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The

CORAL REEFS of

BROWARD COUNTY

written and photographed by Bill Raymond

Bill Raymond, local resident and Fort Lauderdale native,
Teceived his Master's Degree in marine geology from Florida
State Uni versi ty. His thesis topic was "A Geolog.ic Investi
gation of the Offshore Sands and Reefs of Broward County,
Florida." Mr. Raymond is interested in natural history,par
ticulary offshore studies, and has done extensive research
studies on reefs and corals for more than a dozen years.

INTRODUCTION
Prior to 1967, the coral reefs of Broward
County might well have been called "mys
tery reefs. II All that was known about
them was thei r su rface topog raphy . In
1967 a set of charts was prepared by
Ocean Science and Engineering, Inc., in
which the bathymetry and subsurface to
pography were mapped from the shoreline
area to a di stance of one nautical mi Ie off
shore. Two years later, the United States
Army Coastal Engineering Research Center
(1969) conducted a study from Palm Beach
to Miami of the sediments and reefs in
which the latter were described as mar
ginal edge reefs capping three step-like
marine terraces.

There have been several publ ications
which describe the geology of the reefs
and provide an analysis of their forma
tion. This author published the first in
1972. Later that year, Courtenay et al.
described the biology of the reefs in Pom
pano,Dania and Hallandale. In 1977,Lighty
described in detai I the outer reef at a
trench cut for a sewe r outfall in Pompano
Beach. Lighty's study represented the
first confirmation of Raymond's specula
tion that the th i rd reef had been created
by el khorn coral (Acropora palmata) at a
lower sea level, although no trace of live
elkhorn coral exists today on the third
reef.

The information presented in the follow
ing article was obtained during monitoring
and reef damage surveys for beach res-
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toration projects in which offshore sedi
ments were utilized to renourish eroding
beaches. As a result of the engineering
studies of these sediments and surveys of
the reefs, one can on ly be di smayed to
discover their current state of crisis.

AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
OF THE REEFS
During the ice ages, large volumes of wa
ter were siphoned out of the sea to form
thick glaciers over the high latitude con
tinents, leaving the level of the sea con
siderably lower than it is today. Sub-ma
rine sea level features indicate that the
sea level has been as low as -400 feet
(Curray,1965).Apparently,conditions were
not favorable for coral reef growth during
this time because no remains of reefs
have been detected at those depths.

The original beaches were stranded
high above the water during the ice ages,
forming a series of inland beach ridges on
the exposed sea floor. Terrestial vegeta
tion 9 revv over the beach ridges and es
tablished r-oots in the sandy soil. Eventu
ally, the sand ridges became cemented
by acidic rain water and formed fossil
beaches by preserving their seaward
sloping strata, root casts, ridge profiles
and inlet gaps.

The most prominent ridge has been
named the Hillsboro Ridge because it is a
submerged extension of the coastal ridge
under Hillsboro Beach. Because the sea



level has risen since the last ice age, a
water-cut cl iff has formed at the seaward
edge of the Hillsboro Ridge, a half mile
offshore from Fort Lauderdale and Pom
pano Beach. Finally, these ice age beach
rock ridges have evolved into submerged,
reef-like ridges on which a coral cap has
grown.

The most prominent coral cap is the
marginal reef at the seaward edge of the
series of beach rock ridges, two-th irds of a
mile offshore, where a high profile spur
and-groove coral reef was built by elk
horn coral 2,500 years ago.

Seaward of the beachrock ridges and
the coral cap at the outer edge are true
coral reefs. These grew on shallow hard
grounds during low sea level positions be
tween 7,000 and 9,000 years ago (Lighty,
1977). Geologically speaking, they are not
al ive now, but neither are they old enough
to be classified as fossil reefs because
they are less than 10,000 years old.

At that time sea level was 80 feet lower
than at present and was rising (Blackwel
der,et al.,1979). During this time, a mas
sive barrier reef grew along the east
coast of Florida and extended as far
north as Cape Hatteras, North Carolina
(Macintyre and Milliman,1970).

This reef continued to grow rapidly un
til 4,500 years ago (Raymond,1978).Then,
it suddenly died and the sea level rose 45
feet to its present elevation.lt is not fully
understood why the growth of the reefs
did not keep pace wi th rising sea level.
Perhaps, at fi rst, the ri se was sudden,
submerging the reefs to depths below the
el khorn zone. Slower 9 r owi ng su rvivi ng
corals would not have been able to match
the subsequent ri se of the ocean to its
present level during the last 4,000 years
(Scholl and Stuiver, 1967).

Coral geologists do not agree on what
killed the reefs (Goldberg, 1979; Lighty,
and Macintyre, 1979; Braithvvaite, '1979).
Moreover, they do not even agree on the
date. Although some have reported a date
of 7,000 or 8,000 years ago (Lighty,1977;
Adey,et al.,1977), r ecerrt information sug
gests that the event may have occu rred
as recently as 4,500 years ago (Raymond,
1978). Evidence of the more recent reef
qr'owt h in other study areas may have
been erased by subsequent erosion of the
reef after its death. In any case, there is
mounting evidence that all the reefs in
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the West Indies were ki lied by some un
known catastrophe between 4,000 and
7,000 years ago (Braithwaite,1979).

Some geologists have cited a drop in
sea temperature as the reason (Vaughan,
19'16, 1918; Goldberg, 1979). Others have
suggested sedimentation and turbidity re
su Iti ng from the erosion of land sediments
as the sea level rose and flooded the
coastal areas (Adey, et al., 1977). Another
possible cause is the world wide flood,
recorded in historic literature (Genesis
6-8) .

Whatever the cause of death, the thi rd
reef was bui It by el khorn coral between I

4,000 and 9,000 years ago. Minor reef,
building star, starlet and brain corals con
tinue to populate the reef to this day but ~

have not added significantly to its struc
ture.

The second reef is actuaily composed of ,
three reefs, if one includes the most land
ward coral reef cap that Iies on the outer
edge of the beach ridge complex. Geologi
cally, this reef cap may be considered a
part of the first reef. Very little is known
about the midd Ie and outer second reefs,
primarily because they are mostly buried I

in sand. Two exploratory cores in the out- :
er second reef have penetrated only star
and brain corals to an 11~ foot depth.
Radiocarbon dates of these corals indicate
that this reef grew between 3,000 and
7, 000 years ago. Thus, it is contempora
neous to the third reef. The only informa
tion available about the middle second
reef is its subsurface profile defined in
geophysical exploration surveys of borrow
areas for beach renourishment materials.

As the sea level continued to rise, flood
ing the nearshore continental shelf, a reef
q r ew and flourished landward of the se
cond and third reefs, just seaward of a
prominent sub-marine cliff. This reef,
which may be considered part of the first
or second reefs, as noted before, grew
from about four to six feet high during
the last 4,000 years. There, a few survi
ving stands of elkhorn coral and pillar
coral exist even today.

ELKHORN CORAL
The third (outer) reef in Broward County
was bu iIt of el khorn coral (Acropora ~
mata), a rapidly growing reef building
coral which is common today in the Flori
da Keys and among the West Indies reefs.
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TOP: (fig.A) A s mall
t r ump e t fish hangs sus
p e n de d at the edge of a
cave in the c or a l cap
reef at - 22 ' o f f Ft.Ld.
Eroded clam-and-sponge
encrusted remains of elk 
h orn c or al are cl e a r l y
v i sible on the walls of
the cave. A f r a gme n t of
this coral was carbon-14
dated at 2500 B.C.
BOTTOM (fig.B) Ten
inch pillars on a large
pillar coral 3/4'5 of a
mile off Ft.Ld. The
long furry polyps have
retracted and show the
skeletal structure of the
live coral. Pillars grow
to be several feet in
height on reefs in the
Florida Keys. Stubby,
short pillars in Broward
County may be the re
sult of turbid water .
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In shallow depths and exposed to high
wave energy, this coral forms massive la
byrinthine barriers of sharp spi red
stems. These are oriented obliquely shore
ward and sometimes resemble a stack of
rifles pointed at a 45° angle on the sea
ward face of a reef. In depths of -15 to
-20 feet and in shallow protected areas, its
growth form is more of a broad-blade
moosehorn shape, sometimes resembling a
giant orange four leaf clover. EI khorn
coral does not grow well below -20 feet
and is ' rarely 'fou nd below -30 feet, ap
parently because of insufficient light at
those depths.

Elkhorn coral is probably the most im
portant coral in coral reefs. Wherever it
grows, reefs are considered "alive ." Its
prolific growth rate and regenerative ca
pability are factors which enable reefs to
grow in high energy environments. Slower
growing corals cannot keep pace with the
destructive forces at the reef front where
waves expend their force. Thus, the elk
horn coral serves as an energy absorbing
buttress and provides shelter for the star
and brain coral' heads. EI khorn coral grows
diagonally upward to the level of mean
sea level, exposing its branches out of
the water during low tide. During a ris
ing sea level, ' an elkhorn reef can grow
upward as fast as one inch per year.

BROWARD REEF ECOLOGY
Today, only a minimal number of isolated

individual stands of el khorn coral exist on
the reefs of Broward County. On the near
shore beachrock ridges, live corals cover
less than 5% of the surface area, the re
mainder is covered by fleshy algae, spon
ges and other simple life forms.

Soft corals occur in approximately equal
numbers to the hard corals (D. E. Britt
Assoc., Inc., 1981). Low profile,encrusting
forms dominate the coral species living on
the reefs. Coral species that form tall, I

columnar hemispherical or domed shapes I

in the Keys tend to develop encrusting or ,
massive ' shapes in Broward County until "
they grow to a height above bottom which ':
frees them from storm sedimentation. ,:

The Hillsboro Ridge forms a silt or sub- '.:
merged barrier, trapping nearshore sed- '~

iments that had been agitated by the .
storm waves. Cold water, which can be €

lethal to branching corals, also tends to '.:
get trapped behind this barrier. The :
branching staghorn coral (Acropora cer- '.:
vicornis) grows most prolifically on the '\
seaward face of this ridge at a depth of ~,
-20 feet. ~

Stony corals are best formulated on the :'1

fi rst coral reef, east of the ridge, two- '1

thirds of a mile offshore in -20 to -25 ,,'
foot depths. This is because of the reef's.'
shallow depth and high profile and the i
protection provided it by the Hilisboro i
Ridge between it and the shore.

The diversity of the coral species also !
reaches its peak on this reef. Of the 41 t:

I
- - ..I

CONTINENTAL SHELF EAST OF BAHIA MAR, Ft.LAUDERDALE

CO"Al "ElF.

HOLOCENE ;1

Acropora palmata'
9000-~500years' ago I,

<, :1

.... -SEA LEVEL

MEr..'

-WIlt

ECOHO

• Blachrock· .

ANASTASIA FORMATION

i '

(R ep rod uced by permission of D .E. Britt Associates, Inc .)
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species of scleractinian corals identified in 
Broward County, 33 of them are found on 
this reef. Some of the oldest and largest 
specimens are found here. For example, 
an eight foot long pi liar coral is alive and 
healthy two-thirds of a mile off Las Olas 
Boulevard, at a depth of -22 feet. 

Another reason for the successful 
growth of coral on this reef is the mor
phology of the reef itself. The reef fea
tures prominent ridges and surge chan
nels, four to six feet deep, in a typical 
spur-and-groove formation characteristic 
of shallow reefs in the Keys (Shinn,1963). 
These surge channels trap sand in their 
trenches and, thus, protect the corals on 
top of the ridges from storm sedimenta
tion. 

Similar features are found on the sea
ward flank of the third reef in water 
depths of -80 to -100 feet, where isolated 
steep sided coral knolls are separated by 
sand flats. The origin of the third reef 
knolls is unknown. However, of all the 

~ reefs·, many of these knolls presently are 
covered . with the highest percentage of 
live coral, more than 25% in some areas. 
Only 14 species of stony corals are found 
here, some of which are strictly deep wa
ter species. Others are widely diversified 
species, tolerant of such en vi ron mental 
stresses as low level I ight conditions, high 
turbidity, sedimentation and low tempera
tures. 

The octocoral community, that is, soft 
corals, sea whips, sea feathers and sea 
fans, is especially well . developed on the 
third reef. Large black branches, resem
bling black coral trees, are common on 
the deep reef knolls. 

In depths of -65 feet, the outer second 
s reef is most noted for its enormous barrel 
~ sponges (Xestospong i a muta). On the third 
reef, these sponges sometimes attain a size 
large enough to contain an upright man. 

' Coral development on the middle and 
outer third reefs is generally sparse al
though, in some areas, large brain corals 
(Colpophyllia natans) two to three feet in 
diameter are found on the outer second 
reef. It is interesting to note that these, 
as well as other large coral heads on the 
reefs, are found in clumps that are se
parated by relatively barren zones. Whe
ther this is the result of the selectivity 
of habitat or the chances of recruitment 
is unknown. 
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The most common coral on all the reefs / 
is the large star coral (Montestrea caver- I 

) . nosa . Varying in size from half inch ju- { 
veniles to mature specimens five feet in ' J 

diameter, these star coral are found local- l 
ly in depths ranging from -10 to -100 { 
feet. Its color varies from blues and ~~~ 
greens in shallow water to reds and blue-
greys in deep water. Generally, the polyps 
are the size of a fingernail, although a 
deep water variety forms polyps as large 
as a man's thumb. 

The abundance of this coral in south
east Florida is thought to be related to 
its sediment rejection capability, whereas · 
it is a minor species on West Indies coral 
reefs. Certainly, it must be exceptionally 
tolerant of en vi ron mental stresses. How
ever, large colonies of Montastrea cavern
osa have been found to be as susceptible 
to sediment damage from dredging as are 
other species. It may be that there are 
other factors, such as its ability to grow 
fast in low I ight conditions, that account 
for the local success of this coral. 

The sheet coral Agaricia lamarcki, found 
only in depths greater than -50 feet, is 
exceptionally vulnerable to sedimentation 
due to its small polyp size, (Marshall and 
Orr,1931), and its shape (Barnes, 1973). 
Sheet corals form large,overlapping plates 
and shingles on the sides of reefs in 
clear tropical waters (Wells, 1973). In Bra
ward's waters, these corals never quite ' 
get beyond the encrusting stage and fol
low the contours of the rock, rather th an 
shingle outward ·for more light. 

How do these corals sense that the 
shingle growth form makes them more vul
nerable to sedimentation? Does the slight 
irritation from periodic sedimentation keep 
them from venturing outward? Why does 
the common star coral (Montastrea annu
laris), the most common reef builder in 
the Keys (Hoffmeister and Multer, 1964) 
which forms massive columnar clumps in 
clear tropical water, tend to form platey 
shingles in the turbid waters of Broward 
County? These are questions for future 
studies to address . 

THE CORAL REEF CRISIS 
The general demise of the coral reefs in 
Broward County seems to be unrelated to 
man's activities, inasmuch as they have 
been declining for thousands of years. 
There is evidence, however, of heavy sed-



TOP: (fig.C) An over
turned large star coral, a 
sheared off barrel sponge 
base in foreground and 
broken sea whips bear 
mute evidence to anchor 
cable damage during a 
dredging project off Holly
wood. 
MIDDLE: (fig.D) A lobster 
beneath a small ledge in a 
honeycombed rock struc
ture on back side of the 
Hillsboro Ridge at -22'. 
Soft encrusting coral coats 
the edge of the ledge. 
Site, ~ mile east of NE 17 
Street, Fort Lauderdale. 
BOTTOM LEFT: (fig.E) 
This brain coral has been 
severely damaged by sedi
ment, locally a primary na
tural hazard to corals.Only 
the top portion remains 
alive. Measurements of its 
live surface indicate that it 
continues to shrink rather 
than regenerate. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: (fig.F) 
Algae matted sediment clots 
on the live surface of the 
star coral are caused by a 
dredging project.The coral 
polyps' attempt to remove 
the sediment rain, which 
originally was distributed 
uniformly, has resulted in 
a concentration of sediment 
on susceptible surface 
areas. 

-7-

I . 

I· 

~I 

: ~ 

.I 

' I 



iment damage to the reefs in the vicinity
of Port Everglades in Fort Lauderdale and
Dania, apparently related to previous har
bor dredging projects. The beach restor
ation pr-ojects of the 1970s have acceler
ated this decline.

Orie million cubic yards of sand have
been dredged in Pompano; 400,000 in Hal
landale; 1.1 million in Fort Lauderdale;
and, just recently, three million cubic
yards in Hollywood and Hallandale. Each
of the beaches built in these projects is
expected to last only 10 years. Thus, one
can expect to witness a repeat of this le
vel of dredging in the 1980s and in every
subsequent decade.

Can the reefs tolerate this continual
bombardment of unusual sedimentation?
Until recently, it appeared that they
could. In 1976 sediment damage from a
closely monitored dredging project was
minimal, despite the heavy amount of sed
imentation that fell on the reef. The ten
tative official posture was that, because
dredging only slightly injured the reefs

FOOTNOTES

and did not destroy them, it was there
fore assumed tolerable. That is, the reefs
would replenish themselves after dredging
projects had been terminated.

