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father went with me to pick him up. And my mother had Gary and that's when he saw his
son for the first time like I said.

D.S. Wow, so this was a very happy time I could imagine.

Life in the States Continues

(00:59:22)
I.C. Yes. And then after a period of time passed, we lived with my mother that year. There

was a house for sale in Roseville on Glendale, and this woman was a woman from
The Church of Jesus Christ. And I don't think she was a member, but she was a
daughter of one of the members. And she was pregnant with a child, and they were ...
the furnace that she had in the house on Glendale was a coal fire furnace. And they
needed ... it was a coal fire furnace but, no ... it was a gas fire furnace. I'm sorry. And
the gas hadn't come down yet the road . They hadn't installed the gas line. And as a
result, this woman ... it was getting winter time and all they had was a heater to heat
that place. And she already had four I think it was, three or four children, and she
had another one on the way. So she had to get somebody that had a servicemen's
wives service, four percent interest loan because they gave all the service men a loan
of four percent if they wanted to buy a house.

(01:00:41)
~.C. And so what happened is we traded our our percent for her four percent, and she moved

back in Detroit somewhere and bought a house there. And we moved into this . And just
before we moved in, the gas line was put in, and we had a gas fire furnace . So what
happened was, at that time that house had a bedroom downstairs, and a living room,
dining room combined, and a kitchen, and a utility room. And so what we did was we
boarded up the archway between the living room and the dining room, and made that into
a bedroom. And the archway was covered with a luved [sic] doors, you know, so that the
heat could pass through.

S.M. Louvered.

(01 :01:29)
I.e. So what happened was the ... we put Gary in that bedroom. And then when Susan was

born her crib was in there too. And we had ... I had ... washer and dryer, but not a dryer,
but a washer at that time down there, and so I could do the clothes down there and
everything. And Silver and I had the back bedroom. And then later on , when Gary got
older, he build a bedroom upstairs and that's where Silver's father lived with us for six
months after he sold his house on Coram Avenue and moved to California. And that year
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Silver had a garden. He had the most wonderful garden you have ever seen." In fact,
there was a brother in our church that came and saw the garden and he said ... and it was,
urn, Vanessa Watson's husband.

S.M. Larry Watson?

(01 :02:37)
I.C. Yeah, Larry Watson. He walked by Silver's garden, and he looked, and there was swiss

chard that was as high as three feet. And he says, "I see the Peaceful Reign is here
already. " And as a result, this ... garden was fantastic . And he always had a garden, and
he always didn't use chemicals. Never allowed to use chemicals. And he would go and
buy rabbit manure from a place that had lots of rabbits. And he eventually built on that,
at that place on Glendale, a rabbit coop. And we had our own rabbits. And 1 remember
one time we had rabbits and the mother rabbit killed all but one of the rabbits. And one
of the rabbits ... no, it was three of the rabbits she didn't kill. And we took them away
from her and moved her out. And as a result, this one rabbit, every time 1would bring it
in, I would go in and bring it, and feed it with a bottle-a baby bottle. And when I would
go out to the rabbit coop to see it, and start to feed it with the baby bottle, it would go like
this on the floor [hand hitting table]. It knew I was coming to feed it. We called that
rabbit thumper.

(01 :04:04)
D.S. So I have two questions just to clarify a couple things , and then would you like to take a

break to get a drink of water? You have been talking for a very long time.

I.C. No, that's all right.

D.S. Okay. So, question number one. During the war and after the war, could you explain ...
was it easier to get supplies and easier to get, for instance, oil for the winters to heat your
house? Was it is easier to do those things now that your husband was home ?

I.C. Yes, it was much easier of course, but things were still rationed to a certain extent.

D.S. Oh, okay. Thank you. And when you said ... I believe you said Larry Watson spoke
with your husband. He said "Peaceful Reign ... The Peaceful Reign 's here." What do
you mean by that?

(01:04:55)
I.e. Well, the Peaceful Reign ... we believe in The Church of Jesus Christ there will be a

period of time when all men , women, and children will live in peace. And that will be a
thousand years. And that thousand years will be extremely important. And there will be

14 See Picture 22.
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none who kill ... none will steal or anything like that. Share everything in common. And
as a result , there will be no one that is lacking in anything, especially in the Spirit of God.
And that will lead, and guide , and direct us. And as a result of that , we will then, but
then, after the Peaceful Reign, we feel that Satan will be loosed and have his will. So
that's the way is our spiritual belief.

