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sAtLtNG 
J 1lllpiier fu the Keys9 1891 

Edited with Introduction by Barbara A. Poleo 

F loridians who experienced the turmoil of Recon
struction could hardly imagine the events and op

portunities for capitalists and adventurers that followed 
over the next fifty years. Those with vision, and money, 
lent their talents, dreams and fortunes to recreating 
Florida. James Edmundson Ingraham arrived in the 
1870s and died in the mid 1920s. His life spanned a 
time of great change for Florida and indeed his dedica
tion and drive shaped the course ofFlorida history. Few 
contemporaries of Hamilton Disston ultimately saw the 
results of Everglades drainage and the Boom years of 
the 1920s. To follow the life and accomplishments of 
Ingraham is to witness the maturing of Florida from 
near bankrupt frontier to a destination of the rich, the 
famous, the infamous and the industrious. 

James Edmundson Ingraham made numerous 
explorations of unsettled Florida in the nineteenth cen
tury, including his well-documented 1892 trek across 
the Everglades from Fort Myers to Miami, but the ac
count which follows is more personal and records a rou
tine business trip down the east coast of Florida
probably one of many undertaken with the blessings 
ofhis associates. From his arrival in Florida until their 
deaths, Ingraham collaborated with the 'state build
ers,' Henry Shelton Sanford, Henry Bradley Plant, and 
Henry Morrison Flagler. 

Born in Dartford, Wisconsin, on November 18, 1850, 
Ingraham completed his education at Racine College 
in Racine, Wisconsin. The 1870 census records him 
living in St. Louis, Missouri with his father, John 
Phillips Thurston Ingraham, an Episcopalian minister, 
his mother, Cornelia Root Ingraham, his siblings and 
his maternal grandfather Elizear Root and his wife. 
Ingraham married Maria Elizabeth Baker in June 1872 
at St. Louis, Missouri. 

By the mid 1870s Ingraham had settled in Sanford, 
Florida in the employ of Henry Shelton Sanford. Build
ing on the clerical skills acquired in St. Louis, Ingraham 
spent the next decade perfecting his business acumen. 
As general agent for Henry Sanford, he purchased and 

sold land, collected debts, administered retail busi
nesses, supervised employees, oversaw orange groves 
and actively participated in court cases. In other words 
Ingraham developed expertise and a fine-tuned, hands
on knowledge of not only business , but, more impor
tantly, the kaleidoscope of commercial enterprises that 
were converging in Florida. 

The growth of Sanford initially depended on water 
transportation, but the recognition of the development 
potential of central Florida led to the construction of 
railroads. Ingraham focused his efforts on the emerg
ing land and railroad interests, particularly between 
Sanford and Tampa. In 1879 he became president of 
the South Florida Railroad and later formed an asso
ciation with Henry Bradley Plant. By the time Henry 
Sanford died on May 1, 1891, Ingraham had already 
acquired a vast knowledge of the mid-section of penin
sular Florida and, like others, had begun investigating 
the opportunities of the lower peninsula. 

In May of the year that this diary was written, the 
Florida legislature passed a joint resolution calling for 
the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement 
Fund to set aside a portion ofthe swamp and overflowed 
lands to the Seminole Indians of south Florida. The 
land was to be conveyed to three trustees appointed by 
Governor Fleming. During the summer of 1891, James 
Edmundson Ingraham, together with F. A. Hendry and 
Garibaldi Niles, became the first trustees. 

Although some pages ofthejournal for this trip are 
missing, the reader catches glimpses of the writer's per
sonality and realizes that James Ingraham must have 
chronicled hundreds of days in similar fashion , for this 
journal is the product of habit and exhibits the mind of 
an experienced diarist. Step back in time to late nine
teenth century Florida, before railroads, before roads, 
when water provided the only practical solution to 
reaching pioneer settlements along the south Florida 
coast. 

Annotations and explanatory notes are printed in 
italics. 



James E. Ingraham, as he appeared at the 
turn of the twentieth century, about the 
time he served as President of the Model 
Land Company. 

Map of Florida in 1891, the year Ingraham 
recorded his observations of a trip down 
the state's lower east coast (courtesy of 
Florida Photographic Archives). 

... ••• ~· to .... .,. ""-
~~':.....':....---

Summer/Fall2001- 3 

·---· 

Ingraham launched his trip to south Florida from St. 
Augustine, seen here in an 1891 photograph (courtesy of 
Florida Photographic Archives). 

Page from Ingraham's original 
handwritten diary of his 1891 adventure 
(courtesy of P.K. Yonge Library of Florida 
History). 
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Large 
jewfish 

caught at 
Jupiter Inlet, 

ca.1900 
(courtesy of 

Florida 
Photographic 

- " -.:,. ., .. 

Unidentified steamboat in the Jupiter Narrows, ca. 
1900 (courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives). 

Archives). L...;:=&i\ill:l8 

Saturday, June 20, [18]91 11 
A.M. Had a visit from the Captain of 
the yacht Leader. His boat is an
chored just outside the bar. He re
ports the water very shoal and says 
the bar is filling up, a report corrobo
rated by the boatmen here. If we do 
not get out today, may have to return 
via Jupiter Narrows, as the sand flys 
have nearly driven us crazy. This is 
a contingency which must be avoided. 
We are all anxious to see the Beach 
to Westward of us. 

12 M [midday] Rowed to the PO 
[post office] and met on the dock an 
old acquaintance named Mattherson 
who was Purser on the Dictator when 
I first came south 20 years ago. Our 
efficient cabin boy has also discov
ered a friend aboard the steamer ly
ing at the wharf & has decided to 
sever his connection with the 
Suawanee. Alas! Our last hope of a 
profitable negotiation with the Semi
noles is at an end. 4 p.m. Crossed 
the bar at Jupiter Inlet under bare 
poles. 3ft. of water only on the bar, 
which we shore over, no sea on. 
Stand down the coast with light N.E. 
wind which gradually hauled to SW. 
King offering to do the cooking he has 
been released from any day watch, 
taking the wheel at night from 6 to 8 
& from 4 to 6. Capt. Myers & myself 
taking alternate 4 hour watches for 
the balance of the time. 

3 P.M. Caught & passed Yacht 
Leader. Wind SW very light. This 
item, out of time sequence, is as noted 

in Ingraham's diary. 
10 P.M. No wind. Came to an

chor Lake Worth Inlet just abeam of 
us 

12:30 A.M. June 21st Made sail 
with wind from N.W. A most beauti
ful meteor showed a few minutes ago. 
It looked as thick as a man's arm & 
grew wider and narrowed as it 
passed through some clouds to SW. 
Sunday Morning are now running 
down the beach with fine breeze to 
northward. Yacht Leader far astern 
of us. 

1 P.M. Passed several sharks, 
& a Devil Fish today, are now an
chored abreast of a pretty little Co
coanut Grove stated on Chart to be 
30 miles south of Jupiter. This co
coanut grove was most likely located 
at Hypoluxo. All our wind left us 

The Dictator was built by 
Thomas Stark in Brooklyn, 
New York in 1863. A side
wheeled paddle steamer, it was 
bought by Captain Louis 
Mitchell Coxetter after the 
Civil War and made the 
Charleston, South Carolina to 
Palatka, Florida run. It burned 
on the Hillsborough River in 
December 1884 (courtesy of 
Florida Photographic Archives). 

about an hour ago. Have had a troll 
over all morning, but so far "nary a 
bite". 6 P.M. A little breeze sprung 
up from N.E. about 2 o'clock & we 
made sail, but only accomplished 
about 2 miles when we lowered sail 
& came to anchor. Heavy squall to 
south'ard which however passed to 
Westward of us-sea very smooth all 
day. Three Turtle crawls being in 
sight on the beach, King & myself 
took the two dingies & landed, This 
time without an upset. Found one 
Turtle nest empty. Lake Worth pio
neer, Charles Pierce noted in his 
m emoir that May, June and July 
were "turtle season," the time when 
sea turtles nested. The season peaked 
during the month of June. Pioneers 
used turtle eggs in cakes and bread 
and boiled them. Because the white 



of a turtle egg did not harden, the eggs 
were never fried. Turtle season also 
rewarded the pioneers with bear 
meat. On moonlit nights a pioneer 
could "sit for bear" in the grass along 
the beach and wait for a bear to come 
sniffing for turtle eggs. In one case 
the Robber was evidently a Bear, as 
his tracks were still fresh-Several 
Tarpon jumped up within sight of 
the boat during the day. Large 
sharks continue to show up hourly. 
The water is beautifully clear, small 
shells can be seen distinctly in two 
fathoms of water-Tried to get King 
to throw a dime over to see if we could 
distinguish it at the bottom, an offer 
which for some reason he declined. 8 
P.M. Made sail about 7 o'clock and 
are now slowly laying up the Beach 
with light S.W. wind. Have just 
passed first House of Refuge south 
of Lake Worth. Located at Delray, 
this was the Orange Grove House of 
Refuge. What a nice quiet life the 
keeper of one of these Houses must 
have. I understand there has not 
been a shipwrecked sailor on the Fla 
coast in five years. Monday, June 
22d 8 A.M. Sailed all night and 
probably made 15 miles. Are now 
passing mouth of Hillsborough River, 
a most deserted looking country. 
This is the River where the Biscayne 
Bay Mail Carrier is supposed to have 
been eaten by a shark while attempt
ing to swim across. We passed the 
Mail Carrier (not the one the shark 
breakfasted on) yesterday. He was 
walking toward Lake Worth about 
five miles an hour. Mattheson told 
me at Jupiter that the Mail Carrier 
charged $5.00 for the privillege 

Turtles and 
their eggs 
provided 
early settlers 
with food and 
a source of 
income 
(courtesy of 
Florida 
Photographic 
Archives). 

[Ingraham's spelling] of walking to 
or from "Bears Cut" [Inlet between 
Virginia Key and Key Biscayne on 
Biscayne Bay]. It seems he owns the 
boats on the two Rivers which have 
to be crossed. This accounts for the 
premium on pedestrianism. An ar
ticle in the Tropical Sun, dated May 
13, 1891, identifies the "barefoot mail
man" as Henry John Burkhardt. 
Born in Philadelphia on June 26, 
1862, he walked one hundred twenty 
miles weekly along the beach, carry
ing the mail from Hypoluxo to Miami. 
Burkhardt began his trek from 
Hypoluxo on Monday morning and 
returned there Saturday night. Al
though he narrowly escaped drown
ing and attacks by wild animals, he 
was never hurt and could boast that 
he never missed a trip. Burkhardt 
acquired a homestead at Miami af
ter coming to Florida in 1886 or 1887, 
where he grew tomatoes and pine
apples. He later owned forty-three 
acres of which he was very proud a 
mile and a half up the Hillsboro 
River, "a finely wooded hammock 
with rivulets and many natural beau
ties to recommend it." His contract 
to carry the mail expired the end of 
June 1891. Burkhardt went on to 
beco m e the mayor of West Palm 
Beach. He died in San Diego about 
1940. We are now sailing over a per
fect Garden which can be seen most 
distinctly in the beautifully clear 
water, which seems almost like air. 
We can see all sorts of plants of 
nearly every color, with Fan Coral & 
Rock Coral of various sizes. In and 
out ofthese fairy grottos & paths can 
be seen any number of curious fish , 
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some perfectly blue, others a Golden 
Yellow with two black stripes around 
the neck, Angel fish we saw in abun
dance and a long slim fish which are 
called "Barracouters" were also very 
plentiful. No sharks were visible in 
this fish Paradise though we con
stantly see them on the surface ofthe 
water. 4 P.M. Wind S.E. and very 
light, New River Inlet about a mile 
up the beach. We passed another 
House of Refuge about an hour ago, 
[Fort Lauderdale House of Refuge] 5 
P.M. Strong Current running to 
North'ard. Unable to stem the tide 
with the light air now blowing so 
come to anchor, owing to the Coral 
Rock bottom we have now to buoy the 
upper fluke of the anchor in case it 
should foul. Taking advantage ofthe 
stop the Captain & Cook have rowed 
ashore in the "F.D." in search of 
"Turtle Fruit."-6 P.M. Still at an
chor King and Jno [John] returned 
after an unsuccessful hunt. They 
found 23 nests in the space of a mile, 
but all have been opened. Have come 
to the conclusion the Natives suck 
eggs-A large four masted steamship 
going north showed up in the 
Gulfstream about an hour ago, but 
is now out of sight. 9 P.M. Light 
wind from S.E. make sail and get 
underway- 9:30 Breeze freshened 
rapidly since we started, have taken 
in Gaff topsail, a nasty choppy sea 
getting up, are now passing North 
Entrance to New River, from which 
opening much to our disgust the mos
quitos come about us in swarms. It 
appears that due to adverse winds it 
took a long time to sail a short dis
tance and that they were forced to 
anchor. 

10 p.m. Wind all gone, are now 
drifting by South Channel to New 
River- The "South Channel" was at 
this time the main inlet and shifted 
at various times during the nine
teenth century between today 's Dania 
Beach and Sheridan Street. The 
"North Entrance" was the "Indian 
Haulover" at Fort Lauderdale which 
in 1899 was dredged and became the 
main inlet. 10:30 Breeze at last from 
NW. Not strong, but enough to take 
us out of this Mosquito Nest. 

June 23, 8 A.M. House of Ref
uge in sight about a mile ahead (Bis-
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cayne Bay House of Refuge). This 
means that we are now 10 miles from 
Bears Cut where we enter Biscayne 
Bay. No wind- Breakfast atAnchor-
8:30 get underway with a two knot 
breeze - 10 A.M. King & myself 
landed on the beach & at last found 
a valuable Turtle Nest. We got 84 
eggs.- 11 A.M. "Norris Cut" has just 
given us our first glimpse of Biscayne 
Bay. We do not enter here however, 
the Channel being bad - Wind from 
East blowing steadily - Cape Fla 
Light directly ahead of us, 5 miles off. 
Fowey Rocks Light, which marks the 
extreme eastern point ofthe Fla Reef, 
looms up like a little cloud to Wind
ward. Nicknamed the "Eye of Mi
ami," the Fowey Rocks Lighthouse 
was first lighted in June 1878. A 
painting and a model of the Fowey 
Rocks Lighthouse, featured at the 
1893 World Columbian Exhibition, 
proved to be a popular exhibit. 1 
P.M. are now crossing the bar into 
the long looked for Bay. We are leav
ing the Sea Buoy well to sea, & tak
ing a short cut over the shoals, John 
straddling the crosstrees to pick out 
the best water 

7 P.M. Found a fearful tide at 
the inside bar, which though going 
through the water 5 knots an hour 
we could barely make anything. Co
coanut Grove is 5 miles across the 
Bay, in front of which place we came 
to anchor about 3:30. Landed with 
the Dingies and called on Mr. Pea
cock the Post Master (who also keeps 
the Hotel) for our mail. Charles Pea
cock and his wife, Isabella, were born 
in England and came to Miami in 
1875. By 1882 they settled in Coco
nut Grove with their children, 
Charles, Jr., Alfred, and Harry. The 
family ran the Peacock Inn, remem
bered by John Sewell in Miami Mem
oirs, as being a hotel with a fine 
reputation, as well as a general store 
and a boat business. Charles was a 
notary public, justice of the peace and 
at the time of this diary served as post
master. Was disappointed, no mail 
for any of us- It seems the [illegible] 
and pouch comes via Key West & the 
schedule having changed the last 
boat missed connection. The P.M. 
looks for the mail boat tonight, which 
we hope will bring us news from 

home. We find that there is a pretty 
good supply of Lumber here, though 
Peacock may buy ours at a small 
profit. Two young men have applied 
for passage back when we go. We are 
somewhat diffident as to what charge 
to make, but if it is worth $5.00 to 
walk 90 miles with the Mail Carrier, 
the pleasure of sailing in the 
Suawanee where conversation & 
cooking are both so good ought to be 
worth about $3,000.00 

This Bay is magnificent standing 
on the shore at Cocoanut Grove & 
looking to East & North East, about 
5 miles off one can see Key Biscayne 
& Virginia Key, but to the North, 
South and South East the line of ho
rizon is unbroken. The water is per
fectly clear. The bottom in front of 
this place being "Coral Sand." While 
the shore is not so commanding as 

Fowey Rocks Lighthouse 
(artwork by Paul Bradley). 

The Pine Needle Club or Junior 
Housekeepers Club, organized in 
Miami in 1891 by Mary Barr 
Munroe, performing their 
"broom drill." The club did 
handwork and organized an 
exchange library (courtesy of 
Historical Museum of Southern 
Florida). 

that oflnd[ian] River, still its pretty 
enough. All sorts of tropical fruit 
seem to thrive here. The cocoanut 
tree has to my thinking the handsom
est foilage of all and looks so cool & 
fresh. 10 P.M. Mter a swim all turn 
in to a concert by the mosquitos. 

June 24th, 9 A.M. Had a visit 
from Mr. Aubery this morning and 
sold him 455 Ft. of Lumber for 
$10.83. Aubery is Ingraham's spell
ing in the diary. During the 1890s 
there were Alburys living on Biscayne 
Bay, including Captain William J. 
Albury and his wife Charlotte. Capt. 
Albury sailed the Key West to Miami 
'run' and bought land along Biscayne 
Bay. John F. Albury was another 
Conch who homesteaded on Biscayne 
Bay. An average of nearly $24.00 per 
M. Peacock offered us $18.00 for the 
lot but we declined. Learning from 



Fort Dallas on the 
north bank of the 

Miami River, 1890. 
The former 

barracks buildings 
from this Seminole 
War post are on the 

left, and the stone 
officers' quarters 

on the right. 
(courtesy of 

Florida 
Photographic 

Archives). 

Mr. Aubery that there is some de
mand for Lumber at "Lemon City" (9 
miles north of this) will sail there & 
try our luck. We caught a glimpse of 
the social side of this city yesterday 
when the "Pine Needle Club" of 
which Mrs. Kirk Munroe is Presi
dent, assembled at Peacock's house. 
The members were all "sporting 
chickens" & a good many looked as 
though they had the "pip." Mary Barr 
Munroe, born in Glasgow, Scotland 
in 1852, was the daughter of author, 
Amelia Barr. In 1883 she married 
Kirk Munroe, the author of numer
ous books, including adventure books 
for boys. Mary was a community ac
tivist. An early supporter of the efforts 
to save the Everglades, she was one 
of the founders of the Housekeeper's 
Club, of which the Pine Needles was 
the junior equivalent for young 
women. She published an early ac
count of life in Coconut Graue in the 
Miami Metropolis. Together, Kirk 
and Mary Barr Munroe established 
their home in Coconut Graue as a lit
erary and social center. 12 M On 

Seminole Indians on 
the lower east coast in 
the early 1890s. 

our way up the Bay. Mail boat not 
yet arrived. Will stop at Cocoanut 
Grove on our way back. 1 P.M. 
Brickells store at the mouth of Mi
ami River just abreast of us, will stop 
there and talk Lumber, also see ifhe 
has any Limes for sale. 3 P.M. Vis
ited Brickell place which is very pret
tily situated on the West shore ofthe 
Bay and South Bank of the River. 
Sold a Mr. Morse 100ft 2 x 4 Lum
ber@ 22.00 $2.34. FrederickS. Morse 
was born in Boston in 1859 and pio
neered on Biscayne Bay in 1884. A 
realtor and associate of the land de
partment of the Florida East Coast 
Railway, Morse became one of the 
original incorporators of the City of 
Miami and served as president of the 
first city council. He died in 1920. 
Brickell offered us 20.00 per M for 
all our cargo but we declined. While 
at Brickell's saw our first Seminoles, 
several Squaws, half dozen little boys 
& girles, a baby or two & "Big 
Tommy." They are about the best 
looking specimens of "Red Man" that 
I've seen being much stronger look-
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ing than the Western do. Their ca
noes are rather a curiosity too, being 
a dug out bluff bow & stern on deck, 
but sharp on the water line. They 
use a very long light pole and some 
have a sail with ordinary gaff and 
boom. The squaws seem to handle 
the boats as well as the men. The 
children are really very pretty, but 
shy. Speaking of shyness reminds me 
that we have seen the much talked 
of Brickwell daughters, also the old 
lady. They are "Huckleberry's" the 
whole outfit. The Mama must weigh 
a ton & the girls could not any of 
them go through the city gates. 
Ingraham clearly spells this name 
Brickwell in his diary. This descrip
tion definitely does not fit the Brickell 
women. Therefore, this reference is 
obviously to female members of a 
Brickwell family. Am now disposed 
to believe that the one whom Pacetti 
said never could be seen, can't get out 
the front door. J. M. Hawks writes 
about B.C. Pacetti in The East Coast 
of Florida, A Descriptive Narrative, 
published in 1887. B.C. Pacetti 
owned land and a boarding house at 
Ponce's Park on the east side of the 
Halifax River about a mile north of 
the inlet and the Ponce Lighthouse, 
just north of New Smyrna Beach. As 
a fisherman, Pacetti was known to be 
without equal on the east Florida 
coast. 3:30 P.M. Make sail and 
started out for Lemon City. Arrived 
there about 6 o'clock. Sold to a Mr. 
Harrington 300 Ft. Ceiling @25.00 
pr. M. Mter supper King & myself 
walked to the house of a Mr. Pierce 
who we understood wanted Lumber. 
Lewis W. Pierce was born in Mara
thon, Florida in 1842. His parents 
were Bahamians and he spent his 
youth in Key West, working in the 
sponge industry. Pierce eventually 
owned three boats and a dry goods 
store in Key West. In 1884 he pur
chased land in the area of Lemon City 
and moved there following the loss of 
his store in the 1886 Key West fire. 
Found that the Gentleman had re
tired so we had our long hot walk 
among the Mosquitos for nothing. 
On arrival at the Suawanee find that 
the watch on deck has turned in, an 
example we mean to follow at once. 

Thursday 251h Two weeks ago 
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View of the ocean from the Deering estate at Cutler, 
early twentieth century (courtesy of Florida 
Photographic Archives). 

today we left St. Aug. & ought by now 
to be pointed back, but must first sell 
our Lumber and then go to the keys 
& load with Pines [pineapples]. Quite 
a procession of Indians in their Ca
noes have just passed us on their way 
to Snake Creek. "Big Tommy" brings 
up the rear all alone in his canoe 
standing as straight as an arrow in 
the stern. It seems the Indians have 
had a big "Corn Dance" up the Mi
ami River, and are just now return
ing to their homes. All the people 
here speak well ofthe Seminoles say
ing they are both honest & industri
ous. The store keeper at Lemon City 
says he sold Big Tommy's Squaw a 
few days since the finest Sewing 
Machine made in Chicago - a lot of 
Indians camped on the bank abreast 

of us last night, using their Canoe 
sails for tents . 12M Sold balance of 
our Ceiling to Mr. Moffatt at 23.00 
per M. There seems no further de
mand for Lumber here so we make 
sail for Cocoanut Grove with a fair 
wind N.E. 12:30 The Key West Mail 
boat has just passed us, hope we will 
find our letters soon. 2 P.M. Cocoa
nut Grove again. One letter for John, 
but none for King or myself. J's let
t er was from St. Aug. & dated 15th. 
Suppose it is the fault of the Mail 
service that I have not heard from 
home but am much disappointed just 
the same. 2:30P.M. Got underway 
for Cutler's about ten miles South of 
us where we hope to get rid of the 
balance of our Lumber. When we will 
go to Key Lago [Ingraham's spelling] 

A year later James Edmundson Ingraham organized and led an expedition 
across the Everglades from Fort Myers to Miami. Ingraham collected data rela
tive to the feasibility of drainage and, although Henry Plant declined to partici
pate, Henry Morrison Flagler, like Ingraham, grasped the potential for the 
development of the southeast coast of Florida. Formally joining the Flagler orga
nization in October 1892, Ingraham combined his first-hand knowledge of Florida 
terrain from his early efforts in Florida, his transportation expertise from the 
South Florida Railroad years, the observations of this 1891 voyage, and probably 
many more journeys throughout unsettled Florida, with the resources of Flagler 
and the Florida East Coast Railway. [Even Mrs. Ingraham had travelled from 
Kissimmee to Lake Okeechobee in a small steamboat in 1890. Her brief account is 
in the Ingraham Collection at P.K. Yonge Library, University of Florida.] This 
association would shape the course of south Florida growth and development for 
the next three decades. 

Whether sailing down the coast, traversing the Everglades, or surveying the 
route of a railroad, James Edmundson Ingraham brought reality to visions and 
dreams. By the time of his death in October 1924, he had witnessed the transfor
mation of southeast Florida from wilderness to "boom" and had left his indelible 
imprint on Florida. 

and take on a cargo of Pines or Slips, 
we do not yet know which. The culti
vation of pineapples along the south
east coast of Florida, and in the Keys, 
provided a living for many pioneers 
during the last decades of the nine
teenth century. The Yearbook of the 
United States Department of Agri
culture 1895 provides an account of 
the "Development of the Pineapple 
Industry in Florida." Grown princi
pally in the center of the state in the 
early years of cultivation in Florida 
following their introduction about 
1860, by the last decades of the cen
tury most of the pineapple fields were 
south of Fort Pierce. 

The schooner Lillie from Key 
West, loaded with pineapples, ca. 
1880s or 1890s. Ingraham's 
reference to picking up a load of 
pineapples or slips at Key Largo 
alludes to the importance of the 
pineapple trade to south 
Florida's economy (courtesy of 
Florida Photographic Archives). 

A special note. 
The Broward County Historical 
Commission thanks the P. K. 
Yonge Library of Florida His
tory at the U ni versi ty of 
Florida, Gainesville for permis
sion to reprint the pages from 
the diary, which is part of the 
Ingraham Collection. Special 
thanks are extended to Dr . 
James Cusick, Associate Uni
versity Librarian, for his assis
tance. 
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GEORGE E. JOHNSTON DIARY 

1917-1919 
Annotations by Rodney E. Dillon, Jr. 

