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HISTORY IS WHERE YOU FIND IT 
By Charlton W. Tebeau 

A professional historian who had written sev
eral books on Florida subjects lamented, ''The 
well has run dry. There are no more subjects." A 
college student curious about a subject in local 
history went to the card catalogue in the library, 
found nothing under that title, concluded further 
search would be futile and abandoned it. A teacher 
searching frantically for class paper topics for 
which materials were available drew almost a 
complete blank. There simply was not anything to 
be suggested or assigned. A college graduate, 
perhaps the holder of a graduate degree, accus
tomed to great archival and library resour ,, but 
deprived of them when he leaves the u ersity, 
finds the wellspring of historical curiosity and 
creativeness drying up for lack of sustenance. 

None of this need be true. Another student, 
teacher, researcher, scholar, author, or ordinary 
but inquiring citizen finding himself in a new sit
uation begins to exploit whatever is there. The 
newcomer is always at an advantage over the long
time resident to whom the community large or 
small is a familiar story. The recent arrival is 
curious about what he sees and hears and he 
begins to ask questions. Soon there is a story 
whether or not it ever is written; the potential for 
history is there. 

Poverty of mind and imagination arise first 
from a too limited definition of history which 
excludes anything not considered significant, not 
documented in traditional references. Others may 
never think of history as anything outside books 
and documents assigned in classes as textbooks or 
library references. Contrast that with James 
Harvey Robinson's definition of history as 
everything man ·has ever said, thought, or done. 
He did not require that the person, the word, or 
the act be important or have any measurable effect 
on the course of human history. 

This poverty also arises from lack of curiosity 
about people and their doings. There is rather 
general agreement among the critics of modern 
historical writing that people have disappeared 
from it, that vaguely defined but powerful econ-

POVERTY OF MIND AND 
IMAGINATION ARISE FIRST 
FROM A TOO LIMITED 
DEFINITION OF HISTORY 
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Charlton W. Tebeau, Ph.D., is professor emeritus 
at the University of Miami and the author of six 
books on Florida history, including the three vol
ume work, Florida: From Indian Trail to Space 
Age (1966). This article is reprinted with permis
sion from The Carrell, volume 8 (1967). 



omic and social forces or determinants beyond the 
control of the individual account for all human be
havior, make up the subject matter of history. I 
think that I am first of all interested in people and 
that this interest finds an outlet in history, par
ticularly in local history. History is more than in
formation. It is the meaningful story of people in 
action. 

History Written Backward 

It may very well be true that history has been 
written backward in most instances. The general 
history has been written first. The earliest effort at 
state history is likely to read much like the national 
history with the rest of the country left out. Only as 
more local studies are made can meaningful state 
history be written. The same may be said of the 
regional history. The first textbook history of the 
south, by W. B. Hesseltine (A History of the 
South, New York, 1936), differed little from the 
history of the nation except that other regions 
were left out of it. Subsequently, when more re
search had been done at the local and state level, 
Hesseltine, with co-author David K. Smiley, 
brought out new and improved editions in 1943 
and 1960. The same development may be ob
served in the successive editions of Francis Butler 
Simkins, History of the South, (New York, 1947, 
1953, and 1963). 

The attractiveness and value of the Rivers of 
America and the Lakes of America series lies in 
local color and human interest. Alfred Jackson and 
KathrynAbbey Hanna did an excellent book in the 
Lakes series on Lake Okeechobee, Wellspring of 
the Everglades. Lawrence E. Will of Belle Glade 
had lived and worked on and around Lake Okee
chobee for a half century. He had collected notes 
and photographs on all stages of development 
since the first efforts to reclaim Everglades land 
there. What should he do with it? What could he 
do with it? When I suggested that he write a his
tory of Lake Okeechobee and the surrounding 
area, he replied that the Hannas had already writ
ten the book. I urged that he write the book behind 
the book they had written. He started out to write 
an article on the 1928 hurricane that grew into a 
small book. A Cracker History of Lake Okeechobee 
and two smaller volumes followed. At seventy
three he is not running out of subjects and 
material, he  is running out of time. He has moved 
out on the prairie to do a book on the open range 
cattle industry. 

This poverty arises too from failure to recog
nize the sources of history when one sees them. 
They need not be in the form of documents with a 
government imprint on them, nor books with a re
putable publishers's imprint. There are archaeo
logical, literary, photographic, and oral sources 
around in overwhelming abundance. 
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A local case in point: we have only begun to 
learn about the aboriginal Indians in South Florida 
who left no written record. Nor do we have ade
quate accounts of their lives by discoverers and 
early visitors. Yet we have a better knowledge of 
their life than we do of that of early white settlers. 
Archaeologists and anthropologists learn it from 
the artifacts they left behind in kitchen middens, 
ceremonial mounds, burial mounds, and refuse 
heaps of any kind. These Indians lived an almost 
completely self-sufficient life in isolation from all 
other people. Nature was bountiful in some things 
and stingy in others. Of food there was plenty. 
They could live the year around without planting 
anything or migrating with seasonal changes. On 
the other hand there was no metal or hard stone. 
Hence they used bones, shells, and vegetable fi
bers for buildings, tools, weapons, and orna
ments. Investigations, collections, and interpreta
tions are only now being made. These subjects can 
be studied at only a few of our colleges and uni
verstttes. There is a wealth of material at our 
doorstep, particularly in the Everglades National 
Park. 

It is too easy to assume that there are not lit
erary records of frontier life. The first settlers are 
not likely to write much and much of that little will 
be lost. Yet there are surprising exceptions. I did a 
small book on one of the Ten Thousand Islands 
that has been inhabited since the middle of the last 
century. Charles G. McKenny, a better than 
usually educated man for such a venture, moved 
there and wrote a weekly column for the Fort 
Myers Press with some regularity until his death 
in 1926. Adolphus Santini came to the island at 
about the same time and kept a diary with daily 
entries until he moved away in 1899. Each day he 
reported on the wind, direction and velocity, and 
the weather, important items to farmers and oper
ators of sail boats. The material is tediou·sly re
petitious, but few communities in the United 
States have their complete history so well docu
mented. To round out the story, Charles S. Small
wood, who came to the island in 1906, later wrote a 
narrative account of his experiences there. The 
real point of this story for us is that people, 
thinking only of conventional sources in the usual 
places for them, might easily have missed these, 
and they might more easily have been lost and 
never come to anybody's attention. 

Forgotten Sources 

Other documentary sources are more obvious, 
but sometimes forgotten. Abstracts of title often 
provide important clues as to dates of settlement 
as well as to names of settlers. Surveyors' field 
notes are sometimes more than descriptions of 



metes and bounds. They may describe the soil, 
timber, wtldlife, or other natural features, or men
tion an abandoned clearing or homesite. The min
utes of school boards and county commissioners 
frequently tell us things about the social life of the 
community. In the 1880's, the school board of Lee 
County, Florida, charged a teacher with working 
in his garden on Sunday. His defense was not the 
assertion of his right to do so, but a denial that he 
had been weeding the tomatoes. He was only 
walking through the garden, but promised, there
after, to refrain from even the appearance of such 
deadly evil. Deeds, wills, baptismal, marriage, 
birth and death records, and tombstone inscrip
tions all provide the bits and pieces that make up 
local history. 

Photographs, possible only in the last cen
tury, have great value. They tell a story often bet
ter than words. They are an open sesame almost 
anywhere when a researcher is seeking inter
views. It is not from the pioneer settlers on the 
lower west coast of the Florida peninsula that one 
gets them, but from visiting yachtsmen, hunters, 
and fishermen who undoubtedly gave the subjects 
copies which they have since lost. The great 
tragedy is that too often the photographs are not 
dated and subjects not identified. 

Various well-endowed, oral history projects 
are another measure of what may be done in the 
collection of sources. There is nothing new about 
this, but techniques such as electronic recorders 
make it much easier. A century ago Hubert Howe 
Bancroft sent interviewers out to gather written 
and oral records of pioneer settlers in the Rocky 
Mountains and Pacific Coast states while first set
tlers were still there. He thereby saved a priceless 
record for the Bancroft Library at the University of 
California. Interviewing is no simple task. I am 
frequently asked why we do not send new grad
uate students out to interview pioneers. To begin 
with, an interviewer must know amost as much 
about the subject as does his informant. He must 
know what questions to ask, how to evaluate 
what he hears, and when to follow up leads. No 
questionaire has ever been devised that will cover 
all possibilities that may arise. 

There is a vast amount of folklore and sheer 
fantasy in what one hears, and memory is not re
liable. I have concluded that all fishing and hunt
ing guides, like the conductors of tours, come to 
believe the stories they tell. They probably de
velop this skill to entertain clients when the 
weather is bad, fish don't bite, and game cannot 
be found. The priceless value of the interview lies 
in the leads which can be followed and in the in
sights into information gathered from other 
sources. 
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I submit that local history is the best labora
tory in which to learn the historians' craft. It can 
be done at any grade level. It actually involves a 
greater variety of skills than is likely to be required 
of the professional historian writing of larger 
events. I learned this lesson by experience long 
after I had completed my formal education in his
torical method in graduate school. When I started 
the study of Collier County, the second largest in 
area in the state, it had less than five thousand in
habitants. I wondered what I would write about to 
make a book-len�th story. I felt compelled to delve 
into Indian background, which produced four of 
the most valuable chapters in the book.Study of 
Indians forcibly brought to my attention the inti
mate relation between them and the natural en
vironment. So, working backward, I found the 
starting point in the knowledge of the physical 
features and the human uses of the natural 
resources. 

In terms of skills this meant geology, geo
graphy, and biology. The next involvement was in 
archaeology and anthropology, the story of primi
tive man learned through the artifacts he left. Fi
nally, since several language groups were 
involved in the white man's discovery, explora
tion, and settlement, it became desirable to know 
French and Spanish sources. Because place names 
are frequently a garbling of two or more lan
guages, the sfudy of their origins is a fascinating 
subject. If we knew the true origin of all place 
names the extent and sureness of our knowledge 
would be vastly increased. It might reveal such 
gems as Green River Swamp named for a pile of 
Green River Bourbon bottles left by a club which 
had a hunting camp on the edge of the swamp. 

Many Needed 
The organization of the American Association 

for State and Local History and its activities, and 
the growing number of local and county historical 
societies and museums engaged in the collection, 
preservation and use of these scattered and too of
ten overlooked materials, attest to the growing 
importance of local history and its sources. This 
new interest in local history may arise from an in
creasingly mobile and uprooted people searching 
for identity in the grass roots of their adopted 
communities. 

The moral for us is obvious. Scarcely any 
record of human activity, whatever its form and 
condition, may be rejected or discarded. It will 
have value for some questioning student at some 
time. 



PROBLEMS WITH PICTURES 

By Marjorie D. Patterson 

"I suppose I'll just throw this picture away. ·' 

"Why?" 
''It's so faded; you can hardly recognize 

anyone in it. I do hate to throw it out because it is 
the only one I have of Grandpa Moses. It's no good 
like it is. My grandchildren won't even know how 
he looked. '' 

''Who's that with him?'' 
"Don't you recognize me? Wasn't I a cute 

baby?'' 
"Well, I certainly wouldn't throw it away if it 

were mine. Have a copy made." 
"A copy? How? It's too faded. " 
''No, it isn't. Cameras can see better than 

people. " 

Copies of old photographs are possible. Many 
times they will look even better than the original. 
Is the photograph important enough to you to 
spend about ten dollars, or even less? 

There are a number of local photographic lab
oratories which do custom work. A negative can be 
made from the original picture, and as many 
copies can be printed as one wishes. Special film, 
coupled with the use of fllters on the camera, will 
produce a new negative. 

Much of the yellowing or fading in the 
original picture can be eliminated. The dark areas 
of the picture are made darker and the light are 
brighter. In photographic lingo, the better the 
contrast the better the copy will be. The type of 
paper on which the picture is printed can further 
enhance the contrast. 

