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Results of the Vladivostok Conference 
by EARL BROWDER 

IN the city of Vladivostok, on the Pacific 

Coast of the Soviet Union, ~he delegates 
from the trade unions of the various coun
tries of the Pacific gathered to attend the 
Secqncl Pan-Pacific Trade Union Confer
ence, from August 15th to 21st, 1929. 
Whereas the first f ounclation Conference was 
held in Hankow, China, in May, 192 7, dur
ing the period of the breakup of the "Left" 
Kuomintang Government and the treachery 
of the Chinese bourgeoisie, the Second Con
£ erence met in the shadow of war-beginnings 
along the Manchurian border, the seizure of 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, marking the 
development of the Kuomintang into the 
instrument of war by world imperiali~m 

against the Soviet Union. 

The closing of the Manchurian border by 
the war developments left its mark upon 
our Conference in many ways. First, it 
enormously increased the political importance 
of the work of the Conference, which had 
placed as its first order of business the ques
tion of struggle against imperialist war. Sec
ondly, it made impossible the arrival at Vlad
ivostok of about half of the elected dele
gates, thus cutting clown the organizational 
base of the gathering, while enhancing its 
political importance. Thirdly, it caused a 
shortening of the agenda, and the concentra
tion of the attention of the Conference above 
all upon the struggle against war. 

In this issue of the "Pan-Pacific Monthly" 

begins the publication of the Report of the 

Conference in Vladivostok. It is necessary 

here to explain, however, that another section 
of the Pan-Pacific Conference, composed of 
delegates who had not been able to come 
through Manchuria or Japan, were holding 
their sessions in Shanghai, evading the sup
pression of the police of the International 
Settlement and the Kuomintang. The report 
of the Shanghai section of the Conference 

is not yet available. It is known, however, 
that it was attended by delegates from the 
Japanese Council of Trade Unions (Kyogi
kai) ; the All-China Labor Federation; the 
Philippine Proletarian Labor Congress; the 
Indonesian Federation of Labor (all these 
had delegates also in Vladivostok); and the 
Philippine-Chinese Labor Association, as well 
as the Nanyang (Malayan) Federation of 
Labor which, from its center in Singapore 
(in Straits Settlements), federates the labor 
movement of Sumatra, Borneo, New Guinea, 
Celebes, Malay Peninsula, Bu~ina, Siam and 
Indo-China, and which was represented for 
the first time in a Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
meeting. The only important section of the 
Pacific which was not represented either in 
Vladivostok or Shanghai, was India, where 
all the militant leaders have been imprisoned 
and are now being tried for -"sedition" by 
the "Labor" Government of MacDonald & 
Co., who continue the imperialist policy of 
the Baldwin-Tory Government. 

The Australian delegation, having been 
turned back in Japan by police, who would 
not allow them to go on to Vladivostok, and 
who thereby were delayed waiting .for a direct 
boat from Shanghai, arrived in Vladivostok 
the day after the conclusion of the Confer
ence. They m.et with the newly-elected Sec
retariat, however, through which they issued 
?- declaration approving all the work of the 
·Conference; they later, in a series of meet
ings and discussions with the Secretariat, 
worked out two resolutions dealing with Aus
tralian problems, one ref erring to the neces
sity of struggle against arbitration, and the 
other to the general tasks of the Australian 

labor government. Both resolutions are print

ed in this issue of the magazine, and take 

on additional interest and importance in the 

light of the recent Australian elections, in 

which the Labor Party acquired office on 
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the issue of fighting for the Federal Arbitra
tion Law which is denounced in the resolu
tion adopted by the P. P. T. U. S. 

These meetings of the P. P. T. U. S., 
like all of those which .have gone before, 
witnesses a widening of the affiliated basis 
of the organization, as well as its further 
consolidation. The first Con£ erence united 
the revolutionary labor federations of China, 
Japan, Korea, Indonesia, together with the 
trade unions of the Soviet Union, and re
volutionary unions in the imperialist coun
tries, England, France and the U. S. ·A. 
The Secretariat plenary sessions during 1928 
brought the added active participation of the 
Australian and Filipino trade union move
ments. The 1929 Conferences brought the 
affiliation of the extremely important Nany
ang Federation above-mentioned. Organiza
tions in New Zealand and Canada support 
the P. P. T. U. S., but have not been repre
sented in its meetings. The new Latin
American T. U. Federation is fraternally 
allied to the P. P. T. U. S. 

In the f ace of the war-provocations of the 
Chinese militarist tools of imperialism, the 
delegations of the Chinese and Soviet Union 
trade unions issued a joint declaration through · 
the Con£ erence to . the workers of the world, 
in which they reaffirmed the undying unity 
of interest and purpose of the toiling masses 
of the two _countries, denounced the counter 
revolutionary Kuomintang hangmen of the 
Chinese masses, and called for the de£ eat 
and overthrow of the militarists and the 
De£ ense of the Soviet Union. The delega
tions from the imperialist countries (Britain, 
Japan, U. S. A., and France) also issued a 
declaration, which pointed out the role of 
imperialist governments in instigating the 
war provocations, and calling upon the 
workers in the imperialist countries to mobil
ize . for the struggle against war, for the de
feat of "their own" imperialists. In these 
two examples of the spirit and attitude of 
the Pan-Pacific Conference we have a 
m·easure of the wide chasm which separates 
the P. P. T. U. S. and the revolutionary 
working classes which it unites, on the one 
hand, from the reformistlackeys of imperial-

ism in the Second and Amsterdam I n ter
nationals, on the other hand, who are actively 
supporting and carrying through (Germany 
and Great Britain) the imperialist war pre
parations against the Soviet Union. 

The resolution of the Conference on the 
struggle against war is a call for mass 
mobilization of all the oppressed, as well as 
a practical guide-book for the conduct of 
the struggle. 

The conference further performed 
pioneer and invaluable work on the economic 
problems of the workers of the Pacific area. 
The questions of child labor, and of women 
and youth labor, which occupy such a prom
inent place especially in China and India, 
were given the ~ost serious examination, 
and resolutions were adopted which will 
bring the workers' struggle on these issues 
to a new high level of consciousness and 
efFectiveness. 

The Con£ erence further elaborated the 
Program of Action adopted at the first C on
£ erence in Hankow. This document, prin ted 
elsewhere in this magazine, is the common 
program of the millions of organized w ork
ers in the Far East, as well as of the revolu
tionary workers in the imperialist countries. 
For the workers of the Soviet Union it is> 
of course, a program of accomplished things, 
from the basis of which they are proceeding 
to further new achievements. 

An especially important role in the C on
£ erence was played by the report of the 
delegation of the Soviet Union, on "The 
Role of the Soviet Trade Unions in Socialist 
Construction," delivered by Com. Avdeyeva. 
This report was the result of a special mo-

-tion brought J orward by the Chinese and 
Filipino delegatees at the Third Plenum of 
the P. P. T. U. S. in Shanghai last year. 
It answered the innumerable questions w hich 
are constantly being asked by the workers, 
who want details of just what is going on 
in the Soviet Union, how the trade unions 
work there, what does the construction of 
socialism mean concretely for the working 
class which is carrying forward this great 
task. The report aroused the greatest enthus
iasm on the part of the assembled delegates, 
and is being published in a special booklet 
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for w ide distribution by the affiliated organ
izations. 

T he Conference marked the definite 
establishment of the P. P. T. U. S. as the 
organ of international solidarity of the 

·workers of the Pacific. In spite of terrific 
police terror; in spite of reformist intrigues 
supported by the imperialists; in spite of the 
natural obstacles of dozens of different 
languages and tremendous distances to over
come; in spite of a thousand difficulties, the 
P. P. T. U. S. has reached the organized 
and unorganized workers of all the Pacific 
countries, given them a comm:on center of 
information and action, worked out a com
mon program, and begun the practical work 
of carrying it into life. The very existence 
of this organization, unique in the history 
of labor, is an achievement of historic 
importance. 

At the Conference was laid down the 
basis for new extensions of the work of the 
P. P . T. U. S. Not only will the PAN
PACIFIC MoNTHLY be continued and im
proved; the "Far Eastern Bulletin" issued 
from Shanghai will be further developed; 
the Australian edition of the "Pan-Pacific 
Vl orker," which · has played such an im-· 
portant role in that country, will be improved 
and extended; but more important than all, 

the hitherto irregular publication of the P. 
P. T. U. S. materials in the various native 
languages of the Paciific will be regularized 
and made perm'anent, at least in the Japanese, 
Chinese and Korean languages. In the 
Philippines, the existing papers in the Taga
log language are already doing excellent 
service in making the work of the P. P. T. 
U. S. available to the masses of workers. 

In addition to the periodical publications, 
the P. P. T. U. S. is beginning the publica
tion of brochures on the most important 
problems of the Pacific movement and its 
various sections. 

By means of this wide development of 
publishing activities, we are secured with the 
guarantee that the work of the P: P. T. U. 
S. will not remain within the narrow con
fines of a few leaders, but will be infused 
into the mass movement, directing it in its 
stormy growth and guiding it toward the 
most effective tactics and strategy in the 
struggle against imp-erialist exploitation. 

The Second Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Conference has done its work. Now the 
results of this work must be distributed to 
every country, made known to the widest 
masses, and become the guiding factor in 
the most intimate, everyday life of every 
working-class organization in the Pacific. 
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Report of the Second Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Conference 

Vladivostok, August 15-21, 1929 

Speech of Comrade Browder) in Opening the Second Pan-Pacific- T.U. Conference 

COMRADES : 

In opening the Second Conference of the 
Pacific Trade Unions, we should pause for 
a moment in memory of the many victims 
of the struggle against imperialism, who, 
since our First Conference two years ago 
have heroically given their lives for our com
mon struggle. In Japan, 
in Korea, in India, in In- 
donesia, and especially in 
China- many tens of 
thousands of the best 
working - class fighters 
have been exterminated, 
murdered in cold blood 
by the imperialists and 
their native agents, and 
more thousands are in 
prison or are deported to 
desert islands which are 
worse than prisons. 

Among our thousands 
of martyrs, we have es
pecially to mention two 
of the Chinese delegates 
to our First Conference: 

murdered by Chiang Kai-shek, C omrade 
Chen F o-tah being first arrested by the Brit
ish in Shanghai and turned over by them 
to the militarists. Another whom we must 
mention is Comrade Watanabe, one of the 
founders of Japanese trade union movement, 

Comrade Chen F o-tah, 
w h o represented the 
Shanghai General La-

EARL BROWDER 

w h o was coming to 
Shanghai to attend the 
Third Plenum of the 
PPTUS, when he wa:, 
assassinated by the J ap
anese police. It is neces
sary to recall · the vile 
murder of Comrade Ya
mamoto, who was repre
senting the revolutionary 
J apanese workers in the 
Diet, and whose death is 
a symbol of that semi
fascist, semi-feudal reg
ime by which J apanese 
imperialism maintains it
self . And we must call 
to m emory the brutal 
electrocution of Sacco 
and Vanzetti in the U ni
ted States of America, 
w hich forever put an • bor Union and the Sea

m en's Union, and Wong 
H o Po, who represented 

General Secretary, Pan-Pacific Trade Union end to American preten-
Secretariat sions that its bourgeois 

the Chinese Railwaymen's Union, and was 
placed upon the PPTUS as one of the Chin-
ese r epresentatives; both these comrades wen~ 

democracy is essentially 
any different from the rule of a Chinese 
militarist. And finally we have to record 
with deep sorrow the loss of the Chairman 
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of the Pan-Pacific TU Secretariat, Comrade 

Sou-Chao-jen, whose services to the Chinese 

and international labor movement are well 

known to all of you, and whose untimely 

death was the result of the enormous strain 

imposed upon him by his tireless underground 

work establishing the illegal trade unions. 

Pledging this Conference to continue the 

w c.rl.::, in the sa me spirit in which these mar

tyrs gave their lives, let us stand for a mo

ment in honor of their memory. 

At the moment in which we are meeting, 

the danger of Imperialist War has assumed 

very definite, concrete form. The violent 

seizure of the Chinese Eas.tern Railway by 

the Chinese militarists, inspired by their mas

ters, the imperialists of Britain, Japan, 

France, and the United States, can only be 

considered a direct provocation of war. Its 

purpose is clear--it is the beginning of the 

long-planned effort of intern<~.tional imper

ialism to crush the Soviet Union. At the same 

time the imperialist rivalries among them

selves, especially between England and 

America, are reaching the point of an at

tempt at solution by war. The whole world 

stands on the brink of a new world slaught

er, more destructive, than the late world 

war. 

It is clear that we did not exaggerate the 

situation when we said, in our Call for this 

Conference, issued last October, that this 

will probably be the .final opportunity for 

the Pacific trade unions to confer together 

and formulate their common programme be

f ore the outbreak of war. Indeed, the war 

moves in Manchuria, have anticipated our 

conference, and by closing the frontiers, 

have kept away from our gathering a large 

majority of the delegates who were elected. 

From Japan only 3 of the 10 elected have 

been able to reach Vladivostok! from China, 

only 5 out of 12; from the Philippines only 

1 out of 6; the entire Australian delegation, 

after travelling for 5 weeks, reached Japan, 

only a few hundred miles away, only to be 

turned back by the J apanese police. The 

delegates from Korea, Formosa, Singapore, 

and Indonesia, with one exception, have all 

been prevented from reaching Vladivostok by 

the war provocq.teurs and by the imperialist 

police. Only a fraction of our Congress has 

been able to come together, including dele

gates from eight countries. 

These events have enormously increased 

the difficulties of our work. At the same 

time, however, they serve to emphasize the 

importance of this Conference and the whole 

work of the PPTUS. The events which 

have reduced the size of our Congress, have 

increased the necessity of its work, and make 

it more than ever imperative that the whole 

Pan Pacific trade union movement increase 

its act1v1t1es by tenfold. Our struggle 

against imperialist war preparations, organiz

ed at our First Conference, will soon have 

to enter the new stage of struggle against the 

imperialist war in progress, in transforming 

it into a civil war of the oppressed classes 

and peoples. The problems of this struggle 

against war and imperialism becomes the 

whole centre of our work at this gathering! 

And just as the main objective of the im

perialists is the crushing of the Soviet Union, 

just so the central point of working class 

policy, recognizing the Soviet Union as the 

only fatherland of the oppressed of the 

world, must be the slogan "Defend the So

viet Union"; "Down with the warmakers". 

When our first Conference met at Han

~kow, China, more than two years ago, the: 

first great wave of the Chinese Revolutiofl' . 

was at its height. Our Conference then was 

welcomed by a representative of the Wuhan 

"Left" Kuomintang Government, with the 

slogan "Long live the World Revolution." 

But within two months this treasonable 

"left" petty bourgeoisie has not only for got

ten the world revolution, but had openly 

surrendered the Chinese revolution to the 

counter-revolution of Chiang Kai-shek. But 

the temporary defeat of the Chinese Revolu

tion by the combined forces of feudal bour

geoisi e imperialist reaction, has at the same 

time profoundly hastened the maturing of 

the colonial liberation m ovement in all lands, 

the separation of the revolutionary masses 

from bourgeios leadership, the consolidation 

of class trade unions and Commlunist Parties: 

in the various countries. In India, Indonesia> 
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Philippines and the other colonial countries 
of the East, the masses are already mobiliz
ing their forces independently of the nation-
al-reformist bourgeoisie, so that when the 
coming new revolutionary wave rises, it will 
n o more have bourgeois traitors at its head, 
but true revolutionary workers and peasants, 
the only guarantee f or the defeat of im
perialism and the liberation of the oppressed. 

The reign of reaction throughout the East, 
the offensive of Imperialism and its native 
t ools against the labor movement of all lands, 
and against the national liberation movement, 
has made extremely difficult the maintenance 
and development of the work of the PP
TUS. Never before in trade union history 
has . a practical attempt been made to cope 
wi th such complications and difficult prob
lems over such a tremendous territorial area, 
such as the task set itself by the PPTUS. 
\Vi th our principal fi elds of work separated 
f r om one another by one t o five thousand 
miles, m ost of them under the rigid rule of 
imperialist police or native white terror, with 
the m ost extreme diversity of econ omic con
ditions, nationality and race, with trade 
unions in most countries young and inex
perienced, without any established traditions 
of international connections and action , it 
can truly be said that our tasks are collossal. 

But in beginning our w ork at this C on
gress, we must say that in the last two years 
a r eal foundation has been laid, w hich will 
be a permanent contribution to the history 
of the w orking class of the world. W ith all 
our shortcomings and w eaknesses-to w hich 
we do not shut our eyes, and to which we 
m ust direct the most severe self-criticism
jn spite of all the Pan P acific _L abor M ove-
1nent has been forging ahead. Where a f ew 
short years ago there w as complete isolation 

of the labor movement of each country, and 
in most countries the silence of the yet-to
be-born, there is now a vigorous rising, fight
ing trade union movement, a gathering army 

1 

of proletarians · with class conscious leader
ship, national organization functioning as 
units of an internationally organized move
ment. This is an achieyement of which we 
may justly be proud, and which should give 
us high courage for the next period of work 
and struggle into which we are now enter
mg. 

F or the delegates from other countrie.s 
who are here in the Soviet Union, and f or 
the workers whom they represent, one of the 
most important functions of this Confer
ence, is to hear the report on the work of the 
Trade Unions of the Soviet Union, and 
their part in the t remendous achievements of 
socialist construction. Even with the meagre 
knowledge which the workers of the Pacifi c 
lands have been -able to gain about the Soviet 
U n ion it stands out _ as a lighthouse of the 
working class m ovement, showing them the 
way and inspiring them · for the struggle. 
T here is the most intense thirst f or m ore 
knowledge about the Soviet Union among 
these workers, f or m ore details of the g reat 
new society which is being built here. The 
know ledge of these m atters w hich will be 
gained by the delegates here, and taken back 
to their own countries, w ill strengthen the 
whole movem ent, increase its fighting spirit, 
and deepen and w iden the forces consciously 
fighting for the D ef ense of the USSR, and 
f or the international revolution. 

C om rades, w ith these introductory re
m arks, I declare the Second Conference of 
the Trade U nions of the 'P acifi c is now 
opened. 
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Greetings to Vv]"orkers of Soviet Union 
After many speeches of gre~~tings hy d elegations from the R ed Army, from Trade 

Unions of Vladivostok, and from organizations of Chinese, J apanese, and K oreans, which 
will he publisher later, the fint session of the C onf erence closed with the adoption of the 
following manif esto of greetings to the working class of the Soviet Union, of China, and 
of all Lands, f or the D ef ense of the Soviet Union . 

Smash the Chinese \ iV ar-Mongers! Rally to 
The Defence of the U.S.S.R,! 

To the Workers of the USSR, the Toilers of 
China, to the Workers of All Lands! 

J N opening its deliberations, the Second 
Pan-Pacific Trade Union Conference 

sends warmest fraternal greetings to the 
world's workers and expresses its solidarity 
with the working class of the colonies and 
serni-colonies and with the victorious prole
tariat of the Great Republic: of Labor. 

M eeting at this Conference from all parts 
of the Pacific, it is with the greatest interest 
that we delegates have been following up 
the struggle waged by the toiling masses of 
the Soviet Union and are studying the im
mense work that has already been accomp
lished by the proletariat of the USSR. In 
the imperialist countries the bourgeois press 
disseminates its . lies ·about the Soviet Union. 
l\1any of us have put faith in these stories, 
believed them until we had the opportunity 
to see what is going on in your country, the 
land of the Soviets. When we examine the 
intensive activities and the tremendous work 
of construction being carried out in the 
USSR, we realize the reason for the fierce 
hatred felt by the ruling classes towards your 
'V\T orkers' Republic and understand the reason 

. for, and the sources of, the endless stream 
of lies about the Soviet Republic. 

We delegates would not be ped orming 
our duty as workers if, on this openirig day 
of the Second Pan-Pacific Trade Union Con
ference, we were not to voice our strong 

our working class duty if we were not to 
enter our determined protest against the 
shameless policy that imperialist P owers are 
following in thus driving on the Chinese 
militarists in the hope of reaping some ad 
vantages for themselves from a Soviet-

protest against the acts of provocation against ~=== 
the USSR undertaken by the venal military 
caste of China, and to state that we are one 
and all in favor of defending your free 
Socialist Republic. \V e would be betraying 

R eprf'Sentati-ve of t!te So·viet Air Fleet presenting 
to the PPTUS Conference a sou-venir in Commem
oration of tlze Conference. Comrade Sidin (Indo-

nesian d elegate) to t!te ·1·ight. 
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Chinese conflict. We are aware that behind 
these mercenary Chinese generals stand the 
diplomacy and militarism of Britain, Amer
ica, Japan and France. We know, too, that 
the workers of these countries have had no 
part in this disgraceful act of provocation, 
that the toilers do not want to see any 
sharpening of the present Soviet-Chinese dis
pute, nor, indeed, ~ny clashes whatever be
tween the nations. 

On behalf of the toiling people of all the 
Pacific countries we declare our fraternal 
solidarity with you, the workers and toiling 
peasants of the Soviet Republic. And in ex
pressing our solidarity with you and with the 
toilers the world round, we declare: Always 
and everywhere we will be with you, workers 
of Soviet Russia, will move forward shoulder 
to shoulder with the class-conscious workers 

of the world-in the struggle against the 
Chinese militarists, in combatting imperialist 
war, in working to promote the industrializa
tion of the Soviet Union, in fighting for the 
independence of the colonial and semi-col
onial peoples, in resisting the White Terror 
and the persecution of the workers, in op
posing imperialism, and in fighting to ad
vance the workers' and peasants' revolution 
in China and India. · 

Away with the war-mongers! No Jm-
perialist war! 

Sweep out the Chinese militarists! Put 
an end to their oppression of China's toiling 
millions! 

Forward, workers of Soviet Russia! 

Long live the international solidarity of 
the working class! 
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On the Struggle Against War 
The second) third) and fo~;trth sessions w :.:re de.yoted to the reports on the tasks of the 

Trade Unions of the Pacific Countries .in the struggle against ~ar and imperiaLism deLiver
ed by Comrades Losovsky (U.S.S.R.) and T ing 'Fai-yeh ( China)~ . Comrade L osovsky )s 
report falLows: . . 

COMRADES! 
'rhe fight against w~r and imperialism is 

one of the most important tasks of the work
ing classes of the whole world . Moreover, 
it is one of the most important ta~k~ qf the 
trade unions of all countries, and, o-f course, 
also of the trade unions on the Pacific Coast, 

In the course of my speech I shall direct 
your _ attention to the regions along the coast 
of the Pacific Ocean and to the conflicting 
interests of the Imp~r ialist Powers which 
threaten to call forth a new imperialist 
world war in this regi on. I shall begin with 
the statement, easily understood by every
body, th-at th e struggle for supremacy on the 
Pacific is only a part of the struggle that the 
imperialists are waging f or supremacy the 
w orld over. I shall try to analyze the 
causes of those gigantic struggles that are 
threatening the P acific and the roots of 
th ose conflicting interests that are causing . the 
biggest imperialist powers to clash, and f orce 
the workers of all countries to focus their 
attention on th e problem of the approaching 
bloodbath. 

~[he chief c;ause f or this clash of interests 
is the f act, that the richest colonial and 
semi-colonial countries are situated along the 
coast of th e P acific, the exploitation of 
which is the most essential condition for ·the 
further existence of the imperialist powers. 

'rhe greater part of humanity lives on the 
islands and continents surrounding the Pa
cific. Here we have India and China; here 
w e have countries with a smaller population 
th an these two giants, but of trem endous im
portance, e. g., the Indian Archipelago, 
Indo-China, the sm all peninsulas, th e Phi
lippine · Islands, and the numerous sm all 
islands the exploitation of which is the most 

important factor for the survival of imperial
ISm. 'rhus we ·nnd the causes of the con
flicting interests and the approaching war in 
the P acific explained by the · f act .that all 
over the coast of the P acific Ocean are situat
ed a great number of countries, the exploita
tion of which has for ages been the most im
portant profession or, one might say, the 
finest specialty of the ruling classes of the 
old capitalist countries. 

The most outstanding fact of the present 
m'oment is that world imperialism a fter the 
shock of the imperialist world war, having 
recovered in certain of its sections and, hav
ing re-established by capitalist rationalization 
its industi-ial pro~uctive machinery-·· is·· again 
begirining to sw atnp the world with a . tre
m endOLrs ani.ouht of prodl.tcts which the 
world rriarh~t is :'absolutely unable to absorb. 
H ence the struggle f or new markets, for the 
elim.in'ation of c:ompetitors and for the oc-

. cupation of old markets is inevitable for all 
capitalist countries. This · struggle f o'r m ar
kets definitely characterizes the whole policy 
of th e biggest imperialist pow ers _ of the 
present day. 