A small, black-covered diary in the Broward County Historical Commission archives contains the daily 
observations of George E. Johnston on three winter trips from his home in New Paltz, New York to Fort Lauder
dale in 1917, 1918 and 1918-1919. Born in New York in September 1852, Johnston married Isabella Ackert
"Belle" in the diary-in 1875. They became the parents of five children, four of whom, Stephen, Elizabeth, 
Charles and Cora, survived to adulthood and accompanied or joined their parents in Fort Lauderdale in the 
late 1910s. A pharmacist by profession, George Johnston became a successful businessman in New Paltz. The 
1910 census lists him as owning a garage, and his interest in automobiles is evident from the entries in his 
diary, although by 1920 he is again listed as a druggist. 

According to his obituary, Johnston first began spending winters in Fort Lauderdale in 1912. Here he 
joined a small colony of families from New Paltz and adjacent areas of the Hudson River Valley, several of 
whom are mentioned in the diary. As the diary elaborates, the Johnstons built a home on the south bank of the 
New River in 1918. Here they continued to spend their winters, and here George E. Johnston died on January 
14, 1926. 

Johnston's diary captures a unique view of World War !-era Fort Lauderdale and Broward County, a 
community in transition between the small-town, agricultural settlement of previous years and the bustling 
center of tourism and real estate speculation which would characterize the "boom" of the coming decade. In 
addition, it provides eyewitness glimpses of other Florida locations and of the adventure of long distance travel 
on primitive roads near the beginning of the "automobile era." While the scenes described here provide a 
dramatic contrast to today's massive population and superhighways, it is also interesting to reflect on the 
difference between George Johnston's Broward County and that described by James Ingraham in the previous 
article, only twenty-six years earlier. Spelling and punctuation are as they appear in the original diary. 

Mon., Jan. 15, 1917-Left home 
7:30 am. Cold, raw day. Took off 
chains Owo[?] Mills. Roads nice from 
there to Newark for lunch 12m. con
tinental. Left 1 PM began to snow & 
snowed all way to Phila. Roads good 
except Rahway & Metuchen got very 
skiddy before we reached Phil 5:30. 
Stopped Hotel Walton. 

Tues., J a n. 16, 1917-Cloudy, 
24 o. Left Philla 9:30 am. Cold, raw, 
ran with chains on to Baltimore 5:30. 
Had tire down, changed tire & ran 
on to Washington, arrived 6:30P.M. 
Stopped at Continental. Had Turkey 

1917 
Dinner 8 PM. Snow about lf2 way 
from Baltimore toW ashington on the 
roads which were very fine. 

Wed., Jan. 17, 1917-Clear, 20°. 
Washington, Breakfast 8 am. Put in 
another tube, started out, went to 
AAA, said road to Fredericksburg im
passable. Came back to Hotel & Mrs. 
A.E.J. went to bed & called Doctor. 1 

He said she had grip . Steve, Bess & 
Abe went about town & we stayed at 
Hotel.2 Cold & rain. Think we will 
ship cars Friday from Baltimore to 
Jax. 

Thurs ., Jan. 18, 1917-Clear, 

cold & Raw, 24°. In Washington all 
day. Mrs. J. some better. Took a ride 
around city & engaged passage for 
autos from Baltimore to Jax on Boat, 
retired 9 PM. 

Fri., Jan. 19, 1917-Clear, 26°. 
S.S. Merrimack. Arose 8 am. Break
fast, 9. Packed up & left for Balti
more 10:30 am. Arrived 1 PM. Got 
cars ready. Cole weighed 3550-0ver
land 3500.3 Had our lunch in wait
ing room & went on Boat 4 PM. Bess, 
Steve & Bell took train.4 Boat left 8 
PM, retired 11 PM. 

Sat. , Jan. 20, 1917-Clear & 
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AAA map from the early 1920s, showing automobile routes from the 
north to Florida. 

warmer, 24°. Arose 8 am, had good 
night sleep. Breakfast 9 am, nice 
crowd on boat. Roomed with man 
from New Jersey, Ford agent. Wa
ter calm up to 8 PM. 

Sun., Jan. 21, 1917-Got up 8 
am, breakfast 9, sun shone, nice, 
warm. Turkey Dinner 1 PM. 
Lounged about boat all day until 5 
PM off Charleston. Put on light flan
nels, clean shirt & changed suit am. 

Mon., Jan. 22, 1917-60°. Ar
rived here 4 am.5 Awoke 7:30, Break-

fast. Rough trip during the night. 
Started out to see the town, show
ered, came back until PM. Went out 
1:30PM, had 50 mile trip out to zoo 
& places of interest. Ret'd 5:30P.M., 
round trip 1.50. Met man with Paige 
from N.Y.C., fun 2 weeks on road, 
had miserable trip, was going to ship 
home in the spring. 

Tues., Jan. 23, 1917-Arrived in 
J ax 6 am, went to Hotel Albert. Folks 
weren't around yet. Out to restau
rant for breakfast. 8 of us, Mr. & Mrs. 

Bennett in the lot got our cars & had 
lunch etc. 6 Left Heavy coats & Blan
kets at Hotel Albert until our return 
in the Spring. Left Jax 2 PM, arrived 
in St. Augustine about 5 PM. 
Stopped at Hotel Bennett very good 
place & reasonable. 

Wed., Jan. 24, 1917-Left St. Au
gustine 10 am, ran to Ormond, saw 
K. VanDerlyn [?] & Wood. Down the 
beach to Deltona over bad & good 
road to Deland over brick road to 
Lake Helen, saw Wm H. Atkins & 
back to Deland for Dinner & stay at 
Putnam Inn. 

Thurs., Jan. 25, 1917-Left 
Deland 8:30 am. Mr. & Mrs. Atkins 
was in to see us off. Ran back to 
Da[y]tona & down to titusville for 
lunch. Bad sand road North titusville 
& making shell road South. Waited 
on road until they spread shell to get 
past. Arrived Melbourn[e] 5:30 PM, 
Hotel Carlton. 

Fri., Jan. 26, 1917-Left 
Melbourn 8:30, arrived Stuart Ferry 
11:30, wait Vz hr. for Ferry man, went 
to breakfast, had fan belt fixed & 
lunch at Stuart & left there 2 PM. 
Long detour through woods & 5 m. 
through sand rock roads very rough 
in Palm Beach Co., except 10 miles 
from Palm Beach. Stopped at Hotel 
Palms, Rooms & Dinner Fair. 

Sat., Jan. 27, 1917-Left Palm 
Beach 9:30, road good, ran down 
Beach road to delray, arrived Ft. 
Lauderdale 12 m . Had Lunch 
Agee's. 7 Mr. & Mrs. A. E. J. & Mr. & 
Mrs. Bennett went on to Miami. We 
went to Harpers after supper, went 
to movies. 8 

Sun., Jan. 28, 1917-Arose 7 
a.m., had Breakfast, call on Deyos9-

1 tooth in gear broken. Took Mr. & 
Mrs. Harper to Miami. Had lunch 
at Boston Lunch, went to Musa Isle 
and Alapata. 10 Bought 2 qts. Straw
berries. Ret'd 5 pm. Did not go to 
the Beach. 

Mon., Jan. 29, 1917-Arose 7 
am. House hunting. Rented house 
on Andrews Ave. of Ausherman. 11 

Moved boxes, etc. from riverside & 
went back to Harper's at night. 12 

House belongs to Mr. Cromartie. 13 

He is to put in sink and glass in Back 
Door. House not furnished. 

Tues., Jan. 30, 1917-Arose 6:30 



The Berryhill house on Andrews Avenue, which George Johnston 
rented from C. C. Ausherman. In 1920 this house became the Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce building. Could the people in this 
1917 photo be members of the Johnston family? 
(Photo courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

am, came down town. Bought bed 
table & put house aside some. Mr. & 
Mrs. A.E.J. came up from Miami & 
went with us to Harpers for dinner. 
Steve & Bess stayed at house & put 
things aside. Fire alarm & we come 
down & brot our things along. Steve 
& Bess took Harper home & brot rest 
things down, had supper in new 
House. 

Wed., Jan. 31, 1917-Arose 7 am. 
Breakfast. Went for Harpers, then 
to Miami. Meet Jansens & Bennetts 
Went for lunch then to the Beach, 
ret'd 5:30, had fine trip. Storage for 
car in Broward Co. Garage 5.90 per 
month. 14 Oiled streets riverside. 

Thurs., Feb. 1, 1917-Arose 7 
am. Breakfast 8 am. Home all day. 
Mr. & Mrs. A.E .J. called 4 to 5 pm, 
talked about coming to Lauderdale 

& Board at Harpers. Car was not out 
of garage today, had Tire vulc good 
job.15 Had fish for supper. 

Fri., Feb., 2, 1917-Rain early 
am, grew colder & had both stoves 
going in dining room & could not keep 
warm yet--did not have car out. Grew 
colder every hour. 

Sat., Feb. 3, 1917-24 above, 
froze, ice-Home all day A.E.J. & wife 
& Bennetts came up from Miami 
looking for Boarding places. A.E.J. 
& wife found board at Harpers & Mr. 
& Mrs. Bennett across river. 16 Put 
up stove in kitchen, had fire all day 
& put kerosene Heater in front rooms 
to make warm by bed time. Froze 
everything in sight. 17 

Sun., Feb. 4, 1917-Arose 9 am, 
warmer, went to Harpers for dinner 
& remained until4:30 P.M.Then road 

The Broward County Garage on Brickell Avenue and 
North New River Drive, where Johnston stored his car. 
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around city until 5 PM, home for sup
per & set in kitchen in evening, had 
little fire in stove, much warmer. 

Mon., Feb. 5, 1918-Warmer 
than yesterday. Home until 2 PM. 
Went to new Bridge into Beach then 
to Carsonville and around city until 
4 PM. 18 A.E.J. and Mrs. Came up 
from Miami & went to Harpers. Mary 
Freer came down from Rutledge on 
train 10 PM & Steve & Bess went 
with A.E.J. to Harpers & brot car to 
garage. 19 

Tues, Feb. 6, 1917-Frost & ice, 
27°. Frost again last night & froze 
most of what was left Saturday & 
Sunday night. Fire in Kraft's Home 
across river. 20 Little damage. Mr. & 
Mrs. A.E.J. down a.m. 

Wed., Feb. 7, 1917-Warmer. 
Steve went with A.E.J. to Harpers to 
fix clu[t]ch on his car. Bess & I went 
with Bennetts to Orange Grove & got 
some fruit then went to Harpers af
ter Steve & Bell & Dinner was ready 
& we had to stay there for Dinner. 
In PM took Mr. & Mrs. H. & Mrs. 
A.E.J. to Deerfield, ret'd about 4 PM, 
went to talking Pictures in evening. 21 

Thurs., Feb. 8, 1917-Home all 
day. Bess not feeling well. 

Fri., Feb. 9, 1917-Put in new 
gear in differential & greased car all 
round. Ran it out & took Mr. Deyo 
Home 5 PM. 

Sat., Feb. 10, 1917-Cool. Took 
Deyos to Miami, dinner Boston 
Lunch. Went south from Miami in 
PM, arrived home 5:30 PM, had nice 
trip and good day. 

Sun., Feb. 11, 1917-Had Head
ache, did not get up for Breakfast. 
Had dinner at Dixie lunch & went to 
Beach in PM. 22 Called on J.E .H., 
ret'd 5 PM, supper home.23 Mr. & 
Mrs. A.E.J. called in evening to 9 PM. 
Steve & Bess went with them to bring 
car back to garage. 

Mon., Feb. 12, 1917-Home most 
of the day. J.E .H. called morning. 
Bess went with Jansens to Miami, 
they took Mary Freer down to go to 
Havana in PM, they ret'd 6 PM. Mrs. 
Harper called in PM & Steve took her 
home. I took Mr. Deyo home in PM, 
he had been working at the Beach all 
day. Painted door on back stoop in 
PM. 

Tues., Feb. 13, 1917-72°. 
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Stephen L. Johnston (left) and A. L. F. and Agnes Deyo 
(both photos courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

Threatening rain. A.E.J. down most 
am. Lift bridge got stuck up 15 min. 
about noon, about doz . Cars on each 
side waiting. Nice Breeze in P.M. 
Took ride to new Bridge with A.E.J. 
his Cole 8. 24 

Wed., Feb. 14, 1917-70°. Nice 
& warm, light showers . Home & 
around the town all day, went to riv
erside & out to south of the river in 
PM looking around saw load celery 
coming in to town from Riverside . 
A.E.J. had Ladies to Smith House in 
PM to womens meeting.25 Took short 
ride with A.E.J. in Cole. Took Deyo 
to Bridge, could not get cross draw, 
he returned. 

Thurs., Feb. 15, 1917- 72° Fine, 
clear & warm. Went after fruit am, 
up canal pm, left 1 pm & ret'd 5 pm, 
had 18 on board, saw 3 gators . Fine 
trip, went on top store in Davie & 
could see all over lower glades .26 

Fri., Feb. 16, 1917-Clear & 
warm. Home all day. Bell & I went 
to riverside. She went calling & (I] 
stayed at Deyos until B. came back. 

Sat., Feb. 17, 1917-64°. Home 
in am. Went to Miami in PM, saw 
aireoplane at high altitude. Mr. & 
Mrs. Harper went with us & Steve & 
Bess with A.E.J. & Mrs. Went to 9:30 
PM train to meet W. H. & Mrs. 

Atkins , they came nit[?]27 

Sun., Feb. 18, 1917-Clear, 
warm, arose 8:30. Bath. Put on short 
sleve shirt & thin grey suit. A.E.J. 
downtown after car . Had Lunch 
Dixie & went to train 1 PM to meet 
Atkins & he did not arrive. Went out 
with Mr. & Mrs. Brobeck up north 
west Colahatchee on new rock road. 28 

Bess & Steve out with Mr. & Mrs. 
A.E.J. to Dania Beach etc. 

Mon., Feb. 19, 1917-Fine, 72°. 
Arose 8 am. Breakfast Home am. 
Went to Miami . Took Mr. & Mrs . 
A.E.J. along to see Birth of a Nation, 
h ad supper in Miami & took in the 
Band concert, ret'd home 9:30 PM. 
Met 10:30 train for Mr . & Mrs . 
Atkins . 

Tues., Feb. 20, 1917- Home in 
am, went to Pompano Beach with Mr. 
& Mrs. A.E.J. and A.L.F. Deyo , 
walked up Beach about half way to 
the Hillsborough [sic .] lighthouse, 
ret'd 5:30. 29 Mr. & Mrs. A.E.J. was 
down in the evening & we met late 
train again to see the Atkins'. Al
lure started out with party for the 
Beach, broke rudder & had to be 
towed in. 30 Same party was up to 
Pompano in PM. 

Wed., Feb. 21, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Home all day. Mr. & Mrs. 

A.E.J. were down in the P.M. & we 
had ice cream cake & orange ade on 
the Porch. A party brot in a large 
shark 10 lf2 ft. long. I helped pull him 
on the dock. The everglades legisla
tive party arrived 5 PM & had Din
ner at Gilbert & remained here for 
the night. 31 

Thurs, Feb. 22, 1917-Clear, 
warm, had headache all the am & 
part the PM. Bess & Steve went to 
Miami with Mr. & Mrs. A.E .J . in the 
PM. 

Fri., Feb. 23, 1917-Went to auc
tion sale of lots H to I, did not buy 
any. Bess & Steve went to Miami 
with the Jansens. Abe fined 5. [dol
lars] at Bu(e]na Vista for fast Driv
ing. 

Sat., Feb. 24, 1917-Steve fixed 
Clark's car.32 I went after Mrs. A.E .J. 
She spent the day here. Abe went 
fishing & ret'd 3 PM & we cleaned 
the fish & had them for supper. 

Sun., Feb. 25, 1917-Clear , 
warm. Arose 8:30 am, breakfast, 
went to harpers for Dinner. Mr & 
Mrs . Bennett, Mr. & Mrs. Deyo 
called. Left there 5 PM, drove to 
Beach, saw aeroplane going north 
5:30 PM, supper 6:30 PM. 

Mon., Feb. 26, 1917-Clear & 



warm. Arose 7 am, fine morning. 
A.E.J. & Mrs.left for north 8:30am. 33 

Waited on dock from 11 to 1 to see 
Henry Ford, John Burroughs & they 
did not arrive.34 Some of the party 
came & took Dick's Boat up the ca
nal.35 We went to Agees for lunch. 
Went to Deyos in PM & took them to 
new Bridge & home later. 

Tues., Feb. 27, 1917-Arose 7:30 
am. 10 am took Deyos to Miami to 
see the Fair. Not as large as last 
year, then went to west Miami & 
Musa Isle & home up the north road 
through the woods & saw 3 Dairy 
Farms. Returned home 5:30. Rev. 
Zobriska called & smoked in the 
evening.36 

Wed., Feb. 28, 1917-Home all 
day. Mr. Harper, Mr. Deyo, Mr. & 
Mrs. Hamlin, Miss Cushing called in 
the PM. 37 Went to movies, The little 
girl next door.38 Had Telegram of 
Aunt Kate's Death. 

Thurs., March 1, 1917-Home in 
a.m. Went after Fruit to Dania Grove 
in PM. Paid March rent to 
A[u)sherman. Florida Blossoms gave 
concert on dock in the evening. 39 

Went walking & got caught in 
shower. 

Fri., March 2, 1917-Clear & 
fine, quite warm last night. Had ap
pointment with tax assessor & col
lector & paid taxes.40 Mrs. Lawrence 
wanted one of us to drive her car to 
Miami.41 Steve didn't feel well & I 
had an appointment & could not go. 

Sat., March 3, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Took Mr. & Mrs. Brobeck to 
Miami, Musa Isle & around the west 
side of city & back through Alapata. 
Ret'd 5:30 PM. Put car in garage & 
Mr. & Mrs. Deyo was downtown & 
Steve took them home. 

Sun., March 4, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Arose 8 PM, took bath, Break
fast 9 am. Went to Presbyterian 
Church, Mr . Callahan preached.42 

Took Mrs. Deyo & Lizzie home after 
church, went out riding to the beach 
in PM and picked up Mrs. Gillispie 
& her 4 children & gave them a ride 
to Colahatchee. 43 After supper went 
to Dania, moonlight ride, ret'd 8:30 
pm. 

Mon., March 5, 1917-Steve 
cleaned tank. Mr. & Mrs. Harper 
spent most ofthe day with us. Played 
Dominoes in the evening. 

Tues., March 6, 1917-Cloudy & 
cool, had fire in stove. 

Wed., March 7, 1917-Indian 
Sun Dance, cloudy. Went to Palm 
Beach, Mr. & Mrs. Harper along. 
Took our lunch along . Indian Sun 
Dance & athletic sports on Beach. 
Shower at 2 PM spoiled the fun & we 
left 3 PM, arrived home 5 PM in the 
rain & it rained most of the night. 
Went to movies (The Crisis), Abe Lin
coln & Judge Whipple, Frank Brice 
& the South at the breaking out of 
the Civil War. 44 

Thurs., March 8, 1917-Clear, 
70 am. Had fine shower in the night. 

View of Brickell Avenue in downtown Fort Lauderdale, ca. 1919. The 
Gilbert Hotel is the large building just right of center. 
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Home am. Home all day, had Phone 
from Mrs. Lawrence but she did not 
answer when I went to phone. 
Hamlin told me she wanted me to 
teach her to run the car. 

Fri., March 9, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Home in am. Went to Dania 
Beach in PM, took Mr. & Mrs. 
Zabrisky & Mrs. Bennett along. Had 
Mr. & Mrs. Bennett for fish supper 
& played Dominoes in the evening to 
10 pm. Garage got 6 Maxwell cars 
in, came in a Double Deck car. 

Sat., March 10, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Mrs. Lawrence called me on 
phone to give some man there lesson 
on auto. Told her to get Hamlin to 
show him as we were going away. 
Went to Miami in PM, ret'd 6 pm, 
went out tonight, ham & eggs for sup
per. 

Sun., March 11, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Went to church in the morn
ing, In the PM went to Riverside to 
take Buns out riding & could find no 
one. 45 We went to Fulford & there 
went 5 miles through a Barren coun
try. 

Mon., March, 12, 1917-Clear, 
82°. Home all day. Mr. & Mrs. Deyo 
down in the afternoon & we took 
them home. Bess & Steve went to 
movies & we waited until 8 PM for 
Harpers to come down, then road 
about town. Fire at Beach burned 
down Pump House. 46 R.R. strike 
threatened & lot Tourist leaving. 47 

Tues., March 13, 1917 [al
though the notation is on a page 
headed with this date, Johnston has 
scratched out the "13" and written 
"14" above, indicating that this en
try is probably for Wed., March 14. 
The page for the 14th is blank)-Went 
to Miss Lawrence & brott her car 
down to garage to have connecting 
rods tightened & then took Mrs. Deyo 
& Lizzie & Mrs. Brobeck home in the 
am & around town etc all PM. 

Thurs., March 15, 1917-Mrs. 
Harper down to spend the day. Mr. 
Harper gone to Delray. Lot Tourist 
going north R.R. strike starts them 
north. Mr. & Mrs. Harper down & 
saw trick Bicycle rider on Brickell 
Ave. then we took ride to Dania & 
ret'd home. Played Dominos until 
10:30 PM. 

Fri., March 16, 1917-Clear, 70 
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Jacob Frederick Bunn, attorney, 
first Broward County judge and 
a friend of the Johnstons. 

to 80. Clear & warm. Went to Mi
ami, had lunch Boston & then went 
to view Deering's Place. 4 8 Saw 
Hydroplans & visited Dock & drove 
in a number of streets on Cocoanut 
Grove & Biscayne bay on our return 
home. 

Sat., March 17, 1917-Clear, 
warm. Mr. Harper had car to bring 
Mrs. Harper to the Doctors and I took 
Mr. Deyo home to dinner. Mr. & Mrs. 

The Riverside subdivision, where the Johnstons frequently visi1 
and where they rented when they returned to Fort Lauderdale 
January 1918 (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 

Harper here to lunch. Called on Mr. 
& Mrs. Bennett & took them to Da
nia 9:30. Mrs. Clark & Pru & Aunt 
called after movies . Steve & Bess 
went to movies. 

Sun., March 18, 1917-Clear, 70 
to 80. Arose 7, had special del. Let
ter from Cora.49 Steve went to Riv
erside & brot down the Deyos & we 
went to Beach & called on the 
Hasbroucks , then to Harpers for din-

ner. 50 Took Harpers to Beach in 
PM & ret'd 5 PM. Home in 
evening. 

Mon., March 19, 1917-Cl€ 
58°. Rose 7:30. Breakfast. Quite< 
is 75 at 12 M. north wind. C< 
menced to pack up & having 
washed & spring fixed & stear 
gear looked over. Finished 4 P 
Took Mr. & Mrs. Deyo & Lizzie ho 
Mr. & Mrs. Harper , Mr. & 1'1. 

Joseph and Ida Hasbrouck (left) and their impressive home on Fort Lauderdale beach 
(both photos courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 



Steele, Mr. & Mrs. Bennett called & 
spent the evening until 10:30 PM. 5 1 

Tues., March 20, 1917-Clear, 
60°. Left Lauderdale 80°. 52 Arose 6 
am. Breakfast, finished packing & 
took things back to Deyos. Harpers 
and Steels stored our boxes in Alex
anders out house, had Ford truck to 
take items up. Mr. & Mrs. Harper 
was down to help us pack up & we 
all had lunch at the Dixie. Paid elec. 
Lt. Bill & Garage bill etc. Left Lau
derdale 1 PM, came via Beach Drive, 
Palm Beach 3 PM, Stewart [Stuart] 
5:30 P .M. 2 short Detours & some 
rough road north Palm Beach, rest 
good. 82 miles. 

Wed., March 21, 1917-Steve 
paid bill Stuart. Left Stuart 8 am, 1/z 
hour getting cars Ferry, drove to Co
coa for lunch 90 miles, 12:30 PM.53 

Steve drove PM arrived Mims 3:30, 
cross state for Orlando, but roads so 
bad & 2 or 3 detours that we headed 
for Sanford & arrived there 6 PM, 
roads from Stuart to Mims good only 
a few rough places. 143 miles today, 

Thurs., Jan. 10, 1918-Left 
home 12:30, drove to Pokeepsie. Dan 
ran his car & took his mother. Cora 
and I took 1:39 train for N .Y. , arrived 
3:45, went to Penn. RR. , then to Her
ald Square, had supper & went to 
Hippodrome & ret'd 11 PM. 

Fri., Jan. 11, 1918-Cold. Took 
8:08 train for Washington, arrived 
there about 2 PM, had lunch, took 
taxy around city for 1 hr, left 7:15. 
Snowing. 

Sat., Jan. 12, 1918-Savannah. 
Rain most of the night. Arrived in 
Savannah 3 PM. 2 hours late, went 
to Hicks Hotel, then to Ocean Steam
ship Co. & got car. Clock had been 
stolen. Put car in garage for the 
night, to[o] cold to see the city. Went 
to movies , ret'd 11 P .M. & went to 
bed. 

Sun., Jan. 13, 1918-Cold, 14°. 
Arose 7 am. Had breakfast. Went 
out & found it so cold concluded to 
stay over. Had lunch 2 PM., went 
walking for an hour through parks. 

stopped Titusville for gas & oil. 
Thurs., March 22, 1917-Left 

Sanford, Hotel Empire 8 am, had 8 
m. detour, straw road & rest brick to 
Orlando 26 m . Got rooms St . 
Charles, called on Tollman & Chas. 
Lefever & stayed to Hotel until after 
lunch 1 PM. Took Mr. Tollman & 
Lefever out west & north for ride 
about 50 miles Oakland & Lake 
Apopka & returned 5 PM & road 
around city. Went to movies in 
evening. 