There is no retouching of the original picture 
or negative. That is an expensive hand operation. 
The "manipulation" is simply the result of jug
gling the film, filters, and development process. 

The price for a print, made from the new 
negative, depends on the size one wants. The 
larger the print, the greater the cost. The advice of 
the laboratory should be sought before deciding 
on the print size. Sometimes the original picture is 
not sharp enough to make a satisfactory enlarge-
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A critical problem with all pictures is identification 

Marjorie D. Patterson is the executive director of 
the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society and a long· 
time resident of the city. Her archival work has 
won praise from many fellow professionals. 

ment greater in size than the original. The 
laboratory will suggest the best size for the most 
satisfying result. 

A fifty year-old photograph from the estate of Mrs. Ivy 
Stranahan has turned yellow with age. 



This is Mrs. Stranahan's photograph after copying . A clear black and white copy will remain usable long after the original 

has faded away. 
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Another possibility for doing this type of work 
is the camera-buff friend who has a darkroom. 
Some photographers are eager to improve their 
techniques. They will gladly copy your picture, at 
cost, to gain experience working in this specialized 
field of photography. 

Check with your favorite camera shop. They 
can have copies of old photographs made on a 
routine (non-custom) basis. In such instances, the 
cost of a new negative and print should be less 
than five dollars. 

"That's an interesting picture. Who are those 
people?'' 

''Gee, I wish I could remember. The only one 
I recognize is Aunt Jennie. She is on the left. I 
wish I had written down the names when Mother 
told me about them. Give me that pen -I'll write 
Aunt Jennie's name on the picture right now!" 

" Wait a minute! Don't write the name on the 
picture itself '' 

"O.K. I'll write it on the back. There are so 
many in this picture, I'll just put a number on her 
to show which one she is. '' 

"I've a better idea than that. Let's take the 
picture with us when we go to lunch. We'll stop at 
the shopping center and make a copy on the 
copying machine there. '' 

"Why?" 
You can put numbers on each individual on 

the photo copy and then write the names opposite 
the numbers along the side. Isn't your mother 
coming next week?'' 

"Yes-why?" 
'' When she comes you can ask her to identify 

everyone in the picture and write them on the 
sheet. That way, the picture won't be all messed 
up if you decide you want to make a new negative 
and print before it fades any more. '' 

"That's not a bad idea. Where did you get 
such an idea?' ' 

·'I was at the Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society last week. When I was looking at some of 
the pictures there, I found out the way it is done 
there. The Society has thousands of pictures. '' 

''I suppose they know who all the people are, 
too. '' 

''Oh, no! Lots of people have given pictures to 
the Society over the years. Many times not a single 
person in the picture is identified. The people who 
work there now don't know the people, and the 
people who gave the pictures aren't around any 
more. They have group pictures in which not one 
person is identified. Sometimes the occasion when 
the picture was made is written on it, but many 
times not even that information is known, nor the 
date.'' 

''That sounds like my pictures. '' 

9 

''It does. I looked at one picture. All it said 
was, 'Your loving niece. ' " 

''Since you learned so much up there, how 
should I keep my pictures?" 

"Well, for one thing, I learned the kind of 
scrapbook not to use. Remember the scrapbooks 
with pages of black paper?'' 

"Yes, I do. In fact, I have a couple of them. 
What's wrong with them?" 

''That type of black paper has a very, very 
high acid content. The acid in the paper will, in 
time, eat right into the picture itself The glue 
causes as much of a problem as the paper. '' 

"You bring all sorts of cheerful news!" 
Pictures do create problems. The Fort 

Lauderdale Historical Society has one excellent 
collection of pictures of early farming activities in 
and around Fort Lauderdale, each one glued to 
black construction-type paper. The best method of 
preservation will be to have a new negative made 
from each picture. The negative will then be 
placed in an acid-free envelope. 

This fine photograph has no identification, thus reducing its 
value to a researcher. The India.n at the far left is thought to be 
Shirt-tail Charlie. 
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Another type of envelope is available which 
offers protection, but not to the same degree. Lo
cal camera stores carry "glassine" envelopes for 
five or ten cents each. These are available in 
various sizes. Many photographs are being placed 
in glassine containers to keep the pictures from 
being scratched. When a copy of a picture is 
needed, a negative will be made then and given 
the protection of an acid-free envelope. 

A critical problem on all pictures is identifi
cation - the names of the people, the date, the 
event, the place! Today, much is heard about the 
"need for identity." Certainly this applies to 
photographic records. 

Recently a lady brought a photograph to the 
Historical Society. The comment was offered that 
it was good to receive one with each person's 
name shown. The lady replied: "I wouldn't dream 
of giving you a picture without telling you ALL 
about it. ' '  

Such attitudes lessen the problems with 
pictures! 
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Once in a great while a photograph is completely identified. This one has the names of all the Seminole women written on the 

back, as well as informat:J.on about the time and place where it was taken. 
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A REVISIT TO A LIGHTKEEPER'S 

HOME 

It was an isolated place where the kids would dash 
to the flagpole to dip the insigne in salute when a 
yacht or ship passed the lighthouse station and re
ceived a returning toot. The air was clean, the 
water cyrstal clear, game and fish sufficient to 
feed the families, remote, but not a ''lonely place'' 
as some people may believe. 

By Hibbard Casselberry, Jr. 

Driving north on AlA from Pompano Beach to 
the Hillsboro Inlet and the lighthouse station on its 
north shore, three daughters of former lighthouse 
keepers remembered that the road was not always 
so smooth nor congested. Zora Isler Saxon, sitting 
next to her younger sister, Ruth Isler Hedden, 
said, "Part of it was an awful road, with sharp 
white gravel." 

Mary Knight Voss remembered, "The Beach 
Road (Atlantic Blvd. J in the early 1920s was only a 
gravel road to the beach area and the road north 
( A l A) was a rutted sand road that ended here at 
the inlet.'' 

At that moment the car rolled over the mod
ern bridge spanning the inlet and was soon on the 
lighthouse property. As the three ladies stepped 
out of the car, more memories of early childhood 
on these very grounds and stories of even earlier 
days in south Florida became more vivid. 

Three daughters of former lighthouse keepers return to 
the station for a visit in 1976. They are, from left to 
right, Ruth Isler Hedden, Mary Knight Voss, and Zora 
Isler Saxon. 

Hibbard Casselberry, Jr., is an architectural de
signer and planner, a certified building inspector, 
and a construction specification writer. He has 
served as editor for several trade publications and 
has written extensively on genealogy. 

In the late 1800s, the south part of Florida's 
peninsula was very sparsely populated. As the 
widely scattered settlements grew, better trade 
routes were developed. What we now know as the 
Intracoastal Waterway was the Florida Coast Line 
Canal, completed to Biscayne Bay in 1890. The 
only other route south was a nine foot wide rock 
road inland for foot and cart travel connecting the 
settlements of Jupiter and Fort Lauderdale. 



The Great Freeze of 1894-1895, when north
central Florida lost trees and vegetable crops, led 
to the development of southern Florida. Mr. Flag
ler extended his Florida East Coast Railroad to the 
Biscayne Bay area and in 1906 the state began 
draining the swampland in the Fort Lauderdale 
area. This land soon became one of Florida's rich
est agricultural regions. 

With this gradual shift of the State's 
population, the Federal Lighthouse Board re· 
ceived funds from Congress to construct a 
lighthouse near the Hillsboro lnlet. 

This site was picked for two reasons. First, it 
was a great distance between Jupiter and Cape 
Florida, the two existing lights. Ships coming from 
the Bahamas and missing the Jupiter light would 
have another guiding light. Second, this was a 
dangerous reef area. Ships traveling south would 
hug the shore line in an effort to keep out of the 
north-flowing currents of the Gulf Stream. 
Because of a reef just south of the Hillsboro Inlet, 
south bound ships had to change course, going 
further east to keep in navigahle deep water. 

Lighthouse Family 

In the spring of 1907, Alfred A. Berghill was. 
appointed lighthouse keeper of the new light. He 
was succeeded on August 1, 1911, by Thomas 
Knight who represented the third generation of 
lighthouse keepers in his family. His grandfather 
was Captain Mills Olcott Burnham, a Vermont 
Yankee, who had come to Duval County in 1837. A 
powerful man, he became sheriff of the newly or
ganized county and later was sent on to the legis
lature. In 1853 Burnham was named keeper of 
Cape Canaveral Lighthouse, a brick tower built six 
years earlier. Thomas Knight's father was also a 
keeper of the same light until his death when 
Thomas was thirteen. Six years later, in 1898, 
Thomas became assistant lighthouse keeper of the 
Cape Canaveral light. 
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From left to right, Keeper Thomas Knight, wife 
Fannie Gray Knight, two of their children, Burnham 
and Ellis, and Mrs. Knight's parents. 
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Mr. Knight brought his wife, Fannie Gray 
Knignt, and their four children - Burnham Gray, 
Ellis Moore, Rich.ard D., and Mary E. - to the 
peaceful remote station called Hillsboro Inlet. 

As tne three ladies walked around the 
grounds reflecting on the past, they made note of 
the changing landscape. The lighthouse station 
was on one of the several finger-like islands, each 
isolated from the mainland by a continuous strip of 
mangrove. In those days a round trip through the 
mangrove to Deerfield by row boat took most of 
the day. 

�- -d .. 

The lighthouse and the brick oil shed, circa 1914 . 

There were three lightkeepers' houses on the 
grounds, neatly lined up just north of the 
lighthouse and the brick oil-storage house west of 
{he tower. Each one-and-a-halt' story keeper's 
house had a nearby kitchen on the north side, con
nected to the house by an open-roofed breezeway. 

Ill Ill 0 > 
II: 
> [1: c( � 



·-- -· -·--

SCALE 
'"�Y f " 

,.. 
.I 

l. 

.. 

Hn.L. ••oR� ��=-:r.,OH? STAT I_. f'a. 0" Ill!> A 
tcALe -40ft • I llf<" 

).p,,..OVU> hpt M . ., .. 

0 1 

� 

0 

13 

s 

I 

' 
\ 

\ 
- \ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

"Z. ' 

r I ... 

.. 

""' 

I . 
I 

I 
, 
, ' 

t 
� 
'< 

I 
I 

� i \ J 
I 
. ... I� 
I 
I 
' 
' 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
' 
' 
, 

u 

.... 

� 

� 
� 

" 

1-. 

� 



On each breezeway, hanging in the shadow, 
was a screen cage where the oleo and other 
perishables were kept between mealtimes. The 
breeze kept the insects away and the supplies cool. 
Oleo came white with a packet of coloring. To 
make it look like butter, the two were mixed 
together in a bowl before putting a lid on it and 
storing it in the wire cage. 

The house, breezeway, and kitchen were 
elevated on sturdy brick piers. The roof collected 
rainwater which was stored in a cistern under the 
breezeway near the kitchen. The kitchen sink had 
a pitcher pump along side of it that lifted the water 
up from the cistern with each stroke. Originally, 
the kitchen had a cooking fireplace on the north 
wall, with closet storage on each side of it. Later 
the fireplace front was closed and a kerosene 
burning stove sat in front of it. 

"Because we swam so much," said Mrs. 
Voss, "we did not take baths very often. When we 
did, usually in the winter, the water was heated on 
the stove and poured into a tin tub in the middle of 
the kitchen floor. We girls would laugh and giggle 
a lot as we took our bath together.'' 

North of each kitchen was a separate storage 
building, built close to the ground. Before the 
1930s there were two-hole privies on the back of 
each storage building. The two holes were side-by
side, one large for adults and the other smaller for 
the youngsters. 

The families at the station grew some of their 
own vegetables. Their diet also included salted 
pork, beef, fish and fresh turtle meat. On the 
mainland deer and other game were plentiful, but 
as the land was cleared for farming, the animals 
retreated farther into the remaining undeveloped 
grasslands and forests. Occasionally a Seminole 
hunting or fishing party came by boat to the 
station. 

