de Terra Firma,refer
red to as the "Plate Fleet" 
or, more simply, "The Galle
ons," was added . Departure 
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times changed slightly. This 
flota had 2 pataches and 
from 8 to 12 galleons. These 
latter averaged 600 tons. 
All were carrying only royal 
treasure,were heavily armed, 
and were accompanied by a 
large number of merchant 
ships.[1] 

In addition to the galle
ons, many individual Spanish 
merchant ships, called suen
os, journeyed back and forth 
on an annual basis. They 
transported cargo and colon
ists. Due to a decline in 
silver production and the 
increase in the non-Crown 
contraband shipped to the 
colonies after 1650,the flo
tas became less frequent. By 
the 1700s,most Spanish-Amer
ican colonists were buying 
goods from non-Spanish mer
chants. In 1778, the Crown 
declared free trade for all 
her colonies. 

In the late 16th century 
non-Spanish ships became 
more numerous in the New 
World.These also sailed past 
Florida's east coast in or
der to return to Europe. 
Portuguese slave ships were 
common until 1640 when the 
Dutch and the English as
sumed control over the slave 
trade.French and British pi
rates and privateers appear
ed in the late 16th century. 
The Dutch began a salt trade 
around 1580 and,by 1600,were 
sending 200 ships a year.Af
ter the year 1625 English, 
Dutch and French colonies 
were established in the Ca
ribbean and the Americas. 

By the late 17th century, 
many non-Spanish ships were 
returning to Europe with 
cargoes of sugar, cotton, 
indigo, spices, lumber, to
bacco and rum, as well as 
with gold and silver. Some 
sailed alone,others in small 
groups. American colonial 
ships became common in the 
18th century. [2] When re-

turning to Europe ,most ships 
used the New Bahama Channel 
and passed within a few 
miles of Broward County . 

POSSIBLE LOCAL SHIPWRECKS. 

One of the earliest accounts 
of Florida shipwrecks was 
written in 1575 by Don L' Es
calante Fontaneda, who had 
been shipwrecked in 1545 in 
the Keys. He lived among the 
Tequesta Indians until his 
rescue in 1565 ,near Cape Ca
naveral. Fontaneda met survi
vors of other shipwrecks and 
knew that the Indians had 
slain many more.According to 
Fontaneda, the Indians order
ed the Spaniards 

to dance and sing, and 
as they did not under
stand, and the Indians 
themselves are very mean 

they thought t he 
Christians were rebelli
ous and unwilling to do 
so. And they would ki ll 
them,and report to the ir 
Cacique [chief] that for 
their meanness and re
belliousness they had 
been slain. [3] 

Fontaneda wrote 
wrecks and survivors, nam 
owners and captains, and dat
ed one shipwreck 1551. 
shed light on some weal 
passengers and went 
say that 

he that brought least 
was I, but with all I 
brought 25 thousand dol 
lars in pure gold for my 
father and mother re 
mained in Cartagena 
where they were Comen
deros and served his 
majesty in those parts 
of Peru. . . and I and a 
brother were born. 
Thence they sent us to 
Spain to be educated 
when we were 
Florida. [ 4] 
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Other ships were wrecked 
on the coas t in 1545, 154 7, 
and 1550. Their sites remain 
unidentified . Menendez, a 
Spanish conquistador, wrote 
that in 1565 he had 

ransomed from among the 
Indians 32 persons, men 
and women, who had been 
slaves of the Caciques 
and Indians for 15, 18, 
and 20 years.[5] 

Fontaneda continued 
Other vessels had been 
lost, among them the Ar
mad a of New Spain, of 
which it was said the 
son of Pedro Melendez 
was General . .. the Indi
ans anHed themselves to 
go to the coast of Ais 
[south of Cape Canaver 
al], when he saw them go 
and return with grea t 
wealth, in bars of silver 
and gold, and bags of 
real s [sic), and much 
clothing ... I desire to 
speak of the riches 
found by the Indians of 
Ai s, which perhaps were 
as much as a mill ion 
dollars, or over,in bars 
of silver, in gold, and 
in articles of jewelry 
made by the hands of the 
Mexican Indians, which 
the passengers were 
bringing with them.[6] 

Barcia places this disas
ter in 1553. The number of 
ships is not s tated, but a 
small ship did make her way 
back to Verscruz and 3 or 4 
vessels arrived in Spain.The 
number of persons on board 
was more than a thousand.[?] 

In addition, Torquemada 
wrote that 

... in the year 1553 the 
flota that went from 
this country (New Spain) 
to the Kingdom of Cas
tile was cas t away on 
the coast of Florida,and 
many persons were lost 
with a large amount of 
riches. [ 8] 

Later records stated that 
in 1554 three treasure b ear -

ing naos of the New Spain 
Armada were driven against 
the coast "near present day 
Palm Beach . "[9] 

"Shipwrecks in Florida Wa
ters," by Robert Marx,places 
these ships at 26°30', be
tween Delray and Boynton 
Beach, in Palm Beach County. 
[ 10] They were the 220 ton 
SAN ESTEVAN, the SANTA MARIA 
DEL CARMEN, and the SANTA 
MARIA DE YCIAR. Most of the 
gold and silver were report
ed salvaged. The 1554 armada 
is believed to be the same 
armada cited by Fontaneda in 
1553.The one year discrepan
cy is not explained . 

In 1589 the New Spain Al
miranta, with a large regis
tered treasure, sank in deep 

ABOVE: The wrecked schooner "Richmond" lies near the future entrance to Port Everglades; 
BE LOW: The schooner "Richmond," her keel broken, lies beached after the 1926 hurricane 
Joseph W. Young is at the right. [Hollywood Historical Society] 
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water, possibly off Miami. 
[11] Marx, however, claimed 
that "it sank with a great 
treasure at the mouth of the 
Bahama Channel in very deep 
water."[12] 

In 1591, of a fleet of 77 
ships that left Havana, no 
less than 29 were lost, many 
off the coast of Florida. 
However, in order to byp<.=~ss 

an English blockade,the reg
istered treasure had been 
left behind in Havana and 
sent safely on to Spain on 
small fast zabras. Only pri
vate treasure and contraband 
would have been aboard the 
fleet.[l3] 

Riesberg states that, on 
July 17,1595, the SANTA MAR
GARITA,a treasure laden gal
leon, was lost 20 miles 
southeast of Palm Beach, on 
a submerged reef. [ 14] Potter 
lists the SANTA MARGARITA, 
however, in a chapter on 
"ghost" wrecks that do not 
exist or are unsubstantia
ted.[15] 

On April 2,1632, the ALMI
RANTA DE HONDURAS and an un
identified frigate, carrying 
cocoa,coming from Maracaibo, 
Venezuela, were wrecked,pos
sibly near Miami, because an 
advice boat reported 2 ships 
aground "shortly after pass
ing the head of the Florida 
Keys."[16] 

Potter and others stated 
that 5 naos were wrecked, 
just north of Miami, with 
great loss of life, on Sep
tember 27, 1641. [17] Marx, 
however, described the ships 
as 4 naos and 1 patache. The 
latter had been wrecked at 
30° latitude, 5 leagues from 
shore. The almiranta of this 
fleet,the CONCEPTION, drift
ed southward onto the Silver 
Shoals, north of Hispanola. 
[ 18] This wreck was later 
salvaged by 18 year old Wil
liam Phipps and again, more 
recently, by Burt Weber. 

Marx did not state where 

-14-

the four naos wrecked. The 
"north of Miami" location 
could well be Broward Coun
ty. Marx also stated that 
other ships in the convoy 
were so damaged that they 
sank on the high seas. 

According to records of 
Lloyds of London, 

In l769,the British mer
chant snow LEDBURY, Cap
tain John Lorain,sailing 
from Jamaica to Bristol 
after being at sea nine 
weeks, was driven on 
shore about 15 leagues 
[l league = 3.2 miles] 
northward of Cape Flori
da in a violent gale of 
wind on the 29th of Sep
tember. [19] 
But in the "Concise His

tory of East and West Flori
da," Bernard Romans related 
how the 

ship was thrown high and 
dry on a key named Key 
Largo, which was then 
named Ledbury Key. [20] 

The Lloyd's location, 15 
leagues north of Cape Flori
da,placed the wreck at about 
26°28', near Delray Beach . 

In "Shipwre c ks in Florida 
Waters," Marx stated that 

the British ship FANNY, 
Captain Farquar sailing 
from Jamaica to Liver
pool on March 7, 1782, 
ran aground to the 
northward of Cape Flori
da and broke up quickly. 
The people aboard her 
were rescued by a priva-
teer from Nassau, and 
some of the cargo was 
also saved. [21] 

The LEDBURY and FANNY are 
included as possible Broward 
wrecks until additional data 
is compiled. 

In 1835 various wrecks 
were beached by hurricanes; 
although, with the exception 
of the GIL BLAS, little is 
known of them.[22] 

Commodore 
expert on 
wrote that 

Ralph Munroe , an 
local salvage, 

In 1883, the Engli sh 
steamer TREGURNO, bound 
Galveston to Liverpool 
... was beached north of 
Hillsboro, and the EMI LY 
B. collected $1, 100 sa l
vage from her underwrit
ers.[23] 

It is not noted, howev
er, whether the TREGURNO was 
pulled off the beach by the 
EMILY B. 

On October 23, 1887, the 
barque VIRGIN DE LAS NEVIS, 
366 tons, bound from Havana 
to New York, went aground 2; 
miles south of Life-Savi ng 
Station f/3, at present day 
Delray Beach . All 11 on board 
were saved. Records did not 
say that the ship was total
ed; therefore, it could have 
been pulled off.[24] 

Commodore Monroe wrote , in 
addition, that 

bark bound In 1888 a 
from Bordeaux 
broke up in 
Stream somewhere 

to Havana 
the Gulf 

off Ha-
vana in 
casks, 
of wine 
claret, 

a hurricane, and 
kegs and barrels 

washed up. Much 
and inferior Ma-

diera,sweet 
and candles 
tered from 
Jupiter [in 

port ,mustard 
were scat

the Keys to 
1888]. [25 ] 

KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECKS: 
Sites Not Definitely Loca t
ed. 

In 
from 

1821 Florida pa ssed 
Spanish to Ameri can 

possession. That same yea r a 
ship of undetermined na t i on
ality, the SUPPLY, Cap tain 
Fisher, sailing from Jamaica 
to Havana, heading for the 
Cape Verde Islands, was l ost 
off the coast of Florida, at 
latitude 26°20', during a 
heavy gale on January 26 of 



that year.[26] 
Although 26°20' is at Boca 

Raton Inlet in Palm Beach 
County, early charts were 
inaccurate in both latitude 
and longitude. One early 
19th century chart depicted 
Hillsboro Inlet at 26°20'. 
Therefore, the remains of 
the SUPPLY could be in Brow
ard County. 

The "Gil Blas." 

In September 1835 the Span
ish brig GIL BLAS was driven 
aground by a hurricane in 
shallow water 9 miles north 
of New River. 

The 200 ton,copper sheath
ed anJ copper fastened ves
sel was on her maiden voyage 
bound for Spain from Havana. 
The hull was not damaged and 
could have been re-floated.A 
stern anchor had been run 
out to keep her from going 
farther up on the shore. 

The cargo of sugar and ci
gars was removed by William 
Cooley and placed in his New 
River storehouse. 

On January 6,1836,Cooley's 
family was massacred by In
dians while he and other New 
River settlers were continu
ing to salvage the wreck. 

Immediately afterwards,the 
settlers fled to Key Bis
cayne and took refuge at the 
Cape Florida Lighthouse. 

On January 10, settlers 
boarded Cooley's large 
schooner and several smaller 
craft and left the poorly 
defended lighthouse for the 
safety of Indian Key. Up
wards of 200 whites and 
slaves fled to Indian Key. 
There they encountered Jacob 
Hausman, a notorious wrecker 
merchant; and, with his mi-

"Shipwrecks of Broward County" 

litia of 40 to 50 islander 
seamen, they threw up forti
fications. 

According to Cooper Kirk, 
Broward County Historian, 
Cooley then 

returned through heavy 
seas to the brig GIL 
BLAS,beached near Hills
boro Inlet. From this 
brig he returned with 2 
brass cannons and ample 
balls; armament consid
ered capable of repel
ling an Indian invasion. 
[27] 

It is reported that other 
ships were wrecked in this 
hurricane. Kirk continued, 

[Major Francis L. Dade] 
had inspected the GIL 
BLAS cargo stored at the 
Cooley trading post on 
New River as he swung 
along the coast,inspect
ing the many wrecks 
beached by the hurri
cane. [ 28 J 

The military feared that 
the rampaging Indians would 
remove the 6 tons of lead 
that remained on the GIL 
BLAS, thereby prolonging the 
Second Seminole War. 

Commander M.P.Mix aboard 
the United States Ship 
CONCORD lying at anchor 
at Tampa Bay, dispatched 
Lieutenant Thomas J.Lieb 
and midshipman Stanley 
and 19 enlisted men on 
July 6, 1836, aboard the 
schooner MOTTO, with ur
gent orders to proceed 
to Hillsboro Inlet and 
destroy the GIL BLAS ... 
The MOTTO arrived at the 
GIL BLAS on July 23,[18-
36 J, and according to a 
statement given by Lieu
tenant Lieb to Justice 
Cooley, 'did set fire to 
the brig GIL BLAS, that 
she might become covered 
with sand, and that all 
traces of her might be 
destroyed to prevent the 

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF POSSIBLE LOCAL SHIPWRECKS. 

1545: location unknown; listed by Fontaneda. 
1547: location unknown; listed by Fontaneda. 
1550: location unknown; listed by Fontaneda. 
1551: location unknown; listed by Fontaneda. 
1554: 3 naos from the New Spain Armada: SAN ESTEVAN, SANTA 

MARIA DE YCIAR, SANTA l"lARIA DEL CARMEN; location,pos
sibly 26°20'. 

1589: New Spain Almiranta: lost in deep water, possibly off 
Miami. 

1591: at least 29 ships of fleet of 77 were lost sailing 
from Havana to Spain. 

1595: SANTA MARGARITA: its existence has been challenged. 
1632: ALMIRANTA DE HONDURAS and unidentified frigate: pos

sibly near Miami. 
1641: 4 naos from the New Spain Armada: carrying silver; 

north of Miami; location unknown. 
1769: LEDBURY: British merchant snow; possibly near Delray 

Beach; location disputed. 
1782: FANNY:British;north of Cape Florida;location unknown. 
1835: various wrecks: beached by hurricanes. 
1883: TREGURNO: steamer; north of Hillsboro; may have been 

pulled off. 
1887: VIRGIN DE LAS NEVIS: barque;may have been pulled off. 
1904: ZION: German barkentine; location unknown. 
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Indians ever getting 
from her any lead or 
other articles which 
would be of any use to 
them.' [ 29] 

A shallow shipwreck site 
north of Hillsboro was in
vestigated by the Marine Ar
chaeology Advisory Council 
of the Broward County His
torical Commission in 1977, 
under a research permit is
sued by the Florida Depart
ment of State. The site con
sisted of a portion of hull 
structure, a large copper 
tank and a long section of 
keel, nearby. The site had 
been worked by several trea
sure hunters prior to this 
investigation of 1977. 1\ 
sketch map of a portion of 
hull structure was made in 
1973 by Jerry Lee of Expedi
tions Unlimited. 

The copper sheathed vessel 
had been burned. A coin 
found by Veronika Stalcup, 
who lives near the site, was 
dated 1824.The keel lies WNW 
in about 8 feet of water, 
with an anchor chain leading 
offshore. 

These facts, plus the size 
and location of the ship,all 
support the theory that it 
is the remains of the GIL 
BLAS. However,no conclusive 
proof has been found since 
so little of the ship and 
none of its cargo remain. 
Future investigations will 
concentrate on locating the 
lead that was aboard the GIL 
BLAS. 

Other Seminole War Ship
wrecks. 

During the 1835 - 1842 Second 
Seminole War, south Florida 
again became a deadly coast 
for castaways. 

