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THE LAST

Newspaper Excerpts
from 1899 and 1900

-----.•.-----

With the dawn of the year 2000,
and the new Millennium, many con
temporary commentators have pre
sented retrospectives of the twentieth
century and predictions for the next
one hundred years. In 1900, the re
gion which fifteen years later became
Broward County was still part of
Dade County, which stretched from
the St. Lucie Inlet to the upper Keys.
Only four years earlier, Henry
Flagler's Florida East Coast Railway
had penetrated the east coast south
of Palm Beach. The 1900 United
States census listed approximately
125 people residing in the area be
tween Deerfield and Hallandale. l

Almost all inhabitants, with the ex
ception of Seminole Indians camped
on Everglades islands or hammocks,
lived along the coastal ridge and river
valleys. A few made their homes on
the beach.

Although newspapers would not
be published in Fort Lauderdale for
another ten years, local news was
published in the Miami Metropolis
and West Palm Beach's Tropical Sun,

both weekly newspapers. In addi
tion, the Jacksonville Florida Times
Union, a daily and Florida's largest
newspaper, occasionally published a
small column of Fort Lauderdale
news. From these papers, in addi
tion to learning about the comings
and goings of their neighbors and ac
tivities in southeast Florida's larger
communities, inhabitants of the
southeast Florida frontier could keep
up with events of state, national and
international importance.

During the last months of 1899
and the early part of 1900, newspa
pers reported the Philippine Insur
rection, the Boer War and the coming
presidential election, as well as local
events. The following excerpts pro
vide a sampling of the era's local
news, as well as some surprisingly
modern-sounding observations on
the changing century.

---.•.---

On December 28, 1899, the Tropi-

cal Sun wished its readers a happy
New Year, with a special emphasis
on the county's agricultural base:

MAY THE HAPPy NEW YEAR
bring joy and prosperity to THE SUN
readers, patrons and friends every
where. But it is for the producers,
the soil tillers of Dade that we most
sincerely wish to see a prosperous
year coming. These men have
bravely faced the disasters of former
seasons in a determination to win
success from the virgin soil. May
Fortune shine on them all and may
the year 1900 reward them bounti
fully for the faith they have shown
by their efforts in Dade's great de
velopment.

---.•.---

Local news from Pompano at the
end of 1899 was reported in the De
cember 7, 1899 Tropical Sun:

Pompano Pointers
Geo. O. Butler and a corps of as

sistants are making a survey of some
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The topic of centuries was a theme of the Tropical
Sun's masthead, which contrasted the discovery
and exploration ofFlorida in the sixteenth century
with the "modern" times of the nineteenth.

Ironically, the caption ''XIX Century" was not
changed to ''XX Century" until April 1902, and the
accompanying illustration remained the same.

railroad lands.
W. M. Smith, the pioneer trucker

of Pompano, has been on the sick list
but is now better.

A census of the populace here,
taken by Paul Jacobs, gives it at 106;
this gives a growth of eighty in three
months.

The genial representative of
THE SUN was in town on Monday
last, and to say he hustled would be
putting it mildly. He was, however,
amply rewarded with a large sub
scription list to the "people's paper."

Franklyn Sheen was down look
ing, as he always does, after the in
terests of the truckers; he and others
have formed a company and will
carryall the tomatoes and other
truck to transportation, by water,

Ca l! them not sojimdly back,
Al! the dead, lost days that rUII

J)lIrk~v thro' the Glllss of Time,
Toward the Setting l!f the SUII,

'Iowan! the Shadow ofth» 'valley
/uu! the Slimmer that is done.

which is by far the best and cheap
est.

The undersigned was duly ap
pointed agent for THE TROPICAL
SUN and will try to represent the
people of this section, and would ap
preciate the aid of all who are inter
ested in making Pompano the banner
truck section of the East Coast.

---.•.---

The December 8 issue of the Mi
ami Metropolis recounted news from
Dania, as well as advertising a cough
remedy, and relaying local romantic
gossip:

Dania Dots
F . J . West has sold the place in

which he was interested here to A.
W. Beed of Iowa. Mr. Beed is an old
orange grower with years of experi
ence with a large grove on Halifax
river. He has great confidence in the
success of his venture. R. S. King is
the efficient manager of the property
and will doubtless make a success of
it.

R. C. Standley is here and will
engage truck-growing with his
brother and Mr. Langston.

One of the nicest places in this
section is that ofG. B. Hinckley. Un
der the careful attention of R. L.
Standley it bids fair to become prof
itable as well as attractive.

Townley Bros. guarantee every
bottle of Chamberlain's Cough Rem
edy and will refund the money to any-

The Tropical Sun's tribute to the new year, from the December 28,1899 issue.
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ATLANTI C OCEA N

MIAMI, DADE COUNTY. FLORIDA, DECEMBER 29, 1899. PRiCE 5 CENTS.
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6 SURPRISE

Several local businesses used new year and new century themes in advertisements
on the front page of the December 29, 1899 Miami Metropolis.



one who is not satisfied after using
two-thirds of the contents. This is the
best remedy in the world for la
grippe, coughs, colds, croup and
whooping cough and is pleasant and
safe to take. I t prevents any
tendancy of a cold to result in pneu
moma.

Crop prospects are fine; the out
look is for an increased acreage.

Speaking of good nature, we have
an instance that beats the record.
One of our young men seems to be
attracted strongly and strangely by
some fair one in a nearby village.
Last Sunday afternoon he seemed
"distrait" and disappointed. On in
quiry, it seems that he had lent his
team to another young man, a pos
sible rival, to calIon the fair one. Ye
Gods! Think of it! He should be
Christian by both name and nature.

---.•.---

The December 28, 1899 Tropical
Sun reported on activities in Fort
Lauderdale as the nineteenth century !

drew to a close:
Fort Lauderdale Laconics
Frank Stranahan is building ad

ditions to his hotel.
George Woodward made a visit

to Biscayne this week.
Miss Ivey [si c.] Cromartie is

spending the holidays at Lemon City.
Frank Alexandria spent Christ

mas with his brother Neil, at Little
River.

One of the most enjoyable social
events of the season, occured at the
residence of Mr. and Mrs. Edward
[Edwin] King last Friday evening.
Music was furnished by the local
string band. The building was pro
fusely decorated with ferns and roses.
Nice refreshments were served at the
proper hour; the large door that sepa
rated the long hall from the refresh
ment tables were thrown open and
the tables were seen to be laden with
delicacies to please the most fastidi
ous tastes. Nothing occured to mar
the pleasure of anyone, and all went
home with happier hearts.

---.•.---

On December 29, 1899, the Miami
Metropolis, recently purchased by B.
B. Tatum of Bartow, welcomed the
new century with a surprisingly som
ber poem:

The Century Bell

by Mrs. S. S. Burlingame

Written for the METROPOLIS:
Hark! The Century bell is tolling,
High as the stars it swings;
A requium, moaning and wailing
From its soul for the earth it

sings.
List to its human weeping
Over the heroes slain;
Over the Nations' quarrels'
Over wars' bitter pains!
Bemoaning the carnage of battle,
Crimsoning every land
Until a streaming sword seems a

nation's pride
When held in a soldier's hand.

The Century bell is tolling,
Sad, sad are the tones we hear
Tolling with hopes that were

blighted
With each succeeding year.
Tolling for hearts that have bro

ken
When death and despair stalked

In;
Tolling for hearts that have bro-

ken
Over another's sin:
Wailing for suffering childhood
That starves in sight of bread,
When gold's display and a selfish

world
Make hard its dieing [sic.] bed.

Hark! The Century bell is peal
ing!

And sweet are the tones we hear.
They are bringing a gladsome

message
Of blessings within the year.
Not all of earth's children are sin-

ning,
Not all of the mothers are sad;
Not all of the people are warring,
For many, so many are glad.
Let us comfort the sad thro' their

trials,
Then join with the glad in their

song:
Giving sure aid to the weak by
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our side
With a purpose, pure, steady and

strong!
The Century bell is pealing
This message from shore unto

shore:
"The ages are held in God's keep

ing,
o grieve then the spirit no more."
What, what will the Century

bring us
To earth, to nation, or soul?
God grant us the courage to live

unto truth,
While the years to eternity roll!

---.•.---

Neio Year customs from around
the world were discussed in the Tropi
cal Sun on December 28, 1899:

QUAINT NEW YEAR CUSTOMS
The Day and its Observances

in Many Lands
Sometimes a Mingling of Su

perstitious Ceremonies and Ex
cessive Jollity - Odd Festivities
in Scotland, China and Japan.

Every nation has its particular
feast days and holidays, some pay
ing greater attention to one and some
to another, but all peoples on the face
of the earth who reckon time at all in
some manner greet the New Year.

We have so shuffied our calendar
that now the occurance of the New
Year invariably marked the opening
of one of the natural divisions of the
seasons.

One of the oldest of New Year
customs is that practiced by the Ainos
of Japan. For a thousand years these
people have stood still in their civili
zation, following all their primitive
customs and ceremonies. New Year
with them is a season of mer
ing which winds up with th \,
bear feast, called Omsia, in , \\,..j;UV ~
huge bear is sacrificed. '\/

In Scotland, where Christmas is
not observed as a general holiday be
cause so many Presbyterians look
upon its observance as a species of
superstition, New Year's day is ajoy
ous one, and a strange way of cel
ebrating the dying of the old year has
long been customary there. The last
night of the year is c.



Engraving from an early nineteenth century broadside showing trans
portation, landscape and artistic style which by 1899 appeared quite
old fashioned.
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Good luck sign used in celebrat
ing the Chinese New Year. Inter
estingly, the Tropical Sun related
Chinese New Year customs to the
dawn of 1900, even though the
Chinese celebrate the new year
in the spring.

"Hogmenaye night" and is celebrated
by drinking, singing and general fes
tivities.

The Chinese are notorious for
their fondness for holidays, and the
Celestials make the most of this one .
They a re not content with one day,
but take a whole month to celebrate
the approach of the New Year. Chi
nese lanterns, firecrackers, feasting
and the paying up of old debts play
the major part in the ceremonies.

A strange custom in many parts
of Europe is that of having a mem
ber of the family, either the eldest or
youngest, open the family Bible at
random and place his or her finger
at any spot on the open page without
glancing at it. The verse thus marked
is regarded as a sort of text for the
ensuing 12 months.

A very poetical old ceremony is
that of the so-called Masse des
Animaux or animals' mass, which
takes place on New Year's eve in the
French department of the Cevesses,
a country in which the celebration of
the New Year almost entirely
supercedes that of Christmas. This
truly pastoral festival is given in be
half of the herds of cattle which con
stitute the chief wealth of the hardy
mountaineers. Before the ceremony
begins herds of cows and sheep and
goats are driven to an open space be
fore the church. Inside the building

is gathered a crowd of stalwart men
and women in festive raiment, each
holding a lighted candle while the
cure celebrates mass.

Some ofthe aborigines of our own
land have New Year customs that are
exceedingly interesting such as that
of the Moqui Indians, called Socuna
[?], which is a singular and elaborate
mythical drama, divided into two
parts, in which offerings are made to
effigies of the great plume headed
serpent, the enemy of the sun. This
is followed by a sun dance in which
the conflict between the orb of day
and the inferior hostile gods is por
trayed.

-LEONARD ETHERINGTON
---.•.---

Looking back at the past hundred
years, the Florida Times-Union of
January 1, 1900, marveled at the
changes in technology and wealth ex
perienced during the nineteenth cen
tury:

ONE HUNDRED YEARS

Great Strides of Progress Made
in the Last Century

BOTH SCIENCE AND INVEN
TION

Have Revolutionized All Former
Methods of Living

This Country Has Doubled Sev
eral Times Over, A New Medical Sci-

ence Has Been Born, Life Safer and
Easier

This miracle century has lon g
since broken the record. A look back
ward over the achievement of the
past hundred years in this country
and compare our condition and posi
tion in the year 1800 with that which
we find ourselves at the beginning of
the year 1900 makes it plain that it
is no brag nor vaunt nor empty boast
to affirm that this portion of the hu
man race, at least, has advanced fur
ther in civilization than in the six
thousand preceding years. It has
been essentially a century of inven
tion. Before he died Benjamin
Franklin gave expression t o the
unique wish that he could be allowed
to sleep for a century, and then wake
up to see what progress had been
made during his slumber. Certainly
the awakening would be surprising
enough to him.

The people who lived at the be
ginning of the nineteenth century
had no railroads, no telegraphs, and
no newspapers worth mentioning.
They were ignorant ofthe sewing ma
chine, and had no conception of the
telephone. Of course, they knew
nothing of the great variety of mod
ern electrical inv entions, which have
so much to do with wh at is now re
garded as ordinary comfort.

They pos sessed no lucifer
matches, no bicycl es and no comfort
abl e stoves. Th ey kn ew not how to



New technology at the beginning of the twentieth century - first
New York Automobile Show, 1900.
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crowd of boys, the coal cart, the push
cart of the notion vendor, the steam
fire engine, the hose cart, the auto
mobile, the hansom, all created since
1800.

Nobody one hundred years ago
had ever seen a tall building, a metal
water pipe, an iron rail, a gas jet, an
elevator, or sent a telegram, or
touched an electric button, or heard
the steam whistle ofa factory, or spo
ken through a telephone, or looked
through a pane of glass six feet
square. Look into the shop windows.
Hardly an object in many of them
could be even named by a citizen who
died in 1800, could he come back and
behold them.

New Wants and Occupations
Such a man never in his life saw

a sewing machine, nor a lawn mower,
nor a typewriter, nor a copying press,

heat their houses in winter, for fur
naces and steam heating were
equally beyond their ken. They had
no cheap clothing, nor any expens ive,
comfortable house furniture, such as
may be bought nowadays.

They were restricted almost to
such articles of diet as were produced
in the immediate locality. Canned
foods they were ignorant of, and pre
served foods of any kind were almost
unknown to them.

They never had their photo
graphs taken, and did not dream that
the sun could be made to come down
and make pictures far more perfect
than any artist could produce.

