Bulletin for November/December 2013
Announcements, Accolades and Events
FAU’s Consortium for Graduate Medical
Education Receives Institutional Accreditation
from the Accreditation Council for
Graduate Medical Education
The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education
(ACGME) conducted an institutional review of Florida Atlantic
University’s residency programs and recently notified the FAU
Consortium for Graduate Medical Education that it has
received institutional accreditation. The ACGME is a private,
non‐profit organization that accredits more than 8,000
residency programs in 120 specialties and subspecialties with
the mission of improving the quality of healthcare in the U.S.
by ensuring and improving the quality of graduate medical
education programs. Residency programs must be ACGME‐
accredited to receive Medicare graduate medical education
funds, and residents must complete an ACGME‐accredited
residency program to be eligible to take board certification
exams.
“This is a significant milestone for the Charles E. Schmidt
College of Medicine and our hospital partners in our
Graduate Medical Education Consortium,” said David J.
Bjorkman, M.D., M.S.P.H., Dean and Executive Director of
Medical Affairs in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine. “I extend a heartfelt congratulations and thank you
to our partners and Dr. Mary Elizabeth Roth, our Vice Dean
for Graduate Medical Education, and her team for this
outstanding accomplishment.”
In early June, the College of Medicine received accreditation
from the ACGME for its first residency program in internal
medicine, with Boca Raton Regional Hospital as the primary
site for the program with participation from Bethesda
Hospital East and Delray Medical Center. The internal
medicine residency will bring a total of 96 physicians to FAU,
with the first class of 36 residents starting in July 2014.
Residency programs in emergency medicine and general
surgery are planned next for 2015. Planned future programs
include psychiatry, OB/GYN, pediatrics and others.

“Increasing the number of residency programs will create a
stronger and enhanced healthcare delivery system for us
all,” said Dr. Roth. “About 50 percent of doctors choose to
practice within 20 miles of where they complete their
residency program.”

John W. Newcomer, M.D., Appointed
Executive Vice Dean
John W. Newcomer, M.D., was recently appointed
Executive Vice Dean of FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine. Dr. Newcomer joined FAU in late 2012 as Vice
Dean for Research and Graduate Programs. In this capacity,
he has provided outstanding leadership to further develop
the College’s research infrastructure and support and grow
the sponsored research programs.
“Dr. Newcomer’s proven track record of research and
administrative success has been a tremendous asset to our
College,” said David J. Bjorkman, M.D., M.S.P.H., Dean and
Executive Director of Medical Affairs, FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine. “He will play an instrumental
role in working with me and the college leadership team and
our entire staff to formalize our strategic plan, optimize
operations, and build a culture of excellence, respect and
integrity to help guide the Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine into the next phase of our growth and success.”
Continued on Page 2
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Dr. Newcomer’s impressive background includes leadership
positions at Washington University in St. Louis, where he was a
faculty member in the School of Medicine for more than 20
years, and at the University of Miami. He has served as a
continuously funded Principal Investigator on NIH grants for 20
years, and has received a number of honors and awards,
including an Independent Scientist Award from the National
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) and a Gerald L. Klerman
Award for Outstanding Clinical Research from NARSAD. Dr.
Newcomer has been a frequent grant reviewer for the NIH and
other funding agencies. He has served on a number of editorial
boards, including Schizophrenia Bulletin, Journal of Clinical
Psychiatry, Neuropsychopharmacology and Obesity. In the
public sector, he was the Chair of the Medicaid Drug Utilization
Review board for the state of Missouri from 1997‐2011.
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SAVE THE DATE
JANUARY 11, 2014
2014 Winter Wonderland Ball
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(Left to right seated) ‐ Kasey Conklin, first‐year medical student; Laurence
N. Nagle, Co‐chair, Robin Nagle, Co‐chair, June Gelb, Ira J. Gelb, M.D., and
Carlie Myers, second‐year medical student. (Standing left to right):
Hermann Piard, first‐year medical student; David J. Bjorkman, M.D.,
M.S.P.H., Dean and Executive Director of Medical Affairs, FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine; Michael T.B. Dennis, M.D., Chairman,
Advisory Board, FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine; and Sarah
Gennette, third‐year medical student.
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The Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine at Florida
Atlantic University is hosting the 2014 Winter Wonderland
Ball on Saturday, January 11, beginning at 6:30 p.m. with a
cocktail reception followed by dinner and dancing at 7:30
p.m. at the prestigious Woodfield Country Club in Boca
Raton. The medical school’s premier social event offers an
evening of gourmet dining, dancing to music with “Soul
Survivors,” an auction and outstanding entertainment. This
year, the honorees are June and Ira J. Gelb, M.D., a
renowned cardiologist and Senior Academic Advisor to the
Dean for Pre‐baccalaureate Programs, and Director Emeritus
of Cardiology in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine.
Guests at the Winter Wonderland Ball will include physician,
business and community leaders, and proceeds from the
event will benefit medical student scholarships at FAU’s
College of Medicine. Tickets are $500 each (table sponsor is
$5,000) and various levels of sponsorship and recognition
opportunities are available to support the Winter
Wonderland Ball.
For more information, please contact Gisele Galoustian,
Director of Public Affairs, at 561‐297‐2676 or
ggaloust@fau.edu or visit http://med.fau.edu/ball.
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SAVE THE DATE
JANUARY 11, 2014
Inaugural 2014 Continuing
Medical Education Seminar

