
BROWARD $3.00 

Le ac 
'~ Journal of South Florida History" 

WINTER-SPRING 1992 VOL. 15- NOS. 1·2 



New Historical Commission Quarters 

On March 23 and 24, 1992, the Broward 
County Historical Commission moved from 
the L. Clayton Nance Historical Building at 
100 South New River Drive, East, Fort Lau
derdale, where we had been located since 
1979, to the new Broward County Historical 
Museum on the second floor of 151 Southwest 
Second Street. 

This new building, on the corner of 
Southwest Second Street and Brickell (South
west First) Avenue, adjacent to the County 
Governmental Center, is situated in the heart 
of Fort Lauderdale's historic downtown. 

It furnishes twice the floor space for 
offices, archives, library, exhibits, and storage 
than did the Nance Building. The name ofthe 
Historical Commission's founder, Judge L. 
Clayton Nance, will continue to be memorial
ized with the establishment of a special 
research collection, as will the name of the 

first Broward County Historian, Dr. Cooper 
Kirk. 

Historical Commission offices and 
research facilities are currently open to the 
public, and plans are underway for the mu
seum, which is scheduled to open in the fall. 
The telephone number, 765-4670, remains 
the same. 

In addition to providing badly needed 
space for the Historical Commission's con
stantly expanding collections, the move 
triggered a massive sorting and packing 
project which resulted in an inventory of 
artifacts and archives and an upgraded 
cataloging and retrieval system. 

The new building's excellent climate 
control also provides a safe environment for 
the preservation of the Commission's price
less historical objects and documents. The 
Historical Commission and staff look forward 
to serving the public in these new quarters, 
and welcome all visitors. 
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

Although the name of Justice of the 
Peace W .A. Hicks is unknown to many 
Broward Countians today, both the man 
and the office were subjects of intense 
controversy in the second half of the 1920s 
and the early 1930s, as the county experi
enced the roller coaster effects of boom 
and bust. Created in 1915 from the north
ern part of Dade County and the southern 
part of Palm Beach County, Broward 
County was named after Governor Napo
leon Bonaparte Broward, who served from 
1905 to 1909 and was closely identified 
with the Everglades drainage program. 
Fort Lauderdale, which had incorporated 
in 1911, was designated as the county 
seat, even though Dania and Pompano 
were older corporate entities. Fort Lau
derdale owed its position as county seat to 
its size, its central location, and, perhaps 
most significantly, the leading role as
sumed by its officials in establishing the 
new county. Nevertheless, the population 
of both Fort Lauderdale and Broward 
County remained small for a number of 
years. The 1920 United States census listed 
Fort Lauderdale's population at about 
2,000 and Broward's at approximately 
5,000. The turbulent decade of the 1920s, 
which included both the Florida boom 
years and the beginnings of the Great De
pression, saw the population of both city 
and county increase fourfold. Despite an 

by DONALD G. LESTER 

exodus of people following the collapse of 
the boom and the disastrous 1926 hurri
cane, the 1930 census listed Fort Lauder
dale 's population as 8,666 and Broward's 
as 20,094. 

South Florida, before the 1920s land 
boom, was frontier territory, a largely 
er11pty country whose various governmen
tal districts contained huge amounts of 
land. Broward County, for example, was 
in 1915 a part of the Fourth Congressional 
District, which stretched down the entire 
east coast from Jacksonville to Key West, 

, 

and included some inland counties as 
well. Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, St. 
Lucie, and Brevard counties were lumped 
together in the same state senatorial dis
trict. Broward was also placed in the Elev
enth Judicial Circuit, along with Dade 
and Palm Beach counties. In 1917, Brow
ard and Palm Beach counties were sepa
rated from Dade and comprised the newly
created Fifteenth Judicial Circuit with 
E.B. Donnell ofWest Palm Beach as judge. 
In 1923, C.E . Chillingworth, also of West 
Palm Beach, became judge of that circuit. 

The Hicks murder trials of the late 1920s was perhaps Broward 
County's most sensational court case, evoking strong and often contra
dictory opinions among longtime residents even to the present day. 
The strong, often abrasive, personality of the defendant, the atmos
phere of scandal which surrounded the case, and the gruesome nature 
of the murder all contributed to this notoriety. 

As this article relates, the Hicks case was closely tied to an equally 
divisive, though less spectacular controversy- the existence of justice 
of the peace courts in the county. Although mandated by state law and 
beneficial to the vast majority of citizens who lacked wealth or politi
cal power, the courts were bitterly opposed by many of the county's 
governmental leaders. 

Author Donald G. Lester is Assistant Professor Emeritus of His
tory and Political Science at Middle Georgia College in Cochran, 
Georgia. His family lived in Fort Lauderdale from 1925 to 1990. He is a 
graduate of Fort Lauderdale High School and the University of Miami. 
He now lives in Glades County. 



William A. Hicks as deputy sheriff (above), and (below) a letter to Hicks 
from his former employer, the Burns Detective Agency. 
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The position of circuit judge in Florida 
rested upon gubernatorial appointment, 
but the tradition had long been estab
lished that the governor would appoint 
the winner of the Democratic primary 
and that the appointment would be sub
ject to the approval of the Florida Senate. 
The offices of state attorney and supervi
sor of registration followed the same pro
cedure. The office of sheriff was an elected 
one, but the incumbent could be removed 
by the governor virtually at will . A.W. 
Turner became Broward's sheriff when 
the county was created and remained in 
office until he was suspended by Gover
nor Cary A. Hardee in 1922. Paul Bryan, 
a Broward pioneer and member of a fam
ily prominent in the early history and de
velopment of the county, was appointed to 
replace Turner. In 1923, the Florida 
Senate upheld Turner's suspension, and 
so the former sheriff sought vindication 
by challenging Bryan in the 1924 Demo
cratic primary, but the incumbent sheriff 
emerged victorious. 

In all political contests, Florida was 
part of the Democratic "Solid South." The 
Democratic nomination was tantamount 
to election, and political success depended 
upon victory in the white Democratic pri
mary, with participation restricted to 
members of the Caucasian race .· In most 
local contests, Republicans did not even 
bother to field candidates. Such was the 
political environment ofBroward County 
during the remarkable career of W.A. 
Hicks. 

William A. (Big Bill) Hicks, one of the 
most colorful and controversial charac
ters in Broward history, lived in the county 
for only eight years, but he certainly cut a 
wide swath. 1 He served as chief deputy 
under Sheriff Paul Bryan, was the first 
exalted ruler of the local Elks Lodge, was 
a large property owner in the Progresso 
section, served as president of the North 
Lauderdale Improvement Association, was 
a claimant to the office of justice of the 
peace, and the defendant in the most sen
sational murder trial of that era. 

Born in upstate New York in 1885, 
Hicks became a bank messenger in 
Palatka, Florida, when he was fifteen 
years old. His bank work was followed by 
a tenn as deputy under Dade County's 
legendary Sheriff Dan Hardie. World War 
I found Hicks working as chief of security 
at a New Jersey munitions plant. After 
the Armistice, he appeared in New Or
leans, where he worked for the famous 
William J. Burns Detective Agency. Fol
lowing a move to Memphis, he became 
chief of the Burns Agency office in that 
city. In 1922, Hicks returned to south 
Florida, moving to Fort Lauderdale, where 
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he was appointed chief deputy by Sheriff 
Bryan.2 Fort Lauderdale attorney G.H. 
Martin has stated that, since Sheriff Bryan 
had no law enforcement experience, it 
was deemed proper that a professional 
law officer should have a high position in 
the sheriffs office.3 ln the early twentieth 
century, it was common for law officers in 
thinly populated rural counties to lack 
professional experience and training. 
Sheriffs, elected officials who came from 
many walks oflife, conducted their office 
on the basis of the spoils system and had 
a free hand in the deputy appointments. 

In 1922, when W.A. Hicks began his 
duties as ChiefDeputy Sheriff ofBroward 
County, he found plenty of work that 
needed to be done. Besides the usual re
sponsibilities of maintaining the public 
order, two additional problems plagued 
Broward law enforcement officers. The 
first was the ever-present problem of ille
gal gambling wilhin ~he county, and the 
second was the enforcement of the prohi
bition laws. The 1920s was the decade of 
the Eighteenth Amendment-the period 
of national prohibition. The amendment 
stated that the manufacture, sale, or trans
portation of intoxicating liquors was pro
hibited, and was clarified by the Volstead 
Act, which defined any beverage contain
ing more than one-half of one percent of 
alcohol per volume as an alcoholic bever
age. As is generally known, many efforts 
to violate the prohibition laws soon 
emerged. Bootlegging became a thriving, 
if risky, business. Florida's Atlantic coast, 
with its close proximity to the Bahamas, 
as well as its countless number of bays 
and inlets, was a favorite unloading spot. 
In addition to shipments destined for local 

consumption, large amo1,1nts of liquor 
headed for the national market passed 
through Florida, and the coast guard was 
kept busy in their attempt to intercept the 
illegal cargo. • 

In addition to the liquor and gambling 
law violations, Broward law officers dealt 
with a wide range of criminal activities. 
On August 10, 1925, a small boy discov
ered a badly mutilated and decomposed 
body of a man floating in the Dania Cut
off Canal. When law officers were called 
to the scene, W.A. Hicks was placed in 
charge of the investigation. The dead man 
was not recognizable. Hicks attended the 
coroner's inquest conducted by County 
Judge Fred B. Shippey, which reached 
the verdict that the unidentified man had 
met his death at the hands of person or 
persons unknown. The day after the body 
was buried, several employees of the Fort 
Lauderdale Mercantile Company, a hard
ware store owned by C.D. Kittredge, re
ported that the description of the uniden
tified man resembled that of Joe Juliene, 
a missing clerk at the store. As a result of 
this report, Judge Shippey granted there
quest for exhumation, and the body was 
readied for viewing. The hardware store 
employees examined the body and soon 
determined that the unidentified corpse 
was certainly not that of Joe Juliene. The 
body was then reburied. 

The following day, a number of people 
announced that Robert Reese Barber, a 
carpenter and a member of the carpen
ter's union who had had a number of 
brushes with the law, was also missing. 
Barber's brothers requested another ex
humation of the body, but this time Judge 
Shippey refused, saying, "I can not au-

Broward County's illegal liquor trade came from both rum-runners and 
moonshine stills such as the one in this c. 1930 photo. 

Broward County Judge 
Fred B. Shippey. 

thorize the digging up of the body every 
day." Later, however, the exhumation 
order was granted, and the body was 
readied for viewing. Even though the 
corpse was badly mutilated and decom
posed, this time it was identified as that of 
Robert Reese Barber. The Barber broth
ers made the identification based on a 
bent finger which was a characteristic of 
the Barber family. With that positive 
identification, the Barber case was held 
in abeyance for almost two years.5 

In the meantime, the career of W.A. 
Hicks took a number of interesting turns. 
Among other interests, Hicks was very 
active in fraternal organizations. He took 
the leadership in organizing the local Elks 
Lodge, and, after the lodge was estab
lished, became its first exalted ruler. In 
the coming years, Hicks remained quite 
popular among his lodge brothers, and 
many of them continued to support him 
during the difficult moments of his Brow
ard County career.6 

Hicks had other interests as well. He 
was a large property owner in the Pro
gresso neighborhood of northern Fort Lau
derdale. He owned a number of houses 
there, and was not above using prison 
labor for their upkeep and repair. One 
prisoner in particular had been frequently 
used by Hicks to work on the Progresso 
house&-Robert Reese Barber. Barber was 
a skilled carpenter, so he was very handy 
for the work that Hicks needed done on 
his housing projects. At one point, Barber 
complained that he was not paid for his 
work, and the complaint was taken up by 
the carpenter's union. At the time Barber 



Willard M. Pope, former Fort 
Lauderdale justice of the peace and 
Broward County Attorney from 
1925 to 1931. Photo courtesy of 
Bryan Brooks. 

had been sentenced to seven months in 
the county jail for petit larceny. After hi s 
release on that charge, Barber was ar
rested twice for issuing bad checks. 

Hicks used his position as a leading 
Progresso landowner, as well as his lodge 
affiliations, to his political advantage. He 
was elected president of the North Lau
derdale Improvement Association, indi
cating his popularity in that section, but, 
as a high profile figure in Broward, he also 
made many enemies. On October 3, 1926, 
he was fired as chief deputy sheriff by 
Sheriff Paul Bryan. 

Hicks' departure from the sheriffs of
fice meant that he was out of an official po
sition for the first time in his Broward ca
reer. Since an appointive office was deemed 
an impossibility, Hicks decided to seek 
elective office. He faced one problem, 
however-the Democratic primary had 
been held in June. As a result, Hicks de
cided to wage a write-in effort for the 
office of justice of the peace during the 
November general election campaign. 

Article V, Section 21 of the Florida 
Constitution directed every county com
mission in the state to divide their respec
tive counties into justice of the peace dis
tricts numbering not less than two, as 
they deemed necessary and as most prac
tical. The limits of the said districts were 
to be coextensive with the limits of one or 
more elected districts within the respec
tive county. 7 The justice of the peace 

courts had jurisdiction over civil cases 
with claims of up to one hundred dollars. 
Juries could be had, if demanded. Jus
tices could issue warrants for all crimes 
and could try criminal cases where the 
punishment did not exceed certain fines 
or certain terms of imprisonment.8 The 
justice of the peace also had the power of 
coroner for inquests of the dead. Payment 
was on the fee system, and the justice was 
not required to be a member of the bar. 
For criminal cases and inquests, fees were 
supposed to be paid by the county. For 
civil cases, fees were paid by the litigants. 
In addition to the justice himself, a con
stable was to be elected as the law en
forcement officer for the justice of the 
peace court. 

The record of the justice of the peace 
court in Broward County is a murky one 
indeed, although its history pre-dates the 
formation of the county. Samuel L. Drake 
ofFort Lauderdale held the office in 1912, 
when that city was still a part of Dade 
County. There is compelling evidence that 
after Broward County was created in 1915, 
the original county commission divided it 
into five justice ofthe peace districts, with 
each district covering the same territory 
as a county commission district. How
ever, for reasons not fully explained, the 
action creating the various justice of the 
peace districts never appeared in the offi
cial minutes of the county commission 
meeting. Nevertheless, several people 
served as justice ofthe peace from time to 
time, including Fort Lauderdale attorney 
Willard M. Pope, a very prominent figure 
in the early history of the county.9 Obvi
ously, the county commission did not take 
the justice of the peace office seriously, 
since the occupation of that office was 
quite sporadic, and the position was far 
from the public limelight. 

Early in 1926, Dr. D. L. Campbell, a 
Fort Lauderdale veterinarian, appeared 
before the county commission and re
quested that they authorize justice of the 
peace districts . Ignoring evidence and 
claims that districts had already been es
tablished, the commission complied. 
However, the newly-established districts 
received no more attention than their 
predecessors. Governor John W. Martin 
made no initial appointments to any of 
the positions, and, when the qualifying 
deadline for the June 1926 Democratic 
primary was reached, no candidates had 
filed for justice ofthe peace. 10 This was the 
justice of the peace situation when W. A. 
Hicks decided to launch his write-in 
campaign for the office. 

Hicks worked with a number of his 
friends, including Henry Hutchinson, a 
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former desk sergeant at the Fort Lauder
dale Police Department, to stage the write
in effort. Hutchinson was selected to run 
for the office of constable. The uncon
tested election was for the Third District, 
which included Floranada, Progresso, and 
Fort Lauderdale.n The vote count gave 
Hicks eighteen votes for justice of the 
peace and Hutchinson eighteen votes for 
constable. 

The Fort Lauderdale Daily News, cov
ering the election results, expressed sur
prise at the ballot for justice of the peace, 
stating that it was unaware that such a 
public position existed in Broward County. 
W. A. Hicks stated that he was surprised 
and gratified at the result, adding that his 

FORMER CHIEF 
DEPUTY HICKS 
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Honor Is Conferred On Ex· 
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Fort Lauderdale Daily News article 
of November 3, 1926, announcing 
Hicks' election as justice of the 
peace. 
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votes were unsolicited. The county com
mission was adamant, and, despite its 
earlier ruling, refused to recognize the 
office. 12 

In spite of the various obstacles that 
were put in their paths by Broward 
County's power structure, W. A Hicks 
and Henry Hutchinson claimed their re
spective offices. Hicks received a commis
sion from Governor Martin which was 
attested to by Secretary of State H. Clay 
Crawford. Hutchinson also received his 
commission. Hicks put up the required 
bond and announced that he was opening 
his office in the Farrington Building at 
223 North Andrews Avenue, adjacent to 
the law offices of Farrington and Lock
hart, in what was then the heart of the 
business district. '3 It remained the con
tention ofthe county commission that the 
office ofjustice of the peace did not exist in 
Broward County. However, for a nonex
isting office, Hicks' quarters in the Far
rington Building was the center of much 
activity, as lawyers from within and with
out the county conducted business there. 

On February 3, 1927, Guy W. Brubaker, 
the supervisor of junior high schools in 
Broward County, and Mrs. D. B. Cooper, 
a substitute teacher, were killed at the 
Fourth Street Florida East Coast Rail
way crossing when their automobile was 
struck by an oncoming southbound train. 
Mrs. Ada Gilmore and Mrs. Jenny Davis, 
both substitute teachers, were also in
jured in the wreck. Brubaker was driving 
the three substitute teachers to the Davie 
School. 

Justice of the Peace Hicks presided 
over the ensuing coroner's inquest. The 
Florida East Coast Railway was well rep
resented by Vincent C. Giblin of Fort 
Lauderdale, Hugh Cinkscates of Miami, 
and J. L. Nixon of Fort Pierce. Carl Hiaasen 
of Fort Lauderdale represented Mrs. 
Gilmore, and Miller Walton of Fort Lau-

I 
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derdale represented Mrs. Brubaker. A 
number of witnesses testified. 

C. H. Gilbert of the Florida East Coast 
freight office said that the flagman had 
tried to stop the Brubaker car, but had to 
j urn pout of the way for safety. Gilbert also 
testified that the engineer had sounded 
the whistle when the train approached 
the Fifth Street crossing and again as the 
train approached Fourth Street. J . B. 
Wilson, the flagman, deposed that he heard 
the train whistle at Fifth Street and had 
flagged down traffic to the west of the 
track. He said that he had made every 
effort to flag the Brubaker car and had 
shouted when the car kept coming, but 
that the driver had continued, forcing 
him to jump for safety from the path of the 
car curving toward him. 

Roy G. Simmons, a foreman at the 
water works, stated that he was at the 
west side of the crossing and saw the flag 
being waved before the train came into 
view. The Negro fireman, John Lamb, 
testified that the train was not going more 
than fifteen to twenty miles per hour, the 
brakes having already been applied as 
the train was approaching the station. 
William E. Marsh, the engineer, testified 
that he could not see the car, but that the 
fireman had shouted at him to stop. The 
coroner's jury verdict was that the Florida 
East Coast Railway was not at fault . 
Justice Hicks announced that the verdict 
did not preclude any civil action and then 
closed the case. All accounts indicate that 
Hicks handled the case in a professional 
manner.14 

On January 27, 1927, the Broward 
County Sheriffs Department was rocked 
with a scandal of tremendous proportions, 
possibly the greatest scandal in Broward 
law enforcement history. Sheriff Paul 
Bryan and his entire deputy force were 
arrested by United States prohibition 
agents. Also taken into custody were six 

Fort Lauderdale city policemen, includ
ing Acting Police Chief Bert Croft. A 
number of private citizens were also ar
rested, making a total of thirty-three 
people taken into custody by the federal 
agents. The raid was conducted by eight
een agents led by R. J. Tuttle of Savan
nah, administrator of the Southern Pro
hibition District. They seized eight stills 
and confiscated large quantities ofliquor. 
In addition to SheriffBryan, the members 
of the Broward sheriffs office arrested 
were deputies Robert Kendall, Jot Shiver, 
Byrne B. Baker, J.P. Martin, E. C. Grimes, 
andGlenMaughans. They,alongwith the 
other twenty-six individuals apprehended 
in the raid, were incarcerated in the Palm 
Beach County jail. It was later reported 
that William A Hicks, angered over his 
abrupt dismissal by Sheriff Bryan, had 
tipped off the federal agents concerning 
the liquor situation in Broward County. 15 

For some unexplained reason, Paul 
Bryan was never suspended for as much 
as a single day by Governor Martin. This 
was particularly unusual since the gover
nor had the power to suspend local offi
cials even if formal charges or indict
ments had not been lodged. The Florida 
Senate had to sustain such action before 
permanent removal could be effective, 
but, since the legislature met in regular 
session only every other year, an official 
could be suspended for more than a yea:r 
before the senate considered his plight. 
Furthermore, as a matter of senatorial 
courtesy, the senate generally followed 
the wishes of the senator who represented 
the district where the suspended official 
resided. Sheriffs seemed particularly vul
nerable to the whims of Florida gover
nors. In fact, Paul Bryan owed his posi
tion as Broward sheriff to the fact that 
Governor Cary A. Hardee had removed 
Sheriff A W. Turner in 1922 and ap
pointed Bryan to replace him. The follow-

AND BV~N~G SEN11NEL 

v""_o:r..::::_x'::_v-;-l~N-'Occ-._-:-:II-:-!======~=====================:::F;;;O;;-,:-RT l~i~E. FLORID A, T HURSO A Y. J A ~U ARY;--,2;::-7.--:1 -;;:;9~~7 -------------- -,PRI=cs=r&ih-:CE.N'r.l= 

SHERIFF BRYAN, DEPUTIES AND 7 
POLICE HELD ON LIQUOR CHARGES 

--==----___ ,_ - - - -========----_j 



State Attorney Louis F. Maire (left) and George W. Tedder, Sr. (right), Hicks' 
one-time attorney who became judge of the Twenty-second Judicial Circuit. 

ing year, the Florida Senate had sus
tained Turner's removal. In 1933, Gover
nor Dave Sholtz would remove Sheriff 
Dan Hardie ofDade County, ambiguously 
citing "erratic and eccentric behavior" on 
Hardie's part, and appoint D. C. Coleman 
to replace him. Since Senator John W. 
Watson of Dade belonged to a rival politi
cal faction to Hardie's, the Florida Senate 
would sustain the removal in 1935. 

