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OBLIGATORY COLLEC~ IVE COlTTRACT IMPOSED ON
SUGAR nmUSTRY.

M:SXICO CITY. (HLN) .- By decree of President Lazaro Cardenas , the collective
labor contract now in force among the maj ority of sugar pr oducer s i n Mexico has
been raised to the status of a cont ract obligatory on the entire industry.

The preamble to the decree exp resses the gov ernment's conviction that the larg
er interests of soci ety are b011nd up with the improvement of living standards ~ilong

the working classes , and that this end can be best achieved by generalization of
the collective labor cont ract ,t hr oughou t all employer-worker r el ati onshi ps.

The sugar industry is particularly well suited t o such a contract as it is
established in ma~y different regions of the country and is itself closely organi 
zed. in a cartel formed dur ing t.he time of General Calles. Two thirds of t he sl.l?;G.r
growers havi ng already accepted the contract , the presi dential decree now makes it
obligatory on all other prornlcers .

The contract is to remain in force for one year and provides for the closed
shop , an 8-hour day and f orty-eight-hour week , r es t periods , vacations , compenfla
t ion for occupational disease and. industrial acc id.ents , medical attention , hou s i ng
for worke rs , promotions , and a mixed commission for dealing with disput es between
workers and management .

CH IAPAS I NDIAN RICEI'~S ACCIDENT C01WENSATION.

1~XICO CITY. (}~N ). - In what is reported to be the first case of its kind on
r ecor d , and Indian field worke r i n the stat e of Chiapas has been paid 450 pesos as
comp3nsation for an accident suffered i n the course of work on a coffee plantation .
Fav orable action was obtained in his case through the direct intervention of the
Depar tment of Indian Affai rs before the Central Board of Conciliat i on and Arbitra
t i on of the stat e of Chiapas .
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I Tl:e Depart!:lent announc e s t hat "In any other p ar-t of t he country , t hi s TJayrr.en t
~woul d occ as ion no surpr i s e , since t he :Fed.eral Lab or Law is expt i c i t i n t 21i s res pe c t ,
but in Ch i apac it is sometrn ng unheard of , f o r up ~ill no w enpl oyer-s have us ed the
Ln d.i an as a b ad.Ly fe d., ill-clothed beast of bur-den ; leav i ng h i m i n the most compl e
te ~)[~don whe n , becaus e of sickness, acci de nt, or ol d age, he has b e en in~ apL1citat

ed fo r work" .

':'he present c ase , i n the Department 's oparnon , i s ent i r'e Ly due t o the sp eo i a.L
b1.1.. ~· Q :n i t has establ i shed in Ch'i apas t o de f end t he i nteres t s of the I r.d i an 1 :>:0,')l' e1's
of the coffee plantat i on s and to expose t he t housand and one tric~s resorteQ to by
t h G coffee-gr ower s to exploit a nd defraud the backward a nd illiterat e workers of
t .hei r 1 '::,,; 3.1 rights.

1ffiXI CO DEFmr.DS PP~SS FREEDOM AT rOSTAL U1~ION .

1·£.~X I C O CITY . (1vU,l'J) .- The Ministry of Commumc at t ons of the Mexi can gov e rnmerrb
r e co r t s t ha t at t h e r ec e rrt Congr-es s of the. Pan-Ame r Lean Postal Uni on , a r e s ol n t i on
i n t :.'pdu c ed by the Domi nican o.elegat ion to pr oh i bi t the- mails to all litera t ure of
"c cnmun i s t ch arac t.e r-n wa s defeated by the determined opposit ion of the Hexi can r e
pre s ent a tives .

A1t ho u gh at f i r s t carried by a maj ori ty vote , 't he proposition was fi nally re
jected after t h e Mexi can delegates had. rallied Columb ia , Spain, t he United St a tes ,
Cuba and Canada to op po se thi s flagrant v i ol a t ion of democ rat Lc rights and t he
freedou of p r e s s and speech .

CTH I!E~-·Il\f.ES ATTITUl>E IN TROTSKY CA.SE .

M3 XI CO CITY. - (I:1LH) . - The CTM (Confederation of Hexican--'I7orkers ) has is su e d a
state~ent defining exact ly its attitude towards the permission accorded Leo n Trots
ky to reside in If.exico by the Hexi can government .

