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'IO MY F'ELIJ:M BR:MARD CJJUNTIANS AND FIDRIDIANS AT I..,.2\R;E: 

Your Braward County Historical Ccmnission has surveyed this first issue 
of the quarterly journal, BR:MARD I..EX;ACY, with the sane excit:.erent, pride and 
affection shared by parents of a "first born". 

We congratulate the Advisory Council on PublicationS for a great first 
effort. We hope that every reader · will share our enthusia::rn and look forward 
to each future issue. 

In a journalistic style and with historical academic accuracy, we under
take to recapture and disseminate for present and future generations the 
history and heritage of Florida with enphasis on the Broward County area 
through art, photographs and text. 

We recognize that our great history enccmpasses a large nlmlber of people 
and many exciting episodes. The decision for an oversized first issue during 
the Bicentennial year provides a large sampling which demonstrates the broad 
scope of the publication. The criteria for publication is not "how great?" 
or "how early?" but, rather, "what, who and when". 

Your support and constructive cnnments are essential for we anticipate 
error and desire to correct our own just as we hope to correct errors pre
viously printed and published elsewhere. 

We need your contributions, talent and expertise for future issues and 
irrprovement. Please do not hesitate or neglect to contact us. 

With your help we can all learn sarething nf:M, sarething exciting and 
sarething irrportant about Brc:Mard' s past which "Y.Duld enable us to build a 
better Brc:Mard for the future. 

~.~:/))~ 
F. K. WALKER 
Chairman 
BIDWARD CXXJNI'Y HIS'IORICAL CXM>ITSSION 
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THE TAMING OF BROWARD'S WILD, WILD WEST: 
AN ANALYSIS OF ''THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 

DAVIE'' 

Marlyn Kemper 

In 1925, a proposal for incorporation of the town of 
Davie and adjacent terrain was formulated by com
munity leaders as they crusaded to transform the 
facilities dotting the landscape and to beat back the 
rising tide of legal infractions caused by rip-off artists, 
moonshiners, prostitutes and gamblers in the Davie 
environs. The following communique sent by Davie 
resident, Mrs. Ed Middlebrooks, to the Fort Lauder
dale Chief of Police reflected the need for incorporation 
as a deterrent to crime. Mrs. Middlebrooks wrote "I 
want to ask you if you all can't let us have a good man 
out at Davie for protection. I declare the drunkenness 
and misbehavior in front of the store I can't stand and at 
times they try and do come in the store and cut up, then 
if a-body tries to get them out, then comes the trouble. 
We have no phone but hope to ... We also hope to have 
this place incorporated so we can have protection, but we 
need it now, especially on Saturday nights, Sunday, and 
Sunday nights. I live over the store and my husband, my 
boys, and myseH work in the store. I cannot put up with 
the drunkenness, cursing and bad conduct. I am nervous 
and do not want any trouble. I try to raise my boys right 
and they listen to me and I don't want to be bothered 
with such going on." 

On Monday, October 14, 1925, at the un
precedented session in the Davie schoolhouse, forty-eight 
Davie residents openly optimistic about the proposition 

to form and establish a municipal government with cor
porate privileges and powers signed a notice in com
pliance with the revised statutes of the state of Florida to 
be printed in the 1925 editions of the Fort Lauderdale 
newspapers appearing on October 14, October 21, Oc
tober 28, November 4 and November 11. In addition to 
delineating the area to be embraced within the corporate 
limits, the notice announced the upcoming meeting of all 
qualified voters living within the specified territorial 
boundaries on Monday, November 16 for discussion and 
endorsement of the municipal incorporation proposal. In 
the interim, the signers of the notice actively campaigned 
to persuade and convince other residents to lend sup
port to the bid for consolidating the town of Davie and 
contiguous territory. Programs for future development, 
particularly for the construction of sewers, bridges, 
sidewalks, roadways and buildings and the creation of 
public squares and parks,struck a chord of sympathy. 

On the day of decision, the voter turnout at the 
Davie schoolhouse was lighter than anticipated. Each in
dividual was handed a written ballot imprinted with the 
phrases "for incorporation" and "against in
corporation." The final tally, tabulated by Sam Rooney, 
Mrs. M.E . . Henry and George Kennick,showed that 
twenty-eight favored the drive for change and two were 
opposed. Following the ratification of the results of the 
election, the incorporate name of the new municipality 
was officially established as Davie; and "Davie, 

BBOWAHO COUNTY III STOHI CA L COMMI SSION . 
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Davie General Store, Ca. 1916. 



Broward County, Florida" was selected to appear on the 
corporate seal. 

The chairman of the meeting, Frank Stirling, then 
announced that the nomination for a mayor of Davie 
was up for grabs; not surprisingly, following his 
nomination by H.M. Viele, the canny and energetic 
Stirling was elected. The next item on the agenda was 
the selection of town council members. The aldermen 
chosen were Walter Henry for Ward One, the area north 
of the south New River canal; W.H. Aires for Ward 
Two, Aires Road; Ray Jenne for Ward Three, Dania 
Road; C.E. Viele for Ward Four, Viele Road; and 
William Brumby for Ward Five, Brumby Road. The 
meeting was adjourned following the designation of C.L. 
Walsh as town clerk and A.C. Brown as town marshal. 

The most memorable undertaking performed by the 
corporation's newly recruited officials was the for
mulation of a landmark document updating Davie 's 
existing laws and ordinances. Originally called Zona, the 
settlement located north of Miami adjacent to the 
Everglades along the south New River canal, was 
renamed Davie following the purchase by speculator 
R.P. Davie of Colorado of 27,500 acres of swampland at 
two dollars an acre when drainage of the Glades, spon
sored by Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, was in full 
swing. 

COURTESY FORT LAUDERDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. Frank Stirling 
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Land travel through the sparsely inhabited Davie 
countryside had at one time been so risky that it was of
ten abandoned in favor of water transportation. In fact , 
boats were just about as numerous as settlers. By way of 
illustration, toward the end of the festivities in 1915 
marking the creation of Broward County, one hundred 
Davie residents came to Fort Lauderdale by barge 
waving banners and flags and singing the tune "It's a 
long way to Davie:' Reaching Davie even by craft was 
no easy feat as pioneer C. Edward Viele discovered 
when he lost all his furniture in a capsized boat in the 
midst of the New River. 

Over the ensuing years, laws and ordinances had 
proliferated somewhat chaotically. To reform some of 
the musty rules and procedures, in January, 1926, coun
cil members Ray Jenne, W.H. Aires and William 
Brumby were assigned to compile the most pertinent 
legal data for the government publication entitled "The 
Code of the Town of Davie:' By any standards, the com
pleted version reflecting the spirit of reform represented 
a significant accomplishment. Subsequent to the posting 
of the typewritten chronicle on the door of the town hall 
and at the public market place for a period of four 
weeks, "The Code of the Town of Davie" was swiftly 
adopted as the law of the town of Davie at a meeting of 
the town council held at the town hall on Tuesday, June 
15, 1926. All ordinances and parts of ordinances not 
contained within the Code were repealed. 

At the outset, "The Code of the Town of Davie" ef
fectively streamlined procedures for conducting govern
ment and business transactions and established 
guidelines for policymaking during town council 
sessions. Corporate officers, namely, the mayor, the 
marshal, the tax assessor, the tax collector, the clerk and 
treasurer, and the aldermen were empowered to organize 
a police force; preserve the public health by inspecting 
all places where food was manufactured, stored, or of
fered for sale and distribution; stamp out mosquitoes 
with larvicides; en fence animals; and license watch
makers, piano tuners, photographers, sewing machine 
agents, peddlers, merchants, druggists, realtors, lawyers, 
hypnotists, street vendors, fortune tellers, horse traders. 
dentists, and physicians. 

Even though legislating conduct is at best a tricky 
business, Davie officials in their zeal to improve the 
moral fiber of Davie life included a series of articles 
regulating residents' behavior. Contained within the 
Code were sermonets warning that intoxication, nudity, 
violence, gambling, indecent or lewd behavior, and ob
scene, profane or offensive language in or near a place of 
worship would not be tolerated. The conduct of all 
rogues, tramps, common pipers or fiddlers, stubborn 
children, runaways, night walkers, brawlers and " per
sons who neglect their calling or employment, misspend 
what they can earn, and do not provide for themselves or 
for the support of their family" was also censored. 

"The Code of the Town of Davie," with its em
phasis on establishing greater self discipline and moral 
awareness, was hailed as a major achievement. With the 



ratification of the Code, Davie residents envisioned a 
resolution of scandal tainted activities and an im
provement in the quality of life as the reforms 
enumerated in the Code clarified lines of authority, 
focused responsibility and outlined policies for the day 
to day management of public affairs. 
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OF CHAPTER 6930, ACTS 1915, CHAPTER 
7347, ACTS 1917, AND CHAPTER 7838, ACTS 
1919 LAWS OF FLORIDA. ADOPTED BY THE 
LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 
JUNE 9, 1919. IN THREE VOLUMES. James 
E. Calkins, Commissioner, Fernandina, Florida. 
Deland, Florida: E.O. Painter Printing Company. 

"Transcription of the Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Qualified Voters Residing in the Proposed Incor
porate Limits of the Town of Davie held at the 
Schoolhouse in the Town of Davie on November 
the 16th, 1925." 

Marlyn Kemper received her B.A. from Finch 
College and M.A. in Anthropology from Temple Univer
sity. She has authored several series of works in history 
including a revision STANDARD HISTORY OF THE 
MEDICAL PROFESSION OF PHILADELPHIA, 
Konkle and Henry, 1897 ( 1976). She currently serves as 
Public Information Officer for the Broward County 
Historical Commission and writes "Broward History" as 
a weekly feature of the Fort Lauderdale News 
and Sun Sentinel. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS UPDATE 

A survey of the programs of the respective historical 
societies throughout Broward County reveals numerous 
activities and a resurgence in membership partially stim
ulated by the Bicentennial. The following is a list of 
many of these projects. 

Black Historical Society of Broward County (Mary 
Smith, President) 

Guidelines are being devised to aid members in 
collecting, preserving and displaying the contributions 
of black citizens to the growth and development of 
Broward County. 

Broward County Archaeological Society, Inc. (Michael 
Dallett, President) 

This active society is excavating several prehistoric 
sites. Wilma Williams was installed as President of the 
Florida Anthropological Society when the Broward 
County Chapter hosted the Florida Anthropological 
Society's annual meeting in March, 1976. 

Broward Genealogical Society (Audrey Sullivan, Presi
dent) 

This organization is involved with projects to assist 
members in lineage research and in tracing the back
ground of the families that constitute Broward County. 
Workshops and a variety of programs have been held 
throughout the year. 

Coral Springs Historical Society (James Miller, Presi
dent) 

The Coral Springs Historical Society was organized 
in May, 1976. Members are making plans for exhibits 
in the old police station which also housed the first city 
hall. This building is scheduled to be moved and used 
as a museum for the city. With the cooperl!_tion of Coral 
Ridge properties, a slide history and oral history are 
being prepared. A newspaper is published each month 
indicating historical information. 

Dania Historical Society 
At the present time, the Dania Historical Society 

is in the process of reorganization. 

Davie Historical Society (Kenneth King, President) 
An oral history continues to be collected and plans 

are currently underway to preserve the Murray and 
Frances Miller Joiner house. 

Deerfield Beach Historical Society (Julie Brugnoni, 
President) 

A Kester cottage has been restored as a pioneer 
house and is now open to the public. Several articles 
of furniture which once belonged to George Butler, the 
first mayor of Deerfield, are displayed in the cottage. 
Fourteen houses in Deerfield have been listed on the 

continued on p. 35 5 



.. 

Ivy Stranahan greeted by prominent Seminole leader 
6 

... 
..1 

;. 

f 
~ _. 'l 

. ' 

COURTESY FORT LAUDERDALE HISTORICAL SOCIETY , INC. 



IVY STRANAHAN 
AND THE "FRIENDS OF THE SEMINOLES" 

1899-1971 

Harry A. Kersey, Jr. 

and 

Rochelle Kushin 

One of the legendary pioneer figures in recent South 
Florida history was a slight, soft-spoken but iron-willed 
school teacher who became a leading champion of In
dian rights in this century. Born at White Springs on 
the Suwanee River in 1881, Ivy Julia Cromartie moved 
with her family in 1895 to this section of the state, 
settling first at Juno and later at Lemon City. By 1899 
she had completed her schooling, qualified for a teach
ing certificate and was sent by the Dade County Board 
of Education to open a school at the small New River 
settlement known as Fort Lauderdale. 

Life in the wilderness was not easy; the opening of 
school was delayed because the building was unfinished 
when she arrived, the path from her house to the school 
abounded with wildlife, and the oppressive heat and 
bugs made teaching difficult. Moreover, only nine child
ren attended when the school did open. This was to be 
Ivy's only year as a paid teacher, although she later 
recalled that she felt "well to do' 1on her S48 monthly 
salary. 

In August, 1900, Ivy Cromartie was married to 
Frank Stranahan who first came to run a stagecoach 
stop~ver camp and ferry service across the New River. 1 

He soon established a trading post and carried on a 
profitable commerce with the Seminole Indians of the 
region. Within a year,Stranahan built a rambling river 
front two-story house for his bride; they lived above 
and used the lower portion for a store and trading post. 
Mrs. Stranahan would make her home there for the next 
seventy years. 

When the Seminoles poled their canoes from the 
Everglades to trade at the Stranahan store, they usually 
brought the entire family and camped for several days. 
With no children of her own, Mrs. Stranahan took a 
great interest in the Indian youngsters who accompanied 
their parents. At first they were shy and afraid of the 
white woman, but she soon won them over by letting 
them dress up in her large "merry widow" hats and gave 
them the run of the house. 

As time went by, she informally began to teach the 
rudimentary "three Rs" to some of the children, using 
materials supplied by the local Presbyterian Church -

although she was a devout Seventh Day Adventist. Only 
children were instructed, in groups ranging from six to 
twelve. She believed that they could relay their informa
tion to receptive a_dults more effectively than she ever 
could. Mrs. Stranahan had no desire to transform the 
Indian culture and often told her tmpils "We don't 
want to make white people out of you, just give you the 
best of what you are. " 2 Many of the old Seminoles dis-

trusted any of the white man's ways, especially educa
tion, but over the years they came to trust and respect 
the woman whom they called Watchie Estral Hutrie 
(The Little White Mother l. 3 

During the first quarter of this century, Ivy Strana
han was a major spokeswoman for the Seminoles in 
their dealings with the federal government and local 
officials. She was instrumental in having Tony Tommie, 
a young Seminole boy, admitted to the Fort Lauderdale 
public school in 1915 - only the second time that a 
member of the Tribe had attempted public education 
in Florida. 4 

As Chairwoman of the Indian Affairs Committee 
of the Florida Federation of Woman's Clubs, Mrs. 
Stranahan played a prominent role in that organiza
tion's lobby for the establishment of a permanent reser
vation for the Seminole people. She was at odds with the 
aggressive tactics of her illustrious contemporary Minnie 
More-Willson, who helped organize the "Friends of the 
Florida Seminoles" society at Kissimmee in 1899. Mrs. 
Stranahan attempted to have the abrasive Mrs. Willson 
removed from the Indian Committee of the Federation 
in 1916, but to no avail. 5 Thereafter, Mrs. Willson 
pursued an independent course of action, and when the 
state legislature did establish a 100,000 acre state reser· 
vation in 1917, it was the Kissimmee organization 
which received most of the credit. Undaunted and al
most single-handed, Mrs. Stranahan continued her 
struggle to assist the Seminoles who lived along the 
lower East Coast of the state. 

In addition to the members of the Federation of 
Women's Clubs, who lent moral and limited financial 
support to her efforts, Mrs. Stranahan's great ally was 
the federal Indian Agent, Lucien A. Spencer, who served 
in that capacity from 1913 until his death in 1930. 
Spencer was an Episcopal clergyman who left his post 
as Dean of St. Luke's Cathedral in Orlando to take up 
field work among the Indians, following in the footsteps 
of Bishop William C. Gray, Dr. W.J. Godden and others 
of his denomination who had established Seminole 
missions. 6 He brought a high standard of ethics and a 
zeal which matched that of Mrs. Stranahan; together, 
they were relentless foes of bootleggers and those who 
carried liquor to the Indian camps. Unfortunately, their 
idealism was not matched by local magistrates who 
refused to vigorously prosecute the dealers who violated 
state and federal statutes. So ardent a temperance ad
vocate was Mrs. Stranahan that she would not allow her 
husband to sell the Indians any items which contained 
alcohol, not even vanilla extract. 1 Despite such efforts, 
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however, the Indians continued to succumb to drink 
which many other traders had no qualms in providing. ' 

During the Florida "Land Boom" of the 1920's 
there was an insatiable demand for real estate, and even 
submarginal land brought premium prices. Corpora
tions drained and fenced their holdings and demanded 
the removal of Indian squatters by the law. Seminole 
camps rapidly were being displaced by housing develop
ments. The Indians held no legal title to the sites which 
they had occupied for generations, yet many were re
luctant to move on to federal trust lands which had been 
set aside beginning in the 1890's for their use. Because 
she was trusted by the Seminoles, Agent Spencer so
licited Mrs. Stranahan 's aid in convincing the local 
group of Seminoles to take up residence on a 500-acre 
tract near the town of Dania. In 1924 she took four of 
the Indian leaders there in her automobile and per
suaded them that the move would be in their best in
terest. 

The Seminoles agreed to the move, and in 1926 
the Dania Seminole Reservation was officially opened 
as a camp for sick and indigent lndians. s The govern
ment provided quarters which were quickly occupied 
by the Osceolas, Jumpers, Tommies and other Indian 
families. The following year a government elementary 
day school was opened at Dania Reservation and the 
wife of an Indian missionary was the teacher. Mrs. 
Stranahan was pleased to see the school in operation and 
considered it the culmination of her efforts to educate 
the children. Unfortunately, the school was plagued by 
a rapid turnover of teachers, a marginal curriculum 
and limited support from Indian parents. It eventually 
was closed in 1936 as part of the economic retrenchment 
which curtailed services on the reservation . 9 However, 
rather than see the government assume the burdens of 
education and other social services for the Seminoles 
Mrs. Stranahan was about to embark on yet anothe; 
phase of her mission. 

The Depression era of the 1930's took a terrible 
toll on the Seminoles of Florida. The economic and 
social dislocations of the preceding two decades had left 
them destitute and dispirited. Many Indian families 
lived either in camps near the trust lands or at shoddy 
tourist villages. They eked out a bare existence by work
ing for farmers or the government agency, sold a few 
handicrafts and occasionally guided a hunting party 
across land that they had once trapped and hunted as 
their own. They were victims of poor health, poor nu
trition and an ever increasing problem with alcoholism. 
In a 1931 survey of the Seminoles for the U.S. Senate, 
Roy Nash found that "It is difficult to overestimate 
what the friendship of people like the Stranahans of Fort 
Lauderdale , the Hendrys and Hansons of For~ Myers, 
and the Willsons of Kissimmee meant to the Seminoles 
during the years when they distrusted the Government 
and hated the missionary. They had ,one of the dominant 
race to whom they could tum for disinterested advice. " 10 

Indeed, Mrs. Stranahan had carried on an ex
tensive correspondence concerning Indian affairs with 
members of the Florida congressional delegation. In 
1930, she testiiied before the U.S. Senate Subcommittee 
of the Committee on Indian Mfairs and recounted the 
plight of the tribe. 11 Her testimony touched on most of 
the major social and economic ills of the Indian people, 
especially the fact that bootlegging was still rampant 
and no action was being taken by local authorities to 
stem the flow of liquor to the Seminoles. She reported 
that many of the women and girls of the tribe were 
receptive to education, although the older people were 
not, and cited the fact that some attended the reserva
tion school regularly. Nevertheless, she admitted that 
Indian children would have great difficulty entering 
public schools at that time due to their academic de
ficiencies and a low standard of personal hygiene. 
Clearly, if there were to be any promise of a better future 
for the Seminole youngsters, there would have to be more 
direct assistance from the government and other sources. 

Shortly after Mrs. Stranahan's appearance in the 
nation's capitol, a group of Christian women in Florida 
took up the cause of the Seminoles. Early in 1934 1 Miss 
B. Louise Wool:)ford. Executive Chairman of the Florida 
Chain of Missionary Assemblies, became interested in 
the work of the Florida Federation of Women's Clubs 
in the areas where the Indians lived. Miss Woodford 
was determined that her organization should cooperate 
and band together with other clubs to give aid and 
support to the Indian people whose needs were identi
fied by the Stranahan testimony. Mter several meetings 
with interested groups in St. Petersburg, Orlando and 
Fort Lauderdale, it was decided to call the new society 
"Friends of the Florida Semino~2 This title was an 
unfortunate choice because it often was confused with 
the Kissimmee group of an earlier period, even after 
"Florida" was dropped from the name. Any individual 
who was a friend to the Indians would be allowed to 
join. Mrs. Stranahan was chosen Secretary-Treasurer 
and would occupy an active or honorary office in the 
group for the remainder of her life. 

