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KARL LIEBKNECHT:
'THE MAN, HIS WORK AND MESSAGE,
By Wi PAUL. "

Early Life.

Karl Liebknecht was born in 1871. His birth took
in the same year that saw the suceess of German Imperi
over the equally sordid Chauvinism of France. This year,
~ beheld the first great triumph of Prussian militarism, thu
nessed the birth of one who was to meet a martyr's death
helping to finally crush capitalist warfare. When Karl
knecht was born his father was incarcerated in prison in
quence of his allegiance to International Socialism and h
embittered opposition to the Franco-German war. Thus,
passing, we may note the pre-natal influences which oper.
upon one who, too, was to suffer for his hatred to capitalism
his fidelity to the cause of International Labour. S e
We are only concerned with Karl Liebknecht in so far
was an ardent and enthusiastic worker on behalf of Social
Having studied economics and law at Leipzig, Berlin,
Wurzburg Universities, he took his doctor’s degree in
~ subjects at the latter place. When but a mere youth
ested himself in the Socialist movement, and made
defence in pleading the case of a comrade prosecuted
authorities. He was a successful propagandist, and a
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Socialism and anti-Militarism.* Ka

_young workers. He knew that to capturé their
‘meant also to capture their future activities for the
movement. In his famous book, ‘' Militarism and
}Eariam " (published by the S.I. Press; ls. paper
‘he says:—
t,i.-militgriat propaganda must be cast over the whole nation
e a wide net. The proletarian youth must be systematically
3 bued with class consciousness and with hatred of militarism. ‘T'his
j of agitation would warm the hearts and rouse the youthful
T mt-huamsm of the young proletarians. The proletarian youth belongs
Social Democracy and to Social Democratic anti-militarism, It
nust, and will, be won over if everyone does his duty. He who has
the youth has 'the army.
hen he was thirty years of age, Liebknecht was elected to
Berlin Common Council. Four years later (1906) he de-
ivered o lecture against militarism at the Mannheim Conference
the German Young Socialist organisations. The material of
lecture was worked up and elaborated, and finally made
ppearance m book form in 1907. Thus appemed his most
ortant work, ** Militarism and Anti-Militarism,’” which was
rwards translated into English ar d published by the Socialist
our Press. This book is undoubtedly the greatest pre-war
ticism of militarism. It was Liebknecht’s belief that the
rnational Socialist movement had not paid sufficient atten-
on to the question of imperialism and that it had failed to
e a coherent policy, along the line of class war action, to
jent a world war. Within Germany the superficial Ieaders
the Socialist movement tried to assure Liebknecht that his
:E rs regarding their inability to rouse the workers in case of a
) d war were groundless.
iy evertheless, Liebknecht, believing it to be his duty, pub-
~ * The two foremost propagandists, in the young peoples’ revo-
ntionary movement in this country, are two S.L.P.ers—Comrades
Anderson and James Stewart. The former. was the most ener-

€ lﬁﬁon ** which was suppressed ; he is now equally enthusiastic in
: Preletarmn School, wh:ch circulates the £ Red Dawn 35 ha

J. Stewart was imprisoned in 1918 for wntmg au_-
Con -'pt:onmmpnper. R R :

the influence of Socialist instruction upon




was hlgh treason. Tge tr’ial whlch lasted. ree
of the most important legal cases ever heard i in G
can do no better than quote the words of the late A
Sirnis (the tramslator of Liebknecht’s book into Eng
graphically described the famous trial : —
The proceedings were begun by the presiding judge in
robe (the fourteen judges who sat with him were also in red ro
;i who read the following preliminary indictment, drawn up o
A August, 1907 :
' * By order of the Imperial State Attorney, in accordanne
x| paragraph 138 of the law concerning the judicial procedure of
Imperial Courts, the main proceedings are opened before the uni
Second and Third Criminal Chamber of the Imperial Courts, again
Dr. Karl Paul August Friedrich Liebknecht, lawyer, of Berlin,
is suspected of having set on foot a treasonable undertaking in t
years 1906-7 within the country—that of effecting a change in {
constitution of the German Empire by violence, viz., abolition o
standing army by means of the military strike, if needs be conjoin
with the incitement of troops to take part in the revolution.
writing the work ‘ Militarism and Anti-Militarism,” and causing
to be printed and disseminated, in which he advocated the org
tion of special anti-militarist propaganda, which was to extend

. throughout the whole Empire, and conjointly with it the setting i
of a Central Committee for conducting and controlling same, ai.'( )
making use of the Social Democratic Young People’s organlsatm
3 for the purpose of organically disintegrating and demoralising
| militant spirit, the necessary sequence of which wounld be—in :
| case of an unpopular war and in exceptional cases even to-day, su
| as in the case of a war between France and Germany or in the
of Germany's intervention in Russia—a military strike, and
s, eventual incitement of troops to take part in the revolution