Th ey had never seen a steam
boat; they had no such carpets on
their floors as are nowadays in use,
and wallpapers were yet to be
thought of. They had neither enve
lopes for letters nor adhesive postage
stamps. Modern plumbing was yet
to be . The age of illustration, with
its multitude of patented processes
for producing and multiplying pic
tures, was to arrive in the distant
future.

Note the vehicles that pass by
you today: the omnibus, the horse
car, the trolley car, the ambulance,
the police patrol, the express wagon,
the furniture van, the delivery wagon
ofthe department store, the newspa
per wagon delivering papers to a

Some of the many new-fangled
consumer goods popular at the
beginning of the twentieth cen
tury.
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nor a steel pen, nor a piece of blot
ting paper, nor a revolver, nor a
breech-loading gun, nor a friction
match, nor an envelope, nor a rub
ber shoe, nor any article made from
the gum of the rubber tree. But why
call the long roll?

Could a man of the last century
come back and read down the "wants"
columns of a great morning newspa
per, he would find it utterly impos
sible to understand the expressions
he would meet in every line. The dis
trict messenger, the telegraph opera
tor, the lineman, the stenographer,
the typewriter, the sales lady, the car
driver, the gripman, the conductor,
the brakeman, the bookkeeper, the
street sweeper. The paver, the pork
packer, the electrician, the elevator
boy, the engineer and the fireman,
and the hosts of others, whose trades
and occupations are so well-known to
us, would be men concerning whose
daily life he would not be able to form
the faintest conception.

The great corporations, the rail
roads, the steamboats, the express
companies, the mills, and the facto
ries of every sort which cover our land
and give employment to ten times as
many human beings as there were in
all the colonies together, are, every
one of them, the creatures of our
time.

Whether skilled or unskilled, the
workman of the last century then fell
into one of three classes, for he was
either a free man, an indentured ser
vant, or a slave.

"Indentured servants" were to be
found everywhere. As a class, they
were made up of paupers, criminals,
debtors and redemptioners. That the
community should be burdened with
the maintenance of men too lazy, too
incompetent or too vicious to work
was thought to be out of all reason.
Overseers of the poor were, therefore,
empowered to sell paupers, and Sher
iffs to dispose of criminals for such
sums as would relieve the State from
all expense. Thus a man who stole
fourteen deer skins was given thirty
nine lashes on his back and sold to
service for eight years. A wretch who
could not pay his jail fees was sold
for three years.

Low Wages and Long Hours
But the condition of the free la

borer was not to be envied. His house
was meaner, his food coarser, his
clothing was of commoner stuff, his
wages lower and his hours of daily
labor far longer than those of the men
who in our time perform like service.
Down to the opening of the present
century a farm hand was paid $3 a
month. A strong boy could be had
for $1 a month. Women who went
out to service received $40 a year.
Typesetters were given $1 a day and
carpenters 10 pence an hour.

A woman by hard work at the
spinning wheel could make 12 cents
in a day. The hours of work were
from sunrise to sunset, and as the sun
rose later and set earlier in the win
ter than in the summer, wages in De
cember were one-third less than in
July. On such pittances it was only
by the strictest economy that a me
chanic could keep his children from
starvation and himself from jail. In
the face of these facts we may well
be thankful that our lot has fallen in
a better time-in a land which does
indeed flow with milk and honey.

A workingman in 1800 labored
from sunrise to sunset, and earned,
if a skilled workman, from a third to
a halfof what he is now paid for work
ing ten hours. Then he might be im
prisoned for debt; now he cannot be.
Then he had not the benefit of a lien
law; now he has that benefit.
Cheaper methods of manufacture,
better means of transportation en
able him to wear finer clothes and eat
better food than his predecessor did
in 1800. Now he sends his children
to a public school. In 1800 there were
no free schools, except such as were
supported by churches or charity, or
were on a pauper basis. A hundred
new occupations open to him and to
his children as many new ways of
earning a livelihood, and raise him
from a drudge to the status of a man.

The improved race of 1900 has a
vastly improved country to that over
which the stars and stripes floated
in 1800.

One hundred years ago the Mis
sissippi, from the mouth of Red river
to the Lake of the Woods, was geo
graphically the western frontier of

the United States. Historically, the
pioneers of Ohio and the Northwest
ern territory, and the unborn States
of Indiana and Illinois, were descend
ing the declivity of the Appalachian
Mountains and disappearing in the
forests, whose solitude extended from
Fort Dearborn to Natchez.

Beyond the Mississippi to the
Pacific was an undiscovered country
under the dominion of France, Eng
land, Mexico and Spain - a mysteri
ous region of unexplored deserts, of
illimitable prairies and plains, of
nameless rivers and colossal moun
tain ranges, the land of dreams, of
romance and adventure, as unknown
as the interior of Africa to-day. Saint
Louis, New Orleans and Pensacola
were foreign towns, and the name of
Chicago, now one of the chief cities
of the world, was not written on the
map.

The entire population of the
Union was about the same as that of
the State of New York in 1900. Its
area was not much in excess of
800,000 square miles and its organic
law had no provisions for acquiring
foreign territory, for holding colonial
dependencies, nor for the incorpora
tion of alien communities.

Growth of the Union
The foundation of the "Empire of

the West" was laid by the purchase,
in 1803, for $15,000,000, of the prov
ince of Louisiana, which more than
doubled the national domain, adding
1,171,931 square miles, comprising
Alabama and Mississippi north of
parallel 31 degrees, all of Louisiana,
Arkansas, Missouri, Iowa, Minnesota
west of the Mississippi, Nebraska,
North and South Dakota, Kansas,
except the southwest corner south of
the Arkansas river, Colorado, Mon
tana, Wyoming east of the Rocky
Mountains, Oklahoma and the In
dian Territory. This stupendous ac
quisition, now the granary of the
world, the inexhaustable storehouse
of the base and precious metals, rich
in every element of present prosper
ity and far richer in every element of
future opulence, was denounced by
Josiah Quincy of Massachusetts,
when Louisiana was admitted, as a
virtual dissolution of the Union,jus-
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These maps from 1800 (top) and 1900 (above) show the dramatic
growth of the United States during the nineteenth century.

Great Britain in 1846 surren
dered a doubtful claim to Oregon,
Idaho and Washington, and Russia,
by treaty, March 30, 1867, ceded
Alaska, comprising 577, 390 square
miles, for $7,200,000. So that the sun
never sets on our boundaries, and
when at 8 his evening rays glow upon
our western frontier at Bering Straits
his morning beams gild the head
lands of Maine.

In less than one hundred years
the untrodden wilderness of 1800, ten
times greater in extent than France,
has become the abode of thirty mil
lion people, residing in twenty-four
[actually forty-five] States and three
Territories, sending forty-eight [ac-

tually ninety] Senators to the na
tional Congress, with agricultural
productions that control the food
markets of the whole civilized world.

Advance in Medical Science
It has been science's greatest cen

tury. The application of physical laws
to human ailments enabled Laennec,
the great French physician, to dis
cover a new method of differentiat
ing the various Iung affections by
tapping the chest and listening to the
interrupted air currents coursing
through the respiratory tubes .

The clinical thermometer was
subsequently employed to mark the
ominous rise of temperature more
accurately than by the mere feel and
count of the hurrying pulse wave.
Medicines which could not be toler
ated by an irritable stomach were in
sinuated by hollow needle and
graduated syringe under the skin,
and thus, although taking a longer
way around, became the surer way
home.

The discovery of general anesthe
sia, whereby the most severe surgi
cal operations were made absolutely

I painless, revolutionized all the older
methods of a preparation for the
dreaded ordeals. Now the patient,
instead of being strapped to the table,
breathes a vapor, numbs agony in

I peaceful sleep and awakes to exclaim
in delightful surprise, "0 Pain, where
is thy victory? 0 Blade, where is thy
sting?"

Oviariotomy, the recognized par
ent of all the present remarkably bril
liant abdominal operations, was
likewise a product of this century.
This operation, which was first per
formed in 1808 by Dr. Ephraim
McDowell, a Kentucky surgeon,
opened an entirely new field of pro
gressive surgical work. Associated
with the marked advance of the lat
ter was Lister's demonstration of the
value and safety of aseptic, or clean,
surgery.

By the adoption of the microbe
theory of wound infection and the in
telligent prevention of the entrance
of poisonous germs in exposed tis
sues, an entirely new method of pro
cedure was instituted whic' .
resulted in the saving of cou .

Claimed by both the
U.S. and Britain ..'

tifying all the States in preparing for
amicable or violent separation.

The annexation of Florida by
treaty with Spain in 1819, of Texas
by joint resolution of Congress in
1845, of Utah, Nevada , Arizona,
Western Colorado and New Mexico
by conquest from Mexico and by the
Gadsden purchase, which added
more than a million square miles to
our possessions, were due to the de
termination of the South to retain
control of the Senate for the protec
tion of slavery, but by the operation
of economic laws, culminating in the
War of the Rebellion, all except
Florida have become integral parts
of the Empire of the West.



another century are very small in
deed, especially when we consider
that none of them are in their in
fancy. Expecting, as the writer does ,
to be one of the lucky few to survive
the ravages of time and get the best
possible out of his life insurance
which will become nonassessable in
something like 25 years from date,
we extend an invitation to all our
readers who may be among the for
tunate ones, no matter where we may
be, to make the 21st century new year
a glad one , even if it should happen
that the survivors prefer a cooler cli
mate from the one we may then in
habit see fit to decline the invitation
given in the best of good faith we shall
esteem it a great discourtesy. It is
not often that human beings pass a
century mile stone and refuse or de
cline to accept an invitation of this
kind would be very discourteous in
deed, even though it might be the
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The Miami Metropolis addressed
the significance of the changing cen
tury and jokingly looked forward to
the twenty-first century, on December
29,1899:

[Untitled editorial)
Day after tomorrow we pass from

one century mile post to that of an
other-from the 19th to the 20th

• Ac
cording to the revised estimates of
the duration of life but one out of
10,000 born into the world live to be
one hundred years old. Therefore the
chances of the readers of this paper
living to welcome the incoming of

velous growth of preventive medi
cine, which is the bulwark of public
health, and the consequent safety
and happiness of the people.

It would be interesting to go on
enumerating the practical advan
tages that progressive humanity has
gained since 1800. But it is impos
sible to give space to all the blessings
achieved.

While the Florida Times-Union
praised advances in medical sci
ence over the last century, the
pages of Florida newspapers
abounded with advertisements
for patent medicines.
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lives and in the performance of nu
merous operations which were impos
sible before. Now the abdominal and
chest cavities, instead of being forbid
den grounds for operative venture,
are virtually surgical thoroughfares,
and the daring blade and skillful
hand snatch victory from the hitherto
hidden entrenchments of death.

Following the lines of these tri
umphs comes Roentgen, with his
wonderful ray, opening a new path
way of light through solid flesh, lift
ing the veil from the hitherto invisible
and outlining the bony skeleton in all
its appalling nakedness. So great are
the promises ofthis discovery that we
are only just beginning to catch
glimpses here and there of the far
reaching significance of its future rev
elations.

A more comprehensive knowl
edge of the origin of disease which
followed the discovery of specific
germs as causative elements enabled
general medicine to take the wonted
place also in the grand vanguard of
victorious progress. It is only within
the past few years that we have
learned that the majority ofthe com
municable diseases depend for their
propagation upon a specially charac
teristic seed, or germ, for each. In
the category of these relations of
cause and effect we number cholera,
typhoid, typhus, malarial and yellow
fevers , pulmonary consumption, ery
sipelas, diptheria, the plague, and
many other similar affections. The
practical application of these valuable
discoveries is manifested in the mar-

10 - Broward Legacy
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occasion of a little personal discom
fort to be on hand at the jollification.

---.•.---
On January 2, 1900, an article in

"The Woman 's World" page of the
Florida Times-Union took a philo
sophicallook at the changing century:

A NEW YEAR
None of the present generation

of mankind, save a few waifs swept
out of the currents of active life into
a Sargasso of extreme old age, has
ever before faced a New Year such
as now awaits us. We leave behind
us forever all the years that number
eighteen hundred; we enter into pos
session of a fresh, clean century. It
is ours to make or to mar. If each
day, whether we wish or no, we must
perforce make a fresh start, how
much more true is this of a new year,
a new century. We must advance or
fall back; that is a law of nature; not
even the everlasting rocks stand still.
Changelessness is death absolute,
with no resurrection.

On the horizon of the new year
opening to our eyes are hills. We do
not know what lies for us beyond
them. We do not know whether they
conceal sorrow or happiness, prosper
ity or reverses. Mists hang over them
that will dissolve only as we ap
proach, to show us further and higher
ascents beyond. To know the future

is the prerogative of the Almighty.
It is ours to prepare for it by re

solving with the grace of God to make
the best of whatever may come. And
now, in the beginning, is the time for
balancing our accounts with the year
that is past. Have we done our full
measure of duty to our husbands, to
our children, to those dependent
upon us for kindness in any degree?
Have we done all in our power?

Have we overshot the mark?
Have we done justice to ourselves?
In our zeal for others have we forgot
ten that we have bodies that will as
surely protest against ill-treatment
as will an underpaid servant? Per
haps we have overpampered those
same bodies, perhaps we have over
worked them, forgetting in either
case that, unless we keep them in
good health they cannot, however
willing, respond to the will ofthe soul,
whose abiding place they are.

Whatever may have been our
mistakes in the past, we have the
future clear. We must press on and
up, climbing always without looking
back. We will fall sometimes, but we
must rise and go on, unheeding the
hurt, remembering always that while
adverse circumstances and the injus
tice of others may cause pain, noth
ing but what we ourselves do can
injure us, the real us, the character
person we are building day by day
within us. With Browning let us sing:

"Grow old along with me,
The best of life is yet to be,
The last oflife, for which the first

was planned;
Our times are in his hand who

said:
A whole I planned, youth holds

but half,
See all, nor be afraid."