Fri., March 23, 1917-Left Or
lando, Hotel St. Charles, very fine 
place, 9 am. Ran to Sanford 24 miles , 
7 m . detour, had oil can filled, ran on 
to Deland 44 m. , part brick shell and 
brick, then to Da[y]tona 36 m., 26 
brick, 10 poor shell. Called on Drakes 
and waited 2 hours for P.O. to open. 
Got letter from Cora, left 4 PM, ran 
up Beach to Ormond, roads from 
Ormond full holes until Brick 13 
miles below Bunnell, ran to St. Au
gustine, all Brick 7 PM, 73 m[iles] . 

1918 

A lot of churches, Banks & trust cos . 
In city. 36° at 4 P.M. 

Mon., Jan.14, 1918-36°. Arose 
7 am, had Breakfast. Went after car 
& started 9:30 am. Had Lunch at 
Darian, took 1 V2 hours waiting & 
crossing on flat car. Arrived at White 
Oak 5:30 & stopped with Mrs . Baker. 
Ran 115 miles. Roads good few ruts 
through the swamps but all dry. 
Retired 9 PM. 

Tues., Jan. 15, 1918-White 
Oak, Ga., 40°. Left White Oak 8 am 
& was an hour getting across Ferry 
at Satello river, so we made only 5 
miles the p t Hour. Roads through 
swamp very rutty, got in Jax 2:00. 
Had lunch at Childs. Left there 3 PM 
& arrived in St. Augustine 5 PM. 
Went to Rooming House called 
Poughkeepsie ran by man McEntyre 
from Pok [Poughkeepsie] . Cora & 
Dan went to movies . 97 miles today. 

Wed., Jan. 16, 1918-St. Augus
tine, Rain. Left here 8 am. All brick 
to 7 mile below Bonnell [sic] then 8 

Summer/Fall2001 -15 

Sat., March 24, 1917-Left St. 
Augustine 10:30 after viewing city & 
Fountain ofYouth. 18 miles Brick, 5 
m . rock & rest Brick, 37 miles . Got 
reservations for car on Clyde line 
Sunday 10 am, then got Tickets on 
Seabo[a]rd for Monday 9:10 am. 
Rec'd lot mail & saw 2 men from 
Poughkeepsie named Sweet.54 Went 
to movies. 

Sun., March 25, 1917-Around 
Jax all day. Rained most all am. 
Went to 2 movies in the evening. 

Mon., March 26, 1917-Left J ax 
9:10am. Old man had some section 
conductor put us in & gave him his 
sitting back & he went to another car. 

Tues., March 27, 1917-Was in 
Richmond at 6 am when I woke up & 
arrived in N.Y.C. 3 PM. Missed the 
3:30 train on N .Y.C., got the 4:03 & 
caught Ferry & Trolly, arrived home 
8:30 PM. Left Steve & Bess in N.Y. 
to bring car home tomorrow. All 
home except Van, Bess & children, 
they at Pearl river.55 

mile sand, rest fair to Ormond. Tide 
to[o] high so came down road, which 
was Brick to below Da[y]tona, con
crete through New Smyrna, rest shell 
to Titusville . Rained all way from 
Datona & roads full water. Arrived 
here 3:30 pm at Dixie, had stove in 
room. Dan & Cora went to movies. 
112 miles . 

Thurs., Jan. 17, 1918-
Titusville. Left here about 9:30 in 
the rain, ran to Sebastian for Lunch 
12 m, left 12:30, ran to Stuart, had 
to wait about 1 hour, 2 cars ahead & 
left 4 to cross behind us. 56 Arrived 
in Palm Beach 5 PM. Put up at 
Palms, fine room, roads all good ex
cept 5 m. each side Vero. Rained all 
the way. Rain 155 miles. 

Fri., Jan. 18, 1918-Palm Beach. 
Left here 9 am & arrived in Lauder
dale 11:30 am, ran down the Beach 
road to Delray, then the mane [sic.] 
road. Rained part the way, roads 
good. Had Lunch at Agees & went 
House Hunting, finally rented 



l. 
' 
I 

16 - Broward Legacy 

Harper's for $30 per month. Dan & 
Cora went to movies. 

Sat., Jan. 19, 1918-Ft. Lauder
dale. Arrived here 11 am. Had lunch 
at Agees, went around saw the folks 
& House Hunting, looked at several 
places & finally decided to take 
Harper's at ie[?] month to get posses
sion Monday. Went to Palm & got 2 
rooms, 1.50 day each. Took our meals 
at Agees. Had gear shift repaired on 
car. 

Sun., Jan. 20, 1918-56°. Rose 
7 am, nice & warm. Breakfast Agees. 
Bell had Headache & could not go out 
either Dinner in PM. She was bet
ter so we moved up to Harpers & had 
to wait an hour or so for his boarders 
to get out. Dan & Cora took the out
side room where Stephen slept. Fix 
bearing on Left front wheel. 

The Dixie Highway entering Fort Lauderdale from the north, ca. 1919. 

Mon., Jan. 21, 1918-60°. Rose 
7 am, nice & warm, got our goods 
from Alexanders and unpacked them. 
Went to town, no mail in PM. Went 
to Dodge's Grove after Grape Fruit 
& oranges. Mrs. Phil DB & Gertrude 
& Mrs. Deyo called & Mr. & Mrs. P. 
H. DuBois from Miami also called. 57 

Tues., Jan. 22, 1918-60°. Went 
with Jo Deyo clamming in the am, 
rt'd 12 m., had about a Peck, had 
some for supper, went to town in PM, 
bought some fishing tackle, caught 3 
catfish off the dock in front of the 
House. Brot row Boat from Stevens. 58 

Wed., Jan. 23, 1918 - 50-70°. 
Went down town 2 times in am, saw 
Colburn's Minstrals Parade. Brot 

Mrs. Brobeck back with us. Went to 
town in P.M., brot Mr. & Mrs. Deyo 
up. Dotherty Deyo has the measles. 
Going to Colburns Minstrals in the 
school House this P.M.59 Ralph & 
Mrs . Went to Miami with Miss 
Lawrence. 60 

Thurs., Jan. 24, 1918-Went to 
Miami, sawS. J. Kelder, Mr. & Mrs. 
A. P. Lefever at Halcyon, Phil DB on 
the street, ret's 5 PM. 61 Went to 
Lodge 1'1 Degree. 

Fri., Jan. 25, 1918-70°. Home 
in am. Went to lot in PM to stake 
out House & Garage. Ralph left on 
4:05 train. 

Sat., Jan. 26, 1918-60-80°. 
Home in am, cleaning up yard, 
House, etc. Went to Davie in P.M. 
Took Mrs. Deyo along. Mr. & Mrs. 
A. P. Lefever & Mr. & Mrs. P.H. DB 
called & left their cards. Went to 

The Palms rooming house on Andrews Avenue, where the Johnstons 
and several of their friends stayed at various times. 

Band concert in the evening. Cora & 
Dan went to movies. 

Sun., Jan. 27, 1918-60-80°. 
Home all day except Down town af
ter mail. Mrs. J. not very well , But 
cold is better. Cora & Dan went out 
for a ride in PM. 

Mon., Jan. 28, 1918-60-80°. 
Clear & warm am. Went Down town 
& over to Wallace to look at chick
ens. 62 Could not get over canal. 
Bought 4 hens of old man next door, 
fixed up Hen coop & put them in. 

Tues., Jan. 29, 1918-72°. Clear 
& warm. Went down town, pay town 
& county taxes. Went to Dania Beach 
PM. Home rest of the day. 

Wed., Jan. 30, 1918-Clear & 
warm. Down town in am. Had car 
greased in dif & trans . Went to 
Colahatchee & to Beach etc. in P .M. 
Bought 4 more Hens in evening. 

Thurs., Jan. 31, 1918-Went to 
Miami, Cocoanut Grove, Musa Isle 
Aviation School, ret'd home 5:30PM. 

Fri., Feb. 1, 1918-To town in 
morning, home all PM, evening to 
movies. Went up river with Jo Deyo 
as far as bridge over North Canal. 

Sat., Feb. 2, 1918-To town 
morning, strawberry shortcake for 
Dinner. Band concert in the evening. 

Sun., Feb. 3, 1918-Home in am. 
Chicken dinner. To Miami in PM. 
Deering estate, Beach, etc. Heavy 
shower coming home, 10 gal. gas. 

Mon., Feb. 4, 1918-64-60°. 
Cloudy & cool, went after Mrs. DB & 
Gertrude & had them for Dinner. 
Strawberry Shortcake. Went down
town with Mrs. Deyo, running Ford. 
Olson brot in plans ofHouse.63 Dan 
& Cora to Movies. 



Tues., Feb. 5, 1918- 50-70°. 
Went to Beach to take package to 
Mrs. DuBois in am. Got some Fire
wood in PM. Drew it in with car then 
sawed it up. Had nice fire in evening. 
Dan & Cora went to movies. Mrs. 
Steele called & spent the PM. 

Wed., Feb. 6, 1918-60°. Steele 
came in & we looked at House Plans 
then & went to town. Dan went fish 
ing 2 PM & we went to town & looked 
at Deutemiller's House on our way 
back.64 Saw Mr. & Mrs . JoE., & Mrs. 
DB & Gertrude. Paid garage bill for 
last mo. 10.34. 8 gal. gas. 

Thurs. , Feb. 7, 1918-60-70°. 
Rain early in the morning & most of 
the am, went to the beach , etc., in the 
morning. Washed & polished car in 
PM. Mrs . Deyo come over & later we 
went to town. Movies in the evening. 
Planted beans. 

Fri., F eb. 8, 1918-70-90°. Clear 
& fine , went to town & Beach & 
looked at some more Houses, ret'd 11 
am for lunch. 

Sat., F e b. 9 , 1918-70-8 0 °. 
Showers . Went to Royal Palm Park, 
12 miles below Florida City, roads all 
fine except 6 miles on lower end. 65 

149 miles. Ret'd 6 PM. Had supper 
home. Mr. & Mrs . P.H. DB & Mr. & 
Mrs. A. P . L.F. called & left their 
card. 66 5 gal. gas, V2 gal. oil. 

Sun., F eb. 10, 1918-70°. 90 in 
the sun 8 am. Rose 8 am, went down 
town, got mail & went to Presbyte
rian church in Rex TheaterY In PM 
went to Davie. Took Mr. Deyo along, 
saw some fine corn raised there, also 
strawberries, etc.68 

Mon. , F e b . 11 , 1918-70-80°. 
Clear & Fine. Women washed. Dan 
& I went to town. Saw boy with lot 
king fish. Ford Tractor. Letter from 
Chas. Walker & Mrs. Harper . Jo 
Deyo gave us some oysters & man 
brot in some. Dan opened them & 
had them for supper. 11 V2 gal. gas, 
186 miles, 7 eggs. 69 

Tu es., F eb. 12, 1918-Clear & 
fine . Went to town etc. in am. Dan 
& Cora went rowing & to town in PM. 
To movies after supper. I had H.A. 
[?]most all day. Saw man with 100 
king fish caught out by the inlet. 3 
eggs . 

Wed., Feb. 13, 1918-Clear & 
fine. Went to town am. Walked to 
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View of Wall Street, Fort Lauderdale, in the 1910s. The Rex Theater, 
where the Johnstons went to the movies-and to church-is on the 
left. 

town PM. Folks come after me. Fish 
ing party came in 300 lbs. King fish, 
89 of them, caugh t them on reef by 
inlet. Called at Deyos evening. Dan 
& Cora went to movies. 

Thurs., Feb. 14, 1918-Clear & 
Fine. Went to town am & to Alapata 
& Miami in PM. Had letter from 
Anna & Stephen, 5 eggs. 

IN G FISH....,._....__..___. 
REELAND, CAPT. 
T HOTEL BROWARD. 

Fri., Feb. 15, 1918-Clear & 
Fair. Went town morning, got mail, 
letter from Steve & J esse. 70 Bot pr. 
white sh oes , Dan pack ed pu m p . 
Went Beach 4 PM, saw Mrs. DB & 
G., ret'd supper. Band concert before 
lecture 7:30 PM. 7 1 11 eggs. 

Sat., F eb. 16, 1918- Left 9 am for 
Palm Beach , went up Beach Road & 

Fishing scene at the docks on North New River Drive, ca.1920. Signs 
for the Broward Garage and the Dixie Cafeteria, mentioned frequently 
by Johnston, can be seen in the background of this photo. The Dixie 
moved to this location from their earlier site at Andrews Avenue and 
Las Olas Boulevard. 
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back Lake Worth. Went after Mrs. 
Dbois to Beach & brot her to movies 
& took her back after movies, 8 gas, 
4 eggs. 

Sun., Feb. 17, 1918-Home in 
am, went to Beach in PM. Had tire 
down, fixed tube. 5 eggs. 

Mon., Feb. 18, 1918-Went 
ocean fishing, caught 18 King Fish, 
4 Grooper. Largest Grooper weighed 
35 lbs., largest King 6 lbs. A.L.F. 
Deyo, Jo Deyo, Wm. Schoonmaker & 
myself. 72 4 eggs. 

Tues., Feb. 19, 1918-Went to 
town & Beach etc. Home rest of the 
day. Movies at night. 73 10 gal. gas , 
6 eggs. 

Wed., Feb. 20, 1918-Home, 
town & Beach, 6 eggs. 

Thurs., Feb. 21, 1918-To Town 
am. Fair pm & evening. Mrs . Louis 
DuBois called. 5 eggs. 

Fri., Feb. 22, 1918-Rain all am, 
cloudy all pm. Went to town . 

Sat., Feb. 23, 1918-Town am af
ter oysters . Fair pm. Band concert 
evening. 74 5 eggs. 

Sun., Feb. 24, 1918-Church 11 
am. Took Mr. & Mrs. Deyo. Dan & 
Cora had Deyos Ford & went to 
Beach. Lemon City & back & in road 
west, Fulford to Beach & Post Office 
after supper. 4 eggs. 

Mon., Feb. 25, 1918-Went to 
town. Bought chick feed , no mail 
only papers. PM went to auction sale 
of lots north school house, then to 
Beach. 75 Called on Mrs. DuBois, Mrs. 
Deyo & Mrs. Louis DuBois was there. 
Mrs. Cranshaw & Daughter from 
Ardonia called at car & told who they 
were , they are stopping at the 
Palms. 76 Went to movies. 6 eggs. 

Tues., Feb. 26, 1918-Went to 
Miami, Musa Isle Aligator Farm, etc. 
Lunch Boston Cafe. Called Halcyon, 
all away. Mr. & Mrs. P.H. DB, Mr. 
& Mrs. A. P. Lefever, Mr. & Mrs . 
Louis Hornbeck at Fort Lauderdale 
on our return had soda with them & 
a nice time.77 They had been to Palm 
Beach. Mr. & Mrs. Schoonmaker left 
on the 6:20 for home. Went to mov
ies . 5 eggs. 

Wed., Feb. 27, 1918-To Town, 
To Beach, etc. Dan & Cora went to 
beach after supper to see moon rise . 
Mr. & Mrs. Deyo called in the 
evening. 

. . , UGT 0' , SALE! , 
' . . ! 1 .· l. . · ;. I : 
T~is .· Beauti~l 'Subdivisi~n is loo~ted near the new school! .. 
. bUild ng and 1s )c~ownl as th(;! ~-~C. Ausherman and H. M. 
Davii ·Subdivision · ' !, , · · · • • . 

.'i ' . 
· T ' ' I I . 

tl sob ~e~utiful I 50 1 ·I Program of Sale 
" Resldelnce I ~ots ' I ¢•owdo ~··i,lr ... emble in f<ont of the Gilbert Ho!d 

II Off B "''II S II 'R d i ., 1 ocloek p. m. Monday . 
W a ot • e~. J ut, WI e 1 cgar • Band Conceit · ' 
· I o~ Pncc, on J:iasy T epns i\ddr ... by PENNY BROTHERS 
f\ 11'0 •1 nddmon tb the above 1

\ \C wtll ,offer one 7 ~a.! I )O the · d 
l'oom r,csidence, tlose' m, at;d oM: 10-acre farm eat : P· "'·on ~ouu ' . 
2l'j '"If" r.om town ' . i! I T ·k· an aftemoon off and attend the .. le 

. . 

SALE-DAY 
1M~nday , 
February 
I 

t25, 1918 
1:30 p.m. I 

' ' 

SALE IJAY 
. · Mond~y 

1 

February · 
25, 1918 
1:30 p.m. 

' )), ERS 
I I I ' ., 

· I The Wor~d's Origin . Twin Auctioneers 
· I Selling Lots at the Rate of' One' a Minute 

~u•ic Fum;ohed by a Li'·e .\~i~e !.land. Salj l<ain or sh;ne. udi«, upecially ln•iled. 

1 _I Fort /JourJ.erdale has the BrigA t~st Putu~eoftany c•ty on the Ea~t Coott. :A. lArge T ourist Hotel a 
ceu&.Jhty. .J\p<(rtmcnt Hou~• bnd other buildtn't'S eumv Ul> ~"''e l\·whcfe. Thrs prone1't'' •• near good Khools l'lnd 
chucche. We <XIend to yWan mvol.,•dn to a<> out""' look it om befo<e lh< ,.!e. . , II 

I
. 'r SA~E CO~O~Li~TEO ~y . !i I 

mea+ican .La d Company 
'I : AGE TS I I . . 

f ·. 
. J. 

1

M. ~ILL,KJ~e'nsb ~~~al Mana~er 
. For Further rnforrnation Phon No. 4; FL Lauderdale, Flonda 

', ,: I . I , !· 

Advertisement (above) from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel for the 
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Below is the Fort Lauderdale town band, ca. 1918-20. 



Thurs., Feb. 28, 1918- To Town. 
Lunch, 12 m., veal not very good. 
Miami to Boat Races in the PM. Saw 
6 aeroplanes in air at one time. 10 
gal. gas, 2 qts.oil. 

Fri., March 1, 1918- To Town & 
Beach. Dan & Cora to bid Mrs. 
DuBois good bye, did not find them 
home. To movies evening. 78 

Sat., March 2, 1918-Dan & 
Cora left on 7:48am train for Home, 
expected to stop in Jax over night. 
We were pretty lonesome the rest of 
the day. Took Mrs. Brobeck to town 
to Band concert in the evening. 

Sun., March 3, 1918-Rose 8 am 
breakfast, got ready for church 11 
am. 

Mon., March 4, 1918-Bell 
washed & I went to town to see Mr. 
Thompson about lot. Went to All 
States Party. Took Mr. & Mrs. 
Brobeck & Mr. Deyo along. Indianna 
won over Ohio. 79 

Tues., March 5, 1918-Washed 
car & went to town am. Took Mrs. 
Deyo & Mrs. Lewis DuBois to beach. 
Called on Jo E. & Mrs. Phil Dbois. 
30 or 40 Fish Boats on Ocean. 10 gal. 
gas. 

Wed., March 6, 1918-To Beach, 
took Mr. Deyo along, ocean very calm. 
Went to town, took Mrs. Brobeck 
along. Mr. & Mrs. Deyo here to sup
per. 6 eggs. 

Thurs., March 7, 1918-rose 7 
am. Went to town to meet Bess & 
Steve's train, 1 hour late, came home 
& heard wistle Blow, hurryed back 
& Bess & kids & Steve had arrived 
as train was only 30 minutes behind 
& they got here 11:15 am. 80 Went to 
town Beach etc. in PM. 

Fri., March 8, 1918-Rose 7:30. 
Kids slept good. Went to Beach in 
afternoon. Helen took shoes & stock
ings & went in the ocean. 

Sat., March 9, 1918-Town after 
meat, milk & mail am. Went to Pom
pano Beach etc. in the PM. Mr. & 
Mrs. Deyo called in am & Mr. & Mrs. 
JoE. DB in PM. Dr. Palmer died at 
Philmont. 81 

Sun., March 10, 1918-Arose 
7:30. Went to town after mail & milk. 
In PM went to see Olson, then to 
Beach, began to rain, came back to 
town then went out west road from 
Progresso & back to Riverside. Mrs . 
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JOHN OLSSoN· 
GeneralContractor and Builder. Plaris 
and specifications furnished on appli
cation. All kinds of carpentry ; and 
cement work. No contract too la~ 
or t.po small to receive prompt .. tten~on. 
Ft: Lauderda\e, . ' Flonda. 

This advertisement 
for contractor John 
Olsson, who built 
the Johnstons' 
home, appeared in 
a 1918 issue of the 
Fort Lauderdale 

~ Sentinel. 
... ..... :t 

Jo & A. L. F. Deyo called. 12 gal. 
gas. 

Mon., March 11, 1918-Cool & 
windy. Jo Deyo started for home 
about 7:30 am. 82 Steve went to see 
him off but he was gone . Cool & 
windy all day, had fire in fireplace, 
went to Beach. Quite rough. 

Tues., March 12, 1918-To town 
& Beach, met Olsom & went to beach 
to see trim in Building he just put 
up for Mr. Henry.83 Mrs. Steele came 
over & we took her along. Dr. Palmer 
buried at Philmont. 

Wed., March 13, 1918-Went to 
look at new apartment on Las Olas 
Boulavard.84 Got shaved & did not 
return until 11:30 am. Went to Mi
ami, Cocoanut Grove, Fair etc., ret'd 
6 PM. 5 gal. gas. 

Thurs., March 14, 1918-Went 
to town in am and to beach in pm. 
Picked up Mrs . Steele & went up 
north road nearly to Pompano, ret'd 
5:30. Steve & I went to town after 
supper, ret'd 8 pm. 10 gal. gas . 

Fri., March 15, 1918-Took Mr. 
Alexander's car to town to have shock 
absorbers put on, went before break
fast .85 Went down town 10 am. Took 
Helen along & took pictures of apart
ment house & some Bungalows. 
Went to town with Steve, came up a 
shower, got Harman to bring me 
home.86 

Sat., March 16, 1918-Rain most 
of the night, fine in the morning but 
cloudy & showery in the afternoon. 
Went to Beach, Dania etc., for ride 
while Steve was getting shaved. 

Sun., March 17, 1918-Arose 
7:30. Breakfast, went to town after 
mail, etc. & called on Olsom. Went 
to Church in Rex. Olsom came over 
2:30 PM & talked House & plans 
until 4:30 PM. Left specifications etc. 
Took him up to see the lot but he 

I '• . 

would not put a price on it, so we done 
no business. 10 gal. gas, 2 qts. Oil. 

Mon., March 18, 1918-Washed 
& went to town am. Nice showers 
all the PM. 

Tues., March 19, 1918-Went to 
town, met Mary Freer coming up 
when we got back she was gone to 
Mr. Deyo's. Went to Davie & back 
via Dania. 

Wed., March 20, 1918-Showers 
6 am. Breakfast 8 am. Went to town. 
To Miami, drove through Deering's 
property & went to west side town to 
see Belvideers, etc.87 Ret'd 5:30 in 
very heavy shower, went to town in 
evening. 10 gal. gas. 

Thurs., March 21, 1918-Went 
to town, looked over deed, then to 
Court House & found map filed & size 
of lot all O.K.88 Steve took Bess & 
kids to Beach & the kids had a nice 
time on the Beach. Rec'd deed for 
the lot & took it to clerk's office to 
have recorded, cost $3.85. 

Fri., March 22, 1918-Went to 
town & bot Fish for Dinner. Got pa
pers, no mail. 

Sat., March 23, 1918-To town 
after mail etc., am. To Beach & 
around town in PM. To Band con
cert in the evening, took Mrs. 
Brobeck along. 

Sun., March 24, 1918-John 
Olsson was at the house & we talked 
over House Plan all am so Did not 
get to church. To Beach etc. in PM. 
13 gal. gas. 

Mon., March 25, 1918-Went to 
town. Saw Olsson. Picked out Brick 
for fireplace, also went to lot & lo
cated northeast corner for the House. 
Olsson to put cement foundation un
der whole House $25. Extra. Judge 
Bunn made deed of lot to Olsson. 
Judge & Mrs. Bunn called in the 
evening. 
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Tues., March 26, 1918-To Town 
& Lot & Beach. 10 gas, 2 qts oil. 

Wed., March 27, 1918-River
side, New House, Beach, etc. Was 
going to Miami but S.L.J. did not feel 
very well so postponed until tomor
row.89 Tel. To Jax for Reservations, 
both ACL & SAL.90 

Thurs., March 28, 1918-To 
town am. Steve took folks to Miami 
in PM. I stayed at House & around 
town all PM, they ret'd 6 PM. 10 gal. 
gas. 

Fri., March 29, 1918-Town am, 
saw Olsson & got contract etc. in 
am.91 Packing up etc. in PM & went 
to Beach to say Goodby to Mrs. Dbois 
& JoE. & Mrs. HB. 92 

Sat., March 30, 1918-Arose 
5:30. Finished packing. Mr. & Mrs. 
Deyo came over. Started from Lau
derdale 10:30 am. Lunch at Palm 
Beach, arrived at Vero 5 PM. Had 2 
tires down between Ft. Pierce & Vero. 
Stopped at Edgwood, good meals & 
beds. 120 miles. 

Thurs., Dec. 12, 1918-Started 
for Florida 8:15 am. Steve & Frank 
took baggage Elec. Lt. Car. 8:30am. 
Dan to drive us down in closed Over
land. Roads good, covered with snow 
& Hale, took 10:05 train out Pok, 1:08 
out of N.Y. Arrived in Wash. 1 hr. 
late 7:30, took train out Washington 
9 PM., #83 on Penn. R.R. 