Led by Arpiaka, who was 
known as Sam Jones, 
swarming Seminoles raid -

- 16 -

ed ships from their 
headquarters on the New 
River ... During a gale 
on the night of Septem
ber 7, 1838, the French 
brig COURIER de TAMPICO, 
bound from Havana to 
Bordeaux, drove ashore 
near New River Inlet, 
north latitude 26° . Say
ing that he killed only 
Americans, Jones spared 
the survivors because 
they were Frenchmen.Dur
ing the same gale, the 
brig ALMA, bound from 
Portland , Maine, to the 
West Indies, foundered 
and landed near the 
French brig. Descending 
upon these unsuspecting 
survivors, Jones' warri
ors massacred all but 
three. A Dutchman suc
cessfully had hidden a
board the ship, and two 
Americans had escaped 
into the mangrove swamps 
near the inlet. Within 
days,a second gale swept 
ashore the schooners 
CAROLINA and CALDONIA 
near the other beached 
vessels. [30] 

The reference to New River 
Inlet at 26° latitude in 
1838 may be correct.The 1825 
Tanner map shows the mouth 
of the New River near 26°2', 
b e low the Dania Pier, 4 or 5 
miles south of the present 
location . The 1856 Ives map 
shows the mouth of New River 
at 26°, which is south of 
present day Hollywood Beach 
Boulevard. [31] Between 1887 
and 1935 the river emptied 
near Bahia Mar, or Old Fort 
Lauderdale. The present Port 
Everglades Inlet has been 
used since 1928. 

Life-Saving Stations. 

Captain Dennis O'Neill 
discovered south Florida for 

himself in 1871. Then, as 
young man of twenty, O'Neill 
sailed aboard a s chooner 
that was bound from Central 
America to Boston wi th a 
load of mahogany. The s choon• 
er was wrecked near what is 
known today as Hillsbo ro In· 
let. O' Neill often to ld the: 
story of his 
in Florida. He 
he rode ashore 
log, through 
sharks. [32] 

first l anding 
recounted how 
on a mahogany 
a school of 

In 1873 another Broward 
wreck showed the need for a 
life-saving station on this 
desolate coast. 

An October hur ricane 
wrecked a ship near what 
is today Hollywood ,Flor
ida. But, it was several 
weeks before the starv
ing survivors were dis
covered accidentally . . . 
and news of the sailors' 
plight reached Sumner 
Kimball, Superintendent 
of the United States 
Life - Saving Station in 
Washington.[33] 

No further description o 
this vessel was given . 

In 1876 Kimball ordered 
the construction of coastal 
houses of refuge, or life· 
saving stations, from just 
north of Daytona to Bi scayne 
Bay.Station #3 was at Orange 
Grove, which is present day 
Delray Beach, 5~ miles south 
of Lake Worth. Station #4 
originally was built near 
present day Sunrise Boule· 
vard, Fort Lauderdale, where 
the lumber washed asho re af• 
ter being off-loaded from a 
schooner. In 1891 Station~ 
was moved south on r ollers 
to the mouth of t he New Riv• 
er, near the site of the old 
Fort Lauderdale and present 
day Bahia Mar. 

During the winter of 1885/ 
1886, Professor Na thaniel 
Southgate Shaler of Harvard 
Universi t y and t wo students, 



Quimby and Bean, were cap
sized in a sailing dory on 
Hillsboro Bar. They lost 
guns,instruments and belong
ings. [34] Their pilot was a 
man named Coman, keeper of 
the Fort Lauderdale house of 
refuge. 

The dory beached and Steve 
Andrews, of Orange Grove 
Life-Saving Station #3, met 
them with an ox team and 
took them to Lake Worth. 

Coman was rewarded with a 
good position with the Unit
ed States Geological Survey. 
Professor Shaler later is
sued a report called "The 
Topography of Florida,1890." 

Late 19th Century Ship
wrecks. 

On September 7,1887, the 271 
ton barque ALEXANDER NICK
ELS, out of New York City, 
bound from Matanzas,West In
dies, to Boston with a cargo 
of sugar, was lost 1~ miles 
south of New River. The ves
sel was worth $8,000; the 
cargo, $37,500. Total loss 
was $45,500. There were six 
men on board, one of whom 
was lost. [35] 

In a bad storm on October 
10,1894, the British harken
tine GEORGIE, Captain Paul 
LeBlanc, suffered total loss 
when it went ashore 2 miles 
north of Hillsboro. [36] 

On May 26,1899,the steamer 
COPENHAGEN of Glasgow, Scot
land,Master Hones,3297 tons, 
ran aground 6 miles north of 
Fort Lauderdale Station #4. 
The ship was worth $250,000; 
the cargo,$12,550. All cargo 
was lost; all 26 on board 
were saved. [37] 

Commodore Ralph Munroe of 
Coconut Grove shed addition
al light. The cargo of coal 
was unloaded by the centri
fugal pumps of the Merrit 
and Chapman Wrecking Compa
ny,formerly the Coast Wreck-

"Shipwrecks of Broward County" 

ing Company. "The COPENHAGEN 
was unloaded, patched up, 
pumped out,and ready to pull 
off. Then came a wire from 
Merritt and Chapman, 'Aban
don COPENHAGEN and send out 
fit to New York.' The Hobo
ken fire had left a number 
of ships sunk at the piers. 
It was more important to 
Lloyds [of London] to do 
immediate work in New York 
than to save the remnants of 
the COPENHAGEN, and her 
frames still lie on the 
Hillsboro Rocks" four miles 
south of the Hillsboro In
let. [38] 

Another bit of COPENHAGEN 
lore came to light in Cooper 
Kirk's oral history inter
view with Elizabeth H. War
ren, an 85 year old pioneer 
who had lived in Pompano 
Beach. She recalled that the 
crew of the grounded ship 
had brought ashore articles 
to sell and that her father, 
Isaac Hardy,bought the ship 
bell. It was so heavy that 2 

men were required to move 
it. The bell was hung in his 
farmyard and was used to 
call his sons in from the 
fields until it was stolen. 
[39] 

Shortly after the COPENHA-
GEN went aground, 

the English tramp steam
er, ST. OSWALD, Captain 
Curtis,bound from Balti
more to Vera Cruz with 
3, 800 tons of coal went 
aground south of New Ri
ver.It was floated free. 
[40] 

The Merri t-Chapman Wrecking 
Company was awarded approxi
mately $20,000 for pulling 
off the ship. [41] 

20th CENTURY SHIPWRECKS. 

According to Eugene E. Wil
ey, 

James B. Vreeland,Jr., 
who was an 8 year old 
boy when he came to the 
house of refuge(ft4) with 

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECKS. 

1821: SUPPLY: unknown nationality; 26°21'latitude; possibly 
Palm Beach County. 

1835: GIL BLAS: Spanish brig;north of Hillsboro. 
1838: COURIER DE TAMPICO: French brigantine; about 26°. 
1838: ALMA: American brigantine; about 26°; survivors mas-

sacred by Indians. 
1838: CAROLINA: schooner; about 26°. 
1838: CALDONIA: schooner; about 26°. 
1871: Mahogany wreck: schooner; near Hillsboro. 
1873: wreck: near Hollywood. 
1885-86: capsized dory:Hillsboro bar;lost guns,instruments. 
late 1800s: Brown's silver bar wreck: location unknown. 
late 1800s: Jennings' privateer:iron guns;location unknown. 
1887: ALEXANDER NICKELS: 271 ton American barque; 1~ miles 

south of New River, Fort Lauderdale. 
1887: GEORGIE: British barkentine; 2 miles north of Hills

boro, possibly the same as the Barefoot Mailman site. 
1899: COPENHAGEN: 3297 ton steamer;Glasgow,Scotland;6 miles 

north of Life-Saving Station #4, 4 to 5 miles south 
of Hillsboro. 

1909: schooner:near house of refuge,Life-Saving Station #4. 
1913: ALICE HOLBROOK: 772 ton American schooner;8 miles NNE 

of Life-Saving Station #4. 
1942: German submarine,sunk in 380'of water off Dania Pier. 
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his father, remembered 
the hurricane of 1909 
which wrecked a Key West 
bound schooner near the 
house. The entire crew 
reached the house in 
safety and stayed at the 
house until they were 
picked up and transport
ed home. He recalled an
other boat that was 
wrecked carrying rail
road ties bound for Cuba 
[probably the ALICE HOL
BROOK]. The ties were 
strewn all up and down 
the beach. [42] 

On April 19,1913, the four 
masted schooner ALICE HOL
BROOK ran aground on a reef 
8 miles NNE of Fort Lauder
dale station 114. It was 772 
tons,registered New York Ci
ty,bound Baltimore to Matan
za,Cuba, under the direction 
of Captain Ellis,and carried 
a cargo of railroad ties. It 
also was reported to have 
been carrying coal. The cap
tain stayed at Hillsboro 
Lighthouse for several 
weeks, hoping to salvage his 
ship,~ut it was destroyed in 
a second storm one week la-

A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECK SITES. 

1. 1715 Silver Discs,1715; Pompano; worked by Sea Labs Ex
ploration,Inc.; silver discs,dated 1714,were uncovered. 

2. Barefoot Mailman wreck: copper shea thing; cannons and 
cannon balls; raised in the 1950s. Possible silver sam
ples and a figurehead found in the 1920s. 

3. Stone hull impression, off Hollywood. 
4. Deerfield wreck: sailing ship; north of Deerfield Pier. 
5. Hallandale site #1: 1714-1740; under beach; possibly 

British; cannons and artifacts recovered. 
6. Diplomat wreck: Hallandale site 112; believed to be part 

of the ship at Hallandale site #1. 
7. Jade beach wreck: ballast pile, wood planking, copper 

sheathing. 
8. Pompano: mid 18th century wreck,dated by John Brandon. 
9. GIL BLAS: 1835; Spanish brig; copper sheathing;probable 

site is north of Hillsboro. 
10. Fort Lauderdale wreck,off the Birch Estate,near Sunrise 

Boulevard, also called the Sunrise wreck, about 1840. 
11. wreck on chart: unidentified. 
12. Guest site: zinc ballast bars;1.7 miles north of sewage 

outfall, 4 to 6 blocks south of Howard Johnsons, under 
the beach. 

13. Guest site #2: bottles and clay pipes; under the beach, 
off Jackson Street, south of the Hollywood Beach Hotel, 
Hollywood, Florida. 

14. wooden barge: early 1900s;under the beach at Wharf Res
taurant,Lauderdale-By-The-Sea. 

15. Ammunition ship: (on chart);live .50 calibre ammunition 
was found. 

16. Cumberland: barge,the Cement ship; circa 1920;on chart. 
17. RICHMOND:schooner;l926;under sand at Point of Americas. 
18. ELIZABETH: freighter, the China wreck; circa 1920; be

lieved destroyed by the United States Navy. 

"Shipwrecks of Broward County" 

ter. Thomas 
lighthouse 
time. (43] 

Knight was the 
keeper at that 

World War II. 

World War II again brought 
tragedy to our shores. While 
the land war was a continent 
away, the sea war was at our 
door. German submarines pa
trolled the shipping lanes 
offshore and torpedoed ships 
within a few miles of the 
beach. Some crippled ships 
reached shallow water before 
sinking. Little appeared in 
newspapers, however, due to 
government censors. 

Harold A. Wayne was a Fort 
Lauderdale charter boat cap
tain from 1938 to 1978. He 
recalls that, in early 1942, 
some private vessels were 
used for patrol duty and 
that their captains were 
given a Coast Guard r ating. 
Mr.Wayne,- who elected to not 
donate his boat to the go
vernment, continued charter 
fishing during the War. 

The War was brought home 
in December 1942 when radio
equipped Navy Grumman fight
er bonkers and PBY amphibi
ous planes apprehended a Na
zi submarine on the surface 
and sank it in 380 feet of 
water, directly off Dania 
Pier. 

Navy frogmen cut a hole in 
the wreck several days later 
and removed the ship's pa
pers. German survivors were 
brought ashore in Fort Lau
derdale and were treated at 
Broward General Hospital. 

After a Navy boat hit an 
obstruction in 1943 or 1944, 
the Navy initiated a policy 
of blowing up shallow water 
wrecks which were hazardous 
to navigation. Their success 
is one reason why there are 
few, identifiable 20th cen
tury shipwrecks off our 
coasts. 
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KNOWN LOCAL SHIPWRECK SITES. 

18th Century Wreck Sites. 

The Silver Discs Site. 

The 
1715 

V1c1ous hurricane of 
sent the combined New 

Spain and Tierra Firma Arma
da to the bottom near Sebas
tian Inlet and Vero Beach. 
These wrecks were especially 
rich because war had delayed 
the fleet for one full year. 

Ten ships carrying gold 
and Spanish silver cobs, 
(coins cut from silver bar 
stock and stamped),were lost 
during that hurricane. 

In 1960 Kip Wagner an
nounced the discovery of 
Spanish coins along the 
coast of Florida, in the vi
cinity of Sebastian Inlet. 

The Real Eight Company and 
Treasure Salvors,Inc., even
tually found and salvaged 7 
of these ships. The other 3 
never were found. It is pre
sumed that they are strewn 
at other points along the 
east coast of Florida. 

Several silver discs dated 
1714 have been recovered, 
under Florida permit E#-19, 
from a wreck off Pompano by 
Sea Labs Exploration, Inc. 
This and other information 
suggest that the vessel 
might be one of the missing 
1715 ships.Potter calls this 
the Silver Discs site. [44] 

There are other indica
tions of early Spanish 
wrecks in Broward' s waters. 
Robert Marx,in a later book, 
"Buried Treasure of the Uni
ted States," stated that 

about a mile north of 
Fort Lauderdale at 
Hillsboro Rocks, many 
Spanish silver coins 
from the late 16th cen
tury washed ashore dur
ing strong northeast 
storms. In 1967, a fish
erman accidentally found 
a beautiful jewel-stud-
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ded sword handle, which 
he sold for $15,000.[45] 

In 1969 Bill Hald found a 
13 foot stockless anchor in 
85 feet of water, deeply em
bedded in a reef off Hallan
dale. One fluke was bent, as 
though it had held a ship 
during hurricane force winds 
before being lost. Large 
stockless anchors of this 
type typically were used by 
Spanish galleons in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. The an
chor has been at Hald's Fort 
Lauderdale home since he 
raised it in 1973. 

Commodore Munroe wrote 
about beachcomber Old Man 
Brown who had a small soli
tary house on New River 
Sound,not far from the south 
end. No date was given, just 
a reference to the early 
days of Biscayne Bay, i.e., 
possibly the 1880s. 

Walking the beach af
ter a hurricane, Brown 
found two bars of metal 
exposed by the cutting 
away of the sand, which 
he took to be lead. 
Shortly, after, in Key 
West, he sold them as 
lead, and soon after, 
heard that they were 
really silver. Hastening 
back to the New River, 
he found that the surf 
had already covered the 
spot with sand so deeply 
that he could find 
nothing more. [46] 

This find stirred con
siderable interest,and a 
treasure hunting expedi
tion was financed by a 
Carolinian named Jen
nings. The whole affair 
got into the papers with 
a solid page in the "New 
York Sunday Herald." 
While searching the New 
River area, this group 
did find the timbers of 
a second wreck, an old 

privateer surrounded by 
cast iron guns. Several 
of these were recovered 
and mounted as decora
tions in the lake front 
wall of the Clarke pro
perty in Palm Beach, 
which now . occupies the 
site of "Cap" Dimmick's 
old hotel, the Coconut 
Grove House. [47] 

No location was given for 
this wreck. 

Munroe stated that Jen-
ning's group eventually 

got on the timbers of 
[Brown's] wreck, and ac
tually found some curi
osities and a few coins, 
but never recovered any
thing of substantial 
value. [48] 

A probable location is 
given by Munroe's statement, 

There was a small canal 
cut during the Seminole 
War between New River 
and Hillsboro, by which 
one could go quite near 
to Hillsboro Rocks,where 
Brown was said to have 
picked up his bars. [ 49] 

This would be in the vicini
ty of Pompano Beach. Brown's 
silver bars may have been 
part of the cargo from the 
Silver Discs wreck. 

