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Declaration of Principles of the W orkcrs

Party of the United States

'fhe American Workers Party and the Communist Leagu~
of America have united on the basis of the following Declar
ation of Principles to form the Workers Party of the U.S.A.

THE DECLINE OJ? CAPITALISM

Capitalism in the stage of decline and decay as a world
system, subjects the masses everywhere to insecurity,
misery, Fascist terrorism and war. Th,e present world
crisis marks much more than a depression or dip in the
business cycle. Under the capitalist system of social and
political relations the Ill'oductive machine can no longel'
function effectively. Its operations are directed not to the
fulfillment of human needs but to the making of profits for
private individuals and col·porations. It cannot expand t.he
productive forces further-it contracts them. It cannot
feed the masses-in the very midst of plenty it starves them.

IMPERIALISM AND WAR

Seeking new outlets for uninvested capital and ne,,- possi
bilities for capital accumulation, as well as cheap raw ma
terials and profitable markets for the goods which their
own population could not purchase, the capitalist nations
entered the imperialist stage of their development. Having
tlivided the world among themseh'es, the struggle for neW'
capitalist outleti, for raw materials and markets now be
comes daily more intense. Driven by the lash of the crisi~

the capitalist nations are plunged into economic, tariff and
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exchange struggles and armament competition among them
selves. The capitalists strive to shift the burdens of the
crisis and the decline to other classes, especially the work
ing class and the colonial peoples. The period of the decline
of capitalism is accordingly marked by a series of the
mightiest struggles in history, imperialist wars, wars of
liberation of the colonial peoples, and _the revolutionary
struggle of the working clas~ for its own emancipation.

FASCISM

In its early progressive period capitalism fought agaiJlSt
feudal and clerical reaction, and relied for its victory upon
the support of the workers and farmers. In the period of
capitalist decline the owning class cannot maintain a meas
ure of profits and its position of privilege save by constantly
reducing the standards of the dispossessed majority and
presently plunging them into war. When the social crisis
thus generated approaches a climax, and the working class,
as the result of the lack of a strong revolutionary party,
fails to act decisively for a revolutionary solution, it suffers
intex:nal demoralization and loses the confidence of the mid
dle class masses ruined by the crisis. Under the domination
of finance capital, fascism then succeeds in mobilizing the
desperate middle class elements and even certain demoral
ized sections of the working class on a reactionary basis.
"Stabilization" is thus temporarily achieved b)' the destruc
tion of the workers' organizations, the wholesale murder of
working class militants and the suppression of all fOl'ms of
independent class expression.

Under Fascism democratic rights are suppressed, aU the
forms of democrac)' are abandoned. The trade unions and
all other independent organizations of workers and farmers
a re smashed or compelled to become a passive part of the
state machinery. The right to strike is abrogated. The
standard of living of the masses is steadily driven down
ward. Open terror is exercised not only against avowed
re~olutionists but against any workers engaged in a mili
tant struggle for their own defense. Fascis"m sows division
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t\lU~ng the people by appeals to the basest racial prejudices
a~d.. Dationalistic passions. Thus capitalism allies itself in
its period of decline .with everything that is archaic and
l'ca.ctionary and threatens to drive whole nations back into
barbarism and savagery.

AMERICA'S PLACE IN THE WORLD

With the war, the United States rose to the position or"
the leading imperialist power in the world. It assumed this
leading role at a time when capitalism everywhere was in
decline and conflicts between the great Powers were there
fore.intensified. American imperialism cannot expand fur
ther, or even maintain its existing- world position, without
cutiing deeply into the share of world power now in the
hands of the other imperialist nations, as well as into the
living standards of the millions in the U. S., Latin America.,
Europe and Asia whom it exploits directly or from whom
it exacts tribute. In extending its power throughout the
wo.rld, U. S. capitalism thereby introduces the instability
of the capitalist world system into its own foundations.
The economy and politics of the United States depend more
and more upon crises, wars and revolutions in all parts of
the world. These cii'cumstances profoundly shake all the
classes in the country, change the relations between them,
sharpen and accelerate political differentiations, and open
the way for a stormy revolutionary development of the
working class. In the very nature of the power of U. S.
imperialism, lie those irrepressible conflicts that herald its
collapse.

THE ROOSEVELT PROGRAM

The Roosevelt program is essentially that of monopoly
capitalism, concentrating power and wealth in the hands of
a decreasing few financiers and industrialists. It fosters an
op·ert alliance between industry and finance and the govern
ment. It strengthens monopolistic tendencies in the form
or codes and cl,lltivates tpe view of th~ state as umpire· in;
cd'ilfiicts between capitfi.lai1d labor. It seeks to tie the trade

' .•. '1 ,'. ,.
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union movement to the capitalist state machinery, break»
strikes under the pretext of impartial composition of differ
ences by government boards, and attacks militant w'OJ-kers
and their organizations_ Its vast military program is de-
igned both as an instrument against dissatisfied sections of

the populations at home and as an agency of American im
perialist interests against those of other nations in the wars
which arc inevitable so long as capitalism endures.

THE ONLY WAY OUT

There is only one alternative to capitalism-to crises of
cumulative intensity, growing unemployment and impover
ishment, Fascism, war and chaos, ending not only in final
collapse of the capitalist system but in a relapse into bar
barism. That alternative is to wipe out the central contra
diction of eapitalisn~, to take the ownership and control of
the natural resources, the productive plant and the agencies
of distribution and communication, out of the hands ()f
private individuals and corporations, to usc and operate
them for the fulfillment of human needs and not for private
profit, to build a socialist society. Tlms and only thus can
the masses in the modern world achieye plenty, ecurity,
peace and freedom.

THE WOnKI~G CLASS AND ITS ALLIES

The central position among the social forces which must
be depended upon to destroy the capitalist economic system
amI the capitalist state and elfect the transition to a scien
tific socialist economy, belongs to the working class. It will,
llOwevcr, need the support of other sections of society who
are also exploited or' oppressed. Sections of the middle
class, the debt-ridden farmers, the Negroes as a persecuted
race, the colonial and semi-colonial peoples of the American
~mpire-these are the allies of the American workers figat
ing a common foe. It is only in the social revolution that
all groups of workers and producers, all the oppressed iec
tions of the population, can find deliverance from insecurity,
want and tyranny.