Fri., Dec. 13, 1918-Somewhere 
in N.C. in morning after slow & 
rough ride all night-rained some 
Part of the way, all streams full of 
muddy water. Arrived in Jax 10:30 
PM. Went to Albert, warm. 

Sat., Dec. 14, 1918-Jackson
ville, clear, warm, 72°. Rose 7 am, 
had breakfast in the Childs, then 
went to Clyde line. Car was still not 
unloaded as boat only arrived 6 am 
on acct offog. Put on thin underwear. 
Left J ax 4 PM. Ran to St. Augustine 
6 PM. Put up at Marion. 40 miles . 

Sun., Dec. 15, 1918-Left St. Au
gustine 9 PM. Ran to Datonia for 
lunch 1:30 P.M. , then to Cocoa 4:30 
PM, Cocoa House. 140 miles rain & 
Drizzling all day, could not go on 

Sun., March 31, 1918-Left Vero 
9 am. New Line ran up to Titusville, 
had our lunch along road, ran on to 
New Smyrna, got Ice cream, then to 
Datona, called on Mrs. Drake 1;2 hr., 
then to Bunnell 6 PM at Halcyon. 
Cars killed 2 mules that were run
ning on track. Road good except 10 
m. north Ormond. 154m., 6 PM. 9 
am changed tires New Smyrna. 

Mon., Apr. 1, 1918-Left Bunnell 
8:15, ran around St. Augustine some, 
bot some Postals then ran on into Jax 
12 m. Most road good. Went to 
Albert , got some mail, then to At
lantic & Seaboard ticket offices, got 
2 Tic at A.C.L. Wednesday, 8:10PM 
through to N.Y. City. Could not get 
D. Room. Went to gdh (Goodrich?) 
& had tire adj[usted] & left another 
to be repaired. Rained all night. 

Tues., April 2, 1918-Went to 
Camp Johnston in am, say [saw] 
some N.Y. & Mass. Boys.93 Took Boat 
ride in P .M. to Mandarin & returned 
in a thunder shower & Hail, had to 
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Beach, tide in. Picked up man 2 m. 
north Ormond. Broken pinion on 
Ford & brot him back to Ormond. 

Mon., Dec. 16, 1918-Left Cocoa 
8 am, nice clear Day. Rode with our 
wraps on. Stuart 12:30 for lunch, 
went through to Lauderdale 3:30, 
made 17 5 miles in 7 hours actual 
running time. Road good except 
around Vero, about 10 miles worn 
out. Met Chas. & Jess & Mr. Deyo.94 

Stopped at Palms, Dixie for supper 
& called on the Deyos in the 
evening.95 C & J had supper with us . 

Tues., Dec.17, 1918-Clear, 60°. 
Stayed at Palms, rose 7:30. Out for 
Breakfast, got truck, went to Harp
ers after Boxes & Chas brot down 
load in his Ford. Went to Station af
ter baggage. Chas & Jess helped all 
day, put up Beds-will sleep in new 
house. Mr. & Mrs. Deyo, Mr. & Mrs. 
Jo E ., Mrs. Hamlin & Mr. Oaks 
called.96 Steve got most of the lights 
on so we spent the evening home. 

Wed., Dec. 18, 1918-Clear, 60°. 
Rose 7:30. Went to Dixie for Break
fast & worked about house all am. 

stay on Boat 1;2 hour, rained very 
hard. 

Wed., Apr. 3, 1918-Drove to At
lantic Beach in am. 14 miles from 
J ax. Took tire to Goodrich to have 
repaired & then to Clyde line to see 
about shipping car. None until Apr. 
15th. Left J ax 8:30, train 20 min. late. 
Steve stayed in Jax with car. 

Thurs., Apr. 4, 1918-Arose 8 
am. Children slept well & so did I & 
Mrs. J . No diner on, had our break
fast at Florence [S.C.] about 10:30 am 
& our dinner at Rockey Mount [N.C.] 
5 P. Layed 1 hour at Richmond & 
got in Washington 4:30am. 

Fri., Apr. 5, 1918-Washington 
4:30am. Put diner on at West Philla. 
10:30 the first we had & got our din
ner N.Y.C . 1:30 PM, arrived there 
12:30. Took 2 PM Train. Van & Dan 
met us in Pok[eepsie] 4 PM & got 
home 5 PM. 

Dixie for Dinner , had some chairs & 
table brot in. Jessie washed win
dows , Chas. cut some wood & Steve 
put up window shades & clock & put 
down Rugs. Slept in new House. 
Jane VI came in to dock, fine large 
yatch [sic.] about 150ft. long. 97 

Thurs., Dec. 19, 1918-Got up 
7:30. Breakfast Home. C & J came 
over 10 am . Chas & I went to 
Brobecks after eel & cleaned it, then 
ate our Dinner. Went to bridge, they 
were raising a sand barge that had 
sunk with sand on from Beach.98 Had 
car washed. 12 gal. gas , 2 qts oil. 

Fri., Dec. 20, 1918-60°-70°. 
Windy . Ate in inside. Rained all 
night. Tank ran over 10 am. Started 
for Miami shopping for Christmas 
presents. Had dinner at Agees, went 
to Beach & ret'd 5 PM, had supper. 

Sat., Dec. 21, 1918-Windy, 60°-
700. Clear & less wind, had Break
fast inside. Went to Deyos for scythe 
& cut grass & weeds around home. 
Went to Beach, called on Joe E .'s, 
brot Jess back with us & Chas. Came 
in his car & had supper with us . 



"Paltzdale," the Johnstons' "California type" bungalow on South New 
River Drive. The building to the right is the Christian Science Church. 

Steve went to movies. We returned 
10PM. 

Sun., Dec. 22, 1918-Warm, 
clear, 65°-75°. Rose 8 am. Break
fast, went to Church in Rex & Agees 
Restaurant for Dinner. C & J came 
& went to Dixie for theirs.99 To Davie 
in PM. C & J here for supper & went 
to Rex 7 PM to hear sermon on army 
camp life, very good. Garage locked, 
left car in front yard all night. 

Mon., Dec. 23, 1918-Clear, 70°-
780. Rose 7 am. Breakfast. Went to 
P .O., got 5 letters & 4 Freemans.100 

Made bargain with Mr. Davis to fill 
in yard & he drew 2 load, 2 yds each 
& filled in east side of front walk. 
Mrs. J. washed, Mr. & Mrs. Deyo & 
Lizzie called. Chas & J. came in for 
supper. Just out walking, slippers , 
bare headed & shirt sleeves. 2 load 
overburden. 101 

Tues., Dec. 24, 1918-Christmas 
Eve , 60 °-70°.Cloudy & frequent 
showers all day. Did not have car 
out of garage. C & J out for supper. 

Wed., Dec. 25, 1918-Christmas. 
Clear, 70°-80°. Rose 6:30. Breakfast, 
went to service 7 am in Baptist 
church, fine sermon & Prayer.102 C & 
J came over, all went Gilbert for Tur
key Dinner 12:30, then to Pompano 
Beach & ret'd 3:30. Deyos called af
ter supper. We played Dominoes to 
9 PM. C & J went home. Zippilain 
[Zeppelin] went south, flew so low we 
could talk to them. 103 

Thurs., Dec. 26, 1918-Clear, 
64°-70°, Went to P.O., got mail, 
cleaned & filled in yard. Went to 
Chamber of Commerce show in Rex. 

4 load overburden. 
Fri., Dec. 27, 1918-Cloudy, rain, 

58°-64 o . Rain & misty most of the 
day. Went after oil, wanted 5.10 can 
for Palarine, did not buy. Mrs. Jo. ill 
with soar throat. 104 Did not have car 
out. 

Sat., Dec. 28, 1918-Rain, 54°-
600. Cold & Rainy all night, Break
fast 9 am. Went to Beach to look at 
houses for Bess & Van. Called at Jo 
E 's, then went to Gulf Co. after oil & 
gas in Chas. Car. Did not have car 
out. 

Sun., Dec. 29, 1918- Clear, wind 
north, 48° to 52°, cold. Arose 8 am, 
breakfast, went for mail, brot Mr. 
Deyo back with us. Mrs . D. was at 
Sunday school & church. We did not 
go to church but sat by the fire all 
the am. Went out riding to 
Hallendale by the back road & home 
before dark. Fire all day. Went to 
Dania Beach, saw large swells in the 
Gulf Stream. 

Mon., Dec. 30, 1918-Cloudy, N 
& W, 58°-66°. Chas cut wood & piled 
it in rear of house. Went to Olssons 
for saw to saw wood for fire place. 
They pumped on lighter all night & 
raised it & towed it away in the morn
ing.Jos 

Tues., Dec. 31, 1918-East, 
clear, 70° -80° . Man cleaned 
riverfront. Drew in overburden & 
Steve & Chas filled in front yard. 
Callers Mr. & Mrs. J. E. , Mr. & Mrs. 
Hamlin, Mr. & Mrs. Deyo. Mr. 
Butterfield came & looked through 
house he is going to build on north 
side. 106 5 loads overburden. 
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Wed., Jan. 1, 1919-Clear, east, 
74°-82°. Arose 7:30. Breakfast, went 
for mail. C & J came over 10 am. 
Had Roast chicken 1:30. Went riding 
from 2:30 to 5 PM. No callers. Like 
Sunday. 10 gal. gas. 

Thurs., Jan. 2, 1919-East, 
clear. 72°-76°. Rose 7 am. Break
fast, got mail. Started to Palm Beach 
9 am, went beach road. Lunch at 
Restaurant not many winter visitors 
there. Ret'd by inland road Lake 
Worth etc. Supper 6 PM. Went to 
movies-Elec. Lights out for nearly 1 
hour, home 10 PM. Ran about 90 
miles . 

Fri., Jan. 3, 1919-E. & N. 
[winds], 70°-62°. Clear am, cloudy 
with rain 5 PM. Home all day. C. & 
J. came out for supper, had Sp[anish] 
mackerel. Paid Taxes. Steve put up 
some Bath room fixtures. Started 
fire after supper. 

Sat., Jan. 4, 1919-46°-52°. Cold, 
Raw Day, wind north & west. Home 
all Day. Mr. & Mrs. Deyo & Mrs. 
Brobeck called in PM. Played Domi
noes after supper to 9:30, then C & J 
went to Beach. 

Sun., Jan. 5, 1919-44°-52° , 
West, Cloudy. Home all day, cold & 
raw, did not go to church, to[o] cold. 

'1 
,. I 

March 29, 1918 article from the 
Sentinel reporting the 
construction of the Johnstons' 
Fort Lauderdale home. 
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No callers. C & J came over 10:00 
am & stayed to 9 pm had fire all day. 
Steve and I went through new Ho
tel.107 Few on streets. 

Mon., Jan. 6, 1919-Clear, N & 
W, 42°-62°. Some warmer & clear. 
Chas & J came over 11, they had been 
with a Boat from NY & brot the man 
over. Edethia & Puebla. 108 Chas & I 
commenced to build the chicken coop 
& cut some wood & cleaned up Back 
yard. Steve drawing plans for ga
rage . No callers. 

Tues., Jan. 7, 1919-N.E. , Clear, 
60°-70°. Chas & Jess came over 10 
PM & we cut wood, dug around 
stump & worked on chicken coop. 
Jess & I went out after fish eggs & 
Ham for supper. 

Wed., Jan. 8, 1919-E., cloudy, 
70°-66°. Threatening rain & thun
der shower 4:30 PM. Steve cleaned 
up yard. Mr. Deyo helped cut roots 
off stump then Steve fired it & 
burned it out by 4 P.M. Steve & Chas 
sawed up log & I cut up all the wood. 
Olson brot 1load lumber for the ga
rage. Chas worked on Boat & had it 
running. I went after him & Jess 11 
am & brot the gas tank to be fixed. 
Jess & Ma took him over & got back 
just before the shower. 

Thurs., Jan. 9, 1919-62°-60°. 
Cloudy & rain most all day. Carpen
ters came but did not work. Bot an
other load Lumber. Chas & I planted 
Bermuda grass along river Bank & 

filled in stump hole. Chas & I went 
to Lodge. Mr. & Mrs. Daman & 2 
Ladies arrived. 109 

Fri., Jan. 10, 1919-54°-62°. 
Cool & Cloudy. 3 carpenters came & 
put up Building frame & Rafters. 
Went to Beach & brot Jessie along, 
back & Chas ran boat up. When they 
started to go home the boat was 
aground & they stayed to 12 m. & 
shifted it so it would not fill with 
water. We tied it up about 11 PM 
but Chas thought he better stay & 
see to it so he did. 

Sat., Jan. 11, 1919-64°-70°. 
Cloudy part the day with clearing. 
Carpenters worked until 11 am . 
Steve & I finished putting out St. 

Augustine grass east offront walk & 
Steve washed car. Chas worked for 
Biggs & C & J came out 4 P.M.U0 

Chas lost his Teeth in the ocean 
Bathing. 

Sun., Jan. 12, 1919-Clear, cool, 
56°, north. Arose 9 am, went to look 
at chickens of Sam the barber, then 
went to beach after C & J, but missed 
them they came the river road.lll 11 
PM [should read a.m.] started for 
Miami, viewed all the new houses 
along bay going down. Lunch at 
Agees, then to Deerings, Musa Isle, 
back via Alapata & bought basket 
strawberries, 85¢. Home 5:30 PM, 
light showers. Saw Hindo Village 
near Musa Isle. 112 

Cars on Dania Beach (above), a frequent destination for the Johnstons and their friends, ca. 1920. Below 
is a rare panoramic view of downtown Fort Lauderdale in 1917. 



Mon., Jan. 13, 1919-N., Rain, 
60°-66°. 2 Carpenters at work. Fre
quent showers. Finished chicken 
coop. Chas at Deyos to fix his Ford. 
Ma washed. 

Tues., Jan. 14, 1919-N.Y. [?] 
clear, 60°-66°. 8 am breakfast. Chas 
brot mail & went to Dentist. Steve, 
Chas & I commenced road over 
church lot, put in 54 ft. Mr. & Mrs. 
Deyo, Lizzie & Mrs. Brobeck called. 
2 carpenters at work. 113 Steve sun
burned his neck laying road to ga
rage. 

Wed., Jan. 15, 1919-N., clear, 
60°-68°. Set out 2 rows grass & 
fussed around house rest ofthe day. 
Chas. Worked on Boat all P.M. Coil 
would not work so went home in car. 
2 carpenters at work. 

Thurs., Jan. 16, 1919- E., clear, 
60°-70°. Clear, slightly warmer. Put 
in piece road, sawed up part of log, 
wrote some letters to Cora & Dan, 
shave & hair cut. No Callers. Chas 
took Boat to Beach & Jess drove car 
Home 9 P.M. Nice moonlight, only 1 
carpenter to work. 

Fri., Jan. 17, 1919-E. , 64°-72°. 
Showers, light showers 1 P.M. 
Planted grass in am. Went to Miami 
PM., called on Dr. Bliss, heavy 
shower 6 PM. We followed it up & 
got in very little rain. 

Sat., Jan. 18, 1919-N., Clear, 
64°-66°. 8 am cleaned up back yard. 
Chas & J came over 11:30, had lunch, 
went down river & got some grass & 

planted out 4 rows. Went to Beach, 
called Jo E. & looked over Mrs. 
Firor's cottage for Bess Bogert, found 
it in very good shape.U4 Steve went 
to Miami after supper. Rec'd notice 
I was elected Director Hug Natl 
Bank. 115 

Sun., Jan.19, 1919-60°-66°. To 
church, Dixie for lunch. Mr. & Mrs. 
Bliss came 3 PM. On Bus took them 
to beach, called on Mr. & Mrs. JoE. 
& Steve took them back. 

Mon., Jan.-20, 1919-62°-70°. 8 
am, Chas brot over grass & we 
planted all am, went for more & fin
ished in PM. Deyos called, Mr. & 
Mrs. Brobeck called & took supper 
with us & Chas took them home 9 
PM. Sent oath ofDirector to E. Van, 
cashier. 

Tues., Jan. 21, 1919-E., 60°-
660. Arose 7:30, Breakfast. 2 car
penters came, finished floor & put in 
windows. Steve wired Garage. I 
cleaned yard & burnt stump. Chas 
went to work on tractor. Jessie went 
to Miami with Mr. & Mrs. JoE. No 
callers. 

Wed., Jan. 22, 1919-62°-70°. 
7:30 Breakfast. 8:30 went for mail. 
Burnt stumps, called on Mrs. 
Brobecks & got some eggs & Grape 
Fruit. Called at Deyos, they were 
out. 

Thurs., Jan. 23, 1919-E., 66°-
780. Rose 8 am. Breakfast, went for 
mail, sifted rock & spread over lawn. 
Went to Beach after Jessie & called 
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on the Hasbroucks. Went to lodge. 
Ladies went to movies. 

Fri., Jan. 24, 1919-8 am Break
fast, went for mail, letter from Bess 
saying they were coming. Went to 
Beach after Jess. Looked at 
Alexander's garage. Lunch bought 3 
cocoanut trees of Crim & sett them 
out.U6 Mr. & Mrs. Bliss, Mr. & Mrs. 
JoE, Mr. & Mrs. Deyo called. Mr. & 
Mrs. B stayed for supper & Steve took 
them home. 

Sat., Jan. 25, 1919-70°-80°. 
7:30, sprinkle yard, Breakfast, mail, 
one carpenter in garage . 1 am went 
after Jessie. 7 am, Olsson came to 
put in cement floor in Garage, fin
ished 8 PM. Steve fixed light to fin
ish. No callers. Shave after supper. 

Sun., Jan. 26, 1919-S.E., 72°-
820. 8 am cleaned up yard, went to 
church 11 am. Steve went to Beach 
& brot C & J to church. 1 PM Din
ner, 2 PM went to Carsonville, back 
via Dania then to Beach & home. 
Supper 7 PM. Called at Hasbroucks. 

Mon., Jan. 27, 1919-W., 70°-
800. 8 am Breakfast, mail. Olsom & 
Chas. came. Went for Jessie 10 am. 
Called on Mrs. Jo E. Finished ga
rage all except screens on upper win
dows. Paid church $5.00 Rent for 
right of way across lot for 2 years 
from Jany 1, '19 to Jan. 1, '21. Went 
to meet 9:02 train. Mrs. B., Van, Bess 
and the children. 117 10:45 PM Van & 
Mrs. B. went to Hotel & Bess & chil
dren came to the house. 
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Tues., Jan. 28, 1919-62°-74°. 8 
am. Van & Mrs. B. came over to 
Breakfast & we went to Beach to see 
about House. Called on Hasbroucks, 
went to Riverside, etc. Got mat
tresses from Mr. Alexander & put the 
company in top of garage. Olson had 
finished the screens. 

Wed., Jan. 29, 1919-58°-62°. 8 
am, fire in fireplace, all slept well . 
Went to Beach & Brot C & J things 
to town, most in Ford. Steve & Van 
went after Baggage, got 1 trunk. Mr. 
& Mrs. Clark called & stayed 1,mtil 
10 PM. Steve & Van transplanted 
orange tree. C & J started to Torry 
Island 3:30 PM in an open scough. 118 

Thurs., Jan. 30, 1919-S., clear, 
62°-72°. Breakfast. Steve & Van & 
Mrs. B. went to Beach to look after 
House. Steve cleaned out road & 
wheeled in load rock that came in 
P.M. Van, Mrs. B & I went to mov
ies. War film. 119 

Fri., Jan. 31, 1919-W. , rain, 
64°-72°. Rain most ofthe day. Home 
all day. Went to the Presp. Festival 
around the World . Steve drove & 
took Miss Craft to show the way. 120 

Ret'd 10 PM. Bess & Van walked to 
Riverside & Mr. Deyo brot them 
home. 

Sat., Feb. 1, 1919-62°-70°, 
Cloudy. 7:30 PM [a.m.] Breakfast. 
Went to Beach, lunch. Steve & Van 
went to Beach to put things in Build
ing and help put up platform for 
Tank, ret'd 5 PM & Bess & Van went 
for groceries & cots for kids to sleep 
on. Steve went to Miami after sup
per. 

Sun., Feb. 2, 1919-70°- 72°. 
Rain all day & night. Van & Bess 
moved to the Beach, took goods to[o] 
in Van cars & took the folks in own, 
did not get back in time for Church, 
went for lunch to the Cafateria. 

Mon., Feb. 3, 1919-Clear, East, 
70°-80°. Rain all night. Steve & I 
put rock in road & front of walk. To 
Beach 10 am. Van & Mr. Alexander 
was building platform for water tank. 
Went to Beach after supper, called 
on Van & Bess & Jo. E. ret'd at 9:30 
P.M. 

Tues., Feb. 4, 1919-Cloudy, 8 
am. Breakfast. Steve wheeled in 
load rock, I leveled it. Dinner 12 m. 
Van & Bess came over, all went to 

Miami in both cars, called on Mr. 
Dexter & Dr. Bliss, ret'd 6:30 PM. 121 

Slight showers both ways. 
Wed., Feb. 5, 1919-72°-80°. 8 

am Breakfast. Go for mail. Went to 
Beach to Brobecks, called at Deyos. 
Brot Mrs. Brobeck to New River for 
Dinner with her Friends stopping 
there by the name of Furgerson. 122 

Steve took them home after church. 
Thurs., Feb. 6, 1919-N., 

Cloudy, 66°-70°. 8:30 am, went to 
Beach, brot Helen back with us for 
Dinner. Took Helen home. Van's 
trunk came. Van & Bess came after 
it & got water. Van put up tank & 
leaders on home. 

Fri., Feb. 7, 1919-W., Cloudy & 
cool, 62°-60° . Home all am. Went to 
Deyos PM & Wall aces & Bought 6 
hens of Mr. Fowler on South side. 123 

He brot them over in the evening & 
stayed until 9:30 PM, so we did not 
get to the C.S. Lecture in the Rex. 124 

Sat., Feb. 8, 1919-W., clear, 54°-
600. 7:30 Breakfast. Expected Bliss 
9 am to go to Palm Beach. Waited 
until 11:30, he did not arrive . Van 
came over ready to go, so we Packed 
our lunch & left. Went up via ocean 
& ret'd inland 6:30PM. Van, Bess & 
children stayed for supper. 5 eggs, 
Scratch feed 70¢ . 

Sun., Feb. 9,1919-52°-62°. 8:30 
Breakfast 9 mail church 11 Lunch 
cafateria 12:30 Home 1 PM Beach 3 
to 5 PM Mr. Dexter called 5:30 Sup-_ 
per 6:30. 2 Eggs . 

Mon., Feb. 10, 1919-N., Clear, 
50°-54 o. 8 am, cool, ate in living 
room. Went to Beach, brot Helen 
back to lunch with us. Callers Mrs . 
Jo E., the Deyos, Van, Bess & chil
dren, all here at once. 3 eggs. 

Tues., Feb. 11, 1919-N., Clear, 
50°-62°. Cool in am & warmer in pm. 
Bess , Van & Geo. Came over 10 
am. 125 Bess washed & ironed her 
clothes. Bought Duck & rollers for 
the Porch & cut them ready to stitch. 
Went to Mrs. Brobecks, she was not 
at home. 2 eggs. 

Wed., Feb. 12, 1919-N., clear, 
48°-64°. Light Frosts in some sec
tions Davie & the Lake region. Home 
all am. Steve wired the garage, went 
to Mrs. Brobecks to have the curtains 
sewed & called on the Deyos & picked 
up Mrs. B on our way down. They 

D. C. Alexander, developer of Las 
Olas by the Sea and a friend of 
the Johnstons. 

came to Prayer Meeting & Steve took 
them home. I fixed 2 curtains after 
supper. 3 eggs. 

Thurs., Feb. 13, 1919-W., 
Clear, 56°-66°. Clear & cool in am. 
Went to Hamlins to help on his car, 
could not get started. To Beach in 
PM. Put up shades on Porch screens. 

Fri., Feb. 14, 1919-Rain in am, 
clear in pm. Went to Beach 11:30 
after Helen. Steve took her home in 
PM & Brot Mrs. B & children back& 
I took them home 6 PM. Van & Bess 
out with Boat & got stuck or the boat 
stopped. Mr. & Mrs . Deyo called. 2 
eggs. 

Sat., Feb. 15, 1919-W., 60°-66° . 
8 am, clear, wind hard from west. 
Suitcase from Chas. filled with 
vegatables. 126 11 am started for Mi
ami Boat Races . Took our lunch. Lot 
Hydro & aeroplanes in the air. Ret'd 
5:30. Van & Bess ret'd 6:30. All here 
for supper. 1 Egg. 

Sun., Feb.16, 1919-N., 50°-62°. 
Clear & cool, went to church & to 
caffeteria for lunch. Took Mr. & Mrs. 
Brobeck out to Davie & Griffin, the 
end of the road on Davie Canal. 127 

Van, Bess & the children were here 
when we ret'd & stayed to 6 PM. 

Mon., Feb.17, 1919-N. , 50°-66°. 
Cool, partly cloudy. Went to Beach 
& got some wood in am. To Wall ace 
after oranges in PM.. Came home, 
found Mr. Cusack here, took him to 
Beach. 128 Bess & Van out, went to 
Hasbroucks. Cusack called after sup-



per. Van came to stay all night as 
we start for Torry Island tomorrow 7 
am on Palm, the mail Boat. 129 Bess 
Dupuy Died. 130 2 Eggs. 

Tues., Feb. 18, 1918-Torry Is
land. Van & I arose 6 am. Break
fast. Took Palm for Torry island, 
arrived 11:30. Chas & Jess met us 
& rowed half way. John Annapau 
towed us the rest way in to Fishers 
store 12 m. 131 Stayed with Chas & 
Jess. 2 eggs. 