The Barefoot Mailman Wreck . 

This wreck, located directly 
off the Barefoot Mailman Ho
tel, possibly is an 18th 
century wreck. It is buried 
deep in sand under 12 feet 
of water and has been worked 
heavily in the past. 

While diving at the site 
in the mid 1950s, Dwight 
Miller found hull structure, 
a cannon ball clump and sev
eral cannons which were sal
vaged and displayed at An
cient America,a former muse
um on Federal Highway. Sil-
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ver coins also were found. 
A 1941 newspaper article 

discussed an interesting 
wreck which could be the 
Barefoot Mailman site. It 
described a salvage attempt 
in the late 1920s of a sup
posed galleon just north of 
Hillsboro. The ship was bur
ied deeply in sand, under 20 
feet of water. 

The JESSIE B. SHAW, a Mer
rit-Chapman-Scott steam tug, 
blasted a hole in the sand 
with its prop wash.A caisson 
was built around the site 
and long power drills bored 
into the wreck. Silver shav
ings were reported on the 
drill flanges.By afternoon a 
sudden,northeaster prevented 
divers from going down in 
the caisson, and the project 
was abandoned.[SO] 

The sea reburied her prize 
and another shipwreck mys
tery slipped back beneath 
the Broward sands. 

A Lasting Impression. 

In the 1960s Robert Little, 
Sr., found an interesting 
impression of a keel and its 
frames, 70-80 feet long, in 
the coquina rock off Holly
wood. Apparently, sand and 
coral had concreted around 
the hull and had created a 
perfect mold after the wood 
had disintegrated. 

The site is in a sand val
ley 25-30 feet deep, between 
two coral ridges. It lies 
about ~mile offshore, south 
of Hollywood Boulevard. 

Little believes that it is 
either a nao or another very 
early ship. 

Two large ringed anchors, 
in the Spanish style, were 
found south of the hull,near 
a concreted outline that may 
conceal cannons. The smaller 
anchor had a severely bent 
shank. 
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Little theorizes that the 
anchors may have been lost 
and the cannons jettisoned 

WENT ASHORE 

"Ackworth" Went Ashore 
But Was Released 
By The Wreckers 

The smack "Ada" came in the 
port yesterday afternoon from 
E I iot Key with the report that the 
large English tramp steamer "Ack
worth," of West Hartlepool, Eng., 
and bound from Cardiff to Vera 
Cruz with coal, was ashore on 
Triumph Reef, ten miles south of 
Fowey Rock light and in need of 
assistance. 

The yacht "Louise" was at once 
made ready and with several dozen 
spades and picks went to the rescue. 
The workers with their boats, 
twenty-five or more in number, had 
already gotten wind of the steamer 
being on the reef and swarmed 
about her like bees. As soon as the 
"Louise" arrived they, with mem
bers of the crew, set about remov
ing the cargo from the bow or fore
part of the ship, for the purpose of 
lightening her up. 

After working at night and dump
ing about two hundred tons of the 
coal overboard, the "Ackworth" 
was enabled to get off the reef this 
morning about 5 o'clock. An exam
ination showed that she had suffer
ed little or no injury, after which 
she sailed on her way. 

The "Ackworth" is a very large 
steamer 3,000 or more tons and 
went on the reef early Monday 
morning. Fortunately the sea was 
light and she rested easy until ex
tricated. It is said that her master 
made a contract with the wreckers 
to remove her for $10,000 and that 
he paid this amount to them before 
sailing. 

Reprinted from THE MIAMI METROPOLIS, 
Feb. 3, 1905, Vol. 9, No. 35. Section 2, Page 1. 

as the ship was driven north 
to its final grave. 

The Deerfield Wreck. 

The Deerfield wreck is north 
of the Deerfield Beach pier. 
A keel with a large bronze 
gudgeon pin was found. 

An excellent magnetometer 
survey covering this area 
was undertaken by Marty Mel
ach in 1976 or 1977. Copies 
of the survey are at the 
Deerfield Beach City Hall 
and at the Florida Atlantic 
University Department of 
Ocean Engineering. 

There were several good 
magnetometer 'hits,' but on
ly an iron grating and 
dead-eyes have been found at 
this wreck. 

The Hallandale Wreck. 

In the fall of 1960, while 
spearfishing in 15 feet of 
water off the Hallandale 
beach, two high school sen
iors stumbled upon the re
mains of an old shipwreck. 
One of the students, Jim 
Ward, is presently a member 
of the Marine Archaeological 
Advisory Council of the 
Broward County Historical 
Commission.The other student 
was Jim Spoonts of Holly
wood. 

This shipwreck was located 
approximately 150 feet south 
of Hallandale Beach Boule
vard. Upon initial observa
tion, the wreck revealed at 
least 10 to 12 cannons, one 
anchor,and some ballast rock 
and decaying timbers. Subse
quent searches in this and 
adjacent areas uncovered nu
merous small artifacts such 
as cannon and musket balls, 
grapeshot, cannister shot, 
spikes and other metal hard
ware and ship's fittings. 

Lacking the financial re-
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sources to implement an ap 
propriate salvage expedi 
tion,Jim Ward consulted with 
his empl oyer, Dave Bellack, 
who owned a dive shop at 
Hollywood Beach . Bellack,to 
gether with Ward, Spoonts 
and members of the Hollywood 
Reef Raiders Dive Club, then 
made application to the 
trustees of the Florida In 
t ernal Improvement Fund for 
a permit to salvage ar t i 
facts from the shipwreck. 

They also corresponded 
with Mendel Peterson,Curator 
of Marine Antiquities for 
the Smithsonian Institute,in 
order to gather information 
regarding the preservation 
of metal artifacts recovered 
after long term submersion 
in salt water.Per Peterson's 
directions , Jim Ward con
structed preservation tanks 
and purchased chemicals and 
supplies for the restoration 
of the cannons and other ar
tifacts. 

With the full knowledge of 
the Internal Improvement 
Board in Tallahassee, the 
group initiated the removal 
and preservation of small 
artifacts from the wreck 
site. 

In December 1960 the group 
approached officials from 
the City of Hallandale and 
sought permission to bring 
the anchor and six of the 
cannons onto Hallandale's 
bea ch with the assistance of 
a tow truck and 400 feet of 
cable.Permission was granted 
by Robert F.Williams,Hallan
dale City Clerk . However,when 
the cannons and anchor were 
brought onto the beach, the 
Hallandale Police Depart 
ment, acting under Williams' 
direction, confiscated the 6 
cannons and anchor . The div 
ers were threatened with ar
rest if they interfered with 
the confiscation. 

The cannons and the anchor 
were then removed to the 
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Hallandale city garage where 
the pres e rvation process 
consisted of nothing more 
than 30 days submersion in 
fresh water and several 
coats of Rustoleum paint.The 
chemicals and preservation 
tanks purchased by Jim Ward 
were offered to the City of 
Hallandale,but they were re 
fused. Improper preservation 
accounts for the current 
state of surface deteriora
tion on both the cannons and 
the anchor. 

Fortunately, the other ar 
tifacts, those that escaped 
confiscation by the City of 
Hallandale, were properly 
preserved and are in excel 
lent condition . These are in 
the possession of Jim Ward. 
Among them is a small swivel 

gun. He intends to donate 
these artifacts at a fut ure 
date to the people of Brow
ard County. 

As a result of the Holly
wood/Hallandale Beach res
toration project, the wreck 
now is covered by several 
feet of sand. It is believed 
that as 
cannons 
facts 
site . 

many as 6 additional 
and numerous arti

rema in at the wreck 

Other artifacts removed 
during the 1960 -1961 salvage 
include a brass drawing com
pass, approximately 4" long, 
and a lead seal from Ba rry 
Brothers of London, England, 
which produces Cutty Sark 
whiskey. 

Correspondence with Barry 
Brothers has revealed t hat 

BELOW: 1962, royal crest is visible. Six Hallandale cannons are in open storage priorto 
being mounted on carriages at Hallandale City Hall. At that time the cannons had 
same appearance as when they had been lost 200 years earlier. (Jim Ward] on,,e ...... 

RIGHT : 1982, anchor from the same Hallandale wreck undergoing restoration at 
Marine Archaeology Advi sory Council Preservation Lab in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
Anchor is being lifted into vat. Note : Shank was already bent when found off the Hallan· 
dale beach in 1962. Bill Raymond is at the right. BELOW RIGHT: 1962, royal crest 
with "G.R.," (George Rex) visible. Crest first was used in the year 1714. The cannon was 
made in England . Note : the English broad arrow, below the crest, was used on all crown 
property. [Jim Ward] 
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the use of this seal was 
discontinued about 1740. A 
date or marking on one of 
the cannons is 7-1-1709. 
Mendel Peterson believes 
that this was a casting 
date, although controversy 
surrounds this opinion. This 
cannon bears the crest and 
initials of George Rex. In 
his book "Treasure Diver's 
Guide," John S. Potter indi
cates that this seal was in 
common use on English guns 
after 1714. [51) Thus, the 
wreck could date between the 
years 1714 and 1740. 

Mendel Peterson also stat
ed that the ballast rock was 
characteristic of the type 
carried on English ships. 
This, along with the English 
cannon a nd lead seal,has led 
to speculation that the ship 
probably was British. Howev
er, this cannot be stated as 
fact since the same ship 
could fly under many flags 
during this period of histo
ry. 

At the time of the cannon 
confiscation, Hallandale Ci
ty Clerk Williams, a history 
buff, stated to the press 
that the shipwreck was a 
relic of the War of Jenkins' 
Ear. ;', Although this possi
bility exists , there is no 
factual basis for his state
ment. 

Furthermore,it is doubtful 
that a naval battle would 
have sunk a ship so near the 
beach, in water barely deep 
enough to float her.A hurri
cane,however,commonly drives 
ships over the reefs and 
sinks them near the beach. 

According to Jim Ward, 
there is a second wreck site 
located approximately ~ mile 
north of the Hallandale 

*In 1739 a British seaman named Jenkins was 
captured bY the Spanish, who cut off his ear . 
The ear, which Jenkins had preserved, was 
shown before the English House of Commons, 
which declared war on Spain. This brief war 
became known as the War of Jenkins' Ear. 
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site, directly off the Di
plomat Hotel in Hollywood. 
Because the ballast, timbers 
and metal fittings are iden
tical to those at the Hal
landale site, Ward believes 
that this is a part of the 
same wreck. This site also 
was covered by the 1979 
beach restoration project. 

In January 1982, the Hal
landale City Commission ap
proved the necessary funds 
to properly restore and pre
serve the anchor and 6 can
nons that had been confisca
ted in 1960. Ironically, it 
recently was discovered that 
the State of Florida had a 
warded a s alvage permit to 
Jim Ward, Dave Bel lack and 
the other finders. Unfortu
nately, however, they never 
were notified of this ac
tion. Thus,the artifacts re
mained with Hallandale. [52] 

The Lago Mar Cannons. 

In 195 7 John Noyes and Bob 
Davis, Fort Lauderdale div
ers, located and raised 8 
cannons off Lago Mar, about 
~ mile north of Port Ever
glades. Lying in two rows of 
four, these had been on a 
hard bottom in 45 feet of 
water. There was no bottom 
profile, ballast or other 
wreckage. One cannon has 
been cleaned of coral, but 
not preserved, and is on 
display at Ocean World in 
Fort Lauderdale. A second, 
similar cannon is coral en
crusted and immersed in the 
porpoise tank there. John 
Noyes believes that the oth
ers are the same size. The 
Marine Archaeology Advisory 
Council proposes to treat 
these cannons when funds be
come available. 

The cleaned cannon is 
loaded but is open to 
touchhole.The encrusted 
non appears the same. 
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not 
the 

can
The 

bore of the cleaned cannon 
measures 6. 0 centimeters, 
i.e., 2. 75" inside the cor
rosion,and 7.75 centimeters, 
i.e., 3.1" at the largest 
point. Thus, the guns are 2, 
3 or 4 pounders. The length 
is 111 centimeters,or 43.5". 
The absence of other arti 
facts indicates that they 
could have been jettisoned 
by an endangered vessel. 

Although no inferences are 
drawn to Broward County, "In 
March 1741 the HMS WOLF, a 
14 gun sloop, Captain's name 
not given,was wrecked on the 
East Coast of Florida. These 
British War sloops generally 
carried 8 regular iron can
nons and 12 swivel guns,also 
called patereroes,which were 
counted as half a _gun." The 
WOLF is noted only because 
of its probable number of 
cannons. [53] 

The Jade Beach Wreck. 

Another old wreck lies off 
the Sea Watch Restaurant in 
Pompano, in 12 to 15 feet of 
water. Local diver Tom Hol
land has reported a ballast 
pile in a north-south direc
tion. Below this is copper 
sheathed hull planking,amaz 
ingly well preserved and 
held by copper nails. 

Holland has found handmade 
bronze spikes.Ballast stones 
were coconut sized or smal
ler. 

Local divers have named 
this the Jade Beach wreck, 
after an earlier name for 
the beach adjacent to the 
site. 

19th CENTURY WRECK SITES. 

In 1979-80 John Brandon's 
Marine Archaeological Re
search and Salvage Company 
briefly examined a shallow 
water site off Pompano. 

Within 200 yards offshore 
he found dead-eyes, ballast 
stone, iron ballast bars, 
spikes and other items in a 
trough that ran toward the 
beach. 

Maximum water depth was 
about 15 feet, with wreckage 
extending almost to the 
beach. The site is under 6 
or 7 feet of sand. Good mag
netometer 'hits' were re
corded . 

Brandon identified t~ 

site as mid 19th century and 
did no excavation after dat
ing the site. 

The Sunrise or Fort Lauder· 
dale Wreck. 

In 195 7 John Noyes discov
ered a wreck on the Hills
boro Ridge in 12 to 18 feet 
of water, just over ~ mile 
off the Birch estate , south 
of Sunrise Boulevard in Fort 
Lauderdale. From this wreck 
he raised bronze spikes; 
brass tacks; small ballast 
rock; a marlin spike with l 

square point; a brass hinge, 
doorknob and padlock; broken 
wine and champagne bottles; 
pottery shards; coal; anda 
sounding lead, which i s nov 
on exhibit at the Chicago 
Planetarium. 

More important were a sex· 
tant marked "W. Hogg, Lon· 
don," a silver spoon marked 
"P.Barnes & Co. ,London ," and 
a number of Spanish coins 
dated between 1777 and 1839. 
The 1839 coin is a 4 reale 
and is marked "Isabel 2 Por 
La Graza De Dios La Const." 
It was punched at the top 
with a square hole which, 
possibly, had been made by 
the marlinspike. 

Also found was an obje 
that appears to be a bras 
canon ball mold used to cast 
a 2 pound, 2~" ball. This may 
be the same size ball as had 
been used by the cannon nov 



at Ocean World. 
That cannon was found 1~ 

miles to the south of the 
Sunrise wreck. Protruding 
from the sand is about 10 
feet of mast, made of a hard 
wood and unaffected by ship
worms. Attached to the mast 
is an iron band, 15 to 18" 
in diameter. 

Calling it the Fort Laud-
erdale Wreck, Potter wrote 

While surveying wreck 
sites, Colonel Frank F. 
Tenney's team located a 
wreck yielding many in
teresting artifacts and 
a number of Spanish 
coins dating from 1772 
to 1816.The January 1965 
moratorium on leases 
prevented Colonel Tenney 
from obtaining rights to 
the site, and the recov
eries were turned over 
to the State.[54] 

Hollywood Wrecks. 

In 1979 Rick Guest, a Holly
wood lifeguard, reported a 
wreck 75 yards off the beach 
in 6 to 8 feet of water. The 
site was directly off the 
lifeguard stand at the end 
of Jackson Street, 4 blocks 
south of, what was then, the 
Florida Bible College which 
now is under restoration as 
the Hollywood Beach Hotel. 

The date of the wreck is 
unknown. However,Guest found 
a clay pipe, shaped like a 
corn cob, and a wine bottle. 
Guest,a bottle collector who 
dated the bottle from a per
iod between 1870 and 1903, 
believes that it was free 
blown in a turn mold. On the 
keel was a rectangular metal 
box and a pile of anchor 
chain with links 6" by 3" or 
4". The wreck was covered by 
sand during the 1979 beach 
restoration. 

