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;ers, 
FORT LAUDERDALE AND WORLD WAR II 

Even before the United States 
entered World War II on December 8, 
1941, Fort Lauderdale had experienced 
the conflict at first hand. On December 
19, 1939, just three months after the 
war began in Europe, the Arauca, a 
German freighter, entered Port Ever
glades to escape the British cruiser 
Orion. The German vessel remained in 
port for nearly sixteen months while 
the Orion waited offshore for it. 
Finally, on April 1, 1941, the Arauca 
and her crew of fifty-two were taken 
into custody of the United States 
government under a law delimiting the 
period of time a belligerent ship was 
permitted to remain in a neutral port. 
Officials removed the crew and 
detained it at Coast Guard Base Six, 
on Fort Lauderdale Beach. On the 
following day, the Coast Guard moved 
the crew to the Broward County jail, 
where it remained for one week before 
leaving for incarceration on Ellis 
Island in New York. 1 

In this period, as America inched 
closer to war, Fort Lauderdale was 
riding a wave of prosperity built 
around a flourishing tourist trade and 
the rebirth of its construction industry. 
The city's huge bonded debt, a relic of 
the boom-era and the ensuing depres
sion, had dissipated significantly. New 
automobiles, long a rarity, were once 
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again a familiar sight along the city's 
streets. New stores continued to open 
in the downtown sector.2 

Despite a steady growth, Fort Laud
erdale continued to exhibit small town 
characteristics. The circumstances 
surrounding the employment of J. 
Lester Holt, a future chief of police, 

provide one illustration of this point. 
In November 1941, Holt, who had 
recently quit his job as a bus driver, 
was walking past the downtown police 
station when an acquaintance on the 
force yelled: "Hey, Les, do you want 
a job?"3 Holt expressed his interest in 
the prospect, and completed a written 

Like Americans everywhere, Broward County citizens contributed their 
share toward winning World War II, both on the homefront and on the 
battlefield. But more than most areas of the United States, Broward County 
also experienced the war at first hand. This became evident early in the 
conflict when German submarines began attacking Allied shipping within 
view of the shore. As the war progressed, the long coastline, coupled with 
the presence of a major seaport, flat landscape, and year-round warm 
climate, made the area a prime training location. As Broward's largest 
city and the county seat, Fort Lauderdale was the focal point for much 
of this activity. 

Although the war took place almost a half-century ago, its impact is 
still being felt as Broward County and much of Florida struggle with the 
rapid population growth which began when many of the servicemen 
stationed here during the war return.ed to make their permanent residence 
amidst the subtropical climate and surroundings. 

Fort Lauderdale's exciting World War II history is here recounted by 
Dr. Paul S. George, manager of the Historic Broward County Preservation 
Board and professor of history at Florida Atlantic University and the 
University of Miami. Dr. George is also well-known as "the walking histor
ian of southeast Florida." This article is an excerpt from his manuscript, 
"Surging in New Directions: Fort Lauderdale, 1911-1945," second in a three
volume comprehensive survey prepared for the Preservation Board. 
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December 8, 1941, that residents were 
at first stunned by the news of Pearl 
Harbor, but they had recovered quickly 
and "were ready to wade in with every 
resource they have. Everywhere," the 
newspaper observed, "there seems to 
exist an attitude of I want to do what 
I can."7 In an editorial on page one 
of the journal, owner-publisher Robert 
H. Gore promised that "Japan will 
regret yesterday."S Many men hurried 
to enlist in the armed forces. The Daily 
News and Evening Sentinel reported 
that six veterans of World War I had 
appeared at the post office earlier in 
the day, requesting information on 
enlistment in the armed forces. Earl 
Middleton, a local jeweler, proposed 
that all business houses and private 
homes display an American flag "from 
now on out."9 

The German freighter Arauca, anchored off Port Everglades, 1939. This enthusiasm mingled with ap
prehension as fear of an enemy inva
sion swept the community. The Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening 
Sentinel attempted to allay this fear, 
but several allied ship sin kings off the 
coast of Fort Lauderdale in the first 
half of 1942, a grim period for America 
and her allies, only increased the 
concern. The first sinking occurred on 
January 15, when an unidentified 
merchant ship was torpedoed off the 
southeast coast of Florida. On May 4, 
a German submarine torpedoed the 
British tanker, Eclipse, within sight of 
the shore. The crippled ship was towed 
to Port Everglades. On the following 
day, another torpedo struck the Java 
Arrow, an American tanker loaded 
with gasoline additive. Five men lost 
their lives while the cargo was saved 
and naval tugboats towed the battered 
vessel to Port Everglades. Philip 
Weidling, a journalist and chronicler 
of Fort Lauderdale history, main-

examination on the following day. One 
week later, the police department hired 
him as a patrolman; Holt received his 
equipment and uniform, and his lone 
piece of training instruction: "Report 
at midnight and don't start anything 
you can't finish."4 

Three weeks later, on December 7, 
1941, many residents and tourists in 
Fort Lauderdale were enjoying a 
balmy Sunday on the beach; others 
were fishing, lured by reports of a good 
run of mackerel and bluefish in the 
waters about the city. Tom Neel, who 
worked as a free lance photographer, 
was observing a meeting in City Hall 
when a man entered the room and 
shouted the news that the Japanese 
had bombed Pearl Harbor.5 

The city's direction changed in-

stantly. Hoteliers, restauranteurs, and 
many elements of the labor force who 
had looked forward with great anti
cipation to the tourist season then 
underway suddenly faced the necessity 
of a radical readjustment, for the pros
pects for tourism in wartime were dim. 
Within hours of the surprise Japanese 
attack, Fort Lauderdale had been 
placed on a wartime footing, as the 
United States Navy imposed a security 
blanket over Port Everglades. The 
base's commander, Lieutenant Com
mander William Ives, ordered all port 
workers photographed. Henceforth, 
workers entering the facility would be 
required to present photographic 
identification. 6 

The Fort Lauderdale Daily News 
and Evening Sentinel reported on 

r 
T;d•• J "'--11 •11• • . •••• , ••••• . •• 

., -. Tuthr . 

'--'"- '"'· "''""'udla•. T .. alu. FORT LAUDERDALE DAILY NEWS r :;:.·:~:-.. ~ : 
Mlr:llltiU Ttllt Anortnao .. un AND £V£N/NC SENTINEL r\.I .L ..-u lr:UUil .UD Tr.IU'IHHU "---- -- • 

