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WS: My name is William Sawch yn. Today is Thursday, October 14,2010. I'm at the
office of Joe Redner, 3924 West Spruce Street , Tampa, Florida; with Mr. Joe
Redner. I'm gonna start off with some questions about your early life, growing
up, things like that.

JR: Okay .

WS: would you start off by please saying your full name?

JR: Joseph Richard Redner.

WS: Thank you. when and where were you born?

JR: Was born in Hackensack, New Jerse y in 1940.

WS: What was your experience in Florida like, or in New Jersey?

JR: You know, I don 't have a lot of memory of New Jerse y. We moved down here
when I was, uh, in the second grade and, urn, 1.. .1...1 just, uh, I remember my first
time 1...1...1 was able to swim . I remember, uh, that I...they thought 1had polio for
a little while or I did and it...it went away and I remember, urn, I just...1 have very
limited memory of it, of New Jerse y. I remember...I'll tell you what I do
remember. .....okay. I remember that there was a...a...a Passaic River in Summit
where I lived for a while . I was born in Hackensack, but I lived in Summit,
Passaic River and there was a Seba Pharmaceutical factory and I used to watch
the creek, I used to go down by the river and ...and I saw this creek running into
the river now......and I remember all the beautiful colors that came
out...[Laughs] ...I didn 't know they were chemicals. I didn 't know it was wrong
what they were doing, but I remember the beautiful colors that were floating
down into the river. .....uh, polluting, but I didn't know it was polluting at that
time, polluting our, uh, our eco system ....and, uh, and, uh, yeah, now I understand
those people were killing us.

JR: And...and they still don 't care about us. They're still doing the same damn thing,
the only thing is they 've gotta abide by the law. If they could get away with it,
they would do the same thing. They're not interested in anybody' s health.
They're not interested in anything but themsel ves and making mone y.



WS: So the move to Tampa, didn 't...it didn 't affect you at all? You were too young to
really ...

JR: You know, yeah ...and then when I came here, what I remember here is, uh, the,
uh, that they had two water fountains.

[0:03:01.3]

JR: One for white people, one for black people. And , uh, the white ...the ...and , uh, I
didn 't under. ..1 remember not understanding that.. .'cause coming from the north ,
where there is as much prejudism, it's just not out...out.. .out...in front.. .they 're not
out in front about it like they were here. Urn, and I didn't understand it. I
thought what...what is it? That...that...would that water make me sick if I drank
after them or what was the reasoning behind it. I didn't understand why ...even at
that age, why one human being would be treating another human being like that.
I just didn 't understand it.. ..So it's...it's in my nature I know.

WS: While you were growing up, how was your relationship with your family? Were
you very close?

JR: Uh, I've always been a loner , urn, my mother worked hard and she was ...she was
very respected because she worked hard. She didn 't...she didn 't, uh, fool around.
She didn 't, you know, she was single. She got a divorce and that's the reason she
came to Florida. Uh, she didn 't fooL..she didn 't go out. In fact , she didn 't even
go out and I used to wonder why she didn 't. Urn, she didn't have a male friend
and she 'd say, '''Cause I' ve"...cause she had to take care of her kids and I always
thought that, you know, I...you're not gonna put me on a guilt trip [laughs] . 1...1
always thought she should, you know, for...'cause she sacrificed herself for me, I
always thought she should...should've had fun and done things, but I guess she
was living her life the way she wanted to. But I kind of got away from the
question.

WS: ...It was about your relationship with your family .

JR: Urn, I loved my mother. My mother took care of me. Urn, I didn 't understand
her and she didn 't understand me.

WS: Your father wasn 't around?

JR: No ...Not that way we...we conflicted very much, but there was...her...her ways
and my ways were ...are just different.

WS: This is sort of a personal question. Did not having a father around while you were
growing up, did that affect you at all or do you...



JR: You know, I don 't know [laughs]. How would I know ' cause I never experienced
the other thing , so I don 't know how it affected me whatsoever. It didn 't affect
me in my mind . I don 't think that , you know, I don 't...I don 't...I think I am the
person I...I want to be...

[0:06:06.2]

JR: ...there 's things I want to do that I haven 't done , but I am...and/or get done ...but
I'm the person I want to be, so I...I would think that it didn 't affect me, but who
knows? I might be better now because of it or I could be worse. I don 't think I
could be any...I don't think I could be worse because I am what I am. You know,
but...it's just...it's just being objective. Deal with the problem to solve the
problem, not to serve your interest or whatever.

WS: When you were young, did you have any ideas or dreams of what you wanted to
be when you grew up?

JR: No, I didn 't know what I wanted to be. I...I never wanted to, uh, invest the, uh,
never wanted to invest the time and the, uh, all that into becoming those things so
I really didn 't know what I wanted to be. And ...and I had very low self
esteem...at the time , too. So there 's a lot of things I thought that I couldn't be
because ofthe...I don 't sp...I can 't spell. To this day, I can 't spell because it's not
ration...it's not logical , you...it's memory. And I don 't remember those types of
things. So, uh, or they have to be drummed into my head for me to remember
over and over and I just didn 't feel the effort was worth the result at the time.

WS: Urn, you had social anxiety disorder growing up, correct?

JR: Where did you hear that from?

WS: Your documentary.

JR: Yeah. I still have it. I won 't go...a lot of situations I go into, but I'm
uncomfortable being there.

WS: How do you reconcile having social anxiety disorder with being a public figure?

JR: Anger.

WS: Anger?

JR: Anger. If you lose all when you get angry, you lose all.. ....so you control your
anger. It's passion. Call it passion. Uh, anger, you lose your inhibitions... when



you're angry. You just, you know, you...you get into it. And, uh, a lot of people
think I'm...I'm really angry , but I'm not angry, I'm...I'rn ...I'm using that to...to,
uh, to, uh, express myself, to be able to express myself. But, yeah, 1...1 have...1
don 't like to...a 10t..1 don 't want to go speak at, uh, rallies and all that , but the
way things are going in society, I feel like I have something to contribute whether
I'm uncomfortable or not. So I try and overcome it to...to, uh, do what I have to
do.

WS: Do you have any brothers or sisters?

JR: One brother, uh, and he 's two years older than I am.

[0:09:03.3]

WS: Do you have a relationship to this day, how is your relationship growing up or...

JR: I don't like my brother. 1...1...1 [laughs] I love my brother, I don't like him. I
actually pay for his...his, uh, house , where he lives. I, uh, pay for, uh, someone to
come in and clean the house twice a week . I buy food for him when he eats right.
Uh, but he doesn 't always eat right , so I'm not gonna buy him junk. Uh, he's not
in good shape. Uh, but, uh, uh, sometimes he's not a nice guy. So
he...he...the...the lady I have come in to help take care of him, he, uh, he abuses
her. He...he's a...1 call , what I call people a lot of people, not just hi...a lot of
people in this world , he 's a tyrant. So when he...when he need ...people he wants
something from, he's very nice to them . But when he has the control, he becomes
the nice guy and that's not people that I like. I don 't like people like that , so
where there's...and I don't believe in that my country, right or wrong, my family ,
right or wrong. My party , right or wrong. That 's crap, that 's what's wrong with
the world. So I don't, you know, it's...if you 're doing wrong, you 're doing
wrong. I don 't give a damn who you are. If you 're doing right , you 're doing
right. I don't care who you are. Through ex...example. You can...you can
change people. And make them understand why they should be that way, so
yeah, I surround myself with people that are either good or, uh, they'll change.
And if they don 't, then I'm not around them anymore.