These two facts are known. Heavy en
vironmental stress is applied to our coral
reefs during dredging projects and the
reefs off Fort Lauderdale have continued
to decline since formal monitoring studies
began. Now, five years after dredging,
for reasons yet to be determined, those
reefs continue to decline rather than re
cover. Is this a result of the 1976 dredg
ing project? Could the 1979 Hollywood-Hal
landale project have affected Fort Lauder
dale's reefs so adversely?

Perhaps the cause is not even the
beach restoration project. Regardless, be
fore another dredging project is launched
caution should prevail until these matters
have been resolved. Hopefully, this trend
wi II be reversed before the reefs undergo
a total eco-collapse as the Hens & Chicken
Reef did in 1970 in Key Largo (Thomas,
1979) .
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[!J/toceediIJ"f/(} 0/a riouncil

:1feld with the

INT RODUCTIO N
In this council meeting the Semino les un
successfu lly p leaded to remain in south
Florida . Their descendants, two genera
tions late r , settled on or along New River .

Ca mp near Fort J u pite r, E. F. Feby . 24 . 1838.

t 12 o'c loc k m. the Ch iefs T oskeg ee

A and Ha lle k Hajo , accompan ied by a
bout th irty war r io rs ,and severa l wo

men and c h ildren , made their ap pea r a nce
in camp, to hold a Co uncil previous ly a
greed upon - After going through the cus
toms u sual on such occasions , such as
dancing , s ha ki ng hand s , &c, a sister of
Micanopy advan ced towa rds the Genera l,
and spo ke a few wo r d s, the su bstance of
which was that t hey h ad come in t o co n
c lu d e a firm peace , and to awa it here t he
deci s ion of the P r esident as t o t hei r re
mai nin g in t h e country - S he was fo llowed
b y a s is ter of Cloud, who expressed s imi
lar sentime nts. - th e women t h en retired ,
and the Ch ief s and warriors took their
seats in the Coun cil, which was attended
b y a ll the General , Fie ld , & Staf f Offi cers
of t h e Arm y p resent, and s uc h others as
we r e not on du t y .

T h e ta lk wa s co mmenced by Ha lle k Hajo,
who s t ated t hat t h ey had lon g despa ired
of ever havin g peace with t h e wh ite peo
p le , wh e n the Great S pi ri t, p it y ing their
co nd it ion , had induced the Genera l to s end
out a messenger to them with a white f lag
- t h is they g ladl y received ,and consented
to hold a con fe rence, whi ch they did som e
t wo wee ks ago - it wa s to fu lfil wh at th ey
had t here ag reed u pon, t hat t he y now
cam e in - th ey come of the same min ds now
as t h en . T hey p r ofessed great attachment
to t he lan d, poor as it was, whi ch had g i
ve n them b irth, an d ea rn est ly begg ed that
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they might s t il l b e pe r mitted to live on it 
t hey p ledged themselve s to keep withi n
the limit s ass igned them, and that they
would , on no account, com mit an y depre
dat ions on the property of the whi t e s 
they rep resented themselves as having
been very much harassed by this war ,
and said their only wish was to be again
at peace .

General Jesup comme n ced b y enu mera- ·
ti ng v a ri ous instan ce s of the ir bad faith
on forme r occasions, and particu larly at
Fort Mellon, where Mieanopy , wh o had co me
in consequence of a messenger wh ich he
had sent out to him, declared that he and
h is people were read y to f u lfil the t reaty
of Payne's Landing , as renewed at Fort
Dade - that he himself sent Toskegee to
b r ing hi s peop le in,but in place of com ing
in, t h ey had d isrega rded their prom ises
and dete r mined to fi gh t - t hat in obed ience
to t h e orders of the Pres iden t h e had put
hi s t roop s in motion -they fl ed befo re him,
and he ov e r too k them at t he Cyp ress be
low t his place. Had he wished t o destroy
them the pursu it wou ld have been contin 
ued ; but des irous of saving them,he sent
out a messenger and offered them peace 
t hey met h im with a flag , said they we r e
tired of the wa r i thet t hey had suffe r ed a
g reat dea l by it , and want ed peace ; b ut
that th ey d id no t wish to leav e the coun
t y - He informed t hem he h ad no authority
to per mit t hem to r emain i b ut t hat he
wo u ld recommend to the Pres ident to allow
t h em a small p iece of land , on cond ition
that t h ey should assemble in Camp within
ten d ays , with their wa r ri o r s , women , and
children, and await his dec is ion - to th is
they had agreed i but that in place of com
in g in at t h e e nd of t ha t t ime , a lt hough
fiftee n d ays h ad now e lapsed, but a sm a ll
po r t ion we r e y e t in . Havi ng t h u s deceived
him so f r eq uentl y, the General asked what
guarantee he could have that they were



not now deceiving hi m, or what re liance
he could place on their words, and he ob 
served that if they expected any favours
from the President, they must be prepared
to fulfil their own engagements. To this
they r epli ed that it was s till their deter
mina ti on to adhere to their engagements,
b u t that their people we re so much scat
tered , and their women and children had
gone so far in to the Swamps, it was impos
s ible to get them ou t as ear ly as they had
an t icipa t ed ; but that a ll we r e on their
way , and would soon be in.

The Genera l here asked if they fu lly
understood that had been said to them 
the principa l spea ker , Ha lle k Hajo ,assu red
hi m t h ey d id , that it h ad often been ta lked
over among themselves - t o satisfy himself,
however ,Genera l Jesup proceeded to reca
pitulate the principal points of the agree
ment entered in t o with them one of
t hese , vi z. - that their res id ing in the
Country depended upon the President's
approving of the General's recommendation
to that effect ; and that in case he should
not approve they were to emigrate peace 
f'u fly - Hal lek Hajo profes sed to have mis
understood , aff irm ing tha t th is had not
been expla ined to him - t h at he had not
heard this in the prev ious council - Lt .
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Co l . Gates , however , who was present a t
th is council ,being ca lled upon b y the Gen
e ral to s t a t e what had there taken place ,
declared that they were told by General
Jesup "that they must come in t e n days
with t he ir women and ch ildren - t h at he
would recommend to t he President to
grant them a portion of this country to
live in ; but that in case he did not agree
to do this , they were to emigrate to the
West." The h ead ch ie f , Toskegee ,sa id tha t
h is reco llections of the talk we r e precisely
similar to those of Lt .Col .Gates . The Gen 
era l then asked them distinctly , if in the
event of the President's not permitting
them to rema in in the co untry , they would
remove peacefull y , - Ha lle k Hajo answered
that he was not prepared to repl y to that
question - that he would have to consult
some others who were out. Toskegee said
they wou ld not f ight aga in . To g ive ti me
for fu rther cons u lta t ion,and in order that
the matter might be perfect ly understood
by a ll , t he General gave them two days to
de liberate upon it , when they are to come
in aga in , and announce their decision . At
3 o'c loc k P . M. th e Cou ncil ad journed.

W. G . Freeman
lieut.4th Arty .

Secretary of Council

digitstaff
Text Box

digitstaff
Text Box



FILIBUSTERING ABOARD
THE THREE fRIENDS

by Samue l Proct or

A n excerp t from :
"Mid A merica: A n Historical R eview,"Loyola University;

April 1956; Volume 38 ;
New Series, Volu me 27; N umber 2, pp 84 - 100

Samuel Proctor i s a distinguished professor of
hi story a t the Univer s i t y o f Fl orida,Gainesville .

E a r ly in t he d amp gray dawn of Feb - t ury revea led a new nationa l self-con
ruary 28, 1895, the n ewsboys in the sciousnes s stir ring excited ly in the heart,
United States shriliy announced that of the Ameri can peop le . The western f'ro n -

a r ev o lu t ion had b roken out in Cuba and t ier had disso lved ir r et ri ev ab ly into tho
readers were apprised of the fact t ha t past, at t h e same t ime tha t there was de'
s ti li another revolt aga inst the decaying v e lop in g a mighty in d u s t r ia l economy, s u p '
authority of royal Spain h ad begun. Span - plying vast power and wealth t o the coun
ish officia ls hast ily ass ured t he wor ld t hat try . The nation found that in a lmost a l
the inci d en t wa s unimpo rtant, while S pain ' s directions its boundary lines had reachec
min ister in Washington proclaimed the col- the oceans, but unfortunate ly, before it!
lap s e of the movement , annou ncing that enormous la nd hunger had been satis f ied
the insurrectionists were mere band its al- Politic ians, newspaper editors , businessmer
read y put to flight. [1] and p la in c itizens approached a new un-

Cubans in communities a lon g t he At la n - derstand ing of manifest destiny . That t hr
t ic coast and in Florida interpreted the American f lag should wave over ali th.
news different ly . Hoarse shouts of joy and lands from the icy wastes of the Arctic tc
ju b ila n t hosannas reverberated through the green jungles of Panama and even be-
the Cuban d istr icts. There was wild re- yond no longer seemed just a dream ,
joicing among the c igar workers in Tam- Ly ing almost within sight of the Flor id,
pals Ybo r City . Men and women poured Keys and occupying a strategic positior
in t o the streets, joyously sing ing nation- among the West Indian islands , Cuba , fo r
al istic songs ,amid cries of "V iva la Cuba" over a centu ry, had been an object of pe-
and t he fi r ing of p is t o ls and rif le s. That cu liar in t e r es t and co ncern to the Unitec
even ing over seven thousand peop le he ld States . J effe r son had coveted the isl and ,
a mass meeting in Tampa , listened to mar- and John Quincy Adams had predictec
t ia l speeches and generously contributed that the laws of po litical gravitation woulc
money and jewelry when a collection was inevita bly draw it int o the Americar
made. [2] Un ion . [3] Southern politicians before the

News t ha t the in d ep e nd e nce movement Civil War looked longingly at Cuba ir
h ad not co llapsed but was spread ing came t heir des ire t o increase the number 01
with dramatic suddenness. Amer ican news- slave states . Businessmen had stead ily in -
papers filled their front pages with start- creased t heir investments in the island sc
iin g headlines and deta iled stories of the that by the t ime of the ins urrection Arner-
fight ing . Wiliiam Randol ph Hearst and J o- icans owned over $50,000,000 worth 01
seph Pu litzer v ied with each other in de- property there , and commercia l t r an s ac -
t ailing the extent of atrocit ies and the t ions tota lled more than $100, 000 , 000 an -
horrors in flicted by the Span ish milita ry nuall y . [4]
upon the down -trodden Cuban peasants . Po litica l unrest at home and t he excel-
A new chapter in the history of t he Amer- lent economic oppor t u n it ie s wh ich t he
lean peop le was openi ng ; these events pre- United States s eemed to offer encouraged
sag ed ou r war wi th S p ain . large numbers of Cubans t o sett le in this

T h e last y ea rs of the n ineteenth cen - country during the n ineteenth century .
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Good s ized Cuban commun it ies grew up in
New York , Philadelph ia , Baltimore, New
Or leans , Jacksonville , Tampa and Key West .
Under s k illed pol itical leadersh ip these
Cubans organized themse lves into juntas,
a kind of political club , and many agreed
to contribute one-tenth or more of their
yearly earnings toward the Cuban cause.
In 1868 over one hundred forty juntas
we r e in cperation in the Western Hemis
phere and in Europe. [5] During the 1890s
sixty-one such clubs met regularly in Key
West and fifteen in Tampa. [6]

Directed by a remarkable New York Cu
ban, Jose Julian Mart i , the juntas had
been ' forged into a Revolutionary Party in
1891 with headquarters in New York. The
purpose of the Party was to evolve a sin
gle effective instrument for revolution; its
major projects were to whip up American
sympathy for the Cuban cause and to find
funds and the means of transporting arm
aments, medical supplies and equipment,
food , and patriots to the island. The New
York junta operated almost like a foreign
embassy . It received patriotic loans,bought
ships, planned and began military expe
ditions to be used against Spain , issued
bonds , and carried on offic ial correspon
dence. [7] It had over a million dollars in
its treasury in 1895. [8]

It is always difficult to sell a dream,
and so it was with Cuban independence.
When hostilities began the Revolutionary
government forba'de the natives to pro
duce anything of va lue for Spain , upon
pena lty of having their c rops burned and
their property destroyed. [9] Some few
sugar planters were exempt from these
harsh decrees prov ided they agreed to
pay in advance a tax of twenty to forty
cents per sack of their estimated harvest.
The junta treasury rece ived nearly a half
million dollars from t h is source. [10] Amer
icans contributed vary ing sums of money,
including Jose A . Huau of Jacksonville who
donated $150 ,000 to t he cause. [11] One
lady in Paris made an anonymous gift of
$120,000, [12] and the Cubans in that city
raised another $100 ,000. [13 ] But the needs
were great and the ju n t a treasury was
never able to meet all the demands that
were made upon it.

With money it was a relatively s imple
matter to purchase the necessary military
supplies in the United States. To transport
such material, however, was a problem
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f r a ug h t with a lmos t in s u r mo u ntabl e d iffi 
c u lties and hardsh ip , and, a s late r events
proved, g reat danger . With Spain and the
Un ited States at peace it wa s impossi bl e
to use r egul a r transport fac ilities. There
was no other choice but to engage Ameri
can s h ip ca p t a in s who would be willing to
r is k f ili b u s t e r ing expeditions, either a
board their own vessels or such vessels
leas ed or purchased for that purpose by
the junta.

Florida 's proximity to Cuba, her long
seacoast, and the ease with which a ves
sel could s lip out from anyone of a t hou 
sand Florida inlets, bays, and rivers, af
forded excellent facilities for filibuster
ing. The Florida Keys - numerous small,
wooded islands, sand bars, and rocks,
extending f inger-like into the Gulf of
Mexico lay about a hundred miles
north across the open sea from the is
lands of Cuba. Their narrow, crooked
channels running in t o innumerable sand
bars and treacherous, jagged reefs would
make it difficult for revenue cutters to
catch the small, swift filibustering vessels
carrying contraband.

Between 1895 and 1898 seventy-one fili
bustering expeditions prepared to use A
meri can ports as a base for their opera
tions. Although Spain had available in Cu
ba sixty-seven ships and an army of some
two hundred thousand men she was able
to stop only five of these illegal v oy ag e s .
[14] The American navy , coast guard ,
and r ev e n u e cutter serv ice prevented an
other thirty-three from safel y reaching
the isl a nd . [15] The Spaniards , no nethe
less , were b itterly unappreciat ive of these
efforts , and repeatedly charged, with a
con s id e r ab le measure of truth, that the
revolt had been carefully planned in the
Un ited States and that it was being kept
alive la r g e ly with Ameri can aid. [16]

It was la t e r revealed that Cuban hostili
ties had been timed to begin with the ar
rival of a fil ib u s t e ri ng expedition from
Fernandi na. [17] Two steam yachts , AMA
DIS and LAGONDA,and a smal l steamship,
BARACOA , had been chartered and loaded
with a huge quantity of military equip
ment. A number of patriots , including Mar
t i, we re scheduled to go aboard ju s t be
fore the v es s e ls sailed . A Spanish spy in
Fernand ina, susp ic ious of load ing activ
ities , alerted his embassy who in turn no
t ified the State Department. The suspected
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BOTTOM: Jose Marti, national hero
of Cuba, as he appeared in 1889,
(Courtesy of Dr . Blanca Gonzalez)

Till·: " r ll 'I ;: ;: FH I;:~ I 'S , "

F I' W tll ~.. 11:1 \ '. ' lllfn illl·l\ "'lPlJ
wor-hl -wirh- f"pu tal lll" 11 "1 1Ill' .. fh rt't
Frlt' 1I11"l" uu d lu-r darill ll l 'H lIl ll llllllh_r .

( 'llIJlu in.:'\ . 1:. Hrn wartl . r'Jwlolllll.

; lit til l' t rilll HIPl'I t , lolflllll ll'l lI'!'It l it HI'
('rMl li I hil l "'\'I 'r j ·ro ....l'd I Iii' ~ I . .Jnhn ~

I ha r. Til l' " T hn'I' 1<'rit·u d ...H Wa" !Ju ill
III .l :tj·k ..llI IVil h. Ill r!!!' yf'u r" aeo, uml

j tu -r IIIif''''' wen- draw n lJS ('a" t. Hrow-
l u n !. 'rill' nW Ilt>r~, Willi ('flu lll not li l"
l vl d e upon a 1111111"'. p UI HI' tlu- I'rivll t>l!I '
ut uuctton tl w I'l lrl·IIIlSt'r IIn)'l n;,: :f...u

: (or till' honor afu-r :llI l 'XI'it i ll~ N' r ll:"
, ~lt· # .