For more information, please visit the Charles E. Schmidt
College of Medicine website. You may learn more by
viewing the program brochure. If you have any difficulties
registering or wish any further information, please contact
Gisele Galoustian, Director of Public Affairs, at 561‐297‐
2676 or ggaloust@fau.edu.

FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine is hosting its
Inaugural Continuing Medical Education Seminar on
Saturday, January 11, 2014 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Boca
Raton Resort and Club.
There are only have 150 seats available for this CME, and
you can register online to secure your space for this
seminar and book your room at the Boca Resort and Club.
The cost of the CME is $200 and has been planned and
implemented through the joint sponsorship of the Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine at Florida Atlantic University
and the Florida Medical Association (FMA). The FMA is
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education and has designated this live activity for
four (4.0) AMA PRA Category 1 Credits.
The course will address several major cutting‐edge issues in
clinical medicine and will feature two keynote and
internationally renowned speakers. Marc A. Pfeffer, M.D.,
Ph.D., Dzau Professor of Medicine at Harvard Medical
School, and former Interim Chair of Medicine at Brigham and
Women’s Hospital will speak on the renin‐angiotensin
aldosterone system from bench‐to‐bedside. Jeffrey Borer,
M.D., Professor of Medicine and former Chair of Medicine at
SUNY Downstate Medical Center, will speak on medical and
surgical therapies for valvular heart disease. In addition, the
CME will feature several distinguished faculty speakers from
the Charles E. Schmidt College of College of Medicine
including David J. Bjorkman, M.D., M.S.P.H., Dean and
Executive Director of Medical Affairs, who will discuss
lifestyle and pharmacologic management of peptic ulcer
disease; John W. Newcomer, M.D., Executive Vice Dean,
who will present on pharmacologic, behavioral and medical
risk management of the mentally ill; Joseph G. Ouslander,
M.D., Senior Associate Dean for Geriatric Medicine and
Interim Chair of the Integrated Medical Science Department,
who will address lifestyle and pharmacologic issues in
geriatric medicine; and Charles H. Hennekens, M.D., Dr.P.H.,
first Sir Richard Doll Professor and Senior Academic Advisor
to the Dean, who will present on emerging clinical challenges
in lipid modification in the treatment and prevention of
cardiovascular disease.

Marc A. Pfeffer, M.D.

Jeffrey Borer, M.D.