The removal of several other sheriffs 
during this period emphasized Bryan's 
precarious position. While Turner was 
removed on the rather vague basis of 
"nonfeasance in office," Bryan faced real 
criminal charges. Yet, Governor Martin 
made no effort to remove him. Even though 
he was never officially cleared of the seri
ous charges, Bryan was able to hold on to 
his office for the entire term. This episode 
indicates how arbitrarily the governors 
used their powers of removal. Since Gov
ernor Martin had developed a reputation 
as a spoilsman, it seems obvious that 
Bryan had influence with the Martin ad
ministration. The Bryan prohibition con
spiracy case lingered on until1930, after 
both Bryan and Martin left office. After 
two trials before the U.S. district court in 
Miami, both of which ended in mistrials, 
the government dropped the case. 

Although the prohibition conspiracy 
case would eventually have great reper
cussions on the career ofW. A. Hicks, its 
immediate impact appears slight. At the 
time, Hicks was much more concerned 
with his battle to maintain the office of 

justice of the peace. He had been involved 
in several justice of the peace cases after 
the Brubaker inquest. In due time he sent 
his bills to the county commission for 
payment. The commission flatly refused 
to comply, repeating its contention that 
the office of justice of the peace did not 
exist in Broward County. Hicks then filed 
suit in circuit court to compel the county 
commission to honor its obligations and 
pay the bills. In this suit he was repre
sented by Fort Lauderdale attorney George 
W. Tedder, Sr. The commission was rep
resented by County Attorney W. M. Pope. 
At the time, Broward was still part of the 
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, presided over 
by Judge C. E. Chillingworth in West 
Palm Beach. 

Tedder based his case for Hicks on the 
actions of the original Broward County 
Commission. The four surviving mem
bers of the original commission all testi
fied that the commission in 1915 had, in 
fact, divided the county into five justice of 
the peace districts. Tedder also stated 
that a number of people had held the post 
of justice of the peace in the ensuing 
twelve years, including W. M. Pope, the 
county attorney. This revelation was 
particularly ironic, since Pope was, at 
that moment, arguing that the justice of 
the peace court had never existed in Brow
ard County. Tedder also stated that A. D. 
Marshall, a member of one of Fort Lau
derdale's most prominent pioneer fami
lies, had served a term as constable. Pope 
responded by pointing out that the action 
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creating the justice of the peace districts 
could not be valid since it never appeared 
in the minutes ofthe original county com
mission meeting. Tedder replied that the 
compelling evidence made it clear that 
the districts were created regardless of 
whether or not the action had been re
corded in the minutes. After hearing the 
arguments, Judge Chillingworth an
nounced that he was taking the case under 
advisement. In due time, he announced 
his decision, which was a total victory for 
the county commission. Chillingworth 
ruled that the minutes must be upheld, 
and that W. A. Hicks was not, and never 
had been, justice of the peace. Tedder 
promptly announced an appeal on behalf 
of Hicks to the Florida Supreme Court. 

In the meantime, Broward County faced 
a major change in its judicial structure. 
The county's population had grown rap
idly during the 1920s, and the Broward 
County Bar Association began to clamor 
for a separate Broward judicial circuit. 
These efforts bore fruit in 1927, when the 
Florida Legislature passed a bill creating 
the new Twenty-second Judicial Circuit. 
The bill was signed into law by Governor 
Martin, who then followed the recommen
dation of the Broward County Bar Asso
ciation and appointed Fort Lauderdale 
attorney Vincent C. Giblin judge of the 
newly-created circuit. Giblin, possibly the 
most brilliant lawyer ever to practice in 
Broward courts, had been born in Mobile, 
Alabama, in 1895, and was a law gradu
ate ofNotre Dame University. After serv
ing as counsel for the Florida East Coast 
Railway in Jacksonville, Giblin moved to 
Fort Lauderdale in 1925. He immediately 
impressed the local lawyers with the 
depths ofhis legal knowledge and was the 
overwhelming choice of the local bar for 
the judicial position. The nomination was 
soon ratified by the Florida Senate. 

Governor Martin also followed the rec
ommendation of the Broward County Bar 
Association in appointing Fort Lauder
dale Municipal Judge Louis F. Maire as 
state attorney for the new Twenty-second 
Circuit. Maire had been born inN ew York 
in 1894, but grew up in Georgia. He gradu
ated from the Detroit College of Law in 
1914. After admission to both the Michi
gan and Georgia bars, he had moved to 
Fort Lauderdale in ·1923 and was soon ad
mitted to the Florida bar. An unsuccess
ful candidate for county judge in the June 
1924 Democratic primary against Fred B. 
Shippey, Maire soon assumed the posi
tion ofmunicipaljudge and was serving in 
that post when he received the appoint
ment. When the Florida Senate confirmed 
Maire's appointment, the Twenty-second 
Judicial Circuit was in place. Soon it would 
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be responsible for handling one of the 
most sensational murder cases in Brow
ard County history.16 

As these events unfolded, attorney 
George W. Tedder, Sr., representing W. A. 
Hicks, continued preparing his appeal of 
Judge Chillingworth's decision denying 
Hicks the office of justice of the peace. In 
the appeal , as in the original suit, Tedder 
based his case on the assumed action of 
the original county commission rather 
than on the 1926 restatement of justice 
districts or on the clear wording of the 
Florida Constitution. But suddenly the 
appeal was completely deraile'll, as Hicks 
faced a far greater problem. On Thurs
day, July 7, 1927, he was arrested on a 
charge of first degree murder. 

The warrant for Hicks' arrest had been 
sworn out by C. W. Barber, brother of the 
murdered Robert Reese Barber, whose 
naked, mutilated, and gunshot riddled 
body had been found floating in the Dania 
Cut-off Canal almost two years previ
ously. Hicks was arrested in his justice of 
the peace office by deputies Robert Kendall 
and Lucian Craig. Although Judge Chill
ingworth had ruled emphatically that 
Hicks was not and never had been justice 
of the peace, the Fort Lauderdale Daily 
News apparently did not get the message. 
The paper constantly referred to Hicks as 
"the Justice of the Peace" while reporting 
the arrest. 17 

It had been nearly two years since the 
body later identified as Robert Reese Bar
ber was discovered. The questions which 
were asked at the time, and which re
main, were: "Why bring charges at this 
time?" and, "Why Hicks?" When Hicks 
was serving as chief deputy sheriff and 
Barber was a prisoner in the Broward 
County jail, Hicks had shown an unusual 
interest in Barber. As noted previously, 
Hicks was not above using prison labor to 

work on his large property holdings in 
Progresso, and Barber, a skilled carpen
ter, was especially suitable for such en
deavors. In fact, the carpenters' union 
had taken up Barber's complaint that 
Hicks had refused to pay him. Reports 
also surfaced that evidence was being 
gathered to prove Hicks guilty of peonage, 
which was a federal offense. Despite these 
rumors, the Barber case had been held in 
abeyance for nearly two years, leading 
Hicks' supporters to question why it was 
suddenly revived at this time. 

Defenders of Hicks claimed that Sher
iff Bryan and his department, aware that 
Hicks had tipped off the federal prohibi-
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Robert Reese Barber. 

tion agents, resulting in the recent raid 
and arrest of Bryan and his entire deputy 
force, were out for revenge and decided to 
charge Hicks with Barber's murder. In 
other words, Hicks' defenders claimed that 
the entire prosecution case was a gigantic 
frame-up . On the other hand, Hicks had 
many critics in the county who thought 
him perfectly capable of committing the 
dastardly deed. 

The ordeal of William A. Hicks lasted 
three years, and during that time Hicks 
was represented by an impressive array 
oflawyers. Leading the defense team was 
Fort Lauderdale attorney C. E. Farring
ton, one ofthe leaders of the Broward bar. 
Farrington had practiced law in Fort 
Lauderdale since 1913, and was long in
volved in public service. He had served on 
the Fort Lauderdale city council from 
1916 to 1919, on the county school board 
from 1919 to 1921, as mayor of Fort Lau
derdale from 1919 to 1921, as county 
school superintendent from 1918 to 1920, 
and as state attorney in 1920 during the 
brief suspension of State Attorney Edgar 
Thompson ofWest Palm Beach. Farring
ton was also a prominent Presbyterian 
layman who taught the men's Bible class 
at Fort Lauderdale's First Presbyterian 
Church for thirty-five years. A skilled 
trial lawyer, he had a statewide reputa
tion as an advocate. 

As chief defense counsel for Hicks, Far
rington was ably assisted by his partner, 
Thomas Lockhart, an experienced trial 
lawyer, and also by his associate, young 
G. H. Martin, who was just beginning his 
long and distinguished Broward career. 
As the case progressed, outside legal tal
ent was also acquired by the defense. 
These additions to the defense team in
cluded such legal heavyweights as J. 
Walter Kehoe, a former longtime state 
attorney from the Pensacola circuit and 
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Two of Hicks' defense attorneys, chief counsel C.E. Farrington (left) 
and associate counsel G. Harold Martin (right). 

former one-term congressman from the 
panhandle. Kehoe had moved to Miami in 
1926 and had a much-deserved reputa
tion as one of the leading trial lawyers in 
Florida. Also assisting the defense was R. 
B. Gautier, Sr., who had wide courtroom 
experience, was a leader of the Dade 
County bar, and would later serve as 
mayor of Miami. The Miami law firm of 
Price and Price, familiar figures on the 
legal scene since the early part of the 
century, was added to the defense effort, 
as was S. J . Hilburn of Palatka, who 
enjoyed a statewide reputation as a trial 
lawyer and a man of political importance, 
having served twenty years in the Florida 
Senate. 

Of course, this vast battery oflawyers 
were not all working on the case at the 
same time. The Hicks case lasted almost 
three years, and different defense attor
neys appeared during certain aspects of 
the case. Nevertheless, with such an im
pressive array oflegal talent working for 
his defense, it was obvious that Hicks had 
money at his disposal. According to G. H. 
Martin, wealthy, reclusive Fort Lauder
dale beach resident Hugh Taylor Birch 
donated $5,000 to the Hicks defense fund. 
Birch was grateful because Hicks, in his 
role as chief deputy, had successfully kept 
undesirables off Birch's property. 

In charge of the prosecution was the 
newly-installed state attorney, Louis F. 

Maire, who was just beginning his long 
career as a prosecutor. Thomas Farmer of 
the law firm ofFarmer and Grantham, an 
experienced and excellent trial lawyer, 
was hired to help the prosecution. 18 

The trial preliminaries began in the 
normal fashion . Bail was demanded and 
refused by Judge Shippey. An immediate 
hearing was requested, but was also turned 
down by the judge. Hicks was then locked 
up in the county jail where he had once 
lived as warden. His next attempt to gain 
his freedom came about when attorneys 
C. E. Farrington and Thomas Lockhart 
sought his release from jail through writ 
of habeas corpus proceedings before Cir
cuit Judge Vincent C. Giblin on July 8, 
1927. The defense attorneys claimed that 
Hicks was being held illegally, and pre
sented testimony that the body for which 
Hicks was being held on the murder charge 
was never positively identified as that of 
Robert Reese Barber. In fact, the lawyers 
emphasized, many people had originally 
thought that the victim was store clerk 
Joe Juliene. Farrington and Lockhart's 
ploy involved an important legal point. If 
the body turned out to be someone other 
than Barber, Hicks' motive for murder 
would disappear. Judge Giblin denied the 
writ, and the case was turned over to the 
grand jury, which convened in special 
session to determine if there were suffi
cient grounds to hold Hicks on a true bill 

for the murder. On July 11, 1927, the 
grand jury, through foreman Fred Wertz, 
indicted Hicks on a charge of first degree 
murder, stating that "Hicks did willingly 
and with malice of forethought , and with 
premeditated design, effect Barber's death, 
the motive being bad blood between the 
former chief deputy and the jail trusty." 19 

Judge Giblin quickly disqualified him
selffrom hearing the case and requested 
that another judge be appointed to pre
side at the trial. Giblin explained that he 
was "personally prejudiced" against the 
defendant, another way of saying that he 
just did not like Hicks. Judge Lexie Parks 
of Tampa was appointed by Governor Mar
tin, but soon disqualified himself when he 
discovered that his appointment to pre
side over the Hicks trial, countersigned 
by Secretary of State H. Clay Crawford, 
did not bear Martin's signature, but was 
instead made out by Bessie Porter, the 
governor's typist. It is important to note 
that Judge Parks' alertness saved the 
state from future embarrassment. If the 
trial had proceeded without that correc
tion and resulted in a guilty verdict, the 
verdict would certainly have been reversed 
by the Florida Supreme Court on the 
grounds that an unauthorized judge had 
presided at the trial. When Martin signed 
the necessary authorization and reas
signed Judge Parks to the case, the trial 
was ready to begin.20 
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On July 31, 1927, Hicks' defense law
yers filed a sixteen-page application re
questing a change of venue with Judge 
Parks. The document contained an affida
vit by Hicks explaining why so many 
people in the county were prejudiced 
against him, and averred that so many 
potential jurors had already prejudged 
the case that it would be impossible to 
receive a fair and impartial trial in Brow
ard County. 

Hicks claimed that his vigorous en
forcement of the prohibition laws had an
tagonized the bootlegging element which 
included a large portion of the electors 
from which circuit court jurors were se
lected. The fact that women were not al
lowed to serve on juries at that time added 
validity to this claim. Hicks also claimed 
that Sheriff Bryan believed that the for
mer chief deputy was responsible for the 
arrest of the entire sheriffs force and so 
conspired with county officials to "get 
Hicks." Hicks used as evidence that the 
county political hierarchy was antagonis
tic to him the fact that the county commis
sion flatly refused to recognize the justice 
of the peace position to which he had been 
duly elected. He further stated that the 
commissioners took this position because 
they were afraid that he would use the 
office to crack down on corrupt law offi
cers. Hicks also claimed that Fort Lauder
dale city officials were agaiflllt him be
cause ofhis actions in the aftermath ofthe 
devastating September 1926 hurricane, 
when he had put an end to the "illegal" 
martial law proclaimed by Mayor John 
W. Tidball . Hicks concluded his affidavit 
by citing the sensational coverage of his 
case by the Fort Lauderdale Daily News, 
which was read by almost every man in 
the county. He also charged that biased 
statements by Broward Circuit Judge 
Giblin during the preliminary proceed
ings were bound to affect prospective ju
rors.21 

Prosecuting attorneys Maire and 
Farmer replied to Hicks' charges by pro
ducing depositions stating that, as a law 
officer, Hicks had a reputation for being 
associated with bootleggers and had even 
received kickbacks from speakeasies op
erating along Dixie Highway. The prose
cutors also denied charges that the car
penters' union had raised a slush fund for 
the prosecution of Hicks. Municipal offi
cials swore that there had never been a 
conspiracy to do away with Hicks on a 
framed charge. The prosecution then read 
declarations signed by John Cook, mayor 
of Pompano; G. E . Butler, mayor of Deer
field; J. Stephans, city clerk of Deerfield; 
and C. C. Freeman, city manager of Hol
lywood, all stating that Hicks could re-

ceive a fair and impartial trial in Broward 
County. The reading of these lengthy dec
larations lasted more than one hour. When 
it concluded, Judge Parks denied the 
application for a change of venue. The 
trial date was set for Monday, September 
5, 1927. 

When the trial opened, Judge Parks 
illustrated his mastery of the court pro
ceedings. During the preliminary legal 
skirmishes, a statement was made that 
sound~d humorous, and some of the spec
tators laughed. Judge Parks banged his 
gavel and said in a stern voice, "The next 
person to laugh is going to jail." That 
stern rejoinder had a sobering effect on 
the spectators. 

It soon became evident that it would be 
just as hard to seat a jury as it had been 
to seat a judge. After twelve jurors had 
been seated, defense attorney Lockhart 
challenged the entire jury panel because 
the list from which the men were selected 
had not been properly signed by the chair
man of the county commission, because 
court clerk Charles Gordon had failed to 
write the names properly on a special 
piece of paper, and above all because the 
panel had been served by Sheriff Bryan 
and his deputies. Lockhart even put Bryan 
on the stand in a vain effort to make the 
sheriff admit that he had carried a war
rant for Hicks' arrest in his pocket for two 
months before serving it, and that he had 
deliberately waited until the grand jury 
was in session before service was made. 
Judge Parks then denied Lockhart's 
motion to quash the entire venire. 

The seating of a jury was difficult even 
without the legal footwork. A number of 
prospective jurors, when called to the jury 
box, had said that they disliked Hicks. 
Some flatly admitted that they believed 
Hicks to be guilty. After much wrangling, 
a twelve-man jury was finally seated, 
composed of C. A. Thornhill and A. H. 
Morford of Dania; Ellsworth Mains, 
Frank Sterling, and William Brumby of 
Davie; E. B. White and E. S. Mims of 
Deerfield; R. V. McBride of Floranada; 
Roy McJunkin and Oliver S. Peck of 
Fort Lauderdale; Charles Sands of 
Pompano; and H. T. Hamby of Pro
gresso.22 

As the trial proceeded, two facts be
came increasingly obvious. The first was 
the defense strategy. Farrington and his 
associates used the time-honored tactics 
of putting someone other than the defen
dant on trial. By stressing the shortcom
ings of a party other than the defendant, 
preferably someone with a connection to 
the prosecution, they hoped to attract 
attention away from the alleged misdeeds 
of the accused. In this case, Sheriff Paul 

Bryan and his deputies were selected to 
be the targets of the defense attorneys' 
attacks. A second factor soon emerged as 
well. While the prosecution's case was 
compelling, it was also seriously tainted. 
Much of the prosecution depended upon 
the testimony of unsavory characters. For 
example, Steadman Gray and Wesley 
Corell, both confessed bootleggers, were 
alleged eyewitnesses to the murder, and 
they both testified for the prosecution 
under a grant of immunity. The credita
bility of those two undesirable men was, 
of course, questioned. However, the fact 
remains that often in a criminal case the 
prosecution is faced with such a di
lemma. Shady characters frequently have 
the most first-hand knowledge about 
serious crimes precisely because they are 
involved in them. So prosecutors often go 
to court with the evidence and witnesses 
they have and hope for the best. Some
times this tactic works, and sometimes it 
does not. 