The endeavor to push their goods into 
countries where they might find ready pur
chasers on the one hand, and on the other 
hand the chase after cheap labor, the hunt 
for countries with tremendous stocks of raw 
m.a terials, the hunt for oil, . rubber, cotton, 
etc.-all these f acts compel the old capitalist 
countri es to strain their power to th e utmost 
in ord er to peneti·ate into the countries of the 
Pacific. All this compels them to use m eth
ods and take such actions in dealing wi th the 
colonies and their competitors that would as
sure victory to the strongest of the powers. 
There is one more very important- fact that 
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stimulates the imperialist countries to pene
trate into the colonial countries. It is the 
extreme cheapness of labor; labor that may 
he used to further the interests of the ruling 
class, labor that in connection with up-to
date technique gives the possibility to sharpen 
competition on the world markets. 

A very interesting process of penetration 
of up-to-date technique into China, India 
and several other countries has been taking 
place for the last few years. 

'The building of large ·factories, e.g. tex
tile mills in India and China, jute mills in 
India, the vast rubber plantations in Indo
China, in the Indian Archipelago etc., where 
up-to-date technique combined with cheap 
labor' bordering on slavery leads to unheard
of exploitation, give as much as 1000 percent 
profit. There is, at last, one more import
ant stimulus for the capitalist powers to pene
trate into these countries, namely the draft
ing of colored soldiers into their armies for 
the carrying on of their internal and external 
wars. It is well-known that durina- the 

b 

world war England and France successfully 
used colored soldiers- to whom big promises 
were made in the beginning; but when the 
war was finished the colored armies, of 
course, remained in the same position of 
slavery that had been their lot before the 
war. If in the first world war the colored 
soldiers were wanted chiefly as cannon
fodder to overwhelm the enemy, the prob
lem of the colored armies is quite different 
a nd -e-£. special- -significance at present when 
social antagonism is growing rapidly, and 
class enmity rising from day to day. The 
colored armies are, at present not so much 
wanted for fighting in the trenches against 
the r_espective imperialist competitors, but for 
fightmg against the workers, they ·are in
tended as a substitute for the waverina- white 

. b 

a_rm1es, they will have to suppress the revolu-
tiOnary movements in the capitalist countries 
they are intended to support and to streno-th~ 
en the tottering building of capitalism, 

0 

be
cau_ e the white workers and peasants are re
f u mg to support it any longer. All these 
fact form the reason why the capitalist 
power are spending so much energy and 

money to penetrate into the interior of the 
colonial countries and to push out their com
petitors. All this leads to a clash among the 
great powers and thus the menace of a war 
in the Pacific com;es nearer with every day. 
The final struggle for supremacy in the 

.Pacific, caused by the exploitation of the 
toiling masses in the Eastern countries, the 
fight for the islands in the Pacific, is com
ing n eater with every day, and is inevitable. 
~fhe struggle in the .Pacific causes the inter
ests · of great powers and first of all of the 
U. S. A., England and Japan, to clash, and 
draws, though to a lesser degree, France into 
the struggle because she also possesses a num
ber of colonies in the Pacific. But the main · 
contenders are :-the U. S. A. Japan and 
England, all of whom have great possessions 
in the Pacific and each one ·of whom seeks 
the mastery of the Pacific. . 

Supremacy in the Pacifi~ is first of all 
based upon the supremacy of the seas because 
this tremendous surface of water-160 mil
lion square kilometres-requires a corre
spondingly huge navy to defend the main 
waterways and the bases of resistance as well 
as to take up the offensive. Supremacy of 
the seas sets before the competing powers the 
problem of corresponding armaments and JS 

closely linked up with world economics, and, 
consequently, also with world politics. This 
is the reason why the struggle of the im
perialist powers for supremacy in the Pacific 
is so closely connected with the struggle for 
world supremacy-these two facts are in
separable and form practically one goal. The 
struggle for the Pacific and the struggle for 
world supremacy are the same thing. It is 
evident that the countries that have, at their 
disposal the greatest financial, industrial and 
military resources, that gained the most in 
the world war, and made the qiggest profits, 
are at the present time fighting for world 
supremacy. Let us examine the relative 
strength of the powers in the Pacific, .and let 
us find those fortresses which form the 
starting point of the attack of the powers 
involved. 

I have . said already that the champion 
contenders for supremacy in the Pacific are 
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the U nited States of Am·erica, Japan and 
Britain . Each one of these powers is striv
ing to make its influence in the Pacific a 
real ity by the erection of bases of defence
chiefly naval bases. The strategic points 
possessed by the United States are on the one 
hand, the fortifications- along the Pacific 
C oast and, on the other; specially constructed 
bases on the islands of Guam, the Philippine 
Islands and on the Aleutian Islands. In or
der to considerably strengthen the possibilities 
for effective military operations in the Pa
cific, the United States occupied the Panama 
Canal so that they might speedily trans£ er 
their whole naval forces into the Pacific 
Ocean. The United States, moreover, have 
occupied Nicaragua, so that they might have 
one more outlet for the necessary transport
ing facilities, warships etc. Their tremen
dous financial strength and the fact that 
they made the biggest profits during the last 
world war, the favorable conditions for the 
erection of naval bases, all these facts favor 
the United States in reaching their final goal. 
\Ve have noticed for the past ten years
the years after the world war,-a most 
f everish activity of the United. States in the 
building of points of defence in the Pacific 
Ocean and in preparations for the future 
war for the supremacy in the Pacific. 

C oncerning the position of the chief com
petitor of the United States, 1 apan, it cannot 
be denied that Japan's position is more ad
vantageous as she consists of a compact mass 
of islands and possesses besides, bases in 
Corea and China, Japan has fortified the 
JVIarian-Marshall and the Caroline Islands. 
She is also penetrating so-called independent 
Siam. Everywhere Japan is building auxi
liary points of defence in the event of a con
flict with · the United States, and is acquiring 
all the strategic points where she is fortify
ing herself so that, in case of a struggle with 
the U nited States, they might have the ad
vantage. Great Britain has a firm foothold 
in I ndia. She has built a big naval base in 
Singapore; she possesses one of the best 
strongholds in the Pacific Ocean-Hong
kong, and is backed by her possessions m 

China. Thus she has the advantage both over 
. the United States and ] a pan. But her big
gest trump-e<i.rd is the great navy; her trade 
will, moreover, play a very important part 
in the approaching struggle, arid will be one 
of the factors to be taken seriously into con
sideration. If we ask ourselves what the 
powers are contending for and what supre
macy in the Pacific means, we shall see, that 
the United States, as may be judged by the 
different measures they have been taking for 
the last period, are striving for economic 
supremacy, especially in China; they are try
ing to extend their influence over the Indian 
Archipelago, and are making preparations to 
take possession of India at the right moment, 
to wrench it from the grasp of England. 
The United States have set before them
selves the task of occupying not only the 
whole of the Pacific coast-Mexico, Co
lumbia and Chili-but of extending their 
influence over the whole of Central and 
South America, e-f depriving her rivals of 
their economic and political influence. 

There was a time when the policy of the 
United States of America was entirely in
fluenced by the so-called Monroe Doctrine. 
This do~trine was e·specially practised in 1923 
when America resented any European inter
ference with American affairs, and proclaim
ed the slogan: America for the A~ricans. 
This slogan has been dropped not long ago 
and America has not been using it since. 
But some politicians now interpret this to 
mean: American interference with European 
affairs. As a matter of fact, America has 
grown to such an extent and is so powerful 
financially and economically, that she is striv
ing for much more: for world supremacy. 
'rhe slogan: America for the Americans has 
changed and has achieved a much broader 
meaning: the supremacy of the ruling class 
of the United States over the whole world. 
This is the reason why America is at pres
ent struggling against ] apan, and England 
and France, for even France possesses con
siderable colonies and exercises considerable 
influence Tlie slogan is now: the whole 
w orld for the Americans. 
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Japanese imperialism is setting before it
self other · tasks. It proclaims that Japan 
should extend to .Sakhalein, Kamtchatka, all 
over the -Far East to Irkutsk, all over North
ern China, over Indo-China, over the Ha
waiian Islands and New Zealand. Japan's 
appetite is good and all-embracing_:_to be 
sure. If all this came to be true Japan might 
really become all-embracing too. But, Com
rades, Japan's stomach is too weak to bear 
the burden of such a big appetite. The result 
of all these aspirations will not be a Great 
Japan, but may become a great grave of the 
Japanese bourgeoisie, because these big aims 
bring Japanese imperialism into conflict with 
the other big powers of the .present day, 
with the capitalist governments of the United 
States of America and England and others. 
There is one more neighbor to be consider
ed - the Soviet Union. The nearest fu
ture will show to what ·extent these appe
tites and aspirations will be satisfied. One · 
may be assured in any case that, if there 

are so many prowling about who have as 
big appetites as America, Japan, England, 
then . somebody is liable to be devoured: some 
of these appetites, at least, should be satis
fied and the prowlers have our permission to 
feast upon each other. 

It must be mentioned, comrades, that old, 
colonial England, the richest of all, because 
she started plundering long before the others, 
has also set before herself great tasks. Br'it
ish imperialism in its present stage of de
velopment is of course, forced to take up 
the defensive against the United States. 
It is the opinion of both England and 
France that no territorial changes should be 
made. As a matter of fact, each of them 
has grown so big by constant robbery, that 
their greed is satisfied for centuries to come. 
But the opinion of American imperialism
America has no colonies to speak of - is 
quite different. In spite of her vast colonie~ 
and the priceless resources of her territor
ies England is reaching out her grasp to 

f
A: Losovsky, Chairman of the D elegation of USSR T1-ade Unio11s, addressing dem onstration of <tvorkers 

10111 
balcony of Conference Hall. (Vladivostok, A ug ust 15-21, 1929). 
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Southern China and intends to add also this 
part of the country to what she already pos
sesses in Central China, i. e. Shanghai, Nan
king and Hankow. Her struggle with Amer
ica, moreover, has spread to several of the 
countries in Latin America. You will agree 
with m e, comrades, if I say that the conflict 
am ong these powerful imperialist countries 
is· setting before us, the representatives of 
th e T rade Union movement in the countries 
of the Pacific Ocean, problems of a much 
m ore serious nature than those confronting 
the workers of other countries. The policy 
of the great powers in the Pacific very close
ly concerns us and influences the fate and 
·destiny of the working masses all along the 
Pacific Coast. Thus the Pacific problem pre
sents itself to us in its most acute form, 
and i no more a theoretical problem, but 
one that we have to grapple with in every
day li fe. This topic is not to be discussed 
by l! S theoretically, but we shall have to de
cide upon the ways and means by which 
to m eet the demands of the moment. We 
must lay down the definite plans of action 
so that we may avert the big catastrophe 
that w ill without doubt grow into a much 
m ore ruthless and deadly new world war. 
The conflict of interests of these great pow-· 
ers is so evident and so acute that the rul
ing classes of these countries are trying to 
mask them and to persuade the working 
masse that it is not war they are striving for, 
but peace. This veiling policy has called 
into li fe all the so-called disarmament con
ferences, speeches on peace programs, and 
all the empty talk and hallow phrazes that, 
as you well know, have shown no results. up 
till now. Referring to the question of naval 
armaments, it will be remembered that the 
United States were the initiators of the well
kn own \Vashington Conference. There the 
qu estion of restricting naval · armaments was 
discussed. 'The conference - which was 
of a omewhat stormy character-fixed the 
r elat ive strength of the navies at the f ol
lowing proportion: the United States, 5; 
England, 5; and Japan, 3. This would, 
apparently, .mean an equality of the force5 
of England and America. But the quar
r els · that took place during this conference 

showed quite clearly how serious the prob
lems are. They quarrelled about dread
naughts, submarines, etc., and again they 
were not able to come to a definite agree
ment on the number of submarines, dread
naughts and cruisers. The agreement that 
was at last concluded in regard to the scrap
ping of a certain part of the navy, proved 
to be more bluff, as only those units were 
scrapped that were too old and good for 
nothing. A new conference took place in 
Geneva in 192 7 in which the representatives 
of the United States, Japan and England 
took part. rrhis con£ erence also proved 
fruitless, because the representatives of each 
of th~se three powers tried to force the 
other to disarm, while arming itself to the 
teeth. Such a task proved, of course, too 
big. 

If we ask ourselves the question: on 
what points do the representatives of these 
angels of peace agree or disagree as the 
case may be, br on which points do their 
masters agree or disagree, we come to the 
following conclusion concerning all these 
con£ erences: they disagree ·on the tonnage 
of the naval units, the calibre of the guns, 
the number of aeroplanes, the number of 
airplane carriers, the number of submarines, 
and the construction of naval bases. On all 
other points they really agree. But as there is 
nothing left to agree upon, the result of 
these conferences is evident. 

You know that according to the Kellogg 
Pact war is outlawed: it is to be regretted 
that we do not know by which law. We 
do not know who will decide upon the law
fulness or the unlawfulness of war, but we 
suppose the strongest country will take upon 
itself this mission. Just before the signing 
of the Kellogig Pact the naval agreement 
between England and France was conclud
ed, and caused great consternaton in the 
United States. 

We have, on the other hand, the agree
ment between England and Japan t.hat was 
annulled in 1922. It is of no significance 
whatever if there .exists a formal agree
ment between Japan and England at the 
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present time or not. But surely, England 
is quite willing to let the J apanese fight the 
United States - and there is no doubt 
about E ng land stepping in and, of course 
choosing the side of the stronger. E ngland 
is determined to be an the w inning side at 
any cost, and whoever the victor m·ight be. 
She speculates on the weakening of the 
countries at war, and intends to .fish in 
troubled waters. 

The present relations between friendly 
nations, and they all assure each other of 
being "friendly,'' i. e. the friendly relations 
among J apan, England and America are 
built upon sand and smell of powder. Theirs 
is , a friendship that may end at any mo
ment, and m ay easily be brought to ~n end 
by any little incident that may appear to be 
unprofitable to one of the "friendly" ·pow
ers. 

One might say: but just at the present 
time there is so much talk going on about 
the restriction of naval armaments? As a 
matter cf fact, MacDonald said that he 
would stop the building of two new crui
sers. It is quite true that MacDonald said 
so, but we should like to find out if he 
really stopped the building of these cruisers. 
We shall have to verify his statement. If we 
want to find out with certainty, what is go
ing on in this respect in England, America 
will give us best information. If we, 
on the other hand, want to find out what is 
going on in America, we shall get first rate 
information in Japan. And vice-versa. 
'Nhen they touch these topics, the style of 
their articles grows distinctly "revolution
ary." Revolutionary in quotes of course. 

. 1~he Chairman of the Commission on Na
val Affairs in the United States made the 
following declaration: referring to the re
striction of armaments, MacDonald declar
ed that he would stop the building of two 
new cruisers. No sums were figuring 1n the 
budget for 1927-1928 for this purpose, and, 
at the same time, the Baldwin Government 
likewise refused to grant any credits. Con
sequently, England has no intention at all 
to build these two cruisers. 

You see, _they even did not intend build
ing the cruisers. Therefore it will be very 
easy not to build them. The same chairman 
says further: if MacDonald stopped, for 
instance, the building of the five .first class 
cruisers that are being built at the present 
time in England l\t1acDonald would show 
the way to all the others towards real disarn1-
am ent. H oover, iu h is turn, makes the state
ment that there would arise a big dispropor
tion in the relative naval forces if he, in 
his turn stopped the building of those crui
sers the credit for which had already been 
granted. Just look at the poor, offended lit
tle ones. Sometimes it is possible to bel ieve 
even them. 

But you know, that in answer to the po
lite gesture of 1\!JacDonald, President Hoo
ver, one of the most energetic American im
perialists also showed that he could be polite, 
and also promised not to build several cnti
sers. Referring to this, the "Japan Adver
tiser" of the 31st of July writes that all the 
cruisers the building of which will not be 
continued according to the British version 
have not been started building, but are pro
jected only. The United States promises not 
to build three cruisers, but in fact, will build 
twenty others. Great Britain stops the build
ing of two· cruisers, and will have nineteen 
cruisers, of from nine to ten thousand tons, 
each armed with 7 0 to 12 inch guns. 

This, then, is the new parlor game, called 
restriction of armaments, the game that may 
cause the life blood of the workers of the 
Pacific countries to flow in streams. 

The most important item of dispute be
tween England and the United States is the 
"freedom of the seas." You know that Eng
land is the power that more loudly than any 
other is proclaiming the "freedom of th ~ 
seas." Freedom of the seas is, of course, 
to be understood thus: it should grant ~very

thing to the British empire, but nothing to 
the rest of them. 

The best guarantee for f re~dom of the 
seas is a powerful navy. M any pages of 
international law were written on the topic 
of freed om of the seas. Very many bea{tti.-
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ful words are printed there, but, comrades, 
freed om of the seas is not guaranteed by, 
nor is it based on, international law, but 
on the tonnage of the navy and the calibre 
of~ the guns. International law, too, is based 
upon these. -

This is the real bone of contention be
tween England and the United States of 
A merica. 

If we translate the meaning of the phrase~ 
" freedom of the seas'' from diplomatic 
thief's slang into plain language, the mean
ing of it will be the foil owing: the world' 5 

destiny is not dependent upon the freedom 
of the seas, but upon supremacy on the 
seas and who will control them entirely. 

This they are struggling for. 1~he ·term 
"freedom of the seas" is only one of the nu
merous expressions used by diplomacy to veil 
the real meaning and sinister intentions of 
the ruling classes. 

In order to prove that diplomatic langu~ge 
is a language expressly used for veiling the 
real meaning it will suffice to cite an expres-

. <>ion so often used by the United States with 
respect to China: the "open door" policy. 
The real meaning of this diplomatic expres
sion is that there should be doors leading into 
China, and that these doors should be opened, 
but-only so wide as to give admission only 
to the United States so that they might ex
ploit China alone and without the interfer
ence of any other imperialists. 

But all this diplomatic sophistry is not very 
interesting to us; we are interested in the 
,nain point which is, that the conflicting 
forces among the three biggest powers are 
growing. The interests of these powers clash 
most of all where they concern China. China 
is the vast market that promises the most 
brilliant prospects to any of the imperialist 
powers; this country with its .vast population, 
with its extremely rich natural resources, 
with its diligent and industrious population 
a ncl cheap labor may be most profitably ex
ploited by any of the imperialist powers. It 
is quite natural that the interests of the pow
ers are clashing and will be clashing in fu
ture. The so-called "spheres of influence" 
are the strongholds of the imperialist pow
ers in this country and form the base for 

the continued exploitation of the working 
masses of China. 

China is formally a whole, undivided unit; 
but in reality it is a country that consists of 
several feudal, medieval provinces, each of 
which has its own monetary system and it3 
independent syst~m of taxes, exploitation and 
so on. Two characteristic traits link all 
these provinces with one another: they agree 
in their hatred of the working class and the 
Chinese revolutionary movement, and they 
permit an equally easy bribing of any of 
the generals the prices for whom are quoted 
on the exchange like any other article for 
sale. These odd characteristics, the splitting 
of the country into so many separate parts, 
the feudal independence of the petty rulers 
and the medieval conditions in certain pa-rts 
of the country permit us, owing to the capi
talists taking possession of the whole coast 
of China, to find living side by side remnants 
of the middle ages and a modern develop
ment of capitalism with an up-to-date pro
letariat. 

We find in China a peculiar combination 
of the twelfth and twentieth centuries, and 
this characteristic combination of different 
social economic conditions, caused by the ex
ploitation of the country by imperialism has 
led to grand demonstrations of the working 
class in 1925-192 7, the tremendous revolu
tionary spirit of whom shook the f ounda
tions not only of Chinese capitalism, but even 
those of world imperialism. 

The revolutionary wave that flooded 
China in 1925-1927 was caused by the 
movement in the towns and the revolution
ary uprisings in the villages among the peas
antry. 

The revolution was drowned in blood by 
the united forces of the Chinese militarists, 
the national bourgeoisie and imperialism. For 
their assistance to the national. bourgeoisie 
and the militarists in suppressing the revolu
tionary movement the imperialist powers re
ceived additional rights and privileges. The 
issue now lies between England, America 
and Japan, and they -will have t<? show which 
of them is the ~trongest and 'who will be 
boss in China. England possesses important 
bases in Southern and Central China. Japan 
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is master in the North and America is pro
claiming the policy of '"Open doors," which. 
means: to open the doors of China for 
America so that she might walk in and kick 
out the other competitors. The master of 
Mukden, at present, is Japan; England 
bosses the South; and America has fortified 
herself in Nanking. 

The combination of the f eudal interests 
of the Chinese militarists on the one hand ~ 
and the conflict of interests among the im
perialists, these are the factors that determine 
the policy of the Chinese militarists and of 
the Nanking government. 

The incidents that took place on the Chin
ese Eastern R aihvay are the best illustration 
of this. They give the finishing touch to the 
present stage of relations between the Soviet 
Union and the ruling class in China. We 
experienced a series of provocatory m easures 
before the seizure of the Chinese Eastern 
Railway, as f or instance, the murder of So
viet citizens, raids, etc. The Chinese East
ern R ailway was seized under the pretext 
that the Chinese should be masters on Chin
ese terri tory. 

There can be no doubt at all that the 
Chinese militarists took this step not of their 
own accord and free will. If we want to 
go to the bottom of the question we must 
ask ourselves : what role do the imperialist 
powers play in this district, and who pre
pared the seizure of the railway? 

I t is evident that the seizure was insti
gated by England and Japan, and it is as 
evident that the United States of Am.erica is 
getting the biggest profits out of this busi
ness. The United States was so clever in 
handling the situation that J apan is, at pres
'ent, forced to retreat, because the offer of 
the United States to appoint an international 
commission f or the management of the af
fai rs of the rai lway means nothingless than 
A merican capital taking foothold in North
ern China. But . the Americans are a com
petitor whom the J apanese like least of all 
t~ . see in Northern China. All this gives 
nse to an interesting piece of play-acting. 

The Japanese are quite upset by the steps 
~aken by the United States, and are trying to 
mfluence Chang Sue Liang so that he might 

settle the conflict somehow or other. The 
Americans, on the other hand, are offering 
the so-called national government, throug!1 
Chiang K ai shek, to exercise its influence in 
Mukden and advise to send troops to th r:: 
North under the pretext of fighting the U . S. 
S. R. Chiang Kai shek, again, knows why 
well that his soldiers will not return as soon 
as they are gone to the North and that the 
whole business will be managed by the 
Americans, but not by the Japanese. 

It is very difficult to find the solution of 
this puzzle ; the Chinese are explaining the 
conditions on the Chinese Eastern Railway 
in the following manner: we, they say, have 
mistaken the tiger for a chicken, and can't 
eat it up now. The present situation in 
N orthern China is equally disadvantageous to . 
the bourgeoisie of the North and to the J ap
anese because the Americans and the French 
are trying to catch the fattened calf, the 
Chinese E 'astern Railway: the French had 
formerly invested bi'g sums in the railway 
through the agency of the Russo-Asiatic 
Bank. It is certain· that Japan will be the 
loser should the railway come under inter
national control. 

It would be a great mistake to discuss the 
incident on the Chinese Eastern Rail way 
separately from the incidents on the other 
frontiers. T he incident is only a link in the 
chain of actions t c:i ken by the imperialists all 
along the line against the U. S. S. R. 

In the Far East they are feeling their 
way, :in order to test our strength f or the 
conflict in the '.i\l est. Therc f ore it would 
be a serious mistake to take events into con
sideration separately. The maneuver on . the 
Chinese Eastern R ailway is only a t actical 
measure t aken against the Soviet Union ; it 
is one of the slight skirmishes preceding the 
general battle. One must pay attention to 
a curious coincidence. The seizure of the 
Chinese Eastern R ailway took place after 
the MacDonald government came into pow
er, and not before . This is very significant. 
Such things may happen sometimes acciden
tally and unintentionally, but, comrades, this 
time there lies a definite purpose behind it. 
The incident on the Chinese Eastern Rail
way was intended to take place just at the 
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moment when we were about to open nego
tiations with MacDonald. It was one of 
the most pressing tasks of the so-called Labor 
o·overnment or of British diplomacy, if you 
0 

like, to create a ~ituation that would weaken 
the firmness of the Soviet Union during the 
negotiations carried on with the Labor gov
ernment. Then~fore the incident on the 
Chinese Eastern Railway came very handy. 
The Labor government intended to press 
home its conditions concerning propaganda, 
and, chiefly, the conditions concerning the 
settlement of debts: you know quite well that 
propaganda is used only as a "diplomatic" 
ornament. Thus the seizure of the railway 
is only one of the moves of a preconceived 
pian. \Ve notice everywhere preparations for 
a war against the Soviet Union. This is 
taking place simultaneously with preparations 
for a war of the powers against each other. 
I shall rite only a few facts to illustrate the 
truth of the statement that preparations for 
a war against the Union have gone very far 
already. Firstly, we must mention the 
French-Polish agreement that provides for 
assistance to Poland in the event of a war 
between Poland and the Soviet Union. 
There exists a base in the French port of 
Cherbourg, where all the orders are carried 
out and "goods" are delivered to Poland. 
A French Commission i~ busy in Poland re
organizil1g the Polish army and improving 
it. F rance is subsidizing the P olish army 
and navy which latter will be built in Poland. 
.All these m easures are being taken in order 
to bring the technique of the next war up 
't o the mark. 