H t'T E'x Jll' ril' lIl' ('!'I ll'4a ll ulteged tl tl
hUHl t>ft·r .l·nrr.ylnJ( muu ttlo ue ' If war In
the hu-u rgeut IJr UlY III Cu ha. hn vs
been heralded nil OV N t he land, lind
Captnin B rowurd hU>I lu-r-n hl.forf.tlH'
eo u rts ('! lflrllf'll vlth vinl llll lll.( ue ut ral 
it)' law s, whit e the J..udlmr da ily j ou r
nal Mhave fn""ly MllHkl'lI of h hl hrave ry
in rUI1UIIl~ HII' ga un tlet of Kl'an i'lh
m an-of-war a nd lund iTlJ{ hi~ ce ruo in
tb e very teeth of tlu- ~panIlIrd !'! i 1'111 11
lilt' courts have never fou nd n witness
who eould l' o1'litln-!v s wear that th e
" Th rfo l' Prifond ,," nr- it!'! brave com
mender had ever ser-n t he r"l an d tlf
Cuba. 'f lit! Iact t ha t th l~ tntre pld
com mande r rlut:'~ not know what ft:lI.r
is , and that hi"! ruk lOlh Hrt!e ('raft ca n
sh ow a oleuu pair nf ht·t-Is In uuy 1tO " 
ernmeut Vl'fbWl eeu t ou t 10 wat c h

SIlERn'~' x. II, IIROIVAlW,
AmfHl!ot the oflklals o( Duval co u n

t) none Are more respected or hold
,a uy higher position in the esttmutlou
'of the people than Bherlfl':X. BvIlrow
ard. In the dlscbarge of his dut ies h e
te fearfese, quick to aet In case of an

f
rnergency and prompt and ettl elent

in all his bualneae with the courts.
He was born ill th is eonntv on HIe

lOth of Apr1J, l So'l7. Durtng hf",cllrlit'f
;y f"S fR h e followed the eee. and st eam
i hoatl n~, and has been U MnUoc before
the-mast, deck baud, nr em an, matt'
and master in numerous vessels.

f
(......

,

, -- - - - - .- .

- 13 -



filibusters were ca refu lly watched and
then on March 1, they were seized by
American revenue agents. [18] Marti, who
had been hiding in a J ac ks on v ille hotel ,
was wa rn ed of the seizure in time and he
r eturned to New York.

T he leade r s of the Cuban junta in Flor i
d a were J os e Dolores Poyo of Key West,
Fernan do Fiquerdo of Tampa and Jose A.
Huau an d h is nephew, Alphonso Fritot of
Jackson v ill e . [19] Huau was a cigar manu 
f actu r e r and operated a drug and cigar
s tore wh ich ser ved as a clea r ing hou s e of
most of the f ilib us t e ri ng exped itions . Al
phonso Fritot was t h e joi n t passenger and
f r ei g h t agen t fo r a ll ra ilroads running in
to J ac ksonv il le . [20 ] He was ab le, there
fore , to secu re private railroad cars and
even special trains which he used to a id
the C u ba n cause. On more than one occa 
s ion t h e private rai lroad ca r of J . R . Par
rott, one of Henry M. Flagler 's closest
business associates, was used to haul Cu 
ban r evol ut ion ists from one Florida port
to anothe r .

Of the severa l sh ips that were used fo r
f ilibustering none was so famous as the
THREE FRIENDS . The captain of the
steamer was the colo rfu l Napoleon Bona 
parte Broward who became gov erno r of
Florida in 1905 and whose libera lism and
progressivism helped to shape the co urse
of twenti eth century Florida politics . Na 
poleon Broward and two partners formed
a tugg ing compa ny in 1895 and drew up
pla n s to build a powerful seagoing tug to
be u sed pr incipally for towing and wrec k
in g a long the Flori da Keys and to carry
frei ght b e tw ee n J ac ksonvi lle, Miami and
Nassa u . [2 1 ] Cost ing $40 , 000 and named
THREE FRIENDS in honor of her t riple
own e rs h ip , [22 ] the v es s el was dubbed the
"fas t e s t t u g in the South . "[23] Con 
st r uct ion began February 2,1895 , just a
few weeks befo re hos t iliti es started in Cu
ba . It was th is revo lution wh ich was to
g ive t he T HREE F RI ENDS a nd her capta in
a n ati ona l r e p u t a ti on and a f ir m p lace in
t he h ea r t s and history books of Cubans.
And Broward's act ivities in turn were to
prov ide s ti ll another impo r t an t reason fo r
t he growing animosity between the Un ited
St at es and Spain.

Broward was a close personal fr iend of
Jose Huau an d duri ng the s ummer and fall
of 1895 , while the THREE FRI ENDS wa s
under cons truction Huau app r oac hed him
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about the possib lity of becoming a filibus 
ter. [24 ] The junta was wil ling to pay
Broward $10 ,000 plus all expenses, includ
ing the salary of the crew , to carry a car
go of munitions and other supp lies and to
t r a n s po r t some of the revolutionary lead
ers to Cuba. Broward and his assoc iates
realized that f ilibustering was extremely
dangerous and without question they had
read President C lev e la n d' s proclamation
wh ich promised arrest and prosecution for
an yone "acce ptin g or exerc is ing commis
sions for war like se r v ice aga inst Spain ,by
en listment or procur ing others to enlist
fo r s uch serv ice , or by augmenting the
fo r ce of an y sh ip of wa r engaged in such
service in a port of the Un ited States . "
[25] However , wi t h all these dangers,
Broward also kn ew that fil ib u s t e r ing was
a lucrative business . He gave serious con 
s ideration to the junta 's offers .

The THR EE FRIENDS , comp leted late in
December, 1895, sailed January 14 on her
maiden voyage to Nassau. She carried
flour and fert ilizer and was supposed to
pick up additional cargo at Miami. For
some reason the fre ight shipments at Mi
ami we re not ready and the vessel arrived
at Nas s au with only about half her capaci 
ty load. This first voyage was not finan
cially successfu l. To make matters worse,
when the vessel returned t o Jacksonville
certain expected towing and wrecking con -
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filibuster ing adventure. A fi sherman near
the bar at the t ime reported t hat the
was h f rom t h e ship was so v iolen t that it
threw a hal f dozen sma ll fi s hi ng boats u p
on t he ban k . When t he capt ain of t h e r e 
venue c utter late r q uest ioned ano ther fi s h 
erman he was to ld : "Some damned boat
passed here , throwing my boat up on the
pla tforrn: and if she ke pt on at the same
rate of speed she will now have r eached a
place too -- -- hot fo r you to catch her
in ."[31]

In t h e late after noon of t he secon d day
out of J acksonvi lle th e TH REE FR IENDS
entered Hawk Chan nel off Cape Florida
and s ig hted t he ST EPH EN R. MALLORY
anchored n ea r Elliot's Key. The ARDELL,
ca rrying si xty - five Cubans h ad not yet
hove into sight. Presumably it was en
route . On the chance that it was hidden
behi nd a reef ,small boats from the T HREE
FR IENDS and STEPHEN R. MALLOR Y
searched for th e ARDE LL throughout t h e
day a nd mos t of t he followi ng day. Then
jus t befor e sunset the lookout on t he
T HREE FRIEN DS spotted t h e ARDELL ap
p roaching from t h e sta rboard s ide .

Capta in Browa rd had plan ned t o load
t h e Cuban s aboard h is v e s se l, g r a p p le th e
STE PHEN R . MALLORY and mov e towa rd
th e Cu b a n coast t hat v e r y n ight. A r is ing
wind and a rou gh sea , however, interfered
with his p lans . Du r in g the n ig ht t he wea 
ther g ot wor s e , and by morn in g a gal e
t h r eat ene d . Meanwh ile t ime was running
out. Broward knew that the coa st g ua rd
had like ly sounded a general al arm an d
tha t S panish g unboats a nd Ame rican navy
and co ast g ua rd cruisers were combin g
t he area . It was p ro ba bl e al so t h at the
Cuba n lookouts on th e is la nd mig ht t h in k
t h at p lans had mis carried a nd fo r security
reasons co ul d have moved b ac k into th e
in t e r io r . To com plicate matters ev en more ,
Browa r d was apprised of the fact that the
capt a in of the STEPHEN R. MA LLORY wa s
c r it ic a lly ill and wa s urgently in n eed of
medi cal ai d . Broward instructed the eng i
nee r of t he vessel to p roceed t o Ind ian
Key, a nd there, p r ot ect ed somewhat from
t he r ough weather , he ordered he r cargo
aboa r d h is own ves sel. Cu ba ns and Amer 
ican s wor ked si d e by s id e a ll ni g ht to
comp le t e t h is pe ril ou s job . Just before
dawn t he las t packin g case was brought
along si de and th e ~T EP H E N R . MAL LORY
de pa rted fo r Ke y West. [32 ]

The THRE E FRIENDS , heav ily over 
loaded, was a lready f iv e days out of J ack
son vi lle. Broward, without further de lay ,
s t eamed a cou rse d ue so uth , headi ng past
Al liga to r Reef in t o the op en ocean. At ele 
v e n o'c loc k that morn in g sig hting Double
Headed Shot Key h e kn ew that Cuba was
only a few hours away . A heavy fog and
rain helped obscure the s mall tug as it
pl ied it s wa y t h rough t he mountainous
waves . Broward was fearful, however ,
that th is s ame co ver might ena bl e an
Amer ican patro l boat to come upon hi m
withou t warni ng, and h e ordered the Cu
bans to h ide as we ll as t h ey could be
t ween the packing cases .

Unable to f in d the sma ll s chooner nea r
Salt Key which usuall y escorted f ilib us 
ters to s ho r e , Broward set his cou r se for
the coast of Cuba near Varadero on t he
Peninsula de Icacos. Accord ing to a pre
arranged agreement , Santos , the Cuban
p ilot , was to take over at this po int and
stee r t h e vessel to its la nding p lace . Rain
h ad cut v is ib ility a lmost t o zero. Once the
THREE FRIE NDS accidenta lly moved so
c lose int o s ho r e t hat her bow wa s in t he
shallow brea kers wh e re the lead reg is 
tered on ly "twen t y - fou r feet. " Luckil y
for them the vesse l was not grounded and
befor e there wa s an y damag e t he p ilot
man e uve r ed her back in t o d eep water. [33]

Browa rd sen t a reconnaissance par t y, in 
c lu di n g Genera l Vasqu es ,C har le s Silva , and
f ive ot he r Cu ba ns, asho r e t o locate thei r
position defin itely . His order s were not
properly un derstood, and before t he scout
boat had r e t u r n ed, a ha lf dozen sma lle r
s urf boats , life boats and r aft s had been
load ed with packing cases and ten Cubans
each had been put over the s ide . Most of
t h ese were already in the surf close to
shore when the loo kout s report ed that the
T HR EE FRI ENDS wa s ancho red on ly a few
hundred y a rds from a S panish fort ; more 
over, the r e was a small g un boat in t h e
ar ea . T he pil ot obv ious ly ha d mis calcu la
t ed h is posit ion and wa s over t wo miles
from the proper land ing place .

Two of the small boats coming into
shore were s wam ped wit h wat e r whi le a
raft was wrecked on a coral r eef . Fearing
an attack from the fort, t he Cubans al
ready ashore tried to bury the munitions
in the soft beach sand. T hose s ti ll aboard
wond ered whethe r they shou ld go ashore,
but Broward kn ew t h at it woul d be irnpos -
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sl b !e to land t hem anyw here else wit hou t
being detected. He convi nced the Cubans
t h at even t houg h th ey might be out num
bered they had suffic ien t mi lit a ry equi p 
ment t o cap t u r e the fort. A few of t h e
Cu bans jumping ov erboard swam as ho r e ,
bu t t he r emain d e r were fe rr ied to land b y
the crew mem b e r s. J u s t as the c r ew began
rowing back to the TH REE FRIENDS
s ea rch lig ht s from the Spanish gunboat
beamed out ove r t he white beach , si lhou
e tting the wh o le scen e . Immed iat e ly Span
ish b ul lets r ico c heted along t he grou nd ;
gu ns f rom t he fort s t a r t ed firin g at the
T HREE FR I ENDS. Exp lod ing shells ove r 
tu r ned two of t h e r afts and one landed
c los e eno ug h t o t he s h ip to threaten t o
capsize it. Whining bu llets strafed the Cu 
bans o n t he beach , as they in turn fi red
on both the gunboat and t he fort. Br o 
wa r d , mean while , h ad noticed the lights
f rom anot he r Spa n ish gunboat off his port
bo w .

Determin ed t o get a ll of h is own men
back on bo ard , h e hois ted up the las t two
boats , ju s t as t he guns from t he second
Span ish ve s s e l opened f ire . The anchor
cab les were quickl y cu t and the THREE
FRIENDS moved out. The race was on.
Every c rew memb er knew the story of
Capta in Fry and his men on the ill -fated
f ilib u s ter V IRG INIUS . They recalled how
her men h ad been ex ecu t ed in Santiago ,
and they kn ew th a t a s imilar fate t h r eat 
ened if t h ey shau Id fa ll in to t he hand s of

Wey le r or his fo r ce s . [34]
T he THREE FR IENDS , traveling in a

no rth easter ly d irect ion , ran pa ra lle l to
the coast line ,holdi ng her cou r s e on the
ins id e r im of the bay. The Span ish v e s 
sel , fir ing wild ly , moved down upon t h e
fi lib us t e r, obviou sly pl anning to r am h e r.
Broward knew t h at if that happened h is
boat would sink , and wh at th e loss of life
would be he dared not predict.

On ly a fe w hundred y a r d s s e parat ed
the t wo boats whe n Broward remembered
the h uge p ile of f at p ine -wood knots and
t he larg e b arrel of greasy bacon r in d s on
dec k . He o r dered some of t he c r ew to jam
as many of the logs into t he wood-bu rn 
ing fur naces a s possibl e, whil e the others
set the bacon rinds afire . Within seconds
b lac k c lo ud s of smoke bloomed out a r ou nd
the vesse l. Aware of the favo r a b le wind
conditions , Broward put hi s wheel ha r d
astarboard , ch ang ed h is cours e s harp ly ,
and headed wes t. T he wind blew h eav y
s moke bac k in to t he bay. The S pani a r d
sa iled in t o t he bay, he s teamed out and
set a course for the open sea. In anothe r
moment , the THR EE FR IENDS was swal
lowed u p in darkness , rain and bacon
smoke . The f o llowin g mo r n in g he r c r ew
berthed her s af e ly in Key West har
bor . [35]

Detailed accounts of the dar ing voyage
filled newspaper s t hroughout t he cou ntry .
The Span ish s u p p lied mos t of t h e informa
tion , in ad v er t ently admitt ing their own
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ineptness . When q ue s tion ed Browa rd jov i
a l/y den ied knowing an yth ing about a ny
filibustering v oy age , as s ert ing that he had
been busy in so u t h Flo r ida al l the t ime on
a towing and salvag e co n t ract. Al l his
crew bac ked u p t h is s tory. Man y a n ews 
paper edi t o r , tong ue in che e k , p r in t ed
th is exp lana tion a s factua l . [36]

Not wit hstand ing t he S p an is h p r otes t s
and t he v ig ila nce of the Ame rican Nav y
and Coast Gu ard , the T HREE FRIENDS
mad e a total of e ig h t succes s ful filibus t e r 
ing tri ps to Cuba. In a n effort t o stop
such activities Pre s ident Cleveland , in Ju
ly, 1896 , is s u ed a second and even more
det e r mined proclamat ion, pointing out t h at
t h is country was neu t ral and warnin g th at
fili bu s ters wou ld be severel y dealt with.
In Cuba , Ge nera l Valeriano Wey le r y Nico
lau bitterly protested the f ilibusterin g
vo yages and ch a r g ed agai n that without
Amer ican a id, Cuba's insurrect ion wou ld
be ea s ily c ru s h ed . He an nounced that he
was offe ri n g a reward of twenty-five
t housand dollars for the capture of any
fi lib uste r ing v es s e l. [37] Captain Broward
and others like hi m no w had a price on
their head s.

The TH REE FR IENDS in cu r r ed her
greatest r isk on her la s t voy ag e. Because
of bu s in ess r ea son s Broward could not
co mma nd hi s t ug , an d Captain "Dynamite"
John n y O' Bri e n was placed in charge .
O' Br ie n had ea rned his colorful nickname
afte r h e had t r an s po rted some s ixty t on s
of d y namite from New Yo r k to Central
Ame r ica . Fo r s ome reason the carg o had
not b een pac ked t ig h tl y nor had its
woo den cases been t ied. Rough weat h e r
was exper ien ced throughout the voyage ,
and t he dynamite boxe s ke pt sh ifting from
one part of th e hold t o the other. To cli 
max the d ange r , "D y namite" s ai led through
a severe el ectrica l s to r m in the Ca r ibbean
without mishap.