---.•.---

The Florida Times-Union devoted
considerable space to debating a ques
tion which arises at the turn of each
century. This January 3, 1900 article,
reprinted from the New York Herald,
is a good example:

The Century Not Ended

Says Flammarion, the Eminent
French Astronomer

INTERESTING DATA
FURNISHED

He Cables to the Herald from
Paris an Interesting Communication

The Dawn of the Twentieth Cen
tury at Midnight, December 31,1900

The Present Being But the Twi
light of the Nineteenth

New York, Jan. 2 - By special
cable to the New York Herald from
its European editor, Flammarion, the
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News from across the globe filled the front page of the
Florida Times-Union and Citizen on January 1, 1900.
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great French astronomer, contributes
the following interesting conversa
tion:

It would appear that Germany is
to celebrate the end of the nineteenth
century and the arrival of the twen
tieth. A proclamation announces to
night that the government will light
large bonfires in the public squares
at midnight, and at the same moment
cannon will thunder from the sur
rounding fortresses, while military
bands perform around the bonfires in
farewell to the departing century and
welcome to the new-born one.

The German theory is that the
twentieth century begins to-morrow.

Every hundred years, toward the
end of each century, this question of
the date of the change of the century
is discussed. I have before me docu
ments of 1799, 1699 and 1599, which
pose the problem and turn it over and
over.

Discussion Repeats Itself
Again, a hundred years hence, in

the year of grace 1999-which, by the
way, will be favored by a very fine
eclipse of the sun, total in the neigh
borhood of Paris on August 11, at
twenty-eight minutes past ten o'clock
in the morning - our great-grand
children will put the same question.f
Again, in the fin de siecle newspapers
of the period there will still be dis
tinguished minds to repeat the cen
turies old confusion.

Progress is slow in the human
race. A hundred years ago the dis
cussion was very keen, and was even
reflected on the stage. In 1800 there
was played at a little theater in the
Boulevard du Temple a piece entitled
En Quel Siecle Vivons Nous, Bon
Dieu? Which had some little success
a title which would again be
"actualite" next year.

In what times are we living?
Certainly not in those of the age

of reason ...
Discussions of the Past

I have before me several works
of the year 1699.

First, a dissertation on the begin
ning of the next century, to ascertain
which of two years, 1700 or 1701, is
the first of the century.

Second, a critical letter to the au
thor of the dissertation.

Third, a fresh dissertation on the
next century, in which it is shown
that the year 1700 is the first of the
century.

Fourth, "The authors' quarrel on
the beginning of the next century de
cided."

These four little books were
printed in Paris in the year 1699.
They consist of endless discussions
with arguments drawn from the
Bible, from the fathers of the church,
from the Christian dogma, from
Noah's deluge, from the institution
of jubilees by the Pope-the intermi
nable gossip of advocates, which con
fuses the question to such an extent
that it is impossible to make anything
of it, in spite of the subtle distinctions
drawn between ordinal cardinal
numbers.

Even Geometry Dragged In
The authors have even taken the

trouble to insert geometrical figures
to show how the years should be sepa
rated and counted.

Presentations of the same kind
are met with in 1590.

Even the Pope, who was mixed
up in them, did not settled the ques
tion, but left it to the astronomers,
who, moreover, have never varied
any more than has arithmetic. Yet
the eternal question is simple
enough.

A dozen is composed of twelve
utilities and No. 12 forms a part of
the dozen.

A hundred is composed of a hun
dred utilities, and No. 100 forms a
part of the hundred.

Now there was no year o.

---.•.---

As early as December 29, 1899,
the Miami Metropolis commented on
the Times-Union's concern with this
question:

Some correspondents for the
Times-Union and Citizen who are
disposed to worry their heads about
trivial matters are discussing the
question of when the 20 th century
commences. The fellows who seem
to have the best of the argument state
that the 20th century will not com
mence until midnight on December
318t, 1901 [1900], a year from now.

People generally hold to the idea that
the new century commences next
Sunday night at midnight instead of
a year from then. The fine spun theo
ries of when the century really does
commence will probably cost the
newspapers of the country many
thousands of dollars for type setting
during the next twelve months and
then no one will be convinced against
his will. It is a matter which can be
dropped without shortening or
lengthening the life of anyone and
the majority will consider that Sun
day night is as good a time to com
mence making good resolutions for
the next 100 years as any other time.

1 Exact population figures are difficult, if not
impossible, to document. In the 1900 fed
eral census, Fort Lauderdale precinct in
eluded the area from Hypoluxo to the north
bank of the New River. The region between
the south bank of New River and Lemon
City composed the Lemon City precinct.
The census was no doubt incomplete. One
of the articles reprinted here claimed a
population of 106 for Pompano alone.

2 Flammarion was correct. Portions of Eu
rope experienced the last total solar eclipse
of the twentieth century on August 11,
1999.
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TURN OF THE 20
th

CENTURY
-----A Pictorial View------

Even one hundred years ago, the lower east
coast of Florida was a varied and diverse
place. Primarily an unsettled wilderness, it
nevertheless featured the elegant hotels of
the Flagler system, several bustling commu
nities and a growing agricultural economy.
The following photographs provide an eye
witness view of what are today parts of
Broward, Palm Beach and Dade counties, as
they appeared in the late 1890s and the first
years of the 1900s, before Everglades drain
age and automobiles changed them forever.

These 1899 scenes, probably
photographed in the Boca
Raton area, show five unidenti
fied men posing by a palmetto
shelter (above) and a building
near the railroad (left).
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Most of today's Broward County remained wilderness, much like this
scene of the Hillsboro River in today's Deerfield Beach.

Guy I. Metcalf, editor of the
Tropical Sun, builder of the Dade
County road from Lantana to
Lemon City in the early 1890s,
and one of southeast Florida's
most prominent figures.

Frank and Ivy Stranahan, Fort Lauderdale's pio
neer merchant and schoolteacher, photographed in
Palm Beach, shortly after their 1900 wedding.

Unidentified black settlers or travellers at
Stranahan's trading post, probably in the late 1890s
(courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).

Early settlers of Dania gather at the Webb Hotel
on a Sunday afternoon in 1905.

Frederick S. Morse, land agent
for the Florida East Coast Rail
way, was instrumental in the es
tablishment of several communi
ties in what was to become
Broward County.
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1898 time table for
Flagler's Florida
East Coast Railway,
which opened the
lower east coast to
settlement and
served as the
region's primary
transportation
route until the
opening of the Dixie
Highway in 1915.

Henry M. Flagler, perhaps the most famous
and powerful citizen of the east coast, and
arguably of the state ofFlorida at the turn
of the century.

Palm Beach's Royal Poinciana Hotel, a center of
cosmopolitan elegance in the wilderness of south
Florida (courtesy of Past Perfect Florida History,
Inc.)

Julia Tuttle, the
"Mother of
Miami," barely
missed the
twentieth cen
tury, dying
September 14,
1898.

"

Pioneer Palm
Beach hotel
keeper Elisha
N. "Cap"
Dimick arrived
at Lake Worth
in the 1870s,
and by the turn
of the century
was one of the
community's
leading citi
zens.
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L. W. Marshall Packing House
on the south fork of New River
(at present Davie Boulevard
crossing) in the early 1900s
(courtesy of Fort Lauderdale
Historical Society).

E. T. King's construction crew
at work on the Las Olas Inn,
built for John MacGregor
Adams at Fort Lauderdale
beach in 1902.

The exact identity of this New
River scene is unknown. A nota
tion on the back of the print iden
tifies the bridge in the back
ground as the unfinished F.E.C.
Railway bridge and the date as
1895. However, close inspection
shows the bridge to be a turnstile
span closely resembling the first
Andrews Avenue bridge. If this
was the case, the photo was prob
ably taken from the railroad
bridge, and the date would be ca.
1904.



Seminole Indians, photographed on the New River
dock at Stranahan's trading post, ca. late 1890s
(courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).

Fort Lauderdale settlers
gathered at the rear of
the Marshall Packing
House, January 1902.
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Group of employees at T. H. Chapman's Pompano
packing house, ca. 1904.

Downtown Miami, ca. 1900 (courtesy of Historical Association of Southern Florida).
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A SHORT HISTORY

OF THE

o
unrise Intracoast~~

by WilliaIll G. Crawford, Jr.

Neighborhood history is local history in its most basic form. The his
tory of the places we spend our daily lives conveys a personal and mean
ingful sense of the past, even to those with no particular interest in the
broader national or world view collectively called "history." Yet, even this
" l" h hup-c ose approac to t e past cannot be separated from the larger pic-
ture. The history ofan individual neighborhood, for example, tells much
about the growth and development of the community - city, county, and
and larger entity - in which it is located.

In this account ofhis Fort Lauderdale neighborhood, author William
G. Crawford, Jr. traces the property's origins to the Florida Coast Line
Canal and Transportation Company and to early settler Hugh Taylor Birch
before detailing the founding of the subdivision and the construction of
homes and a well-publicized shopping center. The article also analyzes
the neighborhood's efforts to deal successfully with changes during the
19708 and 19808.

William G. Crawford, Jr., former chairman of the Broward County
Historical Commission, has done extensive research on Broward County's
land and legal history, and has published several articles in Broward
Legacy. A more complete biographical sketch with acknowledgments ap
pears in the "Author's Note" at the conclusion of this article.

Introduction
As vibrant as Sunrise Intra

coastal's real estate market has been
recently, there has never been any
thing like the activity experienced
here almost fifty years ago when
Antioch College, a small Ohio liberal
arts school, began the development
of the Sunrise Shopping Center (now
the Galleria) and a residential sub
division to the south known today as
Sunrise Intracoastal. Within just the
first twelve hours of the subdivision's
opening on March 6, 1952, real es
tate brokers sold twenty lots for a
total of $169,750-an average of
$8,437 a lot. Thirty-three lots
nearly a fifth of the lots available for
sale-sold within the first month. By
June 24, fifty-one lots had sold, bring
ing in $410,250 for the college. Wa
terfront lots garnered the best prices,
with the top-priced lot selling in early
June 1952 for $16,000.1

Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Pardoe,
formerly of Detroit, Michigan, broke
ground on the subdivision's first
house in May of 1952 at 521 Intra
coastal Drive while the college was
still laying out streets and installing
utility service in the area. A native

of England, Mr. Pardoe was em
ployed by the Prudential Life Insur
ance Company. Fort Lauderdale
residents since only March of the year
before, the Pardoes hired contractor
T. M. Zink to build their three-bed
room, two-bath residence, comprising

nearly 1,900 square feet, on a 100
by 120-foot lot."

Hugh Taylor Birch
Antioch College acquired the 112

acre parcel when Chicago lawyer and
philanthropist Hugh Taylor Birch



died on January 7, 1943, at the age
of ninety-four, leaving an expansive
peninsula-shaped Fort Lauderdale
tract between the Intracoastal Wa
terway and the Middle River and a
beach-front property between Las
Olas Boulevard and Sunrise Boule
vard to his alma mater, Antioch Col
lege, located in Yellow Springs, Ohio .
Birch also bequeathed $1 million to
the college as an endowment and
another $500,000 for the mainte
nance of a 980-acre tract of 0 hio land
the nonagenarian had given the col
lege some thirteen years before his
death."

Birch attended Antioch College
until 1869, attempting to finish a
four-year curriculum in just three
years . Lacking only one course to
graduate, Birch withdrew to study
law at a Chicago law firm. Sixty
years later, after Birch had enjoyed
a highly lucrative legal career, in
cluding service as general counsel to
the Standard Oil Company, the Yel
low Springs school awarded the Illi
nois-born lawyer an honorary
Bachelor of Science degree as a mem
ber of the Class of 1869.4

Arriving in Fort Lauderdale for
the first time in 1893, Birch immedi
ately fell in love with the natural
beauty of the area. The Chicago law
yer soon began to buy up hundreds
of acres of land between the Atlantic
Ocean and the Middle River. Birch
later gave his daughter Helen and
son-in-law Frederic Clay Bartlett
thirty-five acres ofland between the
Atlantic Ocean and the Intracoastal
Waterway south of present-day Sun
rise Boulevard as a present for their
wedding in 1919. Construction be
gan a few years later on what was to
become Bonnet House, across the In
tracoastal Waterway from today's
Sunrise Intracoastal subdivision."

In 1939, Birch donated a fifty-foot
strip of land running through the
northern part of the Sunrise property
for road purposes. The strip ofland,
originally known as the Tenth Street
Causeway, is today's Sunrise Boule
vard. The next year, Birch and his
son-in-law gave an easement over
their beach-front properties, allowing
the public to use the beach, except
for a four-hundred-foot strip. In
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The area between Middle River and the Intracoastal Waterway, which
was to become the Sunrise Intracoastal neighborhood, consisted pri
marily of mangrove marsh when this aerial photo was taken in the
late 1920s or early 1930s.

Mr. and Mrs. Philip A. Pardoe, the Sunrise subdivision's first
residents (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).
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Hugh Taylor Birch (courtesy of Florida
Photographic Archives).

Antioch College in Yellow Springs, Ohio.

1942, Birch donated his 283-acre es
tate and grounds to the State of
Florida for use as a public park; to
day, this coastal-strand-hammock
preserve is known as the Birch State
Recreation Area."

The St. Augustine
Canal Company

For years Birch had invested
heavily in substantial tracts of land
on both sides of the Intracoastal Wa
terway, acquiring beach-front prop
erty from Las Olas Boulevard to the
north end of the Birch State Recre
ation Area at prices ranging from one
to four dollars an acre. One such
tract - three large lots forming what
is now the Sunrise Intracoastal sub
division and the present-day Galle
ria shopping center area - originally
derived from immense state land
grants awarded to a privately-owned
St. Augustine canal company in 1890
for dredging the Intracoastal Water
way from the west end of Brevard
County's Haulover Cut to Jupiter in
Palm Beach County."

In 1893, the St. Augustine canal
company deeded almost 7,000 acres
ofthe land grant, including Lot 3 (the
northwestern portion of the present
day Sunrise tract), to Miami pioneer
Julia Tuttle and Horace Cummings,
a prominent Washington, D. C., law
yer, for their role as bond investors
in the canal firm's dredging opera
tions. Three years later, the canal

company transferred two large gov
ernment lots - Lot 2 (the northeast
ern part) and Lot 6 (the southern
portion) oftoday's Sunrise tract - to
Henry Flagler' Model Land Com
pany, to repay loans the railroad
magnate had made to sustain the
firm's waterway dredging activities."