~ THE CAPITALISTSTATE AND DEMOCRACY

This deliverance can come only as the result of victory in
1\ revolutionary struggle. The belief that we live in a free,
democratic society in which important economic changes
can be effected by persuasion, by education, by legal and
parliamentary methods, is an illusion. Such a belief must
be an illusion in every capitalist society, and, in fact, in
~U1y society which is divided into socio-economic classes.
}'l'eedom can be realized only in a society based upon the
t'conomic and social equality of all individuals composing it,
>Iud no social and economic equality can obtain so IODg' as
the means of production and distribution, by which mem
bers of society live, are outside the control of society as a
whole. Capitalist society, in which a small minority owns
t.lTId controls the means of production, means and must mean
capitalist dictatorship. The political forms of capitalist
~ociety (monarchy, democracy, military dictatorship, fas
cism) are only the means by which the actual dictatorship
t)f the controlling minority expresses itself. The state or
f;,rovernment is thus the political instrument through which
the owning class excrcises and maintains its power and sup
pres,ses the working class. As the necessary political phase,
t her-cfore, of the change of ownership and control of indus
try, the workers in the cities and on the land must take
control of state power by revolutionary means.

CONQUEST 01" POWER-THE WORKERS' STATE

The opportunity for the ,vorkers to take power will come
in the course of the disintegration of material life and of
cu.lture under capitalist dictatorship. The masses will find
themselves faced with growing hunger, impoverishment, cur
tailment of social services, and the threat or actuality of
fascism and war. Taking advantage of the growing" dis
(,OIltent generated by the crisis of capitalism, led by the
revolutionary party and supported by ever larger and more
,.;ignificant sections of the population, the workers will take
power and pnt an end to the destructive course of capitalist
dictatorship.
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The fundameDt~1 mass instrument of; this struggle for
power, forged in the course of united actions of the workers,
will be the Workers' Councils (Soviets). The Worken'
~ouncils, rcpresenting the interests of the majority of the
socially productive elements of the population, are the
organs which mobilize the workers for the revolutionary
assault as well as the organizational form of stat~ power
after the victory. It is through them, not through the exist
ing governmental apparatus, which represents the interesb
only of the capitalist minority, that the workers will over
throw the capitalist class and take power. The workers will
abolish the whole machinery of the capitalist state.in order
to render it incapable of counter-revolutionary activity and
because it cannot serve as the instrumentality for eiltabliah
ing a new social order. Its place will be taken, by the
workers' state, based on the Workers' Councils. The work
ers' state, while assuring and continually extending far
more genuine and substantial democratic rights, ,to the
masses than ever accorded to them under capitalism, will
function as a dictatorship of the working class against its
enemIes.

ROLE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

For the victory of the workers a revolutionary p~litical

party is all-important and indispensable. The working
class as a whole--to say nothing of its necessary allies in
other sections of the population-is not characterized by
firm homogeneity. It is divided by conflicting philosophiQ8,
by separatist interests of caste, religion, nationality, race,
sex, age. Without the revolutionary party its most valiant
struggles fail to achicve lasting results. The working class
'as a class, as a whole, cannot directly plan and ,guide its
battles. For that a staff, a vanguard is necessary-not
imposed from above, without the possibility of control and
verification from the rank&', but rising from the ranks by
tested ability and common approval. This is thc revolu
tionary political party. It embraces the mos,t ~dvaneed,

the most militant, the most dcvoted workers, unites tl1CtD
firmly on the basis of tested principles, and welds'them to-
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gether in rigorous discipline.
The revolutionary struggle of the workers can be victor

ious only on the condition that the Marxist party has gained
the confidence and support of the majority of the working
dMS and leads it in the attack. The united front of differ
ent. parties. and organizations of the workers, welded toge
ther in'the 'Yorkers' Councils, can mobilize the workers and
conduct partial actions even whcn the revolutionary party
is yet supported only by the minority. Its leadership in the
Co~ncils, however, are a prerequisite for the revolutionary
ovetthrow of the capitalist,regime and the consolidation of
t.he workers' rule.

The ,revolutionary party likewise of necessity leads the
working class in the consolidation of its power after the
victo-ry, in the organization of socialist economy, in the
suppression of internal counter-revolutionary enemies, al).d
in wal'8.of the workers' states against capitalist states. The
role of, the party as the leader, of the class continues until
all fQr~s of class organization, including the state and the
pal'ty~ are finally dissolved in the classless society.

THE WORKERS PARTY OF THE U. S.

The Workers Party of the U. S. is founded on the great
principles of revolutionary theory and practice stated by
Marx and Lenin and tested by the experience of the class
stFuggle on an 'nfernational scale" above all in the Russian
Revolution of 1917 (the "October Revolution"). The
Workers Party conceives as its duty the realistic applica
tion of these principles to the present historical situation.
Since its primary task is the defeat of the enemy at home-- '
the overthrow of the capitalist government of the United
Sta~~-the Workel's Party will seek, first and foremost, to
d~onstrate to the working class of the U. S. and its allies
that the application of the principles Q1 revolutionary
)1aqjsm is the sole means for the fulfillment of their histor
ical n~s and interests~ Proceeding from these principles,
the Workers Party oJ the U. S. will use the revolutionary
potenti!ilit1es of American tradition and history, and adapt
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its tactics to the concrete situation and the relation of "clal'~
.forces in the United States.

The Workers Party is a voluntary organization of thll
class conscious vanguard whose members are united by.· H

system of ideas set forth in this Declaration. Its organiza
tion principles are: democracy, centralization and discipline.
Freedom of discussion of party problems and freedom of
criticism, including the criticism of the leadership and ih
policy, is the inalienable right of every party member. The
leadership, from the lowest unit up to the National COl1l

mittee, is freely elected by the membership and subject to
its control and removal.