U. S. Congress Formally Declares War 
Against Japan After Pacific Attack 

' Japs Claim Victory REDS HITTING Roosevelt Offers Historic 
OUT AT NAZIS! • • 

Over Pacific Fleet NEAR~scow 1Speech Askzng That Natron 
~~~~~-~-~-!~;-- uN~!-~~ .. ~:C~RFFIGHr ;:t!;~:~::~~:!. )Plunge Into Bloody Strife 

Wintor l c;:n,.; 



enemy ships in a variety of ways that 
would continue long after the threat 
had passed. Like other cities along 
Florida's Gold Coast, Fort Lauderdale 
observed nightly blackouts; armed 
men patrolled the beach; and the 
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
along with the Civil Air Patrol, main
tained a watch for enemy submarines 
in the vicinity. This vigilance required 
both military and civilian involve
ment, and both factions met the chal
lenge successfully.n 

Fort Lauderdale's Home Guard drills on Andrews Avenue in front of 
City Hall and the fire and police stations, 1942. 

Block captains, drawn from the 
civilian population, patrolled the city's 
neighborhoods nightly, ensuring that 
windows were covered with sheets; 
they checked moving vehicles to en
sure that the top half of the glass 
covering their headlights was painted 
black to reduce the chances that enemy 
submarines would oversee the shining 
light. Street lights were hooded as an 
additional measure to mute the lights 
on shore.l2 

Civilian powerboat operators pa
trolled the waters of the Atlantic Ocean 
as part of Flotilla No. 2 of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. The boats were 
employed day and night along the 
entire length of Broward County's 
coastline. They reported all submarine 
sightings, waved small craft away, 

tained that he knew of eighteen ships 
sunk by German submarines in waters 
off Fort Lauderdale. Another observer 
claimed that the number of vessels 
victimized in this manner was much 
higher.IO 
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AIR RAID 
WARDENS 

By 1943, Nazi submarines had left 
the Atlantic waters around Fort Laud
erdale as the war began to tilt against 
Adolf Hitler's Third Reich. However, 
Fort Lauderdale had already re
sponded to the nearby presence of 
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Documents from the Historical Commission archives 
emphasize the importance of civil defense in wartime Fort Lauderdale. 
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The United States Coast Guard's mounted beach patrol parades on the 
grounds of their headquarters, the Silver Thatch Inn at Pompano (photo 
courtesy of R. L. Landers). 

and engaged in rescue efforts. The 
flotilla was credited with rescuing 
2,453 survivors of torpedoed ships. As 
the Coast Guard gradually took over 
the duties of the flotilla in 1942, this 
volunteer force assumed responsibility 
for ensuring the security of the waters 
in and around Port Everglades.l3 

The Civil Air Patrol represented, 
after a fashion, the aerial arm of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary's Flotilla No. 
2. Comprised of local pilots, many of 
whom were women, the Civil Air Patrol 
employed private airplanes for flights 
over submarine infested waters. The 
squadron was unarmed, and it could 
only advise of the presence and loca
tion of the enemy, but its reconnais· 
sance efforts were important to Amer
ican intelligence gathering efforts.l4 

Another element of civilian support 
for the war effort came from airplane 

spotters. One soldier who was sta
tioned in Fort Lauderdale for part of 
the war recalled that "they had [civil
ian] spotters on the Sweet Building and 
a number of places around town. In 
those days , the spotters volunteered 
their services for two or three hours a 
day, or whatever was necessary. 
Twenty-four hours a day they kept 
them manned."J5 

For all of its enthusiasm, Fort 
Lauderdale's civil defense program 
suffered from the absence, in the early 
years of the war, of bells and sirens 
that could send out a loud signal in 
the event of an enemy attack. Accord
ingly, resourceful officials bent a 
railroad tie into the shape of a triangle 
and commandeered a sledge hammer 
for the purpose of applying a solid jolt 
to it, prompting a loud, cacophonous 
sound, which became for a time the 

official air raid warning!16 
Along with the flurry of volunteer 

activity was a Coast Guard which also 
displayed great energy in a variety of 
projects. The Guard built watchtowers 
along the beach to assist in reconnoit
ering enemy activity in the nearby 
waters. It built barbed wire fences that 
helped close off the beach to all but 
those with special security passes. 
Mounted members of the Coast Guard 
patrolled the waterfront with attack 
dogs throughout each day and night. 
The Guard also patrolled the Intra· 
coastal Waterway and guarded the 
bridges that crossed it. During this 
period fishing boats were prohibited 
from leaving the waterway without 
permission from the Coast Guard. 
There is no record of enemy infiltrators 
or saboteurs entering Fort Lauderdale 
during the war, although a few 
hundred miles north of the city four 
Nazis landed on the beach at Ponte 
Vedre near Jacksonville. They were 
quickly apprehended.17 

The war came close to Fort Lauder
dale in still another way in the days 
following America's entry into the 
conflict. On January 12, 1942, Alex
ander (Sandy) Nininger, Jr., a gradu
ate of Fort Lauderdale High School 
and the United States Military 
Academy, was killed in action at 
Abucai on Bataan in the Philippines. 
Born in Atlanta, Nininger had moved 
with his family to Fort Lauderdale as 
a youth; the family lived near the New 
River. Young Nininger worked as an 
usher in the Sunset Theatre on 
Andrews Avenue which was managed 
by his father. Upon graduation from 
WestPoint in 1941, Nininger joined the 
Philippines Scouts.1s 

Nininger was in the Philippines at 
the time that the United States became 
a belligerent. As a member of the First 
Battalion, 57th Infantry, Nininger 
labored for several days and nights 

The first Congressional Medal of Honor awarded 
during World War II (center) and other decorations 

conferred on Fort Lauderdale's "Sandy" Nininger 
are displayed here, along with Nininger's portraits. 



Dedication of the United States 
Navy Section Base at Port Ever
glades, 1942. 

felling mangrove trees in an effort to 
establish a field of fire against a 
murderous Japanese force in the vic
inity. Despite his fatigue, Nininger 
requested, and received, permission to 
hunt Japanese snipers who permeated 
the area. The young soldier killed more 
than twenty Japanese with grenades, 
but was wounded in the process. After 
exhausting his armaments, Nininger 
began bayonetting Japanese in fox
holes. Finally, weakened from his 
wounds, the loss of blood, and exhaus
tion, Nininger died. The body of a dead 
Japanese officer lay across Nininger's 
legs at the time of his death. (Seventy
five other residents of Broward 
County, the majority of them from Fort 
Lauderdale, would lose their lives as 
mem hers of the armed forces before the 
war ended.) Because of his heroism, 
Nininger received posthumously the 
first Congressional Medal of Honor 
awarded by his nation during the 
conflict.J9 

At the time of Nininger's display of 
heroism, Fort Lauderdale officials, 
worried about the impact of war on the 
city's tourist-oriented economy, insti
tuted a study under the direction ofthe 
Chamber of Commerce to devise a plan 
for those extra-ordinary times. The 
Chamber surveyed the assets of Fort 
Lauderdale and its environs and came 
up with a sanguine forecast. The city's 
climate and its proximity to the ocean 

made it ideal for military aviation, 
while its hotels and tourist apart
ments could accommodate members of 
the armed forces stationed there. 
Moreover, Port Everglades was close 
to many supplies of raw materials for 
war use, and its huge oil storage 
capacity provided an ample source of 
power for industries which used the 
facility.zo 

Port Everglades fulfilled the roseate 
expectations of the Chamber, working 
to capacity as one of the "hottest spots" 
in the area during the war. It main
tained extensive tank farms for the 
storage of petroleum products, along 
with modern loading and unloading 
equipment. Fuel for the defense of the 
entire Caribbean was stored there. The 
Navy stored molasses imported from 
Cuba in large tanks for transshipment 
to England where it was converted 
into industrial alcohol and later into 
explosives. The seaport also hosted an 
underseas warfare experimental sta
tion, and a navy boat service for the 
recovery of torpedoes dropped in 
training runs by planes from Fort 
Lauderdale's Naval Air Station. In the 
early part of the war, many of the 
smaller boats torpedoed by German 
submarines in the nearby waters were 
brought to Port Everglades where they 
were rebuilt and reconditioned. Chief 
Boatswain's Mate Joe B. Oliver, who 
was in command of torpedo retrieval 

Port Everglades as it appeared during the war. The 
large ship docked at left center is the converted 
aircraft carrier Everglades. The small boats at the 

wooden docks in the slip at upper right are torpedo 
retrieval and target boats. 
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NAS 
Fort Lauderdale The Naval Air Station as it appeared during the war (U.S. 

Navy photo by John Evans, courtesy of Allan F. 
McElhiney, Naval Historian). 

An angry Donald Duck, riding on a torpedo 
bomb, was the insignia of the Fort Lauderdale 
Naval Air Station. 

and target boats at this facility, believed 
that "Port Everglades played one of 
the biggest parts of any port in the 
country, because it was a training port 
and also they'd bring in those old shot
up tankers. Then they had a PT 
training base in Miami, and, on a 
rough day ... they used to send those 
guys up here for our boys to teach them 
how to dock boats. It didn't make any 

difference whether it was rough or 
calm. We were busy all the time.21 

Because of the vital role it played in 
the nation's defenses, the port came 
under tight security with members of 
the United States Coast Guard sta
tioned around its perimeter at all 
times.22 

The activities at Port Everglades 
were linked closely with those at the 

Servicemen on the beach, April 1943, a familiar sight in wartime Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Naval Air Station, Fort Lauderdale's 
largest military installation. In early 
1942, the United States selected Fort 
Lauderdale as one of seven host areas 
for a naval air station in Florida. The 
city was ideally suited for this role for 
many reasons. Fort Lauderdale's cli
mate permitted year round flying; the 
depth of open sea was sufficient for 
training purposes, and its location on 
the edge of the Everglades provided 
unlimited areas for bombing targets 
and ranges.23 

Soon after the Navy designated Fort 
Lauderdale as the site for an air 
station, it purchased the old Merle L. 
Fogg airport from the city, as well as 
land adjacent to it, and began con
struction of the facility in April 1942. 
Construction proceeded at a breakneck 
pace on the air station, which was 
designed for training torpedo bomber 
pilots and their crews. Upon comple
tion, the Naval Air Station sprawled 
over 1,000 acres, counted 4,000 feet of 
runways, and hosted 217 buildings. It 
could accommodate 3,000 persons. The 
first aircraft flew out of the airport on 
September 20, 1942. Two months later, 
the base was fully completed and 
turned over to the Navy. Additions to 
the station in subsequent years 
increased its size significantly, and it 
remained active until October 1, 1946. 
The Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station 
was one of only two stations in a 
command, extending from Florida to 
Illinois, that provided combat training 
for pilots and crewmen of the Navy 
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torpedo bomber planes, including the 
TBM Avenger. Dubbed the "old tur
keys" and "pregnant ducks" for the 
bulge in their bellies, the TBMs were 
among the most rugged torpedo 
bombers of World War II. During the 
four years that Fort Lauderdale's 
Naval Air Station was in operation, 
thousands of pilots and crewmen took 
their training on these planes before 
leaving for combat, primarily in the 
Asiatic Theater. The attack planes 
that they mastered were employed in 
the aerial destruction of the Japanese 
Navy.l4 

Joe Steiert, who worked at the Naval 
Air Station in 1943 as yard officer, 
security officer, and OPA (Office of 
Price Administration) rationing 
officer, recalled, four decades later, the 
scale of operations at the facility: "The 
regular air station crew would run 
about the same size as a big carrier 
today, roughly 4,000 people, plus 
maybe 350 to 400 civilian workers. We 
would train 250 pilots and 750 air 
crewmen, who were radiomen and 
gunners ... The civilian people were 
employed in various positions from 
clerks to maintenance to supply 
department. We were constantly bring
ing new men in and sending them out 
to the fleet. The incoming pilots and 
aircrewmen were being turned over at 
the rate of about six to eight weeks, 
and that was a constant turnover."25 
Steiert also noted that English flyers 
received training, under their own 
commanding officers, at the Naval Air 
Station.26 

Among the thousands of naval 
personnel to receive training at the 
Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station 
was a future President of the United 
States, George Bush, who was sta
tioned at the base for three months in 
1943. Forty-six years later, Bush, then 
in the White House, reminisced about 
his experience at the Naval Air Station 
and the spirit which characterized the 
young trainees: "I went off to Fort 
Lauderdale to learn to fly . Training up 
and down the East Coast ... dropping 
dummy bombs and torpedoes in Lake 
Okeechobee ... Miami. I saw 'em all. 
I had an ensign's stripe and an admir
al's confidence. I was a Navy Pilot."27 

In addition to the Naval Air Station 
in Fort Lauderdale, the military con
structed other aviation facilities in 
Broward County. Satellite airfields of 
the Naval Air Station arose in Pom
pano and West Prospect, while Davie, 
Forman, North Perry, and South Perry 
fields were constructed as satellite 
fields for the huge Miami Naval Air 
Station at Opa Locka. Naval radar and 
range finding training schools oper
ated at the Lauderdale Beach and 
Tradewinds Hotels (with classes gra
duating every sixty days); gunnery 

TBM Avenger torpedo bomber (photo courtesy of Allan F. McElhiney, 
Naval Historian). 

ranges were established on the beach 
at Lauderdale-By-The-Sea and at Port 
Everglades which, in addition to 
operating the aforementioned training 
programs, also provided the boat 
facility for practice torpedo runs.28 

North of the port, at Bahia Mar, an 
expanded Coast Guard base became 
the new home of the 50th United States 
Coast Artillery unit, which moved into 
the Bahia Mar facility in the summer 
of 1942. The artillery employed four 
guns on the beach; because of their 