WS: You dropped out of high school , correct?

JR: Yeah. [Coughs] Yeah, I don 't learn the same way or at the same speed as other
people.

WS: Urn-hum.

JR: It takes a...it takes a whole lot more for me to learn and I was always...b...started
falling behind. When it was all logical stuff, I was doing very well. But then
when it came to the time that you had it was not logical , but memory, I didn 't do



so well then. The class always got ahead of me, which contributed to my low
self-esteem because I thought there was something wrong with me...and, uh, so
1...1 dropped out, went to work. Uh, I didn 't find out that I was really, really
smart. I knew I was different, but I didn 't know that I was really smart until I
started dealing it...when I first had my first adult business...and I started dealing
with, uh, dealing with the law. And then I...and...and reading decisions and the
logic and the rationale behind the decisions and ...understanding the constitutional
principles and ... I found out that the...I' rn not the dumb one [laughs] ...

[0:12:02.8]

JR: ...that's most of the other ones that are.

JR: I understand process. I understand the value of evidence. I don 't make , uh,
judgments wh...usually , I have, but I'll change. I don 't make judgments without
evidence and I want to know everybody's side. I want to know every opinion
because I hate to be wrong. And the only way to be wrong is to know what the
right side is. So you have to examine every ...not to be wrong ...you have to
examine everybody's opinions, everybody's...the way everybody would attack a
problem. You have to...and...and once you...and then you pick out the best one or
pick out some of this one, some of this one, some of this one ... in order to compile
the best...the best one. That's just good sense. Right?

JR: So many times I'll be reading someone's opinions and the...they make it based on
things or hear them ...make it based on things that really aren 't relevant to what the
hell they 're talking about. So...that you learn through the court system. You
learn all that and I understand the court system because it's...it's a...a rational
process for coming to a conclusion...that is the best conclusion you can come to
from the process. That's all a court system is. Settles disputes. That's all it does.
Based on relevant, good information.

WS: When you were growing up did you have any heroes? Is there anyone In

particular who influenced you at all?

JR: Again , I never had a hero unt...I , uh, until I, uh, and I wouldn't consider ' em
heroes, they 're people that I respected. That's what a hero is and they were
heroes, but the people that got my respect...until I got in the wall, and, uh, there
was there's a lot of people , but I'll give you th...three examples.

WS: Okay.



JR: William O. Douglas, on the Supreme Court of the United States, use...was. Uh,
1...1 had a lot of respect for him. Thurgood Marshall is another one I had a lot of
respect for. I read their decisions ...and William Brennan. I had a lot of respect
for. Now, oh, I'll tell you. I have a, uh, I have a lot of respect for, but, uh, is Mr.
Obama...President Obama...1 have a lot of respect for except I think he's getting
some bad in...bad counseling and [coughs] I think he knows what's right, urn, oh,
uh, they're gonna appeal the don't ask, don't tell decision , but all those generals. . .
are screammg, screammg, screammg ...

[0:14:58.2]

JR: They're gonna convince him that it's gonna be...it's gonna lower the moral of the
army and it's gonna hurt it and that's not so. But they're...those generals will
convince him of that. I think his first inclination would be "no," ...but he's
gonna...and...and so he's gonna appeal that decision when he shouldn 't. He
should leave it there. Now, that...1 could be wrong for one reason . He could be
appealing it because he he says he doesn 't want the, uh, I don't know, I just lost
my train of thought...he he think...he say he doesn 't the courts to do it, he wants
the legislature to do i...but the court 's aware th...this progression has been down
throughout the history of our country ...the courts have downed it. The courts
have...since [inaudible] or whatever that case is where they said equal
protect...they started on equal protection, you had to...in California they made
the...they treated the Chinese like crap. And this is a...a federal case of...a
Supreme Court case that said, "No , you got to treat them the same way you treat
everybody else." If they have...you can't make their laundries be one place and
make the other people 's laundry be in another and have rules for one laundry and
no rules for the other and...and different rules for the Chinese and their laundries.
They got to be the same. And that's where started the equal protection. They
could 've said, "Wait for the legislature." Well, it'll never happen. And it's...it's
the, uh, it's the same thing. The courts are where when they apply the
evidence ...because legislatures don't use evidence . They
don't.. .they...they...they...they feign using evidence , but they don't.

JR: I remember one time there was an insurance law that was being brought forward
and they brought a bunch of people up there and they spoke to...as...as for
evidence, but they didn 't swear 'em in. And...and a lot of ' em were insurance
executives and they told these stories and they were just...to the legislature ...and
the legislature were gonna use 'em and they were just so outrageous...that it was
getting...you know, the people were starting to see, this is crab what they're
doing. So they called this...they...they...they called the same people back and they
swore 'em in and they changed their testimony completely. So the legislature
is doesn 't take evidence and the court rules based on evidence and is supposed to
lo and the judges are supposed to leave their prejudices some place else.



JR: But, uh, so, no, I think the courts are...are relevant to doing that and, uh, what was
your...what was the question? I know I got away from it?

WS: It was: who do you respect, who are your heroes?

JR: So anyway, my heroes are people are people that care about other people ...and
it's...it's clear that they do. You know, uh, another thing I...I'm listening to Glen
Beck one time on the radio and he' s got this guy who was an interrogator. And
this guy was talking to Glen about how he interrogated people and how he...they
would do it is, they would put air in their ears and they would blow their outer
eardrum and then...and...and then ask them. Because then they're gonna blowout
their inner eardrum...

[0:18:12.9]

JR: ...and...and, uh, and Glen asked 'em all those questions about it and he was kind
of condoning it and...to...one question he never asked ' em, "Did you ever blow anybody 's
eardrum out that you found out was innocent?" Nobody asked 'em that.

WS: Okay. Moving on. How did you first become involved in the business of adult
entertainment?

JR: I was, uh, I worked at Levites, uh, furniture and back in ' 76, ' 77 and, uh, I used to
hang out at a bar called the Pad Lounge on [coughs] right next door to the
furniture store. And the, urn, the owner of that place had a go-go bar and I used to
go in there and drink and, you know, we'd talk a little bit and he put me to work
on his door, collecting door. ..a door charge on cer...on Friday and Saturday nights.
And, uh, I guess he...he decided I was honest because he got a good count from
me and he, uh, the right count , not a good count, the right count. And, uh, he also
owned a, uh, go-go bar back then. And that 's where the...there were no strippers ,
it was...you carne...and the girls came out in pasties and a thong and that 's
the...they danced upon a stage and they go-go...that' s what they did. And he
asked me if I would like to manage the place at night. And I went over there and
went to work for him. And then I heard a, while I was working for him, I was
going riding home one night at 3:30 in the morning or 4:00...and I was listening to
the radio and I heard on the radio that the Supreme Court had just ruled that
nudity if contained in speech, was protected by the first amendment. It was
called the case was called Ersnonic versus Jacksonville. It was a
movie outdoor movie theatre and it had fleeting glimpses of nudity on the screen
and they...they, uh, charged the, uh, projectionist with a crime. And the Supreme
Court ruled that, you know, if you don't like it or want to look at it, simply divert
your eyes and that nudity contained in speech was protected . They've since
receded from that a little bit. .. because we have some prudes up there. And, urn,
we have had prudes and there's some of ' em are still there. And, uh, so I went to



the owner and I said, "Hey, why don't you go nude?" He says, "Why?" Says
because 1...1 said, "Because the Supreme Court just ruled that, you know,
and...that's it's contained in speech," and I said, "Dance is speech." "Dance has
been speech since the beginning of time, from the...from, uh, from the Indians, to
the ballet...it's all, you know, it's speech, that's what it is."