The courthouse was packed to capacity 
on September 5, 1927, with every avail
able seat taken one hour before the trail 
was scheduled to begin. The most sensa
tional testimony came when Deputy Sher
iff Jot Shiver testified that about six 
months after the discovery of Barber's 
body, Hicks, in an office conversation with 
Shiver, calmly told him that he had killed 
Barber and described how it was done . In 
Shiver's words, Hicks claimed "that he 
was forced to slash Barber's stomach when 
Barber did not heed warnings to leave 
town. With knife in hand, Hicks demon
strated how he slit Barber." This startling 
bit oftestimony drew a vigorous response 
from the defense attorneys. Thomas Lock
hart conducted the cross examination, 
asking Shiver ifhe had passed this shock
ing bit of information to Sheriff Bryan 
immediately. The answer was, "No." When 
Lockhart asked why Bryan was not in
formed of the damning confession, Shiver 
said, in effect, that he was afraid of Hicks. 
"When Hicks was chief deputy, he was 
running the sheriffs office," Shiver stated, 
"Ifl told anyone of this conversation, one 
night on my way home to Pompano, the 
same thing would happen to me that hap
pened to Barber." Sheriff Bryan had a 
reputation for hiring the toughest men in 
the county as his deputies, and one of 
them had testified under oath that he was 
afraid of another. If not for the stern 
warning from Judge Parks at the begin
ning of the trial, no doubt Shiver's state
ment that he was afraid of Hicks would 
have caused an outburst oflaughter. More 
than six decades after the trial, G. H. 
Martin, one of the defense attorneys, stated 
that Shiver's testimony did not square 
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Rare newspaper photo of W.A. Hicks testifying in his own behalf during the 
trial. Numbered individuals are: 1) Hicks; 2) C.E. Farrington; 3) Thomas 
Lockhart; 4) G.H. Martin; 5) Louis Maire; 6) Thomas G. Farmer; 7) Judge 
L.L. Parks. 

with common sense. Hicks was certainly 
highly intelligent, and would not likely 
have been stupid enough to make such a 
damaging confession to Shiver2 3 

Another witness, County Judge Fred 
B. Shippey, testified that, three weeks 
after Barber's body was discovered, Hicks 
had asked "if the goddamn Barbers asso
ciated him with the disappearance of their 
brother ." Judge Shippey told Hicks that 
he had heard rumors to that effect. Fu-

neral director Amos Griffith testified for 
the prosecution that he had had a jail
house conversation with a "distraught" 
Hicks, who had indicated that he did not 
want the body found floating in the canal 
to be identified. Griffith said that he had 
told Hicks that it was not his job to 
identify any corpse. His job was simply 
to bury the body. 

Throughout the proceedings, the prose
cution emphasized the extraordinary in-

The red brick Bryan Building on the corner of Brickell Avenue and Wall 
Street housed the DeSoto Hotel, from which Robert Barber was allegedly 
abducted before being murdered. 

terest that Hicks had shown in Barber, 
stressing the charge that Hicks had re
fused to pay Barber for work done, and 
that the carpenters' union had taken up 
the case. The prosecution also stressed 
that, because ofthis incident, Hicks stood 
a chance ofbeing charged with peonage, a 
federal offense. 

The most sensational prosecution tes
timony came when the two alleged eye
witnesses to the murder testified. These 
men, confessed bootleggers Steadman 
Gray and Wesley Corell, had both re
ceived grants of immunity. They had 
arrived at the Fort Lauderdale train depot 
at night and were immediately placed in 
protective custody under armed guard. 
To prevent any tampering with their tes
timony, they were kept in seclusion in a 
cell at the county jail, and visitors were 
barred from seeing or speaking with them 
prior to their appearance before the grand 
jury. Subsequently, Gray and Corell told 
the grand jury that, on August 8, 1925, 
they had accompanied Hicks when he 
went to get Barber from his hotel room 
and saw Hicks force Barber into the car 
after displaying a faked warrant from 
Dade County. The group then drove to the 
southern part of Fort Lauderdale, where 
Barber was shot, castrated, and thrown 
into the canal. No doubt this testimony 
strongly influenced the grand jury to indict 
Hicks for the first degree murder of Bar
ber. 

Gray and Corell reiterated their ver
sion of the murder at the trial, and added 
a number of sensational details. When 
questioned by State Attorney Louis Maire, 
Gray said that he was a resident of Bos
ton, Massachusetts, and that he had come 
to Fort Lauderdale at the request of a 
detective employed by the Broward sher
iffs office in order to testify against Hicks. 
Gray said that he had been living in his 
sister's house in Boston for about three or 
four years, but that in 1925 he was living 
in Progresso in a house that Wesley Corell 
rented from Hicks. When asked if he could 
identify Hicks, Gray replied by pointing 
to Hicks, who was sitting in the defen
dant's chair. To Maire's next question, 
"Did you see Mr. Hicks on the eighth of 
August 1925?" Gray replied, "Yes sir." 
Maire then asked, "Do you recall the occa
sion of the body being found in the canal?" 
Gray replied in the affirmative, then elabo
rated by testifying that Hicks had tele
phoned him on the day in question to say 
that he needed both Gray and Corell right 
away. Gray said that he had told Hicks 
that they had to handle a load ofliquor in 
Deerfield. Then, according to Gray, Hicks 
replied that he wanted them to come to 
his residence as soon as their task was 
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completed. Accordingly, they arrived at 
the county jail where Hicks made his 
home while serving as warden. According 
to Gray, the three men then got into 
Hicks' car and drove to the DeSoto Hotel 
on Brickell Avenue, where Robert R. 
Barber was residing. Displaying a fake 
warrant from Dade County, Hicks forced 
Barber into the automobile. With Stead
man Gray driving, the car proceeded to 
the southwest section of Fort Lauderdale, 
where Barber was shot and mutilated. 
Gray testified that Corell, who was used 
to seeing horrible sights, became ill at the 
sickening display and vomited. After the 
mutilation was completed, the body was 
thrown into the canal. Gray stated that 
Hicks mutilated and disposed of the body 
in hopes that it would never be identi
fied.u 

Steadman Gray had to withstand vig
orous cross examination from Thomas 
Lockhart. The defense centered on Gray's 
criminal activity and claimed that he had 
agreed to testify for the prosecution in 
order to escape punishment for his part in 
the crime. 

Wesley Corell testified along much of 
the same lines as did Gray. Corell added 
to the previous testimony the details that, 
after Hicks dumped the body into the ca
nal, causing a loud splash, the deputy 
searched Barber's clothes. He removed 
some papers from the garments, but the 
only money found was a nickel. Hicks 
offered the coin to Gray, who refused 
payment, and then pocketed the proceeds. 
Corell also stated that he had become ill 
at the sight of Barber's mutilation. 

Another prosecution witness was Slim 
Yawn, who worked at a restaurant near 
the DeSoto Hotel. He testified that he had 
seen Barber, accompanied by Hicks, leave 
the hotel during the night in question. 
When asked why he had not reported this 
information, the witness replied that he 
was afraid of Hicks. 

The defense based a major part of their 
case on the charge that the prosecution's 
whole case was a tremendous frame-up. 
In doing so, they stressed that Sheriff 
Bryan and all of his deputies were hostile 
to Hicks because of their belief that it had 
been Hicks who had reported the liquor 
irregularities to the federal prohibition 
agents, resulting in the arrest of the en
tire sheriffs department. According to 
this scenario of a gruesome conspiracy, 
the sheriffs department decided to revive 
the dormant Barber case, which had been 
held in abeyance for nearly two years. 

Glen Maughans, a former deputy who 
had served under Paul Bryan before turn
ing in his badge, testified that he and 
others were determined to get revenge on 

Hicks following the raid. Hicks' brother
in-law, Frank Read, furnished the inter
esting testimony that Deputy Jot Shiver 
had told him, "We will kill Hicks with 
high powered rifles." A casual observer 
cannot help but wonder why, if that was a 
serious threat, Shiver would tell Hicks' 
brother-in-law. During the cross exami
nations of Steadman Gray and Wesley 
Corell, the two alleged eyewitnesses were 
questioned concerning various schemes 
to do away with Hicks so as to discourage 
other people from talking about their liq
uor dealings. Gray and Corell could easily 
have been in a position to know of such 
talk. In addition to being bootleggers, 
both had been deputized for duty follow
ing the 1926 hurricane and also during 
the brief opening of the Pompano horse 
racing track. 

Throughout the whole proceedings, the 
defense attorneys maintained that the 
body found floating in the canal was never 
positively identified as Barber's, thereby 
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attempting to undermine the alleged 
motive for the murder. They. repeated 
that the body was first thought to be that 
of Fort Lauderdale store clerk Joe Ju
liene. The defense stated that the identi
fication by the Barber brothers was ques
tionable . The brothers had made the iden
tification on the basis of a bent finger, a 
basis deemed unsatisfactory by the de
fense attorneys. 

As the trial progressed, the defense at
torneys took an unusual step. They de
cided to put William A Hicks on the stand 
to testify in his own defense . Because of 
the provision against self incrimination 
in the Fifth Amendment to the United 
States Constitution, the defendant in a 
criminal case is not required to testify. 
However, if a defendant elects to testify 
under oath, he is subject to cross exami
nation by the prosecutor. The defense 
attorneys were obviously certain that 
Hicks could handle himself during the 
ordeal. Hicks entered denial after denial 
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to questions posed by his attorneys con
cerning his alleged part in the Barber 
murder. He stated positively that he did 
not commit the crime, and he gave a 
biographical account of his life. 

Hicks then explained his business ar
rangement with Barber, stating that Bar
ber was paid four dollars a day and also 
was given extra food above the usual 
prison ration in return for working on 
houses being built in Progresso. During 
cross examination, Hicks admitted that 
he had gone to Tallahassee to see 
Governor Martin because of charges that 
were levied against him for employing 
Barber, who was then a prisoner in the 
Broward County jail. 

Hicks branded as lies testimony link
ing him to Barber's death, saying that he 
did not even see Barber during the night 
in question. He further stated that, on the 
night of August 8, 1925, he was at his 
residence in the county jail attending to 
the needs of Mrs. Hicks, who was ill. He 
had summoned his niece, Mrs. Birdie Read 
Summers, and when Mrs. Hicks' situ
ation became more serious, had called in 
Dr. Robert Lowry. The doctor, on taking 
the stand, testified that he had attended 
Mrs. Hicks, but he could not state the 
night or recall if Hicks was present. 

When the testimony was finally com
pleted,Judge Parks gave his instructions 
to the jurors, who then retired to the jury 
room to begin deliberations. During the 
next eleven hours, the jury twice returned 
to the courtroom to report that a verdict 
could not be reached. Each time, Judge 
Parks refused to declare a mistrial and 
ordered the jury back into the jury room 
for further deliberations. On Sunday, Sep
tember 11, the jury returned to the court
room and reported through foreman Ol
iver S. Peck that a verdict had been 
reached. The jury found William A Hicks 
guilty of murder in the first degree, but 
with a recommendation for mercy.25 

On Monday, September 19, 1927, Hicks 
appeared in court and read a typewritten 
statement. It was a bitterly worded pres
entation. Hicks denied that he had been 
given a fair and impartial trial, and said 
that he had fallen into disfavor with both 
the county and municipal power struc
tures . He accused Sheriff Bryan and his 
entire department of protecting bootleg
gers and trumping up charges against 
him. Hicks declared, "I was warned before 
my arrest that I would be shot ifl did not 
leave town." He also delivered a strong 
verbal blast at special prosecutor Thomas 
Farmer, who, he claimed, had taken Stead
man Gray and Wesley Corell to a barbe
cue near the West Dixie Highway, where, 
according to Hicks, "everyone was drunk." 
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PaulJ C.· :Brya~. 
A NNOUNCED hi, cudidacy n>-dection., Sheriff of Browa<d County. •ubj~ct to the Democratic 

PCma.ry of June 5th. wlth the ;onviction that during his preM:nt admil)i~;ation he has performed the 

dutieo o~Sheriff thoroughly. efficiently and without lear or favur. 

BRYAN KEPT HIS PLEDGE 
When nominate:! in the Primary-d 19: 4 Sheriff Bryan gave h~ pledge to the people of Brow..d County that 
he woulcl ~orce the laW1 with justice and equity. ~I ding to the demands or influ~ce of no faction or group. 
He ba. kept that pledge. No one can f==Fully ,.y thatout~den have dictated tbe poliO.. of hi• office. 

APPRECii~TES CO-OPERATION 
He h.a.s. of couae, accepted tho-advice friends. aad.at tributes in large m~e the sacceu -of his ·admini!tra~ 
tion to .. tbeadv1c.c. co--operation and eoc uragement of I aw-abldin~. citizem. He is deeply grateful for their 
frier><lship. He ....Jizcs,.-ny worthy~ faithful officer •hould. that adminntration,of the law• can.be.t be 
obtainechhrough the aid .of 'the Ctiuru for whose protection the laws are made. We know that he hu.had the 
aid and l'"ricouragement of tbev.u-of ~ward Cowtty c.itizem •• and that he.has striVed to-do,justice.by all ... 

STANDS ON HIS REC0RD 
He come> before tkv~thf=laitho\hat.hn record:.hall•lllnd.approved'al'their hand. andpy their 
vole>. l-!i.olfice i. ~o th<»f ,who-seck the advic=nd· aid of lho\Slieriff'; ckpartmCll PpionaJ. 
ly, he~ hrs.whol~d attentiOn to-the-duties of the-office, t('alizing thst he is a ~nt of the peo· 
ple-andaahjcctto ~eaponiillilitie. they haveveposedin him. 
Whil~aud-property ol people\ from the lawless, he has at limes staked ht s own I tie, and the 
live! of hi• ~ wb=.duty..J.rmd:lcd. 

FACED UNUSUAL OBS'FACLES 
During his term of office .th.e~cd -boom period- broogbt to Fort Laadenlaleand Broward County, an in
Hux of .crimi.na.ls of aJI cluses &om all pam of thecountr y: confidence men, burglars, crackmen, house breaken 
and automobik thieves.. Never before~ there been' uch a period or such conditions arising in Broward. 
County from tht: standpoint of law enfo~cement, but the Sheriffs department coped with the situation fully 
ond .. ti.l:'orily. . I 

Five Reasons Why You Should Re-elect Bryan 
I. Becaz.e be ba. ~"""""himself ly of the trw!. ~-
2 BecatJSe he is oot afraid to do his for fear of losing a few votes in the coming dection.. . 

3. Because the records show beyond ccessful contr ad.ictian that his· acfum.ustration is one of t.he best the 
Cormty lw ever had. ± --· 

4. Because by the practice of good bu · ds economy, he ha. made the office an """t itUtead of a liah~lity . 
S. Becaruc the people that want g 

1 

government and law enforcement are onpporting him .!most to a man. 
I 

THESE AYE REASONs SHOULD BE SUFFICIENT TO · CAUSE ANY REAL THINKING M~N OR 
WOMAN TO CAST JltEIR VOTE 'FOR. PAUL C. BRYAN f 

(PAJD f'<*. n' n:IE'lltt5l 

Sheriff Paul Bryan's election advertisement from the June 4, 1928Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News. 

Hicks concluded his bitter twenty minute 
diatribe by saying, "I am innocent of this 
charge. I am not guilty."26 

Afterwards, defense attorney Thomas 
Lockhart cited sixty-seven reasons why a 
new trial should be granted. Lockhart 
made special reference to a letter written 
July23, 1927, by J. S. Blitch, superinten
dent at the Raiford State Penitentiary. 
Blitch wrote that he had learned that Joe 
Tracy, a member of the notorious Ashley 
gang and who at that time was serving a 
life sentence, could prove that Hicks did 
not commit the murder and was not even 
present on the night of the crime. Blitch 
stated that Tracy had originally told 
Governor Martin that he was unwilling to 
present this information in court, and the 
matter was dropped. Apparently Tracy 
had had a change of heart upon learning 
of Hicks' conviction, and was now willing 

to testify in court.27 

Despite the efforts of the defense attor
neys, Judge Parks rejected every one of 
the sixty-seven items listed by Lockhart 
and denied the motion for a new trial. 
Parks' actions probably surprised no one 
who was knowledgeable about judicial 
procedure. The defense's petition effort 
was just the first step in the appeals 
process, since it is necessary to make a 
new trial motion before the trial judge 
before an appeal can be made to the Flor
ida Supreme Court. In most cases, the 
trial judge will deny the motion for the 
obvious reason that most of the argu
ments cited in the motion are based on 
alleged errors made by the judge during 
the course of the trial. If Judge Parks had 
agreed with any of the objections, he would 
have ruled differently during the trial. 
Consequently, the defense attorneys would 
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Sheriff and Mrs. A. W. Turner. 

have been the most surprised people in 
the courtroom if Parks had accepted any 
of Lockhart's sixty-seven items and 
granted a new trial. With this maneuver
ing completed, Judge Parks, in compli
ance with the jury's recommendation for 
mercy, sentenced William A. Hicks to a 
life term at the Raiford State Peniten
tiary. The defense attorneys were given 
ninety days to appeal the verdict to the 
Florida Supreme Court.28 

With the trial over, Hicks pleaded in
solvency, declaring that he was penniless 
and asking the state to bear the burden of 
transcribing the court records and the 
expense of filing an appeal. This request 
was denied. The case had cost the county 
slightly more than $6,000. In spite of the 
rejection of his insolvency request, Hicks' 
defense attorneys continued with their 
appeal. 

While in prison waiting for the results 
of the lengthy appeals process, Hicks suf
fered a severe injury. He fell on a slippery 
floor and fractured his skull. He never 
fully recovered from the injury. He spent 
three weeks in St. Luke's Hospital before 
regaining consciousness, and for several 
weeks had difficulty opening his eyes and 
mouth. Tears formed after he talked a 
short time. His recovery was a very slow 
ordeal.29 

While Hicks was languishing at 
Raiford, a significant election was held in 
Broward County. The June 5, 1928, Demo
cratic primary saw the political downfall 

of two of Hicks' arch foes. Sheriff Paul 
Bryan, in office for six years and still 
facing federal liquor charges, was defeated 
by his old rival, former Sheriff A. W. 
Turner. At the same time, Judge Vincent 
C. Giblin, in office for one year since his 
appointment by Governor Martin, faced 
the voters for the first time and also met 
defeat. 

elections approached, many Broward 
Countians felt that Giblin was due for his 
day of reckoning if a suitable replacement 
could be found. Fort Lauderdale attorney 
George W. Tedder, Sr., who had been 
Hicks' attorney during the court battle to 
establish the justice of the peace court in 
Broward County, took up the challenge 
and filed against Giblin. 

The events surrounding Giblin's elec
toral defeat, in particular, would have sig
nificant ramifications on the Hicks case 
as well as on virtually every other legal 
action in Broward County. The vast ma
jority oflawyers in Broward were greatly 
impressed with Giblin's ability, to the 
point of seeming mesmerized by his legal 
brilliance. Giblin turned out to be a tough, 
no-nonsense judge who took his duties, 
as well as himself, very seriously. This 
approach offended many people, and 
complaints began to surface concerning 
Giblin's high-handed manner. As the 1928 

Born in Madison County, Florida, in 
1880, Tedder had started his professional 
career as a schoolteacher and won his 
first elective office in 1904, when he was 
chosen superintendent of schools for his 
native county. Winning reelection to that 
office in 1908, 1912, and 1916, Tedder, in 
1917, became president of the Florida 
Education Association. In 1920 he was 
elected judge of the Madison County court, 
a position not then requiring membership 
in the bar. He was admitted to the Florida 
bar in 1922 and re-elected Madison County 
judge two years later, but in 1925 re-

~ l l \ ~;..... "8!11 
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THE ~ ANKS AND THE i: .:~ 
Cll CUlT JUDGE 

. A Staten ent by Louis F. Maire, 

· 1tate Attorney : 
• I . 

.Judge Vincent . Giblin and Mr. George'W. Tedc er 
~r<' both warm pers nal friends of mine, and I have t~e
highest regard fort c character and integrity of both ' 

Th(•n· is being irculatcd,.however, by the enem es 
nf .Judge Cibliri, a nlmor that I; am in a position to de . y. 