size, they were pulled to their sites by 

four-wheeled vehicles, and camou
flaged when not in use by simple white 
canvas. At the same time, a five-man 
searchlight team from the 265th Coast 
Artillery moved into the Bahia Mar 
station, bivouacking in tents near the 
recreation building while waging a 
futile fight against the flies!29 

Fort Lauderdale also contained its 
own war-related industries, as the 
Chamber of Commerce's drive to bring 
government-contracted work to the 
area met with noteworthy success. 
Local businesses bperating with 

NAS Fort Lauderdale's most famous trainee, Ensign George H.W. Bush 
and crewmates, August 11, 1943. Back row (left to right): 2nd Lt. Bill 
Donovan, Ens. Ralph L. Cole, Jr., 2nd Lt. Mort Landsberg, Bush, Ens. 
Louie Grab. Front row (left to right): Ens. Mike Goldsmith, Ens. Leslie 
Mokry, Ens. William Shawcross, and instructors Ltjg. Tom Campion and 
Lt. Tex Ellison (U.S. Navy photo courtesy of Capt. Leslie E. Mokry, 
U.S.N.R., Ret., provided by Allan F. McElhiney, Naval Historian). 
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government contracts produced large 
orders of boats, shells, and radio and 
electronic equipment under demand
ing deadlines. Dooley's Basin and Dry 
Dock on the New River at Southwest 
Fifteenth Avenue represented the 
largest war-related business. Three 
hundred employees working amid an 
ever-expanding plant produced large 
mine sweepers, submarine chasers, 
and air rescue boats . One of the 
company's greatest difficulties was 
maneuvering boats down the New 
River, which was still badly silted, and 
negotiating the turn at Tarpon Bend.30 

Gate City Sash and Door Company 
was another large enterprise fueled by 
government contracts . The company 
built awning windows for distribution 
to military bases in every theater of 
war. The H.A.K. Corporation (the 
na me represents the initials of the last 
names ofth e partners in the business), 
located near the Seaboard Airline 
Railroad tracks a nd Davie Boulevard, 
produced more than 1.6 million shells 
of the thirty-seven a nd fifty millimeter 
varieties. Allied fo rces emp loyed 
hundreds of th ousands of shells pro
duced by the H.A.K. Corporation in th e 
African campaign in 1942-1943. The 
shells reached their targets in circui
tous fashion. Each day, airplanes 
ferried the company's output to Ohio; 
from there it was carried abroad.3J 

The Rex Bassett Plant employed 175 
persons, mainly women, in the crea
tion oftwo-way radios, quartz crystals, 
and a wide variety of electronic equip
ment. For par t of the war, the Goodwin 
Awning Compan y worked under a 
large government contract providing 
for the construction of 250,000 pup 
tents. Other smaller plants and busi
nesses in Fort Lauderdale also pro
duced a variety of war goods.32 

Not to be overlooked in terms of 
Broward County's material contribu
tion to the Allied war cause was its 
agricultural output . Large farms , 
especially in the Middle River region, 
yielded rich harvests of beans, toma
toes, and even oranges for marmalade, 
all of which were shipped north by 
rail.33 

Local industries were plagued by 
labor shortages, especially of male 
workers, since the draft board took 
ma ny of them . Accordingly, man y 
women took jobs unfamiliar to them. 
Other women served as volunteers. 
"Gray ladies ," so named because of the 
color of their a ttire, substituted for 
nurses who were in short supply. Many 
Fort Lauderdale women assisted the 
American Red Cross as volunteer 
drivers, as part of the process of 
transporting disabled soldiers to a 
hospital or home.34 

The hundreds of thousands of ser
vicemen who trained in the area had 
ai' Pnormous impact on Fort La uder-
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dale. The slowdown in tourism was 
more than compensated for by the 
influx of soldiers who occupied many 
empty tourist facilities. When military 
officials informed the city of an 
impending influx of thousands of 
United States Navy trainees in 1942, 
the Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Com
merce created a Military Affairs Coun
cil. Comprised of Fort Lauderdale's 
leading citizens, the council provided 

for the opening of the Fort Lauderdale 
Service Men's Center in October 1942. 
The center served not only soldiers in 
Fort Lauderdale, but also many thou
sands of other members of the armed 
forces stationed throughout Broward 
County and surrounding areas of 
southeast Florida. Robert Gore pro
vided his Pioneer Department Store 
building at Las Olas Boulevard and 
Southeast First A venue rent free to the 

Dooley's Yacht Basin and Dry Dock (above) on the south fork of New 
River was Fort Lauderdale's largest war contractor and produced a 
number of military vessels, including the army aircraft rescue vessel 
pictured below. 



council, which constructed a dance 
floor, library, large dining room, and 
lunch counter across 10,000 feet of 
unpartitioned floor space. An honor 
roll of the 5,536 Broward Countians 
serving in the armed forces during the 
war graced the front of the center. In 
its new incarnation, the facility 
became known as the "most beautiful 
service center in the United States."35 

The Fort Lauderdale Service Men's 
Center offered a daily fare of activities 
and benefits, ranging from mathemat
ics and dance classes to mending and 
altering "freshly laundered clothes."36 
Hundreds of volunteer women staffed 
the center, serving as hostesses daily 
and dance partners on Saturday 
nights . Weekly dances drew as many 
as 3,000 servicemen. According to 
August Burg hard, secretary of the Fort 
Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, 
two to three million men and women 
of the armed forces used the facility, 
described as the "busiest and happiest 
place in [wartime] South Florida," 
during its three years of operation.37 

From 4:00p.m. till curfew, members 
of the armed forces filled the sidewalks, 
bars, restaurants, and movie theaters 
of downtown Fort Lauderdale. In this 
milieu, downtown bars "reaped a vast 
harvest, being crammed from open
ing to closing."38 The Deck, a bistro 
that stood on the north bank of New 
River just east of the Andrews Avenue 
bridge, was especially popular with 
servicemen. 39 

Another side of civilian life in 
wartime Fort Lauderdale was repre
sented by government restrictions and 
bureaucracy. With thousands of mil
itary personnel flocking to Fort Laud
erdale in 1942, the federal government 
quickly closed the area's bordellos. The 
city imposed early closing hours in 
bars where formerly there were none. 
The War Price and Rationing Board 
issued War Ration books out of city 

fort Lcud•rdale Servic• Men' a r 
C•nt•r. f'or1 Laud~rdllle. Fla. · 
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hall. Authorities enthusiastically 
enforced a rigid midnight curfew. 
Gambling continued, but on a much 
more modest scale. Many of the more 
elaborate clubs closed while several 
bookies and a few downtown joints 
continued to operate. Automobile 
driving was limited by the rationing 
of tires and gasoline. Fort Lauderdale 
businessman Moe Katz remembered 
the restrictions, especially those 
governing gasoline and rubber (tire) 
rationing. "Herbert McCann (Mayor of 
Fort Lauderdale from 1941-1942) was 
finally selected by the president and 
put in charge of tire rationing. You 
could not get any tires unless you got 
them through his office in Jackson
ville," Katz noted, and, "You couldn't 
get gasoline without going to the city 
hall. You couldn't even get an automo
bile for the love of money."40 Some
times, gasoline stations expended their 
fuel allotments before the month was 
up, resulting in a dry spell for several 
days. This prospect threatened to place 
a damper over Christmas activities in 
1943, causing the Fort Lauderdale 
Daily News and Evening Sentinel to 
observe, on December 21, that "By 
nightfall, the county as well as Fort 
Lauderdale and other cities will be 
without gasoline for any but the most 
essential driving.41 With easier access 
to fuel, the municipal bus system 
operated at capacity while maintain
ing a regular schedule.42 

The city's police, who were expected 

to assist their military counterparts, in 
addition to dispatching their own 
responsibilities, were hampered by 
personnel shortages. Twenty-five or 
thirty local policemen were called on 
to police 3,000 servicemen on occasion. 
Compounding the difficulties of the 
understaffed police were occasional 
pranks by servicemen. In one instance, 
enrollees in the naval training school 
at the Tradewinds Hotel, playful after 
spending several hours in downtown 
night spots, decided to make East Las 
Olas Boulevard impassible to automo
biles on their return to the hotel. 
Accordingly, they collected garbage 
cans, flower pots, lawn chairs, and 
other available objects from the resi
dences along their homebound route, 
and scattered them along the streets. 
When their military superiors learned 
of the prank, the entire student body 
was forced to replace every item used 
to trash Las Olas Boulevard.43 

The Tradewinds was but one of 
many hotels and housing facilities 
that accommodated members of the 
armed forces. The United States Navy 
took over seventeen cottages in nearby 
Mooney Point for servicemen and their 
families. Several downtown hotels and 
apartments housed soldiers. The New 
River Inn was especially popular for 
visiting servicemen from surrounding 
areas. For their part, denizens of 
private homes and even tourist facil
ities welcomed soldiers as their guests 
for holiday meals.44 

Wartime postcard showing the Fort Lauderdale 
Service Men's Center, one of the city's most popular 
locations. 

Interior view of the Service Men's Center, showing 
visiting servicemen and volunteer hostesses (photo 
courtesy of Fort Lauderdale Historical Society). 
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Military personnel in Fort Lauder
dale had, in effect, become the "new" 
tourists; their presence, along with the 
military facilities and installations in 
the area, provided employment for 
many residents of Fort Lauderdale. 
Servicemen's relatives and friends 
who visited Fort Lauderdale, as well 
as some tourists who continued to visit, 
enabled the city to maintain a "sketchy 
sort of tourist economy throughout the 
war."45 Fort Lauderdale, in fact, con
tinued to promote tourism, seemingly 
oblivious at times to the extraordinary 
situation of which it was a part. As 
late as 1943, Mayor N.B. Cheaney 
averred that Fort Lauderdale was 
"definitely not taken over by the 
services."46 Moreover, "Our beach is as 
free as ever for your use during all 
daylight hours."47 In the same year, 
the city announced that the tourist 
season had been extended to May 1, 
because of the "unabated demand for 
accommodations in April."48 News
papers in many parts of the nation 
carried this information.49 

Some elements of wartime Fort 
Lauderdale differed little from peace
time in their operations. Schools 
maintained a regular schedule, as did 
the churches, which also remembered 
the armed forces in their services. 
Ser~ice clubs continued to meet, but 
their community-uplift projects cen
tered on war-supported activities.5o 

The dark months of 1942 and early 
1943 were followed by outbursts of joy 
and displays of patriotism such as that 
surrounding the long-awaited Allied 
invasion of Hitler's Fortress Europe on 
D-Day, June 6, 1944. The Fort Laud
erdale Daily News and Evening Sen
tinel reported on D-Day that "from the 
early hours of this morning throughout 
the entire day radios in the business 
district and throughout the residential 
sections were blaring as they probably 
never blared before. Many persons who 
heard the news early hurried to the 
telephone and called their neighbors 
... many breakfasts grew cold as all of 
Fort Lauderdale listened tensely to 
'ringside' reports of the progress of the 
attack."5I On the evening of June 6, 
1944, Fort Lauderdale's churches held 
special prayer services.52 

Fort Lauderdale and Broward Coun
ty's financial support of the war effort 
consistently exceeded the goals estab
lished for them. In October 1943, Brow
ard County raised $600,000 beyond its 
quota of $2,000,000 in the Third War 
Bond drive. New loan drives were 
accompanied by parades and other 
enthusiastic displays of support. The 
business community was especially 
supportive of these campaigns. Soon 
after D-Day, the Broward Bank and 
Trust Company placed an advertise
ment in the Fort Lauderdale News and 
Evening Sentinel for the "Fifth War 

This booklet, prepared by order of 
the Florida Legislature, was one 
of a series of state and local pub
lications issued during the war to 
encourage tourism, agriculture, 
industry, and new residents. 
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Coast Guardsmen march down Andrews Avenue in the October 1944 
Navy Day parade (photo courtesy ofR. L. Landers). 

Loan" campaign. The advertisement 
exhorted the community to "Buy 
Bonds - Back the Attack!"53 Many 
retail outlets included in their adver
tising copy a fervent request to support 
the American Red Cross in its war
relief activities. The community also 
supported scrap metal and paper 
drives with enthusiasm, while it stol
idly endured the disappearance, "for 
the duration (of the war)," of nylon 
stockings, lipstick, and sliced bread. 

In a fashion similar to communities 
throughout the United States, Fort 
Lauderdale received the news of the 
death of President Franklin D. Roose
velt on April 12, 1945, with "stunned 
silence."55 Roosevelt's lengthy, visible, 
and highly personal presidency and 
his wartime role as commander-in
chief had elevated him to the status 
of an icon among the American people. 
An accomplished sailor and fisher
man, Roosevelt had visited Fort Laud
erdale on several occasions, beginning 
in the 1920s. His last visit came in 1941. 
In the aftermath of his death, "people 
stood on avenues in small groups [in 
the downtown section] and talked 
quietly about the tragedy, many of 
them still unable to believe the 
Commander-in-Chief had died."56 

thanksgiving in the hearts of the 
citizens."57 VE Day also meant the 
immediate end of the brownout (a 
partial nightly blackout of the city); 
closing of bars and liquor stores for 
twenty-four hours; and church services 
at 8:00 p.m. In the aftermath of VE 
Day, the city remained an armed camp, 
as the war in the Pacific continued 
amid fears that a reeling Japan would 
fight to the last soldier. 58 

However, the sudden end of the war 
in mid-August 1945, following the 
destruction of the Japanese cities of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by American 
atomic bombs, unleashed an orgy of 
celebration in downtown Fort Lauder~ 

dale and elsewhere in the city. The Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening 
Sentinel pronounced the "City a Bed
lam as Happy Crowds Celebrate Vic
tory over Nipponese."59 Citizens 
jammed into the downtown sector, 
with the largest segment gathered at 