Birches Acquire
Sunrise Tracts

In 1910, Birch's daughter, Helen,
purchased the two Flagler lots, com
prising almost seventy-one acres of
mangrove swamp land, for only
$153.54. At the same time, Birch
purchased the third (northwestern or
Tuttle/Cummings) parcel, encom
passing about forty-one acres, for the
small sum of$100 from Captain Den
nis O'Neill, Fort Lauderdale's first
keeper of the House of Refuge for
stranded sailors at today's Bahia Mar
yacht basin. In 1930, Birch received
Helen's two lots five years after
Helen's death in 1925, and retained
all three parcels until his passing in
1943. In total, the Birches paid a
mere $253.54 for the combined 112
acre tract between the Middle River
and the Intracoastal Waterway south
of present-day Sunrise Boulevard.
By the time of Hugh Taylor Birch's
death, however, the tract had in
creased in value to $100,000, accord
ing to Birch estate appraisers."

Almost immediately after Birch's

death, Antioch College began to de
velop another Birch property - the
Birch Ocean Front subdivision - on
the beach side of the Intracoastal Wa
terway, out of a stretch ofland run
ning from Granada Street north to
the Bonnet House. In 1945 , the col
lege filed a plat for the development
of the property, dedicating a street
named Bayshore Drive running along
the Intracoastal Waterway. The plan
also laid out avenues called Antioch,
Orton, Birch, and Breakers and in
tersecting streets named Terramar,
Windamar, Viramar, and Riomar.
The Ohio school deeded the beach in
front ofthe subdivision to the city for
public use. A year later, the college
began to sell hotel and apartment
sites in the new subdivision. Within
three years, the college sold out the
entire subdivision, generating an ad
ditional $1.5 million for the school's
foundation and other projects."

Antioch College
Begins Development

Encouraged by the success of the
beach properties, Antioch officials
announced plans in January 1951 to
develop a deluxe shopping center on
the north forty acres of Birch's
swampy, mosquito-infested property
between the Intracoastal Waterway
and the Middle River, south of Sun
rise Boulevard. The college also
planned to develop the remaining tri
angularly-shaped property to the



Aerial view of the Sunrise subdivision, looking west over the beach,
ca. 1951 (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).

south, surrounded by the Intrac
oastal Waterway and the Middle
River, for residences and apartment
buildings . The next month, the col
lege filed a plat in Broward County's
public records called "Sunrise Cen
ter," carving out three major tracts
intended for commercial develop
ment south of Sunrise Boulevard.
The plan also dedicated for public use
a U-shaped road system comprised of
Northeast 24th Avenue, Northeast
9th Street, and Northeast 26th Av
enue.'!

A year later, apparently unsatis
fied with its original plan, Antioch
filed a revised two-page plat called
"Sunrise," revoking the prior plat and
dedicating to public use a new street
named Middle River Drive, a wid
ened Northeast 9th Street with a gen
erou s median strip, and a new
semi-circular Intracoastal Drive to
the north of the present-day Sunrise
Intracoastal subdivision. Instead of
three large commercial parcels
fronting on Sunrise Boulevard, the
revis ed scheme created five tracts for
business use: Tract "A" (present-day
Galleria Cinema and Guest Quarters
Hotel); Tracts "B" and "C" (today' s
Galleria shopping center); and Tract
"D" (now Borders Books store and
Galleria Professional Building) . The

new plat also called for a grand-pi
ano-shaped residential subdivision to
the south comprised of 168 single
family lots surrounded by the Intra
coastal Waterway and the Middle
River."

To prepare the large site for
building, Antioch used bulldozers to
remove vegetation and scrape muck
from the swampy, low-lying acreage.
After constructing dikes around the
perimeter, dredges worked continu
ously for months to pump coral rock
from the beds of the surrounding wa
ters , depositing the rubble in the
middle of the development until-re
portedly-more than a million cubic
yards of material had covered the
area. "

The Antioch Wall
The college also built on pilings

a five-foot-tall, 3,700-foot-long deco
rative wall, known then as "the
Antioch Wall," along the northern
boundary of the subdivision, separat
ing the burgeoning residential devel
opment from the planned shopping
center and apartments to the north.
To insure a uniform quality develop
ment, the college imposed deed re
strictions on building residences
within the subdivision, establishing
minimum house sizes ranging from
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1,250 to 1,650 square feet . The col
lege also reserved the right to ap
prove home designs and to deny
permission to build "on purely aes
thetic grounds." Unlike some other
Fort Lauderdale developments,
Antioch's scheme did not restrict
against ownership on the basis of
race or religion. Jack Bennett, of
Biscayne Engineering Company of
Miami, performed the engineering
services for the filling of the marsh
lands and the construction of sea
walls, public utilities, and drainage
systems. Another Miami company,
George E. Bunnell, Inc., along with
the H. L. Carter Construction Com
pany of Fort Lauderdale, constructed
the seawalls around the entire sub
division. Porter G. Reynolds, later
elected Fort Lauderdale's mayor in
April 1955, provided landscape archi
tectural services for the residential
area of the large project, specifying
royal palm, rubber, and other orna
mental trees throughout the devel
opment.!'

Emboldened by the success of the
residential subdivision 's early sales,
the small Ohio college decided to
build a shopping center to the north
of the Sunrise Intracoastal subdivi
sion on February 6, 1953, and the
first construction began on May 3l.
Prominent local architect Clinton
Gamble, of the firm of Gamble, Gilroy
and Pownall, designed the new Sun
rise Shopping Center, after visiting
the most successful major shopping
centers throughout the country. Dis
carding the traditional U-shaped de
sign , with parking in the middle,
Gamble's concept was to arrange ten
ant locations compatible with shop
pers' buying habits, such as locating
hardware, shoe repair, and watch
repair businesses near a supermar
ket ."

Gamble began preparing work
ing drawings in January 1953; less
than six months later, actual con
struction began . A local contractor,
Richardson Construction Company,
in association with Barnes Construc
tion Company, of Ohio, served as gen
eral contractor. In less th an eight
months, builders completed construc
tion, with doors open to the public on
January 27, 1954 .l b
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Advertisement announcing the opening of the subdivision for sale,
March 7, 1952 (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society).

Sunrise subdivision shortly after its opening in 1952 (courtesy ofFort
Lauderdale Historical Society).

Sunrise Shopping Center
Opening

An en or m ous crowd of 42 ,000
gathered for the opening of the new
two-level regional center, comprising
172,000 square feet on a forty-acre
sit e, with parking facilities for over
2 ,500 ca rs . By comparison , Fort
Lauderdale's population tot al ed just
over 50,000 at the time, with onl y
another 35,000 residing through out
the rest of Broward County."

At the time of the opening, fift y
tenants occupied the sixty availa ble
a i r- con d iti oned s t ores , including
Saks Fifth Avenue, Anita Kott, Mar
tin-Burns , and F . W. Woolworth .
Food Fair grocery st or e took up a
building of its own. A completely
equipped children' s play are a , with
a matron in a t ten d a n ce, a ll owe d
shoppe rs to drop-off their children in
a superv is ed se t t ing while visiting
stores in the new center."

On h and to cu t the ribbon on the
fir st day of the three-day opening of
the s pec t a cula r $2.5 m illion retail
center (then t h e largest in so ut h
Florida ) wa s Ivy Stranahan, Broward
County's first sch ool teacher and
widow of Fort Lauderdal e's fir st mer
chant. Homer Curry, chairman of
Antioch College's trustees, lauded the
great feat accomplished by both the
architect and contractor in ere ct ing
the center in thirteen months from
the start of working drawings to
completion, with fifty-seven "rain"
days in between. Commenting on Ivy
Stranahan's presence a t the celebra
tion, Curry not ed that Antioch wa s
the first college in the nation to em
ploy women as teachers an d the fir st
to accept wom en as studen ts on equal
terms with m en. Cu rry a lso a n 
nounced the college's in t en tio ns to
expand the s h op pi n g ce n te r to
400,000 square fee t . Qu een of the
three-day opening was glamorous
Hungarian actress Magda Gabor, one
of the fa mous Gabor sis te rs, who ex
claimed to the open ing-day crowd :
"You are lucky to be in Fort Lauder
dale; in California it is freezing." The
Marine band from Op a-Lockajoined
the Fort Lauderdal e High Sch ool
band in providing the music for the I

opening celebration."



Sunrise Shopping Center, 1954 (courtesy of Fort
Lauderdale Historical Society).
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Actress Magda Gabor, flanked by Antioch College
chairman Homer Curry (right), at the 1954 open
ing of the Sunrise Shopping Center (courtesy of Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel).

Aerial view of Sunrise Boulevard, ca. 1965, with the Sunrise Shop
ping Center and subdivision at center left.

"Sunrise" Renamed
"Sunrise Intracoastal"

Tw en ty years later, in 1974, a
for t y -six-y ear-old New J ersey
builder, Jordan S. Cohen, bought the
Sunrise Shopping Center for $12.5
million . Cohen planned to spend $30
mill ion to expand the shopping cen 
ter by 260 ,000 square feet to a total
of 790 ,000 square feet, "fa irl y con fi
dent" at the time that the expa nsion
would persuade Neiman-Marcus to
locate a store there. In November
1973, residents of the Sunrise subdi
vision to the south of the shopping
center r enamed t he n eighborhood
"Sunrise Intracoastal" to distinguish
the subdivis ion from the city of Sun
ri se developing in the weste rn part
of the county. The next year, resi
dents officially inco rp ora ted the Sun
r is e Intr acoastal Hom eowners
Associa t ion ; Florence Pipes , who still
lives on Middle River Drive, served
as president a t the time. In 1977,
Leon ard Farber, dev eloper of th e
Pompano Fashion Square a nd nu
merous shoppin g malls throughout
th e country, purchased the tw enty
three-year-old Sunrise S hoppin g
Center, with plans to build a $100
million retail complex called The
Gall eria."

Farber envisioned a shopping
center encompassing more than 1.3

million square feet and hosting as
many as 150 different retail busi
nesses. In November 1980, the first
phase of the de velopment opened
with a n ewly-designed Saks Fifth
Avenue, a new 210,000-square-foot
Burdine's, along with a renovated
Jordan Marsh. Farber expected the
second phase , planned to house
Neiman-Marcus and Lord & Taylor
stores, to be completed one year later
in the fall of 1981. The Galleria was
touted then as the only shopping cen-

ter in the country to in clude Saks
Fifth Avenue, Neiman-Marcus , and
Lord & Taylor stores in one location."

Dramatic increases in rents for
exis t ing tenants at the old Sun rise
Shopping Center provoked long-time
sma ller retailers lik e Anita Kott to
exit the Galleria for Las Olas Boule
vard and other retail shopping areas
sprout ing up around the city. The
opening of the giant retail complex
al so spawned a dramatic increase in
crime, adversely impacting the Sun-



Residents (left to right) Bruce Anderson, Homeowners As
sociation President Florence Pipes and Judge Robert Tyson
oversee the subdivision's name change to Sunrise Intrac
oastal, November 1973 (courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Sun
Sentinel).
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ri se Intracoastal and Coral Ridge ar
eas. During the last six weeks of
1980, Sunrise Intracoastal residents
experienced six burglaries, numerous
larcenies, and even a daylight armed
robbery. The Sunrise Intracoastal
Homeowners Association responded
by hiring police to patrol the area at
a cost of $60,000 a year-about $400
a year for each of the 150 participat
ing homeowners. The tactic reduced
crime to "practically zilch," according
to Fort Lauderdale Police Sergeant
Frank Scarpino, coordinator of the
off-duty police patrol in August
1981.22

In February 1988, taking advan
tage ofa newly-passed state law, the
neighborhood's homeowners associa
tion asked Fort Lauderdale city com
missioners for permission to form a
special neighborhood district to tax
homeowners for the security patrol.
Although city officials initially re
buffed the idea, commissioners fi
nally agreed to authorize the district
four months later. In late October
1991 , county officials mailed out bal
lot s to neighborhood re sidents for a
vote on the taxation issue. When the
ballots were counted after the De
cember 23 deadline , out of the
neighborhood's 277 registered voters,
only 137 favored the measure-two
votes short of the majority vote re
quired for adoption."

Twenty-five years after incorpo
ration , the Sunrise Intracoastal
Homeowners Association is still go
ing st rong. One hundred and forty
e igh t homeowners voluntarily
contribute to the off-duty police pa
trol, and crime is still lower in the

neighborhood than anywhere else in
the city.

As a result of Association efforts,
new improvements continue to be
made in the neighborhood, including
an expanded Green Fi eld Park, an
tique 'Main Street'-style street signs
and, of course, the beautification of
the triangle-shaped 'Pickle Park' at
the intersection of Middle River
Drive, Northeast 26th Avenue, and
6th Court. The Sunrise Intracoastal
neighborhood also boasts what many
have described as the most beautiful
gatehouse in the city.

Within the last few years, the As-

sociation has fought for lowered boat
ing spee d limits along stretches of the
Middle Riv er and the Intracoastal
Waterway surrounding the subdivi
sion. The real estate market is sti ll
strong, almost as vigorous as it wa s
in 1952 when the subdivis ion fir st
opened. Sunrise Intracoastal contin
ues to attract families-esp ecially
families with young children. New
homeowners now include the chil
dren of long-time Fort Lauderdal e
re sidents-a testament to a still vi
tal neighborhood community that
began more than half a century ago
as Hugh Taylor Birch's legacy to hi s
old alma mater, Antioch College.

~ Author's Note ~
An attorney and Fort Lauderdale

native, the author is past Chairman
of the Broward County Hi storical
Commission, a trustee of the Fort
Lauderdale Hi storical Society, and
Hi storian of the Lauderdale Yacht
Club. H e resides with his wife,
Claire, at 2409 Northeast 7th Place,
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father, William G. Crawford, Sr., as

a parsonage for the Park Temple
Methodist Church in 1962.