One of the Friends' first projects was to bring an 
educated Indian woman from the West to protect Sem
inole women and girls from the liquor and immorality 
that was afflicting the tribe. The person selected was 
Miss Minnie Deer, a Creek Indian and a teacher in 
Bacone College, Oklahoma. 13 Upon arriving in Florida 
she initially spent some time with Mrs. Stranahan in 
Fort Lauderdale to familiarize herself with Seminole 
ways, then she went into the camps. At first she was 
shocked by the Seminole's primitive way of life and her 
initial contacts with the people were unfriendly; but 
after a time she was accepted by young and old alike. 

Contributions from all over the state made it pos
sible to continue Minnie Deer 's work for several years. 
The job of collecting funds was assigned to Mrs. Robert 
Shearer of Orlando, President of the Florida Federation 
of Woman's Clubs. Her region was the first to make its 



' assigned quota . In 1935, U.S. Indian Commissioner, 
John Collier, accompanied by Secretary of the Interior 
Harold Ickes and his wife, visited the Big Cypress. 
Their meeting with the Seminoles was judged successful 
due in part to the liaison work of Miss Deer. 

The education of Seminole children soon became 
the major focus of the Friends of the Seminoles. In her 
report for 193 7, Mrs. Stranahan noted that there were 
five Indian girls and two boys in grade school who 
needed a chance at education. Only through study and 
vocational training, she wrote, could these people emerge 
as leaders among their own people. 14 By that time the 
day school at the Dania Reservation had been virtually 
abandoned and there was no place for them to continue 
their studies. Thus, with financial support from the 
Friends, the first children of the tribe were sent to the 
Cherokee Indian School in North Carolina in the fall of 
1937. The children were Betty Mae Tiger, her brother 
Howard Tiger, Mary and Agnes Parker, Mary Tommie 
and Moses Jumper. 

Throughout her school years, Betty Mae Tiger con
tinued to correspond with Mrs. Stranahan. When this 
young Indian girl left for school in 193 7, many in the 
t~ibe were not happy, but she hoped that someday they 
would understand and accept school. As she approached 
graduation, there were nine other Seminoles in school 
with her. In one of her letters she wrote : " ... and I 
hope that it will be possible for more to follow and as I 
saw children following my footsteps toward an educa
tion I knew then I would never quit school which my 
grandmother wished me very much to do, because it 
means everything to me to see my tribe take an interest 
toward the school which we need so badly. All the years 
I have been in school I pray that someday all my people 
may realize the needs of an education and that my in
fluence may mean something to them. " 1; 

In June 1 l945,Betty Mae Tiger and Agnes Parker 
graduated from Cherokee Indian High School. Betty 
Mae went on to take nurse 's training and returned to 
work at the Dania Reservation as a public health as
sistant. Twenty years later she was elected Chairman of 
the Tribal Council, the only woman so honored by the 
Seminoles. This was the fulfillment of one of Mrs. Stran
ahan's fondest dreams, a dream which began on the 

" back porch of her trading post home over half a century 
before. 

In the years immediately following World War II, 
the Friends of the Seminoles turned their efforts toward 
having Seminole youngsters admitted to local public 
schools in Florida. By l946,there were seventeen Indian 
students in the Dania public school, three at Immokalee 
and another twenty-five attended the Federal Day 
School that had been opened on the rural Brighton 
Reservation. A number of chilren continued to go away 
to boarding school. That year there were twenty-one 
attending at Cherokee, North Carolina, and another 
two in Okiahoma. 

Providing clothing and lunch money for the school 
children became a major concern of the Friends, and 
various local organizations such as the Panhellenic 
Society and Daughters of the American Revolution 
contributed heavily in this regard. In fact, there was 
somewhat of an interlocking directorate between the 
Friends and D.A.R. because one of Mrs. Stranahan's 
closest associates in the Indian work, Mrs. 0. H. Abbey, 
was also a moving force in the local D.A.R. chapter 1'• 

and often accompanied the Seminole children on their 
bus journey to the North Carolina boarding school. One 
of the preconditions for admitting Indian children into 
the Broward County schools was that they be properly 
clothed and trained in sanitary habits. It was Mrs. 
Abbey who supervised this readiness program with the 
aid of an Indian teacher sent down from the Cherokee 
school. The children learned the alphabet, some English 
phrases, the Pledge of Allegiance, as well as how to wash 
themselves and use the "flushing johns." Accordmg to 
Dr. Myron Ashmore, who was principal at Dania when 
the Seminole children first came, they did not always 
remember their hygiene lessons; nevertheless, with the 
help of teachers and Friends the transition was achieved 
with minimal trauma for all concerned. 17 By 1950 the 
Indian enrollment in the public schools of South Florida 
had doubled, and a preschool play group was estab
lished on the reservations to begin preparing children 
earlier for school. Members of the Friends of the Sem
inoles contributed countless hours working with the 
children, taking them shopping and into their homes, 
as well as soliciting the support of various community 
agencies. 

The "Friends of the Seminoles, Florida Founda
tion, Inc." was chartered in 1949 as a non-profit organi
zation by the Circuit Court of Broward County. 18 In the 
incorporation papers, Mrs. Stranahan was listed as presi
dent and her home address given as the group's prin
cipal place of business. Mrs. O.H. Abbey was treasurer 
of the corporation, whose general nature and purposes 
were "to promote educational, physical, social and 
economic welfare, home building and advancement of 
the Seminole Indians of Florida "J Q 

The corporation could acquire and hold or sell real 
property to a value of SSO,OOO, establish loan funds 
and conduct business like any other corporate entity. 
Annual membership dues were a minimum S 1.00. In 
the early 1950's, the Friends were concerned with im
proving living conditions on the reservations. Mrs. Stran
ahan's annual report of 1952,noted that "The need of 
greatest importance to the welfare of the Seminole now, 
since he is friendly to the government under which he 
lives; has accepted Christianity, and is willingly per
mitting his children to attend school; is a better home 
for his family, he is asking for a better house." 20 

Literature distributed by the Housing Committee 
appealed for volunteers to co-sign bank notes for Sem
inole homes at the rate of S800 to Sl,OOO, but funds 

9 



were slow in arriving. In l952,the focus was on building 
a home for Bill Osceola, an Indian elder, as an example 
for others to follow. Funds for the project came from 
throughout the state, but primarily from the Tampa 
Woman's Club where the Chairman of their Indian Af
fairs and Welfare Department, Mrs. T .M. Shackleford, 
prevailed in having the club's entire account for Indian 
work diverted to this project. The clubs' cooperative 
venture resulted in the deposit of S 1,500 in the Dania 
bank to insure construction of the Osceola home. Other 
donations soon followed; 1Through the 1960's, the cor
poration's building fund would make contributions to 
erect community centers and individual homes on the 
three Seminole Reservations. 

Just as the Seminole Indians were beginning to 
make real progress in all areas of self-development, the 
federal government announced its policy of "termina
tion " whereby ali support services to the tribe would 
cease. In effect,this would place the Seminoles on their 
own at a time when they had neither an educated leader
ship with skills necessary to handle their own affairs, 
nor a political structure to carry out the necessary social 
and economic functions of the people. When the with
drawal plan was formally presented to the Seminoles 
in October, 1953, the response was immediate and nega
tive in all quarters. 

The Indian people held a series of meetings and 
promulgated resolutions which called for the continua
tion of the Seminole Agency and essential support serv
ices for twenty-five years. During that time, the govern
ment should concentrate on the education and training 
of the people, as well as improving their reservations, 
with a view to the time when they could run their own 
affairs. The Friends would support this position at con
gressional hearings the following year but, fearing the 
worst, they passed an immediate resolution requesting 
"That at such time as the Government relinquishes their 
right and control in the Seminole Reservation , that we, 
the Friends of the Seminoles, Florida Foundation , Inc. , 
ask for the right of the T rusteeship of the property .. . 
until such time as the Seminole Indians are able to take 
possession in their own rights. " 22 Fortunately, termina
tion did not proceed to that point. 

On March I and :2. 19:14, a joint hParing of th P 
Subcommittees of Congress considering tPrmination of 
thP :St>m in ole wa~ held in Washington. An a rrav of ;;ta te 
and fPdPra l offi cia ls. anthropologists. Indians and pri
va te ci tizens gavt> testimonv or entered statements ~ u p

porting the Sem inol l' pos ition tha t th Py should not be 
tPrminated. Flor ida Congressman Dwight Rogers was 
particu la rl y outspokpn in his opposition to termin ation. 
as was Mrs. Abbey who rp presented the Friend s of tlw 
SPminolf's due to Mrs. ::) trana han 's ill ness . H owever. 
Mrs. Stranahan's lPW•r, affirmin g the Seminole pos ition 
and eloquently stating her own views, was entered in the 
minutes . In part it read: 
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" It is on ly some fifteen years now that any citi
zen interested in Indians could come in and 

work with the Seminoles. But now since this is 
possible, we have hundreds of well-meaning 
men, women and children, organizations and 
clubs as well as churches of our state and com
munity cooperating to make them feel a part 
of the community in which they are the real 
pioneers , the people the first white citizens 
found here when they arrived. 

" But gentlemen of the committee, this hard 
work of fifty years will lose all its meaning in 
moral building if we permit our government to 
withdraw all their protection . We as a state and 
community will take our responsibility as it has 
come to us that we have been doing to a degree 
but it has mislead our Government to with
draw Federal protection from the Seminole 
lands, cattle and property there in the short 
time of three years as in Bill H .R . 7321 now 
before your committee. Mr. Chairman you 
must strike the number "3" and substitute the 
wish and request of the Seminole Indians to 25 
years. Please Mr. Chairman and members of 
the Committee, this is the best interest of the 
most minority group in these United States. 
A people who are asking the least and have the 
least. They are asking a reasonable service for 
part of a race who have given up much of the 
beautiful country to ruling white man." 2J 

As a result of these hearings, as well as subtle pres
sure brought by bureaucrats and committee members 
such as Congressman James A. Haley and Senator 
George Smathers, the Seminoles were removed from the 
list of tribes to be terminated. 24 Instead, they were al
lowed to formally organize themselves under provisions 
of the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 and form ed 
their own Seminole Tribe of Florida, Inc., in 195 7. Five 
years later a group along the Tamiami Trail broke with 
the main body and organized a new Miccosukee Tribe 
of Indians. 25 In the intervening years, both tribes have 
effectively assumed most of the health , education, wel
fare and economic development programs formerly 
provided by the federal government and private asso
ciations. From that point forward , the Friends of the 
Seminoles and similar societies around the state have 
had no significant impact on the Indian people except 
for underwriting occasional social festivities and award
ing educational scholarships to Seminole students. 

When Ivy Stranahan passed away in August,1 97 1, 
it was the end of an era in Florida. She was one of the 
last survivors of that rugged pioneer generation which 
opened the peninsula south of Lake Okeechobee. They 
arrived long before the railroad, wrested a living as best 
they could by farming or trading with the Indians and 
turned old fort sites into thriving settlements. Unlike 
most of her contemporaries, the literate and articulate 
Mrs. Stranahan achieved state and national recognition 



for her Indian work although many other pioneer fam
ilies rendered equally valuable assistance to their Sem
inole friends on an individual basis. 

She was cast in the mold of a typical 19th Century 
humanitarian reformer who undertook her mission as a 
Christian duty. And ii she failed to recognize that eHorts 
to educate, house and otherwise "upliit" the Seminoles 
contributed to the very disintegration of their core values, 
it can only be attributed to a lack of understanding of 
how cultural change occurs. Regardless, there was little 
that she or anyone could have done to reverse the in
exorable process of acculturation which was under way 
among the Florida Seminoles. It is to Ivy Stranahan's 
everlasting credit that she devoted most of her life to 
making this cultural transformation as painless as pos
sible for her Indian friends. 
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WILLIAM COOLEY: BKOWAKD'S LEGEND 

Dr. Cooper Kirk 

History has not treated William Cooley kindly. In 
modern parlance his has been a bad press or, rather, no 
press at all. A remarkable person he is vaguely remem
ben•d as the man whose family was massacred on New 
River on January 6, 1 H36. As matters now stand, it is as 
if he possessed no personality or career of his own. Like 
biblical Melchisedec he is credited with no beginning or 
ending. To him is given only the brief day when history 
thrust him unwillingly into the limelight. His sole claim 
to fame seems to rest upon his survivorship of a tragedy 
that brought horrible death to his family at the hands of 
revenge-bent Indians. In addition to the loss of his fam
ily at his advanced age, the tragedy robbed him of all his 
worldly goods and left him destitute. 

Yet. Cooley deserves better in his own right. As the 
first official lawman and judge in what is present day 
Broward County. he combined this calling with many 
others. some official and others private. Upon his should
ers rested the tiresome official duty of appraising land. 
buildings. ships and slaves in southern Florida when 
nature prt>vailed to prevent all but the most hardy and 
adventurPsome from travel, much less settlement. His 
t>xplorations of southPast Florida astoundPd his con
temporariPs. No othPr guidP for thP wilderness was more 
trustPd . As a manufacturer,he had no Pqual and hardly 
a compPtitor in south Florida. Not the least of his ac
complishmPnts. he acted as guardian and buffer bptween 
dociiP Indians and rapacious white men who swore thPir 
dominion extendPd to whatPVf'r their hands touchPd. To 
him lwlongs thP distinction of bringing to south Florida 
somP humaneness and culturP which partially lifted thP 
blankPt of ignorance and barbarity. 

For more than a quarter century, Cooley survived 
thP Indian massacre of his household which consisted 
of his dPvotPd wife. three childrPn and Joseph Flinton, 
tlw family tutor from Cecil County. Maryland. He never 
remarried. Highly respected in his circlPs as evidenced 
by his being uniformly addrt>ssed as "Mr. Cooley" and 
by thP usP of the titiP "Esquire," his was an unusually 
long and productivP lifP. Few men of his day could claim 
such a life that spanned two of the most formative peri
ods in this country's history: the American Revolution
arv War and thP American Civil War. Judicious in 
thought and strenuous in execution of plans. his public 
carPer. although temporarily eclipsed by personal trag
edy. rosp phoPnix-likP to new heights after his tenure as 
NPw RivPr Settlement Justice of thP Peace. l83l-1H36. 
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Born in Maryland in 1782 or 17H3. Cooley arrived 
in Florida in I H 13 at a time when the Spanish barely 
held Florida. Their nominal ownership suffered from 
thP fierce pressures PXPrted by the government of the 
United States and by individual citizens anxious to 
exploit virtually virgin lands. Fragmentary evidPnce 
indicates that Cooley may have accompaniPd Colonel 
John Williams and the Tennessee Volunteers of 1Hl3 in 

their attempt to wrest Florida from thP Spanish on 
behalf of the United States. Supportive of this viPw is thP 
fact that Cooley established a plantation at McGirt's 
Landing on thP St. Mary's River near thp point whPrP 
the Tennesseans crossed into Florida. Later, he improved 
land on the west bank of the St. Johns River about 
thirty miles south of present day Jacksonville. a plot 
Americans designated "Cooley Hammac.·· 

Locating at Alligator Pond in the vicinity of present 
day Lake City, he set about cultivating a small pi PCP of 
land and trading with Indians who hardly were knO\d
edgPable of white men's ways. Bold and often aciduous 
in speech, he cultivated friendship with Indians l!'d by 
Chief Miconopy. Soon he masterPd their language and 
customs. By upholding the Indians claim to tlw un
settled lands, he incurred the enmity of Don Jose del 
Maza Arredondo who then was engaged in activPiy 
pressing his claim for 330,000 acres of land in thP Ala
chua territory. the center of Indian life in north central 
Florida. Despite Cooley's representations on behalf of 
the Indians. Arredondo succeeded in g!'tting the Spanish 
crown to reward his services in its behalf. After AmPri
can possession of Florida in I H2l. Arredondo increased 
his efforts to sell portions of his huge domain to incoming 
Americans. Disgusted by legal usurpation of Indian 
lands. Cooley made the decision to settle as far away as 
possible from Spanish influence. In I H24 he settled on 
the north bank of New River near the "forks. •· 

In line with the other settlers of thP NPw R ivPr 
Settlement, he did not purchase land. He "squated .. in 
anticipation of purchase after the United States govern
ment surveyed the area and opened it to legal owner
ship. His neighbors in the blossoming community in
cluded the aged Frankee Lewis whose residence on Nrw 
River certainly dated before 1 793, possibly as early as 
1 7H3. In the year of Cooley's arrival, she submitted hPr 
claim for a section of New River land basPd upon her 
rPsidPnce and cultivation of land thPre prior to 181 Q. 

TPnnessean David Williams either accompanied CooiPy 
to New River or shortly preceded him. Other settiPrs 
who were there in 1824 or had settled prior to 1 H30 
embraced such personalities as Samuel K in1ble. WadeS. 
Rigby, Daniel C. Mallus. JoPI Yancy. Junior and Ed
ward Marr and totaled 60-70 persons. includinl! black 
slaves. Wishing to locate with her children on Miami 
RiVPr, Frankee Lewis sold her section of New Riwr 
land in I H30 for $400 to Richard Fitzpatrick of KPy 
West. With the settlPment of "Fizzv" and his ~ubsP
quent dPvelopment of the plantation system of black 
slavery. the New River SettlPment Pntered a new pra of 
prosperity. 

With the excPption of Cooley. the, New RivPr Set
tlenwnt, prior to 1H30, appears to have bPen composPd 
in large part of transient Bahamians bent upon sur\'i\'ing 
by "turtling." fishing, shipbuilding and "wrecking ... 
Wrecking offered the greatest immediate returns both 



Elll'ly nineteenth-century "Wrecker" as conceived by Gregg Lerman, eleventh grader of Piper High School 
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from the ships' commodities washed upon the beach and 
from participation in the guaranteed proceeds from the 
salvage of distressed vessels to New Providence until the 
United States established firm control of wrecking op
erations through the United States Superior Court which 
was established in Key West in 1828 and vested with 
control of admiralty cases. 

Although Cooley pursued many occupations from 
New River including wrecking, his chief endeavor lay in 
gathering, processing and shipping arrowroot. This was 
known to the Indians as compte' or coontie but scientif
ically designed Zamia integrifolia. In addition to its 
domestic use as bread dough, coontie commercially was 
used for wafers and biscuits. Arrowroot starch was ex
cellent when used as a staple food aboard ships because 
of its non-spoiling characteristics. In addition, the re
maining pulp could be fed to animals and used as fer
tilizer. <the New River environ was the acknowledged 
center of coontie growth in Florida. This fact accounted 
for the large contingent of Indians, reaching 300 during 
the Indian War, who frequented the area and at times 
were almost entirely dependent upon the coontie prod
ucts to ward off starvation. 

As Broward's first manufacturer, Cooley found 
New River to be a utilizable stream whose ocean outlet 
lay about six miles south of its eastward flow, separated 
from the Atlantic Ocean by a sand dune varying in width 
from fifty to one hundred-fifty feet at the inlet bar. The 
river averaged about fifty yards in width before forking 
northwest and southwest. Swift flowing current during 
hall the year proved ideal for Cooley's water-operated 
coontie machinery. Powered by three men, his equip
ment could manufacture 450 pounds of finished product 
daily . After a few years' operation Dr. Benjamin B. 
Strobel, publisher of the Key West Gazette, noted that 
Cooley had brought the coontie manufacturing process 
"to a great perfection." The New River manufacturer 
received from 8 to 16 cents per pound and learned , to his 
delight, that the price could go much lower than 8 cents 
and still provide a handsome profit. 

Despite his nearly intractable and primitive sur
roundings barely matched on any other American fron
tier, Cooley appreciated the finer things of life. New 
River presented an esthetically pleasing sight to a man 
of his education and perceptiveness for beauty. The 
river was crystal clear except during the rainy season 
from May to October. Boasting perpendicular banks 
green to the water's edge, festooned with a profusion of 
wild grasses and shrubs, it varied in depth from three to 
twenty feet while on its upper reaches many tumbling 
rapids lowered the water from the Everglades as it 
rushed to the ocean. Numerous alligators sunned them
selves on the sand spits located on the stream's lo~er 
end. An astonishing variety of fish could literally be had 
for the taking by the most novice of fishermen. Banks 
were usually clothed with pines, occasional hammocks 
of palmetto, water-oak, swamp ma~le, bay, Spanimoak 
and other trees which stood sitently th-readed· with a.,. 
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growth of wild berries. Scattered about were little coves 
or bights thickly grown with rushes and acquatic plants. 
Along and back from the bank, the tangled growth pro
vided shelter for myriads of insects and small animals. 
Hardly bestiring himseU from his piazza, Cooley could 
site black bears, wildcats, wild turkeys, rabbits, turtles, 
deer, ducks, raccoons, opposums and wild hogs, each 
capable of providing food and fiber in abundance. 