the intersection of Las Olas Boulevard 
and South Andrews Avenue, for "the 
most outstanding celebration in the 
history of the city." The VJ (Victory 
Japan) celebration drew "almost every 
automobile within a radius often miles 
of the city ... into the downtown area," 
and vehicles which had been stored in 
garages since shortly after the war 
began, appeared miraculously on the 
streets.6o 

Soon "hundreds of people swarmed 
behind flags, torches, and a hastily 
assembled American Legion Band to 
march through the business section of 
the city for hours before they staggered 
homeward completely exhausted."61 

Apparently oblivious to the commotion 
was a woman sitting on a bus bench 
at South Andrews Avenue and 
Northwest River Drive, "calmly read
ing a book."62 

The V J celebration at Port Ever
glades was even noisier than its 
downtown counterpart because ship 
personnel had tied down the whistles 
of every ship in the harbor so that their 
shrill screeching continued unabated 
for hours. Some ships' crews also fired 
volleys of pistol shells in the air63. The 
city's raucous celebration was well 
earned, for Fort Lauderdale, unlike 
most American cities, had experienced 
World War II at first hand, from the 
frightening submarine warfare off of 
its coastline to its role as host to 
numerous military training facilities 
and programs. 

Three weeks after Roosevelt's death, 
World War II ended victoriously for the 
United States and her allies in Europe. 
The Fort Lauderdale Police Depart
ment greeted the news of VE Day 
(Victory in Europe) by unleashing a 
siren that emitted four lusty blasts. 
"Beyond that victory signal," The Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News and Evening 
Sentinel noted, "there was little expres
sion of jubilation anywhere in the city 
as the joy was tempered by prayerful 

Unloading metal collected in a scrap drive into freight cars at Port 
Everglades. 
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BOMBERS 
OVER 

BROWARD 
NORTH PERRY AIRPORT DURING WORLD WAR II 

In 1939, Broward County was still 
recovering from the long depression 
brought on by the collapse of the early 
1920s' land boom, the 1926 and 1928 
hurricanes, and the 1929 stock market 
crash. The European war which broke 
out in September seemed far away, but 
it reached Broward's shores in 
December, when the German ship 
Arauca, pursued by the British cruiser 
Orion, attempted to escape by entering 
Port Everglades, where it was 
impounded for over a year. The war 
came even closer to the Broward 
County coast in the months imme
diately following Pearl Harbor, when 
German U-boats torpedoed Allied 
merchant ships off Florida's Atlantic 
seaboard and in the Gulf of Mexico. ' 
Florida would soon become deeply 
involved in the activities of war 
preparations. 

The state's good year-round flying 
weather, flat terrain, and surrounding 
waters made it a prime site for air and 
sea bases. Housing, schools, and 
amenities could also be provided for 
service personnel and their families.2 
Indeed, Florida's advantages had been 
recognized even before World War I, 
when the Pensacola Naval Air Station 
was established in 1914.3 In Dade 
County, the small Opa-locka airfield 
developed by aviation pioneer Glenn 
Curtiss and given by him to the U.S. 
Navy in 1931 for a reserve training 
base, became part of the Miami Naval 
Air Station during World War 11.4 

by Gerry Witoshynsky 

The pace of military preparedness 
had quickened noticeably even before 
the United States entered the war. In 
1939, Embry-Riddle Company in 
Miami, a flight training school, began 
a program for University of Miami 
men students, and later, women stu
dents were also enrolled.5 These stu
dents and many other women aviators 
would perform distinguished service 
during the war as instructors and ferry 
pilots for all types of planes transferred 
everywhere in the United States.6 

The December 7, 1941 Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor brought war 
planning to emergency status. Operat
ing municipal airfields were quickly 

commandeered for training, while new 
fields sprang up almost overnight in 
cow pasture and palmetto patch. The 
Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station, for 
example, was operational at the city's 
Merle Fogg Field within four months 
of its inception, and opened in October, 
1942. Two auxiliary sites were also 
built, one at Pompano and the other 
along West Prospect Road. 7 Port Ever
glades became the base of a navy boat 
facility, to assist the Fort Lauderdale 
NAS with air and sea rescue services, 
and to tow targets for bombing prac
tice. The huge Miami Naval Air Sta
tion was comprised ofthe main station 
at Opa-locka, plus Municipal, Master, 

One of a number of south Florida aviation facilities which can trace its 
origins to World War II, North Perry Airport was established on southern 
Broward County's pastureland as an auxiliary training field for the huge 
Miami Naval Air Station. As such, it played an important role in training 
navy fliers for the air war in the Pacific. In recognition of the historical 
significance of this site, the original operations building has been preserved 
and renovated. 

Gerry Witoshynsky is a founder and current president of the Pembroke 
Pines Historical Society and a former Broward County Historical 
Commissioner. "Bombers Over Broward" is the result of her in-depth 
research on the history of North Perry Air Jort and was first delivered as 
one of the Historical Commission's mt- 1thly history programs. The 
photographs accompanying this article an courtesy of the Pembroke Pines 
Historical Society. Mrs. Witoshynsky and the Pembroke Pines Historical 
Society are interested in locating any additional information pertaining 
to North Perry's World War II history. Anyone having photographs, recol
lections, documents, or information on the whereabouts of veterans who 
were at North Perry during the war is urged to contact the Broward County 
Historical Commission. 



Henry D. Perry, c.1960. 

North Perry, South Perry, Forman, 
and Davie fields.s Statewide, there 
were approximately one hundred air
field installations.9 

The many dairy farm pastures along 
the fringes of the Everglades in south
east Florida were ideal for military 
airfields. The land was level, mostly 
cleared, and sparsely populated.IO The 
farmers would either rent or sell 
acreage that could quickly be devel
oped into auxiliary training sites. 
Some areas of the fields were still used 
as pastures, so there was no loss of the 
dairy products needed for the huge 
surge in population created by the 
influx of servicemen.u 

South Broward pioneer Henry D. 
Perry had started his dairy west of 
Hallandale, north and south of Pem
broke Road, in 1923. He acquired at 
least 1,200 acres , and at one time 
grazed 1,500 cows. I2 The navy rented 
from him what would become South 
Perry Field, paying $400.00 a year for 
the 400-acre parcel. The site was 
opened October 28, 1940, and consisted 
of a grass emergency landing strip 
with no buildings. Later, North Perry 
Field was purchased from Perry 
through condemnation proceedings. 
The price paid was $25,276.00 for 640 
acres -one square mile.13 According 
to n avy archives , the field was com
missioned by July, 1943, with the U
shaped Operations Building serving as 
a bunk room, cafeteria, and a minor 
radio repair shop. A three-story section 
served as the control tower. The per
sonnel assigned to the field were 
support for the trainees flying in from 
the main base at Miami.14 

~hrth Perry had an unusual wagon-
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View of the North Perry runway as it appeared during the war, as seen 
from an incoming plane. 

wheel configuration of runways, as did 
Forman Field in Davie. The runways 
were marked with aircraft carrier 
dimensions so the pilots could learn 
how to land on an 800-to-900-foot long 
carrier deck.l5 On an into-the-wind 
approach, the planes would land with 
flaps down, nose up, tail wheel drag
ging, and at stall speed.l6 

World War II photographs taken at 
North Perry Field show Grumman 
Wildcats and AT-11 Kansans, as well 
as the wagon-wheel runways. Avenger 
torpedo bombers most likely used the 

field as well, and the SNJ trainer, 
called the AT-6 Texan by the other 
services, flew in and out.J? 

The Wildcats and later Hellcats and 
the Avenger planes were all designed 
by the Grumman Corporation and 
built by that company and by a divi
sion of General Motors. They were the 
major aircraft carrier fighter bombers 
used by the navy until late in the war. 
The Avengers had engines of between 
1,700 and 1,900 horsepower and 
weighed 18,250 pounds loaded. Wing
span was fifty-four feet, and its fusel-

Aerial view of the North Perry runways, showing "wagonwheel" 
configuration. 



Grumman F4F Wildcat carrie r fighters at North Perry during World War 
II. 

North Perry operations building, c.1950s, with cattle pasture behind 
row of trees in background. 

age length was forty feet. The Avenger 
could carry a bomb load of 2,000 
pounds, and was equipped with .30 and 
.50 caliber machine guns. Top airspeed 
was 275 miles per hour. Armor plating 
around the cockpit saved many a pilot, 
crew, and plane from destruction. The 
faster and more maneuverable Japa
nese Zeroes could not withstand the 
American aircraft's heavy gunfire. 
What the American planes lacked in 
performance early in the war was 
made up by the training of the pilot 
and the endurance of the planes, and 
many a pilot's skills were honed in the 
skies over Broward County. 

The F4F Wildcat was one of the most 
important naval fighters in the early 
war years. It represented one of the 
first steps up from bi-planes to mon-

oplanes. It had a 1,200 horsepower 
engine and folding wings, as did the 
Avenger, and its landing gear re
tracted into the fuselage. Wingspan 
was thirty-eight feet, length was 
twenty-eight feet, nine inches, and 
when loaded it weighed 7,952 pounds. 
The Wildcat's armament consisted of 
200 pounds of bombs or torpedoes and 
six machine guns. Airspeed was 330 
MPH. The later F6F Hellcat was an 
improvement on the Wildcat, and 
12,000 were produced in a three-year 
period.lB 

Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station 
was a major base for the TBM Aven
gers.l9 Future President George Bush 
was stationed at the base for advanced 
training in torpedo bombing, and 
received his wings before his nine-

teenth birthday.20 
Ensign George Gay, the famous 

"sole survivor" of Torpedo Squadron 
Eight that was wiped out at the June 
4, 1942 Battle of Midway, trained at 
Opa-locka. After he recovered from his 
thirty-six hour ordeal in the water 
during the battle, he toured the U.S. 
as a hero, making speeches to sell war 
bonds, and visiting bases to cheer on 
fledgling aviators. He eventually 
became an instructor at Opa-locka. 
Ensign Gay recalled a particularly 
memorable experience while serving in 
that capacity. The "outlying field" he 
mentions was probably either North 
Perry or Forman Field: 

Early in my tour here, I nearly 
'bought the fa rm,' as they say. I 
was flying in an SNJ up to an 
outlying field north of Opa-locka 
to observe my charges during 
fie ld ca rrier landings . I was 
tooling along at 4,000 feet and 
feeling fine. I began to think how 
long it had been since I had an 
airplane on its back, and decided 
to get some of the cobwebs out 
of my system. I looked at the 
altimeter, and then looked over 
the side. I climbed to 5,000 feet. 
After looking that over, I climbed 
to 6,000 feet. I decided to start 
with a nice, easy roll. Everything 
was beautiful until I got on my 
back and the nose started down 
just a little too much. Being 
accustomed to that big TBF, I 
pushed the nose up too much and 
stalled the right wing. On an SNJ 
the right wing will stall a split 
second before the left one, and 
it's enough to cause violent reac
tions. When I quit gyrating, I was 
headed straight down. I had not 
forgotten all of this- !just didn't 
remember it. I pulled out right 
over the treetops, going like a bat 
out of hell. That got me mad, so 
I went back up and kicked the 
devil out of that plane. I guess 
I shouldn't have taken it out on 
the airplane, but I had to prove 
to myself that I could do it.2I 

Later in his book, Ensign Gay wrote 
about the low level flying he called 
"legalized flat hatting"- flying every
where at tree or housetop level, and, 
over the ocean, nicking the waves with 
the ~ropellors. The farmers frequently 
complained to the base commanders 
abo·1t their cows being scared and 
stampeded. However, Mrs. Annabel 
Pe1 ty, Henry's wife, recalled that their 
an: mala eventually became immune to 
the noise and would only look up in 
curiosity as the planes flew above their 
pastures.22 With more than a dozen 
bases in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale 
area, several squadrons could be in the 
air at one time, with the roar of engines 
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Detail of a 1944 aeronautical chart 
of south Florida, showing bomb- _ -
ing ranges and military installa- ~ 
tions in Broward and Palm Beach-_ 
counties and the surrounding 
areas (map courtesy of George 
Cordes, Clewiston Museum). 
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a fact oflife, day and night. The ocean, 
Lake Okeechobee, and many sections 
of the Everglades, including what is 
now C.B. Smith Park in Pembroke 
Pines, were used as bombing ranges.23 
Gunnery schools were established at 
Riverside Military Academy in Holly
wood, on the Dade-Broward line north 
of Opa-locka, and late in the war, at 
North Perry Air Field.24 With the high 
number of flights, many planes 
crashed, and to this day wrecks are 
found in remote areas of the Ever
glades, and old bombs are hooked by 
fishermen. 25 

With its massive production and 
manpower training capacity, Ameri
ca's stunning early losses of territory, 
ships, planes and personnel were 
overcome, and victory was assured. 
After the war ended dramatically 
when the U.S. dropped two atomic 
bombs on Japan in August, 1945, 
many military airfields were retained 
in Florida for some time. A tragic 
occurrence of Broward's post-wartime 
period was the mysterious loss of five 
Avengers with fifteen crew members 
on December 5, 1945. The planes flew 
out over the Atlantic from Fort Laud
erdale on a routine training mission, 
and for reasons still not fully under-
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stood, disappeared without a trace. The 
"Lost Flight" has since become a chief 
element in the "Bermuda Triangle" 
legend.26 

Accounts of wartime Fort Lauder
dale and Hollywood tell of community 
efforts to entertain the military 
members in their leisure hours -
Broward County was a good posting, 
and the fine times enjoyed by the train
ees were a major factor in the post-war 
population boom as many ex-service 
people returned to live permanently.27 

Fort Lauderdale Naval Air Station 
reverted to the county, when no longer 
