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BROWARD 
IN 

BROWARD 

A Documentary Chronicle of 
Governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward1S 

Activities in what is Today Broward County 

A native of Duval County and a 
lifelong resident of north Florida, 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward's name 
is inseparably linked with the 
southern peninsula. During his 
term in office as Florida's governor 
from 1905 to 1909, Broward insured 
this legacy by championing the state
sponsored Everglades reclamation 
program begun by his predecessor 
and by actively presiding over the 
launching of the first state dredges 
cutting drainage canals between the 
lower east coast and Lake Okeechobee. 

Today, most Floridians recog
nize the name Broward as that of the 
state's second most populous county, 
named for the governor when it was 
created from Dade and Palm Beach 
counties in 1915. In selecting 
Broward's name, local civic leaders, 
who promoted the county's creation, 
chose to honor the respected and 
recently-deceased state leader whose 
policies had had a tremendous 
impact on the region, and who was a 

familiar figure well-known to area 
residents. 

A tugboat captain by trade, 
Broward made his political career in 

Jacksonville, serving as county 
sheriff, city councilman, and mem
ber of the Florida House of Represen
tatives. He became familiar with 

Place names are frequently bestowed to honor individuals with little 
or no personal knowledge or connection to the places named for them, as 
evidenced by the myriad of Florida counties named for early presidents 
and national political and military figures. Such was not the case with 
Broward County. Although a north Floridian, Napoleon Broward not 
only left his imprint on his south Florida namesake by presiding over the 
launching of the state's Everglades dredging operation, he cr..lso 
frequently visited the region and became thoroughly familiar with its 
land and people. 

"Broward in Broward" documents the Governor's many trips to the 
area later to become Broward County with reprints from newspapers and 
government documents in the Broward County Historical Commission 
archives. These reprints are drawn primarily from the Daily and Weekly 
Miami Metropolis and the Minutes of the Board of Trustees Internal 
Improvement Fund of the State of Florida, with additional excerpts from 
the West Palm Beach Tropical Sun and the Jacksonville Florida Times
Union. The original spelling and punctuation has been retained. Taken 
together, these articles not only illustrate Broward's personal role in 
south Florida history, but provide a colorful look at the region's political 
and economic life during the first decade of the twentieth century. 



Official portrait of 
Governor Napoleon Bonaparte Broward 

(courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives). 

south Florida first as a result of his 
shipping business. The maiden 
voyage of his famous tug, the Three 
Friends, in 1896 included stops at 
Miami and Key West to pick up cargo 
for delivery to Nassau. In the years 
immediately preceding the Spanish
American War, Broward earned 
great fame as a "filibusterer," 
smuggling arms and ammunition to 
Cuban revolutionaries. Although 
his filibustering activities brought 
him to south Florida waters, and 
while cargoes were known to have 
been smuggled to Cuba from New 
River, no documentation that 
Broward visited present-day Broward 
County during this period has 
surfaced. From 1901 to 1903, 
Broward spent an extended period in 
Miami and Key West while oversee· 
ing two lucrative salvage contracts. 
He returned to south Florida in April 
1904 to campaign for the governor· 
ship. In his 1950 biography, 
Napoleon Bonaparte Broward: 
Florida's Fighting Democrat, histo· 
rian Samuel Proctor notes that 
during his energetic campaign, 

Broward visited every county in 
Florida. 

Nevertheless, it was the drainage 
project that thoroughly familiarized 
Broward with the territory that 
would later bear his name. He visited 
the area on at least twenty occasions 
during his term of office, and 
returned at least three times in the 
following year to pursue his interests 
in Everglades drainage and develop· 
ment and to campaign for election to 
the United States Senate. The 
following excerpts from newspapers 
chiefly the Daily and Weekly Miami 
Metropolis- and the Minutes of the 
Board ofTrustees Internal Improve
ment Fund of the State of Florida 
document Broward's visits to the 
area which is today Broward County 
during and immediately following 
his term as governor. The complete 
documents are on file in the archives 
of the Broward County Historical 
Commission. 

======= • -===== 
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Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
February 17, 1905 

GOVERNOR'S PARTY PASSED 
THROUGH Miami Last Night 

After Having Come Down From 
Palm Beach in the Yacht Linnet 

- Trip Was Pleasant 

After having been on the Water 
several days and journeying south 
by the inland passage from St. 
Augustine, Governor N. B. Broward, 
ex-Governor W. S. Jennings, State 
Chemist R. E. Rose, Attorney 
General Ellis, President Miles, and 
General Manager G. G. Gleason, of 
the Coast Line Canal and Transpor
tation Company, and others arrived 
in the city late Tuesday afternoon 
aboard the little yacht Linnet, 
Captain L. D. Potter commanding. 

The party came here from Palm 
Beach via the canal, leaving there 
Monday, and proceeding at leisure to 
Fort Lauderdale, from which place 
they went up Little river to the 
Everglades. Returning to the town 
they remained over night, and 
yesterday came on down the bay, 
and without stopping went to the 
beach on the other side where an 
inspection of the Government work 
on the new deep water channel was 
made. They also viewed the jetty, 
and from there came across and 
proceeded up the Miami river to the 
tram road leading into the Glades. 
The afternoon was spent in that 
locality, and again returning to the 
Linnet they came to the Royal Palm 
[Hotel] dock and landed. 

This was about dark, and 
proceeding to the Biscayne Hotel 
dinner was had after which the party 
boarded the north-bound train at 
7:20 o'clock en route to Jacksonville. 

The trip, as is known, was made 
with a view of determining the 
feasibility of draining the Everglades 
and to inspect the waterways and 
tributaries thereto. Governor 
Broward expressed himself as well 
pleased and impressed with the trip. 

The outing was generally en
joyed and much valuable data on the 
question, or undertaking under 
contemplation, secured. 
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Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
December 8, 1905 

GOVERNOR BROWARD AND 
PARTYNOWAT 

FORT LAUDERDALE-
Is Arranging Preliminaries for 

Draining Everglades -
Machinery and Lumber for the 
big Dredges Now Arriving at 
New River - State Chemist 

Rose is in the Party 

The Times-Union of last Satur
day says: 

"Hon. Napoleon B. Broward, 
Governor of Florida, accompanied by 
Mrs. Broward and one of their 
daughters, arrived in the city 
yesterday morning and registered at 
the Aragon Hotel. 

"Governor Broward, accompa
nied by Capt. R. E . Rose, State 
chemist, proceeded on a trip down 
the East Coast Railway. The 
Governor's visit is in connection with 
the construction of the two large 
dredges to be used in draining the 
Everglades. 

"All of the machinery for these 
two dredges was purchased by 
Governor Broward last summer, 
while he was in Chicago and has 
been shipped down the east coast, 
where the hulls are to be built, to the 
west of the bridge of the F.E.C. 
Railway, where the road crosses 
New River. The dredge will work up 
New River, through the Everglades, 
toward Lake Okeechobee. 

"The lumber for constructing the 
hulls of the dredges has been shipped 
down the east coast, and the work of 
putting the hulls together and 
setting the machinery in place will 
be done by the Merrill-Stevens 
Engineering Company of this city. 

"On account of the dredges being 
of greater width than the opening in 
the draw bridges over the New River 
and the St. Lucie River, it has been 
found necessary to build the hulls 
and erect the machinery for the 
dredges to the west of the draw 
bridges. One of the dredges will be 
named the Okeechobee, and the 
other will be named the Everglades. 
Other dredges of the same general 
style will be built for the great 

Governor Broward (right of center, with hand in pocket) inspecting 
dredge construction at Fort Lauderdale. 

drainage work at an early date. 
"The work is to be done under the 

general supervision of the Board of 
Trustees of the Internal Improve
ment Fund of Florida." 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 97 

MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 15, 1905 

The account of N. B. Broward, 
Governor, for thirty-eight dollars 
and seventy-three cents, expenses 
from Tallahassee to Fort Lauderdale 
and return, to inspect drainage 
operations, was approved and or
dered paid. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
January 26, 1906 

FORT LAUDERDALE NOTES 
The Times-Union's Fort Lauder

dale correspondent under date of the 
22d, says: 

Governor Broward spent Satur
day here in the interest of the 
Everglade drainage. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, pages 117-
118 

MINUTES OF 
MARCH 1, 1906 

Governor N. B. Broward pre
sented his account for forty-five 
dollars and fifteen cents for expenses 
oftrip to Fort Lauderdale and return 
to inspect work being done on the . 
dredges for the reclamation of the 
Everglades, which was approved 
and ordered paid. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
March 8, 1906 

GOVERNOR BROWARD VISITS 
FAIR AND DELIVERS 

IMPROMPTU ADDRESS 
Chief Executive Enthusiastic 

Over Splendid Exhibit of Farm 
and Truck Produce 

Declared Fair an Educational 
Institution, Where Knowledge 

to be Acquired in No Other 
Way, Can be Obtained- Deliv
ered Splendid Words of Praise. 

Sugar Cane Growing 
Advocated But Drainage 

Scheme Not Touched 

By request of the [Dade County] 



Fair management Governor N. B. 
Broward, who arrived in the city this 
morning from Fort Lauderdale, 
where he had been directing the 
building of dredges and otherwise 
preparing for beginning drainage 
operations in the Everglades, deliv
ered an impromptu address at the 
Fair building at noon. 

Owing to the unseasonable hour, 
and the fact that no one knew of the 
coming of the Chief Executive or had 
made plans for his reception, or the 
address, not more than one hundred 
persons were present, but they 
enjoyed a most interesting talk, 
confined entirely to the products of 
Florida and the country and the 
great education fairs and expositions 
are to man. 

The Governor prefaced his 
remarks with the usual formality 
but soon got down to business by 
declaring that education by books 
was necessary, but that the greatest 
educator of all is nature. He classed 
the fair as an [sic.] university and 
said that much was to be learned 
there that could be had in no other 
way, and in dwelling on the products 
of the country where certain articles 
are indigenous and can be raised no 
where but there, he asserted that a 
greater and more varied number of 
agricultural products could be pro
duced in Florida and this section 
than upon any other spot or part of 
the world. 

Here the Governor recited statis
tics showing the amount of oats, 
corn, tobacco and other staple 
articles raised in the United States 
last year, the amount of yield per 
acre and the total profit per acre, 
which averaged about $11. A few 
years ago, he said, a man worth 
$20,000 in the North was considered 
well fixed, and in the South rich, but 
that times and conditions were 
different now, especially in the 
South and Florida, where a farmer 
or trucker expects to make that 
much money in one year and from 
one crop. In Illinois a farmer 
averages but $6 profit to the acre, 
while a Dade county trucker figures 
on nothing less than $100 per acre 
and from that up into the thousands. 

The Governor said that he had 

traveled extensively in this section of 
the State and had found everywhere 
evidence of thrift and prosperity. He 
classed the resources and the 
fertility of Dade county as the 
brightest and best under the sun and 
called as evidence to his assertion 
the mass of vegetation, fruit, etc., 
that adorned the Fair building, and 
to which a superior could not be 
found. 

Here the chief executive changed 
his line of address and declared that 
he believed in diversified farming, 
because it relieved a possible 
congestion in the raising and 
marketing of any one crop. He said 
that he had heard that the danger of 
over producing the tomato crop was 
encountered every season, but that a 
few days ago he talked with a 
representative of a Northern com
mission house, who told him that 
such an idea was incorrect and that 
the crop could have been disposed of 
to good advantage last season had it 
been three times as large as it was. 
He had also been told no later than 
this morning by a gentleman that a 
week ago he paid $1.60 per dozen for 
tomatoes in Chicago. "This being the 
case," said the Governor, "there is 
money in tomatoes and no danger of 
a grower losing out." 

Continuing on the line of 
diversified farming, the Governor 
approached dangerously close to his 
Everglades drainage scheme and 
lecture by asserting that one of those 
crops was the growing of sugar cane 
for the making of sugar and which 
could be grown to immense advan
tage in this section. He quoted a 
great many statistics showing the 
amount of cane grown in the United 
States, the amount of sugar made, 
and the quality of the same. He 
declared that the total amount of 
taxable property, real and personal 
in Florida did not exceed thirty 
million dollars, and that there were 
enough acres of uncultivated land in 
Florida to produce a crop of sugar 
cane that would be worth 
$137,000,000, or more than four 
times the total assessment of Florida 
each year. 

At times the Governor almost got 
his foot, so to speak, into the mire of 
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the Everglades, but he evaded it by 
not telling just where the lands to 
grow all of this crop of sugar cane 
were to be found. 

The address, which was entirely 
impromptu, was interesting and 
frequently the Governor called 
attention to the exhibits around and 
about his audience as evidence of 
what is possible from the soil of Dade 
county. He declared repeatedly that 
the fair was an educational institu
tion and that much could be learned 
there that could be acquired in no 
other manner. 

He was given an ovation at the 
close of his remarks which were 
timely and to the point throughout. 
The Governor is accompanied by 
State Chemist R. E. Rose, and 
together they will return north 
tonight. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 121 

MINUTES OF 
MARCH 16,1906 

N. B. Broward, Governor, for 
expenses of trip to Fort Lauderdale 
and return to inspect dredges 
$44.25. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 125 

MINUTES OF 
APR.a 6, 1906 

N. B. Broward, Governor, ex
penses of trip to Fort Lauderdale and 
return to inspect dredges ... $44.25. 

The Tropical Sun, April 7, 1906 

EVERGLADES DREDGE 
LAUNCHED 

A dispatch from Tallehassee 
[sic.], under date of April 5th, says: 
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' 

Photo above shows produce grown by Walter Waldin on reclaimed 
Everglades land on display at the Dade County Fair, 1904. Below is a 
Florida sugar cane field, photographed in the early twentieth century. 

"Governor Broward and Captain 
R. E. Rose returned last night from 
Fort Lauderdale, where they were 
present at the launching of the 
dredge 'Everglades' Monday. The 
launching of the big dredge boat was 
attended by a large crowd of 
enthusiastic onlookers. Miss 
Constance Bryan broke the custom
ary bottle of champagne over the bow 
of the boat and christened her 
'Everglades,' as she slid from the 
ways into the water. Governor 
Broward made a very happy speech 
as he looked upon the boat con
structed to take part in the 
fulfillment of his plans for the 
reclaiming of the Everglades. 

The Everglades is the largest 
and finest dredge boat south of 
Philadelphia. It is 42 by 180 feet 
long, with 500-horse power engine 
and powerful modern equipment. It 
will be ready for work within six 
weeks. The Okeechobee, the sister 
dredge, will be ready for launching 
within thirty days, and will be twin 
to the Everglades, having the same 
equipment and power." 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
May 12, 1906 

BROWARD, WATSON AND 
WORLEY TONIGHT 
At the Fair Building 

Well Known Politicians Will 
Discuss State and Local Issues 

That are of Much Importance to 
The Public 

A large crowd should turn out 
tonight to hear the speaking at the 
Fair building by Governor Broward, 
Hon. J. W. Watson and Hon. George 
A. Worley, the two latter, candidates 
for Representative from Dade county 
to the State Legislature. The 
speaking will begin at 8 o'clock, and 
Hon. F. M. Hudson, by request of 
Mayor Sewell will preside. 

Governor Broward will discuss 
the pending issue of Constitutional 
amendments, and the two local 
speakers will, it is presumed, define 
their platforms upon which their 
candidacies are based. 

Governor Broward spoke at 
West Palm Beach last night and this 
morning left that place by automo
bile for Fort Lauderdale to review 

1 
t 
• 

At left is Constance Bryan, who christened the dredge Everglades at 
Fort Lauderdale in 1906. At right is the Everglades at work on the 
North New River Canal, ca. 1909. 



George A. Worley. 

the preparations being made there to 
commence the drainage of the 
Everglades. This afternoon he will 
proceed to Miami by the same 
conveyance, and will arrive in ample 
time for the meeting. 

All three of the above mentioned 
gentlemen are fluent speakers and 
the public are assured of interesting 
political discussions. All are invited 
to attend. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
May 14, 1906 

GOVERNOR BROWARD DIS
CUSSED THE EVERGLADES 

DRAINAGE PLAN 
To Large Audience at Court 

House Saturday Night -
Messrs. Worley and Watson 
Gave Way and Postponed 

Debate Until Tonight. 
Governor N. B. Broward, who 

came down Saturday afternoon from 
West Palm Beach, by auto, ac
companied by Hon. George A. 
Worley, John Townley and others, 
addressed the voters of Miami at the 
courthouse that evening, and made a 
most favorable impression. 

The Governor enjoyed his auto 
trip immensely and says it was the 
first time he had ever had such an 
opportunity of viewing the country. 
Quite a lengthy stop was made at 
Fort Lauderdale, where the prepara-

tions for draining the Everglades, 
which he is engineering, were 
visited. Other stops were made en 
route and the party given an 
enthusiastic reception at each place. 

At 8 o'clock in the evening, it 
having been decided to change the 
place of speaking to the court house, 
a crowd of several hundred people 
had gathered to hear the addresses 
that had been announced would be 
delivered by Governor Broward and 
the Messrs. Watson and Worley, 
those of the latter two gentlemen in 
favor of their candidacy for the 
Legislature from Dade county, but 
owing to the length of the speech of 
the former, they waived him the 
privilege and agreed to debate their 
issue at the same place at 8 o'clock 
tonight. 