FAU College of Medicine 1 of 15 Nationally to Receive
NIH Planning Grant to Increase the Diversity of the
NIH‐funded Workforce
FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine is the only
school in Florida and 1of 15 nationally to receive a $211,000
planning grant from the National Institute On Minority
Health And Health Disparities of the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) for its NIH “Building Infrastructure Leading to
Diversity (BUILD) initiative. The main goal of NIH BUILD is to
increase the diversity of the NIH‐funded workforce to
increase enrollment of college graduates from diverse
backgrounds underrepresented in biomedical research in
graduate training. This NIH grant will support FAU’s
initiative to establish the first BUILD Consortium in Florida,
and is a planning grant in preparation for a proposal for FAU
to house a BUILD program with the goal of receiving funding
from the NIH for $1 million each year for five years.
“FAU is the most ethnically diverse institution in Florida’s
State University System and we are uniquely positioned to
establish a BUILD Consortium composed of FAU, Florida
A&M University, and our research partners, Scripps
Research Institute Florida, Torrey Pines Institute for
Molecular Studies, Max Planck Florida Institute for
Neuroscience, and Vaccine and Gene Therapy Institute
Continued on Page 4
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the Diversity of the NIH‐funded Workforce
Florida,” said Julie C. Servoss, M.D., M.P.H., Associate
Dean for Diversity, Cultural and Student Affairs and
principal investigator (PI) on the grant at FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine. “We are committed to
develop this consortium with these world‐class research
institutions to increase the diversity of doctoral scholars.”
The initial goals of the FAU BUILD Consortium are to
collect quantitative and qualitative data relevant to
student recruitment, success and retention to better
understand barriers and opportunities to higher degrees in
biomedical science and to plan strategies to strengthen
research recruitment, training and capacity.

black university, was an important opportunity to provide

MEDICAL EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS
Second‐year Student Wins First Prize for Poster at the
“2013 Future of Medicine Summit”
Second year medical student,
Lauren Spoo, claimed first prize for
her poster titled “Handling of
Genetic
Testing
Results:
A
Framework for the Dilemma of
Duties,” at the “Future of Medicine
Summit,” which took place October
10‐11 at the Kravis Center in West Palm Beach, Fla. The Summit
was chaired by Michael T.B. Dennis, M.D., Chairman of the
Advisory Board for FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine.
There were more than 45 posters displayed at “The James J.
Byrnes, M.D. Poster Symposium,” which were divided into two
categories; research and clinical vignettes. Lauren previously
won the prestigious summer “Integrated Ethics Internship” at
The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. This
program provided an introduction to clinical, research and/or
organizational ethics. Participants with a particular interest in
healthcare ethics had the opportunity to contribute to activities
and projects of the Section of Integrated Ethics at UT MD
Anderson Cancer Center. Components of the program included
clinical ethics, research ethics, organizational ethics and
academic ethics. Lauren’s winning poster was based on her
work at MD Anderson Cancer Center.
Lauren has been working under the direction of Catherine
Myser, Ph.D., Director of Ethics, Social Medicine, and Global
Health Programs in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine.

Florida A&M University and Florida Atlantic University Medical
Scholars Programs – “Advancing Medicine Through Diversity” from
left to right: Christoria H. Cowans; Dr. LeeShawn D. Thomas;
Raphaelle A. Lazarre; Dr. Barry Linger; Dr. Julie C. Servoss; Dr.
Michael J.L. Smith; Michelle N. Wilson; and Ugoma C. Onubogu.

READ MORE
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Students Strive to Improve Competency
in Medical Spanish
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Current Medical Students Benefit from Serving as
Standardized Patients During Their Undergraduate
Education and Training
Three members of the entering class of 2013 in FAU’s Charles
E. Schmidt College of Medicine previously served as
standardized patients for the College before becoming
medical students themselves. Colombe Castellucci,
Nathaniel Forman and Bradley Gonik had the opportunity to
observe their colleagues in action as future physicians, while
they posed as patients with a variety of conditions and
ailments.
“Acting as patients before we became medical students
really helped us to understand and appreciate the patient‐
physician relationship and bond,” said Colombe. “To become
a good doctor you need to be able to walk in the shoes of
your patients and that’s exactly what we were able to do as
part of our training before coming to medical school.”

Third‐year medical student Cynthia Giraldo practices Spanish with
first‐year medical student Brooke Thigpen.

