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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: KEREN BOLTER
When Keren Bolter (pictured above right) first began her research mapping the areas of South Florida that are
most vulnerable to sea-level rise, she never imagined she’d be talking about it with Ann Curry on national
television for a special report on NBC called, “Our Year of Extremes: Did Climate Change Just Hit Home?” (See
part 6).
Keren is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Geosciences who has garnered national media attention for her
work - which shows not only the physical impact of sea level rise on South Florida, but also delves into the issues
involved with the socioeconomic and health risks associated with sea level rise. Keren's dissertation compares
perceived risk versus actual risk to sea level rise. She measures perceived risk via surveys and actual risk via data
related to storm surge, flooding, and property loss. Her initial results show that there is a lack of awareness
among residents that has spatial and socioeconomic trends.
Because of Florida’s low elevation and porous limestone foundation, the area is particularly vulnerable to sealevel rise. There are areas of South Florida that are already feeling the effect of sea level rise. Miami Beach
floods regularly at high tide because when the existing drainage system was built, the engineers didn't account
for a rise in sea level. Now, even with no rain at all, the area can experience flooding as the tide comes up the

storm-water system instead of draining out. Broward county also has areas that flood regularly even with little
or no rain.
Keren’s research looks at the socioeconomic issues of sea level rise, as well. There is a large population of lowincome residents that live in low-lying inland areas. Many of these people do not have the means to either
retro-fit their homes or move elsewhere to get out of harm’s way. Keren was recently interviewed on WLRN
discussing this topic.
There is virtually no debate amongst climate change scientists about sea level rise; they all acknowledge that it
is rising, the only question is how quickly? The general estimate for South Florida envisions a 1-3 foot increase
within 50 years. This could mean that large areas of South Florida would be underwater, or experience
problematic flooding every time it rains in the next few decades.
Keren and her colleagues in this field of research face the challenge of trying to educate the public about the
risks without inducing panic or, on the other side of the coin, apathy. Rather, they aim to generate support for
widespread use of adaptation techniques to ensure that South Florida remains a safe and sustainable home for
all its people.

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS
SUCCESSFUL GRANTSMANSHIP PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR
SERIES
April 17, noon to 1:30 p.m., PS 226 (VC to Davie LA 150, Jupiter SR 200, HBOI LE 103) –
Speaker Xavier Comas
The Charles E. Schmidt College of Science’s Master Researcher program is pleased to
announce this series of professional development seminars aimed at enhancing the
research culture and increasing external funding. These seminars are designed for faculty
and graduate students to explore the fine points of obtaining grant funding. This week,
our speaker is Xavier Comas, who will focus primarily on federal funding including NOAA, DOE and NSF. We’d
also like to thank our previous speakers Salvatore Lepore and Dale Gawlik for their insightful presentations.
Register in advance. For more information, contact Zhixiao Xie or Paige Garrido.

OWL’S NEST CAMPAIGN
Don’t forget to make your annual giving contribution. Send a strong message to those outside the university –
announcing to alumni, friends, corporations, donors and community partners that together we support FAU
from within and feel it is worthy of their support.
Joining the Owl’s Nest is easy! Simply choose one of the links below:
 Make an online gift by credit card
 Sign up online for payroll deduction (Go to the TRUE BLUE tab)
 Fill out and return this gift form to Paige Garrido, SE 248

OUTREACH AND NEWSMAKERS

SOUTHEASTERN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON COMBINATORICS,
GRAPH THEORY, AND COMPUTING
(SEICCGTC)
The 45th meeting of the Southeastern
International Conference on Combinatorics,
Graph Theory, and Computing (SEICCGTC) was a
great success. Held on March 3-7, 2014, on the
Boca Raton campus, this international meeting of
mathematical scientists included a program with
plenary lectures by invited speakers, contributed
papers and talks, and problem solving sessions.
There were 320 participants at the conference and more than 230 contributed papers. Not only did the
participants benefit from the lectures and special sessions, but from the opportunity for informal conversations
about the methods participants employ in their professional work in business, industry, and government.
Congratulations to the entire group of people who worked so diligently to make this event a success. Special
appreciation goes to Fred Hoffman, who has been involved with this event since its inception 45 years ago.