Hon. Fred'k M. Hudson, pre
sided at the meeting. Governor 
Broward had as his subject "Ever
glade Drainage." He went into full 
details and presented a convincing 
argument in favor of the plan. He 
recited how this vast territory of 
inundated land could be drained, of 
its great productiveness, and as
serted that enough sugar cane could 
be grown there to alone supply the 
world with syrup and sugar. 

He quoted passages of law 
showing that the Everglades belong 
to the State of Florida, and that it 
therefore devolved upon the State to 
drain and make these millions of 
acres ofland tillable and serviceable. 
Two hours or more were consumed 
in the speech, a part of which the 
chief executive devoted to paying his 
respects to the two Jacksonville daily 
papers, both of which he said were 
controlled by the corporations and 
paid by them to oppose the drainage 
of the Everglades. He said that he 
had never accused other papers of 
the State press of being bought and 
controlled, but that many of them 
had been misled by the Jacksonville 
papers. He declared that the Times
Union, with all its wealth and 
enterprise, had never taken the time 
or occasion to examine the State 
records and see what the law says 
relative to the Everglades as State 
property and otherwise. 

The Governor backed up his 
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arguments by facts and figures and 
the majority of his audience were 
most favorably impressed. Yester
day morning he returned to Fort 
Lauderdale, and this morning went 
to Dania, where he will speak this 
afternoon, probably on the same 
subject. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 134 

MINUTES OF JUNE 5, 1906 

The account of N. B. Broward, 
for forty-five dollars and seventy-five 
cents, expenses of trip to Fort 
Lauderdale and return to inspect 
dredges was presented, approved 
and ordered paid. 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
July 13, 1906 

MINUTES 

OF THE 

Trustees 

OF THE 

State of Florida. 

VOLUME VI. 

From January I, 1905, to Docombor, 31, 1906, 

With Financial Staremont for tho Two Years. 

Published Under Authority of Trustees. 

TALLAHASSEE, F LA. 
Curu.1. PtrB.. Co .• ST•n: PIJ.:'I'TD 

1906. 

Title page of the Minutes of the 
Trustees Internal Improvement 
Fund, of the State of Florida, 
covering Broward's first two 
years as governor. 
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GOVERNOR BROWARD 
HOLDS MANY PROXIES 

And Will Attend Policyholders' 
Meeting in New York 

The Times-Union oflast saturday 
contains the following relative to the 
recent doings of Governor Broward 
and the preparations to begin the 
drainage of the Everglades: 

"Gov. Napoleon B. Broward 
spent yesterday in Jacksonville and 
left last night for New York, where 
he goes to attend the meeting of the 
policy holders of the great insurance 
companies of the United States. He 
has a large number of proxies of 
Florida policy holders and it is 
understood that they will be turned 
over to Thos. W. Lawton to vote at 
the meeting. 

"Gov. Broward has just returned 
from Fort Lauderdale, where he has 
been to witness the starting to work 
of the dredge Everglade, built for the 
purpose of carrying out the 
Governor's pet scheme of draining 
the Everglades. 

"The dredge was built at Fort 
Lauderdale in New River, to the 
westward of the railroad bridge 
across the river. This place was 
selected because the dredge, when 
completed, was too wide to pass 
through the draw-bridge opening. 
From this it will be seen that this 
dredge can never be used anywhere 
else, unless it is taken apart and then 
rebuilt on the other side of the 
bridge. It can keep on cutting its way 
up New river, however, until it 
enters Lake Okeechobee, and then 
cut out again, provided enough 
funds can be obtained to carry on the 
work. 

"Governor Broward is having 
another dredge of the same class as 
the Everglade built at Fort Lauder
dale. The second dredge will be 
known as Okeechobee. 

"No report has yet been received 
of the working of the dredge and 
nothing has yet been heard of it 
being sighted on the banks of the 
great inland sea of Florida." 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 

Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 152 

MINUTES OF JULY 21, 1906 

Governor N. B. Broward pre
sented his account for $44.00 to cover 
expenses of trip to Fort Lauderdale 
to inspect work on dredges, which 
was approved and ordered paid. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page164 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 15, 1906 

The following accounts were 
presented and ordered paid . . . A. C. 
Croom, expenses self and Governor 
to inspect dredges under construc
tion at Fort Lauderdale .. . [$]88.30. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VI, page 264 

MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 17, 1906 

N. B. Broward, Governor, R.R. 
fare and other expenses on trip to 
Fort Lauderdale, and return, to 
inspect drainage operations . . . 
$45.00. 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
December 21, 1906 

HAVE CUT FIVE MILES 

"The dredges working from Fort 
Lauderdale into the Everglades have 
already cut their way through the 
shale rock," said a resident of Fort 
Laudredale [sic.] this morning, "and 
has only three miles further to go 
before getting out of the shale rock 
and striking mud and sand, when 
the progress will be easier and more 
rapid. Dredge No. 2 is now building 
and being supplied with machinery. 
It will be a very able machine and 
will be put to work as soon as 
completed. Governor Broward spent 
Thanksgiving at Fort Lauderdale, 
inspecting the dredging operations, 
and announced that he had no 

intention of abadoning [sic.] the 
work." 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 86 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 21, 1907 

Resolved, By the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida that the invitation of 
the Commission for investigation of 
the Acts and Doings of the Trustees 
of the Internal Improvement Fund of 
the State of Florida be and is hereby 
accepted and that Gov. N. B. 
Broward and Comptroller A. C. 
Croom be and are hereby designated 
and requested to accompany the 
members of the Commission on their 
contemplated trip to Fort Lauder
dale and New River to inspect the 
drainage operations now being 
conducted by the Trustees in the 
Everglades. 

The Secretary was directed to 
advance the sum of one hundred 
dollars cash to the Committee to 
defray their expenses on the trip, 
vouchers for which will be furnished 
on their return. 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
August 30, 1907 

A VISIT TO THE EVERGLADES 
DRAINAGE OPERATIONS 

WITH GOVERNOR BROWARD 
AND INVESTIGATING COM. 

Dredges are Now Working 
About Two Miles Apart and 

Making Progress 
Satisfactory to Executive 

Will Soon Be Out of Rocks -
Will Likely Put on Other 

Dredges, one of Them in the 
Miami River 

For some time past the Metropo
lis has been receiving many inquiries 
regarding the progress of draining 
and reclaiming the overflowed lands 
in this county, and also having noted 
many favorable and unfavorable 
comments of Governor Broward and 
the drainage trustees who have this 
work in hand, the editor of this paper 



.. 

.. 

decided to visit the scene of 
operations and make a personal 
inspection of the work and be in a 
position to give the information 
asked for, at the same time, when 
the occasion arose be able to discuss 
the work with some degree of 
intelligence and not from heresay 
testimony. 

With this object in view, and at 
the invitation of Mr. Reed A. Bryan, 
the general superintendent of the 
drainage work, we left Miami last 
Saturday morning for Fort Lauder
dale. Upon reaching this point we 
were agreeably surprised to find that 
Governor Broward and Ron. A. C. 
Croom, of the drainage trustees, had 
arrived the night before in company 
with several members of the internal 

!- '-I I 

improvement investigating commit
tee, including Ron. Syd L. Carter, R. 
Pope Reese, Geo . . G. Leggett and M. 
S. Knight, who were down for the 
purpose of making a general inspec
tion of the dredges and drainage 
operations. We were invited to join 
the party and at about seven-thirty 
all were aboard Mr. Bryan's commo
dious launch enroute to the headwa
ters of New River. 

It would be folly to attempt to 
give a detailed account of what we 
saw on this trip as it would take more 
space than we can at this time spare; 
however we will endeavor to cover 
some of the more essential features 
of this drainage project. The people 
of the state, and of Dade county, for 
that matter, have not the faintest 
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conception of the magnitude of the 
drainage work which is being carried 
on right here in a few miles of Miami 
by the trustees, and to properly 
grasp the real situation one should 
make the trip and see for themselves 
what is being done. 

The two large dredges of the 
State were first visited, and there 
Engineer Newman explained in 
detail the work in hand and the 
plans of the trustees for the 
immediate future. It was shown that 
the dredges were working to the 
westward in parallel lines and about 
two miles apart with Pine Island the 
objective point. When these dredges 
reach Pine Island the trustees will 
have reclaimed a body of about nine 
thousand acres of the richest muck 
land in the state of Florida, with one 
canal bordering on the south and one 
on the north. The land will be 
absolutely reclaimed as the land is 
only about two miles wide and the 
canals will prevent any possible 
overflow from the vast Everglades 
surrounding. Pine Island is about 
twenty-five feet high and there can 
be no overflow from the western 
boundary. 

For the past few months the 
dredges have been cutting through 
solid rock, and naturally could not 
make the headway that they will 
when they cut through the rock rim. 
There is now about three miles of 
rock to be dredged on both canals, 
after which it will be only muck until 
Pine Island is reached. 

The dipper[s] now being used on 
the dredges are for taking out rock 
and have a capacity of only two and 
one-half cubic yards. Ai'J soon as the 
dredges pass through the rock 
stretch new dippers will be installed 
which will have a capacity of from 
four to six cubic yards, thus making 
from two to three times the headway 
that is being made at the present 
time. 

In discussing the drainage propo
sition with Governor Broward he 
talked earnestly and was full of 
enthusiasm over what had been 
done and the plans for the future. He 
is anxious to put on more dredges 
and believes that before another 
year he will have at least six dredges 
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in different parts of the drainage 
district as busily engaged as the two 
in the New River section. He feels 
that the sooner the work is 
completed the better it will be for the 
people of the state, and that with a 
certain amount of work to be done, if 
it takes ten years to complete the job 
with two dredges, then with six it 
should be done in one-third the time, 
and the people enjoy the fruits of the 
labor that much quicker. 

In reply to a question as to 
whether he intended to place a 
dredge in the Miami River, the 
governor replied that it is likely that 
one will be placed here at no distant 
date, but that it depended a great 
deal on the people whether or not 
they would offer any resistance to 
such a move on the part of the 
trustees. 

Replying to an inquiry as to the 
progress of the work of the investi
gating committee, Hon. Syd L. 
Carter, the chairman, informed us 
that the committee expected to 
complete their work within the next 
ten days, and that the report would 
undoubtedly be turned over to the 
Secretary of State not later than 
September 15th. He said that the 
work had been very confining and 
arduous and that every member of 
the committee was glad that work 
was nearing its end. 

Another interesting feature was 
the life and activity noted along the 
banks of New River from Fort 
Lauderdale back to where the 
dredges are at work. Many new 
homes have been erected there by 
truckers and orange and grapefruit 
growers. Launches, row boats, and 
other craft were flitting here and 
there from one end of the river to the 
other, all engaged in various pur
suits. 

A notable feature of the trip 
along these canals was the richness 
of the soil, which is a creamy black 
and ranging anywhere from three to 
five feet thick. Along the banks 
where the muck and rock have been 
thrown out great varieties of weeds 
are growing, some reaching the 
height of fifteen feet, with a diameter 
at the base of from three to six 
inches. This growth is most remark-

able, especially when it is taken into 
consideration that much of it is less 
than a [sic.] six months old. 

Minutes of the Board of Trust~es 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 98 

MINUTES OF 
OCTOBER 11, 1907 

The following accounts were 
presented, approved and ordered 
paid: 

N. B. Broward, expenses to and 
from Fort Lauderdale to inspect 
dredges .. . $43.65. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, pages 
166-117 

MINUTES OF 
NOVEMBER 21, 1907 

Governor Broward made a 
verbal report of his recent visit to the 
dredges "Everglades" and 
"Okeechobee" now at work in the 
drainage and reclamation of the 
swamp and overflowed lands near 
New River, in the Everglades, and 
presented a map prepared by John 
W. Newman, Engineer and Sur-

veyor, in charge of platting the 
reclaimed lands preparatory to sales 
thereof, for the consideration of the 
Trustees. 
Page 122 

Jacksonville, Fla., Nov. 19, 1907 
Trustees of the Internal Im

provement Fund, Tallahassee, Fla. 
Dear Sirs:-
At Governor Broward's instance 

I accompanied him on a visit and 
tour of inspection of the drainage 
canals now being cut by the dredges 
"Everglades" and "Okeechobee" un
der your directions, and beg to advise 
that we traversed the canals from 
New River to the dredges and made a 
careful observation of the general 
effects and results of the work and its 
progress. 

The distances and details of the 
work are no doubt shown accurately 
by the reports of the superintendents 
and engineers. To the point of view 
of a layman, the work done has been 
something marvelous, and the 
achievements far beyond the most 
sanguine or hopeful expectation of 
those in charge of its inauguration. 
For the entire distance of both canals 
are great banks of material, princi
pally rock removed by the dredges in 
cutting the canal approximately ten 
feet deep and sixty feet wide, these 
banks appearing to be about fifteen 
feet high and forty to sixty feet wide 

Downtown Fort Lauderdale, looking southeast with the Andrews 
Avenue bridge across New River at right, ca. 1910 (courtesy of Fort 
Lauderdale Historical Society). 



Fonner Governor 
William Sherman Jennings 

on either bank of the canal. 
That the canals are a success and 

are reclaiming the land as the 
dredges progress, is thoroughly 
established. The canals reduce the 
water level from the surface to a 
point six feet below the surface of the 
ground as shown by the water in the 
canal, and the land for a mile on 
either side of the canal is entirely 
reclaimed, and is practically ready 
for preparation for cultivation, and 
the general influence of the drainage 
reaches to a much greater distance 
than one mile. While on the dredge 
"Everglades," Captain John Newman, 
the engineer, exhibited to us his 
survey plan of the reclaimed lands 
that you are contemplating putting 
on the market in a short time . .. 

Generally speaking, the work is 
a great success. The objections that 
have been urged to the plan and 
undertaking have been overcome by 
actual demonstration of the results 
and effect of the work. The anxiety 
that some urged that if the water 
was turned through the channel of 
New River from the Everglades it 
would overflow the banks, is dis
pelled by the facts which are a 

demonstration to the contrary. The 
influence on the river has never been 
and is not perceptible. The reduction 
of the water level to six feet below the 
surface of the ground is all and more 
than could have reasonably been 
expected. That water will flow 
through the canal and on to the 
ocean is not only demonstrated, but 
the positive truth is that the 
superintendent finds it necessary to 
keep a sufficient quantity of water in 
the canal to float the dredge, while in 
front of the dredge is the water 
pouring over the front of the canal 
and falling six feet over a perpen
dicular dam to the water level of the 
canal and thus going on to the ocean. 

The result is that the reclama
tion of the land is fully demon
strated. We walked for a distance of 
half a mile or more along an Indian 
trail or canoe route through the saw 
grass, where twenty days ago the 
Indians traveled with their boats 
and canoes, the water having all 
been drawn off from this territory by 
the cutting of the canal, thus 
lowering the water level. Yours very 
truly, 

W. S. Jennings, 
General Counsel 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
November 29, 1907 

NEW 'GLADES LANDS TO BE 
PLATTED 

And Put on the Market
Are Along the Route of the 

Reclamation Canal Now Being 
Cut by the State 

Governor Broward and ex
Governor Jennings visited the Ever
glade reclamation operations at Ft. 
Lauderdale a few days ago, and on 
their return north were interviewed 
at Ft. Pierce by a representative of 
the Fort Pierce News. The News 
says: 

"Governor N. B. Broward and 
Ex-Governor W. S. Jennings were 
passengers on Sunday's northbound 
train, returning from a visit to the 
dredges which are at work digging 
the Everglades canals. In conversa
tion with the News man they stated 
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that the work was progressing nicely 
and that good time was being made 
considering the fact that both 
dredges were cutting through solid 
rock. 

"Governor Broward told us that 
within a week he expected to have a 
plat made and put on the market a 
number of lots on the route of the 
canal for truck farms. These will, no 
doubt, be taken up in short order, as 
the canal eliminates all possibility of 
an overflow. Both Governor Broward 
and ex-Governor Jennings are en
thusiastic over this proposition and 
are confident of quick sales of the 
land and big crops to the buyers." 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
January 10, 1908 

THE GOVERNOR AT 
FT. LAUDERDALE 

And Expressed Himself as 
Highly Pleased With Work of 

the State Dredges 

Fort Lauderdale, Jan. 4- We 
were honored by a visit from 
Governor Broward this week. The 
Governor is much pleased with the 
work the dredges are doing. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
January 28, 1908 

MANY CITIZENS GO TO 
MEET THE GOVERNOR 

Who Will Confer With Them 
Regarding Local Drainage 
About Seventy-five Went to 

Lauderdale 
A Great Many Went by Train 

and Private Automobile -
Parties Started at Eight O'clock 

- Much Interest in Result 

Quite a large delegation of 
business men and others interested 
in the matter of having a dredge 
start drainage operations up the 
Miami river, left this morning by 
train and automobile for Fort 
Lauderdale, where they will meet 
with Governor N. B. Broward and 
lay the plans before him. 
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Headlines of newspaper articles reporting Broward's presence in the 
area which later became Broward County. 

For quite some time, there has 
been agitation on the subject of 
draining lands in the Everglades 
west of Miami, and a large number of 
prominent citizens of this city and 
suburbs have signed a petition to the 
governor, asking that a dredge be 
placed here. 