Po r t offici al s in Jac ksonvi lle a nd the
Span is h detectives were constant ly s u s p i
c io u s of the T HREE FRIE NDS ' activiti es.
Almos t every time her en gi n e s were
steamed u p th ey su s pec t ed pre parations
for a noth e r f ilibu s t e r in g voyage. Bro
ward, however , worked out a cleve r p lan
t o d iv e r t s uspic ion f r om h is s teamer . Late
on a r a in y afte rnoo n, Dec emb er 13 , 1896 ,
a wat c hman ce remoni ou s ly pl aced a large
si g n read in g " Posit iv e ly No Ad mit t ance "
nea r t he gangp lank of th e COMMODO RE,

anoth e r well -known fil ibuste ring v es s e l.
T here s eemed to be a b uzz of activity on
board the COMMODORE, as thoug h some
t h ing were a bo ut to ha pp en. Ea r lie r in t h e
day, two freig h t ca r s, loaded with wooden
cases, wh ich the S pan is h spies we r e cer 
t ai n contain ed g uns, h ad been moved to
the railroad t racks n ear t he COMMO
DORE'S doc k. The fac t tha t a Philadelphia

• news p ap e r a few days b efore had re po r t ed
t h e rumor that a new arm s shi pment was
en ro ute to J ac ks onv ille gav e credence to
t he suspicions of the S pani sh .

T h at e ven ing wh en the r eg ul ar train
from Tamp a arr ived, seventy -two Cubans
got off. They s a id t hat th ey were cig ar
wor ke r s ,en r ou t e t o T homa sville, Georgi a,
but they mad e a point of a skin g the
wh e r ea bout s of t he COMMODORE befo r e
dispers ing into the bars along t he wa te r
f ront. Suspic ion wa s now completel y di
verted from the THREE FRIENDS whi le
the wat ch on the COMMODORE was r e 
doubled . The THREE FRIENDS,under the
command of O'Brien ; q uitely cleared port
and sai led up the coast to Fernandina.

Broward was a lr eady in Fernand ina ; in
fact , he wa s playing poker wit h George L.
Baltzell, the collecto r of the port, when
the THREE FRIENDS came in t o harbor.
Bal tzell often had boasted that no fi lib u s 
tering exp edi t ion had sai led from Fernan
d ina s ince he was appointed collector ; he
wa s determined to ferret out any p lans
fo r s uc h ille g a l operations . Knowing about
t he act iv it ie s that we re going on at that
v ery moment , Broward undoubted ly h ad
to keep a v ery good " poke r face ." [39 ]

In Jacksonville , mean wh ile, the Cuban
"cigar workers" had quietly assemb led at
a prearranged spot, purportedl y to board
the trai n fo r Georg ia . The ca r in which
t hey we r e r id ing , however, was swi t ch ed
under Fritot 's orders t o Yul ee , Flor ida ,
jus t north of J ac ksonvill e . There on a si 
d ing were two f r ei g h t ca rs loaded wit h a
tho u s a nd rifl es, a Hotch kis s g u n, f ive hu n
d red thousand ca rtr idges, and a la r g e
s t o r e of d ynamite and small arms. [40]
After the te legraph wir es to J acksonvill e
we r e cu t , the t wo ca r s we r e h it ch ed t o t he
s p ecia l train that moved on to Ferna nd ina .
It was parked on a tres t le t o wh ich t he
T HREE FRIENDS wa s moored and , without
f u r t h e r d e lay the cargo ~· f "cond ensed
milk," "codfish, " "brea kfa s t baco n ," an d
" prime lard , " was t r-ansfe r r -cd to t he tug .
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[41] Ra lp h D. Pa ine , the n ews pa pe r cor
responden t who wa s cov e ri ng the Cu ban
revo lt fo r th e NEW YO RK AM ERICAN came
aboard with the other "passenge r s." T h e
THREE FRI ENDS promptly put out to sea.
Paine , a t the t ime , was carrying the gem
encrusted, two thousand doll ar sword t h at
William Randol ph Hears t was send ing to
General Maximo Gomez on beha lf of the
Ame r ica n peopl e . [42]

The J ac kso nvill e port offici als began to
won d e r if t h ey had been hoodwinked when
morn ing r ev eal ed th at the COMMODORE
had not moved . A qu ick check on t h e
wh e r eabou t s of t h e THR EE FR IENDS con 
f irmed t heir s usp ic ions that another fili 
b uste r ing v oy ag e h ad started . The n ews
was telegraphed to Wash ington, after t he
wires had been repaired, and orders we re
tra nsmi tted to the NEWARK, RALE IGH,
McLAN E, WINON A , a nd FO RWAR D and all
oth e r cruisers and pat ro l bo ats in so u th 
ern wa ters to be on th e loo kou t for t he
THREE FRI ENDS .

The f ilibus t ering steamer experienced
rough weath er en r ou t e t o Cu ba. A t hi c k ,
gray fog blanketed th e s ea , which wa s
fort unate for the adve n t u r e r s since it
he lp ed h ide them f r om t he NEWAR K and
RA LEIGH wh ich they had s ig h t ed nea r th e
Key s . Two Coas t Gua r d pat rol boats were
e luded just ea st of Key West. On the
mor n ing of December 19th, the THREE
FR IENDS was some fi ft een miles off t h e
coast of Cienfu eg os , C u ba, wh e re it lay
offs hore unt il ear ly even ing . When it was
dark enough Captain O' Bri en man eu ve r ed
t he tug closer to t he is lan d so that he
cou ld d etect t he si g n a l that he wa s
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watching for . When a lig ht on s hor e
win ked off and o n t wice , O' Br ien maneu 
v ered c lose r to the beach whe r e t he s up 
pl ies were to be unload ed. Th e fog ha d
lift ed som ewhat , whi ch increased th e d an
gers of det ec t ion , but since the ra in was
fa llin g O' Br ien counted on t hat to he lp
muff le the sou nds of un loa ding . Jus t t hen
a S panish pat rol boat was sighted, showin g
no lights , about two miles from shore.
O'Brien promptl y reversed his co urse and
head ed fo r open water . The p atro l bo at
ga ined co ns id erab ly on the THR EE
FR IENDS, u n t il on ly a mile of water sepa 
rated the two v es s e ls. Then the Span ia rds
began fi ri n g on e pou nd shell s . The fi r s t
shots fell short but th e Sp an ia r ds ' a im
threatened to imp r ov e momentarily. At the
same t ime two other Spanish boa t s were
s ighted , eas t and west , moving in to po s i 
tion to h ead off t he little t ug .

The r e was a twelve po u nd Hotchkiss
gun on t h e bow of t h e T HREE FR IENDS
an d O' Br ie n ord ered it loaded and fi r ed .
In ord e r t o bring th e g un t o b ea r u po n
th e Spanis h g u n boa t ,the THRE E FRIE NDS
had t o swi n g aro un d three o r fou r poi nts ,
ex posi n g he r b roadsi d e an d t h us giv in g
t h e Span iard s a better t arget. T he f irst
s ho t fi z z led, the next lan d ed in t he wa t e r ,
b ut the th ird shot h it t he S pan ish bo at
wit h a lo ud ex plos ion . A d irec t h it ! The
p ilot ho u s e wa s to rn aw ay a nd t he boa t 's
s teer ing gear was b ad ly damag ed. f 44] In
the e xc itement an o ld army s ergeant a 
boa rd rammed t he mouthpiece of a b ugle
into t h e muzz le of his S pringfield and
b lew " Boots and Saddl es " t hrough the
breech. Th is bug le ca ll probab ly sta rt led
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the Spanish on the damaged gunboat al
most as much as the shells from the
Hotchkis s . The d isabled v es s e l sent up
flares, and the other two Spanish v e s s e ls
came to her aid, which gave the f ili b u s t e r
her chance to make a dash for th e safety
of the Florida reefs . [45]

This adventure caused a sensation in
the newspape rs . A point was made of the
exch an g e of s hells b etween the two ves
sels, in view of wh ich this in c id en t has
sometimes b een cal led "Cuba's f irs t nava l
battle ." [46] From a filibuste ring point of
v iew, however , it was a fa ilure since the
munitions an d Cubans we r e stil l aboa rd
t he T HREE FRIENDS. With f ive Un ited
Stat es cutters and the Spanish fleet pa 
trollin g the waters it would be impossible
to return immedi ate ly to Cub a an d it was
extremely hazardous to keep such a cargo
aboard.

"D ynamite" O'B rien decided to land his
cargo without further de lay on a deserted
reef , app ropriately called No Name Key .
The THREE FR IENDS then we nt on to Key
West, traveling by a c ircuitous route , re 
turned to Jacksonville with in a few days ,
whe r e he took command of the DAUNT
LESS, another filibustering tug owned by
the Cuban junta . [47] He sailed it out of
t he St. Johns River , announcing that he
was going south to Biscayne Bay on a sal
v ag e contract. Since the DAUNTLESS car
ried no cargo, suspi c ions were not a
roused . O'Brien proceeded d irectly to No
Name Key to take a boa r d the Cuban s an d
t h e mun it ions .

Loading began New Yea r ' s morn in g , but
was sudden ly interrupted b y t he app roach
of a vessel that c losely r e s emb led an
American torpedo boat . The small boa ts
that had been used t o carry t he ca r go to
the DAUNTLESS qu ickl y put b ack to
shore. The Cubans hid in the u n d e r b rush
as best they could . As it t urn ed out th is
wa s no go vernment v es s e l , b ut a s ma ll
di spatch boat, the VAMOOSE , own ed by
Will iam Randolph Hearst. Aboa rd was Ra lph
Pa ine , still carrying the sword , and a Cu 
ban named Carbo . Loadi n g resumed lat e
th a t afternoon ,and by the fol lowi ng morn
in g the DAUNTLESS was en r oute to Cu 
ba. On t he afte r noon of Jan u a ry 3, O' Bri 
en steamed h is vessel in to Corr ie n t es
Bay, a t t h e extreme west e nd of Cuba .
[48] Then the ex citement started all over
again .
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According to O' Brien 's own description,
the un loading was

more Iike a Fourth of July celebrat ion
than the secretive land ing of a filibus
t ering expedition . As we came to an
anchor, I in t en d ed to give one short
b last of the whistle to summon some
of Maceo's troops , who we thought
were waiting fo r us near the cape;
b u t something went wrong with the
s iren , and it boomed its loudest for a
f ul l f ive minutes before we co uld sh ut
it off. The DAUNTLESS had a si r en
that would have done credit to an
ocean liner , and if there we r e any
S p an is h troops or a gunboat within
ten miles of us th ey ought to have
heard it. Our nerves had h ard ly re
covered from this shock wh en a care
less Cuba n dropped a box of d y n amit e
on a co r a l reef and it exploded with a
roar that started the echoes to going
again . Fortunate ly, the man with the
slippery fingers was far enoug h aw ay
from the rest of the pa rty so t hat no
one else was killed . [49]

Filibustering ves sels like the THREE
FR IENDS and the DAUNTLESS were con
stantly in trouble with the United States
government. There were frequent attempts
t o libe l and confiscate the vesse ls by
proving that their owners and captains
had vi o la t ed Amer ican la w. It was difficult
t o sec u re a con v ic t ion, however, because
witness es were reluctant to testify . For
in s tance in September, 1896 , the THREE
FR IENDS wa s lib el ed in the Un ited States
Co u rt, South e r n District of Florida. At
th e hearing c r ew members were asked if
th e boat had ever been to sea. To a man
they testified that it had not "wh ile they
we r e awake, and they could not account
for t he boat's actions while they slept."
Wh en one sailor was asked why he
thought the THREE FRIENDS need ed such
a larg e crew, he suggested that a good 
s ized c r ew "was needed to match the reso·
nant strength of the sh ip 's horn ."

At another h earing a crew member was
asked if any passengers had been t a ken
aboard the THRE E FRIENDS . He said that
he did not know, b ut that he "might have
been as leep ." He did not know who had
employed him, th at he "just went aboard
when he h eard the steamer was going t o
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Miam i to ra ise a wreck , II and t h at the
T HREE FR IENDS sail ed before he cou ld
get off . He f urther t e stif ied t ha t he d id
no t see any wr ec k , and d id not know of
an y effort to ra ise a wreck, a lthough he
could have been asleep . Fu r t h e rmo r e he
did not know of any passengers com ing
aboa r d a t Miami , b ut h e might have been
s leep ing , and t he s ame was t rue if p as 
s enge r s came aboa r d an yw he r e e lse. He
admitted th at he Ii ke d to s lee p , but s lum
be r s eemed a pred ile c t ion of all the c r ew
members , inc lu d in g t h e captain . [50]

T he h ighly co lo r f u l career of the
THREE FRIE NDS as a f ilib u s t e r ing
steame r e nd ed in J an ua ry, 1897 . The sur
v eill ance of t h e Un ited St ates nav y a nd
coas t g u a r d, and t h e watc hful eye of the
port off ic ia ls prev e nted her f rom making
any fur th er voy ag e s . Capta in Browa rd
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Inland Routes from Fort Jupiter
to

Fort Dallas via Fort Lauderdale:
The Eco logy, Topography and Ma inland Travel

In

Southeast Florida 140 Ye ars Ago

An e xcerpt from : "Memo i r of a Mi l i ta ry Map of the Peni ns ul a
of Fl or ida , Sout h of Tampa Bay , " compiled by Li e ut . J . C. I ves ,
Topologi c al En gineer s , b y order of t he Hon . Je f fe r s on Davis ,
S e c r eta r y o f War , Apri l 1 8 56 . War De partme n t .

INT RODUCT ION
Lieutenant J. C . Ives , U .S . Topographical
Engineers , compiled this MEMO IR in 1856
to supplement a ma p of south Florida for
the military fo r ces under th e direct ion of
Secreta r y of Wa r J effe r so n Davis . Both t he
MEMOIR and map were compiled from in 
form ati o n derived f rom milita ry correspon 
den ce and other ma ps da ting f ro m 1838 .
The MEMOI R and map were crea t ed t o pro
vi d e assistance to mi lit a ry forces t h at, in
1856, were engaged against t h e In d ia n s in
t he T hird Seminole War.

Iv e s secured much of t he data f r om re
ports that originated wit h Arm y Capta in
R.D .A . Wade , command ing of fi ce r of Fort
Lauderdale in la t e 1841. From Novembe r 5
to t h e 11th , Wad e led a military ex p ed i
t ion t o and f rom Fo r t Laude r d a le to La ke
Worth . T h is was t he mos t successf u l fora y
again s t t h e In d ia ns in the Second Semi
nole War in southeast Flo r ida ; Wade ' s expe
d iti on killed 8 and captured 49 Semino les .

The MEMOIR is t h e earliest un if ie d des 
cr ip t io n of the coasta l topograph y of
south east Flor ida .

INLAND ROUT ES FR OM FORT
JU PI T ER TO FORT LAUDERDAL E

OLD FORT JUPITER s tan ds upon t he
southern s ho r e of J u p it e r River , about
th r ee miles f r om the b ar at the mouth of
the In let. It is upon the weste r n point ,
formed by t he junction of J u pi t er Rive r
and JO NES' S CR EEK, a stream that r is es
t h r ee o r fo u r miles t o t he sou th. T he lan d
in the immedi a t e v ic in ity is g r own up with
t h ic k s c r ub , an d is bare of ti mbe r . The
b ack co untry is a h ig h p ine r egi on,

through which t he o ld . r oad to Fort V on
Swearingen may s t ill be distinctly t r aced .
Ha lf a mile distant from t he o ld Fort , u pon
the eastern point made by th e creek a nd
ri ver ,is the new post , now called Fort Ju 
pite r . Here the p ine land is still more ele
v a t ed , a nd continues so for fi ve miles
back ; t he t imber comin g do wn to the wa 
t e r' s edge, and the wate r it s el f being of
sufficient depth for small boats, close in
to the shore . Abundance of wood , su itab le
fo r bu ild ing purposes,can be conveniently
obtained. The soil is fertile . There is an
exce llent a ncho rage, and a good place fo r
load in g and unloading boats, making t he
site of the present Fo r t preferable to that
of the old one , or an y other locat ion in
t he v ic in ity .

Obj ection s ex ist to it now as a milita ry
posit ion , from the f act t hat the In let is
c losed , an d the post rendered in acces s
ible , f r om the sea , to the smallest coas t ing
v e s s el s . The closing of the iniet causes
the loca lit y - at ot he r times s a lub rious 
to be an unhealthy one; the water on the
ins ide of the ba r then becomi ng f r es h ,
a nd ind u ci ng a r ap id growth of vegetable
mat t er, wh ich , decay ing , ta ints the at 
mos p h e r e and e ngenders d isease . T he a l
t ernat e open ing and closing of th is in let
is somewha t remarkable . Between the years
1840 and 1844 ,it was closed . At the latte r
period , Capt. Davis , the mail carrie r from
Fort Capron t o Ca pe Flo r id a , end ea vo r ed ,
with a pa rty of fo u r men , t o ex cavat e a
ch an ne l . After digg ing for severa l hours ,
they succeeded by n ightfall in startin g
ou t wa r d a stream of water four inch es in
depth . Upon this they d es is t ed from labo r
and wen t to their camp, which was some
f ifty feet from the d it ch . The river in s id e



was unusually high , from a freshet in the
everglades , and a strong north wind was
blowing . At n ight, the sleeping party were
awa kened by a f lood of wat e r , and had to
abandon thei r camp equ ipage and run for
their lives , bare ly escaping being carried
out to sea . T he next day there was a
ch an n e l nearl y a quarter of a mile wide,
and t he rush of water could be traced far
out u po n the ocean .