Wed., Feb. 19, 1919-Torry I. 
Around Torry Island and over to P. 0. 
& Kittredge place PM and Olliver's 
Place, Flanders Place in PM . 132 

Stayed with Chas. & Jess. Steve got 
wise of Bess Dupuy's death too late 
to go to Funeral. 2 Eggs. 

Thurs., Feb. 20, 1919-Torry Is
land. Arose 5 am. Breakfast. Chas 
& Jess took us to Okelanta in 7:10. 
Annapau's Boat took Hart for Ft. 
Lauderdale 5:20 PM.133 Capt. Shot 
bob cat & snake on our way down. 
Van went home 5:30PM, Steve had 
his car here . 2 eggs. 

Fri., Feb. 21, 1919-Clear & 
warm. Arose 8 am. Steve went for 
mail, went to Beach. Bess & Van & 
Geo, came over. Bess washed, they 
stayed for lunch. Called to Clarks 
7:30 to 10 PM .. 2 eggs. 1

3
4 

Sat., Feb. 22, 1919-8 am. Clear 
& warm. Went to Beach. Van & 
Steve hooked up JoE's pump. Went 
to Miami 2 PM to Band Concert. 
Saro, large boat, on Fire in the Bay. 135 

Had supper at Agees & ret'd 9 PM. 
Sun., Feb. 23, 1919-8 am. 

Church 11 am. Home for Lunch. 
Went to Beach. Called on Jo E . in 
PM. 2 Eggs. 

Mon., Feb. 24, 1919-8 am . 
Clear & warm. Worked on income 
Tax all am. Started for Beach, met 
Bess, Van & children, came back. 
Mr. Dexter & McCan called around 
6 PM. 136 3 eggs . 

Tues., Feb. 25, 1919-8 am. 
House all am. Went to Beach. Steve, 
Van & Bess went Bathing, took Mr. 
Extine along.137 Home in evening. 6 
eggs . 

Wed., Feb. 26, 1919-8 am . 
Went to train to meet Nellie. 138 Train 
3 hours late. Van came over, train 
arrived 11:30 PM. Nellie came over, 
had a bite, then went to Beach with 
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Miami Boat Races, ca. 1920s. 

Van & Mrs . B & children. Mr. & Mrs. 
JoE. called. Went to Clarks for sup
per, ret'd 9:30PM. 2 eggs. 

Thurs., Feb. 27, 1919-7:30 am. 
Went to Beach, Brot Mrs. B, Nellie 
& Geo. over, got Bottle water & Steve 
took them back. Called on Mrs. 
Steele, Deyos & Mrs. Ambrose after 
at the New River. 139 5 Eggs. 

Fri., Feb. 28, 1919-Cloudy so 
posponed going to Miami until To
morrow. Rained most of the day & 
filled our tank with water. Van was 
over after water, came alone . Col
ored man cut down large pine tree in 
front of church. Rec'd suit case from 
Chas & Jess filled with vegetables. 
5 Eggs . · 

Sat., March 1, 1919-Rain most 

the night. Clear & warm this am. 
Started 10:30 to Fair, Miami then to 
Cocoa Grove where we ate our lunch, 
then drove up the Tamiami trail to 
the canal about 6 miles & ret'd home 
6 PM. 140 All had supper here. 2 eggs. 

Sun., March 2, 1919-Clear & 
warm. Went to Beach, brot Jo. E. 
back, his car in garage. Steve & his 
mother went to church. I had head
ache. Jo. E. came in & Steve took 
him home & stayed to Dinner. Went 
riding in PM to Rowels & 
Pampano. 141 4 eggs. 

Mon., March 3, 1919-Fine, 
clear, warm day. Belle washed. We 
went to Beach & brot Geo. back with 
us. Steve took Generator apart am 
& went to Beach for bath in PM. 

The mailboat Palm, which took the Johnstons to Torry Island. 



26 - Broward Legacy 

Party came in with lot fish, one 
weighed about 30 or 40 lbs., an am
berjack. 4 Eggs. 

Tues., March 4, 1919-Went to 
Light House, left 8 am, ret'd 5:30PM. 
Van & Bess come over, washed, etc. 
3 eggs. 

Wed., March 5, 1919-Income 
Tax. 142 Clear, warm, Fine day. Home 
in am. Mailed income tax. Went to 
Beach PM. Steve, Van & Helen went 
Bathing, brot Geo. & Helen Back 
with us. Van & Bess came over after 
water. Callers Mr. & Mrs. Deyo, Mrs. 
Brobeck, Mr. & Mrs. Palmer called 
after supper, stayed until 9:30. 143 3 
eggs. 

Thurs., March 6, 1919-8 am 
clear, fine. Van, Bess & Helen, Mrs. 
B & Nellie went to Miami to visit 
Dexter. Geo. stayed with us . Steve 
fixed car and went to Prospect, took 
Mr. & Mrs. Palmer along for a ride, 
ret'd 5:30. 144 Van & Bess ret'd 7:30. 
4 eggs. 

Fri., March 7, 1919-Clear, Fine 
Day. Home all day. Bess & Van over 
in Boat in am & with the car in P.M. 
Capt. Newman 3 large Tarpon on 
Dock, 1 weighed 116#, caught at Tar
pon Bend. 145 Callers Mrs. & Miss 
Kraft, Mr. & Mrs. Palmer. 4 eggs. 

Sat., March 8, 1919-80°. Clear, 
warm, fine day, went to Beach, brot 
Geo. Back with us. 11 am started 
for Miami Beach, took lunch. Steve, 
Van, Bess & Helen went Bathing, 
ret'd 6:30, fine trip . 6 eggs. 

Sun., March 9, 1919-83°. Went 
to church, Agees for Lunch, to Beach. 
Took children for Ride. Van & Bess 
came over . Callers Mr. & Mrs. 
Palmer, Mrs. Bissell & Daughter to 
10:15 PM. 146 2 Eggs . 

Mon., March 10, 1919-Went to 
Beach. Van, Bess, Nettie & Helen 
went in Bathing & they came over 
after dinner for water, etc. Steve 
painted top of car & cleaned it. 4 
Eggs. 

Tues., March 11, 1919-Clear & 
warm. House all am. Van & Bess & 
Geo. came over. Bess washed & Van 
relined Trans[mission] bands, they 
stayed for Lunch. Went to Wallace's 
for fruit, did not find him home so 
bought some at store. Called on 
Palmers. 4 Eggs. 

Wed., March 12, 1919-70°. 

Rain most all day. Home in am, went 
to Beach in PM. Called at Bess & 
Jo. E . Mr. & Mrs. Deyo called 4 to 
5:30. 5 Eggs. 

Thurs., March 13, 1919-70°. 
Cloudy, Rain all PM. Went to Beach, 
Brot Bess, Van & Geo. back to do 
some shopping & get water. Steve 
took them home 11:30 am. Rain all 
PM & were at home. Palmers called. 
2 Eggs. 

Fri., March 14, 1919-Cloudy & 
Rain most ofthe Day. Went to Beach 
am. Van & Bess came over PM. We 
started for Davie, took Mr. & Mrs. 
Palmer, got in shower & ret'd. They 
stayed to supper & played Dominoes 
to 10 PM. 6 eggs. 

Sat., March 15, 1919-70°-72°. 
Sun came out about 10 am, went to 
Davie, everything flooded. Back via 
Dania. 147 Went to Miami, lot wood 
blocks floated to the gutters. Chas 
& Jess came in on mail boat 9 PM. 2 
eggs. 

Sun., March 16, 1919-Steve 
went to Church, we went to Beach. 
Took Chas & Jess to call on Deyos, 
they were not in. So they went over 
in PM. We took Brobecks out to Pom
pano Beach, Las Olas Beach, etc. in 
the PM. Van & Bess were over. 
Water still in Waverly. 4 eggs. 

Mon., March 17, 1919-Windy. 
Chas & Jess went calling on JoE. & 
the Deyos, went to Dania to see Can
ning Factory .148 Stopped at 
Thompsons Grove for Grape Fruit, 
etc. He is formally [formerly] from 
Kingston. 149 

Tues., March 18, 1919-Chas & 
Jess took mail boat for Torry 8 am. 
Had about 25 Passengers. Home the 
rest of the day. Van & folks went to 
Palm Beach. Mrs. B. stayed here, 
they came home 6 PM, had supper 
here . Palmers came in. We played 
Dominoes to 9:30 PM. Mr. P. & Bell 
2, Mrs . P & I 1, 2&1. 3 eggs. 

Wed., March 19, 1919-66°, 
Quite cool, NW wind, Van & B went 
Miami & to go through Deerings. We 
went down in PM, took Mr. & Mrs. 
Palmer along. 3 eggs. 

Thurs., March 20, 1919-Home 
in am. Bell went calling at Riverside 
in PM. Bess & Van up in boat. Steve 
went back with them. We went af
ter him. Mr. & Mrs . P . here, played 

3 games. Mrs. P and I won all three. 
4 eggs. 

Fri., March 21, 1919-Went to 
Beach. Steve took head off, cleaned 
carbon & fix pump & fan. 3 eggs. 

Sat., March 22, 1919-Went to 
Beach. Fixed Porch Shades outside. 
Mr. & Mrs. JoE. called most PM. Mr. 
& Mrs. Deyo called few minutes. 
Played Dominoes, 1 & 1. 3 eggs. 

Sun., March 23, 1919-Took 
Bath, went to Beach, went Boat 
riding to Davie in Vigilant. Mr. & 
Mrs. Palmer, Mr . & Mrs. Deyo & 
Lizzie, Van, Bess & children, Mr. & 
Mrs. Brobeck, Steve, Belle & I left 2 
PM, ret'd 6:30PM. John Olsom came 
for chickens, tools & cement. 3 eggs. 

Mon., March 24, 1919-Home all 
day, getting ready to move. Mr. & 
Mrs. Deyo, Lizzie, Mrs. Hamlin, Mrs. 
Boucker, Cushin called PM.150 Ex. 
Trunk to Jax, Mr. & Mrs . Clark, Mr. 
& Mrs. Palmer, Miss Bissell, Van & 
Bess , Mr. & Mrs. Oaks called in 
evening. 

Tues., March 25, 1919-Left 
Lauderdale 9:30.151 Lunch at J upi
ter. Roads fine to 5 miles south & 20 
m", north Vero they were rough. Ar
rived Cocoa 5:45, stopped Cocoa 
House. 180 miles. 

Wed., March 26, 1919-Left Co
coa 8:45. Ran to Datonia 11 :35. 
Called on Drakes , went to Beach, 
took short ride back to Datona, had 
Lunch, ran back New Smyrna to 
Sanford to Orlando to Kissimmee 
5:45. 165 miles. Over St. Johns 
River by scow pulled by wire. Roads 
good. 

Thurs., March 27, 1919-Left 
Kissimmee 9 am, ran past Lakeland 
for lunch, then to Ubo City & 
Tampa.152 Went in Tampa Bay Ho
tel & to hear Billy Sunday preach & 
arrived in St. Petersburg 6 PM. 153 

Roads good except 5 or 6 miles mostly 
brick. Put up at Dusenbury Villa. 
130 miles. 

Fri., March 28, 1919-
Dusenbury, St. Petersburgh. Arose 
7:30. Cool, went around town & to 
Bay. Steve got car out-11 am, we 
started for the Beach across new 
bridge & down the Beach 4 miles to 
Passagrille & had Lunch at Buckeye 
road, around city, Gulf Port, etc., 
ret'd 5 P.M. 32 miles. 



Sat., March 29, 1919-Left St. 
Petersburgh 8:30, came through 
Lakeland, Plant City, Haines City, 
got Ice Cream, had lunch by Clarks 
Grove, Kissimme, saw car wrecked 
by RR crossing. Arrived in Orlando 
5 P.M. Orlando House. 150 miles. 

Sun., March 30, 1919-Left Or
lando 10 am, ran Sanford, Port Or
ange, Beach Datonia. For Lunch to 
Ormand Beach, ran 11 miles on 
Beach road from Ormond to Bonnell, 
rough, some brick, from Bunnell to 
St .. Augustine rough, arrived St. Au
gustine 7 PM. Geo. sick on road. We 
went out for supper. Van & Bess 
later. 150 mile. 

Mon., March 31, 1919-St. Au
gustine, arose 8:30, New Tire, took 
Van & Bess over to the Beach & 
around city & left them at the old fort 
& we ran for Jacks[onville], arrived 
there 2 PM. Got our reservations for 
8:30 tonight & had our trunk checked 
for Pok. [Poughkeepsie] & Back to 
Hotel4:30 PM, washed up. 50 miles. 
Left Jax 8:30PM. 

Apr. 1, 1919-Arose 8 am. Break
fast at Florence 9:45 , cool. Dinner at 
So. Rockey Mount, supper Richmond. 

Apr. 2, 1919-Arrived N.Y.C. 6 
am, Train out 7:48, Pokeepsie 10:05, 
Home 11:30. 

~Notes~ 
1 Mrs. A.E.J. is Riche! A. J ensen--Mrs. Abram E. 

Jensen. According to the 1910 census of New 
Paltz, Mrs. Jensen was born about 1866. Her 
husband, born about 1859, is listed as a fruit 
farmer. 

2 Steve is Johnston's son, Stephen L. Johnston, 
born December 1875. He is listed in the 1910 
census of New Paltz, N.Y.as manager of the New 
Paltz Electrical Company, and in 1920 as an 
electrician. His father mentions his electrical 
skill several times in the diary. A bachelor at 
the time the diary was written, he later mar
ried and settled permanently in Fort Lauder
dale. According to Broward County voter 
registration records in the Historical Commis
sion archives, he was living at 525 Southeast 
First Avenue in~936, and died in 1938. Bess is 
Bessie T. Dupuy, a friend and neighbor from 
New Paltz. She was born about 1884 according 
to the 1910 census, where she is listed as the 
single daughter of J. M. Dupuy, who owned a 
general store. Abe was Abram E. Jensen. 

3 Cole and Overland were automobiles. Subse
quent notations in the diary indicate that the 
Jensens owned the Cole and Johnston the Over
land. 

4 Bell is Johnston 's wife Isabell e (Ackert ) 
Johnston. She was born in October 1855, and 
they married March 26, 1875 at the Reformed 
Protestant Dutch Church in New Paltz. Mrs. 
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Johnston registered to vote in Broward County 
in 1940, at the age of eighty-four. According to 
Fort Lauderdale city directories, she died be
tween 1948 and 1949. 

5 "Here" is Charleston, South Carolina. 
6 The Bennetts, who had lunch with the Johnstons 

and J ensens in Jacksonville and apparently ac
companied them to Fort Lauderdale, have not 
been positively identified. They may have been 
connected with the Hotel Bennett in St. Augus
tine mentioned in this entry, or they may have 
been friends from New Paltz, possibly Arthur 
B. Bennett, a teacher in the normal school, and 
his wife May N. 

7 Philip C. and Eunice M. Agee owned and oper
ated the AG Restaurant, listed on the corner of 
North First Street and Colee Avenue in the 1918 
Fort Lauderdale City Directory. Their son Rob
ert served in World War I, and was killed in the 
sinking of the U.S.S. Tampa off the coast of 
England, September 26, 1918. 

8 Harpers were the Charles Harpers who lived in 
the Riverside Addition of Fort Lauderdale, ac
cording to a notation in the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel, February 9, 1917. Charles Harper 
served on the Fort Lauderdale City Council from 
1915 to 1917. 

9 Andrew L. F. Deyo and wife Agnes are listed in 
the 1918 Fort Lauderdale City Directory as liv
ing on Grand Boulevard in the Riverside Addi
tion and in Gardner, N.Y.- probably the town of 
Gardiner in Ulster Co., near Johnston's home
town of New Paltz. Andrew Deyo is listed on 
the 1926 Broward County voter records as age 
81, and was removed from the rolls as deceased 
on June 20, 1930. 

10 Musa Isle was a popular fruit grove located be
tween the forks of the Miami River near today's 
Twenty-seventh Avenue. Allapatta was a com
munity in northern Dade County, near Little 
River. 

11 Ausherman is Clement C. Ausherman , a Mary
land native and prominent Fort Lauderdale 
realtor and civic leader during the 1910s and 
1920s. A brief biography of Ausherman can be 
found in Florida, The East Coast, Its Builders, 
Resources, Industries, Town and City Develop
ments (Miami: Miami Herald, ca. 1925), 195. 

12 Riverside refers to the Riverside Addition, where 
the Johnstons had been staying with the Harp
ers since their arrival two days earlier. Located 
south of New River, just west of Sailboat Bend, 
and platted in the 1910s, Riverside was one of 
Fort Lauderdale's early residential subdivisions. 

13 Mr. Cromartie is Bloxham A. Cromartie, Fort 
Lauderdale merchant. A March 23, 1917 Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel article, reporting the 
J ohnstons' return north refers to the house as 
"the old Berryhill home." William 0. "Deacon" 
Berryhill was Cromartie's business partner. 

14 The Broward County Automobile & Garage 
Company was listed on Brickell Avenue and 
North New River Drive in the 1918-19 Fort Lau
derdale city directory. 

15 The meaning of "vulc" here is unclear, perhaps 
short for vulcanized. 

16 The February 9, 1917 issue of the Fort Lauder
dale Sentinel notes , "Mr. and Mrs. A. L. [sic.] 
Jensen of N.Y. guests of Mr. and Mrs. Chas. 
Harper of Riverside." 

17 On February 9, the Sentinel described this freeze 
as the "Hardest Freeze in the History of the 
State," and reported on the damage it caused. 

18 The bridge across New River Sound at Las Olas 
Boulevard opened in January 1917. Carsonville 
has not been identified. 

19 Mary Freer was probably either Mrs. Cyrus 

Freer or Mrs. Calvin Freer, both listed on the 
1910 census in New Paltz. 

20 This fire at the home of Jacob and Lizzie Kraft 
on South River Drive was reported by the Sen
tinel on February 9, 1917. The newspaper com
mented, "The fire company arrived in time to 
save the building from serious damage. The 
cause of the fire is laid to sparks in the fire 
place." 

21 Johnston's reference to "Talking pictures" here 
is puzzling, since motion pictures with sound 
were not in common use until the late 1920s. 
According to the Louis Wolfson Media Center 
in Miami Beach, a devise called a "Gaumont 
Chronophone" which synchronized a silent film 
with a phonograph record, was in use in the late 
1910s. 

22 "Dixie lunch" was the Dixie Cafeteria, located 
on the west side of Andrews Avenue opposite 
Las Olas Boulevard. Mrs. B. C. Rodgers and 
Mrs. J. W. Zeigler were listed as proprietors in 
the 1918-1919 Fort Lauderdale city directory. 

23 "J.E.H." is Joseph E. Hasbrouck of Modena, New 
York, member of a prominent Ulster County, 
New York Huguenot family. Hasbrouck and his 
wife Ida built one of the early homes on the 
beach in 1914. 

24 The "lift bridge" which was stuck was the draw
bridge over New River at Andrews Avenue. The 
"new bridge"was the bridge to the beach at Las 
Olas Boulevard. 

25 The "Smith House" may refer to the Smith 
Apartments or the Lester and Anna Smith home, 
both of which were located on North New River 
Drive East. 

26 The store was a large, two-story structure with 
a dock on the South New River Canal. It also 
housed the settlement's post office, ice house and 
first school. A photograph of the building in the 
Historical Commission archives also shows a 
small , closed cupola on top-perhaps the vantage 
point from which Johnston got his panoramic 
view of the Everglades. 

27 The Atkinses were Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
Atkins, whom the Johnstons had visited at Lake 
Helen on their way to Fort Lauderdale. 

28 William P. and Amelia Brobeck. They were liv
ing in the Riverside Addition and he worked as 
a clerk in the Oliver Brothers Store on Brickell 
Avenue according to the 1918 Fort Lauderdale 
City Directory. Colohatchee was a platted de
velopment between the forks of the Middle River 
in today's Wilton Manors, but the term was also 
used to describe a much larger outlying area, 
including parts of today's Oakland Park and 
northwest Fort Lauderdale. The "new rock road" 
may refer to a road from just south of the South 
Fork of Middle River to Prospect Road which 
today comprises part of Andrews Avenue, or a 
"stepped" road angling from today's Andrews to 
present Oakland Park Boulevard. 

29 The February 23, 1917 Fort Lauderdale Senti
nel reported that the lighthouse property itself 
was off-limits to visitors and protected by an 
armed guard as a wartime security measure af
ter the breaking of diplomatic relations with 
Germany. 

30 The Allure may have been the charter boat re
ferred to in a March 2, 1917 Sentinel notice as 
the A/lands and reported as taking "Messrs. 
Bennett, C.E. Brisbin and Jensen ofN.Y.C." out 
deep-sea fishing. 

31 The February 23 , 1917 issue of the Sentinel de
votes considerable attention to this visit by a 
party of over fifty state legislators and senators, 
accompanied by William J ennings Bryan, to the 
Everglades drainage district . The party as-

cended the Palm Beach Canal to Lake 
Okeechobee and returned to the Atlantic coast 
at Fort Lauderdale by way of the North New 
River Canal. The Gi lbert Hotel was located on 
the east side of Brickell Avenue in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale. 

32 Clark has not been positively identified. He 
could be Dr. Samuel J . Clark, the dentist, whose 
residence is listed on South Andrews Avenue in 
the 1918-1919 Fort Lauderdale directory. 

33 The Jensens' departure for the North was re
ported in the March 2, 1917 Sentinel: "Mr. and 
Mrs. J . E. [sic.] Jensen of New Paltz, N.Y., who 
have been stopping for the past month with Mr. 
and Mrs . Chas. Harper left last Monday for 
home. They go by auto and expect to go by slow 
stages, stopping along the way until they reach 
home about Aprill. 

34 Henry Ford was a frequent visitor to Florida and 
had a winter home at Fort Myers. Naturalist 
John Burroughs was Ford's friend and frequent 
traveling companion. The reason the Johns tons 
expected their arrival is not clear. However, the 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel noted on February 23 
that Harvey Firestone, another winter resident 
of Florida and a close fri end of Ford and 
Burroughs, was visiting Fort Lauderdale, so 
perhaps rumors had spread that his famous 
friends would be joining him. 

35 "Dick's Boat" is probably a reference to the Ex
celsior, a popular excursion boat of the period, 
operated by Captain Dick LaVigne. See Philip 
Weidling and August Burghard, Checkered Sun· 
shine (Gainesvi lle: University of Florida Press, 
1966), 73-74. 

36 Reverend A. A. Zabriski of Kingston, N.Y. , also 
a winter resident, occasionally preached at vari
ous Fort Lauderdale churches . Notices report
ing his sermons and social activities appear in 
several issues of the Sentinel during February 
and March 1917. 

37 Mr. and Mrs. Hamlin were Henry B. and Abbie 
Hamlin, and Miss Cushing was Emma Cushing. 
All were winter residents from Wellington, Ohio, 
who lived on Riverside Circle in the Riverside 
Addition according to the 1918 Fort Lauderdale 
Directory. 

38 The March 9, 1917 Sentinel reported that "The 
Little Girl Next Door," a movie with a morality 
theme, played at the Rex Theater "last week." 

39 The Florida Blossoms were a local orchestra and 
are mentioned in the Sentinel, March 9, 1917. 

40 In 1917, W. Q. "Quince" Bryan was Broward 
County tax assessor, and William 0. "Deacon" 
Berryhill tax collector. 

41 "Mrs . Lawrence" was most likely Malinda J . 
Lawrence, a widow and fellow winter resident. 
In the 1918 Fort Lauderdale directory she is 
listed with residences on Riverside Circle in the 
Riverside Addition and Kalamazoo, Michigan. 
Along with D. C. Alexander , another acquain
tance of the Johnstons, she platted the Las Olas 
by the Sea subdivision on Fort Lauderdale 
beach . It is also possible that this is a reference 
to Anna E. Lawrence of New Paltz, widowed 
moth er of Johnston 's so n-in-l aw, Daniel 
Lawrence. 

42 Fort Lauderdale's Presbyterian Church (now 
First Presbyterian Church) met at various loca
tions until building a church on Las Olas Bou
levard in 1920. According to the March 2, 1917 
Sentinel, Rev. James P. Callahan was scheduled 
to preach at both the morning and evening ser
vices. The morning sermon, which Johnston at
tended, was titled, "Heavenly Recognition, or 
Will We Know Our Friends in Heaven?" The 
March 16, 1917 Sentinel added that Callahan, 



The "lift bridge" over New River at Andrews Avenue in downtown 
Fort Lauderdale (top) and the "new bridge" over New River Sound 
at Las Olas Boulevard, as they appeared in the late 1910s. 

from Knoxville, Tennessee, had been called to 
become pastor of the Fort Lauderdale Presbyte
rian Church but had not yet accepted. Appar
ently he never did, as he is not listed among the 
church's pastors. See August Burghard, The 
Days of Our Years Are Three Score and Ten ... 
(Fort Lauderdale: August Burghard, 1982), 12. 

43 Probably Florence (Mrs. Horace G. ) Gillespie, a 
winter resident from Bowling Green, Ohio, liv
ing on Metcalf Avenue according to the 1918 di
rectory. 

44 Sentinel editor and publisher Colonel George G. 
Mathews called "The Crisis" "the greatest pic
ture play that we have ever seen," in the March 
16, 1917 issue of his paper, but noted that the 
rain which Johnston mentioned kept many away 
from this showing at the Rex Theater. 

45 The "Buns" were Jacob Frederick and Eugenia 
M. Bunn, who lived on Riverside Circle. J. F. 
Bunn was Broward County's first County judge. 