Secondly, we must not forget the Franco-
Roumanian agreement according to which 
France grants considerable credits to R ou
mania and reorganizes the Roumanian army. 
R oumania possesses a special base where all 
the military material is delivered by way 
of the _ Mediteranean Sea. France recently 
g ranted to Roumania a loan for the reor
ganization and modernization of the Rou-
1n an1an army. 

Thirdly, we know of the Polish-Czecho
slovak agreement that is directed against the 
U. S. S. R., and a number of other minor 
agreem ents in all of which England is 

actively taking part, who, as you well know, 
is the chief organizer of the united front 
against U. S. S. R. 

England and France quite agree upon 
their respective policies concerning the U. S. 
S. R., and they promise pecuniary and other 
assistance in the event of a conflict. England, 
on the other hand, is continually creating 
defensive bases in the Near East, besides 
those mentioned in the Far East. 

England is trying to fortify hreself in 
Afganistan and on the Pamir, that is on our 
nearest Eastern boundaries, aiming at tht> 
seizure of our oil fields in the Caucasus. The 
policy of England will be quite clear if we 
take into consideration her oil interests. 

To all . this must be added that in almost 
all of our neighboring countries there exist 
fascist organizations whose function it is to 
fight the ''internal enemy," i. e., the working 
class at home, and against the Soviet Union. 
We shall mention only the "Sharpshooters 
Union" in Poland. All these organizations 
have been brought into -life with the special 
purpose of fighting the U. S. S. R.,' for they 
well know that their own proletariat will 
immediately rise in defense of the Soviet Un
wn. To this must be added the tremendous 
growth of the war industries in Poland and 
several other cou~tries and the att~mpts qf 
the different powers already to 'distribute 
am ong themselves the booty they hope to get 
as a result of their participation in the united . 
front against the U. S. S. R . 

Mention should also be made of the 11ewly 
organized banking corpor.a.-tipl1q _ dir~cted 
against the Soviet Unions. · . . · _· 

Several of the countries <-tr~ -·a,ptiyely pre
paring war against the Soviet U j#op. Dif
f erent methods are used in preparing this 
war. Thus we are surrounded by enemies 
who are preparing the war that will be con
tinued and finished by the biggest enemies 
of the Soviet Union and the international 
lahor movement. 

Is it possible to separate the events in the 
\Vest from what is taking place in the Far 
East? 0 f course not: they are links of one 
chain that prove to us that the menace of 
war is the most serious practical problem con
fronting us today. The Soviet Union is 
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threaten~d by war. But at the· same time 
the ruthless war between England and 
France is drawing nearer. This very day, the 
newspapers report that Briand. a~d -Hender
son were having a controversy not at all in 
keeping with diplomatic courtesy. The ten
sion in the political relations between the 
United States of America, and France, be
tween France and Germany, between Eng
land and the United States, is very great. 
The conference that is taking place at the 
prese'nt moment at the ·Hague reflects this 
tremendous conflict of interests that some 
time ago seemed to be straightened out by 
the Young Plan. But in reality all the ex
isting conflicts could not be straightened out 
by this plan and everywhere further differ
ences of opinion are cropping up. War at 
the present moment cannot be restricted to 
a small radius no matter whether such a war 
breaks out in the· Far East or in the West 
between two of the imperialist powers, or 
among some of the smaller powers. This 
must be understood, war cannot be restricted 
to the Far East if it breaks out in the Far 
East. This means that if . it breaks out in 
the Far East it must spread over the whole 
world in the same way as the first world war 
that began in Serajavo and came to an end 
only after four years when ten million 
men had been killed and tens of millions had 
been· wounded. The new war will be much 
bigger than the last one because of the sci· 
entific progress in the methods of annihil
ating mankind. Chemistry and a whole se· 
ries of new technical inventions are all di· 
rected towards the improvement in the me
thods of speedy killing. The new war will 
devour many more lives and it will cover 
a vastly bigger territory. The Soviet Union 
will inevitably be brought into the war too. 

Comrades, this is the reason why the 
struggle against the menace of war in the 
Pacific must lead us on to the struggle 
against Imperialist war in general. The fol
lowing question may be put before us in 
connection with the above. 

In what way is the united front of the 
imperialist powers and the social democrats 

' who are in power in some of the countries, 

connected with the preparations of a new 
Wad We have a social-democratic aov-

. . b 

ernment m Germany. We have one in Den-
mark an~ we have a so-called Labor gov
ernment m England. We have the Socialist 
parties that are exercising great influence 
upon the government in France. 

If we want to come to a correct con
clusion as to the role of reformism in the 
preparation of the new war, we shall have 
to weigh carefully the different measures 
reformism is taking in world politics. The 
socialists no less than the bourgeois parties 
are de£ ending the interests of their own 
particular capitalist government, the interests 
of their own bourgeoisie. Let us take as an 
exa?1ple our nearest neighbor, Bunji Suzuki. 
Th1s well known reformist and leader of 
the Japanese trade unions, is at the sante time . 
a well-paid tool of Japanese imperialism. I 

.~on't ~no:W .how much he gets. This ques
tiOn :Will m 1ts ~ime be answered by the pm- . 
letanan revolutiOn in Japan when the work
ers will have access to the archives. But at 
present there is no doubt whatever about his 
being a paid agent of imperialism. Let u~ 
turn to the French and Polish reformists. 
The Polish reformists, together with Pil
sudski are preparing war against the Soviet 
Union. The French socialists are th~ most 
fiery enemies of the Soviet Union. 

It is not necessary to illustrate the role 
played by the German Social Democrats dur
ing the last negotiations in Paris. One o.£ 
t~e old ~ip!omates-Pullman-was carrying 
on negotiations with the English and French 
concerning the reward the German bour
geoisie would get if it joined the united 
front against the Soviet Union. 

. The actions of the "Labor" governmertt 
m England are also quite clear. The seizure 
of. the" C~inese Eastern Railway took place, 
qmte unintentionally" of course, immedi
ately after the Labor government came int•> 
power; and the ·conditions that the Labor 
gover~ment ~et before us for resuming dip
lomatic relations are the same that were set 
up by Curzon and Baldwin. Quite "acci
dentally'' the tone of the Labor government 
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in negotmtmg with the Soviet Union is a:; 
unfriendly as it was before and quite "ac-· 
cidentally" MacDonald has stopped the 
building of . cruisers that had not been in
tended to be built. -

Who is Macdonald? He is the business 
manager of the British bourgeoisie. His 
Party that came into power with the votes 
of the workers is carrying on an imperialist 
policy. It will suffice to point out what is 
going on in India at the present moment. 
The Labor Party, judging from its own 
point of view, is of course right in its treat
ment of the Indian workers: it is the enemy 
of the workers of its own country, it is also 
the enemy of the workers in the colonies be
cause it is siding with capitalism and en
deavoring to retain the possession 'of its co
lonies at any cost. Reformism is attacking 
the Soviet Union, it is the business manager 

· of the bourgeoisie, it is the most trusty de
fender of the capitalist system and· is actively 
fighting for the principle of exploitation of 
man by man. Therefore reformism also 
helps in preparing new imperial,ist wars. 
The reformists are making their prepara
tions for a new war in three respects. They 
prepare· it to defend and strengthen the in
terests of their own bourgeoisie against the 
attacks of the other countries; they are pre
paring the attack upon their own proletariat 

which is beginning to shake off reformist in

fluence and going over into the camp of the 

left revolutionary positions; and thirdly, they 

are preparing the · war against the Soviet 

Union, because they quite well recognize the 

connection between the socialist growth of · 

our country and the growth of the revolu

tionary movements all over the world. 

Thus, Comrades, war is knocking at our 

door! War · is confronting the working 

classes of the whole world, wa.t:- is· eonfront

ing the workers along the coasts of the Pa
cific . Ocean, 

I shall touch upon two problems that are 

connected with the above. The first is-

how to fight war before its outbreak, and the 

second-how to fight war' when it has 

broken out already. 

'l'he starting point of· the struggle of our 
conference, which unites the revolutionary 
labor movement of the countries in the Pa
cific, must be the struggle against racial 
prejudice and the oppression of one race by 
another. Racial war must be converted into 

class war. 
This is the slogan under which we must 

mobilize the working classes. Racial pre
judice grew up during many years by the 
very process of exploitation of the workers. 
Racial pre judice divides the workers and is 
extremely dangerous. If we want to put up 

a powerful united front for the struggle 

against the approaching war, if we want to 

carry on this s~~~~g~.e efficiently, we must 
eliminate ra·~e .prejudice first. We must 

bear in ril.ihd that the struggle against war 

is .. a very_ l».:s.tlng one·: war cannot be done 

away with by a few votes against if and by 

a few shouts "Down with War." The 

struggle against war consists of daily and 

persistent work of everyone of us and of: 

every workers' organization. It is useless t (),\. 

struggle against war when war has come t<Y.~> 

our doors already; then it is much more dif- 

ficult. Now, when war· has not yet broken . 

out, we must not lose a single moment in -

rallying the masses under our banner in polit:- 
ically uniting them and in setting before· 

them clear and definite tasks. 

Imperialism · creates war, capitalism in

stigates war. It is useless to fight against the 

after-effects, one must get to the roots of 

the problem. ·wars are inevitable as long 

as capitalism exists; and whoever wants to 

abolish war must at first abolish the cause 

of it-abolish imperialism. We shall be able 

to abolish war or at least successf uliy 

Struggle against the menace of war if we, in 

our daily work, most energetically fight the 

agents of imperialism, the reformists, whose 

function it is to hide the real aims of the 

proletariat, to soften class antagonism, to 

bridge the chasm between the classes. They 
are ordered to use the workers' movement 

as a tool for the strengthening of imperial

ism. 
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There£ ore the struggle against reformism 

constitutes the f oundation of the struggle 

against the menace of w ar. vVe must form 

mass organiz~tions to fight w ar seriously. 

vVorkers cannot defeat gigantic imperialism 

single-handed, but must form compact or

g anizations numbering many thous~nds or 

millions of workers. In those countries 

where the w orkers lost m any of their com-

rades under the whip of terrorism, and 

where our organizations have not the pos

s ibility to exist l egally, ill egal trade unions 

inust be organized. It must be born e in 

.rl)ind .. that any screen will do as long as it 

affords the possibility of immedia tely step

ping into the fi ght and . to gather an ideolog

ically firm army of proletarians. 

W e n otice in the colonial countries a w ell

defined growt~\ ··9t st~ikes.. If w e fail to 

take the leadership o.f the strikes into . our 

hands and if tiie economic struggles are 

f ought without our being at their head, we 

shall not be able to take the leadership in the 

political struggles in future : w e shall n ot be 

able · to ld :d the inasses ·against imperiaHs1n. 
'rhose of 'the trade union m embers w ho are 

una ble · to l ead a strike, who a re contemptu

ous! y looking down upon strikes,-are abso
lute) y __ ign orant as to how to act, they are 

, un fi t to le::td the m asses into battl e w ith our 

.en emies. 

··: A st rike is one of the form s of m ass de

.n1 onstration by the workers. It is a battl e 

in w hich the m ost back~ard m asses ar e 

·taught solidarity. W e must know how to 

'l ead t hese sttikes, we must always be at t:heir 

'head, and then raise th e~ . fro~ an econot~ic 
to the hig her political leveis. A s1nall strike 

must grow . into a big one and big strikes 

must g row into m ass dem onstrations w here 

the workers have to solve all the principal 

probl ems that a re confronting the w orking 

class of th e different countries. w :e must 

lea rn to pen etrate any organization where 

workers are to be f ound, even if they be 

yellow organiz::ttions as f or instance, the 

K uomintang unions in China. We must get 

close to them and lead them against- those 

ref ormist leaders who instead to use thes~ 

unions in the interests of the bourgeoisie and 

Chinese milita rists. vVe must always be 

w ith the m asses n o m atter what the circum

stances are, irrespective of our being organ

ized legally or illegally. W e . must always 

be closely connected with the daily struggles 

of the ~asses , w e must f eel the pulse of the 

m asses so that w e may know exactly when · 

dissa tisf act ion am ong the ma~ses begins, and 

take the necessary steps in order to trans

form this dissatisfaction into r eal action. 

This is the m ethod of struggling against the 

m enace of war, for w e shall w ant la rge 

numbers of fi ghters so that w e m ay get ap

preciable res1dts. W e shall get the best re· 

sults if our s truggle will be based on the · 

principle of ~uthless class w ar. W e must 

not m ake the least concession to imperialism; 

we must fight ruthlessly those who _w ai1t to 
con ~lude peace with imp~rialisn1. ·. · ~ 

vV hat shall w e do when w ar breaks out? 

.It might -happen that w e shall not be ::tble to 

avert w a r. This is highly prob::t ble, as the 

w orking class is in pow er only in the .. Soviet 

U nion and the bourgeoisie is ruling ii1 all .the 

. other countries. 

\Vhat shall w e do? vVhen war · begins, 

eve ry w orker, everyon e of the ,.m embers of 

our Pacific f amily will have to ·bear in mind 

that the tasks that he had been fulfilling be

fore the outbreak of w ar will have to be ful

fill ed to a : nlllch g reater extent a fter the 

outbreak of!iw~r:· . . W e must f orm il~egal 

organizati ons .am ong the so1diers and .. sailors, 
and peasants. ·· ·· · · · 

1~h ese or ganizations will have to be illegal 

on es, . b~cause espt ciall y at the beginni~g. of 

war police terror is used against ' w orkers 

in ost heavily. The soldiers ·of different 

countries and different ~1 ationalit ies must 

f raternize and organizations must be form

ed, especially in those parts of the a rmy that 

conta in the greatest number of skill ed work

ers, as f or ·j'fl~tince, eng ineering corps, wire

less detachments, armor ed cars, etc. All the 

m ost important sections of the army- and 

the engineering corps are the m ost important 

on es-must be' broug ht over to the m.ove

m ent of w ar against war. 

However, much terror might be ·raging, 

we must carry on our struggle under the 
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slogan of "The Defence of the · Soviet 
Union, against Imperialism". We must 
carry on our struggle under the slogan of 
ruthless war of the exploited against the ex
ploiters ; we must choose the right moment 
to use the weapons placed in our hands by 
imperialism for the overthrow of imperial
ism itself. \Ve, the Russians, have some ex
perience in this kind of war a nd are ready 
to give advice. Back in 1915 Lenin wrote 
the following about the tasks that we had 
to fulfill in the case of the outbreak of w ar: 
"The proletariat must answer to war by pro
paganda, by the preparation and effecting of 
revolutionary mass action. The proletariat 
must shake off the rule of the bourgeoisie 

and cre~te a Socialist order of . society that 
will free humanity of wars forever." 

Comrades, we have followed this advise 
on the territory of the U.S.S.R. 'rhus we 
a re, at present able to discuss this matter not 

only theoretically, but are able to give price
less practical advice. Our experience of 

struggling ('!;gainst w ar has been exemplary 
and valuable. I may say that it might and 

should serve as an example for the working 
class, for the trade unions of the Pacific 
coast as well as those of the whole world. 

· · ·<r 

C omrades, the first war, 'as you w ell 

know, terminated in three revolutions: The 

revolution in the country of the Romanoffs, 
in the · country .of the Hohenzollerns and in 

the country of the Habsburgs, i. e. in Russia, 
Germany and in A ustria. Only one of these 
revolutions proved to be a real one ; it is the 

revolution that took place in our country. 

The revolutions in Germ.any and in Austria, 
Hungary, Czecho-Slovakia, Roumania, 

Jugo-Slavia and others, all of which have 
retained the bourgeois character. 

The working classes . of these countries 

gained very little by these so-called revolu-

tions. But, nevertheless, the first great war

called into life three revolutions. 

Comrades, what will be the result of the 
second w orld war? The second imperialist 
war, which in extent and destructiveness will 
by far surpass the war of 1 914-18 will ine
vitably call into life a much greater number 
of revolutions; it will call into life real pro
letarian revolutions. Some of the bourgeois, 
social-democratic diplomats and newspaper
men are saying: "You who are declaring 
that war will end in revolution, you are 
yourself provoking war, you want war to 
break out." Our answer is: NO. We do 
not want war, war is too expensive a thing 
for the masses of workers and peasants. But 
if we say, that in the case of war many 
heads will f all besides the heads of workers, 
and if we say thit the bourgeoisie will be 
ove rthrown, this . surely does not mean that 
we are provoking war. · You would not call 
it a provocation if I tOld you that you might 
hurt yourself if . you knocked your heads. . 
against a w all. We want to save every 
drop of proletarian blood. We are revol u-· 
tionaries, n ot pacifists. We shall the ref ore 
know what to do when we are compelled t cr 
take the rifl e into our fist to def end our
selves. We are against war of n ?.t~on against 
nation, but we advocate class war; we ad
vocate w ar of the exploited against the ex
ploiters, we advocate war of the working 
classes against bourgeoisie. This is our 
creed, and I feel confident that all the re
presentatives present here agre,e with m e. 
\Ve do not want war; but if war b·reaks out 
then let the instigators beware! The. inter
national proletariat and we, a part of the 
world proletariat, shall sweep from the face 
of the earth the horrible system of oppres
sion and exploitation, we shall overthrow the 
power of capitalism and shall ourselves, with 
our bare fists make labor the ruler of the 
whole world! 
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Declaration of the Delegates From the 

United States, Japan, Fra11ce and Britain 
Following the discussion the delegations from the imperialist countries made a declara

t ion as follows: 

WE, delegates to the Pan-Pacific T. U. 

Conference from the left-wing trade 

union movements of the United States, 

Japan, France · and Britain, feel it necessary 

to declare to the Conference and to the 

\VATKINS 

BrltisJt miner delegate to t!te Second Pan-Pacific 

Trade Union Conference. Vladiv ostok, Aug., 1929 

workers of the entire world that responsibility 

for the war-provocations of the Chinese mil

itarist, the seizure of the Chinese Eastern 

Railway, rests squarely upon the Imperialist 

governments of the four countries from 

which we come. \Ve accuse these govern

ments as the inspirers and provokers of war. 

The Chinese militarists are the obedient 

tools of Imperialism. The Soviet Union is 

the only country which has treated China as 

an equal, voluntarily relinquished all special 

privileges and concessions previously estab

lished, but this is precisely the reason why 

the Imperialists hated the Soviet Union, be

cause the Soviet Policy undermined the whole 

1 mpcri:t l ist struct1:1re of exploitation, special 

privilege, and oppression of China, because 

'it encour;1ged the Chinese people to rise -and 

throw oft' the Imperialist rule. Th:1t is why 

the IrnperiaLsts conspired to seize the Chines~ 

Eastern Rail -vvav by using the militarists 

thruugh whom they control the various gov

ernments of China. 

It is a matter of public record that Bri

tish ;tdvisers of Chang Tso-lin some year:-

ago, \Vorked out in detail the plan to seize · 

the Chin ese Eastern Railway. This plaa 

was approved by the ruling circles of Britain. 

The Japanese openly endorsed the plan; the 

HERCLET 
France-Representing the C.G. T.U. 
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] apanese goverl?-m.ent-subsidized newspaper 
"Manchurian Daily News" in Dairen, has 
been openly propagandi:iing for its execution 
for the past two years; French officers are 
directing the Mukden aviation corps. And 
now the participation of the United States, 
through the American advisers to the Nan
king government, has brought the conspiracy 
into action. 

This war-provocation IS directed equally 
against the Soviet Union and against the in
terests of the Chinese people. So far from 
advanc ing any Chinese national interest, its 
whole effect is to weaken China and to re
establish the old regime of foreign oppres
sion which had been shaken to its foundation 
bv the combined influence of Soviet policy 
a~d the Chinese revolutionary mass move
ment. At the same time it is a blow against 
the interests of the working class of Britain, 
France, Japan, and United States, who have 
0- ll to lose and nothing to gain by these con-
~piracics of reactionary Imperialism, and the 
\~a r in which .they must culminate. 

we call upon the workers of the whole: 
world, especially the workers of our own 
co~ntri es, to register their emphatic protests 
against the conspiracies and war-provocation~ 
of the Imperialist powers. 

Down with the Imperialist war-makers 
;md their Chinese tools. 

Defend the Soviet Union, the fatherland 
of the toiling masses of the world 1 

Long live the international solidarity of 

the work ing class. 

Browder, U. S. A. 

Bakst, U. S. A. 

Yamagata, J apan 
H erdet, France 
\ iV atkins, Great Britain . 

(The report of Ting Tai-y ~h and discus

sion speeches will be printer in a later issue 

of the PAN-PACIFIC MoNTHLY.) 
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Report on the Work of the P.P. T. U.S. 
Since the First Conference 

The Secretariat R eport was presented llt the fifth session by the General Secretary, 

Comrade Browder. He said: 

COMRADES: · 

Since the enemies of the P PTUS have 

.concentrated their attacks upon us, which ex

tend from the British-Indian Goernment's 

<!enunciation of us as a "communist con

.spiracy," and the Japanese and Chinese re

actionaries' assassination of our Secretariat 

.members, down to the barking of the smallest 

.reformist trade union traitors, it will be of 

:some value to the large masses of workers 

who will be watching our gathering, to give 

in some detail the history of the origin of the 

PPTUS, before proceeding to report on the 

work since the First Conference. 

ORIGIN OF THE PAN-PACIFIC. SECRETARIAT 

The qnly predecessor of the PPTUS, was 

the holding, in 1924, of a Pacific Transport 

Workers' Conference, in Canton, China, 

which was attended by representatives from 

China, Philippines, the Soviet Union, and 

Indonesi~. This did not result in any per

manent organization:, although it was of great 

value, both for its own work and for the 

resulting contacts established, especially with 

the Philippines which had hitherto been en

tirely outside the world labor movement. 

The project of a Pan-Pacific labor organ

jzation was first publicly put forth by the 

New South Wales T.rades Council in Aust

ralia. In february, 1925, this organization 

:sent invitation to all countries of the Pacific 

to send delegates to Sydney, Australia, on 

May 1st, 1926, in order to form a Pacific 

central labor organization. When this date 

arrived, however, so few delegates had come 

that the meeting resolved itself into a pre

liminary Conference only, decided to call 

the Con£ erence for one year later in Canton, 

China, and to invite the All-China Labor 

Federation to establish with the Australians 

a JOlllt preparatory committee. This decision 

was ratified in August, 1926, by the Third 

All-Australian Trade Union Congress. On 
September 10, 1926, the All-China Labor 

Federation ratified the decision; followed by 

the All- U nioh Council of TU's on October 

6; and by the ] apanese TU Council ( H yo- · 

gikai) in January, 1927. The All-India T_l.J 

Congress decided to send delegates, at Its 

Congress in October, 1926, but these dele

gates were ref used passports by the British

Indian Government. From these facts, which 

are all matters of public record, the origin 

of .the PPTUS is clearly and definitely that 

of response to a widely-expressed and deeply 

f elt necessity of all the most important bodies 

of organized workers in the Pacific area. 

The First Conference, called for Canton, 

China, on May 1st, 1927, found itself face

to-face there with the counter-revolutionary 

coup of General Li Chi-sen, 2nd some of the 

delegates were arrested by the militarist. It 

was necessary to trans£ er the gathering to 

Hankow, which was still under the revolu

tionary government. A large portion of the 

Japanese delegation has been arrested by the 

J apancse police; the Australian and Indian 

delegations were refused passports by their 

governments; and the Philippine organiza

tions were holding their own Congress at the 

same time, and had insufficiently close con

nections to follow the readjustment in plans. 

As a result, even our First Con£ erence, after 

a year and a half of preparation, was still 

not fully representative of the full scope of 

our government. The delegates to the First 

Con£ erence represented 8 countries: China, 

Japan, Soviet Union, Indonesia, England, 

France, Korea, and U.S.A. 