[0:21 :01.2]

JR: And I said, so, you know, wh...why don't we, uh, go nude? And he...he went and
got his lawyer, Aber Guile and his lawyer came to see me and asked me why I
thought they could and I told ' em and he went back and told the guy, nay, you
can't go there. So, uh, I guess either he didn't understand or I didn 't understand ,
one or the other. I think it was him. And, urn, so, uh, I, uh, he...he helped me get
into my own my o...open a bar...a beer joint. I found a beer joint that was closed
'cause they weren 't doing any business and the owner of the beer joint was a
bondsmen which I didn 't think about at the time, but he...that was certainly, uh,
uh, if you believe that God could be a godsend [laughs] and, uh, so he, uh, he
helped me and we bo...1 sold my house and we bought this this bar. I bought it
and, uh, he helped me with it and, uh, the bondsmen and the this other guy I had
been working for and I went nude and that 's what started the war with the city of
Tampa and then it went to war, we went to war.

WS: This club was the first one you opened , it was fully nude?

JR: Yep.

WS: Urn, what sort of feelings enveloped you as you opened this club were you
nervous at all about the consequences, were you excited or...

JR: No, I was...1 was desperate. I didn 't have no...1 wasn 't going anywhere , I saw no
light at the end of the tunnel, I was working for, uh, for, uh, peanuts ...and, uh, you
know, I was kind of desperate so...and I enjoy the fight, but I just...1 di...1 told you
anger...1 enjoy the fight because that's what brings the best out in me. And, uh, so
I, uh, I, uh, it gave...it...it...it was my beginning and 1...1 loved it. I loved the fight.
I loved the go...1 loved going down to the jail house. I loved, you know, just
throwing my...my balls in the establishments face. They...people say you can't
fight city hall and I was fighting them and whipping 'em. And, uh, again, it
was...1 was desperate , so, uh, yeah, 1...1 just...1 started enjoying it. I found out
that, uh, it was...that was the first place that I, uh, I, uh, found out that maybe my
low self-esteem wasn 't justified in through a continuing...now's it's been through
a continuing, but I was a carpenter too before that. 1...1 did carpenter work and I
was a good carpenter. And I understood it because it's logical , how things fit
together. And, uh, I was good at it, so, uh, [coughs] but I was lonely when I was a
carpenter. I didn 't, uh, I was...1 was out by myself somewhere doing carpenter
work and there 's nobody to talk to and...



[0:23:58.8]

WS: So you ' ve acquired the title, "The inventor of the nude lap dance," how did that
come about? Was it self-ascribed and also since...

JR: No, I'd never said that. I have never said that. I don 't even know if it' s true or
not. All I know is it evolved. I know that I'm father of a [inaudible]. It, urn, it
evolved to that because every time the city would throw up, uh, some kind of a
block, you know, they would...they ...the ...the Supreme Court ruled that the ...the
alcohol trumped the first amendment. And that they...in bars, they could
prescribe nudity because of the alcohol tended to make things...which they
should've prescribed the alcohol, not the nudit y. I mean , that...I love the thing
where they say...uh, uh, and I was in the Supreme Court one time when old
Rehnquist was up there and he said, he got up in court and they were talkin g
about the ...and it was a nude question. I had ...I had a tie on at the Supreme Court
with a nude lady on it...see, everybody diverted their eyes. But Rehnquist, he gets
up there and he says, "You can 't...you can 't holler "fire" in a crowded theatre,"
and I thought to myself, yes, you can. You know how? If it' s in the play and
everybody knows they're gonna do it...you can holler " fire" in the crowded
theatre. And that 's more analogist to the situation of nudit y than people...than
someone hollering "fire," that no one expect s and everybody running out the door
and trampling people. Okay? So he...an...and then I thought, hey, I'm smarter
than this guy. I'm smarter than Rehnquist. So...so this continuing thing helped...I
even got some cards I...I had sent to the Supreme Court later because another
Supreme Court justice said that adult...adult, uh, communication, uh, was not the
sort of thing that mothers and fathers sent their children to war f..olo protect. And,
uh, so I got a card and had a whole bunch of [inaudible] sign and said, adult , uh,
uh, uh, information is exactl y what I went to war for...and fought for. Freedom of
speech. Adults...adult speech is exactly what. And I sent a whole bunch up the
Supreme Court [inaudible] . Didn 't change anythin g.

WS: Looking back when you first opened the night gallery, when you first opened
Mons Venus , what are some of your memorable moments from opening these
establishments?

JR : Uh, let's see, most memorable. You know, you have to give...you would have to
give me time to think about that, uh...

[0:26:59.3]



JR: ...1 remember going to jail, you know, I remember incidents in the jail, uh, they
usually...the jailers treated me very well. They ...after they got used to me.
Because I went 150 times. And, uh, they, uh, they got used to me and, uh, they
would let...they wouldn't put me in a cell. They'd let me sit out, wait for the
bondsmen who was my partner, to come and bond me out. Which saved me a
whole bunch of money too. Couldn't have done it without having a bondsmen as
a partner because you only pay 3 percent. The bondsmen only pays 3 percent. He
makes from three ...he charges you ten, he makes ...but see, he only charged me 3
percent of the bond , so...Um, I...I...1 remember one time, um, that, um, I had...they
ha...they changed their tactics ' cause nothing worked for them, so they changed
their tactics. And they used to...at one time, they were running through the front
door , catching the girl on the stage, instead of putting undercover in there ,
putting...running through the door , catching the girl on stage nude and ...taking her
out so I, uh, I put a button ...1 put a doorman outside and I put a button underneath
the mat. And every time they started to run up, they saw...he saw 'em and he'd
push on the button, the girLI...1 had a girl sitting at the bar and she'd jump on the
stage with her clothes on and throw...the nude girl would run in the back, they'd
run in and there was...there was nobody nude . So that took care of that. And I
remember when they found that...1 was standing out when they found out about it.
One of the dancers said something on the way down there ......and, uh, they found
out and they came over and they said...he said, "Step on that button and I'm
gonna shoot you." And I said, "What are you...," stepped on the button , I said,
"Shoot me you idiot." I mean , that's...what kind of a stupid statement is that?
And then I remember another thing ...another time they, uh, they, uh, then they
would send in like...they send in like, I don't know, nine or ten with a captain and
they'd just...would just sit around in there. And of course , I didn 't have any
customers. So I'd unplug the jukebox and I got up and I sa...told the customers
that were in there, I said, "I want you to watch this. All these policemen, they 've
been training for a long time and they do this very well. They 're training on how
to arrest a nude dancer and you just got to watch this. It is amazing what they do
and never mind all those people that...that [inaudible] dancers are really
dangerous and those people out there killing people , we don't care about them,"
so, uh, when I...when I plugged the jukebox back up, you take your clothes off
and all you folks here, you watch and see how good they work. [Laughs] They
never do that again. Yeah, they never did that again. They just...they didn 't do it.
The Tampa paper wouldn't run...they...see, they ...they didn't run it, but it...it...that
one hit a Miami paper and someone sent it to me. I read about it.

[0:30:00.9]

JR: But that's...that was memorable. My outsmarting the establishment is what's
memorable with me.

WS: To move on, I'd like to talk a little bit about Florida's, Tampa's war on adult
entertainment establishments.



JR: Yeah, which is no...no longer. ..there is none.

WS: There is none , but there used to be.