46 The March 16, 1917 Sentinel commented, "A fire 
destroyed an old storage building on the old Tom 
Watson home site. Beside being used for stor
age, the building contained an acetylene gas 
plant and pumping plant." At the time the prop
erty was owned by D. C. Alexander, who oper
ated the former Watson home as the Las Olas 
Inn. 

47 According to the March 16, 1917 Fort Lauder
dale Sentinel, Reverend and Mrs. Zabriski were 
among the tourists leaving. 

48 Viscaya, which was completed in late 1916. 
' 9 Cora was the Johnstons' daughter, Cora J . 

Lawrence, born October 3, 1888. On the 1920 
census of New Paltz, she is listed as a book
keeper, living two doors from her parents with 

her husband, Daniel Lawrence, an electrician. 
She eventually moved to Fort Lauderdale per
manently, and is listed on the voter registra
tion rolls as living at 217 Southeast Fourth 
Avenue in 1940. Widowed by the 1940s, she in
herited her parents' home on South New River 
Drive after her mother's death. She resided 
there until her death in November 1974, rent
ing furnished rooms in the early 1970s. 

50 J.E. and Ida E. Hasbrouck, winter residents 
from Modena, New York, who lived on the beach. 

51 Mr. and Mrs. Steele were probably Edward B. 
and Venia Steele, who lived on Grand Drive in 
the Riverside Addition. 

52 The March 23, 1917 Sentinel reported, "Mr. and 
Mrs . G. E. Johnson, S. E. Johnson and Miss 
DePew of New York, who have been spending 
the winter here and living in the old Berryhill 
home, left Tuesday afternoon for their home in 
the north. They are fine people who add much 
to our town, and we hope to see them come each 
winter until they come to make this their home. 
They are subscribers to the Sentinel and have 
been for a long time." 

53 The wait was for the ferry across the St. Lucie 
River. The first bridge for automobiles over the 
river at Stuart did not open until1919. 

54 Johnston had reserved passage for his car and 
purchased railroad tickets in Jacksonville. The 
mail he received was waiting for him there, prob
ably at the Hotel Albert, where he had stayed 
on his way down and left blankets and winter 
clothing for pick up on his return. 

55 Van and Bess are the Johnstons' daughter , 
Elizabeth Lou Bogert and her husband, David 
V. Z. Bogert. Bess was born in January 1880, 
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and was teaching in the public schools in or near 
New Paltz in 1910. Van was a civil engineer 
working in New York City who had boarded with 
the Johnstons in New Paltz, before marrying 
Bess. The reference to their children is not clear. 
The Bogerts had one daughter, Helen, born 
about 1915 according to the 1920 New Paltz cen
sus. Their second child, George, is listed as only 
one year and two months old on the census. Pearl 
River is a city in Rockland County, New York, 
near the New Jersey border. 

56 Again a reference to the ferry over the St. Lucie. 
The bridge there was the last link completed on 
the Dixie Highway. 

57 "Mrs. Phil DB & Gertrude" were Emily DuBoise 
and Gertrude DuBoise, listed in the 1918 direc
tory as residents of Las Olas Beach and New 
Paltz, N.Y. 

58 Perhaps Charles S. Stevens, listed in the 1918 
city directory as a mechanic at the Broward Ga
rage, where Johnston kept his car. 

59 The only white school in Fort Lauderdale at this 
time was the Fort Lauderdale High School and 
Central School, which was built in 1915. The 
January 18 , 1918 Sentinel reported that 
Colburn's Minstrels, sponsored by the Fort Lau
derdale Woman's Club, were parading at noon, 
and would perform at the school auditorium in 
the evening. 

60 "Ralph & Mrs." have not been identified. 
6 1 The Halcyon Hotel at Avenue B and Twelfth 

Street in downtown Miami. 
62 Wallace is probably John A. Wallace, a fruit 

grower listed at South Second Street West and 
New River. The March 28, 1918 Sentinel lists 
A. J. Wallace selling chickens and grapefruit, 
perhaps the same person. 

63 John Olsson, a well-known contractor in Fort 
Lauderdale in the 1910s and 1920s. 

6'
1 Probably a reference to Fred Dichtenmueller, 

who lived at N.W. Second Street according to 
the 1918 city directory. 

65 Royal Palm State Park became the nucleus for 
the Everglades National Park, which opened in 
1947. 

66 Mr. and Mrs. P. H. DB are Mr. and Mrs. Philip 
H. DuBoise, and Mr. and Mrs. A. P. L. F. are 
Mr. and Mrs. A. P. Lefever. 

67 The Rex Theater was located on Wall Street. 
68 Johnston's reference here to the fine crops grown 

in Davie is significant. Agriculture was Brow
ard County's leading economic activity in the 
1910s, and the diary was written only a decade 
after the Everglades reclamation project began. 
Contemporary south Florida newspapers, chief 
among them the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, de
voted considerable space to discussing and prais
ing the region's rich agricultural production. 

69 The egg notations which begin this date appar
ently refer to the number of eggs Johnston got 
from the four hens he had purchased on Janu
ary 28. 

70 Jesse was Johnston's daughter-in-law Jessie, 
wife of his son Charles. 

71 Johnston is probably referring to a lecture on 
Christian Science with speaker C. I. Ohrenstein 
held at 8:00 this evening at the Rex Theater and 
announced in the Sentinel on February 8. 

72 William Schoonmaker was also a visitor from 
New Paltz, New York. 

73 The movie Johnston saw was "The Garden of 
Allah," described in the February 15, 1918 Sen
tinel as "One of the strongest pictures ever pro
duced on film." 

74 This was a concert by Fort Lauderdale's town 
band managed by Ed Mitchell and directed by 
G. F. Bates. An advertisement appeared in the 
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February 22, 1918 issue of the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel . 

75 The Sentinel carried a large advertisement for 
this auction of lots in the C. C. Ausherman and 
H. M. Davis Subdivision on February 22. Ac
cording to the paper, the auction was conducted 
for the American Land Company by "the Famous 
Penny Brothers, The World's Original Twin Auc
tioneers ," and featured a "Live Wire Band." On 
March 1, the Sentinel reported that the auction 
sold over thirty lots. 

76 Ardonia, N.Y. is a small town just south of New 
Paltz. The Palms was a rooming house on South 
Andrews Avenue operated by Elizabeth Kraft 
and popular with tourists. 

77 Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hornbeck have not been 
positively identified. They may be Loui s 
Adelbert and Frances Hornbeck of Ellenville in 
Ulster County, New York. The Hornbecks were 
a large old Dutch family from Ulster County, 
New York, and surrounding areas of the Hudson 
Valley. Several other members of the family 
settled in Fort Lauderdale. 

78 The movie advertised in the Sentinel for this 
evening was "Red, White and Blue Blood." 

79 The All States Party was organized by th e 
"Happy Hustlers" class of the Presbyterian Sun
day school, advertised in the Sentinel on March 
22, 1918, and held in Oliver's Hall on Brickell 
Av enu e in downtown Fort La ud erd a le. 
Indiana's victory over Ohio refers to a contest 
based on how many natives of each state at
tended. Ohio was the defending champion from 
1917. 

80 Steve and Bess and Bess's children's arrival was 
noted in the Sentinel on March 15, 1918: "Mrs. 
D. V. Z. Bogert, her two children and her brother 
S. L. Johnston of New Plaza [sic.], N.Y. arrived 
last week and will spend the balance of the sea
son with their parents, Mr. and Mrs. Geo . E. 
Johnston at Riverside." 

8 1 Philmont is another New York town, northeast 
of New Paltz. 

82 The March 15, 1918 Sentinel reported Deyo's 
departure: "J . Deyo and family of Gardiner, 
N.Y., who spent the winter here, left last Mon
day for their northern home. Before leavi ng Mr. 
Deyo said that he greatly regretted leaving this 
climate and hoped to return again next fall. " 

83 Mr. Henry is George E. Henry from Winches
ter, Massachusetts, who, later in the year, be
gan construction of the Broward Hotel, Fort 
Lauderdale's first large "tourist hotel" at An
drews Avenue and Las Olas Boulevard . The 
1918 city directory shows Mr. and Mrs. G. E. 
Henry living at Las Olas Beach . The building 
Olsson had erected for him was a two-story , 
twenty by thirty-six foot garage with two apart
ments upstairs described in the March 22, 1918 
Sentinel. 

84 This "new apartment" was the Wallace Apart
ment. The Sentinel reported its com pletion in 
the March 22, 1918 edition. 

85 Mr. Al exa nder is David Clifford "D. C." 
Alexander , prominent Fort Lauderdale realtor. 
Although Alexander is usually associated with 
the Las Olas Beach area, which he developed in 
the 1910s, and where he later lived, his home is 
listed in the Riverside Addition in the 1918 city 
directory. 

86 Probably James M. Harman, manager of the 
Broward County Automobile & Garage Com
pany. 

87 This is probably a reference to Belvedere-style 
homes. Other entries show Johnston's interest 
in buildings and construction as he prepared to 
build his own house in Fort Lauderdale. 

88 In 1918, the courthouse was located in the 
former school building on South Andrews Av
enue. 

89 "S.L.J." is apparently Johnston's son Steve
Stephen L. Johnston. 

90 Atlantic Coast Line and Seaboard Air Line-rail
roads which later merged to form the Seaboard 
Coast Line Railroad . 

91 A detailed account of Johnston's new house ap
pears on the front page of the March 29, 1918 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel. Titled "Building 
Boom Here Continues Into Summer," it re
counts: "Three new residences were begun last 
week ... One of these is a residence for Geo. E. 
Johnston of New Platz [sic.], N.Y. , one of our 
regular winter residents. This building which 
is being constructed by contractor John Olsson 
is located on South River street just east of the 
Christian Science church. The building is to be 
a bungalow of the California type. On the west 
in front is a living room 14 x 19. Back of the 
living room is a kitchen 8 x 12 feet and back of 
the kitchen is a screened-in dining porch 8 x 12 
feet. On the east are two bed rooms each 11 x 
12 feet , and between the bed rooms is a bath 6 x 
8, two closets and a hallway. The building is to 
be heated during the cold winter days with a 
large fire place on the eas t of the living room. 
Across the front is a large screened-in porch 8 x 
28 feet. The house is modern in every particu
lar, even the kitchen having complete built-in 
furniture." 

92 "Jo E. & Mrs. HB" are Mrs. and Mrs. J . E . 
Hasbrouck. 

93 Camp Joseph E. Johnston at Black Point in 
Jacksonville served as a training base for quar
termaster troops during World War I. In 1940 
it was incorporated into the Jacksonville Naval 
Air Station. Interes tingly, this notation is the 
only allusion to wartime activities in Johnston's 
diary. 

94 Charles and Jess are the Johnston's son, Charles 
Ackert Johnston , born April1882, and his wife , 
J essie A. Johnston. Charles is listed on the 1910 
census as a farmer in New Paltz Township. 

95 On December 20, the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
noted, "Mr. & Mrs. Geo. E. Johnston of New 
Paltz, N.Y. arrived in our city last Monday to 
spend the winter. Mr. and Mrs. Johnston are 
regular winter residents of Ft. Lauderdale and 
have a beautiful home here located on South 
River street. 

96 Mr. Oaks was most likely Charles W. Oakes, 
who lived at "River View Court" on South New 
River Drive in Fort Lauderdale and in India
napolis, and who appears in the 1918 city direc
tory. 

97 The Jane VI was a private yacht owned by E. P. 
Ordway of New York. The December 20, 1918 
issue of the Sentinel noted its arrival in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

98 The sand barge belonged to Wright Shackleford 
and "sank at her docks just east of the Andrews 
Ave. bridge," according to the J anuary 3, 1919 
Sentinel. Although, as J ohnston noted, salvage 
efforts had begun as early as December 19, the 
barge was not fl oated until December 30. 

99 C. & J . are Charles and J essie Johnston. 
100 Perhaps a reference to Benjamin and Alice Free

man, also New Yorkers who wintered in Fort 
Lauderdale. According to the 1918 Fort Lau
derdale City Directory, they lived in Saratoga, 
N.Y. and on Dixie Highway South in Fort Lau
derdale. 

101 The "overburden" was fill dirt Johnston was 
having put on his house lot on South New River 
Drive. 

102 The Sentinel reported the Christmas services 
and celebration at the Baptist church in its De
cember 27 edition . The church was located on 
the northwest corner of Las Olas and present
day Southeast Third Avenue. According to the 
Sentinel , in addition to the sermon and prayers 
noted by Johnston, the event consisted of mu
sic , recitations, and the unveiling of a Christ
mas tree "loaded with fruits and candies, which 
were given to the children of the Sunday School." 

103 The zeppelin was also reported in the Decem
ber 27, 1918 Sentinel , which described it as "a 
large dirigible balloon, varying in length from 
50 to 500 feet , depending on the imagination of 
the one describing it ... " 

104 "Mrs. Jo" may refer to Mrs. Johnston or Mrs. 
Joe Hasbrouck. Palarine was probably a brand 
of oi l. 

105 The "lighter" was the sand barge mentioned in 
the January 19 entry. 

106 According to the J anuary 3, 1919 Fort Lauder
dale Sentinel, N. A. Butterfield, "one of our win
ter residents," began erection of a "new, modern 
bungalow" on Las Olas Boulevard and Pratt 
Street . Plans called for a one-story, frame house 
with five rooms, two screened-in porches, and a 
large firepl ace. 

107 The Broward Hotel, which opened in the fall of 
1919, was completed earlier in the year and was 
advertising in the Sentinel as early as January 
17. 

108 The meaning of these two words is not clear. 
109 FrankL. and Mary Damon, who lived on South 

New River Drive East and Kenton, Ohio, accord
ing to the 1920-21 Fort Lauderdale City Direc
tory. According to a notice in the J anuary 17, 
1919 Sentinel, the Damons were related to the 
C. W. Oakes family mentioned in note 96. 

110 Biggs is probably John Biggs, listed on Atlantic 
Boulevard at Las Olas Beach in the 1920-21 Fort 
Lauderdale directory. 

11 1 "Sam the barber" is Samuel D. Clifton, who with 
Henry J . Driggers operated the Snow White Bar
ber Shop on the corner of Brickell Avenue and 
North River Drive. 

11 2 The "Hindo Village" is probably a reference to 
the Musa Isle Trading Post and Seminole Vil
lage, which had opened by 1919. For further 
information on this popular tourist attraction, 
see Patsy West, The Enduring Seminoles, From 
Alligator Wrestling to Ecotourism (Gai nesvi lle: 
Univers ity Press of Florida, 1998). 

113 The church lot is a reference to the First Chris
tia n Science Church, located next door to 
J ohnston's home. Johnston's driveway crossed 
part of the church property. 

114 Mrs. D. T. Firor, who lived on Atlantic Boule
vard at Las Olas Beach and at Lemon City, ac
cord ing to t he 1920-21 Fort Lauderdale 
directory. The Firors were pioneers of the 
Lemon City area. 

115 The Huguenot National Bank was located in 
New Paltz, New York. Many of the early set
tlers of New Paltz were of French Huguenot and 
Dutch ancestry. The late seventeenth and early 
eighteenth century homes of a number of Hu
guenot families , including the Hasbroucks and 
Deyos whose descendants came to Fort Lauder
dale, have been preserved . 

116 Crim is probably Henry C. Crim, an Illinois-born 
merchant who operated a general merchandise 
store on Wall Street in the late 1910s. Crim 
constructed Crim's Variety Store on the corner 
of Andrews Avenue and Wall Street in 1921. 

11 7 "Mrs. B" a pparently refers to Mrs. Bogert , 
Johnston's son-in-law Van Bogert's mother. 

11 8 Torry Island is located at the southeast corner 



of Lake Okeechobee, adjacent to Belle Glade. 
119 According to the January 24, 1919 Sentinel, the 

movies playing on January 30 were ''Under Four 
Flags," "75-Mile Gun" and "Mutt and Jeff." 

120 Miss Elizabeth Kraft, who, like the Johnstons, 
lived on South River Drive East according to the 
1920-21 Fort Lauderdale directory. 

121 These individuals have not been positively iden
tified. An Alonzo 0. Bliss is listed at 1432 Fort 
Dallas Park in the 1918 Miami city directory. 
Another possibility is John C. Bliss, principal of 
the normal school in New Paltz. 

122 This may be a reference to the New River Inn 
on the river just west of the F.E.C. Railway 
tracks. 

123 Mr. Fowler was William M. Fowler, a plasterer 
who resided on East South Street. 

124 The "C.S. Lecture" was a free program titled 
"Christian Science the Liberator of Mankind?" 
presented by John Randall Dunn a member of 
the board of the Mother Church in Boston. This 
lecture was reported in the January 31, Febru
ary 7 and February 14 issues of the Sentinel. 
The February 14 paper printed Dunn's fu ll text. 

125 George was the Johnstons' grandson, George 
Bogert, Van and Bess's year-old son. 

126 On this date and again on February 28 Charles 
sent his parents a suitcase loaded with veg
etables grown on the rich mucklands at Torry 
Island. 

127 The small settlement of Griffin, named after the 
Griffin family, was located on present-day Grif
fin Road and the South New River Canal west 
of Davie. It is now part of the Town of Davie. 

128 Mr. Cusack has not been identified. 
129 The Palm , owned and operated by Captain Nor

man Fitzhugh and his son Arthur, carried the 
mail, as well as passengers and freight, from 
Fort Lauderdale to the settlements on the south 
shore of Lake Okeechobee from 1916 until about 
1920, when the mail for the lake settlements 
was routed through West Palm Beach. An in
teresting and humorous account of the Palm 's 
career on the North New River canal can be 
found in Lawrence E. Will , Okeechobee Boats & 
Skippers (St. Petersburg: Great Outdoors Pub
lishing Company, 1966), 97-104. 

130 This was Bess Dupuy who had accompanied the 
Johnstons to Florida in 1917. 

131 John Aunapu , Estonian-born pioneer Ever
glades farmer and boat captain, resided at Davie 
until1916, when he moved to Lake Okeechobee. 
A sketch of Aunapu's career also appears in Will, 
Okeechobee Boats & Skippers, 122-128. The lo
cation of Fisher's Store is more confusing. Ac
cording to Will , Howard Stowe operated the 
store and post office on Torry Island, while 
Samuel J. Fisher and other local farmers 
started a cooperative store at nearby South Bay. 

132 Kittredge and Olliver are C. D. Kittredge, part
ner in the Fort Lauderdale Mercantile Company, 
and Frank Oliver, partner in the Oliver Bros. 
(later Pioneer) Department Store in Fort Lau
derdale. Flanders is W. W. Flanders of Sunapee, 
New Hampshire and Fort Lauderdale, a Fort 
Lauderdale building contractor and large stock
holder in the Fort Lauderdale Mercantile Com
pany. A number of Fort Lauderdale 
businessmen had homes on Torry Island in the 
late 1910s and 1920s. Kittredge managed the 
Mercantile Company's store on the island ac
cording to the December 20, 1918 Sentinel. On 
January 10, 1919, the paper reported that Oliver 
had rented his Fort Lauderdale house for the 
winter and was farming 100 acres of tomatoes 
at Torry Island. 

133 Maybe a reference to H. H. Hart of Miami, who 

was selling land in the upper Glades according 
to the February 14, 1919 Sentinel. Okeelanta 
was a settlement at the intersection of the North 
New River and Bolles canals about two miles 
south of Lake Okeechobee. 

134 An article in the Sentinel on this day concerned 
the fad of naming homes, and mentioned that 
the Johnstons had named their new home 
"Paltzdale." 

135 The "Saro" was probably the Sanibel , a seventy
five foot yacht owned by George R. Hill of 
Towanda, Pennsylvania, which burned in the 
bay at the mouth of the Miami River on this date 
according to the February 23 Miami Herald. 

136 Mr. Dexter and McCan have not been identi
fied. 

137 Mr. Extine is also unidentified, although the 
1918 Miami city directory s how s three 
Ecksteins-Nelson, Milton 0. , and Ernest M. 

138 Nellie or Nettie, as she is referred to in the 
March 10 listing, was apparently connected to 
the Bogert family. 

139 Mrs. Ambrose may be the wife of Fred Ambrose, 
an electrician living at 240 Eighth Street in 
Miami, according to that city's 1918 directory. 

14° Construction on the Tamiami Trail began in 
1916, and a sixty mile stretch westward from 
Miami as well as a small section in Lee County 
were completed before World War I. Work did 
not resume until the 1920s, and the highway 
was eventually completed across the Everglades 
in 1928. See Marjory Stoneman Douglas, The 
Everglades, River of Grass (Coconut Grove: Hur
ricane House Publishers, Inc., 1947), 342-43. 

141 "Howels" may refer to the home of either H. F., 
John H. or Warren H. Howell , all listed as farm
ers in Davie in the 1920-21 Fort Lauderdale di
rectory. 

142 In 1919, federal income tax was due on March 
5. See the Sentinel, February 21, 1919 for addi
tional information. 

143 The Palmers are Mr. and Mrs. J . M. Palmer, 
winter visitors from Chicago. They are men
tioned in the January 10 and 17 issues of the 
Sentinel. 

144 Prospect was an unincorporated community lo
cated on Prospect Road at today's Fort Lauder
dale Executive Airport . 

I 
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145 This was Captain T. H. Newman of the yacht 
Kemah. The March 7 Sentinel reported that the 
other two tarpon weighed ninety-two and eighty
seven pounds, and called Newman the "cham
pion tarpon fisherman of the season." 

146 Mrs . Bissell may be Mrs. Frank C. Bissell of 
Miami, who lived at 135 Tenth Street, accord
ing to the 1918 directory. 

147 The March 21, 1919 Sentinel ran a substantial 
article, "Rain Causes Heavy Losses," which de
scribed extensive damage to the vegetable crops 
at Colohatchee, Pompano and the prairies west 
of Dania and Hallandale. "Around Davie," the 
paper commented, "the loss was nearly total." 

148 The canning factory was operated by the V. 
Taormina Company of New Orleans and manu
factured tomato paste. 

149 Probably Samuel Thompson, who lived on Dix.ie 
Highway between Fort Lauderdale and Dania. 
According to the 1918-19 and 1920-21 Fort Lau
derdale directories, he was a "caretaker," prob
ably at the grove Johnston mentions. Broward 
County voter registration records list him as a 
sixty-two-year-old farmer in 1920. 

150 Mrs. Boucker is probably Mrs. A. H. Bowker of 
New York, mentioned in the February 8, 1918 
Sentinel. Her husband was a vegetable com
mission merchant. 

151 The March 28, 1919 Sentinel reports, "George 
Johnson [sic.] and family left last Tuesday by 
auto to make a tour of the state before starting 
for their home in New York. They will return 
early next fall. " 

152 "Ubo" City is Ybor City. 
153 The presence of noted evangelist Billy Sunday 

in Tampa was the subject of some editorial barbs 
between Colonel Mathews' Fort Lauderdale Sen
tinel and the Tampa Tribune. The Tribune com
mented, "We hereby invite George G. Mathews 
of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel to Tampa to stay 
during the entire Billy Sunday revival. We think 
George needs some attention. " Mathews re
sponded, in his March 14, 1919 edition, "We are 
truly pleased that Billy Sunday selected Tampa, 
as we do not know of a city more in need of spiri
tual guidance than Tampa ... We are glad to 
report that Fort Lauderdale, thanks to the Sen
tinel , is not in need of the great Evangelist . 

wrvr 'YY~· 1 
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George E. Johnston's diary. 
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The Collected Memoirs of 

Dewina Frost Branch 
Recollections of a Dania Pioneer 

PAPA 

Papa was born in Denmark on 
September 30, 1847, in Tustrup, 

near Skjorpinge Station. He had one 
brother, Soren, and one sister. He 
never mentioned his father and said 
that his mother drowned in theN orth 
Sea in shallow water and believed 
she suffered a seizure. After his 
mother died different families took 
the children to live with them. Papa 
lived with Jeppe Neilsen who had a 
store . Mr. Neilsen took special inter
est in him and taught him store man
agement and he eventually was his 
chief clerk and bookkeeper for seven 
years. He also carried the Royal Mail 
for two years between Aalborg and 
Balum-a distance of 20 miles. 

This area of Denmark was under 
German rule and they were drafting 
men in the German Army. When he 
became a young man he lived in fear 
that this would happen to him. Uncle 
Soren was not eligible for the draft 
because of flat feet. 

He read everything he could 
about America and decided he 
wanted to make a new life there. His 
benefactor knew nothing of his plan. 
At the age of 26 he made his way to 
Liverpool, but without enough money 
to pay his passage to America. He 
boarded a ship unnoticed and came 
here as a stowaway. He often said he 
never forgot seeing the Statue of Lib
erty for the first time and what it 
meant to him.1 I believe it was at this 
time that he changed his name to 
Frost. He never mentioned his real 
name and don't know of anyone who 
knew it. 

Mter his arrival he made his way 
to Springfield, Illinois and worked on 

In addition to being one of Broward County's most prominent early 
citizens, Andrew Christian Frost led a long, full and adventurous life, 
from his immigration from Denmark as a young man to his numerous 
business and political enterprises. Although not the first resident of 
Dania, Frost is regarded as the city's "founding father." He worked as 
colonization agent for the Model Land Company which had platted 
the community, built and operated its first store, post office and pack
ing house, and served as first president of the town council upon in
corporation in 1904. Frost was married three times. His third wife, 
Katrina, accompanied him to Florida and survived him by over twenty 
years. 