THE WORK OF THE HANKOW CONFERENCE 

It is unnecessary to review in detail the 

work of the First Conference. The pro

gram laid down, and the various decisions, 

have all been tested in the fire of two years 
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struggle, which · has proved their essential · 
correctness. We may characterize the re
sults of this Conference in four points: ( 1) 
The isolation of the different national labor 
movements of the Pa,cific was finally broken, 
and working relationships established . between 
the different lands; ( 2) The general prob
lems of the Pacific were clarified, and the 
class nature of these problems clearly stated 
for the first time for all the Pacific trade 
unions; ( 3) A beginning _made toward the 
international solution of the various national 
problems of the different countries; and ( 4) 
The establishment of a definite, recognized, 
center of organization and leadership for the 
whole movement, in the Pan-Pacific T. U. 
Secretariat. These were all fundamental, 
historical achievements. 

FROM THE FIRST TO THE SECOND PLENUM 

From its moment of birth the PPTUS has 
functioned in the midst of the most bitter 
class struggle. The First Plenum of the 
Secretariat, held immediately after the Con
ference, launched the "Pan-Pacific Worker," 
sent a delegate to Philippines and Australia to 
secure the approval of these organizations to 
the work of the Conference and affiliation 
to the PPTUS, and set up the Secretariat as 
a functioning body. But within two months 
the counter-revolution in China had so isolat
ed our Secretariat, that regular connections 
even with the Chinese unions were broken, 
and the entire practical work of the period 
to the Second Plenum was necessarily devoted 
to the restoring of broken connections and 
adjusting the PPTUS to work under these 
conditions. Two definite steps forward were 
achieved during this period: the approval of 
the decisions of the First Conference by the 
Philippine Labor Congress, and their affilia
tion · to the PPTUS, following the report 
given them by the representative of the PP 
TUS, Comrade Harrison George; and sim
ilar ·action by the Australesian Council of 
Trade Unions~ 

THE SECOND PLENUM OF THE PPTUS 

The Second Plenum, meeting in Shanghai 
in February, 1928, opened a more advanced 
stage of our work. Participating for the 
first time were the delegates from Australia 

.and the ·Philippines. A campaign of inter
national solidarity and aid to the Chinese 
Trade Unions was lau~ched, with an appeal 
against the white terror, which, when takea 
up soon after by the Fourth ·Congress of the 
Profintern, culminated in ari International 
Two-week Campaign for A,id to the Chinese 
Trade Unions. As a specific example of the 
practical .results of this campaign, I may cite 
the case of the U.S.A., where the campaiga 
extended over several m'onths, with the dis
tribution of 100,000 brochures on the Chi
nese labor movement, scores of public meet
ings in halls and on the streets, street col
lections of money, and· the final remittance 
to the All-Chinese Labor Federation of 
$1700 Mexican dollars (equal to $850 U. 
S.) The small beginnings in this campaign 
were sufficient to show the tremendous pos
sibilities of such international demonstrations 
when properly prepared, and opened up new 
perspectives for · such work. The Second Ple
num was of distinct value in eliminating the 
right-wing deviation in the · Chinese labor 
movement which tended to liquidate the red 
unions and surrender the field to the Ku.om
intang semi-fascist unions; and also the .be
ginnings of the truggle against the .ultra
left tendencies of ''putchism" and abandon
ing mass work in favor of individual terror 
against traitors. 

The Second Plenum constituted a turning 
point for the development of the Philippine 
trade unions, which, under the inspiration of 
their contact with the PPTUS, began a deep 
process of reorientation and reorganization, 
which we will describe at a later point, and 
which our Filipino degelate here will deal 
with more at length. At the same time, with 
the participation of the Australian delegate, 
Comrade Ryan, it launched the two slogans 
which proved to be the key to immediate 
developments in that country, . "Struggle 
against industrial peace" and "Struggle 
against race prejudice.» 

FROM THE SECOND TO THE THIRD PLENUM 

The next period from February to Oc
tober, 1928, marked a sharp intensification 
of the class struggle in the other countries of 
the Pacific, China, Indonesia and Korea al-
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ready living under white terror. The im
perialist offensive against the working class 
and against the colonial l iberation movement 
was .intensified on ·a- large scale in a.ll ~coun

tries; ) and the ref ormists of the imperia list - < 

countries. began a great campaign also, 
~launched· in the speech .of. Purcell opening 
the Paris C ongress of the Amsterdam Inter
national ) to extend their activities to the F ar 
E_ast. This reformist invasion of -Asia, typi
lied in this period by the t our of Purcell in 
·India, come simultaneously with the adop
tion of the _C olonial Program of the Second 
I nternational, which w ith the utmost cyni
·cism denied every principle of colonial libera
tion . and openly established in theory the 
.established practice of international reform
istp., support of imperialist oppression. Dur
ing_ this . period we have the rise of the gi
gantic strike wave of the proletariat of India, 
the b_eginning of sharp differentiation of 
Right and .Left wings; and the final coming 
into the open of the G eneral Secretary of the 
-All-India . TU Congress, M i· . Joshi, -as ad-

strike would f a.il. . T he pol ice na
tura-lly opened fire with ·the loss of life 

· as · af oresaid. . . This labor trouble has 
served, howev·er; to bring out two · re
markable f actors both of which con
stitute distinct assets of the South I ndian 
Railway. T he one is the great states
·manship exhibited by the Agent ( -British 
government administrator) which has 
won f or him the warm approbation of 
one and all of the public an d raised him 
considerably in the public estimation, 
and the second is the g reat, nay the in-
tense, loyalty of the station staff who 
stood as their post of duty (that is, they 
scabbed, blacklegged, E B.) amidst dan
gers and difficulties impossible to de
scribe. . The Agent has rightly paid a 
warm tribute to th ~ loyalty of the · men 
( that is, the blackleg ! E. B.) and we do 
sincerely hope that the appreCJatwn 
would take a more substantial form in 
the shape of one month's pay as a spe
cial bonus and the redress of their long
standing grievances as to summary dis- . 
missals, excessive punishments, · etc." 

.. vocate ' c:>f affiPation · to Amsterdam and op
positiOn to the PPTUS: Our ·secretariat 
made strenuous efforts during. this time to 
establish direct con tact · with India, but our 
·delegate was deported by the Bri~ish-Indian 
Government. However, . our . letter to ·the 
All-India TU Congress was widely· publish
ed. in the Indian press, and reached the broad 
_masses. Our sharp attacks against the treach
erous .policies of Mr. Joshi were widely dis
cusse,d i~ _India; we called attention, for ex
ample, . to _Mr. Joshi's open justification of the 
government murder of railroad strikers, and 
his appeal f or rewards for strikebreaking. 
Inasmuch as Mr. Joshi's friends have de
·nounced this charge of ours as slander, it is 
worth while to establish the facts here for 
the benefit of the workers of India, who 
still suffer the leadership of Mr. Joshi. 
I -have here the July, 1929, issue of the "In
<Iian Railway Magazine;'' of which Mr. 
Joshi bears joint responsibility with his fel-
low-editors: . 

"The laborers who refused to listen 
to our warning have paid dearly for 
their f oolhardiness with their lives . . .. 
It was a fore gone conclusion that the 

To our knowledge this justification of 
murder of strikers, praise of the imperialist 
murderers, and plea f or reward to strike
breakers, has never been repudiated by him, 
and his name still stands· on the cover of the 
"Indian Railways M agazine" as one of its 
editors. r We here repeat in this Con£ erence, 
what we said a year ago to the Indian work
ets, that the General Secretary of the All
India· T. U. Congress has proven himself in 
this, as ih .a hundred other instances, un fit 
as a member; not to speak of as a lq.der, of 
the Indian trade unions. 

In Australia, during this period, the em
ployers began an offensive against the wages 
and living standards of the whole working 
class. The PPTUS actively assisted in mob
ilizing the working masses ·. of Australia 
against this offensive. J ointly with the 
Australesian T. U. Council, we began publi
cation of an Australian edition of the Pan
Pacific Worker, under the editorship of C om
rade J. S. Garden, secretary of the New 
South Wales Trades Council, and with the 
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effective collaboration of Comrade Carpen
ter, which· took the lead in this struggle which 
was conducted by the employers and govern
ment under the well-known hypocritical slo
gan of "'Industrial peace." The government, 
employers, capitalist press, and right-wing 
trade union leaders immediately launched a 
great offensive against the PPTUS. The 
government announced that the Pan-Pacific 
T. U. Congress, which the Australian unions 
wished to be held in their country, would 
under no circumstances be allowed. The 
press raised a great how 1 about the "White 
Australia" policy being endangered by Aust
ralian workers associating with "Asiatics" in 
the PPTUS. The right-wing in the trade 
unions gathered their forces and tried to 
separate the Australian trade unions from the 
P PTUS at the Emergency Congress called 
in Melbourne in July, 1928. The climax 
of these attacks upon the PPTUS is found 
in the speech at this Congress by a delegate, 
Mr. Gibson, who denounced our organiza
ti on because, in his words: "There are three 
white men on the Red Executive, and a 
heterogeneous mob of Asiatics, with unpro
nouncable names, who have the impertinence 
to lay down a policy for the Australesian 
C ouncil of Trade Unions." But three
£ ourths of the delegates repelled the reac
tionary attack, and reaffirmed the adherence 
of the Australian unions to the PPTUS. At 
the same time, however, on their domestic 
struggles with the employers they were not 
so clear, and for a time became ensnared in 
the "industrial peace" negotiations, on the 
model of Mondism~ which only t-his year did 
the class-conscious workers succeeded m 
breaking up. 

In the Philippines during this period we 
witnessed a revival of the labor and peasant 
movements, the publication of two new 
papers, one of the trade unions and the other 
of the peasants, both of which reflected the 
policy of the PPTUS, and the stepping for
ward of the workers and peasants against 
the treacherous policy of the bourgeois-na
tionalist politicians who have sold themselves 
to American imperialism for the price of 
" economic development" (for American im-

perialist purp~ses ) of the Philippines. The 
unions revived their activities, and also be
gan to take the field with mass demonstra
tions, such as the march on the Filipino Legis
lature in protest against the high price of rice. 
At the sime time, the right-wing elements 
began consciously to organize themselves un
der the leadership of the bourgeois political 
parties. 

In Japan, this period is marked by intense 
white terror against the labor movement. Be
ginning in March, with· mass arrests and the 
outlawing of the left trade unions and po
litical parties, it resulted in the assassination 
of a member of the Japanese delegation to 
our Third Plenum, October 1928, Comrade 
Watanabe, whose memory we have honored 
at the opening-of this Congress. During this 
period the PPTUS was able to serve the 
Japanese trade unions in their diffict'ihies, in 
assisting them in working out policies and 
adjust themselves to new conditions of com
plete illegality, preserving their red union 
organizations and still keeping close contact 
with the masses. Our Japanese delegate will 
doubtless give us an intimate view of the 
situation in Japan, so this report will limit it~; 

self to the most general characteristic of the 
period under review. 

In China, the period is marked by the 
revival of working class activities in a large 
strike movement, the continued maintenance 
of the peasant movement in the interior, the 
most brutal white terror by the militarists, 
and the crystallization of the factions in the 
Kuomintang, · under the influence of the 
various Imperialist Powers. \Vithin the All
China Labor Federation, the period is one of 
dosP. collaboration with the PPTUS, the 
weeding out of the deviations of policy (both 
liquidationist and ad venturist, right and ultra
left), and the re-etablishment of mass work 
of the red unions. The meeting of our 
Third Plenum occurred at the time of the 
establishment of the so-cailed October Gov
ernment of the Kuomintang, the return · of . 
Chiang-Kai-shek to power, and the cons~lida
tion of American influence in a dominating 
position in Nanking. 
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TH-E THIRD PLENUM OF THE SECRETARIAT 

The Third Plenum met in Shanghai, on 
October 2 7 and 28, 1928. Besides register
ing the further growth of t.he PPTUS, in 
the affiliation of the seamen's and miners' 
unions of New Zealand, and the holding of a 
conference of Pacific countries of Latin
America, with representatives of Peru, Ecua
dor, Columbia, and Mexico, who pledged to 
work for effective affiliation of their organ
izations to the P. P. T. U. S., the Third 
Plenum also had to take up serious! y the 
struggle against international reformism anJ 
its invasion of the East, which came up 
particularly sharply at this time in the visit 
of Mr. Albert Thomas, of the International 
Labor Office, to China, Japan, Indonesia, 
and India; and also in the announcement 
of the project of an Asiatic Labor Confer
ence by the reformist imperialist tools, Mr. 
Bunji Suzuki of Japan and Mr. N. M. 
] oshi of India. The Plenum denounced 
this effort of the international solitters and 
Eastern reformists, and issued a 'call to. the 
Indian workers to· disavow Mr. Joshi's 
works. This Plenum al$o had to organiz<.! 
the Second Conference, our present gather
ing, decjde upon its place and issue the call. 
It is characteristic of the whole present 
period of development in the East, that the 
P. P. T. U. S. had found its Congress pro
hibited in Australia, Philippines, ann all other 
countries, with the exception of the '"Soviet 
Union. While the delegates to this Con
ference are all delighted to be in Vladivostok. 
especially for the opportunity it gives us t(: 
study the sociali:>t construction of the Soviet 
Union and to meet personally our comrades 
who are doing such mighty work, we do not 
hide from our comrades of Vladivostok 
that we would have preferred to hold the 
Congress in Tokio, or Shanghai, or Manila, 
or Sydney, because that would have brought 
us closer to those m.illion masses of still un
organized workers of the Pacific whom · it is 
our special mission to mobilize. Nor do we 
hide . our hope that the next Pan-Pacific 
Congress will find the workets in power in 
some other great capital of the East such as 
Tokio or Shanghai, so that we rna; call in 

such a place a greater Pacific Trade Union 
Congress than we have yet held. 

OUR WORK FROM THE THIRD PLENUM TO 

THE PRESENT 

Since the Third Plenum our work has 
been carried on under conditions of further 
sharpening of the class struggle, inten~ifica
tion of the capitalist offensive, developmer.lt 
of imperialist rivalries, war preparations 
against the Soviet Union, the maturing of 
the differentiation in the national liberation 
movements, and the further rising of the 
working masses, especially in India. Dur
ing this last period, India has come to play 
a more and more prominent role in the de
veloping revolutionary wave. We must say 
that India is on the eve of a great revolu
tionary upheaval, which will have the most 
enormous influence upon the whole world 
and . especially upon the East. 

Our Third Plenum had commissioned 
Comrade Ryan, of Australia, to •attend the 
Eighth All-India Trade. Union Congress on 
our behalf, irr December 1928. Comrade 
Ryan successed in evading the British police 
blockade and carrying through his mission, 
with the result of a crystallization of all 
those forces in the All-India Congress stand
ing on the basis of the class struggle, in a 
fight for affiliation to the P. P. T. U. S. 
But while during 1928 the left-wing prole
tarian leadership had won over a great 
majority of the organized Indian worke'rs, 
the petty-bourgeois nationalists and reformists 
still controlled the machinery of the Con
gress and by manipulation succeeded in 
blocking affiliation by a few votes_, which 
were almost evenly divided. Even with 
their organizational control, however, the 
right wing leaders did not dare openly pro
pose rejection of the P. P. T. U. S., but 
camouflaged their opposition under a plea 
for delay in order to study the situation, 
postponing the affiliation question until next 
year. A further indication of growina 
1 

. b 

c ass-consciOusness of the Indian trade unions 
is the · fact that the right wing, in order to 
defeat the worker-candidate for President 
of the Congress, were forced to put forth 
the still-popular young "left" nationalist, 
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J awaharlal Nehru (Nehru, Junior), wh.o 
was eleced over the w orker by only a few 
votes . 

Since that Eighth C ongress of th e Indian 
T. U. S., great strike struggles have been · 
carr ied on of an extent hitherto unknown in 
Ind ia, and out of them have g rown up n ew . 
rtnd mighty left-wing trade unions based 
sqtiarely upon a prog ram of class struggle 
and under left-wing l e::tdership. Thus, the 
Girni K amgar textile workers uni on of 
Bombay, has enroll ed 65,000 workers this 
year, and led them in long and stubborn 
struggles. The railway men on m any roads 
a re orgamzmg into revolutionary trade 
unions. 'The petty bourgeois nationalist lead
ers who have been such a stumbling block to 
the development of the Indian movem ent 
a re n ow definitely in - decline in their in
Buence over the m asses. We can state quite 
definitely that th e maj ority of the Indian 
workers stand on the program of the P. P. 
T. U.S. · 

ln Australia, a further development of 
the leftward movement of the m asses 1s 
evidenced in the break-up of the "industrial 
pe;-tce" conferences, through the efforts of 
our militant comrades of the New South 
\Vales 'Trades Council. With a constantl y 
sharpening offensive of the capitalists, the 
fighting mood of the Australian workers is 
necessarily increasing. It is to be hoped, and 
we must do everything possible to help bring 
it about, that this fighting mood of the 
masses will also be accomplished by more 
clarification of program, especially for the 
struggle against compulsory arbitration and 
the uprooting of racial prejudices. It is un
fortunate indeed that we again m.iss the op
portunity of discussing these questions 
directly with an Australian delegation, be
cause of the actions of the ] apanese police in 
turning them away after they had arrived 
at our very · doors. 

In ] apan, the further development of the 
semi-fascist reaction is witnessed in the mur
der of Comrade Yamamoto, representative 
of the revolutionary ] apanese workers in the 
Diet. Further mass arrests of left trade 
union leaders have taken place. In spite n f 
all persecutions, our comrades have m :in -

tained their organization and their mass con
tacts, which facts are demonstrated by th e. 
mass demonstrat ions on May 1st under re
volutionary slogans, etc. We must empha
size, that our ] apan ese comrades are living 
through one of th e m ost difficult periods in 
their ·history at the present time, and the P. 
P. T. U. S. must have as one of its first 
casks the giving of all possible assistance to 
th e ] apan ese left trade unions. They are 
fighting on on e of the most difficult and im
portant sectors 0f our P an-Pacific front, in 
the very heart of ] apanese Imperialism. 

In th e Philippines, we must note the pro
gress m ade in unifying the Filipino and 
Chinese . labor organizations, a nd the con
ducting of successful joint strikes for im-. 
proved conditions-something seen for the 
first time in the I slands. Further we must 
note a successful congress of the P easants 
Confederation, and the further growth and 
developm;ent of the peasant movement, the 
rrtising of th e slogans of struggle for prac
tical improvements in the peasants' lot. The 
struggle against the traitorous bourgeois na
ti onalist parties, and the emergence of the 
workers and peasants as the spokesmen and 
fi g hters for independence, has led to a sec
tion of the corrupted elements in the C. 0. 
F. (Philippine Labor Congress) splitting the 
C ongress when they were unsuccessful 1!1 

crtpturing it for the bourgeois parties. \V '? 

must congratulate our Filipino comrades 
upon their success in preserving the main 
body of the trade unions agair. st the rea::-
tionary splitting elements, <l' .J m dSt give 
them all possible assistance in conso! i<hting 
the Labor C ongress (Pro-letarian) 1:pon it.; 
new course. 

In China, the last period is characterized 
by the new militarist wars, the further con
solidation of American Imperialist influence, 
and the resulting new serie5 of war provoca
tions against the Soviet Union. This we 
have dealt w:th fully in t~e reports and dis
cussion of the \Va r Danger. The g rowing 
fi ghting spirit of the Chinese workers is 
demonstrated h~' Lne growth of the strik~ 
mr-.ve-m e r~-; and by the militant de~-rwnstra
t :··:1s in '~hanghai on May 30th, when the 
Shangh ~1. proletariat destroyed the offices of 
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a reactionary Kuomintang newspaper. Th~; 

main problem of the revolutionary unions "In 
China today, is that of perfecting their 
methods of mass work, the consolidation of 
the red unions and the simultaneous penetra
tion of the "yellow" unions wherever these 
have masses; and the establishment of or
gans for leading and mobilizing the unor
ganized masses, in the shape of shop com
mittees, committees of action, etc. 

OUR SHORTCOMINGS AND WEAKNESSES IN 

INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS 

Undoubtedly our most serious weakness 
has been our lack of regular and systematic 
contacts with several countries, such as 

· Korea, Indonesia, Formosa, Indo-China, etc. 
In these countries, white terror prevails, 
with the most brutal forms of imperialist 
exploitation, forced labor and slavery. We 
must at all costs find the ways of penetrat
ing the Imperialist walls of Isolation with 
which they endeavor to prevent the growth 
of trade unions and revolutionary influences 
in these countries. This is nne of our first 
tasks. This weakness stand~ out as one of 
the first lessons of this brief report of our 
practical activities also in connectil n with 
·all our work, even in those countries where 
we have accomplished the most. This is 
primarily due to lack of a sufficient number 

-of adequately prepared comrades fc_;r t)le 
work. The systematic preparation anJ 
training of workers for the general Pan
Pacific wo"rk is one of our most pressing 
needs. 

OUR WORK IN PUBLICATIONS AND 

DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS 

Special attention must be directed toward 
our work in publishing and distributing in
formation and documents of the Pan-Pacific 
movement. The central organ of the P. P. 
T. U. S. has had a stormy career. It has 
heen forced to change its location and address 
three times. The original "Pan-Pacific 
Worker" was published in Kankow, in 14 
issues, up to March 1928. At that time 
General Hu Tsung-tu, the Wuhan milir .. 
arist, executed the entire staff of a pri:1t 

shop caught printing a communist leaflet, 
which so terrorized all printers that we 
could not persu:1de them to continue issuing 
our magazine. "\Ve finally resumed publica
tion, from Shanghai, changing the name to 
"Far Eastern l\ilonthly'' to quiet the fears 
of the printers. The difficulties of issuing in 
Shanghai became so great, that we finally 
transferred the publication to San Francisco, 
where it is now published under the name . 
"Pan-Pacific Monthly." In all 28 issues 
have gone forth, containing the most valu
able and comprehensve materials on the 
Pacific labor and national liberation move
ments which have ever been made available. 
While exhibiting the shortcomings that might 
be expected from the conditions of its pru
duction, the Pan-Pacific . Monthly has been 
a mighty weapon in the development of our 
whole movement. 

In addition to the central organ, in Eng
lish, we have issued the Australian edition 
of the "Pan-Pacific Worker" jointly with 
the Australian trade unions. In many re
spects this has been our most successf.ul pub
lication, its special merit being that it was 
an Australian publication with mass circula
tion. Issued twice a month -for its first year 
of publication to April this year, and since 
as a monthly combined with the "Labor 
I\1onthly" formerly issued by the New South 
,,vales Trades Council, it has been the fight
ing spokesman for the P. P. T. U. S. and 
for the Australian workers against the capi
talist offensive. Without the Australian edi-
tion of the "P. P. W." it is doutbful if we 
could have registered a fraction of the suc
cesses which our work there has shown. 

A press service to all the different coun
tries, giving .'1ews and analytical articles, was 
maintained from Shanghai until the pAN
pACIFIC MoNTHLY was moved to America, 
since then the press service has been super
ceeded by a mimu)graphed "Far Eastern 
Bulletin" performing the s::me functions in 
a more organized manner. P3.mphlets have 
been issued in A ustra> :.t , explaining the P. 
t T. U. S. and its ' V·:;rk, which reached 
mass circulation, and :.m the struggle against 
race fTejudice. Comr;~de Losovsky's pamph-
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let on , the P. P. T. U. S. in Russian and 
English reached a wide circulation. 

In reaching the other languages of the 
Pacific countries, we have . had success in 
mass distributions in Chinese, Japanese, and 
Tagalog, using the local and national pub
l ications and issuing special brochures, secur
ing translations of at least the most import
ant materials. 

It is my opinion that in the publishing 
department of our work, we are only in the 
barest beginnings, and the results achieved 
hv these small efforts would justify an inten
:ifi ed program of work · along this line. 

' l 'R U GGL E AGAINST WAR AND FOR DEFENSE 

OF SOVIET UNIQN 

In addition to the wide distribution of 
the various resolutions and manifestoes of the 
P. P . T. U. S. agai~st the War Danger and 
for defense of the Soviet Union, the P. P. 
T .. U. S. has been able to add concrete tasks 
in this field. The Far Eastern Conference 
Against \Var and Defense of the U. S. S. 
R., which was held in Shanghai in June, 
1929, participated in by Chinese, J apa.nese, 

<tnd Philipino delegates, was of great assist
ance in mobilizing the sit'uation of the work
ers of the world to the menacing develop
m ents in Manchuria which culminated in 
th e seizure of the Chinese Eastern R ailway. 
In addition the P. P. T. U. S. has been in
strumental in helping organize several work
ers delegations to the U. S. S. R., and had 
published and distributed reports and ma
terials on the successful construction of 
socialism in the U. S. S. R., on the Soviet 
T. U. Movement, and on conditions of life 
and labor under the Soviet Power, . all of 
wnich have broadened and deepened the 
mass movem ent of the workers against the 
Imperialist YVar menace which is directed 
a gains( the Soviet Union. 