(01:05:49)
D.S. Thank you. So just to clarify, how long did your husband serve in the military? How

many years?

I.C. He was in there lacking five months of three years. He was there that many years .

D.S. So when he came home , did he share his war experiences with you or did he feel that he
needed to protect them from you?

(01:06:12)
I.C. No, he used to tell me once in a while what was happening. And he used to write it in his

letters , but not give information of location and things like that because they censored his
letters. They read everything. Nothing was mailed that didn't get censored.

D.S. Wow.

S.M. So did he ever share a specific story with you?

(01:06:36)
I.C. Well, he shared that one time when he went to see those prisoners and learned to speak

Italian again. And he also shared the fact that when they were in ... France, that there
were ... some people that they had latrine s on the street corners. And you know what a
latrine was. It was just a box, and the sewer was underneath open , and you stood there
and eliminated. You couldn't sit. There was nothing to sit on. It wasn't like a toilet. And
what happened one time, that when you go into that latrine , why, and you had to carry
your guns and stuff with you. You didn't get rid of them . You carried them with you.
And as a result , why, if you ran into any kind of a problem, you had a way of protecting
yourself. But ... you were exposed to the whole public practically when you're using the
bathroom. And that's the way it was.

(01:07:50)
D.S. So although it wasn't considered a diagno sis during the 1940s, did your husband ... did

you notice that maybe he would have suffered from what they call today as post
traumatic stress disorder? Did he have bad dreams?

r.c. No.
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D.S . Or did he get worried?

I.C. No, he never did. He slept with me and by golly, I made sure he didn't have any dreams.

D.S. So what did you and your husband do after the war?

(01 :08:20)
I.e. Well, we had a lot of things to do. He had to build a garage, and he put a prefab garage

in. And he built a driveway, solid concrete driveway, and he rode and tilled all the three
quarter acre behind us. And we had a garden there, and members of our church would
come over. A man by the name of Brother Prisanti and Brother Mulisani, who lived in
Detroit area, they would come out to our Roseville place, and they would pick things out
of the garden. And we would let them. And he grew squash, he grew cucumbers, he
grew tomatoes, and he grew, oh, and he had grapevines. A lot of grapevines. And he
had ... just so many wonderful things that we ate.

(01:09:18)
I.C. And I used to can tomatoes. And after a period of time, I got a freezer and I froze, put

things in the freezer. And I used to make spaghetti sauce, and I would use a food
processor to process tomatoes so I could make it for spaghetti sauce, use it, and it worked
real well. And he eventually then built a work shop on the back of the garage. And at the
back of the garage he had ... what do you call those things? A drill press, and everything
that you needed for a tool. And I have given Susan the table of his drill press that he had,
and it's in her garage right now.

(Ol:10:16)
I.C. And also he had a tool bench and he used to ... I used to do a lot of crafts for the Ladies

Circle. And we would have craft sales, and we did our craft sales at Grayling Elementary
Schools. And we also did it at the ... veterans, Veterans of War building in Grayling. And
we ... made ... in fourteen years of doing crafts. And he would help me put the tables up
and put all the crafts out and everything. And he would ... anything made of wood he
would paint. Like, I had dolls and things like that, painted wood. And he would help me
set the tables up, and we would have the craft sales on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.
And we would stop on Saturday and take everything away because we didn't do it on
Sunday because we were in church. And then when we were done ... after fourteen years
we made thirty thousand dollars for the Ladies Circle. And we gave it all to the
Hollywood Branch [Florida] because that's where we were members at the time. And we
became members because Hollywood only had two elders; and they were going to
become a mission and be under the ... what was that, Fort Lauderdale?
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(01:11:53)
S.M. We were going to be under Lake Worth.

l.C. Lake Worth it was , yes . And as a result of us taking our membership here and Silver
being an elder, he saved the church as a mission, as a church branch.

S.M. You know, Daniel had mentioned what it was like after the war. And you often spoke to
me about dad's training as a tool and dye which was why he was able to make ...