The inl et sta yed open ti ll 1847, when it
c losed till 1853 , during which year it o
pened itself , but remained in that condi
tion only a s hort time . In 1855 , Maj. Has
kin , First Art illery, in command of the
post, endeavored again to clear the chan
nel . Sand hills of considerable size , which
had accumulated , were cut through, and
the attempt would doubtless have been
successful but for the low cond ition of
the water d ur ing that unusually dry
year . A smal l amount of labor expended
under favorable circumstances would, in
all probability , effectuall y open this in let,
an d render the harbor one of the best
upon the eastern coast. At times it has
admitted vessels drawing eight feet, and
the entrance is p rotected from north
win d s b y a ledge of rocks .

TWO INLAN D WATER ROUTES have
been exp lored , between Forts Jupiter and
Lauderdale ;one , very near t h e coast ,and
the other , some mi les towards the in t e r io r .
These were traversed , during t h e month
of December, 1841 , b y Capt. Wade, wit h a
comman d of e ighty men . Both of t he routes
leav e J upiter Rive r b y LAK E WORTH
C REEK, the mouth of whi ch is a mile and
a half below th e post. T hi s stream , like
most of the r ivers in Florida , is exceed
ingly c roo ked , and , where it empties in to
Jupiter r iver , is on e hundred y a r d s wide ,
and several feet in depth. It runs almost
due north , with a strong current. Pine
barren lin es ei ther bank fo r five miles,
when on the east s ide a growth of s aw
grass commences, extend ing to the sea
shore , whi ch is about two miles d istant.
On the west the pine barren continues,
but recedes a q uarter of a mile back from
the creek, which , at th is place , is onl y
fo r ty feet wid e . T wo mi le s higher up , the
two routes to Fort Lauderdale di verge.
The stream being no longer n avigab le 
except at ve ry hi g h water , when there is
sometimes a practicable ch annel as far as
Lake Worth - it is necessary, in following

-24-

t he COAST ROUTE , to pull the boats
three-quarters of a mile in a southeast
erly di rection, through a sawgrass pond,
to a haulover ,four hundred y ard s ac ross ,
which leads to the head of the lake . Over
this hau lover , Capta in Wade's command,
with seventeen canoes, was t hree hours
in pass ing.

LAKE WORTH is a pretty sheet of wa 
ter , about twenty miles long and three
quarters of a mile in width ; bounded on
the west by pine barren, and the east by
the sand hills of the beach, which are
sometimes twelve or fifteen feet in height,
and covered with cabbage trees,wild figs,
mangroves, saw palmettos, &c., with here
and there a variety of the cactus . In the
centre of the lake, a mile and a ha lf from
the head , is an island bearing a tree re
sembling the wild fig in appearance , with
a fruit like the olive in shape and s ize,of
a yellow color when r ipe, and used b y
the Ind ians as food. A delicate running
v ine is also here found , yie lding a v eg e 
table about three quarters of an in ch
long, with a flavour similar to that of the
cu cumber. Opposite to the middle of the
is la nd is a haulover , onl y eighty y a r d s a
cross , d escending t welve feet to the sea ,
at an angle of forty -five degrees. T wo
miles and a half beyond is another hau l
over,one hundred yards in width. Bel ow,
along the eastern border of the Lake , are
long strips of cultivable ground about two
hundred ya r d s wide , separated from t he
beach b y ponds and wet pra irie . T hese
were formerl y tilled b y the Ind ia ns, who
h ad la r g e vi llag es in the neighborhood .
The so il is light , but very r ic h , being
almost entirel y vegetable mould . Roc k oc
cas ionall y makes it s appearance on t he
surface , and heaps of sea shells a re
strewn here and there. The country on
the west side wou ld afford fine g razi ng .
Six miles from the last haulover, on the
we s t s ide of the Lake , is Chach i's la nding .
A broad trai l, half a mile in length, for 
merl y led f r om this place over a spruce
sc rub towards the villages of the Indians
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whose g ardens we re upon the oppos ite
side of Lake Wo r th, wh ic h t hey reached
by haul ing their ca noes over the trail .
The last fields were f ive miles f rom the
foot of the La ke. A s ma ll c r eek fo rm s th e
outl et at the south ern po int ; along which,
at ord ina r y stages of the wat er, boats can
be paddled for o n ly a quarter of a mile .
They can then be pushed a lon g th e creek
to it s h ead, h alf a mi Ie beyond , wh e r e com
mences a s aw g r ass marsh throu gh whi ch
t hey have to be hauled. Half a mile of
hau ling brings to a s ma ll c lu mp of palmet
tos t hat can be s een fo r some miles and
serves fo r a lan d mark . An othe r mile
t h roug h t h e sawgrass conducts to a la 
goon along wh ich boats may be paddled
for a third of a mi le ;th e lagoon wid eni ng
in t o a little pon d that is on ly a hund r ed
and fi fty y a r d s d is tant f rom the sea . The
grou nd r is es ab r uptl y t welve or f ifteeen
fee t and then descends r a pid ly to th e
su r f. Under t he mou ld which is but a f ew
inch es d eep, the r e is rock , th r ee o r four
feet t h ic k ; in one p lace ruptured , -fo r min g
a cave of twenty feet front , and extend ing
bac k fi f t een fee t; the bottom covered with
water . Pa lmettos of eno r mou s s ize and
Spani sh bayonets grow in t h e vici nity .
Nea r b y is an o ld haulover , used by the
India ns in moving from La ke Worth t o
gather KOONT EE wh ich grows in ab un
dance on the p in e ba rren t o th e west. A
na rrow s lu g g is h sort of cree k , f iv e fe e t
deep , ex tends from t h e pond fo r a q ua r t e r
of a mile, ove r wh ich dis tance canoes may
be p u s hed . Mor e than a mile of sawgrass
ma r s h is then to be traversed b efo r e
reach ing the LITT LE HILLSB OR O.

T h e head of thi s creek is v e ry na r row:
wide eno ug h to a llow a canoe to lie in it,
but not to be tu r ned a r ou nd . T he ba n ks
a r e e ighteen inche s h igh , fo rmed of sn a il
shell s and black mou ld. The pra irie is
t h r ee quarters of a mile wide and covered
wit h thick g ras s . Canoes have to b e
pu shed alon g for a mile and a qua rter ,
when the stream becomes suff ic ien t ly wide
to admit of paddl ing . A q ua rte r of a mile
bel ow is ORANG E GRO VE HAULOV ER . A
s mall mo un d ma r ks t he s po t, and amo ng
th e trees t ha t grow in the neighborhood
a re a f ew wild o ra n g e s wh ich g ive th e
pl ace its n ame . T h e d istance to th e sea is
about three h u n d r ed y a r d s. It r eq ui red
fiv e d ays of ha rd labo r fo r t h e eighty
men in Capt. Wade ' s command to hau l their
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s event een cano es f rom the foot of Lake
Worth to Or a n g e Grove Hau lover ; t he
who le distance being but s ix miles. Twenty
men were needed , in some places , to pull
a si ng le canoe . In t he s awg rass ma r she s
th ey woul d s in k in to the so ft mud a foot
deep a t every step , and som eti mes up to
t h e ir middles ; the matted grass interpos
ing an ad di t ion al and even mo r e trouble
some obs t acl e to t h e ir p rog ress .

Fo r t wo mi le s from the ha u lover the
Little Hillsboro wi nds th roug h the pra irie ;
t he width of the stream in c reasi ng g ra
d uall y from s even t o fift y feet. To the
east g r ow pa lmettos, mang roves and wild
f ig s , and [to ] the wes t there is a pine
barren, wi t h palmettos and occasional
th icket s.A belt of mang roves ,one hu nd r ed
f eet b road , wi th open ing s to the p ine cou n 
t r y be h ind, th en ski rts the west e r n bank
fo r f ive miles. The ri ver opens tw ice into
small la kes, and increases in width to one
h un d r ed feet ,when it join s BOCA RAT ON
ES .

Th is s hee t of wat er is a mile and a hal f
wide and three quarters of a mile long .
Th e s and b an k whi c h sepa rates it f ro m
the s ea is j in on e p lace , onl y a hundred
y a r d s wide . He r e t h e r e was once an inlet.
The timbers of a ship lie buried in what
was fo r mer ly t he ch annel. It is sa id by the
Indians t h at man y years ago a wrecked
vesse l d ri ft ed on to th e ba r, and,being
left t h e r e by the reced ing t ide , fo rmed a
nuc le us a bo u t wh ich the s and co llected
and closed t h e mouth of th e r iv e r .

T h e cree k that forms th e southern out 
let f rom Boca Ratones is t wen ty fee t
wide ; ma n g r oves growing along t he banks ,
whose pend ant roots obstru ct , t o so me ex
t ent , th e pa ssag e of boats ; wh ich, as t he
c reek narrow s , hav e t o be fi nally hauled
fo r a d is tance of two and a half miles a
lon g a s mall and ve ry croo ked channel.
This con ducts to the north b r anch of th e
HI LLSB OR O , a s t ream f if t y fe et broad ,
lined wit h man g r oves, and inc r eas ing in
s ize to its mouth , fi ve miles di stant , where
it is about a quarter of a mile in wid t h .

Hills bo ro In le t r uns sou t h for a mile;
leav ing a r id g e of sand , t h r ee hundred
feet wide , between it and the Ocean. It
nar rows v e ry much towards the entrance ,
affo rd in g a passage fo r row-boats on ly .
The depth of wa t e r on the bar at low t ide
is abou t two f eet. Five hundred yards
f rom the bar the river can generall y be



forded ; t he wat e r be in g t h r ee feet in
depth . A th ird of a mile f r om t he mouth a
sma ll cree k come s in from the south. For
near ly h a lf a mile it s s id e s are lined wit h
mangrov es ; th e s t r eam gradually narrow 
ing f ro m t hi r ty to t we nt y feet, a nd r u n 
ning betwee n b an ks two feet in hei g ht. A
miIe an d a ha lf beyond is the head, an d
here it is so na r row as scarcely to affo r d
room for the passag e of a canoe. A gras s y
p rairie,a mile wid e an d two miles and ha lf
long , somet imes d r y and sometimes wit h a
fe w in ch es of wate r u pon it, leads to the
head of anothe r sm a ll c r ee k . Pine bar r en
still con t in u es upon th e wes t e r n s id e. At
a d ist ance of t h r ee mile s the cree k en t e r s
into NEW RIVER, on th e ea st e r n s id e of
whic h - fou r miles d istant - is th e site of
Fort Lau d e rd a le .

T he S ECOND INLAND WATER ROUTE
f r om For t J upiter to Fort Lauderdale, as
has a lr ead y bee n stated, diverges from the
one jus t des c r ibed , at t he point wh e re the
latte r leav e s Lake Worth Creek . An exten
si ve saw g r as s pon d or marsh extends
f r om t h is p lace , t welve and a half miles
sou t h, t o Chachi's Village, which is a mile
and a hal f we s t of Lake Worth. Lag oons
of deep wate r , covered with spatterdocks,
are he r e a nd t he re to be met with . In
man y p lace s , canoe s have to be p u s hed
a nd hau led , b ut at others the water ex
pand s in t o g r assy lakes, a quarter of a
mile in ex t e nt , a n d gen erally from one to
two miles a p a r t . To th e ea s t can be seen
a growth of spru ce with so me pines,and
to t he we s t , a line of cypress bordering
the p ine barren back of it. Capt. Wade's

comma nd were two days in going from
Fort Jupiter to Chachi's Village. The site
of t h is is upon a pretty island, bounded
on th e north and east by a deep clear
pond ha lf a mile wide, and between a mile
a nd a h a lf and two miles long . On the west
and sou t h it is surrounded by the grassy
la ke. T he trail to Lake Worth leads,a third
of a miIe , to a small pond, a quarter of a
mile ac ross, on the opposite side of which
is the ha u lov e r . Westward, a trail runs
f rom t he v iIlage to the swamp bordering
the Ev e r g lad es , the eastern boundary of
th e fo r me r being about seven miles dis
t an t. Ca pt. Wade's command examined this
t r a iI at a time when the water was rather
low, and did not atttempt to take the ca
noes over, as it would have been necess
a r y to hau I them a miIe and a-half over
perfectly dry and rather rough ground.
There were indications that it had been
frequ ently traversed in boats during high
water. The grassy lake was followed by
the ex p lo r ing party two miles and a half
t o th e northwest. For the last quarter of
a mile the water was but a few inches
deep. A dry pine barren, more than a
mile across, through which runs the wa
gon- road from Fort Jupiter to Fort Lau
derd al e, forms the boundary of the lake.
Beyon d t h is is a small pond, and an
eighth of a mile further a string of them,
d eep e no ug h to paddle in, and generally
not mo r e than forty feet apart. At the
end of half a mile of water again over
s p r ead s the surface of the ground to the
depth of two feet; dotted with small is
lands of cypress and pine.
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Lea ving Chachi's Village , and t ravelling
six miles a little east of south t hrough
the g r assy la ke, wh e r e t he wate r co nt inues
abo ut tw o f eet in depth , t he p ine ba rren
to the west is aga in enco un t ered a t a
point wh e r e the la ke makes in t o it fo r a
s ho r t d is tance . Turning to t h e wes t ,canoes
can cross to the Everglades at this place
witho u t difficulty, and the ponds them
selves , at such t imes , t oo sho rt to admit
of ca noe s being paddled in them. The la
bor hau ling is excess ive. Five mile s be
yond, t here is a b e lt of cy p ress ma rs h,
t hree h und red y a r d s wide, with p le n t y of
wa ter, b u t r eq u iri n g t he constant use of
t he ax e to c lea r a passage fo r canoes . An
open space of a hundred y a r ds then leads
to a boat-tra il through a th in cypress
growth . This continues, four miles , to a
kind of haulover , where the cypress trees
are of large s ize , and there is no wate r
a t mos t s easons of the y ear . Th is hau l
ove r , wh ich is but four h u n dred y a r d s in
wid th , Ca p t .Wade's me n we re five hours
in cros si n g; s in king somet imes s everal f eet
in t o the soft r ed mud, and hav ing to c ut
a wa y through the cypress roots and
branches , which, in tang led mass , ob 
structed the way and endangered the
safety of the ca noe s . A mile beyond the
haulover the Everglades commence . The
route continues about thirty- f ive mile s a 
long the eastern border to t he h ead of
S NOO K CREEK , wh ich may be foll owed t o
Fo r t Lauderd a le . Ca pt. Wad e wa s t wo day s
in reac hi n g the fo r t afte r ente r ing the
Everg lades.

At v e ry h ig h stages of the water ; man y
of the difficulties met with in examining
the two routes now mentioned wou ld be
obv iat ed, but it is not probab le that , under
an y c ircumst a nces, e ithe r would be select
ed , we r e t h e object me r e ly to pass f r om
one pos t to t he other . The mail is ca r r ied
from Fo r t Jupi t er to Cap e Flo r ida , down
the stran d ; t h e in terve ni n g wat e r s being
c ros sed on rafts when too deep fo r wad 
in g. Sma ll par t ies ca n fo llow t he beach in
th is wa y during some seasons of the
y ea r, but it would not be a practicable
ro ute for t he transport at ion of troops or
s u p pli e s . The on ly one availab le fo r t hi s
purpo s e is the wagon-road a lread y alluded
to . Th is road was open ed many y ea r s ago .
It follows t he p ine bar r en, wh ich ex tends
almos t u n in t e r r up ted ly , a f ew mile s from
t h e coas t, f rom Fort Ju pit e r to KEY B15-
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CA YNE BAY. No iti ne r a ry of the route
has been met with.

A v eg et ab le somewhat resemb ling a
la r g e parsn ip , f rom wh ich , wh en it is re
d uced to a pulp and was hed, a s ubs tance
like a rrow root is obtained . The ju ice is
sa id t o have po isonous properties .