JR: Yeah. Well , I don't know if it's Tampa's war , it was the male mayor's war. I've
never had a problem...I had tWO...two eight. ..two-term mayors that were female .
Sandy Freedman and Pam Iorio, they've never bothered me. Never. Pam Iorio,
she's smart. That's a smart woman. She ...there was clubs that were really
dealing in drugs, prostitution, they were going crazy...after the six foot rule was
passed. They started going crazy. I just didn't...I just didn 't abide by it. I just
went and did what I do and they arrested me. Over and over and over, not me, but
my dancers over. ..I wanted them to arrest me, they wouldn't. But, uh, she ...she
went in and she used the prostitution statute. She used the drug statute and she
used the reco statute with those, in conjunction with them. She went in. She sent
[inaudible]. Why over and over and over waste your time over and over again.
She went in, she made a couple of undercover buys of cocaine in some
places...she had the police make some prostitution, uh, uh, arrest in a couple of
places. And a couple of times, three times, whatever it takes to satisfy the rico
statute...uh, ' cause it has to be a pattern of racketeering. And then she went in and
she brought...she not only brought criminal charges against them, she brought a
reco charge against ' em which is in civil court, which results in you can lose your
property. The city can actually take your property...the government can actually
take your property. And she threatened 'em. She straightened it all out. In a
matter of two or three months. Where these people been fighting me...fighting
me, which I don't have prostitution and drugs in my club , that's easy to deal
with ...that's not hard to deal with. So I didn't have 'em and I, you know, and 1...I
know that's...I know enough about the law and 1...and I don 't want to do that...I
don 't want it in my club anyway, it's, uh, ...it'll destroy it. Uh, destroys morale. It
destroys everything. You 're never gonna have good dancers if you got drug
dancers 'cause the drug dancers abuse the good dancers...it's just the nature of the
thing. It just doesn't make any sense. But she went and she did those things and
she threatened 'em with reco and ...and , urn, she , uh, she stopped the ...the crap.
And that's the way it should've been done and that's what I've been telling ' em.
You don't pass a six foot law 'cause they said they passed a six foot law to stop
drugs and to stop prostitution.

[0:33:01.0]

JR: And it never stopped anything. You 're six foot away, I can still , hey, I'll give you
five hundred for some [inaudible]. I mean, what the hell does six foot got to do
with it. And drugs, they're not passing drugs between the dancer and the
customers anyway. That's stupid in any of the clubs. Not while they're dancing.
I mean, you know, it's while you're sitting fully clothed that you pass drugs. I
mean, it's just stupid justifications and , uh, uh, trying to satisfy some misguided,



moral idea that they have. And so, I have no problems. There 's a...there 's a war
on adult businesses all over the country right now, but I have...1 don't have a
problem. I operate my business properly and I don 't have a problem.

ws: Urn, in the ' 80s, ' 90s, a...a lot of cities , Orlando, uh, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale,
alL.all these cities were passing legislation to...to hinder adult busine sses. Do
you see Florida and its residents as a state where people are inherently inclined to
have an extremely divided and diverse range of views when it comes to the
acceptability of an adult entertainment industry?

JR: I don 't think there 's two...no, no, the really diverse...diverse meaning there 's one,
uh, uh, segment of the population says you, you shouldn't have it and then there ' s
a segment says it's freedom ...and liberty and that you should be able to do it if
you want to. Urn...

WS: But Florida, in particular. ..

JR: ...I think , urn, no, I don 't think Florida's any different from any other state. I
don 't think there, you know, people are the same wherever you go. [Inaudible]
it's, you know, human beings are the same. I don 't think there's much difference.
I think it's whether ra...rational people are in control or irrational people are in
control. That's all. And that flows from other...the...whether the rational people
are in control or not, flows from other things, not what...not from the adult
businesses. It flows from, uh, whether the economy is good and then they put in
an irrational Republican or they have ...the economy's, you know, it depends on
the switch of the things. It's...it's all other things that influence those people
getting in or out of office, rational people being in office or not being in office .
The liars, the cheaters, the media, all kinds of things .

WS: In your experience, how do you feel about how the powers that be have handled
the enforcement of restrictive measures on adult entertainment? Do you see a lot
of hypocrisy in the way they 've dealt with the prosecution [inaudible]?

JR: Uh, no, I think [inaudible] out of ignorance, not hypocri sy. I think they 're ig...just
ignorant. They, uh, you know, uh, uh, and I think ignorance and, urn, and selfish
motivation. Maybe political motivation, what they think is...is gonna get them the
most votes and things like that.

[0:36:12.9]

JR: If...ifthat's hypo ...hypocrisy, I guess maybe hypocri sy, but do I think that they 're
out doing the things that they 're telling all the people not to do? Yeah, but I think
they're doing it someplace else . Yeah, there 's a...yeah, I guess there would be a
lot of hypocrisy, yeah. They 're going to Vegas to see the nude women. You
know what I mean?



WS: I came across an article that cited the Tampa sheriff spending 30,000 plus dollars
in strip clubs buying lap dances, trying to prosecute for lap dance violations,
trying to make arrest for lap dance violations at a club called Rapture.

JR: Oh, in St. Petersburg...in Pinellas County, oh, yeah, that's my club. That was my
club , yeah. I thought you were talking about locally. Uh, yeah , they just...that
guys was really nuts. I can 't even remember his name. That sheriff over there ,
hell, they ...they in, uh, uh, ' cause I...I, uh, my method is your...you got to do what
you got to do, I'm gonna do what I gotta do. I just keep on the...the nude and they
just keep raiding. I keep nude...they keep raiding. Okay. Well, I'll defend it in
court. Court's where you're gonna get the fairest. They even put one ofmy...they
put his hand in the car door and slammed it on his hand. Those are the moral
people they claim to be moral people. So, yeah, this guy was ...he was out there .
Really out there. I had to finally get a judge to [inaudible] from doing it, but...I
didn 't make any money over there and I didn 't put my personal touch on it
because I don't like to travel and that, uh, that 's , uh, was a trip to go over there
and just to keep control of that club ...uh, was, uh, more than I wanted to do, so,
uh, I...I sold it. But yeah, they spend a lot of mone y. It's...it 's ...it 's nuts.

WS: How do you feel about legislation such as the pole tax, which targets specifically,
adult entertainment establishments, uh...

JR: It's misguided.

WS: ...do...do the beneficiaries of such attacks, such as the victims of sexual abuse , the
elderly...

JR: What the hell 's the elderly got to do with it? A tax is supposed to have some kind
of rational.i.especially a...a tax that singles out a group is supposed to have some
kind of a rational rat...relationship to the...to the affect of that thing on society.
Well , you...you know, my...my...I see there all challenging it on a first
amendment grounds all over the country. My challenge would be it has no
rational relationship because we don't cause those problems. We don 't cause sex
crimes. You know, it's not, to...to...it, urn, well , it's just...that's not...it...it.. .we
just don't. We just don 't cause sex crimes. Then they'll eca ...equate it to children
and, uh, and, uh, pedophiles don 't go in adult...in adult businesses unless
they ...there would be kids there . And there ' s not kids in adult businesses. There
shouldn't be.

[0:39:21.5]

[Laughs]



JR: If there is, they should be under the...the place should be under the jail. It' s not
the adult businesses it's every, like, everything else. Uh, uh, where they...where
children are molested it's not in adult businesses. You know, so, so, uh, there 's
no relationship to what they 're doing it for. Now, they 're doing it for sexual
abuse victims...people, husbands and people, men , don't go into adult businesses
and then go home and abuse their families. That ' s just...you know, abusers are
abusers. It's a type of individual. That' s their mentality. Has nothing to do with
adult businesses. And if you...and ...and it' s just another way of them saying, "We
can 't deal with this. So we're gonna blame it on something else. So the people
think we're doing something."