Repl:ring to t he many accusations leveled' agains t i t during the past few days ,
the CTM states categorically t~at i t is no t opposed to the right of asylum and t h a t,
on t he contrary , it has o.lways been and '''T i l l continue to be the sta.unchest upholde r
of t hat right whi ch it c ons i de r s one of the mos t valuable conquests that i nte r na ti,Q.
nal l aw can boast . The C~J thus l eaves t h e r e s ponsibi l i t y ofTrots~Jls pres en ce in
Mexico to t he g ove r nmen t , whe r e i t p r ope r l y belongs . .

I ts own pos i t i on wi t h re spect to Trotsky i s explained in t he folloryi~~ stat e-
ment :

"Leon Trotsk"".r is t he leader of a n i nt ernational po l i t i cal orf-:anizati on~ As such ,
whereever he live s , he wi l l b e 'obliged t o carryon t h e a ct ivit ies per taining t o h i s
po s ition , f or othe rwise h e woul d be untrue t o hi nse1f; and the exis tnnc e of Tational
Sec ti ons of the I nte rnational Co~~~ist League (?ourth I n t erna ti onal ) in nearly a l l
countries of the wor l d , i ncluding Hexi c o , p roves tha t Tr ot sky is the a ct i ve d.L r-e c-o
tor of an i nsti tution wh ich exi s t s and fi f,hts to realize its -p r ogr am. This pro~ram

is opposed t o t hat of the C':i:'H, whi ch r ep r e sents t he g r e a t majo r ity of the t!e xican
wor k i ng class . Trotsk:r and h is fo llowers u phold t he s elf-suf fic ienc:r o f the wor k'i ng
clas s and oppose all t emporary alliances of the p r ol e t a r iat wi t h t he otllcr ex~lo i t

e d s ectors of the p opul a t i on and wi t h democ r a t ic g ov e rnment s f or t he purpose of p r e
venting t he advance of f a sc i s m and reaction . The CTM , on the cont r a r y , ha s vo ted at
its Second Ra t ional Council t o c reat e a ~lexican Popular Front from among repre s ~nt

a t i v e po l i t i cal and peasant sectors of the country, i nv i t i ng elements of t h e middl e
c l ass , the petty bour g eosi e , and the s tudents to adhere to this platform •. 'l'his Po pu
lar Front p roposes to support t he p rogress ive acts of the Ca r de na s governnent &ld



- 3-

to p:.'8ven t the s l'o"th o f r eac t Lo r.at-y activities, t hus [:Un.ra:l tee i ng t h e deveLopn en t
/ o f t rie ,'·'lexiCall Rs';oJi.'.t ion agains t h l.te l'nal ' an d ex t e r-na.l 3Cf.; r ess ion •.. ..

1I~n thi s hour '·'!le::l t~le ent i r e wor l d f i n ris i ts elf f'ac e d ni t h t h e choice of fal 
l ir",,': v i c t i n t o fas ci sm or nai nt.at m ng the prog r e s s t ve a s p e cts of bourgeois (LcL·:OG r a
c y : "":Fm ti.-le VJorl:ing cla ss mus t , auove a'l l , prev ent a r e tro ces :iion i n the p oLi t ical
fC:C ;T : ~ o f. c atr i t a~ i st society by mea...11.S o f the c o ooerat i on of a l l secto r n mcnace d "by
f e ,--:: i s n ' - - e;' s r y t h i nf. which' tends t o weaken the Popul9.r Eron t ' a g a i n s t t r,e c Olls ervat ive
fO l ~ 8 S is suic i~~l .

i1Ccns0q'lentl y , if Trot sky ' s pre sence i n Hexico ope r -abe s to Ln t enu i f'y "~ he :.' c t i 
vi t.i. ' '3 0: ." Li s g r oup of :011Q1.'.'8r s wh o preach Lrnme d.i a t e a rmed Lncu r r e c t i.o n !Jnc'.. tr e
e c t :~,J .. j nhmerit of the d.i ctato r ship o f the p ro l etar iat in corn ul e t e de f i :.J1 ce 0::: t r.e
cL~,::,t:::t, c:cis t ic s of t h i s h i s t o r Lc per iod. ; t h at i s to say , i f ~rot sky' s pr e s cnc e t ends
to ,~ :.' ·: at e ~ if=erenc3s '7ith in tho working cL a s s an d. o'os t ac.Les i n t h e pat::-~ of a u n i ted
f r o rit (J:, t n e 1)<.'\ 0::.::,l e • .. .. t ben t h e CTM wi l l c on s i de r h i s pr e seric e h e re as 1L"lclesi ra31
bl e.