SUCCESSFUL PRE-HEALTH PROFESSIONS DAY
The Office of Student Services hosted another successful Pre-Health
Professions Day. Approximately 300 students were able to meet with
representatives from health related graduate programs such as: FAU
College of Medicine, FIU College of Medicine, USF College of
Medicine, USF College of Medicine, Nova Southeastern Health
Professions Division, Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine,
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, Palm Beach Atlantic
University School of Pharmacy, St. Georges University School of
Medicine and Veterinary Medicine and many more. Participants such
as Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine said, "This was one
of the best graduate fairs that I’ve attended. Keep up the good work!”, and American University of the
Caribbean commented, "As usual this is probably the best pre-health fair during recruiting season." Special
thanks to all those who helped plan the event, including Elissa Castillo, Shari Goldstein, Gina Johnson, Latarsha
Morgan, Jeff Schering, Carla Sanon, Demarus Johnson, Maria Thompson-Llamas, Debra Littell and Paula
Bloch.

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
The College of Science was well represented at this year’s Undergraduate Research Symposium. The following
students were top ranked in their respective categories:
Jessica Huffman: First Place Poster – Environmental, Ecological & Marine Sciences
Sergeine Lezeau: First Place Oral – Basic, Health & Medical Sciences
Nirthieca Suthakaran: First Place Poster - Basic, Health & Medical Sciences
Arianna Gagnon and Michael Brown: Second Place Oral - Environmental, Ecological & Marine Sciences
Andrew Horowitz and Dominic Rucco: Second Place Oral - Basic, Health & Medical Sciences
Camilla Castro: Second Place Poster- Basic, Health & Medical Sciences
Brianna Gonzalez: Second Place Poster – Behavioral, Educational & Social Sciences
Dana Elhassani: Second Place Poster - Environmental, Ecological & Marine Sciences
Satu Hyvarinen and Livingston Graham: Third Place Poster - Basic, Health & Medical Sciences
Camilo Yepes: Third Place Poster - Environmental, Ecological & Marine Sciences

FAU REPRESENTED AT THE PALM BEACH COUNTY DARK-SKY FESTIVAL

Eric Vandernoot, Diane Owen, and students Janie Forbes and Han Soul Lee gave talks at the Celebrate the
Night and Turn Down The Lights festival, a fun-filled family event that gave participants opportunities to
experience and learn about the night sky, its importance to us and how and why we need to preserve it.

BRENDA CLAIBORNE NAMED TO ANGEL FORUM OF FLORIDA BOARD
Angel Forum of Florida, a nonprofit organization that facilitates interaction between
Angel Investors and Florida Entrepreneurs, announced that Brenda Claiborne, program
director of Jupiter Neuroscience at FAU has joined the 12-member board. The Angel
Forum of Florida, formerly known as Angel Investment Forum of Florida (AIFFL), was
established in the fall of 2005. The mission at Angel Forum of Florida is to connect Angel
Investors with Florida Entrepreneurs through Member networking and monthly
meetings and presentations. "Angel Investors" are private individuals or groups of
private individuals who invest in emerging and expanding companies. The level of
investment is typically in the range of $50,000 to $3,000,000.

FAU MATHEMATICS STUDENT AMONGST TOP 600 IN U.S. AND CANADA
FAU student Logan Dymond scored 20 points (out of a maximum 120) on the 2013 William Lowell Putnam
Mathematical Competition, placing him in the top 600 of 4113 students from 557 colleges and universities in
the U.S. and Canada. The median score for competitors was zero. The examination is constructed to test
originality as well as technical competence.

8TH GRADER WINS 10TH ANNUAL MATH DAY
The Department of Mathematics hosted its 10th annual
FAU Math Day on Saturday, April 5. More than 230 high
school students from Palm Beach, Broward, Martin and
Dade counties competed in the individual competition,
which consists of a written exam, and the team
competition, which combined mathematics questions
with math history trivia in a real-time Jeopardy-type
session using remote clickers to calculate responses.
Eighth grader, Brian Reinhart of The Weiss School, won
the individual competition and was awarded $1,000.
This event was graciously sponsored by Wells Fargo Bank.
Thank you to Emily Cimillo for her dedication to this event and for making it so successful.

GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL STUDENT ASSOCIATION RESEARCH DAY WINNERS
Congratulations to Grant Evans who won the 1st place award in the Medical & Health Sciences category of the
FAU GPSA Research Day and to Shannon Ray who won the 1st place award in the Math & Physics category.