LABOR MOVEMENT IN THE IMPERIALIST 

COUNTRIES 

The P. P. T. U. S. has considered that its 
primary task by in the colonial and semi-co
lonial count-ries, with considerable attention 
also to Japan and Australia which are so 
closely woven into the problems of the East. 

It has, however, not neglected to keep the 
workers of the colonial and semi-colonial 
lands informed of the developments of rev
olutionary trade unionism in the capitalist 
countries, of the great class battles in Eu
rope and America, of the role of European 
and American reformism in the support of 
imperialist oppression and in misleading arid 
corrupting the young colonial labor move
ments. At the same time we have given 
special attention , to awaken the working 
masses of the imperialist lands to a knowledge 
of an interest in the rising labor movement 
of the East and of Latin-America, and to 
bring t~ them a full understanding of · the 
decisive importance which the new divisions 
of the international labor movement have tc 
play in the overthrow of imperialist oppres
sion. Both these phases of our work must be 
developed and extended. 

OU R RELATION TOWARDS OTHER INTERNA

TIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The P. P. T. U. S. is an autonomous or
ganization, separate from all other interna
tional organizations. It is not an "Interna
tional" itself, but a regional f ederatio.Q. of 
trade unions for special purposes stated in our 
statutes. But f rem the beginning we have 
taken an attitude of cooperation with all in
ternational organizations sympathizing with 
otir aims, and have stood for the program of 
international trade union unity. In the devel·
opments of the past two years, we must rec
ord that all international organizations 
have taken up an attitude towards us, some 
friendly other hostile, in accordance with 
their own attitude towards imperialist oppres
sion and colonial liberation. 

Among those which have demonstrated 
their enmity we must note the Amsterdam 
International (I. F. T. U.); the Second In
ternational (Socialist and Labor Internation
al); the Pan-American Federation of L abor; 
the International L abor Office, etc. These 
are all the agencies of international reform
ism, which more and more openly are com
ing out as the instruments of imperialism 
and capitalist oppression within the working 
class. \Ve have nothing to be surprised about 
in their hostility to us. 
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On the other hand w e have established re
lations of friendly co-operation wth other 
international bodies, which truly stand 
against imperialism. These are, first of all, 
the Red Intern ational of L abor Unions, to 
which m any of our affiliated organizations 
belong, and which is in full support of our 
w ork in the P acific. Secondly, is the L atin
Am erican 'Trade Union F ederation, f ormed 
a t M ontevideo last May, which embodies the 
large m a jority of the organized w orkers of 
the Southern Americas, and with which w e 
have a compact of fraternal collaboration , 
and which f oll ow s lines in L atin Ame rica 
similar to ours in the P acific. And thirdly, 
is the A nti-Imperialist L eague which is a 
world f ederation of all anti-imperialist or
gan izati ons a nd individuals, and with which 
our Third Plenum associat ed the P. P. T. 
U.- S., and to w hich many of our affili ated 
or ganizations a re connected. W e are sure 
that -this Conference will confirm these rela
ti onships which we have established, and-will 
instruct the P. P. T. U. S. in future not only 
to consolidate more firmly the fraternal 
union of all organizations of struggle against 
imperialism, but also to intensify the strug
g le against all those which serve imperial
JSm. 

CONCLUSION 

In concluding this report on the tasks and 
work of the P. P. T. U. S., let me say, tha( 
I am sure this Conference will agree that in 
pite of the magnitude of our tasks, in spite 

(}f the shortcomings of our work, and the dif
fi tulti es which must be overcome, yet our 
first period of w ork has been fruitful and has 
full y justified the efforts put into it. Where 
a f ew years ago was isolation almost com
plete f or each country, with young move
m ents blindly struggling tow ards liberation 
w ith onl y the light of their own limited ex
perience to guide them, there now exists an 
integrated international movement and con
sciousn ess, makin g available for all and con
sciously using f or all the joint, collective ex
periences of the entire labor movement. We 
ha v~ laid a solid f oundation for the future 
g reat structure of International Trade U n
ion ism w hich w ill be built in the P acific, as 

a part of the greater World International. 
\iVe have m ade a li ving reality for millions 
of workers, those aims which we set our
selves two years ago at H ankow, when we 
declar ed: 

"In order: 
1. T o carry on a J0111t struggle against 

the dangers of war between the P owers of 
the Pacific; 

2. T o counteract the imperialist dangers 
that m enace the Chinese Revolution; 

3. To help the oppressed peoples_ of the 
P acific to liberate themselves from the yoke 
of imperialism; 

4. To fight <,gainst and rem ove all ra
cial and national barriers and pre judices 
which still divide the exploited classes and op
pressed peoples to the advantage of the ex-
ploiters and oppressors; · 

5. T o cem ent and to m aintain a rea] 
fraternal united .front of the exploited classe., 
in the countries of the Pacific; . 

6. T o organize and to carry out joint ac
tions of the exploited and oppressed 'peopl es . 
against the oppressing Powers; . · 

7 . . To fight f or World Trade Union 
Unity and for the creation of a single United 
Trade Union International; - the represen
tatives of the revolutionary trade unions of 
the Pacific having gathered at the Pan-Pa
cific Trade Union Conference, herewith de
cide unanimously to create immediately an 
organ of connections, propaganda,. and action 
-this organ to be called: The Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat." 

<;::omrades: I think we are all of one mind 
that this decision of our First Conference two 
years ago, and the f ruits of that decision in 
the two years of work which we have ex
perienced since then, have proved to the full 
the correctness of that decision and the pro
g ram there laid down. It is our task to take 
this f oundation which has been laid, and 
build further and better, in the full knowl
edge that we arc: making ~ permanent con~ 
tribution to the history of the m arch of the 
w orking class of the world toward the defeat 
of its enemy, World Imperialism , and the in
auguration of the World Republic of Labor. 

D own w ith Imperialism and Imperialist 
Wars! 
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Resolution Endorsing Work of the 
Secretariat 

THE Conference, after hearing and dis

cussing the report on the past work and 
future tasks of the PPTUS approves the 

activity of the Secretariat, and declares: 

1. That the decisions of the First Con

ference in Hankow have been proved cor

r "'r. ~ in two years' struggle; 
2. That the Secretariat executed correct-

- lr the policies laid down by the First Con
£,, .ence, in energetically extending the af

filiations of the PPTUS, in developing its 

le~ding functions, in providing a systematic 

exchange of information and opinion be

tween the various countries, and in develop

ing international joint actions and mutual 

aid. 
3. The Conference charges the PPTUS 

in the next period, to continue develop and 

intensify this work, paying special attention 

to: 
(a) Develop closer connections with the 

workers of India and support their struggles 

hy all. possible means. 
(b) Improve connections at all costs, with 

Korea, Indonesia, Indo-China, Formosa, 

Straits Settlements, etc. 
(c) Special attention must be paid to sup

port of the Chinese Trade U nion.s. 

(d) Extend and improve the interchange 

of information, especially by wider collabo

ration in the Pan-Pacific Monthly, Pan

Pacific Worker, Far Eastern Bulletin, and 

by publication of pamphlets in all languages 

of the Pacific, (Japanese, Chinese, Korean, 

Annamese, ] avanese, Tagalog, etc.). 

(e) Develop joint actions in all countries 

of the Pacific, especially in mobilization of 

the masses for struggle against Imperialism 

and imperialist war. 

(f) l\1ore timely and systematic partici

pation in the daily struggles of the various 

affiliated bodies, and the interchange of com

petent workers 
(g) The systematic training of workers 

for leading work in the PPTUS and in all 

countries bordering the Pacific . 

4. The Conference notes many weak

nesses in the work of the PPTUS, (weak

ness of lack of connections, insufficient ac

tive participation in current struggles, etc.), 

and charges .the Secretariat to overcome them 

as soon as possble. The conference calls 

upon all affiliated organizations to support 

the work of the PP'TUS, and do everything 

possible for its hroadei?ing and development. 
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Resolutions and Decisions of the 
Second PPTUS Conference 

T he Tasks of the Trade Unions in the Pacific Countries in the Struggle against 
War and Imperialism. 

1. The struggle for domination in the 
Pacific and for the exploitation of the co
lonial and semi-colonial peoples in the coun
tries bordering the Pacific becomes keener 
and kee.rier from day to day, in connection 
with the increased productive capacity of the 
capitalist countries on the one hand and the 
shrinking of ·the markets on the other. It 
is in the Pacific that the interests of the 
USA, ] a pan, Great Britain and France clash 
m ore strongly, for it is in this area that we 
find the largest and most important colonial 
and semi-colonial countrie·s, whose exploita
tion is the fundamental pre-requisite for the 
very: existence of the imperialist powers. 

2. The fierce struggle for dom'ination in 
the Pacific is due to the fact that the colonial 
and semi-colonial countries in the Pacific 
possess huge sources of raw materials and 
cheap labor, and in the case of war these 
countries can furnish large colored armies. 
Such countries as China, India, Indonesia, 
the Philippines, Indochina, etc., constitute 
huge human reservoirs and possess inexhaust
ible resources; it is this that makes them the 
object of the fiercest competition and rivalry. 
The struggle for domination in the Pacific 
is a struggle for monopolistic and exclusive 
infh1ence in ·these countries, aimed at the 
elimination of all competitors and the sub
jugation of hundreds . of millions of people 
in the interests of the ruling classes of the 
strongest capitalist country. 

3 . The central object of this intense com
petit ive struggle among the imperialist pow·· 
ers, particularly among the USA, Japan and 
Great Britain, is China with its hundreds of 
mill ions of population, with its rich natural 
resources, with its diligent population and 
enorm ous market for foreign goods. In 
China there is a continuous and feverish 

struggle among these imperialist powers for 
domination. Everyone of these imperialist 
powers supports its O':Vn particular militarist 
clique and its group of followers among the 
bourgeoisie; each one of them has its own 
spheres of influence, its ports, concessions and 
territories. The struggle between the vari
ous militarist cliques reflects . the struggle be
tween the various imperialist powers for the 
division of China, among themselves. Having 
come later than the others into· China, the U. 
S.A. parades under the flag of liberali~m; it 
declared itself for the open door policy solely 
for the purpose of winning over to its side 
the bourgeoisie and feudal lords of China 
and in order to squeeze the ] apanese and 
British competitors · out of the Chinese mar
ket. There is a vicious circle of insoluble 
contradictions around China. 

The imperialist powers are at present in
volved in the most terrific struggle for the 
capture of the Chinese market. 

4. Out of this arises the unceasing arma
ment race, the construction of military and 
naval bases, the fortification of · the coasts 
and islands lying in the Pacific. All this is 
done under the smoke screen of pacifist 
phrases about overcoming the crying contra
dictions, about disarmament, etc. But un
der the mask of naval and military confer
ences on the question of disarmament, the 
mad race in the construction of dread
naughts, cruisers, submarines, hydro-aero
planes and other instruments of w ar still goes 
on. The increase of production and the sim
ultaneous contraction of the markets forces 
the ruling class to prepare for the use of 
force, in order to seize from the hands of 
the competitors and rivals, by military force, 
the most advantageous positiOns in the col
onial and semi-colonial countries. 
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-5. ·The sharpening stn 1ggle for domina
tion in the Paci fi c refl ects the regrO'upirt'g 
of forces in w orl d politics and w orld eco-

-n om ics, f or in th is fi erce ·struggle, the USA 
appears as the m ain challenger against G reat 
Britain for world domination, and against 
J apan· f or dom.inat ion in the Paci fic. The 

·new constella tion of fo rces aft er the war, 
when the USA fo rces Gre·at Britain ever 
fu rther into second place, domination in the 
Pacifi c · m eans domination of the world. 
T hat is why the struggle for hegem ony in 
-the Pacific is so bound up with the struggle 
for the " f reedom of the seas," which in f act 
m eans f reedom f or one country and closed 
doors fo r all the others. Until quite recently 
it was Great Britain w ho was mistress of t_h e 
seas. Now the United States is after the 
mastery of the seas. And while she is 
fi ghting ! or -the " f reedom of the seas" the 
USA is feverishly creating that f orce, 
which will guarantee her this "fredom" 

-against all her rivals a~nd com-petitors. 

With - the post-war crisis ·having becom e 
chronic, with the economic power of Eng
land dwindling, with the growing industrial 
and imperialist activity of Germany, w ith 
the g rowing contradictions between England 
and France, the intensification of the strug
gle of the colon ial peoples against imperial
ism, with the g rowth of the revolutionary 
struggle of the w orking class in all capitalist 
countries and the mad struggle for markets, 

'and the veriem ous hatred of the whole capi
talist' w orld against the USSR, which is 
g rowing economically and politically-war 
becom es the only solution for the imperialist 
pow ers. The characteristic feature of this 
situati on is the circumstance that no m atter 
where the new war may start, ·whether in 
Europe or America, in the Atlantic or on the 
Pacifi c, the new war will become a world 
war, f or the question of the re-division of the 
world will arise again. 

7. On the other hand, there can be no 
doubt that the imperialist powers, while pre

paring f or war against one another, are also 
preparing for war against the USSR, f or 
the peaceful construction of socialism in the 
USSR disturbs the equilibrium of the whole 

capi talist system , weakening the position of 
the r uling classes, for _it serves as a constant 
living example for the workers of the whole 
world, illustrating the possibility of doing 
away w ith the exploitation of m an by man 

·and the re-organiz-ation of society on 
socialist f oundations. T h is preparation f or 
war against the Soviet Union is carried on 
system ati cally and with the g reatest deter
mination, irrespective of which party is in 
power in the U SA , E 1ngland, G ermany or 
F rance . The con servatives, liberals and re
f or mists all equall y hate the victorious pro
letarian revolution, and are all ready to pre
vent the development and the construction of 
Sovie t Russia on a socialist basis. 

8. The provocative action of the Chinese 
militarists on the Chinese E astern R ailway 
\vhich was prepared by the imperialists prov~s 
on th e one side that· they are ready to use all 
m easures in order to _deal a crushing blow 
to the Soviet Union, and on. the other hand 
that th ey are r.eady to start a war in a ny 
part of the world to directly or indi rectly 
participate in the war in order to captu re by 
f orce new territories and new spheres of in
fluence. The plan of the United States to 
internationalize the Chinese Eastern R ailway 
by giving over the control of the railway 
to an international trust is an attempt to 
strengthen its hold upon Manchuria, to clear 
the ground f or its imperialist aims with the 
aid of the Chinese militarists. Similar provo
cations may take place at any moment and 
thus the toil ing masses of the world will 
be f aced with the war danger. 

9. The pressure of the imperialist pow
ers on the colonial and semi-colonial peo
ples, the · preparation of war aga-inst- the So-· 
viet Union, the increasing exploitation, t he 
stifl ing of the emancipation movement in ::tl l 
countries, the direct help extended _ by t he 
imperialists to the reactionary military :1.nd 
feudal cliques in China, India, etc. , the mass 
arrests and killings of workers in colonial . 
~md semi-colonial countries-all thes~ take n 
together puts before the trade union org,mi
zations bordering the Pacific Ocean very 
serious problems. These problems are large
ly those of m ethods of struggle against im-
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perialism, of struggle against the war dan

get, and of methods and tactics of fightin~· 

the feudal and national bourgeoisie. 

1 0. One of the first conditions of a suc

cess£ ul fight against imperialism and against 

the war danger is the necessity of transform

ing the existing trade unions into mass or

ganizations and the irreconcilable fight of 

all these organizations against imperialism, 

against all the elements who ~re ready to 

collaborate with the imperailists and all thosl'· 

who propagate class collaboration. Th>? 

struggle against war and imperialism is pos

sible only when it is based on a merciless 

class fight, only when the workers and peas

ant organizations will be able to connect their 

fight against war and imperialism with t.hci r 

immediate interests, only if they connect 

their fight against imperialism with the fight 

::tgainst the feudal landlords, with their fight 

for the land, with the ' fight for the seven 

hour day, for real social legislation, for the 

overthrow of the feudal bourgeois reaction

aries and for the establishment of a_ workers 

and peasants government. 

11. Experience has shown that a success

£ ul fight against war can be carried on only 

when we conduct daily propaganda in edu
cating the masses of workers . in the spirit of 

the class struggle, explaining to them the 

part played by the imperialist and national 

bourgeoisie in the preparation of war, and 

we carry on steady propaganda among . the 

soldiers and sailors, when we establish the 

united front between the colored and white 

soldiers, and between the soldiers and work

ers anti peasants. Only by caq-ying on our 

daily and tireless work for the political uni

fication of the working masses and for the 

establishment of permanent connections with 

the soldiers and sailors,-can we succeed to 

accomplish fruitful results m our fi'ght 

;:ga inst war and imperialism. 
12. The fight against war and imperial

ism in the countries bordering the Pacific 

. must be carried on under the slogan of 

"Down with all racial barriers", because 

maintaining of racial barriers · is the best 

m eans in the hands of the bourgeoisie for 

the incitement of the colored workers against 

the whites and vice versa. And also of dif-

ferentcolored races against each 0taer. Not 

a racial war but a class war, not a war of 

nations, but a war of the exploited against 

the exploiters, not a war against th.e Soviet 

Union but a war against those who organize 

an attack against the Soviet Republic-this 

is what we stan~ for. Only under this slo
gan can we successfully carry on our work 

and prepare the masses for decisive actiQn 

against their bourgeoisie and against the im

perialists when war will be declared. 

13. Of especial -importance in the work 

of preparing the proletariat for the .fight 
against war and imperialism is the task of 

uniting (organizing) the most exploited sec

tions of the. working class in the colonies 

and semi-colonies,-the working women and 

young workers. In connection with this it 

is necessary to fight against bourgeois paci

fism, which gained a certain influence among 

women and young workers by means of 

esta.hlishing various sport organizations, bene

ileal and educational societies. These or

ganizations are being rapidly spread by the 

imperialists and their agents in the . coloni.es 

and semi-colonies. The task of the organi

zations a.ffiiliated to the PPTUS is to draw 

the women and young workers into the anti

imperialist movement and do all in their 

power to attract them in the fight of the 

working class against the danger of new 

imperialist wars al)d imperialism. 
1 4. In order to carry on a successful fight 

against war and imperialism it is also · neces

sary to carry on a merciless fight, not only 

aga inst the open imperialists, not only against 

the bourgeois and feudal lackeys, in the col

onial countries, but also against the reform

ists who have t~~ ken upon themselves the 

task of corrupting the labor movement in the 

colonies and to subject it to imperialism. Re

formism of the imperialist countries under 

the mask of pacifism is the direct agency of 

the bourgeoisie. This is illustrated by the 

whole activities of the General Council of 

the British trade unions, as for instance by 

its recent action against the textile strikers 

in Bombay and by the whole activities of 

Redo Sodomei of Japan, the A. F. of L- in 

USA, the CGTU in France. The reform

ists in the colonial countries (for instance 111 
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lnda, Indonesia a~d so on) are the paid 

agents of the imperialists and of their re

spective national bourgeoisie. Against all re

i ormists we must carry on a merciless fight 

since they are attempting to carry out the im

perial-ist and bourgeois reformist policy within 

the working masses of the Pacific countries. 

Every worker in the Pacific must understand 

that the active penetration of the reformists 

of the imperialist countries into the coun

_tries bordering on the Pacific, pursues the 

aim to perpetuate imperialist oppression and 

exploitation at the same time the block of 

reformist of imperialist countries with those 

of the colonial countries which is being 

formed by the :tgents of international cap

italism. Mr. Albert Thomas, directly en

dangers the struggle for independence of the 

colonial and semi-colonial peoples, because 

the main task of the native reformists is to 

lead the movement of the masses into the 

channels of class-collaboration and concilia

tion with imperialism. 

15. War is inseparable from imperialism. 

Imperialism will never give up voluntarilv 

the privileges and territories which is force

f u lly acquired in the colonial and semi-co

lonial countries. 'rhis is why the independ

ence of the colonial and semi-colonial peoples 

cannot be won unless imperialism is crushed. 

The ref ore the agitation and propaganda 

and the whole work of the trade unions in 

the countries bordering the Pacific must be 

carried on under the slogans: "Drive out the 

Japanese imperialists from Korea, China and 

Formosa", "Drive out British imperialists 

from India, China and Singapore", "Drive 

out the American Imperialists from China, 

the Philippines and Hawaiian Islands," 

"Drive out the French imperialists from 

Indo-China", "Drive out the Dutch imperi

alists from Indonesia"! etc. In China, 

where the struggle among the imperialist 

powers is reflected in the wars between the 

militarist cliques, it is necessary to issue the 

slogan "Down -v.rith war between rhe various 

malitarist diques!" War by the work~rs .and 

peasants of all' China against the militarist 

cliques and their imperialist bosses!'' 

16. The more the struggle against war 

and imperialism will be carried on on an in

ternational scale-the greater will be its suc

cess. This means, that it is necessary to draw 

into the struggle white and colored _workers 

to carry on agitation in the armies in the 

imperialist countries as well as among the 

occupational troops in the colonies. At the 

same time it is neces~ary to cary on anti-im

perialist work among colored troops and to 

draw into active work the workers, wome11 

workers, and the youth of all colors and 

races. . Those sections of the working class 

of all countries which had great experience 

in this work must render all possible help 

to their class brothers in order to extend and 

consolidate the front of the workers -of the 

Pacific countries in the fight against war 

and imperialsm. 
1 7. The ousting of the imperialists from 

the colonial and semi-colonial countries is a 

question of power. It is for this reason 

that the m?in task of the trade un~ons in the 

countries bordering .the Pacific is to penetrate 

the factories and shops, to organize the work

ers and peasant masses and to establish a real 

force f qr the impending fight. Without this 

there cannot be any real fight against and 

imperialism. Without entrenching our

selves deeply into the masses, without the de

velopment of the work of our illegal and 

legal trade unions, without the daily partici

pation of the trade unions in · the economic 

fight of the working class,-no real fight 

against war and imperialism is possible. This 

is why all the work of sections affiliated to 

the trade union secretariat must be directed 

towards the drawing in of the masses of the 

trade unions, the fight for the open existence 

of the trade unions and for the organization 

of the m:asses in order to crush capitalism 

and to establish the power of labor. This is 

the only road leading to the ending of war 

and imperialism. 
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Concerning the Conditions of Juvenile and 
Child Labor tn the Pacific Countries 

The si tuation of juvenile and child labor 
in the colonies. · 

1. 'rhe employment of children and 
youths is widely practised in the countries on 
the P acific coast and serves imperialism and 
the national bourgeoisie as a s.ource of enrich
ment by methods of gross robbery. Juvenile 
labor constitutes more than one ·third of all 
the workers employed in the different indus
tries: in many branches of industry, such as 
textile, tobacco and silk industries, youth 
labor constitutes from\ 50 to 60 per cent. 
( India, China), while the number of children 
employed in industry reaches 10 to 15 pe·r 
cent. of the total number of workers. Young 
workers and children, as the cheapest labor 
on the market are subjected to the most 
extreme exploitation. 

2. The position of the workers' children 
and jtlveniles is characterized by the fol
lowing: ·They work from 12 to 14 hours 
a day; in home-industries, the· working day 
knows no limitations; the wages ' of the 
juvenile reach only from one-third to one
half the wages received by adults. Childrens.' 
wages are still lower. The decreese on the 
protection of child labor that exist in a num
ber of countr-ies do not alleviate .their lot in 
any degree, but serve only as a ruse of the 
capitalists for deceiving public opinion. Even 
the most elementary rules concerning factory 
work that are put into effect in several coun
tries (China, ] apan, India) are not being 
adhered to and their being put into effect is 
not at all guaranteed by the governments. 
There exist, on the contrary, in all the coun
tries of the Pacific region, laws that rob 
the juvenile of the most elementary human 
rights (as for instance, the right to be a 
member of a Trade Union). 

