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Stereotypically, most seminal research and subsequent scholarship result from those 

engaged in a specialized field for which one is academically trained. This is not the case for the 

two men mentioned, and so too for the vast majority of 19
th

 Century baseball researchers who are 

members of the Society of American Baseball Researchers (SABR).  With the Frederick-Ivor 

Campbell Conference on 19
th

 Century Baseball History serving as the forum for presentation of 

definitive scholarship that shapes the field of baseball history; it is to be noted that those whose 

research was presented, as well as those in attendance, are recognized as the scholars to which all 

others, academic or otherwise defer. This study, through qualitative inquiry based on 

observations and interviews conducted at said conference, which took place at the National 

Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York, is an examination of the findings as to what 

are the motivations for these adult self-directed lifelong learners. Of the forty-seven members of 

SABR attending the conference, all but three conduct their research as a secondary enterprise or 

unrelated to their previous field. This ratio may hold true for approximately 6600 other SABR 

members whose area of expertise is not 19
th

 Century baseball history, but whose scholarship is 

still considered authoritative. The results of this preliminary research proved valuable enough to 

serve as the foundation for a doctoral dissertation. 
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“I hear and I forget. I see and 
I remember. I do and I 

understand”.

Confucius
551-479 B.C.E.



Socrates
469-399

“Employ your time in improving yourself by other 
men's writings so that you shall come easily by what 

others have labored hard for.”



1879-1955
“Learning is not a product of schooling but 

the lifelong attempt to acquire it.”



Robert Stroud
“The Birdman of 

Alcatraz”
1890-1963



Malcolm X ShabazzMalcolm Little

1925-1965
“My alma mater was books, a good library... I 

could spend the rest of my life reading, just 
satisfying my curiosity.”



George Washington Carver
1864-1943

“Education is the key to unlock the 
golden door of freedom.”



John Thorn
The Official Historian of Major League 

Baseball
SABR Member

19th Century Baseball Historian



Abraham Maslow
1908-1970

“What a man can be, he must be. This need we call 
self-actualization.”



Malcolm Knowles
1913-1997

“We will learn no matter what! Learning is as 
natural as rest or play. With or without books, 

inspiring trainers or classrooms, we will manage to 
learn. Educators can, however, make a difference in 
what people learn and how well they learn it. If we 
know why we are learning and if the reason fits our 
needs as we perceive them, we will learn quickly and 

deeply.”



Stephen Brookfield
“Sometimes the last thing learners need is for 
their preferred learning style to be affirmed. 

Agreeing to let people learn only in a way that 
feels comfortable and familiar can restrict 
seriously their chance for development.”



Lucy Guglielmino
“A highly self-directed learner… is one who exhibits initiative, 

independence, and persistence in learning; one who accepts 
responsibility for his or her own learning… one who is capable of 
self-discipline and has a high degree of curiosity; one who has a 
strong desire to learn or change and is self-confident; one who is 
able to use basic study skills, organize his or her time and set an 

appropriate pace for learning, and to develop a plan for completing 
work; one who enjoys learning and has a tendency to be goal-

oriented.”



National Baseball Hall of Fame 
and Museum

Cooperstown, New York



14

16

3
1

6

2

1
1

1
3

Field of Employment

Retired
Academics
Baseball
Archivist
Computers
Student
Engineer
Govt.
Self
Finance



Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs
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