Guest reported a second 
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site one mile further north, 
i.e., 4 to 6 blocks south of 
Howard Johnsons Restaurant. 
It was 50 yards offshore and 
consisted of zinc-lead alloy 
ballast bars that weighed 
from 28 to 35 pounds each. 
He recovered 15 or 20 bars 
and at least that many still 
were visible.Since then,this 
site also has been covered 
by beach restoration sand. 
Analysis of a bar shows it 
to be 96% zinc and 4% com
bined lead and iron,the lat
ter less than 1%. 

20th Century Wreck Sites. 

An early 
barge is 
beach at 
Sea. [55] 

In 1979 

20th century wooden 
buried under the 

Lauderdale-By-The-

the Marine Archae-
ology Advisory Council,under 
the direction of State Un
derwater Archaeologist W. A. 
Cockrell, excavated timbers 
under the beach, 100 yards 
north of Anglin's Pier. Its 
heavy, rectangular construc
tion and an absence of sail
ing rigging led Cockrell to 
determine that it was a 
turn-of-the-century barge. 
The timbers still remain un
der the beach. 

Offshore from the Sea 
Watch Restaurant,in 25 to 30 
feet of water,on the outside 
of the Hillsboro Ridge, lies 
a steel ship. Quite large,it 
is parallel to the reef and 
has steel frames that pro
trude 10 feet above the bot
tom. 

Across the reef and inside 
the ship can be found . 50 
calibre ammunition. Thus, it 
has been dubbed the Ammuni
tion ship. However, the am
munition may be from World 
War II aerial target prac
tice, and the wreckage could 
be the remains of the steam
er COPENHAGEN, which sank in 
1899. 

The CUMBERLAND is believed 
to be a barge that possibly 
sank prior to the dredging 
of Port Everglades between 
the years 1925 and 1928. 

It lies ~ mile off the 
Ocean Manor Hotel on the 
Galt Ocean Mile,~ mile south 
of the Lauderdale-By-The-Sea 
city line on the Hillsboro 
Ridge, in 10 feet of water. 
Marine Archaeology Advisory 
Council member John Noyes 
has recovered the brass 
nameplate from the ship. It 
was carrying cement in bar
'rels which have been found 
as far south as Oakland Park 
Boulevard. It also has been 
called the Cement ship and 
was used as a naval aerial 
target during World War II. 

While excavating in 1970 
or 1971 for the Point of 
Americas Condominium, imme
diately north of the Port 
Everglades Inlet,the schoon
er RICHMOND was uncovered 
beneath the sand. Don Sears, 
from the University of Flor
ida at Gainesville, identi
fied it and stated that it 
had been lost during the 
1926 hurricane. [56) 

Off Hollywood, in 60 to 80 
feet of water,near 26°1' la
titude, lies the remains of 
the freighter ELIZABETH. On 
nautical charts it is de
picted as a blue area, i.e . , 
as an obstruction that rises 
to within 30 feet of the 
surface. 

Local divers report that 
it was visible,from the sur
face, in the 1950s. It has 
been called the China wreck 
because of its cargo. 

The ELIZABETH was dynamit
ed and completely destroyed 
by United States Navy div
ers,however. During the Hol
lywood/Hallandale beach res
toration project conducted 
in 1977-78, Sub-Oceanic Con
sultants,Inc., could find no 
trace of it. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Shipwrecks are archaeologi
cal time capsules. Each one 
represents an arrested mo
ment in history, often not 
recorded in any other way. 

One purpose of this arti
cle is to stimulate public 
awareness of the rich heri
tage that lies off Broward's 
shores. Due to improper pre
servation techniques and/ or 
inadvertent removal by peo
ple who are unaware of their 
historical significance,many 
artifacts already have been 
lost. 

As additional research un
covers new facts and more 
wrecks,it is hoped that this 
data will enhance our under
standing of local history, 
not result in the destruc
tion of its artifacts. 

Such efforts, like the ca
non restorations by the Ma
rine Archaeology Advisoy 
Committee, are commendable. 
However, additional public 
involvement is needed in or
der to locate new sites, to 
preserve those artifacts 
that already have been re
moved, and to protect the 
ship wrecks that still lie 
off our coast. 

Like Treasure Island, 
Broward County's Gold Coast 
holds secrets of galleon 
gold and silver pieces of 
eight. Her real treasure, 
however, is 300 years of un
written history in the wood 
and the iron and the lives 
that have been lost off
shore. BL 
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Broward County and its surrounding 
waters is great. A future article will deal 

, with cannons and anchors that are on 
display in the county. 
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Wheeler, H. G. Fort Lauderdale January 2, 1923 
Butler, J. D. Deerfield March 9, 1923 
Bryan, W. E. Dania Nov . 17, 1924 

1915-1916 Williams, W. E. Hallandale Nov. 17, 1924 

Office Holder Post Office Date of Commission 1925-1927 

Bracknell, William L. Deerfield October 1,1915 Butler, J. D. Deerfield January 6, 1925 
Hardy, I. I. (deceased) Pompano October 1, 1915 Dickey, Frank C. Hollywood January 6, 1925 
Ingalls, C. E. Hallandale October 1, 1915 Walton, John W. Pompano January 6, 1925 
Joyce, J. J. Fort Lauderdale October 1, 1915 Wheeler, H. G. Fort Lauderdale January 6, 1925 
Lowe, Alexander B. Dania October 1, 1915 Bryan, John M. Dania February 9, 1 925 
Blount, George L. Pompano January 17,1916 1927-1929 

1917-1921 Bryan, John M. Dania January 4, 1927 
Bracknell, William L. Deerfield January 2, 1917 Butler, J. D. Deerfield January 4, 1927 
Blount, George L. Pompano January 2,1917 Dickey, Frank C. Hollywood January 4, 1927 
Ingalls, C.E. Hallandale January 2, 1917 Walton , J. W. Pompano January 4, 1927 
Joyce,J.J. Fort Lauderdale January 2,1917 Wheeler, H. G. Fort Lauderdale January 4, 1927 
Lowe, Alexander B. Davie January 2, 1917 1929-1931 

1917-1921 Atwater, C. J. Fort Lauderdale January 8, 1929 
Hardin, R.A . Pompano January 7, 1919 Dickey, Frank C. Hollywood January 8, 1929 
Hector, C. J. Fort Lauderdale January 7, 1919 Juvenal, J. H. Deerfield January 8, 1929 
Ingalls, C. E. (resigned) Hallandale January 7, 1919 Neville, F. L. Dania January 8, 1929 
Johnson , William Deerfield January 7, 1919 Walton, J. W. Pompano January 8, 1929 
Lowe, Alexander B. Davie January 7, 1919 
Williams, W.E. Hallandale Sept . 25, 1920 

1931-1933 

1921-1923 
Barnes, J. R. Hollywood January 6, 1931 
Juvenal, J. H. Deerfield January 6, 1931 

Frost, A.C. (resigned) Dania January 4, 1921 Lyons, H. L. Pompano January 6, 1931 
Johnson, D. R. Deerfield January 4, 1921 Neville, F. L. Dania January 6, 1931 
Walton, W. J. Pompano January 4,1921 Strickland, B. W. Fort Lauderdale January 6, 1931 
Wheeler, H. G. Fort Lauderdale January 4, 1921 
Williams, W. E. Pompano January 4, 1921 1933-1935 
Frost, Martin C. Dania August 15,1921 Juvenal, J. H. Deerfield January 3, 1933 

Lyons, H. L. Pompano January 3, 1933 
Moffitt, J. W. Hallandale January 3, 1933 
Neville, F. L. Dania January 3, 1933 

*In 1915 these and all other county officials were appointed by the governor. Strickland, B. W. Fort Lauderdale January 3, 1933 
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1935-1937 

Driggers, Henry J. Fort Lauderdale January 8 , 1 935 
Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 8, 1935 
Hinson, P. L. Deerfield January 8, 1935 
Moffitt , J. W. Hallandale January 8, 1935 
Neville, F. L. Dania January 8, 1935 

1937-1939 1953-1957 

Driggers, Henry J. Fort Lauderdale January 5, 1937 
Fox, Sylvester C. (dec.) Pompano January 2, 1951 

Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 5, 1937 
Salvino, Tony Davie January 2, 1951 

Hinson, P. L. Deerfield January 5, 1937 
Gallion, R. T. Fort Lauderdale January 3, 1953 

Neville, F. L. Dania January 5, 1937 
Burke, J. Herbert Hollywood January 6, 1953 

Smith, Charlie Barney Hollywood January 5, 1937 
Driggers, Henry J. Fort Lauderdale January 6, 1953 

1939-1941 
Saxon, H. Vivian Pompano Beach January 11 , 

1953-1957 
Driggers, Henry J. Fort Lauderdale January 3, 1939 
Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 3, 1939 Salvino, Tony \ Davie January 4, 1955 

Johnson, M. M. Deerfield January 3, 1939 Saxon, H. Vivian Pompano Beach January 4, 1955 

Neville, F. L. Dania January 3, 1939 1957-1961 
Smith, Chari ie Barney Hollywood January 3, 1939 

1941-1943 
Salvino, Tony Davie 
Saxon, H . Vivian Pompano Beach 

Driggers, Henry J. Fort Lauderdale January 7, 1941 Burke, J. Herbert Hollywood 

Fox , Sylvester C. Pompano January 7, 1941 Bell, John W. Fort Lauderdale 

Neville, F. L. Dania January 7, 1 941 Peterson, George C. Fort Lauderdale 

Smith, Charlie Barney Hollywood January 7, 1941 1957-1961 
Wiles, J. B., Jr. Deerfield January 7, 1 941 
Remsberg, Luther S. Fort Lauderdale February 1, 1 941 

Adler, Frank C. Dania January 6, 1959 

1943-1945 
Saxon, H. Vivian Pompano Beach January 6, 1959 

1961-1965 
Fox , Sylvester C. Pompano January 5, 1 943 
Neville, F. L. Dania January 5, 1943 

Adler, Frank C. Dania 

Remsberg, Luther S. Fort Lauderdale January 5, 1943 
Saxon , H. Vivian Pompano Beach 

Smith , Charlie Barney Hollywood January 5, 1943 
Burke , J. Herbert Hollywood 

Wiles , J. B., Jr. Deerfield January 5, 1943 
Easterlin, John D. Fort Lauderdale 
Humphries, F. R. 'Jack' Fort Lauderdale 

1945-1949 Adler, Frank C. Dania 

(NOTE : beginning of staggered terms.) Stevens, J. W. 'Bill' Oakland Park 

Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 2, 1945 1965-1969 
Neville , F. L. Dania January 2, 1945 Adler , Frank C. Dania 
Remsberg, Luther S. Fort Lauderdale January 2, 1945 

January 8, 1963 
l l Stevens, J. W. 'Bill' Oakland Park January 8, 1 

Smit h, Chari ie Barney Hollywood January 2, 1945 
Wiles , J. B., Jr. Deerfield January 2, 1945 

Burke, J. Herbert (res.) Hollywood January 5, 1 
Easterlin, John D. (dec.) Fort Lauderdale January 5, 

1947-1949 Humphries, F. R. 'Jack' Fort Lauderdale January 5, 

Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 7, 1947 Kraft , Earle R. Fort Lauderdale January 3, 1 

Salvino, Tony Davie January 7, 1 94 7 Stevens, J. W. 'Bill' Oakland Park January 3, 

1949-1953 
Barkelew, Rob . B. 'Bob ' Miramar January 16, 1 
Whalen, RobertS. Fort Lauderdale July 9, 1968 

Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 7, 1 94 7 1969-1973 
Salvino, Tony Davie January 7,1947 
Gall ion, Richard T. Fort Lauderdale January 4, 1949 Kraft, Earle R. Fort Lauderdale January 3, 

Groene , William E. Fort Lauderdale January 4, 1949 Stevens, J. W. 'Bill' Oakland Park January 3, 

Sm ith , Charlie Barney Hollywood January 4, 1 949 Barkelew, Robert B. Hollywood January 7, 

1949-1953 
Humphries, F. R. 'Jack' Fort Lauderdale January 7, 
Whalen, RobertS. Fort Lauderdale January 7, 

Fox, Sylvester C. Pompano January 2,1951 Huebner, Robert E. Plantation January 5, 

Salvino, Tony Davie January 2, 1951 Stevens, J.W. 'Bill' Oakland Park January 5, 
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1973-1977 1977-1981 
Kolb, Anne L. Plantation Nov. 19, 1974 

County-at-large seats were added during the 1973-1977 period. Stevens, J. W. 'Bill' (res .) Pompano Beach Nov. 19, 1974 
In addition the date of commission changed FROM the first Anderson, Hugh (res .) Fort Lauderdale Nov. 16, 1976 
Tuesday after the first Monday in January following the general Forman , Howard C. Hollywood Nov. 16, 1976 
election TO two weeks following the general election. Jenne, Ken C., II (res .) Hollywood Nov. 16,1976 

Moss. Jack L. Lauderhill Nov . 16, 1976 
Huebner. Robert E. Plantation January 5, 1971 Thompson, Gerald F. Fort Lauderdale Nov. 16, 1976 
Stevens , J. W. 'Bill' Oakland Park January 5, 1971 Brown, Pat Fort Lauderdale Nov. 21 , 1978 
Barkelew, Robert B. Miramar Nov. 21, 1972 Gross , Fran Fort Lauderdale Nov. 21,1978 
Moss, Jack L Lauderhill Nov. 21, 1972 Kolb Anne L. Plantation Nov . 21, 1978 
Whalen, RobertS. (dec.) Fort Lauderdale Nov. 21, 1972 Platt, George I. Fort Lauderdale Nov. 21, 1978 
Christian, Tom Fort Lauderdale Sept. 10, 1973 
Kolb, Anne L . Plantation Nov. 19, 1974 

1981-1985 Stevens. J. W. 'Bill' Pompano Beach Nov . 19,1974 
Thompson , Gerald F. Wilton Manors Nov. 19, 1974 Gross, Fran Fort Lauderdale Nov.21,1978 
Anderson, Hugh Fort Lauderdale Marcil 25, 1975 Kolb, Anne L. (dec .) Plantation Nov . 21, 1978 
Jenne, Kenneth C., II Hollywood March 25, 1975 Beach. Marcia Coral Springs Nov . 18, 1980 
Anderson , Hugh Fort Lauderdal e Nov. 16,1976 Craft, Howard Lauderdale Lakes Nov. 18, 1980 
Forman , Howard C. Hallandale Nov . 16, 1976 Forman, Howard C. Fort Lauderdale Nov. 18, 1980 
Jenne, Kenneth C., II Hollywood Nov. 16, 1976 Fried, Jack Fort Lauderdale Nov. 18, 1980 
Moss, Jack L. Lauderh ill Nov.16, 1976 Thompson, Gerald F. Wilton Manors Nov. 18, 1980 
Thompson. Gerald F. Fort Lauderdale Nov. 16,1976 Savage, Eve Plantation Aug . 15,1981 

OTHER MAJOR *ELECTED OFFICIALS OF BROWARD COUNTY FROM 1915- 1961: 
A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF ALPHABETIZED OFFICES 

* In 1915 all officials were appointed by the Governor of the State of Florida . 

CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE, COUNTY 

Date of Commission Office Holder October 8, 1915 Bunn, J. F. 

October 8, 1915 Bryan, Frank A. January 2. 1917 Bunn , J. F. (deceased) 

January 2, 1917 Bryan, Frank A. July 21, 1920 Shippey. Fred B. 

January 4, 1921 Bryan. Frank A. January 4, 1921 Shippey. Fred B. 

January 6, 1925 Bryan, Frank A . January 16, 1925 Shippey, Fred B. 

January 8, 1929 Bryan, Frank A. \ January 8. 1929 Shippey , Fred B. 