R

to be destined and suited to further the aforesaid treasonable um
taking and to ensure its success, but he also demanded the sp
application of these methods, (Crime against paragraph 86 Qf
Criminal Code, in connection with paragraph 81, No. 2, para
82 of the Ggminal Code).
%! The accused lS found guilty of h:mng set on foot a tree




it S i ]
it under the ban, in the possession of the author, printer,
wholesale booksellers and retail booksellers, as well as all
exposed copies of this work, or those offered for sale, as well
the plates and formes for their production, are to be destroyed.’” .
In this trial Liebknecht was defended by a number of able
yers. He completely smashed the argument of the pro-
iting counsel by quoting that person’s books against himself. =
| His defence was as bold as it was thrilling. So much interest |
 was manifested in the case throughout Germany that even the .
. trembling Kaiser, so it is said, was connected to the court by a
gecret wire. Shortly afterwards the workers of Berlin elected
the imprisoned champion of Socialist anti-militarism to repre-
. senb them in the Prussian Landtag. In 1912 he was revurned
. for the Kaiser's constituency of Potsdam to represent revolu-
. tionary Socialism in the Reichstag. This victory of Liebknecht's
\ in the political field coincided with his systematic investigations
~ into the roots of imperialism. His revelations astounded Ger-
%;_-'-' many. He proved that munition and armament industries were
l‘c?' internationally related. He demonstrated that those industries
- made arms for any nation which was prepared to yield them
g’."-ﬁ good profit. He proved that the jingo press was dominated by
* the armament companies, and that these firms even provoked
\ ““scares '’ in foreign countries in order to obtain orders, and
" incidentally profits, from other nations. Liebknecht showed
* that German munition firms had capital invested in British
" armament companies and that, on the other hand, there was
5’-'; the. closest financial relationship existing between British
' patriots and German jingoes. ' These exposures were fully
i vindicated during the recent war when Austrian firms, cons
~ trolled by British capital, launched submarines to attack British
" ships and drown British seamen. When Liebknecht dragged |
~ aside the veil of patriotism which hid international imperialism
‘and showed it in all its hideous reality, he struck terror into the
' hearts of the world’s junkers. He was unable, however, to
 arouse the Socialist movement to a realisation of its international
. responsibilities regarding the imminence of war and the organ-
Jised means to stop it.
" The curse of the Socialist movement has ever been its
g';ilfeadiness to pass resolutions without devising and organising
- methods to enforce them. It has been content to dream that
words can do the work of actions. There was no intelligent .j
_ ?&areslﬁ: brought to bear upon the importance of’ building up ]
. some kind of organised revolutionary resistance to the projected {
of the internaionalist imperialists. In addition to Lieb-

l.r'u.& o iyl L t - 1 L i 1Y
pnd SRS T T R T e L B S T LR T T i T T T O T




: the admission made by man
Demoecratic Party when it passed the fam 50
imperialism at its 1912 Conference, held at Chemnitz
~ same year the International Socialist Congress at p
. a brave resolution which showed how capitalism, in its imp
_istic stage, automatically provokes war. ‘‘ These words,”
- Lenin, * were forgotten by the Socialists when the exp
~ war burst forth in all its world wrath in 1914.”’ !

' Liebknecht and the War. |
There is probably nothing so pitiful in the history o
Labour movement than to read the bombastic statements mad
by the German Social Democratic Party a few days prior to |
war, on its platform and in its press. The bold ** talk ** &
- mobilising the prolefariat against the war were only mere v
~ in the absence of a well-balanced industrial organisation
enforce these words. 1f the Socialists in Germany, as e
where, had no organised plans to stop the war, it soon becg
apparent that the ruling class had organised its forces to st
ede the workers into the war. By a series of lying statement:
acked up by the press of the country, the German Statesmen
speedily demoralised the influence of the German Social
. Democratic Party over the masses. The Trade Unions in Ger-
many were dominated by reactionaries such as Carl Legien,
who was as jingoistic as our own Messrs. Henderson
Thomas. We now know that there were thousands of Germ
workers ready to make any sacrifice fo stop the war. But thes
b workers were deserted by their Parliamentary leaders and
£ betrayed by their Trade Union officials. In such a erisis, when
the country was turned into a vast military workshop and whe
the State stood over everyone, ready to strike down any rebe
it was impossible to improvise or spontaneously create an
offective revolutionary anti-militarist organisation. - Neverthe-
less, there was a small band of determined anti-militarists, w
- ab once commenced an heroic agitation against the war. T
~ band was headed by Liebknecht, Franz Meliring, Clara Zet
and Rosy Luxemburg. Of these four Liebknecht was the only
- one who was a member of the Reichstag. S
Within a few days of the commencement of the war,
- German Socialists had to decide their attitude towards the war
~ ceredits. The Social Democratic Group, representing the Reich-
~ stag members, decided by seventy-eight votes to fourteen
favour of the war credits. Tiebknecht and thr
¥ s ‘-hé‘d-_th..a-'li 5 th&t.,me' D 7 h __‘.
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t;f porting the Warugredms, it was argued that
ity should vote with the majority. The reason for this
ue to an old custom in the Social Democratic Group that
s members should always act unitedly in the Bewﬁst&g '
necht reluctantly accepted the discipline of the Party
voted for the war credits. He had no soomer voted
h he rebelled against the discipline of a party |
¢hich made men act against their principles. He
us denounced his own action, and afterwards became
own unsparing critic. He speedily threw himself into the =
‘ against the war, and found himself continually in opposi-
~ tion to the Social Democratic Party which was seeking to show
‘that there were no divisions in its ranks over the war policy.
‘ - Liebknecht at once wrote to the ** Burger Zeitung,”’ and showed
ab there were divisions in the party regarding its official abti-
de towards the war. On every occasion afterwards Lieb-
cnecht voted against the war credits, and declared that neither
' a man nor a penny would he subscribe for such a war. -
While the Nationalist-Socialists were helping the Govern- ;
\ 'ment to solve several difficult industrial problems which arose
1 ;tn connection with the war, while the Trade Union leaders, as i
. in Britain, were shackling their members so that they could i
~ neither rebel nor strike, Rosa Luxembourg, Clara Zetkin, .
~ Mehring and Liebknecht started a revolutionary ]ournal in b
opposition to the war, entitled ** The Internatipnal.”” This :
~ paper was suppressed by the Government. The dauntless work |
- accomplished on behalf of revolutionary Socialism by Luxem- ‘
~ bourg, Zetkin and Mehring cannot be ignored. Rosa Luxem- .
bourg and Clara Zetkin were both imprisoned for their agitation. |
But Liebknecht’s revolutionary actlvltv was most conspicuous =
ecause he conducted a virulent campaign in the Reichstag and
ndtag against the very statesmen who plunged Germany into
‘war. He was not one who sneered at political action. He
said that the political struggle is nothing more or less than the
ass struggle in its most concentrated form. To him, of course,
evolutionary political action did not mean being a human auto-
maton servilely voting in Parliament or the Remhstug according
the instructions of a party caucus. The political struggle,
him, meant waging the class war outside and inside the
chamber Wherever there was an opportunity
» there must tha revolu honnry