IL is being sai~l; that Judge Giblin is shielding a~d 
pro tect ing the. for r officials of our defunct b~r(ks . 
from pro~ec uticrn f .r all(•ged V10lat10ns of · the · ~tl te 
h:UJk ing laws, ~'l1d ~hat he refuses to ~l!force the laf'-'il · 
hpcau sc of Ills 1 nc1dsl11p for 1sLich officials. 1 . ·. ' 

The Circuit Ju\!ge is not-the prosecuting .attorr ey .: I 
nr11· an enforcementNffi<:;er. THAT IS MY JOB. .. . · · 

If anyone will !?resent to me evidence that any of : 
our bank officials, <)I' former bank officials, have&:~. 
guilty of a violation bf the criminal law_. s of the sta. te~z~u 
may rest aHsured that such evidence will be snbrni~,~ .' 
J,y nw, as State Attcrncy, to.the Grand Jury for their· · • 
con,;:deration, i~vcs i:;~tion and act~n.. . '· r:~ . = 

filA T'S M1 TH 1) , not Judge Giblin's or any oder 
Circuit Judge's dut0• · 

l f my-friends c, rc to know how I stand on any · b- . , 
lie is~ue, or toward. any candidate, all I have to sa is 
base \;our vote upo an intelligent consideration of he 

1 candidate's qualific tions, then vote as your conscie ·ce <· 1 

dictates, but disi'ew rd and repudiate unfair propag h-
da. rcg-m·dl0 ~' of its~ource. . 

l
i Respectfully, : . 

LOUIS F. MArnE, 
tate ;;tlorney22ndJndicial Cire!rit.. 

-· .. ~ ·~ -~~~~ -~ ' 

Notice from the June 4, I928Fort Lauderdale Daily News during the bitter 
Giblin-Tedder judgeship campaign. 



Noted Miami attorney J. Walter 
Kehoe, defense cross examiner in 
the second Hicks trial. 

signed that position and moved to Fort 
Lauderdale to engage in the private prac
tice oflaw.30 

When Tedder ran for Broward County 
circuit judge in 1928, two Fort Lauder
dale attorneys, Dwight L. Rogers and John 
E. Morris, refused to go along with the 
wishes ofthe vast majority of the Broward 
bar, which strongly supported Giblin, and 
became Tedder's campaign managers. 
Giblin based his campaign on his out
standing legal qualifications, while Ted
der's campaign can best be described as 
an old fashioned American populist ef
fort. Tedder's advertisements in the Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News referred to him as 
"A Man of the People," and stated that he 
would be a "people's judge and not a law
yer's judge." 

While delivering a campaign speech in 
Hollywood, Giblin was confronted by one 
heckler, Mrs. W. A Hicks, who was un
happy because her husband was still lan
guishing in prison as a result of his mur
der conviction. Mrs. Hicks loudly blamed 
Giblin for her husband's troubles. The 
judge replied in a very injudicious man
ner, saying that he did not want the sup
port of the class attached to Hicks. "I do 
not care for the support of people like 
Hicks and his wife," he declared, adding, 
"If there are not enough decent people 
to elect me, I will accept defeat with 
grace." For these remarks, he received an 
ovation. 

To the surprise of many, George W. 
Tedder, Sr., overcame the opposition of 

the vast majority of the Broward County 
Bar Association members and scored are
sounding victory. However, due to a set of 
peculiar circumstances, Tedder did not 
take office for more than a year after the 
June 1928 Democratic primary. In the 
meantime, Judge Vincent C. Giblin re
mained in office long after he had been 
repudiated by a majority ofBroward Demo
crats.31 

February 13, 1929, was a memorable 
day for William A Hicks. It was his forty
fourth birthday, and he received a much 
desired and appreciated birthday pres
ent. The Florida Supreme Court reversed 
his murder conviction, overturning the 
grand jury's indictment as a result of an 
unauthorized person being in the jury 
room. Hicks returned to Broward County 
on the date of his mother's eighty-second 
birthday. In many ways, the second trial 
paralleled the first. Once again, the seat
ing of a trial judge was a major problem. 
Judge Giblin was still lingering in office 
in spite of his rejection by the voters the 
previous year, and, since he had disquali
fied himself from the case, another circuit 
judge had to be found. Governor Doyle E. 
Carlton appointed Judge A J . Rose of 
Miami to hear the case. 

The original indictment being thrown 
out, a new indictment was returned by 
the grand jury on March 13, 1929. In a 
repetition of the indictment handed down 
almost two years previously, Hicks was 
again charged with inflicting dagger or 
knife wounds on Barber as well as shoot
ing him and throwing his body in a canal, 
thereby causing his death. C. E. Farring
ton, still the chief counsel for the defense, 
entered a plea in abatement, charging 
that several of the grand jurors' names 
were drawn illegally from the jury box. 
Then Farrington dropped a "bombshell." 
He charged that one of the grand jurors, 
W. H. Clifton of Dania, was unqualified to 
serve because of his conviction in 1899 on 
charges oflarceny of a domestic animal in 
Volusia County. At the time, Clifton had 
been sentenced to five years imprison
ment and had served almost three years 
before being released. Farrington main
tained that Clifton's civil rights had never 
been restored and that he was never fully 
pardoned; therefore, his grand jury serv
ice was illegal. State Attorney Louis F. 
Maire answered the challenge to Clifton's 
qualifications by arguing that, although 
Clifton had never received a full pardon, 
he had long since fulfilled the conditions 
of his pardon and was thus a legal mem
ber ofthe grand jury. Clifton, Maire pointed 
out, had committed no infractions since 
his release from jail in 1902. Judge Rose 
ruled in favor of the state and set the trial 
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date for Monday, July 15, 1929. Before 
that date arrived, however, Rose resigned 
from the bench, creating yet another de
lay, with a continuance granted until No
vember.32 

By November, George W. Tedder, Sr., 
was finally seated as judge ofthe Twenty
second Judicial Circuit in time for the 
second Hicks trial to begin. The firm of 
Farrington and Lockhart had been dis
solved since the first trial, so while Far
rington remained in place as chief defense 
counsel, J. Walter Kehoe of Miami re
placed Lockhart as the main cross exam
iner for the defense. The Miami firm of 
Price and Price also assisted with the 
cross examination. The defense attorneys 
once again entered a motion challenging 
the entire jury panel, this time charging 
that Hicks could not receive a fair and 
impartial trial because the county com
missioners had placed in the jury box a 
larger proportion of names of persons re
siding in precincts one, two, and six, know
ing that Hicks had offended many of these 
citizens while carrying out his duties as 
deputy sheriff. Once again, the defense 
attorneys implied that bootleggers and 
their customers were very numerous in 
those parts of the county. Judge Tedder 
denied the motion, and the trial pro
ceeded.33 

The prosecution again stressed the 
theme that Hicks showed an extraordi
nary interest in having Barber arrested 
and removed from Broward. To back up 
this premise, they produced a copy of a 
telegram which Hicks allegedly sent on 
July 3, 1925, to then-Dade County Sheriff 
H. R. Chase. In the telegram, Hicks in
formed Chase that Barber had admitted 
stealing carpenter tools in Miami, and 
asked him to look into the case immedi
ately, in view of Barber's imminent re
lease from jail. Hicks said, "I want Barber 
pushed as far as you can. "34 

Chief witnesses Steadman Gray and 
Wesley Corell testified along the same 
lines as they had during the first trial. 
During cross examination, defense attor
ney Will Price of Miami accused Gray and 
Corell of committing the murder and then 
agreeing to turn state's evidence under a 
grant ofimmunity in order to avoid prose
cution for their own misdeeds. Corell, a 
man of immense proportions, was asked 
by the defense his height and weight. He 
replied that he stood six feet one inch tall 
and that he weighed 260 pounds. The 
burly witness was then asked if he was 
afraid of Hicks. The answer was, "Yes." 
When asked, "How can that be, since you 
are larger than Hicks?," Corell calmly 
stated, "I did not want to get shot. "35 

Mrs. Elva Packard testified that in 
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1925, before her tearoom was established, 
she had lived in Gray's house, which was 
owned by Hicks. She reported that Mrs. 
Hicks had told her during a conversation, 
"I have heard that Sted Gray is going to 
spill the beans. We must get hold of him 
and persuade him not to testify. Maybe he 
can get lost." When asked why she waited 
so long before revealing this conversa
tion, Mrs. Packard replied, "Mrs. Hicks is 
a friend of mine, and I didn't want to 
embarrass her." During the cross exami
nation, the defense attacked Mrs. Pack
ard's morals, accusing her of having 
improper relations with Steadman Gray, 
a charge which she emphatically denied.36 

revealed his suspicions of Hicks' guilt to 
Lucian Craig rather than tD Sheriff Bryan, 
because he was afraid that Hicks would 
"get him."38 

In a further effort to discredit the testi
mony of Slim Yawn, the defense called A. 
F. Kerley, the manager of the DeSoto 
Hotel, to the stand. Kerley told of a con
versation that had taken place in his 
presence between Hicks, then chief dep
uty, another deputy named Grimes, then 
acting police chief Bert Croft, and Yawn. 
During the conversation, which took place 
in Barber's room shortly after his disap
pearance, Yawn told the law officers that 
he had seen Barber leave the hotel during 

ing the cross examination, the prosecu
tion immediately attacked Olitrs charac
ter, charging that he had been arrested 
for being involved in the liquor business. 39 

As the trial progressed, the defense's 
"bag of tricks" seemed inexhaustible. The 
most interesting and amazing testimony 
came when A. L. Ray of Waycross, 
Georgia, took the stand. This surprise 
witness stated that he had seen Barber at 
the train depot in Waycross during May 
1927, nearly two years after his dis
appearance. Ray even reported a brief 
conversation with the alleged victim, say
ing that he told Barber that he was going 
to Fort Lauderdale. According to Ray, 
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Slim Yawn, who in 1925 had worked in 
a cafe located near the DeSoto Hotel, re
peated his 1927 testimony that during the 
night in question he saw Barber leave the 
hotel accompanied by three men, one of 
whom was Hicks. He also reiterated that 
he had delayed reporting the incident 
because he was afraid of Hicks. During 
cross examination, the defense attorneys 
attacked Yawn's character, charging that 
he had once worked for the city, but had 
been fired for being part of a city hall 
liquor ringY 

C. W. Barber, brother of the victim, 
also indicated that he was afraid ofHicks. 
He testified that he had recognized the 
body at the first viewing, and had then 

the night in ques
tion, but that he 
did not recognize 
any of the men 
with him. Yawn's 
explanation for 
this inconsistency 
remained that he was afraid of Hicks. 

In their continued effort to dispute the 
assumption that the man found in the 
canal was indeed Robert Reese Barber, 
the defense made a valiant attempt to 
prove that the alleged victim was seen 
alive since thatfateful night. Gordon Oliff 
of Statesboro, Georgia, and J.D. Wilson, 
a local man, each testified seeing Barber 
the day after the alleged abduction. Dur-

Barber's reply was, "That is a sorry town."40 

In an effort to throw murder suspicion 
on someone other than Hicks, the defense 
called Frank Read, Hicks' brother-in-law, 
to the stand. Read told the court that he 
had informed Wesley Corell that Barber 
had uncovered Corell's liquor operation. 
In an effort to establish a firm alibi for 
Hicks, the defense called two more wit
nesses to the stand. Hicks' sister, Mrs. 



Mabel Hicks Dagwell, testified that dur
ing the night in question she was at the 
Hicks residence attending to the needs of 
the ailing Mrs. Hicks and saw her brother 
in the apartment. This same testimony 
was repeated by a family friend, Mrs. 
Donna Beck. 

When the testimony was finally com
pleted and the attorneys had delivered 
their final summations, Judge Tedder 
instructed the jurors, who then retired to 
the jury room to begin deliberations. When 
the jury finally reported that their deci
sion was hopelessly deadlocked, six to six, 
with no chance for an agreement, Tedder 
declared a mistrial. Thus, the stage was 
set for yet another Hicks murder trial. 

This time, the defense and the state 
both signed a request for a change of 
venue, which was granted. The third trial 
began in Miami on Monday, April 14, 
1930, with Judge A V. Long of Palatka 
presiding. The prosecution again based 
its case on the testimony that Steadman 
Gray and Wesley Corell accompanied 
Hicks when the then chief deputy sheriff 
picked up Barber from his hotel room and 
took him for the automobile ride that 
resulted in his murder. The last state 
witness was Barber's former wife, Mrs. R. 
L. Woodruff of Atlanta, who told of Bar
ber's long absences from home and testi
fied that she had not seen him for several 
days before his body was found in the 
canal.<' 

One of the initial witnesses for the de
fense was Hicks' brother-in-law, P. M. 
Schnorr, a Fort Lauderdale undertaker. 
Schnorr testified that the Barber broth
ers had made no attempt to identify the 
body when it was first discovered. In regard 
to the earlier testimony that the brothers 
had identified the corpse on the basis of a 
bent finger, Schnorr asserted that the 
body's hands had been covered. The de
fense then made a motion for a directed 
verdict of acquittal, which Judge Long 
denied. 

The defense attorneys continued to base 
their case on the charge that Hicks was 
framed on a false charge, and a parade of 
witnesses provided evidence to that end. 
L. F . McLendon took the stand, and, after 
identifying himself as a bootlegger, said, 
"I had been willing to put up money for a 
fund to get Hicks, when Hicks conducted 
a campaign to close liquor establishments 
in the county. My offer was made public at 
a meeting of law enforcement officers of 
Broward. Those present included Foster 
McLendon, Sheriff Paul Bryan, Chief 
Deputy Sheriff Robert Kendall, Jot Shiver 
and B. B. Baker, Assistant Chief of Police 
Bert Croft, and attorney J. R. Roach. The 
meeting took place in January 1927 fol-

lowing a federal raid in which those pres
ent had been arrested on charges of 
conspiracy to violate the federal pro
hibition law."42 Subsequently, admitted 
liquor dealer L. H. Shealy testified that 
he had been "shaken down" for fifty dol
lars by Chief Deputy Sheriff Robert Ken
dall to help pay for Hicks' prosecution. 
Shealy also said, "I was told that I would 
be taken for a ride if I testified in defense 
of Hicks in the first trial and presented 
evidence that might incriminate Gray and 
Corell." Then Cecil Culver, a civil engi
neer, testified, "I saw three men leav
ing the DeSoto Hotel on the night of the 
killing. One of the men was Barber. 
Hicks was not one of the trio."43 

The chief cross examiner for the de
fense changed during each of the three 
trials. During the first trial, the duty fell 
to Thomas Lockhart; the second trial had 
J. Walter Kehoe of Miami handling that 
responsibility; while during the third trial 
the cross examination was conducted by 
chief defense counsel C. E. Farrington. 

After the testimony was completed, and 
the prosecution and the defense had each 
given summations to the jury, Judge Long 
instructed the jurors, and the twelve men 
filed out of the courtroom and into the jury 
room to begin deliberations. On Sunday, 
April 20, 1930, the jury returned to the 
courtroom and announced that a verdict 
had been reached. Hicks' third trial re
sulted in an acquittal. The ordeal of 
William A Hicks, which had lasted for 
almost three years, was finally over. Free 
at last, Hicks returned to Fort Lauder
dale and stayed just long enough to collect 
his wife. He moved to Utica, New York, 
where he eventually became chief of po
lice. He lasted only ten years in this new 
environment, dying suddenly of a heart 
attack in 1940, when he was in his fifty
fifth year. William A Hicks was cleared 
by a unanimous vote of the Dade County 
jurors, but he was not cleared by the 
unanimous opinion of Broward County 
citizens. Old timers remain divided con
cerning the question of Hicks' guilt to this 
very day. More than six decades after the 
completion of the case, defense attorney 
G. H. Martin still firmly believes in Hicks' 
innocence, maintaining that the prosecu
tion case was a huge frame-up.<3 Chief 
defense counsel C. E. Farrington believed 
to the end of his life in Hicks' innocence.<• 
On the other hand, Hicks had many crit
ics, people who were convinced of his guilt 
and who continued to believe that he 
literally got away with murder. Contrary 
to defense statements, a number of indi
viduals who had nothing to do with the 
liquor business did not like Hicks, chiefly 
because his aggressive and abrasive 
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character offended many people.<5 

Personal opinions aside, the question 
remains: did Hicks receive a fair trial in 
Broward County? The answer is, "Possi
bly not." Since so many men in Broward 
knew Hicks personally and had personal 
dealings with him, it seems as though a 
change of venue should have been granted. 
However, judges are generally reluctant 
to grant such a motion because they want 
to keep as many cases as possible within 
the jurisdiction where the crime has been 
committed. Another set of questions raised 
by the defense concerns the identity of the 
murdered man. If the body found floating 
in the canal was not that of Robert Reese 
Barber, what happened to Barber? On the 
other hand, if the victim was indeed Bar
ber, what became of missing Fort Lauder
dale store clerk Joe Juliene? Those ques
tions may never be answered. 

The downfall of William A Hicks as a 
result of the murder charge did not end 
the clamor for the creation of a justice of 
the peace court in Broward County. Among 
its other responsibilities, the justice court 
served as a means for non-affiuent citi
zens to have an inexpensive access to the 
court system to settle grievances. This 
consideration became even more compel
ling as the Great Depression settled over 
the county and the rest of the nation. 

In spite of the outcry for the creation of 
a justice of the peace court, the county 
commission remained as adamant as ever, 
stubbornly refusing to consider any ac
tion that would recognize such a court. As 
the sensational Hicks murder trial en
tered its final phase, W. M. Marker ofFort 
Lauderdale, represented by attorney 
Elbert B. Griffis, took up the battle which 
had lain dormant since Hicks had been 
charged with murder, and filed suit in 
circuit court to compel the commissioners 
to create the justice of the peace court in 
Broward. Unlike Hicks' original suit, 
Griffis did not base his case on the dis
puted actions of the first county commis
sion. Instead, he cited Article V, Section 
21 of the Florida Constitution, which 
stated, "The Board of County Commis
sioners in each county shall divide their 
respective counties into as many justice 
districts, not less than two, as they may 
deem necessary and as most practical. 
The limits of said districts shall be coex
tensive with the limits of one or more 
elected districts of respective counties. "46 

Ironically, George W. Tedder, Sr., Hicks' 
attorney in the previous effort to gain rec
ognition for the justice of the peace office, 
had become judge of the Twenty-second 
Judicial Circuit and would hear the case. 
W. M. Pope, still serving as county attor
ney, would represent the commission. In 
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court, Griffis stressed the clear directive 
of the Florida Constitution. Tedder took 
the case under advisement and then an
nounced his decision. He ordered the 
Broward County Commission to divide 
the county into justice of the peace dis
tricts. Pope, on behalfofthe commission, 
announced an appeal to the Florida Su
preme Court, but the high court upheld 
Tedder's ruling on May 17, 1930.•7 Wil
liam A. Hicks, having been acquitted of 
murder the previous month, appeared on 
the scene "to claim his office." Apparently, 
he had a change of plans, since he soon re
turned to Utica, New York. 

The Broward County Commission took 
its defeat with as bad grace as possible, 
and grudgingly obeyed the supreme court 
directive by dividing the county into nine 
justice of the peace districts: one each for 
Deerfield, Pompano, Oakland Park, Dania, 
Davie, Hollywood, and Hallandale, with 
Fort Lauderdale divided into two districts. 
Since the justice of the peace court oper
ated on a fee system, the commissioners 
seemed determined to make certain that 
no one would be able to make any money 
out of that office. Appointments were made 
by the governor to the various justice of 
the peace and constable positions on Sep
tember 20, 1930, those appointed to serve 
until the election in November. The win
ners in November were to serve for two 
yea~~- In 1932, the justice ~d constable 
pos1t10ns were to revert to a partisan 
basis, and at that point the terms would 
be extended to four years. 

When W. A. Hicks had claimed the jus
tice of the peace office in 1927, it was for 
District Three, which covered Floranada 
(Oakland Park), Progresso, and Fort Lau
derdale. That district was coextensive with 
one of the county commission districts, as 
was the apparent intention of the original 
Broward County Commission. In 1930, 
Fort Lauderdale was divided into two dis
tricts-District Four, comprised of Pre
cincts Four, Six, and Seven, and District 
Five, composed of Precincts Five and Eight. 
District Four contained the northeast, 
northwest, and southwest portions of the 
city, while District Five included the 
central and southeast sections. Governor 
Doyle E. Carlton appointed Fort Lauder
dale attorney Hugh Lester justice of the 
peace for District Four and Amos W. 
Desmond constable for that district. 
Governor Carlton also appointed J. M. 
Argo, a merchant, justice of the peace and 
A. G. Shand constable for District Five. 
The justices of the peace were not re
quired to be members of the bar. 

The incumbents were in office less than 
two months when they had to face the 
voters in the November special election. 

STA~~OF FLORIDA 

va. 

~G~e~o~r~g~e~n~ro~~~~~~--------• 
Defendant. 