This article, written by the Frosts' youngest daughter in the early 
1980s, offers a view of their lives from a family perspective, preserv
ing, with humor and an eye for detail, many anecdotes and recollec
tions of their personal lives that might have otherwise been lost to 
posterity. Dewina Frost Branch was born in Wisconsin in 1898 and 
came to Dania with her family in 1902. A longtime Broward County 
resident, she died in 1988. Her Memoirs were typed by her daughter 
Jane Harding, and are reprinted here courtesy of her granddaughter, 
Cris Pacetti. 

the State Capitol and the Leland Ho
tel. This job led him to the wheat 
fields in Illinois where he cut his knee 
very badly with a scythe. They put 
him in the poor house because he was 
unable to care for himself. He was 
there for about a year and was so 
neglected that his knee did not heal 
properly. He contracted typhoid fe
ver and sent for his sister to care for 
him. She also contracted the disease 
and died as a result of this illness. 

After he recovered from this ill
ness and the loss of his sister, a man 
befriended him and staked him to a 
horse and buggy, some patent medi
cines and yankee notions. He had a 
spiel about the medicine and what it 
would do (like the old-fashioned trav
eling medicine men did which were 
prevalent in the country at the time). 

He never forgot the words to this 
spiel. He told me of one incident when 
he stopped at a farm house and the 
farmer's wife told him their hogs had 
cholera. He told her it would cure 
them and he made a sale. About a 
month or so later he was in this same 
area. He didn't realize it but knew it 
when he saw the farm from a hill. As 
he approached it the farmer's wife 
came running toward him. There was 
no turning back. He was afraid her 
hogs had died. However she shouted 
to him, "I'm so glad to see you. All 
my hogs recovered and I want a big 
supply of your medicine." 

He then made his way to south
ern Wisconsin to an area called New 
Denmark in Brown County. This 
move was in 1876. He went into busi
ness with Hans Beyer and they 



started a general store and he re
named the town Kopenhagen, New 
Denmark. After one year he sold his 
share of the business to his partner 
and went a hundred miles from there 
into the wilderness of Oconto County. 
He took a homestead of 80 acres, 
named it Maple Valley and married 
Marion Gregersen. He built a log 
cabin first and started a little store 
and applied to the post office depart
ment in Washington, D.C. for a post 
office. They granted him the post of
fice after one year with the under
standing that he would carry the 
mail, free of charge, from Oconto to 
Maple Valley-a distance of thirty 
miles. This post office was named 
Maple Valley and he was appointed 
the first postmaster. This post office 
was supplied from Oconto Falls-a 
distance of fifteen miles. The postal 
authorities allowed only forty per 
cent for stamps that were sold and 
this did not begin to pay the expenses 
to carry the mail so he had to pay a 
mail carrier $150 a year until the 
mail route was established. However, 
the red tape did not end here-in or
der to establish the post office he had 
to have more than one post office. He 
accomplished this by campaigning 

and setting up six post offices on the 
proposed mail route. He then circu
lated a petition for a mail route to 
supply these post offices between 
Oconto and Keshena which was im
mediately effected. 

He then built a hotel, a new store 
and a home. He also erected other 
buildings including a blacksmith 
shop and a wagon shop. He named 
this area Frostville. During this pe
riod in his life he and Marion had four 
children, Gregers , Mettie, Antone 
and Martin. He was elected Justice 
of the Peace, Member of the Town 
Board and Secretary of the Schools 
for several successive years. 

In 1884 his wife died and left him 
with four children. In 1885 he mar
ried his neighbor's daughter, Char
lotte Hansen, and they had one 
daughter, Lottie. When Lottie was 
two years old Charlotte died of tu
berculosis (she did not drown in a 
creek as reported in newspaper ar
ticles here). 

I believe it was at this time that 
he sold his store and business inter
ests to E. H. Gilkey and H. M. Lord 
and the hotel to his brother-in-law, 
Andrew Gregersen. After the sale of 
his properties he returned to Den-
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mark for six months. His children 
were left in the care of Myrtle 
Gregersen, his sister-in-law. 

When he returned from Denmark 
(I imagine it was not easy to find 
someone to care for his children) he 
hired my mother who had just come 
from Denmark and needed employ
ment. Her name was Katrina 
Johnsen and she took care of the chil
dren and his home. They married 
some time later in Maple Valley. 

His ambition took him still far
ther north and to more wilderness. 
He built a hotel there so that he 
would not have to travel to and from 
the camps. (He was also in the log
ging and lumber business for about 
17 years). He incorporated a town 
called Mountain, applied for a post 
office and was appointed postmaster. 
He also hired a mail carrier from 
Gillet to Mountain until the Govern
ment established a mail route. 

In addition to his hotel and lum
ber business he built a store and a 
home. During his early years in 
Mountain he established the town of 
Armstrong and [was] elected its 
chairman for four years. He was also 
a member of the Oconto County 
Board at this time. 

Andrew Christian Frost (above, standing on stump) probably taken at the newly completed schoolhouse 
in Frostville, Wisconsin, in the early 1880s (courtesy ofCris Pacetti), and (right photo) as a member of the 
Wisconsin Legislature, ca. 1895. 
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Despite the fact that he dictated 
this information to me during the 
time I was in business college and I 
still have the original copy, it is very 
difficult to correctly interpret all of 
his many personal and business ac
tivities. The time lapse between all 
of these ventures were not dictated 
to me and all that can be done is to 
list them as he told me. 

There was no railroad in Moun
tain at this time but they had a stage
coach from Kenesha. He was also 
elected Justice of the Peace for sev
eral years. 

In 1895 he was elected Represen
tative from Oconto County to the 
Wisconsin Legislature. 2 He was well 
known by this time and was elected 
mainly for his knowledge of the lum
ber business. "When the legislature 
adjourned that year Senator Withee 
chartered a special train and invited 
the legislators to take a trip to visit 
the Illinois Legislature which was in 
session at the time. There were 100 
members invited and they arrived in 
Springfield in the evening. The next 
day they were escorted from their 
hotel by a committee of arrangement 
to the State Capitol and resolutions 
of welcome were passed and the cour
tesy of both houses was extended to 
the Wisconsin Legislators. The Gov
ernor of Illinois gave a reception in 
their honor and the Mayor granted 
the freedom of the city to the mem
bers." (This was dictated and I inter
preted his exact wording.) 

Ex-Governor Scoefield was at the 
meeting in Springfield and invited 
Papa to visit Tallahassee in the in
terest of the Tallahassee, Georgia 
and Carrabelle Railroad Company.3 

They wanted him to advise them 
about a land grant the company had 
been given by the State of Florida to 
build a railroad from Tallahassee to 
the Gulf. They also wanted him to 
head a project to bring northerners 
there to settle on the grant. I sup
pose this was because he had gained 
quite a reputation as a colonizer by 
this time. 

While he was in Tallahassee the 
Florida Legislature was in session 
and through the influence ofthe rail
road officials the courtesy of both 
houses was extended to him and re-

corded in the journal. 
When he returned to Wisconsin 

from Florida, the Chicago and North
western Railroad Company had 
started running a branch railroad 
from Gillet through Mountain to 
Leona. He donated twenty acres to 
the railroad company for town and 
depot purposes and had twenty acres 
platted in town lots. He also donated 
six acres for saw mill purposes. His 
next move was east of Mountain 
about eight miles. He had sold his 
hotel to a Mr. Moun tour from Antigo, 
Wisconsin, and erected several build
ings on Granite Lake (also known as 
Crooked Lake). He started a summer 
resort and hunting ranch. He also 
went into the sheep raising business 
with E. H. Gilkey and they bought 
500 sheep from South Dakota. Some 
time later he sold the sheep business 
to his partner and his resort to Mr. 
Newall of Gillett. 

After this the move was back to 
Mountain where he built a home and 
lived there a short time. During his 
term in the legislature he visited the 
Chicago World's Fair with his col
leagues. 4 While there he met Henry 
Flagler and J. C. Ingraham who was 
Vice President of Florida East Coast 
Railroad. 5 Mr. Flagler was looking for 
land agents and invited him on a trip 
to Florida with Mr. Ingraham and 
him. Mr. Flagler had just extended 
the railroad from West Palm Beach 
to Miami. 

When the train stopped at Fort 
Lauderdale they got off and Papa ex
amined the soil. He wasn't impressed 
with what he saw and decided it was 
too low for farming. They continued 
south and stopped after about five 
miles. He examined the soil again 
and said he thought it was more fer
tile and was amazed that it was just 
a mile from the ocean. Their desti
nation was Miami and when they 
arrived he put in for his land grant. 

The following is a quote from an 
article in the Miami Herald: "We 
were surprised to find the following 
in Miami correspondence of March 
1897. 'A.C. Frost ofWisconsin is here 
from Palm Beach with a letter of in
troduction from the land department 
of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railroad and is seeking land for a 

colony'-that was ten years before we 
supposed Frost was to have reached 
Dania taking over the town from the 
Chicago Danes who preceded him." 

He returned to Wisconsin and 
brought his family to Florida. We 
first moved to Titusville. Greg had 
finished school at Dixon Law College 
in Illinois and Mettie had taken a 
teacher's course at the same school. 
All of the children came to Florida 
except Martin, who preferred to re
main in Wisconsin and work in the 
lumber company. 

No one was very happy in 
Titusville. Living conditions, espe
cially the water, were very bad and 
not what we were used to. We had to 
use rain water for most every pur
pose. This prompted Papa to move us 
to Dania. 

There were only two married 
couples and three bachelors living in 
Dania when we arrived. In a short 
time Papa had a temporary prefab
ricated house built while he could 
have a permanent home built for us. 
The prefabricated one was sent down 
from Jacksonville. He also built a 
store which also housed a post office 
and he was appointed postmaster. 
John O'Neal (who had married 
Mettie) and two of the older boys 
were in partnership in the store. 

The Seminole Indians traded in 
the store and would buy the splen
did cherries he sold. These cherries 
would sell very quickly. The Seminole 
women and children would have to 
wait outside under the trees because 
their men would not allow them in 
the store. 

In a short time he had Dania 
settled and sold over $100,000 worth 
ofland for the railroad company. He 
was elected President of the City 
Council (I believe Dania was the first 
incorporated city in Broward 
County). He then organized the Da
nia Packing House Association and 
built a large packing house (prior to 
this there were only tar paper shacks 
to pack tomatoes). The railroad com
pany was pleased with his operation 
and they sent him through several 
of the northern states to advertise the 
east coast of Florida. I believe it was 
at this time that Mr. Flagler gave 
him a large diamond stickpin for his 



Main Street (now U.S. Highway 1) looking north, Dania, ca. 1911. 

efforts. He is wearing it in the pic
ture that was made for the lobby of 
the Broward County Courthouse. It 
is a three-section mural made in New 
York from a very small snapshot. It 
is something of which we can all be 
proud. 

In 1907 Greg accompanied him 
to Denmark. They were there six 
months and the rest of the family 
stayed in North Carolina. 

The following year he made an 
extended trip through the southern 
and western states and visited a part 
of Mexico, San Francisco and ended 
his trip at the exposition in Seattle. 
(John O'Neal and J. C. Ingraham ac
companied him on this trip. ) 

He became ill in 1911 and re
turned to Mountain. The year before 
he left (1910) he assisted in establish
ing the Dania Bank and was a stock
holder and director in the bank. 
During this time he also assisted in 
the hiring of I. T. Parker who came 
highly recommended to him and was 
from Louisville, Georgia. I remember 
the first bank clearly. It was located 
on the northeast side of the beach 
road where the big banyan tree was 
and was a very small, one-story 
building. 

From 1911 to 1914 when he was 
in Mountain (he still had his home 
there) and even though he was ill he 

was elected Chairman of the town for 
two terms and was also a member of 
the county board. He also assisted in 
organizing the Farmers Bank in 
Oconto and was a stockholder and di
rector for two years . In 1914 he sold 
out his interest to A. McAllister and 
returned to Dania. 

PAP A REMEMBERED 

][)
uring the last year that we lived 
in Mountain (I was about 15) 

Papa planned another trip to Den
mark by himself. He wanted me to 
go with him but I really had a fear of 
crossing that big ocean. He had or
dered some new clothes from Sears 
and Roebuck and Mama discovered 
some fancy shirts in the dresser 
drawer. Several were silk and one 
was pink as I remember. She was 
really upset about this. I don't recall 
how long he was gone, but he brought 
back a gorgeous red Swedish fox fur 
for me. Perhaps it was because I was 
the youngest girl but [I] was labeled 
his favorite from then on. 

When we were living in our sec
ond home in Dania Papa had given 
each of us children a lot on Federal 
Highway located about where the air
port is now. He had a chance to sell 
this at quite a profit and he asked us 
to deed them back to him and we 
were all glad to do it. 
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There were many times when he 
would need Mama's signature in his 
real estate transactions. She would 
be busy with her household chores 
and he would say, "Katrina, come and 
sign this ." She would want to know 
what she was to sign and he would 
answer, "Nevermind, just sign it." 
She must not have known just how 
much property they owned. 

Papa loved music and we always 
had a piano and a phonograph (the 
early ones with the big horn). The 
only song I ever heard him sing was 
"In the Sweet By and By." On Sun
day afternoons after our main meal 
and the table cleared, he would be 
dressed in his best clothes, and would 
get his stack of records ready to play. 
They were mostly patriotic ones, "Un
der the Double Eagle" and "Stars and 
Stripes Forever" by John Philip 
Sousa. When he played the "Stars 
and Stripes Forever" I almost ex
pected him to stand at attention. He 
also had "Listen to the Mockingbird" 
and "My Darling Nellie Grey." He 
would turn the volume up so loud and 
play these records for a long time. 
Everyone in the house would have 
some visiting or some other social 
plans for the afternoon. 

Papa was a real American and 
our flag (ordered from Sears and Roe
buck and the biggest he could buy) 
would fly each day from the top of 
our house and would almost dwarf 
the building. 

When I was in eighth grade in 
Wisconsin all of the girls were to 
make an apron by hand and they 
would be judged by the County Su
perintendent of Schools in Oconto 
and his judges. About 300 aprons 
were submitted from the schools. My 
apron won first prize and they gave 
me a gold pin inscribed for this honor. 
I remember that he was so proud you 
would have thought I had really per
formed some sort of miracle. 

When his health began to fail I 
was in my late teens and he was 
spending the winters in Dania and 
the summers in Wisconsin. He would 
sit in the cellar and drink buttermilk 
and this made a big improvement in 
his health. He depended on Martin 
to carry on his business interest 
when he was away and relied on him 
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a great deal. 
Papa was a very hypertensive 

man and when he was in the legisla
ture he would take a nip of whiskey 
from a small flask he carried when 
he would have to make an important 
speech. 

When Papa was interested in 
politics he would write articles for the 
Fort Lauderdale News. Mr. J. C. 
Matthews was editor of the paper 
then. 6 I would type these articles for 
him and his criticism was sometimes 
pretty strong. There were times when 
I would question the use or spelling 
of a word that he used, but they were 
always right. I would drive him to Mr. 
Matthews' home to deliver the ar
ticles which was near the present 
courthouse and is still standing. They 
would discuss his articles which were 
often meant to expose crooked poli
tics or other controversial matters 
and Mr. Matthews would say that he 
agreed with Papa but that he could 
not print them. Papa would then ask 
him what he was afraid of. During 
these visits I would visit with his 
daughter, Sara, who was one of my 
close friends. 

What manner of man was my fa
ther-to have overcome all obstacles
a foreigner in a new land, poverty, 
death of loved ones, handicapped 
with a stiff leg, and many other ad
versities? I believe he was a man of 
no horizon. 

MAMA 
lLJT er father was a farmer and her 
Jl ..llmother was crippled with rheu
matism and was confined to a wheel
chair most of the time . The only 
incident I remember her telling of her 
early childhood was concerning the 
pet dog that she and her sister had. 
One day they were playing in the 
fields and a snake bit the dog. They 
ran home crying and carrying the dog 
in their arms. Her mother told her to 
feed it warm milk and it recovered. 

Her parents lived in a section of 
Denmark that was also under Ger
man rule and they were heavily taxed 
and it was very hard for them to make 
a living. 

Their religion was Lutheran and 
she studied the catechism regularly 
when she was a child. She was con-

"Mama," Katrina Frost, 1922 (courtesy of Cris Pacetti). 

firmed at the age of 12. When she 
was old enough she worked in a bak
ery in town. When there was a wed
ding they would have to work extra 
hard baking fancy cakes and pastries 
for it. The wedding celebrations 
would last for days with street danc
ing, music and feasting. 

After this job she learned to sew 
and had a small portable sewing 
machine and went from door to door 
sewing for families. She stayed in 
town and would go home on week
ends to care for her family and her 
invalid mother. She would take home 
the food and necessities that she had 
bought and would cook enough for 
the week so that she could go out and 
make the living. 

She had heard about America 
and dreamed of going there. She 
saved every cent that she could spare 
and planned her trip and told her sis
ter that she would send for her as 
soon as she could. Her trip was first 
to Liverpool and then to America. 
She spoke very little English and pro
tected her money by pinning it to her 
underclothing. She made this voyage 
on a small ship and when they had 
been at sea about a week they en
countered a very bad storm. The ship 
had three decks and the storm so se
vere that the waves would go over 
the entire ship. They had a lot of Jew
ish immigrants on board and they 
were weeping and wailing. At this 
time she had little hope that they 
would survive, but the storm finally 
subsided and they landed in New 
York. I don't know how long she was 
there or how she got to Wisconsin 
and the area where Papa lived. 

She got a job in Maple Valley do
ing housework and Papa hired her 
to take care of his young family. The 
children were in need of good care 
and she worked extra hard to get 
things in order. This was a full-time 
job with five children which included 
sewing and knitting. Lottie was very 
sick with colitis and needed extra 
care. 

I asked Mama why she had mar
ried a man with five children and she 
would answer , "I guess it was 
counted out for me"-in other words, 
it was meant to be. 

After they left Maple Valley, 
Mama also cooked for Papa's hotel. 
She baked all the bread and pies and 
baked beans on a wood stove . The 
lumberjacks would come to town on 
weekends to rest . They would drink 
beer in the several saloons there. I 
remember them (during my child
hood), they wore bold plaid shirts 
held together with huge safety pins 
in the back. 

Mama was expecting her first 
child about this time , Sheridan 
(named for General Sheridan). He 
weighed 13 pounds when he was born 
and she almost died during his birth. 
It was such a hard delivery that they 
sent for the doctor in Oconto. She had 
to walk on crutches for some time. 

When Papa was on one of his 
trips and was gone for several 
months, she did not hear from him 
and thought that he had perhaps 
drowned in the Mississippi River. 
There was no railroad into Mountain 
then, only the stage. One day the 
stage arrived and everyone went to 
meet it, including Mama. Papa got 



off and she said she fainted for the 
first time in her life. 

She often said that she could not 
have survived if it had not been for 
Aunt Mary's help. Greg, Antone and 
Martin were all young and were of 
some help, but just like all young 
boys, they had other things to do. 
Greg loved to read and sometimes 
they would find him in the loft read
ing when he was needed to help with 
the chores. 

I believe it was at this time in 
Mountain that Mamie and Sherman 
(named for General Sherman) were 
born. Mter Papa sold the hotel and 
when they moved to Crooked Lake, I 
was born (Dewina Manilla). He 
wanted a boy and wanted to name it 
Dewey, after Admiral Dewey. It did 
not dismay him when I was a girl, he 
changed the "y" to "i" and added "na." 
I have often wondered if there is an
other "Dewina" in the world. It was 
40° below zero the day I was born and 
they had to give me a toddy with 
whiskey to keep me warm and the 
boys argued over who was to feed me. 
They piled quilts on Mama to keep 
her warm and kept a big fire going. 
Papa, of course, was gone and I be
lieve he was in Madison on business . 

We had some bad storms in Wis
consin and one day Papa saw a black 
cloud coming toward us on the other 
side of the lake. He knew it was a 
cyclone. Mama was at the foot of the 
hill milking a cow and he screamed 
for her to come to the house but she 
refused. We had a storm cellar and 
he had already gathered the children 
there. The storm came quickly and 
uprooted numerous trees and 
dumped them into the lake . 

The summers were beautiful and 
there were wild roses all around the 
lake. There was a mountain to the 
north and it appeared to be dark blue 
from a distance. Indians lived there 
and when we slept in the boathouse 
at the bottom of the hill we could hear 
them passing by. There was another 
lake nearby, just wagon width be
tween the two and it was called Mud 
Lake. People used to say that it had 
no bottom and I wonder if this was 
meant to frighten us children because 
it was a deep lake. 

Mama used to tell us stories by 

Hans Christian Andersen whose 
birthplace was Denmark. There was 
also the story of "Jack and the 
Beanstalk." When she told us this 
story she would pronounce Giant as 
"Joint" and this would bring laugh
ter from us children. There was one 
story we would beg her to tell over 
and over again called "The Little 
Match Girl." It was a sad story about 
a little girl who was selling matches 
in the snow and used her last match 
to warm herself and eventually died 
from the cold. 

After Papa had sold his sheep 
business and we moved back to 
Mountain, Lincoln (named for Presi
dent Lincoln) was born. 

All of these events at Crooked 
Lake and Mountain took place after 
Papa's venture to Florida with Mr. 
Flagler and he then wanted Mama 
to move to Florida. This must have 
been a shock to her because it meant 
leaving her relatives (Aunt Mary and 
Uncle Ote and their children) and 
friends and starting a whole new life. 
She must have tried very hard to 
make the change despite the disease 
and living conditions in Florida . 
However she wanted to return to 
Mountain and we returned to the 
home that Papa still owned there. I 
was about 12 years old and we stayed 
for four years. Papa would come up 
in the summer and return to his busi
ness in the winter months. 

The train trips from Dania to 
Mountain must not have been easy 
for her. It took three days and nights , 
with layovers in either Jacksonville 
or Chicago, depending on what time 
of the day you left. At first there 
would be six children to look after 
and that would not be an easy task 
for anyone. I remember one trip in 
particular when we had to spend the 
day in Chicago. When we arrived 
there we had to transfer to the Big 
Four and during the ride from sta
tion to station I can see those big 
horses (like the ones Anheuser-Busch 
has) and the noise they would make 
on the brick streets. This was very 
exciting for us children because even 
the depot looked like a city to us. 
Sherman was in knee pants on this 
trip and Mama couldn't find him 
when it came time to board the train. 
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We all looked and finally found him 
at a news stand. After we boarded 
Mama asked the conductor if she had 
enough time to get some sandwiches 
for the trip and he assured her she 
did . However, after she left, the train 
started moving and we children were 
frantic because we thought we were 
leaving Mama behind. The conduc
tor quieted us and told us that we 
were not leaving and that the train 
was only switching. 

Papa really liked Mama's cook
ing, especially her chicken soup with 
Danish dumplings . No one could 
make them like she did. Also her veg
etable soup with her home grown 
vegetables and tiny meatballs. She 
always had a parsley bed and pro
nounced it parsilly (her accent again). 

During the four years when we 
returned to Mountain she boarded 
two teachers from our school. They 
must have liked it at our house be
cause they stayed the entire four 
years we were there. Food in Wiscon
sin was not a big problem because of 
the dairy industry and unlike Florida 
there was no need for refrigeration 
most of the year. 

Papa built another home in Da
nia (on Federal Highway) so that 
Mama would come back. Our old 
home was moved to the back street 
where Sheridan and Agnes lived. 
Mama returned to Dania and it 
wasn't long before she had her chick
ens and garden growing. 

Mama was always very indepen
dent and liked to make her "spend
ing" money. She sharecropped with 
a black man and they grew cabbage 
and other vegetables for market. 

She was instrumental in organiz
ing the Episcopal Church in Dania 
(it was near the Lutheran belief). 
Their first minister was a Rev. Tracy 
from India. 7 Papa thought very 
highly of him. (In 1980 I attended a 
Pioneer Luncheon where about 400 
attended and Mrs. Annie Beck sat 
next to me. Her husband had owned 
and operated the first drug store in 
Lauderdale. She told me she was a 
member of our Episcopal Church and 
had attended Papa's funeral which 
was held in our home and also re
members Rev. Tracy officiated). The 
1926 hurricane destroyed the church 
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Reverend R. D. Tracy, ca. 1920. 

and it was never rebuilt. 
Papa had money in the bank for 

Mama but when the depression hit 
our country she lost it all . I was mar
ried and living in Miami at this time 
and we also lost everything we had 
saved. It was rumored (as it must 
have been in other parts of the coun
try) then that the bank officials did 
not experience any loss because they 
had most of their money in safety 
deposit boxes. 

In the mid 1940s Mama's health 
began to fail. This became clear to me 
because we h ad rented our house for 
the season and moved in with her in 
her apartment for these months. I 
wanted to take care of her during this 
time and enjoy being with her. Her 
eyesight began to fail and, despite the 
fact that I took her to the doctor's in 
Miami, she did not improve. Her in
dependent nature would not allow for 
us to care for her in any way except 
to pay her rent while we were living 
with her. She was suffering from 
hardening of the arteries and at 
times was senile and easily upset. 
She finally suffered a stroke and was 
hospitalized in H ollywood where 
Martin had taken her. I had just lost 
Dan [Dewina's husband) in a car ac
cident and was able to come as soon 
as I heard that I was needed. After 
surveying her living conditions I 
made a trip back to Miami to take 
back linens, cooking utensils which 
she needed. Her apartment was .in 
bad condition- Martin h ad the win
dows fixed- ! saw that the plumbing 

was put in sh ape and Mamie and I 
pa inted h er bedroom. Mamie was 
packing tomatoes, but helped all that 
she could. After I took her home she 
could not be left alone and I hired a 
woman to just sit with her during the 
day while I did the housework and 
cooking. This meant a 24-hour a day 
job for me but meant a great deal to 
me that she did not have to be put in 
a home and could spend her last days 
in her own bed. 