If. Every weapon must be used
activity utilised. Liebknecht car

nary agitation on the floor of the Reichstag.
a&e-speeches, he not only demonstrated there, he even uf
opportunities afforded him as a member of the Reic
ask questions and demand answers from the servants of
~ Prussian State. We have already seen how earnestly
- worked in the Young Workers® Socialist League.
~ ecarried on a literature campaign against imperialism du
the war—at a time when it was impossible to print leafl
and pamphlets in the ordinary way. These leaflets ar
~ pamphlets, which had to be secretly printed, and which to
the form of typewritten copies, had afso to be secretly dis

: buted. The famous Spartacus letters first appeared in this way.
- Liebknecht also set out to reach the industrial workers, and
F sought to organise them in the factories, mines, railroads, ete.
. He carried on an active agitation among the soldiers. He saw
i the need for stimulating the enthusiasm of the women of the
' working class and of direeting their activities into revolutionary
channels. And when the time came, and the conditions de-
manded it, Liebknecht bravely carried the class war into the
streets and organised the workers to carry on the struggle along  *

the lines of revolutionary mass action. He was not thus a lop-
sided revoluticnary who feared ‘to enter the national assembly

of capitalism, nor was he a critic who gibed at industrial
.‘ acticn. His speeches in the Reichstag against the imperialists
! were dubbed seditious. and might have meant his imprisonment,
This is what Lenin calls Revolutionary Parliamenfarism. And |
Lenin also adds (see ‘“ Downfall of Second International ™
price 1s., S.L. Press):
1f there is no other signal for transmitting to the working masses '.
of Germany and of France the revolutionary frame of mind and the
idea of the need for revolutionary action, the arrest of a deputy for =

a bold speech would have played a useful part as a battle-cry
addressed to the proletarians of different countries to unite |
carrying on revolutionary work. ; !
_ All that Liebknecht insisted upon in his revolutionary work
~was that he should not be hampered by opportunists. A
i War Speeches in the Reichstag and Assembly. '

i - When the second War Session of the Reichstag to
- (December 2, 1914) Liebknecht, who refused to accept th
> of the Social Democratic Group, voted against t

President




hy Sae.mhsbs should op
o was neither read in the ?lg:echstag
y e press, it was distributed throughout Germany .
L p , and was afterwards published in Switzerland. F
gatﬁtude in voting against the war credits, Liebknecht was
nsured by the Social Democratic Group. He, however, replied
. to this in a spirited letter which showed that he at least had
| remained true to the international principles of Socialism. A
' ﬁw days later he again incurred the wrath of his colleagues by
- sending a New-Year’s greeting to the English working class.
 This message was addressed to the I.L.P., which has nelther
~ been able to emulate the revolutionary anti-militarism nor the )
Jvirile class-war tactics advocated by Liebknecht. On March 2
“Tiebknecht also spoke in the Prussian Assembly at its war
:,meetmg In this speech, in ecriticising the ruling class for its
‘murderous neglect of the working class, he said :
i The class struggle alone is the salvation of the proletariat, and
- we hope that we will carry on very soon the class struggle in open
international intercourse with the proletariat of all countries, even
-with those with whom we are at war. In this international struggle
rests not only hope for the democratisation, for the political and i
economic emancipation, of the working class, but also the one hope ,
for the mass of the people concerned even during the war. :
' - Away with the hypocrisy of the civil truce. Forward to the claas
- struggle! TForward to the international class struggle for the
) '-‘@' ‘emancipation of the working class and against the war.
.~ —(Quoted from ‘‘ The Future Belongs to the People,”” by K. Lieb-
. | knecht. 7s. nett. The MacMillan Company, New York.)