In the Justice of the Peace Court, 

4th District, 

Broward County, Florida 

Order for Release of Prisoner to Attend Hearing: 

IN THE NAME OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA I TO THE SHERIFF OF SAID COUNTY: 

Whereas, you are holding in your custody the above named defendant, -----

George Brown ---"!."'-''-'-"-"-'='---":...C::.:=.. __ ------• under a warrant charging him with __ _ 

---~A'-"g""'f!"", r,_,~v:J.t'ld Assault and 

Whereas, (a preliminary hearin&(8 (~ under said warrant is to be held this day in 
the above named Justice of the Peace Court. 

You are, therefore, directed forthwith to release said defendant into the custody of __ 

___ _;,C""'has, T:! . '.Ve irick ------------• as constable 

for said county, for the purpose of conveying said defendant to said court for said hearing or 
trial, and to abide the results of same, and to abide the further orders of said court. 

Given under my hand and official seal this, ____ 9~th'-=----------- day of 

March 

- . ::::::--fth:#P ustlce o e eace, 

-~~"-'<ao..--District, 
Broward County, Florida 

Prisoner release order signed by Hugh Lester as 
Fort Lauderdale justice of the peace. 

Hugh Lester, the Fourth District justice 
of the peace, defeated four opponents to 
retain his post, but incumbent constable 
Amos W. Desmond was defeated by Bert 
Croft, the former Fort Lauderdale assis
tant police chief. In District Five, Argo 
retained the position of justice of the peace 
in a close vote, but A. G. Shand was 
defeated for constable by C. M. Weirick, a 
Republican. 

Despite his election victory, Argo soon 
lost interest in the job and resigned. Hugh 
Lester then petitioned the county com
mission to combine the two Fort Lauder
dale districts into one district. The com
missioners agreed to the request and 
placed all of Fort Lauderdale in District 
Four. 

The fact that Broward County, as well 
as the rest of the state and nation, was in 
the grip of the Great Depression seriously 
affected the workings of the justice of the 
peace court. One holder of the office com
mented two decades later, "As everybody 
was judgement proof, people soon got tired 
of suing in my court for money due them."48 

"Judgement proof' was a term that was 
often used in those lean depression years. 
A person achieved that "status" by put
ting his property in someone else's name, 
making him judgement proof because he 

had no property to be attached. Because of 
that situation, the justice of the peace 
court failed to live up to expectations dur
ing that era. The civil case load slowed to 
a trickle. However, the criminal case docket 
remained very active. The Fort Lauder
dale justice of the peace, because of his 
position as coroner, was called many nights 
to the northwest section of town because 
of the many murders that were commit
ted there. 

When the two Fort Lauderdale justice 
of the peace districts were consolidated 
after Argo's resignation, both Croft and 
Weirick remained in office as constables, 
each covering the same territory as be
fore . In 1932, the two constables had to 
run in the combined district. That year, 
Justice of the Peace Lester was unop
posed in the June Democratic primary 
and did not have a Republican opponent 
in the November general election. How
ever, there was plenty of competition in 
the election for constable. In the Demo
cratic primary, Bert Croft repeated his 
triumph over Amos W. Desmond. While 
the general election in November resulted 
in a devastating defeat for the Republi
cans on the national, state and local lev
els, Croft, the Democratic standard bearer 
for Fort Lauderdale constable, was de-



Attorney and former justice of the 
peace Hugh Lester, 1947. 

feated by Republican C. M. Weirick. Gos
sip concerning Croft's personal life proba
bly had more to do with the result than did 
partisan considerations. 

As noted previously, the justice of the 
peace worked on the fee system. For civil 
cases, the fees were to be paid by the 
litigants. For other cases, such as in
quests and criminal cases, the fees were 
supposed to be paid by the county. How
ever, during the 1930s, Hugh Lester had 
almost as much trouble with the county 
commissioners as William A Hicks had 
had with the previous commission. Be
cause of a dispute Lester had with County 
Commissioner B. W. (Cap) Strickland of 
Fort Lauderdale, the commission, for 
several years, refused to honor his bills 
and pay his fees . After Strickland's defeat 
in the June 1934 Democratic primary, the 
fees, both back and current, were paid.<9 

The most high profile coroner's inquest 
of that era took place in July 1935, as a 
result of the only lynching in Broward 
County history. Reuben Stacey, a thirty
seven-year-old Negro accused of the at
tempted rape of a white woman, was being 
escorted by two deputies and three spe
cial deputies from the Broward County 
jail to the Dade County jail, which was 
located in the upper floors of the massive , 
twenty-seven story Dade County Court
house . That Miami courthouse was then 
the tallest building in the state, and the 
jail served as the maximum security prison 
for all south Florida. The car with the 
prisoner and five deputies was intercepted 

by a mob west of Fort Lauderdale, and the 
prisoner was taken out, hung to a tree by 
a wire, and shot several times. The coro
ner's inquest was held in the county court
room in the Broward County Courthouse. 
The coroner's verdict was that Stacey had 
met his death at the hands of persons un
known. All of the testimony claimed that 
all the lynchers wore masks. 50 

Justice of the Peace Lester decided not 
to stand for re-election in 1936. Broward 
pioneer H. V. Calder won the Democratic 
primary and assumed office in January 
1937. Calder was the only non-lawyer to 
hold the position in Fort Lauderdale 
during the 1932-1957 era. Bert Croft, 
attempting a comeback after his humili
ating defeat in the November 1932 gen
eral election, won the Democratic nomi
nation for constable. In November, Croft 
turned the tables on his old Republican 
rival, C. M. Weirick. Croft was aided by 
the fact that 1936 was the year of another 
Democratic landslide-national, state, and 
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local. This time, party ranks held firmly 
enough for Croft to score a narrow vic
tory.51 

H. V. Calder was re-elected justice of 
the peace in 1940 and again in 1944. In 
1948, Calder was defeated in the Demo
cratic primary by Fort Lauderdale attor
ney Ross Mowry. In the 1952 Democratic 
primary, Mowry was defeated by another 
Fort Lauderdale lawyer, Ted Gala tis. 

By this time, however, interest in the 
justice of the peace court had waned. It 
was considered a rural court, and as the 
county became increasingly urbanized, 
was considered irrelevant to the new era. 
The justice of the peace court was abol
ished as a result of a referendum held on 
November 6, 1956. The office, which was 
the center of so much controversy a gen
eration earlier, now passed from the scene 
without a whimper. The office went out of 
existence on January 8, 195 7, thirty years 
after William A Hicks battled for its rec
ognition. 52 

Elet·t 

ROSS. E. MOWRY 
Justice of the Peace 

DISTRICT 4 
Precincts 6 through 21 

QUALIFIED 
An Attorney for a Judicial 

Democratic Primary May 1948 

Fort Lauderdale Daily News advertisements from the 
1948 race for District Four justice of the peace. 
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concerning the sections on the prohibition era in 
Broward, the author believes that they are excel
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5. Fort Lauderdale Daily News, August 10, 1925, ff. 
6. Ibid., September 18, 1925. 
7. Allen Morris, ed., The Florida Handbook, 1953 
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dale attorney Hugh Lester, who knew Hicks per
sonally, if he thought the former chief deputy was 
guilty. The reply: "He certainly was capable of it." 
About the same time, the author asked his father, 
who also knew Sheriff Paul Bryan personally, if 
he thought Bryan was responsible for the scan
dals that took place during his administration. 
The reply: "He asked for it. He hired a bunch of 
thugs as deputies." 

46. The Florida Constitution of 1885. 
47. Fort Lauderdale Daily News , May 17, 1930. 
48. Told to the author by his father, Fort Lauderdale 

attorney Hugh Lester. 
49. Ibid . 
50. For a full account of the lynching, see Donald G. 

Lester, "The Darsey Case: Little Scottsboro 
Revisited ," Broward Legacy, vol. 11, nos. 1-2 
(Winter-Spring 1988), 9-10. Also see Lester, 

"Broward Politics," 16-17. 
51. Croft was defeated in the 1940 Democratic pri

mary by J. B. "Burt" Marshall, a brother of Wil
liam H. Marshall who had been Fort Lauderdale's 
first mayor and the first Broward County repre
sentative in the Florida Legislature. 

52. It is interesting to note that the justice ofthe peace 
court was considered too "rural" for urbanized 
Broward County in 1956, yet this court survived 
another sixteen years in Dade County before it 
was finally abolished in 1973. The author wishes 
to advance another reason for the demise of the 
justice court in Broward. While the decade of the 
1930s marked a leftward drift in Florida politics, 
the decades of the 1940s and 1950s saw a distinct 
rightward drift. For the political climate in Flor
ida during the 1930s, see Lester, "Broward Poli
tics," 16-22. The justice of the peace court, aptly 
described by H. V. Calder as "a poorman's court," 
did not interest the establishment in the affiuent 
post-war years. As the Great Depression faded 
into a dim memory, official concern for the plight 
of the working poor diminished. The concerns of 
the businessmen, the developers, and other 
wealthy groups took center stage, and in this new 
political climate there was no place for the justice 
of the peace court. 
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9\,1\ 
BROWARD COUNTY 

AGRICULTURE, 1915-1940 
by JOE KNETSCH and LAURA ETHRIDGE 

Broward County, in the not too distant 
past, was still the frontier in Florida and 
the nation. Even after the closing of the 
frontier and the famous 1920 census 
showing that the nation's population was 
more urban than rural , Broward retained 
its rural and frontier character. Fields 
were filled with bell peppers, beans, and 
tomatoes, and there were packing houses 

along the railroad tracks in almost every 
city. Broward's importance to the state 
and the nation, until after the Second 
World War, remained as one of the lead
ing production areas in the world for truck 
vegetables. 

Broward County was the beneficiary of 
Florida's frontier experience. Many of its 
early settlers had farmed on the frontier 

Although agriculture continues to flourish in much of south Flor
ida, rapid urban and residential development following World War II 
have reduced farming to a minor factor in Broward County's economy. 
But for most of its past, both before and after its incorporation as a 
separate political unit, Broward was renowned for its agricultural 
output. 

Constructing his railroad through the region in the mid-1890s, 
Henry Flagler envisioned the future county as the breadbasket of the 
lower east coast, in contrast to the metropolitan and resort roles he 
foresaw for Miami and Palm Beach, respectively. The Everglades 
drainage project of the early twentieth century had as its goal the open
ing of reclaimed mucklands as a vast agricultural empire. As late as the 
1940s and early '50s, Dania's tomatoes and Pompano's beans were those 
communities' chief claims to fame. 

This article provides both a descriptive outline and a statistical 
analysis of Broward County agriculture during its peak years, and 
addresses the impact of the Florida land boom and the Great Depres
sion on the region's farms. Joe Knetsch, a former Broward County 
Historical Commissioner, is Research Historian for the Florida Depart
ment of Natural Resources; Laura Ethridge, who assembled the graphs, 
is also employed by the Department of Natural Resources as Adminis
trative Assistant at the Bureau of Aquatic Plants .. 

in other parts of the state. The freezes of 
the 1890s brought many of these experi
enced hands to the area, and with them 
came their collective wisdom gained from 
earlier activities. The sandy loam soils of 
Broward proved no great challenge to 
many of the farmers who migrated to the 
area. Other, recruited by the railroad and 
land companies to settle the lands of 
Modelo (Dania), Hallandale, and other 
ventures, often were experienced farm
ers. Thus, Broward's agriculture, from 
the beginning, was more advanced than 
that of other frontier areas because of the 
experience level of the new inhabitants. 

Agriculturalists who came to south
east Florida in the early years of settle
ment also benefited from the growth of 
scientific knowledge during the late nine
teenth century. The expansion of experi
mental farms, extension services associ
ated with universities or the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and the in
crease in "county agents" added to the 
wealth of experience and knowledge al
ready at hand. Experimental farms, the 
most famous of which was that of Henry 
Sanford in today's Seminole County, 
showed many what could and could not be 
grown in Florida's diverse and difficult 
soils. 1 

Experimental farms in the Lake Worth 
area ofPalm Beach County demonstrated 
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Vegetable shipping docks at the F.E.C. Railway crossing over New River, c. 1910. 

to investors what could be grown with 
ease and what was risky in south Florida.2 

In addition to these hands-on examples, 
numerous publications dedicated to agri
culture were also available to Broward's 
frontier farmers . The scientific advances 
of the previous century added greatly to 
the success with which many Broward 
farmers handled the new climate and 
soils. 

Little wonder that, at the beginning of 
our period of study, two observers could 
make the following statements about the 
area: 

Fort Lauderdale is one of the 
most important shipping points for 
truck on the east coast of Florida. 
From 300 to 1,000 crates of vege
tables are shipped daily by express 
during the height of the trucking 
season, in addition to which 400 to 
700 carloads are annually shipped 
by freight. The shipments from 
Dania are almost equal to those 
from Fort Lauderdale. 

Such was the pre-tourist economy of 
Broward County, according to Mark Bald
win and H.W. Hawker in their "Soil Sur
vey of the Fort Lauderdale Area, Florida," 
conducted in 1915. Most of the produce 
from the truck farms of newly-formed 
Broward County was destined for the New 

York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Bos
ton markets of the Northeast and the Chi
cago, Kansas City, and St. Louis markets 
of the Midwest. Most of the Broward crops 
were sold f.o.b. on the docks and railway 
stations in the county; relatively few were 
sold to commission men in the various 
northern markets.3This meant ready cash 
sales for the local growers and a more 
rapid turnover for local merchants who 
depended upon the farmers for their live
lihood. Broward, in 1915, was an agricul
tural county and would continue to be 
until relatively recent time. 

Even prior to the creation of Broward 
County in 1915, many large producers, 
investors, and packers had taken an in
terest in the agricultural possibilities of 
the area. The Bryan family, for example, 
though not extraordinarily wealthy by 
the standards of the day, had acquired 
early experience in vegetable farming in 
other parts of the state and had trans
ferred their hopes and dreams to south
east Florida. J .T. Wofford, of Hallandale, 
had earlier held substantial property in 
the Lake County area. The Chase family, 
whose packing houses dotted the Florida 
landscape, owned three packing houses 
in Broward County. Their establishments, 
two of which, by agreement, sat on the 
lands of the Florida East Coast Railway 
(FEC), were located in Deerfield, Pom
pano, and Dania.• 

Fort Lauderdale pioneer Reed A. 
Bryan, Sr., at his orange grove near 
today's Riverland Road and U.S. 
Highway 441, c. 1928. 



Though he passed away prior to the 
heavy agricultural development of the 
region, former Confederate general and 
active railroad builder John B. Gordon 
also filed for land in the area that would 
become Broward County.5 Thus, Brow
ard's attractiveness for agricultural in
vestment was known to many who were in 
the forefront of truck farming in the early 
twentieth century. 

Although many current residents may 
wonder why the emphasis of this study is 
on truck farming and not citrus growing, 
it is important to understand that most of 
the early communities of Broward County 
were founded near the coast and supplied 
living quarters and food for the newly 
constructed Florida East Coast Railway. 
Local farmers used this artery of com
merce to ship their vegetables and fruits 
to market, or, as noted above, sold them 
on the loading dock. Even the inland com
munity ofDavie, noted for its agricultural 
experiments and citrus groves, began by 
growing truck crops, as early families like 
the Hills, Crosses, and Salvinos " ... found 
the soil rich, moist and good for raising 
vegetables. "6· 

When Broward became a separate 
county, it produced only 9,605 crates of 
grapefruit in a total state production of 
2,498,595 crates. Only about one percent 
of the oranges produced in Florida origi
nated within the county's border. 7 Orange 
culture may have been the premier draw
ing card for bringing people to Florida, 
but, in the case of Broward, it was the 
remarkable ability of the soil to produce 
vegetables that allowed people to stay 
and prosper. 

Descriptions of Broward County agri-

culture throughout the 1915 to 1940 pe
riod varied little. In 1922, for example, 
P.H. Thompson wrote: 

The last three years Broward 
County has been the largest ship
ping point of vegetables on the East 
Coast. Tomatoes, peppers, beans, 
eggplant, cabbage, potatoes, onions, 
together with celery, fruits, such as 
avocadoes, mangoes, guavas, straw
berries and other varieties, which 
give a fresh fruit for every month in 
the year . . . The sturdy pioneer type 
at last pitched camp in the wilder
ness of the unfathomable Everglades 
to endure the hardships of laying 
hold on these wonderful muck lands 
so richly endowed by nature. 

Davie, according to Thompson, was 
considered the "Demonstration Grounds 
of the Lower Everglades." The packing 
houses "in each town" ran to capacity 
during the winter months. Thompson 
almost glowed when writing about the 
"first budded citrus grove in the Ever
glades," and prophesied that the next 
generation would plant hundreds of trees 
where one was planted before.8 

Writing in the February 1937 Florida 
Public Works magazine, August Burghard, 
then secretary to the Fort Lauderdale 
Chamber of Commerce, stated: "Broward 
County has seven incorporated communi
ties, all located along the east coast, and 
one smaller agricultural community, 
Davie, which is located in the Everglades, 
fourteen miles west from the coast." 

He described Deerfield as "largely agri
cultural," with the emphasis on its bean, 

Unidentified Broward County packing house in the 
early years of the twentieth century. 
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eggplant, and cucumber crops. Pompano, 
he noted proudly, was known as the win
ter "Bean Capital of the United States." 
Oakland Park, too, was cited for its bean 
production, while Dania, "with its large, 
frost free east marsh section and other 
marsh lands," was the center of the to
mato production celebrated each year by 
the annual "Tomato Day." Hallandale, ac
cording to Burghard, was Broward's other 
agricultural city, both Hollywood-by-the
Sea and Fort Lauderdale having pro
gressed to a more tourist-based economy.9 

Kim's Guide to Florida (1938 edition) 
told potential tourists and residents that 
"Thousands of acres in the vicinity are 
planted in beans, so that Pompano has 
the distinction of being the largest indi
vidual F.O.B. market for winter green 
beans in the world." Davie, Kim's noted, 
was also a rich vegetable growing area, 
and also featured both the "beautiful400-
acre W acico Grove" and Flamingo Groves, 
which was famed for its Lue Gim Gong 
oranges. Dania's Tomato Festival was 
included as a "must see" for Kim's read
ers.10 

Thus, the emphasis in the promotional 
literature of the pre-World War II era was 
on Broward's agricultural prospects and 
growth. Tourism, though growing in 
importance, remained limited to Fort Lau
derdale, Hollywood, and the beach areas 
of Dania and the other smaller towns. 

Northern Broward County's agricul
tural beginnings can be traced back to the 
arrival of the first settlers in the early 
1890s, but the real growth came with the 
railroad. This avenue of commerce brought 
Emil Ehmann, Isaac Hardy, James Heyns, 
L.R. Smoak (often credited with planting 
the first sack of beans), and Albert N. 
Sample, who owned lands stretching from 
present-day Lighthouse Point far into the 
country and constructed Sample Road 
with his own funds to provide access to his 
croplands. 

Even further west, into modern Coral 
Springs, H.L. "Bud" Lyons and Franklin 
Fisher, among others, pioneered in bean 
farming in the early 1920s, by draining 
the rich sandy loam soil, hiring many 
"Nassau blacks" to help clear the land, 
and cultivating a vast acreage. Eventu
ally, they created a farm totalling nearly 
18,000 acres and helped the Pompano 
market remain the world's largest bean 
exporting spot. 11 This activity in Pom
pano was mirrored in Deerfield and 
Oakland Park, and continued through 
the Great Depression and during and after 
World War II. 

Southern Broward County saw the 
growth of Dania and Hallandale as the 
leading agricultural communities. The 
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Program from Dania's 'Tomato Day" festival, 
a tradition which lasted from 1927 to 1956. 

full." 13 In both northern and southern 
Broward County, peppers, tomatoes, and 
beans were consistently grown in large 
amounts for shipment to northern mar
kets. 

Broward's remarkable agricultural 
growth can be seen in some of the statis
tics available for the years under study, 
as well as in descriptive accounts. How
ever, before exploring these figures, it 
should be stated that there are gaps in the 
census numbers as well as some inconsis
tencies that need to be researched more 
thoroughly. Also, the figures, taken mostly 
from the United States Census data for 
1920, 1930,and 1940, arenotaspreciseas 
they may seem. 

As the controversy surrounding the 
1990 census has proven to Floridians, the 
methods for acquiring information are 
often inexact. More importantly, the dol
larvalues given for crops sold at any given 
time are not consistent. Variations in dollar 
values are especially evident for the 
Depression decade. With these warnings 
in mind, we can proceed to follow the 
growth of agricultural production in Brow
ard County from 1915 to 1940. 