I.e. Yes, yes , that's right.

S.M. You need to describe maybe what was it like for dad to come home and find that there
were no jobs. Not only did you have to share housing, but what was the economy like at
the time ?

(01:12:32)
I.C. Well, what happened was there was no tool and dye workers anymore. And he used to

be ... he had gone to school to be a tool and dye maker. And he really wanted to be an
artist. And he had had a lot of his work appear at the Detroit Art Institute where they had
students work all up there . And his father told him, "You can't make any money being an
artist. You got to be a tool and dye maker." So he made him go to the trade school. And
he went to the trade school and graduated from there. And he worked for, just before
going to the war, he worked for ... the General Motors in ... I think that was in Plymouth
somewhere. And he ... did real well.

(01:13:31)
I.C. And as a result, I would have to stay up and get him, you know, he worked nights

when he was a tool and dye maker. And as a result , I had to stay up and get his dinner
like I told you , and then I fell asleep at that filing rack. And then what else happened was
the fact that when he came back, there was no tool and dye work , so he went to work for
the City of Detroit. And as he worked for the City of Detroit, and we didn't live in the
City of Detroit, we had to eventually move into the city in order to be a worker for the
city. And he drove a street sweeper, and he also managed the union. He was the treasurer
of the union . And in Detroit, all city workers were unioni zed, and he kept all the books
and everything. And as he was going to work, he would talk to one person that had a son
that was working there with him, and he was a terrible person. And this man tried to
discredit him, but it didn 't work because he had all of this money and everything right
there all accounted for. All the dues that they had collected and so forth. And as a result,
this gentleman didn't win the argument at all.

D.S. So he was very good at his job?
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(01:15:16)
I.C. Yes, very good, very good. And he would finish his job much before the other people

would. And he would go down the streets, and sweep in the streets, and things like that.
And then later on, he used to use the ... take what he swept and dump it at the city dump,
so...

D.S. And did you work at this time as well?

(01:15:39)
I.C. Yes, I did. I worked at Aury Bakery again. I went back there, and then from there I just

retired. That's it. I decided that was it. I'm not working anymore. I had two kids to take
care of. I'm not going to work anymore.

D.S. So it sounds like you had more children because we have one sitting at the table.

I.C. Yes.

D.S. Could you tell me all their names and how many you had?

I.C. I only had two. One was Gary Lee Coppa and the other was Susan C. Moraco. But at
that time it was Coppa.IS

Ilene, Silverio and The Church of Jesus Christ

(01:16:22)
D.S. So to clarify, when you were talking about your husband being a minister, and you were

talking about that, can you explain to me about your faith, and explain to me what
happened after the war? How did you guys come to The Church of Jesus Christ? And
could you tell me a little bit about it for those who don't know. Because this isn't The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? Correct?

I.C. That's correct. You will have to let me go in the bedroom and get that looseleaf on top of
those storage boxes, and I'll tell you all about it.

D.S. Okay.

I.C. Go in the bedroom and get it, Susan.

15See Pictures 18 and 20.
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(01:17:00)
D.S. We are going to pause for just one moment so we can go get the materials that Ilene

needs.

[Pause]
[Begin CD #2]

(00:00 :00)
D.S. Okay. We are back. And just to clarify, Ilene, can you explain a little bit about your faith

and why it was important for you and your husband after the war? Because you keep
saying The Church of Jesus Christ. Now many people sometimes think that's the Latter
day Saints , but could you explain to us a little bit about that?

(00:00:20)
I.e. Well, the church that we attend is The Church of Jesus Christ, and it's the restored gospel.

And it is not affiliated with the Mormon people at all. We do believe in the Book of
Mormon, and its references, and all the things that it says. We know that the Book of
Mormon is a history of the tribe of Joseph. Whereas the Bible is a history of the tribe of
Judah. And there are ten more books to come forth. And that takes care of the twelve
tribes that the church believes in. And I don't know which, what source those books will
come from, but they will come forth in due time. And we belie ve that there will be a
period of time when none will kill or destroy a thousand years. And we believe that when
we die, our spirits go to God who gave them, and our souls, so to speak. And as a result
of that, when the resurrection comes the righteous will rise first. And after a period of a
thousand years have past , then the wicked will also rise and they will be judged according
to their deeds. And those that are judged unrighteous will be put in the fire pit or hell, so
to speak. And those that are righteousshall go and reign with God and become priests
and kings. And they will direct all the praise s that God is entitled to, and his son Jesus
Christ.