"Like the Indians and other isolated settlers, 
our fathers only killed what we needed for food," 
said Mrs. Voss. "He really enjoyed the duck 
hunting." 

Farmer's Market 

In 1911, Florida's Governor Gilchrist and the 
State Cabinet inaugurated the construction of the 
Hillsboro Canal. It linked Lake Okeechobee to the 
small farming community of Deerfield and the 
Coastal Canal. Deerfield had two general stores 
and a population of approximately 250. Pineap
ples, beans, peppers, tomatoes, and other winter 
vegetables were raised. When the crops became 
too ripe to be shipped to the northern markets, the 
ladies would pickle or preserve them in glass jars. 
The lightkeepers' wives would trade their de-
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licious homemade sea grape jelly to the farm 
families for a share of the pickle-and-preserving 
crop. Mrs. Voss remembered the family taking 
their boat up the Hillsboro River and Canal to 
Deerfield to get the fresh vegetables and to shop 
at the little general store (on Dixie Highway) for 
white oleo, flour, staples, yard cloth, and personal 
supplies. 

"It was an all day trip, an excursion that the 
children looked forward to each time." 

"We children had to entertain ourselves," 
continued Mrs. Voss. "We learned to swim at an 
early age. We were in the water continually. We 
all had learned how to row a boat. We'd go up and 
down the canal - you know how kids are - al
ways exploring. We'd walk for miles on the beach 
picking up shells, then do more swimming. Sun
day afternoons some of the young people inland 
would row their boats to the island or to the inlet 
for picnicking on the beach or fishing in the 
beautiful, clear water." 

The children at the lighthouse station did 
have to go to school. "If there were nine 
children," continued Mrs. Voss, "the government 
would build a school and hire a teacher. Our first 
one was a Miss Emma Hoff from Indiana. She 
stayed with us. One of the three storage houses 
was converted to the school house. One of the men 
at the station was handy as a carpenter, so he built 
the desks. Some of the other students were from 
pioneer farmer and fishermen homes in this 
isolated area. John King lived on an island across 
from the light, and he went to school with us." 

In those early days it took three men to 
operate the station. Their main task was keeping 
the beacon's light signal revolving from one hour 
before dusk to one hour after sun-up. The 
kerosene lamp had to burn clean and the large, 
heavy lens unit had to be rotated uniformly. The 
machinery for the lens rotation originally was 
powered by a weight hanging in the tube that went 
up through the watch room and connected to a 
steel drum and gears to the lens housing contain
ing mercury. It would take approximately one-half 
hour for the weight to reach the bottom of the tube 
at which time the lightkeeper would insert a crank 
and wind it up again. 

• 

''Usually the night was divided into two 
shifts," explained Mrs. Voss. "The third man 
would have a full night's rest." 

Once or twice each year the schooner 
Cypress, out of Charleston, South Carolina, would 
anchor off shore and send in a shallow-draft boat 
to the station bringing supplies of kerosene, mops, 
paint, first-aid medicine, and the like. The buoy 
tender Water Lilly, traveling the inland canals, 
also brought some supplies. 
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Around 1912, on a dark, clear-weather night, 
the four-masted schooner, Alice Holbrook, with a 
load of cement, got too close to shore and piled up 
on the reef. The ship's master, Captain Ellis,. 
stayed with the Knights for several weeks hoping 
to salvage his ship. He was unsuccessful. The ship 
broke up with the pounding waves. 
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The four-mastered schooner, Alice Holbrook, ran aground 
on the reef south of the Hillsboro Inlet in 1913. It was 
eventually destroyed by the surf. 

About the same time, Pompano built a 
wooden bridge across the coastal canal. The 
bridge was a swing-type to let boats pass. To oper
ate it, the bridge tender had to walk in a circle with 
a big key, turning the gears to swing the bridge 
open or closed. The road east of the bridge was 
a sandy, rutted trail that only went a quarter mile 
or so. The white sandy beach attracted both the 
visitors from the north and local people. Deerfield 
was a "late bloomer;" it's bridge across the 
coastal canal was not built until 1917. 

World War I brought a number of changes to 
lighthouse life. Mrs. Voss recalled, "One of my 
father's friends who lived north of Palm Beach was 
a skipper of one of the Coast Guard's 64 foot 
cutters that patrolled along the Atlantic coast. 
Several times he brought his vessel up to the sta
tion's wharf. The inlet's channel was much deeper 
than it is now. The water was clean and clear so 
one could see the bottom and any obstructions. 
One of our storage buildings was converted into a 
barracks for the U.S. Coast Guard Beach Patrol. 
They communicated by semaphore (flag waving or 
beamed light). Four signalmen were always sta
tioned here during World War I." 

Occasionally a United States Navy seaplane 
would land in the interior of the inlet where the 
bridge is today. The pilot would taxi up to the 
beach next to the marine rail and boat house. 

IS 

Jupiter station was the area's hub of com
munication. During World War I, ships passing 
the Jupiter Inlet Naval Wireless Station were re
quired to maintain radio silence, but a platform 
was built on the weather bureau house and a sig
nalman was stationed there with flags. Each ship 
was required to stop and give her name and desti
nation. This was necessarily slow business and 
often several ships could be seen circling the buoy 
in the ocean off the inlet, awaiting their turn. 

Mrs.Saxon and Mrs. Hedden's father, J.B. 
Isler, came to Hlllsboro Inlet Station as assistant 
lightkeeper in 1920. He brought his wife, Mary 
Louise Isler, daughters Zora and Irene, and a son, 
Luther B. with him. A daughter, Ruth, and son 
George were born in their home at Hillsboro Inlet 
Lightstation. Thomas Knight and J .B. Isler 
worked together through the "bootleg era of the 
1920s an<l into tne populatlon explosion ot tne 
1930s." 

A U.S. Navy seaplane, the Seagull, often landed in the 
inlet. This photograph was taken in 1915. 
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A Documentary Account 

SKIRMISH AT PINE ISLAND 

An officer's letter and a Charleston 
newspaper article recount the 
legendary 1838 battle 

Edited and introduced by Broward County Historian 
Cooper Kirk 

In March 1838 Broward County, then part of Dade County, was the scene of the largest concen
tration of United States troops and sailors south of Lake Okeechobee during the entire Second Semi
nole Indian War (1835-1842). At Pine Island in western Broward County on March 22, six-hundred 
military men under Lieutenant-Colonel James A. Bankhead, Third Artillery, United States Army, 
engaged in an intense, but indecisive battle with a reputed 50-100 Indian warriors under the leader
ship of the renown Micasukey Indian leader, Sam Jones. 

Though the Indians escaped, the skirmish had several important results. Colonel Bankhead suc
ceeded in driving the Seminoles deep into the Everglades. Indications are he pursued them half-way 
across the terra incognita known as "Pai-hai-o-kee" or "Everglades." He captured all their food 
processing equipment, canoes and ammunition, thus considerably weakening the Indians' ability to 
survive except in small, disorganized groups. The skirmish and Bankhead's pursuit proved to the In
dians that the Americans had both the ability and determination to penetrate the Everglades. Until 
then, the Indians had taunted the military with the boast of their invincibility in the Everglades, a 
forbidden land which the military dared not penetrate. 

The first account which follows is Colonel Bankhead's official account of the Pine Island 
skirmish, and his recommendations for further action and the disposition of the troops. He sent his 
despatch to Major-General Thomas S. Jesup, commander of all the military forces in Florida, then at 
Fort Jupiter, forty-five miles from New River. 

The second account is from Captain N .B. Sisson of the schooner Exit. He apparently received his 
information from Army Lieutenant Edward C. Ross, a participant in the skirmish. It appeared in the 
Charleston Courier, April 16, 1838, and was subsequently reprinted in the Army and Navy Chronicle, 
Volume VI, pp. 268-269. 

The map entitled "Chart of the S. Western Extremity of Florida " was drawn in 1841 by the 
United States military forces and reflects the extensive operations these forces had conducted in the 
Everglades up to that time. 
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General, 

Fort Lauderdale, Compte Hatchee 
March 25, 1838 

In my last communication to you of the 20th instant, which I sent by the Indians who brought 
your dispatches of the 16th to me, and of which I now send a duplicate, I informed you that "I had 
sent my Indian runner out on the 18th instant to Coacoochee, Aligator, and the other chiefs to say that 
I would meet them at this post, and should expect to see them in the course of four days." On 
Tuesday afternoon the 20th instant my messenger returned, and reported to me that all the Indians 
had gone off, except two men whom he met, who informed him that the Indians had declined to come 
in, as they were unwilling to emigrate, and thought it useless to have any talk with me. Immediately 
upon receiving this intelligence I sent a reconnoitering party in boats up the north fork of this river, 
and a mounted party in this direction, from which I ascertained that a large trail from the north had 
crossed that fork, evidently leading from that swamp where I had supposed the Indians were. 

Early on Wednesday morning I embarked all the troops on board the steamer Isis and the boats 
of Captain Powell's command, except one company of Volunteers which was left here for security of 
this post, and two mounted companies, which were sent round by the Ford, to meet me on the trail, 
and ascended the south fork of the river as far as the steamer could go, where I sent a few row boats 
on to see if the trail had crossed that fork. The row boats ascended to the Everglades without seeing 
any trail leading south. It was evident then that the Indians were either between the two forks of the 
river or had gone west. I therefore during the night had the boats of Captain Powell' s command 
hauled about a mile over to the Everglades and at daylight on Thursday morning moved with all my 
command to follow that trail where ever it might lead to - at 10 o'clock A.M. we found the trail going 
into the Everglades in a northwestern direction; had the ammunition and accoutrements of the men 
placed in the boats, and their knapsacks deposited in a little cocoaplum island, and plunged into the 
Everglades determined to pursue the enemy until they were overtaken, or as long as the troops could 
advance. 

. I ascertained that a large trail from the 
north had crossed that fork, evidently leading 
from that swamp where I had supposed the 
Indians were. 

After marching and pushing the boats along for some hours, with the men generally up to their 
waist in mud and water, with thick sawgrass frequently up to their armpits, and often so bogged as to 
require assistance to help them out, we approached an island called pine Island at 5 o'clock P.M. 
where from the smoke seen it was apparent that the Indians were, I halted in about five or six 
hundred yards of the north point of the island, when the men resumed their arms and accoutrements. 

I then advanced a company commanded by Lt. Warnus towards the island to see if there were 
any Indians on it, and as they had professed an unwillingness to commit any act of hostility, and as 
the truce still existed as I supposed, I determined to offer peaceable terms to them, and showed the 
white flag, which they fired on and commenced yelling. Believing that all the Indians who had been in 
this vicinity were on this Island, with their women and children, I anticipated a complete victory, and 
made with all haste my arrangements to attack them. For this purpose I ordered the boats round with 
Captain Powell' s command to .the west side of the Hammock, which at the north point of the Island 
appeared dense and from which the Indians had fired; and a Battalion consisting of five companies of 
regular troops and two of Volunteers, under the command of Brevet Major Kirby, to the east side of 
the Island, with directions to advance until he could get into the rear of the Indians; and with two 
companies of the 4th Artillery as a reserve I advanced toward the Island to give aid to either portion of 
the forces on the east or west side that might require it. These detachments advanced very steadily 
and in good order, but with the utmost difficulty to move thro' the mud and high sawgrass encum
h<>rt'd with their arms and accoutrements. The enemy continued to fire at long distances without' its 
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being returned as I directed, till it could be done with effect, and no gun from us was fired except a 4-
pounder in one of the boats of the 1st Artillery in advance commanded by Lieut. Magruder, which 
was discharged four or five times, and dislodged the Indians from the tops of the trees from which 
positions they had been firing. As soon as Major Kirby had advanced so as to penetrate to the east 
and to flank the hammock he formed his men into line and charged to the island. And the boats mov
ing up at the same time on the other side when the enemy broke and fled. They were pursued on the 
island by Kirby's Battalion for a mile or two, when further pursuit was stopped by the darkness of the 
night. 