BN In the same speech Liebknecht made a sneering reference
~ to the war aims of German finance by saying :
Gentlemen, the mine fields of Briey and Longwy, the mine fields
~ of West Poland, the colonies (which promise important profits), and
~ some other nice things, are really not bad investments for German
~ capital. _
.~ The reference to the minefields of Briey and Longwy must |
‘have enraged the financiers present in the Prussian Assembly. i
ecause it was just at that time that a secret petition—drawn |
by six large associations in which the interests of the iron- =
-masters of the Rhenish-Westphalian country were well repre-
ted, demanded the French iron districts of Briey and Longwy
had been presented by them to the Government. Thase b
elds were defended by the Verdun fortress. We see, thus,

of.__fances mg!, 4efenaes gt Vergun Ters.
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~ moves determined by the economic interests of fin
in France and Germany. There is much more be
- knecht’s taunt regarding the minefields of Briey and !
than meets the eye. It is well known that there we
communication between the French and German Gove

in reference to that district on the eve of the war. Many |
who have studied military tacties are not at all satisfied reg:
ing the tactics pursued by the Allied armies in this region. .
a few months ago a French Socialist in the House of Deputies
made a startling statement against the French Government in

reference to their military conduct regarding the Briey and
Longwy minefields. Some day, no doubt, the full sordid story
will be told. ¥
A few days after his defiant oration in the Prussian
Assembly, Liebknecht made another brave speech, this time en
. behalf of Rosa Luxembourg, who had been imprisoned. And
on March 20, 1915, Liebknecht, for the second time, cast his ;

vote in the Reichstag against the war credits. On this occasion
Otto Riihle voted with him. Tt was at this session that Georg
Ledebour delivered a telling speech against the war, which was
replied to and eriticised by the nmow notorious Scheidemann,
who spoke on behalf of the Socialist jingoes. Al
The revolutionary activity of Liebknecht outside and ingide
the national political chambers was causing the Government a
great deal of trouble, so he was called to the army. This did
not worry him very much, because it simply changed the scene
of his revolutionary activities. Fven though in the ‘army, he ;f
=

&

—

still had the right to speak in the Reichstag andgPrussian
Assembly. He never missed an opportunity in eithé¥*of these
Chambers to scathingly attack the capitalist class and the tame
Socialists who repudiated the class war. So successful was his
campaign of questions in the Reichstag that he was expelled
from the Social Democrat Party for having caused the Govern-
ment great trouble, for having disobeyed the instructions of the =
Party, and for having refused to accept its discipline. But while
the moderate, weak-kneed section of the Social Demoecratic 1
Party had expelled Liebknecht, he was then the centre of '
band of determined revolutionary communists whose numbe:
rapidly grew in the same measure that the half-baked Soecia
elements moved to the Right wing towards the middle cls
We may notice a similar tendency throughouf every capit:
. country. In Russia the masses moved away from the mid
~ class representative — Kerensky — and rapidly acclaimed
i, Bolsheviks. ' In Germany to.day the masses are

]
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A and Eberb and tmvellmg in the dzreehon of ths b J['\
The same t.hmg is noticeable in France, Sgam, hil
d America. And in Britain the transition is decidedly

L.P. are decreasing in membership, it rather means that
the bona fide Socialist elements in that body are leaving,
their places are taken with large detachments of middle-class
uﬂmentalists, who see in the I.L.P. a bitter antagonist against
evolutionary agitation and class war action, who see in it the
surrected ghost of the Liberal Party. The policy of the I.L.P.
its attempt to attract non-revolutionary middle-class elements
~ was never better revealed than when its leader, Mr. Ramsay
- MaeDonald, said, at the Party Conference, that—'* The first

~ Soviet ever known was the Soviet of the British House of
- Lords”! (“ Daily Herald,”” 23/4/19.) This nonsensical and
freacherous statement was made when, in addition to Russia,
- the Limerick and Hungarian workers were fighting to establish
~ their Soviets,

e ~ On March 38, 1916, Liebknecht delivered a long and impas-
~ sioned speech on capztahst:c justice in the Prussian Assembly.
.~ In this attack upon capitalism, Liebknecht proved himself to
.~ be a thorough-going student of Marxian Socialist science. He
. mot only denounced the hypocrisy of capitalist justice, bub
... showed how revolutionaries like Franz Mehring, Clara Zetkin,
~ and Rosa Luxembourg had been persecuted for attempting to
pubhsh the ‘‘ International.”’

L He proved that German soldiers had been shot down by
' ‘gannons ﬁld by Krupps to Belgium. He demonstrated that
crime ¥ 8 constitutional disease of bourgeois society.”’ He
‘analysed the roots of modern warfare, and proved that irhperi-
~ alism flourishes through loosening the social impulses of the
. masses and by perverting their minds with a false notion of
 education. He was frequently insulted and interrupted. But
 he insisted upon addresslng the Chamber. During one of the

B [ defending the peace idea, if the proclamation of the inter-
national proletariat class struggle against war, is treason, then it
is an honour to be reproached as a traitor.

Two weeks later we find Liebknecht again hurling his
bed arguments at the sophistries of capitalism. This time
irch 16, 1916) he challenged the whole bourgeois system of
n. This speech is a splendid vindication of the S.L.P.
m -e;E modern educahon Liebknecht, in the follo i

e 8.L.P. This does not mean that organisations like
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e, also clinches the Marxian conten
. class bias of modern education, and thus
- position of the Plebs League in its plea for ind
class education. He said, among other things:—
The educational system cannot be separated from so
ditions. . . . Education in the capitalistic order is not an .
i . initself. . . . The higher schools serve as preparatory
118 for higher official positions, whereas the primary schools te
i fundamentals which serve to make tools for capitalistic socl
. . . Butmore than ever before the primary school is used to-d
in order to make firm the position of the ruling classes, to captu
the souls of the young proletariat for the ruling class, for militz
. . . By these amendments you try to give an impress
wishing to throw open the road to education to the people also,
that is because capitalism requires educated soldiers,

Instruction in history has been for a long time systema
W5 used to inculcate certain political sentiments in the pupils.
i higher schools especially have been for years places to exercise
iy practice, and in these higher schools hatred against England
g systematically developed, which seed has now sprouted in
" glorious fashion. . . . . The world's history has been ad usum

delphim turned into a political fiction. Not political truth,
objective knowledge, but the opposite, are the main features of wk 1t .
you teach. In German teaching the soul of youth should havi
chance to develop freely. But what are the themes put to m'l‘-l;
. children? They are set to write patriotic editorials; and ce
} phases of war patriotism are taught them. In that way we sow
seeds of falsehood.—(Quoted from °‘ The Future Belongs to
People.”