The party Convention is the highest authority of the
party; its decisions are binding on all members. Every
member is obligated to observe discipline in action. The
administration of the party is centralized. Lower units al'e
subordinate to the higher units. The National Committee
as the representat.ive of the entire organization, elected at
the Convention, has full authority to act for the party and
to enforce discipline of subordinate units. Party members
working in non-party organizations are subject to the COll

trol and direction of the respective party bodies.
At all times and under all conditions the ·Workers Parh

maintains its organizational and political independence. 1;1
relations with other political organizations, in united front
actions or other forms of cooperation, the party, while
obligating itself to discipline in common action, reserves it",
right of criticism and rejects in principle all "pacts of nOll

aggression".

FOUNDATIONS OF A 'SOCIALIST SOCIETY

The most important of the economic measures to be taken
by the revolutionary government in its initial period is the
appropriation and socialization, without compensation, of
all monopolies in industry and land; all mines, factories and
shipping; all public utilities, railroads and other organized
means of communication; all banks, credit agencies, gold
stores; and all other supplies and services that the tevolu-
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tionary government finds it necessary to take over in order
to lay the foundations of a socialist ociety. This sociali
~ation of the means of production and exchange injures
only the small handful {)f financiers, landlords and indus
trialists whose private control of the resources of the coun-
t.ry is the source of hunger, unemployment and insecurity /'
for the great bulk of the people. The policy of socializa
t.ion pursued by the Workers' State will make possible the
guarantee to every willing worker of a well-paid job, securi-
ty again_st unemployment, and insurance against industrial
risks, old age, and sickness. There will be no need for the
W{)rkers' State to impose arbitrary and oppre sive meas
ures upon small individual proprietors and farmers. The
example of the so~ial and personal advantages of the social-
ist organization of production, and assistance from the
workers' government, can be trusted to lead them to volun
buy collectivization. Socialism will release the productive
forces to serve the needs of men, and will enable Eroduction
t.o be planned rationally in terms of actual social require
ments. It will allow the utilization of every technical im
provement. The leisure and educational opportunities
which will accompany these material advantages, together
with removal of the dead-weight of the perverted capitalist
culture, will ofl'er every individual possibilities for the full-
est creative development.

THE GOAL QF A CLASSLESS SOCIETY

The elimination of all socially useless and parasitic
dasses and groups will proceed simultaneously with these
material and cultural changes. The entire population will
be transformed into a community of free producers owning
t.he total productive wealth and resources of society. The
need of coercion and repression of socially alien classes will
disappear with the disappearance of these classes. With
it will vanish the need for a state machinery-even the
workers' state. The noblest objective of the human race,
t.he classless communist society which inaugurates a new era
for al~ mankind, will be realized.
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The working class can build a cotnplete socialist society
only on the basis of world division of labor and world co
operation. The Workers Party aims not merely to lea-d·the
working class of the U. S. in revolution but to unite -wit11
the workers of all other countries in the international revo
lution and the establishment of world-socialism. Modern
forces of production have compelled capitalism itself to
transcend national boundaries. Imperialism, itself a preda
tory force, cannot, however, achieve a harmonious sodety.
World-socialism is the only solution for the conflicts' and
disorders in the modern world, as well as for the major con
tradictions within a single nation. A socialist society 'will
utilize rationally the natural resources and productiw
machinery of the earth in the interests of the people of thr
earth, and solve the conflict between the efficient develop
ment of productive forces and the artificial restrictions of
national boundaries. It will grant the rights of free cultural
self-determination and self-development to all nations and
all individuals. WorId-socialism will remove t.he causes of
international wars that under capitalism now seriously
threaten to send mankind into barbarism or complete de
struction.

CRITICISM OF EXISTING PARTIES

The founding of the New Party on the basis f the
present Declaration is the one possible step toward revolu
tionary unity. A mere attempt to fuse the programs and
tactics of existing parties would lead nowhere since areful
analysis reveals their falsity and inadequacy. . ..,

a. SocialiSt Part.1J

The Socialist Party is not a party of revolution but of
reform and pacifism. The fundamental error of all WIng
of the party is their false conception of the nature.' QJ the
state and of the colonial question., From this flow itsj>arlia
mentary illusions, its ~otion that the workers ca~.achieve
power within the fra'mework of existing state forms, its
fetishism of capitalist de1l!ocracy, ifspolicies of 'daB's' col
laboration, and betrayal of colonial revolts and ·reyolutions..
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It is affiliated and gives allegiance to the bankrupt Second
International, which bears the responsibility for supporting
the last imperialist wa~ and whose leading section, the
German Social-Democracy, openly aided the capitalists to
suppress revolutionary uprisings of the workers and made
possible the triumph of Fascism in Germany. The Socialist
Party conducts no struggle against the reactionaries in the
trd-de union movement and important sections of the Party
are directly associated with these elements. Though now as
at other periods in its history the Party contains many
militant and leftward moving workers, the powerful right
wing elements in the Party openly spurn and combat all
revolutionary tendencies. The radical phrases of the cen
trist wing represented by the "Militant" leaders serve as a
cover for an essentially refol'mist attitude and a policy of
capitulation to the right wing. The Party and the Second
International with which it· is affiliated therefore serve the
purpose of hindering the consistent development of the
workers to a revolutionary position. The genuinely revo
lutionary workers in the Socialist Party can carry out the
implications of their position o~y when they break with the

,/ reformists and social patriots and unite with the \Vorkers
Party and the New International.

b. The Communi,at Party

The adoption of a nationalist, and therefore non-revolu
tionary theory and practice, associated with the abandon
ment of the principle of workers' democracy in the Third
International and its sections, constitutes the root cause of
their decline and degeneration. Having left the firm ground
of revolutionary principle, the Stalinist. bureaucracy of the
C.P.S.U. which mechanically dominates the Third Interna
tional and its sections, has everywhere followed a centri t
zigzag policy, which in the U. S., for example~ has ranged
from opportunistic efforts to cooperate in the formation of
the LaFollette "Third Party" of middle-class radicalism to
pal·tisan exclusiveness and ultra-leftism.