ROUTE FROM FORT LAUDERDALE TO
FORT DALLAS

O LD FORT LAUDERDALE is on t he r ight
ban k of t he west branch of NEW RI VER ,
a littl e mo r e t ha n a mile f rom it s mouth .
T he b ranch r ises in the Everg lades fi ve
or si x miles to the west of the Fort , and
runs near ly east through cypress and
pine barren. Part of the way it flows be
tween steep rocky banks. Its average
depth is about fou r feet. It is forty feet
wid e at its source , and abou t one hundred
y ard s wid e at it s ju nc t io n with the main
river. Oppos it e this p lace , on the s and
bar which separates New River f rom t he
ocean and wh ich is but a few hundred
y a r d s wide ,is the site of FORT LAUDER
DALE . The location is healthy at all sea
sons . It can be approached by small ves
sels . When formerly occupied by troops it
r eceiv ed suppl ies b y haulover from the
At lan t ic . T h e ordinary mode of communi
cati on between Forts Lauderdale and Dal
la s is b y wa ter . New River, opposite to
t he form er post , is a bou t three hundred
ya r d s wid e and fou r o r five feet d eep . It
runs pa ra lle l to the coast , in most places
onl y fo u r o r f iv e hundred y a r d s from it.
The water upon the bar at low tide is but
little over two feet in depth . From thence
to Fort Dall as by sea it is abou t twenty
three miles .

A wago n road, a few miles in land, is
la id down upon some stretches of the vi 
cini ty . It leav es the west branch of New
River a t the s ite of the old Fort ,a nd runs
nearl y parallel to the coast, passing to
the wes t of a sawgrass marsh which ex
tends some miles to the south. It follows,
throughout its whole extent,a dry belt of
cou ntry grown up with pine , palmetto,
and koontee, and crosses three s treams ;
the Boca Ratones, ARCH CREEK - wh ich
is spanned by a natu ral bridge - and
LIT TLE R IVER . T he whole d istance by
land , f rom Fort Lauderda le to Fort Dallas,
is about t wen ty f ive miles .
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from 29 to 49 cents a yard. While a picture
show at the RITZ cost on Iy a quarter,
nobody cared if the patron sat through it
two or three times. The projectionist ran
the film at night and operated a bulldozer
by day.

Small town pleasures and entertainment
were on the simpler side. Family partici
pation was the custom. Various depart
ments of the city government sponsored
many civic events. The Fire Department
doubled for the Easter rabbit at its an
nual chi ldr-ens egg hunt at Dowdy Field
on Dixie Highway at Johnson Street. Fire
men's wives helped to cook and dye the
eggs for those hunts. There, the diamond
ballgames also were played.

The Police Department staged Halloween
costume contests in Dowdy field for the
town's young people. Once in a while,
businessman sponsored donkey baseball
games.

The gambling activities that invaded
Holl vwood in the 130s, did not fare too I

well. The mayor, Dr. A.W. Kellner, who
was also the judge, would not jail the of
fenders. Instead, he fined them heavily
each time when they were brought to
court. This happened so frequently that
gambling soon became a costly, discour
aging pastime.

The 1934 founding of the Hollywood r

Federal Savings & Loan Association her
alded an unscheduled upswing in the e
conomy. Money could be borrowed; homes
<ould be erected. It was a great boost for

HOllYWOOD during the DEPRESSION

by Wilma Williams
Wilma williams, a Hollywood resident since 1933, was one of
the three founders of the Broward County Archaeological
Society, Inc., and was president for 13 years. In 1976
Mrs. Williams became state president of the Florida Anthro
pological Society,Inc. In addition to publishing several ar
ticles, Mrs. Williams has developed slide programs with con
tinuity for four Broward sites.

H oll y wood , Joseph W. Young's dream
city, was well on its way financially
prior to the 1930s. Suddenly, howev

er, it was just another srnall town struck
by the Great Depression. But, Hollywood
was never a depressed town.

Its people were united by necessity and
frugality borne of man-made economic fail
u re and the natu ral violence and destruc
tion resulting from the 1926 Hurricane.
Hollywood residents demonstrated an ex
alted sense of optimism which would see
them through the decade. Although the
money was gone, marbles and chal k were
available for trading purposes. Solicitude
and generosity were the way of life. No
one was a stranger.

Young's master plan worked so well that
the professionals essential to a function
ing city were already there. Early public
ity in the northern states had attracted
physicians I dentists, lawyers, tradesmen,
businessmen and farmers. Each was the
nucleus of a growth sector for the town.
At the time, most newcomer-s shared a com
r!ICHl goal: to find wcr k . Many local home
O\Vflt:r'S rented out their spare rooms to
augrnent their incomes. Rents were low.
whateve r their methods, the real estate
entr-epreneurs were among the actual
builders of Hollywood and could be cast
in the r-ole of early heroes. In those early
years, bananas were 3 pounds for 11
cents; a pair of dungarees at HENRY'S
cost a maximum of three dollars; and the
prices for cotton dress material ranged
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a small town and meant work f o r al l the
building trades.

Construction progressed. The town pros 
pered. Then, the November Hurricane of
1935, with its massive water intrusion, hit
on the lower peninsula. But, the towns
people were prepared. Many boarded thei r
homes and businesses. Others left the
area. Refuge was any dry area. Once a
gain, the by-words during the disaster
were "help thy neighbor. II

The Red Cross moved in and assisted
the blacks who lived in Liberia, a small
settlement between Hollywood and Dania.
The Red Cross later helped them re-build
their homes, which had collapsed in the
storm. During the next few years, sever-

al bl ocks of houses were erected in t h e
northern part of Hollywood, between Taft
and Scott streets. This was the first full
scale at tempt to build multiple dwelling
units.

One beneficial consequence of the hur
ricanes was an improved building code,
amended to make structures safer. By
June 1957, the South Florida Building
Code, as published by Dade County and
reviewed by Broward and Martin counties,
was adopted by the Tri -County Board.

The 1930s was a good decade, to be re
membered because it brought out the best
in people. Although economic recovery was
not realized until the 1940s,Hoilywood was
the optimistic survivor!
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Hollywood Boulevard, 1934, looking eastward from the 2000 block . Center p a r k i n g was i n
effect but parking meters had not yet b e e n installed. (Courtesy of the Hollywood Histor
ical Society)



O. Mrs. war r en , the thing that interests
the people of Browar-d County is its earli
est time. Will you tell us when you were
born and when 'lOU came to Pompano
Beach?
A. I was born at H ypol uxo, Florida, March
2, 1895.
Q. And when did your father" bring you
to this area?
A. When I was four years old my family
moved to Pompano.
Q. \Vas it called Pompano then?
A. Yes, it was called Pornpano.
Q. And that woi. ld be in what part of
'1899?
A. I think it was summer. It could have
been in the summer I but I'm not positive.
Q. what brought your father down to
Pompano?
A. The Mode l Land Company was begging
people to come in and settle; and my fa
ther came to f ar m .
Q. The Model Land Company was owried
by the Flagler Rai lroad interests?
A. I believe so.
O. And vou r father' came by boat?
A. Yes, \ve moveo by boat.
Q. Did he own the boat or did he r ent ?
A. No, we just came down on one of those
boats that plied up and down on the
lakes, that moved people and materials.
Q. Did you br'ing tu r nit ur e wit h you?
A. Web ro ugh t e \/ e r y t h in 9 vv i t h us.

GROWING UP IN EARLY POMPANO:
An Oral History Interview with

Elizabeth H. Warren
conducted and transcribed by Cooper Kirk, Ph.D., edited by Carolyn G. Kayne

D!~.Cooper Kirk, a long time Broward County resident, is a
graiuate of the University of Miami. He obtained his Doctor
ate from Florida State University. Dr. Kirk is the County
H_~~=orian and a teacher at: Piper High School.

INTRODUCTION Q. How did the boat dock? Did it just put
This interview wi t h 85 year old Elizabeth vou off at the beach, or ...
H. Warren, the widow of Lucius S. Warren, A. VoJe came out the canal up at Cypress
was conducted by' Cooper Kirk. The 50 Creek, where our land was, which today
minute inter-view began at 10:00 a.m., on is called Santa Barbara, and landed right
Saturday, February 2, 1980, at Mrs. War- on the shore.
ren's home at 19 ~~E 15 Avenue, Pompano Q. That's Santa Barbara, Lake Santa Bar-
Beach, Florida. bara?

A. That's what it's called today.
O. SO,that wasn't too far from the coast?
A. No.
O. They just set your furniture right
off?
A. when we landed, there was a little
house here. There vvere su rveyors here
ahead of us. There was a Iittle house that
we moved into to sleep and we cooked un
der a palmetto shed wi t h no sides or any
thing; just a palmetto shed, we cooked
under.
O. Did the house have windows or just
shutters?
A. Well, now, that I can't remember.
O. That was a long time ago?
A. Yes. I r-emember the door. I remember
the door wel l . There must have been at
least one window, or one that opened.
O. When you came here, who was with
you? \Vasit you r fat her, and what was
his name?
A. Hi s name was I. I. Hardy and my fa
ther moved his whole family here. which
wa s my four brothers, and my older sis
ter, and me and my younger sister. we
all stepped off the boat together, \ve kids
did, anxious to get off.
O. Do you remember how long it took you
to come from Hypoluxo?
A. It took all dav long, 11m sure, but it
"vas almost dark when \ve got here.
O. And, would you give us your broth
er s ' narnes, starting with the oldest?
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A. Roland, Mack, Gene, Jesse, and next
to my brother Roland was my sister
Anna.
Q. Then came you?
A. And then came me and my name was
EI izabeth, but I was always called Betty.
The baby sister was named Clara; she
died at two years of age, after we moved
here.
Q. Just after you moved here she died?
A. Yes.
Q. Was you r father from North Carol ina?
A. My father and mother were both from
North Carolina.
Q. After you r father got here, he went
into farming. What kind of crops did he
grow?
A. The fi rst crops were tomatoes, pep
pers,bell peppers at that,and eggplants,
for the market. But,for our garden there
were all kinds of vegetables.
Q. You had to clear the land?
A. Oh, yes.
Q. Did you have horses and mu les?
A. When we fi rst got here, we cou Idn 't
bring a horse on the boat, naturally. We
had to accumulate those things as time
went on.
Q. So, I guess there was a lot of back
breaking work on the part of your father
and brothers to get this land cleared. Do
you have any idea how much land they
began with? Say,S acres,10 acres?
A. No, si r, I can't. AImost from Feder-al
Highway to the beach, we practically
owned a strip all the way when he died.
Q. He died in /1916,right? About the end
of 1915 or the beginning of 1916?
A. He died Christmas Day.
Q. That would be 1915?
A. 1915.
Q. Right, because he was one of the first
county commissioners?
A. Yes.
Q. Appoi nted by the Governor of the
State of Florida. After you came her-e ,
how long was it before a school was put
into operation?
A. Just as soon as, I believe, there wer'e
eight chi ldren , which the Hard v family
fur n ls hed a good rnan v of, Dade County
sent a school teacher here.
Q. Do you r-emember her' name? was it a
man or woman?
A. Actually, the first teache r that taught
just a short time was named Mrs. George
O. Butler.
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Q. Did they live in Deerfield, then?
A. No. They lived on the beach. But, I
don't know how long that was after we
moved here. I dori't know whether it was
a year or two.
Q. You think she was the first teacher?
A. I think she was our first teacher.
Q. And you started the first grade, did
you? You hadn't had any schooling be
fore you came here?
A. To begin with, we didn't even have
one of those big, old -fash ioned charts that
you tu rn over and say, like long years
ago, that " A" stands for "apple" and "C II

stands for "cat. II

Q. You didn't have one?
A. The Dade County School Board finally
sent us one, and we began on one of those
big charts. We turned the pages over and
there was the word.
Q. And that was a very interesting way
to teach you because you had a pictu re to
go with it?
A. Oh I yes.
Q. Did the teacher administer punishment
to the students?
A. I f they needed it, they got it with ...
We didn't have what you call sticks. In
fact, if you want to know what my mother
used on us, it was a guava switch. There
was always a guava switch around.
Q. How long did your mother live after
your father died?
A. She lived quite a while after my fa
ther. Her name was Katheri ne, but every
body called her Kitty, too.
Q. \~as anyone I ivi ng here in the summer
of 1899 when you came?
A. As far as my knowledge is, two sur
veyors met our boat as we stepped off,
and one of them was Mr. Jim Pierce, and
he was a surveyor with a surveying out
fit. Where thei r camp was, how close to
wher-e we stepped off the boat, I dori"t
know. 8 ut, they had su rveyed it and I
guess they had named it, by then f Pom
pano.
O. They wer-e su rveyi ng for the Model
Land Company?
A. Yes, that's right.
Q. Now , th i s Mr. Pierce, was he the same
one who later became known as Uncle Pin
ky Pierce?
A. No, no. lJncle Pinky came years later.
Q. vVas that his brother?
A. Mr i Jirn Pierce was just a sur-vevor . As
I say, he was here when we stepped off



TOP: Pompano Beach public park,
SE 17 Stree t & 23 Avenue~ site
of the I.I . Hardy dwelling
buil t in 1899. {Photo: Cooper
Kirk }
MIDDLE LEFT : Jesse and Ma ck
Hardy, 1907, on the Hardy
farm, north side of Lettuce
Lake. {HARDY COLLECTION}
MIDDLE RIGHT: Horse-drawn
carriage used to convey the
second Chapman infant daughter
to the Pompano cemetery, circa
1904. {CHAPMAN COLLECTION}
BOTTOM: Chapman packinghouse
employees, Pompano, circa 1910.
{CHAPMAN COLLECTION}
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the boat. And the two surveyors, when
they got through here, if I think 1

1m tell
ing this right, they left. They were camp
ing only and went to Miami Beach and laid
out Miami Beach. I believe thatls right.
Q. Th i s Pierce, was he any ki n to Uncle
Pinky Pierce, do you know?
A. '{es, Uncle Pinky was his brother but,
see, Mr.Jim Pierce h adn 't settled here at
all. He was only here as a surveyor. But,
later, he did settle here on the beach and,
later, Uncle Pinky Pierce came, and his
wife.
Q. Do you know if they came from
Georgia? Where were they from?
A. Oh / they were from Georgia. Good old
Georgia crackers.
Q. Well, Pompano used to have a lot of
Georgia crackers.
A. I guess so.
Q. Then, in fact, the Hardy's were the
first permanent settlers here then?
A. Well, as far as my knowledge is, the
first ones who came here and settled and
stayed. 1

1m pretty positive of it. Right
behind us came the McNab family the same
year. And what time they got here after
we got here, I don 't ... They settled on
the beach, too. And the Griffin family
came r iqh t along then. When the Griffin
family got here, it could have been the
early' part of 1900. They didn't stay. They
stayed a while and moved on.
Q. And they were from Georgia, also?
A. I don I t know where they vvere from,
rea II y . I don It know wh ere the McNab IS

vvere from, but I be I ieve they came f r ...
Q. F rom North Carol ina.
A. They were? The McNab1s? didrr't
rea" y know.
Q. Well, they moved here frorn the center
part of the state of Florida.
A. My fol ks came from North Carol ina, and
they go back for generations, to the Rev
01 utionary War.
Q. SO, then, there be woutd the Hardy's,
and then the McNab's and the Gr i ff iris ?
A. You might say they \vet~e the first
three families that stayed.
Q. Right.
A. In the beginning. Of cour se . they be
gan to come in here, then. People began
to come in s lowlv .
Q. And everybody wan t ed to farm?
A. All f arrned .
Q. And can you r ernember anybody after'
the Hardvs . McNab's and Griffin's? Ear-
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Iy / real early? Say, the Smoakls? Were
they here real early?
A. Not that early, no. They came later.
Well, not too later. Iitt really take that
bac k. Mr. Smoa k, the grandfather, or
great-grandfather / he would be now, he
and his wife were here. They came, I be
lieve, because their son-in-law was a sec
tion foreman on the rai I road.
Q. Do you remember his name, the grand
father's?
A. I dori 't know. The Smoak's would all
know that. He helped us build our home.
I just wanted to pick up a while ago and
tell you that we stayed in this little house
unti I ou r Iumber \NaS floated down here,
and we started building right awav ,
Q. When you say it was floated down, do
you mean it came on a boat?
A. I th ink most of it was floated by wa
ter, some wou Id have been on a boat.
Floated tike a raft.
Q. That was floated from Hypol uxo, was
it?
A. Hypoluxo.
Q. And when that lumber came in ... ?
A. We started to bui Id the house.
Q. Did you bui Id by Lake Barbara? Santa
Barbara?
A. Oh, yes, we built close to this tittle
house I was telling you about. Maybe a
half block on the creek, right on Cypress
Creek.
Q. Do you know about how long you lived
t her'e ? Urrtil you were grown?
A. Our first house, my father built a two
s tor y , and it bu rnt when I was about 16.
Q. That wou l d be about 1910 or 111, that
period? You were born in 1895.
A. I think I'd have been a little older,
wouldn't I?
Q. Vvell, 1895 to 1911 would make you 16.
A. I was about 16, 1