(00:02:13)
I.C. And Christ has given his life for all the people that will trust and obey him, and seek

forgiveness for their sins, and ask for bapti sm, and repent, and have hand s laid on them
for the reception of the Holy Ghost which will guide and direct them the rest of their
lives, as long as they remain faithful. And we give sacrament every Sunday, and at
conferences and so forth, for those that are loyal and without sin. And those that have
sinned and turned away have the opportunity to renew themselves if they repent of their
sins and come back and serve God in faith and in truth.

(00:03:05)
D.S. Thank you. So the doctrine of your church. It's a Christian church and you follow the

Bible and the Book of Mormon, but you don't follow the Doctrine and Covenants or
things like that , that the Mormon church is affiliated with ?
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I.C. No, absolutely not.

D.S. So just the Bible and the Book of Mormon?

I.C. And we believe in marriage of two people, a man and a woman. And it is till death do
you part.

(00:03:33)
D.S. Thank you very much. Thank you for that clarification. So after your husband, Silver,

came back , and you both worked in Detroit, did you ... was this the church that you
described earlier that you joined that your husband's family belonged to?

(00:03:51)
I.e. Yes. And he has been a member of the church for fifty-s ix years at the time he passed

away. So now mine would be fifty-seven this year. And we were both bapti zed in the
Pacific Ocean. 16 And it was because we were moving his family from Detroit, Michigan
to San Diego , California. And while there, we went to a conference. And at that
conference, Brother Jim Heaps was speaking, and I asked for my bapti sm. And Silver
hadn't asked as yet, but when they started to play ... after I had asked I thought, "Did I do
the wrong thing?" because I was baptized a Bapti st in the Bapti st church when I was
thirteen years old. And I said in my mind , "Did I do the wrong thing ?" And I said to
God, I said a prayer, "If it's the right thing to do, Lord , play the hymn, ' Just As I Am.'"
And then two seconds they started playing that hymn , so I knew it was the right thing. I
got my answer. And Silver, when he heard the hymn played, "Pass Me Not Oh Gentle
Savior," and he stood and asked for his baptism too. And Brother Watson did the
baptisms, and I've forgotten who laid hand s on us, but I think it was ... I think it was ...
oh, shoot ... maybe Ciaravino. But I'm not sure. I would have to look it up again. It's too
long ago. It's fifty-seven years . Is too dam long. So anyways, so that' s it. And there's
nothing really knew to tell you about the church. If you are interested in finding out you
could call and speak to my son-in-law, Denni s Maraca, and any of the ministers of the
church which are numerous.

(00:06: 13)
D.S. Okay. Thank you. And just to clarify, when you say you became a member of The

Church of Jesus Chri st, how did you become a member? How does that work? Do you
pay dues , or do you get bapti zed? How does it work?

(00:06:25)
I.C. You repent through faith , repentance, and baptism. And then they baptize you, and they

lay hands on you for the reception of the Holy Ghost which leads and guides you

16See Picture 19.
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throughout your life. And as long as you remain faithful, you're able to take sacrament
and participate in all the church activities. And yes I do pay dues . I don't consider them
dues. It's a donation. And as a result of the donation, I support the building fund because
we are working on our renovation of our building, and also for cleaning of the building.
We pay to have a company come and clean the building. And we used to clean it
ourselves, but because of the fact that we are getting so busy in our natural lives it seems
that we don't have the time to do it. But my husband and I used to come every Saturday
when it was our time to clean it and clean the building.

(00:07:31)
D.S. Thank you. So when you say you become a member ... so it's a spiritual membership that

you become? And you are not forced to pay dues or donations? It's a freewill giving it
sounds like?

I.C. Yes, freewill. If we don't have the money, you don't give. You can't get, you know, juice
out of a lemon . Sometimes they are dry. So as a result, if you don't have the money, you
don't have to pay.