No semblance of party democracy obtains in the'Inkrna·
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tiollal 01' its sections. They have sponsored divisive tactics
in the trade unions and other mass organizations, the policy
of building dual sectarian unions, the theory of social fas
ci m and the tactic one day of the united front from befow,
und the next day of purely formal united fronts "only from
above" in which "non-aggression pacts" with reformist
parties a1'e concluded. They han resorted to low, vicious
ta.ctics in the labor movement, time and again ordering their
DlC'mbers to break up meetings called by other labor organ
izations, and to beat up spoke men of. other viewpoints. In
~.heir o.wn ranks, dissident opinion is stifled and bureaucrat
1 0 m reIgn' supreme.

The C. 1. and its sections are completely and mechanically
dominated by the bureaucracy of the C.P.S.U. As the revo
lutionary tide temporarily subsided in other countries, the
Russian workers were obviously confronted with the need of
('onccntrating up<ln the tremendous task of laying the foun
dationsof it socialist economy in the Soviet Union, in ex
pectation of decisive aid from the workers in other lands
when the next revolutionary wave raised them to power. At
thi juncture the leaders of the C.P.S.U., however, instead
of pursuing the work of laying the foundations of a s~cialist

{'conomy in the S. U. as one significant part of the move
men for world revolution, adopted the position that a
I>ocialist society could be built in the Soviet Union alone
(the theory 'of "socialism in one country") even though
revolutions did not take place in other countries and that
the building and defense of "socialism in the Soviet Union"
iii the first and well-nigh exclusive task of the entire world
revolutionary movement. In the process of mechanically
imp<l ing this position upon the C0lT!munist parties of other
('ountries all semblance of party democracy was wiped out.
'l'hese parties, instead of concentrating their attention and
energies primarily upon advancing the revolutionary move
ment and seeking the overthrow of the capitalist state in
the e countries, became little more than agitational groups
dedicated to so-called "defense of the S. U.", pacifist agita
tion "ag-ains!: WQr and Fascism". etc.



This degeneration of the Communist parties everywhere
and their diversion from the task of achieving the revolution
in the capitalist countries, weakened the real defense of the
Soviet Union and contributed to the defeat of the workers
in other lands, as was so tragically demonstrated by the
collapse of the C. P. in Germany when Hitler came to power.
The effective defense of the Soviet Union today and the
support of those revolutionists in the S. U. who fight for
the refol'lll of the Soviet State and the revival of the Bolshe
vik Party of Lenin's time based on the principles of revolu
tionary internationalism and workers' democracy depend
therefore upon the building of new revolutionary parties in
the capitalist countries and a new revolutionary interna
tional. To accomplish all these objectives we devote our
selves with all our energies to the building of the new 1'I.'VO

Jutiona!')' party in the United States.

c. Cent1'i,st Political G,·Qtl,pil1gs
..-

The Workers l'arty of the U. S. firmly opposes centrist
organizations and tendencies on the national and iuterna-
tional fields, which try to reconcile or to find a middle-of
the-road position between revolutionary Marxism and re
formism. While ready to cooperate with organizations and
groups eyoh-ing from reformism or centrism to revolution
ary Marxism the 'Vorkers Party will not tolerate any con
ciliation with l'eformist or centrist policies.

d. Labor a,n4 Fanner-Labor Parties

At present the Farmer-Labor party movement in this
country is weak and inconsequential. It is, however, possi
ble that there will rise into being a fairly "radica.l" fa.rmer
labor movement, or some combination of farmer, labor and
middle class movements, which will seek to reform capitalism.

The workers' revolutionary movement faces a complicated
problem in dealing with such developments. It is the task
of the revolutionists to build their own party, not to engage
in building up any party of reform. In the period of capi
talist decline, so-called reformist part.ies cannot pretend to
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t he progressive role they have played decades ago. Political
and economic concessions can now be wrested from the capi
talist class only by means of the most resolute and militant
das truggle. Besides, any party which purports to re
present two or more cla ses on an equal footing, or to direct
it appeal "to all classes", is essentially a middle class party
doomed to ilTesolution and surrender to the big capitalists
in every decisive test. 'Ve do not believe that the American
working class must inevitably pass through a protracted
experience with reformist parties. It is entirely possible
that it will either skip this stage, or else concentrate it
within a hl'iei period. Another dangerous a pect of middle
class reform movements, in the present period, is the fact
that they easily fall prey to those demagogic appeals, chau
vinistic slogans and reactionary ideas of cia s harmony
which are the hallmark of the fascist movement. However,
the membership of these groups represent real blocs of social
unrest and of potential antagonism to the existing order.
The Workers Party will work out its tactics towards these
groups and movements in the light of its basic principles.
'l'he masses in the movements must be won to support the
revolutionary movement. The revolutionary party will
show them by theory and historical example:, and above all
by its own activities that the actual consequences of the
policies of reform movements, here as in all other countries,
are directly opposed to their avowed aims, that they act to
preserve capitalism, and hence are inimical to the interest
of the workers. In order that it may effectively perform,
this task the revolutionary party must at all times maintain
it own political and organizational integrity and indepen
denel:'.

THE NEW INTERNATIONAL

The worker' revolution by it very nature is internlltion
til in character. Beginning in one or more countries it must
be extended progressively to others until it embraces the
entire' world' 'and establishes socialism as a world system;
The revolutionary party must therefore be an international
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parly with sections in every country. We are therefore
committed to the formation of new revolutionary par.ties
throughout the world and their union in a New Interna
tio~al. The needs of the working class movement in earlier
periods of capitalist development led to the formation of the
First and later the Second International, and demanded the
establishment of the Third International when the Second
betrayed the working class in the war and post-war crisis,
Today· the existing Second and Third Internationals are
bankrupt. The problem of international organization can
not be met by an amalgamation of the Second and Third
Internationals or by an International based on a mixture of
the bankrupt policies of the two. A new, i. e., a Fourth,
International, based on the theoretic and strategic prin
ciples laid down by Marx: and Lenin, representing the his
t.orie continuity of the international revolutionary move
ment, and applying these basic principles to the historical
realities of the present stage of capitalist decline, must be
built. The W. P. is prepared to establish fraternal rela
t.ions with all groups, organizations and parties in other
countries which stand on the same fundamental program as
our own and to cooperate with them in the elaboration of a
{~omplete world program and the speediest possible estab
lishment of the New International.