In response to considerable 
correspondence on the subject, 
Governor Broward telegraphed toT. 
V. Moore, president of the Miami 
Board of Trade stating that he would 
meet a committee at Fort Lauder
dale and confer with them regarding 
the matter of supplying a state 
dredge. 

Among those who went to Fort 
Lauderdale to confer with Governor 
Broward were, Messrs. Frank B. 
Wharton, John W. Watson, C. M. 
Brown, Wm. S. Gramling, Frederick 
M. Hudson, T. V. Moore, Walter 
Waldin, R. T. Daniel, T. H. Bogue, F. 
Lang, J . M. Townley, Isador Cohen, 
W. W. Prout, Julius Smith, Harry C . 
Budge, M. Shannahan, J. W . 
Horner, A A Boggs, R. C. May, 
James F. Jaudon, E. A Waddell, E. 
A Perry, H. C. Roome, W. C. 
Maynard, W. F. Miller, A L. LeSalle, 
G. C. Brissell, Gus A Muller, and 
others. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
January 29, 1908 

GOVERNOR AGREED TO 
SEND DREDGE SOON 

A Great Love Feast Was Held at 
Ft. Lauderdale Yesterday 

Sixty Citizens Went to Meet 
Governor 

A Dredge Will be Placed in 
Miami River in Very Near 

Future by a Request of Board of 
Trade and a Largely Signed 

Petition 

As a result of the advent of sixty 
representative citizens of Miami into 
Fort Lauderdale yesterday, the 
request made to Governor Broward 
to place a dredge in the Miami river 
has been granted, and the members 
of the party came home last night 
fully assured of the fact, after 
hearing what the governor had to 
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Downtown Miami, 1908, showing the mouth of the Miami River and, at 
left, the Royal Palm Hotel (courtesy of the Historical Association of 
Southern Florida). 

The governor stated that he was 
gratified to see the group of men 
before him, whom he knew were 
influential men and a representative 
class from Miami. He said that it 
inspired him in his work and refered 
[sic.] to Sam Jones' story about his 
dog, the latter, when on a drive, with 
his master, was attacked by a 
ferocious looking mungrel, but 
instead of stopping to fight his 
antagonist, pushed on ahead with as 
much energy as was contained in his 
frame, not wishing to stop and argue 
unpleasant features. The governor 
likened himself to Jones' dog, that he 
felt like spurting on ahead with the 
work, since such men as faced him 
were met with him for the purpose 
he has been advocating. 

say regarding it. 
One of the party, in speaking of 

the visit said that the meeting was a 
veritable love feast, for it was known 
that a number of the party had not 
been favorable to the drainage 
scheme of Florida's governor in the 
past, but who, after hearing the 
governor's talk, and visiting the 
dredging operations in the upper 
part of New river, seemed to have 
altered their opinion regarding the 
feasibility of drainage. 

"All along the route to the 
dredges," said the speaker, "good, big 
healthy tomato plants, laden with 
fruit, could be seen on the rich muck 
land, and signs of thrift and 
prosperity were everywhere in 
evidence." 

"The party arrived at Fort 
Lauderdale in driblets, those on the 
train getting there first. Automo
biles hove in sight from time to time 
up to about 10:30, when Mr. T. V. 
Moore, president of the Board of 
Trade of Miami, with his party, 
arrived upon the scene. Upon his 
arrival, a meeting was held in the 
hall over Stranahan's store, where, 
as chairman of the meeting, Mr. 
Moore made a few remarks concern
ing the object of their presence there, 
and then asked Senator Fred M. 
Hudson to introduce the governor. 

Mr. Hudson arose, and in a few 
well placed remarks, salient to 
drainage, introduced Governor 

Broward. From those who were 
present, to a unit, it is learned that 
his speech brought out more facts 
regarding drainage, that were backed 
up by figures and surveys, than had 
ever heretofore crossed their minds. 
The speech was more of the general 
conversational character, plain, im
pressive, and fortified by a true 
sincerity that could not be misunder
stood. 

The governor pointed out also 
that he had always believed water 
would run down hill, referring then 
to the decline of 21 feet in the forty
five miles from Lake Okeechobee to 
where the state's dredges are now 
working. He referred also to a 
number of surveys taken by numer
ous surveyors, private and state and 
government, all of which confirmed 
the findings of the former. 

In closing the governor told his 

Tom Bryan standing in front of his family's New River Inn, 1954. In 
1908, the inn, then owned by Bryan's father, Philemon, was described 
as "Bryan's new stone hotel." 



Reed A. Bryan and his second wife, Barbara Estelle Ummel, about the time of their 1912 marriage. 
Bryan's first wife, Anna W. Baker, died tragically of fever in 1909, while Bryan was employed as 
superintendent of the New River dredging operations. 

hearers to go back to Miami and tell 
the people that as soon as possible, a 
dredge would be sent there, and that 
he thought it would be in the very 
near future. 

The gathering then went to 
Bryan's new stone hotel, and there 
had dinner, afterwards taking boats 
to the scene of dredging operations in 
the 'Glades. 

Among the prominent visitors 
there was Hon. John N. C. Stockton 
who was very much interested in the 
meeting as well as the operations of 
the dredges. Mr. Stockton, when 
called upon made a short address 
regarding his views of the drainage 
scheme, and Mr. R. T. Daniel, of this 
city, also made a very fine discourse 
on what he termed was the very best 
thing to do with the Everglades. His 
remarks were sincere and from a 
viewpoint of one who saw in the 
Everglades land, land unexcelled in 
any part of the country. 

Among those who were at Fort 
Lauderdale were J. W. Watson, 
Joseph A. McDonald, John B. Reilly, 
J. H. Tatum, R. T. Daniel, F. M. 
Hudson, J. M. Townley, T.V. Moore, 
Harry C. Budge, F. W. Hahn, 
Samuel 0. Fitts, Joseph F. Chaille, 
T. L. Townley, Mr. Townley, Sr., 

Isador Cohen, C. T. McCrimmon, M. 
J. Peppard, H. C. Roome, C. M. 
Brown, Sr., A. L. LaSalle, B. F. 
Laseter, W. W. Prout, F. W. 
Wharton, J. R. Girtman, Richard 
Ashby, R. T. Daniel, J. H. Tatum, J. 
W. Horner, Gus A. Muller, J. C. 
Ferris, Edwin Nelson, and others. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
January 30, 1908 

GOVERNOR BROWARD IN· 
SPECTS SOME OF THE 

DREDGE BOAT OUTFITS OF 
THE FLORIDA EAST COAST 

RAILROAD CO. 
With a View of Procuring One 

of More For Dredging 
Operations From the Head of 

Miami River - Governor Came 
Down Fort Lauderdale This 
A.M. With Mr. and Mrs. Reed 
Bryan - Representative of 

Government Meeting With Gov. 

Governor N. B. Broward arrived 
in the city this morning about ten 
o'clock, from Ft. Lauderdale, accom
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Reed A. 
Br[y ]an and Miss Constance Bryan 
of that place. 

The governor and Mr. Bryan 

spent the morning looking at some of 
the dredges of the F.E.C. Railway 
now laid up in the upper part of the 
Miami river, to ascertain whether or 
not any of them could be used in 
connection with the drainage opera
tions in this locality. 

Returning to the city, Governor 
Broward was met at the Iroquois 
hotel by Mr. T.V. Moore, president of 
the board of trade and several other 
prominent citizens, and together the 
party dined. Mr. J. 0. Wright, of the 
drainage department of the 
government's department of agricul
ture, arrived on the morning train 
and met with the party at the 
Iroquois. 

It is the intention of Governor 
Broward to return north tonight. 
While here he was the recipient of 
much marked attention. 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
February 7, 1908 

NEWS NOTES FROM 
FORT LAUDERDALE 

Fort Lauderdale, Jan. 31-. 
Gov. Broward visited Fort Lauder
dale Tuesday and looked over the 
work the dredges are doing. About 



sixty Miamians met the governor 
here and spoke to him for the 
purpose of inducing him to put a 
dredge in the Miami river. Governor 
Broward and a number of other 
gentlemen spoke in Stranahan's hall 
Tuesday morning. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 236 

MINUTES OF MARCH 7, 1908 
The account of N. B. Broward, 

expenses to and from Ft. Lauderdale 
to inspect drainage operations, was 
approved and ordered paid for 
$120.70. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 236 
MINUTES OF MARCH 10, 1908 

Resolved, that the Secretary of 
the Trustees of the Internal Im
provement Fund of the State of 
Florida is hereby required to furnish 
to each of the following Trustees: 
Governor N. B. Broward, Mr. W. V. 
Knott and Mr. B. E. McLin, the sum 
of $60.00 to cover expense of 
inspecting drainage work now in 
progress at Ft. Lauderdale, the same 
to be accounted for by itemized 
expense account. 

Weekly Miami Metropolis, 
March 14, 1908 

BIG OVATION WAS 
TENDERED GOV. BROWARD 

The entertainment of Governor 
Broward and party, other than that 
mentioned as transpiring in the 
Metropolis yesterday afternoon, con
tinued last night. During the early 
hours of the evening the party were 
delightfully serenaded by the Miami 
band, and interested by a drill by the 
Zouaves on 12th street in front of the 
Iroquois hotel, the governor enjoying 
the pleasures thoroughly. 

Later on, and following the 
meeting of Mrs. [Carrie] Nation in 
the big tent, Governor Broward 
delivered a short address, speaking 
to one of the largest and most 

enthusiastic crowds of citizens ever 
assembled in Miami. His audience 
was a representative one and was 
composed about equally of men and 
women. 

Governor Broward's address was 
in the nature of a talk. There was no 
flow of eloquence or demonstrative 
gestures. It was a plain, common 
sense talk of man to man and as such 
was more appreciated than had it 
been made otherwise. The Governor 
spoke of the development of the state 
and Dade County, and the possibili
ties that confront us. He told us of 
his duties in office and how he had 
tried to fulfill them; of the success 
that had been met with, and of the 
future possibilities and probabilities 
for our state and section. His 
remarks were well received and he 
was accorded generous and frequent 
applause. 

At one point of his talk Governor 
Broward paid his respect to his 
enemies and won the admiration of 
his audience by stating that if he had 
enemies he did not desire them, and 
that those who were, wasted their 
time and energies by venting their 
feelings and grievances, as he had no 
time in which to pay attention to 
them. 

Following the tent speaking a 
dollar dinner was served at the San 
Carlos, participated in by fully one 
hundred of the leading representa
tive citizens, among whom were 
many ladies. The evening was made 
a memorable one, and it was after 
midnight, when the delightful occa
sion was brought to a close. 

Mr. R. T. Daniels [Daniel] acted 
as master of ceremonies, and during 
the evening remarks of a happy and 
pleasing nature were made by 
Governor Broward, Ex-Governor 
Jennings, Treasurer W. V. Knott, 
Commissioner of Agriculture B. E. 
McLin, Prof. R. E. Hall, W. W. Prout, 
John W. Watson, Guy I. Metcalf, and 
others. 

The reception tendered Gover
nor Broward was one of the best ever 
accorded a public official in Miami, 
and in return the chief executive 
made many new friends and admir
ers. The party left this morning for 
Fort Lauderdale where they will 
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spend the day inspecting the 
dredging operations now underway 
there. 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville), 
March 18, 1908 

TOURISTS LINGERING AT 
MAGIC CITY 

Oceangoing Railroad is 
Still Extremely Popular 

Fishing Parties Are Having 
Excellent Luck With 

the Finny Tribe 
Other Notes. 

Times-Union Bureau, Miami, 
March 17 . . . Gov. Broward and 
party of officials, who spent last 
Friday in this city, have returned 
from Fort Lauderdale, where they 
have been inspecting the canal and 
arranging for placing a lock in it. 
The visitors are here with a view of 
placing a large dredge in the Miami 
river. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
March 23, 1908 

MAKING PLANS TO DRAIN 
THE GLADES 

Governor Broward, who arrived 
in the city this morning, came for the 
purpose of arranging final details for 
beginning preparations to put a 
dredge in the upper Miami river, and 
was closeted all the morning with 
the committee of citizens at the 
Iroquois hotel. 

He returned to Fort Lauderdale 
this afternoon and tonight will go to 
Jacksonville to attend the funeral of 
the late Senator W. J. Bryan, on 
Wednesday. He expects to return 
here the latter part of the week, 
when all details will be arranged. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol.VII 

MINUTES OF JUNE 26, 1908 
N. B. Broward, expense two trips 

to and from Ft. Lauderdale to inspect 
drainage operations . .. $127. 03. 
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Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville), 
August 12, 1908 

FORT LAUDERDALE ITEMS 
Fort Lauderdale, Aug. 10. -

Gov. N. B. Broward arrived on this 
morning's train. The governor will 
inspect the state drainage work 
which is in progress at this place. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
September 24, 1908 

GOVERNOR BROWARD 
AT FT. LAUDERDALE 

ON INSPECTION 
With a Party of Friends He Is 
Looking Over the Operations 

Governor N. B. Broward, Mr. J. 
M. Barrs, of Jacksonville, one of the 
State's leading attorneys and several 
other prominent gentlemen in offi
cial circles at the State Capitol, were 
among the passengers on the south 
bound train this morning and all left 
the train at Ft. Lauderdale, where 
they will spend the day viewing the 
work of the state's dredges, operat
ing now ten miles out in the 
Everglades and digging their way to 
the goal. 

It is understood that while on 
this trip of inspection Governor 
Broward and his associates will visit 

John M. Barrs 

Miami, and confer with the promot
ers of the drainage scheme of 
draining the land near the head of 
the Miami river. The governor was 
expected to arrive here this morning 
by several of the committee. With 
his party, he will be taken up the 
river, and it is understood the point 
where the dredge will start work will 
be settled upon. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
September 25, 1908 

GOV. BROWARD IS A 
VISITOR IN CITY TODAY 

Accompanied by 
J. M. Barrs of Jacksonville 

The Governor Spent Yesterday 
at Lauderdale 

Investigating Work 
Today He is Looking Over 
Situation in the Vicinity of 
Miami, with the Object of 

Placing a Dredge in the Miami 
River. Says Before Long he will 

Give Out Good Piece of News 
For our Citizens 

Governor N. B. Broward arrived 
in the city yesterday afternoon 
accompanied by Hon. J. M. Barrs, of 
Jacksonville, coming here via auto
mobile from Ft. Lauderdale, where 

W. W. Prout 

they had spent the morning looking 
over the work of the State dredges 
operating in the Everglades several 
miles up the New River. 

The governor and Mr. Barrs 
spent the afternoon in consultation 
with Mr. J. H. Tatum relative to the 
Tatum dredge now working in the 
Miami River, and in discussing plans 
for the drainage of more territory in 
and around the city. 

In the evening, Governor 
Broward and Mr. Barrs registered at 
the Green Tree Inn, where they had 
supper and spent the night. During 
the evening, Governor Broward was 
in consultation with Mr. W. W. 
Prout, at his home on Tenth street, 
relative to propositions along the 
drainage line in the immediate 
vicinity of Miami. 

This morning Governor Broward 
and Mr. Barrs registered at the 
Tatum dredge in the big touring car 
of the J. H . Tatum & Co. Real estate 
agency, and reviewed the work done 
by the dredge thus far. 

This afternoon , in company with 
Mr. Prout and others, the governor 
and Mr. Barrs are visiting the estate 
and farm of Walter Waldin, at 
Orange Ridge [at what was then the 
edge of the Everglades near Miami]. 
Tonight, the governor and Mr. Barrs 

J. H. Tatum (courtesy of the Fort 
Lauderdale Historical Society). 



will return north. 
Early this morning, Governor 

Broward was interviewed at the 
hotel by a Metropolis reporter and 
was asked what progress the 
drainage work at Ft. Lauderdale was 
making. To this the governor 
replied: 

"The work is going on splendidly 
and the dredges are far out into the 
'glades working full time and you 
may rest assured it will not be 
necessary for another dredge to come 
along and do the work left undone by 
the "Okeechobee" and the "Ever
glades." 

Regarding the work in the 
Miami River and the placing of a 
dredge there, the governor stated 
that he was not prepared to say 
anything about the matter, but that 
before long, he would make a 
statement which he knows will be 
good news to the people of Miami and 
Dade county. In speaking of the 
drainage canals, the governor said: 

"You know, everyone has an idea 
how these canals should be scattered 
in the Everglades, and many ideas 
differ. We are going to construct the 
canals in a manner to drain the lands 
adjacent to them. One canal cannot 
do the work, not two. It will require 
a series of canals here and there 
throughout the entire area south of 
Lake Okeechobee, like a net-work, to 
properly drain the over-flow, and 
that is our plan. We, of course, will 
have what we term as the main 
canals, with a series of laterals on 
the order of a river with its branches. 
These laterals will in performing 
their functions cast off on the main 
canals, the latter casting their 
burden on New River." 

The governor was then asked if 
New River is being taxed by the 
extra work already thrown upon it, 
to which the governor replied, "No 
sir, nor will it with all the canals in 
operation so long as the Atlantic 
ocean remains where it is, so that 
New River can reach it." 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville), 
September 27, 1908 

BROWARD AND BARRS 
INSPECT DREDGES 

Times-Union Bureau, Miami, Sept. 26. 
Gov. Broward and Hon. J . M. 