. In this speech Liebknecht also showed how religi
U used by the ruling class as an educational force to mould
minds of the workers’ children against other nations and ré
and to accept their poverty without protest. The speake
incessantly interrupted during this daring assault upon the
educational principles enforced under capitalism. But I
knecht continued undismayed, and said, in reply to
Y President, who contended that he was wandering from the poi
e under discussion : -

liberation can also be the deed of the w

Iorl'u‘ng. class, a




: ‘Ius speech o1 edusstaon ehded i ap uproar in the
, Liebknecht once again returned to the attack, and
leichstag on March 22, 1916, he protested against the
ne warfare. The very next day he was threatened with
1 violence in the Reichstag for making a criticism during
scussion on the Budget. On April 7he made a further attack
n the use of submarines. In this speech he also severely
iticised the Government for attempting to get Irish prisoners 4
fight against England. During this speech he was continu-
interruptad and called a *‘ traitor.”” Notwithstanding the ol
kguardly attacks made upon him, even by the tame Social-
siebknecht on the following day made a ferrific onslaught
he financiers in the Reichstag on the subject of the fourth
srman war loan, which, he contended, was a gigantic swindle.
this speech he was well equipped with facts and figures.
le held copious notes in his hand in order to expose German
finance. As he proceeded to prove his case, the Chamber
olee out into a most embittered demonstration against him.

Amidst eries of ** Treason *’ and “* Traitor * he attempted

speak, when suddenly his notes were stolen and scattered

mg the floor. When Liebknecht stepped down from the

une to collect his papers and continue his indictment of the

anciers, he was surrounded by a mob of frenzied members,
would have assaulted him had he not been rescued by

al Independent Socialists. This historic meeting of the

chstag broke up in disorder.

;| 3 Arrest and Imprisonment, ~

. Despite the taunts and jeers hurled at him, Liebknecht
continued his revolutionary agitation. On May Da.y, 1916, he
ged a manifesto, which confained the following pregnant

't thousands of voices shout ** Down with the shameless exter-
wt.mn of mnations! Down with those responsible for these
8!’ Our enemy is not the English, French, nor Russian
: but the great German landed prnpnet.ora the German
alists and their executive committee.

rward! Tet us fight the Government; let us fight these
‘enemies of all ﬁ-eedom Let us fight for averythl;;g which




s (O this May Day, 'ahe second one smce-th_ ar,
‘organised a huge demonstration in Berlin. Full well
 the great risk'he was taking in defying the Govemmenm
1 soldier, it was illegal for him to appear in public in civilian ¢
.~ Before thousands of Berlin workers he delivered a bo
S compromising, revolutionary speech. But he was not all
o ﬂmsﬂ In the middle of an exhortation calling upon the we
M to end the war, he was suddenly pulled off the pl
arrested, and thrown into prison. ht

Liebknecht’s Revolutionary Pt}licy.

Before being confined to prison, Liebknecht address
letters to the Royal court 'martial, in which he set out his
as follows :

The present war is not a war for the defence of national inte

nor for the liberation of down-trodden people, nor for the benefit
the masses. From the point of view of the proletariat, it
signifies the greatest possible concentration and mtenmﬁcahon‘d '
political oppression, of economic exploitation, and of the who ]
military slaughter of the working class for the benefit of capita
and absolutism.
To this answer the working class of all countries can giv
one answer: A harder struggle, the international class stru
against the capitalist governments and the ruling classes
countries for the abolition of oppression and exploitation, f
termination of the war by a peace in the Bocialist spirit.
class-struggle is included the defence of everything that a So
whose Fatherland is the International has to defend,
The ery, ‘“ Down with the war!” i meant to express
thoroughly condemn and oppose the present war because
historical essence, because of its general nocial causes and
ticular form of its origin, because of its methods and its ai
the ery is also meant to express that it is the duty of every re
sentative of proletarian interests to take part in the internat
class struggle for its termination. (** Militarism and
Militarism,”” S.I. Press.)

Many j ]mgoes in Britain seemed to derive some satisfa
from Liebknecht’s heroic onslaught upon the Grerman Go
- ment. They seemed to imagine that because ttac

~ German State, and its part in the war, th




dis

e a farce or something worse,

are nat within his shooting range, and that even with the help
‘approbation of his own Government (1.e., those representatives