Frequent trips to the Monroe County seat at Key 
West on legal and business matters generated respect 
for him among its leaders, particularly territorial legis
lator Richard Fitzpatrick. Such respect led to their ac
ceptance of Cooley's word on matters pertaining to the 
area north of Cape Florida. At home his natural ability 
to command led to his assumption of leadership of the 
tightly-knit community which numbered 40-50 white 
residents in 1830. He lent advice to the Rigby's in their 
construction of the oak-timbered schooner Florida that 
served for years as an army transport between Charles
ton and New Orleans. Together with David Williams 
he stood ready to operate a ferry over New River in the 
event that the military road proposed by Colonel James 
Gadsden became a reality. Manifesting an adventure
some spirit verging on recklessness, he explored the head 
waters of Rio Ratones, New, Middle and Hillsboro 
rivers. He explored the ever recurring and disappearing 
lagoons lying eastward of the pine ridge that ran north 
and south approximately three to five miles west of the 
Atlantic Ocean. His hunting and explorations pushed 
him inland and northward so much so that Fitzpatrick 
informed T erritorial Governor ~ichard Keith Call, 
that Cooley had by 1835 become the first American to 
explore the Everglades in any systematic way from New 
River to Lake Okeechobee. He visited Indian villages at 
Lake Okeechobee even as author-explorer John Lee 
Williams referred to the lake as a figment of an over
wrought imagination. 

Cooley entered polit ics in 1831 sponsored by Fitz
patrick, who had installed young Stephen R. Mallory of 
Key West as assistant to James Wright, Fitzpatrick's 
overseer on his New River plantation. M allory, who was 
to gain immortal fame as the Confederate Secretary of 
Navy and father of the iron·dad Monitor, admired 
Cooley's · versatility and discovered that the most in
dolent man he ever knew could live from the fecundity 
of New River with little apparent effort. Utilizing black 
slave labor, Mallory and Wright put under cultivation 
groves of coconut and lime trees, plantains and fields 
of sugar cane. A vigorous entrepreneur, he was deter
mined to accumulate wealth. From his New River plan
tation in August,l832,Fitzpatrick alerted Washington 
authorities to the potential of southeast Florida. It was 
"decidedly the richest land I ever saw and will certainly 
produce more sugar to acre than any land in Florida or 
Louisiana when properly cultivated ; as a proof of which 
I will take occasion to observe that a few weeks ago a 
party of gerttleme& from the neighborhood of Talla
hassee came to New R1ver and Cape Florida to examine 



the land and so well satisfied were they, that they im
mediately picked out such places for their plantations 
and will remove their negroes the ensuing fall." Antic
ipating just such a response from such Middle Florida 
entrepreneurs as John G. Gamble and Colonel Gadsden 
and utilizing his political muscles, "Fizzy" prevailed 
upon territorial legislators in 1831 to appoint Cooley 
Justice of Peace for the area from Cape Florida north
ward. Fitzpatrick 's grandiose schemes for settlement 
required a survey by the United States Land Office head 
Robert Butler so that government lands could go on the 
market. Sales meant population increase. A heavy influx 
of driving plantation operatives and their slaves re
Quired a man of Cooley's experience and prestige at the 
helm of justice and law enforcement. " Fizzy" saw to it. 

Always a man for law and order, even prior to his 
appointment as Justice of Peace, Cooley had served on 
the Monroe County grand jury that fully explored the 
state of justice in the county whose boundaries stretched 
from the keys to Lake Okeechobee and then across to 
the Gulf of Mexico. The jury petitioned the United 
States Congress to build a jail in Key West to replace 
the makeshift quarters that were easier to get out of than 
in. Justices of Peace on the bustling frontier served not 
only as the symbol of law and justice, they were the 
reality. From Cooley 's spacious, colonial-type dwelling, 
he adjudicated disputes of person and property, and 
punished minor offenders by fines and whippings. Jus
tices also oversaw the activities of "wreckers," men 
whose admitted courage and alleged cupidity alternately 
brought them praise and blame. Onerous or not the 
multitudinous and interminable laws regulating slaves 
and free blacks, promulgated by the territorial legis
lature council, called aloud for enforcement. By legisla
tive enactment, Indians suspected of crimes were liable 
to preemptory whipping by enraged whites. Although 
subscribing to southern sentiment respecting the need 
to maintain strict surveillance over Indians and blacks, 
Cooley on the whole gained the respect of Indians as he 
curbed the harshest white outbreaks. After Cooley's 
court tried minor offenders without jurymen, he reported 
his actions and decisions to the court in Key West. He 
transported serious offenders to Key West for trial bv 
territorial and national courts. Obviously, Cooley ad
judicated most cases because trips by water were long 
and dangerous; and for years, the Key West jail was no 
more than a seive. 

Skill in seamanship and navigation made life and 
trade possible in southeast Florida for many generations. 
Cooley excelled in this field. He used cypress canoes for 
Everglades travel and manned his ten-ton schooner for 
trips to Cape Florida, Indian Key, Key West and Ha
vana. In addition to his innumerable passages to Key 
West for delivery of coon tie, sugar cane and tropical 
fruit to his factory, legal matters necessitated his naviga
tion of the treacherous shoals and reefs of the Florida 
Keys. Wide experience and guidance provided by the 
Cape Florida Lighthouse, Carysford Lightship and the 

Key West Lighthouse made his trips more palatable. 
For all master pilots seeking license to enter and depart 
from the port at Key West, regulations required the 
passing of a stiff examination that winnowed out all but 
the most skillful, bold and commanding. Excellence in 
navigation as well as the ability to arrive alongside 
stricken vessels ahead of fierce competitors, turned 
Cooley to the lucrative "wrecking" business. 

Until the Civil War, "wrecking" provided the chief 
means of livelihood along the southeast Florida coast. 
This was an occupation heatedly denounced in commer
cial centers such as New York and NeV:. Orleans. As 
early as 1832 newspapers in these cities claimed that 
"wrecking" on the Florida Reef, beginning near New 
River, grossed over $250,000 annually, an astronomical 
sum for that day. Some victims charged that "wrecking" 
consisted of nothing short of overt piracy and covert 
manipulation by lighthouses that drew unwary ships to 
certain doom on reefs and shoals where, by preconcert, 
human vultures waited to devour them. Charles Nord
hoff, a "wrecking" victim in the 1830's, described the 
practitioners as "stout, Burly red-faced, sun-burned ... , 
whose only clothing consisted of a Guernsey shirt, panta
loons rolled up to the knees and a slouched weather
beaten hat, without stockings and shoes." In conjunction 
with his wrecking operations, Cooley, the man trans
planted from Maryland, received a territorial appoint
ment as appraiser of wrecked vessels and their cargoes. 

Inappropriately termed gales in the language of the 
times, hurricanes affected southeast Floridians in two 
ways. For most they provided a substantial seasonal 
livelihood because wreckers intensified their salvage fee 
claims in stormy weather. Fees usually ranged upward 
from one-third of the cargo value. Appraisers determined 
the cargo value. Fees were awarded by the Superior 
Court of the United States in Key West, presided over 
first by Judge James Webb and then by Judge William 
Marvin, both nationally recognized experts in admiralty 
cases. Baneful effects of hurricanes resulted in flooding 
and damage to crops and dwellings. New passages is
sued from hurricanes that dug new inlets to the ocean . 
which necessitated new transportation routes, and they 
damaged or destroyed the wreckers' own ships. Shifts 
in river inlets, due to the tremendous volume of water 
accompanying hurricanes. seem to have been a common 
occurrence. In May, 1765. William Gerard De Brahm, 
official Brit ish surveyor for the southern colonies, per
sonally witnessed the relocation of New River inlet dur
ing a fierce hurricane. On this occasion, wind-driven 
ocean water clashed with flood waters surging eastward 
across the land to bring about cataclysmic changes. 
De Brahm 's experience raise~> the possibility that '\Jpw 

River received its namP as a result of the struggle of 
hurricanes and floods to fom1 a new inlet, later spotted 
by cartographers and denominated New River on maps. 

The awesome September 1835 hurricane dramatic
ally changed the destin ies of Cooley and the New River 
Settlement over which he presided. Even Frankee Lewis, 
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whose memory extended backward almost fifty years, 
could recall no other hurricane of such destructive force 
or any gales that disabled every wrecking vessel from 
Cape Florida southward to the Keys, Cooley's excepted. 
William A. Whitehead, United States Collector of Cus
toms at Key West, dispatched Lieutenant C. B. Beaufort 
with the United States Revenue Cutter Washington to 
examine the spanking new 200-ton Spanish brigatine, 
Gil Blas,beached by the hurricane near Hillsboro Inlet. 
Whitehead informed Beaufort that the Gil Bias's cargo 
consisted principally of sugar and "segar" and that it 
was "important that the merchandise she has should not 
be distributed along the coast without the payment of 
duties." Whitehead directed Beaufort to get information 
"as to the cargo of the Gil Bias; whether it will be en
tirely lost, its present condition, and that of the vessel." 
On October 28, Lieutenant Beaufort reported to White
head with the desired information which included the 
word that the Gil Bias had been bound from Cuba to 
Spain. With the exception of Peter Scott, an American 
well-known along the southeast Florida coast, the ex
cellent brig carried a Spanish crew. 

Upon his arrival at New River Settlement enroute 
to the beached Gil Bias, Lieutenant Beaufort was in
formed by Cooley that he, in the performance of his legal 
duties and in obedience to the instructions of the Spanish 
captain,had removed the ship's cargo to his New River 
plantation dwelling until such time as the admiralty 
court in Key West made disposition of the ship and 
cargo in accordance with the wishes of the captain. The 
captain and crew, then guests of Cooley, assented and 
then proceeded in the revenue cutter to the Gil Bias. 
with Cooley acting as pilot. Along with three smaller 
vessels, they found the brig's bow stuck there on the 
beach. William R. Rigby, who accompanied the expedi
tion at the request of the Spanish captain, removed a 
small portion of the six tons of lead cargo in order to 
take it to Key West for appraisal. Stern anchors were 
lowered to prevent the brig from being completely 
washed upon the beach and sails were struck to ward off 
further damage. Lieutenant Beaufort returned to Key 
West with the Spanish captain and crew and subse
quently made his report to Whitehead. Legal niceties 
had been honored by Cooley in every detail of the Gil 
Bias affair. 

Later testimony by Cooley, Rigby and others as
serted that merchantman J ohn P. Baldwin purchased 
the Gil Bias. but not its Cooley-lifted cargo, at a public 
auction in Key West in December, 1835. Baldwin then 
engaged Cooley to superintend the unbeaching of the 
brig and to bring it under full sail to Key West. How
ever, high seas forestalled Cooley's efforts until the be
gining of 1836. 

As the year 183 5 ended, Cooley could survey with 
satisfaction the extent of his prosperity and the well
being he had achieved since his relocation to New River 
in 1824. He had been a Florida resident twenty-two 
years, eleven of then on New River. It was here that he 
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probably met and married a woman who was formerly 
an Indian captive. Much younger than her husband, 
she bore him three children, two sons and one daughter. 
His empathy and admiration for Indians led him to 
name his sons Almonock and Montezuma after two of 
their chiefs. His daughter, now nearly eleven years old, 
and his nine year old son had excellent tutors in the 
persons of Mary E. Rigby and Joseph Flinton. His in
fant son still required the constant attention of his de
voted mother. 

In politics, he represented the law and enjoyed the 
power and prestige that the position brought. Through 
legislative appointment,he held the position of appraiser 
of wrecks; his duties often carried him to distant Tampa 
Bay. The legislature also recognized his business ac
cumen by designating him as appraiser of property and 
slaves for the powerful Union Bank of Florida headed 
by John G. Gamble, an entrepreneur bent upon enrich
ing himself first and his clients second. His legislative 
recognition stemmed from his alignment with Richard 
Fitzpatrick, a wealthy New River and Miami River 
plantation operator and perennial Monroe County 
representative to the Territorial Legislative Council. 
The alliance resulted in Cooley ignoring Fitzpatrick's 
habit of cutting timber on United States land along New 
River for ships that he had under construction. Eventu
ally, Fitzpatrick purchased Cooley's fine coontie and 
citrus plantation on Miami River for $2,500, a hand
some figure compared to the purchase of Frankee Lew
is' section of land on New River in 1830 for $400. Cooley 
recently had saved Fitzpatrick's power and political 
influence on the territorial level. In the election of 1835, 
Fitzpatrick had won re-election by only three votes. 
The New River Settlement had returned a near unan
imous vote for "Fizzy." As Justice of Peace, Cooley 
conducted the non-secret balloting and made the re
turns; whereupon, the Key West Inquirer boldly de
nounced irregularities in all the balloting conducted 
outside Key West. There Fitzpatrick had been roundly 
defeated by his opponent William Hackley. 

Having tasted the prosperity that stemmed from h is 
manifold activities, by the end of l835,Cooley erected a 
substantial frontier home "twenty feet by fifty feet, one 
story high, built of cypress logs, sealed and floored with 
l -1 I 2 inch planks.'' One of the piazzas that surrounded 
his comfortable dwelling was well supplied with fine 
Madeir a wine. Serviceable furniture rendered it cozy 
and he armed it with sufficient guns, powder and lead 
to supply food and create a sense of security. When not 
"book learning" tmder the tutelage of Joseph Flinton, 
the two older children assisted the three black slaves 
and several Indians in the cultivation of the 20 acre 
farm which produced sugar cane, corn, potatoes, pump
kins and an assortment of other vegetables for domestic 
use. Domesticated animals, particularly the 80 hogs, 
demanded time and care. Cooley's spacious .coonti~ m_ill. 
attached to his fifty foot wharf,was housed m a bmldmg 
27 x 14 feet. From his wharf, processed arrowroot was 
loaded onto schooners for shipment to Key West where 



t was trans-shipped to northern and European ports. 
3eyond his manufactory stood two storage houses, kitch
~n and slave quarters. Coconut, lime and orange trees, 
.cattered throughout his acreage, provided a habitat 
or domesticated as well as wild fowl. 

Cooley's plantation home opened wide its doors to 
veary guests and provided them with food, shelter and 
m abundance of conversation. Edwind T. Jenckes, a 
our hundred pound giant from St. Augustine, lodged 
here in 1835; subsequently, he lived for sometime 
tmong the Indians located at the head of New River. 
)istinguished botanist, Dr. Frederick Leitner, laid over 
vith the Cooleys after exhausting exploration trips in 
earch of flora and fauna habitats. Acting as his guide, 
itephen R. Mallory, now a rising Key West lawyer, 
•ften accompanied Dr. Leitner to Cooley's homestead. 
)r. Benjamin B. Strobel consulted with the New River 
ndians to learn their folkways. He stayed to marvel 
.t the perfection of Cooley's coontie manufactory. James 
~right, Fitzpatrick's white overseer, often luxuriated in 
he bounties of the Cooley table. In his promotion of the 
.rea, Fitzpatrick brought influential visitors to Cooley's 
tearth. Here, for the visitor's benefit, Cooley expatiated 
•n the virtues of south Florida soil. Astute in the matter 
,f hospitality, Cooley did not neglect the Seminole and 
:reek Indians camped near the head Waters of New 
Hver. When interested,they found Cooley's table open 
o them. Madeira wine, cigars and tasty forest food 
nlivened every conversation. 

Overflowing from his dwelling, the surplus of the 
;il-Blas cargo was stored in his outhouses to await dis
IQSition by the admiralty court in Key West. That no 
ction had been taken by the court hardly concerned 
:ooley. Storage and shipment charges from the cargo 
rould turn a neat profit for him. Why worry? 

Comfortably ensconced with his budding family in 
1eir New River surroundings, Cooley anticipated a 
right and expanding future. Even a tiny cloud on the 
orizon did not upset his equanimity, though it bore 
ratching. For some years he had maintained friendly 
~lations with the few nomadic Seminole Indians who 
ccasionally camped along New River and traded with 
1em when opportunity offered. Some years prior to 
835 , Creek Indians, moving down from Alabama, 
>ined these Seminoles. The Creeks recently had built up 
~sentment against Cooley. During a dispute with the 
:reeks, swaggering white men had killed their old Chief 
Jibama" and burnt his hut. As Justice of P eace, Cooley 
)Qk _the offenders in to custody. At the next ses
on of Monroe County Court held in Key West, how
ver, charges were dropped due to insufficient evidence. 
'ribesmen accused Cooley of complicity and aserted 
tat he had withheld evidence essential to conviction. 
'heir resentment burned at white heat against not only 
:ooley but against all white men. In the summer of 
835 when Jenckes camped among them,he found them 
sulky and dangerous," which he reported to Cooley. 
1 consequence of their animosity, the Indians, late in 

1835, began to remove their women, children and aged 
men by canoe to their towns near Lake Okeechobee. 
Because emigration plans which required the trans
porting of all Florida Indians to a trans-Mississippi area 
had stalled in north Florida and because hostile feelings 
had flared there, Cooley informed Fitzpatrick of the 
animosity and removal of the Alabama Indians. 

Great excitement prevailed in some quarters in 
southeast Florida as the year 1836 dawned. Major 
Francis L. Dade, military commandant at Key West, 
had received word that Indians were receiving smug
gled arms from Cuba and Spain and asked Whitehead, 
Collector of Customs for South Florida, to investigate 
the matter with him. Neither unearthed evidence to 
support the smuggling run1or. Captain Robert Arm
strong of the military transport Motto arrived in Key 
West from Tampa Bay in December,1835. He reported 
that military authorities at Fort Brooke were alarmed 
at the hostility displayed by Indians toward forceful 
emigration to territory beyond the Mississippi which 
was in accordance with the general United States gov
ernment policy of Indian removal. The Indians were 
claiming fraud in the enactment of the Treaty of Payne's 
Landing (18321 and in the Treaty of Fort Gibson 
(18331 in which the United States authorities asserted 
that the Indians voluntarily had agreed to emigrate 
peacefully. In addition to the alarming news which he 
brought, Armstrong denuded the military establishment 
in South Florida by taking Major Dade, two companies 
of soldiers and all the available arms to Fort Brooke at 
Tampa Bay, the port from which the Indians were sup
posed to begin their emigration westward. Returning 
to New River from Lake Okeechobee with additional 
warriors from their towns there, the sullen "Alabama 
Indians" numbered more than usual near Christmas, 
1835. This fact was duly reported to Fitzpatrick who, in 
turn, notified authorities in Tallahassee. 

Meanwhile, the admiralty court, a phase of the 
United States Superior Court which was presided over 
by Judge James Webb, awarded the Gil Bias and its 
cargo of lead to Key West merchant John P. Baldwin for 
an undisclosed figure. After consultation with Thomas 
Jefferson Smith, a lawyer living on Miami River, Jacob 
Housman, a propria tor of Indian Key, Cooley and 
others who were experienced in the wrecking business, 
Baldwin contracted with Cooley to salvage the Gil Bias 
and bring her to Key West. Cooley engaged the services 
of most of the able-bodied men who resided on New 
River as salvors. These included the families of Edward 
Basely, William Rigby, David Williams, Daniel Mailers, 
Edward Marr, I. Todd and Cooley's slave boy, Peter, 
though the latter seems to have been called back to the 
settlement before the work actually began in earnest. 

Sunday, January 5. 1836, passed as a day of high 
festivities for the New River Settlement. It marked the 
end of the two weeks of holiday celebration customarily 
taken by settlers and exceeded July 4th, the only other 
holiday observed, in fun making. Word of the December 
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28, 1835, disaster, had not reached the settlement. On 
that day, Major Dade and his command of over one 
hundred men had been ambushed and slaughtered as 
they marched from Tampa Bay to Fort King; and at 
the latter post, Indian Commissioner, Wiley Thompson, 
and several companions were cut down as they strolled 
outside the stockade. The Second Seminole Indian War 
had begun in earnest as the families on New River set 
themselves for a season of merry making. On Sunday, 
the Cooley's hosted the community. Because Monday 
began the new year of incessant labor, festivities ended 
before midnight and the settlers dispersed to their homes; 
however, Mary R. Rigby and her daughters and son 
remained overnight to assist Mrs. Cooley with the follow· 
ing morning's clean up. 