After marching and pushing the boats along for 
some hours, with the men generally up to their 
waist in mud and water, with thick sawgrass 
frequently up to their armpits, and often so 
bogged as to require assistance to help them 
out, we approached an island called pine Island 
at 5 o 'clock P.M. wherefrom the smoke seen it 
was apparent that the Indians were . . . 

We then occupied their camp by the fires they had kindled and found in their precipitate flight 
they had left everything but their rifles behind - All their provisions, cooking utensils, machines for 
making compte' (coonti), packs with their clothing, and cowskins were left - with also a quantity of 
lead, and several pounds of powder in cannisters. At daylight the next morning (yesterday) I pushed 
Kirby's Battalion forward on the Island and moved west with the boats until we reached the south 
end of it. The trails of the Indians from the Island were to the west. And after pursuing them for sev
eral hours, without the remotest probability of their being overtaken by our exhausted troops, I de
termined at 10 o'clock A.M. to retrace my steps from the position, certain that if I advanced any 
further, the troops would be unable to return or to find a place to rest upon, and we had only 
provisions for the day left, having taken four days rations in the Haversacks. We reached the steam
boat which had remained up the river with provisions aboard and returned to this camp late last 
evening, with the troops completely exhausted. Several of the men who could not keep up with the 
column in marching from the everglade to the steamboat did not get in until near 4 o' clock this 
morning and just as I had ordered out a company of mounted men to go out to look for them. 

Thus, General, I have executed the orders I received with all the energy and promptitude in my 
power. I have penetrated the Everglades for eighteen or twenty miles, and have performed a move
ment that would seem almost incredible to anyone who had any knowledge of the character of the 
everglades. I believe that I have driven all the hostile Indians from this section of the Territory, and 
that it now only remains for me to comply with the order I received from Brig.-General Eustis, in the 
words: "As soon as you have accomplished the object of these instructions you will proceed, with all 
convenient speed, to Black Creek, and there report to me for further orders." 

It gives me pleasure to add that I have received prompt and efficient aid from Captain Powell and 
the officers of the Navy who have cooperated with me, and, unsJer my orders, with cheerfulness and 
alacrity. The officers of the army have manifested the utmost anxiety to accomplish the object of the 
expedition entrusted to my direction, and I have never witnessed, under such exposure and fatigue, a 
better spirit and more patience than the soldiers manifested. The Tennessee Volunteers under Major 
Lauderdale have conducted themselves in the most satisfactory manner. 

In the event of any necessity to maintain a post in this part of the Territory, I think that Cape Bis
cayne woufd b e  tlie most eligible position. It would be attended with great inconvenience to keep up 
this post. The difficulty of approach by water on the Bar would sometimes be insurmountable. That 
on the Miami would be useless with a post on the Cage, and the only object for a post there would be 
to give protection to the Lighthouse, which is important to the commerce of the country. There is no 
other interest in this quarter to protect, and to keep a force about here to prevent the Indians from 
preparing coonti, should they wish it, would be totally useless and unavailable during the summer. 
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There are a number of vessels lying at the Cape loaded with provisions and chartered at very 
extravagant prices - To load the cargoes in order to discharge the vessels, it would be necessary to 
build storehouses, which could not readily be done from the want of materials. If the cargoes are 
landed without secure shelters previously prepared, they would soon be damaged and unfit for use. 
And I should think that the provisions and forage could not be kept much longer on board the vessels 
without sustaining damage. I would therefore, with great deference to your better judgment, suggest 
that it might be advantageous to send the vessels to Black Creek and St. Augustine or Tampa Hay 
where there are already ample storehouses to receive their cargoes and forage which maybe required 
for use or kept securely. These vessels could also transport the troops now here to any point you 
might think proper without additional expense to the Government and without delay. 

Captain Powell wishes to go on to the south and to his destination at Pensacola, and also wishes 
to take with him the two companies of the 1st Artillery which have been serving with him. As I do not 
see any advantage to the service from these companies remaining with him, they will not move until I 
have your instructions on the subject. It would remotely detach two companies from the 
Headquarters of this Regiment which might be attended with inconvenience. All the companies of 
the 1st Regiment are now on the Atlantic frontier of the Territory, and easily concentrated for any 

ulterior service. And in regard to these companies of the 4th Artillery, if you would permit me to take 
these two companies of the Regiment now here with me to Black Creek onto the Suwannee, they 
would all be in a line convenient for concentration for any service the Regiment might be required to 
perform. 

Thus, General, I have executed the orders I 
received with all the energy and promptitude in 
my power. I have penetrated the Everglades for 
eighteen or twenty miles, and have performed a 
movement that would seem almost incredible to 
anyone who had any knowledge of the character 
of the everJ!lades-

In referring to the services of the command of Captain Powell, I did not name Joseph Johnston, 
Esq., late of the army, and it is due to him to say that since he has been with the force of Captain 
Powell under my command as a volunteer, he has been, as he always was heretofore, among the 
foremost in activity and danger. 

Should you deem it proper, I would direct Major Lauderdale of the Tennessee Volunteers to 
move with his command, and the company of the Third Artillery, from this to Fort Jupiter. There 
maybe some few straggling Indians of Tuskeegee's people between us to be picked up. 

I should have mentioned to you in the earlier part of this letter that I captured 3 Indians the day I 
set out from this post, who were sent back here for safekeeeping, one of whom escaped from the 
guard of Volunteers who had charge of him. The other two I shall send to Fort Jupiter by the first 
conveyance; or else when as you may direct. They say they belong to Haleck Hadgoe's Party - two of 
them have been in at camp at Fort Jupiter. 

With the hope, General, of soon hearing from you, I have the honor to be, 

Major General T.S. Jesup 
Commander-in-Chief 
Army of the South 
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Very Respectfully, 
Your Most Obedient Servant. 
James A. Bankhead [sig] 
Lt.-Col. 4th Artillery 
Commanding 
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Southern Florida was a largely unsettled 
wilderness when this map was drawn 
during the Second Seminole Indian War. 
At far right, the New River, site of Fort 
Lauderdale, winds its way into the Ever
glades toward the "Islands of Sam 
Jones", names after the famous Indian 
chief. Pine Island, the location of the 1838 
skirmish between the Seminoles and the 
U.S. Army, is the eastern-most of these 
islands. 



Charleston Courier 
April 16, 1838 

I have received the following information from an officer attached to Col. Bankhead's command. 
Col. Bankhead, we are informed, has been operating ever since 12th of March in the vicinity of 

New River and Cape Florida with a command of almost 600 men, consisting of 10 companies of 
artillery, a battalion of Tennessee Volunteers, and the sailors of Lieutenant Powell's command. 

The Colonel proceeded from Camp Lauderdale (on New River) on the 22nd March, with a force of 
about 350 men, and penetrated the Everglades in boats to a distance of 14 miles. His route was 
directed by a large Indian trail, over which it was presumed that Sam Jones and �lligator, with a 
party of at least 300, had recently passed. It seems "the Everglades" is a lake of immense extent, the 
water of which does not, at this dry season, average more than 21/l feet, and being almost entirely 
overgrown with a saw grass of about 7 feet high, and studded with numerous little wooded islands, it 
presents to view in every direction an interminable series of beautiful glades. 

The Colonel proceeded from Camp Lauderdale 
(on New River) . . .  with a force of about 350 
men, and penetrated the Everglades . . . 

--�-�----���--.a�------------------------------------------------.. 
The difficulties encountered in this march are said to have surpassed anything that has yet been 

met � ith, even in Florida. It was impossible to proceed in t his region except in boats, as the water, 
although as averaging not more than 2':h feet, was in many places so deep as to reach the necks of 
the men. The high saw grass and mud rendered it impossible to propel the boats by oars so that the 
only alternative was to push and drag them along, which was done with infinite labor, but without a 
murmur - the men wading through water, and, in many places, struggling through mud above their 
hips, besides being impeded, at almost every step, by sharp saw grass, which frequently inflicted 
severe wounds. 

After having proceeded about 15 miles, in the manner here described, the trail was perceived to 
lead to a dry pine island (the many little islands which form the Everglades are covered with cocoa, 
plumb, and cypress trees, and are so swampy, even the Indians cannot reside on them), of about 3 

. . . a small party proceeded with 200 yards of 
the hammock with [the] emblem of peace float
ing above their heads,· but to the great surprise 
and indignation of all . . . several rifle balls 
were heard to whiz around their ears . . .  

miles in length and 14 mile in breadth; the north end of this hammock is covered by a dense 
hammock, from the center of which several smokes were seen to rise, and as the troops approached 
some 8 or 10 warriors were discovered about its margin. As night was fast approaching, it being 
within one hour of sunset, and as there still existed a sort of indefinite truce with the Indians, Colonel 
Bankhead thought it due, both to policy and justice, to offer them the white flag before he made any 
hostile demonstration, accordingly a small party proceeded within 200 yards of the hammock with 
this emblem of peace floating above their heads; but to the great surprise and indignation of all, they 
had been scarcely 2 minutes at their station when several rifle balls were heard to whiz around their 
ears, one of which wounded the hand of the man who held the flag. 
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The Colonel then lost not a moment in disposing his men for action; and this he did in a manner 
which was entirely new to the Indians, and which, no doubt, interfered with their previous arrange
ments. Instead of following the trail, and charging the hammock in front, as the Indians from all pre
vious experience had reason to expect, and for which emergency they were doubtlessly well pre
pared, the Colonel posted in front of the hammock, in extended line, so as to completely cover it, two 
companies of the 4th Artillery, under the command of Lieutenant Ross, while he despatched on the 
left of the island (where the water was not more than 2 feet deep), Major Kirby with 4 companies of 
the 1st Artillery, one of the 3rd Artillery, and two Tennessee Volunteers, with orders to flank the 
enemy, and land part of his force in the rear of the hammock. On the right of the island, (where the 

The moral effect of the movement in the ever
glades will doubtless, be very great in the whole 
Seminole nation,· their last asylum has been 
invaded, and they are convinced that that place 
to which they have so frequently boasted ' 'no 
white man could go, " no longer affords them 
protection. 

water was too deep to wade) Lieutenant Powell was sent with the boats, sailors, and two companies of 
the 1st Artillery, with orders to form a junction with Major Kirby. The enemy at first opened a fire on 
the boats as they proceeded within gun shot of the hammock, but as soon as they discovered the plan 
of attack, and saw that if they attempted to hold their positions they would soon be completely sur
rounded, they retreated with great precipitation, and had barely time to escape, as Major Kirby and 
Lieutenant Powell closed in their rear. Night had now fallen, and the saw grass in which they took 
refuge afforded them such complete concealment, that further pursuit would have been useless. The 
Indians were obliged in their precipitate flight to abandon every thing except their women and 
children, most of whom, it is probable, they had transported before they fired on the white flag. 

Whole sacks of contee, cooking utensils of every description, powder, lead, clothing, and about 
20 skin canoes were found in their camp. Orders were given to pursue the enemy at daylight the next 
morning, but it was discovered, after a wade of a few miles, that the trail led to another pine island, 
(it is said that there are but three pine islands altogether in the Everglades), so remote, that it would 
have been impossible for the troops now completely exhausted, and short of provisions, to continue 
the pursuit so great a distance. 

The moral effect of this movement in the everglades will doubtless, be very great in the whole 
Seminole nation; their last asylum has been invaded, and they are convinced that that place to which 
they have so frequently boasted"no white man could go," no longer affords them protection. The 
probability is, that they will never again resort to the everglades, for they can there be completely cut 
off when the water rises to its usual height - and even as it is, their chance of escape is much less 
than in the great cypress swamps of the mainland. 