•

Ii Ln t .ne li <.~:ht o f t h e for eg oinp;, we cleclar e that the CTE , a s a'lways I .wi L'L Ce f en d
i t s i a t e gri t~! an d. t he f ul f illT'ient of it s r evoLut i onary p rO Dl'[,.J!1 , h op i ng that i f , un
ha.p.riLy , T1"o t sky 1s presence s hould r e au.l t i n con s e quen c e s har mf u l t o the 0 ~~ ·2. ; [Ul i za-

t i 011 o r' t .he 1!o r k i n(,; c Las s and t o the ?;ov e ::-nmen t , ei t he r :0 1' the r -e asons already
a d.duce d or becau ae t:JG rea c t i on Y."il l at t enpt ( a s i t i s a l. r eady do i r.g ) t o make use
o f h i s p r e e cn c e t o f'ornerrt civ i s i oris wi thin t h e ranks of t h e vo r-k e r s , the gov e r n me n t
itse l f wi l l take wha t .eve r mea su re s are n a ce s sar-y to p r-event such dev eLopmorrt , II

WO~XERS TO ES~ABL I SH' SUGAR HI LL COLLE CTIVE .

M5XI CO CI TY. (MLIT) . - I n t he stat e o f Oa x a c a, the wo i-k ers o f a su g ar p 'L ant o.t t on
and mi l l a t A;,.'o t1a a r e es ta·oli sh i ng a n ew COIT'.'il1.mi t y 'ba sed on t he co oper at i ve e::pl o i t 
at i on o f t r.e property , the C~H (Con f'e d e r-a t.Lori o f fi\ex ican Workers) h as a-mounce -L,

At t he i ni ti a t i v e of t h e CTr': , the Wo rke r s Un i ve r s i t y o f Hex i c o i s Ben:::'i n.·, a
g roup of expe r t s to A;:To t l a to t .mpr-ov e t h e e c on orn c , bio l ogic , and. social c ondl t ions
o f t.r,e ·yo :cker s ·,''':'10 non own t h e p 'Lan t.at Lon ani mi l l . ~hi s corsm s s i on "Ii 11 a.eve.:L op
p Lar. s for t he v ill ,l{; e and for mode r n h ou s i ng ; it wi l l s tudy t il e i r r i F.:a ti on f'ac i l i 
t i e s of tIle. r eg l on and me ans f o r i mprovi ng them ; it wi l l p J. c1.'1 the d.rinking- ''Jo.t? r
sU:C''91;;;; and i t wi l l inv e~ti .'~;at e t he n a t-u r-al, resource s o f t ile loc al i t3' wrn cn ~!1~.7

l a t e r 'be exp'L o i ted hy t he new COIT'.Muni ty .

I n ai<ii t i on , t h e commi as i on \ ill LncLu de exn e r t s who 'l iD. s t udy t he tropi c a l
an d ot~er d iseases c ommon to the r e g i on as ~ell as t~e pre sent nu t r i t i on ~nd Qi e t
of t n '3 Lnhab i t ant s . T~1e o:'{;ar,ization o f the 'v,ome n and chi l i ren i s lJe i ng 1::,1 a!1J'lGd in
order t o t r a n s i o r m t~e exis t ing bacb~ard h ;0it s and cus t oms .

Th i s year tf; h n.rve s t i s about to D8i; i n an d it is expected to yiel d a tot al. of
25 , 000 tons of c a me as agai m; t t.h e 6 , 000 p rr.duc e d when trio property was b e i ng "'0 1'1-:
eel by it s f' o rm e r OWn 8 :i:'S •• 1 0 , 000 heneque n ( s i s al f i be r ) pl an t s have also be e n SGt out
and i t i s e xp ec t ed that this Lndu s t r y wi l l in the future p rov i de a n add it ional sou r c e
of i n :::ome f 01' t he c omrrurri t y ,

1 1 SILICOSIS VIC~n1S GET 20 , 000 PESOS CC>IPE~;SA:L' I OX .

:GXIC O CI TY. - (:GN).- ~he Bo a r d of Conciliati on a n i Ar bi t.r a t t on has d(~ci cled

the C i.1.38 of e l ev en miners , v i c t Lrns o f s i Li c o s i a , b r ought by the Hiner s and r icte:.1
Worke r s Ln duc t r i al. Union againut the Ame rican Smelting a nd Ee fini n f-; Conpany , ~r: :18
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Tb ; c le:r 2n '.'o r k e r n (-I re to receive Lmme d'i a t e c c mperi na t Lon of 20 , 000 p '8 8 0 S , wi t :'1 the
a <J i t Lcn..L ri f'~}-J. t to i nstitute f rr t .her c l a i ms a gai n st the c cnp a ny s hould the i r 2,i l 
n e rit cou t I nu e t o s e t wo r s e .

lmI ':n' OF LATnT-AJ{~RICA~j \iOR.K:":RS D?.AI/S 1{8~~.R .