‘a miserable hack of the ruling class. Such a policy is not class
but its opposite—inciting to war.
hen Liebknecht was brought up before the court martial
ade n spirited effort to have a public trial. Even here we
d him sesking to use his trial ns a means of revolutionary
ganda. The trial was, however, conducted secretly.
Liebknecht was sentenced to thirty months’ venal servitude.
unsuccessful attempt was made in the Relchqtag, by the
dependent Socialists, to secure his release. When the result
the trial was announced large demonstrations of workers took
in Berlin and other parts of Germany In many of these
nstrations the workers came into conflict with the police.
o large industrial cenfres several big strikes took place
st Liebknecht’s sentence. Although Liebknecht was im-
ned, he sought to keep the minds of the workers attracted
e need of revolutionary agitation by appealing against his
entence in the hope of either squashing the verdict or of having
case reheard. The imprisonment of Liebknecht had a far-
ching effect upon the German masses. From this date they
rved very rapidly towards a policy which had for its deter-
ed aim the stopping of the war and the overthrow of the
aiser. Within the masses there was now an influential Spar-
cist element which was'*boldly making plans and ecreating
jised machinery to establish the Socialist Republic. The
articists were to be soon tested. And the test of a true
lutionary party is whether its policy is one of revolutionary
,.or one of courageous revolutionary action.
The policy outlined and put into operation by Liebknecht
the beginning of the war was condemned, as we have seen,

eid: &nal:i wl:m led the mlddls class elements

; id mob fadl fo' make that parfechly uleas
t a "l{h Royal court martial which sentanm& |

He who does not attack the '

largest section of the German Socialist movement. But
L of Iic:ebknecht as compared with the opportumsm-

‘H'



 adberents. When h
' fc’l hatred of the financiers and their lickspit
* Social Democratic Party by courageously ve
the war credits, there were many who sneered a
- “one-man’’ party. Mere numbers, however, neith
the correctness nor the strength of revolutionary prin
only test of revolutionary principles is the putting into ¢
of a certain line of organised action in keeping with the
needs of the masses. No less a man than James Connolly
of the founders of the 5.1..P., correctly summed up the Dj
of numbers, as compared with revolutionary prineiples, -
he stated that the real strength of a revolutionary party lay
Y foreseeing social tendencies, organising, and bravely aci
o accordingly. This is due to the historical fact that revolutions
movements do not achieve success because of the numbi
adherents, but rather because social conditions work in
favour. Given the correct policy, social crises will drive
masses in that direction. But even here history does not moy
mechanically. Revolutions are not produced automatically.
is just at this point where revolutionary agitation, initiabi
and courageous audacity plays its part. It is here where
social forces and the daring, conscious, human element
verge, and by their joint force destroy the old and creafe
new. It was the recognition of this that made Liebknec
strong, even when standing alone amidst taunts, insults, ane
! jeers. It was the recognition of this law that made
) powerful while working away silently and quietly in Switzerla
during the many years that preceded the triumph of the Russiaz
Soviet Republic. And it is the recognition of this historical”
truism which makes the S.L.P. virile ; it refuses to sacrifice
policy to make members ; it declines to ally itself with a baste
Labour Party—as the I1.T..P. and the B.S.P. have done
order to borrow a false strength from political charlatans
A. Henderson and J. H. Thomas. -
Events proved Liebknecht to be correct. Every day in,
passing produced some erisis or other which vindicated
. policy. The Governmental-Socialists, like Scheidemann
b Ebert, who criticised Liebknecht’s attitude at the beginning
3 the war, together with those who chided him upon the fe
i of his supporters, found their own rank and file slippis
' - and joining the more extreme Independent Social De
- Party, which rapidly passed from being a minority se
owerful majority. While Liebknecht and the Sj
eme thaqthelndepnndenft part,
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- Governmental-Socialists, led by 3
like Scheidemann and Ebert, approached ever more
to the policy of the Government and the financiers. The
1e when Scheidemann was given a post in the Govern-

hall-mark which stamps the betrayal of the working
he day came when even the Kaiser invited those safe
lists to meet him. The world knows what a weakness the
rman Monarch had for meeting and dining with tame Labour
| But just as Scheidemann and Ebert and their party were

g supporters among the masses, so they were being
“ strengthened *' from a new source—from the middie class,
and the financiers, who saw in these safe '* Labour leaders "' :
tious tools who might be used at a critical moment against .
evolutionary working class. W
The overthrow of Tsardom had a far-reaching effect upon i
Gierman masses. The triumph of Lenin’s policy and the
ss of the Russian Soviet Republic thrilled them. Through-
the peace negotiations between the Bolsheviks and the
erman Imperialists there were genuine rumblings of revolt in
anks of the working class in favour of the Russian Republie.
¢ threatened uprisings of German Labour brought the
r class more and more in contact with the Governmental-
ocialists, headed by the two arch opportunists. Not even
marvellous military success of the German armies in 1918

fliced fo retard the revolutionary agitation going on through- N
the industrial centres of Prussia. And when the hurricane h
st forth and the workers of Germany stopped the war; when

. masses swept forward towards their emancipation, the
ciers and middle class rallied their forces for one brief
poment to see how best they could save capitalism. They
uickly decided upon their policy. They handed over control to
emann and Ebert! b
anwhile the Kaiser fled.  And Liebknecht, who had stood el
at the beginning of the war and cast his solitary vote
nst it in the Reichstag, was now escorted from his prison
and joyously conducted to an open carriage covered with
.rs. There he delivered a speech. This speech marked the
his war campaign, bub it marked the beginning of a new
—a campaign directed against the Socialist middle-
ernment of Scheidernann and Ebert, which now stood =~
e workers’ Industrial Republic. The revolution
the overthrow of the Kaiser, like the ono tha




g eponed the Tasr was a mere poliﬂea!
- the same part as Kerensky played in Russia—the part of
off the Social Revolution. Liebknecht plunged into the

~ ticists gained strength every day. The bold energy of Lleblm '.
~ and of Rosa Luxembourg showed the capitalists the d

ann and Ebert in the German political revolub;on ar
agitation to achieve the Social Revolution! The d

the political revolution, which had only changed politic rela
tions, becoming a social revolution, which would fundamentall
change social relations. That is why they murdered Inebkneeh

and the dauntless ** Red Rosa.” il g

Liebknecht and Lenin.