STRUGGLE AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

'I'he Workers Party is pledged to a revolutionary strug
gle ·against war, which .can be eliminated only by the over
throwof the society which breeds it. It will strive by every
means in its power to prevent the outbreak of another im
perialist wat'. It will combat the idea that it is to the in
t.erest of the workers to support defense of the (capitalist)
"fatherland", based as this idea is on the conception of a
community of interest between classes which capitalism by
its very nature makes impossible.

Under no circumstances will the W. P. give any support,
directly or indirectly, to any war conducted by the capital
ist government of the U. S. On the contrary, it will activel:r
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6gm ~ucn ...\Tar and work not for the "victory" of the.capi
talist government but its defeat. The Workers Party re
jects the utopian and illusory ideas of pacifism. We sup
port the wars of the oppressed against the oppressor, of
workers' states against capitalist states, of the enslaved
peoples against their imperialist exploiters, of the colonie.
against those who keep them in servitude~ of the nationali
ties, races a.nd minorities who suffer under the yoke of 1-1.

ruling caste. The policy of folded arms, passive resistance.
"conscientious objection", etc. is completely futile as It

means of struggle against imperialist war, regardless of the
sincerity and courage of those who resort to it. 'I'll an
swer to imperialist war is the workers', revolution.

This policy holds good also in the event of a military
alliance between the U. S. and the Soviet Union (an alliance
which under certain circumstances the S. U. might be un
able to avoid). In such a case the W. D., unreservedly
supporting the Sovicl Workers State, would expose the
treacherous aims of the government of U. S. imperialism in
the alliance, call for its overthrow and its replacement by
a revolutionar)' workers' government which alone would be
capable of making a loyal alliance \vith the S. U. and giving
it unqualified support in the war.

THE DEFENSE OF THE SOVIET FNION

The Soviet Union is a workers' state, product of the
Russian revolution and beacon light of inspiration to the
"'orkers of the entire world. Despite all the difficulties im
posed upon it by its isolation within a ring of capitalist
enemies the Russian workers have already fl.ccomplished
mal'vels~ and have demonstrated beyond doubt that planned
'ocialist production is manifestly superior to capitalist pro
duction even in its best period. The unconditional defense
of the Soviet Union against capitalist attack is an elemen
tary duty of every worker. Any attempt by the imperial
ists of any land to att.ack or undennine the Soviet Union
will find the revolutionists of thc 'Vorkers Party ready to,
defend it to the utmost. Fundamentally this rcal defense of
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'the Soviet Union depends not upon the League of Nations,
:non-aggression pacts, or any such measures, but upon suc
~essful workers' revolutions in other countries.

THE MAIN TASK

'l'be main and immediate tusk of the 'V. P. is the mobiliza
tion of the American masses for the struggle against capi
talism and the preparation for its revolutionary overthrow.
'1'0 this end the Party will work within the mass organiza
tions of workers and farmers and will support and seek to
give leadership to all their immediate practical struggles,
strikes, demonstrations, ma action for relief and social
insurance, fights against lynching, evictions, foreclosures,
t'te. The W. P. will participate with its own candidates
,tnn. program in election campaigns, without, however, sow
ing til(' fatal illusion that the workers can accomplish their
emancipation by means of the ballot box. Election cam
paigns will serve primarily as a means of revolutionary
propaganda. Our candidates elected to Congress or other
governmental bodies will utilize their positions for the pur
pose of exposing the sham of capitalist "democracy" and
promoting the development of the mass movement of the
workers. It will carryon constant propaganda to educate
t.he vanguard workers in the principles of revolutionary
Marxism. Everywhere, it will seek to demonstrate in action
t.he applicability of its principles and tactics and the com
petence of its leadership in the mass movements of the
workers.

THE TRADE UNIONS

The trade unions are the elementary and basic organs of
working-class defense against capitalist aggression, and of
all trade unions the most important are those of the workers
111 the large shops, mills, factories and mines of the basic
:iudustries.

With these as its base, the Party will penetrate similarly
the unions and federations of all groups of workers, activiz
~lIg and politicalizing their struggles. The main aim of the
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·W. P. in the trade unions is to inlfuse them with the s.pjrit
and policy of class struggle and to aid in developing a mili
tant leadership in accord therewith. To this end it will
wage an irreconcilable struggle against the reactionary
officialdom of the trade union movement. We shall encour
age and inspire workers in the unions to fight against auto
cracy, corruption and gangsterism and against the class
collaboration tendency so prevalent in the trade union
movement, wherever these appear. The W. P. stands for
rank and file control and trade union democracy. It will
take the initiative in organizing the left and the progressive
forces to fight for a militant, class-struggle policy and lead
ership in the trade union movement.

The W. P. stands for trade union unity; a divided trade
union movement facilitates the progrcss of reaction· and
Fascism. The W'orkers Party is opposed to the Communist
Party policy of building paper unions, mechanically con
trolled by the party, which are in no sense genuine mass
organizations. The W. P. favors the organization of work
ers into unions affiliated with the A. F. of L. wherever
possible, since thc A. F. of L. represents the main mass of
organized labor and the trcnd of workers now moving fOl'

organization is in the same direction.
The "Vorkers Party does not believc, however, that the

American Federation of Labor has any right to claim a
monopoly in the field of labor organization. Too often the
Federation officialdom has repelled workers in the basic
industries by an insistence on craft union forms. In numer
ous cases, important groups have been forced out of its
ranks by outright betrayal of strikes, by bureaucracy, rack
eteering and other evils. Where the masses are forced to
form independent unions as a result of such intolerable
situations the W'. P. will support them in their efforts and
struggles. We are firmly opposed to the present maneuvers
of the Communist Party for the arbitrary and mechanical
liquidation of independent unions, regardless of the circum
stances that called them into existence, their mass base, or
the will of the membership. Where the A. F. of L, is una,ble
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or unwilling to organize the unorganized workers, especially
in the baSIc industries, the W. P. will assist them to form
independent unions on an industrial basis. It will, however,
continue to work for a united, industrially constructed and
militant trade union movement.