Students in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine
recently participated in standardized patient exercises in
medical exam rooms in the College. This exercise provided
them with the opportunity to practice medical Spanish
with each other in order to improve caring for patients
who are unable to speak English. The Competency in
Medical Spanish Interest Group (CiMSIG) in FAU’s Charles
E. Schmidt College of Medicine is spearheaded by Daniella
Hurtado, President of CiMSIG and a second‐year medical
student, Tyler Sparks, Vice President of CiMSIG, second‐
year medical student, and Nicole Memorio, Secretary of
CiMSIG and second‐year medical student.
“Using our standardized patient format for the College of
Medicine, members of our Competency in Medical
Spanish Interest Group have the perfect platform to
practice conversational Spanish with each other in doctor
and patient scenarios,” said Mario Jacomino, M.D.,
M.P.H., Assistant Professor of Clinical Biomedical Science
in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine. “This
exercise helps to improve fluency in Spanish and moreover
enhanced care in our serving our Hispanic populations.”

Standardized patient scenarios in the College of Medicine
involve the use of individuals who are trained to portray the
roles of patients and family members to enable students to
practice exam skills, history taking skills, communication skills
Upcoming
Events
and other exercises.
Standardized
patients who volunteer
their services to FAU include members of the community and
students at the University.
“The standardized patient program is a vital foundation of
the medical course in our College,” said Mira Sarsekeyeva,
M.D., Director of the Standardized Patient Program in FAU’s
Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine. “By using volunteers
who are ‘acting’ as patients, we are able to teach our medical
a dinner,
an to
auction
andwith
an awards
ceremony.
Dr. Gelb
students
how
interact
patients,
how to listen,
howisto
beingthe
honored
antruly
esteemed
and
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andbeing
how to
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leader for FAU’s new medical school. For more
information, contact Norman Matus at 561‐302‐4655 or
Bob
Hildreth
at
561‐302‐6494
or
email
events@thefreuds.com.
Medical Students Attend American Academy of

Pediatrics Conference in Orlando
From October 26‐29, members of the Pediatric Interest
Group in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine
attended the American Academy of Pediatrics Conference,
which took place in Orlando, Fla., at the Orange County
Convention Center. During the conference, the students
participated in various presentations on topics including
sickle cell disease, herbal medications, and how to be a great
residency applicant.
Continued on Page 6
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Medical Students Attend American Academy of
Pediatrics Conference in Orlando (Continued)

Dr. Michelle Schwartz (center) works with second‐year medical
students in the College of Medicine’s Simulation Center

Second Year Medical Students Practice
Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Medicine in FAU’s
Simulation Center
(Left to right): First‐year medical student, Hermann Piard; first‐year
medical student, Nathanial Forman; second‐year medical student
Ashley Flock; first‐year medical student Stephanie Fontin; second‐year
medical student Kristen Patrick; and second‐year medical student
Nicole Memorio at the American Academy of Pediatrics conference in
Orlando.

“This conference provided a unique opportunity for our
students interested in pediatric medicine to learn and
network with physicians and residents in this field and also
interact with other medical students throughout the nation,”
said Mario Jacomino, M.D., M.P.H., Assistant Professor of
Clinical Biomedical Science in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt
College of Medicine.
The members of the Pediatric Interest Group who attended
the conference are:










Ashley Flock (second‐year student)
Stephanie Fontin (first‐year student)
Nathaniel Forman (first‐year student)
Nicole Memorio (second‐year student)
Kristen Patrick (second‐year student)
Hermann Piard (first‐year student)
Carlie Myers (second‐year student)
Jacqueline Wilneff (second‐year student)
Whitney Woodhull (second‐year student)

The organizers of the conference generously waived the
registration fee for the students to attend the meeting and
FAU’s Graduate & Professional Student Association (GPSA)
provided funds for lodging and travel.