3. The institution of apprenticeship is 
a special method of exploiting juvenile labor. 
The working hours of a youth are not less, 
but often considerably longer than those of 

a grown-up worker. Their wages are ex
ceedingly low, and in most of the cases they 
work only for food that keeps them barely 
alive: this food is supplied by the owner of 
the factory or the m aster tradesm an. They 
have to suffer inhuman treatment, blows-, tor
tures, fin es, etc. from the hands of the f ore 
men and the bosses of the factories and mills. 
The condition of the apprentices in the trades 
is especially difficult, where they are defence
less against · the wilful acts of the petty and 
the bigger bosses who are using them at the 
same time in the capacity of home servants. 
These youths have up till now in China and 
India, more than that, even in capitalistically 
developed Japan, been bought like slaves 
from the different labor-agencies. The con
tracts that are concluded between the parents 
who are selling their children to th e fac
tories, are in reality nothing else than a veiled 
form of a bill of sale. The barracks that a re 
built near the factories to house these appren-
tices are jails in reality. . Strict rules f or 
bidding the young workers to leave the 
grounds of the factories in a whole number 
of enterprises exist in different countries. 

These conditions of slavery, of course1 are 
the cause of the high percentage of m ort ality 
among the working youth, and children. 

· 4. Capitalist rationalization that has been 
put into effect in a whole number of the 
countries along the Pacific coast (Japan, In
dia, China) has increased the numbers of 
unqualified workers and especially the num
bers of the juvenile workers and children, 
which in its turn worsened the economic posi
tion of the working class as a whole. The 
percentage of juvenile workers has increased 
in all of these countries if . compared w ith 
the total df workers employed. 

5. In all these countries the worki ng 
youth is actively taking part in the pol iti"cal 
and economic struggles of the working class. 
We notice everywhere a violent growth o'f 
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independent strikes of the working youth that 
very often broaden into a general struggle of 
the working class; this found its expression in 
the organization of revolutionary-class trade 
unions (the All-China Federation of Revolu
tionary Trade Unions; the Hyogikai in 
Japan, the Girny-Kamgar in India, etc.) that 
are taking up the struggle with the reformist 
and yellow trade unions. The situation and 
the part played by the young workers in in
dustry as well as their participation in the 
struggle of the working class in the Pacific 
countries put before the Pacific trade union 
movement the task · of fighting ruthlessly 
against the exploitation of young workers and 
children, of sharpening the economic struggle 
for the special interest of the young workers 
and children, and of organizing the broad 
masses of the young workers in revolutionary 
trade unions. 

6. The admission of juvenile workers 
meets with many obstacles in the different 
countries partly owing to the fact that the 
admission of youths to trade unions is pro
hibited, and partly because the juvenile work
ers are denied the right of active participation · 
in trade union work unless they are 18 years 
of age (for instance, the trade union law in 
India). 

The struggle for the right of participation 
in .Trade Unions and fo~ the right of mem
bership must be carried on together with the 
struggle for the equal rights of juvenile and 
adult workers in the trade unions. 

7. The experience of the working class 
in the economic struggles has shown that the 
tendency of creating juvenile trade unions 
(e. g. the attempt at organizing an appren
tices' uni0n in Corea, the young printers' in 
Corasetc), is harmful and brings unnecessary 
division into the ranks of the trade unions of 
the working classes as a whole by isolating 
the young workers from the struggles of the 
whole working class. We must determinedly 
oppose this tendency and fight for the dis
solution of such trade unions of young work
ers; where general trade unions do not exist, 
we must use these unions of juvenile workers 
as a basis for the organization of trade unions 
founded upon the general lines of class strug
gle (the young printers in Corea, etc.). 

8. We must create special organs for the 
young workers in order to draw them into 
the Trade Unions and into the active strug
gle carried out by the trade unions. Their 
tasks will be the practical working out of the 
demands of young workers, etc. The ex
perience of the international trade union 
movement in its work among the young 
workers shows that the creation of youth sec
tions and juvenile committees is essential. 
These should not · be separated from the 
adult workers within the trade unions but on 
the contrary would make the drafting of the 
young workers into the trade unions much 
easier, acquainting the young workers with 
the everyday questions of the economic and 
political struggle of the working class, with 
the actual ·tasks of the trade unions and the 
specific demands and tasks confronting the 
young workers. 

The organs for the young workers in the · 
trade unions must be founded on the indus
trial principles, that is they must unite the 
young workers of every given industry and 
be supported by the cadres of the young 
workers, representatives chosen in the f ac
tories. They must have elective representa
tives in the trade unions that have the right 
to register the juvenile workers and to issu~ 

a paper for the youth. 
The young workers must be given tht 

right to elect their representatives into all 
the elective organs of the trade unions (the 
committees, the strike committees, the factory 
committees) ; th::tt within these organs wiil 
propose to discuss the economic demands of 
specific interest to the working youth and 
children. 

9. The struggle for the drawing of the 
young workers into the trade unions and for 
their specific demands, for their drawing 
into the economic struggles, is decisively op
posed by the leaders of the reformists and 
yellow trade unions. They advocate the 
separation of the young workers from the 
struggle of the adult workers and reject also 
any support of the struggles of the ?Oung 
workers (the yellow unions in China, the 
reformist unions in Japan). The traitorous 
part played by the reformist leaders must be 
thoroughly explained to the young workers, 



42 THE PAN-PACIFIC MONTHLY 

as well as their ideas of "class collaboration." 
The young workers must also be drawn into 
the common struggle against the leaders of 
the reformist trade unions, in India, Japan 
and the Philippines, and the yellow unions 
in China. 

10. The struggle for the specific interests 
of the young workers and against the ex
ploitation of their labor demands the calling 
into life of the united front of the young 
and the adult workers and the drawing of the 
young workers into the economic struggles. 
The adherents of the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Conference must, in order to reach 
this goal, always and everywhe-re defend and 
struggle for the interests of the young 
workers. 

The Conference decidedly rejects the craft 
tendencies that prevail in a number of trade 
unions, which lead to an underestimation of 
the tremendous task of de£ ending the in
terests of juvenile and child labor. The 
revolutionary Trade Unions must carry on 
an intensive propaganda among the masses 
of the working class explaining the great need 
of fighting against the use of child labor. 

11. The daily struggle of the trade 
unions acquires a special significance where it 
concerns both individual and general interests 
of the working youths. The trade unions 
must take the leadership of the evermore 
violent struggles of th e 'Vvorking yr.11th into 
their own hands. The conference condemns 
those cases when certain organs of revolu
tionary trade unions fail to extend the neces
sary assistance to the struggling young work
ers ; but went ev~n so f ar as to take action 
against the independent strikes of the work
ing youth. The revolutionary trade unions 
must give every possible assistance and support 
to the independent strikes of the young work
ers, and must lead them on the higher level 
developing them into a general strike of the 
workers of the given industry. 

When the young workers declare inde
pendent strikes to fight for their own· in
terests, being compelled to take this step by 
the absence of trade unions or by the refusal 
of the yellow trade unions (China) to take 
part in the struggle for the interests of _ the 
young workers, or by the refusal of the trade 

unions that are led by reformists ( India, 
Japan )-their strike must be given every pos
sible assistance by the revolutionary trade 
unions. 

12. The Pan-Pacific Trade Union con
£ erence, taking into consideration the tremen
dous political significance and the necessity 
of organized struggle against the exploitation 
of child labor and for the defence of the 
economic interests of children-ad vacates 
the organization of special groups f or chil
dren in the trade unions; the task of these 
will be the organization of entertainq1ents for 
children, their cultural education, the strug
gle f.or their economic interests and their 
education according to the principles of class 
struggle. 

13. Taking into consideration the im
portance of organizing the young agrarian 
proletariat and the young workers employed 
in home industries, the con£ erence of the 
-Pan-Pacific Trade Unions demands that spe-
cial attention should be directed towards 
the organization of these most backward and 
least organized section of the worker . 

14. The P an-P_acific C on£ erence of 
Trade Unions accepts the f allowing pro
gram of the demands for young workers and 
children which should be fou ght f or by the 
trade unions in the countries border ing the 
Pacific: 

( 1 )- Child bhor must be abolished . The 
employment of children under 14 years of 
age should be prohibited. The drafting of 

- children for work in f actories by labor agents 
and other r epresentatives of the ow ners 
should be forbidden . 

( 2) Equal right to trade umon and 
political activity f or young and adult workers. 

All decrees according to ":'hich young 
workers are denied the right of trade union 
and political activity should be annulled. 
Young workers should be drawn in to all 
political and economic struggles, and should 
enjoy the full right to strike. -

( 3) Equal wages for equal labor. The 
conditions of labor and rates of wages of 
the young workers must be regulate-d in the' 
same way as _the wages . of adult workers 
on the basis of collective agreements. 
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Young workers should · be employed only 
six hours a day and should enjoy a yearly 
leave of f<_mr weeks. 

( 4) Young workers less than 20 years of 
age are not to be employed in work harmful 
to their health. 

Night work and accord work of workers 
urider 18 ·years of age should be forbidden. 
The sweating system for young workers 
should be abolished. 

( 5) Fines and punishments of yotlJ1g 
workers should be prohibited . (deductions of 
wages, bodily punishment); violations of the 
Child· Labor Protection Laws are to be fined. 

( 6) A two years' apprenticeship should 
be established and compulsory board and 
lodging with the bosses abolished. Bodily 
punishments should be prohibited. The use 
of appreritices for work not connected with 
their profession should not be allowed. In
dividual agreements on training .should be 
annulled. _ A sliding scale of wages for the 
tii-ne of . the _ training of apprentices to be 
institl.Jte<;lt _._The workers and the represen-

tatives el~cted by the apprentices themselves 
must exercise strict control on the institu
tion of apprenticeship. 

( 7) A weekly day of rest should be 
fixed. 

( 8) The use of child labor in indus
tries that are harmful to health, in hard 
labor, in underground work, in mines and 
on dangerous machinery should be pro
hibited. 

( 9) Young workers should be given . the 
possibility of rece1vmg professional ftnd 
technical training. 

( 10) 'l'he Pan Pacific . Trade Union 
Conference decides to set up a commiss-ion 
of young workers as part of the Pan-Pacifie 
Secretariat. The Conference charges the 
Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat with 
the task of concretely working out the ques
tions raised by the conference concerning the 
working conditions of juvenile and child 
labor, and to organize in all of its press 
organs special studies on questions dealing 
with labor conditions of juvenile and child 
labor. 

From left to right: Losiev; from Soviet Buriat-Mongolia; Loktiev, Council of T. U. of Spviet 
Far East- Delegates to the Second PPTUS Conference held in Vladivostok August 15-22, 1929. 
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Immediate Tasks of the Pan-Pacific 
Trade Union Secretariat 
I. 

T HE Second Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
· Conference reaffirms the Economic 

Program. adopted by the First Conference 
in Hankow, May 20th, 1927, which declared 
as follows: 

( 1) "In all the conolial and semi
colonial . countries, we witness an unlimited 
exploitation of labor. The working day is 
as long as sixteen and eighteen hours; the 

,workers slave away the whole year round 
without holiday or vacation; the wages re
ceived by the workers do _not secure for them 
even the bearest existence; there exists no 
labor legislation whatever to protect the work
ers; in many of these countries corporal 
punishment is still practised, etc., etc." 

(2) Women and children are subjected 
. to extremely inhuman exploitation. Their 
wages are considerably lower than those of 
the male workers; they often receive less 
than one dollar a month for the very same 
work performed by men. They work as 
long as men, and because of their physical 
weakness and defenseless state they are very 
often subjected to insults and corporal punish
ment. In China, Indonesia, India, Corea, 
Indo-China and on the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean the very same conditions' prevail as 
prevailed in the early period of primitive cap
italist accumulation. At the same time the 
cruel and brutal exploitation is intensified by 
a highly developed system of racial oppres
sion on the part of the imperialist powers. 

( 3) National capitalism which is devel
oping in all the colonial countries takes ad
vantage of the system of exploitation intro
duced by the imperialists and cloak the un
heard-of slavery with patriarchal and nation
alistic phraseology. The imperialist and 
national bourgeoisie have formed a strong 
united front against the most elementary 
economic demands of the workers by force 
and · cunning they prevent the rising of the 
living standar.d of the toiling· masses. · 

( 4) This condition by which the cheap 
slave-labor power is applied to an ever-greater 
extent because of the phenomenal profits it 
brin O'S causes one section of the working class 

0 ' 

to be turned and used against another section 
of the working class. The bourgeoisie, in 
investing capital in colonial industries and in 
building factories and shops, not only pursues 
the aim of reaping high profits, but also that 
of lowering the living and working standards 
of the workers in the capitalist countries. 
This they achieve by exploiting the cheap 
labor of the colonial and semi-colonial coun
tries. 

( 5) This difference in living and work
ing.:, conditions puts the greatest obstacles in 
the way of creating a united front of all 
the workers of the different races and nation
alities of the Pacific. These obstacles and 
difficulties are increased and complicated by 
the bourgeois ideological influence over the 
masses, which encourages racial hatred and 
pre judices in respect to the colored races 
which are considered "inferior." These arti
ficially-created prejudices are intended by the 
imperialists and capitalists to render an under
standing and agreement between the exploited 
of all races against their exploiters· impossible. 

In . order to put an end to such a state of 
affairs, in order to do away _ with restrictive 
legislation directed against colored labor, in 
order to deprive the imperialist-bourgeoisie of 
their most important weapon which is used 
to lower the standard of living of the work
ing class, and in order to liberate the toiling 
masses in the colonial countries from me
dieval slavery, the Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Conference hereby decides to carry on a de"" 
termined struggle in all colonial and semi
colonial .countries for the following ten de
mands: 

1. Introduction of the 8-hour day. 

2. Introduction of a regular, continu
ous 42-hour weekly rest for all workers. 
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3. Introduction of social insurance in 
case cif illness, accident, incapacitation and 
unemployment. The whole burden of social 
insurance to be borne by employers and gov
ernment. 

4-. Prohibition of night work for 
women. Eight · weeks of paid vacation be
fore, and eight weeks after confinement. 

5. -Absolute prohibition of sale . and 
purchase of children for purposes of ex
ploitation. Prohibition of child labor for all 
persons under 14- years. 

6. Equal wages for equal work. 
7. Freedom of organization; freed om 

of assembly and the press; freed om to or-
ganize and carry on strikes. . 

· 8. Introduction of a Labor Inspection 
whose organs are to be elected by the trade 
umons. 

9. Abolition of corporal punishment, 
fines, the practise of docking off wages or of 
paying wages with products from factory 
stores. 

10. The organization of labor pickets 
for struggle against fascism and blacklegging. 

II. 
The Second Conference declares that the 

stri1ggle for the 8-hour day must now be 
supplemented by the slogan of "The seven
hour day," which is already achieved for a 
large section of the workers of the Soviet 
Union. The following points must be added 
to the program: 

1. The establishment of a minimum 
wage in each country, and constant struggle 
to raise this minimum to the level of the 
highest standard obtaining in the Pacific. 

2. Absolute equality of working con
ditions for all workers of different races and 
nationalities working in the same enterprises. 

3. The abolition of forced labor and of 
forcible recruiting of labor, as it is practised 
by French imperL.lism on Indo-China, by 
Dutch imperialism in Indonesia; and the 
abolition of contract labor which makes 
strikes impossible and ties the worker to the 
employer as a slave to his master. Struggle 
against the slavery methods of French im
perialism in Indo-China (forcible transix>rta- . 
tion of coolies from Tonkin to the New 
Hebrides, etc.), also against corporal punish-

ment and the tortures practised by the im
perialists .against the workers of all colonial 
countries. 

III. 
The Con£ erence declares that one of the 

first tasks of the trade unions, especially in 
the colonial and semi-colonial countries, is 
the systematic training of new cadres of 
leaders in economic struggles, taking into con
sideration the · best experience of the national 
and internatio~al movements. Especially is 
it necessary that the questions of strike 
strategy, of independent leadership of con
flicts with the capitalists shall be studied. The 
conference emphasizes the necessity and great 
importance of creating in every strike and 
in every economic ~onflict special, leading 
organs (strike committees, anti-lockout com
m:ittees, etc.) elected by all workers, men, 
women and youths, involved in the struggle, 
and serve to draw in the masses to active 
partiCipation. The strike . committees must 
conduct the struggles in such manner as to 
dissolve the "Yellow" and governmental or
ganizations among the workers, and break 
up all so-coiled conciliation schemes a-nd com- -
pulsory arbitration, brought forward by the 
capitalist agents in order to strangle the work
ing class struggle. Struggle against · the in
direct forms of forced labor (poll taxes, 
house taxes, etc., designed to force native 
peasants on to the capitalist plantations). 

IV. 

The Con£ erence recognizes that m the 
· different countries of the Pacific the utmost 
variety prevails in· the stage of development 
of trade unions, in economic development · of 
industry. and in forms of imperialist oppres
sion and th€ struggle for national liberation. 
This variety of conditions reflects itself in 
putting di:ff:erent phases of our general pro
gram into the foreground of practical strug
gle. The Secretariat is charged, as one of 
its principal duties, to mantain and establish 
contact with the organizations in each coun
try, and work out in connection with them, 
concrete directives for the developme.nt of 
the programs of economic struggle, for the 
solution of political and organizational pro~
lems and for concentrating attention in each 
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country upon the most important and pressing 
questions of the moment. 

v. 
The Second Pan-Pacific Trades Union 

Conference, approving the economic pro
gram:,-passed by the First Conference in Han
kow, declares that the fight for these demands 
is part' and parcel of the general fight for the 
commol1 aims and tasks, decided upon by the 
first and second ·Conference of the Pan
Pacific Trade Unions. The work of the 
class labor organizations in th~ Pacific must 
be permeated with the spirit of internation
alism. It is necessary to mobilize the masses 
of the colonies and imperialist countries for 
a de.cisive and irreconcilable fight for na
tional and social liberation of the exploited 
peoples and exploited classes in the countries 
of the Pacific. Such a class organization, as 

the Pan-Pacific TU Secretariat, must -co
ordinate and connect its struggle with those 

organizations in the various countries and 

with the international organizations, such as 

the Latin-American Confederation and the 
RIL U, which have as their aims and are 

really carrying out a decisive struggle against 
imperialism, against racial barriers, against 
colonial oppression and exploitation of man by 
man. The Second Pan-Pacific TU Confer
ence will call upon all organizations affiliated 
to the PPTUS to co-ordinate all of their 
activities in the fight for the immedi·ate and 
general demands of the . working class with 

all the organizations, which recognize the 
principles of the class struggles and which 
pursue the same aims and tasks as the 

PPTUS. 

A group of delegates to tlte Second PPTUS Conference, lteld in Vladt'i.Jostok August 15-22, 1929, frater

nizing :v.;ith tlte Red Army on tlte M anc!tttrian border near Pograniclmaya. 
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Resolution ·of the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Conference on the Question 

of Women's Labor 

W '0l\1EN'S labor is being widely em-
ployed by imperialist and national 

capital in industry and in big agricultural 
enterprises in the countries of the Pacific. 
As the cheapest labor power thrown on the 
market by the peasantry in the Pacific coun
tries, which is being proletarianized, woman's 
labor as the cheapest labor power is subj ected 
to the m ost terrible exploitation. 

The carrying out of capitalist rationaliza
tion and the preparation of the capitalists of 
all countries for new wars leads to an . in
crease in employment of unskilled women 
and to an intensification of exploitation of 
th e working class as a whole, and women in 
particular, worsening the general conditions 
of labor and increasing the already great re
serves of unemployed. Capitalist exploita
tion of wom en in the Pacific countries, as 
well in the East as a whole, where remnants 
of feudal customs still prevail is worsened 
by the complete lack of any rights for 
women in the political field and in home 
life. In connecti on with this, it must be 
stated th(tt the revolutionary trade unions in 
tLc Pacific countries have not carrie:d on 
sufficient work among the women workers. 
The revolutionary unions underestimate the 
importance of women workers in industry 
and the need of organizing the broad masses 
of women workers and of drawing them 
into the general cl ass struggle of the work
ing class for the immediate economic de
mands of the working women. This 
struggle must be connected with the general 
political tasks, with the fight against im
perialism and new imperialist w 3:rs. All this, 
considering the present day international 
si tuation, is. of great importance. 

)"'he percentage of women workers em
ployed in industry and in capitalist planta
tions in the Pacific countries reached in re-

cen t years from 40 to 50 percent of, and in 
som e industries ( textile, silk, and 011 planta
tions)--up to from 70 to 80 percen·t ~ 

In the colonial and semi-colonial coun
tri es, the m ost ruthless exploitation of w omen 
workers is taking place, and the practise of 
s:gning contracts, which bind women work
ers to the place of employment f or certain 
terms and f or a miserly wage, leads to con
ditions bordering on slavery. On the other 
hand, wages of women in the colonies are 
unly a. small fraction of the wages received 
b_r m en and w om en workers in th e capitalist 
countries. The long working hours, reach
ing from 14 to 15 hours a day, along with 
th e complete lack of any protecti on of the 
labor of women and protection of matern ity 
and the unsanitary conditions of work,
lead to a high percentage in the number of 
sicknesses and deaths am ong women work
ers. 

The carrying out of capitalist rat ionaliza
tion at the present time leads to still greater 
exploitati on, to a decrease in wages, to 
worsening of the general labor conditions, to 
an increase in the already high percentage of 
deaths among wom1en workers. 

The spontaneous participation of ·great 
masses of women workers in th e strike 
struggles of recent years is steadily growing. 
In ] apan, we have the strike of text ile work
ers in the years 1923, 1925, 1927: the ac6ve 

· participation of women in a number of 
strikes in Tokyo (1925-1927), which were 
carried out and led by women workers. 

In spite of the growing participation of 
women in the strike movement, wome n 
workers in Japan are very weakly organized 
in the trade unions ( 12,000 women a re 
members in the · trade unions; the total num
ber of women in industry is 308,900); the 
rna jority of them are textile workers, organ
ized in the reformist unions. 
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Still greater in extent, activity and hero
ism was the participation of women workers 
in the revolutionary struggles of recent years 
in China; in the economic and national
emancipation movements. rrhousands of 
women workers participated in the move
ment, particularly in Shanghai, Canton, 
Tientsin, etc. Their historical role can be 
judged by the uprisings in Shanghai and 
Canton in 192 7, and by their great heroism 
shown in the revolutionary struggle against 
imperialism, the traitorous Chinese bour
geoisie a.nd the Kuomintang. This led to 
the great number of victims among women 
workers when white terror began~ to reign. 
During the revolutionary upheaval in China, 
the number of organized women workers 
had greatly increased. In 192 7 in the four 

1 most important provinces there were 325,-
000 organized women workers. 

In British India recently we also notice 
the growth in the participation of women 
workers in th~ strike movement. In the 
strike of the textile workers ( 1928-1929) 
thousands of women alongside the men, 
f:klrticipating in strike committees and in 
picketing. Nevertheless, great numbers of 
women workers in India are not organized 
and the greatest part of women workers (in
cluding the most exploited, employed in 
plantations), are not drawn into the class 
struggle. 

In the uprisings of 1926 in Indonesia, in 
the labor movement of Korea, and in the 
strikes in the Philippines, there has been wit
nessed the spontaneous participation of broad 
masses of women workers unorganized in 
most cases. 

\Vhile the organizational and ideological 
influence of revolutionary class organizations 
upon the industrial female workers and 
working masses in general is as yet quite in
sufficient, the imperialist and national bour
geoisie strives for influence on the most back
ward masses· of working women by means 
of reformist and centrist trade unions, dif
ferent women's leagues and various other 
organizations. In order to cope with these 
efforts of the reformists who organize the 

working women into special women's leagues 

and societies which isolate them from the 
general class proletarian movement, we 
should carry on systematic and efficient work 
among the bt:oad unorganized masses of the 
working women. 

4. To secure the basis for their agita
tion and propaganda work for the drawing 
of the broad masses of working women into 
the trade unions, the revolutionary organiza
tions- have to work out in detail and make 
popular a special programme of demands 
concerning the essential social, economic and 
general · working conditions of the working 
women. In view of the difference in the 
living and working conditions in different 
countries these demands have to be worked 
out correspondingly and put forth in the 
time of economic struggles of the working 
class. The following are the most import
:mt and basic demands: 

Programme of demands: 

Economic: 

1. Equal wages for equal work irrespec
tive of sex and nationality. 

2. The 7-hour working day in industry, 
and 8-hour day in rural economy, a weekly 
day of rest and a yearly leave of absence 
with regular payment. 

3. Abolition of corporal punishment for 
the working women. 

4. Complete abolition of night work for 
women. An active enforcement of such 
abolition. 

5. Prohibition of employment of women 
in harmful enterprises, underground and by 
dangerous machinery. 

6. Inspection of sanitary conditions 111 

factories, workshops and factory hostels. 
7. l\1otherhood protection. Eight weeks' 

paid leave before and eight weeks after con
finement and free medical assistance at the 
expense of the enterprise. 