Early Monday morning,Cooley and the settlement 
men proceeded to the Atlantic beach near Hillsboro 
River to begin salvage of the Gil Bias. Entirely without 
warning, a watchful band of Indian warriors moved into 
the almost deserted New River Settlement during the 
noon hour to begin their ghastly work of revenge against 
the Cooley family for imagined wrongs. They waited 
until the Rigbys had crossed the river to their home 
before beginning their assault. None of the intended 
victims noticed the highly painted Indians as the slipped 
cautiously from the brush toward the Cooley home. 
Wholly unsuspicious of apprcaching danger, tutor 
Joseph Flinton presided as the two older children recited 
their assigned lessons to him and Mrs. Cooley busied 
herseU by attending to th.: needs of the infant. 

Startled by blood-curdling war whoops, Flinton 
attempted to bar the dor.r as the IS to 20 Indians forced 
it with their bodies. Overcoming his resistance, the 
Indians horribly mangled his body even as they scalped 
him with an ax,while the screaming Cooley mother and 
children watchea, momentarily stunned. Jolted into 
action by the macabre scene being enacted before their 
eyes, Mrs. Cooley grabbed the infant boy and pushed 
the other children before her. Screaming as they fled, 
they attempted to escape to the river. Taking careful 
aim, the Indians shot Mrs. Cooley about 150 yards from 
her house. The ball entered between her shoulders, 
passed through her breast and broke the arm of the 
infant cradled in her arms before it passed into his body. 
Cooley's nine year old son fell, a victim of a fractured 
skull and arm probably inflicted by a piece of firewood. 
Near him lay the book from which he had been reciting. 
The eleven year old girl perished with her recitation 
book in her hand. 

Aroused by the Cooley's screaming from across the 
river, young William Rigby ran down to the river and 
witnessed the last stages of the massacre. Gathering his 
aged widowed mother and two younger sisters, and not 
attempting to take one item from their own home, young 
Rigby and family fled southward by land and boat to 
seek safety in the Cape Florida Lighthouse. As they 
sped in fear for their lives, their clothes were torn from 
their bodies and their feet were horribly cut and bruised 

18 

by saw grass and sharp stones. Along the way they 
warned the settlers at Arch Creek and Miami River of 
the terrible danger that faced them and urged them to 
flee to the lighthouse. The Rigbys spent two days at the 
lighthouse recuperating from their injuries before they 
could again stand on their own feet. 

Back at the New River Settlement, the Indians 
plundered Cooley's property of everything of value. 
They carried away the $7,000 worth of cargo stored 
from the Gil Bias and drove before them his livestock. 
However, they did no harm to his coontie manufactur
ing plant, reserving it for their own future use. Two of 
Cooley's black slaves, Peter and a young black woman, 
also disappeared. Sated by the blood of the Cooley fam
ily, the Indians harmed none of the other New River 
settlers, all of whom made their way to Cape Florida. 

By the night of January 6, Florida had another 
massacre to go with the Dade "ambush" and the 
Thompson massacre. Determining the denouement of 
these murderous assaults would have to be a long time 
vocation for suffering Floridians; their immediate task 
was to save their own lives from a tragic end. Word of 
the Cooley massacre spread throughout the South and 
became a legend for both soldiers and civilians to 
ponder. 

Clouded in mystery is the manner in which Cooley 
and the Gil Bias salvors learned of the massacre. Who, 
or what,alerted the salvors to flee for their lives remains 
unknown. Since Cooley's is the only version of what 
immediately transpired, it must be accepted. 

Cooley himseU stated that he had gone to Cape 
Florida Lighthouse where he learned of the disaster 
from the Rigbys. Returning to the New River Settle
ment on January 7 in the company of volunteers Basely, 
Roberts and Fitzpatrick's black slave, Simmons, they 
first came upon the mangled body of Flinton and the 
nearby bodies of his two oldest children. About I 00 
yards in the distance they found the bodies of his beloved 
wife and infant. The Indians apparently had returned 
shortly after carrying away their loot the day before 
because Cooley found his house smouldering from low 
burning flames. His coontie plant, however, still re
mained untouched. With the assistance of his sorrowful 
companions, Cooley gave a decent burial to the mem
bers of his household. In death the deceased looked out 
over calm New River, the scene of bygone life and merri
ment. Their tragic and senseless murder ended New 
River Settlement as first the Indians and then the 
United States Army took control. 

After remaining on New River for three days, 
Cooley and his companions returned to Cape Florida 
Lighthouse where they learned the reason for the mas
sacre and took stock of the future. Cooley's slave,Peter, 
turned up at the lighthouse to report that before his 
escape he had overheard the Indians give the reason 
for the Cooley massacre. Cooley's failure to obtain the con
viction of Chief "Alibama's" murderers had so enraged 
his followers that they were determined upon revenge, 
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A scene from the Cooley Massacre drawn by Kevin Stawieray Piper High School student 
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life for life. Peter's disclosure of the slayers' identities 
confirmed Cooley's suspicions. Indeed, they were In
dians who often had supped at his table as they made 
merry with his family. 

Left alone and peniless at the age of fifty-three, 
Cooley's future seemed almost a thing of the past even 
to him. No one,least of all Cooley himself,could or would 
predict that an unparalleled period of achievement 
spread before him. For the twenty-seven years until his 
death in 1863, his public and private career would 
amaze Floridians as he assumed new and hazardous 
duties. Like history itself, for Cooley the past was pro
logue. 
Note: This article is a reworked version of the first sec

tion of C. Kirk's unpublished pamphlet entitled: 
William Cooley: Broward County's Phoenix. 
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PLUME BUNT ON CYPRESS CREEK 
Stuart Mel ver 

Sounds of gunfire across the waters of Florida Bay 
shattered the early morning silence at Flamingo. Guy 
Bradley, Audubon warden and deputy sheriff for 
Monroe County, rowed out toward Oyster Keys to in
vestigate. 

Guy's job was to protect Florida 's plume birds. He 
had to prevent them from being shot, if possible. And if 
that failed, he had the difficult task of arresting the men 
who broke the bird protection law. 

As he approached the schooner anchored near the 
keys, he saw two young men emerge from the mangroves 
and return to the larger boat. They were carrying birds 
they had shot. 

Bradley tried to make an arrest but the father of the 
boys barred his way. In the shootout that followed, 
Bradley died. A Key West grand jury refused to indict 
the man who killed Bradley. Eyewitnesses said Bradley 
shot first. To them, it was simply a case of a frontier 
shootout- and Guy lost. 

To the large world outside Monroe County, it was 
not that simple. Bradley was an Audubon warden, the 
first to be killed in line of duty, the first to die in the na
tionwide drive to stop the relentless slaughter of plume 
birds, the first man to perish on the firing line for the 
newly-emerging cause of conservation. 

The martyrdom of Bradley became a rallying point 
for the Audubon movement all over the country. Within 
a decade of his death, state and national laws had been 
passed that effectively ended the plume trade. Hats dec
orated with plumes had become so popular that plume 
birds were facing extinction by the end of the nineteenth 
century. Bradley's death proved a major force in revers
ing the tide. 

When Bradley was killed on July 8, 1905, Governor 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward, for whom this county 
was named, sat in Tallahassee. Guy had never heard of 
Broward County, created 10 years after his death. But, 
as a boy he had lived briefly- and had almost died-in 
Fort Lauderdale; and as a teenager Guy Bradley, who 
was to become famous as an unrelenting foe to all plume 
hunters, went on a "skylarking" plume hunt on Cypress 
Creek near today's Pompano Beach. 

The Bradley family, who came to Florida from the 
Chicago area, celebrated the nation's centennial by 
moving from Central Florida to South Florida. In April 
of 18761E.R. Bradley, his wife Lydia, their sons Louis 
and Guy and their daughter Flora arrived at Hypoluxo 
Island in Lake Worth. 

The Bradley boys promptly made friends with 
young Charlie Pierce, whose memoirs of pioneer days 
have given us our best account of life in Southeast 
Florida before the arrival of Henry M. Flagler. 

Guy Bradley went plume hunting foi: the first time 
as a boy of eight. But even then he had his troubles. He 
was a sickly youth, a tag-along who followed after his 

brother Lou wherever he went. And to the dismay of 
Charlie and Lou, he always had a hard time keeping up. 

In the spring of 1885, Guy Bradley took part in the 
best-documented plume hunt ever conducted, the famed 
"Cruise of the Banton. " That year Charlie Pierce had 
the use of his uncle's 28-foot sloop, the Banton. The boat 
was chartered by Jean Chevelier, the legendary "Old 
Frenchman," one of the most devastatingly effective of 
all the early plume hunters. Chevelier was living at the 
time on the Miami River. The Old Frenchman was 
planning a plume hunting and specimen-collecting ex
pedition in the Keys and the Ten Thousand Islands. 
This would be Phase 2 in the cruise of the Bonton, a 
serious business venture. Phase 1 was another matter, a 
lark for three South Florida Huck Finns, a chance to 
shoot birds and gators, to camp out in the wilderness 
and to sit around the fire at night and talk endlessly. 

Charlie was 20, Lou 16 and Guy 14 when they set 
out on March 11, 1885. Just before dawn on March 14, 
they arrived at the Hillsboro Inlet, poled the Banton 
through and anchored in protected waters. On their 
second day inside the inlet, they located a side channel 
between high mangroves. They used this as an an
chorage to conceal the Banton while exploring creeks 
and waterways in their canoes. The following day they 
set out to hunt for plume birds. Locating the best chan
nel was a bewildering task. The river branched in many 
directions and was filled with small islands covered with 
a heavy growth of bay and maple trees. 

To make it even more confusing, a spring rain 
began to fall. The boys set up tents on their canoes in or
der to continue their search without getting themselves 
and their supplies thoroughly drenched. Late in the af
ternoon they selected a camp on a high bluff on the north 
side of the river. They named all their camps; this one 
was called Camp Look Out Bluff. 

All night long rain pelted their tents, but morning 
dawned bright and clear. That day Charlie caught a 
large black bass and later killed a wood ibis, or as they 
called it, a gannet. They camped that night at a big ham
mock on the edge of a large sawgrass swamp, calling the 
site Camp Gannet. 

The next morning they followed a small channel 
through sawgrass and lily pads when all signs of a chan
nel vanished. They paddled back to the river. "On 
coming to a shallow part of the river we found a ten-foot 
alligator that did not intend, for some reason known only 
to him, to let us pass," wrote Charlie. "Every time we 
started past him he would charge us with mouth wide 
open. At last, seeing there was no other way for us to get 
by, I killed him." 

That night,they camped on an island not far from 
Lookout Bluff. Guy and Lou each killed a purple 
grackle. Charlie killed two grackle,caught a bull head 
and speared a small soft-shelled turtle. 

21 



The next morning Guy caught two bream, but the 
boys considered the fishing " too slow."They resumed ex
ploring. On th is day, they moved westward on Cypress 

Creek* , following it for about a mile and a half. Near 
sundown they selected a camp in a small grove of cab
bage palms. Since they had to wade through mud to 
reach the site, the camp was christened " Camp Stick in 
the M ud." 

Late in the afternoon they reached Lettuce 
Lake,** named for its heavy infestation by an aquatic 
plant ca lled water lettuce. Most of the next day was 
spent trying to determine how to move the canoes 
through thick plants and floating islands, one at least 50 
feet wide. 

Just before dark, the plume birds began to fly to 
their nesting place up Cypress Creek. Lou killed two 
herons, one white and one Louisiana ; Guy shot a 
Louisiana heron and a grey curlew, and Charlie killed 
two wh ite herons, one Louisiana Heron and one little 
blue heron. 

Around noon the following day, they finally broke 
clear of the lettuce and reached open water. " H ere the 
creek banks are lined with tall and stately cypress t rees, 
some of them as much as seven feet thick at the base; 
growing very close together, and all covered with a heavy 
drapery of grey Spanish moss," wrote Charlie. "It was 
the wildest, loneliest and at the same time the most 
beautiful sight we had seen on any of our hunting trips. 

"The creek here is about 75 feet wide and seven or 
eight feet deep, and on account of muddy bottom, black 
in color. The trees on each side are so tall and 
heavy ... with moss the sun seldom shines on the water, 
and in consequence the creek is entirely free of water 
lilies, lettuce, moss or grass. But, alligators, we see them 
at everv turn ." 

A;ound a bend in the creek, they found a small 
island, containing nesting plume birds, and immediately 
started shooting. "About 3 o'clock we had cleaned it 
up.'' wrote Charlie. The future Audubon warden killed 
two white herons plus a wood ibis, but he lagged behind 
his older com pan ions. Between them they killed 13 
herons and one egret. The boys continued on up the 
creek and at stmset birds began to fly overhead on their 
way back to their nests to the west. They shot at them as 
the.y flew by, killing a number of birds. Guy's con

tribution was one white heron and a peckit bird. 
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*Cypress Creek winds through what is today the town 
of Pompano Beach; with todays seawalls and man
made canals, not to mention houses, the area bears little 
resemblance to the unspoiled wilderness the boys saw. 

**Today, Lettuce Lake is known as Santa Barbara 
Lake, a more glamorous designation much better suited 
to the sale of property along the lake's shores. Lettuce 
Lake is hardly a prestigious address. 

" What we call a peckit bird is a year-<>ld blue heron, 
white in color, without plume, and not good for 
anything, " complained Charlie. 

That night they slept in their boats, since they were 
unable to find a dry campsite. They were awakened in 
the night by a big alligator who came up to their boat to 
eat the bodies of the birds they had thrown away after 
taking the plumes. Lou started to get up and shoot him 
but the sound of voices convinced the gator it was time to 
leave. 

The next morning they found dry land. The north 
bank stood about three feet above the creek and was 
covered with grass and a grove of palmettos, and also 
served as a home for a ground rattler about three feet 
long. Charlie promptly killed it. 

After dinner , they killed more birds, returning to 
camp just before darkness. From observing the west
ward flight of birds a long the creek, they concluded there 
was a large rookery somewhere west of their camp. It 
was necessary at this point to switch to back-packing. 

But Guy's lack of strength became a problem again. 
"Guy is not at all well and I expect we will have to 

wait for him to rest on the way," wrote Charlie. His fears 
proved to be justified. Guy had to stop about every half 
mile or so. 

"It was a fearful place:' he wrote, "dense masses of 
ferns, briars and immense cypress trees. Some of the 
cypress trees were at least ten feet through at the base. 
We soon got enough of this place." 

During the night the weather turned cold. Just af
ter sunrise Charlie heard a noise off in the woods and 
discovered a slough full of plume birds feeding. He killed 
three white herons and one gannet. Next, the boys 
turned north into the swamp but at noon gave up any 
hope of finding the rookery. On the way back,they found 
a patch of huckleberries. Charlie complained of sore 
feet at the end of the long day. 

The following day they set out to return to their 
canoes but Guy was still feeling so poorly he was unable 
to keep up with the others. Again and again, he had to 
stop to rest. When they w~re within a mile and a. half of 
the camp, Lou and Charlie told Guy to go on ahead 
and rest whenever he wanted to, thus sparing them the 
embarrassment of stopping the caravan at such frequent 
intervals. After about a half an hour, they followed. 
Then they heard the sound of Guy's gun. Assuming he 
had fired as a signal, they hurried ahead but were unable 
to find him. They were worried. Ahead they saw the 
white tents of their camp, and still no sign of Guy. 

"As we dashed into camp, there sat Mr. Guy with a 
grin on his face," wrote Charlie, "and a dead hen turkey 
lying at his feet. It was his first turkey, and he felt very 
proud of what he had done. So we named the camp 
Camp Hen." 

The next day they explored a part of the creek near 
camp, using the remains of a burned Indian canoe they 
had found. Two days later they left Camp Hen and start
ed west, still looking for the large rookery that had 
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eluded them. On their way up the creek,they came upon 
a flock of egrets, killing and wounding one. They stopped 
to rest and spotted a flock of Carolina parakeets* flying 
to the west. 

Mter an ali-day rain on March 3I, April 1 dawned 
clear and bright. They headed off into a cypress swamp 
looking for birds, but had to turn back when they found 
themselves up to their waists in water. 

On their way back to camp, Charlie was walking 
ahead, followed Indian file by Lou and Guy. Lou called 
out, "Look, look." Charlie, his mind on plume birds, 
looked up in the air but saw nothing. 

"Where?" he asked. 
"Aw, it's gone now," said Lou. 
"What was it?" 
"A deer right in front of us. Why didn't you look 

ahead instead of up in the air?" 
"Well," said Charlie, "I was thinking and looking for 

plume birds and supposed that was in your mind, too." 
Charlie then learned what was in Lou's mind

. "April Fool." 
.Later they celebrated April Fool's Day by 

developing an early version of frisbee sailing. Charlie 
had cooked too many flapjacks and many had spoiled. 
So they amused themselves by sailing them off into the 
air. The ·camp for that day was named "Camp Flap
jacks-all-around." 

After a morning of rain, the boys went fishing in the 
afternoon. Guy caught IS bream and killed a gator. 
That night, a possum got into Charlie's plume box and 
destroyed two blue plumes. 

The next day the boys revisited a nesting place they 
had shot out earlier. They found it virtually deserted. 
Charlie managed to kill one plume bird and Guy killed 
an alligator. Fishing was better. Guy and Lou caught 45 
bream between them and Charlie I7. That evening,they 
started to load their boats to leave for the Bonton the 
next morning. They spent most of the day struggling to 
navigate through the water lettuce. The next day, a Sun
day, they stayed in camp washing clothes and picking 
huckleberries which they conyerted into a sauce for their 
flapjacks. 

That night1Charlie ate all his huckleberry sauce, but 
Lou and Guy, thinking how delicious the sauce would 
taste over morning flapjacks, saved theirs for breakfast. 
This proved to be a mistake. During the night, a possum 
ate up the flapjacks and the sauce. 

By 3 o'clock the following afternoon, the boys had 
made their way back to the Bonton. 

"Our bunks felt good after such a long time in the 
swamps and woods," wrote Charlie. 

* The Carolina parakeet became extinct about I920 
due to overhunting and loss of forest habitat. They were 
still common in South Florida until the 1890s. 
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The next morning at high tide, they poled the Bon
ton out into the river. Before reaching the Hillsboro 
Inlet, they ran aground. Waiting for high water, they 
caught a good supply of fish, 13 mangrove snapper, 
three sea bass and one jewfish. 

The next day the tide was still not high enough to 
free the Bonton. 

"Went down to the inlet today," Pierce's account 
said. "The sea was very smooth. Went out on the bar 
where I speared a large barracuda, which was four or 
five feet long. He put up a pretty strong fight and bled 
quite freely from the spear wound. Soon as I had it in the 
boat, a bunch of sharks, smelling the blood, came 
rushing around. I slapped on the water with my spear to 
scare them away, as I thought one of them might take a 
notion to bite through the canvas bottom of my canoe. 
One of the sharks rushed up and grabbed the spear. 
When he felt the steel on his teeth, he dropped it quick 
and made for open seas as fast as he could go ; in less 
than three minutes there was not a shark in sight." 

Mter the shark excitement, they proceeded down a 
long shallow bay just south of the inlet where they found 
"the finest oysters I had ever seen." One oyster was so 
large that Charlie had Guy try his foot in the shell after 
he had eaten the oyster. 

"It fit nicely," Charlie wrote, "and Guy had a fair
sized foot for a boy his age." 

When they returned, the water was high. They 
poled the Bonton free and then proceeded on down to 
the inlet. That night they ate "A grand oyster stew, 
nothing else but oysters." 

The next morning found a smooth sea and a good 
northwest wind blowing. At 9 o'clock they hoisted the 
sails of the Bonton and sailed out the inlet "on to old 
ocean." By II, they sailed past the Fort Lauderdale 
House of Refuge which must have brought sad memories 
to the Bradley boys. 

On January 2. 1883, Guy's father had succeeded 
Washington Jenkins as keeper of the Fort Lauderdale 
House of Refuge near the site of the present-day Bahia 
Mar, one of the largest and plushest marinas in the 
world. It was a less plush area then. 

"How Wash Jenkins and his family managed to 
content themsleves in this most isolated and out-of-the
way place was rather hard to imagine," Charlie had 
noted some years before. 

When the Bradleys arrived at the station, Jenkins 
was too sick to walk. He asked for passage to Miami 
on the boat that brought the Bradleys. He needed 

medical attention. The condition of Jenkins indicated 
trouble ahead for the Bradleys, but they had no way of 
knowing it at the time. Not long after the Bradleys 
arrived at Fort Lauderdale, Charlie Pierce and Lou took 
a trip back to the Lake Worth area. 



"He was sick all the time on this trip and I did not 
understand just what kind of illness he had," wrote 
Charlie. "His face was puffed and colorless and his 
fingernails were blue. He wanted to sleep all the time, so 
I did the work on the boats alone." 

Another time,Charlie, Guy and Lou were hunting 
west of Fort Lauderdale. For most of the trip,Guy was so 
sick he lay asleep in the bow of the canoe. After supper, 
the boys continued paddling their canoe back into the 
Everglades. They saw an Indian village a mile or so to 
the southeast and heard the dogs barking at the village. 
Charlie speaks of Lou's sleep that night as "troubled." 