January 3, 1933 Bennett, Ernest R. January 3. 1933 Shippey, Fred B. (resigned ) 

January 5, 1937 Bennett , Ernest R. October 20 , 1933 Anderson , Boyd H. 
December 6. 1934 Anderson , Boyd H. January 7. 1941 Bennett, Ernest R. 
January 5. 1937 Anderson, Boyd H. January 2, 1945 Cabot, Ted 

January 4,1949 Cabot, Ted January 7. 1941 Anderson, Boyd H. 

January 6, 1953 Cabot, Ted (resigned) January 2, 1945 Anderson. Boyd H. 

October 28. 1953 Marks, Frank H. January 4, 1949 Anderson, Boyd H. 

January 4, 1955 Marks, Frank H January 6, 1953 Anderson, Boyd H. 

January 8, 1957 Marks, Frank H. January 8, 1957 Anderson, Boyd H. 

CLERK, COURT OF RECORD JUDGE, COURT OF RECORD 

July 1, 1959 Bunch , IN. E., Jr. July 1, 1959 Hare , Raymond 

CLERK, CRIMINAL COURT OF RECORD 
July 1, 1959 O'Toole, Robert J. 
July 1, 1959 Tompkins, Thomas F .. Jr . 

May 23, 1949 Bunch, 1/1/. E., Jr . July 1, 1959 Weissing, Louis 
January 6. 1953 Bunch, W. E., Jr. July 1,1959 Williams, 0. Edgar, Jr . 
January 8, 1957 Bunch. W. E. , Jr . 

CONSTABLE, DISTRICT NO.1, DEERFIELD JUDGE, CRIMINAL COURT OF RECORD 
( 

January 5. 1931 Nichols , W. J. May 23, 1949 Kennedy . William T. 
January 6, 1953 Kennedy, William T. 

CONSTABLE, DISTRICT NO.8, HOLLYWOOD July 1, 1955 Tompkins, Thomas F., Jr. 
January 5, 1931 Dixon, Harry E. January 8, 1957 Weissing, Louis 
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JUDGE, JUVENILE COURT 

June 16,1945 
January 4, 1949 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 

Davis, S. Door 
Davis, S. Door 
Davis, S. Door 
Davis, S. Door 

PROBATION OFFICER 

January 25,1916 Gordon, Mary 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEY, COUNTY COURT 

October 8, 1915 
January 2,1917 
January 8, 1929 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7, 1941 
January 2, 1945 
April 19, 1948 
January 4, 1949 

SHERIFF 

OctoberS, 1915 
January 2, 1917 
January 4, 1921 
March 4, 1922 
January 6, 1925 
January 8, 1929 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7 , 1941 
July 30, 1942 
January 2, 1945 
January 4, 1949 
May 28, 1950 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 

SOLICITOR 

January 6, 1953 
November 4, 1955 
January 8, 1957 

Frost , G. A . 
Frost, G. A. 
Davis, Robert J. 
Miller, Wm. Gerry, Sr. 
Miller, Wm . Gerry , Sr . 

Warren, Lamar 
Farrington, Otis. 

Turner, A . W. 
Turner, A. W. 
Turner, A. W. (suspended) 
Bryan, Pau I C. 
Bryan, Paul C. 
Turner , A. W. 
Clark, Walter R. 
Clark, Walter R. 
Clark, Walter R. (suspended) 
Lee, Edward 
Clark, Walter R. 
Clark, Walter R. (suspended) 
Hall, Amos H. 
Hall, Amos H. 
Lloyd, Justice A . 

Farrington, Otis (resigned) 
Allsworth, Emerson 
Allsworth, Emerson 

SOLICITOR, COU RT OF RECORD 

July 1, 1959 Coker, Thomas M., Jr . 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

October 8, 1915 
January 2, 1917 
October 10,1918 
July 30, 1920 
January 4, 1921 
January 6, 1924 
January 6, 1925 
January 8, 1929 
September 5, 1931 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7, 1941 
January 2, 1945 
January 4, 1949 
August 1 , 1952 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 
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Holding, J. M. 
Holding, J. M. (resigned) 
Farrington, C. E. (resigned) 
Rickards, James S. 
Rickards, James S. 
Rickards, James S. 
Rickards, James S. 
Gerren, John M. (resigned) 
Bennett, U I ric J. 
Bennett, U I ric J. 
Bennett, Ulric J. 
Bennett, Ulric J. 
Bennett, Ulric J. 
Bennett, U I ric J. (resigned) 
Phillips, 0 . K. 
Phillips, 0 . K. 
Maxwell, Raymond R. 

SUPERVISOR OF REGISTR ATION 

October 8, 1915 
August 11, 1916 
August 27, 1918 
August 9, 1920 
July 8, 1921 
July 15, 1922 
July 15, 1924 
January 6, 1925 
January 8, 1929 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7, 1941 
January 2, 1945 
January 4, 1949 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 

November 4,1915 
September 16, 1925 
December 20 , 1926 
February 1, 1929 
December 5, 1930 
January 3, 1933 

TAX ASSESSOR 

October 13, 1915 
January 2, 1917 
January 4, 1921 
January 6, 1925 
January 8, 1929 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7, 1941 
January 2, 1945 
January 4, 1949 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 

Clune, D. E. 
Charlton, J. F. 
Charlton, J. F. 
Charlton, J. F. 
Charlton,J. F. 
Charlton, J. F. 

Bryan, W. B. 
Bryan, W. B. 
Cromartie, B. A. 
Cromartie, B. A. 
Cromartie, B. A. 
Hansen, L. 0 . 
Hansen, L. 0 . 
Hansen, L. 0. 
Hansen, L. 0. 
Hansen, L. 0 . 
Hansen, L. 0 . 
Hansen, L. 0. 

Tenbrook , D. 
Tenbrook, D. 
Menifee, T.H. 
Menifee, T. H. 
Singleton, H. J. 
Singleton, H. J. 
Singleton, H. J. 
Singleton, H. J. 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 
Gates, Easter 

TAX COLLECTOR 

October 8, 1915 
January 2, 1917 
January 4, 1921 
January 6, 1925 
November 2, 1925 
December 31, 1926 
January 8, 1929 
January 3, 1933 
January 5, 1937 
January 7, 1941 
January 2, 1945 
January 4, 1949 
January 6, 1953 
January 8, 1957 

Berryhill, William 0. 
Berryhill, William 0. 
Berryhill, William 0 . 
Berryhill, William 0. 
Smith, Lil lie M. 
Smith, Lillie M. 
Warren, J. A . 
Berryhill, William 0 . 
Berryhill, William 0. 
Berryhill, William 0 . 
Berryhill, William 0. 
Berryhill, William 0. 
Meeks, W. H., Jr. 
Meeks , W. H., Jr. 

TREASURE R 
October 8, 1915 Ewing, J. G. 
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Thomas S. Kennedy: 
an autobiography by a country .doctor* 

[Internal evidence indicates that Dr. Ken
nedy wrote his autobriography in the 
1930s. The following portions are reprint
ed from the first ten pages, numbered one 
through ten, of the first version of Dr. 
Kennedy's autobiography.] 

Thoma s S.Kennedy was born at 
Goldsboro, North Carolina,on 
September 22,1859, the sixth 
son of John T. and Elizabeth 
Cox Kennedy. The family liv
ed in Goldsboro during part 
of the Civil War. In the year 
1863 they moved to a place 
known as the "Bass place." 
While they lived at the 
"Bass place" the War closed 
and [Union generals William 
T.] Sherman and [John M.] 
Scofield struck Goldsboro. 
In about twelve hours after 
they arrived there wasn't 
anything left but the women 
and children, and nothing 
left in the immediate vicin
ity surrounding the town. 
What they couldn't destroy 
they burned. 

Being a child of six years 
these things were impressed 
on Dr. Kennedy's mind very 
emphat ically, the following 
is as he tells it. 

Tiffi CIVIL WAR YEARS. 

The first thing we had to 
eat was corn picked up in 

Kennedy/ Autobiography 

PART ONE 

the camps where the hors es 
were fed, and that they had 
trampled on and stood on for 
several days. This was after 
[Confederate General] John
ston had forced Sherman and 
Scofield to follow him up to 
Hillsboro. We would carry 
that corn to the well and 
wash it and dry it,and parch 
it. We lived on it until the 
Union Army established head
quarters at Goldsboro to is
sue out provisions lo the 
women and children. 

I remember well the first 
time my motheL went; I went 
with her. She was dressed in 
a homespun dress, a brown 
warp and blue filling, and a 
palmetto hat that she had 
also made. 

All the women in the South 
wore homespun dresses and 
palmetto hats then. If they 
didn't wear the hats they 
wore homemade bonnetts. They 
gathered indigo and dyed the 
thread blue; young tender 
oak sprouts dyed the thread 
brown. 

As small as I was 1 well 
remember well standing in 
line behind Mother until her 
time came to draw the little 
pittance that the army is 
sued to her. 

We had walked 5 miles over 
country road, sand and clay 
to get there. We only walked 

the once to draw rations. 
When the army moved from 

the camp grounds around our 
house they left an old bob
tailed brindled ox that they 
thought would be of no use 
to them, and an old spring 
wagon on the camp grounds. I 
had two brothers older than 
myself and not old enough to 
be in the war, who were at 
home. They captured that old 
brindled ox,and took posses
sion of the wagon. They tied 
the old ox to the wagon with 
some strings and anything 
they could get hold of; 
pieces of rope and a little 
leather, so he could pull. 
Mother and we younger chil
dren got in the wagon and my 
two older brothers drove and 
led the ox;we rode to Golds
boro to a Captain Bill Wil
son's wife, where we stayed 
until Father came home out 
of the army in May. 

[When Father returned from 
the War, he] .. . took us and 
carried us out in the coun
try about six miles from the 
town in the forks of the 
river,and he and the men who 
were with him and 2 or 3 of 
our old slaves, who refused 

"''See "Behind the Scenes," 
inside front cover. 
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to leave us,soon had a brand 
new log house, " an old timey 
log house," up.He got Mother 
and we children in it, and 
then put up a stick and dirt 
chimney, in order that we 
might have a place to cook, 
and a fire to keep warm by. 

As soon as that was done 
Father and the old slaves 
and my older brothers com
mEnced to preparing land for 
cultivation and as soon as 
the land was prepared they 
planted corn. Such corn has 
never been grown before or 
since on such poor land as 
they had to plant it on . Ev 
ery grain yielded two big 
ears to the stalk. We lived 
out there in that log house 
until the following Decem
ber; had plenty of corn to 
go on for another year. The 
older boys would catch opos
sum and, now and then, kill 
a deer, and we got along 
pretty well. 

We had plenty of corn 
bread to eat,sweet potatoes, 
corn, opossum and sometimes 
venison, all we wanted . 

Father then rented a farm 
and we moved to a place a
bout two miles from Golds
boro. We lived there until 
1870. I was big enough by 
that time to chop cotton, 
drive a cart, haul compost, 
and break up ground with a 
plow, to haul wood to Golds
boro to saw. I made a regu
lar field hand, did as much 
work as any man.We had plen
ty of everything to eat and 
wear then and have had ever 
since. Thank God! 

I got to go to school a 
bout 3 months in the winter 
time; but it wasn't a publi c 
school. The old Confederate 
soldiers would get together 
and usually hire some good 
woman and pay her to teach 
the school and run it, and 
teach the children about 3 
months in the winter time. 
Now and then they would hire 
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a man. 
I never shall forget my 

first school. It was to a 
Capt. Howell, a Confederate 
Captain. He taught me my 
A-B-C's, and to spe ll in the 
old "Blue Back." I finally 
got to "bed" and "milk." I 
got to "bed" and spelled 
B- E-D. He wanted me to pro
nounce it; I couldn't pro
nounce it,and as we had been 
sleeping on blankets ever 
since Sherman and Scofield 
had burned o u r houses and 
everything in the m. When he 
asked me what I slept on at 
night I just spelled B-E-D, 
" blanke t." We got to milk 
and I couldn't pronounce it. 
He asked me what I liked to 
drink best and I told him 
M-I-L-K, "brandy." 

Captain Howell quit the 
school and turned it over to 
my aunt, then a young lady 
about 18 or 20. She finished 
out the term. The Captain,my 
oldest brother, and three or 
four other men saddled their 
horses and cut out for the 
West. 

I lived along and worked 
like other children in the 
country until August 1879. 
Most of us had to work in 
the field, chopping cotton , 
plowing, picking cotton, 
feeding the horses and the 
mules, hogs, milking, feed 
ing the chickens, carrying 
wood and water into the 
house.We got to go to school 
about 3 months in the winter 
time as a rule . 

LIFE WITH UNCLE. 

The second day of August, 
1879 , I was sent from Wayne 
to Green County, fro m Golds 
boro to Spate's Bridge, to 
work for an old uncle. The 
old man was in his 70s, 71, 
2 or 3 . You ca n i magi ne my 
c u riosi ty: what kind of a 
disposition the old fellow 

had; what kind of work I was 
going to do; what kind of 
place I was going to live ; 
and what I was goi ng to ge t 
to eat. I was very excited 
about it. 

An older brother of mine 
took me down there. We trav
eled with a horse and buggy, 
had country roads to travel 
and most of it was deep 
sand. We left Goldsboro a
bout 1:00 in the afternoon 
and got there about 5:00. I t 
was a distance of 26 mile s. 
My brother spent the night 
and went back home the next 
morning. 

I never had seen the old 
man in my life, nor any of 
his family that I remember. 
He had seen me somewhere ,and 
had seen my father and to ld 
him that he wanted me to 
come down there and work in 

William T. Sherman, 1865. [Fort Lauder· 
dale Historical Society] 
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his old store.My mother did
n't want me to go, she ob
jected to my going;but Fath
er sent me just the same. He 
didn't pay any attention to 
her. 

At home where I was raised 
my father always loved to 
see his wife and children 
enjoying life and being hap
PY and having a good time 
around him. My uncle had two 
grandsons and a daughter all 
about my age and in the 
store with me. I hadn't been 
at Spate's Bridge but a few 
days before I would see them 
hid ing around and whispering 
every time they saw the old 
man about. They were afraid 
t o say anything in his pres 
ence. 

Well,I wasn't used to that 
kind of business. I hadn't 
been there but a little 
while before I found out he 
wa s a regular old tyrant; he 
wanted everyone to be scared 
of him, and when he came a
round where they were,afraid 
t o say a thing, and if they 
did to say it in a whisper . ! 
decided that I wasn't going 
to be scared of him; decided 
that I would not be like his 
grandsons and daughter in 
that respect. I did not pro
pose to let him scare me. 

I hadn't been at work in 
the store but about a year 
before my uncle found out I 
knew something about farm 
ing. He immediately purchas
ed a saddle horse, outfitted 
him and put me to overseeing 
his farms.While my old uncle 
lived and I was working for 
him I was called up at 4:00 
every morning; saddled my 
horse and stayed in the sad
dle from then until about 
11 :00 at night six days in 
the week . He was a regular 
old tyrant and nobody in the 
wor ld could hardly live with 
him. 

He would fuss about any
thing, his coffee wasn't hot 
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enough when he was eating 
breakfast; the Negroes were
n't doing the plowing right; 
it wouldn't rain according 
to his wishes; the weather 
didn't suit him; in fact 
nothing suited him . He found 
something to fuss about from 
the time he got up in the 
morning until he went to bed 
at night. He fussed at any
body. No one could please 
him. 

The whole trouble was he 
had accumulated a lot of 
wealth and had to die and 
leave it, and it looked to 
me like he wanted to give 
everybody in the world all 
the trouble he could [in) 
what time he had to live. He 
had all the confidence in 
the world in me, he told one 
of his sons-in - law; he also 
told him he didn't like me 
because I was not afraid of 
him. 

My uncle finally became so 
tyrannical that I left. Took 
what money I had saved and 
went to school. I had saved 
enough money to last me two 
years in school, and before 
my second year was over he 
was writing for me to come 
back. Well, when I finished 
my second year I went back 
and worked for bim for an
other year or two. 

When I left him this time 
I got a job with C.H. Chapin 
and Company in Philadelphia. 
This was a mercantile compa
ny, and I was given part of 
Pennyslvania, Maryland, and 
Ohio to travel over. I was a 
traveling salesman,and work
ed for them until my uncle 
who lived at Spates Bridge 
died . 