When Broward became a county in 
1915, its total acreage under production 
was recorded at 5,902. Ofthis total, 4,784 
acres were dedicated to the three main 
truck vegetables: peppers, beans, and 
tomatoes. 14 In this founding year, the 
tomatoes alone accounted for approxi
mately twenty-two percent of Florida's 
production of this crop. 

That same year, the bean crop in Brow
ard equaled about fourteen percent of the 
total state production. Peppers grown in 
Broward accounted for only about seven 
percent ofthe state total, but this percent-

growth of Dania has been well chronicled 
by Marlyn Kemper and Dr. Cooper Kirk 
in earlier volumes of Broward Legacy, 
and need not be repeated here except to 
note that the first "Tomato Day" celebra
tion took place on May 17, 1927, after 
Dania had already been recognized as one 
of the world's leading tomato producing 
areas. 12 Hallandale, too, experienced its 
first spurt of growth as a result of tomato 
farming. Farmers in the area had first ex
perimented with pineapples, but soon 
found that truck crops, especially toma
toes, could be grown more profitably and 
quickly. As Hallandale's historian, Dr. 
Bill McGoun, noted in his book Hallan
dale, "For four decades shipments of winter 
tomatoes were dominant in the Hallan
dale economy. At the height of the busi
ness, 13 packing houses lined the east 
side of the railroad from N.E. Third Street 
south to Beach Boulevard and a 14th sat 
on the west side of Dixie Highway. The 
FEC would drop off a box car in front of 
each at night and pick it up the next day, The old Pompano farmers' market along the F.E.C. Railway in the 1930s. 
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age was to rise dramatically in the next 
three decades. Thus, even in the very 
beginning of its existence as a political 
entity, Broward County was an impor
tant contributor to Florida's agricultural 
standing and well-being. 

During the period from 1915 to 1940, 
the value of the state's production of these 
three crops rose rapidly. Bean value to
taled about $666,169 in 1915, and nearly 
doubled by 1920. By the end of 1940, the 
state bean crop was worth $5,453,434. 
Beans, however, were the only crop that 
increased in value to this great extent. 
Tomatoes, for which Dania and Hallan
dale were both famous, were worth 
$4,048,653 in 1915, but only rose to 
$5,082,117 by 1940. Peppers began the 
period worth about $655,974, and ended 
the period at approximately $1,313 ,421, 
which represented a small drop under the 
peak 1930 value of$1,491,805. The three 
major crops grown in Broward County, 
therefore, were important to the state's 
total agricultural output, and the income 
generated by their sales helped maintain 
the standard ofliving for the area. 

Two of the major indicators for the 
well-being of Broward farmers in the 
period 1915-1940 were the value and 
average size of their farms. In these sta
tistics, however, a major question arises . 
In 1920, the first year for which this data 

1 

is available, the average farm value for 
Broward County was placed at $7,852 . As 
the Great Depression hit the county, this 
value nearly halved itself to $3,521 per 
farm, rebounding to $5,687 per farm by 
1940. The average size per farm also fol
lowed this trend, beginning at 72.9 acres 
in 1920, dropping to 25.7 acres in 1930, 
and jumping to eighty-two acres in 1940. 

These figures represent the effects of a 
number of problems faced by Broward 
farmers in the early twentieth century, 
problems which still confront all farmers 
today. First, the choice of Broward farm
ers to expand their production areas in 
the 1920s was a response to the boom 
economy experienced by the nation as a 
whole. This expansion resulted in an over
extension ofboth productive capacity and 
actual production as the nation headed 
into an economic downturn. 

The result was heavy losses by a num
ber of Broward County farmers, losses 
which forced some out of business. Sec
ondly, the type of crops grown in Broward 
County for shipment to northern markets 
could be grown almost anywhere in the 
country. This allowed a large substitution 
factor to accelerate Broward's downturn, 
while Florida, as a whole, could rely upon 
the continued demands for citrus, which 
could not be grown in most other regions. 
In economic terms, Broward farmers made 
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the wrong choices in the late 1920s, and 
did not grow crops which could maximize 
their economic well-being. 

By the 1940 census, Broward County's 
agriculture was well on the way to recov
ery. In that year, the state's total value for 
its agricultural output was $20,107,235, 
of which Broward County accounted for 
$2,267,382, or slightly over ten percent. 
Broward's average farm value, as noted 
above, climbed back to a respectable 
$5,687, and the average farm size in
creased to eighty-two acres. 

These figures, by way of explanation, 
may indicate a concentration of farm 
holdings caused by the economic hard 
times experienced in the late 1920s and 
early 1930s. Of Broward's three major 
crops, the county's beans and peppers ac
counted for about twenty-two percent each 
of the state's production, while its toma
toes equaled about twelve percent of the 
state total. Prosperity, it appeared, was 
well on its way for Broward farmers by 
the time the county entered the Second 
World War. 

The efforts of Broward County's agri
cultural pioneers, people such as Bud 
Lyons, Frank Stirling, the Bryan family, 
the Moffitts, and many, many more, bore 
fruit during the period between 1915 and 
1940. Through the efforts of these pio
neers, crop lands were cleared, pastures 



created, roads built, and an economy es
tablished that could sustain large num
bers of people both within and outside the 
county proper. 

Despite periods of hardship, especially 

during the Great Depression, Broward's 
farmers showed the potential and profita
bility of an area once thought to be swamp 
and sand. By doing so, they opened the 
way for other types of development and 
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made possible the way oflife experienced 
in Broward today. We owe our agricul
tural forebears much more than a passing 
reference in the history ofBroward County. 
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• In The Begin n1ng: 

cr'lie Origins of 

0 aJkliancdl Par Jk 

Located in the geographic center of 
eastern Broward County, bustling 
Oakland Park claimed 27,000 residents 
by the early 1990s. A residential commu
nity with busy retail centers, a large ar
ray of warehouses, and small manufac
turing plants, the city lies nearly three
quarters of a mile west of the Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway and approximately 
one-and-one-quarter mile west of the At
lantic Ocean. Physically, today's Oakland 
Park is virtually indistinguishable from 
countless other residential communities 
that comprise Broward County. Vacant 
land is sparse, and memories of its recent 
rural past have receded. 1 

Less than a century ago, the area host
ing today's Oakland Park was a dense wil
derness dotted with pine trees and pal
metto scrub. The city rests upon a coastal 
ridge, an oolite limestone bluff that un
dergirds the eastern sector of Dade and 
Broward counties and represents the only 
high ground between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Everglades. Two feet below the 
surface of the land lies solid rock. East of 
the ridge, the warm waters of the Atlantic 
have proved a seductive lure to genera
tions of residents and visitors. Several 
miles west of the ocean, the ridge origi
nally gave way to the Everglades, a slow 
moving, freshwater swamp thirty miles 
wide and 100 miles long that stretched 
across the lower Florida peninsula.2 

by PAULS. GEORGE 

Historically, Oakland Park has been 
defined, both spatially and commercially, 
by two artificial features. In the mid-
1890s, the rolling stock of Henry M. 
Flagler's Florida East Coast Railway 
(FEC) punctured the wilds of south Flor
ida, bringing dramatic changes to the 
area. Working southward from West Palm 
Beach in 1896, the FEC's right-of-way 
proceeded on a slight southwesterly di
agonal through the future Oakland Park 
en route to the Miami River. Nearly twenty 
years later, road-builders completed the 
Dixie Highway, the first roadway con
necting south Florida with the northern 
United States. Following the route of a 
1906 Dade County rock road through pres
ent-day Broward County, the Dixie High
way runs parallel to the FEC tracks. Both 
transportation routes served as the focal 
points for a tiny farming community that 
arose slowly around them. Both, but espe
cially the railroad, served as commercial 
spurs to farmers and other mercantile 
interests in Oakland Park. 

In 1890, the first concerted effort to 
farm commercially in the vicinity of the 
future Oakland Park appeared with the 
activities of the Florida Fiber Company, 
which purchased 1,310 acres on the Middle 
River for the cultivation of sisal hemp, a 
fibrous plant used in the manufacture of 
rope and other textiles. The fiber com
pany was headed by a group of Jackson-

Much of Broward County's writ
ten history focuses on county-wide 
events and on the region's larger 
cities. However, many of Broward 's 
smaller municipalities have 
unique and fascinating pasts, as 
well. 

Here, Dr. Paul S. George, man
ager of the Historic Broward 
County Preservation Board, out
lines the earliest years of one such 
community - today's Oakland 
Park. 

From its first settlement as farm
land in the early 1900s, the area 
took shape as part of the loosely
designated "Colohatchee" district 
described in Dr. Cooper Kirk's ar
ticle, ''The Vanished Communities 
of Broward County," in the Sum
mer-Fall1991 Broward Legacy. By 
the mid-1920s the region had ac
quired its present name and fur
ther developed into a thriving rural 
community. 

This article is excerpted from 
''Twentieth Century Journey: A 
History of the City of Oakland 
Park," a manuscript prepared by 
Dr. George as Broward County 
Comprehensive Survey, Phase XI, 
for the Historic Preservation 
Board. 



BROWARD BLVD 

POMPANO 
BEACH 

I 
( 

c 
Map showing the present boundaries of the City of Oakland Park. 

ville businessmen led by Duncan Upshaw 
Fletcher, who would later serve many 
years as United States senator from Flor
ida. This agricultural experiment failed 
as a result of inadequate transportation 
facilities, lack of sufficient labor, and plant 
disease, and the company discontinued 
operations in 1895.3 

Despite the failure of the Florida Fiber 
Company, the 1890switnessedaquicken
ing pace of development in the Oakland 
Park area and in southeast Florida as a 
whole. In 1891, a United States Post Of
fice opened at the Fort Lauderdale House 
of Refuge, a federally-operated beach 
facility designed to assist mariners in
volved in accidents. In 1892, the county
authorized Lantana Road, stretching from 
Lantana on the southern edge of Lake 
Worth in present-day Palm Beach County 
to Lemon City near Miami, opened for 
traffic. Soon after, the Bay Biscayne Stage 
Line began operating over the new path
way, which extended through part of 
today's Oakland Park.• 

Later in the decade, the activities of 
Henry M. Flagler and his Florida East 
Coast Railway would radically transform 
all of southeast Florida. A multi-million
aire as a result of his partnership with 
John D. Rockefeller in Standard Oil, 
Flagler had retired to St. Augustine in the 

1880s, but soon grew restless. By the 
middle of the decade, he had abandoned 
his retirement and plunged into develop
ing a rail and hotel empire along Florida's 
undeveloped east coast. By 1894, Flagler's 
jerry-rigged railroad, later called the Flor
ida East Coast Railway, stretched from 
his headquarters in St. Augustine to West 
Palm Beach. Julia Tuttle and William 
and Mary Brickell, Miami's leading citi
zens, offered Flagler large amounts of 
land if he would extend his railroad to the 
Miami River; Flagler spurned these offers 
until the winter of 1894-1895 brought a 
great freeze and widespread destruction 
ofthe state's agricultural crops, except for 
those in extreme south Florida. 

This development caused the railroad 
baron to reconsider, because it became 
apparent to him that the region's mild 
weather made it conducive to year-round 
agriculture and a consequent carrying 
business for his railroad, as well as a 
flourishing tourist trade. 

A widow who lived on the north bank of 
the Miami River, the persistent Mrs. Tuttle 
had offered Flagler one-half of her 620 
acre tract of prime land, while the Brick
ell family, which operated an Indian trad
ing post on the south bank of the stream, 
also offered a portion of their vast hold
ings in Miami and in Fort Lauderdale, at 
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that time a tiny settlement hosting an 
Indian trading post and the county road's 
ferry crossing over the New River. Flagler 
met with Mrs. Tuttle in the spring of 
1895, and agreed to extend his railroad to 
Miami in exchange for the proferred land, 
as well as additional right-of-way acreage 
from the State ofFlorida.5 

Soon, large work gangs were clearing 
vast wilderness areas and laying rails 
through Dade County. The first train 
steamed into Fort Lauderdale on Febru
ary 22, 1896; two months later, the first 
through train crossed the New River on 
its way to Miami. As part ofhis agreement 
with Julia Tuttle, Flagler consented to 
create a city on the Miami River and build 
a large tourist hotel near its mouth. Flagler 
was less committed to developing Fort 
Lauderdale, which he viewed as a settle
ment primarily suited for agriculture.6 

The entry of the railroad into today's 
Broward County made the area, for the 
first time, readily accessible to other parts 
of the state. This enhanced accessibility 
brought growing numbers of settlers and 
visitors to the area. It also led to an agri
cultural boom, as farming communities 
sprouted along the railroad's right-of-way, 
from Deerfield in the north to Hallandale 
near the southern border oftoday's Brow
ard County. Each was linked to outside 
markets by the railroad. With the con
tinuing influx of settlers, Dade County's 
population rose to 4,955 by 1900, and to 
nearly 34,000 ten years later. Fort Lau
derdale, whose population was negligible 
in the early 1890s, claimed fifty-two resi-

Henry M. Flagler 
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Plowing on the Whidby property in 
present-day Oakland Park, c. 1910 
(photo courtesy of Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Society). 

Mrs. and Mrs. Monroe T. Whidby 
(left) and friends, 1906. Whidby 
followed his brother Tom to 
present-day Oakland Park in the 
first decade of the new century 
(photo courtesy of Fort Lauderdale 
Historical Society). 

Interior of the Whidby packing 
house near today's Dixie Highway 
and Floranada Road, Oakland 
Park, c. 1910 (photo courtesy of 
Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society). 



dents in 1900, and 143 ten years later. 
With their populations also growing 
quickly, Dania and Pompano incorporated 
as towns in 1904 and 1908, respectively.7 

The area encompassing Oakland Park 
also felt the impact of the railroad's entry 
in the region, and its recorded history 
began soon after that event. Thomas 
"Uncle Tom" Whidby, the first settler for 
whom there is recorded information, ar
rived in Fort Lauderdale from Georgia in 
1899 at age thirty-four with hopes of re
storing his failing health in the area's 
mild climate. He purchased a parcel of 
pine and palmetto wilderness near the 
county road between the small settle
ments of Fort Lauderdale and Pompano 
and built a house on a portion of the 
property. The Whidby tract was located in 
the northeastern portion of today's 
Oakland Park. The Whidbys' first winter 
in south Florida was uncharacteristically 
cold, causing the discouraged settlers to 
return to Georgia. Whidby and his wife 
returned to south Florida in 1901, and 
built another house on their property. 
Whidby established his farm near today's 
Northeast Thirty-Eighth Street and the 
Florida East Coast Railway tracks, re
maining at that location until his death in 
1952 at age eighty-six.8 

The Whidbys counted few neighbors in 
their early years in the future Oakland 
Park. Tom Whidby remembered Joe G. 
Farrow, a part-time resident, as well as a 
"colored bachelor," whose surname was 
Poole (Whidby failed to mention his first 
name). Farrow had come from Georgia to 
Fort Lauderdale in the 1890s, driving a 
wagon for the Bay Biscayne Stage Line, 
and living for a time with Frank 
Stranahan, who operated the ferry cross
ing and overnight camp at New River. 

There was also a Seminole Indian camp 
to the northwest of Whidby's property. 
Nearby was a body of slow-moving water, 
today's Cypress Creek; the Indians called 
it Saukee Hatchee. They crafted dugout 
canoes from the plentiful cypress trees in 
the region. These vessels were especially 
suited for navigating the waters of south
east Florida. 

Whidby characterized his Indian neigh
bors as "good people," whom he "trusted ... 
with anything, and they never disap
pointed me." The Seminoles hunted rab
bit, deer, quail, turkey, doves, alligators, 
bear, wildcats, and panthers in the vicin
ity of Whidby's homestead. There were 
five Indian mounds in the area, which 
were reportedly not burial sites, but 
markers for areas containing concealed 
Indian valuables.9 

Farming was the primary livelihood 
for the few settlers living along the coastal 

ridge in that era. These settlers culti
vated a wide variety of crops. The region's 
soil varied from muck in the low-lying 
marsh area just west of the beach ridge to 
sandy ground in the vicinity of the rail
road tracks, which represented the heart 
of early Oakland Park. Although the soil 
and topography were not ideal for a vigor
ous agriculture, the crop yield, nonethe
less, was bountiful, especially for farmers 
who planted in the rich river valleys. 
Moreover, tomatoes, beans, and other 
popular crops did not require extremely 
rich soil for cultivation. Elizabeth War
ren, who came with her family to nearby 
Pompano in 1899, recalled that her father 
grew tomatoes, bell peppers, and egg
plant commercially, while the family 
raised "all kinds of vegetables" in their 
private garden. Other common crops were 
pineapples, stringbeans, sweet corn, pal
metto cabbage, and seagrapes. Some cit
rus groves were also present in the area. 
Farther south, in the bustling farming 
community of Dania, tomatoes, citrus, 
potatoes, peppers, squash, eggplants, 
beans, peas, cauliflower, and cabbage grew 
in abundance. Nearby Hallandale offered 
more than twenty varieties of vegetables. 10 

As critical to the development of the 
Broward County area as the entry of the 
railroad was Everglades reclamation, a 
state-sponsored program for draining the 
wetlands that began in 1906. Advocates of 
converting the wetlands into rich farming 
communities had actively espoused the 
idea since the mid-nineteenth century. As 
early as 1850, the Congress of the United 
States had enacted a law awarding to the 
states their wetland areas for the purpose 
of drainage. Florida received ten million 
acres of swamp land under the terms of 
this act. Shortly thereafter, the state gov
ernment created the administrative ma
chinery to bring reclamation closer to re
ality.11 

In 1904, Florida Governor William S. 
Jennings, a champion of drainage, an
nounced that "his first and chief duty in 
handling (these lands) was to have them 
drained and reclaimed." Jennings out
lined a plan to lower the water level 
through the creation of canals from Lake 
Okeechobee to both coasts of Florida. 12 

The movement for Everglades recla
mation reached fruition during the memo
rable tenure of Jennings' successor, Na
poleon Bonaparte Broward, Florida's gov
ernor from 1905 to1909. Broward ran for 
governor on an ambitious platform that 
championed drainage, predicting that a 
system of public drainage ditches would 
successfully and safely drain the Ever
glades. Once in office, he received strong 
assistance for his drainage program from 
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the state legislature. 13 

Everglades reclamation began under 
state auspices in the summer of 1906, as 
the Everglades, a large dipper dredge, 
cut a ditch in a westerly direction from the 
north fork segment of the New River's 
south fork, and, in the process, created 
the North New River Canal. A second 
dredge began cutting the South New River 
Canal ten months later. Drainage fol
lowed dredging as nearby swamp water 
flowed in the new canals. Workers re
moved and burned the sawgrass that 
formerly grew above the watery surface of 
the Everglades, thereby exposing its rich 
soil. Tomatoes, sugar cane, and other crops 
grew quickly in the reclaimed lands. 14 

Everglades reclamation dramatically 
changed the destiny of southeast Florida 
by significantly increasing the amount of 
habitable land in the region. Until then, 
only the coastal ridge and scattered areas 
ofhigh ground west of it were suitable for 
settlement. With drainage, settlement 
began its inexorable push westward, a 
movement that continues today. Drain
age contracts brought additional persons 
and national attention to southeast Flor
ida. The future of Fort Lauderdale, des
tined to become Broward County's flag
ship city, was ensured as produce from 
newly reclaimed land moved by way of the 
North New River Canal and the New 
River to the Florida East Coast Railway 
for shipment to outside markets. Partly 
as a result of this new wave of activity, 
Palm Beach County was created from the 
northern portion of Dade County in 1909, 
with the dividing line passing through 
the northern environs of present-day 
Oakland Park. Drainage also brought a 
wave ofland speculation. After 3,000 new 
owners of supposedly reclaimed Ever
glades land poured into Fort Lauderdale 
for a land "lottery" in March 1911, startled 
residents decided to incorporate as a town. 
Four years later, Broward County incor
porated, but only after rancorous politick
ing at the local and state levels of govern
ment. The state named the new entity for 
Governor Napoleon B. Broward, the per
son most responsible for its early develop
ment.15 

With the creation ofBroward County, 
the area that would later become Oakland 
Park grew slowly amid a region of small 
farms called Colohatchee. A small, unin
corporated town named Colohatchee was 
platted between the forks ofMiddle River 
in today's Wilton Manors in 1910, but the 
name was also applied to a much larger 
region which stretched north from today's 
Northeast Sixteenth Street to Commer
cial Boulevard, and west from the FEC 
Railway tracks to Powerline Road. Few 
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Maps of Palm Beach and Dade counties from the 1909-1915 period, 
showing the dividing line through what is today Oakland Park. 

people lived in this large area. Darleen 
Mitchell, a lifetime resident of Oakland 
Park, averred that when her grandpar
ents arrived in 1914, there was "nothing 
there ." Many years later, she still "wasn't 

allowed to walk home at night along Dixie 
Highway, not because of any crime, but 
because there were wildcats living near 
the North Fork of the Middle River ." 16 

Even with its tiny population, the area 

comprising the future Oakland Park 
hosted a school as early as 1914. Mattie 
Raulerson Baker, who hailed from Volu
sia County and held a college degree, 
opened the Prospect School amid cramped 

Lhadwi ck home, 3445 N. Dixie , 1923 

The Chadwick home on North Dixie Highway, 
Oakland Park, 1923 (photo courtesy of Oakland 
Park Historical Society). 