In a few days after this expedition to the everglades, 44 Indians surrendered to Colonel 
Bankhead in the vicinity of Camp Lauderdale. Among them were 13 warriors who gave up their rifles 
- the rest were women and children. Whether these people were influenced by the movement in the 
everglades it is impossible to say, but the time and place which they surrendered, make the inference 
extremely probable. 

(Editor's note: In hopes of bringing to its readers the "taste " and "flavor" of historical events, 
Broward Legacy plans to make edited documents a regular feature. Is there a period or person which 
you wish to see highlighted? Write us and we will attempt to assemble a documentary article on the 
subject. ) 
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By William N. Thurston 

TICKLING BILLY IN FLORIDA 
RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS, 1865- 1900 

The pu/icical pork burrel comes 
to che post- Civil War South, 
bene.fiting Florida commerce 
and transportation. 

William N. Thurston, Ph. D. , is a historic 
preservation planner for the Division of Archives, 
History and Records Management, in Tallahassee. 
He has published several articles on Florida 
history and co-authored a junior high school 
textbook. 
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[Editor 's Note: Dr. Thurston 's article is the 
first of a series on the development of Florida 's 
canals, rivers, and harbors, and the effect they 
had on the state's economy, ecology, and 
geography. ] 

Despite the time worn cliche, war does indeed 
solve some problems. The American Civil War 
settled with brutal and traumatic finality the fu
ture of chattel slavery in the United States, and 
resolved certain questions as to the nature of the 
federal union. In so  doing, it also resolved a long 
standing controversy regarding the role of the 
central government in the development of internal 
improvements. Throughout the first half of the 
nineteenth century, the federal authority and 
responsibility in this area had been a subject of 
contention-even, at times, a major political issue. 
But the war itself had demonstrated the impor
tance of an integrated transportation network. The 
power of Congress to act on behalf of the people 
was accepted, as Congressman Thomas D. Eliot of 
Massachusetts expressed it, in opening debate on 
the first post-war river and harbor bill on March 
30, 1866, as "a matter of common sense." 

Most of Eliot's colleagues agreed and, 
stimulated by a growing demand from the folks 
back home, readily acknowledged their authority 
and responsibility. Popular pressure for federal 
improvements tended to concentrate on river and 
harbor development projects. Despite the rapid 
and revolutionary developments in overland 
transportation, waterways were still vital com
mercial routes an<1, in some areas, offered a 
necessary alternative to the emerging threat of 
railroad monopoly. Because they were not private 
property, however, waterways were not sus
ceptible to improvement by private interests. 



Eager to act on a popular mandate, Eliot and 
his fellow lawmakers were faced with two funda
mental questions: to what extent should the 
federal government become directly involved in 
actual construction of internal improvements, and 
how should the necessary federal funds be dis
tributed to the different parts of the country? It 
took four years to resolve these questions - four 
years of increasing survey authorizations, growing 
budget requests and expanding, if irregular, ap
propriations for project work - four years, too, of 
increasingly pointed neglect of the ex-Confederate 
states which prompted Senator Willard Warner of 
Alabama to lament that while proponents of im
provements had scrutinized everything from 
Maine to Minnesota, "they never cast their eyes 
southward.'' 

By 1870, however, Congress had determined 
its course. Federal activity, it had decided, would 
be extensive enough to placate the public demand 
and it would be distributed from the pork barrel 
or, as John Farnesworth of lllinois put it, by the 
"tickle me Billy, and I'll tickle you" system. Fur
thermore, a number of carpet-bagger senators had 
successfully demonstrated the needs of the 
southern s tates and, with the help of sympathetic 
northern colleagues, had secured a share of the 
tickling. Thomas Osborne of Florida was certainly 
tickled. He brought home an appropriation of 
$15,000 for work on the St. Johns sandbar and an 
authorization for initial surveys of the Apalachi
cola River system. It was not very much, to be 
sure, but it was three times what he had hoped for. 

It was not until 1878, however, that the 
federal government embarked on a large scale, 
comprehensive program of river and harbor im
provements, a nationwide effort that would con
tinue into the twentieth century. In this effort, too, 
Florida would receive its share of attention and 
expenditure. 

�aturalllazards 

As transportation routes, Florida's waterways 
suffered from certain natural shortcomings that 
had been troublesome since the days of Narvaez 
and DeSoto. Most serious was the peculiar mis
match of navigable rivers and natural harbors. The 
Apalachicola, Suwannee, and St. Johns rivers of
fered good navigable water routes through pro
ductive countryside, but their outlets to the sea 
were obstructed by extensive sand bars and oyster 
reefs. The sandbar at the mouth of the St. Johns 
River was particularly notorious as a hazard to 
navigation. The Suwannee River could be ap
proached from the Gulf only by a tortuous passage 
through the oyster reefs from Cedar Key which 
was, itself, a difficult harbor to enter. Shallow ap
proaches also hampered ships entering St. Marks 
and Apalachicola. Pensacola and Fernandina, on 
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By 1870, however, Con
gress had determined its 
course. Federal activity, it had 
decided, would be extensive 

enough to placate the public 

demand and it would be distri

buted from the pork ba"el or, 

as John F amesworth of Illinois 
put it, by the ' 'tickle me Billy, 
and I 'll tickle you " system. 

the other hand, provided deep, sheltered harbors, 
but their water connections with the interior of
fered limited potential for commercial develop
ment. Tampa faced the dual problems of shallow 
approaches through Tampa Bay and the lack of 
deep river access to the interior. St. Andrews Bay 
and St. Joseph Bay, both good harbors, had no 
river connection at all with the hinterland. These 
problems were compounded throughout the n ine
teenth century by the steady increase in the size of 
both river and ocean going vessels as a result of 
technological advances in design and construction. 

Efforts to improve Florida's waterways before 
the Civil War had been sporadic and largely 
ineffectual. The major problem areas got some at
tention, but there were no continuing projects 
even on the Apalachicola and St. Johns rivers 
where commercial traffic was considerable. The 
war itself ruined Florida economically. Plantations 
were abandoned, industries died, towns were de
populated. Roads fell into disrepair, railroad 
equipment and property deteriorated, and river 
navigation was virtually halted. Soil eroded from 
unattended farmlands silted river and harbor 
channels. Slash from old logging operations and 
debris from storms remained uncleared. Thus, the 
conditions encountered by vessels attempting to 
use these waterways in the immediate post-war 
period were sometimes worse than primitive. 

To meet the most pressing navigation needs, 
the funds appropriated in 1870 were used to 
dredge a channel through the St. Johns bar. But 
efforts to maintain the channel during the fol
lowing decade were barely sufficient to keep traf
fic moving into and out of the river. A permanent 
channel was impossible to attain as the sandbar 
shifted with every tide and major storms changed 
the configuration of the shoals completely. Hedg
ing its bets, the government occasionally made 
additional expenditures for surveys and construc
tion on the so-called ' ' Nassau Passage, ' '  a system 
of smaller streams connecting the lower St. Johns 
River with Fernandina, but with no better success. 

In the meantime, Jacksonville was emerging 
as the center of commercial activity in East 
Florida. Regular steamer service with northern 



ports was reestablished, as was the riverboat 
service to Palatka and Lake Monroe. The lumber 
industry and tourist business alone produced a 
measure of prosperity and growth. One guidebook 
of 1875 described Jacksonville as having "the 
most progressive business community of any town 
of its size in the south," and noted further that the 
great lumber trade employed an "immence [sic] 
number of vessels," which, with "innumerable 
steamers" plying the river, gave the town "a most 
animated and agreeable appearance. " 

Yet there was an air of hesitancy. Erastus 
Hill, writing from Jacksonville in 1877, was im
pressed with the progress and prosperity of the 
city, but he concluded, paradoxically, "I think 
there is more idleness to the square yard than any 
place I ever saw. No one seems to have anything to 
do but kill time." Lumber and tourists were not in 
themselves enough. Jacksonville needed conven
ient access to the sea in order to exploit the com
mercial value of these natural and human 
resources, and access to the sea required an ade
quate and dependable channel through the bar. 

Mill ion Dollar Jetties 

In 1878 General Quincy Gillmore, U.S. Army 
Engineers, conducted an extensive survey of the 
mouth of the St. Johns River and a year later he 
proposed a major engineering project designed to 
meet the need. Gillmore's plan was both simple 
and ambitious. It called for the construction of rock 
jetties extending seaward from the shore on each 
side of the mouth of the river, eventually to reach 
nearly two miles in length. The jetties would ac
complish two things. First, they would divert 
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the movement of shifting sands away from the 
river mouth and into deeper water, preventing the 
buildup of obstructing shoals. Second, they would 
constrict the flow of water from the river so that 
the force of its current, combined with that of the 
ebb tides, would create and keep clear its own 
deep water channel between the jetties. It was 
anticipated that a channel depth of fifteen feet 
could be obtained in this way. Completion of the 
project would require several years, and its cost 
was estimated at $1,306,409.00. 

Gillmore's plan was officially adopted in 1880 
and work on the Nassau Passage was discon
tinued. This was a fateful decision. If the plan 
succeeded, Jacksonville, rather than Fernandina, 
was sure to become the primary maritime outlet 
for East Florida commerce. 

Construction of the jetties was soon begun 
and progressed steadily despite a number of prob
lems. Specifications called for a mattress of logs 
and brush about two feet thick to be laid on the sea 
bottom. Layers of rock would then be added, ta
pering inward toward the top, which was approxi
mately at the surface of the water at low tide. The 
width of the jetties varied with tpe depth of the 
water and the strength of the currents working 
against it. 

In some places the log mattresses proved too 
stiff to follow the contours of the sea bottom, al
lowing currents to undercut the base, resulting in 
excessive settling of the rock. In shallow water 
teredos attacked the wood, literally eating out the 
mattress, with similar results. Much of the rock 
used in the early construction was too porous and 
too light to withstand the forces of waves and cur
rents generated by storms and tides. To meet 

9rov.ard Counl) Hlstoncal Commission 

The steamer Levi H. Pelton plied the 
waters of the St. Johns River at the 
tum of the century. It made daily 
trips from Jacksonville. 



these problems, the engineers varied the arrange
ment of logs and brush in fitting the mattress to 
the sea bed. They discouraged the teredos by 
treating the materials laid in shallow waters with 
chemicals, and they brought in heavier stone from 
quarries at Archer and Arredondo in Alachua 
County. With these problems solved, the final 
touch was left to nature. Completed sections of the 
jetties were soon covered by layers of shellfish 
which bound the surface in a durable cement. 

With easier and more dependable access to 
the sea, Jacksonville became a scheduled stop for 
steamers operating between New York and the 
Gulf coast ports. Regular traffic between Savan
nah, Jacksonville, and Palatka flourished. Upriver 
service increased, with three established lines 
running steamboats between Jacksonville and the 
towns of Sanford and Enterprise on Lake Monroe. 
Other boats were operated independently, some 
as far upriver as Salt Lake opposite Titusville. 

This traffic created a demand for additional 
improvements on the river itself. The worst 
trouble spot was the Vol usia bar, where the river 
entered Lake Orange. A miniature version of Gill
more's jetty system was approved by Congress in 
1880 and resulted in a permanent improvement. 
Two jetties approximately one-half mile in length 

With easier and more depend
able access to the sea, Jack
sonville became a scheduled 
stop for steamers operating 
between New York and Gulf 
coast ports. Regular traffic 
between Savannah, Jackson
ville, and Palatka flourished. 

were constructed of wooden pilings faced with 
planks. By 1887 the river current, thus confined, 
had scoured a five foot channel through the bar, 
which was later maintained by occasional dredg
ing. Other work on the river included the dredging 
of shoal spots between Jacksonville and the mouth 
of the river, carried out by Duval County at a cost 
of over three hundred thousand dollars, and minor 
improvements in the channel between Lake 
George and Lake Monroe. 