The Bradleys' persistent health problems should 
have warned them of a serious condition, coming as it 
did on the heels of Wash Jenkins' terrible sickness. But 
they kept trying to make a go of it. 

Sometime later, probably in the Spring, Charlie 
returned to visit the Bradleys. "When I arrived at the 
Bradley boat landing, I was distressed to hear that Guy 
and his sister were very sick from the mysterious malady 
that afflicted Wash Jenkins when we moved him to the 
bay during the Fall. Flora, who was about 10 years old, 
died that afternoon only a few minutes after I got there. 

"The workmen engaged in repairing the station 
made a coffin and she was buried the next day under a 
wide-spreading sea grape tree in the hammock northwest 
of the house. Guy swelled up so badly he could not walk. 
I carried him to the graveside." 

In late Summer,Bradley resigned his post as keeper 
of the House of Refuge and returned to Lake Worth. He 
left behind his daughter Flora, many bitter memories -
and a well that some observers believe was so con
taminated that it brought widespread sickness and, 
finally, the death of a child. 

For the Bradleys, the New River area of Broward 
County had proved to be a tragic place. But for Guy, his 
plume hunt along Cypress Creek had been a wonderful 
romp, an exciting part of the coming of age of a young 
man who had been plagued by ill health as a child. On an 
adventurous hunt with older boys,he had killed his share 
of plume birds which he would be able to convert into 
cash for 25 cents a plume. 

Sometime after the Cypress Creek hunt, Guy 
became convinced that plume hunting was wrong. What, 
or who, changed his mind? There is no record of a 
dramatic conversion, a vision on the Road to Damascus. 
It was probably a combination of things. He had friends 
in Miami, the Kirk Munroes, * who were leaders in the 
Audubon movement in Florida. He could also observe 
for himself the cumulative destruction being caused by 
wiping out the rookeries. And finally , Guy was a law
abiding man. Plume hunting, legal when the boys pad
dled up Cypress Creek, was illegal when Guy became 
warden for Monroe County in 1902. 

Broward County played a final ironic part in the 
saga of Guy Bradley. Captain Walter J. Smith, who 

* Munroe was a noted author of boys ' books, many of them set in 
Florida locales. 

Guy M. Bradley ... Courtesy Broward County Historical Commission. 

allegedly killed Bradley in 1905, fled Flamingo after the 
shooting and gave himself up to authorities in Key West. 
After the grand jury failed to indict him, he left the area 
and settled in the tiny farming community of Pompano, 
not far from the Cypress Creek Guy knew as a boy. 

Bibliographical Note: The principal source of in
formation on Guy Bradley's Broward County plume 
hunt is the Pierce Manuscript, written by Charles 
William Pierce. A copy of this lengthy but extremely in
teresting manuscript can be found in the library of the 
Broward County Historical Commission. An excerpt 
from the manuscript, "The Cruise of the Bonton," was 
published in Tequesta, the Journal of the Historical 
Association of Southern Fforida, in 1962. In book form, 
a short version of the manuscript appeared in 1970, as 
Pioneer Life in Southeast Florida, edited by Dr. Donald 
Walter Curl and published by the University of Miami 
Press. Charles W. Pierce's only son was Charles Leon 
"Chuck" Pierce, well known in Broward County as 
president of what is today the Landmark First National 
Bank of Fort Lauderdale. 

St•art B. Melver. a veteran journalist and film 
writer, is a native of Sanford, North Carolina, and a 
graduate of the University of North Carolina. He has 
served on the staffs of the Greensboro, North Carolina, 
Daily News, the Charlotte, North Carolina, News, and 
the Baltimore Sun. A resident of South Florida since 
1962, he now specializes in local history and is currently 
a contributing editor for the Miami magazine. Mr. Mc
Iver has written and produced more than eighty docu
mentary films. 
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The Amphitrite, unique hostelry serving Lauderdale beaches during 1930's. 

THE AMPHITRITE 

James Moses 

In the 1930's, one of the most unique hostelries 
in the world served Fort Lauderdale's beach. Its name 
was Amphitrite. It was unique because it first was a 
naval coastal monitor, that is, a veteran warship with 
combat experience. 

Amphitrite,the warship,was the second of that name. 
The first. originally named Tonawandhut, was com
pleted too late for the Civil War but served at the U.S. 
Naval Academy from 1866 until 1874 when it was 
scrapped by Harlan and Hollingsworth of Wilmington, 
Delaware, and Hollingsworth laid the keel of the second 
Amphitrite. 

Unlike the first vessel whfch was wooden-hulled, 
the new ship had a hull of Swedish iron. The plans stip
ulated a length of 259 feet 3 inches, a beam of 55 feet 
4 inches, and a draft of 14 feet 6 inches. Two screws, 
powered by an estimated 1600 horsepower and fueled 
by 277 tons of coal, propelled her 3,990 tons. 

Commissioned on April 23, 1895, Amphitrite 
served with the North Atlantic Squadron. She was based 
at Port Royal and Charlestown, South Carolina, from 
November,1897 to January 1, 1898. After the start of 
the Spanish-American War in April 11898, Amphitrite 

26 

assisted in the bombardment of San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
even though she was towed most of the way because of 
her limited coal capacity. The action of the swells and 
the vessel's shallow draft made her gunnery "very bad" 
according to official reports, but poor gunnery did little 
to hinder the disembarkation of troops assigned to occu
py San Juan lighthouse. The Amphitrite lost one gunner, 
dead from heat prostration. 

Later accounts claim that the Amphitrite partici
pated in the Chinese Boxer Rebellion but the ship's 
design, the distance to China, and the limited fuel ca
pacity make this very doubtful. It is more probable 
that she served with relative tranquility on coastal duties 
until World War I. 

The Great War found the vessel in charge of the 
torpedo nets in New York Harbor. As part of America's 
demobilization, the Amphitrite subsequently was decom
missioned in July,1919. 

Amphitrite, the warship, was purchased by A.L.D. 
Bucksten on January 3, 1919, for $35,500. He trans
formed the coastal monitor into a nautical hotel, which 
was first docked in Beaufort, South Carolina,and later 
moved to Saint Simon's Sea Island, Georgia. Here, 
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On the deck of the Amphitrite 

ownership passed to the Amphitrite Corporation with_ 
Henry G. Bulkley, president. 

The "Fort Lauderdale News" of January 3, 1931, 
announced the arrival of Amphitrite to the Fort Lau
derdale area. The Amphitrite first stopped at Port Ever
glades and later docked between the old casino and the 
Coast Guard Station (near the present day Swimming 
Hall of Fame I. John Needham, manager of the Broward 
Hotel. operated his floating hotel. Due to his efforts 
and the practical novelty of the ship itself, the vessel's 
guest book indicates that the Amphitrite became quite 
popular with local residents as well as with tourists. 

Depression Era brochures from the hotel boast 
"unique privacy" away from the "land vibration" of 
passing autos while offering "every luxury found in a 
modern country club," only "one block from ocean 
bathing and a swimming pool." Boats called at the hotel 
for fishing parties and moonlight trips upon the ocean. 

The manageipent stressed that the accommodations 
were bedrooms, not staterooms. There were seventy-five 
rooms as well as a lobby and a hi-level dining room. 
II mealtime should slip away, a smaller, casual dining 
room offered repast. While the climate made a huge 
sun deck mandatory, steam heat also was provided 
should its need arise. 

"In keeping with the times," said an Amphitrite 
advertising card, "rates reduced 25%. The American 
Plan ranged from $4.50 to a high of $6.00 per diem or 

from $25.00 to $35.00 per week. The European Plan 
ranged from $2.50 to $3.50 per diem." 

Rates Reduced 25% in Keeping With the Times 
AMERICAN PLAN 

$4.50 to $6.00 Per Day. 
325.00 fo $35.00 Per Week. 

EUROPEAN PLAN 
12.50 to $3.50 Per Day. 

Bre<dd"aat--u !« Carte. 
LunchBOJ;l '154 Dinner $1.00 

Special Rutea for Gue<thl af Goll Course. 

Boats call at Hotel for Fia~ Partiea <~Dei MoonUghf 
tripe on Ocecm. · 
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Guests dined well. A menu from March,1931,offers 
filet mignon, oysters, or fricassee of chicken, appetizer, 
vegetable, soup, fish, salad, beverage, and dessert - for 
$1.25. A month later, a similar menu of lamb, or tender
loin with mushrooms, and fresh strawberries and cream 
cost only $1.00. 

The Hurricane of 1935 blew Amphitrite across the 
Intracoastal Waterway and beached her in the little 
cove at ldlewyld (at S.E. 26th Avenue and Las Olas 
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Boulevard). But the floating hotel continued to be 
caught in a storm long after ti1e winds subsided. 

The controversy began when the Idlewyld-Riviera 
Corporation, representing the residents adjacent to the 
cove, petitioned that the Amphitrite be moved. The 
Corporation received reinforcements in November 1935 
when the State Board of Health recommended that the 
ship not remain at her present position because of the 
absence of freely circulating tidal waters, usually de
pended upon to remove the ship's waste. On the strength 
of this judgment, Amphitrite was declared a public nui
sance and ordered to be removed within thirty days. 
An appeal by the ship's owner resulted in a stay of execu
tion until May 1, 1936. Another extension was granted 
until June 1. A meeting of the City Commission on May 
12 and a resolution on May 26 gave Amphitrite per
mission to operate until May 1, 1937. April 27, 1937, 
saw another extension to June 1 for a consideration of 
$1,000. Additional one year extensions were granted 
in May, 1938, April,1939, and again on June l, 1940. 

Meanwhile, in 1938, Henry Bulkley, Amphitrite's 
owner, leased the vessel to a Maine hotel owner named 
Bums, who restaffed both hotel and restaurant with 
employees from his Northern establishments. 

In February, 1940, City Attorney J.E. Ross called 
the City Commission's attention to an agreement with 
the State Road Department which granted Fort Lauder
dale a limited easement for a municipal park on the 
property adjacent to the Amphitrite. Ross feared a 
violation on the grounds that the city continued to grant 
permission for use by a commercial enterprise. To 
Amphritrite's defense came a citizen's petition in Apri~ 
1940, asking for another year's reprieve and maintain
ing that the property was properly managed. The peti
tion also pointed out the ship's lure for Northern inves
tors. What loomed more important, however, was that 
the hotel brought winter tourism (Cue's Guide of 1940 
referred to the restaurant-hotel as an attraction of some 
renown). In short, the old Amphitrite directly contrib-

THE SHIP HOTEL 
(AMPHIT .. ITI:) 

FORT LAUDERDALE . FLORIDA 
JOHN W . NEEDHAM. MANAGER . PHON! t$36 
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uted to the support of local business. The ship stayed. 
But time grew short for the Amphitrite. A meeting 

on July 13, 1942, granted an extension only until July 21 
due to the entrance of the United States into World War 
II. A final extension set the date of August 21, but before 
the time had expired,the Amphitrite left Fort Lauder
dale. 

On a July night in 1942,Amphitrite was moved into 
the Atlantic and towed into the Potomac River via the 
Intracoastal Waterway, for War use. When this in
tention did not materialize, the ship proceeded to an
chorage at Elizabeth City, North Carolina, for the 
duration of the war. 

After the War, Bethlehem Steel purchased Am
phitrite to use as a floating residence for workers who 
were building the nearly eight mile Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge. 

In May,1951,James Hughes, Incorporated,of New 
Brunswick, New Jersey, representing Patapsco Scrap 
Corporation of Baltimore, Maryland, bought the aging 
vessel. The original bill of sale states that the ship would 
be sold "as is and safely afloat off Sandy Point, 
Maryland," for $70,198.08. (The odd amount of 
$198.08 reimbursed haU of the watchman's service 
while the ship was off Sandy Point .) The circuitious 
route for sale is explained in that Bethlehem Steel was 
parent company of Hughes,lnc., and Patapsco. 

Title to Amphitrite officially passed to Patapsco on 
May 10, 1951. The converted warship and retired 
restaurant-hotel arrived off Sandy Point on June 12, 
1951. Within a short time, J uragua of Pennsylvania, 
another division of Bethlehem Steel, scrapped Am
phitrite. 

It may be of some comfort to those of sentiment to 
know that Patapsco fell to corporate salvagers in the 
early 1960's and that J uragua became known as the 
Fabricated Steel Construction Division of Bethlehem 
Steel before it, too, was gone. 

JAMES H. MOSES 

Mr. Moses has a B.A. from the University of South 
Florida and a M.A.T. from Florida Atlantic University. 
He is presently a State employee and serves on the 
Advisory Council of the Broward Legacy Journal. Chi
cago born, he has been a resident of Broward County 
for 25 years. 



"SKIPPER" JOHN HARVEY GRANT 

Ola May Grant Oldham 

"Skipper" John Harvey Grant was born in London, 
England,in 1862. His father was a Scot and his mother a 
native of Chester, England. The eldest of eight children, 
he grew up in the United Kingdom, living in England, 
Scotland and Ireland. He attended Albert College in 
Dublin, Ireland, and learned seamanship during holi
days on a sailing vessel owned by the father of one of his 
classmates. 

The family immigrated to America when John was 

~ineteen years old, by sailing vessel, landing: first in 
Boston. Seeking a better climate, they came to Jackson-
ville, Florida, where they settled. John took to the sea. 
Upon reaching his majority, he became a naturalized 
American citizen. 

One holiday, he and two other young chaps decided 
to adventure on their own down the East Coast of 
Florida in a small sailboat. They might even make it on 
to California, they dreamed. There is gold there! 

On reaching Jupiter.they struck camp on the north 
side of the river near the inlet. The story goes that every 
evening the boys brought out their musical instruments 
and had a private concert. "Grandma Carlin;' a great 
homemaker who was not yet "Grandma;' lived on the 
South side of Jupiter River with her large brood. She 
heard the boys and one evening sent over to them a pot 
of baked beans and a loaf of homemade bread. That did 
it! John settled for life on the Southeast Coast d Florida. 

He joined the life saving crew, bought land in 
Jupiter and started homesteading at Sugden (now Hobe 
Sound). In 1892, he was a County Commissioner from 
his district of old "giant" Dade County, and at one time, 
when Juno was County seat of Dade County, he was the 
County Treasurer. 

In 1896, he married Ola Kyle, a stepdaughter of 
Fred Cabot, a contractor who built roads, railroad right
of-ways and canals. 
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Following the accidental death of his wife's step
father e Ieven days after his marriage, John helped his 
mother-in-law complete the East Coast Canal contract 
which Mr. Cabot had held within the district. 

In 1898, the family moved to Jupiter Island where 
John had purchased a home. The property ran from 
Ocean to Sound as all the old places once did. No 
telephones nor near neighbors. 

Travel was by boat. Trading was done in Jupiter, 
six miles away,or by mail order. Sailboats and rowboats 
were used. Hobe Sound had one of the earliest Yacht 
Clubs on the East Coast of Florida and John was very in
terested in that and took his turn at being Commodore. 
Later, the motor launches replaced the picturesque, but 
slow sailboats. 

In 190 I, the family moved over to the mainland for 
better living quarters and water supply. 

In those days, specialists were rare. People built 
their own houses and boats. John tried his hand at both. 
He classified himse!I on the voting register as "pineapple 
grower." but had many occupations. He had yearly 
sharecroppers on his land; ran a small fish and oyster 
house; engaged in contracting, supplying road materials 
and wood for the woodburning railroad. He owned a 
grocery store, built a few boats. sold real estate, ran 
survey lines and became local superintendent for the 
Indian River Association, an English Company with 
headquarters in Jacksonville which owned large acreage 
in the vicinity and all over Florida. 

This company developed Hobe Sound and Jupiter 
Island. It was one of the earliest developments on the 
East Coast of Florida with go!I course. hotels, roads, 
electric power plant and water. 

"Chief'" or "Big Kid;' as John was called by the 
crewmen working at various points over the large 
territory. fotmd that the arrival of the auto was a real 
hdp to him. He could now drive the car through the flat
w.)ods. along hard stretches of land and over the narrow 
rough roads, thus, saving much time and physical 
strength. Autos changed greatly the manner of living. 

John served as a school trustee and a county com
missioner of newly created ( 19091 Palm Beach County, 
in which Hobe Sound was now located. He belonged to 
Rotary which met each week in West Palm Beach and 
trips to Stuart and West Palm Beach were now frequent. 
He was also able to attend Masonic meetings and even 
joined West Palm Beach Elks. 

During World War I, Skipper organized a Home 
Guard unit. Young men from Jupiter to Stuart belonged. 
All of these boys finally joined the armed forces leaving 
their Capt. at home to "Keep the home fires burning." 
In 1934, Skipper was selected as an Honorary Member 
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars for his outstanding ser
vice to Nation. 

In the 20's, his health began to fail. He developed a 
heart condition and moved to Fort Lauderdale to be near 
Dr. Leavitt of Pompano. 
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After a prolonged rest, he rented the boat yard from 
Bird King- the one on the South side of New River 
across from the end of Brickell Avenue (now S.W. lst 
Avenue). This he operated for a number of years, then 
bought land and built a yard further up the river. He 
also bought a home at 619 E. Broward Blvd., Fort 
Lauderdale, where the family lived. 

Skipper organized a Sea Scout Ship "Companion;' 
and enjoyed the association greatly. He was a Rotarian 
and a very active member of the Episcopal Church. 

When the harbor was started, it was a dream come 
true for him. A seaport for Broward County was to be a 
reality. He was on the first Pilot Commission, was the 
first licensed pilot and finally became the first Harbor 
Master at Port Everglades. He loved the sea and ships. 
He continued as Harbor Master until his last illness. 

He "slipped his cable;' as he would have expressed 
it,January 18, 1936. 

Skipper was a short stockily built man with a ruddy 
complexion. His hair started graying in his early twen
ties. He always wore a short mustache and had a clean 
scrubbed look about him. 

In his youth, he was very strong and agile. Boxing 
was one of his favorite sports. He was well educated, 
read a lot, could quote poetry or the Bible at the drop of 
a hat and they say he had one of the most lurid swearing 
vocabularies to be found on the Eastern Seaboard. But 
this was never used before ladies ... one didn't in the old 
days. 

He was a man of great vitality with a hearty manner 
and sometimes a startling gruffness. He adhered to a 
code of old fashioned courtesy, was always ready for a 
bit of fun, enjoyed games and a good joke. He had a 
somewhat short temper and was impatient to some 
degree. He was an openhanded, warmhearted person 
who befriended many. His collection of entertaining 
stories and anecdotes was vast. His was a colorful per
sonality. 

At his death, he left his wife, three daughters, one 
sister and two grandchildren besides many beloved 
friends. He had served his adopted country, which he 
loved, well and long, and as a result, the "Gold Coast" of 
Florida is a better place for all of us. 

OLA MAY OLDHAM, L.I., F.S. U. (then 
F.S.C. W.), Broward County's only woman Circuit 
Court Clerk (retired), is a native of Jupiter, Florida. and 
a long-time resident of Fort Lauderdale (1922), where 
she had visited frequently beginning in 1912. Having 
graduated from Palm Beach County Public Schools. she 
returned with her Teacher's Certificate to teach for 
several years in the public schools and; for a brief 
period, operated a private kindergarten in that County. 
She served as a Deputy Clerk under every Circuit Clerk 
in Broward 's history. except Ted Cabot: her first cous
in: she declined to serve because of personal feelings 
concerning nepotism in government. 



(..) - "Skipper" Grant, arm akimbo- a typical stance aboard Sea Scout Ship "Companion. " Courtesy Ola May Oldham 
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PROGRESS vs. PRESERVATION or A TALE OF 
TWO NEWSPAPERS 

MARJORIE D. PATTERSON 

"Progress" is defined in one dictionary as "advance 
toward perfection or a higher state~' "Preservation" is 
defined as the "act of keeping from harm, damage, 
danger." Are all products marketed today aimed at 
achieving a "higher state" automatically capable of 
preserving against "harm, damage. danger?" 

"Y , ', One group says: ou can t stop progress. 
Another replies: "Preserve it." Each viewpoint is sup
ported by mountains of statistical data. The conflict 
rages on many fronts. 

Many historic records give mute evidence to the 
fact that they are victim to conflicting viewpoints of 

" h . .. . " u f what is "progress and w at Is preservation. se o 
the "best," that is ,"latest " products to preserve historic 
materials may be more harmful than helpful when 
hastily applied. The truth of the adage "haste makes 
waste" is proven once again. . 