Philadelphia was a grand 
old city. It was the largest 

city I had ever been in at 
that time, and one can vis
ion a young man 22 or 23 
years old in the old city. I 
took in all there was to be 
seen or done. Just a country 
boy come to town! It is 
surely named correctly, "The 
Quaker City." Having come 
from Quaker stock and at
tended a Quaker School in 
North Carolina, I could ap
preciate it. 

When my uncle died the ex
ecutors of his estate wrote 
to me and wired me to come 
and help them settle up the 
estate. They offered to pay 
me a higher salary than Cha
pin and Company were paying 
me, so I accepted their of
fer. I left Philadelphia in 
September,l885,and went back 
to Spate's Bridge in North 
Carolina,and went to work on 
the Sanders P.Cox, estate. 

After his estate was set
tled my aunt employed me to 
stay on and work for her.All 
of her children and grand
children left her after they 
got what was coming to them 
out of the estate, and there 
wasn't a white person on the 
plantation with the excep
tion of herself and myself. 

One thing I well remember, 
in the winter of 1886 and 
1887, beginning the later 
part of December, I took a 
team of mules and hauled 300 
bales of cotton for a dis
tance of 20 miles, to the 
nearest railroad station. It 
took me over 50 days to com
plete the job.The roads were 
winding clay and sand roads. 
Red clay and sticky when it 
was raining and it was often 
raining and sleeting. I v.'as 

in the saddle at 5:00 in the 
morning and as a rule it was 
9:00 in the evening before I 
got my mules fed and watered 
and I got into the house. 

My aunt was as good to me 
as if I had been one of her 
own children.! enjoyed work -
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ing for her.Sh e died in 1890 
and left a will naming me as 
executor of her estate. I 
s ettled up the e s tate in 
about 2 years, would ha v e 
done it sooner but all her 
heirs gave me all the trou
ble they could trying to 
break the will . However , the 
Courts upheld the will and 
the heirs didn't get any 
place. 

BUYING AND SELLING A FARM. 

I moved back to Wayne County 
and, with what money I had 
saved, bought a farm. Sold 
cotton in the year 1893 at 
three and three quarter 
cents a pound,which is about 
as low as the price of cot
ton has ever been.By working 
hard I was able to pay ex
penses and had plenty of 
meat in the smokehouse and 
corn in the crib. I gave my 
farm and horse and buggy to 
my father and mother,knowing 
that they could rent the 
farm for enough to take care 
of them. 

LIFE IN GEORGIA. 

In May 1893 I arrived in 
Douglas, Coffee County, 
Georgia. Got a job in a day 
or so after my arrival work
ing at a one-horse sawmill. 
I worked at the sawmill un
til the latter part of Aug
ust, then got work in a drug 
store. I studied whenever I 
got a chance.I learned quite 
a bit of chemistry while 
working in the drugstore. 

In June 1897 helped fight 
a fire and got too hot, and 
took sick with the typhoid 
fever.I got back down to the 
drugstore about the middle 
of August.Looked like I nev
er would get my health back, 
but managed to keep up and 
going. 
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MILITARY LIFE. 

In February 1898 the MAINE 
was blown up and Governor 
Atkinson called on Georgia 
for her quota of troups. I 
went with Company G, First 
Georgia Regiment, Brunswick 
Rifles. My army experience 
was not for a great period 
of time, but gave me all the 
army life I've ever wanted. 

We were first stationed at 
Chicamauga Park,a mile or so 
distant from Knoxville, Ten
nessee. As soon as my papers 
were checked over and the 
officers found out I was a 
druggist they put me in the 
hospital tent, and I admin
istered to and waited on 
sick folks the rest of my 
time in the army. 

From Chicamauga Park we 
were sent to Macon, Georgia, 
and stayed there until I was 
mustered out about the 15th 
of the following November. 
From Macon I went to visit 
my father and mother in 
North Carolina. 

REMINISCING. 

Sitting around the fire in 
the evenings we would remin
isce.Talk over old times . My 
father and mother were pret
ty well-to-do for people in 
the South before the Civil 
War.They owned a big planta
tion and quite a few slaves. 
Father asked me if I remem
bered the old plantation 
home, the Negro cabins and 
all. 

I told him I couldn't re
member the old home and all 
so well, but I could remem 
ber standing on the piazza 
beside Mother when Sherman 
rode up to our door and 
said: "Madame, where is your 
husband?" 

She replied, "Where all 
good Southern men should 
be." 

He said, "Then he is 
Lee's army?" 

Her reply was, "Yes , and 
of my sons and all I hate i 
that I haven't 500,000 
to put with t hem." 

It wasn't but a few min• 
utes after that befo re the 
house and cabins and every· 
thing but the clothes on o~ 
backs were burned to t~ 

ground. 
My mother then started 

teasing me - I wasn't 4 years 
old when this happened u 
1862. She asked me if I re• 
membered going with her to 
Fortress Munroe to get If 
father, who had been severe
ly wounded and was exchanged 
in the exchange of officers, 
and had gotten word throu 
to Mother somehow to c 
get him. I could remember 
going with her and that was 
about all. 

It was at about the tilt 
of the blow- up of Pete rsbur 
that Father got wounded. 
course, trains at tha t t' 
were very slow;it took quit 
a while to go from Go ldsb 
ro, away across Virginia t 
Fortress Munroe, and we ha• 
to stop for 2 hours i n Wel 
don, North Carolina , fo 
breakfast. At the breakfast 
table in the hotel I go 
hold of the sugar dish an 
ate up what sugar they had 
in the hotel, which goes to 
show how scarce such things 
were in the Southern States 
at that time. Mother never 
forgot the incident, much to 
my embarrassment many times. 

When we got to Fo rtress 
Monroe I was the proudest 
thing you ever saw to see IIJ 
daddy. I don't remember a 
thing about the Fortress 
Monroe. I was very interest· 
ed in the way my da ddy wa 
handled, though, and th 
Northern soldiers were just 
as gentle in handling a~ 

putting him on the t rain as 
if they had Union soldiers. 



We got him home and it was 
n 't long before he was on 
crutches and a short while 
after that he was back in 
Lee's army and was with him 
at Appomattox whe n he sur
rendered. 

Dr. John Jones visited 
Father and trea t ed him after 
we had brought him home. I 
never shall forget the old 
doctor driving up to the 
house, getting out of his 
buggy and taking the pretti
est, sh iny black little suit 
case , I called it, and going 
in t o see Fa t her . The oftener 
I saw that little medicine 
chest the more I became im
pressed . ! decided,right then 
and t here , when I grew up I 
was going to be a doctor and 
have one of those things. I 
think this was my first idea 
of ever becoming a doctor. 

Many a pleasant evening we 
spent sitting around the 
fi re listening to Father 
describe the different bat
tles he was in. He could 
picture them to us even to 
the minutest detail. 

I can remember a verse or 
two of one of the songs that 
was sung during the recon
struction days. What makes 
me remember it so well,! was 
wo rking at the time for my 
uncl e in Green County, and 
Cousin Hattie Bizzell from 
Montgomery , Alabama, came to 
vis it my aunt there.When her 
visit was finished she want
ed to go to New Berne for a 
vis it with some more rela
tives . I had to go with her. 
Women, in those days after 
the war, were not allowed to 
travel a lone. 

She was a little old lady 
about 50 years old, and one 
of t he bloods,an aristocrat, 
car ried herself like a 
queen . We got the train at 
Wil son and a couple of 
Northern men happened to be 
sitting in the seat behind 
us. 
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We hadn't traveled very 
far before we passed some 
Negroes a t wor k on the road. 
It was pretty chilly and 
they had a fire and would 
warm t hemselves a bit and 
then run back and work a 
while . The weat her wasn ' t so 
cold that if t hey had been 
working as they s hould have 
they wo uldn' t have needed a 
fire. Well, these "Damn Yan
kees" sitting behind us made 
several remarks abo u t the 
way the Negroes were treat
ed, . whic h didn ' t sound so 
we l l to Cousin Hattie . 

She said, "Tommie, ha nd me 
my guitar." 

She always carried her 
guitar with her and could 
play one nicely. I handed it 
to her, she tuned it and 
struck a few c hords and be
gan . ! never shall forget the 
following: 

I followed old Marse Robert 
For four years nigh about 

I catched the rheumatism 
And starved at Point Look Out. 

But I killed a chance of Yankees 
And that's j ust what I did. 

Five hundred thousand Yankees 
Lie stiff in Southern Clay. 

They died of Southern fever, 
Of Southern steel and shot. 

I wish it had been five million 
Instead of what we got. 

I wish it had been five million 
Instead of what we got. 

About that time the two 
Northern men got up and went 
into another coach and we 
weren't bothered anymore 
during our trip. 

Can't you just see the 
little old lady, and don't 
you know how much good it 
did her to hush up those two 
men. 

(The following portions are re printed 
from the succeeding seven pages of the 
remai itder of the first version of Dr. 

Kennedy's autobiography. They had 
been numbered to again begin with 
number one.] 

MIGRATING TO FLORIDA. 

During my army experience 
one heard quite a bit of 
talk about Florida. In other 
words Florida was more talk
ed about as a pioneer state 
for young men to go to to 
start their life's work than 
t he old phrase , "Go west 
young man,go west." I decid
ed to go to Florida,so after 
my visit with my parents in 
Nort h Carob na, I took the 
train to Florida, got as far 
as Savannah, Georgia, and my 
money ran out -- most of it 

I counted the cross ties 
from Savannah, Georgia, to 
Jacksonville.That is common
ly known as walking the 
rails. 

From Jacksonville I got 
steerage ·passage on a steam
boat to Sanford, Florida. I 
spent from Tuesday until the 
following Saturday trying Lo 
get a job in Orange County. 
Sanford was in Orange County 
at that time.On Sunday morn
ing I Look my satc-hel, put 
it to a little stick, put it 
across my shoulders and 
counted the crossties to Ti
tusville; slept that night 
in a little oak thicket just 
outside of Titusville, 
morning I looked the 
over for work,but found 
the freeze of 1894 and 

next 
town 
that 
1895 

had left everybody in pover
ty around Titusville.Finding 
nothing to do there I went 
to the steamboat office and 
to td the purser how 1 was 
fixed. He told me to come 
back that afternoon,that the 
boat would be there at 4:00, 
and to pass right by him in 
the doorway, not stop and, 
as 1 went by him, he would 
hand me a pass;that he would 
be standing in the door. 
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The steamboat arrived at 
Jensen the next morning a
bout 9:00 . ! got off and went 
to the pineapple fields to 
try and get work, I had been 
told there would surely be 
work at Jensen. 

The pineapple fields were 
a sight to me. I had never 
seen a pineapple field be
fore. Hundreds of acres of 
1 ineapples set in rows like 
corn, and growing on a stem 
about 12" to 18" long out of 
tops just like the tops on 
fresh pineapples one buys in 
the market.The soil on which 
they were grown was white 
sand. It seems as though the 
pineapples are better and 
sweeter when they are grown 
on the white sand. 

I found nothing to do and 
walked on down to Stuart and 
found nothing to do there. 
While I was at Stuart late 
in the afternoon I met a man 
with a little sailboat going 
to Olicia.He was a fisherman 
and offered me a job fish
ing. I went with him and 
found out that fishing that 
he wanted me to do was en
tirely different from the 
hook and line fishing that I 
was used to . He wanted me to 
take a dory and a net and go 
out in the ocean and stay 
all night and come in the 
next morning with a load of 
fish. Knowing nothing about 
that kind of work I quickly 
told him I hadn't lost any 
thing out in that ocean and 
I was surely not going o u t 
there to find anything. 

That night si t ting around 
the campfire a n d talking I 
met an old gent leman na med 
Tolbert,from Alab a ma.He told 
me I had a job if I could do 
it. It wasn't his job but a 
man from Palm Beach wrote 
him to have a carload of 
cross - ties cut and ship them 
to him if he cou ld fi n d any
body t o do it.I as ked h i m if 
had had an ax . He t old me h e 
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didn't have but would get me 
one the next morning and 
did. We ground the ax and I 
went to chopping ties. 

Crossties are 9" square 
and 9' long as a rule and 
they are the hardest work in 
the world to cut out of 
Flo rid a pine, the smoothing 
of them and all is done with 
an ax. The blade of the ax 
they are smoothed up with is 
about 12" long and is round
ed. It is quite a job to 
learn how to use one of them 
in itself, but I did it. 

I was just out of the Uni
ted States Army and my hands 
were soon blistered and 
bleeding, but I rubbed plen
ty of kerosene on them and 
kept at work and in 5 days I 
had 5 cords of cross-ties 
cut and on a car. The trees 
were placed beside the rail
road and I did the work out 
in the open and it was plen
ty hot. 

When the train come along 
to take the car to Palm 
Beach,! crawled on it and we 
were from 11:00 p . m. until 
5 : 00 next morning going 30 
miles on that freight. Mr. 
Tolbert met me and introduc 
ed me to the man for whom I 
had cut the wood. He invited 
us to have breakfast with 
him, and told me that if I 
had nothing to do he would 
give me $2.50 to unload the 
wood I had cut for him . He 
had the car placed so that I 
could throw the wood out 
where he wanted it . I went to 
work in about an hour's time 
and by 12:00 the car was 
empty. He then settled wi t h 
me for both cutting the t ies 
and unloading t he car . I i m
mediately wen t t o a barber 
shop and cleaned up, and p ut 
on the best clo t hes I had , 
left my suitcase at the bar
ber s hop, went to a res t a u r 
a n t a nd go t my di nner , a nd 
t h e n decided to loo k over 
t he ci t y . 

Before we go any further I 
had better tell some thiq 
about the country I travel~ 

over getting to Palm Beach. 
As I said from Jacksonvi lle 
I took the steamer to San
ford. In those days most all 
business was carried on on 
the rivers . You were no t out 
of sight of a steamboa t or 
the smoke from one the whole 
distance. We left Jackson
ville about 3:00 in the af
ternoon and got to Sanfo rd 
about 3:00 the next morning. 

That river trip, what I 
saw of it was beautiful . The 
river was from a half mi le 
to a mile or two or three ~ 
most places and some tim9 
wider. The banks on bo th 
sides were dense with tropi
cal foliage: water oaks, 
dripping with Spanish mo ss, 
live oaks, cypress, water 
hyacinths in the water pro
fusely,cattle feeding i n the 
water up to their bell ies, 
cranes and water birds of 
different kinds and co lo rs . 
All green, rich green , with 
the purple glints striking, 
thrown from the gray of the 
Spanish moss beautiful. 
Toward evening all s lowly 
changing to a bluish gray, 
with just a touch of laven
da r in it, and the shore 
lines slowly fading int o the 
night . One looked above the 
shore line at the s ky and 
sunset, and saw God's handi 
work. 

A Florida sunset a ll the 
colors of the rainbow, 
blended : old rose , shell 
pink , deep orange,roya l pur
ple, and all t h e grays of 
different tones a nd ri ch
ness, tha t one i magine . The 
whole pictu re slowly blend
ing and harmonizing fi rs t to 
a soft gray with the lovely 
colors faintly showing and 
finally t he dark curt ai n of 
night is d ropped. 

Th e count ry I wa lked f ro1 
Sa n fo rd to Ti tusvi l l e was 
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scrub oak with now and then 
a hammock , plenty of palmet 
t o, and cabbage palms and 
pine trees, the long leaf 
Florida pine,and as I cross 
ed the prairie saw grass. 
The whole country was very 
sparsely settled . I didn't 
pa ss a person, or see a 
house from Sanford to Titus
vi lle. 

From Titusville on the In
dian River . I t is one of the 
mo s t beautiful rivers in the 
wo rld ,I t hink. It is differ 
ent from the St . Johns be
cause it is brackish, and at 
that time fishing •vas car
ried on very extensively on 
it. Wild ducks literally cov
ered its surface, co - mingled 
with pellicans, sea gulls , 
cranes of all kinds and col 
ors , mostly white, blue and 
gray. The river is very wide 
two or three miles most its 
entire length. The banks of 
the river about the same as 
the St.Johns,with the excep
tion of now and then a break 
in the east one where an in
let into the Atlantic Ocean 
fo rmed. 