Despite the increasing competition of expand
ing railroads, traffic on the St. Johns River re
mained heavy. The size of vessels entering the 
river continued to increase, and with it, the need 
for deeper channels. In 1896 new improvement 

projects were approved, one to provide a channel 
twenty-four feet deep from Jacksonville to the sea, 
estimated to cost $2,109,750, and another to ob
tain a thirteen foot channel from Jacksonville to 
Palatka at a cost of $95,000. The era of commer
cial navigation on the St. Johns River was far from 
over, and Jacksonville's future as a seaport was 
assured. 

Gulf Coast Declines 

The rise of Jacksonville on the Atlantic coast 
was offset by the failure of Apalachicola to regain 
its pre-war eminence as a Gulf coast seaport. 
Commercial activity there had been brought to a 
complete standstill early in the Civil War by the 
Union blockade on the one hand and by Confeder
ate obstruction of the river to prevent its use by 
Federal forces on the other. River commerce re
sumed briskly in 1865, moving the cotton that had 
accumulated in upriver warehouses during the war 
years. But this surge was followed by a sharp de
cline, and by 1870 it was obvious that extensive 
improvements of both the harbor entrance through 
Apalachicola Bay and the entire Apalachicola
Chattahoochee-Flint river system was necessary if 
a profitable commerce was to revive. 

Surveys of the enttre waterway were con
ducted in 1871 and 1872 and the following general 
picture emerged. At Apalachicola the channel ap
proaches to the town had filled to such an extent 
that seagoing vessels were forced to anchor sever
al miles off in the bay, where they were loaded 
from rafts and lighters. On the Apalachicola River 
a major blockage was found at Virginia Bend, 
some fifty miles upstream, where an accumulation 
of logs and debris had collected around the old 
Confederate obstruction. This had forced the river 
into a new course, known as Moccasin Slough, 
which was deep enough for river boats, but very 
narrow and crooked. A number of gravel and 
limestone shoals hampered navigation of the 
Chattahootchee River between Eufala, Alabama, 
and Columbus, Georgia at low water stages; sev
eral rock fingers below Eufala were considered 
extremely dangerous. On the Flint River the worst 
obstructions were found between Bainbridge and 
Albany, Georgia. An overhanging rock at Viola 
Bend had snared two steamers, one of which gave 
the bend its name. Snags, logs, and overhanging 
trees were a common hazard on all the rivers, 
especially after the annual spring freshets. 

Separate improvement projects were adopted 
for each of the three rivers in 1873 and 1874. Later 
projects were adopted to open navigation on the 
Chipola River and to clear a channel useable at 
high water stages from Albany to Montezuma, far 
up the Flint River. The steamer Clara D unning 
was purchased and converted for use as a snag 
boat by the Army Engineers and work began in 
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1875. By 1883 the Apalachicola River project was 
completed, including opening of the Chipola River 
channel, at a total cost of $35,177.03, and work 
was progressing well on the Chattahoochee and 
lower Flint rivers. 

In the meantime, however, the condition of 
Apalachicola Harbor had steadily grown worse. 
New surveys carried out in 1878 and 1879 led to 
adoption of a proposal to dredge an eleven foot 
channel to permit seagoing vessels to reach the 
docks of the town. By 1883 a nine and one-half 
foot channel had been opened, but the annual ap
propriations for the work were never large enough 
to allow making a complete cut through the bar at 
one time and the project was not successful. By 
1891, $107, 000.00 had been spent, but seagoing 
vessels still could not get near the docks. 

Undaunted, the intrepid Engineers resur
veyed the bay in 1897 to determine the best loca
tion for an eighteen foot channel. Major R.A. Ma
han recommended a route through West Pass, es
timated to cost $350,000.00 and require an addi
tional $20, 000.00 in yearly maintenance. The in
creased trade and the savings in lightering fees 
would, he suggested, justified the expense. But 
Colonel Peter C. Hines forwarded the recommen
dation with "grave doubts," and the plan was not 
adopted. The end of the century was also the end 
of Apalachicola as an important seaport. 

Improvement projects on both the St. Johns 
and the Apalachicola rivers were designed to 
provide integrated routes for waterborne com
merce, connecting navigable rivers with outlets to 
the sea. They involved both river and harbor de
velopment. The success in opening the channel 
through the bar at the mouth of the St. Jonns as
sured the continued value of the river itself. Con
versely, the failure to develop a deep water harbor 
at Apalachicola impaired the usefulness of the 
whole river system as a commercial route. 

Down on the Suwannee River 

A similar pattern of traffic developed on the 
Suwannee River. Before the Civil War supplies 
and mail were brought to settlers along the river, 
and their agricultural products were delivered to 
Cedar Key by riverboats operating as far upstream 
as Columbus where the railroad from Jacksonville 
to Tallahassee crossed. This service was resumed 
in 1872, but only to New Troy, near present day 
Branford. Lumbering expanded in the area a few 
years later and the increased activity prompted the 
usual survey and improvement project. The plan 
adopted in 1880 called for a channel depth of five 
feet from the mouth of the river to Branford and 
four feet from there to Ellaville, a new sawmill 
community across the river from the abandoned 
site of Columbus. The establishment of the pencil 
industry at Cedar Key and the extension of the 
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Occasionally the Engineers 
would insist that some slug
gish, shallow rivulet running 
from nowhere to no place was 
not worth improving. But, in 
most cases, they were able to 
justify some form of develop
ment on the basis of local 
insistence on the supposed 
economic potential of the 
countryside and prognostica
tions for expanding commerce. 

Plant System rail line to Branford kept the river 
relatively busy. Passengers and general merchan
dise moved up and down the river between the two 
railroad landings. Turpentine from half a dozen 
stills was brought by boat to the railroads for ship
ment. Cedar logs were rafted down the river and 
towed to the pencil mills by tugboats, along with 
lumber cut at sawmills at Ellaville, Lauraville, and 
Branford. But the volume of traffic was never 
great. The economic and physical impracticality of 
creating a deep water harber at Cedar Key was 
soon recognized, and no attempt was made to do 
so. Finally, the hurricane that devastated Cedar 
Key in 1896 destroyed the base of commercial 
navigation on the Suwannee River. 

The Oklawaha River became a renowned 
tourist attraction after the Civil War. An overnight 
cruise from Palatka to the Silver Spring on one of 
the unique little steamers with their enclosed 
sternwheels became an essential item in the 
Florida tour in the 1870s and 1880s. Contempor
ary descriptions of the cruise abound and explain 
its popularity. A small commercial trade also de
veloped as the region was slowly settled in the 
1880s, and in 1890 the government snag boat 
Shepard was put to work opening a clear channel 
to Leesburg. By 1896, however, the traffic pattern 
had changed radically. A freezing winter in 1895 
crippled fruit and �egetable production in the 
area, virtually eliminating produce from river 
commerce. The steady expansion of railroad 
service cut heavily into both tourist and freight 
traffic and, by the end of the decade, lumber ac
counted for eighty percent of the river commerce. 
For a brief while the Oklawaha had a particular 
place in the romance of riverboating. But here, as 
on the other rivers of Florida, the romance was fi
nally lost in the routine of the lumber trade. 

Other rivers in Florida received attention 
from the Army Engineers. The Escambia, Withla-



The Hiawatha was one of many 
steamboats carrying passengers 
and freight on the Oldawaha 
River from Palatka to Silver 
Springs during the late 1800's. 

coochee, Manatee, and Caloosahatchee rivers 
were improved by federal projects. The Florida 
Coast Line and Transportation Company opened a 
channel through the Halifax and Indian rivers 
from St. Augustine to Jupiter Inlet, which was 
later maintained by the Army Engineers. But none 
of these water�ays became commercially impor
tant. By 1899 the only river other than the St. 
Johns to carry a significant mixed commerce was 
the Choctawatchee, with five steamers still in reg
ular operation between Half Moon Bluff and 
Geneva. The Oklawaha still enjoyed a seasonal 
passenger traffic. But with these exceptions, 
Florida's rivers were left almost exclusively to the 
lumber trade. 

Railroads Important 

The pattern of railroad development in each 
area also contributed to these diverse results. For 
Jacksonville, the railroads offered far wider access 
to the interior as they extended into the peninsulas 
as well as convenient and efficient overland con
nections with the north and west. Thus, they sup
plemented the St. Johns River as feeders to the 
port of Jacksonville. By contrast, railroad devel
opment in Georgia and Alabama attracted Apala
chicola River commerce to railheads at Columbus, 
Eufala, and Bainbridge, making the Apalachicola
Chattahoochee-Flint waterway a feeder to the rail
roads connecting with the northeast and midwest. 
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When these lines eventually extended southward 
to connect with the east-west lines through the 
Florida panhandle, the river system soon ceased to 
play a major role in the transportation economy of 
the region. 

Similar efforts, on a smaller scale, to develop 
other rivers in Florida met with limited or tempor
ary success. Almost every stream that emptied 
into salt water, and some that did not, was exam
ined by the Army Engineers, usually at the ardent 
urging of the local citizenry, to determine its po
tential for commercial navigation. Occasionally the 
Engineers would insist that some sluggish, shal
low rivulet running from nowhere to no place was 
not worth improving. But, in most cases, they 
were able to justify some form of development on 
the basis of local insistence on the supposed eco
nomic potential of the countryside and prognosti
cations for expanding commerce. 

The Peace River in south Florida offers such 
an example. An examination of this river in 1879 
resulted in a project providing a clear channel only 
fourteen to twenty-four inches deep and this only 
during the six months of the rainy season. An ap
propriation of $11,000 in 1882 was used to clear 
fallen timber and other obstructions for a distance 
of sixty-four miles. But the anticipated commercial 
development failed to materialize, and the subse
quent completion of the Florida Southern Railroad 
to Punta Gorda eliminated all possibility of com-



But the steady extension and 
improvement of railroad ser
vice offered a superior alter
native through faster, more 
direct, and more dependable 
facilities. The result was that 
by the end of the century 
commercial use of minor water 
ways all over the country was 
sharply curtailed. 

mercia! traffic on the Peace River. 
Several projects did result in substantial, if 

temporary, local benefits, however. Commercial 
traffic on the Choctawhatchee River, for example, 
was both supplemental to, and in competition 
with, rail transportation, and continued well into 
the twentieth century. A considerable waterborne 
traffic with Pensacola had deve!oped by way of 
Choctawhatchee Bay before the Civil War. But 
wartime neglect had left the river almost com
pletely obstructed when improvement efforts were 
resumed in 1874. By 1882 successive appropria
tions totaling $37,000 had reopened the river for 
year-round navigation to Geneva, Alabama, and at 
high water stages to Newton, some thirty miles 
farther upstream. In 1881 the Pensacola and At
lantic Railroad completed its line to the Apalachi
cola River, crossing the Choctawhatchee at Half 
Moon Bluff. The combination of river and rail 
transportation was a boon to the upriver agricul
tural region, while the availability of an all water 
route to Pensacola kept railroad rates within rea
son. In practice, the lower river was used almost 
exclusively for the rafting of timber to the sawmills 
at Milton and Pensacola. 

Harbors Come of Age 

The development of river navigation and 
commerce in Florida during the late nineteenth 
century was typical of the general pattern 
throughout the country. This pattern of growth 
and decline between 1870 and 1900 occurred in the 
context of complex changes involved in the con
tinuing industrialization and urbanization of the 
country. It reflects the transition from waterways 
to railroads as the basic means of internal trans
portation which was an integral part of the geo
economic changes taking place. Federal improve
ment projects did stimulate commercial activity on 
the rivers tn the 1870s and 1880s and, in some 
localities, provided the only means of travel and 
transportation available. But the steady extension 
and improvement of railroad service offered a su-
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perior alternative through faster, more direct, and 
more dependable facilities. The result was that by 
the end of the century commercial use of minor 
waterways all over the country was sharply cur
tailed. 