Innumerable suggestions could be offered whiCh 
are useful in improving protection for scrapbooks, 
photographs, reel or sheet film, manuscripts and the 
endless variety of media used to record written and 
pictorial history. In subsequent paragraphs, two news
papers are discussed which illustrate the principles of 
preservation applicable to historic records. 
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The Fort Lauderdale Historical Society has a copy 
of the newspaper THE METROPOLITAN published 
on Friday morning, January 29, 1836. The masthead 
describes it as a "New Series, Vol. II, No. 12;' and as 
"A Journal of Literature, Agriculture, The Mechanic 
Arts, Domestic and Fore~ Intelligence, and General 
Miscellany." 

The article "Latest From The Indians" carries the 
dateline Charleston, South Carolina, January 21, 1836, 
and relates the massacre of the Cooley family on New 
River. This account is of particular interest to historians 
because a statement written therein is in conflict with 
other . published statements regarding the massacre of 
the Cooley family. 

How can this article best be preserved? Currently, 
the least expensive professional framing costs $48.00 
for this 4-page newspaper, printed on one sheet. Dozens 
of items, all truly relevant to Fort Lauderdale's history, 
vie for the meager funds available for professional 
framing. 

How fortunate that some one exercised some degree 
of caution with this copy of THE METROPOLITAN 
which was folded crosswise! To date, the paper has not 
broken in the center of the page and printed lines 
appearing along the fold are still legible. At least the 
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168 NILES' NATIONAL REGISTER-NOV. D, 1839-STATES OF THE UNION. 

Callaway, to the chair, Stephen T. Dun~lin, of 'Vash- . IOWA . eelf in readinesa to nnoe me up to the grand ball• 
ington, and Mr. Mellon, of Manon, VICe prestdents. The follo'll:mg account of the vtgor«?u• pow_th of the dance, of courn, if p~rmilted. During the day 
John B. Coaher, of St. Charles, and two others, the youngel!t terntory of the umo'!, and_ Ita flatrenn,;: proe- Ctntle appeared to be in .fine •pirits tau~ fling and 
names our informant doea not recollect, acted as Be· pects Ill regards the future 11 coptcd from the paper 1 lk " J . G " · 
crctaries . The convention cloeed ita labors on Tuesday published ot Burlington (lo;.a) by the original ulle of a tng. n !be nr.m~g, at dusk, ~orge, tte 10 ' 
evening. "the Hawkeye," under dote of October 17: terpr~tPr~ and two aoldters were sent. up wrtb a gai-

"Every thing went forward with the utmost harm<>- "_Du.r toritory. All who feel interested in ~e pros- l~n ofwbtskey, _and to say that theollicecs w_ould not 
ny and but one spirit and one feeling appeared to ani· perny of this infant territory, cannot he otherwi8C than tome that evemng. It was lelt optaonal watb tbem 
m~te the crowd. Every one det~rmined to make one gratified to see the great number of emigrant~ who are to ~o ~r not~ but no ooe entt'rlait.t-d suspicions ot 
V•"orous and concerted effort for the regeneration of rushing into it from all quarters. Every s1eamboat that !bear mtenhons. Ten-elenn-tweln o't:lock 
th~ alate, and to die in the last ditch befure giving up the stems the great father of watera to tht~ and the pomts came, and nttlher rt'lurned to camp although they 
principles for which they contend. From all the repre- above us comes laden with this kind of_produce from had beeu ordered to be back nrly.' .Meanwhile 1 
eentations made, we have no doubt but .o thorough and othe_r countnes, and from other states. They are pour- aopposed they had become intoxicated, or bad been 
efficient organi:r.ation of all the wbigs will now he made a~£ m upon us, by the way of northern and eastern II· versuaded to remain till morning, or that time fiew 
throughout the &tate, and that they will present such a liAOIB, 111 ~uch numbers that the shore opposlle thts laslo,r than they wue awllore of in lbeir enJ·oymenll, 
front as has never before heen w11neased in this state. place almOHt conunually presents the RppearRnce of a a rod there lore I went to bed. At fo r t 

"The official Jl:'OCeedings will in due time ap~ar; at large army w11h us prancmg steeds and heavy baggage T 1.: b ur, aeutenan 
the hour of wnring thts they have not arnved tn the wacrous, notwiths:anding the steam ferry-boat is con· omp...,ns ecame exlnmely un~asy-heutenant 
city. The following are the nominations of the neltt tir.;ally thinning its ranks. We are informed by tra· Dava~ proffered has boat, and at fivt: lhPy both went 
August election, they wtll ~ haaled wath pleasure and vellt:ra th~t the leading roads from Ohio and Indiana up the raver. Approachmg the_ apot 01 tbe lndaan 
suppotted with enure unommtty hy all the fraenda of an: crowded with emigrants, all bound lor Iowa. Had camp, tht'y ~ould percea\·e uo tndacahon of a fire 
relorm throughout the state, and that they will be we no other than selfu;h fet'lings. we should bid them or of huwa.n prest'nce. "Here," "com" here," 
elected, we entertain no doubt, if all will now but do welcome, lor their coming will add not ouly to the nu· ••here 1 am,"' moaned a voice I rom the t.larll: shaded 
&heir duty. merical strength, but to the wealth of lhe territory. But bauk. On rowing thither, the soldier Hopkins was 

For &oumor. wewelcome them on another accouoL \Ve lllncerely discovered in thf' water, where be bad c:onct'aled 
JoaN R. CuKK, of Howard. hehcve tha! thetr condtllon, and t~e condmon of thetr hirnat-lf. "I am wounded," said he, ••anti th"Y 

For lieute1tant govt!mor. famlltes, wall be henered. There 11 land enough and have killed Geor1: autl Bo)·cc." The boat hastened 
JOISD'H Boov, of St. Genevieve. to spare 

F11r con8re.,. . ,.Tbe.whole territory ia now full of etrangers. Oar back to ump. opkina e.stimatt'd their uumbe~ at 
THORNTON GRIMSLEY, of St. Louis. city has become a perfect Gutham, as emigrants from 800 wa~raore; (much too ba_gh probuhly.) He hn-
WooDOON J . Moss, of Clay. every atate, and, in fact, from every civilized country· gered atx hou~s and lhero dted. 1 he ball bad pass-

For ekctoro of pre.itknt and vice pruidmL on the globe, arc flocking in cloud3 to our place." ed from the p1t of bas stomach throu~h the abdo-
S.urou C. 0\VENS. of Jacluoon. FLORIDA. men, and lodged at his left hip, about an inch deep, 
PHILI1' Cou:. of Wuhingwn. The following lt'ller to the ~ditor wu not writii'D wbt'nce it was extracted. On the 28th, the day of 
JOSE.PB C. BROwN, of St. Louis. I with the least a de a of its publicatiou, or with the his death, we followed biw, arrived at his grave. 
STEPBEN CLEVEK, of Ralls. knowlecl!!e that he. to whotn it was aoldressed. wa~ and listened to the funeral serYice lrom tbe aer· 

Far tkUgoJtuto t~e • . .· • lu~t," and at the eod of 

~uNWC}G1 -.::oLORIDA. ged-the ftag, "hic:b bad 
Lc!~ :Hu~ • •cended to lbe pt'ak. 

w •. H. Ru~ The foHowin~ letter to the editor was not V\·ritten lion up lbe narrow river 
11111 ..,... vas anggeat~d-but lien• 

TheDetroitbanksha• with the least Jdea of its publication, or with the edit as yet, imprudent. 
pie will probablt be folio t'ertd to go with three 

s~~~~~~·~::i;ier ~N::"; knowledge that he, to whom it was addressed, was ~r.~::e~~: 1 fa~~e~.77n;~~~ 
B. Weles,cashier ofth t>ditor of tbe Regi~t~r-But as it furnishes later iu- lAying the la!t tribute to 
bank, in behalf of thetr r :ay IJit'culating upon the 

it!~.fj.~;dinary busine• telligenee from the i mrnediate point where W A• or "f11 e ~o~rkir~:~~~; ~:~: 
dueled as usual without b d · d d d f • ,. • lh t.1 d tb II If 
wiUbereceivedbyeach PEACE \\·as to e eel ~ upon, an COil atns a 81 - Ucetl ~ e ag ala 
tinclion will be made be ; in lhe sky above !be 

an~I~?.:":o~~;~~edthat ful ar.&d practical illustration of the FLORIDA wAll, ~a~i~~lu~~~~f:.;:.,o~~ 
f:~~i':~~~~~~~:~:~o~~ so far ail it goe~, we offer that alone as eur -apology :·iu~fd-::.~~~!:1;·~~ 0r~~ 
~:!~r~,:J~:;~~eo,~cb1 for inserting it; having omitted several paragraphs, r~;a,~hbe£~hi~~·~!:~a;.~: 
the purcha•eandshtpme• bo~a.·ever. woutt.l so ~onstrue it.-
country. " halloo? It must have 

Progru• of em;graJ!'o:; Fort Louderdalt, Octobtr 5. 1839. "fl heard that cry again;" 
letter addressed to gov. Do , a tt'f. But nothing c:er-
l'ress,froma merc~ant Chitte Tuskenu2gee, some time back, t~airl to U!, onrcommand~rlhOU!!;ht 
care have been constgne ._. p I be men con~enlraled 

~~!r;~~~'i:i~i ;h~;-~ u I am DO\V sitting by the great \\·aters pre ad before .;eo~~~~e ~:~~e:~~t1.'eo~1! 
They leftthetr homes, 10 d •. I. t lll:.s D I say l c.J all &t8Jld b,,- my open. On tile 29th lbe 
religiOUS dtsee.nuons. . us, an n s pr~ e Ct- • l .l )icl'nt you hear a distant 

It is stated 10 the Peort I t F t K. . r II l b d t :a in d~tecl~d . If lht're 
families, flyin!;from reli~ won a or ang, I a my peop e a an on me 0 II have ~ome from some 
about6t'lllingmthe tern If u I J 11 · • h d bought Davis-but •till 

Th• p,,.....,.,. t:rmgra myse . " s U\ never again TCI)8e my an clock a soldit'r rem3Ck· 
grants contir:we toexcne • t th h• )I • d S J f } i~ that yondtr?" "Let 
~'Z~i~odu~ri~:;.~:sli~.:: aga•ns e w lte man, 881 am ones, " or am it," said a corporai.-

Nofearsoft~atkindne< old noW, and \\'hat ,.an an old man ll"ke ane do.''- ndanallil(atortoo,near 
now here are from Pru•s '- y," railed out auother .-
700. In a few daystht y l th th d h t ) I • ..1 th • t "Boyre's body is tloat-
more,next•pringbyl,21 e e 0 er ay, w en wo so Glt»rs anu e In er- ·omrnouthtonlfiUih,aod 
mer by perhaps 1,000 °· l • • l d t h · S J ' S r ro.-er it. A cry c:amt: 
makinginallnotlessth! pre er VlSI e t»Jr cao1p, am OtJeS SOn, ponge, msiue thP t11ic k man-
ants ot the Lutheran ch' d C h • t l ' l. th Q h H d · ~d ey~ could dt>ct'rn in 
thereligiousestabhshme an 1 e !l )'OU!lger uro er, C t"e a JO, were thirkets, the lo rm of a 
fected, the king ordered live!" I haslen~d into 
tening cenmn penaluu f, 
ment., confiscanon of property ano prosecuuon 1n va- er ont>. --~am .Joues, · :o:aau 11e, ··naLJu;-one O\'er 1o anotner uoat, an11, wJtn Hle St-rg:eanl aod lieutenant 
rious funns, were the con!'Cquences to the. rec.usants. see after the hostile Indians, aud wa~ ~X peeled back Sloan, crossed over im111ediately and tool:; him in . 
Finding they could no lon{cr rctam then loumes 10 shorlly ." He was going to remain in camp with He \<"as 'l<"ilhout a wound , but exhausted with ex
comfort, numbers of _the old ~cllool_. among whum are us during the night, and wished to give us a sli~hl ces~ive fati gue and long peril, and llistt-ned with 
those now here, peunoned has matcsty, for pcrnusst<;Jn dance in our own c:amp. Arcmdingly he, with his wrapped allention to h.- det ail•, which we got in 
to quit the country. After more t an a year of frull· half dozen warriors, ga,·e us a danre, during which, mor~ ~onllt'Ciecl form on bri11giug him back to camp. 
le•s exertion, they were Htlast allowed to de pan; and much to his astonishment, a rock PI was •en I up into Boyce's body \<"as taken up and lound without a 
with li!!hter hearts than they han expcnenced for many the dark ~ky . They continued I heir dance as if wound . He wa! drowned either hy falivue, by I he 

eaf!l before, tbtoy left thei r land forHer. knowing , 
i'naL afar off, there was on01her land 10 winch thev nothing was o~curring; Chi lie himself, howt'Ver, gra,s, or by ft ight-his head ann neck swollen with 
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tears that are in the paper were not patched with pres
sure sensitive tape which, in time, would penetrate the 
paper. Depending upon the placement of such tape, a 
stain from the adhesive might well render the "mended" 
portion illegible. As the adhesive on pressure sensitive 
tape is absorbed by the paper, the tape flakes off and 
the sections become unpatched. Frequently, parts of 
torn pages are separated from the remainder of the re
cord. invaluable information is lost. and one can not 
determine if the missing portion is part of a negative 
or affirmative statement. Thus, the researcher is stymied 
until alternate sources are found which determine the 
fact. 

When a good quality, non-corrosive paper clip was 
removed, no serious rust stains resulted during the 
interval of years while the clip affixed some pencilled 
notes to the newspaper. In this case, an item produced 
by recent technology would have had decided value. A 
plastic clip, far more expensive than the traditional 
metal ones, is now used to attach notations while several 
papers are being accummulated for handling at one 
time. 

Of relatively late manufacture 1 the paper bearing 
the original pencilled notations is a highly acid pulp 
paper. widely used in today's lined tablets. Residual 
acids in the paper migrate from page to adjacent page 
without leaving visible stains; thus, deterioration of the 
excellent quality rag paper in use in 1836 is accelerated. 

A temporary method for protecting the newspaper 
is relatively inexpensive. The newspaper is placed 
between 2 sheets of acetate or polyester film large 
enough to provide at least a one-inch margin on all sides, 
and is then sealed with a pressure tape along the edges. 
The tape seals only the acetate and thus, the tape has no 
direct contact with any portion of the newspaper. When 
handled carefully, the acetate holds the paper in place 
without slippage. 

The pencilled notes were detached and then placed 
in between the transparent film; a tag was placed in the 
margin around .THE METROPOLJTAN. Horizonta! 
storage is in a cabinet_ drawer, large enough to prevent 
any folds or curls in the paper. 

Information in the paper is read easily; direct 
contact with the paper itself is prevented. Natural oils in 
thP skin of one's hands do not transfer to the paper. 
With care and without removal from its protective cover
ing, copies of selected articles may be reproduced on cer
tain types of copying equipment. Thus, the paper is pro
tected and, yet, the information is available as needed. 
The cost of the acetate or polyester films is low, about 
$3.50. When purchased in quantity, the total cost is 
reduced. 

Should the ultimate decision be to frame this 1836 
newspaper, the paper can be removed from the shielding 
by opening the sea ling tape around the perimeter and 
carefu lly removing the top cover. Greater caution is 
required to separate the newspaper from the second 
acetate sheet. Careless, rapid motions generate static 
elPctricity, which is sometimes strong enough to cause 
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a tear in the paper. To ensure the greatest degree of 
safety for the newspaper, an item of this size would be 
handled most successfully by two people. Incidentally, 
the protective materials can be reused. 

Another newspaper of great value poses a slightly 
more complicated situation. NILES' NATIONAL 
REGISTER, printed in Baltimore on November 9, 
1839, contains sixteen pages printed on four sheets. 
According to the paper itself, it was "printed and 
published, every Saturday, by Jeremiah Hughes, Editor 
and Proprietor, at $5 per annum, payable in advance." 
It carries the motto: "The Past - The Present- For 
the Future." 

The portion of the paper devoted to Florida states: 

"The following letter to the editor was not 
written with the least idea of its publication, or 
with the knowledge that he, to whom it was 
addressed, was editor of the Register - But as it 
furnishes later intelligence from the immediate 
point where WAR OR PEACE will be decided 
upon, and contains a faithful and practical illus
tration of the FLORIDA WAR, so far as it goes, 
we offer that along as our apology for insertin~ 
it; having omitted several paragraphs, however.' 

The above paragraph introduces the following: 

"Fort Lauderdale, October 5, 1839. 
Chitte Tuskenuggee, some time back, said to us, 'I 
am now sitting by the great waters spread before us 
and in its presence I say I shall stand by my word at 
Fort King, if all my people abandon me to myself. 

I shall never again raise mt hand against the white 
man', said Sam Jones, 'for am old now, and what 
can an old man like me do ... , ' " 

The letter is a lengthy, tragic, historical account 
of man's inhumanity to man. 

To protect this historic record, each of the four 
sheets of the NILES' NATIONAL REGISTER, pub
lished November 9, 1839, is placed within protective 
sleeves of film. which are then attached with a fabric 
tape in order to prevent separation. Use of the less ex
pensive but more quickly and easily used metal staples 
would result in rust, which would damage adjacent 
items. 

The preservation and restoration of historic records 
and artifacts is a highly specialized technical field. 
Skilled professional personnel are needed to apply the 
currently accepted and approved techniques developed 
for purposes of long-range preservation. Such protective 
measures may involve considerable expense. Restora
tion is even more costly. Yet, as in all technical fields, 
future research and development may render today 's 
progressive methods obsolete, possibly even damaging. 
Current fact may be proven fallacious by tomorrow's 
"progress." 

Suggestions offered here are of the "household 
hint" variety, to be used as "first-aid" measures until 
the "doctor" arrives. They are intended for use by the 



person who has the need and desire to apply inexpen
sive protective methods, using items easily obtained 
from local sources. Everyone has something of personal 
or sentimental value that warrants simple and inexpen
sive protection. 

Many people have collections of a truly historic 
nature which justify the use of more expensive, pro
fessional techniques. A temporary simple method of 
preservation can be used promptly if care is taken to 
avoid the use of products which will ultimately cause 
damage. However, it is suggested that the owner of 
valuable historic materials inquire about the protective 
measures used by various nearby historical organiza
tions. A "best" place can then be chosen - either as 
an immediate home or ultimate location - for historical 
records of long range value to a community. 

Few historical institutions, in this locale or else
where, have sufficient funds to provide immediate, 
expensive professional treatment for all old and aging 
items, either for those on hand or for all new acquisitions. 
Before precious dollars are spent, each item must be 
evaluated for relevance, value, duplication and the 
contribution it makes. 

The American Association for State and Local 
History publishes technical bulletins, comprehensive 
in scope. They are easily read, understood and applied 
by the layman. The methods advocated are accepted 
by most professionals as "The Bible:' The publications 
are prepared with a view toward helping local organiza
tions protect, and not damage, a wide range of historical 
materials, with minimum cash outlay. The complete 
set of these technical bulletins may be read and studied 
at the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society. Possibly, 
they are available for review at our local points. 

Protection of historical, original source materials 
requires a delicate blend of products from this age of 
progress and enlightenment and of other products which 
are tested by time. The use of many current conven
iences or "necessities" on original history sources must 
be eliminated if their integrity is to be preserved for use 
by tomorrow's historians. 

MARJORIE D. PATTERSON (MRS. A.l.) 

Mrs. Patterson has been a resident of Fort Lauderdale 
since early childhood. She attended local schools in other 
areas for many years, and returned to Fort Lauderdale 
in 1968. She attended the University of Colorado and 
University of Puerto Rico as well as Berlitz Schools of 
Language. Maijorie Patterson is presently Executive 
Director for the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, 
Inc., and has been since February I, 197 5. 

UPDATE continued from 5 

state historical society survey. Members are working 
on plans to restore the first schoolhouse built in the 
1920s as a town hall and museum and are accumulating 
photographs from the early 1900s to the present in order 
to illustrate the oral history. 

Fort Lauderdale Historical Society (Russell M. Gard
ner, President) 

A $5,000 grant has been given to the society by the 
state so that items of interest in the society's collections 
can be catalogued. A generous gift by an anonymous 
donor has enabled the society to purchase a copy of the 
movie, "The Idol Dancer," filmed entirely in Fort 
Lauderdale about 55 years ago. 

Hallandale Historical Society (Betty ]o Moffit Cunning
ham, President) 

A new history of Hallandale has just been formu
lated and has recently been published in a hard back 
edition. This book features old photographs and inter
views with pioneers and relates the developmental his
tory of Hallandale. This group is also refurbishing a 
1 91 0 schoolhouse. 

Hollywood Historical Society (Kenneth Spry, Presi
dent) 

Members of the Hollywood Historical Society are 
collecting artifacts and photographs and working in 
conjunction with the Hollywood bicentennial task force 
on the Hollywood oral history project. A series of rotat
ing exhibits are being prepared for display in the Holly
wood historical room at the Art and Culture Center, 
1301 South Ocean Drive, Hollywood. 