Many people have been impressed with the COUragecus ane
dedaenrmu:uerij will of Liebknecht. They have also noticed a close
resemblance between his tactics and those formulated by Lenin.
There is indeed a close relation in their revolutionary tactics— =
just as there is an underlying relation, despite slight modifica-
tions due to local peculiarities, between the tactics adopted by
all bona fide revolutionary organisations who adhere to the
Third International. In Britain, where revolutionary phrases
generally take the place of revolutionary activity, certain parties =
seek to cover their cowardice of action—just as they cover their
revolutipnary principles by their affiliation to Henderson’s
Labour Party—by ‘' reasoning ** that conditions are so much
different in this country as compared with Germany and Russia.
The essence of Lenin’s tactics, and Liebknecht’s policy, are
applicable to every one of the modern capitalist-imperialist
nations. That essence consists in adopting every means, of an
uncompromising nature, to fight capitalism; to work up a
revolutionary ferment in the minds of the workers; and to estal
lish the industrial domination of the proletariat. That essene
also implies the serapping of any tactic, or organisation, which
impedes revolutionary activity and the speedy transition to ne
tactics, new methods, and new organisations. Lenin, in
brilliant passage, compares Labour’s army to a modern arm
on the battlefield, and he says:—

We must set up a revolutionary organisation, for beth the;l
changed historical situation and the era of revolutionary action un’n
the part of the proletariat demand it. But such a transition |
possible only over the heads of the old leaders who strangled
lutionary energy; over the head of the old party, and along

path of its destruction.

. Take the army of to-day. It is a model of good orgar




£, To-day they work miracles in evading bullets and shrapnel.
morrow they do wonders in open fights. To-day their advanced

- dozens of milés as directed by aviators. This is what is called
organisation—when enthused by a ‘single aim and animated by one
will, millions of men change their mode of intercourse and action;
~ change the place and the methods of their activity; change their
~instruments and tools in accordance with a change in circumstances
‘and the requirements of the struggle.
1Al The same relates to the struggles of the working elass with the
" bourgeoise. If no revolutionary situation is in existénce to-day, or C
‘conditions which breed discontent amongst the masses and increase 3
* their activity; if to-day you are handed a voting paper, take it and \
~ organise so that you may beat your enemy, but do not use it for the
‘purpose of sending men to Parliament for the sake of soft jobs, at 3
_ which they clutch, for fear they may be sent to prison. (Quoted
- from *‘ Downfall of Second International’’ Price 1s. 8.L. Press.)
Karl Liebknecht, no less than Lenin, realised the need for
* continually revising the revolutionary methods-of attacking the
" capitalist system. We have already seen him working enthu-
~ siastically in the Young People’s Socialist organisations and
ongst the women and soldiers. We have seen him, prior to
war, exposing the world-wide ramifications of the inter-
ational armament trust, and thus preparing the minds of
bour for a world-wide war. We have seen him energetically
nouncing the Statesmen of German imperialism inside the
sacred * precincts of Capital’s national legislative chambers,
 this part of his work also compelled him to attack the )
jalist Party for its revolutionary inertia. We have seen him =
eonducting a vigorous literary agitation by addressing a series -
leaflets, the famous Spartacus letters, to the German masses; g
ese leaflets were secretly and, therefore, illegally distributed, f
t the revolutionary needs of the moment made such®a policy
aperative. We have seen him seeking to create a revolutionary
ustrial organisation in opposition to the inactive trade unions
policy was determined by reactionary jingoes like Carl
~ And when the imperialist Powers, acting through their
Statesmen, Ebert and Scheidemann, attempted to
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streets, Liebk e swung -t
ses into the streets to meet the new cond

nged to the banner of the Sparticists. Thus we see
4 lebknecht speedily cast aside methods and organisations v
 ever these failed to meet new and rapidly-changing situations.
~ He was taunted by many in the German Socialist Parby—w
[‘L ‘had failed to perceive that a revolutionary movement is mt
- more than a mere theoretical dialectical association—for be
" intolerant and for seeking to draft a ready-made scheme
~ achieving Socialism. Strangely enough the very same stupic
objection was put forward at a recent Socialist Uonference in
opposition to the S.I.P. ! .
There was much whining by the Pacifist Socialist move-
ment in this country when Liebknecht and the Sparticists were
compelled to defend the revolutionary movement by carrying
the class war into the streets. The favourite argument put for-
ward by such papers as the *‘ Labour Leader "’ was a depre- =
cation of the use of force. The function and roll of force in
‘ history may be defined as any organised method adopted by any
' section of society to enforce its will upon the community, Every
political organisation, no matter how peaceful, which intends to

- enforce its policy upon society, adopts the weapon of forece. =
: Thus Lloyd George aptly described the demands of the miners