Paradoxically, the ascendancy of railroads 
over river transportation made the development of 
Florida's natural harbors economically feasible. 
Federal projects for harbor improvements at Pen-
sacola, Tampa and Miami were initiated before 
extensive rail service was available, but it was not 
until adequate rail access to the hinterland was 
established that these cities began to develop as 
major seaports. For only then was Florida's basic 
need for the integration of internal and overseas 
transportation satisfied. This need could not have 
been met by the development of waterways alone. 
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THE OLD SCHOOL HOUSE 
By Joanna Wanzenberg 

Vivid recollections of former students and 
persistent search into old records have brought the 
history of Deerfield Beach's Old School House 
alive for her citizens. Restoration of the old school 
was accomplished by the Deerfield Beach Bicen
tennial Commission by designating it "Horizon 
Project.' '  The Old School House is now under the 
administration of the Deerfield Beach Historical 
Society. 

Joanna Dietrich W anzenberg is a trust.:� of the 
Deerfield Beach Historical Society and, with Mrs. 
Mary Mowry, is responsible for the restoration of 
the Old School House. For her work, she will be 
honored at PIONEER DA YS 1977. 

The Old School House was not the city's first 
school. Deerfield was located in Palm Beach 
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County in 1915 when a wooden frame building 
served as a school house. This building was leased 
from the county and returned to it when construc
tion of Deerfield School was completed. The 
wooden school was in use until 1920 and was lo
cated on the southwest corner of Hillsboro Boule
vard and 2nd Avenue. 

In 1918 the Board of Public Instruction of 
Broward County added a room to the existing one 
room school building. Bids were taken several 
times before the board and trustees accepted a 
plan for a one-story, high-ceilinged building to be 
constructed on a cost plus basis under the direc
tion of building superintendent Edgar S. Tubbs. 
Construction funding was provided by a bond is
sue of $12, 000. The election failed on first presen
tation for lack of any votes. It finally passed with 
nine freeholders casting votes. 

In 1920 the Broward County Board of Public 
Instruction constructed a two room masonry 
building roofed with asphalt shingles for use as 
Deerfield's school. The land on which it is situated 
was surveyed on March 10, 1913 by the Deerfield 
Development and Land Company - Block 5, lots 
1-11. This survey was recorded in Palm Beach 
County on May 22, 1913, by George 0. Butler, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court. (Deerfield was in Palm 
Beach County from 1909-1915. Prior to this it was 
included in Dade County. )  

The school was located in  the center of Deer
tield at that time. The Baptist Church, a frame 
building which was standing behind what is now 
Kraeer's Funeral Home, was a landmark in old 
Deerfield. The building in which Deerfield 
Furniture was located, near the railroad tracks and 
Hillsboro Boulevard, housed several small busi
nesses. A small nearby park provided a watering 
trough and park benches. Railroad section houses 
were located along the railroad tracks. Many 
students' homes were near enough to school to 
enable them to walk to class. 

Jay Arnau, who attended Deerfield School in 
1924 and 1925, drove his father's Chevrolet to 
school from his home on the beach. In those days 
there were no restrictions on age limits for drivers 
and Mr. Arnau made the trip over the wooden 
truss bridge which was hand-turned by the bridge 
tender, Mr. Pagett. 

The exterior and interior of Deerfield School 
was painted a pink-beige color. The landscaping, 
according to Mr. Arnau, consisted mainly of sand, 
scrub, and a few trees. The original bathrooms 
still remain on the south side of the school house. 
The toilets in use in the 1920s were the high tank 
variety. 

The polished wood floors of the school room 
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have been restored, and the blackboard hangs in 
the original frame. The original glass windows are 
characterized by their "wavy" appearance. Light 
is provided by three bare bulbs on wire hanging 
from the ceiling. 

Pictures of George Washington, Betsy Ross, 
and World War One heroes hang from a high pic
ture molding on the wall. A roll top map case and a 
framed map of the world show boundaries of 
countries as they were in the 1920s. The upright 
piano was owned by Mrs. J.D. Butler, whose hus
band was once mayor of Deerfield. 

The children's desks are wood and wrought 
iron and are situated in rows in front of the 
teacher's wooden desk. On display are cases of 
books and educational materials used in the early 
1920s. Toys and mementoes are also on exhibit. 

Most school equipment was provided by the 
county and consisted of pads of paper, pencils, ink 
wells, and pens. An interesting selection of books 
has been compiled; among those are several that 
were used in the Broward County School system of 
this era. 

School hours in the Old School House were 8 
A.M. to 3 P.M .. Discipline during those hours was 
maintained easily with the help of rulers, paddles, 
and even a rubber hose. If a spanking was admin
istered at school it was sure to be followed by a 
spanking at home. 

School was called to order by a large 
hand-tolled bell located outside the school. The 
day was begun with opening exercises. At that 
time the folding partition dividing the two rooms 
was opened and the two classes met together. 
There were devotions and singing of such songs as 
"Auld Lang Syne" and "America." 

The upper grades met in one room and the 
lower grades in the other. Edna Horne Johnson 
remembers teaching methods that resemble the 
' 'open concept of education'' used in some schools 
today. The teacher would, for example, call for the 
seventh grade arithmetic students who would go 
up to the teacher's desk for instruction and then 
return to their own desks to work. 

Recess is also recalled by Mrs. Johnson. 
' ' When we played jump-rope, the boys would hold 
the heavy rope and we girls would jump." 

Most children in Deerfield walked home for 
lunch. Jay Arnau tells of an honor system whereby 
a student was required to "keep his nose clean" in 
order to leave the school grounds for the noon 
break. This code consisted of maintaining good 
grades and good behavior. Mr. Arnau qualified 
and drove his Chevrolet back and forth for lunch. 

' 'Graduation from eighth grade was a big 
event, " says Mrs. Johnson. Each graduate wrote 
an essay and delivered it orally on graduation day. 



Some Deerfield students and their teacher, 
Miss Bessie Liddy, were on their way to the 
beach when this photograph was taken in· 
the 1920s. 

Mrs. Johnson remembers how her father urged 
her to practice her essay on all visiting friends and 
relatives. 

Upon entering ninth grade, students from 
Deerfield had to travel to Fort Lauderdale High 
School by bus. Mrs. Johnson reported that on 
occasional cold mornings the students would 
arrive at Fort Lauderdale High School only to find 
that school had been cancelled due to the weather. 
On the bus trip home, plans were made for a picnic 
on the Deerfield Beach. By the time they had 
reached home, the sun had warmed the day, and 
the students were off on their picnic. 

Skinny dipping 

One particular bus trip is vividly remembered 
by Mr. Arnau. He and his schoolmates were on the 
way to school along AlA when the bus trip was 
interrupted by a flat tire. The bus driver, Leslie 
Scott, had to walk to Pompano for help. The boys 
then decided to take advantage of the situation by 
stripping and taking a swim in the ocean. The girls 
waited until they were out of sight and then tied all 
the boys' clothes in knots. 

Mrs. Johnson recalls that the County School 
Superintendent at that time was James S. 
Rickards who would come to Deerfield School sev
eral times a year to observe the classes. 
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In 1925 enrollment at Deerfield School was 
increasing. Margaret Johnson Johnson began first 
grade in the Baptist Church because of the 
crowded condition of the school house. Shortly 
after, a wooden building, much like the wooden 
"portables" used in schools today, was added to 
the original school. Mrs. Haddie Banks taught the 
first and second grade students in this addition. 
The children were seated on small chairs around 
several tables. 

The land and the building known then as 
Deerfield School were traded by the Broward 
County Board of Public Instruction to the city of 
Deerfield Beach in exchange for the land on which 
the existing Deerfield Beach Elementary School 
was built. First used in 1926, Deerfield Beach 
Elementary is one of the oldest schools in Broward 
County still utilized today. 

The city of Deerfield Beach was then in 
possession of the Old School House. In 1925 a jail
house was added and the building became the City 
Hall. It became a gathering place for the town's 
citizens; every Saturday night square dances were 
held there. 

When the new Deerfield Beach City Hall was 
built, the Old School House building became the 
City Building Department. More recently it was 
utilized as a woodworking shop for the City 
Maintenance Department. 

Today, the Old School House is not only a 
museum and replica of a 1920s school house, it is 
also equipped with a modern meeting room 
available for use by community groups. 

We, the committee for the restoration of the 
Old School House, are grateful not only to the Bi
centennial Commission and the Historical Society 
of Deerfield Beach, but also to the many interested 
individuals and groups who helped make this con
tribution to our community a reality. 
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BOOKS 

NOTICES OF EAST FLORIDA 
By William H. Simmons 

Edited. with an introduciton. by George E.  Baker. 
(Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1973. Pp. 
XXIX. 97.) 

Notices of East Florida chronicles William H. 
Simmons' trip through the interior of central 
Florida in 1821. Of special interest is his account of 
the Seminole Indian culture in the period shortly 
after the United States purchased the territory. 

The first three chapters of Simmons' book are 
very slow moving, dealing with a geographic des
cription of Florida. Over half the first chapter di
gresses into a comparison of the yellow fever 
theories of Dr. Hosack of South Carolina and Dr. 
Irvine of New York, whose ideas he used during 

the epidemic of 1821. 
The latter half of the book recounts Simmons' 

journey from St. Augustine to the Alachua prairie. 

This section recounts his meetings with the 
blacks who lived among the Indians. By far the 
most interesting and important feature of Notices 
of East Florida is Simmons' comments on the 
Seminole Indian and his culture. In an organized 
essay enriched by personal observation and con
versations, the author relates the origins and life 
of the Seminole from the Creek intrusion on the 
Yemassee Indians to the contemporary Indian 
concepts of justice, family, values and philosophy 
of life. Dr. Simmons expounds the belief that the 
cultural heritage of the Seminole is worthy of stu
dy rather than destruction or perversion at the 
hand of "civilized" society. He even assumes the 
position, unpopular at the time, that the savagery 
of the Indian was a reaction and response accord
ing to Seminole philosophy and not innate cruelty. 

Seen in its entirety, this short book is worth 
the time necessary to read it. Simmons writes in 
the romantic prose associated with a man edu
cated in the waning years of the eighteenth cen
tury. He often dwells on trivia and dry description, 
but it must be remembered that the events and 
items of which he wrote were new and strange to 
the Americans ot the 1820s. It is his insight and 
powers of observation in the final chapter which 
justifies its reprinting. 

James Moses 
35 

STRANAHAN'S PEOPLE. 
Edited by Boyd Ogle and Wally Korb. (Fort 
Lauderdale: Stranahan Graphics, 1975. Pp. 142.) 

Though it is unlikely to become a classic in lo
cal history, Stranahan 's People is a remarkable 
little book. 

To begin with, it is the product of high school 
students who obviously invested a great deal of 
time, effort, and talent in its creation. The book, a 
collection of nearly two dozen essays written by 
twenty students under the direction of Boyd Ogle 
and Wally Korb, is highly readable and possesses 
a kind of charm which is often missing from more 
professional efforts. 

Secondly, the young authors are apparently 
unintimidated by past strictures, for they explore 
several formerly taboo subjects in Fort Lauderdale 
history. In Marie Studiale's chapter, "A Good 
Man, Frank Stranahan," there is an account of the 
pioneer leader's death, one of the very few avail
able in print today. Ellyn Ferguson deals with 
another topic, the black experience, which has 
consistently failed to receive serious attention. 

Thirdly, Stranahan's People is largely based 
upon personal interviews, rather than on docu
mentary evidence. While this approach weakens 
the scholarly authority of the book, it adds 1m
measurably to its narrative quality. Many of the 
chapters read as if the authors had recorded dis
cussions among long-time residents of the area. 
The pages are filled with fine anecdotes which are 
well strung together into clear presentations of 
early Fort Lauderdale life. 

Finally, the book abandons the conventional 
chronological treatment of history for the far more 
interesting topical approach. Each chapter is al
lowed to explore its particular subject without the 
dictates of what comes before and after. There 
should have been, however, some organizational 
themes imposed on the arrangement of chapters. 