8. The establishing of nurseries for the 
child!"en of the working women in enter
prises at the expense of employers. 

9. Abolition of labor contracts for 
women. 

10. Political and legal equality for 
woman workers. 
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11. Abolition of different religious and 
daily-life restrictions for women. 

Besides that, it is necessary . to work out 
a ser ies of special demands with regard to 
the needs of women workers employed in 
industry in different countries, for instance, 
aga inst prison regim!e of factory hostels in 
J apan, against <.ruel treatment, etc. The 
immediate and fundamental tasks of the 
P acific trade unions amongst the women 
workers for the time to come is the organiz
ing of women into r evolutionary trade 
umons. 

The trade um ons should carry on: 

a ) Organiz~ tion of broad masses of in
dustrial and rural women workers on the 
basis of unified general class trade unions. 
The present isolation of women proletariat 
in the East must be brought to an end. 

b) The drawing in of the women work
ers should be effected in the very enterprise, 
through special work by a comrade, prefer
ably by a woman, from the rank of the re-

-volutionary shop nucleus or shop committee. 
c) In order to more successfully draw 

women workers into the unions, it is neces
sary to put out demands of especial interest 
to the women workers in general, and to the 
given enterprises in particular. 

d) 'V omen workers should be .elected to 
all leading trade 1mion organs from top to 
bottom on an equal footing with men. 

e) The organization of trade union work 
among women workers can be successful 
only when we recognize the great import
ance of this work and create a special cadre 
of militants, able to carry on this work. 

f) Propaganda for the admission of 
women into trade unions should be carried 
on at factory meetings. During big eco
nomic conflicts it is necessary also to call spe
cial meetings of women workers. It is very 
useful to call from time to time special con
ferences of women workers, organized as 
well as unorganized. 

g) Taking into consideration the low 
level of cultural and politic£!-l development 
of the broad masses of women workers in 
the countries of the Pacific the great per-
centage of illiterates and semi-literates, the 

revolutionary trade unions must pay special 
attention to work out special forms of pro
paganda m1ethods of agitation, and cultural 
work among women workers. Educational 
work must becom e one of the most import
ant m ethods of drawing women workers 
into the trade unions. 

The organization of workers' clubs, w her
ever possible, is one of the best methods of 
drawing in wom en workers. In these clubs 
it is necessary to organize special lectures, 
courses and schools for women workers, cor
ners and rooms ; it is not advisable to organ
ize special and separate women's clubs. 

The most active women should be drawn 
into the work of the clubs, and into the 
workers' correspondence movement. The 
trade union press should devote special ar
ticles to the question of women's labor and 
to the demands of women workers. 

h) The active drawing of the masses of 
women workers into the strike struggle re
quires various forms, but the most important 
form is the participation of women workers 
in all committees, preparing and leading the 
strike struggle, in strike committees, in picket 
committees, etc. 

The trade unions should counteract every 
attempt aimed at considering a strike for 
women's demands as a pure women's strike. 
Every strike in an enterprise is a strike of 
all workers of the given enterprise whatever 
the demands- may be. · 

The trade unions should struggle against 
all attempts of a capitalist making use of old 
survivals in the matter of interrelations be
tween man and man in the oriental coun
tries to crush the united front of proletariat, 
which survivals lessen the activity of women 
in the cause of a general class struggle. 

The trade unions should carry on the 
struggle against strike breabng on the part 
of women in the time of strikes which f nts
trates the class struggle of the proletariat. 

The trade unions should pay attention to 
drawing the womlen into the struggle against 
unemployment, on equal footing with men. 

For the purposes of organizational guid
ance among the women in revolutionary 
trade unions it is necessary : 
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a) For every shop committee or revolu
tionai1' trade union nucleus or for every 
group of enterprises to appoint a special com
rade, if possible a woman, for conducting 
the w ork among women _ workers. 

b) The industrial trade unions also ap
point a special comrade heading a commis
SIOn. 

c ) The same comm.ISSions are to be or
ganized at the industrial confederations of 
trad C) unions. 

d ) Ideological guidance is to be placed 
into the hands or revolutionary executives of 
trade unions before whom the above named 
committees are responsible. 

e) The committees should form bodies of 
active represenL1.tives of most important 
branches of industry and biggest enterprises; 
the body of active workers is to participate 
in the activity of commission and performs 
som e specific tasks. 

f ) The scope of the actiVIty of such 
commissions should include: actual working 
out of programmes of demands for women 
workers, participation in strike leadership, in 
cond ucting educational activity among 
women workers, active participation in cul
tural , economic and organizational activity 
of trade unions, in convoking and working 
out agenda for women workers conference 
in col lecting materials and data on working 
and living conditions of working women, on 
their needs and demands, their feelings etc., 
selecting the most revolutionary elements 
from rank and file woman workers, publish
ing, distributing and popularization of leaf
lets, pamphlets, newspapers, etc., among 
women workers. The commission w orks 
under the control of executive committees 
of the trade unions and is responsible to 
them. 

T he work in reformist unzons. 

T he adherents of revolutionary minority 
of reformist umons should conduct a 
systematic activity among the woman work
ers, members of unions; in order to win 
them for their own camp. Here it is espe-

cially necessary to begin from the very bot
tom of an enterprise. vVhere the reformist 
unions have women's sections and commis
sions we should work in those organizations, 
keeping a proper political line and disclosing 
at every opportunity the reformist actions 
of the leaders. It is of great importance, 
too, to take part in con£ erences of woman 
workers, convened by reformist unions in 
order to struggle for all conciliatory at
tempts, for a correct political line. The 
work among the woman workers of those 
unions is very complicated and requires 
working out a special plan of action, taking 
into consideration the surroundings, yet it 
is the more necessary as in many unions 
(Japan) the number of woman workers or
ganized into the reformist unions is far 
greater than that of the members of revolu
tionary . umons. 

The ·work in womenJs leagues and socte
ties. 

The work among the woman workers of 
certain branches of industry, who were 
drawn into, strictly speaking petty-bourgeois 
.women's and feminist leagues (Japan, In
dia), special women's societies of mutual 
help (such as waitress' union, union of petty 
clerks of Japan, etc.) and into every other 
women's supposed-to-be-"non-party" socie
ties, pursuing the ends of narrow feminist 
pacifist, chauvinist,' nationalistic or religious 
character (Y.M.C.A.) in China, Federation 
of Buddhists in Japan, numbering more than 
a million of women members, women sec
tion of national party "Sarekat Islam" in 
Indonesia, etc. 

These organizations should be fought 
with all energy, it is necessary to struggle 
against the influence of their ideology on 
the masses of women workers, to disclose 
the cases of their conciliatory politics, pseudo
pacifism, and, in many cases utter reaction
ary nature of those societies pointing out to 
the women workers that the only way of 
getting political and civil rights lies in the 
participation in the revolutionary struggle of 
their. class. 
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International Agencies of Imperialism 

1. The last imperialist world . war, 
has brought about a deep-going organic cricis 
in world capitalism. It has at the same time 
wrought deep-going and organic changes in 
the relation of classes; it has intensified the 
class struggle not only in the individual capi
talist countries, but also internationally. The 
creation and constant growth and ·develop
ment of the USSR, the awakening of hun
dreds of millions of oppressed colonial and 
semi-colonial peoples ·against the imperialist 
yoke (China, India, Corea, etc.), the grow
ing internationalization of the class struggle 
and of the class-consciousness of the working 
masses throughout the world, the existence 
and activities of such truly international labor 
organizations as the Red International of 
Labor Unions, the Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Secretariat, the Latin-Am.erican Trade Union 
Confederation, etc.-all of these facts com
pel the bourgeoisie and the various imperialist 
governments to seek new, more modern 
methods of combating the growing activiza
tion of the international working cla?s, and 
newer weapons for counteracting the activi
ties of such organizations as the PPTUS. 

2. While in the individual capitalist 
countries the capitalist class with the combined 
force of its State apparatus, the press, the 
pulpit and military and police, do their ut
most to keep the workers ccin their place" 
(from ccdemocratic" England and Australia, 
with their anti-trade union laws, Crimes Acts, 
etc.--to the openly fascist Italy, Spain, etc.) 
the leading imperialist powers co-operate in 
the creation and developm~nt of sp.ecial or
gans, or support those already created by the 
reformists, whose function it is to mislead, 
disorganize and demoralize inter~ational 

working class forces. Such organs are for 
example (a) the International Labor Office 
(Geneva); (b) the Amsterdam Trade Union 
International; (c) the Pan-American Fed
eration of L abor and the proposed Pan
Asiatic Labor Conference; (d) the British 
Empire Labor Con£ erences; (e) the Insti
tute of Pacific Relations (Honolulu); (f) 

the Spanish-American Trade Union Confed
eration, etc. 

3. In view of the fact that all these 
organizations seek to win over to their side 
the labor movement in the various countries 
of the · Pacific, and in some of these coun
tries (e. g. Australia) they have actually suc
ceeded in getting official -· trade union repre
sentatives to attend their conferences, the 
Second Conference of the PPTUS considers , 
it necessary to characterize each of these 
agencies in order to warn the workers of 
the Pacific not to lend themselves :to the 
pernicious anti-labor plans · and designs car
ried out under the :flag of labor by the im
perialists. 

a) The International Labor Office ( Gen"
eva) is nothing more . or less than the open 
agency of the imperialist League of Nations. 
Its : original function immediately after the 
war, when the revolutionary wave was at its 
height and the position of capitalism very 
dangerous, was:. to create among the work
ing masses the illusion that the ruling classes 
-w:ere ready to fulfill their promises made b y 
them during the war, i. e, promis~s of justice 
and reform. Now, after 10 years of exist
ence barren of all benefits to the workers, the 
I.L.O. has sufficiently unmasked .. itself be
fore the workers of the world. It was, is, 
and remains the tool of the imperialists. In 
these circumstances it becomes the duty of 
the Chinese, Indian and ] apanese workers 
constantly to unmask the so-called cclabor" 
representatives to Geneva, who are sent there 
at the expense· of the capitalist governments 
and who speak at the I.L.O. sessions in the 
nam e of the organized workers of China, 
Japan, India, etc. We greet the repeated 
decisions of the New South Wales Labor 
Council to have nothing to do with the ILO, 
and urge the ACTU to follow this ex
ample. The purpose of the recent visit of 
th e ILO director, Albert Thomas, to the 
Far East, was not only to strengthen the 
ref ormjst position generally, but specificapy 
to establish ILO ofi1ces in India and China, 
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to serve as the orgamzmg centers of imPer
ialist influence among the colonial toiling 
masses. This work is being conducted in 
alliance with the Kuomintang murderers of 
Chinese workers, and with the national re
formists and bourgeoisie of India and other 
countries. 

b) The Amsterdam Trade Union Interna
tional; which very modestly styles itself "the 
only true" trade union International, very 
openly and cynically defends the Geneva 
Labor Office. It approves of the activities 
of all the enumerated agencies of the bour
geoisie, for the simple reason that it itself 
fulfills its hi~torical function of labor agent 
for capitalism, for the purpose of stabilizing 
and saving capitalism. Its basic policies are 
those of class collaboration ("industrial 
peace", etc.), the stifling of all militant ac
tivities of the working class in the struggle 
against capitalism, the mobilization of all 
forces for the stabilization and perpetuation 
of capitalism. It fights openly against every 
attempt to organize the international working 
class ; it fosters national and racial pre judices, 
and welcomes the division of the workers 
along national and continental lines. The 
Amsterdam International fights against the 
national independence movements in the col
onial countries, and together with the imper
ialists it seeks to divert the attention of the 
colon ial workers from the struggle against 
imper ialism. The imperialist character of 
the Amsterdam International was glaringly 
revealed when the refusal of this' organiza
tion to aid the Chinese Revolution and the 
revolutionary trade uniqns in China, and in 
their fraternization with Chiang-Kai-Shek 
<tnd other hangmen of the Chinese workers 
and peasants. Of late, the Amsterdam In
ternational is striving to get a foothold in the 
countries of the Pacific. A very fitting an
swer was given to these attempts by the NSW 
Labor Council in its open letter to the Am
sterdam International ( 1928). The work
ers of China, India and J apan know too well 
the counter-revolutionary role of Amsterdam 
to f all for such bait. 

c) Different in form, but essentially the 
same in purpose, aims and character, are such 
organizations as the Pan-American Federa-

tion of Labor and the proposed Asiatic Labor 
Conference. 

'I'he purpose and function of these organ
izations is simply to split and isolate the work
ers of one or another continent from the In
ternational labor movement, and to carry out 
the more easily the specific plans of this or 
that imperialist power. 

The Pan-American Federation of Labor 
is the agency of American imperialism, creat
ed with the aid of the Gompers-W oil clique 
ofthe American Federation of Labor, for the 
purpose of making the working class of Cent
ral and South America more docile and am
enable to plans of American imperialist pen
etration. The Latin-American Trade Union 
Confederation is a splendid answer to such 
an attempt. 

The proposed Pan-Asiatic Labor Confer
ence is sponsored by the Japanese Gompers
Bunji Suzuki. In this effort he is aided di
rectly by the same Japanese imperialist gov
ernment, which aids Suzuki to smash the 
miljtant forces of the labor movement at 
home. The Asiatic Labor Conference is to 
do in Asia what the Pan-American Federa
tion of Labor is trying to do in America. The 
reformist trade union leaders of India, while 
combatting the Pan-Pacific TU Secretariat 
and preventing affiliation of the Indian trade 
union movement with the PPTUS, readily 
fall for Suzuki's Pan-Asiatic scheme. 

d) A special tool of British imperialism 
revealed in the British Empire Labor Con
ferences, which are held in London from 
time to time under the auspices of the trade 
union and labor imperialists (Henderson, 
Purcell and Co.). The purpose of these 
Conferences is to utilize the idea of labor 
solidarity and the prestige of the British pro
letariat among · the toiling masses of the col
onies in order to perpetuate the rule of British 
imperialism in the colonies and dominions. 

e) The Institute of Pacific Relations 
( H onolulu) is a more recent creation. It is 
purely a bourgeois outfit, under the domina
tion of American imperialist pacifists. Its 
sphere of work is the Pacific. And under 
the mantle of "pacifism" and "friendly re
lations among the people of the Pacific," an 
attempt is being made to drag in as many 
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labor organizations of the Pacific countries as 
possible, in order to open new channels for 
the dissemination of the bourgeois pacifist 
dope. At their congresses appear "unofficial" 
representatives of American, British and Jap
anese imperialism, who propound their imper
ialist doctrines to the YMCA secretaries and 
similar " representatives'' of China, Corea, 
Formosa, Hawaii, Philippines, etc. 

It is v.rith regret that we learn that the 
1\1 el bourne Labor Council (Australia) has 
financed and sent a delegate to this purely 
capital ist outfit, at a time when certain of the 
trade union leaders in Melbourne fought bit
terly against the affiliation of the ACTU to 
the PPTUS. We warn the workers of the 
Pacific against this new agency of American 
imperialism. 

Amsterdma International, working in con
junction with the Geneva Labor Office, hopes 
to utilize the Spanish Trade Union Federa
tion in order to establish contact with the 
reformist trade unions in Latin America, and 
thereby to counteract the growing influe~ce 
and success of the Latin-American Trade,.. 
Union Confederation formed recently at a 
congress held in Montevideo. The Latin
American Trade-Union Confederation has 
already succeeded to a large extent in rallying 
around it the militant trade unions of . Latin 
America. For a characterization of this or
ganization, it suffices to recall the fact that 
one of its founders is a certain Dr. Manri
quez, agent of the General Electric Company 
of Central America and president of the 
Chamber of Deputies of the Venezuelan 
dictator Gomez. 

f ) 'rhe Spanish-American T.U. Confede- 5. The second PPTU Conference call~ 
ration is a recently formed organization, upon the workers of the Pacific to com~at 
which as yet exists only on paper, and which all these agencies of capitalism and imper
is an attempt on the part of the Amsterdam ialism and to rally to the PPTUS, the onlv 
International to extend its influence in Latin trade union organization in the Pacific, which 
America, where it possesses only one affiliated has and carries out a consistently militant 
organ ization-the, Argentine Confederation . working class program and which leads the 
of L abor. In creating this organization, the struggle against capitalism and imperialism . 

• 
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Compulsory Arbitration and So-Called 
''Industrial Peace'' 

(Adopted at the first Secretariat meeting after the Conference). 

COMPULSORY arbitration originated in 
Australia. Only after the war was 

compulsory arbitration -introduced into Eu
rope. Experienc~, in Australia as well as 
in Europe and America has shown that the 
systems of compulsory arbitration is an im
portant and effective weapon in the hands 
of the bourgeoisie for disorganizing the trade
union movement and for weakening the eco
nomic struggles of the working class. In 
this respect the Australian experience is par
tic,ularly instructive because in this country 
c;ompulsory arbitration has for decades re
ceived paeans of praise from the reformists 
and the .Labor Party, who advertised it as 
an important achievement of the proletariat 
·\Vhile dtJ..ring the . pre-war period the Au- · 
stralian working class experienced more than 
once the disorganization of their economic 
struggles through the arbitration courts, this 
experience has been enriched during and 
since the war by a large series of facts, which 
make it clear that the whole system of arbi
tration, from top to bottom, serves the in
terests of the capitalist class. Whenever the· 
workers were in a militcmt mood and the 
employers themselves were convinced that 
some concessions had to be made to the 
workers, the arbitration courts reduced such 
concessions to a minimum. 

The Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat 
considers as one of the most important tasks 
of all its affiliated organizations, an energetic 
and systematic struggle against compulsory 
arbitration. Only the direct struggle of the 
working masses through strong and consoli
dated trade union organizations based on the 
class struggle and on militant tactics, can 
gain f or the workers the realization of their 
demands. That is why all the sections of 

the PPTUS must carry on a consistent and 
systematic struggle under the sloga1i: <<away 

with cornpulsory arbitraton" in its various 
j orms, including the so-called Conciliation 
Tribunals. The logical consequence of com
pulsory arbitration is the theory and practice 
of "industrial peace", the essence of which 
is the voluntary renunciation of the class 
struggle by the workers and the surrender of 
the labor movement into the hands of the 
ruling class. The rich expet;ence furnished 
by industrial peace in England, Germany and 
in other countries show clearly that under 
the banner of "industrial pea.ce" there is car
ried on the most intensive capitalist offensive 
on the existing working and living conditions 
of the working masses. 

Under the mask of industrial peace the 
capitalist class utilizes the trade union leaders 
of many countries in its own class interests. 

Those who stand for industrial peace are 
against the class struggl• and help to substi
tute the interests of the bourgeoisie for the 
interests of the working cl~ss. 'I'his -hypo
critical and anti-labor policy. carried out in 
many countries by the reformists, must meet 
with the most determined and ru~hless op
position on the part of every class-conscious 
worker and every v.rorking class organization. 
All hypocritical phrases about "peace in in
dustry", all empty talk about "harmony be
tween labor and capital" should be unmasked 
as m ere capitulation before our class enemies. 
This does not mean of course that the labor 
organizations refuse an y and all negotiations 
with the employers. Negotiations a re pos
sible and even necessary in the course of the 
class struggle for the purpose of concluding 
a definite and temporary agreement fo r a 
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short period. But negotiations between two 
constantly fighting armies (a sort of tempo
rary armistice in the form of a collective 
agreement, which enables us to collect our 
forces), are not to be confused with com
plete disarmament and surrender to our class 
enemy. 

gramme and tactics of the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat. 

'I:hat is why the struggle against industrial 
peace constitutes an organic part of the pro-

Tyn Yu-Lin (Chairman) 
Browder ( Gen. Secretary) 

Australian Delegation: 

F. Roels 
F. \Valsh 
P. Geo. Han nett 

Important Announcen1ent 

Thru arrangements just completed the WORK
ERS LIBRARY PUBLISHERS, 39 East 125th 
Street, New York City, becomes the American dis
tributor for the Pan-Pacific Monthly. All sub
scriptions or orders for bundles of this magazine 
should be forwarded to them at the address above 
mentioned. 

THE PAN-PACIFIC MoNTHLY. 
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The Tasks of the Trade Unions 
of Australia 

1. In the struggles against the offensiv~ 
of capital of the past two years, the Aus
tralian working class and particularly the 
trade union movement have revealed all the 
strong and weak points in their own ra :tks. 
The Australian working class has displayed 
a splendid spirit of class solidarity and fight
ing tenaci ty, once they are aroused and 
farced into a fight. The recent timber work
ers' struggle is a classical example. H ow
ever, at the same time, the weaknesses of 
the Australian trade union movement have 
also been clearly revealed. These are of 
two-fold nature : organizational and ideologi
cal. 

Organizationally, the Australian trade 
union movement is divided both nationally 
(AC1,U, AWU, Independent unions), and 
industrially. There exist hundreds of autono
mous craft unions, with dozens of them 
competing with each other and fighting each 
other in one and the same industry or shop. 
Industrial unionism is practically non-exist
ent; factory and shop committees are equally 
rare. 

Ideologically we find a certain section of 
:he Australian trade union movement steeped 
in illusions of class peace, arbitration, on 
white chauvinism, which is nurtured by capit
alists and imperialists and their agents: and 
a very dangerous racial pre judice based not 
only on the fear of economic competition 
from lower-paid labor from this or that 
country, but also the f alse doctrine of the 
superiority of the white or ccNordic" race, a 
doctrine which is deliberately being foste red 
by the imperialists in their own interests and 
in preparation of coming imperialst wars. 

2. The experience from the struggles 
which the Australian working class has car
ried out during the last two years against 
the capitalist offensive, (which was carefully 
and planfully developed by the Australian 
capitalist class )-is already beginning to show 
some encouraging signs for the future. The 

ruthlessness with which the Australia n capJ
talist class have launched their offensive (anti
Trade Union Law, Crimes Act, Transport 
Act, Beeby Award, Lukin Award, attack on 
the miners, ect.) cculd n ot but shake large sec
tions of the Australian working class from 
their faith in stricti y ((constitutional" and 
"democratic'' methods, from their belief in 
and dependence on the "sense of justi ce" of 
this or that Arbitration Court judge . The 
best proof of this was furnished in the truly 
historic action of the NSW timber workers, 
when they burned the ballots of the Arbitra
tion Court together with the effigy of Judge 
Lukin a)so when the mockery of the In
dustrial peace conference was brought to a 
well-deserved end by the more advanced 
section of the trade union movement. 

The dawning class-consciousness of the 
Australian working class also finds its ex
pression in the affiliation of the ACTU to 
the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat, in 
the splendid fight of the more advanced ele
ments in the ACTU againsl the reaction
aries, who are blinded by their own craft 
spirit, by their national and racial pre judices 
against international working class solidarity, 
not only in words but in deeds. In this 
connection the Pan-Pacific TU Secretariat 
expresses its gratification at the action of the 
ACTU in formally approving their affilia
tion to the PPTUS, at their last National 
Congress, and also in their sending duly ac
credited representatives to take .an active part 
in the work of the Vladivostok Con ference. 
The ACTU executive is ' also to be con
gratulated on its efforts to counteract the 
despotic ban by the Bruce Government of 
the PPTUS Congress from being held in 
Australia. 

3 . . The PPTUS is of the opin ion that 
the ACTU can and must become the lead
ing central body of the Australian working 
class. But the history of the trade union 

"movement has taught us that this is possible 
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only on one condition, namely, that it must 
w ork out and base all its activities on a 
definite, clear and consistent program, found
ed on the principles of the class struggle, and 
fi ghting for the interests of the working 
class. Such a program is absolutely incom
pat ible with the policy of class or industrial 
peace, compulsory arbitration and also so
called conciliation tribunals, etc.-which rob 
the trade unions of their freedom of action 
and deprive the workers of their most effec
ti ve w eapon of self-defense, namely, the 
right to strike. Nor is such a policy com
patible with the fostering or maintaining of 
national or racial prejudice, which are in 
crying contradiction to working class soli
dar ity and true internationalism. 

4. I n order that the Australian labor 
m ovement m ay be able to withstand the 
ca pitalist offensive and eventually take up 
the counter-offensive it is necessary to take 
energetic steps f or the amalgamlation of the 
m any small craft unions into large and com
pact industrial unions. These industrial 
unions will r epresent a strong f orce only if 
they are f orm ed in each enterprise, if f actory 
and Shop Committees are elected by the 

. w orkers themselves- ( whether organized or 
unorganized ) and if th ese committees con
sistently ful fi ll thei r function of defending 
the interests of the w orkers, at the sam e time 
servi ng as the basis f or the corresponding in
dustrial unions. Only by taking the initia
tive of reorganizing the Aust ralian trade 
union movement on the principle of indus
trial unionism and F actory and Shop C om
m~tte es , will the A CTU be able t o becom e 
the leading organ of the A ustralian trade 
umon movem ent. 

