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Fic. 3. Heterosquilla armata (Smith): A, Florida specimen, right
raptoral claw, mesial view. B, New England specimen, anterior part,
lateral view.



Southern record—Heterosquilla armata 27

Discussion: Although extensive sampling has been carried out on the
continental shelf of central eastern Florida between 27° and 28° N
latitude over the past 10 months (November 1973 to August 1974) by
the R/V GosnoLp, with over 500 biological collection stations occupied,
only the single female specimen of H. armata has thus far been taken.
The Florida record, therefore, may be extralimital. Depth records, in-
cluding the data on the NMFS specimen and the Floridan specimen,
indicate that Heterosquilla armata is a species inhabiting deeper waters
on the continental shelf. Station records for the U.S.F.C.S. Fisu Hawk
and ArsaTross, those from the R/V ALsatross IV provided by Dr.
Roland Wigley of the NMFS, and the R/V Gosnorp data all indicate
that Heterosquilla armata should be looked for on the distal edge of the
continental shelf and upper margins of the continental slope. The tilefish
record noted in Manning (1969: 52, 343) was a FisH Hawk station on
the continental slope due east of New Jersey.

The presence of H. armata as far south as central eastern Florida may
be either a reflection of its preferred habitat, i.e. the proximity of the
continental slope, or a preference for the cooler oceanic water found
along the 200 m line in this vicinity, where temperatures of 10-12°C
prevail. Whatever the reason, the rediscovery so far southward of this
distinctively ornamented lysiosquillid after an interval of over 90 years
simply reinforces the fact that our knowledge of many benthic species
and their distribution along the continental shelf still remains incomplete.

The New England specimen has been returned to Dr. Roland Wigley,
National Marine Fisheries Service Laboratory, Woods Hole, Massa-
chusetts. The specimen from Florida has been deposited in the National
Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C., USNM 150273.
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