Barrs arrived in this city from Fort 
Lauderdale on Thursday afternoon 
via automobile. They have been at 
Fort Lauderdale inspecting the 
dredging that is being done there by 
the state, the governor expressing 
his satisfaction at the progress of the 
work. The afternoon was spent with 
Mr. J . H. Tatum discussing the 
dredging interests in this section. In 
the evening Gov. Broward spent 
some time at the home of W. W. 
Prout discussing the drainage of 
lands in the immediate vicinity of 
this city. 

Yesterday morning Gov. Broward 
and Mr. Barrs, accompanied by J. H. 
Tatum, visited the Tatum dredge, 
which is cutting a drainage canal 
from the south fork of the Miami 
river to a point three miles west. In 
the afternoon, accompanied by Mr. 

Winter I Spring 1999 - 17 

Prout, Gov. Broward and Mr. Barrs 
visited the Orange Glade section, 
where they called upon Walter 
Waldin, who owns and operates one 
of the best trucking farms in Florida. 
Mr. Waldin is also president of the 
Dade County Fair Association. Gov. 
Broward and Mr. Barrs left last 
night for Jacksonville. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 332 
MINUTES OF OCTOBER I , 1908 

The following accounts were 
presented and ordered paid: 

N. B. Broward, expenses of trip 
to Ft. Lauderdale to inspect drainage 
. . . $53.60 

!111---------· ,_,_·--------~ 

Real Estate Bargains t 
'Ye oller d tc .... choice- propcrtic' fo · th•· nc~t 10 d,111 , 

'd, lolluw,: 

2 lot.;, SOxl~O . on p.:~ v ed street, tt1 ." . :1r p,, ,· t of c: tly f' .lc: h . . .. $47rL00 

1 lot on 10th street, ne.Jr A ve. b. .1 !> 1~} i . . 1rq 1i n .1 1 
' . 

3 lots on Fifth strett. each . 

. .. $tr.oo 
$-t:.o.oo 

House and Jot on Third street, fi ' o on1 :., f111f' p i .1c:c . (' .1~y ttrms. $ 1800 

One-half lot on Twelfth Street, for . . . . . 2:.oo 
Elegant hom~ on 8th street . $4000 

Rive- r side lots are selli n g r;1pid l y . hut W (· h .hlr .1 f~w c hoice ones 

l t"ft at the f ol lowi nn p ri c tr.: 

C orn" lots on Twelfth Strr~t.. . .$12~0 

l nsidt- lots on Twelfth Street.. .. . . . ·.$1000 

lnsidr lots on other st r eets . . . .. . $750 

$1000 I 
Corne r lots on othe.r streets . .. 

Rernrmber th:tt w at e r, sewe r 1 li 9 hts . p .1v i ng .1 nr1 st r t"rt r ailway will 

all b e dow n tht"r~ in t h e n t> x~ ~. r )(ty d .1ys. 

J. H. Tatum & Co. 
Advertisement for J. H. Tatum & Co. real estate agency in the 
April 10, 1906 Daily Miami Metropolis. 
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Daily Miami Metropolis, 
October 24, 1908 

TilE PEOPLE FAVOR 
DRAINAGE 

.. In opposing the work of 
reclaiming land in the Everglades 
the News-Record does not represent 
the prevalent sentiment in this 
county. This subject formed an 
important issue in our last political 
campaign. It is a well known fact 
that Gov. Broward was supported for 
United States Senator by a large per 
cent of our business men - those 
who attended the meetings of the 
Broward-Stockton Club remember 
with what enthusiasm our leading 
business men spoke in warmly 
endorsing the work at Ft. Lauder
dale and how eager they were to see 
the work successfully completed. 

They were all of the opinion that 
the cultivation of the Glades meant 
an inestimable increase in wealth for 
our county and state. 

It will furthermore be remem
bered that a large delegation of 
representative citizens visited in a 
body Fort Lauderdale while Gover
nor Broward was there on a tour of 
inspection last spring, and urgently 
requested him to put a dredge in the 
Miami River, in order to reclaim 
lands here. These gentlemen who 
saw for themselves the drainage 
operations were favorably impressed 
with the work and wanted to see it 
completed. 

The sentiment of our county was 
expressed at the polls at our last 
primary election held June 16th. 

At this election a large majority 
vote was cast for Governor Broward 
which meant an endorsement of the 
drainage proposition. The county 
gave Gov. Broward a majority of 453. 
Every individual precinct gave him a 
majority except two and he lost in 
these by a combined vote of only 10. 
In Miami he received a majority of 
166. At Ft. Lauderdale where the 
people know most about the drain
age he lost only 8 votes, receiving 78 
out of 86 votes cast. Had the people 
throughout the county known as 
much about the drainage work as 
those at Fort Lauderdale, he 
doubtless would have received a still 
larger majority ... 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
October 24, 1908 

GOVERN'R BROWARD 
ENTHUSIASTIC OVER 

EVERGLADE DRAINAGE 
WORK 

Tells of Recent Purchases of 
Lands and That Work Is 

Progressing 
Chief Executive Amused Over 

Abrams' Article 
Broward Says that he Showed 

Maj. Abrams Article Criticizing 
Drainage Scheme to a New 

York Capitalist and that this 
Gentleman Immediately 

Purchased Eight Thousand 
Acres of Land 

Governor N. B. Broward, accom
panied by R. J. Bolles and M. 
O'Brien, wealthy capitalists of Colo
rado, who are interested in the 
production of sugar in the Ever
glades, are spending the day in the 
city as guests of the Aragon, says the 
Jacksonville Metropolis. The Colo
rado gentlemen, it is understood, 
have made, or will make very 
extensive land purchases in the 
Everglades from private parties, and 
will commence the work of produc
ing sugar cane at no distant date. 

Governor Talks 

Governor Broward, who has just 
returned from a trip to the Ever
glades, talked with unusual enthusi
asm regarding his gigantic scheme 
for reclaiming millions of acres of 
fertile lands, work upon which has in 
recent years been pushed with 
marked energy and success, owing to 
the Governor's persistence in carry
ing out his plans, in spite of great 
opposition. Two new dredges, as 
stated recently, will begin work in a 
few weeks. One of these dredges 
which is being built by the Tampa 
Foundry and Machine Works, will be 
ready for launching in two weeks 
and the Governor will go to Tampa in 
honor of that event. 

Conditions Satisfactory 

"I found everything in a most 
satisfactory condition in the Ever
glades," said Governor Broward, 

"and am greatly pleased with the 
work done. To one who has recently 
visited the Everglades the article 
recently published in the Times
Union by Major Abrams and an 
engineer which made it appear that 
the entire country was overflowed 
appears absurd in the extreme. 
Immediately after reading the ar
ticle I showed it to Mr. W. R. 
Comfort, a wealthy sugar man of 
New York, who proceeded to add to 
his purchase by taking 8,000 acres 
from the state and the remainder 
from the Florida East Coast Railway. 
Some of the wealthiest men in the 
country are anxious to purchase 
thousands of acres of these re
claimed lands, and there is no 
trouble whatever about selling them 
to people who are able to spend 
millions in promotion work that will 
make the entire section a paradise. 
Mr. Comfort, in spite of the fact that 
his property has been 'deluged,' has 
for some time been making prepara
tions for planting sugar cane." 

Several deals, compared to 
which the sale made to Mr. Comfort 
are insignificant, have been under 
way for some time, and there is no 
doubt but that Governor Broward 
will make good his every campaign 
promise regarding the reclamation 
of the Everglades before his term 
expires. 

Million-Dollar Deal 

Asked as to the progress of the 
deal whereby 1,500,000 acres will be 
sold for as many dollars, mention of 
which was recently made in the 
Metropolis, Governor Broward stated 
that he was not in a position to report 
any progress on the matter. "I have 
been in the Everglades for some 
time," said he, "and therefore, do not 
know what progress has been made 
at Tallahassee." 

That Extra Session 

Governor Broward was asked if 
the report recently published in The 
Metropolis that he would call an 
extra session of the Legislature was 
true. He replied that he would be in 
position to make some statement 
regarding the matter within the next 
ten days, but at present was unable 
to say anything for publication. 



Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VII, page 467 

MINUTES OF 
NOVEMBER 23, 1908 

It was ordered that Governor 
Broward be advanced the sum of fifty 
dollars ($50.00) to pay his expenses 
on a trip to inspect the work being 
done by the dredges. 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville), 
December 2, 1908 

FORT LAUDERDALE 
Fort Lauderdale, Dec. 1- Gov. 

N. B. Broward was in town on 
Thursday and enjoyed his Thanks
giving dinner on one of the state 
dredges. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State o{Florida, vol. VII, page 4 7 4 

MINUTES OF 
DECEMBER 5, 1908 

The account of N. B. Broward, 
for $45.10, expenses of trip to Miami 
and Ft. Lauderdale in the interests 
of drainage, was approved and 
ordered paid. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
December 28, 1908 

BROWARD AND PARTY 
EXPECTED TO VISIT IN 

MIAMI TOMORROW 
Senator William H. Milton and 

Other Distinguished Citizens in 
Party - Will Investigate 

Drainage Operations Here 
A party of distinguished citizens 

of the State are expected in the city 
today from Ft. Lauderdale, where 
yesterday, they reviewed the work of 
the state dredges, Everglades and 
Okeechobee, which have been dig
ging canals near that town for a year 
or more. 

In the party is Governor Broward, 
prime mover in the reclamation of 

the Everglades by drainage, Mr. 
John T. Lewis, of Ocala; Mr. F. B. 
Lanier, of Kissimmee; Mr. J . R. 
Miller, of Eustis; Mr. A. C. Croom, 
state treasurer, of Tallahassee; Mr. 
John E. Hartridge, of Jacksonville, 
Hon. W. H. Milton, United States 
Senator from Florida, and Mr. J. W. 
Bushnell, of Tallahassee. 

This visit of Governor Broward 
to the dredges at Ft. Lauderdale and 
Miami will probably be the last of his 
official visits as governor, and he will 
probably culminate all plans for the 
work of the dredge Miami, which is 
expected here within the next 
fortnight to start operations in the 
Miami River. 

The tract ofland already drained 
near Ft. Lauderdale by the two 
dredges it is said, will be used to 
demonstrate the feasibility of drain
age, and at Miami the work will be 
carried on along the lines planned 
several months ago. 

The governor and party ex
pressed great satisfaction at the 
progress made by the dredges, and 
Governor Broward feels especially 
gratified with the work he has done 
and leaves to his successor to handle 
as he sees fit. 

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville), 
December 30, 1908 

RUMORED SALE OF 
EVERGLADES LAND 

Times-Union Bureau, Miami, 
Dec. 29. 

Gov. Broward and party are 
expected to arrive in Miami some 
time today. They have been spend
ing a few days at Fort Lauderdale 
inspecting the dredges and the work 
done by them under the Broward 
administration, and the party comes 
here to make the final arrangements 
for the dredging of the Miami river. 

It is said that the new dredge, 
Miami, which is being completed at 
Tampa, will arrive here in about two 
weeks, when the state's work will be 
commenced. It is said that Gov. 
Broward is highly pleased with the 
work at Fort Lauderdale, which has 
been accomplished under his direc
tion. It is said that the plans 
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formulated by the governor some 
months ago for cutting a drainage 
canal through the north fork of the 
Miami river will be carried out 
without change, 

Rumor has it that Gov. Broward 
and his associates have sold a large 
tract of the Everglades to a Mr. 
Boll[e]s of Colorado, and that the 
contract is of such a nature that it 
will be necessary to continue the 
drainage scheme as mapped out by 
Gov. Broward. 

Minutes of the Board of Trustees 
Internal Improvement Fund of the 
State of Florida, vol. VIII 

JANUARY 1909 EXPENSE 
SUMMARY 

January 4 [number] 1861-N. B. 
Broward, expenses of trip to Fort 
Lauderdale and to Miami in re 
drainage ... $109.35. 

Daily Miami Metropolis , 
August 16, 1909 
EXHffiiTION FARM AND TWO 

DREDGES WILL HELP 
Supplement and Assist Great 

Work of Drainage 
Richard Bolles Owner of a 

Million Acres Talks 
of Everglades 

Says that Work is Proceeding 
Well Under Circumstances -

Thinks There will be Two More 
Dredges Soon - Finds Trustees 

Interested in Work - Tells 
of Demonstration Farm, and 

Predicts Great Things for 
Miami 

"I thought in the beginning that 
the drainage of the Everglades was a 
good proposition, though something 
of a bugbear, and the more I know of 
it and the further the work 
progresses the more am I impressed 
with the idea that the undertaking is 
bound to bring a magnificent 
development to Florida with great 
growth and prosperity to Miami." 

Thus spoke Richard Bolles, of 
New Mexico, this morning upon his 
arrival in Miami. Mr. Bolles is the 
purchaser of nearly a million acres of 
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land in the Everglades, which he is 
holding for development, for he has 
refused offers which would have 
cleared him cool millions on his 
holdings if he had cared to close out 
on a mere speculative basis. 

Mr. Bolles was accompanied by 
his attorney, former Governor W. S. 
Jennings, Hon. N. B. Broward, and 
Mr. Harold Wheeler, of New York. 
The latter represents a number of 
capitalists who are engaged in the 
development of properties in differ
ent sections. Mr. Wheeler is here in 
the capacity of an expert and will 
report upon the value of the 
Everglades lands to his associates. 

The party was met at the train 
this morning by Mr. Henry Russell 
Wray and Mr. H. Dale Miller in the 
latter's motor car and driven to the 
Green Tree Inn for breakfast. 
Shortly after breakfast the start was 
made from the stone dock for the 
dredge Miami, which is working 
some miles above the city. 

Mr. Bolles is in Miami for the 
fourth time. He has been in Florida 
already for several weeks, having 
spent some time at the scene of the 
dredging operations in the 
Caloosahatchee, then at Tallahassee 
and later at Jacksonville. The work 
is proceeding with satisfactory 
progress in the opinion of Mr. Bolles. 
"You can't complete a project like 
this in a hurry," he said, "There are 
many problems to be worked out in 
the beginning, and I think the work 
is going along finely considering the 
difficulties that have been encoun
tered. The dredge in the 
Caloosahatchee is doing particularly 
good work; that machine is going 
ahead at the rate of 150 feet a day, 
which is very good progress." 

Mr. Bolles said that he thought it 
probable that two new dredges 
would be put to work before a great 
while, and this supplementary 
battery for ditch digging will do 
much toward bringing about a 
completion of the work. The early 
completion of the canal cutting will 
mean, as a matter of course, the 
earlier realization by the State on 
the investment that is being made by 
way of expense in pursuing the 
work. Mr. Bolles said that he found 

Richard J. Bolles 

the Trustees of the Internal Im
provement Fund very much inter
ested in the work and prepared to 
take every advantage in pushing it. 

As to Double Shifts 

The matter of putting two shifts, 
or crews, on the dredges, Mr. Bolles 
thought, was a matter for the 
engineers to decide. There was 
obviously some objection to it, he 
said, prominent among them being 
the item of repairs. If two crews were 

worked each would want to make the 
best time possible; the day crew 
would not want to make repairs that 
the night crew had left necessary 
and the same would be true of the 
night crew following the day crew. It 
had been suggested that a repair 
crew be put on also, but these things, 
he said, were to be determined by the 
engineer and the trustees. He would 
like to see the work proceed with all 
the haste possible, but he was aware 
that the men in charge of the work 
had many problems to solve, many 
difficulties to deal with, and felt sure 
that the best work possible would be 
done in making the drainage of the 
Everglades a completed task. 

Demonstration Farm 

Mr. Bolles was told that the 
people of Miami were anxious that a 
demonstration farm should be opened 
in the Everglades for the purpose of 
showing the visitors to Miami just 
what could be done on Everglades 
soil. The W aldin farm on the edge of 
the glades was used as he knew to 
show the possibilities of the soil and 
the climate, but a demand had arisen 
for a demonstration within easy 
reach of Miami of what might be 
done on Everglades lands. 

That such a farm would instill 
faith in the project and allay doubts · 

THE GOLOEN MEAN 

ALL THE YEAR ROUND IN SOUTHERN FLORIDA 

Idyllic depictions of small farmers on their reclaimed homesteads 
were popular in Everglades land sales promotions. This example was 
published by the Everglades Land Company in 1911. 
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The Green Tree Inn was a 
favorite stopping place for Gov· 
ernor Broward and other state 
officials when visiting Miami. 

as to the productivity of the 
Everglades soil there could be no 
doubt, and the early establishment 
of a place for the purpose of making 
such an exhibition would be an 
advertisement of a value almost 
incalculable. 

Mr. Bolles said that plans had 
already been made for such a farm. 
Mr. Walter Waldin, he says, owns 
land in the Everglades, not very far 
from town, and he understood it to be 
his purpose to plant such a farm on 
this land in the falL It would be 
growing by winter, and in the course 
of a short time would afford the kind 
of an object le'sson that was 
demanded by the skeptics. 

Believes in Miami 

That the city of Miami has a 
great future, one that gleams and 
glows, with the roseate tints of 
prosperity and promise, Mr. Bolles is 
assured. "I believed in Miami," he 
said, "before I had faith in the 
Everglades. Now I have faith in 
both. When I first came here, I was 
delighted with the climate, the 
location, the possibilities of develop-

ment. It seemed to open an almost 
virgin field for work and develop
ment. The drainage of the Ever
glades I decided after a little 
investigation was a great big 
bugaboo, which had scared a great 
many people off by the magnitude of 
it and the failure to understand it. It 
just needed somebody to take 
intelligent hold of it to make it a 
great success. I was impressed that 
an empire was going to waste here in 
Florida, and I am glad that I was 
permitted to take some hand in the 
development which is coming, just as 
surely as the dredges keep digging." 