The original Colohatchee Woman's Club building, 
renamed the Oakland Park Woman's Club by the 
time this 1953 picture was taken (photo courtesy of 
Oakland Park Historical Society). 
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This March 10, 1922 article in the 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
announced the construction of a 
beef packing plant. Actually, the 
facility packed primarily pork. 

quarters in her brother's home in the 
northwest region oftoday's Oakland Park. 
Mrs. Baker taught fourteen students, 
grades one through six, in the 1914-1915 
school year. In September 1915, the Pros
pect School moved east of its original 
venue, but remained within the confines 
of Colohatchee, as students received in
struction in a converted barn owned by 
Tom Whidby. The school's enrollment rose 
to twenty. Children living a mile or two 
south of the Prospect School attended the 
Fort Lauderdale School. E.A. Bras of 
Colohatchee transported them to school 
in a canvas-covered wagon pulled by 

ponies. One resident recalled that these 
children "would jump in and out of the 
wagon, pick flowers, chase small game 
and fowls, and engage in 'devilments' on 
their way to school."17 

By 1918, several farming families had 
moved into the community and estab
lished farms. Many built simple pine cot
tages; some placed rough stucco over the 
wood. By then, the Colohatchee Woman's 
Club (today's Oakland Park Woman's 
Club) was already two years old. Its quar
ters were located at the Dixie Highway 
and today's Northeast Twenty-fourth 
Street. 18 

In 1922, the Fort Lauderdale Senti
nel reported that a movement was under
way by Florida cattlemen to build a slaugh
terhouse and packing house in the vicin
ity of Colohatchee. A few months later, 
the Southeast Packing Company an
nounced that it was constructing an abat
toir at Colohatchee, "just north of Fort 
Lauderdale" on the north bank of the 
Middle River near the FEC Railway tracks. 
The structure's tower rose three stories 
above the verdant terrain. The company 
imported hogs and other animals from 
the Lake Okeechobee area by way of the 

Broward Legacy - 33 

New River. From the mouth of that stream, 
the vessels carrying the animals entered 
New River Sound, traveling two miles 
north to the Middle River, where their 
cargoes were unloaded at the packing 
company's dock. While the abattoir was 
still under construction, the slaughter 
took place under "convenient trees." The 
company hauled the finished products by 
rail to Miami, where they were placed in 
cold storage. 19 

Nineteen twenty-two also marked the 
year that the Barkdull Investment Com
pany of Miami, a real estate development 
firm, acquired 810 acres of virgin land 
near the north fork of the Middle River. 
The land, said to have been strikingly 
beautiful, stretched from the Florida East 
Coast Railway tracks to the East Coast 
Canal. Because a great stand of oak trees 
framed the north bank of the Middle River, 
the company decided to name its prospec
tive development Oakland Park. The 
company began subdividing lots and con
structing streets; the two major thorough
fares measured eight feet across; the 
remaining roads were four feet wide. 

The Barkdull Investment firm also an
nounced that Screen Talent Studios, a 
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Barkdull Investment Company's advertisement in the August 18, 1922,Fort 
Lauderdale Daily Herald, showing the proposed movie studio. 
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moving picture company, had purchased 
ten acres in Oakland Park on which to 
build a three million dollar m ovie studio. 
Screen Talent Studios also purchased 300 
lots for a "Greenwich type" village for 
"motion picture people." Studio officials 
were reportedly planning to move to the 
area too. 

At the same time, Miami Movie Maga
zin e, in collaboration with Screen Talent 
Studios, instituted a thirty-day subscrip
tion campaign. Each new subscriber would 
r eceive a free lot in Oakland Park. Stirred 
by this unusual excitement in the region 
lying to the north, the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel boasted that Oakland Park 
would "become a home for moving picture 
people ... There will be 19 movie artists 
employed the year round." Such claims 
were not readily dismissed in the silent 
movie era, which corresponded with the 
first stirrings of the Florida Land Boom. 
In fact , several natior.ally known moving 
picture companies, including one headed 
by the renowned film maker D.W. Grif
fith, had already produced films with 
jungle and South Sea island settings in 
Fort Lauderdale and the surrounding 
countryside. Neither the Oakland Park 
studio or village, however, came to frui
t ion.20 

Nevertheless, in August 1922, the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel reported that the 
"Town of'Oakland Park' [is] Now on the 

Market." The community was taking shape 
east of the railroad tracks and north ofthe 
Southea st Packing Company's new plant 
on the Middle River. By the latter part of 
tha t month, the Barkdull Investment 
Company had sold 41 7 lots in Oakland 
Park , and claimed that only seventeen re
mained. Street paving was proceeding 
rapidly. Meanwhile, the company had con
tracted with the Southeast Packing 
Company to install electric lights in 
Oakland Park by the fall of1922.2' 

Oakland Park opened officially on Feb
ruary 14, 1923. Several thousand per
sons , attracted by the developer's offer of 
a free barbecue, gathered in the piney 
woods near today's Oakland Park Boule
vard and Northeast Thirty-fourth Street 
for the opening festivities . Some came 
from as far away as Fort Pierce and Mi
ami, causing a mile-long traffic back-up 
on Dixie Highway. Attendees helped them
selves to barbecued beef, pork, and mut
ton. A band from Lake Worth provided 
music, and a series of speakers addressed 
the crowd. Broward County's state legis
lator, Carl P . Weidling, exclaimed that 
the new packing plant was the "greatest 
asset our county had."22 A Dr. Tiebald, a 
meat inspector from Miami, claimed that 
this facility was the finest equipped meat 
packing plant for its size in the United 
States.23 Not to be outdone, the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel gushed that the 

community's official opening represented 
the "greatest (day) in the history of our 
county."24 

In the months following the barbecue, 
many new residents, including Charles 
Rouse, James "Charlie" Harrison, the 
Stricklands, and the Newtons, built homes 
and began farming in Oakland Park. New 
businesses opened, including Harry Wim
berly's grocery store near the Dixie High
way. With meat sales rising, the South
east Packing Company began construc
tion, in 1923, of a large smokehouse for 
curing meats .25 

The flurry of activity in Oakland Park 
was replicated elsewhere in a region and 
state swept up in the great r eal estate 
boom of the mid-1920s. Yet, though this 
period brought large, elaborate real es
tate ventures to Broward County, Oakland 
Park's boom initially remained true to the 
community's rural character . Despite 
rumors of movie studios and wealthy 
newcomers, Oakland Park's population 
remained overwhelmingly agricultural, 
and its burgeoning economy largely re
volved around the success of its chief in
dustry, the Southeast Packing Company. 
Not until the boom had passed its peak in 
the population centers of Florida's Gold 
Coast would Oakland Park share briefly 
in the dream of wealth and glamor that 
defined the era. 

Barbecu e marking the official opening of Oakland Park, February 14, 1923. 
A companion photo appeared in t h e Summ er/Fall1991 issue ofBroward Legacy. 

In the next issue of Broward Legacy, Dr. George will continue the story of Oakland Park's 
early years by discussing the rise and fall of the City of Floranada in the late 1920s. 
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LESSONS FROM 
THE WILDERNESS: 
FACTORS THAT AFFECTED THE 

UNITED STATES ARMY'S CAMPAIGN IN 

FLORIDA DURING THE SECOND SEMINOLE WAR 

The United States government discov
ered as early as 1824 that the task of 
removing the Seminole Indians from Flor
ida would not be easily accomplished. 
Even the previous September's Treaty of 
Moultrie Creek, designed to concentrate 
the Indians on a 4,032,940 acre reserva
tion in the center of the peninsula, was 
proving unenforceable.' As a result, the 
War Department sent four infantry com
panies to Tampa Bay in July to establish 

by BRIAN L. POLK 

Fort Brooke and oversee the relocation of 
the Seminoles to the reservation. These 
troops, like the thousands who would fol
low over the next two decades, learned 
first hand the harsh and inhospitable 
conditions which existed in a land which, 
a century later, would be praised for its 
physical attractions and amenities. 

In the early nineteenth century, roads 
were virtually non-existent in Florida, 
except for a few in the northern reaches of 

Difficult terrain and climate, vast distances, a largely uncharted 
wilderness, quarrelsome commanders, disease, and an enemy who 
refused to conform to notions of "civilized" warfare all faced the United 
States armed forces in Florida during the Second Seminole War. 

As have soldiers throughout America's history, Seminole War 
troops adapted as best they could to the discouraging situation they 
confronted. As Brian Polk's article details, their efforts helped develop 
improved methods of warfare and logistics, and, perhaps more impor
tantly, provided a storehouse of information about the land which had 
been regarded previously as a mysterious and unpenetrable wasteland. 
These accomplishments provided some of the few advantages gained 
from a tragic and unpopular war. 

Author Brian L. Polk is park manager at Hugh Taylor Birch State 
Park in Fort Lauderdale. He is currently enrolled at Florida Atlantic 
University, and is a reenactor who portrays both the Seminole War and 
Civil War periods. 

the 58,664 square mile territory. Almost 
the entire peninsula was dense wilder
ness and had never been adequately 
mapped. Coastal features were generally 
well documented, but maps of the interior 
usually gave only vague and often fan
ciful descriptions, or were simply left 
blank.2 

Indian hostilities against the territory's 
sparse white population increased through 
the 1820s and into the 1830s, with little 
direct response from the federal govern
ment. The small military forces sent to 
Florida were ineffective, and Indians 
continued to leave the reservation, steal
ing cattle and slaves from outlying settle
ments. 

Petitions from the settlers for removal 
of the Indians flooded Washington. The 
treaties of Payne's Landing in 1832 and 
Fort Gibson in 1833 set forth the policy of 
removing the Seminoles to the Arkansas 
Territory, but were bitterly opposed by a 
majority of the Indians, thereby increas
ing tension on the frontier . In the mean
time, Congress appropriated money for 
food for the Indians but depended on the 
Seminoles' cooperation to follow the terms 
of the treaties.3 

By 1835, the population of Florida 



Osceola 

consisted of approximately 18,000 whites, 
15,500 slaves, 1,000 free blacks, and 3,000 
to 5,000 Seminoles. In December of that 
year, the army's total strength in Florida 
was 536 men, scattered from St. Augustine 
to Key West. Florida's territorial governor, 
John Eaton, requested that a large force 
of regular troops be sent to Florida to 
overcome Indian resistance and protect 
the settlers. Although other prominent 
Floridians favored assembling a volun
teer force, Eaton felt that militia troops 
were undisciplined and would commit 
atrocities against the Indians, increasing 
hostilities. 

Nevertheless, when his request for 
regular troops was not granted, he called 
out 500 militia dragoons, with a four week 
enlistment and initially no appropriations 
from Congress. This token show of force 
was too little and too late. When several 
chiefs decided to emigrate, Osceola and 
his followers went on a rampage, killing 
Charlie Amathla, a chief who had been co
operating with the army and was prepar
ing to leave for the Arkansas Territory. 
They then burned sixteen plantations near 
the St. Johns River in east Florida, caus
ing $2,000,000 damage.• 

The army, ignorant of its foes' capabili
ties, sent Major Francis Dade and his 
command of107 men from Fort Brooke to 
reinforce Fort King, inside the reserva
tion at the present-day site of Ocala. On 
December 28, 1835, the column was at
tacked by the Indians, and all but a few 
men were killed. Known as "Dade's Mas
sacre," this battle was actually a striking 
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GEOGUAPHICAL, STATISTICAL, AND IUSTOUICAL MAP OF FLOlUDA. 

' ' >-< - ~ 

[ 

I-; J., 
,.. 
:., 

].1!1 

1 
[ 1 I 

,. ,~ (.; I I ' L y 0 [''' _, 

1 I 

... 
I ! /) p ~ I 

t.. 
I I 

, .. j 'IJ I" X ] / ' 0 

1 
j 

i 

L -,--

I l "~ · r D' '<.CD 'j, JJ! ..LI ..!...,. ,.r. .J 

"'' 

'•' "'' ,,, ,., '" h• •w•., 

, I I 
I 

[ I 

'{ _ j" 
..-=._- ~ ~ ~ __r=< -c- ~ ~ 

ll(l n:. '" II II 

Drayton's 1824 map of Florida shows the lack of knowledge of south 
Florida's interior in the years before the Second Seminole War. 

example of the Seminoles using superior 
tactics against the army.5 

The Indians quickly learned that even 
well disciplined regulars were vulnerable 
when on the march. Employing small 
parties of ten to fifty warriors, they would 
ambush the advance or rear guard as it 
passed through wooded areas or crossed 
rivers. These small attack parties would 
not commit themselves to a general en
gagement, instead preferring to fight from 
a defensive position. They would strike 
quickly, then retreat, taking their dead 
and wounded from the field. 6 

This type of fighting was not familiar to 
the army, which was trained according to 
the manual Infantry Tactics, written in 
1835 by General Winfield Scott, who took 

command of troops in Florida in January 
1836. Based on the French style of com
bat, Scott's work advocated the use ofline 
formations, a method of fighting also 
known as close order tactics. These tactics 
were designed to be used against an en
emy who was also arrayed in the same 
formation, standing shoulder to shoulder. 
Understandably, close order tactics did 
not work in Florida. The soldiers were 
easy targets and could not maintain their 
formations while advancing in two paral
lel lines, through thick vegetation and 
water.7 

In the early months of the war, com
manders refused to abandon these tradi
tional methods, even though the need to 
change tactics became very obvious to the 
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soldiers in the ranks. In his diary, John 
Bemrose, a hospital steward with the 
Second Artillery, criticized the line for
mations and bayonet charges, stating that 
an extended order, where the troops were 
separated and could find cover, would 
have saved many lives. Gradually, during 
the spring of 1836, General Scott adopted 
these more practical tactics, although 
large, cumbersome columns of men and 
equipment continued to be used through
out the war.8 

Even with this change in tactics, the 
mobile and clever Seminoles continued to 
have the advantage over the army. Small 
groups of six to ten warriors served as 
spies and followed the columns, reporting 
back to the main body later. During battles, 
the warriors would fire and drop to their 
left side to load. The object of this maneu
ver was to move away from the point of the 
muzzle flash. When the troops camped, 
the Indians often set fire to the brush or 
climbed trees and fired into the 
breastworks or pickets. Further confu
sion was sometimes caused by the Semi
noles dressing in army jackets , trousers, 
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and forage caps.9 

As the war continued and the army 
became accustomed to fighting in Florida, 
further adjustments were made to im
prove tactics. Even Robert Raymond Reid, 
who became Governor of the Florida Ter
ritory in 1839, stated in a message to the 
legislative council that the army must 
adopt the tactics of the Indians to drive 
them out. At the time Reid spoke, the 
troops were already stepping up their use 
of guerilla or "Indian style" tactics. For 
example, patrols sent to locate Indian 
villages and camps soon discovered that 
the Indians did not post camp guards at 
night. This oversight was exploited, and 
night attacks began. Detachments of fifty 
to 100 men with only food and muskets 
would march during the night, surround 
the Indians, and attack at dawn. This 
strategy was not without disadvantages. 
Difficulties in differentiating combatants 
from non-combatants resulted in women 
and children occasionally being killed.10 

Other experiments were less success
ful. To assist the army in locating and 
capturing Indians, the Florida Legisla-

ture, in 1839, authorized C9lonel Richard 
Fitzpatrick, one of south Florida's leading 
citizens, to purchase thirty bloodhounds 
from Cuba for $151.72 each. The use of 
dogs to track the Seminoles outraged many 
in the northern cities, and cries of brutal 
and inhumane treatment of the Indians 
echoed across the country.As a result, the 
use of tracking dogs was soon banned by 
the federal government. 11 

In the later phases of the war, the navy 
assisted greatly in supporting the army's 
search and destroy missions. As early as 
1836, naval personnel had operated small 
boats on the Withlacoochee and Peace 
rivers, pursuing the Indians and destroy
ing their villages. In October of that year, 
naval expeditions entered Snake Creek 
and New River, exploring the fringes of 
the Everglades. As the main body oflndi
ans was gradually pushed down the pen
insula in succeeding years, army and navy 
canoe expeditions regularly penetrated 
the Everglades. These commands would 
sometimes split up into groups as small as 
five men to follow trails and capture Semi
noles. 12 Offshore, the navy's West India 
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Diagram and text from an 1821 military training 
manual in the Historical Commission collection, and 
(above) a soldier's sketch in the same book, indicating 
the common soldier's typical opinion of such methods 
of warfare. 



This political cartoon, criticizing the use of bloodhounds by the army 
during the Seminole War, appeared during Zachary Taylor's 1848 

presidential campaign. 

Squadron blocked trading between the 
Seminoles and Cuban fishermen, who sup
plied the Indians with arms and ammuni
tion. With 1,350 miles of coastline in Flor
ida, the navy had a difficult task.13 

The difficulties encountered by the 
military in overcoming their wily oppo
nents were often compounded by the com
manders' egos. Since the Eastern and 
Western departments of the army over
lapped in the area where hostilities were 
centered at the outset of the war, both de
partment commanders, General Edmund 
P. Gaines and General Winfield Scott, felt 

that they had jurisdiction over the con
flict. In March 1836, General Gaines, the 
Western Department commander, led 
1,000 men inland from Fort Brooke in an 
attempt to locate the Seminoles. General 
Scott, upon hearing this news, advised 
General Duncan L. Clinch at Fort King to 
withhold supplies from Gaines. Gaines 
fought the Indians at the Battle of Camp 
Izard, along the Withlacoochee River, then 
proceeded to Tallahassee to boast of end
ing the war. The quartermaster in New 
Orleans, hearing of an end to the hostili
ties, stopped a shipment of supplies just 
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as Scott began his own campaign against 
the Seminole stronghold in the Cove of 
the Withlacoochee. 14 

Scott's campaign was a failure , and 
later in the year he faced a court of inquiry 
ordered by President Andrew Jackson. 
Scott defended himself by citing several 
reasons, all beyond his control, for his 
lack of success. He felt that enlistment 
periods for the militia were too short; 
transportation was inadequate; the cli
mate and disease had taken their toll on 
the troops; forage and grazing for the 
livestock was insufficient; there was no 
auxiliary force of friendly Indians; and 
guides were not available. Scott was ex
onerated because of the severe conditions 
in Florida, but the lack of communication 
and cooperation between the command
ers had also had a severe impact on the 
army's effectiveness in the first major 
campaigns of the war . ' ~ 

Low morale among the troops also 
limited the army's ability, particularly 
during the first few years of the war. At 
Fort Foster, between Tampa Bay and the 
Withlacoochee, Major Richard A. Zantz
inger reported in March 1837 that 125 of 
305 men assigned to the fort were on 
furlough or absent without leave. The 
troops in Florida were in an unfamiliar 
land, hacking their way through dense 
vegetation and wading through swamps, 
often to discover that Indians were spot
ted in the same area they had patrolled 
the day before. Such conditions doubtless 
led to frustration and demoralization. 16 

Generals Edmund Pendleton Gaines (left, courtesy of Massachusetts Commandery Military Order of th e 
Loyal Legion a n d U.S. Army Military History In stitute) and Winfield Scott (right, courtesy ofU. S. Army). 
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Another source of bitterness among 
the troops was the almost constant short
age of supplies. The men invariably blamed 
the army for negligence, but the situation 
was, in reality, much more complex. Com
manders were forced to contend with 
Congress not appropriating funds, with 
the quartermaster not delivering supplies 
on schedule, and with equipment failure , 
poor maps, rain, and the terrain. An ex
treme example of the plight of a com
mander ruined by supply problems over 
which he had no control was that of Colo
nel John F. Lane, commander of a battal
ion of friendly Creek Indians. According 
to one contemporary account, Lane be
came so distraught over his inability to 
provide his men with food during the fall 
1836 campaign, that he committed sui
cide with his sword. 17 

Militia troops, recruited from Georgia, 
South Carolina, and Alabama, often sup
plied their own horse,: , arms, equipment, 
and food for their thirty-day enlistment. 
Volunteer committees from their home 
states provided assistance by procuring 
food and shipping it to St. Augustine or 
Fort Brooke. Such measures were often 
necessary. One request from a general to 
the ordnance master for 500 muskets for 
volunteers resulted in the delivery of only 
aboutonequarterofthatnumber, with no 
equipment or cartridges. 18 

The delivery time for those provisions 
and equipment that were sent to Florida 
was frequently excessively long. Ten 
wagons ordered in January 1836 were 
finally delivered in May. Major General 
Thomas S. Jesup, who took over com
mand in Florida in December 1836, en
countered similar problems obtaining 
rations for his men. Livestock also suf
fered, since corn was not delivered until 
the troops were fed. Horses were often 
ridden until they would go no further, 
then turned loose.19 

The terrain impeded the shipping of 
supplies as well as restricting troop move
ment. Ifsupplywagons traveled on estab
lished roads during the dry season, they 
could average fifteen miles a day. If a new 
road was being constructed, progress 
would slow to four miles per day. In some 
areas, the undergrowth of palmettos, 
grapevines, and scrub oaks could only be 
penetrated with axes or the officers' 
swords. 