I am very proud of my mother 
because she was a hard working lady 
and was always there to help her chil
dren. 

l\1A!RYLAND 

A fter Papa's health began to fail, 
we went to Maryland for the 

summer. Papa had bought a three
story house on the water. You might 
describe it as a bay. It wasn't far from 
Baltimore. Hob and Mamie came 
with us the first time. We would drive 
through the country and one day 
Papa saw an old grist mill. The owner 
said that he did not have the money 
to repair it and needed a lot of work 
done on it to make it operative. Papa 
bought it and had it in running con
dition again. I don't remember what 
happened to this property and imag
ine that he eventually sold it. 

While we were there we would 

take sigh t-seeing boat trips into Bal
timore. We visited one beautiful park 
there, Druid Hills Park. We also vis
ited Washington D.C. and took in the 
entire town. We stayed at private 
residences and went through the 
Capitol and other places of interest. 
Hob sat in the President's chair and 
Mamie and I saw all the first ladies' 
gowns at the Smithsonian Institute. 
This was all very tiring for Papa and 
he had to rest a lot. I didn't go on the 
next trip because I was married and 
expecting my first child, Dick. They 
made the trip again. However Mamie 
said that Papa was so weak they 
were unable to go on the trips we had 
made before. 

DAN~A KUMTE FACTORY 

T here was a kumte factory a 
short distance from the high

way on the south side of the beach 
road. The fruit resembled a small 
brown, velvety pineapple in sections 
and had a terrible odor. The Indians 
used it for starch. There was another 
factory (much larger than the one in 
Dania) close to Hallandale on the Old 
Dixie and when you approached it 
you had to hold your nose . They said 
that it made wonderful fertilizer . The 
Historical Society in Miami has done 
a lot of research on kumte. 

The Frost family and other Danish settlers at the second A. C. Frost 
house, referred to by Dewina as the "old home." Frost built his third 
and final Dania home in 1915 (courtesy of Cris Pacetti). 



Katrina Frost with her grandson, Richard Harris (daughter Dewina's 
firstborn child), 1922 (courtesy of Cris Pacetti). 

DliCK'S CRADLE 

W hile we were living in Dania 
after I was married and Dick 

was a baby Papa made him a cradle . 
He took two cheesebox covers, cut 
them in half and put a board in be
tween them. He nailed them on an
other board and then put a clothes 
basket on this and secured it. He 
would rock Dick in the cradle and 
Mama could not believe it because he 
had never done anything like this for 
one of his own children. Of course he 
had always been a very busy man in 
his younger years and I believe he re
ally enjoyed being a grandfather. 

THE TELEPHONE 
COMP Al'\Y-liN DAMA 

W hen Dan and I lived in Miami 
he worked for the telephone 

company. A Mr. James owned the 
telephone company in Dania and had 
a small office, switchboard and liv
ing quarters upstairs in a tin build
ing next to the Roper Hotel. He was 
trying to get Papa to buy it and he 
knew that Dan knew the business 
well. During one of our frequent vis
its to Dania Papa asked Dan's opin
ion about buying the business. He 
told Papa that before he made Mr. 
James an offer he would like to look 
over the equipment and lines and 
would do so the first chance he had. 
We came up the next week and Papa 
said he had already bought it. Dan 
was upset about it but quit his job of 
long standing and we moved to Da
nia. I was ill and had to have an op
eration. I stayed at Mama and Papa's 

and Dan stayed at the office where 
the switchboard was. After investi
gating the equipment he told Papa it 
was in bad shape as the poles had to 
be replaced and also new lines. He 
had to get an operator for the board 
while he worked during the day on 
the lines and he would take the board 
at night. 

The repair and maintenance took 
all of our profit and to add to our 
troubles I had to go to Miami for an 
operation, which Dr. Jackson per
formed, and was in the hospital six 
weeks. When I had recuperated from 
this we finally moved upstairs in the 
office living quarters. It had very 
little furniture and I could not climb 
the stairs. The business kept getting 
worse and it was making barely 
enough money to meet our living ex
penses. 

We finally decided to give it up 
and move back to Miami. Papa sold 
it to Mr. Young (Hollywood founder). 
We had just enough money to move 
to Miami, but Dan got his job with 
the telephone company back and we 
started all over again. 

Papa had always helped all ofhis 
children and wanted them to succeed 
in whatever endeavor they entered. 
I know he was trying to help us too 
and wanted us to take the money he 
had received for the sale of the com
pany, but Dan refused. 

OUR LliFE liN DAMA
THE EARLY DAYS 

0 n the west side corner of the 
beach road there was a saloon 
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with a dance hall upstairs. Saturday 
nights they would have dances. The 
Danes played violins and they were 
very good musicians. The parents 
would spread quilts in the back cor
ners and we children would watch 
and eventually go to sleep. 

Mr. Ed King built Mr. Hinkley's 
cabin (he was the first builder in 
Broward County). Mr. King used the 
pine trees on the property for the 
cabin and would ride his bicycle from 
Fort Lauderdale. Mr. Hinkley was 
from Jesup, Georgia, and his wife ran 
a hotel there. I can remember at 
Christmas time she would send cakes 
to her husband. Mr. Hinkley was a 
horticulturist and had beautiful flow
ers shrubs and exotic trees which 
we;e imported from as far as Japan. 
He also had a tree house for the boys 
and built a tower where we could see 
the ocean (a mile away). His Great 
Dane dog knocked me down one time 
and I screamed for help, but Mr. 
Hinkley came to my rescue and found 
the dog standing over me. 

His gardens were a favorite spot 
for the young couples to stroll on Sun-

Dewina Frost at age sixteen, 1915 
(courtesy of Cris Pacetti). 
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day afternoons. My sisters, [and] 
Maggie and Pearl Roper with their 
escorts would all dress in their Sun
day best and spend the afternoon 
there. 

When I was small, about ten, 
Haley's comet was due to appear. 
People had predicted it would be the 
end of the world. I was very fright
ened, but wouldn't let anyone know. 
It appeared east over the ocean and 
I really couldn't look because of my 
fear. It looked like a kite with a tail. 
This happened about two o'clock in 
the morning. 

During the First World War we 
made a trip to Wisconsin for the sum
mer. Papa had a seven passenger 
Hudson car. He never could learn to 
drive because of his stiff leg. Hob, 
Mamie's husband, drove and we 
camped out. We were really packed 
in the car and were on the road about 
ten days. There were no road maps 
then and Papa would ask someone 
how far the next town was and they 
wouldn't know because they had 
never been there. I think this made 
Papa a little angry that people could 
be ignorant about such a thing. The 
car was very dusty and the boys had 
written on the back of the car "Damn 
the Kaiser" and "To Hell with the 
Kaiser." Of course, Papa, as well as 
all Americans, hated him too. 

It was very rough going through 
the mountains in Tennessee. The 
roads were wagon width, nine feet , 
and the wheels of our car had to ride 
on the side of an embankment. They 
also had large bumps in them. These 
mountaineers didn't want any 
"furiners" riding their roads. We 
would take the Old Dixie all the way 
to Jacksonville and across to Madi
son, Florida (the road here was brick, 
very narrow and warped in places). 
From Madison to Valdosta and on to 
Wisconsin. The summer would al
ways be lots offun in Mountain. We 
would pick berries , fish at Crooked 
Lake and enjoy the July 4 th celebra
tion. 

Mettie and Lottie would go to the 
dances with Pearl and Maggie Roper 
on Saturday nights at the Pioneer 
House. The Pioneer House was 
owned by the Stranahans and to get 
to it you had to ferry across New 
River (of course there was no bridge 
at that time) . 8 They danced the 
"Cake Walk." I talked to Mrs. Strana
han shortly before she died and was 
delighted to recall those memories 
and remembered the good times my 
sisters had there. 

I shall never forget the minstrel 
shows which came to Dania (at that 
time they did not stop in Fort Lau
derdale). There were "Silas Green 

A. C. Frost (far right) with his family and a largeAmerican flag at his 
third home, 1918. The portrait in the oval frame at left is of his son 
Sherman who was serving in World War I at the time. 

... 

A. C. Frost (courtesy of Cris 
Pacetti). 

from New Orleans" and "The Orange 
Blossom Special." It took them all day 
to pitch the tent where the woman's 
club is now. The show started at noon 
with a parade and "wonderful" mu
sic. There would always be a large 
crowd with people coming from Lau
derdale, Hallandale and all sur
rounding areas . Then there would be 
the excitement of the big tent filled 
with people at night. They would be 
singing, telling jokes and having a 
delightful time. 

After I was married and living in 
Miami, there were Tomato Day Fes
tivals with a selected queen and to
mato fights , ending with fireworks 
and a barbecue. Many celebrities at
tended, such as Babe Ruth, Sophie 
Tucker and many others. 

When I was in my late teens an
other such event was held in Miami. 
Each city was represented by a king 
and queen for a parade and celebra
tion. Bert LaBree was to be the king 
and I the queen. I was very shy and 
would not accept, even though I knew 
Papa wanted me to represent Dania 
very badly. I have always regretted 
not accepting this honor because it 
would have pleased him. 

There was very little social life 
for the young people then, but we had 
beach parties on moonlight nights 
and we would roast marshmallows 
and play games. We were always 



Dewina Frost's betrothal 
portrait, ca, 1919 (courtesy of 
Cris Pacetti). 

chaperoned, usually by the first Mrs. 
Frank Neville and we all loved her. 
Mrs. Luther Sparkman was also in
terested in young people and she had 
many parties in her home for us. 

We all went to grade school in 
Dania (where the park is located 
now) in a small building. All of the 
students were in one building. Our 
teacher was Mrs. Harry Tubbs. When 
I was about 12 years old we went to 
Wisconsin and I graduated from the 
eighth grade there. We came back to 
Dania and I entered the first year of 
high school in the new and larger 
building which held the lower grades 
and the first two years of high school. 
The lower grades were on the first 
floor and the high school students 
were on the second. The principal 
taught the high school students. Miss 
Kitrell was our music and art 
teacher. She was from Nashville and 
had composed a march and played 
this for all grades to march up and 
be seated at assembly time. She 
taught two days a week in Hallan
dale. She taught me her march and I 
played it for the students on the days 
when she wasn't there. In my class 
there were Sidney and Jessie 
Mullican [Mulliken], Loretta LaBree, 
Ethel Kindred, Lillian Dixon (these 
were the people that I remember 
well). After I completed the first two 
years we were bused to Fort Lauder-

dale High (where the Landmark 
Bank Building is now).9 The driver 
started at Hallandale, picked up stu
dents there and then Dania. The bus 
was very rickety and the main road 
(U.S. 1) was white rock and had large 
holes in it which really shook us up. 
On the return trip home we would 
go via Davie and return students. 
One student, Ed Viele, was from 
Davie and owns Viele Groves. The 
trip to Davie was even worse than 
U.S. 1 and I can remember what a 
bouncing we took. 

Paul Bryan's mother lived across 
the street from school. Her home was 
on the south side of the school and 
she would serve a cafeteria style 
lunch for the students. (Paul was 
once sheriff of Broward County.) 

All the girls took French and the 
boys Botany and the same teacher 
taught both subjects and was from 
Paris. She was a big fan of Luther 
Burbank and when the boys didn't 
know their lesson they would ask her 
a question about him and the lesson 
would stop. Before you knew it the 
class would be over and she would 
have forgotten about the time. 

When I was in my first year of 
high school, D. W. Griffith, the movie 
producer, came to Fort Lauderdale 
to make the movie "The Idol Dancer." 
It starred Richard Barthelmess and 
Clarine Seymour. They all were stay
ing at the Fort Lauderdale Hotel 
which had just opened. 1o 

I had just seen "Birth of a Na
tion" and was so thrilled that these 
famous people were near us. We girls 
would ride our bicycles to the 
Marshall home (just north ofthe air
port) and watch the filming. I remem
ber one scene where Miss Seymour, 
who had black hair and was very 
beautiful, had a red hibiscus in her 
hair and Mr. Barthelmess had on a 
brightly colored shirt. The scene was 
under a coconut tree and they shot 
this scene over and over again. This 
was a great thrill for all of us girls 
and we couldn't stop talking about it. 

Mter high school, Papa wanted 
me to go to college. He wanted a good 
education for all of us and I could 
have gone to any college I wanted, 
but I chose to go to business college 
in Miami. I lived in an apartment 
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Advertisement from the June 25, 
1920 Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
for the movie The Idol Dancer, 
which was filmed in Broward 
County. 

there for some time, but never was 
interested in following a business 
career. 

Lil Dixon was my best friend and 
her mother ran the boarding house 
in town. The young people would at
tend Epworth League at the Meth
odist Church and then go to the black 
services to hear and enjoy their mu
sic. The next stop was the swing on 
the porch at the boarding house. I 
was dating a young man, Al Mathers, 
whose brother was depot agent in 
Dania and he acted as his assistant. 
Al stayed at Mrs. Dixon's boarding 
house and one Sunday night we had 
a date. Papa had strict rules about 
being in by 10:30 p.m. Unfortunately 
young people really don't realize how 
fast time passes when you're out on 
a beautiful Florida moonlight night. 
As harmless as it was, we were late 
getting home and as Al and I turned 
the corner we could see Papa walk
ing down the middle of the street to
ward us. I was very frightened but 
Al assured me he could handle the 
situation. He went through a long ex-
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planation about time slipping by too 
fast, and Papa finally said, "Well, 
don't ever let this happen again." 

Mama kept chickens but the 
chiggers would eat at their heads and 
they would become infected, espe
cially their eyes. Mama would put 
kerosene on them to kill the insects. 
There was sand everywhere and 
Papa had a high board fence built 
around our backyard so the wildcats 
couldn't take the chickens. 

The boys hunted quail in the pine 
woods between Dania and Hollywood 
and also deer west of Dania. This was 
quite a treat in those days because 
there was not an abundance of fresh 
meat. 

Mr. S. M. Alsobrook bought land 
from a Mr. Clark, who grew pine
apples (Abecca variety). It was lo
cated where the cemetery in Dania 
is now and extended to near Sheri
dan Street in Hollywood. Papa also 
grew pineapples on the adjoining 
land. A man whose name was Nelsen 
also had a peach orchard near here 
(approximately where Martin's house 
is). 11 They were very small but very 
sweet. He would always let us chil
dren eat some for a treat. 

There was no fresh meat at first, 
but Papa would meet the train where 
the meat was kept in the baggage car. 
They would cut off a piece and it al
ways had to be cooked immediately 
because we had no refrigeration. We 
had a cow and kept it on the marsh, 
but it ate the poisonous oleander and 
died. We grew bananas on the marsh 
and called them "horse bananas." 
They resembled plantain. The Indi
ans brought us fish and in turtle sea
son the boys would turn turtles. We 
used the turtle egg yolks for pan
cakes. We only had pumpwater and 
Mamie came down with black ty
phoid fever which was a very severe 
case. Dr. Thomas S. Kennedy stayed 
at our house several days nursing her 
through the crisis. He gave her 
strychnine (a drop at a time) when 
her heart would stop beating. Mama 
had to pin diapers on her and all her 
hair fell out. She had had straight 
hair, but when it grew out it came in 
curly ringlets. She had to learn to 
walk again. Mama took us to Wiscon
sin when summer came and she re-

covered rapidly. She picked and ate 
the wild sauerkraut growing around 
the rocks and had a very strong crav
ing for the tart taste. Martin had 
walking typhoid and he had to be 
watched because he would go to the 
train station in his underwear and 
try to catch the train. 

Dr. Kennedy was also our den
tist but he had only forceps for pull
ing teeth. At one time Mamie had a 
toothache and Mama sent for Doc. 
Mamie stood between his buggy 
wheels and he extracted her tooth. 
However, this time he pulled the 
wrong tooth, one of her big jaw teeth. 
I can remember her running and 
screaming to hide. 

They had a piano in one of the 
grocery stores in the black section of 
town. I remember the music well. It 
was jazz and sounded just like Fats 
Waller's music. There were fights on 
Saturday night in this section and 
they would cut each other with ra
zors. Papa would send for Doc to sew 
them up. When the black population 
in Dania seemed to be getting out of 
hand Papa sent to Georgia for a tough 
constable . I remember he walked our 
streets and wore a double gun hol
ster. 

The big tent revivals would come 
to town and they would give the "old 
fire and brimstone" routine. Papa 
would never go, but Uncle Press 
(Roper) would send the preacher to 
visit Papa. Papa would tell the 
preacher that he lived by the Golden 
Rule, read his Bible and believed that 
honesty was the best policy. (If he 
owed a debt that was due and didn't 
have the money to pay it he would 
borrow again so he could pay it back 
on time and keep his credit good.) He 
asked the preacher to do him a favor 
during one of his sermons. He said 
that he farmed extensively and other 
farmers borrowed his equipment, but 
they didn't return it, and he would 
appreciate it if he could bring this 
subject up in one ofthe meetings. The 
preacher agreed that he would. The 
night of the first sermon it was very 
late when he heard clanking noises 
in the backyard. The next morning 
he went out and found some small 
pieces of equipment that were re
turned all broken and rusted. The 

preacher returned to see Papa and 
he reported that some old things had 
been returned, but none of any value 
and that he was still missing his 
larger equipment. Late that night the 
same thing happened and they had 
returned plows, harrows, etc., but 
they were in the same condition as 
the smaller pieces. 

Mama attended the Methodist 
Church and helped with the benefit 
suppers they gave. They served oys
ter stew (one of Papa's favorites ). 
Papa was disappointed because he 
only got about two or three oysters 
in the stew so he told the 
minister,"You know, I don't believe 
the Lord wants you to steal for Him." 

The visiting ministers would stay 
at the Roper Hotel and Uncle Press 
tippled a little. He had indulged one 
evening and he heard the minister 
returning so to hide the odor he 
grabbed for an onion and choked on 
it. Papa sent Antone after Doc in 
Lauderdale. Papa said,"! don't care 
if you have to kill the horse, but 
hurry!" When Doc arrived he took the 
buggy whip and pushed the onion 
down Uncle Press' throat. 

When I was dating, my girl friend 
and I, with our beaus, would go for a 
boat ride. They had a small boat with 
an Evinrude motor. We would go 
through Whiskey Creek, through 
Lake Mabel (Port Everglades) and 
follow the Intracoastal Waterway to 
Fort Lauderdale Beach and to the 
lighthouse at Hillsboro Beach. It 
would be dark when we returned. 
When we went through Whiskey 
Creek we would blow a small whistle 
for the old man to let us through. We 
would have to do this several times 
before he would appear. He looked 
like a hermit with long, tangled hair 
and beard. We waited after many 
blows from our whistle and he would 
finally appear uttering a few profane 
words and let us through. The rum 
runners from Nassau would hide the 
whiskey in the tomato fields near the 
water there and then the bootleggers 
would pic~ it up at night. 

When I was about six years old I 
would ride with Papa to Miami in a 
horse and buggy. He had a good 
friend there, Fred Morse, who was in 
the real estate business. He would 



visit with Mr. Morse and do his bank
ing there. Flagler Street was 12th 
Street then and Miami Avenue was 
Avenue D. I remember the bank with 
the lion heads in front and there was 
a small grocery store with a sagging 
roof where I would go to get my penny 
candy and cracker jack. I remember 
some time later Papa mentioned that 
Mr. Morse told him he had a bargain 
for him which was a block on Bis
cayne Boulevard. It was available for 
$1,000. Papa declined and said that 
he would rather invest in Dania and 
continue farming. When we left Da
nia for Miami, we went through Hal
landale on the Old Dixie (then a sand 
road), then Ojus (the Indians named 
it), Buena Vista (163rd Street) and 
Lemon City. We had to leave Dania 
very early, about daybreak, and start 
back early because the horse flies 
would almost eat the animal. 

There was much talk about ren
egades living in the Glades west of 
Miami and killing egret and smug
gling out the feathers. They were 
shipping them out in mattresses be
cause it was illegal at the time. They 
would embark south of Miami at Co
conut Grove. They were finally 
brought to justice for the killing of 
these birds. 

We really looked forward to 
Christmas. We didn't have a tree at 
home, but they would have a commu
nity tree in the Methodist Church. 
There was always a Santa Claus with 
presents. 

One morning in 1911 the wind 
started blowing and Papa said that 
this was a hurricane. There was a 
hotel across the street which was 
then run by a Mrs. Webb (later Mrs. 
Bloom). They had just put a new ad
dition with four pillars in front which 
made an "L" shape. The wind blew 
all day and most everyone made it to 
the hotel. I crawled under a sofa. The 
ocean rolled up the streets of Dania
a tidal wave. The blacks' shacks were 
blown flat and a lot of them were 
killed. There were numerous tin 
buildings on the main street of Da
nia and sheets of tin flew through the 
air and there were a number of 
people killed. There was no weather 
bureau then or a daily newspaper. 
The new pillars of the hotel were 

taken off. We only lost a few shingles 
from the roof of our home. The Dan
ish carpenters had built it well and 
it was all Dade County pine. 

The opening of the Dixie High
way after its completion was a big 
event. They had a parade and some 
of the people rode in those old model 
cars with the tops down. I was about 
ten years old and remember the big 
archway they made from palm fronds 
and native flowers. This was impor
tant for us because the road was then 
open for us through Florida to Chi
cago. I remember I had a good spot 
near the archway to watch every
thing closely. 

About ten years ago the Junior 
League of Fort Lauderdale gave a 
coffee at the Pioneer House for the 
Pioneers. 12 I was undecided whether 
to attend or not, but decided to go out 
of curiosity and the pioneer subject. 
When we entered we were all given 
name tags which included the date 
we had first come to the county. My 
year was 1902. 

Mter refreshments and speeches 
the president of the League re
quested that the person having the 
1902 date come forward. It was I, and 
reporters interviewed me and took 
my picture. The Junior League was 
celebrating the barging of the King
Cromartie home up the New River 
to a site next to the New River Inn 
(Fort Lauderdale's first hotel and 
built by the first builder, Mr. King). 13 

This was a very expensive project to 
undertake, and I believe that they de
serve a great deal of credit for pre
serving some of our past. 

Soon after, several of the League 
members visited me in Plantation 
and asked for my help in details of 
finishing their project. This included 
landscaping and other details for the 
home. I found a Milk and Wine lily 
and a Louis Phillippe rose for them 
because these were very popular at 
that time. 

I also told them about Crop-Ear 
Charlie, the Seminole Indian who 
was ostracized from his tribe because 
he had warned a family who lived on 
the river of a raid that the Indians 
had planned. 14 They punished him 
and cropped his ears and from then 
on he existed alone by begging for 
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food and living alone. Carl Goodbread 
told me that his mother would give 
him food from her kitchen door. Carl 
and I attended high school together 
and we would see each other at our 
recent reunions. The League had a 
puppet show built at the home tell
ing the story of Charlie for the chil
dren. 

~NOTES~ 
1 Frost must have seen the Statue of Liberty on a 

subsequent trip to New York, since he arrived 
in the U.S. in 1873 and the statue was not con
structed until 1886. 

2 Frost was actually elected in 1894, and began 
his legislative term in 1895. 

3 Edward Scofield actually served as Governor of 
Wisconsin from 1897 to 1901. 

4 This chronology is incorrect. The World's 
Columbian Exposition took place in Chicago in 
1893, Frost began his term in the Wisconsin Leg
islature in 1895, and the Florida East Coast 
Railway was extended from West Palm Beach 
to Miami in 1896. 

5 "J.C." Ingraham was actually James 
Edmundson Ingraham, vice-president of the 
F.E.C. and who, as president of the Model Land 
Company, was responsible for the development 
of towns along the rail line. 

6 "Mr. J. C. Matthews" was actually Colonel 
George G. Mathews, founder, editor and pub
lisher of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel from 1910 
to 1924. After Mathews sold the paper it was 
renamed the Fort Lauderdale Daily News and 
is today the Sun-Sentinel. Mathews and Frost 
became close friends and political allies during 
the 1910s. 

7 Rev. R. D. Tracy, who was also minister of All
Saints Episcopal Church in Fort Lauderdale. 

8 Although recounted here after the account of the 
1917 trip to Wisconsin , this reminiscence evi
dently refers to an earlier period. The first bridge 
across New River was constructed in 1904 at 
Andrews Avenue. Ferry service resumed in 
1906, when the bridge collapsed, but stopped 
permanently when the bridge was replaced the 
following year. See Cooper Kirk, "Foundations 
of Broward County Waterways ," Broward 
Legacy, vol. 8, nos. 1 & 2 (Winter/Spring 1985), 
8. 

9 In 2001, the former Landmark Bank building is 
NationsBank. 

10 Actually the Broward Hotel , on Andrews Avenue 
and Las Olas Boulevard. 

11 On the west side of U.S. Highway 1. 
12 About 1973. 
13 The New River Inn is Fort Lauderdale's oldest 

surviving building constructed as a hotel. It was 
erected in 1906 on the same property as an ear
lier, wooden hotel building, also owned by the 
P.N. Bryan family. The King-Cromartie House, 
built by Edwin T. King on the south bank of the 
New River in 1907, was moved to the city's his
toric district adjacent to the Inn in 1973. 

14 Crop-Eared Charlie has been the subject of much 
confusion and many legends in Broward County. 
According to Lake Worth pioneer Charles Pierce, 
who came to south Florida in 1872, Charlie Ti
ger had his ear cropped that year for betraying 
the identity of another Seminole who had par
ticipated in killing a white family near New 
Smyrna years before. Crop-Eared Charlie died 
in Fort Lauderdale in 1918. 
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Photo above shows the parade opening the Dixie Highway through Dania, 1915. Below 
is Dewina Frost Branch, 1981, standing in front of a photo mural in the Broward County 
Courthouse showing her father (far right) with a grandson and A. C. Campbell (courtesy 
of Cris Pacetti) 
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