The author wishes to acknowl
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Curran for graciously loaning the
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Christine Teel for r ev iewing the
manuscript and to anothe r neighbor ,
Alice Smith, for generous editoria l
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WINDING DOWN THE

in SOUTHEAST FLORIDA
by Joe Knetsch

For most of their cumulative four-year history, the three succes
sive military posts in the New River area, designated Fort Lauderdale,
served as launching points for expeditions into the Everglades with the
expectation ofcapturing the elusive Seminoles. These expeditions, which
began shortly after Major William Lauderdale arrived on New River in
the spring of1838, continued until the closing months ofthe war. In "Wind
ing Down the War in Southeast Florida," Joe Knetsch analyzes the final
major campaign launched from Fort Lauderdale and other points along
the lower east coast in the fall and winter of1841. In addition he provides
a look at the background and personalities of the officers involved in the
campaign.

One ofBroward Legacy's most prolific contributors, Dr. Joe Knetsch
is a former Broward County Historical Commissioner currently living in
Tallahassee, where he serves as historian for the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection.

The summer of 1841 was hot and
brutal. For the first time in the his
tory of the Second Seminole War
(1835-1842), United States Army
forces under the command of Colo
nel William Jenkins Worth, had con
ducted a summer campaign against
an evasive Indian foe. All previous
campaigns were conducted during
the cooler, dryer periods between late
fall and late spring. No one, not even
the intrepid United States Deputy
Surveyors, ventured into the swamps
of Florida during the "sickly" season,
when the tepid airs of the "miasma"
rose from the wet ground to kill and
incapacitate those who ventured in
land from the coasts. The insuffer
able summer of1841 was no different
in that respect.

Colonel Worth was well aware of
the effects of the weather upon his
troops. But, discounting prevailing
medical theories and the advice ofhis
own medical corps, this protege of
General Winfield Scott ordered his
troops into the fields. He did this be
cause he felt it necessary to end the

war and was under heavy pressure
to do so. He also felt that putting the
troops in the field would lessen the
negative effects of garrison duty, as
he noted to Adjutant General of the
Army, Roger Jones:

It stands thus then; there is
much & distressing sickness and
deaths, (people die every where)
but the burden of the afflictions
grows out ofgarrison service: The

cause, absence ofmental & physi
cal excitement, heavy food in ex
cess, & greater facilities for
inordinate indulgence.

It would also have the benefit of
placing the enemy on notice that no
season would be safe; that the Army
would and could capture and kill at
any season. Carrying the war into
the enemy's territory during the
"sickly" season would disorient the



Colonel William Jenkins Worth (courtesy of U.S. Army).

Seminoles and add to the destruction
oftheir crops. It would, in the opin
ion of Colonel Worth, sh or t en the
war.' Ending the war was something
his more ill ustrious predecessors had
not been able to do. Therefore, the
health costs to the troops would be
minimal when compared to lives
saved by ending the conflict, already
in its sixth year.

Not every officer stationed in
Florida agreed with Worth. After
campaigning all summer in stifling
heat and humidity, and not finding a
single Indian, Captain John Rogers
Vinton had his doubts, especially af
ter facing his "enormous sick lists.""
Vinton, a strong-willed, pious veteran
of the Florida campaigns, noted the
loss of troops, the frustrations of
camp life , the tensions of daily cam
paigning and the lack of advance
ment as reasons for doubting the
validity of hunting such an elusive
enemy during the torrid Florida sum
mers. Service during the summer of
1841 had already caused him to "suf-

fer some relaxation" in his usual zeal
for campaigning. As he prepared to
move southward, in late fall of 1841,
he could only reflect that he had the
good fortune to be serving under Bre
vet Major Thomas Childs, a man
whose fortunes had enjoyed a favor
able turn during the summer cam
paign."

Brevet Major Thomas Childs was
another gritty veteran of the War of
1812 who had served many years on
the northern frontier before his long
stint in Florida. He had entered the
U. S. Military Academy in 1813 and,
with the immediate need for trained
officers during the War of 1812, was
graduated after less than one year's
classes. Promoted into the Army as
a third lieutenant on March 11, 1814,
he was directly ordered to the
Niagara frontier, arriving in time to
participate in the capture of Fort
Erie. He also played a role in the
Battle of Niagara (July 25,1814) and
was heavily involved in the defense
of Fort Erie as a second lieutenant of
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the Corps of Artillery. After the war
he remained in New York and re
ceived his promotion to first lieuten
ant in 1818. Eight years later, he was
promoted to captain while on garri
son duty at Fort Washington, Mary
land. After an extended tour of duty
on the Maine frontier, the Massachu
setts-born captain was rushed to
Florida in early 1836, in time to par
ticipate in the defense of Fort Drane
in northern Marion County. For this
action he received the rank of brevet
major. With the exception of a short
tour in the recruiting service, he
spent almost the entire period of the
Second Seminole War in Florida's
heat, swamps and wet prairies."

Vinton had noted Childs' "good
fortune" in hunting the Seminoles
and their allies during the summer
campaign, but his success was accom
plished with great strain and persis
tent pursuit. Under direct orders
from General Walker Armistead,
then commanding in Florida, Childs
had been the officer responsible for
the capture of Coacoochee, his
brother, and the brother of King
Philip, all under a flag of truce. For
this act Childs received some con
demnation in the national press, al
though most Floridians rejoiced at
the news." Childs failed to capture
the rest of the band at that time, most
fleeing into the adjacent Everglades.
The major then ordered portions of
the Third Artillery, which he com
manded in East Florida, in pursuit.
On June 25, 1841, Captain Martin
Burke received orders to lead his
fifty-three men, in boats, from Fort
Dallas on a "search and destroy" mis
sion to the islands ofthe Everglades.
Burke's force failed to capture any of
the enemy, but destroyed numerous
recently abandoned fields of crops.
The mission also provided Worth and
Childs information that the Semi
noles and their allies were on the
move in the Everglades, in small,
separated parties." For the remain
der of the summer, troops under
Childs, in conjunction with the na
val forces under Lieutenant John T.
McLaughlin of the famous Mosquito
Fleet, moved constantly across the
Everglades from posts in southern
Florida.' As Worth's aide-de-camp



Fanciful view of fighting in the Second Seminole War from John T.
Sprague's book, The Florida War.
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(and later son-in-law), Lieutenant
John T. Sprague, noted: "The past,
however, taught one thing not to be
mistaken, though painful and revolt
ing - that the Indian's ally was the
summer season." This ally had to
be overcome, along with the enemy's
forces, if the war was to be brought
to a conclusion. Hence, the need for
the expeditions of Burke,
McLaughlin and the others.

The core of the Third Artillery
was stationed with Childs at Fort
Pierce as the fall campaign of 1841
began. Using a number of intelli
gence sources, Childs formulated a
plan of attack along the eastern coast
south of his position. The major or
dered Virginia-born Lieutenant Ed
ward J . Steptoe south with fifty men
in eight boats to explore the branches
of the "Alleatsokee" River, going as
far up these forks as possible with the
boats." Within five miles of the head
of the "right" branch, the lieutenant
found General Eustis' trail, made
during the Jesup campaign of 1837
38. Just prior to Steptoe's return, the
captain of the steamboat Gaston in
formed Childs that he had observed
a vessel landing "two barrels of beef'
which was quickly retrieved by
twenty Indians on the beach. Cap
tain Richard D. A. Wade, Third Ar
tillery, had been assigned to scout
this area, but he was still in the Ev
erglades, near Lake Okeechobee, and
not expected to reach the beach
quickly enough to capture this band
of warriors.'?

Childs decided to take Steptoe's
command and companies com
manded by Lieutenants Edward O.
C. Ord, Thomas W. Sherman and
George Taylor south in an attempt
to seize this band ofthe enemy." The
total command, consisting of five of
ficers and eighty non-commissioned
officers in thirteen boats, left Fort
Pierce on September 6,1841. 12

Part of Childs' command entered
the Atlantic at Jupiter Inlet and fol
lowed the coast for twenty miles, with
a parallel company on land to look
for the haulover into the
"Hillsborough Lagoon." Much to the
major's surprise he found a fresh
water lake thirteen miles long and
one to two and a half miles wide

[Lake Worth]. The southern outlet
of this lake was covered in sawgrass
and impassable for the boats. He es
timated that this lake was fifteen
miles from the actual Hillsboro La
goon as shown on his inaccurate map.
Using his field glasses he espied a
number of small islands in the lake
which, upon examination, contained
only one occupation and a corn field .
However, on the sea coast side of the
lake, the major's force discovered,
"extensive fields of corn, pumpkins,
potatoes, the Indian pea, melons, to
bacco, rice & sugar cane in the high
est state of cultivation." These the
major ordered destroyed. He de
scribed the entire length of coast as
a continuous field broken by
sawgrass and bushes, but all con
nected by a trail. There were no In
dians to be found; it was obvious that
they had spotted his command com
ing down the coast. The major's com
mand spent five days on the lake
destroying the "luxuriant fields,"
which he estimated would yield over
two thousand bushels of potatoes and
several hundred bushels of corn. It
took eighty men two full days to de
stroy these crops. Childs felt that this
was a heavy blow to the Indian's sup
ply base."

Days before Childs' expedition,

Captain Burke left Fort Dallas for
Fort Lauderdale, assuming tempo
rary command there. He reported
leaving Fort Lauderdale on Septem
ber 3 with 119 men and six officers
in boat companies. Following New
River into the Everglades, this com
mand soon spotted a new boat trail
in the sawgrass leading to one of the
numerous small islands. The Indi
ans, Burke surmised, had spotted his
command and fled into the adjacent
swamp, leaving behind one rifle, two
canoes, a small skiff, and most of
their camp utensils, inclu ding nu
merous blankets. They also aban
doned their tools for harvesting
coontie, which were destroyed by the
troops. Following a "squaw guide,"
the command continued toward Lake
Okeechobee. Noticing smoke in the
distance, Captain Burke assumed it
was a warning to other Indians of

I their presence. The guide told them
that the smoke was a signal to gather
the women and children, but not a
warning. Discounting this explana
tion, Burke ordered his troops further
into the glades toward the smoke.
Approaching the lake from its south
ern extremity, Burke's men soon
spotted two Indians on the shore,
calling upon them to land. The cap
tain was suspicious of such a call and



Seminole War map of Lake Worth.

told th e interpreter to ask them to
come forward under the assurance of
safe conduct. They came and told
Burke that they were the Indians
who had abandoned the island the
day before. They had recently come
from the Big Cypress, south of the
Caloosahatchee River, via Fisheating
Creek , and had gone to all of the
usual places. Finding no food or other
Indians, they stated they were will
ing to leave Florida. When these
"ca pt ives" were pressed for the
whereabouts of Sam Jones, they re-

marked that the last they knew he
had gone to the hunting grounds
south of Fort Dallas, Burke's point of
departure."

By the eighth of September,
Burke's command, still scouting the
southern shore of Lake Okeechobee,
arrived at an old palmetto fortifica
tion [Fort McRae] . After failing to
meet the two warriors who had
agreed to bring in their women and
children, Burke ordered a more in
tensive scout of the southern rim of
the lake, taking three days provisions
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to sustain the troops. Less than four
hours from the stockade their boats
were hit by a quick moving storm
from across the lake, and the vessels
driven ashore. Luckily, none of the
provisions or men were lost in this
storm. On advice from the "squaw
guide," Burke reasoned that they
were at least five days from Fort Dal
las. Regrouping and judging the
stores on hand at Fort McRae to last
at least eight days, Burke proceeded
south to find the outlet of "Incha
Hatchee" which reportedly led from
the southern end of Lake Okeechobee
into the Everglades. Failing to find
this outlet, the command was forced
to find another way back to Fort Dal
las. Finding an easier route with
fewer haulovers, the entire command
spent the night of September 16 at
Fort Lauderdale with all provisions
exhausted. They returned the next
day to Fort Dallas via the inland
route through the Rio Ratones
[Snake Creek]. Only one warrior re
turned with Burke, but he was "will
ing and anxious" to act as a guide for
the troops."

About the same time Burke was
returning to Fort Dallas, a local
wrecker reported to Captain Richard
Wade, commanding at Fort Lauder
dale, that he had seen two men, who
looked like Indians, along the beach,
south of New River Inlet. Captain
Wade immediately sent a twenty
five-man force in canoes under Lieu
tenant Francis O . Wyse, to the
scene." Wyse's men arrived too late
to intercept the men, but found a
fresh trail and followed it for several
miles. Signs left by the two men in
dicated to Wyse that they may return
to the inlet, and he decided to stay
the night near the inlet. In order to
cut off all retreat, he sent a messen
ger back to Fort Lauderdale, advis
ing Wade to send troops to "Lake
Tompkins."!" The troops dispatched
by Wade to "Lake Tompkins" left Fort
Lauderdale at three o'clock in the
morning and arrived about sunrise.
Examining the eastern shore of the
lake produced no evidence or recent
signs, but the southern end of the
lake held more promise. Led by the
intrepid Lieutenant George H. Tho
mas, later famous to history as the
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u.s. forces operating in the Everglades (courtesy of the U.S. Navy).

"Rock of Chickamauga," the com
mand proceeded in its canoes, follow
ing an old creek leading from the
southern extremity. After three to
four miles the mangroves crowded in
so as to block further passage. Tho
mas observed no recent signs of im
provements in this secluded
waterway and concluded his difficult
search when "the only axe we had"
was lost overboard. IS Meanwhile,
Wyse waited in vain at the inlet for
the two men to return.