needed, eventually becoming Fort 
Lauderdale-Hollywood International 
Airport. The West Prospect Road field 
is now Executive Airport, and Pom
pano Field is a general aviation fa
cility. Thanks to pioneer Davie dairy
man Hamilton M. Forman, Forman 
Field became the South Florida Edu
cation Center, containing Nova Uni
versity, Broward Community College 
Central Campus, Nova High School, 
Nova Middle School, and Nova, 
Blanche Forman and Eisenhower 
Elementary Schools.28 Davie Field was 
returned to the Forman family. 

South Perry was again used as 
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pasture for awhile, and later became 
part of the City of Miramar, which 
incorporated in 1955. North Perry was 
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now operates as a busy general avi
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IN THE 'GLADES 
Prof. C. B. Cory Tells About 

What He Saw In The Everglades 

Reprinted from The Tropical Sun 
Thursday, May 23, 1895. 

II 

II 
II Among the late-lingering tourists in 

this city is Prof. C.B. Cory, of Boston, 
Mass., who has been here in Florida 
since the early days of winter, most of 

!
w.! the time at Lake Worth and in the game 

lands of the lower East Coast country, 
!I the New River region, the Biscayne 
II Bay section and in the Everglades 

themselves. In these days it is quite 
unusual to find a man who combines 
with a genuine love of nature and a 
passion for sports afield learning, 
culture, wealth and leisure. But Profes
sor Cory presents this combination in 
a way at once practical and attractive. 
He is well-born, well-bred, educated, 
possessed of ample means, and is a 
thorough naturalist. The greater por
tion of his 38 years has been devoted 
to the study of birds, animals and 
fishes , and he is the author of a dozen 
or more works on natural history. His 
knowledge of this subject is the result 
oflife out of doors and personal contact 
for many months at a time with the 
denizens of the forest in nearly every 
country on the face of the globe. 

At present he h as in preparation a 
book on the birds, animals and fish of 
Florida, and it was with a view to 
" rounding up" his information on 
these subjects that he went on a long 
hunting expedition in the lower penin
sular region last winter and spent 
se-·l'ral months among the Seminole 
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Professor Charles B. Cory, photo
graphed with a panther killed in 
the Everglades of today's Brow
ard County, 1895 (photo from 
Hunting and Fishing in Florida). 

Indians in the Everglades and the area 
lying east and north of them. He made 
the Hotel Royal Poinciana at Palm 
Beach a basis of operations and a 
source of supply, and from there 
explored most of the country in the 
Lake Worth, New River and Biscayne 
Bay regions, even into the depths of 
the Everglades. To a few of his friends 
grouped about him on the porch of the 
Hotel Cordova a night or two ago Mr. 
Cory talked most entertainingly of his 
experience in the forest, and among the 
Indians, and subsequently gave his 
permission for the publication of 
portions of the story. 

I was anxious, said the naturalist, 
to procure an Indian guide, for I knew 
of no white man who had a thorough 
knowledge of the Everglades region; 
and, besides this, I wanted to obtain 
some photographs of living wild 
animals, and I knew of no one who 
could aid me better than an Indian. 
Taking with me as guide and part 
companion, part "handy man," my old 
acquaintance, John Davis (who, by the 
way, is by far the best guide to be had 
in South Florida), I went directly to 
New River, about forty-five miles south 
of Palm Beach and found there a 
number of Indians in camp, but it was 
only after being several weeks in their 
vicinity that they became at all 
friendly with me. 



From his youth, Charles Barney Cory, heir to a silk and wine fortune, used his wealth and leisure time to 
indulge in his love for hunting, fishing, and studying wildlife, eventually earning a reputation as one of America's 
leading naturalists and an authority on the wild birds of the Caribbean. In 1877, Cory first visited Florida, attracted 
by the state's climate, recreational opportunities, and plentiful wildlife. He took up winter residence in 1885, and, 
nine years later, followed the F.E.C. Railway to Palm Beach, where he divided his time between the high society 
life of the resort hotels and hunting and fishing in the surrounding wilderness. Using specimens collected in the 
field, he opened the Florida Museum of Natural History opposite Henry Flagler's Palm Beach Inn (later The Breakers). 
The museum was in operation from 1895 to 1903, and became one of Palm Beach's most popular attractions. 

Cory's incursions into the wilderness during his first winter in Palm Beach took him to the Hillsboro River, 
New River, and Everglades regions of present-day Broward County, and brought him into close contact with the 
Seminole Indians. This account of that expedition was written by the St. Augustine correspondent for the Jacksonville 
Metropolis and reprinted in the West Palm Beach Tropical Sun. The following year, Cory published an expanded 
account of his experiences and observations as a book, Hunting and Fishing in Florida. The photos accompanying 
this article are from the collection of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society, and several are reproduced from Hunting 
and Fishing in Florida, a copy of which is available in the society's library. 

Indians, as a rule, do not like white 
men. They are naturally jealous of the 
way in which their country is being 
settled up, and they are beginning to 
notice that game is not as abundant 
as it once was. Indians do not like to 
talk about themselves, and it was 
only after camping and hunting with 
them for several weeks that they would 
talk freely of their manners and 
customs. The usual dress of an Indian, 
when in the woods, consists of a cotton 
shirt and a bright-colored turban. 
Some wear leggings of deer skin. 
These are usually dyed a pretty 
brownish-red color, with an infusion of 
mangrove bark. 

Nowadays the younger Indians put 
on more clothes when they visit a town. 

A few wear an ordinary suit of cheap 
clothes, but they are the exception. The 
usual full dress of a young Indian dude 
consists of a bright colored turban, a 
cotton shirt of various colors and 
wonderful construction, a vest and a 
watch chain. This, with a pair of 
leggings and moccasins, or even shoes, 
completes the outfit. At times the 
turban is replaced with a hat. 

The squaws wear calico dresses of 
various colors, usually frilled and 
ornamented with pieces of different 
colored calico. Their ornaments consist 
of strings of colored beads worn about 
their necks and silver coins, which are 
fastened to the dress about the neck 
and breast. They also wear rows of 
very thin round pieces of silver made 

from 10-cents pieces hammered very 
thin until they are about the size of 
a 25-cent piece. 

The squaws do much of the work in 
the fields. They chop wood and take 
care of the camp work; but the men 
work in clearing up new fields. They 
cut down trees and "clear" a hammock 
for planting. 

As I said before, the Indians are 
becoming alarmed at the ever
increasing number of white men, who 
every year penetrate further and 
further into their hunting grounds. 
They usually discourage any overtures 
of friendship . As a rule they will not 
talk of their hunting grounds or hunt 
with you. The older Indians (some of 
whom fought in the last Seminole War) 

Seminole Indian men, 1890s, wearing a mixture of 
traditional and white man's clothing, as described 
by Cory. 

Seminole Indian women, 1890s. Note ornamental 
silver disks hammered from coins and sewn to their 
clothing. 
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Robert Osceola (photo from Hunt
ing and Fishing in Florida). 

object to the younger ones making 
friends with the white people; and only 
a few of the younger generation care 
to risk the displeasure of the old-timers. 
At first, none of the Indians would 
hunt with me except one, by name 
Tom-a-lusky. Tom agreed to go with me 
at a salary of$1 per day, and promised 
to join me in camp the following week, 
but he did not materialize, and later 
I learned that he had gone away 
hunting with some of the older men. 

Gradually they became less re
served, and then "Bill" Freman, the 
old guide and hunter of Biscayne Bay, 
told Osceola that I was "all right" and 
"did not want to homestead land," 
Robert Osceola agreed readily to guide 
me to a place where Tom Tiger had 
seen fresh panther tracks in the 
cypress the day before. After this it was 
easy sailing, and I became well 
acquainted with Osceola (Gart-sum-a
tel-e-kee), during our hunt and after
wards visited his camp and met a 
number oflndians, all of whom (except 
Old Tommy) were friendly and willing 
to hunt with me. This, perhaps, was 
brought about by my success in curing 
the toothache for Osceola's squaw and 
in curing a bad finger for Old Charlie, 
who had cut off the end of it while 
making a "soffkee" spoon. 

They gave me fresh eggs and sweet 
potatoes and pumpkins, and were as 
friendly as possible. On one occasion 
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Everglades guide John Davis 
(photo from Hunting and Fishing 
in Florida). 

THE SOFKEE-SPOON. 

I camped a week, traveling about and 
hunting with Robert Osceola and Tom 
Tiger; and the squaw and children of 
the former were in the party. As we 
moved camp every day I was enabled 
to form some idea of their manner 
of living. 

The Indians raise sweet potatoes, 
corn, pumpkins and maize. The women 
gather the "coontie" root and make 
quantities of"coontie," a kind of starch 
which is very palatable. The "coontie" 
plant grows plentifully in the pine 
lands of South Florida. During March 
the men kill a number of deer, the flesh 
of which is smoked and then dried in 
the sun, and saved for summer use. 

A favorite dish with them is what 
I called soffkee, a kind of broth made 
sometimes from ground corn and grits, 
and sometimes from coontie and grits . 
They sit about the pot and pass a 
soffkee spoon from one to another, 
each drinking a spoonful of the mix
ture in turn. The "soffkee" spoon is a 
large wooden spoon which the Indians 
manufacture. 

An Indian always builds a camp fire 
by placing the ends of a number oflogs 
together and arranging them like the 
spokes of a wheel. The fire is lighted 
in the center, and, as the logs burn 
slowly away, they are pushed up 
towards the center again. When it is 
desirable to extinguish a camp fire it 
is done by simply drawing the logs 
back a few inches, and the fire soon 
dies out; but it may be relighted again 
with little trouble. 

Contrary to the general idea the 
Indians have no antidote for snake 
poison. I have asked many different 

Seminole woman cooking over "star" or "wagonwheel" fire described 
by Cory. 
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wards shot by the hunter, who follows 
the float which is attached to the spear 
or harpoon, and fires at the animal as 
it shows its head from time to time. 

Manatees are at times very timid and 
shy and then they are very [word 
missing] to approach. They grow to an 
immense size. A not unusually large 
one will weigh a thousand pounds. The 
flesh is much liked by the natives. It 
somewhat resembles coarse beef. 

Nearly all of the Indians have 
permanent camps, sometimes two or 
three. These usually consist of pal
metto shanties in a clear field. Robert 
Osceola has a camp on New River and 
another on Cypress Creek. Tom-a
luska, Old Tommy, Old Charlie, and 
his son, Jack Charlie, all have camps 
on Upper New River also, but he has 
deserted it now. 

Professor Cory with black bear such as those hunted near Hillsboro 
Inlet in 1895 (photo from Hunting and Fishing in Florida). 

The great annual festival is called 
the Green Corn Dance, which takes 
place during the "little moon in June," 
usually the second week. Indians come 
from all about, from the unknown 
islands of the Everglades, and even a 
few from the Big Cypress. They get 
together and eat green corn, dance and 
drink wyome (whisky). The dancing 
lasts four or five days, but it is inter
mittent, and most of it is done on the 
first day. The women tie seven dry 
turtle shells, containing stones or 
beads, to each leg and stamp about, 
keeping time with the dancers. It is 
claimed that they beat a skin drum, 
but this is denied by some Indians. 
None of the men are permitted to eat 
green corn before this festival, which 
seems to be of semi-religious character, 
but the women and children eat it 
whenever they get a chance - at least 
some do. One Indian said to me, "One 
white man tell me eat green corn now. 
You eat urn?" I said, "Yes, me like urn 

ones and have always received the 
same answer. Osceola remarked: 
"Injun die all same white man." 

During the winter months many of 
the Indians devote their time to trap
ping otters and killing alligators, the 
skins of which they sell. Later many 
of them hunt and kill "plume birds" 
in spite of the Florida laws in force 
against the practice. In spring they 
burn the flat woods to attract the deer 
and turkeys, which often seek such 
places and eat the young and tender 
grass. In February and March they 
clear and plant the fields. An Indian 
kills large numbers of deer and turkeys 
but rarely tries to kill a panther. Old 
Charlie says: "Panther scratch too 
much no like urn!" 

A bear is esteemed as a great prize. 
Three or four are usually killed near 
Hillsboro Beach every spring. The 
Indians do not hunt them with dogs, 
as we do, but finding a fresh track 
leading to some thick hammock a 
dozen of them will hunt for him and 
perhaps "jump" him. During the turtle 
egg season in June bears are not 
uncommon on the beach in many 
locations. 

In the "Big Cypress" and south of 
the Everglades wolves are still com
mon. The Indians say they are usually 
black. Osceola once caught two little 
wolves alive, but they soon died. He 
said: "Wolf, me know urn. One time one 
say wow; show teeth; me shoot urn; 
then find tookelin (two) littily bit 
wolves; me take urn camp; no eat; me 

smash urn heads on tree." 
Occasionally a party of Seminoles go 

to New River to kill a manatee. These 
animals are common at times in 
several of the rivers, where they go to 
feed on "Manatee" grass; but they are 
wanderers and are more often found 
in salt water than in fresh during the 
winter months. Most of the Indians 
hunt them in canoes, sometimes half 
a mile from the shore when the ocean 
is calm. The manatee is seen rising to 
the surface, and is speared, and after-

Indians hunting manatee from canoe (photo from Hunting and Fishing 
in Florida). 
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Title page of Hunting and Fishing in Florida, Cory's book 
about his experiences and observations in Florida, including 
his 1895 Everglades expedition. 