FAU DELEGATION TO WORK AT ROME LABS THIS SUMMER
Warner Miller was awarded a fellowship to bring Ph.D. students Shannon Ray, Chris Tison and Behzad Khavaji
to work at Rome Labs this summer. This is the second year in a row that Dr. Miller has taken students to Rome
Labs and it is a great opportunity for the students as it has resulted in government job offers for the students.

FAU NEUROSCIENCE RECOGNIZED IN NATUREJOBS
An article calling Florida “a hotbed of neuroscience research” was included in the March issue of NatureJobs. It
highlighted FAU’s neuroscience partnership with Max Planck and Scripps, nicknaming the group “the Jupiter
Three.” Rodney Murphey and Greg Macleod were interviewed and heavily quoted in the article. The article
coincides with the one year anniversary of the physical move to Jupiter. In 2013 alone, 20 papers were
published in high impact journals. The group also recently launched a new website called the Jupiter Life Science
Initiative: http://www.fau.edu/jlsi/.

HELEN RANDALL RECOGNIZED FOR INCREASING PRODUCTIVITY
Helen Randall’s submission, “Rapid Response Report Production” was selected for the Prudential Davis
Productivity Award. Since 1989, this awards program has publicly recognized and rewarded state employees
and work units whose work significantly and measurably increases productivity and promotes innovation to
improve the delivery of state services and save money for Florida taxpayers and businesses. The 2014 awards
competition attracted 568 nominations for innovations and productivity improvements worth $558 million in
cost savings, cost avoidances and increased revenue for state government.

PH.D. STUDENT EDITH NAGY AWARDED ELI LILLY/WOMEN
CHEMISTS COMMITTEE TRAVEL AWARD
Ph.D. student in Chemistry, Edith Nagy was one of 8 recipients nationally to
be awarded the Eli Lilly/WCC Travel Award. This award provides funding for
female undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral fellows to travel to a
national meeting and present their research. This is a highly competitive
award and is a testament to Edith’s achievements that she was selected
from a large pool of candidates. At the ACS National Meeting, Edit gave her
divisional presentation, she presented her work at an awardee poster
session, was recognized at the WCC Luncheon, and had breakfast with
Madeleine Jacobs, Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the ACS
as well as members of the WCC committee.

FRED HOFFMAN RECOGNIZED FOR 45 YEARS OF SERVICE TO FAU
Fred Hoffman was officially recognized for 45 years of service to FAU at the Employee Service Awards
Ceremony, making him FAU’s longest serving faculty member (only one staff member has been at FAU longer!).
Dr. Hoffman joined FAU in 1968 in the Mathematics Department and has seen remarkable growth at FAU during
his tenure. From 1987-1989, he was also one of the founding members of the Computer Science programs.
Please join us in thanking Dr. Hoffman for his dedication and commitment to the students, staff and faculty at
FAU.

MARIA FADIMAN RECEIVES EXCELLENCE AND INNOVATION IN UNDERGRADUATE
TEACHING
Maria Fadiman was selected as one of the Excellence and Innovation in Undergraduate Teaching award winners
for the year 2014 and she will be recognized at the Honors Convocation on April 16. Additionally, Brianna
Blanchard was selected as a University Scholar for 2014. This award is given to one student in each of the
undergraduate colleges in recognition of outstanding academic achievement and upon the recommendation of
faculty. She will also be recognized at the Honors Convocation.

SHREYA CHARKRABORTY SELECTED TO PRESENT AT AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR
MICROBIOLOGY MEETING
Shreya Charkraborty, a masters student working under Nwadiuto Esiobu, has been selected to show-case her
work at the upcoming American Society for Microbiology (ASM) meeting in Boston where more than 10,000
scientists from all over the world will make presentations. ASM is the largest Life Science organization in the
world with approximately 30,000 members. Sonia Vanegas, an undergraduate student is co-author.

ANDRZEJ NOWAK PUBLISHED IN THE IEEE TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY MAGAZINE
Andrzej Nowak recently published an article in Technology and Society, titled “The Reinvention of Social Capital
for Socio-technical Systems.” Dr. Nowak is one of the world’s leading experts on the modeling and computer
simulation of social processes. Using cellular automata, he has modeled the emergence of public opinion in
society and linear versus non-linear societal transitions.