; ,Z:~=( ICO CITY, (HLlif). - The p r-cp o s a.I adv anc -ed t wo months 3{~0 by t h e CTI·.~ ( Cor -re de 
rFI. ~l :- 1 of ,,' e:dca n Wo rKers ) f or the o r g a m z ut i o n of a Lati n-Ameri c a n C ()n f:;. le ",,, cl.ti ~l11 
o f 10 ·-:~ t ; :c s i s f i nding ouc h wi de s pr e a d a n d f'uvo r ab Le respons e t hat t h e Un i t y Ce,', -r-e s s
01::'+- o f ·;·,rlich t he i nt ernational 'body s hould Gr ow n ov s e ems a dis tinc t rossj. ~)ili t7 fo r
t l <:> ':u : \., · :"u t '\l r e .

·{ .. C mexl oo City o f :fices of t h e CTM have just r eceived a c ab'l e f'r orn it :, 6:;1.':) :,: a 
t es t o the Popu l.ar- Peace Confere nce in Buen o s Air e s i ndic a ting t h at t h e t>.r r:e r ti ne
Lab o r (" '.':&'1 i zat i ons. h av e ado ot ed the p r o po s a l of t he CTM . S'Le ~) r inci l):11 t r a d e unl on .
bo d i .L ~ of Col u mbi a , O:::'il e, Ur1.1.fuey a nd Paraguay have a 'L r e a dy a nnounc e d t h e i r ac :.~ i.''P t

a nc e C" t h e i oeo. a nd. :Ji?; n i f ied t h e ir wi ll i nf;ness t c su bscrib e to t h e call :::' 0 1' 11 ge
rie r a ], La 'oo.r 8on{; ress of a l l t h e Li1tin-A:nArica n cou nt ri es,

I n v i ev of t he p ro gre s s a'l r e ady ma de , the CTM n ow n ope s t hat in no t J.ong~ :.'

t han t '''o mcnt h s the adher-ence of al:!.. t h e count r ie s t o t ne or op os a.l ei Ll, h av e been
obtain e d. and t ha t t he call : 'o r t :t e c ong ress , f i ~ :i!1g t h e t im e and p lac e f'o r its c e
l e b r a t i on , wi l l then be p oa s LbLe , All nat i onal Labor no vement s w!iich. accept t h e
i de a wi l l b e aske d t o ccn t r i bu t e s n gg es t i on s for t :18 t neme s ana. pvobLems t o b e d i s 
cus s e d a t t he c ong ress .

!1I.t::X I CO CITY . (kLE) . - Tb A s tr i ke o f the fie ld and f a ctory worke r s in t h e; s ',<ca r
pLa n t a t i on of tne Un i t ed SUf;;~.r Company a t Lo s ;' lochis, Sinal oa , ha s come to an end
aft er a week o f compl e te p a r a Lv e i s i n t h e t own i t s e l f and t he surroun di ng c o' 1.r t ry .
Th e f-: :.: ne r a l s tr i k e v oted by t he Sinal oa f e dera t i on of Work ers in SUP90r t o f th e 8 U 

gar VTol'ke r s had e f fe c t i v"ll y ti e d. up light ari d p owe r and oth er publ i c s e z-v ice s a s
well as all f actori es and stores .

]y the t e r rns o f t he ag r een errt , r eached b e t ween l' ep,~es ent ativ e s o f t he worker s ,
of' f i oie.l s o f t he Labo r De1)a r tnent , and. t h e :::0mpany , all worke rs r e c eritLy f ir8d
a r e t o be r -e i n s t a t e d and i n t b 8 f'u t .ur e n o ou t.s i de wor ker s n ot nenb er-s o f t~: p. un i cn
ar e to b e hir e d . T~e c omp any also b i nds it s el f to r e s o ec t in all i t s par t s t h e new
co l Le c t t ve cont rac t mad.e obliGatory on t h e sugar i n du s t r y J~r p r e o i dent i al. de c r ee ,

Once the ag r een errt was r each e d , '-;ork 'vas Lrnme dLat eLy re su me d i n all depa r tment s
of thee e s t abL'i shmen t an d t ile p,ene r a l s t r t k e 'la S c alled of'f ,

----- - ---000-------
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