West Palm Beach is on the 
we s t shore of Lake Worth, 
Pa lm Beach is on the east 
shore. Most of the citizens 
at that time lived in West 
Palm. Flagler was just begin
ning the building of his two 
large hotels: The Breakers 
and The Royal Poincianna, in 
Pa lm Beach. 

I walked around an hour or 
so looking over the town. It 
wasn't very large at that 
time possibly a thousand in 
hab itants. As I was turning 
a corner I met a man I had 
known in Georgia a few years 
before, he recognized me as 
soon as he saw me, asked me 
what I was doing. 

I told him, "Looking for a 
job . " 

He says, "Meet me here at 
3:00 , and if one can be had 
in th is end of Florida you 
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shall have it." 
I met Dr . Arthur Pough a 

dentist at 3 : 00 the appoint 
ed time, and we got in a 
boat and went across the 
lake to t he Royal Poincian 
na . He in t ro duced me to sev
eral parties among them Mr . 
Fred Sterry and Mr. Fremd, 
who was the gardner . I got a 
job to go to work that night 
at 7 : 00 as night watchman. I 
was on time and worked a
round the Royal Poincianna 
unti l t he followi ng J u ly . 

Mr. Bill Lainhart hired me 
then for a co uple of wee ks 
to watch the Flagler resi 
deuce and stay in calling 
distance of the house, so if 
Mrs . Flagler became violent 
or got away from the nurses 
I could assist them. I had 
nothing to do but keep in 
calling distance of the 
house, so I almost memorized 
Flint's Practice of Medi
cine. I studied it the whole 
time I was on that job. 

Mr. Flagler a little later 
got a divorce from Mrs.Flag
ler on the ground of insani
ty.The only divorce that has 
ever been obtained on the 
ground of insanity in the 
United States and also the 
only one that was ever ob
tained on that ground in 
Florida. It is claimed by 
some that it cost Flagler 
one million dollars to get 
the Legislature to pass the 
law making insanity a ground 
for divorce. The very next 
Legislature repealed the law 
and consequently only the 
one divorce was ever obtain
ed on that ground. 

Mr. Charlie HaiL was head 
carpenter at the Royal Poin
cianna and needed carpen
ters, I knew nothing about 
carpenter work but he gave 
me work and I worked at car
pentering until the last of 
September . 

ARRIVAL AT NEW RIVER. 

One of the men I met while 
working around the Poincian
na was John Mullikin.(l] He 
was interested in citrus 
groves and wanted to start a 
grove of his own, he had 
heard that in the vicinity 
around Fort Lauderdale there 
was some good citrus land, 
as well as some good farmini 
land. 

I thought I might try my 
hand at farming in Florida 
so we got together, went to 
Fo r t Lauderdale, to look a
round a nd see what we could 
find.He found what he wanted 
about 7 miles south of Fort 
Lauderdale, and a few years 
later put out an orange 
grove on it. 

I also made up my mind to 
put in a crop there that 
season, so 1 went back to 
West Palm Beach, and got my 
few belongings and returned 
to Fort· Lauderdale, on the 
2nd day of October 1899. 

FRANK STRANAHAN 

["Historical Mysterious Picturesque New 
River, " Friends of the Library of Fort 

Lauderdale , Florida , Inc. , 1978-1979.] 
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I arrived at 11:00 at 
night in a pouring rain; 
took my s atche l a nd followed 
a trail down t h e riv er bank 
until I came to Stranah a n 's 
camp [ 2], where I go t a row
boat and crossed the river , 
went over and saw o ld uncle 
Billie Marshall [ 3] and he 
took me in for the night. 
Next morning it was still 
raining. He called me to 
breakfast. I had but one 
quarter, gave it to h i m for 
my night's lodging, saying I 
had nothing to pay for 
breakfast with. 

He said, "Come on and eat, 
if it ever quits raining you 
can work and pay for it. " 

I told him, "yes." I did
n ' t mind work. 

It rained steady day and 
night until the 11th day of 
November. 

One of the first things I 
did was cross the river and 
investigate Stranahan's 
camp. Frank Stranahan had 
come to Fort Lauderdale some 
years before and on the 
north bank of the river just 
a little west of where the 
ferry crossed built what was 
known as Stranahan's camp.He 
built a frame store about 20 
by 20 feet, and stocked it 
with some groceries, patent 
medicines, dry goods and 
traded mostly with the Semi
nole Indians. The building 
set about one hundred feet 
from the river bank and 
there was several big water 
oak trees around the place; 
making it an ideal camping 
ground . ! have seen a hundred 
or two Indians camped there 
doing their trading, selling 
alligator hides mostly to 
Mr. Stranahan, but he bought 
some egret plumes from them. 
He shipped the hides and 
plumes North and did a 
flourishing business, made 
money. 

A year or two la t er he 
married and built a b i g two 
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story house there and that 
house [4] now is one of the 
landmarks of Fort Lauder 
dale. 

The Seminole Indians in
tere s ted me . I had never seen 
them before, they are darker 
of s kin than any other tribe 
of Indians. Their manner of 
dress one can ' t describe ve
ry well, the women wore 
dresses of many colors,which 
reached to the ground, and 
a nywhere from a peck to a 
bus hel of colored beads a 
round their necks. The men 
or " b u cks " wore 
length and not 
the women ' s but 
colors. 

dresses knee 
as full as 

just as many 

By this time a man by the 
name of Sandy Young had put 
in his appearance; so we got 
together, went up the river 
where my ground was he 
rented him some ground from 
somebody - - so we went there 
and built a palmetto shack. 
He knew the trucking bus i 
ness. I didn't. We hatched 
there during the season. 
During the time the crop was 
made we got us a little 
credit, and that is the way 
we eat. 

Mr. Mullikin at Palm Beach 
furnished me fertilizer to 
make the crop with for a 
certain part of what the 
crop sold for. 

[The following portions are reprinted 
from the second version of Dr. Kenne
dy's autobiography. These excerpts begin 
on page three of this version.] 

YELLOW FEVER, MY FIRST CASE. 

Right abo u t t he l a t er part 
of Oc t ober, 1899, or t he 1st 
of November , 1899; a young 
man na med Walt Ma r s hall left 

this place and went to Mia· 
mi, and he brought back a 
case of yellow fever wi~ 

him from Miami . That was 1'/ 
first case in Fort Lauder· 
dale. 

From h i m it broke out and 
every man, woman and child 
on New River had the yello 
fever, blac k a n d whi te . My 
last case was a lady who 
gave birth to a baby during 
t he time she was sick . Much 
to my surprise, the baby liv· 
ed and done well. 

I worked in my tomatoes 
a 11 day and pulled a rowboat 
up and down t he rive r at 
night going to see these 
people t hat had the fever. 
One nigh t I had pu lled a 
rowboat 5 miles up the riv~ 
to see a fa mily at the head 
of the river. On my way bact 
about one or 2 : 00 i n the 
night I was slowly going 
down the river next to the 
ba n k and something lifted ae 
and my rowboat out of the 
river, threw me out and my 
oars,and I lost my hat .I fi· 
nally swam around and found 
one oar and managed to bail 
the boat out, and sculled it 
on home. 

Along about the middle of 
March, 1900, after the epi· 
demic had ceased,! was work· 
ing in my toma t oes i n the 
mud, about knee deep. I hap· 
pened to look away across 
the field next to the river 
and I saw three men comins 
towards me. One of them~~ 

Mr.E.T . King, I knew him. The 
other two wore blue jackets; 
they kept coming on, until 
they got to me, and Mr . Kin& 
introduced me to t hem. One 
was Dr. Hosea, from New Or· 
leans. The other was Dr. V~ 
Huss from Fernandina, Flor~ 
da. 

Dr. Hosea says , "I under 
s t and you are pra cticin& 
medicine up here." 

I sa y s , "Yes sir." 
He say s , "Wha t right have 
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you to practice medicine 
here?" 

I says, "None whatever, 
only from the suffering 
cause of humanity. 

"This place had been quar
antined and you could not 
get a doctor. The doctors 
from Palm Beach wouldn't 
come, and those from Miami 
were not allowed to come." 

That was the answer I gave 
Hos ea, and Van Huss. There
fore I had to do the best I 
could for the sick people. 

They had me to go and show 
them every patient I had 
had, and when they got 
through and examined them 
all they complimented me on 
the job, and Dr. Hosea told 
me to make out a bill and 
send it to him at New Or
lean s and he would o. k. it 
and I would get my money. 
Whi ch I did. 

ROMANCE, EDUCATION, AND MAR
RIAGE. 

As s oo n as I got my crop 
shipped I c ut out for the 
Univer s ity of The South Med
ical Co llege [5] . I we n t up 
there a nd s p e nt six month s 
in the me d ica l s chool t o 
gain wha t I had los t f rom my 
former l ectu res . 

I came b ack here in Decem
ber 1900 and abou t the first 
thing I sal-.' was my [ future] 
wife with he r back to me 
[6] . The old people I had 
boarde d with had been up in 
Georgia and she came back 
with them to spend t he win 
ter . I got board at my same 
old p lace. I made anoth er 
crop t ha t year a n d on t h e 
6th of J une when s h e left 
ere I went with her home. l 

staye d a r o und t h e r e l oPg 
enough; unt il we ma d e o u r 
arrangement s t o marry a nd I 
talked to h e r pare nts ab o ut 
it. 

Her Mother dido' t have 
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much to say, but her Father, 
being a Missionary Baptist 
preacher, he bucked like a 
young bronco. However I fi
nally told him that we had 
consented to be married and 
I would like for it to be 
agreeable; however, we were 
going to be married if she 
lived and I did until the 
following December. 

I left there and went on 
back to medical school,stood 
an examination and got a di
ploma at the close of the 
school. Left there and came 
on back and stopped and went 
out to get my [future] wife 
and her brother and I went 
and got the marriage license 
and her poor old Papa tried 
to marry us. He gave out in 
his ritual and finally broke 
down and boo-hooed, and pro
nounced us man and wife in a 
broken boo-hoo, on the 23rd 
day of December,l901. 

PRACTICING MEDICINE IN FORT 
LAUDERDALE. 

Thre e days later we too k the 
train and came back to Flor
ida, t o Fo rt Laud e rdal e . We 
go t h e r e the 2nd d a y o f Jan-

["Historical Mysterious 
Picturesque New River," 

Friends of the Library 
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 

uary,l902, and I pitched an
other crop and went to prac
ticing medicine full blast 
without a horse,without any
thing but my feet to walk 
on. 

I was up every morning at 
4:00 and would go and work 
in my tomato crop all day 
and walk up and down the 
river every night to see 
sick people, and let them 
get me back and forth across 
the river in their rowboats. 
Then I got to practicing all 
over the County from Stuart 
to Niami; you might say, I 
have been from here to Stu
art to see sick people. 

On the 4th of July 1902, I 
was called to Deerfield 
right early.I took the early 
train, got up there and saw 
three or four patients that 
had typhoid fever all in one 
house. I waited around there 
a while after I got through 
with those and started to 
walk back home, 15 miles. On 
the 4th of July and the sun 
a-broiling down. 

I got down right clo s e to 
Pomp a no and gave out, had a 
suns troke;that is not e xa ct
ly, ! saw I wa s going t o fa ll 
if I d i dn't g e t i n the woo ds 
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and sit down in the shade. I 
hadn't been there but a lit
tle while before the section 
man came along with his hand 
car, going to dinner. He 
stopped and took me up; he 
had sense enough to see I 
W8S in pretty tough shape so 
he stopped at his house and 
invited me in to dinner and 
I stayed there until late in 
the afternoon, and he took 
his men and the handcar and 
brought me home to Fort 
Lauderdale. His name was 
Saxon . 

He reported the trip to 
the supervisor of the rail
road, and soon got instruc
tions from the headquarters 
when anybody was sick up and 
down the road, to take his 
handcar and go and get the 
little doctor for them. 

SNEEZING. 

My next labor case was in 
Pompano, and there was some 
fun connected with jt; that 
is, that it was fun for me. 
We fooled around there from 
about 4:00 in the afternoon 
until a way towards day next 
morning. There was a very 
dear old grandma lady around 
all the time. 

Finally she said to me, 
"Why don't you sneeze her?" 

That sneeze her was some
thing new to me. Something I 
had never heard of before. 
So, I replied to her that I 
had never heard anything 
about it but, if she wanted 
to sneeze her to go ahead 
and sneeze her. So I waited 
patiently and kept my eyes 
open wanting to know what 
sneezing meant; so in a few 
minutes she took out her 
snuff box and took some 
herself and then took a 
pinch and put it in the la 
dy's nostrils and soon she 
was sneezing. And I am frank 
to admit that as simple as 
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it was it had enough effect 
on the nervous system to 
start up good hard labor 
pains and at about 4:00 a.m. 
we had a nice boy baby. I 
clipped the cord and handed 
the baby to the old grandma 
and I proceeded to clean up 
the lady and get her in good 
shape. 

When I got through with 
the lady I thought I would 
then go and take care of the 
baby;but I found grandma had 
already ta ken care of the 
baby in good shape and found 
also when I got to her that 
she had put a piece of right 
tough white gobby fat meat 
about an inch and a half 
long and as big around as my 
little finger in the baby's 
mouth and it was sucking a 
way on it.However mother and 
baby come out all right and 
got along fine and the boy 
is a fine young man 30 years 
old today. 

MR.MONK, TELEGRAPH OPERATOR. 

My next case at Pompano was 
an old telegraph operator 
named Monk.A man named Char
lie Hale sent after me for 
Mr. Monk. He was Express man 
at Pompano at that time and 
the Express Company had fur
nished him with a pair of 
mules and a wagon to haul 
stuff to the depot with so 
that they could get it. He 
sent a man after me with his 
mules and I got up there a
bout 8:00 at night. 

I went to Mr.Hale's house 
and he took his lantern and 
walked with me and we cross
ed the canal in a rowboat 
and found the patient in a 
little old shack. 

Mr.Hale says, "Doctor, can 
you do anything for him? I 
think he is dead but maybe 
you can do something for 
him." 

Well , I examined the old 

man and found out what waa 
going on and found out h 
had hemorrhagic fever 
had bled about to death 
his kidneys. I had a great 
big one pound bottle of pure 
powdered calomel. I proceede 
to pull his tongue out and 
put about 20 to 30 gra ins of 
that powdered calomel on t 
base of his tongue; took a 
tin cup of water and drenc~ 
ed it down him. 

Then I proceeded to shoot 
him with a hypodermic of 
strychnine, digitalis an 
nitroglycerine, all at one 
time. Mr. Hale and I sat b 
and watched him all nigh 
until next morning about day 
light. The old man then open• 
ed his eyes and could whis 
per. We gave him a gl ass o 
water and I then gave him 
or 4 capsules of quinine. 
told him I would be back t 
next day to see him, 
left. Next day I found 
old man able to sit up 
he got well all right. 

Still I had no horse o 
any way to get around wi 
except on foot unless peopl 
would come after me in thei 
wagons. There wasn't a bugu 
in the country, nor a horse. 

GEORGE, PRESS ROPER'S SON. 

In April 1902, I was wo rkin 
in my tomato patch up t 
river and a man had go t hol 
of an old horse and buggy · 
Dania somewhere, and ha 
droved through the paths ,an 
over the ditches, banks 
prairies and fields, 
through the woods and 
stopped his horse and ca 
across the field where I wa 
at work and wanted me to g 
to the buggy then to see hi 
boy, then about 7 years old. 

I got to the buggy an 
found the boy 
jerking all over . 
him wha t was the trouble . 
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said he stuck a nail in his 
foot the night before about 
dark. 

I had a little pocket case 
in my coat pocket,I took out 
one of the lancets and pop
ped it into place where the 
nai 1 went in good and deep 
and out jumped a lump of 
puss about the size of a 
pea; a right hard lump; and 
he was asleep, right sound 
asleep, in 2 minutes. 

That boy was George Roper, 
Press Roper's son. Today a
bout 41 or two years old and 
a wife and children,and I am 
glad to say is doing well. 