The Workers Party stands for industrial unionism, and
will press forward the issue of amalgamation in every field
in which such action is necessary.

We warn the organized workers against the tendency,
particularly noticeable since the NRA, to tie the trade union
movement up with the capitalist government. This policy,
nourished and supported by the leaders of the American
Federation of Labo11, must inevitably result, if it is allowed
to prevail, in emasculating the unions, in restricting the
right to strike, to picket and carryon any normal activity,
and undermining the workers' power of resistance.

. .
AGRICULTURAL WORKERS A.1~D FARMERS

The ection of the agricultural population on which the
Workers Party bases itself directly consists of the agricul
tural laborers whose standard of living is even lower than
that of the industrial workers and whose efforts to
organize in order to improve their conditions are met by
the most brutal repression. ~he organization of these
workers into militant unions is an essential part of the de
velopment of the revolutionary movement In the United
States. The Workers Party will give special attention to
this task, and pledges its fullest support to all the struggles
of the oppressed agricultural workers.
. .:Millions of share-croppers and tenant farmers in various
seCtions of the United States have been reduced to virtual
servitude and a peasant basis of existence. Even those
farmers who nominally «;nm the land they occupy, are loaded
with a growing burden of mortgages and debts and under
capitalism are less and less able to make a living from the
'sale of their produce. This situation has driven them to
openly violent "Holiday" movements, milk strikes,' anti
toredo ute and anti-eviction demonstrations, etc. Thes~
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1itruggles, hOWeVel) can have I\. consistently proglre!!sive
.t:haracter and can achieve lasting results only if they are
directed against the capitalist system itself. For the farm
·ers, as well as for all oppresse(t groups, emancipation and

ecurity can come only by allying themselves with the work
ing cIas in the strnggle for u socialist society.

NEGROES AND OIl'HER OPPRESSED RACIAL

GROUPS

The egroes compose the most exploited and persecuted
. celion of the population of this country. Racial differ
«'Dces are used by the capitalist dictatorship to drive down
the standard of living of all workers and to keep them from
uniting against their oppressors and thus achieving com
plete emancipation. The 'Vorkers Party will labor unceas
ingly to convince the white workers on the one hand, and
t he workers of the Negro and other oppressed racial groups,
snch as the Japanese, Mexicans and Filipinos, on the other
hand, that their interests are the same. The elementary
and ba ic task is to unite the workers regardless of race in
·economic and political organizations for a common struggle.
·.rhe W. P. stands for the complete equality of the Negroes
und all other races and will fight against every form of race
discrimination-econorn~c, political, social, against wage
·differentials, lynching, Jim Cl'owism, the barring of Negroes
and other groups from the trade unions, and all other forms
<Jf racial and national chauvinism. At the same time, we
point out that the Negro urban and rural mas 'es cannot
achieve deliverance by reliance upon Negro capitalists and
10iddle class element or a so-called "Negro capitalism".
Only by the complete abolition of capitalism will they gain
freedom from discrimination, exploitation and tyranny.

COLONIAL PEOPLES

1'he workers in the United States and the people,fj of
Latin America, the Philippines, Hawaii and Liberia, have
oue enemy in common-American imperialism. The Work
'f'I'S Party pledges its unqualified and active support to ~hes€
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peoples in every progressive struggle they undertake to gain
the unhampered right of self-determination, free from mili
tary, political or economic intervention or pressure by U. S_
imperialism. Our Party stands for the unconditional and
immediate independence of the Philippine Islands, Hawaii,
Porto Rico, the Virgin Islands and all other colonies and
dependencies of the U. S., and for the. withdrawal of all
troops from any territory outside the boundaries of the·
U. S. The Workers Party is fUl·ther pledged to acti...e op
position to any endeavor by American imperiaLism, be it
open or masked, to infringe upon the right of self-deter
mination of any nation or people.

The revolutions in the colonies, semi-colonies, and "spheres.
of influence" of U. S. imperialism will pl;ty an important
part in the revolutionary struggle to overthrow the impel'
ialist exploiters at home, and vice versa. A successful revo
lution in the United States would be decisive for the eman
cipation of the toiling masses throughout Latin America.
On the other hand, the revolution beginning in one of the·
Latin American countries, or in one of the colonies or semi
colonies of the United State~, can spread throughout the
eontinent and powerfully accelerate the development of t.he
class struggle and the revolution in the United. States. The
struggle against U. S. imperialism at home and throughout
its vast empire is thus indissolubly linked together. The·
Workers Party will actively support and endeavor to ('()
ordinate all the manifestations of this struggle.

PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL WORKERS

The professional and technical workers havc it distinctive·
contribution to make both in the struggle to overthrow CILP

italism and in the building of a new social order, With thesc·
considerations in mind the W. P. will help to build up eco
n·omic organizations of thesc workers and seek to penetrat.c
eXisting organizations. It will seek to overcome the tradi
tiona1 hesitancy of American professional and technical
workers to take part ill social and political activity and to.
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draw them along with all other exploited groups into the
labor and revolutionary movemcnt.