Mr. Bolles and his party will 
probably go to Lauderdale tomorrow 
morning to visit the scene of the 
dredging operations there and will 
proceed from that point to Jackson
ville. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
January 8, 1910 

CALLING OF CONVENTION 
WOULD BE TAMPERING WITH 

PRIMARY SYSTEM 
Ex-Governor Broward Gives 

Strong Impression 
Mfirms that He Will Run for 
Senate and Make it Hot Race 
State Chemist Rose Accompa-

nies Broward and Party of 
Prospectors to Miami, and They 
Take a Trip to the Everglades 

- Except Rose 

There was suppressed excite
ment among the help at the White 
Palace yesterday, for it was noised 
among them that "the Governor" and 
his party were coming and there was 
much doing about in anticipation, for 
the help is not accustomed to seeing 
"the Governor" as often as the year-
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round residents of Miami. 
The big dining hall was filled 

when former Governor Broward, 
State Chemist Rose and a party of 
western prospectors blew in from 
Lauderdale. There was a scurrying 
of porters and the head waitress 
rustled to the door and took an 
observation. Turning to the nearest 
guest she inquired in anxious, not to 
say disappointed, tones: 

"Is that the Governor?" 
"Y urn-hump," responded the man 

as articulation struggled with a 
pineapple fritter, 

"My!" exclaimed the head wait
ress, and turned away dejectedly. 

"Look here," said the fritter
stutTer, as he left off the engaging 
occupation for a moment to attend 
the pressing needs. 

"That's the governor; he's been to 
the Everglades and he hasn't got on 
his Sunday duds, but Iemme tell you 
he's like a singed cat -understand, 
he's a lot better than he looks. 

Opposes the Convention 

Former Governor Broward is in 
Miami today, and having his 
attention directed to the call for a 
meeting of the State Democratic 
Executive Committee, he was asked 
if he thought it likely that the 
committee would order a convention. 

"I think it likely," he responded, 
and being urged for an opinion 
continued. 

"From what I have heard I 
believe it to be the purpose to have a 
convention. Whatever the need that 
may be urged for a convention it is 
tampering with the primary system 
to call one, and I regard it as 
dangerous to tamper with the 
primary system. Whoever does that 
is doing a dangerous thing, in my 
opinion." 

REACHES ITS READERS 
Published in the Best Section of the Best State in the Country 

THE W£ATHER 
16 HOURS AB£AU OF THE DAILY METROPOLIS 

P.urn.1' Cl.OC1D1' '1'0-

' XlOrn" .\.VD tn:D~ 
DAr. LIClaT · YA&l- · 

OTHER NEWSPAPERS. .... W1Xl>O. 

YOLOIO 7 IUKJIII ll .\:l(A..;\11. VLURlD~TUESDAY, MA.UCU.~:.!. U:flU .. 
- · 10 PAOEII 

This Paper Reaches More People Today l'~J.Il it Did Yesterday, and .Will Reach More Tomorrow Than it Does today-This' is·G!iOWTH 
- -·· 

The Daily Metropolis and its sister paper, the Weekly Metropolis, devoted much attention to the drainage 
project as well as both state and local politics during the first decade of the twentieth century. 
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The ex-governor was told that 
some of the State papers are still 
saying that he is not going to run for 
the Senate. 

"Well, I am," said he most 
emphatically. "You can write that 
down in red and underscore it a 
dozen times. I'm going to run and 
some of them will wish I hadn't 
before I get through." 

Been Studying Some Time 

The former governor was called 
away at this moment to join an auto 
party to the Everglades country, and 
was whized [sic.] away in a jiffy. But 
it wasn't long before State Chemist 
Rose loomed up. 

"Hello, Captain," said an ac
quaintance. "Down to study the 
Everglades proposition, I guess." 
The State Chemist regarded his 
interlocutor with an expression 
intermingled with scorn and supe
rior intelligence. 

"My dear sir," he said with a 
Cannonesque ejaculation that had a 
familiar sound to those who know 
the State Chemist well. "I've been 
studying the Everglades for the past 
forty years. I'm letting others do 
some studying now." 

A large party came and are being 
cared for today by the representa
tives of the land companies. The 
weather is ideal and they are 
enjoying their stay in Miami. 

Daily Miami Metropolis, 
April13, 1910 

BROWARD TO SPEAK AT 
COURT HOUSE TONIGHT IN 
INTEREST OF CANDIDACY 
On Way From Palm Beach 

Where He Made Speech 
Many Friends of Former 

Governor will Likely 
Turn Out to Hear Him 

Former Governor Napoleon B. 
Broward will speak at the court 
house tonight at 7:30 o'clock, in the 
interest of his candidacy for the U.S. 
senate. 

Several days ago the former 
governor sent a telegram from 
Lakeland saying that he would be in 
Miami tonight and would work his 

way down from West Palm Beach 
during the day after delivering a 
speech there in the forenoon. 

This afternoon he wired the 
Metropolis from Delray, saying that 
he would be here in time for the 
speech and to make the announce
ment for him. 

======•====== 

Napoleon Bonaparte Broward 
won election as United States 
Senator by defeating incumbent 
Senator James P. Taliaferro in the 
June 7, 1910 Democratic run-off, but 
died suddenly in Jacksonville on 
October 1, before taking his seat in 
Washington. Exactly five years 
later, the south Florida county 
named in his honor and settled 
largely as a result of the state's 
Everglades reclamation project, came 
into existence. 

To the Democratic 
Voters of Florida 

I take this opportunity of addressing you a last 
word, as this Is the last publication of the weekly pa
pers before the battle of the ballots takes place on 
May lOth, to say to each of you that we know that 
the United States senate is composed largely of men 
·represent\_ng the corporations . and . trnst~ of our 
country, lnd I belie\'e that fnct is notorious. 

I have ol!'ertd myself as a candidate for United 
States senator, to be voted for by all of tho>e who 
believe that the masses of the people should control 
the legislation of the country. You know that I will, 
in the future, as I have. in the past, represent by my 
political actions the masses of the people. We should 
look the matter squarely in the face. If you believe 
that the people should be more strongly represented 
in the senate of!the United States, then they should 

. vote for their candidate. I am that candidate. 
I have nothing ta say against my opponents. I 

believe that one of them is making an accusation 
against rue, intended to involve my integrity. The 
accusation is made for the purpose of detracting 
from me and is wholly false. In no particular is it 
true. 

If the people \V!\nt to be represented more dis
tinctly in the senate of the United States than they 
are now, I !\~k that they do not permit themselves to 
be humbugged by campaign falsehoods. You know 
that I have not and am not guilty of any official mis
conduct of any kind. ~You know that if elected I 
will work for the people with all my power. There 
is no reason for me to be defeated. There are more 
of us than there are of those who seek special priv
ileges and who enjoy apecl&l privilegea, and i! we 
stand together for our protection &nd beneftt u the 
special privileged !ew will stand together for their 
benefit, we are bound to win, and every m&n should 
do hia duty as an American cituen by voting hiJ own 
oonviction, though money and other lnftuencea &re 
exerted against us. We know that money hu been 
apent, and iJ now being spent in large &mounta for 
the purpO!Ie of defeating your candidates. The spe
cial Interests are furnishing thiJ money and you 
lcnow that all of it · u being spent against me. I ask 
that you double your elf orts, if such iJ possible, to 
defeat such methods. It is my opinion that we will 
win & gnat victory on May lOth, 1910. 

· Yours truly, 
:N. B. BROWARD 

This campaign announcement, advertising 
Broward's U.S. senatorial candidacy, appeared 
in several issues of Miami's Daily Metropolis in 
May 1910. 
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DOCUMENTING 

PHOTOS OF THE EVERGLADES 
DRAINAGE PROJECT FROM THE 

NAPOLEON BONAPARTE BROWARD 

COLLECTION 

The following photographs are selections from the 
twenty-six shots comprising the Broward County 
Historical Commission's Napoleon Bonaparte Broward 
Collection. These photos, all large, sepia, cardboard
backed prints taken about 1908 along the North and 
South New River canals near present-day Davie, 
illustrate dredging activities, the canals themselves, and 
the surrounding Everglades. All were commissioned by 
Governor Broward and several bear the mark of "A. 

Kaufman," one of Miami's earliest professional photogra
phers. A native of Switzerland, Albert Kaufman also 
directed a local militia band and a dance orchestra. The 
Broward Collection was obtained for the Historical 
Commission in 1980 by County Historian Cooper Kirk 
from the Governor's son, Napoleon B. Broward, III. 
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BONNET HOUSE/ 
ITS LOCATION & OWNERS 

A thing of beauty is a joy forever 
Its beauty increases; it will never 

Pass into nothingness, but still will keep 
A bower of quiet for us, and a sleep 

Full of sweet dreams, and health, and 
Quiet breathing. 

-Keats 

THE SITE 
The most beautiful place in Fort 

Lauderdale today, and perhaps in all 
times, may be Bonnet House, a 
property now placed in a state trust. 
Visitors are admitted at certain 

by Mary McGreevy 

hours to appreciate nature, the 
house itself, and its furnishings, 
decor and art. The former owner, 
Hugh Taylor Birch, once said that 
this site, part of a three-mile 
beachfront he had purchased in 
1894, was "the most beautiful spot on 
which I have laid eyes in all my 
travels."1 

Birch had first spotted the site 
while sailing a yacht down the coast, 
when he was forced to seek shelter in 
New River Sound during a storm.2 

He later remarked that he felt the 

hand of Divine Providence had 
driven him to the area. It was 
probably after the storm had cleared, 
the Easterly Trades had freshened 
the air, and the sky had regained the 
deep cerulean color that hot sun and 
Caribbean weather produce, that he 
decided to come back. The place 
seemed special to him-and would 
remain so throughout his life. 

The wealthy Chicago lawyer, 
born in 1848 and educated at Horace 
Mann's Antioch College in Ohio, was 
beginning to tire of the life of 

In 1983, Evelyn Bartlett deeded her Fort 
Lauderdale estate, Bonnet House, to the Florida Trust 
for Historic Preservation, to preserve its historic and 
natural character. The following year, the house was 
placed on the National Register of Historic Places. In 
succeeding years it underwent painstaking restoration, 
opening to the public during the summer months in 
1989, and year-around in 1995. 

In "A Joy Forever," author Mary McGreevy presents 
a colorful and impressionistic view of the Bonnet 
House, weaving together the property's long history, 

unique natural environment, architectural and 
artistic significance and the lives and personalities of 
its residents. Dr. McGreevy is a Fort Lauderdale 
resident and founder and executive director of the 
Dora Achenbach McGreevy Poetry Foundation, Inc. A 
member of numerous community organizations, 
including the Broward County Women's History 
Coalition and the Naval Air Station Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Association, she has published several 
books of poetry and articles in past issues of Broward 
Legacy. 
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with the death of the sensitive, 
beautiful Helen in 1925.7 They had 
known "the splendor in the grass" 
and the "glory in the flower" which 
enabled them to develop a kind of 
philosophy that let them see through 
death. 8 Few have had the time or are 
so fortunate to be able to do this! 

THE CONQUEROR 
AND ms CONQUEST: 
SEASIDE TREASURE 

Bonnet House 

In geological time on the planet, 
Florida emerged as a latecomer to 
the North American landmass, lying 
just beneath the ocean until gradual 
landfill and the movements of sand 
and sea created the outlines of the 
peninsula. The coastal ridge holds 
back the unique wetlands of the 
Everglades. The Keys, protected by 
coral reefs, support their own unique 
natural environment. The Keys and 
the Everglades are bird and animal 
sanctuaries, plentiful with marine 
life, tempting to both environmen
talists and lovers of wildlife. Such a 
diverse and unique environment 
interested and amazed Hugh Taylor 
Birch.9 

industrial civilization, the noise and 
rush hours of the quickly developing 
metropolis. He had particularly 
hoped to miss the hordes flocking to 
Chicago for the Columbian Exposi
tion in 1893, and thus was in quest of 
tranquility in the Florida wilder
ness.3 Birch may have remembered 
the quiet grounds at Antioch College 
when he realized he needed a 
peaceful environment to live his life 
fully. He soon determined to buy up 
the beach site near Fort Lauderdale. 
"This is where God meant me to be 
and this is where I will stay," 
proclaimed Birch.4 He was happy 
not only to be away from the stress of 
his business ventures and legal 
practice, but was relieved to leave 
the structured social life of a Chicago 
man of prominence behind for the 
more casual lifestyle offered by a 
beachfront location in Florida. 

In 1921, almost three decades 
after he first arrived on Fort 
Lauderdale beach, Birch and his son
in-law, artist and philanthropist, 
Frederic Clay Bartlett, built Bonnet 
House for Birch's daughter Helen, 
Bartlett's second wife.5 Helen was a 
romantic, and often inspired others 
to see beyond the superficiality of 
appearances into the deeper mean
ings oflife. A composer and poet, she 
enjoyed a vibrant enthusiasm for art, 
but was also extremely passionate 
about nature, the subject of most of 
her poetry. From early years spent 

with her father on his property, 
Helen Birch Bartlett learned to love 
Florida, and was entranced with its 
trees, skies, winds and beach. In 
this regard, she was reminiscent of 
another young American poet, Edna 
St. Vincent Millay, who wrote, "Oh, 
world, I cannot hold thee close 
enough, Thy winds, thy wide grey 
skies .... "6 

Like her father, Helen found 
consolation for the loss of her mother 
and siblings in nature's beauty. The 
family tragedies worsened for Birch 

Centuries before Florida be
came an American territory and 
even before the Seminoles began 
moving into the peninsula, the 
·sonnet House site was chosen by 

Left to right: Clay Bartlett, Hugh Taylor Birch, Helen Birch Bartlett 
Frederic Bartlett, ca. 1924 (photo courtesy of Bonnet House). ' 
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The 1823 Vignoles-Tanner map (above) depicts a waterway near the 
coast and north of New River labelled Goose Pond, which may 
represent Bonnet Slough. At right is the Bonnet House logo, 
embellished with a nautilus shell (logo courtesy of Bonnet House). 

European explorers as a promising 
landing. Some of their conch shells 
have been found opened in a wide
mouthed manner, and archaeolo
gists have found that these shells 
bear the marks of the iron instru
ments with which they were opened. 
Further analysis indicated that 
some of the shells dated to the period 
between 1430 and 1580. This early 
site of European discovery con
trasted dramatically with sites 
inhabited by southeast Florida's 
native Tequesta Indians, who al
ways made small holes in their 
shells. Furthermore, to the sailor, 
this view of the shore was particu
larly appealing, seen either from a 
vessel at anchor or from the edge of 
the beach. Just past the beach, a 
high ridge arose, indicating the edge 
of what once had been a barrier 
island, now filled in by the "sands of 
time." Long, windswept dunes, 
blown clean except for some low 
brush, the measured lapping of the 
waves striking and then receding, 
the processes of eternity, were as 
rational to the European explorer as 
were his many mappings of the 
ocean seas and the lands they 
touched upon. The European 
explorer and the waves of settlers 
that followed exploited the natural 
resources of the "New World" and 

assumed a proprietary attitude 
toward the land. 

At Bonnet House, shells are used 
frequently for decoration and pre
served in the small museum that 
Frederic Bartlett built for his third 
wife, Evelyn Fortune Bartlett.10 

Along with the shell museum, 
Bartlett designed and built a 
complex which included an orchid 
house and bamboo bar. The shell 
museum was circular and contained 
brightly lit cases for the varieties and 
unique shells collected by the 
couple.11 On the borders of these 
cases Bartlett glued a series of 
similar shells, uniting the setting 
with the contents. Bartlett also 
painted shells as a decorative motif. 
The shell motif also accents the 
dishes and pottery at the house. A 
W edgewood pedestaled shell serves 
as a centerpiece.12 

A fitting logo, the nautilus shell 
has been chosen to represent the 
house. A sculpture of a nautilus 
shell on the east side of the property 
near the door to Evelyn's art gallery, 
served as the model for the logo 
appearing on Bonnet House station
ary and flyers. In addition to 
mirroring the seaside location and 
decorative features of the house, a 
lovely preserved shell symbolizes the 
timelessness of experience. At 

BONNET 
HOUSE 
A FK:H.IITY a TI-lE 
FLO\[}\ TRUST 

Bonnet House, features that existed 
from the time the house was 
constructed and even earlier are still 
carefully preserved. Like painter 
Georgia O'Keefe and natural phi
losopher Henry Thoreau, the owners 
of Bonnet House sometimes concen
trated on a single object to reveal its 
mystical, spiritual beauty.13 

The example of the Bonnet 
House and neighboring Hugh Taylor 
Birch State Park is rare: leave 
nature as it is and understand its 
processes. With most of Broward 
County's beachfront paved over, the 
encroachment of residential and 
commercial development on the 
Everglades remains an issue of great 
contemporary concern. Developers, 
twentieth century adventurers, 
rarely consider the necessity of 
saving Florida's wetlands. The state 
and federal governments have had to 
purchase great areas ofland to try to 
save this ecosystem. The manmade 
canals and waterways which criss
cross the Everglades have not 
provided the solution for which 
water managers had hoped. The 
land becomes inhospitable as a result 
of extreme wetness or dryness, 
wildlife disappears, and small 
animals face extinction. Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas, renowned Ever
glades preservationist, wrote: 
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Aerial photos of the Bartlett property from ca. 1940 (above) and 1988 (below) emphasize the dramatic 
development of the surrounding area (photos courtesy of Bonnet House). 
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There are no other Ever
glades in the world. 