WS: Back when the war on adult entertainment was really raging, uh, where do you
see yourself in the context of that fight looking back? Were you...were you public
enemy No. I?

JR: Depends on who you ask, you know...

WS: In your own opinion.

JR: ...my, uh, oh, no. I'm...l 'm for the people , not against the people. I do things to
help society, not hurt society.

WS: In the opinion of law enforcement.

JR: ...a lot of law enforcement was with me, uh, a lot of ' em were ...got so frustrated
with it that they took it out on me. Uh, so because they were frustrated, they
couldn't take it out on the people upstairs because that would come back at ' em.
Uh, so they took it out on me. Now, what was the question again ?

WS: Basically, where did ...where did you see yourself in the context of the fight
between authority...

JR: I'm...l 'm a champion ofthe...ofpeople 's rights. I consider myselL .a champion.

WS: In 2005 , President Bush created the Obscenity Prosecution Task Force. How do
you feel about the creation of such an organization?

JR: I think it demeans the, uh, people of this country. I believe that, uh, that , uh,
it...it's telling people that your. ..your ...what's natural and...and part of nature is,
uh, the makes you...that there's something wrong with you because of it. I think it
hurts ...it's more damaging to society...it's damaging to society, that attitude. In
countries where they're way more open than here about sex, they have much ,
much less sex crime. In fact, they can te...you can go to countries, Italy,
Switzerland, uh, and other countries, Germany, and look at how open they are
sexually... and...and...and then put it on a graph and you' ll find the sex crime , the



high ...the more open they are , the less sex crime they have and then as the
openness goes down, the sex crime comes up. And do they cross each other to the
most...til you get to this country, which is the most repressive and we have the
most sex crime...so, it's...it's counter-productive. These laws are all counter
productive. And then they say there's something wrong and when I...when I raise
that issue , they say there 's something wrong with the people in those other
countries. [Laughs] Where there 's less sex crime. There's something wrong with
the places where there 's less sex crime. That 's nuts . It's just.. .it's justifying
without being rational.

WS: The Obscenity Prosecution Task Force actually a lot of the cases they prosecuted
have been against, uh, producers of pornography. Do you think pornography
should be considered just as equal a form of free speech as nude dancing should
be?

JR: Yeah, all speech. I don 't think there 's any speech that...that, uh, should be given
less credibility than any other speech. I'm a free speech advocate. Everybody
would say they are , but they 'd say, "But I don 't think this ," or "But, I don 't think
Westborough Baptist Church," or "But, I don 't think this ," well , you' re not a free
speech advocate unless you're a free speech advocate. You know, uh, there
should be no exceptions, unless there 's a, uh, you...know, now, there are
exceptions to free speech if you go to court and prove that.. .that certain things,
liable , slander, but those are well deL..delineated, uh, for good reason. And one
thing about the , uh, sexual speech, no one 's ever proved that it has any harm on
society whatsoever. In fact, when...when people say...1 remember Scalia one time
said , uh, "Where do you get this ...where do you get this [inaudible] ideal that you
can do as you please as long as you don 't hurt somebody else ," like, I always
thought that was the essence of freedom. And this was in a, uh, you know, this
was in a...a, uh, obscenity case where he said that. "Where do you get that idea
you can do as you please as long as"...'cause that's what I'm...1 would say. I can
do as I...as I please as long as I don 't hurt somebody else. To him, that's a
[inaudible] ideal , not part of American society. And that's nuts. That's the
essence of freedom being able to do what you want as long as you don 't hurt
somebody else. That's the essence of liberty.

WS: Do you still. ..do you still have any trouble with law enforcement, with regards to,
uh, Mons Venus or...

JR: Haven't had in eight years ...

[0:45:00.3]

WS: Eight years.

JR: ...nine years.



WS: Nine years.

JR: Nine years since I' ve had a problem. Uh, Grecko started to leave me alone
because it was...it was...I outsmart...like I said, I outsmarted him. I just...I
provoked Grecko. I provoked him and provoked him and he rated me and he
rated me and he rated me and...and they were charging us with, uh, six foot,
charging me with [inaudible] and all these , you know, just.. .and they...they
just...cases were piling up and so they thought they'd come offer me a deal that I
would talk to the dancers and get them to do a deal. [Laughs] They wanted to
take the 135 cases and I said, "Oh, no, no, no. We're gonna try ' em all. You
could ...I could see their eyes just [inaudible] wide and crazy. "What!" No, we're
gonna try 'em all. Now, you got a limited court system. You got people with
DUI's that are tried in a county court system. You've got some bad people that
are abusing their children, abusing their wives. Misdemeanor abuse , but you
ha...and this is all being tried in this county court system. Now, if...and these are
bad actors. People that really hard society and harm other people . The...what the
court system is built to do, the criminal court system. I said, "We' re gonna try
' em all." They can 't. You have a 90-day, urn, misdemeanor statute, you don 't try
somebody in 90 days the...the case is dismissed. Okay. So now on...to...try these
135 cases, they got to...they 're gonna have to...speedy tr...let all these other people
go on speedy trial violations because they can 't try 135 cases. [Laughs] They
make deals. S...I did that and they wanted to, "Well, we'll get back to you."
[Laughs] And, uh, they did. And they said, "What kind of deal can we make to
you?" And 1 said, "Well, I don 't want...dismiss all the charges. " They said, "We
can't do that." Said, "Here' s what I'll take. We'll plead no contest; you withhold
the adjudication, no fine, no probation, no court cost. Okay?" "Okay." Done.
Then he...then he stopped bothering me. I outsmarted.

WS: When you were forming your other businesses, did you ever encounter any type
of discrimination from the city, uh, based on who you are, your history ...

JR: Other businesses?

WS: Pizza...

JR: ...no, no, not anymore anyway. I've got the respect of the city ofthe city council.
They...see, I've...I've run for office in the city for over years and
we...and...and ...and I go out with these people that are running for city council and
eventually winning and getting o...and they hear me and talk to me. Now,
we're...we're as one people and they started to understand me and my mentality
and what kind of a person I am. So...and they know. I have my interest is their
interest and the city 's interest...mine may be different from them, but it's always
in the city 's interest. I'm for the city. I'm not against the city. So...and they
found that out, so now I'm...I'm pretty solid. But I guarantee you, some man will
get in...if some ...if some man gets in, uh, office because this is the nature of the
politician and he thinks that he's gonna get votes by picking on me...that's what



he'll do. Women are more honest that way...that way, seems to me. They won't
do that.

WS: I read an article that was fairly recent , urn, you were trying to open an art gaL.an
entertainment hall , uh...

JR: That's not recent.

WS: ...20080r. ..

JR: Where ...1 don't know. I'm not sure I know what you're talking about.

WS: Okay. Maybe not.

JR: Entertain...

WS: You wanted to make it an...an art gallery or entertainment hall and the city was
concerned that you would turn it into another adult club .

JR: Oh, I...I, you know, I don't remember that. I don't, yeah ...

WS: Okay.

JR: ...1 don't have a recollection, but 1...1 get along with the city pretty good. 1...1...1
can't thi...1 just got a wet zoning from 'em, so...and it's in their discretion to
refuse it.

WS: Urn-hum.

JR: And we have a brewery right here next door and it was in their discretion to refuse
tas...not the brewery, but the tasting room ...be...what you don't understand is if
I...if you meet the criteria in their...uh, in their laws, they have to give it to you.
They don't have a choice.