1 11 say, about 16
when the house burnt up.
Q. And wher-e did you move to?
A. \'\'ell, I "vas off at school.
Q. \Vhere did you go to school?
A. At that time I was going to school in
Del ray.
Q. And, that was a high school, wasn't it?
A. Yeah, there was none here; there was
none here at all, no high school.
Q. Do you remember" the name of the se
cond teacher? You said that Mrs. George
O. Butler was the fi rst teacher.
A. I th ink, if I remember rightl y, the se
cond teacher, I believe her name was
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Fi rchcoff . And the next teacher was Miss
Tuc ker .
Q. Miss Tucker? Did you know Miss Firch
coff? Do you have any idea how that word
is spelled? Or where she was from?
A. No, I dorr't .
Q. Did you like her?
A. Oh, yes. J had to like her because she
boarded with us, and so did Miss Tucker.
Better like 'em. No, they were very nice
people.
O. Were they young, real young?
A. Oh, yes, very young.
Q. They weren't married, of course?
A. Neither one of them was married.
Q. Do you remember Miss Tuc ker-s first
name?
A. No.
O. Do you know where she was from?
A. Miami. Married later in Miami and lived
there unti I she died.
Q. Do you know how old you were when
you first went to school? You indicated
that you came here when you were four.
Was it probably two or three years before
they started a school?
A. It must have been.1 really don't know.
But, I must have been around six,or close
to six, but 11m merely guessing. Maybe,
in two years there were eight children
her-e .
Q. Of course, the Hardy's furnished, as
you said, a lot of them.
A. Maybe one or two of the McNab chil
,j r en went to school.
Q. Your oldest brother, how old would he
have been when you came here?
A. I don't know, but he was grown.
Q. Oh, so he wou Idn 't be one that went
to school?
A. Oh, no.
O. You r father now, farmed. Did you have
to work on the farm?
A. No! sir. My mother or I, neither one
wor ked on the farm.
Q. Neither did your sister? Just the boys
worked the farm?
A. Just the boys, only.
Q. How did your father take his farm
products to the railroad station and ship
them from there?
A. I actually don't know how they got
them there fi rst. But, I do remember some
big lighters pulling up to our docks and
loading vegetables from some of the farm
ers around and taking them to Fort Laud
erdale, I presume, to be shipped to the
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Clyde Line in Miami. Later, maybe then, I,
really don"t know how, by railroad. They
were ta ken on down by rai I road.
Q. Were people coming in?When they came.
here to Pompano in the beginning, did
they come by railroad or by boat,or both".
By wagon?
A. Some did, and some came by train be
cause ... At first, the train was pullinq'
nothing but the last coach, the caboose.'
And then, later, they put on one little:
car for passengers.
Q. Did you leave here at any time when
you were young, to take a trip, say, up
to North Carol ina?
A. My mother and I went to North Caro
lina when I was 11 years old.
Q. Of cou rse, you went by train?
A. Oh, yes.
Q. There's a story around, you can ver
ify this, that some ships would lose lum
ber from over their deck,and that lumber
would float ashore, and people from this
area would go out on the beach and would
pull that lumber up on shore and save it
unti I they got enough to bui Id a house.
Do you recall anything like this?
A. Well, every ship that wrecked out
there, and there were several, would have
stuff, naturally, that washed ashore. All
kinds of stuff. Canvass and rope and lum
ber and everything.
Q. Whoever got there and put it in his
possession would own it, in fact?
A. And unless you put it up, I think they
said, legally, if you put it way up above
the highwater mark, you could claim it.
One time I a sh ip wrecked out there load-·
ed with cross ties and they all washed a
shore. And the people rushed to get them I

to sell and dragged them above the high-'
water line and nobody touched them but
the people that ...
Q. Why would anyone want to buy a cross
tie, to make a fence?
A. I dont know.
Q. I suppose those cross ties would be
railroad ties?
A. Oh,yes, they were railroad cross ties,
definitely railroad cross ties. >1

1

Q. Did you ever have any contact with
the Indians?
A. All the time. They always camped on'
our creek, right there where our house'
was.
Q. How far were you from the beach,·
would you say? Would you go swimming?



A. Well, if we got ina rowboat... I f me
and my sister got in one rowboat and two
of my brothers got in the other rowboat,
and we raced to the line at what we
called the Indian mound, which was the
beach, lid say we would be there in 15
minutes, whichever one got there first.
Q. Did you go there often to swim?
A. Oh, yes, that was the place to go.
Everybody went we were r ais ed on the
beach and creek.
Q. Of course that meant that you prob
ably got sunburned. If you got a sun
burn, what would you do? y'OU didn't
have the modern lotions that we have
now. You would just have to live through
it until you got better or until your skin
peeled?
A. Well, goi ng bac k to that many years
ago, women didn't go around sleeveless
like they do todav vAnd you wore big pal
metto hats.
Q. Did you ever have any trade with the
Indians?
A. Yes, my father, at one time wh i Ie we
were living there, ran a small grocery

store just for a very few months; he had
vinegar, and flour, and meal, and sugar,
and lard, and not much more than that.
And the Indians made great demand, for
meal especially. They used a lot of meal.
Q. To make cornbread?
A. They would come in and tell my father
how much they wanted and say "We
bring you in a piece of venison to pay
for it. II So, they would bring him in a
backstrip. That was what rny father want
ed,a b ac k s t r ip , This was deer meat. Well,
a backstrip is a long strip just like a
pork chop strip is today. You cut it up
just like you do a pork chop. And,we had
to carry it to school in our lunch boxes
't.i l 'A'e got tired of venison.
Q. You mean it was like pork chops?
A. Yes, it was just every day when the
venison was there, we had more venison
than our ...
Q. You made sandwiches out it?
A. No, no. I t was put down in the bottom
of the lunch box on whatever was down
underneath it, hot grits or left-over rice.
Q. That's interesting. What were some of
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the things you took to school for your
lunch? Grits?
A. Always a piece of meat. My father be
lieved in everybody having a piece of
rneat , if it was nothing but a little strip
of bacon. So, I guess we were fai rly weI I
nursed to be pioneer's. And, sometimes
down in the bottom of our lunch box
would be grits or maybe a strip of veni
son on top of it, or a piece of ham. And,
there was always a biscuit, and when we
got to where we could get jelly, the bis
cuit would have seagrape jelly between it.
Got ti red of that, too.
Q. \Vas there anything you didn't get
ti r ed of? Did you have cheese here?
A. Oh, yes, we had rat-trap cheese. That
finally came in later.
Q. Rat-trap cheese? What does that mean?
A. Rat·-trap cheese is the best cheese you
could t1UY anywhere. T hats not for sale
today, that I know. lts a great big cheese
like th is, and when we got grocery stores
when more people were here, you'd go in
arrd or-der a piece of rat-trap cheese cut
off. IIAn,] ~iOW much do you want?" "0h,

- ...:h)-

maybe a pound. How much is it?" "0h,
about 15 cents. II And everybody had rat
trap cheese. You just bought a piece and
they cut it off a big round. Well, they do
it today, too, but they don It have that
good old rat-trap cheese.
Q. It had a good flavor?
A. Oh, delicious, best cheese you ever I
ate.
Q. Now, I gather from what you said,
your father may have been the first store
proprietor here.

I
A. No, no. Mr. McNab on the beach had
the first post office and the first store.
Q. And it was on the beach?
A. Mr. Harry, on the beach. When 1 say
lion the beach, II it was right on where Cy
press Creek went to the beach, to the
1ndian mound. We always, when we say
lithe beach by the water, II we always say
"landing at the Indian mound. II

Q. That Indian mound is still there?
A. Oh, yes, it's still there.
Q. If you go down A 1A today, can you
see that Indian mound?
A. There's a sign there. It should be
there pointing toward it.
Q. Of course, that was because the first
settlement was right around that Indian
mound?
A. Absolutely, on the beach. Between.
there and the ocean, itself.
Q. The Indians, did you ever have any ...
what would they be doing there?
A. Well, they hunted and camped allover
south Florida, wherever they wanted to go
to fish or hunt or anything. But, later,.
when we got to picking tomatoes, they
would come in and ask permission to camp.
My father didn't care how long they
camped. They never gave us ~ trouble
at all; the squaws would pick our toma
toes.
Q. Did they pick them on shares, or did
you pay them by the hour?
A. No, my father paid them in cold cash.
I don't know what they paid 'ern . I guess
they picked them by crate or bushel bas
ket. I really don't remember that.
Q. Would you say that there were as ma
ny as 30 or 40 Indians here at one time?!
That many?
A. No, I think counting the children and
all that, about the bl.vrcst camp was prob
ably about 15. Didn't that many travel·
together.
Q. when you s aw a camp, how'd they



sleep? Did they have a tent of some
kind? Or, did they sleep out in the open?
A. They could throw up something in no
time short.
Q. They just cut down some trees? Make
themselves shacks?
A. Made out of those palmetto limbs.
Q. Do you recall who built the first
school here? First school building?
A. Whoever lived here, I guess. I really
don't know, but they must have got to
gether and bui It it. I can tell you where
it was. I t was right out where the old
cemetery is.
Q. Where the old cemetery is? Now we
have two cemeteries; where we have the
white people and the black people.
A. This is the old part, the old part.
Q. White or black? They're right togeth
er, anyway.
A. Well, what you call the colored ceme
tery. Right in there was nothing but wil
derness at that time. We had ... I don't
know who done it, but the Model Land
Company had someone do it up. We
cleared off the place for the cemetery.
That's where the old cemetery is today.
That's where I fi rst went to school.
Q. Do you remember what grades they
had to begin with in the school?
A. I think they tried to teach to the
sixth grade. None above that for a long
time.
Q. Now, this is going away down in his
tory, but would you remember when they
actually started a high school here? When
the high school first was established in
Pompano? That is, say, the ninth grade?
A. Well, I was away to school. They didn't
go any further than the sixth grade; so,
I went away to school for two years.
Q. You boarded up there, then?
A. Oh, yes, I boarded in Delray. I lived
with a family up there in Delray.
Q. Were they friends of your family or
just some people ... ?
A. No, they were just recommended to my
family by an old good family friend called
the Sunday's and they settled in Delray,
too, by the way, the Sunday's did.
Q. Of course, you had to eat to live, and
you ate from your garden mostly? Your
vegetables, and you had some venison
meat. What else would you have, as a
pioneer, to eat?
A .. Well, now, I'm not talking about stuff
Ii ke meal, lard and flour. I'm tal king a-
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bout the land. I s that what you're as king
about?
Q. Both. Off the land and also what you
cou Id buy at the store.
A. You know, in those days you couldn't
get a whole lot of stuff at the store. But,
you had enough to have ...
Q. You'd have corn meal, flour, salt ...
A. Oh I yeah, everybody had corn meal,
flour, lard and you had all of that.
Q. And some canned goods?
A. Later. Not when we fi rst got here,
but later we cou Id order canned goods
out of Jacksonvi lie. And a lot of stuff
came in wooden boxes from Jacksonvi lie.
Q. You ordered that 'specially?
A. My father ordered it.
Q. So, you didn It buy it th rough the
store. You really bought it from the com
pany in Jacksonville.
A. Well, the stores at that time didn't
have a whole lots.
Q. So, Mr. McNab's store could furnish
you with only a few things?
A. Yes, but he didn't keep the store for
too long before he didn't have a store
either.
Q. He was farming at the same time?
A. Oh, yeah, everybody farmed. But, to
get back to where what we ate... As I
said, outside of the things that came from
the store, we Iived off the land. What
we ate from off the land was our garden,
and we always had a big garden, and
wild stuff and fish. Fish! Fish! Fish! And
wild turkey. And venison,and quails,and
doves, and little butterballs. Today, nobody
knows what a butterball is.
Q. What is a butterball?
A. It's a little bird that comes down in
the fall and is so fat, until if you were to
fry them you would fill the frying pan
full of grease. And we loved them because
they were little fellows and they would be
crisp when you got through frying them.
Q. Li ke French fries?
A. They don't fly down anymore. It's a
bird.
Q. When you say "turkey, "that meant you
didn't have to go so far away to shoot
your own game?
A. Right here where I live, right here at
19 NE 15th Avenue, one Christmas my
brother shot four turkeys, and we had
one in the yard. We had five turkeys i we
didn't know what to do with them.
Q. Five turkeys at Christmas time?



FAR LEFT: "Unc1e" Jim Pierce,
circa 1930. (HARDY COLLECTION)
LEFT: "Aunt" Di Newbold in early
19005 worked on Hardy farm. (HC)
TOP: Lucius S. Warren, Sr., 1913,
in his Metz. (HC)
BOTTOM: Pompano Community
Church,c.1910. Mr.T.H.Chapman,
Sr.,wearing derby. (CHAPMAN COL)
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A. But, we just distributed them all a
round the neighborhood where some didn't
have turkey that Christmas.
Q. Then, so you had all these different
types of game, and then you had, from
your farm,cabbage, tomatoes,pepper and,
say, some sweet corn?
A. 5eagrapes, cabbage. Palmetto cabbage
was common in those days. Everybody ate
it.
Q. What else would you have in your gar
den? How about some stringbeans?
A. My father' always grew stringbeans.
But, we didn't know that Pompano was
going to become the bean capital at that
time. 'Cause we didn't qr'ow beans. And
never did grow beans commercially, but
always in our garden we had plenty. Any
thing just about you can mention we had
in our garden.
Q. People later on, though, did take up
beans?
A. The ones that started the beans com
mercially lived across the railroad track.
Q. West of the railroad track?
A. That's where they grew.
Q. How long have you been living in this
location at 19 NE 15th Avenue?
A. I believe we moved here in 1924.
Q. And you married in 19 ... ?
A. Have to stop and thin k when married
now . I married in 1913.
Q. And your husband was from ...
A. Georgia.
Q. That's Lucius 5. Warren. Do you re
member what place in Georgia he was
from?
A. Blackshear.
Q. Ye s , in south Georgia. He got down
here early, too. Did he go to school here?
A.Oh, no. He was seven years older
than me, and when he came here he was
just a young man. I think he came in
1905.
Q. That was still pretty early, ·1905.
A. And he lived with his brother who had
been section foreman and then they moved
down later where the race track, the Pom
pano Race Track sprung up, and farmed
out there. That was all farm land out
there. And he lived wi t h his sister and
his brother-in-law out there after his
brother quit being section foreman. And
then there was a little boom and a lot of
people built fairly nice houses on the rail
road track. I believe that two of them are
still standing.
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Q. On both sides, or on just one side?
A. Both sides. But, 'specially on the
west. Three or four houses very much
alike. 50, his brother-in-law bought one
of those and he lived there with his
brother-in-law until we married.
Q. Do you know who bui It the fi rst
roads?
A. No, there were di rt roads for so long
'til I don't remember that.
O. We have a pictu re of you in a buggy.
For some time you used a horse and bug
gy, here?
A. Oh, yes, horses and wagons, horses
and buggies.
Q. Do you remember the fi rst car you ev
er saw? Did it make a big impression on
you?
A. I don't remember the fi rst car I ever
saw, but the fi rst car my husband owned
was in 1912. And, before we were mar
ried, there was so much heavy wh ite sand,
we called it in those days, between our
house and where you had to drive
through the dirt road to get to it, was
this little pineapple patch. And, the sand
was so heavy there, my family laughed
about this,my husband would get that far
coming to our house. And, the boys would
have to go down and push his car
through this pineapple patch which was
maybe 50 or 100 feet or something like
that.
Q. You say pineapple? That recalls to
mind that Mr. Sample was a pineapple
grower. Were you awa re of that?
A. So many people that lived on the rail
road track grew pineapples.
O. 50, that was a common crop here?
A. Oh, yes, very common.
Q. But your family never got into grow
ing pineapples?
A. Not commercially.
O. But, perhaps, for the table you might
have?
A. Yes, we always had pineapples for the
table.
O. Oh, that was part of you r garden
then, the pineapples were part of your
garden?
A. Yes.
Q. I suppose people loved pineapples? Or
was it something you had to eat, like cab
bage and corn?
A. About the only food in the very begin
ning was seagrapes and pineapples, and
gradually mangoes came in, avocados came



in, and so forth.
Q. How about guavas?
A. Yes, there was plenty of guavas in
the beginning, I'd forgotten about that.
Q. They kind of grew wild, didn't they?
A. I don't think so. No,1 don't think so.
Q. Did seagrapes grow wild?
A. Oh, yes, they still do.
Q. I t was quite an operation to transfer
seagrapes into jelly. There was a lot of
work involved in that. Did you ever make
any?
A. Yes, sir, plenty of it.
Q. Did you have cows to give butter?
A. Never had a cow. I never saw a cow
Itil I was a pretty good size girl, at least
eight years old before I ever laid eyes on
one.
Q. Later on, some people used to keep
cows in their backyard?
A. A family moved in here with 8 cows.
Q. That was almost enough for a small
dai ry, then. I read a newspaper article
about Ollie Tinney, whom you knew. She
said that in 1914 there were about 15 cars
in Pompano. So, that means that your hus
band had one of the 15 cars. Do you re
member what kind of car he had?
A. Oh, yes, Metz. I think it was spelled
"Meth. 1I