THE UNEMPLOYED

The great and largely permanent arm)' of the unemployed
during the period of the rapid decline of capitalism is a
"\-ast depositor)' of ever)' kind of social discontent. In a
position where thc conduct of their lives has lost social
meaning, the unemployed will join with the movement that
com>incingly promises them a new and integral place in
the Bocial order. Unless the working class movement by
giving support to their struggles and b)' convincing presen
tation oLthe revolutionary way out of the crisis, draws in
the unemployed, they will be a pre)' to chauvinistic and
military propaganda, to fake social nostrums and. to Fas
cist demagog)'. The Workers "Party will resist all· efforts
t.o erect barriers between the employed and unemploye4~

)Till constantl)' stress the communit)' of interest between
them, Qnd will show in action how the fight of employed and
nnemployed against their common oppressor can be united.
It supports and helps organize the struggles of the unem~

ployed roa ses for relief, against evictions, for social insur
ance, etc.

THE YOUNG WORKERS

The capitalist s)'stem has throughout its existence been
marked by the most hideous exploitation of children and·
youth.. Capitalist society toda), cannot offer jobs ev-en at
starvation wages to millions of its youth, but onl)' frustra
tion or actual destruction under Fascist reaction or war.
The working and student youth will find in the Workers
Party, which aims at the establishment of a socialist society~

the constant champion of their interests. The Party will
undertake as one of its most urgent and important tasks
the building of a Jouth organization embracing you~g

workers, young farmers and young students based on the
l'l'arty's principles of revolutionary Marxism.
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THE UNITED FRONT

In spite of organizational and political differences, the
workers, to defend their rights and advance their interests,
must achieve united action. If they do not, wage and relief
cuts, increasing abrogation of political and civil liberties
and finally war and the victory of fascism are assured. This
does not mean the false and in practice disruptive united
front such as was proposed by the Communist party in the
"united-front-from-below". Likewise the W..P. rejects
arbitrary arrangements between bureaucratic officials im
posed upon the masse~, and so-called "non-aggression
pacts" which in practice mean capitulation to reformist
tendencies since they obscure differences of principle be
tween reformists and the revolutionary party. The Work
ers P-arty stands for an honest, straightforward, carefully
defined united front of organizations on specific and immedi
ate issues facing the workers. Such united front 'actions in
which the participating organizations retain complete poli
tical and organizational independence develop the mass
power of the workers, teach the workers the need and value
of unity, expose the weakness or treachery of reactionary
and reformist leaders, and give the revolutionary party the
opportunity to shoW' in action the correctness of its prin
ciples and tactics. Thus, united front actions are indis-

.pensable preparations for the revolutionary unity which, i.n
the revolutionary crisis, will enable the workers to take
power.

,"
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CONSTITUTION OF THE WORKERS PARTY
OF THE UNITED STATES

Resolved, That the following document be adopted as the
Constitution of the Worker, Party of the United States,
lwd be it further

Resolved, That all members of the American Workers
Party and of the Communi t League of America, as certified
lly the Secretaries of the respective organizations, shall be
('orne Charter Member of the Workers Party of the U. S.
upon signifying their desire to do 0, and are eligible £01'
deetion 01' appointment to all offices, and be it further

Resolved, That all persons applying for membership
within sixty days after the first Convention, and whose ap
plications arc accepted, shall have the status of Charter
Members, and be it further

RC80lved, That the National Committee of the 'Vorkers
Purty of'the U. S.; in the period between the initial and the
second National Conventions, is empowered to increase its
membership up to and including thirty by two-thirds vote,
lUld to elect additional members (\ccordingly, likewise by
I wo-thirds vote.

ARTICLE I: NAj\1E
'rhc Jlame of the organization shall bc the WORKERS

P AR'ry QF THE UNITED STATES (hereinaftel' re
fl'rreu II as "the Part}"').

ARTICLE II: }>URPOSE

The pmpose of the Party is set forth in its Declaration
or Principles.

ARTICLE III: I;\fTER A'I'IONAL AFFILIATION

The Party, at its launching, is affiliated with DO other
gJ'OUp, party, or organization in the United States or else
where. Its National Committee is empowered to enter into
fl'aternal relations with groups and parties in other COUD
t.riefi, find, if they stand on the Sl\llle fundamental program
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as its· own, to cooperate with them in the elaboration of a
complete world program and the speediest possible estab
lishment of the new revolutionary International. Action OIl

any organizational affiliation must be submitted to a Na
tional Convention of the Party.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERS

SECTION 1. All those who accept the Declaration of
Principles adopted at the First Convention, who agree to.
abide by the discipline of the Party, and to engage actively
in its work., are eligible to membership.

SECTION 2. Every member must belong to a duly con
stituted branch of the Pa"rty in the locality where he resides~

if such a branch exists. In localities where no branch exisb~

members shall be admitted as members-at-Iarge.
SECTION 3. Applications for membership shall be acted

upon by the local branch concerned, in accordance with the
general regulations laid down by the National Committee~

and subject to review by higher units of the Party. Appli
cations for membership-at-Iarge shall be acted upon by the
National Committee, or by such committee as it shall desig
nate.

SECTION 4. An official Membership Card shall be issued
to each member.

SECTION 5. A member desiring to leave one locality £0\'

another must apply to his branch for permission, and re
ceive a transfer card, which is to be deposited with the
branch of the locality to which the member moves. If DO

branch exists in the new locality, the member shall remain
a member-at-Iarge.

SECTION 6. The National Committee is empowered to
accept groups or organizations of individuals, eligible undel'
Section I of this Article, as members en blocl and to assign
them to the proper branches.

ARTICLE V: ORGANIZATION

SECTION 1. The basic unit of the )larty shall be the
branch. A branch shall consist of not less than 5 nor mOore
than 50 members. When a branch achieves It membership

27



of ,50,,it shall be subdivided into two branches. Exceptions,
can ;be made only by permission of the National Committee.,

SECTION 2. Wherever two or more branches exist in the,
same locality, a L~c~l Executive Committee shaii be formed
by delegates from the respective branches' elected on the
basis of 'proportional representation.

SECTION 3. In such' cases as may be decided by the Na
tional Committee, District Executive Committees, compris
ing delegates from a given group of local branches, shall be
formed.

ARTICLE VI: ADMINISTRATION,
S~OTION 1. The highest governing body of the Party is

the National Convention. Its decisions shall be binding upon
the entire membership.