plenty." Whereupon he remarked, 
"Injun no eat urn now. Bymeby green 
corn dance, Injun eat urn." 

As a rule the Seminole Indians have 
but one wife; two of them have two 
wives - Old Doctor and Old Charlie. 
Both of them were presented with an 
extra wife for some praiseworthy act. 
What Old Charlie did I do not know; 
but Old Doctor was allowed to take 
unto himself a second wife for killing 
"Nigger Jim." Nigger Jim was a half
breed, a son of Key West Billy; and Mr. 
Jim, uncier the influence of bad whis-
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key and disappointment at being 
refused the hand of a fair Indian maid, 
commenced shooting with a Winches
ter and killed several Indians before 
Old Doctor dropped him in his tracks. 

Many of the Indians now keep hens 
and pigs. The latter they take about 
with them when they move about from 
place to place, a squaw usually leading 
them by a rope. 

I once asked Old Charlie who made 
the shell mounds. He said, "Long time 
ago other Indians come in canoes, eat, 
play ball." 

Professor Cory showed the corres
pondent a list of Indian words, which 
he has prepared for publication in his 
forthcoming work on Florida. Among 
them were the following, which he 
allowed your correspondent to copy: 

Uncar ........................... . yes 
Hick-os-chee ........... . ......... .. no 
Tuck-e-luck-ee ......... ......... bread 
E-cho ... . .. . .. ............. .. .. .. deer 
Che-loc-kah ..................... horse 
Lucosee ........... .. ... ...... ... bear 
Pennywah ..... . ......... ...... turkey 
Os-Kay .. ..... . ...... ............ rain 
0 -e-Wah .. ........ . ... .. . ... . ... water 
Cir-cus-jay .............. ..... . .. gone 
Efar .... .. .. . .... . ............... . dog 
Hal-pa-lah .................. alligator 
A-bass-wah ........ ............ bread 
Soff-kee ......................... soup 
Ojus .. . . .... .. .. ... ............ plenty 
Hollowaugus ..................... bad 
Humbugis .................... ... food 
Catsa .................. ... ... panther 
Hiepus ......... ..... .... . .. . ...... go 
Klamen ........... .. ................ 1 
Tookelin ............................ 2 
Toceenin ........................ ... . 3 
Shetaskin ........ . .............. . ... 4 
Sarkepin .... ........ . .. ............. 5 
Eparkin ....... ............... .. .... 6 
Colorparkin .. ....................... 7 
Senarparkin ..... . .... .............. 8 
Ostherparkin ....................... 9 
Parlin ............. ..... .... .. ..... 10 
In-nar-car-poor? .... What is the price? 
Si-arts-jay .................... I want. 
Che-mo-char .......... Have you any. 
Ti-tas-jare ................ Thank you. 
Fundlet .. ...................... tracks 
Klark-o-push-kee-mif-see-a ... shotgun 

The title of "professor" comes to Mr. 
Cory from the trustees of the Field 
Columbian Museum in Chicago, who 
some months ago elected him to a full 
professorship in the institution, where 
he frequently appears as a lecturer on 
natural history and kindred topics. He 
will spend the summer in Europe in 
company with his wife and two child
ren - a boy and a girl - starting from 
Boston early in June. 

- St. Augustine Cor. in 
Jackson ville Metropolis. 



WALTER REID CLARK 
Broward County's Legendary Sheriff: 

When one mentions the name of 
Walter Reid Clark to a long time Brow
ard County resident, the frequently 
defensive response usually includes an 
admonition that Clark was a generous 
man who was always willing to help 
the needy. Unfortunately, most current 
residents have never heard of the 

Sheriff Walter R. Clark, 1948. 

by William H. Kramer 

former Broward County sheriff unless 
they have encountered his name in 
occasional contemporary newspaper 
accounts which usually dwell either on 
Clark's alleged complicity in gambling 
operations and his resulting testimony 
before the Kefauver committee on 
organized crime or on his association 
with the county's only lynching.! In 
a county whose population has grown 
from less than 84,000 to well over 
1,000,000 people since his removal 
from office in 1950, Clark is rarely 
remembered as Broward's longest
serving chief law enforcement official 
or as a dedicated public servant who 
brought economic benefits to a region 
sunk in the mire of the Great 
Depression.2 

During the four and one-half terms 
that he served in office, from 1933 
to 1950, Walter R. Clark helped to 
shape the future of Broward County, 
but his formative period gave no 
indication of the prominence he would 
achieve in local, state, and even 
national politics while in office . 
Instead, his early life was marked by 
hardships and poverty.3 

Walter's parents, James W. and 
Annie Clark, nee Annie Miller, moved 
to the Fort Lauderdale area from 
Tampa in 1902. At that time Broward 
County had no corporate existence, 
forming part of huge Dade County 
which stretched from the southern tip 

of Biscayne Bay northward to the St. 
Lucie Inlet. Newlyweds seeking to 
make a living as farmers, the Clarks 
chose a homestead on New River about 
two miles west of the center of the 
nascent community of Fort Lauder
dale.4 Once cleared of pines and pal
mettoes, this location was ideal. 
Although no road reached the Clark 
property, New River served as a high
way to transport goods to and from 
town. A small ferry made the rounds 
every few days; all one had to do to 
signal the captain to stop was to raise 
a flag on a pole.5 

James Clark built a small but sturdy 
cabin right at the edge of the river. An 
unusual, but practical, feature in the 
design of the home was a door that 
opened directly onto the water from the 
kitchen. The door had a threefold 
purpose. It served as a sort of dock, 
allowing a person to board or disem-
bark from boats directly to or from the 
house. It a.lso provided a convenient 
means of disposing of garbage. Final
ly, it helped ventilate the kitchen, an 
especially important feature during 
the sweltering summer months. The 
Clarks lived in this home for twelve 
years, and it was here that the four 
Clark children began their existence as 
the sons of dirt poor parents.6 

Annie gave birth to her first son on 
December 11 , 1904. If not, as was later 
claimed, the first white boy born in 
what later became Broward County, 
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Sheriff Clark's parents, James W. (left) and Annie Clark. 

Brothers of Sheriff Walter Clark (left to right): 
Robert L. Clark, Howard Clark, and Frank Clark. 
Two of the three also served as law enforcement 
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officers, Robert as chief deputy in the Broward 
County Sheriff's Department and Frank as a 
Florida Highway Patrolman. 



Walter Reid Clark was certainl y 
among the firs t . Over the next six 
years , the Clarks had three more 
children, all boys. The second son, 
Robert Lee, was born on August 15, 
1906, the third son, Howard James, on 
August 11, 1908, and the fourth and 
final boy, Frank, on September 4, 
1910.7 During these years , the parents 
narrowly escaped tragedy in the near 
death of their first-hom son. One day 
young Walter, seeing the open door in 
the kitchen, crawled out the doorway 
and fell into the river. Fortunately, 
Annie was nearby and was able to pull 
th t toddler out of the water before he 
drowned. a 

In an effo r t t o supplemen t the 
meager income provided by their farm , 
James and Annie Clark tried their 
hands at a number of jobs in the tiny 
Fort Lauderdale settlement. Annie, an 
excellent cook, opened a small restau-

Walter R. Clark held the office 
of Sheriff of Broward County 
from 1933 to 1950, longer than 
any of the county's ten other 
sheriffs. During his seventeen 
years in office, he became one of 
Broward's most powerful politi· 
cians. In a county pop ulated 
throughout its history chiefl y by 
"newcomers," Clark owed much 
of his popularity to the fact that 
he was a genuine pioneer. Born 
in Fort Lauderdale in 1904, Clark 
was widely believed and fre· 
quently proclaimed to be the 
"first white male child born in 
Broward County ." Actually, this 
claim appears to be somewhat of 
an exaggera tion. E ven discount· 
ing the possible births of white 
children in the settlements along 
the New River during the late 
eighteenth and nineteenth cen· 
turies, Beverly McQuarrie was 
known to have been born in Fort 
Lauderdale in 1902. 

N evertheless, Walt er Clark 
knew at first hand the hardships 
and uncertainties of pioneer life 
in the years when Fort Lauder· 
dale was little more than a front· 
ier village. This article traces the 
events of Clark 's life from his 
birth to his election as sheri{{, 
and analyzes how his pioneer 
background influenced his subse
quent career. 

Author William H. Kram er 
teaches social studies at Co ral 
Springs High School and is cur
rently working on a Ma sters 
Degree in His tory at Florida 
Atlantic University. This article 
is taken from the first chapter of 
his masters thesis, a biography 
of Walter R. Clark. 

Fort Lauderdale School class, 1910s. Walter Clark is in the back row 
at far right, with the initials "W.C." written above his head. 

rant or cafe on the edge of New River 
at the foot of Brickell Avenue during 
the first decade of the twentieth cen
tury, but this establishment did not 
remain open long, closing sometime 
before 1910. In later years, the young
est son , Frank Clark, recalled that his 
father had served as one of the first 
law enforcement officers in the Brow
ard County area, beginning a family 
tradition which would be followed by 
three of his four sons. James Clark also 
reportedly ran Fort Lauderdale's first 
moving picture show, probably Frank 
R. Oliver's Dade (later Lyric) Theater 
on Brickell Avenue, which opened in 
1910.9 Apparently none of these enter
prises proved tremendously successful, 
but they undoubtedly helped the fam
ily eke out a living when crops failed. 

Despite the poverty which encom
passed the Clark home, and the count
less chores which required help from 
even the smallest family members, 
James and Annie believed in the 
importance of education, in a day when 
compulsory school attendance was 
non-existent.lO Consequently, when 
Walter became old enough, they sent 
him to the Fort Lauderdale School, a 
concrete block structure on South 
Andrews Avenue which had only 
recently replaced the one-room wooden 
building which had served as the 
settlement's first school. Walter's 
brother Bob also attended this school 
for his first few years of educa
tion.ll When not attending school and 
when their chores were finished, the 
boys spent their time hunting and 
fishing. They would continue to enjoy 
these pastimes throughout their lives, 

although Bob would concentrate more 
on hunting. The untamed land around 
their home provided many adventures, 
as well as lessons in self-reliance, for 
the Clark boys. l2 

By early 1914, the family's fortunes 
had taken a tum for the worse. Despite 
long hours of backbreaking labor on 
his farm, and occasional outside jobs, 
James could not earn enough money 
to support a family of six.1a Friends 
and relatives suggested that he might 
have better luck in the Lake Okeecho
bee area , on land that had been 
partially drained through the recent 
opening of the North New River Canal, 
and was now open for settlement.l4 
After discussing the family's economic 
plight with Annie, James decided to 
move to the north end of the lake. He 
purchased a tract of land outside 
Okeechobee City and proceeded to 
construct a cabin there. The family 
packed their belongings and moved to 
their new home in late 1914.15 

This new home did not provide a 
great deal of comfort. Its dirt floor was 
cold in the winter, wet during the rainy 
season, and dusty during dry spells. 
But the muck lands near Lake Okee
chobee were rich and productive, and 
the family ' s fortunes quickly im
proved. James began to raise wild hogs 
along with his crops, and Annie grew 
her own vegetables in order to mini
mize living expenses. The family 
continued to maintain contact with 
Annie's brothers and sisters in Fort 
Lauderdale, a connection which would 
later prove beneficial.16 

For the next few years, the Clarks 
settled into a rather quiet routine, 
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Throughout his life, hunting and fishing were among 
Walter Clark's favorite pastimes. These scenes are from t h e 1940s. 

marked by the hard work and primitive 
surroundings of frontier life, but 
untroubled by the financial despera
tion which had characterized their last 
years in Fort Lauderdale. After help
ing establish the family farm, the two 
oldest boys started school once again, 
and younger brother Howard began to 
attend classes for the first time. During 
their free time, the father, Walter, and 
Bob often went hunting, although 
Howard preferred not to join them 
because he did not like to hunt. When 
not accompanying Bob, Walter often 
took h is youngest brother , Frank, 
fishing. On September 29, 1917, when 
Walter was not quite thirteen, a life
changing tragedy brought this idyllic 
existence to a shattering end. 

Early that Saturday morning , 
James Clark left the cabin to tend 
to his hogs and make the normal 
rounds of his farm. At the barn he 
saddled his horse, mounted, and rode 
into the brush. When he drew near the 
hogs he heard an awful commotion. 
One of his dogs had clamped down on 
a razorback, and, despite Clark's 
commands, refused to let go. Infuriated 
that the dog would not obey, James 
dismounted and attempted to separate 
the two animals forcibly. With his 
a ttentions focused on the two enraged 
animals , he never noticed the rattle
snake lying nearby. As he stepped 
toward the battle before him, the snake 
struck, sinking its fangs into the calf 
of his leg_17 

After the initial shock of being bitten 
h ad subsided, Clark had the presence 
of mind to put a tourniquet on his leg, 
eli m b back on his horse, and ride home. 
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When he arrived, Annie sent one of the 
boys into town to get the doctor and 
bring him back to the farm. The boy 
soon returned, but without the doctor, 
who, for an undisclosed reason, would 
not make the trip to the farm. Instead, 
a concerned citizen sent a car to the 
Clark farm to take James to the next 
nearest doctor, who lived forty miles 
away in Fort Pierce. James was lifted 
into the car and whisked to Fort Pierce 
at the greatest possible speed. Travel
ing over narrow, country roads, he 
arrived th ere early th at Saturday 
afternoon , but too la te for the doctor 
to help him _ts Friends in Fort Laud
erdale learned of his demise through 
a short notice in the Fort Lauderdale 
Sentinel.19 

Now, in addition to her grief, Annie 
Clark faced a serious economic prob
lem. She was not able to run the farm 
by herself and did not have enough 
money to hire help. Walter was not old 
enough to take over the farm work 
either. Fortunately, Annie's brothers 
and sisters in Fort Lauderdale urged 
her to return there, so that they could 