SERGINE LEZEAU AND
SYED RAZA TAKE
FIRST PLACE AT LIFE
SCIENCES SOUTH
FLORIDA (LSSF)
College of Science
students, Sergine Lezeau
and Syed Raza both took
first place in oral
presentations at the LSSF
Stem Symposium that was
recently held at FIU. LSSF
is a public/private consortium that was established four years ago to promote the development of an industry
cluster in our region that is focused on life sciences, biotechnology, pharmaceuticals, diagnostics and
information technology. Eleven students from FAU participated in the event.

GRANTS AWARDED*
Gregory Macleod, Neuroscience and Honors College, was awarded a new grant for $248,358 from the NIH for
“Neuronal mechanisms controlling number and function of presynaptic mitochondria.” Dr. Macleod’s central
hypothesis is that neuronal mechanisms control the number and function of mitochondria to accommodate
presynaptic energy requirements and that these mechanisms are synapse specific.
Dale Gawlik, Biological Sciences, was awarded a new grant for $24,000 from the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. The objective of this study are to compare the diet of the Purple Swamphens among
three geographic areas: northern Everglades, STAs, and Lake Okeechobee and to determine the diet selectivity
in the Everglades region by comparing the Swamphen diet to available plant species in the environment.
*Grants listed in this section were announced by the Office of Sponsored Programs between March 15, 2014
and April 14, 2014.

UNIVERSITY-WIDE ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEACHING ABOUT RISK AND RESILIENCE: SEA LEVEL RISE, FLOODING, AND EARTHQUAKES
May 14-16, FAU
Presented by InTeGrate, this workshop will focus the pedagogy of risk and resilience and will include a local
emphasis on sea level rise and flooding, contrasting these risks with California earthquakes and is open to 30

faculty (by application). No registration fee to attend. Participation for non-academics is by invitation. Workshop
stipends are available to help defray travel expenses in cases of financial need. Accepted participants are
expected to contribute teaching materials to a new web-based collection devoted to teaching about risk and
resilience across the disciplines. For more information, visit:
http://serc.carleton.edu/integrate/workshops/risk_resilience/overview.html.

THE FCR–STEM CONFERENCE 2014
May 28-30, Ft. Lauderdale
Florida’s premier event for K-12 science and math teachers, school administrators and university faculty is
accepting registrations for this year’s gathering, May 28-30 in Fort Lauderdale. Learn more about the FCR–STEM
Conference — the largest of its kind in Florida — and register at http://conference.fcrstem.org/. The FCR–STEM
Conference offers more than 60 unique sessions to stimulate thinking across a range of subject areas and grade
levels:
· Learn about teaching tools and free resources with practical application in the classroom.
· Enhance your knowledge of STEM-related topics.
· Learn the lessons of Lesson Study.
· Meet top experts producing cutting-edge discoveries and research findings.
Space is limited — sign up now to save $75 with Early Bird Registration ($395, plus $7.75 if paying by credit
card). Rates go up after April 15.Meetings will be at the Broward County Convention Center.

2014 NASA EONS SOLICITATION: APPENDIX G- EDUCATOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Due June 18
NASA's Office of Education is accepting new proposals under the Education Opportunities in NASA STEM (EONS)
2014 NASA Research Announcement for Educator Professional Development (EPD) appendix. EPD is designed to
provide high quality STEM professional development opportunities for formal and informal educators
capitalizing on NASA’s unique assets and capabilities. Pre-service, in-service, and informal educators working
with grades K-20 and higher education faculty are considered customers and clients who derive benefits from
EPD opportunities. EPD was established to consolidate historically diverse components into a focused effort to
ensure operational efficiency while optimizing strategies, methods, and technologies that promote and foster
educators’ use of NASA-related content in their instructional activities. For more information regarding these
opportunities, please visit the NASA EONS page on the NSPIRES website.

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE UPCOMING EVENTS (APRIL 15 – MAY 15)
To see a complete list of semester events, visit: http://www.science.fau.edu/events.html. To include a
department or club event on this list, please send the information to Paige Garrido at pgarrido@fau.edu.

April 15
FAU Neuroscience Seminar for Enrolled Students Only
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Engineering East Bldg., Room EE106
Videoconference to Jupiter Campus Room MC-19, Room #201 and Davie Campus, Room LA-148
Student presentations. For more information, contact Rhona Frankel at franke@ccs.fau.edu.

April 16
Center for Molecular Biology and Biotechnology Seminar Series
4:00 p.m., Engineering East Building EE-106, videoconference to Jupiter- SR 268
Guest speaker: Raul Perez-Olle, Boehringer Ingelheim. For more information, contact: Marjorie Cazeau at
mcazeau@fau.edu.