Second‐year medical students have been learning how to
respond to various medical scenarios using high‐fidelity
mannequins in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine’s Simulation Center located in the FAU Research
Park on the Boca Raton campus.
In a recent exercise facilitated by Michelle Schwartz, M.D.,
Course Director and Assistant Professor of Clinical
Biomedical Science in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine, students received hands‐on training in
cardiovascular and pulmonary emergency situations.
“The life‐like mannequins we use in our training sessions
are programmed by a computer and have reactive pupils,
pulses, lung and heart sounds,” said Dr. Schwartz. “They
breathe, have heart tones and palpable pulses, which
provide an exceptional tool for our students to learn
techniques such as how to treat arrhythmias, when to place
chest tubes, and other procedures.”
The training sessions, which last about 45 minutes each,
also enable students to learn how to get a patient history,
assess the patient’s vital signs, blood pressure and EKG, and
observe changes in the status of the patient from normal to
abnormal. During the cardiovascular and pulmonary
exercises, students were given different scenarios with the
chief complaint of shortness of breath and chest pain.
“The best part of our simulation exercises is that we can
actually change how the patient responds based on how
well the student assesses and addresses the situation,” said
Dr. Schwartz. “This real‐time experience provides invaluable
immediate feedback for the students.”
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“I know that with my determination and Dr. V.J.’s support, I
will excel in the sciences producing noteworthy publications
and contributions to scientific knowledge,” said Stephania. “I
feel that by pursuing a doctorate in tumor biology I can gain
knowledge of diseases and their etiology so that one day I can
share this information with the underserved community and
aid in the fight against breast cancer by developing
translational research that can be developed into new, safer,
and more effective therapies against breast cancer.”

Faculty Spotlights
Stephania Libreros (left) and Dr. Vijaya Iragavarapu‐
Charyulu with their poster at the Society for Leukocyte
Biology in Vancouver, Canada

Stephania Libreros, a Ph.D. student working together with
Vijaya Iragavarapu‐Charyulu, Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Biomedical Science in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine, recently received a competitive “Research
Supplement to Promote Diversity in Health‐Related
Research” grant from the National Institutes of Health
(NIH) in the amount of $106,277.
“The NIH recognizes that there is a unique and
compelling need to promote diversity in the biomedical,
behavioral, clinical and social sciences workforce,” said
Dr. Iragavarapu‐Charyulu. “Stephania is talented scientist
with research interests to study the immune response to
tumors and how alterations in gene expression of tumor
derived factors contribute to metastasis.”
Stephania’s academic training and research experience
have provided her with a background in molecular cell
biology, immunology and tumor biology. Her studies in
Dr. Iragavarapu‐Charyulu’s laboratory resulted in a
publication in the International Journal of Cancer as a
primary author and as a co‐author in other papers.
Stephania and Dr. Iragavarapu‐Charyulu have been
working on a project focused on the recurrent rate of
breast cancer metastasis in patients with asthma.
Inflammation is known to affect tumor growth, and they
have identified a specific gene product that is implicated
in inflammatory disease such as asthma and cancer.
Recent studies estimate that the rate of recurrent
metastasis of breast cancer is twice as high in patients with
asthma
compared
to
those without
asthma.

Marc Kantorow, Ph.D., Appointed
Director of Graduate Programs
Marc Kantorow, Ph.D., Professor of Biomedical Science, was
recently appointed as the Director of Graduate Programs for
the Department of Biomedical Science in FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine. The graduate program in the
College of Medicine is a key component of the medical school,
supporting peer‐reviewed independent investigation, high‐
quality scientific inquiry and intellectual challenge.
“We are grateful to Dr. Keith Brew, Chair of the Department
of Biomedical Science and Professor of Biomedical Science,
for his outstanding service and contributions in building our
graduate studies program to date,” said John W. Newcomer,
M.D., Executive Vice Dean in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt College
of Medicine.
Dr. Brew worked to establish a successful Ph.D. degree in
Integrative Biology, now a University‐wide program
administered by the Charles E. College of Science in
collaboration with the College of Medicine, as well as other
FAU Colleges and affiliated institutions including The Scripps
Continued on Page 8
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Faculty Spotlights
Continued
Marc Kantorow, Ph.D., Appointed Director of
Graduate Programs (Continued)
Research Institute Florida, Max Planck Florida Institute for
Neuroscience and Torrey Pines Institute for Molecular
Studies. The FAU Integrative Biology Ph.D. program places
approximately 50 percent of students in College of
Medicine laboratories, based on faculty strengths in
molecular, cellular and developmental biology
and neuroscience. The College of Medicine also offers a
Master’s Degree in Biomedical Science, including thesis
and non‐thesis options.
“As we continue to grow our programs in graduate
studies, Dr. Kantorow’s experience, knowledge and
expertise will help to lead new efforts to update and
revise the curriculum, as well as to attract and retain
highly qualified students,” said Dr. Newcomer.