5. H oweve r, the consolidat ion of the 
trade unions is but a fi rst step on the way 
to strengthening the fi ghting capacity of the 
w orking masses. The organizati ons carry 
on a m ost ruthless struggle against class col
laboration , against compulsory arbitra!ion and 
against industrial peace. Only a policy based 
on uncompromisin~ class stnrggle and aimed 
at the unification of the w orking m asses 
against the bourgeoisie, can give positive re
sults and lead the A ustralian working class 
out of their present difficult position. 

6. The solution of the problems facing 
the TU movement requires most careful at
tention and sensitiveness to the mood of the 
masses and the ability to mobilize them for 
the struggle against the bourgeoisie. Hence 
it is necessary on the eve of conflicts to form 
Strike Committees, Vigilance Committees, etc. 
elected by all the workers of a given enter
prise and to pay special attention to- the par
ticipation of the unorganized, women and 
youth in these struggles. Otherwise, an effec
tive struggle against concentrated and con
solidated capitalism is impossible. 

Special attention must be paid to the stuay 
of the experiences of strikes and economic 
struggles, of the weak and strong sides in 
such struggles. Strict self-criticism of our 
own weaknesses and errors, is the best m eans 
of educating the m asses and of avoiding the _ 
repetition of mistakes in new struggles. _ 

7. The struggle against the capitalist 
class w ill be successful if the Australian t rade 
unions get out to l iquidate the r eactionary 
clique of leaders at the head of the A W U, 
to organize and develop the rank and fi le
m ovem ent within the A WU, chase the re
actionary and m ercenary leaders out of this 
organization, and 1mify the m embership of 
the A W U w ith the entire trade union m ove
m ent on the basis of industrial union ism. This 
work m ust be carried out parallel with the 
purging of the trade unions affiliated to the 
ACTU of any r eactionary leaders. The 
gr eatest danger f or the TU movement in 
Australia, as well as in other countries, is 
the dem oralizing influence of the reactionary 
leaders, whether of the trade unions or the 
L abor Party, w ho carry out the policy of 
the bourgeoisie in our ranks. H e w ho does 
not fi ght against these reacti onaries, helps iri 
the defeat of the labor m ovement and the 
victory of the capitalist class. 

8. The A CTU w hich through its affil ia
tion to the PPTUS has inaugurated a new era 
of w orking class internationalism f or the 
Australian working class, is however, still 
connected, . th rough its annual offi cial repre
sentations, with the international "Labor" 
Bureau in G eneva. This organization has 
time and again unmasked itself as the agency 
of the imperialist L eague of Nations1 fo r 
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misleading and demoralizing the workers of 
the world. The reports of the ACTU dele
gates to the Geneva Labor Office contain suf
ficient material to substantiate this fact. An
other such agency of international capitalism 
a.nd imperialism is the so-called Institute of 
Pacific Relations (Honolulu), with which 
the Melbourne Trades and Labor Council 
has taken up connections by sending a dele
gate to their recent sessions. The PPTUS 
urges the ACTU; in the interests of the 
working class of Australia and of the Pacific, 
to effect the severing . of all connections of 
the Australian labor bodies with these open 
and disguised agencies of capitalism. 

9. The struggle against the Australian 
bourgeoisie must be carried on parallel with 
the struggle against British and world im
perialism and against those traditions and 
ideas disseminated by imperiaiism, which have 
a poisoning influence upon the workers. The 
most dangerous of these ideas is that of ra(e 
pre judice and the false assertion that the 

Vladivostok workers demonstrating their welcome to 

white race is superior to the colored r~.~. ces. 

On the banner of the Australian trade union 
movement must be incribed the slogan: "Not 
race war, but class war." Under this banner 
it is necessary to participate actively in the 
work of the PPTUS and to rally the Aus
tralian TU movement to joint struggle with 
the international proletariat against the na
tional and international bourgeoisie. 

TING-YU -LIN (Chairman). 

BROWDER (Gen. Secretary). 

Australian Delegation: 

F. ROELS. 

F. WALSH. 

G. HANNETT. 

Additional Resolutions o j the Con j erence 
will be printed in the next issue o j PAN

pACIFIC 1\10NTH L Y. 

the Pan-Pacific Trade Union Con f erence, Aug. 1929 
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Tools of the Capitalists Within the 
Filipino Labor Movement 

By HARRISON GEORGE 

READERS of the PAN-PACIFIC MoNTH-
. LY will recall that in the July issue (No. 

28) an account appeared of the split in the 
Congreso Obrero Filipinas (Philippine Labor 
Congress), which was. followed by the 
formation of the "Proletarian Labor Con
gress" and a struggle between the two 
bodies. 

The article, which came from the Secre
tariat at Shanghai, recounted how the right
wing, with Isabelo Tejada as its leading 
spirit, was: - ( l) Opposed to the C. 0. F.'s 
affiliation to the Pan-Pacific Trade Union 
Secretariat which had been effective since 
] une 192 7, and favored as agai~st such an 
international alliance of workers, a narrow 
and self-defeating nationalist-reformist iso
lation of the Philippine unions; ( 2) opposed 
the Unity Pact between the C. 0. F. and 
the Chinese Laborers' Association of the 
Philippines as signed before the split and car
ried out with mutual benefit; (3) favored 
the Bureau of Labor of the Philippine "gov
ernment" (the instrument of U. S. imperial
ism and the Philippine bourgeoisie) which 
intervenes in labor disputes invariably to 
break up strikes, betray the workers' interests 
and to propagate at all times the poisonous 
d0ctrine of class collaboration. 

On the other hand, the Proletarian C. 0. 
F. stood four-square for the P. P. T. U. S. 
and its basic principles: ( 1) Trade union 
unity, nationally and internationally; (2) 
against race prejudice and all imm'igration 
restrictions; ( 3) agai-nst the menace of a 
new imperialist war; ( 4) for a policy of 
class struggle and against class collaboration; 
and naturally for affiliation to the P. P. T. 
U. S. as the instrument for putting such 
principles into practice in the labor move
m ent of the Pacific countries. 

However, for two months or rriore, some 
of the leaders of the right-wing have been 
writing to the PAN-PACIFIC Mo~~THLY, 

as.erting with considerable heat that the 
above interpretation is all wrong. They de
clare that they are just as. much or even more 
devoted to the principles of the P. P. T. U. 
S. as is the Proletarian C. 0. F., and that 
the split and the differences which brought 
it about, are solely a matter of personal dis
like on their part to the Secretary of the 
Proletarian C. 0. F., Comrade Cnsanto 
Evangelista. 

A long letter to this e:ffec_t sent us from 
l\1anila by Domingo Ponce on August 4, 
concludes as follows: 

"On reading your letter and the 
pages of No. 28 issue of the PAN
PACIFIC MoNTHLY, I get the follow
ing conclusion: That you are entirely 
influenced by the informations given 
out to you by Evangelista." 

Unfortunately, ·this is not true; for the 
simple reason that the PAN - PACIFIC 
MoNTHLY has never received even one line 
from either Evangelista, personally, nor 
from the Proletarian C. 0 .. F., officia"Ily. 
Indeed if we have any complaint against the 
Proletarian C. 0. F., it is that it does not 
send sufficient information to the PAN-PA
CIFIC MoNTHLY; a bad habit, it must be 
said which afflicts many other organizations 
affiliated to the P. P. T. U. S.-an attitude 
which should be corrected. 

If, however, we · suffer from the failure 
of the Proletarian C. 0. F. to supply us with 
sufficient information and analyses, we have 
the joint service of its enemies, the right
wing and the imperialist press of M anila, 
th ough the form er tells us that the latter " are 
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twisting the facts and information." This 
seems a rather ungrateful remark of the "C. 
0. F." right-wing leaders in view of the fact 
that the imperialist press of Maniia con
stantly approves of their split, applauds its 
leaders as "conservatives" and attacks the 
Proletarian C. 0. F. for being all things 
which imperialist press prostitutes think a 
colonial labor union should not be. 

Domingo Ponce tries to strengthen the 
right-wing position on this point by remind
ing us, -as follows: 

"Kindly note that you are abroad and 
on the other side of the seas, you do 
not know the true situation of the labor
ing class of the coun t1 y. You are 
simply guided by what the newspapers 
say ..... " 
T his is the ancient argument of all op

portunists against critics of their opportunism, 
thei r nationalist-reformism, that the critic is 
completely ignorant of the situation because 
he is on "the other side of the seas". This 
always sounds unanswerable to provincial 
minds, and to provincial minds only, who 
themselves never think as internationalists. 
Moreover, how do the leaders of the reac
tionary C. 0. F., account for the fact that 
there are plenty of Filipino workers right in 
l\1anila, who stand with the Proletarian C. 
0. F. against Tejada & Co. r 

For example, Cirilo Bognot wrote us on 
June 3, as follows: 

"Evangelista and I, are now carry
ing on a polemic in the papers of Ma
nila against the reactionary leaders on 
the question of internationalism. We 
are carrying on a tremendous fight 
against the conservative leaders. These 
conservatives are supported by the bour
geois politicians." 

There is nothing unequivocal about the 
above statement, although it appears there is 
something wrong with its writer from what 
he wrote only six weeks later, on July 16, 
a letter in which, after quite a contrary ac
count of the nature and scope of the split 
which took place on May 1, Bognot says: 

"Since then (May 1) until this date, 
I have been making all efforts to re
unite the two wings, because I see that 
the difference is not a question of pnn
ciples, but only of personalities."* 

The "tremendous fight" and the "ques
tion of internationalism" thus disappeared 
for Bognot between June 3 and July 16. 
This is all the more mysterious, seeing that 
on July 14, only two days before Bognot's 
last letter, the reactionary C. 0. F. held a 
convention, whose reactionary decisions were 
correctly forecast by the news columns of 
the Manila "Tribune" of July 9, as follows: 

"Fallowing the severance of all con
nections with the Pan-Pacific Labor 
Union Secretariat and other radical la
bor societies, the Philippine Labor Con
gress shortly will declare a peaceful 
fight against all forces of htbor inter
nationalism in the· islands, Secretary 
Cristobal of the Congress announced 
yesterday." 

The July 14th convention measured up 
to this prognosis fully, the "Tribune" of 
July 16 (the same d·a te as Bog not's letter) • 
giving a summary of 16 resolutions adopted, 
the first one being a resolution to break away 
the C. 0. F. from the P. P. T. U. S., and 
the fifth resolution being one to "sponsor 
stricter measures against Japanese and 
Chinese immigration" into the Philippines. 

Notwithstanding this frontal attack on 
labor internationalism, Bognot found it pos
sible to write us, on the same day, that there 
are no di:fferences of principle between the 
old C. 0. F. and the Proletarian C. 0. F. 
What seems to be meant is that there was no 

~fA later letter from Bognot indicates, however, that 
he has finally recovered his balance and now discerns 
some difference of principle between the C.O.F. and the 
Proletarian Labor Congress. He says: 

"I have arrived at the conclusion that, really, the 
Tejada faction is mixed up with bourgeois politics, be
cause one day recently, they invited me to be candidate 
of the Democrata Party, of the bourgeoisie in the com
ing election. At seeing such attitude as that, what I 
have done is to ignore them." Bognot further tells 
how, in Cebu he is working to unite the unions there 
under the · Proletarian C.O.F. 
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differences of principle between the reac
tionary C. 0. F. and Cirilo Bognot. 

Further, in spite of the flatly anti-P. P. 
T. U. S. action of the July 14 convention, 
Bognot writes us, and asks us to believe the 
following: 

"Some days ago I spoke with Isabelo 
Tejada, Domingo Ponce and others of 
the second wing, asking them if they 
wished to affiliate to the P. P. T. U. S. 
All answered me 'Yes', but not in com
pany with Evangelista. Also they are 
disposed to begin an intense propaganda 
campaign for the principles of the P. 
P. T. U. S., but not in company with 
Evangelista." 

One can certainly understand from the 
foregoing that principles have nothing at all 
to do with the actions· of Tejada, Ponce & 
Co., who, while privately asserting undying 
loyalty to the principles of the P. P. T. U. 
S., are publicly attacking its principles before 
the Filipino masses and searching for the 
flimsiest excuse to break off any remaining 
connection with the P. P. T. U. S. 

We can only attempt to fathom the mea
sureless capacity for deceit of Tejada, Ponce, 
Bognot & Co., by quoting and commenting 
upon some of the resolutions of their C. 0. 
F. convention of July 14, as shown by the 
Manila "Tribune" of July 16. Among 
"resolutions approved" was: 

"1. Empower the executive council 
of the Congreso Obrero de Filipinas 
to make the necessary investigation into 
the cause of the Pan-Pacific Trade 
Union Secretariat's failure to com
municate with the Congreso f~r a long 
time, the Congreso having been a mem
ber since 1 926; and to authorize the 
executive council to prepare in proper 
form the!t application for separation of 
the Congreso from the Union." 

Although containing some errors custom
ary to news reports, this follows the line of 
a copy of an official com:munication received 
by the PAN-PACIFIC MoNTHLY, dated July 
6, signed by Tejada, Ponce and Cristobal, 
and formally protesting-"we have not re-

ceived any letter nor copies of the issues of 
the PAN-PACIFIC MoNTHLY," and com
plaining at this because ... "in the bottom of 
our hearts there lives and shall always live 
our sacred ideal and wishes so ardent to 
establish in the Philippines a Government of 
the Workers and Peasants." 

Yet one may look in vain through the 16 
resolutions of this gang taken at their con
vention eight days after they wrote the 
above, to find any mention of a government 
of workers and peasants, nor is there even 
one vvord spoken by them for the cause of 
all causes to Filipino workers-the complete 
and immediate independence of the Philip
pines! 

As to not receiving the PAN-PACIFIC 
MoNTHLY, that is just an ordinary lie, a 
poor excuse to camouflage the break away 
from the P. P. T. U. S., not only organiza
tionally, but in policy. This is clear. But 
why, then, do these people who turn away 
from the P. P. 'r. U. S., keep soliciting 
"communications" and "connections'' with 
the P. P. T. U. S.? The P. P. T. U. S. 
exists illegally in Shanghai, and that, it 
seems, explains much. What is not explained 
is the fact that when the Korean revolu
tionist, Lyuh, was in the Philippines, he 
foolishly went about with Tejada, Ponce & 
Co., was detained by U. S. imperialist 
authorities who held his passport and sent 
him to China, where he was arrested at 
Shanghai for having no passport, and turned 
over to the Japanese for prison or death. 
Again, what is not explained is how, with 
these facts in mind, Domingo Ponce could 
write us on July 28, as follows: "It was due 
to the activities of Tejada that Lyuh left the 
country of the Philippines without any 
trouble carrying along with him his pass"
port." This is written to us "on the other 
side of the seas," and we are asked to believe 
it, but from this and other circumstances as 
well, we are inclined to warn everyone that 
connections with Tejada & Co., are taken 
at their own risk. 

Not only is there no word in the reaction
ary C. 0. F. program in favor of Philippine 
independence, but also no word of one of 
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the greatest menaces to the Philippine people 
-the danger of an imperialist war in the 
Pacific; nor a word defending the peasantry 
from evictions; nor a word for defense of 
the Soviet Union-the one true ally of all 
oppressed peoples--which was in the very 
hours the C. 0. F. convention met, being 
viciously attacked by imperialist tools in 
1'\1anchuria. 

Among the 16 resolutions there is nothing 
on these vital points; but there are numerous 
reformist stupidities designed to distract 
workers from these important points; such 
as "more hospitals for the poor" (Why not 
resolutions for a fight to improve conditions 
that make the poor both poor and sick? ) , 
for "reduction to two years of the high 
~chool ,course" (Where children of the poor 
cannot ever go!), for ''making the daily 
school session once a day only," and such 
rot. 

Then, although there is nothing for a 
vV orkers' and Peasants' Government, their 
R esolution No. 12, calls for "a clean, effi
cient and economic government,"-a capi
talist government, of course-and undoubt
edly through elevating these crooks and 
their superiors in the Nacionalista and Demo
crata capitalist parties, both sold to U. S. 
imperialism, to political position. 

Again, Resolution No. 5: "Sponsor stricter 
m'easures against Japanese and Chinese im
migration here." This, the official action 
on July 14, though Ponce has the effrontery 
to write us on July 28: 

"Neither it is true that Tejada and 
his group are against the Unity Pact 
between th_e C. 0. F. and the Chinese 
Labor Association." 

None of the 16 resolutions mention the 
Unity Pact, and if the reactionary C. 0. F. 
is for it, it is a queer way of exhibiting soli
darity with Chinese workers in the Philip
pines by remaining silent on it and passing a 
resolution to bar Chinese immigrant workers. 

About the Bureau of Labor, Resolution 
No. 2 sets for C. 0. F. Tejada policy to be: 

"To ask the Philippine legislature to 
enact a law making elective the post of 
labor commissioner in Hawaii, and pro
viding that only members of labor or
ganizations and unions duly recognized 
by the Bureau of Labor be given vote." 

So we see that Tejada & Co., do approve 
and seek approval of the Bureau of Labor. 
But that is not all, they want the Bureau of 
Labor to have greater powers (which it al
ways uses against labor) and Resolution No. 
14 therefore states that the C. 0. F. is: "In 
favor of a Department of Labor." 

Again we remind the reader this was the 
official action of the C. 0. F. on July 14, 
but Domingo Ponce writes us on July 28, 
as follows: 

"It is absolutely true that all of us, 
including Evangelista himself, have 
been in favor of the Bureau of Labor 
formerly. But the time has changed. 
And as Evangelista does not favor now 
the Bureau of Labor, neither Tejada 
nor his group do the same and are not 
there£ ore under the guidance of said 
Bureau. That charge against the Te'
jada group has absolutely no ground or 
foundation in fact." 

\Vhat things have a foundation in fact, 
one certainly cannot learn from Ponce's let
ters, except that some misleaders of the 
Philippine workers entertain the illusion that 
they can lie most unblushingly to workers on 
"the other side of the seas." 

Naturally, the question arises: Why? Why 
should some of the C. 0. F. leaders so 
anxiously seek to "explain" to the P. P. T. 
U. S. that they "in the bottom of their 
hearts" are loyal to its principles, meanwhile 
they are doing everything against its prin
ciples and "explaining'' to their honest work
ing class rank and file members fictitious and 
lying excuses for breaking the last organiza
tional bond with the P. P. T. U. S.? 

The reason is that Tejada, P0nce & Co., 
are in a dilemma. They not only are not 
workers themselves, but they are bound 
closely in their economic interests and in their 
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political ambi:ions, to the Philippine bour-
geoisie. Since the Philippine bourgeoisie has 
surrendered to American imperalism, so the 
reactionary C. 0. F. "forgets" the cause of 
national independence. Since the Philip
pine bourgeoisie hates all labor solidarity, so 
the C. 0. F. opposes unity between immi
grant workers and native workers, arid moves 
to break away from the P. P. T. U. S. 

But the reactionary C. 0. F. leaders are 
compelled to be circumspect, as the Philip
pine workers have learned that the P. P. T. 
U. S. expresses their own class aspirations 
.and leads in the fight for national independ
ence of all peoples oporessed by imperialism . 
.So these leaders must "explain" _to the work
ers how they "have made every effort" to 
stay with the P. P. T. U. S.; so they are 
-compelled to deceive their followers into be
lieving that the fault for the break does not 
Test upon them, but on Evangelista, on the 
P. -p, T. U. S. itself, on anyone anywhere 
-except on Tejada, Ponce, Bognot & Co. 
·They must carry on a diplomatic, a very 
-diplomatic correspondence with the P. P. T. 
U. S. and its organ, the pAN-PACIFIC 
J\lloNTHLY. They must keep a double set 
Df books, and stand half in the light and 
half in the dark, to conceal the fact that they 
stand with one foot in the ranks of the 
workers and the other in the camp of the 
enemy of the workers, the Philippine bour
geoisie. 

But the time is past when the Philippine 
proletariat can be endlessly deceived. The 
Philippine bou rgeoisie and its lackeys in the 
reactionary C. 0. F., both dancing to the 
tune of American imperialism, will be ex
posed. And neither any persecutions which 
American imperialist police, helped by these 
traitors, may lay upon the real and loyal 
class leaders of the Proletarian C. 0. F., 
nor any web of diplomatic evasions, lies and 
subterfuges, can prevent the growth and ac- . 
tion of the Filipino workers and peasants 
movement that daily rallies larger masses of 
the Philippines around the banner of the 
Pan-Pacific Trade Union Secretariat. 

But deceiving comrades "on the other side 
of the seas" is not all. The C. 0. F. reac-

tionaries had a strike on their hands when 
their convention met on July 14. Transport · 
workers of the Pacific Commercial Com
pany, 600 of them, whose organization is 
affiliated to the reactionary C. 0. F., had 
gone on strike with wage demands, and 200 
automotive workers, tntek drivers, etc., of 
the company struck in solidarity the next 
day. The police chief put policemen in 
plain clothes to scabbing as truck drivers. 
'The workers showed magnificent militancy 
on the picket line, and beseiged the city hall, 
forcing the Municipal Council to protest to 
the (American imperialist) Chief of Police 
at the official scabbing. 

But what did Tejada & Co., do for these 
o-ood fio-hters of the workinbo- class~ The 
b b 

Manila "Tribune" of ]illy 16 shows the C. 
0. F. Resolution No. 4: 

"Express general sympathy and give 
financial aid to the members of labor 
unions and organizati.ons who are af
fected by the P. C. C. strike while the 
strike is on." 

But the C. 0. F. took good care to see 
that the strike would not remain on. The 
l\1anila "Herald," also of July 16, tells how 
the traitorous leader of the automotive 
workers, J. Romero, stood up in the meet
ing of strikers and declared his 200 men 
were going back to work, regardless of the 
interests of the 600 striking laborers. vVe 
will let the "Herald" tell the rest: 

'(The 600 shipping men were anger
ed and caused considerable commotion 
until it seemed that a general free-for
all was inevitable. It was at this mo
mentous instant that Attorney (What 
was ·an attorney doing among work
ers? -H. G.) Gregorio Perfecto rose 
above the tumult and counselled mo
deration. As a result, consent was 
given to the automotive workers to re
turn to their post. It was said that they 
were not primarily concerned with the 
strike, anyhow, since they did not sign 
the memorial for an increase in wages 
sent to the officials of the company 
prior to the walkout." 
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This is a fine way the C. 0. F. upholds 
the interests of the Filipino workers! No 
wonder Tejada and his ilk are opposed to 
the Proletarian C. 0. F., which, based on 
class solidarity and with some centralized 
authority, would never permit such official 
scabbery by subordinate bodies, nor allow a 
lawyer to use judi cal palaver to justify 
strike-breaking and crush the militant unity 
of the rank and file! 

But this was only the beginning. The C. 
0. F. also went through the motions of 
"supporting" the strike all ref ormlist traitors 
do. It "protested" at police scabbing-but 
sent its own members of the automotive divi
sion, as noted above, to do the scabbing 
themselves. It asserted "its desire to help 
organize a boycott against the company"
to which futile gesture the company replied 
with silent indifference. 

Then, when the strike was nearly a month 
old, the workers having resisted with splendid 
spirit all attempts of H. Cruz, the director of 
the Bureau of Labor, to cajole them back to 
work. Tejada, who had been waiting for 
them to get tractable through starvation, ad
vised the strikers to accept the terms which 
Cruz said he, Cruz, had been authorized by 

the company to offer them. Always Cruz 
has one proviso to tack on to terms that 
sound attractive: "The strike must end and 
the men go back to work first." 

The strikers trusted Tejada and went back 
to work on August 13, with the lying prom
ise of Cruz that the company would not 
discriminate against any militants and would 
consider wage increases demanded in their 
"petition." But, as usual, Cruz lied, as Te
jada knew he would lie. Not all strikers were 
reinstated, and as for the wage increase, Mr. 
Madsen, the company manager calmly dis
avowed everything Cruz had said, by re
marking that "The company held this strike 
to be unreasonable, because of the high wage 
scale in effect at the time the strike was 
called." Thus Tejada helps the Bureau of 
Labor, which helps the imperialist exploiters. 

But the exploited will have the last word, 
and, learning from these treacheries of Te ja
da, Ponce, Bognot & Co., that those who 
oppose the PPTUS do so in order to be ab.le 
to betray the Filipino workers, will make 
clear to all traitors that those who sever con
nections with the P. P. T. U. S. at the same 
time severe connections with the workers and 
peasants of the Philippines. 
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