D.S. And when did your husband become a minister?

(00:07 :59)
I.e. He was a minister on April 22nd, 1956. And he served as a minister faithfully for

fifty-six years.

D.S. And do you serve any role in the church as well?

I.C. I am a deaconess, but since I had cancer I can't lift my right arm to flip the cloths
properly, so I don't set the table anymore. But I am a deaconess.

D.S. When you say the table?

(00:08:31)
I.e. Sacrament table, yes. And also I am the historian of the Hollywood Branch, and I keep

the history. And every six months I turn it over to the presiding elder, and he takes care
of whatever needs to be done with that.

Farewell to a Best Friend
(00:08:48)

D.S. Thank you. So if you don't mind me asking, when did Silver pass away?
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(00:08:56)
I.C. April the 2nd, 2009. I got a call at ten o'clock in the evening from this St. Anthony's

Rehab where he was, and he was in there for a two-week period supposedly. And I
would go to see him everyday at four o'clock. And I would stay until five, five-thirty , and
that was time for him to go down to the dining hall to eat his dinner. And I would bring
him clean clothes and help him get dressed if he needed to be redressed, and everything
like that. And they did his dialysis for kidney failure from August 2008. I think it was
August 14th, 2008 to the time he passed away. And I would bring him, when I would
come to visit him, clean clothes, fresh fruit , because he liked fresh fruit. And I would
bring him that , and I would bring him some orange juice. And then when it was time for
him to go to the dining room, I'd get him in the wheel chair and wheel him to the dining
room. And then I would say goodbye , and then we would come back the next day.

(00:10:25)
I.e. And the time that he passed away, they called me at ten o'clock at night. And this woman

said on the phone that "Your husband is not responding." And I said, "Well maybe his
hearing aids are not working. " And she said, "No, he's dead." Just like that. Just as
blunt as you could be. And I turned around and started crying, and gave her my
daughter's phone number, and she called my daughter then. And I just sat there and
cried and cried until Susan, and her husband, and her two sons, came to visit. And then
before they left, they had a prayer, and Susan stayed with me all night long.

(00:11 :16)
I.C. And the next day we went to the funeral home to make arrangements for his funeral. And

then from there , after that, the funeral was taken care of there. Then we had a ... I think
there was a lunch. It was held at one of the restaurants there. And as a result of that, then
his body was flown to Michigan where he's buried in White Chapel Cemetery. And they
had a funeral there too, and we also had a lunch there. And all the people that knew me
and knew him for all the years that we had worshipped with him, came to say their
sympathy and things of that way. And I want to say too that my husband was the best
looking man in the world.

(00:12:16)
D.S. Thank you. So when he passed away, did he receive anything from the U.S.

Government for his service during World War II? Did anything get mailed to you?

I.e. Yes, and I have it hanging, framed on the wall. And I got another copy right there. If you
want to take a picture of it you can.

D.S. Thank you. That would be wonderful.

I.e. That's another ... that's it right there . There is one that's open I'm sure.
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D.S. And I actually...

S.M. She also received a flag . He had a military...

(00 :12:46)
I.C. Yes, he had a military funeral.

S.M. What were the wonderful words that they spoke to you?

I.C. That woman and ... a man and a woman draped the flag on his casket. And then after
they took the flag and folded it, and they come and knelt in front of me and thanked me
for the service that my husband had given the government.

S.M. It was from a grateful nation. It was very moving.

D.S. If! see correctly the paper that you received from the U.S. Government, it's signed by
the President?

I.C. Yes, Obama.

D.S. Wow! President Barack Obama!

I.C. Yeah. Take a picture of it on the wall.

(00: 13:30)
D.S. Thank you . So this is going to be my last question for you , and then I'm just going to

clarify two things that you talked about. And then we will be done with the interview. So
for your last question, what are your fondest memories of your life with your husband?

(00 :13:48)
I.C. I like the years that we were together after we both retired. That was the best time. We

had twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, and we never were without anybody.
And we also used our trailer. We trailered for forty-two years across the United States .
And we went clear to Alaska. And I have a stone from every state that I ever went to.
And I put polyurethane on it, and the name of the state , and I think the date of when we
went there. And I also have a stone that was from his father's house that he lived in when
we moved him to California and San Diego. And I got a stone there , and it tells that's
from his back yard.