Congratulations to Massimo
Caputi, Ph.D., Associate
Professor of Biomedical
Science in FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine
on recently joining the
editorial boards of The
Journal of Virology and PLOS
ONE.

Congratulations
to
Jason
Goldman,
M.D.,
Affiliate
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Biomedical Science in FAU’s
Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine on recently receiving
the prestigious “Internist of the
Year” award from the Florida
Chapter of the American College of Physicians. Dr.
Goldman is a Diplomate of the American Board of
Internal Medicine and has been in private practice since
2002.

Congratulations to Lindsey C.
Henson, M.D., Ph.D., Vice Dean for
Medical Education and Student
Affairs in FAU’s Charles E. Schmidt
College of Medicine on receiving
the Student Organization Advisor of
the Year Award, which was
presented at the 2013 Owl Awards
on November 8 at the Eleanor R.
Baldwin House on the Boca Raton
Campus.

Congratulations to Richard J.
Macchia,
M.D.,
Affiliate
Assistant Professor in FAU’s
Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine on receiving the “2013
Distinguished
Contribution
Award” from the American
Urologic Association (AUA) for
his dedication to urologic
education and career development of medical students and
urology residents. This award is presented annually to
individuals who have made outstanding contributions to the
science and practice of urology. Dr. Macchia is a faculty
member in the Glickman Urological and Kidney Institute at
Cleveland Clinic Florida; SUNY Distinguished Teaching
Professor, SUNY Downstate College of Medicine; and
Chairman Emeritus, Department of Urology, SUNY
Downstate College of Medicine.

Congratulations to Dahlia McCoy,
M.D., Affiliate Assistant Professor of
Clinical Biomedical Science and
member
of
the
Admissions
Committee in FAU’s Charles E.
Schmidt College of Medicine on
receiving the prestigious “Hispanic
Women of Distinction” award. This
award pays tribute to Latina
professionals who are strengthening the social fabric of this
country and making inroads in the leadership for a
growingly diverse America. Dr. McCoy is a Fellow of the
American Academy of Family Practice and a Diplomate of
the American Board of Family Medicine in the Department
of Family Medicine at Cleveland Clinic Florida.
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Faculty Spotlights
Continued
Congratulations
to
Stefan
Pasternack,
M.D.,
Affiliate
Assistant Professor in FAU’s
Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine on being appointed a
Teaching Analyst at the Florida
Psychoanalytic
Institute
and
teaching a class there on October
6, 2013. Dr. Pasternack is in
private practice of individual psychotherapy, psychoanalysis
and general psychiatry. He is the Chair of the Psychotherapy
Committee of the Florida Psychiatric Society and has made
presentations to the Ruth Rales Jewish Family Services in Boca
Raton and the Palm Beach County Medical Society. He has an
upcoming presentation on December 10 to the Rotary Club of
West Palm Beach.

Congratulations to Julie C. Servoss,
M.D., M.P.H., Associate Dean for
Diversity, Cultural and Student
Affairs and Associate Professor of
Clinical Biomedical Science in FAU’s
Charles E. Schmidt College of
Medicine on receiving a $100,000
grant from the Quantum Foundation
for the Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine’s Healthcare
Careers Outreach Program (HCOP). HCOP, a program for
underserved and underrepresented middle and high school
students, is designed to increase interest in the health
sciences and careers in medicine and to mentor and prepare
students to successfully compete at the highest levels of
college and post‐graduate studies.

Employees on the Move


Congratulations to Debbie Bradley on her recent
promotion to Assistant Director, Facility Operations.
Debbie is located in BC‐71, Room 328C and can be
reached at 561.297.2503 or dbradley@fau.edu.



Congratulations to Diane Fitz on her recent
promotion to Director of Graduate Medical
Education. Diane is located in BC‐71, Room 340 and
can be reached at 561.297.4241 or fitzd@fau.edu.



Congratulations to Gisele Galoustian on her recent
promotion to Director of Public Affairs. Gisele is
located in PS‐55, Room 358A and can be reached at
561.297.2676 or ggaloust@fau.edu.