They are, they have always 
been, one of the unique regions of 
the earth, remote, never wholly 
known. Nothing anywhere else 
is like them: their vast glittering 
openness, wider than the enor
mous visible round of the 
horizon, the racing free saltiness 
and sweetness of their massive 
winds, under the dazzling blue 
heights of space. They are 
unique also in the simplicity, the 
diversity, the related harmony of 
the forms of life they enclose. The 
miracle of the light pours over 
the green and brown expanse of 
sawgrass and of water, shining 
and slow-moving below, the 
grass and water that is the 
meaning and the central fact of 
the Everglades of Florida. It is a 
river of grass. 14 

Of the many unique features at 
the Bonnet House site, the existence 
of fresh water is certainly signifi
cant. This water, some of which is on 
the surface and easily retrievable, 
contributes to the flourishing plant 
and animal life at the site and the 
surrounding area. The New River, 
running through Fort Lauderdale, 
and the Middle River to the north are 
both natural freshwater streams. 
Before they were drained, numerous 
marshes between the Everglades 
and the coastal ridge provided a rich 
freshwater environment, especially 
during the rainy season. However, 
freshwater sloughs close to the 
beach, like the one on the east side of 
the Bonnet House, provide fascinat
ing and unexpected additions to the 
landscape. This slough runs north 
into Birch State Park, where it forms 
a lake now used for recreation. 

At Bonnet House the slough has 
been dredged to produce a lagoon 
surrounded by a swampy area where 
the bonnet lily, a tiny fragile, yellow 
blossom and a favorite flower of 
Hugh Taylor Birch, grows. Birch 
chose the name Bonnet House for the 
building because of this lily.15 His 
love for his daughter was immense 
and his grief at her death deep, 
although he remained close to 
Frederic Bartlett after Helen died 

Evelyn Fortune Bartlett, ca. 1930s 
(courtesy of Bonnet House). 

and developed a friendship with 
Bartlett's third wife Evelyn. He 
helped them with the care and 
landscaping of Bonnet House. Birch 
later earned a reputation as a 
recluse, and few residents of Fort 
Lauderdale ever saw him. When he 
died in 1944, his property was willed 
to the State of Florida for preserva
tion and public use. 16 

WHERE ONCE THE SWEET 
Bm.DS SANG 

Today Bonnet House and Birch 
State Park, in the public trust and 
once part of Birch's original pur
chase, are the only spaces along the 
Fort Lauderdale beach "strip" that 
are relatively unaffected by dense 
urban development. Large hotels, 
high-rises, garages, shopping cen
ters, malls, and restaurants now 
dominate the area. Tee-shirts adver
tising Fort Lauderdale indicate that 
tourism has other goals besides 
appreciation of natural sites. The 
culture of luxury and economy 
hotels, food and drink, the sale of 
unusual objects as well as trite 
souvenirs, beach towels, clothing 
and accessories are all part of the 
tourist's "treasure hunt" found on 
the beach strip. Seeking relaxation, 
recreation, and escape from the 
routine of their daily lives, most 

tourists give little thought to the 
philosophy of hard work and strict 
moral discipline which characterized 
Hugh Taylor BirchY His virtues of 
self-reliance and independence, sin
cerity, sobriety, and appreciation of 
nature may have derived from the 
writings of Emerson and Thoreau. 
Birch's concept of man, morality and 
the natural world are recalled in 
Emerson's words: 

A man contains all that is 
needful in his government within 
himself . . . all good or evil that 
can befall him must be from 
himself . There is a 
correspondence between the hu
man soul and everything that 
exists in the world . . . The 
purpose of life seems to be to 
acquaint man with himself . . . 
The highest revelation is that 
God is in every man. 18 

WHERE THE 
Wll..D THINGS ARE 

From a well-marked little street 
off Sunrise Boulevard, the entrance 
to the Bonnet House is guarded by 
high metal gates that prohibit access 
to all who have no reason to be there. 
Passing through these gates, the 
visitor enters a world bereft of most 
of the trappings of modernity. 
Instead, a habitat for small animals 



This ca. 1940 drawing labels the Bonnet House as one of Fort 
Lauderdale's "many beautiful homes," but fails to mention that, even 
then, it was the city's only large coastal estate. 

and birds and yellow ochre-painted 
buildings with covered walkways 
allow humans and other living 
things to share the surrounding 
nature. Evelyn Bartlett, Frederic's 
third wife who made Bonnet House 
her home for sixty-six years, was 
often photographed there with some 
of her animal friends.19 

The far gate, or regular tourist 
entrance, offers plentiful parking on 
land that was formerly a coconut 
grove. The visitor approaches the 
buildings through a mangrove swamp 
near a small house built to shelter 
the boat that carried guests to 
Bonnet House. The dog-leg channel 
behind the house is a cut-off canal 
connected to the Intracoastal Water
way. When Bonnet House was 
constructed, the waterway and this 
canal were necessary to bring 
building materials to the site as no 
adequate roads existed. The house 
was only approached from the south 
by a small dirt trail which ran along 
the high ridge.20 This dry, cactus
covered area gave the house a 
graceful and commanding elevation 
overlooking the beach and slough to 
the east. Today, this impressive 
view is featured on postcards. 

The swamp area bordering the 
Intracoastal Waterway at the west
ern boundary of the property 
contains red, black and white 

mangroves and buttonwood trees. 
These densely-rooted, aquatic trees 
attract small fish, which are in turn 
eaten by larger fish prized by 
fishermen. Mangrove swamps also 
build up the soil, filter the water, and 
prevent water and wind erosion. 21 

The mangrove swamp is home to 
the manatee or sea cow, and provides 
vegetation, his only food source. The 
manatee, a migratory animal, comes 
to Florida in winter for the warm 
waters which he needs to breed and 
survive. Hubert Royal, a longtime 
employee of Birch and the Bartletts, 
tells a story of finding a manatee in 
the dog-leg canal by the boathouse. 
The workers placed him on a large 
piece of material and carried him to 
the lagoon, where he ate the 
vegetation until it was gone. Then 
he died.22 

Another inhabitant of the Bon
net House site as well as Birch State 
Parkis the raccoon. Many visitors 
gather to feed them while enjoying 
their antics. These black-masked, 
striped-tail creatures, dressed like 
the juvenile delinquents of the 
animal kingdom, can be very 
appealing as they beg for bread. 

The largest animal population at 
Bonnet House is probably the 
Brazilian squirrel monkey, although 
they are disappearing. It is believed 
that poachers entice them beyond 
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the walls of the preserve to capture 
and sell them. The original squirrel 
monkeys on the property are 
thought to have escaped from a 
nearby private club to breed and live 
at the estate under the protection of 
Evelyn Bartlett. She enjoyed 
feeding them from her bedroom 
window, where she could easily spot 
them prancing around the top 
branches of the trees. The monkeys 
enjoy the plentiful fruit trees on the 
property, many of them introduced 
by the Bartletts. These include the 
calabash, guava, avocado, mastic, 
and a variety of citrus. Present on 
the property when the house was 
constructed were mango, sapodilla 
and surinam cherry trees planted by 
Hugh Taylor Birch. The Rangpur 
lime, which Evelyn Bartlett used in a 
special cocktail, was imported from 
India to Florida in 1887, and used as 
rootstock and as an ornamental. 
These trees attract many birds. 
Frogs, turtles, snakes, insects, and a 
variety of small mammals also make 
their homes on the property.23 

Among the domesticated ani
mals at Bonnet House are a pair of 

Aviary in the Bonnet House 
courtyard (photo by Mary 
McGreevy). 



Central fountain in the courtyard (photo by Mary McGreevy). 

Demoiselle cranes with beautiful 
white feathers. Evelyn Bartlett 
brought both black and white swans 
and several exotic parrots to the 
property. The parrots are kept in 
cages or on perches around the 
courtyard, which once hosted a full 
aviary. The remnants of this aviary 
serve as an interesting courtyard 
decoration with a beautiful water 
fountain in its center. Small plants 
and other landscaping add to the 
indoor/outdoor ambiance of this 
central court, emphasizing the 
property's theme of living with 
nature.24 

CillCAGO ROOTS 
Both the Bartlett and Birch 

families had been prominent in 
Chicago circles of culture and 
affiuence. Frederic Bartlett was one 
of four children, three of whose lives 
revealed a strong cultural influence. 
In addition to Frederic, Marie 
Bartlett Heard was the founder of 
the Heard Museum in Phoenix, 
Arizona, and Florence Dibell Bartlett 
founded the Museum of Interna
tional Folk Art in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico in 1953.25 

Both families were involved with 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
and the Chicago Art Institute, which 
Frederic Bartlett's father had joined 
as a board member a few years after 
its founding in 1883. The elder 
Bartlett, Adolphus, spent thirty
three years as a trustee of the Art 

Institute. Like his father, Frederic 
served as a trustee of the Institute, 
beginning in 1923. He later became 
a trustee of the new, avant-garde 
Museum of Modern Art in New York 
City as well as a member of the 
National Institute of Arts and 
Letters. Bartlett's art was featured 
in five major exhibits in Chicago, the 
last being a joint showing of his 
works and Evelyn's, as well as 
numerous shows. His son, Clay 
Bartlett (1907-1955) also showed his 
work numerous times in Art Insti
tute and other exhibitions. 26 

Frederic's devotion to art was 
fourfold: as a painter of public and 
household murals and decor; as a 
painter of oils and watercolors; as a 
member of elite art circles and 
emerging museums; and perhaps 
most notably as a collector/donor, 
who, with Helen, presented the most 
significant collection of Post-Impres
sionist paintings ever donated to the 
Chicago Art Institute. He gained his 
prestige and influence in the art 
world from a lifetime of both 
admiring and participating in the 
fabulous international world of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth 
century modern art.27 

Frederic Bartlett graduated from 
the Royal Academy in Munich in 
1896. He then moved to Paris for two 
years with intervals of travel to visit 
his family and his fiancee, Dora 
Tripp, whom he had met in Munich. 
Frederic and Dora were married in 

New York in 1898 and returned to 
Paris where he enrolled in James 
Whistler's art school. Although 
Whistler's famed school closed shortly 
thereafter, it was in Paris that 
Bartlett met Pierre Puvis de 
Chavannes, a French painter strongly 
influenced by the English Pre
Raphaelite movement.28 

Puvis de Chavannes' Paris art 
school gained renown as a gathering 
place for many of the era's leading 
artists. Bartlett was often there, 
studying the works of the master. 
Chavannes' medieval-themed mu
rals had an extremely significant 
impact on the young American, who 
never lost his taste for the Middle 
Ages. Decades later, he erected little 
tents serving as gazebos on the 
southeastern part of his Fort 
Lauderdale property. There guests 
enjoyed refreshments and the view 
of the slough and the bonnet lilies 
growing there. These tents re
sembled those used by knights at 
medieval jousting tournaments. A 
depiction of this type of tent can be 
seen in one of the murals for the 
Frank Dickinson Memorial Gymna
sium at the University of Chicago. In 
1904, Bartlett painted this mural as 
part of a frieze showing a medieval 
tournament in memory of his 
younger brother, who had died four 
years earlier.29 Another example of 
Bartlett's taste for the medieval is 
the series of over fifty panels 
depicting a Gothic hunt and feast 
which he painted for the ceiling of 
the Michigan Room at the Univer
sity Club of Chicago. He also 
designed fourteen stained glass 
windows for the University Club's 
Cathedral Hall in 1908.30 

Dorfred House in Chicago, which 
Bartlett shared with Dora and Clay, 
contained many of the objects of art 
and architectural ornamentation 

d · E 31 they had collecte m urope. 
Frederic always integrated murals, 
decorations, and real or painted 
architectural motifs into his work, 
which, though individualistic, re
mained strongly influenced by the 
Puvis de Chavannes murals that had 
engrossed the artist in Paris. 
Collecting and creating art, Frederic 
lived happily in Chicago with his 



wife, Dora, until she died in 1917, 
leaving him alone with ten-year-old 
Clay.32 

CAPRICIOUS WINDS 

If anyone ever feels something 
haunting about Bonnet House, he or 
she may have sensed the sad spirit of 
Helen Birch Bartlett, lingering in 
this area of which she was so fond. As 
a young girl, visiting with her father 
before Bonnet House was con
structed, she often canoed in the 
lagoon. In Chicago she had studied 
music, and in the 1910s, she wrote 
songs, several of which were pub
lished. Suddenly, "life flowered for 
her. "33 Her love for Frederic 
Bartlett, whom she married in 1919, 
awoke a new sense of beauty in her, 
a "resplendent happiness," which 
called for a new form of expression. 34 

She began to write poetry, describing 
the sensuous qualities of nature and 
human emotions. She often com
pared the two in her poetry, a 
testament to the poignancy she felt 
in both the positive and negative 
aspects of nature- even suspecting, 
it seems, her own early end: 

Leaves whirl about my feet; 
Leaves, leaves dance over my 

head 
Brown leaves. 
And their madness and love of 

death 
blow through my heart. 35 

In another poem she asked her 
friends to remember her in hazy 
quiet afternoons, which she had 
known at Bonnet House.36 Like 
Emily Dickinson, Helen Bartlett 
understood that life can be appreci
ated in its absence. 

Harriet Monroe, a friend and 
editor of the famous Chicago journal, 
Poetry, wrote an introduction to 
Capricious Winds, the slim volume 
of poems published after Helen's 
death. In it, she commented: 

"The time granted her was 
short; in her few years she lived 
with a fullness of delight and 
power beyond the reach of most of 
us. If these poems tell but a little 
of her joyous story, they will 
fulfill their function. "37 

Helen seemed not to want to live 
long. She wrote: 

Autumn, Autumn! 
I will not live! 
I'll go now, now with all my 

memories and my joys. 
I will not live 
To have them blown, 
Like ashes from an altar 

by capricious winds. 38 

It seemed destiny that Helen 
Birch had met and married Frederic 
Bartlett. They had much in common, 
as did their Chicago families. 
Accompanied by two cousins, Mrs. 
Marshall Field, Sr., and Mrs. Albert 
J. Beveridge, Helen journeyed to 
Boston in January 1919, and there 
quietly married Bartlett. For seven 
years they shared interesting lives, 
created Bonnet House and involved 
themselves in American cultural 
circles . with intermittent returns to 
Europe to collect paintings. 39 
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A SIGNIFICANT EVENT 

Helen's marriage to Bartlett was 
her first; he was forty-five, she 
thirty-six. They shared the same 
tastes in music and art, but each 
expanded the other's awareness 
with their personal predilections.40 

Helen's romanticism and creativity 
led her to appreciate new innova
tions of art in Europe, whereas 
Bartlett's career as an academic 
painter and decorator helped him 
master composition and the underly
ing forms and structures of art. 
Together, the Bartletts' taste in art 
was superb, and their insight into 
the avant-garde of their time 
incredible. They recognized that the 
Post-Impressionists were as much 
concerned with eternal values as 
were the older, academically-sanc
tioned great masters, whose works 

CAPRICIOUS WINDS 
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hung in long-established museums 
such as the Louvre in Paris and the 
Metropolitan in New York. Slowly 
the public came to appreciate the 
Bartletts' insight after Frederic 
donated the Helen Birch Bartlett 
Memorial Collection of twenty-four 
"modern" paintings to the Chicago 
Art Institute in 1926.41 

Both Cezanne and Matisse 
paintings were among the collec
tion.42 Matisse's unusual color and 
space, more decorative than tradi
tional painting, appealed to Helen, 
while Cezanne's landscapes, which 
were classical in composition and 
based on geometrical forms and 
parallel spaces, would have suited 
Bartlett's more conservative taste. 
The collection also included works by 
Picasso, Gaugin, Toulouse-Lautrec, 
and by Seurat. 43 

Hugh Taylor Birch gave the 
newlyweds a parcel of his original 
beachfront purchase-700 feet along 
the ocean and thirty-five acres 
inland on which to build a home. 
Helen's personality and preferences 
inspired her husband to build 
Bonnet House; it was the love of 
nature instilled in her by her father 
that led them always to take the 
environment into account when 
planning the architecture of the 
house.44 

A SOUTH FLORIDA 
PLANTATION HOUSE 

In spite of his knowledge of 
Europe and his financial acumen, 
Bartlett, under the tutelage of Birch, 
did not build as elaborate a house as 
many constructed in south Florida 
during the first decades of the 
twentieth century. He clearly had 
no intentions of building an ornate, 
monumental mansion like Palm 
Beach's Whitehall, home of railroad 
magnate Henry M. Flagler. Al
though familiar with the gardens of 
Europe, Bartlett did not copy their 
formal geometric designs, nor did he 
seek out mythic statues to complete a 
fanciful atmosphere, as did James 
Deering at Vizcaya. Bartlett, 
however, understood European art 
better than either of these men 
because of his years of training and 
experience. His own familiarity with 
European artistic design allowed 

Nautilus shell sculpture, with pond in background 
(photo by Mary McGreevy). 

him to incorporate it into his house 
without copying it. At Bonnet House 
he seems to have adapted features of 
European art to better suit the 
tropical climate of south Florida and 
a smaller scale practical for human 
dwellings. 