MRS .ESKULSON OF CHICAGO. 

My next case in Dania was a 
Mrs.Eskulson. A Chicago la
dy. I went down there and 
waited on her and pulled her 
out of a case of severe fev
er, got her up and doing 
well; and her husband was a 
pretty wealthy man at that 
time, so after she got able 
to ride and take the train 
he wanted to carry her back 
to Chicago. He got after me 
to go with him to Chicago. 
Well, I had nobody to leave 
with my wife; however, it 
turned out all right. About 
that time my wife's sister
in-law came to see her and 
she promised to stay with 
her . So he ordered a state
room and we boarded a 
through train at Dania for 
Chicago. 

I left her with these lit
tle thin Florida clothes on 
and stepped off the train on 
Sunday morning in Chicago in 
snow knee deep. Well,we took 
a bus immediately for his 
house,sat around by the fire 
all day on Sunday. 

Monday morning it was cold 
but the lady had got so much 
better that I decided that I 
could get back home. 
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The train left Chicago at 
about 7:00. About 5:00 me 
and the old man went down 
and he put a $50 overcoat on 
me; it was still cold and 
chilly; and gave me $250 in 
cash and a ticket back to 
Fort Lauderdale. I got home 
and found two or three calls 
every which way over the 
country; didn't amount to 
anything but just ordinary 
calls. 

FIRST BORN CHILD. 

My wife took sick at this 
time and I stopped every
thing and stayed with her. 
And on the 17th day of Octo
ber, 1902, my first child, 
W.T. Kennedy was born at 
10:00 in the morning. Mrs. 
Bellamy walked in about this 
time and Mrs. Bellamy washed 
the baby and dressed him. 
Wife and baby got along all 
right; however, he weighed a 
pound and a half at birth. 

All the Seminoles' Indians 
were across the river at 
Stranahan's camp, and they 
took their bateaus and came 
across the river and wanted 
to see pickaninny paleface. 
I think every squaw, and ev
ery pickaninny and most of 
the bucks in the whole tribe 
were there to see the pale
face pickaninny. 

I had a big long house.The 
room where my wife and baby 
were had two doors, so I let 
them in one door and they 
would walk through and look 
at the paleface pickaninny 
and pass out the other door. 

Such antics as they cut, 
one never saw before. I 
couldn't talk Seminole; but 
one old squaw,old Mammy Jum
per, s he could talk a little 
English, and she stopped and 
poked fun at me. She said I 
wasn't no count.I ought to 
have made one bigger. 

NIGHT RIDE TO POMPANO. 

By this time I had got me a 
little bench-legged pony, 
Jim,and I got a saddle, then 
I was fixed for work.Also by 
this time people had found 
out I was here and all over 
the country and began to 
think I knew a little some
thing about medicine and 
surgery and Jim and I were 
then in the woods and paths 
continually mighty near day 
and night going to see sick 
folks. 

About this time it com
menced to rain, and by the 
middle of November this 
country was afloat. I got a 
call to Pompano one night to 
see a man, so I got on my 
horse and paced along up to 
Pompano and the bridge at 
Cypress creek was afloat. 
However I got across and 
went on and saw my patient, 
started back home at 1:00. 
When I g·ot to the creek com
ing back the planks were 
floating. l got off my horse 
and stepped on them and held 
them down and he and I got 
across the creek all right. 

A little ways from the 
creek bridge on the south 
side there was a big ditch 
with a bridge across it. I 
started across it and there 
happened to be an alligator 
there. My horse got scared, 
and the alligator got scared 
and I got scared, I don't 
know which one was the 
worst. Anyway we were on the 
Lridge which crossed the 
ditch, and my horse jumped, 
and the bridge slipped out 
from under us and we landed 
head over heels both of us 
in the ditch. 

My horse was tied up so he 
couldn't get out,so I jumped 
around in the ditch and put 
my shoulders to the wheel so 
to speak, and managed to get 
my horse's front feet back 
on the road and we got all 
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right. We had gone but a few 
yards before we found we 
were in swimming water and I 
swam the horse until he got 
so tired, at last we landed 
up against a pine tree and 
he got footing,and I let him 
lean against the tree and 
rest for a good long spell. 
We then went on for another 
half mile and rested some 
nore. We then started across 
the prairie, 
half way up 
sides. 

the water was 
my horse's 

In the meantime the moon 
had come out and it was a 
bright moonshiney night. We 
struck the pine woods out of 
the prairie and my horse 
struck a little slow pace 
when I heard something 
squall; seemed like a woman 
in distress, and my horse 
jumped, seemed like he was 
uneasy. I stopped him and 
slowed him down, and pretty 
soon I heard it again closer 
to me and I couldn't keep my 
horses still. We had gone a 
little further and the thing 
squalled again not very far 
behind me, and I couldn't 
hold my horse, and I let him 
run. 

I realized by this time 
that it wasn't no woman. That 
thing followed me 2 to 3 
miles and I had two more 
bridges to cross, but these 
bridges weren't afloat a-
cross the creeks . I don't 
think my horse struck the 
first creek bridge more than 
twice, and 
sand bank. 
the second 
now Middle 
crossed the 

then we struck a 
We then crossed 
creek which is 

River. After we 
last bridge the 

road made a whirl and cross
ed the railroad and struck 
another sand bank and after 
we had gone about a mile the 
horse slowed down and took 
it along quieter. 

In the meantime I had done 
some thinking. I decided it 
was a panther that had been 
following us. I decided as I 
rode up the Stranahan's camp 
opposite my house on the 
river about 3:00 in the 
morning, that I had better 
stay with my horse.! managed 
to find some dry matches and 
I don't know how that hap
pened, but I built a fire and 
stayed there with my horse 
until the next morning. 

The next morning I crossed 
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the river 
and saw my wife 
were all right. Abou t 12 : 
I started back to see my 
tient and as I crossed 
first creek I got to wa 
ing the road and I fo und 
thoughts exactly right . 

It was a panther and 
one from the jumps he 
made and the trac ks 
were in the sand. To confi 
this while I was 
Pompano this morning to 
my patient, Fon Cherry, 
Karl Maddox and J.B . Farre 
[ 7], who lived up New Ri 
on the side in a kind of 
swampy place where they 
their tomato crop, ha d 
That morning when t hey 
up their dogs got scared 
got after something and 
ran Mr. panther up a 
and those boys got 
guns and killed the gent 
man,and when I got back 
evening late they had 
lying in the depot at 
Lauderdale, and he mea 
eleven feet two inches 
tip to tip. 

PRESS ROPER OF DANIA . 

By this time Dania had 
from Henberg, Jergeson 
Pols om to a (habitation] 
about 150 to 200 
al the Methodist 
ple had begun to 
of it a little , so they 
to work and get up by a 1 
tle subscription enough 
ey to build them a lit 
meetinghouse,so they e lec 
Mr. Press Roper as one 
their deacons or stewards 
whatever the office i s 
that office is called in 
Methodist church,and i t 
along for a year or two. 

Finally, they decided 
they must have them a li 
revival meeting down the 
and t h e n i t was who 
t ake care of the prea 
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So they went to old Mr.Frost 
and wanted him to take a 
preacher. 

He told them, "No, by God. 
I have a good looking young 
wife , and I'll have no damn 
preacher lying around my 
house. I'll pay t h e expenses 
of one if some of t he rest 
of you are a mind to take 
him ." 

So Mr.Press Roper took the 
preacher to his house. Press 
be ing a man who liked his 
toddy; so he slipped off 
f rom the preacher one even
ing late and takes his tea 
and he happened to hear the 
preacher coming in, so he 
grabbed him a small onion to 
eat,thinking he will destroy 
the scent of his toddy and 
in his hurry he swallowed 
the onion whole and got it 
l odged in his throat and he 
about choked to death. 

Mr . Frost put a couple of 
boys in his buggy behind his 
old nag and told them to run 
he r to death and get me down 
the re before he died. The 
boys got me pretty quick and 
back we went. I jumped down 
and ran in and saw what was 
the trouble; having no in 
struments with me I jumped 
out , took the buggy whip out 
of the stock, cut off the 
smal l end to suit my con
venience and bent it just 
right, all very hurriedly, 
and I walked back in the 
room took my little piece of 
buggy whip and put it in the 
onion, and shoved it right 
on down into his stomach,and 
I had the man relieved in a 
heap less time than it takes 
t o tell it. 

Every time I saw Mr. Frost 
a fter that he was all the 
t i me after me to pay him for 
hi s buggy whip that I used 
t o cure Press Roper with, he 
ha d lost his buggy whip, and 
he thought he ought to have 
the money. 

After that as long as he 
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liv ed eve ry t i me Mr . Frost 
would get Press in a crowd 
who didn ' t know a l l about i t 
he proceede d to tell how 
Press hid from the preacher 
to ta ke a drink and an onion 
to kill his brea th and it 
lodged in his t h roat and 
very nearly choked him to 
death and how I cut his bug
gy whip up to save him with. 

AUNT SALLY. 

About this time my wife took 
very sick, and I was so busy 
and had so much to do that I 
couldn't stay at home , and I 
got Aunt Sally, a yellow wo
man with some Indian blood 
in her but a better nurse 
and a neater one than half 
the graduate nurses today. 
She stayed at my house for 
about 2 or 3 months. During 
that time the colored people 
had employed one of these 
high aristocratic lady 
school teachers over there 
of a very dark color . And 
Aunt Sally allowed her to 
board at her house as she 
went home at nights herself, 
after she was through at my 
house. 

After a month or so Aunt 
Sally got to missing some 
little things from her 
house, and this very dark 
lady school teacher's time 
had expired, and Aunt Sally 
missed something else the 
morning she left. So while 
she was at the depot waiting 
for the train to leave, Aunt 
Sally walked up to her and 
demanded what she had taken, 
and she commenced to abuse 

Aunt Sally for calling her a 
thief. 

Aunt Sally happened to 
hav e a frying pan in her 
hand and she commenced to 
flail the colored school 
t e acher over the head with 
that fryi ng pan, and contin
ued to do so until she ac
knowledged she had those 
things she accused her of 
taking, and got out her old 
satchel and opened it up and 
gave them back to Aunt Sal
ly.About this time the train 
came along and the school 
teacher mounted the train 
and left pretty well bunged 
up over the head and face 
and bleeding pretty nicely. 

In a day or two the sher
iff Mr . Frohauck, was up here 
wanting to see Aunt Sally, 
well, Reed Bryan and I hap 
pened to be standing toge
ther when he got off the 
train. He came up and spoke 
to us and his business.! im
mediately told him where she 
was but he couldn't carry 
her off . She was over there 
waiting on my wife and was 
going to stay. After we ex
plained the thing to him and 
told him the tru t h about the 
matter, he said it was a pi
ty she didn't beat her some 
more and took the next train 
back to Miami. 

Well Aunt Sally got over 
to my house that morning and 
she was mad and puffing and 
blowing. My oldest boy then 
about 3~ years old was lis
tening to Aunt Sally tell 
Mama all about her troubles, 
and he made the remark that 
if he had a gun he would go 
kill that dam black nigger. 
My kids thought as much of 
Aunt Sally almost as they 
did their Mama, and they 
were the same way by Bob 
McCulla a big black old ne
gro man I kept around to 
harness my horses and to 
keep my buggy and things in 
shape. 
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JIM AND THE AUTOMOBILE. 

The following Sunday morning 
I had an urgent call to Da
nia.! threw the saddle on my 
frisky pony Jim,took my med
ical chest in one hand and 
sat my oldest baby up on a 
pillow in front of me . Got 
through my work in Dania and 
started home, and Jim and I 
met our first automobile . 

We had about a two mile 
stretch in the road and I 
saw something peculiar and 
as we got nearer together, 
and it got up within 100 
yards of us, Jim went to the 
timber with me,my baby, med
ical chest and all, in spite 
of all I could I do. As long 
as the old horse lived and I 
kept him 26 years,he wa~ al
ways afraid of automobiles . 

A.T.JONES, HORSE DEALER. 

About this time A. T . Jones 
took sick with a case of ty
phoid fever.He stayed in bed 
about 6 weeks and I attended 
him. Every day and part of 
the time twice a day . 

His occupation was a hors e 
dealer. He had sold all hi s 
horses but one, and that one 
was a beauty, a light sorrel 
with black mane and tail,and 
as fine a looking a horse as 
anybody wanted to look at.He 
weighed about 1,200 pounds 
and was as active as a kit
ten . I needed a horse might 
bad to help Jim out. 

So, when Jones got well so 
he could attend to his busi
ness he owed me $200 . He said 
he didn' t know how in the 
world he would ever pay it. 
I told him I would give him 
his doctor's bill for the 
horse. He told me he would
n't sell me that horse under 
no conditions if I would 
give him the cash unless I 
would get a certificate from 
my wife saying she would 
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never sue him in case he 
killed me. The reason he 
hadn't sold him everybody 
was afraid of him, he said. 
I told him, all right . 

I had to go to l'Jiami that 
day to get a lot of drugs, 
and 1 had a good harness and 
good reins and a good bit,so 
I took my horse out,and took 
the harne s s off him,and fit
ted it t o the other horse 
and bought me a good collar 
and fitted it to th e horse 
good and had a couple of 
niggers to help me and we 
hooked him to the buggy. 

I had the niggers hold him 
by the bits until I got in 
the buggy and got the reins 
in my hands. I went out of 
Jones' lot into the street 
in about two jumps.I whirled 
him right down the road for 
Miami, and by this time he 
was running pretty good and 
I just held him in the road 
and let him run. 

After he had run about a 
mile he wante d to s top and I 
took the whip a nd gave him a 
good sharp crack or two and 
kept him a - running. After he 
had gone about 6 o r 7 miles 
he calmed down to a good 
nice gait like a horse ought 
to, and I went on to Miami 
and got my drugs in the back 
of my buggy and came on back 
and about an hour by sun 
that evening when I came by 
Jones' the horse was walking 
just as nice as you please, 
handling just as easy as a 
baby and I had no more trou
ble with him as long as I 
kept him worked and driven. 
If he ever rested 3 or 4 
days he was ready to run a
way with you as soon as you 
struck the buggy. 

ALLIGATORS AND BABIES. 

One evening about 4:00 I was 
called out to a labor case. 
I got through about 1:00 in 

the night and started home. 
Coming along back I had to 
cross a little branch where 
they had made a little sand 
road across the branch just 
big enough for a horse an 
wagon, and there was mud on 
both sides neck deep. As I 
got there there was an alli
gator lying right across ~ 
road, i t frightened the hors 
and he went into the right 
hand side; mud half way up 
his shoulders and couldn't 
move. I unloosed the trace 
and got down in the mud and 
put my shoulders under h' 
and and managed to lift 
forefeet upon the road 
then took the reins and 
hi m go out; then I took 
shafts and pulled the whee 
up against the bank; back 
my horse down again betwe 
the shafts,took a rope I 
on for a halter and tied 
tail to the cross bar oft 
shafts, and held the shaf 
up, and made him pull t 
buggy out, then I hitched h' 
up right and we come alo 
home . 

(To be continued next edition.) 

FOOTNOTES 

1. John Mullikin: a native Kentuckian 
came to Florida in 1888 and mo 
Dania in 1903 where he served as 
first mayor from 1904 to 1905. 

2. Frank Stranahan: (1865·1929) moved 
New River in 1893. Considered to be 
founder of modern Fort Lauderdale. 

3. William H. Marshall: moved to New Rl 
1898. Became the first mayor of 
Lauderdale in 1911. 

4. Pioneer House: currently being restored 
Stranahan House, Inc. 

5 . University of the South Medical Col 
founded in 1857; located in Sew 
Franklin County, Tennessee. 

6. Future wife: Moille Dent, who had 
near Valdosta, Georgia. 

7. Joe B. Farrell: born in Georgia , had 
to New River in the 1890s and 
fortune in real estate. Returned to 
gia in the early nineteen hundreds. 

BROWARD LE 



["Historical Mysterious Picturesque New River," Friends of the Library of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Inc., 1978-1979.] 
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Alexander B. Lowe, first chairman, Board of County 
Commission, Broward County, Florida, 1915-1921. 
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