Congratulations to Elizabeth “Liz” Needelman on her
promotion to Coordinator of Administrative
Services. Liz is located in BC‐71, Room 335A and can
be reached at 561.297.3938 or eneedelm@fau.edu.



Congratulations to Julie Sivigny on her promotion
and new position as Internal Medicine Residency
Program Coordinator. Julie can be reached at
561.955.5365 or jsivigny@fau.edu.

HOLIDAY TOY AND CLOTHING DRIVE TO BENEFIT
THE DELRAY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
The Pediatric Interest Group is having a Toy and
Clothing Drive for the Delray Department of
Health. The items that they collect for the DOH
will be given to families during the holidays.
They will be collecting the toys and clothing until
the beginning of December to allow enough time
to deliver the items before the holidays.
Donations can be placed in a box located in Dr.
Mario Jacomino’s office in Building 71 or one of
the student lounges. If you do not have time to
get to the store, but would still like to donate,
they will accept cash donations and provide you
with a receipt. If you have any questions, please
contact Nicole Memorio, Pediatric Interest
Group Vice President, at nmemorio@fau.edu.

Page 10

Bulletin

Welcome New Employees




Benjamin Bensadon, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant
Professor of Clinical Biomedical Science
Office Location: Bldg. 55, Room 361
Telephone: 561.297.2578
Email Address: bbensadon@fau.edu
Anthony Dardano, Jr., D.O.
Associate Professor of Clinical Biomedical Science
and Founding Program Director of the FAU
General Surgery Residency
Email Address: anthonydardanojr@fau.edu



Patricia Nardoza, Medical Education Specialist
Office Location: Bldg. 71/ Room 135A
Telephone: 561.297.0988
Email Address: pnardoza@fau.edu



Rebecca Radzivill
Clinical Research Coordinator
Office Location: Bldg. 71, Room 322A
Phone: 561.297.2185
Email Address: rradzivill@fau.edu



Matthew Relyea
Graduate Medical Education Academic
Program Specialist
Office Location: Bldg. 71, Room 335
Phone: 561.297.4533
Email Address: mrelyea@fau.edu



Marion Webster, M.D.
Assistant Professor of Clinical Biomedical Science

November 28 and 29 ‐ FAU closed in observance of
Thanksgiving
Tuesday, December 10 – Grand Rounds at Boca Raton
Regional Hospital with Stephen Steinberg, M.D., titled
“Barrett’s Esophagus, Then and Now.” Registration and
Breakfast from 6:30 to 7 a.m., followed by the lecture
from 7 to 8 am. in the Dawson Theater, BRRH. For more
information contact, Rana Dole at rdole@brrh.com.

Tuesday, December 17, 1 to 4 p.m. – Opening of the
exhibit “Deadly Medicine: Creating the Master Race”
(exhibit runs from December 17, 2013, to February 15,
2014 in the Schmidt Center Gallery). A traveling exhibition
produced by the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum and presented at Florida Atlantic University in
conjunction with the Center for Holocaust and Human
Rights Education, Charles E. Schmidt College of Medicine
and the Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and Letters.
From 1933 to 1945, Nazi Germany carried out a campaign
to “cleanse” German society of people viewed as
biological threats to the nation’s “health.” Enlisting the
help of physicians and medically trained geneticists,
psychiatrists, and anthropologists, the Nazis developed
racial health policies that started with the mass
sterilization of “hereditarily diseased” persons and ended
with the near annihilation of European Jewry. Deadly
Medicine: Creating the Master Race traces this history
from the early 20th‐century international eugenics
movement to the Nazi regime’s “science of race.” It also
challenges viewers to reflect on the present‐day interest
in genetic manipulation that promotes the possibility of
human perfection. For more information, contact Polly
Burks at 561.297.2595 or email pburks@fau.edu.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Tuesday, November 26 ‐

4‐5 p.m., “Top‐down
influences in visual cortex,” presented by Dr. Won Mok
Shim, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire.
Engineering East Building 96, Room EE106. For more
information contact Dr. Janet Blanks, blanks@fau.edu.

FAU will be closed on December 24, 2013 and
will re‐open on January 2, 2014.

