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The following research seeks to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the ‘Everglades to 
You program’, and develop educational material to be used for this program in the future. The 
‘Everglades to You’ program is delivered by the non-profit Arthur R. Marshall Foundation as an 
outreach program to classes who cannot afford a field experience. The methodology in this research 
began with an internal, formative, participant oriented evaluation. Quantitative evaluation data was 
collected in the form of teacher surveys for programs delivered from 2007 to 2010. Qualitative data 
was collected in the form of a personal interview with Marshall Foundation Education Manager Eric 
Gehring. Analysis of the data showed that 87% of teachers whose classes participated in the program 
rated the program content as excellent, and 98% of teachers surveyed would like to repeat the 
program in the future. Analysis of the data also showed that the program is in need of pre and post 
visit material, which closely aligns with Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and can function 
as a supplemental FCAT exercise. The additional material for the Everglades to You program is 
currently being created and will consist of grade level appropriate pre and post visit lessons. These 
lessons will also feature an interdisciplinary component, allowing instructors to teach across multiple 
subjects at once. 
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Do teachers feel that participation in
the Everglades to You program is a
positive experience for students?

Arrhur R. larshall
f

Introduction

The Arthur Marshall Foundahon was established in
1998 as ano\ lor profit S01(c}t]) organtzatlon The
foundation lII'orks 10 develop future stewards of the
environment by dedIcating large amount of time and
resources 10 environmental education. The Everglades
to You program offers sludents an hour and ahalf
Everglades npenence Without leaving the classroom.
thIS program IS speCifically designed 10 engage
students In schools that cannot afford 10 bus children
to fttld tnp fOUllons Including aU Palm Beach County
Title 1schools 1ht Next Generation Sunshine State
Standards hl\'e betn ilddressed for each grade level
K·12 co~enn9 mulfJple SCtence standards In the life
SClfnc.n subject aln The Pt'09rarn lntures age
appropnate aetrvl\leS and conSISts 01 t'Wo lesson wnte
up' one lor students KlOdergalteo through 5 grade
and one lOf ltlIdents V' through 12'" grade '

The evalualton was Internal, formallve with a
participant onented approach, The evaluation carried
out by FAU student Rache! Scarafia, wrth assistance
from Arthur Marshall Foundalton educatIon staff
members Enc Gehnng and Shannon Duffy, attempted
to determine whether the Everglades to You program
valued as apositive resource by partIcipating
teachers The evaluation consists of quantitatIve and
quahtatrve data Quanhtatlve data was supplied in the
form of teacher surveys collected during the 2007·2011
school years Because the current survey questions
are not perfectly aligned WIth the evaluation question,
only certain questIons were used for analysis
Qualitative data was supplied by additional information
from the teacher survey, and interviews With the
education staff at the Arthur Marshall Foundation.
For the quantitative data, descriptive statistics were
calculated, reported in the results section 01 this paper,
and stored for luture evaluation, This analysis was
conducted using Mlcrosoh Excel. The qualitative data
was transcribed and reviewed by the evaluator for
trends and themes. The analysis of data was used as a
base to further develop the Everglades to You
program. In the following months, the new additions to
the Everglades to You program will be evaluated using
the same instruments, with an additional student quasi
expenmental time series design pre and post test.

The teacher evaluations were used to determine 4
separate measures. These measures include: arating
of communication and organization for the program, a
raling of grade level appropriateness, aratmg in
likelihood of repeating the program, and an overall
rating of the program. There were atotal of 57
completed surveys used for the analysis.

An interview was conducted with Education Director
Eric Gehring to determine to needs for this program,
and gain an understanding of the program from the
presenters point of view The Interview showed aneed
for pre and post viSit material to add to the program as
more than astand alone event
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The quantltabve results show thaI tne maJomy of
participating teachers are pleased WIth the current
program, and would choose to repeat thIS program In
the future Oua1rtallve data shows aneed for program
matena! whIch engages the students before and after
the program In tt1e fonn of pre and post v'sll matenal
Research has also shown that stand alone e'l'ents lfl

the fonn of field lnps and outreach programs Wlft nat
become Integrated into the learners thIn n9 "nless the
informatIon is integrated IOto multiple lessons 0( areas
of the cumculum (Yolk 1996j,

Pre and poSl VISit malena! was created in the form
of 15 minute lessons whIch Integrate enVlrOllmental
concepls Into other subject areas IntegratlIlg
Everglades Information IOto the subject areas ofmath
language arts and an caters to the multJple
intelligences OllOclUSI''1e classrooms and serves as a
model for teache~ lor future lesson inteqrabOn