Throughout the month of October
1841, troops under the command of
Major Childs, now numbering eight
companies of the Third Artillery,
were on the move in the Everglades."
Captain Burke made one of the more
memorable scouts of the war in south
Florida when he traversed the Ever
glades. In cooperation with Naval
Lieutenant John T. McLaughlin,
Burke reached "Chikkos Island" on
October 11. The combined force num
bered 260 men. This group arrived
at the "Lower Landing" on the 14th,
later than they had anticipated. Re
turning to a point between Shark
River and a position supposed to be
northeast of Fort Harrold, the troops
paddled and slogged their way up in
numerable inlets , lagoons and
sloughs, one taking three quarters of
the day to traverse. They did not
reach the Everglades proper until the
nineteenth, when they sighted their
first enemy and gave chase, captur
ing only one canoe. The entire coun
try was covered with water, and trails

were difficult to locate. Nine days
later the entire command arrived at
Punta Rassa, near the mouth of the
Caloosahatchee River. On Novem
ber 2, Burke's command was ordered
to return to Fort Dallas via the
Caloosahatchee River, Lake
Okeechobee, the Loxahatchee River
and the coast. The only physical re
sult of the expedition was the de
struction of a large number ofIndian
huts and corn fields. However, ac
cording to John T. Sprague, this ex
pedition caused, "much apprehension
in the Big Cypress Swamp," and
showed the enemy that a large force
was capable of reaching anywhere in
the Everglades at any time of the
year." The reason for the cross-pen
insula return, improbable as it may
seem, was to catch Sam Jones' group
by surprise. Like so many reports of
his whereabouts, this one proved
false. "

By November Major Childs had
put into motion a large number of
scouts and had brought troops from
Fort New Smyrna, under Captain
Vinton, to Fort Lauderdale. The
most successful of these scouts was
led by Captain Richard Wade, who
left Fort Lauderdale and headed
north with three officers and sixty
non-commissioned men, in twelve
canoes. In his report, Captain Wade
noted, "We proceeded by the inland
passage to the northward, coming out
in the bay at the Hillsborough Inlet,
and in such manner that our canoes
were concealed from the view of an

Indian, whom I there discovered fish
ing on the Northern point of the in
let; I made the requisite di spo sitions
immediately to land, and succeeded
in surprising him."22 Wade, "operat
ing on his hopes and fears, "
pursuaded the frightened man to
lead them to his encampment, which
was then surrounded and assaulted
by the troops. The result was the
capture of twenty Indians and the
killing of eight attempting to escape.
Following a small stream as far as
possible, the command enca mped .
On the following day, one of the pris
oners, the noted guide, Chia-chee (of
ten referred to as simply ChD, led the
force to another village where an ad
ditional twenty-seven Seminoles
were captured and a "large quan
tity of provisions" destroyed. The
soldiers continued north to Lake
Worth, "where [they] found and de
stroyed a canoe, a field of pumkins,
and an old hut." One more Indian
surrendered to Wade before he went
back to Fort Lauderdale. Upon hi s
return, Wade allowed Chia-chee to
return to the swamps and bring in
six additional Indians. Wade's reca
pitulation indicated a total of eight
Indians killed, fifty-five captured and
many provisions and materials de
stroyed. The expedition's most im
portant gain, however , was the
acquisition of a reliable guide, who
continued in service throughout the
remainder of the war.F'

Major Childs was pleased with
the results of Wade's actions and



Captain John Rogers Vinton's drawing of Lake Monroe in cen
tral Florida, 1837 (courtesy of Otto Richter Library Special Col
lections, University of Miami).

noted that he was assisted by Lieu
tenants Thomas and Ord and Assis
tant Surgeon Ernerson.> Not
everyone had such a glowing opinion
of the operation. Captain John
Rogers Vinton emphasized the role
of luck and good fortune more than
the abilities of those involved. Wade,
he believed, owed his "good fortune"
to outside aid more than personal at
tributes, zeal or military ability. "The
public prints," he noted, had praised
the success of Colonel Worth's entire
operation and, in the usual fashion,
failed to see his faults . In this treat
ment, the press was repeating what
it had done with every new leader
who commanded in the swamps of
Florida. Stating that he believed
Worth a man deserving of success for
his zeal and spirit, Vinton warned of
the fates of others before him. He
concluded by declaring that the war
"is but a hunt after all," and that ac
cident had as much to do with suc
cess as thorough planning and
execution."

By the time Vinton arrived at
Fort Lauderdale on November 5,
1841, Wade had already left the fort
and headed north on the scout re
ported above . Immediately, Vinton
was advised by Captain Cooper ofthe

schooner Francis that he had seen
two Indians near the mouth of the
Hillsboro, apparently gesturing to
the schooner to come ashore. Vinton
quickly dispatched Lieutenant Will
iam Harvey Churchill to the scene."
After marching twelve to fourteen
miles to the place described by Cap
tain Cooper, Churchill found evi
dence of three Indians on the beach,
two large and one small, possibly a
child. He followed their tracks in the
not so romantic moonlight until they
terminated on the south shore of
Hillsboro Inlet. Having no means of
crossing the inlet, and knowing that
Wade's forces were in the area,
Churchill returned to Fort Lauder
dale. No speculation explains why
these Indians risked capture on a
beach near an active military post."

While Vinton, Churchill and
Wade were occupied with their en
deavors, Lieutenant Francis O. Wyse
returned to Lake Worth to destroy
more fields on the western shore. The
large number of fields, especially on
the eastern margins of the lake, in
dicates the fertility ofthe area which,
in later years, attracted pioneers to
south Florida. It also shows the lack
of accurate geographic knowledge the
Army possessed about this vicinity.
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Given the activities ofthe Army dur
ing the campaigns of 1837, 1838 and
1839, this fact is surprising. Wyse's
scout produced no prisoners or enemy
casualties, only the destruction of an
isolated field."

Major Thomas Childs, like many
of his fellow commanders, had only
one real goal for his 1841 campaigns,
the capture of the elusive Sam Jones
and his followers . Almost every ma
jor move of the Third Artillery was
dictated by the supposed or rumored
whereabouts ofthis Native American
master of guerrilla warfare. The cap
ture or destruction of Sam Jones be
came an obsession. Almost every
piece of correspondence from Childs
notes this. Concerning the destruc
tion of the fields at Lake Worth,
Childs wrote, "My opinion is that
these fields belonged to Sam Jones
& his party & that Indians were sent
from Okeechobee to tend them."29
Burke's expedition into the Ever
glades included the capture of an In
dian who, "I think will be invaluable
if an expedition goes again to the
Everglades for Sam Jones."30 When
Chia-chee, or "George" as the major
referred to him, was brought in, the
determined Childs rewarded him
with a bag containing one hundred
dollars, to guarantee his faithfulness
to the Army, even though "George,"
the major reported, "cannot say were
Sam [Jones] is, but some where in the
Everglades." His interviews with the
others captured with Chia-chee
proved equally fruitless. "Thus far,"
he recorded, "I have not been able to
gather any information as to Sam
J ones' where abouts. They say they
have not seen him for a long time."
But, he continued, "I am trying to in
gratiate myself into their confidence
& in a few days I hope to find out how
much they know. I would not advise
these Indians to be removed from this
so long as there is any hope of bring
ing in others.'?' This tactic, like all
others for gaining access to Sam
Jones, ended in failure. Captain
Vinton had informed Childs just two
days prior to the above letter that this
group of Indians had reported that
Sam Jones and forty-five warriors
were on an island in the Everglades.
However, Childs did not take heed of
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Statue at Broward County's Tree Tops Park of Sam
Jones leading a Seminole mother and child to safety.

Detail of John Lee Williams' 1837 map of Florida
showing the absence of Lake Okeechobee.

this advice and vowed "to make a
dash at Sam Jones wherever I may
find him with as gallant a set of of
ficers & soldiers as ever invaded the
Everglades." Childs had one fear
that Wade's successful capture ofthe
fifty-five would induce Sam Jones to
move further into the Everglades."

The compulsion to bring in the
evasive leader and his followers gave
rise to interesting, continual specu
lation. Whether reading the papers
of Captain Vinton, the narrative of
John T. Sprague or the letters ofthe
commanders found in the Letters Re
ceived by the Office of the Adjutant
General, it is hard to escape the con
clusion that this wily leader had his
enemies totally confused and baffled.
Following reports of Jones being in
the vicinity of the Loxahatchee River,
troops of the Third Artillery were
poured into the area. News that he
was headed for or in the Big Cypress
led Colonel Worth to order troops un
der Major William Belknap, Captain
McLaughlin and Major Childs to con
verge on that region. When the ex-

peditions under Captains Vinton and
Burke had covered portions of this
ground, the specu la t ion was that
J ones had fled to the prairies of the
Kissimmee or toward Fisheating
Creek. As Childs proffered again: "I
think it important that troops be sent
to the Kissimmee, to which place Sam
Jones will probably go if routed out
of the Locha-Hatchee."33 The evasive
tactics used by Jones, following the
pattern set by Coacoochee, Osceola,
Tiger-Tail, Alligator, King Philip,
Octiarche and others during this war
in the midst of Florida's uncharted
wilderness was too much for officers
trained in set-piece military theory.
To their credit, the campaigns of
Worth and Childs were relatively ap
propriate adjustments to these tac
tics.

An additional point does need
emphasis here - offensively, the
Army was heavily handicapped by
lack of accurate geographical knowl
edge. This woeful weakness should
not surprise us when we reflect that
the best known map of the era, that

of John Lee Williams (1837), does not
show Lake Okeechobee. As the ac
counts of Childs' September expedi
tion demonstrate, Lake Worth was
not on his charts. This virtual store
house of agricultural supplies for the
Seminoles and their a llies was unre
corded on any map of the time, even
though a major battle had been
fought under General Thomas Jesup
on the banks of the n earby
Loxahatchee River three years ear
lier. Clearly this important area was
ignored and unscouted by the Army
prior to the arrival of the Third Ar
tillery in 1841. These examples re
peat in nearly every region of Florida,
including the vicinity west of Talla
hassee, where the last of the "ren
egade Creeks" under Pascoffer
surrendered to Captain Ethan Allen
Hitchcock in January of 1843 , nearly
five months after the conclusion of
the war.34 This lack of specific geo
graphical knowledge greatly affected
the Army's attempts to capture and
deport the elusive Seminoles and
their allies from the swamps of
Florida.

Aware of thi s weakness, the
Army made efforts to co-opt captives
at every opportunity. In the case of
Chia-chee, he was given one hundred
dollars to remain loyal and lead the
troops into the unknown Everglades



Dispatch from M~orThomas Childs at Fort Lauderdale to Cap
tain Vinton directing Vinton to report to Fort Pierce shortly
before leaving south Florida.

in pursuit of Sam Jones. Immedi
ately after his capture, this reliable
guide led Lieutenant Wyse to plant
ing grounds and villages on the west
ern shore of Lake Worth." When the
Prophet was rumored to be leaving
the Big Cypress for a lake guarded
by mangroves near Key Biscayne,
Chia-chee was officially cited by Colo
nel Worth as the most reliable source
to explain how to attack that posi
tion." At the time, Chia-chee had
been assigned as guide to the Mos
quito Fleet under Captain John T.
McLaughlin. Worth also relied upon
Chia-chee's advice to inform Major
Belknap of the most likely locations
to find the Prophet in the Big Cy
press." Although this reliance upon
one guide was unusual, Chia-chee

had proven himself to Worth and
Childs.

Other sources of intelligence
were also taken seriously. When such
information came that Sam Jones
was definitely on the Loxahatchee,
troops from Fort Lauderdale under
Captain Wade were dispatched to the
vicinity. Wade's assignment was to
scour the area along the coast, past
Lake Worth and toward the headwa
ters of the Loxahatchee River. He
was then to descend the river and
scout along the way to Fort Jupiter,
before heading back to Fort Lauder
dale. Wade's movements were to be
timed to coincide with a more west
erly route taken by troops under the
command of Captain Vinton. Even
with the aid of "two good guides,"
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Wade could not control the unfavor
able December weather, and the two
forces essentially operated indepen
dently of each other. This created a
gap through which, if needed, Sam
Jones and his band could easily have
escaped detection."

John Rogers Vinton was elated
to have a chance to pursue Sam
Jones. Writing from Fort Lauderdale
on November 29, 1841, Vinton in
formed his mother of his most recent
illness and incapacity, noting that it
had prevented his partaking of the
most recent movements by Major
Childs. Yet he was excited to be in
all the "bustle & enterprise of an ac
tive campaign." His long duty at Fort
New Smyrna was less active than
posts like Fort Lauderdale. Vinton
felt that the upcoming campaign was
vital for the Third Artillery because
unless the Seminoles were captured
and removed, the regiment would be
stuck in Florida indefinitely." By De
cember 15, Vinton was writing home
to inform his family that he was leav
ing Fort Lauderdale and that his
command numbered 120 men in
nineteen boats. The goal was again
the capture of "the old fox" Sam
Jones.40 Once again, Captain Vinton
was to be disappointed, noting: "it has
not been my good fortune to meet &
capture Sam Jones." The dejected
captain could only speculate as to his
time of departure from Florida and
complain about the sameness of the
Florida landscape." However, for
John Rogers Vinton, his active cam
paigning in Florida was over. He
soon shipped to Georgia and points
further north.

Vinton's route was up the west
ern side of Lake Worth to the
Loxahatchee River, where he was
scheduled to meet Captain Wade, and
thence west over the wet prairies of
the "Halpatioka" swamp, west of Fort
Pierce. Guided by "old Georgy" and
Johnny Tigertail, with Negro John as
his interpreter, Vinton felt sure he
would meet with success. But as the
days wore on and the waters of the
swamps grew cooler, Vinton's com
mand was forced to find whatever
signs they could and follow them to
their conclusions. Their only "cap
ture" was the Indian known as Katsa
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Micco, "a wild & eccentric Character,
associated with no party-though an
actual relative of Sam Jones himself."
West of Fort Pierce, the command did
find some villages, abandoned but re
cently farmed. Some islands in this
swamp contained old camp sites,
with canoes and some more or less
wild crops still producing - all of
which were destroyed. Thus,
Vinton's last campaign in Florida
uncovered only old camps, worn out
tools, and one, semi-exiled Indian;"
Held up by winds, rising water, nu
merous cypress swamps and low
marshes, Captain Richard Wade

1 Letters Received by the Office of the Adju
tant General (Main Series) 1822-1860,
Record Group 94, Roll 244, W 434-Z, 1841
(Washington: National Archives and
Records Service, 1964), Microcopy No. 567.
Letter of July 24, 1841, Worth to Jones.
Hereafter, LRAG, date of letter and corre
spondents. All letters quoted from this
source are from Roll Number 244, except
endnotes 42 and 43.
Vinton Papers, Manuscript Department,
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fared no better.v' The last major
scouts from Fort Lauderdale had con
cluded without results.