Not that every feature of Bonnet 
House was useful-for example, the 
principal door leading from the 
living room is complimented with a 
split ornate baroque column, each 
side of the door bearing half of the 
gilded column. The door is topped by 
an escutcheon resembling an ornate 
version of a knight's shield, deco
rated with a wavy design repeated 
on the trim above adjacent windows. 
The whole effect is one of fantasy, not 
surprising when one considers that 
Bartlett's artistic endeavors at the 
house sometimes represent illusion 
more than architecture. None of his 
murals function as parts of the 
building, but appear to be after
thoughts. 

Near the south entrance, a dry 
area, which is never watered, 
presents a clean, cactus-bearing 
landscape which abuts the house, 
plays against the building materials, 
and makes the entryway to the 
interior of the shaded courtyard a 
welcome sight. On top of the gate is 

a large cowfish, that appears to be 
floating on its concrete perch. 
Silhouetted against the bright, blue 
skies, this whimsical sculpture offers 
the visitor the first glimpse of the 
fantasy and imagination which 
pervades the atmosphere. The 
owners of Bonnet House never 
restricted themselves to depicting 
nature as it appears in reality, 
instead weaving it into an imagi
nary, fairy tale world. 

Cowfish sculpture above south 
entryway (photo by Mary 
McGreevy). 



From the south courtyard gate, 
Frederic Bartlett's studio is visible, 
complete with his easel set and 
palette. Many of his paintings, the 
paintings of others, and the objects 
he collected are on display. On the 
wall overlooking the room he painted 
a tromp d'oeil balustrade that fooled 
the famous architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright when he visited Bartlett.45 

If the decorative elements at 
Bonnet House suggest a reflection of 
nature, a playful rendering of grand 
European themes, or a romantic, 
fairy tale setting, the structure itself 
is a plantation-style residence. The 
purpose of its construction, despite 
its decorative fancy, was pragmatic, 
designed to weather successfully 
severe tropical storms and hurri
canes and to allow as much 
graciousness of living as possible in 
the existing environment. 46 

The kitchen, pantry and dining 
room are located at the north end of 
the courtyard. The dining room 
displays splendid examples of china 
- notably Spode and Wedgewood
collected by Evelyn Bartlett. Three 
china pieces depict the nautilus 
shell. The veranda to the north was 
often used to serve elegant dinners. 
The table settings were often 
ornamented and placed on white 
tablecloths. A piece of Italian pottery 
and a nautilus centerpiece added to 
the effect. Place settings were 
sometimes bamboo and the side 
chairs rattan. The green glassware 
reflected the light that broke 
through the nearby trees. While the 
utensils and furniture reinforced 
concepts of nature, the table orna-

Portion of Frederic Bartlett's art studio, showing (top left) the painted 
ballustrade that tricked many guests, including Frank Lloyd Wright 
(courtesy of Bonnet House). 

ments, silver salt and pepper 
shakers and elegant white linen 
napkins spoke of another kind of life 
well known to the Birch/Bartlett 
family. The ambiance typified the 
contrasting themes of Bonnet 
House, representing a concern for 
art, nature, and elegance.47 

The back porch was used for 
preparing meals, washing and iron
ing. Cooking took place in a separate 
building from the main house, which 
was common in the days before gas 
and electricity. Typical of planta-

tion-style houses, the long over
hanging roof, both air-conditions 
inside rooms and creates large, 
useful verandas. In the tropics, 
these verandas provided shade, 
breezeways, and a suitable space for 
outdoor gatherings. Bonnet House, 
open to the beach, is situated to take 
advantage of the cool breezes from 
the easterly "trades." 

Painted a bright yellow ochre 
which seems the perfect contrast to 
the greenery which surrounds it, 
Bonnet House features trim, white, 

Frederic Bartlett's sketch of a cross section of his property from the ocean (left) 
to the Intracoastal Waterway (courtesy of Bonnet House). 
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New Orleans-type filigree balconies 
on the second story, accenting the 
construction and architecture. The 
overhangs and shutters keep the 
interior cool and dark, creating a 
relaxing contrast to the glare of the 
sun. In addition to creating a 
pleasant interior environment, shut
ters were used to barricade the house 
from hurricanes. Its position high 
above the lagoon that dominates its 
front facade gives the Bonnet House 
stature, but also opens it to the full 
force of the east winds. 

When Bonnet House was under 
construction, a Fort Lauderdale 
newspaperman noticed its unique
ness and wrote a story entitled 
"Medieval Castle at Las Olas," which 
appeared in the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel in July 1921.48 The reporter 
had noticed an observation tower 
and was too quick to assume the 
house would incorporate other 
features which Bartlett's art re
flected. He certainly did not expect a 
simple, plantation-style house to be 
built by such notables as Birch and 
Bartlett. 

The only architectural feature 
that connected Bartlett's design to 
the Middle Ages was the tower. The 
interior courtyard around which the 
house was built was typical of the 
Renaissance. Like the verandas, the 
courtyard expanded the living areas 
of the house into the outdoors. 
Bartlett elaborated the courtyard 
area to include extensive landscape 
architecture, which could be seen 
from open passages throughout the 
house. 

A JOY FOREVER 
Evelyn Fortune Lilly of India

napolis and Frederic Bartlett met 
while Helen was still alive, and their 
paths merged after Frederic was 
widowed. They renewed their 
acquaintance in Beverly, Massachu
setts, where they both vacationed. 
In 1931 they were married at the 
home of the bride's father, William 
Fortune, an Indiana philanthro
pist.49 

The newly-married couple ex
panded the art and decor of Bonnet 
House, brightening the living room 
by adding bay windows and lighten
ing the overall effect of the house by 
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Scale diagram of the buildings and waterways at the Bartlett estate. 

painting the walls and woodwork 
and adding ceiling murals to three 
courtyard loggias. They spent most 
of their waking hours in the living 
room, chatting with visitors, read
ing, or working on their accounts, 
each facing the other at a large desk 
in a comer of the room. Bartlett's 
painting of a black swan and a white 
swan hung over the fireplace, and 
his paintings of his son Clay and of a 
longtime employee, adorned each 
side of the north entry door. The 
room was-and remains-pleasant 

and harmonious, representative of 
the ideals and lives of Frederic and 
Evelyn Bartlett. 50 Their marriage 
lasted until Frederic Bartlett's death 
in 1953. Evelyn survived him by 
forty-four years, living until the age 
of 109.51 

The music room at Bonnet House 
still recalls the memory of Helen 
Birch Bartlett. Her restored 
nineteenth-century Steinway piano 
stands against the east wall. On the 
marble fireplace sits a veiled bust of a 
mysterious woman, sculpted in Italy. 



The thin veil carved into the marble 
disguises her face, making the 
sculpture forever intriguing. In 
contrast to the whimsical fantasy 
atmosphere evident throughout the 
house, the striped wallpaper adds a 
severe, "closed-in" quality to the 
room. Usually shut up, this room is 
mentioned only as a reminder of 
Helen Birch Bartlett, her personal
ity, music and poetry, as well as her 
contributions to the legacy of Bonnet 
House.62 What Bonnet House, 
nature and art meant to Helen 
cannot be fully understood without 
understanding her lonely life and 
the influence of her father, and 
reading her slim volume of poetry. 
Visiting the beautiful Bonnet House, 
and its reminders of the past, calls to 
mind the vagaries of life 
"capricious winds." 
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SOUTHEAST FLORIDA 
IN THE 

THIRD SEMINOLE AR: 
ROADS, SCOUTS AND EXPEDITIONS 

~ Partl ~ 
Edited with Introduction by Joe Knetsch 

Major Justin Dimick, 1st United 
States Artillery, was an outstanding 
veteran of America's wars by the time 
he reached his command at Fort Dal
las. An 1819 graduate of West Point, 
he served in the Second Seminole 
War in Florida and was cited for his 
"Gallant and Meritorious Conduct" in 
a battle fought near the plantations 
of General Joseph Hernandez in May 
of 1836. Shortly thereafter, he was 
assigned to the difficult task of pa
trolling the Canadian border where 
he distinguished himself at the skir
mish at Rouse's Point. During the 
Mexican War, he saw action at the 
battles of Palo Alto and Resaca-de
la-Palma. His other actions included 
the battles of Churubusco, Contreras 
and the storming of Chapultepec 
(September 13, 1847) where he was 
wounded. For his service in these 
engagements, he was breveted to 
lieutenant colonel, and then to colo-

nel for his service in the assault and 
capture of Mexico City. Dimick also 
saw brief service in the Indian scare 
of 1849-50 in Florida. By the time he 

made his appearance on Biscayne 
Bay in late 1856, Justin Dimick was 
a widely respected and decorated vet
eran of many campaigns, and no 

From the Cooley Massacre of 1836 to the establishment of three forts 
named after Major William Lauderdale and the launching of numerous 
expeditions into the Everglades, Broward County's part in the Second 
Seminole War is well known to students of local history. The region's role 
in the Third Seminole War, however, has been less well-publicized. With 
most of the military action taking place in central and southwest Florida, 
the lower east coast found itself on the periphery of the conflict. 

Nevertheless, military authorities recognized the region's strategic 
significance and its topographical challenges, conducting scouting 
expeditions and building roads through the wilderness. Dr. Joe Knetsch, 
historian with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, has 
assembled and edited reports of these activities from the National 
Archives' series of "Letters Received by Headquarters, Department of 
Florida," and written the introduction. One of the most prolific 
contributors to the Legacy, Dr. Knetsch is a former Broward County 
Historical Commissioner. This article is the first of two parts, and will 
conclude in the Summer I Fall1999 issue of Broward Legacy. 



Justin Dimick (courtesy of Mas
sachusetts Commandery Mili
tary Order of the Loyal Legion 
and the U. S. Army Military 
History Institute). 

stranger to Florida.1 

Accompanying Dimick at Fort 
Dallas were two men familiar to 
many, Captain Abner Doubleday and 
Captain John M. Brannan. The 
form er, the alleged founder of 
America's pastime, baseball, has been 
featured in numerous articles about 
south Florida and needs little expla
nation, particularly since his exploits 
during the Civil War have made him 
even more widely known and re
spected. In common with his com
manding officer, he served in Mexico, 
under General Zachary Taylor and 
saw heavy duty at the Battle of 
Monterrey.2 Captain Brannan is of
ten remembered by Floridians as the 
man most responsible for maintain
ing Fort Zachary Taylor for the Union 
during the War Between the States.3 

Brannan, born in 1819 in the District 
of Columbia, received his appoint
ment from West Point in 1841 and 
served at a number of posts until the 
outbreak of the Mexican War, where, 
like Dimick, he served with distinc
tion, being breveted a captain for his 
services and wounds. Again , like 
Dimick, he was transferred to Florida 
at the beginning of the Third Semi
nole War. At the commencement of 
the Civil War, he commanded the tiny 
garrison at Fort Zachary Taylor in 
Key West. As with his colleagues, 
Robert Anderson at Fort Sumter and 
Adam J. Slemmer at Fort Pickens, he 

Abner Doubleday 

resolved to hold the post for the 
Union. In this effort he was success
ful. '1 

Among the duties assigned to 
these men were the scouting of the 
southeast Florida frontier and the 
construction of roads between posts, 
some recreated and others relocated 
from the Second Seminole War. The 
most important road detail involved 
that between New River and Fort 
Dallas. As will be seen in the follow
ing letters, this was not always an 
easy detail. Doubleday's force was 
responsible for the construction of the 
road between New River and Arch 
Creek, which proved to be less ardu
ous than anticipated. Captain 
Brannan's force, with much less dis
tance to cover between Arch Creek 
and Fort Dallas, had a severe test 
ahead of them. Cutting the road 
through the ridge country south of 
Arch Creek, forced them to work long 
and hard to complete a road usable 
by wagon traffic. 

The scouts and reconnaissance 
missions, which are a lso recorded 
below, provide some of the most vivid 
detail of how Broward County looked 
in its virginal state. Current resi
dents will not recognize some of the 
more familiar areas because of their 
pre-settlement conditions. Addition
ally, some of the reports indicate a 
much more populated area than has 
earlier been assumed. Many Native-

Winter I Spring 1999 - 39 
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John M. Brannan 

American encampments are noted 
which do not appear on any maps, 
charts or archeaological indexes. The 
settlement pattern indicated by these 
encampments is similar to that fol
lowed by later inhabitants, chiefly 
along rivers and streams. The Na
tive-American population used the 
abundant waters for transportation 
purposes. Because road building was 
a very labor intensive activity, south 
Florida Indians, lacking the tools, la
borers and need to construct roads, 
chose to use their expertise in canoe 
making to its best advantage. This 
fact helps to explain why the United 
States Army, with its heavy camp 
equipage and need to transport men, 
forage, food and materials from forti
fication to fortification, had to con
struct their own roads, with little 
guidance from previously built arter
ies of internal communication. 

All of the following letters were 
obtained from one primary source: 
"Letters Sent, Register of Letters 
Received and Letters Received by 
Headquarters, Troops in Florida, and 
Headquarters, Department of 
Florida: 1850-1858," Roll Number 7, 
Letters Received by Headquarters, 
Department of Florida Registered, A
G. 1857 (Washington: National Ar
chives, 1979), Microfilm M1084. The 
original spelling, punctuation and 
abbreviations have been retained. 
The entire set of this correspondence 
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amounts to ten rolls of microfilm and 
hundreds of letters. Few maps are 
included in this series, however, the 
one roll entitled "Memoir of Recon
naissances With Maps During the 
Florida Campaign, April 1854 - Feb
ruary 1858," often fills in the visual 
gaps. The Broward County Histori
cal Commission archives contain a 
copy of this material for public inspec
tion and use. 

Head Quarters 
Fort Dallas Florida 

Jany 12, 1857 

Sir 
I have to forward the reports 

and maps of the road from Fort 
Dallas to New River made by 
Captains Brannon and 
Doubleday: that part of the road 

from Rio Ratones to New River 
passes over a better country, and 
Captain Doubleday reports that 
the little cutting he did in trac
ing out this part of the road, was 
sufficient to enable a loaded train 
to pass over it without difficulty. 
A detachment of his company E 
of about 39 strong, bridged both 
branches of the Rio Ratones and 
constructed a road from that 
river to Arch Creek, it was out 
from 4th December to 2nd Janu
ary, a portion of this time under 
the immediate command of Lt. 
Weller. 

Captain Brannon with one 
subaltern Lt. Childs, and about 
39 men of his company made a 
very good road of91/2 miles from 
Arch Creek to Fort Dallas, over 
one of the most difficult sections 
of the country to be found in 
Florida; the Captain was out from 
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Map and survey notes of the stretch of road contructed by Captain 
Abner Doubleday's command between Arch Creek and New River, 
1857. 

15 December to 9 January. 
I consider these detach

ments as being entitled by law to 
the extra pay allowed soldiers so 
employed over 10 days, but the 
new Quartermaster Regulations 
require the authority of the com
mander of the Department, I 
have to request your sanction to 
my mustering these men for the 
extra pay the law allows them 
while so employed. 

I have to report that an of
ficer has visited the white flag 
every day for a month, which was 
put up over the Indian presents 
they had left with me, but with
out discovering any sign of an 
Indian having been about the 
place. 

I am, Sir, very 
Respectfully your 
Most obt servt. 
J Dimick 
Bvt Col & Major 1st 
Comg. Post. 

Major F. N. Page 
Asst Adjt. Genl 
Depart of Florida 

Fort Dallas, Florida 
January 10, 1857 

Sir: 
I have the honor to report 

in obedience to the Verbal orders 
of the Colonel Comg. of the 12th 
Ult. I left this post with one Sub
altern & 48 rank & file of my com
pany on the 15th Ult. to make a 
road from Arch Creek to Fort 
Dallas, this road being on the 
route to Fort Lauderdale. 