help. Sadly, she realized that she would 
have to sell her farm near Okeechobee, 
and, in late 1917, she moved her family 
back to Fort Lauderdale.2o 

Upon arrival, Annie and her four 
sons took up residence with her 
brother, Henry Miller, on his farm west 
of town.21 Within a short time, how
ever, Annie used the money from the 
sale of her Okeechobee farm to buy a 
two-story house on the corner of what 
is today Southeast Second Street and 
Second Avenue.22 At this time, Walter 
chose to drop out of school, believing 

that it was more important to work to 
help his mother support the family 
than to continue in the seventh 
grade.23 Mrs. Clark reluctantly agreed, 
although she insisted that her other 
sons remain in school. 

Despite Walter's willingness to help, 
Mrs. Clark realized that a thirteen
year-old boy's income would not be 
large enough to support the family . She 
began taking in boarders, and then 
conceived the idea of converting the 
first fl oor of her home into a diner. The 
h ouse was in an ideal location , near 
the center of Fort Lauderdale, which 
h ad grown considerably since 1915, 
when it had become the county seat 
of newly-created Broward County.24 
Mrs. Clark reasoned that she would be 
able to attract customers for breakfast 
as they passed her home while going 
to work, then serve them a lunch at 
noon, and then draw additional people 
from throughout town for a large 
dinner. With Walter's help, she was 
able to complete the conversion of the 
first floor of the house into a dining 
room within a few months.25 

Annie Clark's dream of establishing 
a successful business and thus keeping 
her family together was realized. For 
the next twenty years, her diner 
remained a popular eating spot in Fort 
Lauderdale, catering primarily to the 
town's working people. The price of a 
full breakfast was seventeen cents, and 
there were no complaints of skimping 
on the food. 26 If the price alone did not 
attract a customer, the aroma of 
cooking food that wafted out of the 
kitchen window next to the main 
sidewalk did. Mrs. Clark also left a tray - . 



of bacon by the window during break
fast hours as a final lure to those who 
walked by.27 Dinners were fifty cents, 
for all that one could eat. Many people 
from throughout Fort Lauderdale 
saved their money for weeks to enjoy 
one of these huge meals.2B 

Walter Clark worked with his mother 
full time during the first years of th e 
diner's existence. Most of this time he 
waited on customers while his mother 
cooked. His brothers also helped in the 
diner wh en th ey were h ome from 
school. During th e year s th at h e 
worked with his mother, Walter R. 
Clark began to develop a personal 
touch with the people. This particular 
skill would later aid him when he ran 
for office, and it became his trademark , 
once elected, to keep in close touch with 
the average citizen. Before long, the 
diner provided a comfortable living for 
the Clark family , and it soon became 
apparent that Walter would not have 
to work there full-time any longer. His 
mother agreed with him that he should 
now learn a trade. 

By 1920, Walter was working for Bert 
Lasher, who ran a small meat store 
next to the A&P grocery on what is 
today Southwest Second Street in Fort 
Lauderdale. Lasher was a colorful 
character who had appeared in silent 
movies filmed in Fort Lauderdale in 
the late 1910s, and later went on to run 
several Seminole Indian tourist attrac
tions. His store resembled a lean-to 
shack, supported on one side by the 
larger A&P building, rather than 
comprising an independent struc
ture.29 Inside, the butcher shop was 
strictly a no-frills affair, dominated by 
large meat display coolers. Here, 
Walter Clark learned how to dress 
various types of meat, but, because of 
his outgoing personality, he spent 
more time conversing with people who 
came there to do business. Thus he 
began to build a following which would 
become invaluable once he entered 
public life. Women from all over town 
came to the store to buy their beef, pork, 
and chicken. They knew that Clark 
would steer them away from inferior 
quality meats and direct them to 
superior products, and they knew that 
he would always show them the best 
buys.ao 

Undoubtedly, Clark had learned 
while working for his mother that 
people had long memories when they 
received poor food. Annie Clark also 
taught her son that a volume business 
was a successful business, a lesson 
that he learned well. In order to ensure 
that his customers returned again to 
do business, Clark developed the 
curious habit of placing his thumb 
underneath the scale's tray .31 His 
customers, both male and female, 
knew a good deal when they saw one. 
Word spread that Walter Clark at the 

The Clark home and Annie Clark's diner at Southeast 2nd Street and 
2nd A venue in downtown Fort Lauderdale. 

butcher shop "would take care of you" 
when buying meat. Clark's employ
ment at the store lasted until after the 
1932 election, when he assumed the 
office of Sheriff of Broward County. 

During the late 1920s, Clark became 
actively involved in the Croissant Park 
Christian Church . Besides regular 
attendance at the Sunday morning 
worship service, he also assumed a 
leadership position in the church when 
he began to teach young people in the 
Sunday school. Walter R. Clark was 
held in high esteem by members of the 
church. As his Sunday school super
intendent stated, "If there was a 
Christian young man in town, it was 
Walter Clark. Walter was as strait
laced as anyone could possibly be 
[sic.]."32 In early 1927, Clark married 
the former Avis Mae Mull, and on 
October 2 of the following year she 
gave birth to their only son, Curtis.33 
At this stage in his life, Walter R. Clark 
presented his Fort Lauderdale neigh
bors with a near perfect image as a 
Christian family man and as a church 
leader. 

Clark's exemplary image, along with 
his friendliness with people both at 
work and on the street, caused numer
ous friends to urge him to run for 
sheriff in the 1932 election, despite the 
fact that he had no background in 
either politics or law enforcement. Late 
one afternoon early in 1932, while 
returning home from the butcher shop, 
Clark stopped G. Harold Martin on the 
street to ask for some advice on the 
matter. Martin, four years older than 
Clark, was a successful lawyer, know
ledgeable in local politics, and was a 

fellow member of the Croissant Park 
Christian Church. "Harold," Clark 
began, "I need some advice. Some 
friends and a few politicians are urg
ing me to run for sheriff. As you know, 
I don't know anything about that 
office, but they say I can run it. What 
do you think?" After a moment of 
consideration, Martin responded that 
he thought Clark could run the office, 
but he cautioned Clark to "get a good 
professional lawman to run your office 
for you, and get a good secretary who 

G. Harold Martin, c.1930. 
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is honest to do the secretarial work. 
And get [the sheriffs office] out of the 
liquor business."34 With these words of 
wisdom fresh in his mind, Walter R. 
Clark returned home. Later that month 
he filed as a candidate for sheriff and 
began to organize his election 
campaign.35 

Broward County by 1932 was in the 
throes of the Great Depression which 
only intensified the economic stagna
tion begun by the collapse of the great 
economic and demographic boom of 
the mid-1920s. In 1920, the county had 
5,135 residents, and by 1930 that 
population had nearly quadrupled, to 
20,094.36 As the population grew, and 
the tourist trade, fueled by increased 
leisure time and availability of trans
portation on a national scale, flour
is hed , land prices skyrocketed. 
Throughout Florida, but especially on 
the peninsula's southeastern "Gold 
Coast ," feverish land speculation 
peaked during the summer of 1925. The 
colla pse of this financial house of cards 
the following year and the onset of a 
n a tionwide depression three years 
after that brought population growth 
a nd la nd development to a virtual 
standstill , as property values plum
meted. Broward County real estate tax 
assessmen t s in 1931 amounted to 
$6,173,640, while in 1932 they dropped 
to $5,616,500 .37 Many s pecul ator s 
simply walked a way from their real 
estate investments rather than pay the 
property tax on their land. The Fort 
Lauderdale Daily News reported that 
nearly two-thirds of th e county was to 
be put on the auction block on August 
1, 1932, in a delinquent tax sale.38 
This lack of revenue caused many 
county officials undeserved hardships, 
including non-payment of salaries and 
reductions in necessary services. One 
such service, the maintenance of 
prisoners in the county jail, nearly 
ended completely because of the lack 
of sufficient funds . Fortunately, 
county officials scraped togeth er 
enough money to maintain the jail 
temporarily until more funds could be 
appropriated.39 However, the difficul
ties faced by county office holders did 
not prevent an avalanche of entries for 
office as the 1932 primary elections 
approached. 

Eight men entered the r ace for 
sheriff on the first Democratic primary 
ballot of 1932.40 The acknowledged 
favorite was J. R. Barnes of Holly
wood, who had heavy political and 
financial backing from th e powerful 
Rogers and Morris law firm.4t This 
fi rm had supported severa l oth er 
county officials in successful cam
paigns prior to 1932. Barnes already 
h eld the county commission seat from 
the Hollywood district, and the support 
of Rogers and Morris gave him the 
edf"P in the con test for sheriff. 42 
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Barnes' chief opponent was incumbent 
Sheriff A. W. Turner, who had had the 
most experience in law enforcement of 
all the candidates. Turner had been 
Broward County's first sheriff, having 
been elected to that office in 1915, when 
the county was created. He had been 
removed from office by Governor Cary 
A. Hardee in 1922 for allegedly failing 
to enforce the gambling laws of the 
state, but was again elected to office 
in 1928.43 He was now fighting for his 
political life. Others in the multitude 
of sheriff candidates included William 
Budd, Brack Cantrell, Lucien Craig, W. 
M. Johnson, C. M. Moseley, and Walter 
R. Clark. Clark was a virtual political 
unknown, although he had received 
public recognition for being the "first 
white boy born in Broward County" 
during the 1931 River Revelry, a 
celebration of Fort Lauderdale's twen
tieth anniversary of incorporation44 
He used this recognition to his advan
tage during the campaign, by promot
ing himself as the "pioneer candidate" 
who would not make promises of any 
kind to anyone concerning distribution 
of deputies' jobs.45 On June 6, the 
decision was left to the voters . In a 
major upset, Clark received 861 votes 
to finish a surprising second to J. R. 
Barnes.46 

In the second primary to decide the 
Democra tic n omin ation for sheriff, 
Clark's campaign again pointed out 
his pioneer roots, but also placed new 
emphasis on his being an independent 

candidate "not controlled by any ring, 
faction , or clique," a not-so-subtle jab 
at Barnes, who was generally recog
nized as being the candidate of the 
powerful Rogers and Morris faction. 47 
Barnes countered by stating that he 
was the more experienced man, and 
proclaiming that he had "no strings 
or promises tied to his going into 
office."48 On the twenty-eighth of June, 
the matter was again decided by the 
voters, and again Clark won in an 
enormous political upset. The backing 
of Barnes by Rogers and Morris had 
divided Broward's electorate, and 
Clark's victory strongly signalled their 
desire for a politically unencumbered 
sheriff. In the November general 
election, Clark won a decisive victory 
over the Republican candidate, Joseph 
P. Moe, by nearly 1,000 votes, and 
began a political career that would last 
until the end of the following decade.49 

Walter R. Clark's humble origins 
gave no indication that he was des
tined to shape the political and eco
nomic future ofBroward County. Clark 
endured personal tragedy and hard
ships during his youth, but these 
circumstances shaped his develop
ment as a young man. More signifi
cantly for the history of Broward 
County, they also shaped his perfor
mance as county sheriff for seventeen 
years, through the crucial periods of 
the Great Depression, World War II, 
and postwar growth . 

Wa lter Cla rk with Mar ga r et Olive r a t the March 4, 1931 "River R evelry" 
celebration. Proclaimed th e " firs t white childre n born in Broward 
County," they w er e honored as " king" and "queen" of the celebration. 



WALTER R. CLARK 
Candidate for Sheriff 

Is not controlled by any ring, faction or clique. Nor is he connected 

with any other candidate. He has run a clean campaign. He has made 

no promises for the appointment of any one u deputy or to any other 

office. Your support 10 generously given on June 7th was appreciat

ed and it is again asked when you go to the polla tomorrow. 

I have spent my life here and know the needs and requirements of 

this county. 

(PoUtieal Ad PaJd !or by }'riead.s of Wa llf'r R. Cl arl.. l 

Election advertisement from the June 27, 1932 Fort Lauderdale Daily News. 
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OUTSTANDING DEVELOPMENT 
Reprinted from "The Gore Publications," 

Fort Lauderdale Daily News, Monday, December 1, 1930. 

Planting of 
470-Acre Area is 

Described Top New York Market 

Topping the New York market by 
a margin of from $1 to $1.50 per 
package, and at a minimum cost of 
production of the crop is a real achieve
ment. It is a performance which should 
appeal to the investor, the so-called 
"hard-headed" business man seeking 
to make more dollars through the 
investment of those which he has 
already accumulated. 

This brief epitome, however en
compasses concrete experience of 
growing and marketing oranges on 
the muck lands of the Florida Ever
glades, which up to a decade or so ago 
growers considered unfit for citrus 
culture. These concrete results may be 

confirmed by access to records of what 
has been done in the Davie section of 
the Everglades. 

Investments 

These results have already attracted 
substantial investment and the exten
sive planting of oranges and grapefruit 
on the muck soil of the Everglades by 
no less eminent horticulture authori
ties than Frank Stirling, former chief 
inspector of the Florida State Plant 
board, following many years exper
ience and observation in both Califor
nia and Florida. 

One of the most outstanding citrus 
developments on the muck lands of the 
Everglades at this time is the 470 acre 
planting of Flamingo Groves, Inc., 
which company began its development 
with a setting of 80 acres five miles 

west and a half mile north of Davie, 
in March 1927 with Floyd L. Wray as 
president and general manager and 
Frank Stirling as one of its substantial 
investors as vice president and super
intendent of planting operation. 

1 to 3 Years 