Neither Childs, Worth, Vinton,
Wade nor McLaughlin ever found or
captured the elusive Sam Jones. As
the war wound down and eastern
posts like Fort Lauderdale were
abandoned, no word surfaced of his
capture or whereabouts. Without ac
curate maps, Indian guides provided
advice, but failed to lead the Army to
its goal. As Childs informed Worth,
communication with Sam Jones was
effectively precluded, "All the Indi
ans refuse to go to Sam Jones they
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A LIFE'S JOURNEY
by Mary McGreevy

Broward County has been home to more than its share ofoutstanding,
colorful and fascinating personalities. In addition to early pioneers and
later residents who have built their careers in Broward, the county's repu
tation as a resort and retirement haven has drawn remarkable and illus
trious figures from throughout the United States and the world. Many of
these newcomers have contributed greatly to community life, at the same
time enriching their own already-noteworthy accomplishments. Such a
person was Martha Munzer, already a noted author, teacher, reformer
and environmentalist, when she moved to Broward County in 1979. In
her final twenty years she became active in a number ofendeavors and is
perhaps best known locally as the author ofa history ofher adopted home
town, Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, A Living History.

Mary McGreevy, a frequent contributor to Broward Legacy, is founder
and executive director of the Dora Achenbach McGreevy Poetry Founda
tion, Inc., and has published several books ofpoetry. A personal friend of
Martha Munzer and fellow member of the American Association of Uni
versity Women, she concludes her biographical account with a brief/Per
sonal Remembrance."

T.S. Eliot (quoted at the beginning of
Martha Munzer's autobiography):

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end ofall our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time.

INTRODUCTION

On a beautiful, clear day at Fort
Lauderdale beach, a cooling breeze
blew from offshore, refreshing pic
nickers seated at long, paper-covered
tables under tall, shady, long-needled
pine trees. Off to the side of the food
laden tables, a small woman wear
ing a white baseball cap sat in a
metal, collapsible, bright-colored
beach chair, eagerly eating food
brought to her on a paper plate. In
termittently she smiled and broke
into conversation with some of the
other picnickers, including Dorothy
Leland, the Director of Women's
Studies at Florida Atlantic Univer
sity, who asked her to speak to her
students. When asked why she

wanted someone of that age to ad
dress her young students, Dr. Leland
answered that Martha Munzer was
inspiring because she knew of and
had careers that most women didn't
dream of before the beginning of the
feminist movement took hold. Yes,
Martha was an inspiration; she had
impact. This author certainly real
ized that when her daughter, who

had seen Martha inducted into the
Broward County Women's Hall of
Fame, declared that mathematics
was going to be her college major.
"I'm going to be like Martha Munzer,"
she said, "Not artsy like my mother."!

It was not unusual for Martha
Munzer to participate in an Ameri
can Association of University Women
(AAUW) fund-raising picnic. It was



Martha Eiseman Munzer

New York City as it appeared during
Martha's childhood.
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not unusual to find her outdoors in
the natural world she so loved. What
became a part of her "claim to fame"
in Broward County and set Martha
Munzer apart was that she was al
most ninety-six years old at the time!

With today's miracle medicines
and fastidious health-care programs,
one is probably not so astonished by
knowing a nonagenarian. However,
regardless of age, Martha Munzer's
energy and activity were astonishing!
She attended and often lectured at
AAUW meetings, as well as special
events promoting conservation and
reasonable use of natural resources.
She was especially active in efforts
to save the Everglades, and long
worked for Marjory Stoneman Dou
glas' Friends of the Everglades.2 At
the end of her life, Martha was writ
ing a book on the Friends of the Ev
erglades, detailing how it was formed
and how she came to know Marjory
Stoneman Douglas and her work."

EARLY YEARS
Martha (Eiseman) Munzer was

born in New York City on Septem
ber 22, 1899, one of four children of a
prominent silk merchant. She at
tended the Ethical Culture School,
operated by the Ethical Culture So-

Martha Eiseman, age six, ca. 1905
(photo courtesy of Cher Souci and
the Munzer family).
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The Ethical Culture School (photo courtesy of Ethi
cal Culture Fieldston School).

ciety, an organization founded in 1876 and based on the
premise of the value of the individual. The humanistic
approach, which Martha learned early in life, became the
basis of her lifelong philosophy that "we are one human
family and must, in the long run, fall or stand together."?

After graduating from the Ethical Culture School in
January 1918, Martha took a course in Morse code and
wireless telegraphy while waiting to enter Smith College
in the fall. With the country in the midst of the First
World War, she hoped to enlist in the military as a teleg
rapher. With other female friends, Martha learned that
the military was hardly ready for women. Instead, Martha
helped the war effort by becoming a farmerette at the
State Agricultural School on Long Island, "raising vic
tory crops or pitching manure.:"

While on Long Island, Martha continued tinkering
with her small wireless set. One of her friends suggested
"h alf jokingly" that she go to the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology instead of to Smith. Martha's mother took
the ambitious student to Cambridge to see the MIT dean,
who told her he would be obligated to accept her as a
student if she passed the entrance exam, which she did!"

In 1919, women seeking careers in engineering and
technology were rare indeed! Martha entered a predomi
nantly men's college, lived in a hotel and drove her own
car-all while only a freshman. As past president of the
Fort Lauderdale AAUW Sally Borneman said of Martha,
"She early broke the shell of traditional feminine life."?
Martha's actions predated the nationwide feminist move
ment that got its impetus from Gloria Steinem, Betty
Friedan and the National Organization of Women in the
1960s. Martha Munzer was a pioneer in the realization
that many modern women need more than homemaking
for justification and satisfaction. In her autobiography

Martha, age eighteen, about the time of her gradu
ation from the Ethical Culture School (photo cour
tesy of Cher Souci and the Munzer family).



Massachusetts Institute of Technology great court, as it ap
peared when Martha attended (photo courtesy ofMIT Museum).

she explained that her parents were
open-minded and allowed her the
freedom she deserved. Recognizing
her true personality and ambitions,
they gave Martha the opportunity to
fulfill herself in the world."

As many do, Martha fell in love
while still in college, her junior year.
Her husband-to-be, M. Edward
Munzer, was an employee of her fa
ther. Martha recalled that:

He was handsome, blue-eyed,
and debonair. We had seen each
other only four times when I al
most literally nabbed him, he pro
posed, and we decided to get
married. Fortunately, we all had
the good sense to realize I should
first finish college and get my de
gree,"

Two days after graduation,
Martha married and tried to settle
down to being a homemaker, a career
in which she had little interest. One
pregnancy, which gave her a son, Ed
ward, Jr., was followed quickly with
another, which gave her twin girls,
Stella and Martha, and left her little
time to practice her engineering pro
fession. Although she tried to be a
good wife and mother, she knew do
mestic life was not fulfilling enough
for her. She organized a day camp
that helped satisfy her energies, but
that lasted only a few months a year.
Restless, Martha found herselfenam
ored with an old schoolmate who
shared her love of books. It was this
"secret love" that added renewed life

to her existence, a joy that "illumi
nated every nook and cranny" of her
life. 10 In spite of her disappointments,
she felt that her marriage to Ed
Munzer was nevertheless significant
and, as she later recalled, full of "bit
tersweet reward."!' Her firstborn
died in 1985, and she eventually had
seven grandchildren and eleven great
grandchildren. 12

With the Depression came
Martha's opportunity to take up a
career again - teaching. Needing to
contribute to the financial support of
her family, she obtained a science
teaching post at her old school with
the assistance of Augustus Klock, her
former teacher who had first inspired
her interest in science. She later
wrote:

And so, rusty in high school
chemistry, unprepared in the field
ofgeneral science, completely in
experienced in classroom teach
ing, I was launched pell-mell on
a new career. I've often told other
young teachers just beginning
their professional life, ';'Ifonly you
survive the opening round, you
should have it made." 13

Although at first she experienced
problems presenting materials to her
students, Martha eventually became
a good teacher, helped by Mr. Klock
and her other colleagues.

During the time Martha was
teaching, she and her colleagues be
came involved with many social is
sues, issues which helped lay the
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foundation for the American civil
rights movement. She, her students,
and "left-wing" colleagues found
themselves "at least coming to grips
with mighty issues-social and eco
nomic justice and its relation to po
litical freedom."!' She realized that
each person had to find his own path;
for Martha this path led away from
partisan politics into support for or
ganizations concerned with specific
issues of civil liberties and civil
rights. 15

During these years, Martha ac
quired the habit of matching her con
cerns with increasingly appropriate
actions, a habit that was to last her
lifetime. She supported conservation
causes both in New York and Florida,
and feminist causes through her in
volvement with the AAUW of Fort
Lauderdale and the League of
Women Voters. She noted that
women had "to raise our voices to
obtain 'equal pay for equal work."'16
She continued to believe that there
is "a stiff battle still to be fought to
establish the fact, once and for all,
that females are in no respect to be
looked upon or treated as second
class citizens.'?"

Although Martha taught in a tra
ditional setting and followed ortho
dox teaching methodology, she
became interested in an open setting
which allowed less traditional pre
sentation of ideas and materials to
students. She preferred the "learn
by-doing" methods advocated by edu
cation philosopher John Dewey. She
reported that she was more comfort
able in an open setting that stressed
a "mutual quest for learning" be
tween teacher and student, rather
than emphasizing the teacher's
knowledge. "Sometimes it's hard to
know who is the teacher and who is
the learned. I've been on the learn
ing end a considerable part of the
time," she wrote." Field trips, com
munity related aspects of school life
and experimental summer camps,
such as science work camps, allowed
Martha the freedom to explore alter
native educational methods."

A CHANGE IN FOCUS
The summer of 1952 was a

memorable one for Martha, one in
which, she recalled, "the entire course



The Ethical Culture School Fieldston Campus, where Martha taught
(photo courtesy of Ethical Culture Fieldston School).
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of [her] life was changed."20 Her
nephew, a professor of biology, asked
her to plan a group project for her
students in ecology. Not knowing
what the word "ecology" meant, af
ter considerable study and thought,
she came to define it as the study of
the natural interactive conditions
and forces "on which depend the sur
vival ofhumankind itself"?' Martha
was dismayed that so many in her
generation received engineering de
grees without having courses in the
natural sciences. Many years later
she was instrumental in MIT's inau
gurating such courses.

After moving to Florida, she
quickly turned her attention to inves
tigating and defending the state's
unique and fragile ecology. Martha's
research in the subject led her to the
writings of George Perkin Marsh, an
American diplomat and scholar
whose 1864 book, Man and Nature:
or Physical Geography as Modified by
Human Action, warned that the
bounty of nature would be exhausted
as a result of extreme exploitation of
our natural resources.P Another
writer, Gifford Pinchot, chiefforester
during the administration of
Theodore Roosevelt, wrote Breaking
N ew Ground, in which he explored
the relationships between forests,
floods, erosion, streams, soils, min
erals, fish and game. For Pinchot,
the problem became one of ecologi
cal ethics: either use the earth for the
good of man without depleting re
sources and restore them where nec
essary with such projects as
reforestation, or, he argued, perish
from the earth. The concept of con
servation broke through into public
awareness with Roosevelt's White
House Conference in 1908.23 Elabo
rating on this theme in her reading,
Martha quoted another forester, Aldo
Leopold, who wrote in 1948, "We
abuse land because we see land as a
commodity belonging to us. When we
see land as a community to which we
belong, we may begin to use it with
love and respect.">'

Martha's insights into ecology
were prescient in regard to ecosys
tem integrity, the fragile intercon
nectedness of the web of life.
Large-scale human intervention,

complicated by the use of technology,
has greatly reduced the ecological di
versity that contributes to the stabil
ity and balance of natural systems.

Felix Adler, founder of the Ethi
cal Culture Society, stressed that be
lief in a supreme deity was not as
important as how one lived; "deed,"
not "creed," counted, and the indi
vidual was urged to help make life
better not only for themselves, but
also for others. Adler's philosophy
was based on Jewish humanist tra
dition. Although Martha did not live
within the limits of Orthodox Juda
ism, she found that humanism gave
her strength to face many problems
and issues in her life ." She also
struggled through some of the con-

cepts of Christian Science in dealing
with the sickness of her mother;"
However, it was not Mary Baker
Eddy, but Martin Buber, a Jewish
mystical philosopher, whose writings
helped Martha find a satisfying an
swer in her quest for spiritual knowl
edge, enabling her to live in "love and
service" to humankind, affirming
knowledge of herself, of her fellow
human beings, of her habitat, and the
interrelationships of each of these
elements. Through her philosophi
cal background and her interest in
ecology, Martha came to believe that
what we do with our knowledge is su-

Felix Adler.

premely important if humankind is
to have a future on planet Earth. In
the words of naturalist and anthro
pologist Loren Eisley, "As a species,
we must have been implicit from the
beginning, but we are not necessar
ily implicit in the end, especially, if
we continue to regard ourselves as
master of the earth instead of fellow
members of an interrelated and in
terdependent community of living
things.?"

In 1954, after teaching at the
Ethical Culture School for twenty
four years, Martha became affiliated
with the Conservation Foundation in



"Corky" Corkland and Martha at their home
in Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, 1985.
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and finding her new friends to share
her awareness of nature.33

Martha had visited Florida once
before. In 1925, at the height of the
Florida land boom, she had accom
panied her father and sister to Mi
ami, where, she later recalled,
"Everyone was talking real estate,
everyone dreamed of becoming an
instant landowner, from the sporting
gentlemen of the north to the excited
bus boys at the new hotel."34 That
first visit had ended in disappoint
ment, when Martha's father discov
ered the land he had bought
sight-unseen before leaving New
York was swampland. Martha re
membered that her disillusionment
"left me with a feeling that the last
place on earth I'd want to come back
to would be southeastern Florida."35
Upon moving to Lauderdale-By-The
Sea, however, Martha fell in love
with her new hometown. Her inter
est in the environment, involvement
in local organizations and natural
curiosity soon led her to begin explor
ing Lauderdale-By-The-Sea's past.
Town officials urged her to expand
her research and write a history for
publication. She called the resulting
book "a gift to the town.":"

In this book, Lauderdale-By-The
Sea, A Living History, published in
1989, Martha described the town
where she and Corky chose to live as
octogenarians:

Lauderdale-By-The-Sea is
unique - an oasis in a desert of
towering concrete. Its mile of
beachfront with low profile build
ings set far back from the ocean
is a welcome interruption to the
giant condos, bordered by narrow
strips ofsand both to the south at
Ft. Lauderdale and to the north
at Sea Ranch Lakes, neighbor to
Pompano Beach . . .37

Reading Martha's colorful de 
scription of her new hometown, who

. could resist wanting to live there?
The most important of our

recreational landmarks is the
beach. . . There is indeed much to
watch - the boundless sky with
its ever-changing clouds, the
winged creatures, both natural
and manmade, including sea
birds, airplanes, helicopters and

book, Pockets of Hope: Studies of
Land and People. In all of these di
verse locations she found that the
people she met loved the land they
lived on and were united with it in
some spiritual way, convinced that it
was more than just a possession, and
thus they learned to use it with ex
treme care."