. —backed up by a determined, though peaceful, organisation—

as a pistol held up to the head of the State. Indeed the joint
action of the miners, railwaymen, transport workers, engineers, L

ete., would be an element of foree as brutal to the minds of &
«apitalists and as powerful as armed force. There is a tendene

to confuse force with violence. Violence plays, indeed, a v

small part in the social role of force. But it is sometimes ab
lutely mecessary as the culminating point in a long series
agitational measures. Socialists believe in the efficacy of force. =
Because the intensity of force at any given period in history ig
merely the indication, on the social plane, of the intensity ofi“
economic conflict. In the measure that society is rent with
opposing economic interests, so in the same measure does fo i
appear as the class reflex of these economic conflicts. And



gower of capital and to usher m—perchaﬁhe
' ‘a proletarian dictatorship—the Socialist Republic
hatem all economic conflicts are destroyed and from w}:uch g
- alone can spring a true democracy. This was exactly the
- position adopted by Liebknecht and the Sparticists, and it is
- also the tactic enforced by Lenin. "

The Final Phase,

When the mews first reached this country that Liebknecht
had been killed, the press attempted to show that he was shot
from behind in attempting to run away from his captors. It
~ was not until a few weeks later that the ** Daily News ’* pub-
" lished the following facts regarding the murder of Liebknecht
. and Rosa Luxembourg:—

When in my message describing the scene at Liebknecht's grave
. I tried to give you a hint of some deeper horror which was account-
able for the extreme nervous tension among the mourners, and which
" had a very close connection with the deaths of Liebknecht and Kosa
Wl Tuxemburg, I had only the thinnest thread on which to found my
s . suspicion that behind these two deaths there was being deliberately

hidden a terrible truth which must ultimately come out.

An hour ago I chanced on one who has given me what in all
golemnity he assures me is the story of what actually took place.
Apart from the fate of the two victims, it has a very grave bearing
on the wider question of the true condition of Germany, and the
relative power of the old military regime and the present Govern-

I ment.

My informant claims to have been an eye-witness of the incidents
which he describes. He was staying, he says, at the Eden Hotel,
where the horrible affair took place, and he returned there on the
night of the tragedy at 10.30 to find an armed sentry guarding the
door. This sentry told him that Liebknecht had been arrested and
that it was intended to beat him to death,

In the immediate neighbourhood of the hotel nobody was to be
seen. Thus the story circulated in the official report about the
| ¢ infuriated crowds '’ was false, and the crowd existed only in the
o imagination of the military authorities who spread the report.

”";!'";.-- When he entered the hotel he found a group of eight military
1 oy officers and half a dozen civilians. There was an air of expectancy
~ about them, and in about fifteen minutes Rosa Luxemburg appeared,
. accompanied by the ‘‘ Kriminal Wachtmeister.” A few minutes
~ later Lichknecht came downstairs, after having been questioned by




- with both prisoners. In about fifteen minutes he roturna& g
 that Liebknecht had been beaten to death with the butt-
- rifles, The blows were struck from behind, and at the s
 Liebknecht collapsed. L
- Again, the story circulated about Liebknecht’s attempt to
~ appears to have been invented by the authorities concerned ani
be sheer falsehood. According to a statement made by one of

~ sentries, Liebknecht was deliberately murdered by the soldiers, w
- were encouraged to this deed by their officers. H
'The next step taken was to compel all civilians to leave the |

~ of the hotel while the military and hotel employees were assem
& | alone. These employees afterwards declared, quite independently
~ of Bach other, that Rosa Luxemburg had also been beaten down a

X the entrance to the hotel by soldiers and officers. There was no sign

5 of any enraged crowd. e

Liebknecht’s life and message, aye ! the very death he di'édi‘ﬂ. o

~ should inspire all of us. He was one who refused to comprom E

~ and who was the foe of opportunism. He fought and died m
.~ fully. ““ He dared, ever dared, and dared again.’”’ The Kaiser

- prisons did not prevent his principles from spreading, nor j

the murderers’ deed prevent Liebknecht’s principles fro

- triumphing. His life’s work was but the embodiment of Dan

~ famous line, *“ Hold to your course and let the people talk.””
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ooks forStudents

The following Books are most important Classies,
and should be studied by all Students of Sociclogy and
Economics : —

1.—-THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALISM FROM
UTOPIA TO SCIENCE.

By FREDERICK ENGELS.

2.—THE EVOLUTION OF PROPERTY.
By PAUL LAFARGUE,

3.—REVOLUTION AND COUNTER-REVOLUTION
' By KARL MARX.

4~THE STUDENT’S MARX.
By EDWARD AVELING.

We are in the fortunate position to offer any of
the above notable Works at 1/6 a Copy ; postage extra.
These Books have been specially printed as Pocket

‘Editions, in Limp Covers. We are only able to make

this remarkable offer due to special arrangements with
the Publishers. We issue special editions De Luxe at
2/6 a copy ; postage extra. Write to the S5.1.. Press for
terms for quantities.

SOCIALIST LABOUR PRESS,
50 Renfrew Street, Glasgow.




By KLARA ZETK}N
of the German Spa.rtacus G-roup

Price, 8d. Postage extra.

HA DS OFF RUSSIA!

An Analysm of the Eeonomes of Alhed

Interventlen li:t Russla..

By WM. PAUL.




HISTORY OF THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION
' ~ TO BREST-LITOVSK.
By LEO TROTSKY.
Second HEdition.

Price 2/6. Post free 2/8.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE SECOND
INTERNATIONAL.

By LENIN."

~ Single copies 1/. 10/6 per Dozen. Postage extra.
o | v

i i1 i.l‘-.‘!

Ransome’s Greatest Book:|
SIX WEEKS IN RUSSIA IN 1919.
* By ARTHUR RANSOME.

~ 2/6. Post free 2/8.
Special terms to Branches, 25/- per Dozen.
Carriage paid.
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