April 16

Honors Convocation
For more information, visit: http://www.fau.edu/provost/honors.php.

April 17
Successful Grantsmanship Professional Development Seminar- Speaker Xavier Comas
Noon to 1:30 p.m., PS 226
This professional development seminar is designed for faculty and graduate students to explore the fine points
of obtaining grant funding. Presented by the Charles E. Schmidt College of Science’s Master Researcher
program to nurture and enhance the College research culture and increase external funding. Register in
advance. For more information, email Paige Garrido.

April 17
Chemistry and Biochemistry Department Seminar
3:00 p.m., PS, Room 226
Guest Speaker Marco Bonizzoni, Ph.D., University of Alabama, “Polyelectrolytes as supramolecular hosts in
water.” For more information, contact Helena Szczesny at hszczens@fau.edu.

April 18
Mathematical Sciences Colloquium- “Extensions of Linear Operators”
4:00 p.m., SE 215
Speaker Dr. hab.Justyna Kosakowska, Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun, Poland. For more information,
visit: http://math.fau.edu/markus/seminar.html.

April 19
Middle School Math Circle
2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., PS 109 on the Boca campus.
The Mathematics department hosts a Math Circle for middle school students who like mathematics and who
wish to learn a bit more than is usually covered in the school curriculum. Students can hone their problem
solving skills in a fun environment. The Math Circle at FAU, one of the only two registered Math Circles in
Florida, is supported in part by a grant from MSRI/NSA. For more information, visit our website at
www.math.fau.edu/MathCircle_at_Fau or call or email Dr. Tomas Schonbek at (561) 297-3355 or
schonbek@fau.edu.

April 22
FAU Neuroscience Seminar for Enrolled Students Only
4:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Engineering East Bldg., Room EE106
Videoconference to Jupiter Campus Room MC-19, Room #201 and Davie Campus, Room LA-148
Student presentations. For more information, contact Rhona Frankel at franke@ccs.fau.edu.

April 24
CES College of Science Faculty Assembly
2:00 p.m. GN 102
All faculty are invited to attend the end-of-the-academic-year meeting. For more information, contact Jerome
Haky at hakyj@fau.edu.

April 29
Distinguished Alumni Hall of Fame
For more information, contact Allison Jewell at ajewell@fau.edu.

May 1 & 2
Spring Commencement
For more information, visit: http://www.fau.edu/registrar/graduation/.

May 2
First Fridays Open Dome Event (held the first Friday of every month)
7:00 p.m. to 11:30 p.m., FAU Observatory, Building SE-43, 4th Floor
For more information, contact Eric Vandernoot at vandernoot@mail.sci.fau.edu or visit:
http://www.physics.fau.edu/observatory/observatory.html.

May 2
Inaugural South Florida Inter-chapter Chemistry Competition
Noon to 5:00 p.m., PS 226 and Organic Labs
The FAU and NSU Chemistry Clubs will compete at the first ever inter-chapter chemistry competition. It will kick
off with lunch and orientation in PS 226 from noon-1 pm. The two faculty advisors and Club Presidents will act
as judges (six judges in total).The competition will be round robin and will occur between 1-4 pm in the FAU
Organic Chemistry Labs. The awards ceremony will be held at 4:30 p.m. For more information, contact Evonne
Rezler at erezler@fau.edu.

May 3
Middle School Math Circle
2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., PS 109 on the Boca campus.
The Mathematics department hosts a Math Circle for middle school students who like mathematics and who
wish to learn a bit more than is usually covered in the school curriculum. Students can hone their problem
solving skills in a fun environment. The Math Circle at FAU, one of the only two registered Math Circles in
Florida, is supported in part by a grant from MSRI/NSA. For more information, visit our website at
www.math.fau.edu/MathCircle_at_Fau or call or email Dr. Tomas Schonbek at (561) 297-3355 or
schonbek@fau.edu.

May 10
Science Olympiad for Elementary Schools.
For more information, contact Ingrid Johansen at johanson@fau.edu.

May 10
Saturn’s Opposition to the Sun Open Dome Event
7:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m., FAU Observatory, Building SE-43, 4th Floor
For more information, contact Eric Vandernoot at vandernoot@mail.sci.fau.edu or visit:
http://www.physics.fau.edu/observatory/observatory.html.
If you have any news you would like to include in future editions of Science Connect, please email Paige Garrido
at pgarrido@fau.edu.