Having arrived at Little 
River, distance 5 miles, I com
menced on the morning of the 
16th the building of a bridge 
across that Stream. The width 
of the river at this point is 70 feet 
& length of bridge 81 feet, depth 
of river from 4 1/2 to 6 112 feet. 
On the North side of the river I 
found a prairie which is dry at 
this season, except near the river, 
where it is at present very boggy. 
It became necessary to corduroy 
the road from the bridge to a dis
tance of 408 feet across the prai-
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Another depiction of Doubleday's Arch Creek to New 
River route. Both maps appear in the army's 
"Memoirs of Reconnaissances" compilation. 

rie. A ditch was dug, 4 feet wide 
& 3 deep, on either side, the earth 
being thrown in the centre of the 
road & mixed in ~th sawgrass 
& branches from small bushes, 
making the road about 16 feet in 
width. Sleepers were laid in the 
road, about 240 feet from the 
bridge, where the soil was found 
to be most yielding, between 
which earth was again thrown 
mixed with brushes. Logs were 
then laid across the Sleepers & 
secured at the ends by about a 
foot of earth. This work carried 
on while the bridge was being 
built. I also had a small party on 
the road towards Fort Dallas & 
completed nearly a mile through 
the Pine Ridge previous to leav
ing for Arch Creek. The bridge 
was completed at noon on the 
20th & would have been so two 
days before, but it was not pos
sible to obtain the proper size logs 
without sending over a mile for 
them & one team sould [sic.] not 
bring them in sooner. I then fin-

ished the corduroy road north of 
the river 240 feet, & proceeded, 
on the morning of the 23rd. with 
44 men (having sent 4 to Fort 
Dallas), to Webber's creek which 
runs through a swamp, empties 
into Arch Creek near to its mouth 
& is about 1/2 mile from the 
Natural bridge. The width of this 
creek is 30 feet depth 4 feet & on 
both sides the swamp is very 
boggy up to the pine woods. I 
immediately commenced a bridge 
across the Stream and a cause
way over the swamp. Both were 
completed on the 29th, also a road 
cut through the Pine Ridge & pal
mettoes to the Natural Bridge 
over Arch Creek. Length of 
bridge across Webber's Creek 38 
feet. Length of causeway 318 
feet. The causeway was built in 
a similar manner to the one at 
Little River, but was much more 
laborious, as the soil was more 
boggy & difficult to excavate.On 
the 27th I sent to Fort Dallas 5 
Sick men leaving me 39. 
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Having completed this work 
I commenced to make the road 
to Little River, over the worst 
ridge I have ever seen. It was 
filled with large rocks & palmetto 
roots of immense size, all of which 
had to be removed to make the 
road passable for teams. The 
work was very difficult and al
though the men worked with 
great spirit & energy, we, in one 
day made but 400 yards with 32 
men employed with crowbars, 
picks, axes, &c. • 

On changing my camp about 
2 1/2 miles South I found another 
bridge was necessary to be built 
across a ravine which carries the 
water from a large prairie to the 
bay during the rainy Season. The 
road to this point being finished, 
I built the bridge, length 48 feet, 
& continued the work on to Little 
River, where I arrived on the 5th 
Inst. I then finished the cordu
roy road through the prairie, 168 
feet & also Ditched 210 yards to 
the end of the road through the 
Pine Ridge from Arch Creek, 
ditch 3 feet wide & 2 feet deep, 
earth thrown on the road. The 
work was then continued on the 
road through Pine Ridge from 
Little River to Fort Dallas, where 
I arrived early on the morning of 
the 9th Inst., having been absent 
about 25 days - entire length of 
road made including bridges 9lh 
miles. 

It may seem strange that it 
took so long a time to make a road 
of only 9 1/2 miles, but any one 
who has been over or has any 
knowledge of the country 
through which the road runs can 
easily perceive that it could not 
be accomplished in less time with 
the same means I had at my com
mand. The road is passable at 
all seasons of the year. 

After the first week out, 
many of my men were taken sick 
with diarrhea & from that time 
until my return I had 3 or 4 men 
unfit for duty daily. 

I would call the attention of 
the Col. Commdg. to the fact, that 
the ration of hard bread and pork 
allowed is not sufficient for the 
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troops on such kind of duty, & 
should be increased when they 
are employed in making roads. 
Hardly a day passed but I had to 
issue an additional hard biscuit 
& increase the allowance of pork 
nearly 1/4 lb. to each man. 

I would also suggest that I 
think the men employed under 
me in making this road are en
titled to the benefits of the act of 
March 2nd 1819, entitled "An act 
to regulate the pay of the Army 
when employed on fatigue duty" 
& hope the allowance may be 
granted. 

Accompanying this report is 
a map of the road. 

To 

I am sir, very respectfully 
Your obt Sert. 
J. M. Brannan 
Capt. 1st Artillery 
Comg. Co. "B" 

1st Lieut. P. T. Wyman 
Adjt. 1st Artillery 
Fort Dallas. Fl. 

Fort Dallas, Florida 

January 12th,1856 [57] 
Colonel. 

In obedience to your instruc
tions, I proceeded with my com
pany, (having a detachment at 
Fort Dallas) to the natural bridge 
at Arch Creek to ascertain the 
practicability of constructing a 
waggon road from that point to 
Old Fort Lauderdale. I now have 
the honor to report the road prac
ticable for the whole distance to 
New River and to state that a 
heavily loaded five mule team has 
passed over the route and re
turned. 

After leaving Arch Creek 
which is spanned by a natural 
bridge there remain but two 
streams to be crossed; the Rio 
Ratones [Snake Creek] and a 
small branch which runs into it. 
Both have been bridged in a firm 
and substantial manner and the 
road carefully constructed be
tween the starting point and the 

Ratones. From this last stream 
to New River, a distance I esti
mate at fifteen miles, the route 
selected passes through pine bar
ren, deficient in stones, which 
therefore presents little or no 
obstacle to the passage of loaded 
teams. Five miles from New 
River a hammock intervenes 
skirted with large palmettos for 
nearly a third of a mile. The pal
metto roots have been cut away 
and another dry hammock on the 
border ofNew River has also been 
cut through for about the same 
distance. In this last portion of 
the route we fell naturally into 
an old road, now grown up, lead
ing from the houses of some 
former settlers to a landing upon 
the River. I was now on the op
posite side to Fort Lauderdale but 
in the opinion of the guide some 
ways above it. I therefore at
tempted to continue on beyond 
the landing, but was soon stopped 
by coming upon a wet hammock 
bounded by an immense wet prai
rie, presenting insuperable ob
stacles to my further progress. 

2d. Lieut. Webber of my com
pany who explored the route from 
Fort Dallas to Arch Creek and 
who constructed the road from 
that point to the Ratones, has 
undergone great hardship and 
displayed great zeal and ability 
in the execution of the duties en
trusted to him. I am also very 

Seminole Wars. 

much indebted to Captain Duke, 
the guide, for his services, with
out which I should frequently 
have been at a loss. 

As extensive wet prairies 
abound both on the right and left 
ofthe road the route chosen is the 
only possible one which could be 
constructed. We found these 
prairies furnished good and 
wholesome water at almost any 
point by digging a few feet. A 
train therefore is not necessarily 
obliged to camp at any particu
lar spot. The course I have taken 
during each days exploration can 
be better seen by a glance at the 
accompanying sketch than by a 
minute description. I wish to say 
however in general terms that 
the company have had much se
vere and arduous labor to en
counter, in building bridges, lift
ing heavy pieces of timber, fitting 
abutments together in the water, 
during the cold of the Northers, 
wading through swamps, and 
bivouacing in the rain. Many of 
these hardships it is true are in
cident to ordinary service in the 
field but others are not so. They 
have also suffered great pecuni
ary loss nearly all of them hav
ing returned with clothes entirely 
worn out. Their clothes have 
been torn by the thorny vines of 
the thickets through which they 
have had to struggle, and soiled 
and stained by the swamps and 



their shoes rendered worthless by 
the sharp points of the rocks on 
which they have had to travel. 
Under these circumstances it 
appears to me they have a just 
claim to the compensation 
refered to in the requisitions 
given to soldiers engaged in "sur
veys," "the construction of roads" 
"and Military bridges". All of 
which is respectfully submitted. 

Abner Doubleday 
Capt. 1st Artry 
Commanding Company "E" 

Head Qrt 3rd District Florida 
Fort Dallas 

2nd Feby 1857 
Sir. 

I have to report that on the 
31st January I received Orders 
No.2 & 3 of this year and 6 of the 
last, also Special Order No 80 
dated 29 December, directing a 
waggon road to be made to New 
River and ordering Company L 
4th Artillery to take post on that 
River. No order has been received 
assigning any Troops to occupy 
Forts McRae and Jupiter, when 
these Troops are ordered I would 
respectfully recommend that for 
the present, the former be sup
plied from Fort Center and the 
latter from Fort Capron, and that 
small boats may be sent with 
these troops and also with Com
pany L 4th Artillery, ordered to 
occupy Fort Lauderdale, for the 
reason that I have scarcely small 
boats sufficient for the Troops 
occupying this post. 

I have also to report that the 
water is too low in the Everglades 
at the present time for them to 
be navigated by boats. I had 
great Difficulty in getting a small 
boat up the left branch of the 
Miami, and in the right branch 
there is not water to float a 
batteau over the rapids. I walked 
into the Everglades for over a 
mile, and could find only about 
three inches in the deepest chan
nels. 

I am Sir very Respectfully 
Your most obt servt. 

J. Dimick 
Bvt Col & Major 
Comg 3d District 

Major Francis N. Page 
Asst. Adj. Gen. 
Dept. of Florida 

Head Qrt 3d District of Florida 
Fort Dallas 

5th Febry 1857 
Sir. 

Since the receipt of Special 
order No 14, received about 12 
O'Clock today, I again went up 
the left branch of the Miami and 
taking another slue I found a 
very narrow channel of 5 or 6 
inches which seemed to continue 
some distance into the 
everglades, thinking that possi
bly the water may deepen after 6 
or 7 miles, I have, in obedience to 
the order, directed Captain 
Brannan with his company, 50 
strong to proceed on the 9th into 
the everglades, taking General 
Harney's route to Sanders Island, 
examining Sam Jones' Island and 
Pine Island and to proceed west 
as far as Cabbage Island if he 
found this route practicable, if not 
to take a more southern one or 
any route that the water would 
permit him to take having in view 
the general object of his scout. 
Captain Doubleday with his com
pany is cutting the palmettos out 
of the road from New River to Rio 
Ratones, he will be back in 5 or 6 
days when I will send him out. I 
have to report that tho' I found 
this small channel on my second 
examination which may float the 
boats, still from the notch on the 
stake which had been placed at 
the edge of the everglades, the 
water seems to have fallen over 
1112 inches in the last 4 or 5 days. 
I have to request, if there be any 
in depot, that a quantity of Gutta 
percha bags may be sent to this 
post for the use of the men in 
boats to keep their coffee and 
sugar dry. 
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Army dress uniform~~ from the 
period of the Third Seminole 
War, 1855-1858. 

I am Sir very 
Respectfully Your 
Obt servt 

J Dimick 
Bvt Col & Major 1st Arty 
Comg 3d District 

Major F. N. Page 
Asst.Adjt. Genl 
Head Qrs Deprt. 
Florida, Tampa Bay 

Fort Dallas Fla. 

Colonel: 
Feb 13th 1857 

I have the honor to report 
that in obedience to your instruc
tions I proceeded with my com
pany to the bridge constructed 
over the Ratones, and from there 
cut a road, which I had previously 
explored, as far as the projected 
site of Fort Lauderdale. I also 
built a bridge over a small stream 
near the site refered to. This 
stream is called New River on the 
map published by the War De
partment but This is evidently a 
mistake as it would make two 
New Rivers not specially con
nected with each other. I have 
therefore on the accompanying 
sketch named it Marsh Creek; it 
being very short and rising out 
of a small marsh connected with 
the Everglades. 
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As the courses on the en
closed map were taken with a 
small pocket compass it does not 
claim to be strictly accurate, but 
is believed to exhibit the general 
features of the country faithfully 
so far as I have had an opportu
nity of examining them. 

I also made a reconnaissance 
as far north as Middle River to 
ascertain if a road can be made 
from Fort Lauderdale to the sea 
shore. The only obstacle in that 
direction seemed to be Middle 
River itself which would require 
to be bridged. 

I am sir 
Very Respectfully 
Your obedient Servant 
Abner Doubleday 
Capt 1st Arty. 
Commanding Company "E" 

Bvt Colonel J . Dimick 1st Artillery 
Commanding 3d District of Florida 

Head Qrs. 3rd District of Florida 
Fort Dallas, 

Febry. 14th 1857 
Sir. 

I observe by Department Or
ders No. 14 that "the Quarter
master at Fort Myers will send 
sufficient number of boats to Fort 
Dallas to complete the equipment 
of Companies 'B' & 'E' 1st Arty. 
and to supply Company 'E' 4th 
Artillery." As no mention is made 
of any boats for Company 'IJ to 
be stationed at Fort Lauderdale, 
I would respectfully ask if there 
was not a mistake in the copy of 
the order sent to me, putting in 
'E' instead of'IJ and that the boats 
ordered here are intended for the 
latter company instead of the 
former. 

I am sir, 
Very Respectfully 
Yourobedt. Servant 
[unsigned] 

Major F. N. Page 
Ass't Adjt. General 
Dept. of Florida 

Head Quarters 3d District of Florida 
Fort Dallas 

15 Feby. 1857 
Sir. 

I enclose herewith a map and 
report of Captain Doubleday of 
the road from Rio Ratones to 
what he calls Snook Creek, but 
considered during the Florida 
War as New River and upon 
which old Fort Lauderdale was 
established, and is distant about 
3 miles from the Fort established 
on the beach. 

I am Sir, Very 
Respectfully Your 
obt servt 
J Dimick 
Bvt Col & Major 
Comg 3d Dist. 

Captain A. Pleasanton 
A. A. Adj. General 

Head Qrtrs 3rd District of Florida 
Fort Dallas 

3d April 1857 
Sir. 

In addition to the report 
made on my arrival at Fort 
McRae, I have further to state 
that I left this post on the 13th 
March, in command of 'B' & 'E' 
companies of the 1st, and 'F' & 
'K' companies of the 4th Artillery, 
and encamped on the north side 
ofNew River on the afternoon of 
the second day, being enabled to 
effect this rapid crossing of the 
river in consequence of the ad
mirable and cheap raft con
structed of empty barrels by 
Lieut. Tillinghast a few days be
fore the commencement of our 
march. 

On the third day's march 
about three and four miles from 
New River we found two very 
marshy creeks not laid down on 
any map, over the first we 
crossed by doubling teams and 
the assistance of the men at the 
wheels, but over the second we 
had to make a temporary bridge 
of brush, poles and sawgrass. 
After passing these two creeks, 
the country between them and 

New River having been examined 
the day before, two companies 
were kept out daily, one on the 
right and the other on the left of 
the road; the route it was neces
sary for them to take, obliged 
them to make very long marches, 
and sometimes it would be very 
late at night before they reached 
camp, therefore in order to have 
the country thoroughly examined, 
I allowed the companies to alter
nate, the companies of the 1st 
Arty out one day, and those of the 
4th the next, by which means they 
were enabled to make long 
marches on the days of their scout 
and in a condition to follow up a 
trail of the enemy, had one been 
discovered. I should also been in 
a condition to have brought a 
large force at any point, where ei
ther the scouting might have dis
covered signs of Indians, I was 
also enabled to rapidly pass the 
train over boggy places by always 
having two companies with me 
and thus be sure of meeting the 
scouting companies at the point 
they were required to be; this was 
effected except in a few instances 
when they came in late at night, 
and one case that of Captain 
Doubleday, who crossed the 
marsh near this Chi's village and 
examined the pine country near 
the borders of Lake Worth, he was 
out two days. On my return 
march I mounted five men and an 
officer on mules and horses, and 
kept this party generally scouting 
on the coast side, while one com
pany of my command was on the 
borders of the everglades daily 
without seeing any recent signs 
of Indians. I herewith enclose a 
general map showing by different 
colored lines the route of each 
company, it will be seen by this 
map that one company was daily 
in Cypress bordering the 
everglades and twice in the 
everglades in going up and once 
on the return march. I have also 
enclosed reports of the command
ers of the four companies, of the 
ground scouted by their compa
nies. 

I also enclose a report and 



sketch of the route made by 
Lieut. s: D. Lee, 4th Arty, to whom 
I gave the command of the pio
neer party, and to whom I feel 
very much indebted for his en
ergy and good judgement dis
played in the exercise oft~s com
mand. I differ with him however 
in opinion with ·regard to the 
. road, he says it was generally 
good in his report, I consid~r it 
generaily a very heavy road, even 
in this dry season very many 
places were boggy, the train 
passed over them without much 
difficulty. 1800 lbs. including 
Forage was the heaviest load the 
best teams had when we com
menced our march, and these 
were lightened every day. In the 
wet season the road would be 

impassable with a loaded team· 
· without great labor expended 

upon it, even when I passed over 
it, which was in the inost favor
able season, I made causeways 
besides those at the second creek 
near New River, and should have 
been obliged to have made more, 
had not the teams been lightly 
loaded. 

I am sir, Very RespectfullY 
Your obedt. Se.rvant 

J. Dimick 
Bvt. Col & Major 1 Aty. 
Corrig. 3rd District. 

Captain A. Pleasonton 
A. A. A. Gen'l Dept. Fla: 
Fort Myers, Fla. 

[To be continued] 
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====== NOTES::::::::::::===: 

1. George W. Cullum, Biographical Register of 
Officers and Graduates oft~ U. S. Military 
Academy, vol. I (Boston: Houghton, Mifilin 
and Company, 1891), 213. This source also 
notes that Dimick served as an instructor 
of artillery at Fort Monroe, Virginia, and 
after the outbreak of the Civil War com
manded a depot for Confederate prisoners 
at Fort Warren, Massachusetts. He later 
served as "Governor" of the Soldier's Home . 
near Washington, D.C. until1868. He died 
on October 13, 1.871, at the age of seventy
one. 

2. Webster's American Military Biographies 
(Springfield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam Com
pany, 1978), 106. 

3. Vaughn Camp, Jr., "Captain Brannan's Di
lemma: Key West 1861," Thquesta, 20 (1960), 
31-44. 

4. Ibid. 



Hugh Taylor Birch at Bonnet House, 1920s (courtesy of Florida Photographic Archives). 
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