Oakland Park Historical Society (Edward Bailey, Presi-
dent) · 

A $10,000 grant has been appropriated by the City 
of Oakland Park to members of the Oakland Park His
torical Society for restoration of Mayor Dewey Hawkins' 
house as a museum. 

Plantation Historical Society (Dorothy O'Hare, Presi
dent) 

Oral · history and collection of artifacts are two 
projects which have recently been initiated. The society 
was responsible for the installation of the cornerstone 
in the Plantation city hall on Independence Day, 1976. 
A booklet on local history has been compiled for third 
graders. Members are currently formulating plans for 
moving and restoring the old Peters home. 

Continued p. 50 
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"The Ft. Lauderdale House of Refuge, known as House #4, as seen from the beach. While the 
design for all five houses was originally identical , it underwent alteration later when the stations 
were taken over by the United States Coast Guard. 

LIFESAVING STATION #4 
HOUSES OF REFUGE 

A Unique System of Lifesaving For Southeast Florida 
!Part ll 

Eugene E. Wiley 

1876 was a very good year for news. The Nation's 
Centennial was being celebrated ; the Battle of Little Big 
Horn was fought - and lost - along with the lives of 
General George Armstrong Custer and 264 of his men ; 
Professor Alexander Graham Bell transmitted the sound 
of a human voice over a battery less telephone . and, 
locally, John J. " P ig" Brown left his hog raising on N ew 
River in Ft. Lauderdale to sit in the Florida Legislature. 

But,for the captains, crews and passengers of ships 
which used the Gulf Stream off the South Florida coast 
as a highway of commerce, the best news of all in 1876 
was the completion, stocking and manning of the Houses 
of Refuge. Prior to September II th of that year, sailors 
viewed the naked desolation of the beaches in this area 
with as much trepidation as they did reefs and sudden 
squalls. 
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Here it was not enough to escape the clutches of a 
stormy sea and reach the land, for one must still find 
food, fresh water and aid for one's injuries. But this was 
a wild, uninhabited coast. Looking north and south, one 
saw nothing but tall coconut palms lazily swaying over 
dwarf-like seagrape trees and, amidst the undulating 
beach grass, an occasional red-flowering hibiscus bush. 
Access to the mainland was denied by swamps through 
which miles of stunted mangroves spread. M any seamen 
were "saved" from the waves in those days only to leave 
their bones forever on the hot sands of the deserted coast. 

Attempts at saving the lives of survivors from ship· 
wrecks were, of course, not new. Small shelters were 
built on the Massachusetts coast by the ' 'Humane 
SocietY of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts'' as 



early as 1786. Inside these huts were placed blankets, 
food and fuel. But despite the accomplishments of this 
courageous group of volunteers, the idea was decades 
ahead of emulation and it was not until 183 7 that the 
Federal authorities decided to help by dispatching a few 
cutters to cruise near the coast. 

For sixty-one years there was but one organized life
saving system in the United States, the 18-station 
Ma~sachusetts Humane Society's Houses of Refuge. 
Finally, in 1847, Congress appropriated $5,000 (at
tached to a lighthouse billl to provide Atlantic coast 
lighthouses with means for assisting shipwreck victims. 
Even this might never have been accomplished except 
that for ten years the entire country had been in a state of 
shock about the tragic sinking of the bark MEXICO 
with 115 passengers and crew. 

The wreck of the MEXICO had been especially 
dramatic since it happened on the morning of January 2, 
183 7, a very cold day, on the Hempstead, Long Island 
shore in plain sight of a band of selfless but ill-equipped 
amateur life-savers. They managed to save seven men 
and a boy from the freezing water but the spray from the 
storm turned to ice as it fell on the rest of the terrified 
passengers and crew who were forced on deck by the 
flooding of water into the ship's hold. After exhausting 
all the life-saving means at their disposal, the men on 
shore could do no more than stand by their fires and 
watch, frustrated and anguished, as the MEXICO and 
her luckless compliment went down. No previous wreck 
caused more publicity and all across the country 
engravings of the wreck appeared for sale. 

In spite of the $10,000 Congress appropriated in 
1848 for surf boats and other appliances for the coast 
between Sandy Hook and Little Egg Harbor and the 
larger appropriation in the following session for the con
struction of twenty-two life-saving stations for the Long 
Island and Jersey coasts, no one really addressed them
selves to the total problem. No one was put in charge of 
the houses and they still had to get along with only 
volunteer crews. 

Official apathy continued though progress was 
being made in communications and the burgeoning press 
took advantage of every wreck of consequence to arouse 
the indignation of their readers. One such wreck in
volved the loss of three hundred people when the 
POWHATAN went down near Squan Beach, N .J.,in 
1854. With a sl ight flare of interest. Congress voted 
to buy $40,000 worth of new life boats and equipment 
for the Long Island and Jersey coasts. At the same time, 
a superintendent was put in charge of each coast and 
keepers manned each house1but sixteen more years were 
to pass before permanent crews were to be assigned. The 
keepers did eliminate the wholesale thefts of life boats 
and other equipment but these appointees were another 
evil in themselves. The posts were handed out as political 
favors or rewards and many able volunteers, who had 
risked their lives through the years, were passed over for 
the few paying job" and many others refused to continue 
under their new superiors. 

In 1871, two men appeared on the marine scene 
who were to bring sunlight into a stormy situation. The 
United States Treasury named Captain John Faunce to 
inspect the various life-saving stations and his report of 
filthy houses, dilapidated equipment and rusty appara
tus was very discouraging. Some stations had been 
stripped bare of any equipment not securely fastened_ 
He found that the keepers generally lacked ability and 
that the morale of the crews was at a very low point. But 
apparently 4,163 lives had been saved together with 
$716,000 worth of property and that was enough to 
draw another $200,000 from Congress and push into 
the limelight a man who would eventually make the 
United States Life Saving Service the most respected in 
the world -Sumner Increase Kimball. 

Sumner Kimball beca1pe Chief of the Revenue 
Marine Bureau of the U nit~d States Treasury Depart
ment in 1871 which put him in charge of the life-saving 
stations simultaneously. Kimball began to clean house 
-literally. Repairs to decaying buildings began; politi
cal appointees were removed in favor of more competent 
men; new stations were constructed and strict orders 
were issued regarding the conduct and responsibilities of 
the keepers and their crews. Mr. Kimball worked night 
and day, gradually bringing some order out of the 
muddled service. In 1873,he added ten stations to the 
existing seventy-one, extending the line along the Rhode 
Island a_!ld Cape Cod coasts. He also contracted to build 
twenty-three more - five in Maine, five in Massachu
setts, one in New Hampshire, two in Virginia and ten in 
North Carolina. Attesting to his success was the fact 
that of the thirty-two wrecks that year, only one re
sulted in a fatality. 

Captain John Faunce joined with Captain J.H. 
Merryman and Mr. Kimball to form a commission to 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury on expanding 
the service. They concluded, after examining every 
recorded wreck of the previous ten years, that three 
types of stations should be provided. Life boats were 
deemed sufficient for most places on the Pacific and 
Lakes coasts where disasters were infrequent and, thus, 
twenty-two of these were recommended. They were to be 
manned by volunteers who would be paid for their serv
ices at each wreck and additionally rewarded by medals 
of honor. The approximate cost of these life boat sta
tions would be $4,790. 

Twenty three complete life saving stations were 
recommended for the flat beaches with outlying bars 
far from settlements. These would have regular paid 
crews during the winter months and would contain all 
equipment needed to save lives from stranded ships. 
The complete stations would be built on specific, recom
mended sites on the Great Lakes and the Atlantic as far 
south as Hatteras and were to cost $5,302. 

Then, according to the report: 
Upon the coast of Florida the shores are so 
bold that stranded vessels are usually thrown 
high enough upon the beach to permit easy 
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Washington (Wash) Jenkins, first Keeper of Ft. 
Lauderdale's House of Refuge, with his first wife 
and family. Probably taken in 1883 before his 
divorce and resignation as Keeper. 

escape from them; therefore the usual appara
tus belonging to the complete stations are not 
considered necessary. The section of that coast 
from the Indian River Inlet to Cape Florida 
is almost destitute of inhabitants, and persons 
cast up upon its inhospitable shores are liable 
to perish from starvation and thirst, from in
ability to reach the remote settlements. 

It was therefore recommended that five Houses of 
Refuge be constructed for the area mentioned, capable 
of sheltering 25 persons with provisions for ten days, 
plus a surf boat with oars and sails. The houses were 
to be manned by a Keeper and his family but, for the 
reasons mentioned in the report, by no crew members. 
$2,995 was all they should cost. 

Sumner I. Kimball's dedication to hard work and 
to the perfection of the life saving system earned much 
praise and recognition for him. So much so that Con
gress in 1878 separated the life saving service from 
the Revenue Marine Bureau, made it autonomous and 
unanimously confirmed President Hayes' nomination 
of Kimball as General Superintendent of the United 
States Life Saving Service. 

The position of station keeper was an important one. 
Their duties were to reside constantly at the station and 
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hold themselves accountable for its care and custody. 
They were captains of their crews, always taking the 
steering oar in the boats and directing the life saving 
operation. Wrecked property remained in their control 
until the owner relieved them or they had instructions 
from their superior officers to relinquish control. As can 
be seen, these duties called for a person of good char
acter with sufficient education to handle the business 
of the station, physically sound and with adequate pro
ficiency as a seaman. 

In spite of the strict prerequisites, the position of 
keeper seldom went begging. At this advanced stage of 
the Service,each and every crew member was a possible 
candidate, having been drilled and inspected as often 
as the keeper deemed necessary and a record of his merits 
having been noted at headquarters. Mainly, these were 
men who had been fishermen or wreckers from boyhood 
and were expert boatmen before going into the Service. 
Rarely was it necessary to go outside the area for keeper 
material. District officers had to have good, specific 
reasons for nominating persons from outside the im
mediate vicinity. In practice, there was seldom trouble 
in obtaining a keeper for an existing station. Infrequently 
the difficulty came in filling the position at newly created 
stations. 

The Houses of Refuge had no crews until the Life 
Saving Service was reorganized into the Coast Guard 
much later and many of the duties and skills mentioned 
above were not required of the keepers. Theirs was a 
rather passive employment and perhaps the more bor
ing. But they and their families did perform one of the 
life saving crew's basic chores which was to patrol the 
shore in both directions after storms looking for ship
wreck survivors. 

Commensurate with the degree of danger in their 
work or lack of it, the keepers of the different types of 
stations received different pay. The Secretary of the 
Treasury was authorized to pay a keeper $800 per year 
but few ever received that much. Some few, whose post 
was so isolated that they desired a paid assistant or who 
had performed their duties with exceeding merit, were 
paid the total amount authorized; but most Life Saving 
Service keepers received $700. Keepers of Houses of 
Refuge received $400 annually . Apparently, in those 
days Webster's dict ionary had but one definition for "in
flation," probably "To blow up, as a balloon," for we 
know that Charles Coman, keeper of the Ft. Lauderdale 
House of Refuge,was still drawing $400 before he re
signed on October 6, 1888, twelve years after the service 
was started. 

So it was in 1876, the United States' lOOth birth
day, that the good news came to Southeast Florida. That 
summer, carpenter crews began sinking 8" square 
beams into the sand every twenty-five miles or so and 
hammered together five Houses of Refuge which were to 
be manned by a paid Keeper on a permanent basis. 
Designed by Albert Blaisdell of Boston, Massachusetts, 
who was appointed Architect on October 18, 1875, all 



five were reported completed by Lt. E. Biondi, U.S. 
Life Saving Service, September ll, 1876. No longer 
would sailors, cast up on the beach, face a lonely death 
by thirst, starvation or dementia for want of a human 
presence. 
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THE ABORIGINAL INDIAN OF SOUTH FWRIDA 
1450 B.C.- 1763 A.D. 

For almost three thousand years, the aboriginal 
Indians of Southeast Florida were caught up in an ex
istence pattern that would challenge modern man. In 
order to survive, they adapted one of the most unusual 
and unique environments in the world, the Florida Ever
glades, to their needs. Cartographers and historians 
have found it mysterious and intriguing for 400 years, 
from the earliest explorers to the present day air boaters. 

These early people, believed to be of Muskhogean 
stock, migrated slowly down the peninsula for hundreds 
of years. In all probability, they came down the west 
coast and dispersed throughout lower Florida. Small 
bands splintered off and remained behind in certain 
areas. When other Indians arrived here, they found the 
warmth of the climate, and the abundance of food 
sources inducement enough to stay. As the climate has 
not changed to any extent in the last 5,000 years, their 
choice was understandable. 

The key to understanding the early inhabitants 
is knowledge of the watery Glades with its covering of 
sedge or sawgrass, its small islets or tree hammocks 
and its wet prairies. Waterways interlaced the entire area 
all the way over to the Atlantic ridge. Peat and muck 
that covered the oolitic limestone outcroppings 5,000 
years ago, is the base of the soil that now exists. This 
black, organic soil overlays the white quartz sand of the 
Pamlico sea. Under that,there is a gray marl just above 
the permeable bedrock in certain areas. Parker noted 
that "during flood times all but the highest tree islahds 
in the glades were inundated and that the flood waters 
slowly swept southward in a 40 mile wide sheet flow ... 
Such flood waters ... maintained force enough to cause 
the tree islands to develop an alignment pattern parallel 
to the lines of surface-water and to assume a typical rain
drop shape having a blunt, rounded, up-gradient head 
and a long drawn-Qut, down-gradient tail (Parker 1974-
21)." This, then, is the land where the Tequesta In
dian's ancestors chose to live. 

A general division of the surface-water flow and 
consequently the shape and direction of the tree islands 
from Lake Okeechobee southward occurs at a line ap
proximating the modern Miami canal. Everything east 
of it runs toward the southeast, and everything west 
of it runs to the southwest through the Big Cypress on
ward into the GuU. 

Any settlement pattern, as such, was dictated by 
the natural features of the Everglades, that is, by the 
tree island configurations. The small camp sites usually 
were at the north end of the rain-drop shaped hammock. 
Depth of the black earth at this end was about 18 inches. 
Evidence from the archaeological excavations on many 
of these small midden sites has proven that they were 

WILMA B. WILLIAMS 

exactly what they are today, camp sites of short-term 
duration. Pottery types attributed to the Florida West 
Coast tur;; up with about the same frequency as do the 
East Coast types (Griffin 197 4 - 343l. This would in
dicate that the Glades was a source of food for more 
than just the aboriginal Indians who lived in the im
mediate area. 

Surrounded by water, the Indian had little dif
ficulty moving from place to place in dugouts. A good 
map of early Florida will show that travel was possible 
southward on the St. Johns River to Lake Helen, on 
through numerous other streams to Lake Kissimmee 
and all of the small waterways out of the meandering 
Kissimmee to Lake Okeechobee. Out of the west part of 
thP lake, flowed the Caloosahatchee River, and out of 
the south and east, flowed the historically significant 
Hillsboro River (Rio Seco), New River (Rio Nuevo), 
Snake Creek, Arch Creek and the Miami River. All of 
these streams and others, flowed silently over the Ever
glades river of grass. A traveler was seldom out of sight 
of a hammock at the end of a day's journey. 

Travel from the north continued from early times 
for hundreds of years until 1200-1500 A.D. Pottery 
found in campsites indicates that travelers came as early 
as 600 B.C. This pottery is to have originated in the St. 
Johns River region because its composition of diatoma
ceous earth is not found in South Florida (Crusoe 1971 -
33). This chalky St. Johns ware is accepted as a local 
Glades pottery because of its frequent appearance in 
the sites. 

Throughout the centuries, the waterways of the 
primitive people have become overgrown to the extent 
that they are no longer discernible as such. They were 
definite routes, but not in the sense of man-made 
canals. Recently these old waterways have been found 
on the infra-red satellite maps of 1974 which confirm 
the early maps of the first surveyors and cartographers. 
The waterways flow from hammock to hammock show
ing the trails of the Indians. 

Fluctuations of water levels was minimal. Although 
there were no canals at that time to create lower water 
levels, there were long periods of drought and natural 
fires that depleted the vegetation. As muck is an organic 
soil, it burned deeply. Ash layers have been found in the 
peat deposits. 

It is not known whether the first arrival of the In
dian was by dugout or on foot. In any event, he found 
a warm, sweet climate, prevailing winds from the south
east and, in early summer, the rains that drench new life 
into the sea of grass. The sedge ringed hammocks were 
homes for the swamp rabbits, the little bandit raccoons, 
otters, turtles and other small animals. The small deer 



were as much at home in the watery Glades as were the 
bear and cougar, the red-winged blackbird or the white 
heron. The doe would nest down in the sawgrass when 
startled or distract her enemy by running in the op
posite direction from her young. As if on signal, birds 
feeding in the tall sawgrass would rise at the arrival of 
the ubiquitous alligator. 

In 1837, John Lee Williams wrote "all the islands 
are surrounded with dense circles of grass from 1 00 to 
500 yards wide." (Williams 1837) Again, from sur
veyor George Mackay to Buckingham Smith in 1847, 
"I was forcibly impressed with the peculiarity of the 
southern Glades . . . with islands of trees, traversable 
with canoes in high water, and upon horseback in low 
water, with gems of islands of rare timber and shrub
bery." These men were describing the Everglades nearly 
100 years after the departure of the last of the aboriginal 
tribes the Spanish called "Tequesta?' 

During that time period which elapsed after the 
Spaniards' withdrawal to Cuba and with them, the re
moval of the remaining Indians, most of the hammocks 
returned to a growth pattern that had been disrupted 
during the time of earlier habitation. 

The sedge that had grown and died 2,000 years 
earlier had now become peat moss. Old waterways had 
been overgrown with new sedge and the hammocks 
again flourished, surrounded by myrtle and willow. The 
wet prairies bloomed with yellow spatterdock, water 
lilies, purple pickerelweed and the white sagittarius. 
The Glades were alive with wading birds and the small 
coot, the purple gallinule, various members of the heron 
family and the Everglades kite which feeds on the round 
!lmpullaria snail indigenous to the Glades, the same 
mail that lived in the Glades 2,000 years earlier. The 
::7 lades had not changed. 

The Everglades was home for the Indians only part 
)f the year, larger, more permanent settlements were on 
:he coastal areas. One of the largest was at the mouth 
)f the Miami River, another at Surfside and yet another 
it Arch Creek. Coming northward into what is now 
Broward County, there is an unusually large complex 
)f sites at the forks of the New River on the north side 
lf the stream. "To the northward, at a distance of per
laps 300 yards from the river, lay a group of mounds, 
lix in number, forming a row nearly parallel to the 
~ourse of the stream. The largest approximates eight 
~eet in height, with a diameter of 50 feet; the smallest, 
1bout two feet in height and eight feet in diameter ... 
)ne of the larger mounds had been dug into by a pre
tious explorer ... " M.R. Harrington writes of sites 
.vest of Fort Lauderdale on Long Key and Pumpkin 
Hammock. " ... the ancient people seem to have been 
arge users of turtle, the shell and bone of which formed 
he greatest part of the animal remains in the refuse 
1eap ... " (Harrington 1909) Harrington, an ethno
ogist, writes with the comprehensive view of an archaeo
ogist. Indeed, he did do some troweling to gather a 
1mall collection of potsherds1 and shell tools. 

The method of timing the advent of the aboriginal 
Indians into the south Florida region is by radiocarbon2 

d~ting, which depends on the material selected. It is a 
more complicated but more accurate means of dating 
than relative chronology. Fortunately, there are a con
siderable number of C-14 dates for South Florida, and, 
from those, a cultural sequence chart has been formu
lated by John W. Griffin (Griffin- 1968) from excava
tions in Everglades National Park and arranged by 
Ripley P. Bullen of the Florida State Museum. (Fig. 1) 
The right hand column pertains to the Glades Indians 
and shows the time scale back into the fiber tempered3 

period on the extreme eastern coast of South Florida. 
Fiber-tempered pottery has been found in several 

Broward sites. It carries with it a 1,000 B.C. date. There 
are two radiocarbon dates in Broward not based on 
pottery. One date, 1450 B.C., was obtained by the 
Miami-West India Archaeological Society from datable 
charred wood. The second, 1100 B.C., was obtained 
by the Broward County Archaeological Society on two 
Strombus gigas4 celts5 from Peace Camp site (Mowers 
and Williams 1972-18) 

The Indians in Southeast Florida were hunters 
and gatherers and they developed an unexcelled marine 
prowess. Food consisted of " ... palmetto berries, coco 
plums, sea grapes, palm nuts, pigeon plums, prickly 
pears, perhaps wild figs and a nutritious flour made 
from the coontie root ... They practiced no agriculture 
but were great fishermen. They were especially fond of 
sea cows, or manatees, sometimes called the pork of the 
sea. Inland they ate terrapins and other land turtles and 
a great deal of venison?' (Tebeau 1971 - 1 7) 

Fish weirs made by scooping out the sand of the 
backshore to form a fairly deep basin probably were 
utilized by these people. When the tide came in, the fish 
were trapped by this method and could be killed. Not 
only could the meat of the shark be eaten but the verte
brae, which are cartilage, would harden eventually and 
be used for ear spools or beads after the small nerve 
hole was reamed out. 