Visibility was sometimes limited to ten 
feet or less. If rain fell, the roads became 
impassable, fatiguing men and animals. 
The exertion of pulling the loaded wagons 
under such conditions sometimes killed 
the horses and oxen.20 When crossing 
swamps and rivers, the men and animals 
suffered lacerations from rocks and 

Lithographs showing difficult conditions 
encountered by the army in Florida. 



The heavy woolen uniform jacket 
and leather cap worn by most 
Second Seminole War soldiers in 
Florida are seen here in a 
Historical Commission display. 

stumps. If a river was too deep to be 
forded, the troops constructed bridges, 
but the Indians usually burned them soon 
after the soldiers departed.21 

As a result of these difficulties encoun
tered by the military, the Indians' move
ment was virtually unrestricted. This 
situation continued until the late 1830s, 
when the army established bases of op
eration for storing supplies and improved 
roads connecting them. For those men 
fortunate enough to be near the coast or a 
navigable river, supplies were usually 
more accessible. Steamboats traveled the 
St. Johns, Suwannee, and New Rivers, 
delivering supplies and transporting the 
sick and wounded. Even these vessels, 
however, were not always dependable. At 
Fort Lauderdale in 1839 and 1840, sol
diers frequently bet on the arrival of the 
steamboat Santee. 22 

As the war continued, many of the 
transportation problems the army faced 
decreased with the construction of new 
roads and outposts and the increased 
utilization of natural waterways. The cli
mate, however, remained a continuous 
hardship and topic of complaints through
out the conflict. Soldiers' diaries frequently 
included entries such as "a real scorcher," 
"warmest day I'd ever felt," and "rains 
everyday." Conditions were exacerbated 
by the troops being issued wool uniforms. 
Linen uniforms were approved for sum
mer, but they were notal ways available. 23 

Directly related to the climate was the 
high incidence of disease. The summer 
was known as the "sickly season," and 
usually caused the army to go into sum
mer quarters. The opportunistic Semino
les took advantage of this and used the 
summer months to grow their crops, safe 
from the army's harassment.24 

Regardless of whether the army was 
campaigning or in quarters, diseases 
indiscriminately ravaged the ranks. Dys
entery and diarrhea were especially 
common, caused by unsanitary conditions 
in the camps. While on the march, the 
men drew their water from any source, in
cluding stagnant ponds and water where 
livestock had traveled. 25 Another factor in 
the high incidence of illness during the 
war was the fact that personal hygiene 
was not considered to be very important. 
Often, months went by before the men 
took a bath, and they constantly com
plained about fleas and lice.26 

Soldiers also frequently suffered from 
fever, which some post surgeons thought 
was caused by breathing "bad air" from 
the marshes.27 Others, such as Dr. J.H. 
Baldwin at Fort Foster, attributed it to 
decaying vegetation, which they believed 
produced "miasmic inhalations.nzs Often 
the fever, which was actually malaria, 
reached epidemic proportions, forcing the 
abandonment of posts and reorganization 
of the army. The June 1841 sick report 
showed only 3,802 of the 4,831 men sta
tioned in Florida available for service. 
Twenty-one percent (1,029) were sick.29 

Hospitals were established at Picolata 
and Cedar Key in early 1841, when the 
interior posts proved unable to handle the 
increasing number of sick soldiers. Not 
only did the absence of soldiers because of 
illness deplete the forces in the field, the 
need to transport and care for the sick 
created an additional drain on manpower. 

Treatments for the various diseases 
were usually as primitive as the diagno
ses. Most drugs and compounds available 
treated only the symptoms. For example, 
pecac, a root, was commonly given to 
induce vomiting, which, it was believed, 
reduced the fever .30Many deaths resulted 
from lack of understanding of diseases, 
and the proportion of fatalities caused by 
illness is reflected in army records com
piled after the war. The Fourth Infantry 
Regiment, for example, served in Florida 
in 1836and 1837. Of the unit's total of128 
deaths during this period, eighty-six per
cent were from disease.31 

Despite inauspicious beginnings, the 
army, through its perseverance and inge
nuity, was able to overcome most of the 
adversities it encountered during nearly 
seven years of sporadic and unorthodox 
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warfare. Extensive troop movements 
throughout the peninsula led to the crea
tion of very detailed maps, improved roads, 
better communications, and more effi
cient delivery of supplies. Rivers and 
streams, which in the early years of the 
war were a disadvantage, were later used 
to the military's advantage. The lessons 
learned from Dade's Massacre and other 
early military failures eventually resulted 
in the army adopting the Indians' style of 
fighting. 

Once they converted to guerilla war
fare, the army became an effective fight
ing force. Initially, the troops were un
sure of the effectiveness of their new tac
tics, because few direct engagements with 
the Seminoles resulted. The soldiers soon 
learned, however, that they underesti
mated their own efficiency. By penetrat
ing the wilderness and forcing the Semi
noles to stay on the run, they disrupted 
the entire Indian culture, causing a col
lapse of their ability to wage war.32 

The total number of Indian casualties 
inflicted during the war is unknown, but 
over 3,000 were captured or surrendered 
and shipped west. When the hostilities 
ceased in 1842, only an estimated 112 
warriors and 189 women and children 
remained in Florida, forced deep into the 
Everglades. 33 

Despite these elements of success, the 
United States government found the 
Second Seminole War to be a costly and 
unpopular conflict, one which possibly 
could have been averted had the govern
ment followed the advice of Florida offi
cials and residents and mobilized suffi
cient troops at the first indication of po
tential hostilities. 

Instead, government inaction through 
the 1820s and early 1830s bolstered 
Seminole confidence. Once war erupted, 
human failings as well as natural and 
geographic obstacles hindered the army's 
ability to complete its mission. Had the 
potential for jurisdictional disputes be
tween Scott and Gaines been anticipated 
and addressed by theW ar Department, a 
coordinated effort by both generals' forces 
possibly could have ended the war in its 
early stages. Instead, the military be
came committed to a prolonged and often 
frustrating war. 

Because of the climate and lack of 
medical knowledge, disease became a 
greater threat to the army in Florida than 
the Indians they were fighting . Of the 
1,466 deaths of regular United States 
troops between 1835 and 1842, seventy
five percent (1,101) were caused by dis
ease.34 

In addition to the cost of soldiers' lives, 
the United States government spent be-
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tween $30,000,000 and $40,000,000 fight
ing the Seminoles in an isolated and in
hospitable territory. What they gained, in 
addition to the virtual destruction of Semi
nole power, was a vital knowledge of the 
Florida wildemess and invaluable, though 
difficult lessons in strategy, tactics, and 
logistics. 
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COLONEL MATHEWS 
AND THE FORT LAUDERDALE SENTINEL 
Articles Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Daily News 

FORT LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS, 
NEW HOME EDITION 

August 4, 1925, p.3-B 

FOUNDER DAILY SENTINEL 

COL. GEORGE G. MATHEWS 
HOED A HARD ROW FOR MANY 

YEARS AND HAS SEEN HIS 
DREAMS OF A GREATER FORT 

LAUDERDALE REALIZED 

by George G. Mathews 
My first visit to Fort Lauderdale was 

July, 1907. Being a member of a legisla
tive committee to investigate the I. I. 
[Internal Improvement] Board. I came 
with Governor Broward to examine the 
North and South New River canals, which 
had just been started. Governor Broward 
had built the two dredges then in use on 
the banks ofNew River in the present city 
of Fort Lauderdale. 

The population at that time was not 
more than one hundred people. Frank 
Stranahan was the pioneer to blaze the 
way for development of our splendid city, 
having come here from Ohio because of ill 
health . And we must admire the man who 
could isolate himself from human touch 
and civilization. He came in the year 1893 
and after three years was joined by P.H. 
[actually P.N.] Bryan and [John] Milton 
Bryan with their large and interesting 
families. They were driven here by the 
greatfreeze of1895 which killed their fine 
groves from which they were deriving 
large incomes. 

The sons of those old men have played 
an important part in the progress of this 
section. Reed A. Bryan was one of the 
greatest factors in pushing development 
in this city; while Tom Bryan is unrivaled 
at the present time as a progressive devel
oper and has become one of the wealthiest 
men in Broward County. These boys were 
well worthy of their father, Hon. P.H. 
Bryan. Of the sons of the Hon. Milton 
Bryan, two ofthem became United States 
Senators and one of them is now a U.S. 

District Judge. John, another son, has 
been very successful in the citrus indus
try and is now one of our county commis
sioners. 

Frank Oliver, Dr. T.S. Kennedy and 
W.H. Marshall who came in 1895 [Ken
nedy and Marshall actually came in 1898] 
with nothing but vigorous minds and will
ing hands have all become financially in
dependent. Dr. Kennedy was for anum
ber of years the only doctor here and was 
a real benefactor to the small community. 

The Cromarties, Berryhill, Covington, 
H.G. Wheeler and a number of others 
whose names we cannot at the moment 

recall came here, produced and shipped 
early vegetables to northern markets. 
Frank Oliver was one who made in one 
crop enough to start business and make 
investments that have since made him a 
rich man. He was the first president of 
what is now the Fort Lauderdale Bank & 
Trust Company. 

Frank Stranahan started the first store 
here and was a kind of Godfather to the 
Indians, buying their hides and supply 
their needs. 

In his scheme of drainage Broward 
showed an unerring vision which will in 
time result in giving to our nation a new 

Although little known to most Broward Countians today, Colonel 
George Greene Mathews was one of Fort Lauderdale's outstanding 
figures of the 1910s and 1920s. Born in Alabama in 1855, he migrated 
to Brazil as a boy with his family, one of a group of Confederate 
families who relocated to that country following the Civil War. 

During the administration of President Grover Cleveland, 
Mathews served as American consul at Para, Brazil. Returning to the 
United States, he settled in Ocala, where he became involved in local 
politics, serving two terms in the state legislature from Marion 
County. He also entered the newspaper business, publishing the 
Tarpon Springs Leader, the Bartow Record, and, in 1911, the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel. The Sentinel was the town's second newspaper, 
closely following the Fort Lauderdale Herald, which had begun 
publication in late 1910. 

Strongwilled and outspoken, Colonel Mathews was a tireless 
champion of Everglades drainage, the project which had first 
attracted him to southeast Florida. He also supported a number of 
civic improvements and reforms. 

Although elected mayor of Fort Lauderdale in 1913, his greatest 
fame was as publisher and editor of the Sentinel. The paper, which he 
sold in 1925 at the height of the land boom, became theFort 
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening Sentinel and has evolved into 
today's Fort Lauderdale News and Sun-Sentinel. These articles, 
originally printed during the boom and depression years, outline 
Mathews' early life in Fort Lauderdale, and the newspaper's origins. 

During the depression years of the late 1920s and 1930s, Colonel 
Mathews dedicated his efforts to the economic recovery of Fort 
Lauderdale and Broward County. For this purpose he founded the 
Taxpayer's League and served as president of the local Townsend 
Club. He died in Fort Lauderdale in 1944 at the age of eighty-nine. 
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empire. In 1907 while here with Broward 
we said to him, "This will be a city of 
50,000 by 1930." He said the city would 
come but he thought more time would be 
required to give that population. From 
that visit, I had Fort Lauderdale in my 
mind, and three years later, selling my 
papers in Bartow and Tarpon Springs, I 
came here December 30, 1910 and estab
lished the Sentinel March 10, 1911, three 
months later. It was a daring thing to 
invest $3,000 in machinery when the 
population was not more than three 
hundred men, women and children. Then 
we had only three hundred business 
houses; so the chance for advertising was 
small. But at that time our payroll was 
$19 a week, a printer $16 and a girl $3 and 
the total expense did not exceed $45. The 
rate we received for advertising was twelve 
and one half cents per inch, while the job 

FORT LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS, 
THE GORE PUBLICATIONS, 

Monday, December 1, 1930, p. A-14 

COLONEL MATHEWS STARTED 
THE FIRST PAPER IN CITY 

ESTABLISHED THE "SENTINEL" 
IN 1911; MANY OBSTACLES HAD 

TO BE OVERCOME 

The Fort La uderdale Sentinel, now the 
Fort Lauderdale Daily News, which this 
year entered upon its 20th year of service 
to the community, was founded by Col. 
George G. Mathews on March 10, 1911. 
Previous to his establishing his perma
nent home in this city, Col. Mathews had 
paid his first visit to the vicinity late in 
1907, when he came here as a member of 
the legislative committee to investigate 
the drainage of the Everglades. At that 
time, Governor Broward had two dredges 
operating in this territory, and work was 
already considerably under way in the 
cutting through of the North and South 
canals. Although Fort Lauderdale was a 
small settlement of perhaps 150 people, 
Col. Mathews saw great possibilities in 
the future.development of a thriving city
the balmy climate, rich soil and geographi
cal position all contributing to this belief. 

EARLY RESIDENTS 

People living here in 1907 were Frank 
Stranahan, pioneer of this section, who 
had a general store on Brickell and also 
served in the capacity of postmaster, Phil
lip [should be Philamon] Bryan, Reed and 

work never amounted to more than $125 
a month. 

Those were hard years. To succeed 
meant hard work and privation. By bravely 
telling the truth we had but little patron
age from the banks, and the few mer
chants gave us less business than the 
other paper which seemed to know how to 
keep them friendly. But we lived through 
those trying days. 

When we resolved to start the Daily 
Sentinel we were told that would lead to 
bankruptcy, and we will confess we felt 
doubtful of the issue at times ourselves. 
But we were surprised that the first month 
showed a profit. The editorials gave us a 
large number of readers, but resulted in 
reducing our income. Well, "All is well 
that ends well." In spite of all said we put 
the daily across, giving a far better paper 
than the business justified. And we are 

Tom Bryan, Dr. T.S. Kennedy and family, 
the former having been the first practic
ing physician between Miami and Palm 
Beach, W.O. Berryhill and family, Ed 
King and family, H.G. Wheeler and fam
ily, the Craig brothers, Joe Farrow, and 
others whose names cannot be recalled at 
this time. 

NEWSPAPER ESTABLISHED 

So favorably had Col. Mathews been 
impressed, that three years later he dis
posed ofhis papers at Tarpon Springs and 
Bartow and moved to Fort Lauderdale. 
He was determined to establish a weekly 
publication here and was confident that 
the future would justify any expenditure 
or sacrifice he might make during the first 
few years. S.H. Watson of Washington, 
D.C., who came to Fort Lauderdale to look 
over conditions here, formed a partner
ship with Col. Mathews and a two story 
tin building was hastily constructed on 
Andrews Avenue and the corner of Sec
ond Street. The old Sentinel building was 
isolated from the remainder of the small 
business section, and Andrews Avenue 
northward from Wall Street had not yet 
advanced from the simple sand path stage. 

"We bought machinery," replied Col. 
Mathews in describing the newspaper's 
first days, "which included the first cylin
der press used by the Miami Herald. We 
bought this for $400. We also put in a job 
press, a gas engine, stones and type. Our 
firstpaperwasissuedMarch 10,1911, the 
first seven issues being published at De
land." 

pleased that we turned the paper over to 
the Galvin brothers whose experience and 
resources will enable them to give a paper 
in every way worthy of our city and people. 

In selling the Sentinel we have not lost 
interest and faith in Fort Lauderdale. For 
us it is the one spot on earth. The sale of 
the paper will enable us to devote a few 
years to literary work in which we will 
find pleasure, if we do not derive profit. 

The present boom justifies our early 
predictions, and causes us to believe that 
50,000 in 1930 is a very conservative esti
mate. The present demand, and prices for 
real estate portends a future greater than 
we dreamed of in our most enthusiastic 
moments . Happy we are, to have been a 
small factor in the present growth of our 
city. Let us help to make the Daily Senti
nel great, and it in turn will help to make 
this one of the leading cities in Florida. 

Geo. G. Mathews. 

LAND BOOM 

At that time, the George Boles [should 
be RichardJ. Bolles] land sale was held in 
the northern section of the town known as 
Progresso. Thousands of people rushed 
here from every state in the Union and 
Fort Lauderdale's first land boom was on. 
Innumerable lots had already been sold, 
and these people came for the purpose of 
drawing numbers of their property and 
many of them made additional invest
ments before returning north. 

TENT CITY 

Fort Lauderdale became overnight a 
veritable tent city as hotel accommoda
tions were inadequate and newcomers 
were forced to supply themselves with 
such temporary housing facilities, or else 
move to Miami or Palm Beach. 

"I employed three or four young women 
to get subscriptions for me and in less 
than a week they had secured over 400 
paid subscribers made up of people from 
nearly every state in the Union," said Col. 
Mathews in reminiscing upon his early 
experience. 

DIFFICULTIES 

Col. Mathews' main obstacle, however, 
was the fact that Fort Lauderdale at that 
time boasted only five business houses, 
and as these were not in a financial posi
tion to advertise extensively, he had great 
difficulty in establishing the Sentinel upon 
a running basis. Although his payroll for 
several years averaged only $19 weekly. 
Of this amount $16 was paid to a printer, 



the remaining $3 to a girl assistant. 
"I drew out never more than $10 weekly 

to buy groceries, making the whole cost of 
getting out the paper and running a job 
plant not more than $40 a week. It was 
difficult to raise even that much," de
clared Col. Mathews, "and also meet small 
monthly payments on machinery and 
supplies." 

PAPER GREW 

Fort Lauderdale was then part ofDade 
county, and the Sentinel gradually se
cured enough advertising from Miami to 
establish the newspaper upon a paying 
basis. Col. Mathews also secured the Dade 
county tax list one year during the early 
struggles of his publication, and this 

business which amounted to over $2,400, 
enabled him to pay off much ofthe indebt
edness upon machinery and to meet other 
pressing obligations. 

"No one can ever know the mental tor
ture I endured in those years which were 
so surrounded by uncertainty." said Col. 
Mathews. "However, I managed to sur
vive what appeared to be impossible con
ditions. Finally I raised the advertising 
rate to 20 cents an inch, then to 25 cents, 
and I was getting 30 cents when I sold the 
paper in 1925 to the Galvin brothers with 
a 2,000 paid daily subscription list." 

DISASTROUS FIRE 

In alluding to the great fire of 1912, 
Col. Mathews said that he experienced 

his darkest days with the Sentinel follow
ing this disaster, as every business house 
with the exception of the Berryhill store 
was destroyed and thus his only means of 
support cut off. However, Oliver Bros. 
soon constructed a splendid brick build
ing on Brickell Avenue and H. G. Wheeler 
erected the Gilbert Hotel and other build
ings which lent quite a progressive aspect 
to Fort Lauderdale's main business street. 
The Gilbert, now known as the Morrison, 
was until the construction of the Brow
ard, the city's principal hotel. One of the 
pet policies of the Sentinel was the advo
cating of large hotels for the city, and 
during all the years of its existence, it 
kept up a persistent fight to bring about 
the furnishing of more adequate hotel ac
commodations for winter guests. 
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The McCarty store and post office on Dixie Highway, Oakland Park, 1927. 
(Photo courtesy of Oakland Park Historical Society.) 
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