A NEW LOCATION
In 1978, while still living in New

York, nineteen years after her hus
band died, Martha received a tele
phone call from Isaac ("Corky")
Corkland, a widower whom she had
known during World War I, when
they were both single. Corkland, who
had retired to Broward County, was
taking a writing class at Nova Uni
versity at which Martha's autobio
graphical memoir, Full Circle:
Rounding Out a Life, was discussed.
He surmised that the writer must be
the same Martha Eiseman he had
known long ago, and contacted her.32

As a result, he traveled to New
York to meet her, and she recipro
cated with a visit to Lauderdale-By
The-Sea. In 1980 they married,
spending their time together until
Corky died in 1986 at the age of
eighty-eight. He was a perfect com
panion, indulging her scientific intel
ligence, helping her to know Florida,

New York. As a staff member, she
wrote books for children on land use
and urban planning, solar energy and
environmental engineering. She
traveled and found out how people
were restoring and renewing their
particular habitat, whether in a ru
ral or industrial setting or in a large,
decaying city."

One of the things she learned
during her employment at the Foun
dation concerned leadership and its
positive effect on environmental im
provement. She found that, "Wher
ever true changes occurred, there
were always good leaders; intelligent
and energetic co-workers; funds, both
private and public, found and made
available to bridge the gap between
dream and reality. Above all, there
were people with a deep love of their
home places."29

She was privileged to see the "ac
tual rebirth of a selected few of the
well-loved places that were rising
phoenix-like from their ashes."30 The
propagators of these successful
projects had learned Martha's
motto-"learn by doing!" She trav
eled to the wilderness of Alaska, the
coal mines of Pennsylvania, the iron
country of Upper Michigan, and an
Indian reservation in New Mexico to
research material for her favorite
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Martha E. Munzer

Martha Munzer's history of her
Florida hometown.

an occasional kite pulled by in
visible strings performing its fas
cinating loop-the-loop stunts.
Looking toward the sea, there are
vessels of various kind - sail
boats, fishing craft close by, and
on the horizon cargo ships, steam
ers and naval craft carriers
headed for some port farther to
the south. Closer to shore are the
swimmers, the occasional
snorkelers, the daring youngsters
riding the waves on their surf
boards. On the sand itselfare the
baskers, relaxing on their beach
chairs or mats and the beach
combers collecting shells or hunt
ing for buried magnetic objects
with their scanners. 38

Martha found her new home
beautiful but fragile:

The ecology of this area, on
the fringe of the original Ever
glades, was drastically altered
early in this century with the
dredging of South Florida's wet
lands and the completion of the
Intracoastal Waterway. The
ocean itself started seeping into
the freshwater marshes all along
the southern coast ofFlorida un
til these wetlands replaced the
freshwater vegetation. Why not,
wondered the first daring pio
neers of the 1900s, get rid of the
mangroves, dredge the marshes,
and begin to develop the water-

front properties? The real estate
boom, the "Florida fever" of the
mid-twenties, quickly accelerated
the process. 39

So began the depletion of the wet
lands and the aquafer that feeds the
Everglades. Many crowding into the
state over the years and many build
ing developments accelerated this
process, which was compounded by
pollution of the water system by in
dustrial progress. Martha's call for
an end to the destruction of nature
has been useful to those who wish to
"Save the Everglades" and the rest
of Florida from the tragedy of over
development. Furthermore, many
development-related problems beset
the residents of small towns like Lau
derdale-By-The-Sea. Martha be
lieved that these problems could be
solved if the townspeople united to
preserve the best of nature."?

HER LEGACY
In the summer of 1991, Martha

Munzer, 1922 MIT graduate, pre
sented a timely and thought-provok
ing paper at the Ninth International
Conference of Women Engineers and
Scientists. The Fort Lauderdale
Branch of AAUW was privileged to
hear this address. Martha com
plained that many disasters were cre
ated by engineers who did not
understand the ecological infrastruc-

ture. She chose three examples to
illustrate her point. First, she said
that in straightening the headwaters
of south Florida's water supply, the
Kissimmee River was "channeled
until it resembled an oversized drain
age ditch-all in the name of flood
control. . .it took a number of years
before it was finally realized that the
river should be allowed to flow freely
once more.":" Second, she mentioned
the pollution of Lake Okeechobee by
runoff from the adjacent dairy and
sugar industries. Third, the issue for
Martha was the drying up of the
downstream water supply, the Ever
glades. "Engineers," said Martha,
"the builders of past mistakes not
only of national but global concern,
must increase their awareness of the
environmental context of their work.
We must achieve balance between
the demands for economic growth
and environmentally sound
projects. "42

Through the efforts of Martha
and other alumni, MIT has estab
lished a Bachelor of Science degree
in environmental sciences and engi
neering to help students acquire an
in-depth knowledge of fundamental
physical, chemical and biological pro
cesses, coupled with mathematical
skills to assess critical environmen
tal problems. Martha was proud of



Martha Munzer at the time she
received the Theodore Roosevelt
Conservation Award, Washing
ton, D.C., 1992 (photo courtesy of
Mary McGreevy).

MIT for taking action. She once
asked the AAUW women if their col
leges and universities had developed
similar projects, emphasizing, ''What
has your Alma Mater done?" No one
could answer the first female who re
ceived an MIT electrical engineering
degree so many years before."

It was no surprise that Martha
received the Theodore Roosevelt Con
servation Award in 1992. She traveled
to Washington, D.C ., to receive this
honor from President George Bush in
the White House Rose Garden. This
national recognition appropriately
rewarded her many years of re
search, writing, teaching and com
munity involvement. She served on
the Conservation Advisory Board in
Mamaroneck, New York, and on the
Planning and Zoning Board in Lau
derdale-By-The-Sea. 44

Locally, she won the honor of be
ing inducted into the Broward
County Women's Hall of Fame in
1994. A longtime member of AAUW,
her nomination was submitted by the
Fort Lauderdale Branch. The appli
cation emphasized Martha's accom
plishments as a forerunner of
feminism, as an accomplished

speaker and as a leader never waver
ing in the slightest from the ideals
and values she had cherished since
her student years. Her membership
in the Hall of Fame recognizes her
efforts on behalfof AAUW and many
other organizations, such as Friends
of the Everglades, the Broward
County Women's History Coalition,
Broward Sierra Club and the League
of Women Voters, to which she de
voted much time."

"TO EVERY THING
THERE IS A SEASON"

Martha Munzer died peacefully
of natural causes on September 13,
1999, at the Broward Nursing and
Rehabilitation Center in Fort Lau
derdale, only a few days short of her
hundreth birthday." A "Celebration
of Her Life" was held at the Bienes
Center for the Arts in Broward
County's Main Library in downtown
Fort Lauderdale. Donations in
Martha's memory funded scholar
ships for local writers to attend work
shops sponsored by the Florida
Center for the Book."

The memorial celebration took
place on the evening of December 8,
1999 in the main room of the Bienes
Center on the sixth floor. The chairs
did not face the front of the room, as
in a lecture, but were arranged in a
circle, perhaps to encourage a
friendly atmosphere in which the
participants could relax and recall
Martha as they knew her without
their talks becoming stiffand formal.
The circle image in the title of
Martha's spiritual autobiography
was particularly appropriate, sym
bolizing the full extent of her long
journey in life.

Jean Trebbi, director of the
Florida Center for the Book, wel
comed guests and spoke about how
often Martha had used the library
and how well-liked she was. John
deGroot, whose workshop at
Omnigraphics Publishers Martha
had attended, emphasized that
Martha was not afraid to be the first
to jump into cold water or enter a
woods. She had once told him that
there was no room in her spirit for
fear. He said she called herself a
"lucky duck.":"

Historical writer Stuart McIver
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Of her many books, Martha
Munzer is perhaps best known
for her autobiography, Full
Circle.

also spoke about her spirit, telling,
"she had great spirit in her tiny
body." In one incident that he recalled
she had determined to speak at a
meeting of the Engineers Club of
Palm Beach, in spite of an injury that
had placed her leg in a cast. Writer
and playwright Martha Moffett re
called meeting Martha Munzer in a
workshop twenty-three years earlier
and remembered that the longer she
knew her the younger she seemed.
Marjorie Head, a member with
Martha in the League of Women Vot
ers, reminisced about serving with
her on committees for environmen
tal resources and women's rights in
the areas of politics, economics and
education. Martha had explained her
personal struggles to Marjorie, citing
her efforts to excell when, as an in
experienced teacher, she had to go to
work during the Depression to sup
port her family. 49

Cher Souci cared for Martha on
a daily basis at the Broward Nursing
Center, making sure that her nutri
tional and medical needs were met
and bringing her CDs of her favorite
music. She emphasized how closely
and dramatically Martha connected
to other persons in her environ
ment-both staffand other patients.
Cher helped with Martha's corre-



The Broward Coun ty Main Library in downtown Fort Lauderdale.
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spondence and gave h er the com pan
ionship and care she so needed. Like
so many others, Cher found Martha
inspiring to the very end of her life.
Rosemary Jones, a longtime friend
and workshop coordinator, recalled
knowing Martha since the 1970s, and
visiting her every week during her

The author recounted this incident to the
group gathered for Martha Munzer's me
morial service at the Broward County Main
Library, December 8, 1999. A transcript of
the memorial, "Celebrate 100," was subse
quently presented to the participants by the
Florida Center for the Book.
Broward County Woman's Hall of Fame
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torical Commission archives, Fort Lauder
dale .
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last two years."
Longtime friend Dwight Burkam
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to travel to London so she could de
liver a speech to the International
Society of Women Engineers and Sci
entists and recounted taking her to
Oregon and Alaska to visit her
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Martha and A.A.U.w.:
A Personal Remembrance

I first met Martha atAAUW
meetings. She was small and
lithe and I liked the way she
could move quickly around the
room, sure-footed, making her
seem much younger than her
years. Active, vital, fun - these
adjectives characterized her later
years. She enjoyed the beach
near her home and swam as of
ten as possible. She ate lots of
vegetables and health foods at a
time when many could not resist
fast food chains and pizza deliv
ery. Her lifestyle contributed to
her longevity, as did her attitude.
She once told me that writing is
the best thing to do when you are
old - it makes the time pass
quickly.

Martha chaired the Fort
Lauderdale AAUW branch's book
group, which usually met at her
Lauderdale-By-The-Sea duplex.
This small unit provided suffi
cient sitting room for the eight to
twelve of us who attended. Her
book cases held old, dark-bound,
hardback books that she read
and reread many times. She also
enjoyed listening to classical
music from her collection of
record albums. A small patio off
the kitchen held several variet
ies of plants, some of which were
tied up to give shade. Her small
kitchen and dining area was so
well-organized that it was more
than adequate. From this area
she served us tea and cookies.

Once, we heard a lecture
analyzing legal issues presented
in a currently popular novel, and
discussed them at length. An
other time a member lectured on
F. Scott Fitzgerald's Great Gatsby.

After about fifteen minutes a
member of the audience inter
rupted the speaker to say she was
bored and asked the lecturer to
quit. "We have had enough of
that guy," the member said.
Martha interrupted her and
asked if she could speak. Of
course, no one dared stop her in
her own home.

Martha explained why she
considered Fitzgerald one of the
greatest American writers of all
time and called Tender is the
Night her favorite book. Martha
spoke of favorites on many occa
sions, probably to call attention
to things she thought significant.
I was happy to find that she had
such a devout passion for litera
ture. After the lecturer finished,
we enjoyed tea and cookies
served with dainty lace napkins.
Long into the late afternoon, af
ter the other women had left,
Martha and I continued to dis
cuss Fitzgerald and other writ
ers. I was surprised to learn that
she wrote poetry. "Come back,"
she said as I left,"Come back any
time."

Martha and I belonged to
both the Fort Lauderdale and
Pompano branches ofAAUW. For
years Martha enjoyed the Pom
pano scholarship luncheon tradi
tionally held at the Lighthouse
Point Yacht Club. In her later
years, some of the women seemed
concerned that Martha continued
to attend. They frequently asked
me her age and found it incred
ible when I explained that she
was over ninety. As sometimes
happens with elders, people won
dered ifher mind was still active.

I assured them that it was - "Go
ahead, ask her anything."

At one of these luncheons I
was standing with a group of
women looking out a picture win
dow at large, white yachts tied up
to the docks a story or so below.
A woman approached our group
shouting, "Get her out of there!"
At the same time I glimpsed
Martha happily pacing up and
down the dockage area. I knew
that Martha was in no danger of
falling, but I ran down to the
docking area to calm the others'
fears. I didn't have to retrieve
Martha; she was leaving the
docks as I approached. "I just
had to see them," she said, "I was
so curious." She was childlike in
her intense curiosity, but adult in
not taking chances. Even in later
years, she traveled widely and
visited friends and relatives
across the United States.

Dwight Burkam, a retired
city planner, shared Martha's in
terests and often accompanied
her to meetings and lectures. I
particularly recall visiting and
sharing a bag lunch with them
at a special meeting of the Sierra
Club in a rustic structure deep
inside Birch State Park. The
meeting concerned the use ofwa
terways for conservation.
Martha and Dwight watched in
tently as the slide presentation
mapped out Florida's waterway
complex; they were fascinated
and still among the audience
when at about two I decided to
go home. The meeting had be
gun early, and I was tired then
- and incidentally hungry. I bid
them a fond adieu.

- Mary McGreevy
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