WS: Urn-hum.

JR: Legislatures are allowed to...to write the criteria that you meet and they can
change it anytime they want to. But once they write it and its in writing, they
can't say...if...if...iftwo people come in and they meet the criteria...

WS: Urn-hum.

JR: ...they can't say, "Yes, you can have it. No, you can't."

WS: Right.



JR: It...it...you have to be the same ...it has to be the same .

WS: Urn-hum.

JR: So, uh, uh, and they know I know that and I've won court cases , so usually
they...they're not...when...when it's not an adult busine ss, they're not gonna give
me a hard time.

WS: Do you still come under fire from religious groups?

JR: More so I fire at them than they fire at me. I think religion's the worse idea that
ever happened to hu, uh, mankind.

WS: Do street preachers ever. ..

JR: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah, they come ...let me tell you a funny story. This is really
funny. I got Catholics that come up to the Mons every third Sunday I think it is.
And they come out there with their rosaries and they 're men and, uh, there ' s like
five or six of ' em and they carry signs that porn hurts familie s and women and all
that stuff. And I go out and talk to ' em and for a while they wouldn't talk to me.
You know, and 1...1 like to tell them, well, what is, you know, ' cause I understand
religion. I understand people that go to religion. There's the good kind and the
bad kind. People that are very religious. Okay. The good ones I love. They
wouldn't hurt a fly. They love people and all that stuff. Then there 's the...the
people that go to religion, turn to religion to take care of some problem that they
have ... and...that they have inside of them. And, uh, you know, that 's how they
deal with the problem. They have...they have a tendency to do things . Might be a
child molester, could be, uh, beating people up. It could be stealing, 1...! don't,
you know, I don 't have any idea what their problems are but I'm sure there 's
some of all of ' em in there and they ...that's their way of dealing with that. They
use...use religion to deal with it.

JR: So I'm talking to the guy and we 're talking and he finally starts talking to me, the
leader, and he's saying his rosary ' cause every time I start talking to him, he'd
say, "Hail Mary , full Mother," they wouldn't talk. So I finally after , you know,
he got over that , we talked and he...I said, "I don 't, you know, I don 't...! don 't
understand, you know, because 1.. .and I don 't...! don 't, y...it 's hard to my
argument...it 's hard to sell a savior to somebody that doesn 't need saving," and
they'd say, "Well, everybody needs saving." And I'd say, "No, everybody
doesn't need saving. I don 't have...I don 't want to do anything bad to people. " "I
want to help people. That's my na...natural instinct is to help people ." "And I
don 't want to do anything bad to people. So I don 't understand this savior thing .
I don 't need saving. " And he...he would say, "Yeah, I know, Joe, you' re a good
person and ...and ...and but I, you know, 1...! need religion," and he'd tell me and
1...so 1...! said to him, I said, "So you have issues?" "Yeah." "What...what are



your issues?" He wouldn't tell me. I said, "Do all these other guys have issues
too that they have...they're using religion to deal with?" And he says, "Yeah." I
said, "Could one of them be a pedophile or two of 'em?" He said, "Yes." So
what the [inaudible] . These people out here picketing me and there could be a
pedophile among 'em. They're bad. They are genuinely bad people, use these
people. [Inaudible] using religion. And that...and...and...and they're...what
they're doing out there is getting pendants , penance or what do they call it?

WS: Penance.

JR: ...for their sins and everything. They 're...they 're...they're thinking God's gonna
like them more and over...and overlook their. ..what they...what their
tendencies ...what they really want to do because they're out there preaching what
God wants. And that's just amazing to me. That's freaking amazing . That 's
what's wrong with the world.

WS: So do you consider yourself at all to be a man of faith.

JR: No, I'm an atheist.

WS: Atheist.

JR: I'm a secular humanist.

WS: Secular humanist.

JR: I don't like to call myself an atheist because Hitler was an atheist , they say. I
don't...I...I think he wasn 't, but atheist can be good or bad. It's...the word
atheist...the...in the strictest definition , it doesn't say anything about being good or
bad. The word Christian doesn't say anything about being good or bad. Secular
humanist is the guy that doesn't believe in...in a supreme being, but he has the
interest of society and humanity at heart. So that's what I like to call myself a
secular humanist.

[0:54:14.8]

WS: How can differences of opinion, do you think...how can these issues be reconciled
between people, between people like the religious fanatics who are
outside...outside your club and people who support people like you? How
can...can these differences ever be reconciled or...

JR: No. They either have to accept this or...or they w...or
they...it's...nothing...nothings gonna happen. Nothing change ...nothing will
change. Unless they get in such a...a minority that, uh, or...when the sane people



get in...into office. When the sane people are in charge, like I told you before.
And it happens sometimes.

WS: Among the legal battles you have. i.that you've been involved in with the city of
Tampa, which is the most... which is the most memorable and why?

JR: They're all the same.

WS: All.

JR: Memor oo.inoo.in memorable w.i.wise, they're all the same. You know, I
remember back when I first started that things would ha...would happen and I
remember the six foot and I rernem.i .you know, what happened it' s.i.it' s all...to
me, there 's none mem.i.more memorable. They're all memorable.

[Coughs]

WS: To talk a little bit about running for office, when you were a younger man, did
you ever see yourself becoming a politician one day, running for public office?

JR: No.

WS : Not at all?

JR: No . Self-preservation.

WS: Urn.

JR: Self-preservation. I hear, you know, L .I hear people say small businesses; first
off they don 't know what a small business is. The y think a small business is.a
small business is not...small business is a.a, urn, business that the profits pass
through to the owners.i.uh, and the y pay taxes on it as income. That' s a small
business. Doesn 't matter how big the business is or how small the business is,
that's what it is, a business where the profits pass through to the owners and it' s
taxed as income. So when I hear that the ...L .this is just an example. And then
they say that, you know, urn, that , uh, if we tax the rich , it ' s gonna.i .it's gonna
decrease jobs and it' s gonna hurt the economy because then the rich aren 't gonna
hire people and all that stuff. That' s ridiculous. When you charge higher taxes
because you.i.a business doesn't pay taxes on anything but profits. If you don 't
make a profit, you don 't pay any taxes. Okay. A little bit of profit, little bit of
taxes. Large profit, large taxes . A. ..a...and the profits pass through to the owners.
When you pay a high taxes, your business becomes a tax shelter. You don 't want
to pay those high taxes. You take out enough to keep you in the lower bracket



where you don't...and you use the money and ...to expand your business to...for
capital improvements and all those things that are tax write-offs.

[0:57:12.7]

JR: So it's just the friggin opposite of what these people are saying. And so I run for
office so I can get up there and I want to be up there and I want to tell ' em, say ,
"Hey, this is all stupid what they're saying." You know. In fact, I got 1...I just
wrote something. I wrote this . I said and I'm...l'm gonna be speaking to, uh, uh,
South [inaudible] Chamber of Commerce and these people they ...they want the
m...they want their money right now and they don't want to pay higher taxes.
And I want to pay more taxes ' cause I want to...1 want my government to fix the
infrastructure to cr. ..create jobs. And I said , I think you would have to get more
money into the consumer's hand in order to buy your product. Tax the rich to
create jobs, it's reciprocal, you 're gonna get it back . Because they're gonna have
more money to spend and they're gonna come into your business and they 're
gonna spend it. So christ, give 'em some jobs. It's ridiculous. It's...they 're
greedy people that want the money now . They want to take all that money out of
their businesses, they're stashing it away. They're putting it into things they 're
getting...getting low taxes, they're putting the things that pay...that also they pay
low taxes on their returns from that, 15 percent for capital gains...where 35...35
percent for tax ...for, uh, for what YOU .. .your taxes on what you take out of the
business. Here, I wrote this. "I 'm tired of hearing people say , we raise ...if we
raise taxes on the rich people, it would hurt small businesses and the country's
economy. Most people don't know what small business is. They think a small...a
small business has nothing to do with"...1 haven't finished this yet..."with, uh,
with size.