Most of the criticisms of Stranahan 's People 
are relatively minor. The piece on Stranahan High 
School lacks the narrative quality spoken of earlier 
and is unlikely to arouse the interest of many 
readers. The failure to cover the history of Fort 
Lauderdale before 1893 is understandable, but re
mains a frustration to those who recognize the im
portance of events one and two hundred years ago 
on the New River. 

Yes, a remarkable little book; one which de
serves a wide readership . 

Ralph J. Megna 



Marlyn Kemper is the public information of
ficer for the Broward County Historical Commis
sion. She has authored several historical works 
and cu"ently writes the ' 'Broward History ' '  fea
ture for the Fort Lauderdale News and Sun
Sentinel. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS UPDATE 
By Marlyn Kemper 

BLACK HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF BROWARD 
COUNTY (Mary Smith, President) 

Society members are making plans to 
renovate and convert the Clarence Walker Ele
mentary School at 1001 Northwest Fourth Street 
in Fort Lauderdale into a museum and cultural 
center. Walker Elementry School, once known as 
Dillard High, was the first school building for 
blacks in Fort Lauderdale and was named in honor 
of principal Clarence Walker, a prominent black 
educator. 

BRO WARD COUNTY ARCHAEOLOGICAL SO
CIETY, INC. (Joan Lynn, President) 

Sixteen members of the Broward County Ar
chaeological Society attended the annual meeting 
of the Florida Anthropological Society in Tampa on 
Saturday, March 19, 1977. Two Broward members 
will serve as officers of the Florida Anthropologi
cal Society for the coming year. Nedra Lexow has 
been elected Secretary and Norcott Henriquez has 
been re-elected Treasurer. 

The Everglades Museum at Flamingo Gar
dens has furnished the Broward County Archaeo
logical Society with a glass case to be used for an 
exhibit of the aboriginal indians. This exhibit will 
be free-standing in the center of the main display 
room at the Museum. Nedra Lexow and Wilma 
Williams have selected the artifacts and written 
the text for the exhibit. 

An in-service class for Broward County 
teachers has been designed by Dr. James Rogers, 
supervisor of social sciences for Broward County 
schools, together with dig master Wilma Wil
liams. This course gives the teachers credit for 18 
hours toward their re-certification. The teachers 
participate in lectures and field work, and learn 
how to clean and classify artifacts. 

BRO WARD GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY (Harry L. 
Young, Jr. , President) 

With genealogical interest stimulated by 
Roots, the Broward Genealogical Society has 
concentrated on a publicity program to inform area 
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residents of the Society and its aim to assist others 
in researching and preserving family records. As a 
result of the leadership of publicity chairwoman 
Ann Slagle, the membership has sharply 
increased. 

The Broward Genealogical Society meets in 
room 353, Broward County Courthouse, 201 
Southeast Sixth Street, Fort Lauderdale. In recent 
sessions, vice president and program chairman 
Joseph Frakes has emphasized basics in genea
logical research. Speakers have discussed begin
ning research, courthouse research, and library 
research. 

CORAL SPRINGS HISTORICAL SOCIETY (James 
Miller, President) 

Coral Springs Historical Society members 
have helped the Broward County Parks and Re
creation Department restore the home of William 
and Margueritte McLean located in the 91-acre 
Tradewinds Park. The farmhouse was built in the 
1920s on the beach, but was moved to its present 
location just north of Sample Road between 
Florida's Turnpike and Lyons Road in 1960. 

The annual meeting for election of officers 
will be held at the Civic Center in Mullins ParK on 
Northwest 29th Street in Coral Springs on Wed
nesday, May 4, 1977. Plans for PIONEER DA YS 
1977 are to be discussed. 

DANIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Mrs. James 
McMillan, President) 

Members of the Dania Historical Society are 
participating in a campaign with members of the 
South Broward High Alumni Association, now be
ing formed by Pat Smith and Cliff Patsons, to save 
and restore Dania Elementary School at 301 South 
Federal Highway. The school, also known as 
Dania High and South Broward High, was origi
nally built 64 years ago and rebuilt after the Sep
tember 1926 hurricane. In 1971, ground was bro-



ken for a new Dania elementary school and that 
year marked the closing of the building. 

The Dania Historical Society is also research
ing the history of the school with the hope of plac
ing it on the national register as a historical build
ing. According to Mrs. McMillan's records, the 
two story school originally had four classrooms on 
the first fl oor and a large room used as an auditor
ium on the second floor. 

A kick-off tea to recruit volunteers will be held 
at the school on Sunday, April 24, 1977. 

DAVIE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (J. Kenneth King, 
President) 

Society members continue to collect photo
graphs and artifacts to document the history of 
Davie. 

DEERFIELD BEACH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Juli Brugnoni, President) 

Thanks to a surprise inheritance, the Deer
field Beach Historical Society has received the 
home, contents, and grounds of the late Mrs. J. D. 
Butler, also known as "Aunt Alice" to local chil
dren and adults who knew her. The home is lo
cated at 380 East Hillsboro Boulevard and was 
built in 1923. The grounds cover four city lots -
172 feet along the boulevard and 150 feet deep. 
The wicker living room furniture was bought in 
Palm Beach by Mrs. Butler when the house was 
built. 

Ray Collier, executor of the estate and a 
member of the historical society and Broward 
County Historical Commission, said the home will 
become a museum for Deerfield historical arti
facts. The home is not expected to be open to the 
publi-:: until after the will has been probated. 

FORT LAUDERDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 
INC. (Russell Gardner, President) 

The inventory of the Society's artifacts and 
resource materials has been completed. A stag
gering total of 101, 165 items was the tally. 

Over 500 people attended the showing of 
" The Idol Dancer" at the Gateway Theater on 
Friday, December 17, 1976. Plans to show the film 
at the Fort Lauderdale Branch of the Public Li
brary, 1300 East Sunrise Boulevard, were made 
and by the end of January the requests for tickets 
were so great that extra showings were scheduled. 

Society member Patsy West, curator and pre
parator for the historical museum in Miami, con
ducted a museum workshop on Wednesday, 
March 2, 1977, from 7 P.M. to 9:30 P.M. 

The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society held 
an open house on Sunday afternoon, March 20, 

1977. Two examples of the style of the display 
equipment planned for the new museum were 
exhibited. 

HALLANDALE HISTORICAL SOCIET Y, INC. 
(Betty Jo Moffit Cunningham, President) 
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Hallandale Historical Society members are 
serving on Hallandale's Fiftieth Anniversary 
Committee and have enlisted city-wide support for 
Hallandale's Golden Anniversary Celebration. 
The festival takes place from Wednesday, May 11 , 
1977, through Saturday, May 21, 1977. 

The first book published on the history of 
Hallandale is now on sale at the Bank of Hallan
dale and Trust Company, 801 East Hallandale 
Beach Boulevard; Barnett Hardware, 100 East 
Hallandale Beach Boulevard; Hallandale Chamber 
of Commerce, 2100 East Hallandale Beach 
Boulevard; House of Books in the Diplomat Mall; 
Hallandale City Hall, 308 South Dixie Highway; 
and the Hallandale Historical Society at 485-0505. 
The book, written by Bill McGoun, is 147 pages 
long and costs $6.24. 

HOll YWOOD HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Kenneth 
J. Spry, President) 

The annual business meeting of the Holly
wood Historical Society was held Wednesday, 
April 13, 1977 at the Washington Federal Savings 
and Loan Building, Park Road, Hollywood. Presi
dent Kenneth J. Spry, Vice President John Kell
ner, Secretary Pat Smith, Treasurer Myrtl Gray, 
and Membership Chairwoman Micki Aderhold 
have been re-appointed to serve until August. 
Plans for the renovation of the Historical Society 
Room at the Art and Culture Center, 1301 South 
Ocean Drive, Hollywood were discussed. Current
ly, a montage of 115 historical photographs ar
ranged by Pat Smith and Micki Aderholt is on 
exhibit. 

The historical society will co-sponsor a recep
tion for Don Cuddy, author of Tales Of Old Holly
wood, an anecdotal history, in May at the Art and 
Culture Center, 1301 South Ocean Drive, Holly
wood. Mr. Cuddy's book is available in three 
editions (paperback $5.95; hardcover $7.95; and 
deluxe $9.95) at TownDrugs, Hillwood Chemists, 
Post Haste Pharmacy, and Plaza Book Store, 124 
South State Road 7. 

OAKLAND PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Ed
ward Bailey, President) 

Society members have remodeled and refur
bished the house once occupied by the city's first 
mayor, Joseph Dewey Hawkins, and the city's first 
paid fire chief, Edward Bailey, as a historical 
museum. The house has been moved from its 



original location at Northeast 39th Street and 
Northeast 8th Avenue to 3876 Northeast Sixth 
Avenue. A $10,000 grant from the City of Oakland 
Park and proceeds from a rummage sale spon
sored by the Women's Club of Oakland Park 
helped to defray expenses. 

PLANTATION HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Dorothy 
0 'Hare, President) 

On March 1, 1977, the City of Plantation do
nated a room formerly used by the municipal court 
in the Plantation City Hall at 400 Northwest 73rd 
Avenue to the Plantation Historical Society. So
ciety members have created a museum document
ing the history and growth of Plantation in this 
space. The museum is open every Wednesday af
ternoon from 1 P.M. to 4 P.M. At the annual 
meeting in May, a slide show of historic Plantation 
was presented to the public. 

POMPANO BEA CH HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
(Thomas W. Johnston, President) 

The Pompano Beach Historical Society, the 
City of Pompano Beach, and the Broward County 
Historical Commission, with the assistance of the 
Port Everglades Authority, will sponsor PIONEER 
DAYS 1977. The fifth annual exposition will be 
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held on Saturday, October 1, 1977 and Sunday, 
October 2, 1977, in Building 22-24 at Port 
Everglades. The theme of this year's program is 
agriculture. 

THE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NOVA UNIVER
SITY JUNIOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Dr. Leo
nard A. Tomasello, advisor) 

A coloring book based on historic sites in 
Broward County dating back to 1915 has been pro
duced by the junior historical society members. 
The young artists drew their pictures from old 
photographs. Landmarks featured in the publica
tion include the Davie General Store, Fort Lauder
dale High School, Dresden Apartments, Broward 
County Courthouse, and Dixie Highway Bridge. 
Copies of the 60-page coloring book are two dollars 
and may be ordered from The University School, 
7500 Southwest 36 Street, Fort Lauderdale 33314 
or by calling 583-6185. 

WILTON MANORS HISTORICAL SOCIETY (Di
anne Thompson, President) 

The oral history of Wilton Manors continues 
to be accumulated. Society members are in the 
process of selecting pioneers to be honored during 
the upcoming PIONEER DAYS exposition at Port 
Everglades. 

PIONEER DAYS 1977 

Documents, photographs, art works, and 
other artifacts of a historical nature are solicited 
from the public. They should be mailed or deliv
ered to: Broward County Historical Commission, 
Room 800, Courthouse, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
33301. Unless restricted by the donor, all gifts 

shall become the public property of Broward 
Co·.nty, Florida, and will repose in the archives of 

the Historical Commission. 
In the belief that a knowledge of the past is 

critically important to the present exercise of good 
citl?enship and government, Broward Legacy is 
devoted to spreading the awareness of local his-
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tory. Editorial contributions about historical 
places, personages, events, architecture, etc., in 
south Florida are welcome. All manuscripts or in
quiries should be accompanied by a stamped, self
addressed envelope. Broward Legacy assumes no 
responsibility for the loss or damage of submitted 
material. The submission of a manuscript, which 
includes all drawings, sketches, photos, and art
work, to Broward Legacy is the author's warranty 
that the material is in no way an infringement 
upon the rights of others and that the material is 
released for publication without additional ap
proval. 
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