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The following research seeks to identify the strengths and weaknesses of the ‘Everglades to
You program’, and develop educational material to be used for this program in the future. The
‘Everglades to You’ program is delivered by the non-profit Arthur R. Marshall Foundation as an
outreach program to classes who cannot afford a field experience. The methodology in this research
began with an internal, formative, participant oriented evaluation. Quantitative evaluation data was
collected in the form of teacher surveys for programs delivered from 2007 to 2010. Qualitative data
was collected in the form of a personal interview with Marshall Foundation Education Manager Eric
Gehring. Analysis of the data showed that 87% of teachers whose classes participated in the program
rated the program content as excellent, and 98% of teachers surveyed would like to repeat the
program in the future. Analysis of the data also showed that the program is in need of pre and post
visit material, which closely aligns with Next Generation Sunshine State Standards and can function
as a supplemental FCAT exercise. The additional material for the Everglades to You program is
currently being created and will consist of grade level appropriate pre and post visit lessons. These
lessons will also feature an interdisciplinary component, allowing instructors to teach across multiple
subjects at once.
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