Small business means businesses where profits pass through the business to the
owners and are taxed as income so no matter what size the business. When rich
people are taxed more on their income from the businesses, they leave more
money in their businesses and spend it on capital improvements and other things,
which creates jobs." If I pay ...if I pave my lot, if I, uh, improve...buy
equipment...it all goes ..."taxing the rich more creates jobs. Since when people
have jobs, they have more money to spend on the businesses products it take ...it
takes...it makes more money for the business. Also the tax can be spent on fixing
the infrastructure, which creates jobs, which makes more money to spend on the
products, which makes more money for the business. Plus, why don't the rich
want to help ...to help, uh, uh, the ...the unemployed?" It's just the right thing to
do.

JR: So, you know, uh, so I want...this is just an ex...that's just an example. I run for
office because I find many, many of the things that they're doing are counter
productive...



[1:00:01.0]

...to what they're...what they say their goals are in doing it. I think it does just the
opposite. And they spin it to fool the people. So it makes me angry...my natural
inclination is to fight...the only way for me to fight is run for office. Whether I
get it or not, it's the fight. And that's what I do it for.

WS: When did you first...first run for political office? I know now you're running for
the eighth...ninth ...

JR: Ninth time.

WS: ...ninth time.

JR: I don't remember when the first time was. In the '80s.

WS: That early?

JR: Yeah. It was in the' 80s.

WS: What motivated you to run for the very first time, uh...

JR: Self-protection.

WS: Self-protection.

JR: 1...1 ran because...to show...just to show 'em. A...a...a...and a way to fight. It's
trying...find new ways to fight the...the system.

[Coughs]

WS: When you ran for the first time , did you have any fears about running? Did you
believe your reputation might hurt your chances of election?

[Laughs]

JR: Yeah, I'm a atheist and I'm an adult business owner, right. Yo...you know,
1...yo...you might be able to overcome one or...one or the other, but it's really,
really hard to overcome both of 'em. It'd be quite a feat if I get elected, quite a
feat. It'd be quite a feat. I've got my don'ts. I had ...1 just had a politician call me
for my don'ts. I have what I call my don'ts. I'm using my left hand because I
understand if you...I'rn right handed, but if you use your...your left hand it...it
helps your brain ...yeah, yeah, so 1...everything I do is to...is...is to improve myself.
I'm a...I'rn a raw vegan , uh, I eat to improve my...everything [ do is to improve



myself. So if I find out that , uh, cha...a...amino acids and there ' s a new one, I
start using it. If I find out, you know, I just...it' s the way I am.

[Laughs]

JR: ~ I wouldn't be spending 48 million on a court house that's not needed. I would not
vote on the bill they haven 't had time to...they haven 't given me time to read.
They just indicted Senator Sampson and they...the...the grand jury wrote a...a
stinging report on the...the legislature, where the appropriation bill is not read but
by three people...

[I :03:10.7]

JR: ...the appropriation chairman, the leader of the senate and the leader of the house ,
they're the only ones . They put it together, they're the only ones that read it and
they ...then they vo...it's voted on. They don 't read it. How the hell can you
operate a [inaudible] state that the people that are in charge don 't know what the
hell they 're doing? I mean, it's just...that's ridi ...when I hear that , it...it infuriates
me and I want to do something and the only thing I can do is run for office. What
the hell else am I gonna do? I wouldn't be investing government pension mone y
in high-risk hedge funds . I wouldn't be giving Wellcare a smaller fine than the
amount they stole. No criminal charges were filed. They actually made money
on the deal , billions of dollars on the deal. I wouldn't be giving developers carte
blanche to pave over our wetlands and other environmentally sensitive areas.!
wouldn't be letting developers develop without paying for supporting
infrastructure. I wouldn 't be giving rich people a sales tax bra...break on their
next yacht or plane. I wouldn't be firing PSE commissioners because they
wouldn't let energy companies raise our rates. And I wouldn 't be telling every
woman in this state what is right for her reproductive system. Yeah. I got to add
to it. [Laughs] But anyway, that 's, uh, that 's why I run.

WS: when you were running for office, I'll ask you, what are some of the most
memorable moments you 've had from your campaigns?

JR: Oh, [inaudible] I don 't...nothing comes to mind .

[1:06:00.6]

WS: Nothing comes to mind?

JR: No.

WS: Giving a speech and everyone just sort of flared up.



JR: Well, L.you know, that, uh, the last one speech I gave was my...I...I...I wouldn'ts,
uh, everybody clapped between everyone of 'em and I'm the only one that got
that type of...that reception. And, uh, uh, that made me feel pretty good. That's
the most recent so that's the most memorable. Urn, yeah, I have, uh,...I...I...I just
remembered one. Brian Blair. You know who Brian Blair is? Brian Blair is an
idiot. Used to be...he's an idiot, a real idiot.

[Laughs]

JR: He used to be a...a...a wrestler. And he wrestled, uh, famous , uh, they ...he
wrestled with another guy as a tag team and they called themselves the
Killer. ..Killer Bees. They wear these real tight shorts that had yellow and black
stripes on 'em like bees. Like honeybees or bumble bees or whatever. ..I...anyway
[laughs] so he...he won on the county commission. He got all this money from
Ralph Hughes, the same one Jim Norman got his money from and, you know, you
hear about Jim Norman and his house up there . There 's...it's in the paper
everyday, $500 ,000 house and Hughes is dead now, but he bought the house for
his wife and...and Norman didn 't list it on his...on his...wh...his assets , on his...his
political sheet...where you put your, uh, financial status on, he didn 't do it. Now,
the court is gonna decide whether he can stay in the race or not. Anyway, the
same guy to give him 500, he got Brian Blair in office . And, uh, so, uh, Brian
Blair, we're at Wellswood and Brian Blair...as I walk in he's, "Joe," he's shaking
my hand and he says, "Can I ask you something man to man, not political, just
man to man?" I said, "Sure." And he says, ' Joe, what do I tell my child when he
drives down the street...down to Mons Venus and says, ' Daddy, what's that nude
mean...nude and why are the people nude, dancing nude ,' and all that stuff. I
looked at him, I said, "Brian, just forget it. Get away from me."[Laughs] I was
dumbfounded. So...and I thought about it a little bit and I had somebody with me
and they said, I wonder. ..wonder what his kids think when he was wrestling? So
then I got up, it was my tum to speak and I didn't even talk about the...the race. I
said, "Strange things happen," this is in front of everybody, I said, "A strange
thing happened to me when I just walked in here. Brian...Brian Blair," and I
related to them what Brian had said to me...and then I looked at Brian and I said,
"Brian,"...in front of everybody, I said, " Brian, what did you tell your children
when you were wrestling those other guys in those little shorts and rubbing
yourself all over ' em and when women were jumping in the ring and you
were...you, uh, you were pretending, of course . But you were hitting ' em in the
head with chairs and they were hitting you in the head with chairs and children
are allowed there , what did you tell your children about that?"

[1:09:01.0]

JR: He's an idiot.