Shark teeth, frequently found in the midden6 were 
important. Many had holes drilled in them for hafting. 

(Willey 1949 PL. 15) Also,they could be imbedded be
tween two pieces of wood to form a very dangerous 
serrated knife blade. The dried skin could be used in an 
abrasive fashion much the same as sandpaper. 

All of these artifacts are found in middens at great 
distances from the coast, as much as 30 miles, which 
would indicate long trips to the ocean. 

TOOLS AND WEAPONS 
Goggin maintained that the Glades tradition was 

based on the marine environment. "Seafood was per
haps the most important food source and apparently 
many varieties were eaten ... Other marine foods in
clude such diverse forms as whales and echinoderms, 
sharks and crabs, rays and crawfish." (Goggin 1964 -
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1221 Game and wild plant foods were secondary in the 
subsistence pattern. 

SHELL AND BONE 

In following the tradition as defined by Goggin, 
the use of shell to create a great diversity of tools de
veloped in the earliest times and remained with the peo
ple for hundreds of years with very little modification. 
In the excavations in Broward County, the prototype 
shell tools are found in the lowest levels and the same 
type tool can be found through each time period up to 
the late 1700's. The oldest tools are some 3,000 years 
old. 

To be functional, tools and weapons must be made 
of strong. durable material. Shell had to serve for this 
purpose as there was no stone suitable for tool making 
in South Florida. The Busycon contrarium 7 was used for 
several types of tools, notably the Busycon pick or ham
mer, depending upon the treatment of the tip of the 
columnella. The heavy lip of the Strombus gigas, or 
Queen conch, produced the material for the celt which 
was an adaptation of the stone celt used by tribes to the 
north where stone is available. Drills and picks were 
made from the columnella of the giant Florida Horse 
Conch. Other tools found in most sites are the clam 
shell net weights and the sunray venus, Macrocallista 
nimbosa, which could be used as a scraper or knife with 
no modification.( Griffin, personal communication) 

The potential for usage of shell and bone was un
limited. Some sites could have been centers for certain 
industries such as a site on North Key Largo which was 
devoted to the making of the celt from the Strombus 
gigas, where there were literally thousands of shells in 
various stages of the manufacture. On other sites, bone 
points have been found in great quantities, and in yet 
another site, shark vertebrae beads seemed to be the 
only industry. On one site in Broward, all indications 
pointed to the worked bone as the main industry. (Fig. 2) 

Aboriginal artists found the deer bone particularly 
suited to the carving of small decorative articles, in
cluding the larger hairpins made from the cannon bone 
of the deer. Bone projectile points also are made from 
deer bone, which is hard and durable. Small zoomorphic 
carvings for pendants and carved bone hairpins have 
been found in the Broward sites. Turtle shell gorgets 
were drilled for suspension, perhaps to be worn as a 
status symbol. 

POTTERY 

Pottery-making as an industry and also as a neces
sity of family living, occurred in the three southern 
states of Florida, Georgia ~nd South Carolina between 
2500 and 2000 B.C., earlier than anywhere else on the 
North American continent. The discovery was, in all 

probability, an accident. Baskets were lined with clay 
to make them hold water, and frequently the clay dried 
and usually left the pot with the imprint of the woven 
basket. The discovery soon called for many changes in 
method and tempering. Over the years, coiling and sand 
tempering became the accepted methods. Decoration 
was entirely left to the individual potter. 

In South Florida,the earliest pottery dates about 
l 000 B.C. This is a crude semi-fiber, semi-sand tem
pered ware which seems to be a variant of Norwood 
(Phelps - 19661 but without the geographic limitations. 
Early St. Johns sherds were found in the same sites 
dating about 600 B.C. or the Florida Transitional 
period. (Bullen - 1969) Eventually, the Glades gritty 
ware, or sand tempered, was found to be definitive of 
the Glades area. The time periods are divided into 
Glades I, Glades II and Glades III, with subperiods. 

Decorated pottery usually follows variants of four 
designs-the line, the dot, the curve or arc and the loop. 
(Laxson, personal communication I Many of the designs 
used in the Glades area were given names by Dr. Goggin 
for the type site where they were found. Some variants 
present problems but, on the whole, these decorated 
sherds are very good time markers. 

BURIALS 

Of the four large burial mounds excavated by the 
Broward County Archaeological Society, each has ex
hibited three types of burials. The primary extended 
well-articulated, the primary flexed and the secondary 
bundle burials are found in both the sand burial mounds 
and the black dirt or muck mounds. They are not and 
cannot be separated into time periods. All types were 
found in the same time period zones in every case. 

In individual cases of burials in the midden sites, 
there are some unexpected anomalies. Burials have been 
found in a concretion which is formed by a calcium 
carbonate deposit formed under certain conditions in 
the Everglades sites. This deposit makes it impossible 
to study the skeletal remains. Two burial sites have been 
sealed off for that reason. In a site excavated in 1976, 
two burials have been found in an iron stained stratum 
of the midden. Tests show 7 per cent iron in the soil at 
that level. The bones are thoroughly infused with the 
color and the iron content of the soil. These are being 
studied for further information. 

In another Broward site,four burials deserve special 
mention. One was a primary extended burial with a 
wooden paddle put on the body. This is the only wooden 
paddle ever found in this area. A secondary bundle 
burial was under a cypress slab, another on a slab of 
cypress. The fourth was a child burial of secondary 
interment where the vertabrae and ribs encircled the 
skull and the long bones were bundled beside them. This 
could give rise to the idea that the Indian had finally 
discovered a ceremonial way of disposal of the dead. The 
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isolated skull burials have not been ignored. but pur
posely excluded from the list of normal burial practices. 
In some cases there were massed skull burials. but here 
again it is not the norm. 

The aboriginal traits listed by Willey for the Dade
Broward area numbered Q4. of these,l q were character
istic of Broward County alone.{ Willey I <)4<) - I I q I In 
the light of many more excavations since his paper was 
written. numerous othrr traits have been found. The 
wooden paddle rould be included as well as the drilled 
shark teeth. intricatt' bone carvings. shell beads. shell 
pendants. burials associated with wood and new pottery 
types. to name a few. 

IN TIME AND SPACE 

The original work done by John M. Goggin in the 
areas known as the Tequesta and Calusa subareas of the 
Glades has. in effect. been the basis for a II of the sub
sequent archaeological findings. In the light of newer 
studies, and the radiocarbon method of dating. it is 
known that the pottery types long associated with both 
areas have proved to be temporal rather than spatial 
(Griffin,personal communication I; therefore. these sub
areas must be redefined as suggested by Sears { 196 7 -
1021 and Griffin {}974- 342-31. The subsistence pat
terns have changed little through the centuries in either 
of the two subareas usually associated with South Flor
ida. The aboriginal Indian showed an unusual ability 
to adapt his environment to his needs and clung tena
ciously to the way of life best suited to him. This was 
handed down for generations until their final days in the 
Everglades. long after the first Spanish contact. 

Creek raiding parties took the place of the ancient 
Indians but not until the late I 700s. The Seminoles. 
derived from the Creek. formed their nation much later 
and their ust> of the Evt>rglades is comparatively nt>w. 

The heritage of tht> peoplt> of Broward County is 
rich in the prt>history of an ingenious. courageous and 
..;ensitive people. called by Fontaneda the "Tequesta." 
~ Fontaneda - I.) 7;) I 

GLOSSARY 

I I Potsherds or sherds - a fragment of broken pottery 
vessel 

21 Radiocarbon dating- method of dating organic ma
terials by analyzing the amount of radioactive carbon 
in the sample. The radioactive carbon analyzed is 
usually referred to as C-14 (Carbon - 141 

31 Tempering- Non-plastic material added to the clay. 
from which pottery is made, to prevent cracking. 

41 Strombus gigas - giant conch shell found in south 
Florida waters 

51 celt - hand tool usually made of stone care£ ully 
shaped for use as an adze or an axe; in south Florida 
celts are made from the lip of the Strombus gigas 
shell. 

6lmidden- refuse deposit 
71 Busycon contrarium - the lightning whelk. also 

called the left-handed whelk. shell native to Florida 
waters. 

WILMA B. WILLIAMS (MRS. JOSEPH F.) 
Mrs. Williams has lived in Broward County since 1933. 
She serves as a Commission member for the Broward 
County Historical Commission and is active on several 
committees. She was President of the Broward County 
Archaeolo~:dcal Society for 13 years and is presently 
servin~ as Dig Master. She is presently Presidt>nt of 
the Florida Anthropological Society where she has been 
active for the last l 7 years. 
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21 Radiocarbon dating- method of dating organic ma
terials by analyzing the amount of radioactive carbon 
in the sample. The radioactive carbon analyzed is 
usually referred to as C-14 (Carbon - 14) 

31 Tempering- Non-plastic material added to the clay. 
from which pottery is made. to prevent cracking. 

4) Strombus gigas - giant conch shell found in south 
Florida waters 

.'> l celt - hand tool usually made of stone carefully 
shaped for use as an adze or an axe; in south Florida 
celts are made from the lip of the Strombus gigas 
shell. 
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PEOPLE, PERSONAGES AND PIONEERS 
BROWARD HUNT FOR HERITAGE: 

JACOB FREDERICK BUNN 

L. CLAYTON NANCE 

County Judge ( 11)33-1 Y68) Boyd H. Anderson, Sr., 
the late, beloved "Silver Fox" of all things governmental 
and political, and the writer maintained an informal but 
dedicated search for more than twenty years for a court
house portrait, photograph, painting or rendering of 
Jacob Frederick Bunn. There were leads from the Fort 

Lauderdale Historical Society, the Public Records of 
Broward County, the office of the Clerk of the Supreme 
Court of Florida and there were communications from 
Pioneer Broward Countians. However, there was no 
picture portrait of any kind. 

Jacob Frederick Bunn, magistrate's son, patriot, 
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college graduate, possessed 44 years of legal experience 
and "know how." An 1870 graduate of Ohio's Heidel
berg Coilege, Jacob Bunn "clerked" for his legal educa
tion under preceptor Judge George E. Seney and was 
admitted to practice in Ohio in 1871. This procedure 
was common if not traditional throughout America from 
Colonial Times into the Twentieth Century. 

With distinction and great public respect, Bunn 
served as a member and clerk of the Seneca County 
Board of Education in Ohio and as Judge of the Probate 
Court for six years in the same County. 

Left as a childless widower upon the death of his 
first wife Laura Groff Bunn in 1880, he married Eu
genia Horton and raised two fine stepchildren who 
moved from Broward County years ago. Arriving in 
South Florida in 1913, Bunn was admitted to the Bar 
that year and became associated in practice with Twen
tieth Century pioneer attorney Carl P. W eidling. Upon 
the creation of Broward County as a legal entity, he 
brought into one new office mature governmental ex
perience and legal-judicial expertise from a "foreign" 
jurisdiction. At 68 years of age,he was not a young man 
when he assumed the bench. 

County Courts, County Judge's Courts and Probate 
Courts were much the same in jurisdiction and tradition 
from state to state until fairly recent times, i.e., until 
1973 in Florida. Supervising probate and guardian es
tates, presiding over small claim, misdemeanor and 
juvenile cases, serving as committing and issuing magis
trate, empaneling coroner juries, issuing such licenses 
as those for marriage and hunting, performing weddings 
and the functions of listening post, father confessor and 
learned friend of the citizenry, the "Old Court" required 
a good man, a learned scholar, a well balanced person
ality. 

Jacob Frederick Bunn served as Broward County's 
first resident judicial officer from 1915 to 1920. There 
was only one known earlier resident magistrate in the 
Broward County area which was then a part of Monroe 
County. William Cooley was Justice of the Peace during 
Florida Territorial years but it is certain that Bunn was 
the first resident official Broward County Judge created, 
effective October 1, 1915. A family man who had bi
cycled over Europe, "sailed" down the Mississippi and 
over a wide part of the Globe, and who had studied peo
ple and problems seriously, Bunn "filled the bill" as 
County Judge for our new County. 

In 1975, Cynthia Rush Hunt, Secretary to the 
Broward County Historical Commission,sent a shot-in
the-dark-letter to the Ohio Historical Society and ob
tained two of the missing pictures as well as biographical 
information that was unknown to Florida neighbors and 
constituents. 

Thus, at the conclusion of a successful search for 
the courthouse portrait of an official, we had a clearer 
picture of the man, Jacob Frederick Bunn, our first 
County Judge. We look upon him with pride. 
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Book Reviews 

Hallandale Bill McGoun, Boynton Beach, Fla. : "Star 
Publishing Company, 1976 v, 147 pp. Introduction, 
appendixes, notes, biographical sketches, plates, index. 

This history of the City of Hallandale, sponsored 
by the local historical society, explores the major develop
ment epochs of a little-known Florida community. 
McGoun sets out to chronicle salient events in Hallan
dale's past, and put them in a more general context of 
state and national history. He succeeds by dent of an 
engaging literary style and a "feel for the town" which 
compensates for otherwise pedestrian material. 

The early decades of this small farming community 
differed little from similar settlements along the Florida 
East Coast Railway. A small band of ethnic agricultur
ists, in this case predominantly Scandinavian, was 
drawn to Florida through the twin inducements of 
cheap land and favorable shipping rates to northern 
markets for their produce. Life was quiet and unevent
ful, perhaps even boring, except when a hurricane struck 
or cold weather threatened the crops. This pastoral 
serenity ended when Hallandale, like most Florida towns 
was caught up in the "Land Boom" of the 1920's. The 
newly incorporated city (1927) survived the depths of 
the depression years which followed in better shape 
than most of its neighbors for two reasons: it was not 
saddled with crushing municipal debt, and it had be
come a center for casino gambling. The casino afforded 
employment to a sizeable part of the population during 
hard times, as would the horse and dog tracks of a later 
day. Apparent infiltration of the city by underworld 
elements became a legacy of that era. The years of World 
War II saw the city inundated with servicemen from 
across the nation, many of whom returned in the post
war boom which still has not abated. 

The author has buttressed his narrative, with rem
iniscences of some Hallandale pioneers, as well as char
acter sketches from his earlier work, A Biographical 
History of Broward County. These vignettes add a 
personal dimension to the chronology of municipal 
growth. A brief chapter on the role of black citizens is 
very well done and adds balance to the presentation. 
A complete index, which all too often is. missing in pri
vately published works, en chances the book's value to 
scholars. Perhaps the only discordant element is a list
ing of former city officials which is appended for no 
discernible reason. However, that does not detract from 
the overall appeal of Hallandale. In sum, McGoun has 
produced a concise and very readable little book which 
will be appreciated by the local history buff and the 
casual reader alike. Dr. Harry A. Kersey, Jr. 

Pelts, Plumes and Hides - White Traders among 
the Seminole Indians, 1870-1950 Harry A. Kersey, 
Jr. The University Presses of Florida. 158 pp. $7.50) 

In the latter part of the 19th century, frontier trad
ing posts sprang up in South Florida, usually along the 
rivers. These trading posts provided the Seminole In
dians with an outlet for pelts, plumes and hides, as well 
as with a source for supplies they needed. 

Dr. Kersey, a professor of history at Florida At
lantic University, examines the Indian trade on the 
Florida frontier during the Seminoles' transition "from 
a subsistence farming and hunting-trapping economy 
to an agricultural-herding economy." He concludes 
that the trading relationship led to a mutual under
standing and trust not found elsewhere when white 
and Indian cultures met. 

" ... the great lesson to be learned.. . is that two 
totally different cultures could peacefully coexist in 
the same environment, drawing from and adding to the 
other, in a symbiotic existence," he writes. "For what 
the trader gave in terms of formal education and treat
ment of disease or as an outlet for goods, he received 
the Seminole knowledge of herbal medicine, uses of the 
products of the Everglades, and a constant flow of profit
able pelts, plumes and hides. 

One of the monograph's most interesting chapters 
is "Stranahan and Company: On the New River." 
Working from ledger books of the Stranahan trading 
post, Dr. Kersey ~rives a detailed account of transactions 
between Frank Stranahan and Ivy Cromartie dating 
back to 1893. 

"One of the more profitable Stranahan ventures 
early in this century was selling baby alligators to nov
elty shops, primarily in Jacksonville," writes Dr. Kersey 
"It was reported that he got as many as 5,000 alligator 
eggs at one time from the Seminoles, paying a nickel 
each, then hatching them for the tourist trade." 

Pelts, Plumes and Hides is a valuable - and 
readable - historical work by a man widely recognized 
as an authority on the history and the culture of the 
Seminole Indians. 

Stuart Mel ver 
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BOOK REVIEWS continued 

Yesterday's Palm Beach, by Stuart B. Me lver, E.A. 
Seemann Publishing Inc., Miami, $9.95. 

This is one of those delighful books that combines 
historical accuracy with readability, the type of history 
book of which we need more. 

As in the other entrants in Seemanns' Historic 
Cities Series, the story is told mostly by picture. While 
I'm not sure whether a picture really is worth 10,000 
words it, nevertheless, is a lot more interesting. 

It should be added, as is noted on the title page of 
the volume but not on the cover, that the book is not 
restricted to the Town of Palm Beach but covers most of 
Palm Beach County as well. There are photos of the 
early Boca Raton Hotel and Club, the grand arch of 
Kelsey City (now Lake Park), and Belle Glade's packing 
house district in 1930. 

"Yesterday's Palm Beach" is not a definitive ac
count of that area's history. It makes no pretense to be. 
Rather, it is an entertaining, well-edited account in 
words and pictures suitable for either the newcomer 
wishing a glimpse into the past or the oldtimer seeking 
to refresh some memories. 

-Bill McGoun 

Look for in future issues of th_e Legacy. 
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Harassed, hounded, haunted Dr. Hughes. Broward's 
first resident doctor finds wilderness life no bed of 
roses. 

Indian shoot out. Wily Sam Jones faces General 
Thomas S. Jesup in showdown in Broward. 

Beacon of hope and safety. Revisit to Broward's 
Hillsboro Lighthouse. 

Gambling and gamblers in rip-roaring Broward. The 
pros and cons of this controversial pastime. 

Done in by reefs and gales. Part II continues the saga 
of life and adventure on Broward's beaches. 

Book Reviews. 

UPDATE continued from p. 35 

Pompano Beach Historical Society (Thomas W. Johns
ton, President) 

Ongoing projects include the organization of a 
museum made possible by the gift of two cottages by the 
Kester family and the use of a rustic park site donated 
to the City of Pompano Beach by the Currie family. 
Society members are currently planning the second 
annual antique show and sale to be held November 26 
through November 28 at the Pompano Beach Recrea
tion Center, 1801 Northeast Sixth Street. 

Wilton Manors Historical Society (Dianne Thompson, 
President) 

The oral history of Wilton Manors is being ac
cumulated and an attempt is being made to secure the 
original city hall for the historical society. 

The University School of Nova University Junior His
torical Society (Dr. Leonard A. Tomasello, Advisor) 

The very first junior historical society in the State 
of Florida has been organized at the University School 
of Nova University. The youngsters' initial project has 
been the publication of a coloring book, HISTORIC 
BROWARDCOUNTY, 1915. 

Historic Preservation Board of the City of Fort 
Lauderdale: in line with a currently ongoing survey (a 
federally funded project) of the historic area (H-1) of 
The City of Fort Lauderdale, researchers are requesting 
persons having knowledge of the area as it was and is, 
having photographs of structures or historic happenings 
(for temporary loan, for preservation, or for annotation), 
or having family memorabilia relating to the historic 
area, to please contact Mrs. George Bolge, 563-8597 
or Mr. Herb Sickle, planning and building department, 
761-2121. 

GENEVIEVE VELTRI (MRS. FRANK) 

Mrs. Veltri has been a Florida resident for 50 years, 
25 of which has been in Broward County. She is a 
graduate of Western Carolina University ... and an 
active worker in Plantation Historical Society, Friends 
of the Library, Woman's Club, Plantation Community 
Church, Inner Wheel, and A.A.U.W .... besides her • 
many duties she has to perform as the wife of Mayor of 
Plantation, Mother of 3 and Grandmother of 2. 
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- ud- a road forothoro bu •-had to tully lbirty.ft•e bet""' he eould aenelbe 
'"- .tter lbom. Tbalr pro- hundred With hlo 

111111111o .Wca ...,lad thorn Th• p,·oA'r•u and raptd ITO•th 
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