(00: 14:36)
I.C. And his father used to raise figs. And my husband had a fig tree that Susan had bought

him. Susan and Gary bought him a fig tree and put it on our patio there. And he had figs
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from that fig tree. Before he passed away, he had lots of them. Just lots of them. And
we used to have a tomato plant there, and I had those cherry tomatoes on them. We had
three hundred and fifty cherry tomatoes from that plant in that pot that I have there. And
I also now have in it a plant that has rosemary herb, herb that has leaves on it. And I can
use fresh rosemary if I wanted, but I don't use it anymore. I do very little cooking for
myself. It's just me and I lost ... this week I lost a pound and a half. Yes. So ... and I
have pictures on the wall of the house we had up north, and the picture of his hat , and the
service medals, and a picture of the letter from the president.

S.M. And these houses, when you enjoyed your retirement, who built those homes?

(00:15:56)
I.C. We had a carpenter come and build the exterior, but my husband did all the interior. All

of it. And we had somebody come do the plaster board. And otherwise, my husband did
the electric wiring and everything. And Gary came ... my son helped do some of the
electric wiring.

Clarifying Questions

(00: 16:18)
D.S. Thank you. So, thank you so much. So, the two questions I want to clarify. Earlier

when you were talking, you said that your husband's parents ... there was something
about eyes glowing, and I just wanted to go a little bit more into that so that way we
can understand fully what that really is. What do you mean when the wife would
look at ... who was it? Their husband, the eyes would glow?

(00:16:43)
I.C. Yes, it was the husband's eyes that was glowing. He was baptized and a member of The

Church of Jesus Christ, but she was not. But after, later on she got baptized. After she
got baptized, the eyes didn't glow anymore because she had seen the light.

D.S. Oh, okay. Thank you so much. And another thing you talked about in your testimony is
that you shared things during the war. For instance, when you were living in the house
together with other people, you shared pots and you shared refrigerators. Could you go a
little bit more into that? Was that because of the war effort?

(00:17:21)
I.C. That was the beginning of the war, yes. And those people, like I said, we lived with, we

shared the one bedroom, and kitchen, and part of the cupboard, and part of the
refrigerator, and everything. Those people moved west because their child needed a drier
climate. And we bought after the war, we bought all their things that they had , their
furniture, the refrigerator, their stove, everything. And ... but we didn't live in their
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house. We had our own house to live in, and we furnished our own house with their
things. And it was really nice because it was inexpensive. And we re-did things, and
then my husband went into business for himself as a carpet layer. And as he called it,
S & S Carpet. And he did that kind of work until his retirement. And this carpet that we
had in this condominium, all of the rooms are laid by my husband except this room. And
the rest are all by him, and they are still there , and they are still in good shape. And we
had enough money that with his Social Security and my Social Security, that we lived
here since October 13th, 1904, I think it was.

S.M. 1994.

I.C. Dh-huh. No. '04, 2004.

S.M. Oh, 2004.

(00:19:02)
I.C. Yes.

S.M. Not 19, 2004.

I.C. That's right.

S.M. Because you've owned this for some time now.

(00:19:18)
I.C. We owned this place, but we rented it out, and the rent paid for the ... well, we paid cash

for the place. I bought it for my daughter to live in. And after she married Dennis
Moraco, why, then she moved out and we would rent this . And then all the money that
we had received from this rent I put in CDs, and I still got them.

D.S. And my last question to clarify, when did you move down to Florida from Detroit?

I.C. That was when it was in October ... October. What time was it?

(00: 19:54)
S.M. We had the hurricane, and it came through and blew all our trees down. But they came

down when my father was unable to take care of the place. That was in Grayling. His
health was beginning to diminish and it got to be more than he could handle. Then they
moved and lived here full time thereafter.

I.e. I don't remember the exact date.

S.M. Sorry.
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(00:20:22)
D.S. Well thank you so much, Ilene. That was a wonderful story. And again, it's September

25th. I just want to thank you so much, Ilene, once again. That was a wonderful story,
and I thank you so much for sharing it with us. And we are ending the recording now at
2:24 p.m.