[Laughs]



JR: You know? I mean , there was...you look at those rings, there ' s violence against
women in there , hitting...men hitting women with chairs and slapping ' em and all
kinds of...right to...to this day in wrestling. And this guy was part of that. And
then he's gonna question me? That's one of the most memorable I've ever had
right there .

WS: That's a great story.

JR: Yeah.

WS: Great story . All right. So just to finish this up, just some other personal
questions. In the documentary, Strip Club King, your wife described you as a part
your ex-wife described you as a part of Florida's history. Where do. you see
yourself in the context of Florida history?

JR: Urn, I'm not done.

[Laughs]

WS: Not done yet.

JR: No. I don 't know ifI 'm a part of Florida's history. I...that.. .

WS: I think you are, that's why...that 's why we're doing this interview.

JR: ...well, yeah, a lot of people do. I...I...I...don't...I don 't know. I don 't know, but I
think I could become a part of...a good part of Florida's history if I ever got in
office. I'm thinking people would understand that...'cause I have no...1 know
what's right, I know what's wrong and I have no desire to do anything that's
wrong and 1...1, and you know what, everybody else ...most people they recognize
crap when they smell it and see it and I recognize it when I hear it. So, uh, I...I'm
hard to pull the wool...it's hard to pull the wool over my eyes and I'm very
outspoken too. 1...1...1 will tell them when they do that...1 will in no uncertain
terms. In fact, Linda Salsina keeps telling...she's telling me one...at one function
she'll tell me, "You' re the most honest man I've ever met in my life. You are
honest." And you...and then she 'll tell me, "You' re the most [inaudible]." And
another functions, after I talk, she 'll say, "You' re the most principled man I ever,"
' cause she's talking about what I did out at Bell Shoals , I don 't know if you know
about that? It's on my website, uh, Bell Shoals is a Bap...Southern Baptist
Church. Their favorite thing is gays and, you know, degrading gays...abortion
and all that stuff. They 're just this as right-wing as you could possible go. Right
wing 's stupid. And I went out there and Judge , uh, Vaughn, uh, uh, something
Vaughn, whatever his name is, he had just ruled ...it's on my website . It's on my
YouTube site. Not YouTube site, my Facebook site. Anyway , I made a speech,
uh, I said, uh, " I want to thank ," I said a prayer for.i.for , uh, Vaughn Walker,



Judge Vaughn Walker, he 's the judge that ruled that in California the gays should
be able to get married. And I said a prayer for him and I said I want to pray for
Judge Vaughn Walker, uh, uh, that had the foresi ght or something...1 don 't know,
I'd said a big prayer for him...and, uh, and good prayer, that he had the foresight
and to thank...and thank God that he had...that God had the foresight to put
Vaughn Walker in there to make this monumental [laughs] a gay man, I said , had
a foresight to put a gay man in the federal judgeship so he could make this
monumental decision. They just went crazy. And after that she said ...1 have the
entire speech on there ...1 ha...um, urn, the ...you only get to talk for a minute so it
wasn 't very long. But, urn, and I said some other things too. I got a whole bunch
in that speech, what...that one minute. But, uh, she ...and after that she 'd come and
tell me say, you 're the...you 're the...and just all kinds of nice things they say
about me. Those are memorable.

WS: Reflecting upon your life, do you own any regrets? Is there anything you
would've done differently?

JR: Yeah, I would 've quit drinking a long...long before I...I...1 did. Uh, I would have
gotten into politics, uh, uh, I think , uh, I would have, uh, not much. Not much .
Now, I...1 like where I am. I like what I'm doin g. I'm happy with my life. Uh,
I...I...1 have no...1 really don 't have any regrets except that I...1 haven 't been able
to do more to to help society. That would be my only regret s. I...1 just
don 't...there's there 's I have regrets about some things I did that I'm ashamed of,
but I haven 't done any of that...it's been 25 years. I ain 't told a lie in 25 years.
Not a lie. I don 't...they'll never say...I'll never say to anybody even this small a
lie...tell ' em I'm not here." Someone calls, I don 't want to talk to you, tell ' em
I'm not here. I don 't...I...1 wouldn't even tell that kind of a lie or have anybody
else tell a lie. So, no, I...I'm...I 'm good.

WS: And, uh, as of now, what do you consider to be your greatest triumphs?

JR: Just being where I am.

WS: Being where you are.

[Laughs]

JR: Yes. That 's a good triumph.

WS: Absolutely.

JR: 'Cause I've had ...1 have weathered all kinds of adversity.

JR: I mean, they have done to...what they have done to me...

WS: Yeah.



JR: ...they've done worse to other people, but still it's re...what they've done to me
most...they've done worse to other people, but they...other people haven't
survived.

WS: Right, just surviving.

JR: What they done, I've survived. Yeah. It's the fight. I love the fight.

WS: Well, uh, thank you very much.

JR: You're so welcome.

WS: For talking to me today. I really appreciate it. That was an interview with Joe
Redner and this concludes our interview.

[End of Audio]

Duration: 75 minutes



Part 2 of Interview

JR: [Inaudible] did you ever get the one where I said I was gay?

WS: I read about that. I read about that.

JR: I...I , uh, Rhonda Storm, she passed a...a polic y that they used to take gay authors
out of the library...actually what it was, it was, uh, uh, it was displays that the
university students would do for credit.. .and they would go to the foyer of the
library and they would put different things and I'm a first amendment advocate, of
course, I'm a whole constitutional advocate, not just first amendment. ..but I know
if you ...if you ...if you take out one ...one ...one speech, separate it from the
rest...that's content discrimination. You can 't do that. That's just the government
saying this speech is okay and this isn 't...it 's just...you can 't do that. It's just
fo...it just...there is no freedom of speech [inaudible]. Yeah. So I went to the gay
community and I said , " I' ll give you the first $5,000 , go hire a lawyer and fight
these things." So they came back to me and, uh, they said, "Well, we...we hired a
lawyer. We started to hire a lawyer, it was Rochelle Reebok. And she said we
didn 't have a case ." "So we 're not gonna file a lawsuit." I said , "Nuts." So I
came back her. ..and I started writing and I wrote my own lawsuit. Well , I'm not
gay so I [inaudible] me in there that I was gay. I thought I could slip it by. And
then the city filed ...the county filed a motion to dismiss sayin g that I didn 't say I
was gay. I didn 't have a standing. A white man can 't sue for discrimination for a
black man. [Laughs] You understand...you have to be black to sue for
discrimination. So if I'm not gay, I can 't sue for discrimination against gay
people. So I...I before...before he had to chance to rule on the motion to dismiss, I
amended my lawsuit to say that I was gay. And I sent it in. Because the ...how 's
anybody gonna know? [Inaudible] I said I'd never been with a man, but I'm still
gay, I may want to sometime. So anyway, I sued and I got the policy changed. I
got it changed. And I sued. And I had to say I was gay. And my family was
really...they didn't want me to do that...they really , really...I was like, guys , I got
to do this.

WS: It's what's right.

JR: Yeah. But the people that countered it didn 't believe it anyway. And I couldn 't
prove it so anyway I got the policy changed. It can 't be used against speech
anymore and it can 't be used against, uh, against gay people anymore. So...

WS: Well , I think that's one of your greatest triumphs. That is...

JR: ...it was a hell of a triumph.

WS: ...absolutely.



JR: Yeah. And I did it myself. I didn't have a lawyer either. I did it myself. I wrote
it myself. I filed it myself. I mediated it myself and, uh, we did a stipulation and
it...and that took care of that case . Anyway. I thought I'd tell you that one.

[En'!,of Audio]

Duration: 6 minutes