SECTION 2. Between National Conventions, the authority
or the ,Convention, subject to the decisions of the Conven
tion, is vested in the National Committee elected by the
Convention.

SECTIQN 3, The ational Committee shall be comprised,
as follows:

Par. 1. 'There shall be twenty-two members.
Par. 2. The National Convention shall elect also six al

ternates, to fill vacancies in the National Committee in the
order decided upon by the Convention.

Par. 3. Members of the National Committee may be
chopped from the Committee and/or from the Party only
by vote of the National Convention. Members of the Na
ti9nal Committee may, howevel', be suspended from member
ship and be barred from all rights as members, pending final
decision of the Party Convention, by vote of two-thirds, of
the membership of the National Committee.

SECTION 4. The National Committee directs all the work
of the Party, decides all questions, of policy in accord with
the d~cisions of the Conventions, 'appoints subordinate offi
cers and sub-committees, including the Political Committee,
and, in general, ~ons~itutes between Conventions the f:unc
tioning authority of the Party., ' , ;,' ','"

SECT.IPN 5., 'The 19cal governing body of th~.,PlJ.rtJ shllil
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be the Local Executive Committee, or, where only one branch
exists, the Branch Executive Committee. Where District
Executive Committees shall be constituted, the National
CommIttee shall decide their relation to the Local and
Branch Executive Committees.

SECTION 6. The Branch Executive Committee shall be
elected by the membership of the branch, and is subordinate
to the branch membership. Its duties are to direct the ac
tivities of the branch, and to act with full powers for the
branch between branch meetings. This section applies like
wise to Local Executive Committees.

ARTICLE VII: INITIATION FEES AND DUES
SECTION 1. Each applicant for membership (other than

Charter Members) shall pay an initiation fee of twenty-five
('ents, which shall be receipted for by an initiation stamp
furnished by the National Office. The entire initiation fee
shall be paid to t.he National Office.

SECTION 2. Each member shall pay monthly dues of fifty
cents which shall be receipted for by dues stamp furnished
by the National Office through the Branch Treasurer, and
affixed to the membership card of each member. In addi
tion, all members are expected to make regular voluntary
contributions according to their means. In special cases,
the National Committee may authorize a reduction in the
amount of monthly dues, not more than fifty per cen~, upon
application by the party unit affected.

SECTION 3. 'Where branches are joined in Local or Dis
trict Committees, one half of all dues payments shall go' to
the National Office; where Local or District Committees do
not exist, two-thirds of all dues payments shall go to the
~ational Office. In the case of members-at-Iarge, the entire
amount of dues payment shall go to the National Office.

SECTION 4. No members are exempted from the payment
of at· least the minimum dues. In special cases, however,
local branches are at liberty to provide payment for indi
vidual unemployed branch members from the branch treas
ury', upon vote of the branch.. The National Committee is,
however, empowered to exempt II. brand1, and its,' members•.
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from this requirement, and to issue special unemployed
stamps.

SECTION 5. Housewives, not employed, who are members
of the party, may, 011 request, be granted unemployed ex
empt stamps.

SECTION 6. Dues paying members of the youth organiz
ation who are simultaneously party members shall, on re
quest, be exempted from the payments of dues in the party
branch.

SECTION 7. Members who are three months in arrears in
payment of dues shall cease to be members in good standing,
and shall be so notified by the Branch Executive. Members
six months in arrears shall be stricken from the rolls of the
Party.

ARTICLE VIII: DISCIPLINE

SECTION 1. All decisions of the governing bodies of the
Party are binding upon the members and subordinate units
of the Party.

SECTION 2. Any member or unit violating the decisions
of a higher unit of the Party hall be subject to disciplinary
actions up to expulsion by the body having jurisdiction.

SECTION 3. Charges against any member shall be made
in writing and the accu ed member 'hall be furnished with
a copy. Charges filed before branches shall be considered
by the Branch Executive Committec at a meeting to which
the accused membcr is invited. The Branch Executive Com
mittee shall submit a recommendation to be acted upon by
the membership of the Brandl. Charges considered by
higher units of the Party hall" however, be acted upon by
the said units.

SECTION 4. Disciplinary action by a higher unit of the
Party shall be initiated in the local bi·anch. Failure of the
branch to act, or branch action deemed improper by the
higher unit, may be followed by direct disciplinary action
by the higher unit.

SECTION 5. Any member subjected to disciplinary action
has the right to appeal to the next higher unit, up to and
including the National Conve»tioll. Pending action on the
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· appeal, the decision of the l"arty body having jurisdiction
J'emains in full force and effect.

ARTICLE IX: QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELECTION
SECTION 1. Except in the case of newly organized

branches, members of Local and Branch Executive Commit
tees must have been members of the Party for at least three
Hlonth .

SECTION 2. Members of the National Committee must
have been members of the Party for at least one year.

ARTICI.E X: NATIONAL CONVENTIONS

SECTION 1. The National Convention of the Party shall
1l€ held once a )'ear. Special Conventions shall be called by
t.he National Committee upon the demand of branches or

.. l,oca1 Executi\'e Committees representing one-half of the
membership.

SECTION 2. The Call for the Convention, together with
an agenda and the proposals of the National Committee
~hall be .issued at least sixty days before the date of the
Convention for discussion in the local organizations and in
t he official publications.

SEC'.rION 3. Representation at the Convention shall be
proportionally based upon the membership in good standing
at the time of the Convention Call. .

ARTICLE XI: FRACTIONS
Members of the Party in trade unions anu other mass

organizatiuns shall organite themselves into fractions for
('ommon work within such o'rganizations. The work of a
fraction within a given mass organization shall be under
the direction and control of the Party unit having jurisdic
tion 9vcr the Party members constituting the fraction. The
members of a fraction must work as a unit under all circum
!!tance. Violations of fraction discipline shall be reported
to the proper organization of the Party for action.

ARTICLE XII; AMENDMENTS
Amendments shall be made to this Constitution b.r major

it..}' vote of the National Convention.
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