Q. Sounds like it might be a German car.
A. I don't know. Usuallv i at niqht j vou got
out and pumped up the lights, and then
you opened a little door or something and
Iit them, and that was that stuff under
pressure. What did you use in those days?
Q. Probably carbide.
A. Something like that.
Q. Carbide lights? So, you married in
1913? And you had how many children?
A. I had one child; he was born in 1915.
Q. That was Lu ke?
A. Lucius 5. Warren, Jr.
Q. And your brothers had their families
here? And they grew up and stayed here?
A. Yes.
Q. That means that [you r] father and
mother are bu ried here, then?
A. Yes.
Q. And all your brothers are now de
ceased? And you're the only one left of
your family?
A. I'm the only one left in the Hardy fam
i Iy of the older settlers.
Q. They're all buried here?
A. Not all of them. My oldest brother is
buried out at one of the memorial gardens

-40-

out of Fort Lauderdale. And another broth
er, who moved to Palm Beach, was postmas
ter up there for a long time.
Q. Was that Mack?
A. And Mack is buried in Crescent City.
Q. How about Gene?
A. Anna and Gene and Clara and my
folks are buried out here in the old ceme
tery.
Q. I understand that Gene was Eugene E.
Hardy, who had one of the first automobile
agencies in this area.
A. He had the fi rst thing that even went
into anything like that, which was a bi
cycle shop. Well, at that time I don't think
they knew about automobiles . But, they'
did right away.
Q. I f you had a bicycle, how could you
ride a bicycle through sand?
A. Evidently by then there must have

l
been a little rock here 'n there along the
roads.
Q. The fi rst roads were rock?
A. I don't remember what year.
Q. I remember that picture you have of
1912 shows you in a buggy. Was that on
a rock road?
A. Yes, it was a rock road; it was about
this wide.
Q. Do you remember Mr. T . Sol Bevil?
A. Oh, yes.
Q. And was he a pioneer down here?
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The Bride Slapped Mosquitoe:s
Pompano Bea~h's "Ni,.,~ty.Niners" meet but

once a ye~r. For m em bership, l!ne must have
arrived in North. 'Brolf)ti~d County before 1900
- or married someone wh~ did~

TOP: Th e SUN
SENTINEL ran
this feature ar
ticle about Pom
pano Beach 's
, 9gers . (HARDY
COLLECTION)
BOTTOM: Lu-
c i us S . Warren,
Sr . came to
Pompano Beach
in 1905 from
Blackshear,
Georgia .

By BEVERLEY MOI,tALES
'(Sun·Sentinel Women's Editor)

It wasn't moonlight
through the palms that
lured South Florida' s
ploneers-e-it was the rich
rnucklands.

The Gold Coast was no place

for .a honeymoon in 1900. You

couldn 't sunbathe on the sand

because ,no r~ads led to the

beach. And you didn 't dare

gaze at the moon; mosq uitoes

were so thick you had to

"s cr ape them off your arms."

Where neon jungles n~w

beckon, it was the Teal r thing.

When you traveled - beyond
your own yard - you either
walked or rowed , Roland H ardy,
remembers.\

, Mrs. R. A. McNah , who did
come to Pompano Beach _as a
br ide in 1912, r emembers ear ly
horse am buggy trips to Fl
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Lauderdale-an all-day under

taking.
"We started out at 7 a.m,

and ' got there two and one-half ,
• hours .Iater."

The same climate that has
turned the Gold Coast into a
romantic paradise empt ied it of
glamor 50 years ago. Man had
not yet taught it to obey.

As a bride, Mrs. McNab . s,et

up housekeeping with only

screen lathe betw een her and

the bloodthirsty hordes of mos
quitoes. Most early settl er s used
mosquito netting; the screen
la the was nard to get.

She once tried to go with her
late husband to mee t ' a train
br inging in a mule from Jack
sonville.

" The mosquitoes were so
thick I could rake them off my
arms like sand ," she recalls.
" I. had to turn back.

"My husba nd Mi lt a smudge
in the yard to keep them h'vri~ ,
eating the m r.lc th ::.t n:~ht. "

Mrs. 1\1t:Nab was hostess to
the anr .ual dinner 'of the Pom
pano Beach "Ni nety Niner s"
under very different circum
stances this week in her 1736 E.
Atlantic Blvd. horne. The
"9ger s" are 11 persons who ar~
r ived here before 1900, or mar
ried someone who did.

THEY WER~ FARMERS

Among earliest residents still
living here are Roland Hardy
and his sister, Mrs. 'L. S. w»
reno They arrived in July, 1899,
when there were only eight
White people in the area.

Like other Gold Coast pio
neers, they were truck farmers.
Tomatoes, at first, ,!Iar dy re
members. Later, farmers rai sed

. green beans-and, still later,
peppers.

"We farmed the mu cklands.
Now, the farmers have been
pushed back in the sand lands."

The rich muckland yelded
many more bushels per acre
of crop, than sa nd . "

Chief opponent of the early
farm er was "the elements."
Mostly _cold - "It 'seem ed like

we had more cold then, than

now, altho ugh I don't suppose

we drd."

WAGON AND rEAM

Mrs. Oscar K. Johnson, who
also arrived in 1899, remembers
spending all night in the depot
with her father, mother and sis
ter, while they wai ted for a
wag on to take them to their '
new beach house. A "Florida
cracker, " this ha rdy pioneer
moved south from Tampa .

She r egar ds county boun
dar ies tongue-in-ch eek. Her
home at 213 NE 10th S1. has
bee n in Dade , Pal m Beach and
~roward Counties - without ·
ever having moved an -inch.

A pioneer housewife didn 't
have an easy time ~f , it in
South Florida. There was no
ice. ADd no way to keep fres h
meat. '

"We used to put our meat or
ders through on the fre ight train
to West Palm Beach. They
pa-cked as much meat 'a's pos
sible in with a 100-pound ' cake
of ice in sawdu st."

When the order arrived, Mrs.
NcNab divided hers - with a
ne ighbor - ice; meat, sawdust
and all. The meat would stay
good two or three days.

But , every thing isn 't modern,
to these pioneers.

"Fashions are going back to
what they used to be when I
was 12 years old - they called
them hobble skirts, then," Mrs.
Joh nson comments. '

Mrs. W. H. McNab Sr., who
also came here as a bride in
1912, is the widow of the orga n
izer of the "9gers." Others in-

' elude Mrs. Hard y, Mr. and
Mrs. George Wright, ' Mr .' and
Mrs.' Eugene Hardy , Mr. and
Mrs. L. S. Warren.



A. Oh, yes. He came in as a pioneer, but
lived ... You know, there's an old saying:
"Where're you from in Pompano?" " I'm
from the muck. II "Where're you from?"
"l'm from the rai I road track. II They used
to say that a lot to show where you lived.
And Bevil settled up at the railroad track.
Q. Where would "muck" be? Out toward
the beach?
A. "Muck" was out where we lived. We
lived near the beach.
Q. Then, "muck" was the beach and the
railroad track would be on higher
ground? That is, sandy qr-ound .
A. I t was all sandy ground unti I they put
some rock down.
Q. Do you r-emember the fi rst chu rch
here?
A. The first church services that I re
member were held in our living room.
Q. Was that a community church?
A. No, it was no church, no church. A
preacher ,a travelling preacher would come
and that was where we would have a little
service. He would stay maybe a week.
Then, we started having services in the
school house. And, then, from the school
house they built what we called a commun
ity church uptown. "LJptown" was up
there close to the rai I road track. And that
stayed a community church for quite a
while and then it was made a Methodist
Church. And it was a Methodist Church
when the storm blew it down.
Q. The 1926 Hurricane? When you say tra
velling mirus ter i woutd they be Baptist,
Methodist, or ... ?
A. This travelling minister that I'm par
ticularly speaking about was, in the very
beginning, was Baptist.
Q. So, he wou Id just come th rough here
and you wou Id let the word out that the
minister was here and people would come
to your house and you would have a wor
ship service there. woul d that be on more
than just one Sunday?
A. He would probably be her'e a week.
And we would probably have service on
Sunday and then have services on some
of the nights until he left. He usually
stayed a week Maybe, not alwav s .
Q. \\'as he given anything besides his
room and board?
A. Oh, yes. They would take up a dona
tion. Just a donation. Pass the hat around
every service.
Q. Do you remember any fires? Anybody's
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house bu rn down?
A. Our house burnt down.
Q. That's right. Your house burnt down
when you were about 16?
A. About 16.
Q. And, then,your father,of course,built
another house?
A. Yes. I f you want it, I've got a picture
of our house that we built after our
house burnt down.
Q. So, what year wou Id that be? You said
it burned down when you were about 16?
A. Well, I can't tell you the exact year.
But, it was a ... we came here in 199 and
I was fou r. I was about 16. I don't know
exactly how old I was.
Q. SO, then, you have a picture of the
new house, the one your father built?
A. Yes, I was just going to show it to
you. I didn't know whether you wanted
it or not.
Q. Oh, yes definitely. Your father, did
he ever spank the children? Did he be
lieve in spanking?
A. No, not too much. That was left to my
mother.
Q. She bel ieved in it?
A. Once or twice he had to get after one
of the children, the boys. But, not very
often.
Q. Your mother didn't spare the rod?
A. There was nobody spoi It. There were
too many of us. Couldn't afford to.
O. There \vere about seven of you?
A. I remember my husband's mother was
the mother of 14 children. And she was
telling us one day that two of them died,
which left her 12 children to marry. But,
when they were all little ... we were talk
ing one day and I said to grandmother, I
always called her fIg randmother," my hus
band's mother, "How did you punish your
children?" Or, "What did you do when
they wou Idn It mind? II She said, "when
they we r e all around / and I told them to I

do something ... I didn't have time to tell
them the second time, I was slapping from
one side to the other." And, I guess she
had complete control over them because
she rai sed a marvelous fami Iy . My husband
came out of a marvelous family.
Q. Did most of them remain here?
A. Twelve of them married. This was in
Blackshear.
Q. So, what she was referri ng to was
when they still lived in Georgia?
A. That's right. I just mentioned it be-



cause in those days you didn't, you
didn't say anything the second time. You
started using your switch or your paddle
or your hand.
Q. The rai Iroad was tremendously impor
tant. I'm sure you'll agree with that. Did
you ever just go down to meet the train,
or to see it go through? Or, was that
something you didn't bother with?
A. If you were in town and the train
went th rough, you 'd natu rally look at it.
But after I was married, I I ived on the
railroad track.
Q. SO, you didn't move directly from the
rai I road track to here?
A. No.
Q. Did you ever see any hard times? Or,
was it all hard times?
A. The early days, I th ink were all hard
times. But, in a way, when I say hard
times, we had plenty to eat because we
were in the land of plenty. So, I wouldn't
call that hard times, really.
Q. Was slapping mosquitos and things Iike
that, I ask you. Did you have coal lamps?
A. We had wood stoves in the kitchen.
Big wood stoves in the kitchen.
Q. So, you cooked your meals there?
A. Our wood stove in the kitchen had a
big oven and it had to be big, my father
would step out the back door to the creek
and he would hear the ducks coming in in
the winter and he just lay down on the
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bank with his gun and shot into them and
knocked them down, 16 or maybe 18, how
ever many he could get with a shot. But
we had, all of us, to dress 'em. And my
mother would stuff them. Then everybody
had a piece or more.
Q. How did you preserve your food? Did
you smoke any of your food?
A. No.
Q. So, you had to eat that perishable food
right away or it was gone for good?
A. Right. Right.
Q. Now, you had a wood stove. What kind
of lighting did you have?
A. Lamps for lights.
Q. Was that coal oi I lamps?
A. Yes, old-fashioned kerosene lamps.
Q. Kerosene lamps? But, who would sell
kerosene, the man at the store?
A. The stores, evidently, must have car
ried kerosene.
Q. Later on, do you remember anyone that
had kerosene routes, who went around in
a truck and came by your house and
filled up your can? Did you ever have
anything like that here?
A. No. As near as I can remember, we
always went to the store for kerosene.
Q. That meant quite a few trips to the
store, unless you had a large can, I as
sume?
A. Yes.
Q. When did your husband die? Mr. War
ren. What year was that?
A. He died after Christmas in 1967.
Q. But before 1968.
A. Just about two days before 1968.
Q. And you've lived here 12 years by
yourself?
A. Yes.
Q. Now, are you going to move over to
the Masonic home in 5t. Petersburg?
A. Yes.
Q. The reason why you're going to the
Masonic home is because your husband
was very active in the Masonic Order?
A. Right.
Q. Were you involved in the ladies' side
of masonry?
A. Oh, yes. I'm a charter member and a
Iife member of the Pompano Chapter of
the Order of the Eastern Star.
Q. when you say you're a charter mem
ber, how far back do you go?
A. I think we were constituted in 1931.
Q. In one of the pictures you showed me,
you were sitting on the Woman's Club



U I rig porch. I bel ieve you said th i s was
takcn in 1912. You said that William Jen
r'l!ngs B ryan was here and del ivered the
rr essage the day the c Iu b bu i Iding was
cie(jicated?
I::.... ve s .
(~ That was some honor for Pompano to
qe t a rnan of his statu re, a world famous
n.an . r-10W did you manage that? Who had
lhe influence?
A. I presume that Mr. Flaql er had a lot to
do ith it because the trains came in from
Miami and Fort Pierce hauling anybody
that wanted to come to the speaking, and
carried them back the same day. And
there were a lot of people here that came
to hear William Jennings Bryan.
Q. Did you hear what he said? Did he
rna ke a big impression on you?
A. wel l , truthfully, my beau had come
down from Delray and he played in the
band. And I'm afraid that I was too in
terested in other things besides remem
bering what William Jennings Bryan said.
Q. That wasn't Mr. Warren, was it?
A. No.
Q. No? That was another beau? Do you
remernber who built the Woman's Club
building? Do you remember some of the
people involved in it?
A. "The Woman's Club built it.
Q. Can you mention some of the charter
rnernbers?
A. Since I've been looking through things

I had that Iittle book when I was a
member of it after I was married; it had
sorne of the old names in it. But, there
was Mrs . Smoa k, Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. Wyse,
Mr s . Har r v and I off-hand now I it's too
late for' me to remember all of them.
Q. viere you a charter mernber?
A. Oh , no. I didn't join 'til after I was
married.
Q. \Vas there ever a clique in Pompano?
By that I rnean the well-to-do here and
the poor people over there. Was there the
kind of feeling in Pompano that you had
the people who had the power, the influ
ence, and the big money farmers? Did
these stick together?
A. Not in the early days. Not in the ear
ly days. Later on through the years I some
of the farmers we r e lucky and became ve
ry successful and some did not becorne so
successful.
Q, j\r·,d SOrlie of those that beearne so suc
ce s f ul . .. Was Bud Lyons from here?
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A. Very successfu I. The Blount brothers
were very successful.
Q. And who else would you put in ... ?
A. Well I there were more than I can re
rnember right now.
Q. The McNab's, were they ... ?
A. The McNab's were very successful,
too. I'm about finished.
Q. we!l I I want to than k you Aunt Betty
warr-en. You've taken your time on this
cold day. I think the thermometer was 40°
this morning. And I we're sitting in your
kitchen before your stove. You're cooking
your lunch, aren't you? I can smell it and
it smell s very good here. I s there any
thing you want to say? That is, that you
wou Id like to have recorded on th i s tape?
A. I really don't have anything more to
say. It seems like live said an awful lot.
Q. Are you sad about leaving Pompano?
A. Naturally. 11m sad about breaking up
my house where I've been 54 years. Break
ing up a house is unbelievable.
Q. It's difficult. It's tough.
A. Especially when its permanent.
Q. It brings back a lot of memories of the
past, doesn't it?
A. Many of them.
Q. Thank you very much.

POST SCRIPT
After the tape was turned off, Mrs.War

ren volunteered the following bits of in
formation. The ship COPENHAGEN wrecked
off Pompano Beach when Mrs. Warren was
a young girl, about in the year 1902. The
crew brought ashore articles to sell. Her
father bought the ship's bell which was
so heavy it required two men to carry it.
Mr. Hardy hung the bell in his yard and
used it to call his sons in from the fields.
Later, it was stolen.

The present Pompano Park is the site of
the original Hardy home. Its location was
at SE 7 Street and 23 Avenue. The old
cemetery is the site of the first school
building.

For many years, Mrs. Warren's husband
farmed and, in addition, operated a gro
ceryl store when they were married. Later
he travelled for a wholesale grocery com
pany before opening a farmers supply
business I which he sold after a few
years. Subsequently, he went to wor-k for
the Agricultural Department of the State
of Florida and, upon quitting this posi
tion, he retired.
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