This project now embracing 470 

acres of oranges, mostly late Valencias 
and Lu Gim Gongs, ranging in the age 
from 1 to 3 years, presents an imposing 
picture of the citrus culture. The size 
and condition of the trees relatively 
surpass those of groves of twice the age 
on the sand and other soils of south 
Florida and with an expenditure ofless 
than half the usual cost of fertilizer. 

The original planting of80 acres has 
been substantially augmented by the 
setting of 390 acres more to the same 

Founded in 1926 by Hollywood realtors Floyd L. and Jane Wray and Davie horticulturist Frank Stirling, Flamingo 
Groves was a unique combination of commercial orange grove, real estate venture, and experimental citrus laboratory. 
Its growth and success during the succeeding decade illustrates the renewed importance of agriculture to Broward 
County during the Depression years. This article, describing the groves' operations, appeared in "The Gore Publica
tions," a 1930 special supplement to the Fort Lauderdale Daily News describing the area's commercial establishments 
and scenic attractions and aimed primarily at tourists. 

Modern readers may note several items of contemporary interest, including the suitability of south Florida for 
citrus culture, a subject which has attracted attention in the wake of devastating freezes in the central Florida 
citrus belt in the 1980s and 1990, and the 1930 introduction of melaleuca trees, now considered undesirable, as 
windbreaks at Flamingo Groves. The photos accompanying this article are from the collection of the groves' sales 
manager, Clarence E. Hammerstein, courtesy of the Hollywood Historical Society. 

Although the original Flamingo Groves corporation was dissolved in 1966, seven years after the death of Floyd 
Wray, a successor corporation has retained the name to the present day. At the Wray home on the original grove 
site, the Floyd L. Wray Memorial Foundation has established Flamingo Gardens, a sixty-acre botanical garden 
and arboretum with an Everglades museum and nature center. 
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In the photo above, Flamingo Groves founder Floyd 
'"" L. Wray (on right, with shovel) plants the groves' 
first tree, February 22, 1927. At right is a document 
from Flamingo Groves' articles of incorporation. 
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varieties of oranges during the last 
three years besides 20 acres of what 

• the Flamingo Groves people are 
, pleased to call a "citrus laboratory." 

This 20 acre planting embraces 51 
varieties of the citrus family. It has 
been set not only as an aid to the 
company in its observation of the 
future propagation, but as a sort of 
laboratory open to the public or any 
other growers who may be interested 

"' in citrus development in south Florida. 
,. Beside this "citrus laboratory" a 

tract of ten acres has been set to all 
the tropical and sub-tropical fruits the 
Flamingo Groves Company has been 

• able to gather through private research 
and the aid of the federal department 

I • of agriculture. This ten acres on sand 
land of an elevated area known as 
Long Hammock near the south end of 
the company's property, now presents 
450 different kinds of tropical and sub
tropical fruits . 

Laboratory 

The 20-acre "citrus laboratory" tract 
• • presents a concrete demonstration of 

the successful propagation of citrus on 
the muck soil ofthe Florida Everglades 

• with a minimum of fertilization, from 
the limeberry about the size of buck

~ shot to the huge shaddock, one of the 

most massive of citrus fruits. In this 
20-acre tract may be seen at any time 
of the year certain of these fruits in 
all stages from bloom to the ripe fruit. 

Scientific research indicates that the 
three essentials in citrus culture are 
plant food, moisture in the proper 
amount, and abundant sunshine. The 
elevation at Flamingo Groves, with the 
drainage facilities that have been 
provided, appears from the maximum 
growth obtained, to make that an ideal 
section for the production of the 
orange. Not only do oranges grown 
here acquire a maximum juice cont~t 
but attain attractive size and appear
ance combining in an acme of market
ability and hence the demand for this 
fruit at a top price in the nation's 
foremost market, even at the peak of 
market receipts. 

Fertilization 

The minimum fertilization required 
on the muck land of the Everglades in 
the production of citrus fruits is a very 
important item and one worthy the 
careful consideration of the prospec
tive citrus planter or investor in the 
citrus property. C.F. [C.P.] Hammer
stein, sales manager of the Flamingo 
Groves property, pointed out that the 
average net return to the grower of 

citrus in the United States is 63 per 
cent per box, whereas with a produc
tion cost of 50 per cent less on muck 
land his grove income should be double 
this amount. This estimate is further 
strengthened by the greater demand 
and higher price obtainable for this 
fruit in Northern markets. 

63 Markets 

As for over-production, statistics 
show that there are now 63 large 
markets in the country for citrus fruits 
that are but slightly flooded at the peak 
of the harvest, due to improper distri
bution, which may be overcome by 
better marketing. Besides these, he 
pointed out, there are innumerable 
smaller markets susceptible of devel
opment throughout the country which 
shot!ld profitably absorb all the citrus 
frui1 now grown. 

kwther important factor in this 
con tection which was called attention 
to, s the fact that the late Valencia 
an Lu Gim Gong oranges being 
grL .vn on the Flamingo Groves project 
do not come in until June or July, after 
most of the citrus crop of the country 
has been marketed. Naturally this 
affords a strong demand and the 
possibility of a much better market 
price for the crop. 

ttr· • 1 n 



roves 
This group, photographed at Flamingo Groves in 1928, 
includes three of the groves' founders: Floyd L. Wray (far 
left), Frank Stirling (second from left), and Clarence E. 
Hammerstein (second from right). 

Early Flamingo Groves advertising label, 
c.1927. 

Intersection of the main drainage 
canal on the Flamingo Groves pro
perty with the South New River canal, 
with an outlet into the Atlantic Ocean, 
makes it possible to carry this fruit , 
after it has been packed at the grove, 
by barge direct to steamships or rail 
transportation at Port Everglades for 
northern shipment. 

In addition to the 4 70 acres of 
oranges already planted on the Fla
mingo project 160 acres more are to be 

set the coming year, which will be 
further augmented up to a total of 3,000 
or more acres. For future plantings 
between 14,000 and 15,000 seedlings 
are now growing in the seven acre 
nursery on the property, while seed for 
45,000 more orange plants have 
recently been planted. The older plants 
will be budded and sufficiently devel
oped for setting in the field during the 
season of 1932. The plants required for 
the 160 acres during the coming season 

will be stock grown from the Glen St. 
Mary and similar outstanding nurser
ies of the state. 

It is doubtful if any citrus or other 
fruit project in the state is carrying on 
more comprehensive research work 
relative to cultural methods and fertil
ization than that established at Fla
mingo Groves. Nor is this scientific 
work being confined to citrus alone. 
Similar data is continually being 
gathered and tabulated on the culture 

Flamingo Groves as it appeared in the late 1920s. 
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FLAMINGO ORANGE GROVES 
IN THE DAVIE AREA OF 

SC ALE 

BROWARD COUNTY 
FLORIDA 

FLA I\ 11 1\:G O G ROVES, 1 :--~c. 

1 MILE=~" 

I' o B .• x s~ ll o 1 1.'1 wou n, F LOH I DA 

Map showing the location of the Flamingo Groves property, from a late 1920s advertising brochure. 

of other tropical and sub-tropical 
fruits, while the Flamingo technical 
library on tropical horticulture in their 
Hollywood office is perhaps more 
extensive and comprehensive than 
any other individual collection in 
Florida at this time. 

Recently the management of this 
property has taken up the matter of 
windbreaks, and after extended and 
careful investigation, has adopted the 

Melaleuca Leucadendron, a species of 
what is commercially known here as 
the Cajuput, which will be extensively 
set throughout the property as a 
protection against windstorms. Eight 
hundred plants of this will soon be 
ready to set while thousands of others 
are being grown in the nursery. 

The Flamingo property has also 
been provided with canals and lateral 
ditches affording ample drainage 

during periods of excessive rainfall, 
which may be supplemented by pump
ing units if found necessary. 

Beginning about December lOth, the 
company conducts daily complimen
tary trips to their properties, and all 
who are interested in seeing the Ever
glades Orange Groves and winter 
truck gardens are invited to join these 
parties. 

Complimentary Guest-Trip Reservation 

Reservation for a visit to Flamingo Orang e Gruvt's ancl Tropical Rot:1ni-

cal Gardens, at o'clock. on rlatc hclow 

NanH' 

Ploritla AcldresR ... 

Northern Address 

Hepr·csentative . . ll:t1<· 

FLAMINGO GROVES, Inc. 
1 !ln l!ollywootl Boul••ntrd Phon<' N >. 211 

Above is a complimentary ticket issued to visitors attracted to Flamingo 
Groves by company advertising and articles such as the one reprinted 
here. At left, visitors pose with the steam shovel used to excavate the 
groves' numerous drainage ditches. 
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Vegetable Growers 
Association 
in Session 

Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, 
January 23, 1914, page 1. 

At the annual meeting of the Ever
glades Growers' Association at Zona, 
held on Saturday night last (January 
17, 1914), the following officers were 
elected to serve during the year 1914: 

President - A. B. Lowe 
Vice-President- Frank Voigt 
Secretary- H . E. Earle 
Treasurer- W. H. Hammer 

The following, together with the 
officers, will act as directors: A. W. 
Potter, J. R. Porter and John Aunapu. 

At the close of the reading of his 
annual report, President Potter stated 
that, owing to his duties as Secretar?' 
of the Southern Produce Exchange, 1t 
would be impossible for him to consider 
the work of President again, and hence 
would not be a candidate. 

Mr. H. E. Meyers, Secretary of the 
Everglades Sugar and Land Company, 
and a member ofthe association, made 
an appeal for the members to continue 
their good work and stand together in 
the matter of shipping. He believed 
that the solution of the past difficulties 
would be in the harmonious working 
together of all in shipping through the 
central organization. He spoke in the 
highest terms of the selling agents of 
the Exchange and believed that no 
better firm for selling could have been 
selected. By the end of the season all 
the members would be glad they had 
m"rle the brave stand they had. 
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The Association decided to buy a 
carload of seed potatoes of some 180 
bags. 

The Association now has some 86 
members and is only one year old. 

The following is a complete copy of 
the President's written report. 

Annual Report 
of the President 1914 

Everglades Vegetable Growers' 
Association, Davie, Florida. 

In making this, the first annual 
report of the Everglades Vegetable 
Growers' Association, it will be proper 
to present a resume of the organiza
tion; but this I can do only from 
memory, leaving the more detailed 
summary of the history of the associ
ation to the Secretary. 

Zona is a very new town. Davie farm 
settlers are composed mostly of north
ern men with northern notions, energy 
and thrift. They had seen the advan
tages of organization at home; they 
had, many of them, felt the need of co
operation; so, early in the life of the 
farm, they set about to organize for 
mutual protection and profit. In early 
December a meeting was called for the 
purpose of forming a society for mu
tual benefit and an association was 
formed under the name of Farmer's 
Central Union. 

Unfortunately, however, most of the 

A 1911 newspaper article re
printed in the Winter / Spring 
1990 issue of Broward Legacy 
and entitled "James McComb 
and the East Coast Fruit and 
Vegetable Growers Association" 
recounted that organization's 
efforts to secure fair prices and 
reasonable shipping rates for 
members ' crops. In a similar 
vein, growers on newly reclaimed 
Everglades land in the Davie 
area united in 1913 to form the 
Everglades Growers' Associa
tion. This organization num
bered among its members some 
of Davie's ea rliest and most 
prominent pioneers, and ob
tained the backing of the power
ful Everglades Sugar and Land 
Company headed by R. P. Davie. 
Mr. Davie and his company had 
launched the settlement--the first 
on reclaimed Everglades muck
land--in 1908 with the establish
ment of the Davie Experimental 
Farm, and thus his name was 
synonymous with the commun
ity from the beginning, although 
it was officially designated 
"Zona" until April1914. As this 
article demonstrates, the Ever
glades Growers' Association pro
vided Davie farmers leadership 
and unity, not only as an agri
cultural cooperative, but as a 
force for education and civic 
improvement. 



individual farmers had made contracts 
for packing and selling their produce 
with two separate individuals and 
there was nothing for the association 
to do but "do the best it could." It did 
attempt to see that the farmer, on 
complaint, got some consideration and 
some justice from the contractors, but 
the arrangements and the results were 
far from satisfactory, because its 
hands were tied and "a contract is a 
contract." Low prices were the rule, for, 
instead of selling, almost everything 
was consigned and the commission 
man got the profit. 

But, while the association could not 
take a hand in shipping or selling, it 
did turn its attention to local help and 
building the town. A schoolhouse was 
needed for the children, and, while the 
Board of Education of the county 
supplied the lumber for the same, it 
expected the patrons to put this lumber 
together to form a habitable school 
building. Instead of asking the parents 
to assume this expense, the association 
took about all its treasury funds, or 
$100, and not only built the building, 
but enlarged it 10 feet and painted the 
same. By this act, the association 
showed itself a public benefactor. 

In prices for our produce things went 
from bad to worse; and to cap the 
climax, the flood of May 1913 [actually 
1912], came down over the farm, then 
undiked, and all the crops were ruined. 
This was the disastrous ending of a 
disastrous year. 

In the fall of 1912, those who had 
faith and had stayed, together with the 
new ones who came in - again from 
the north - reorganized the associa
tion, and it was incorporated in the 
following February, under the title of 
the Everglades Vegetable Growers' 
Association. 

Right here let me say that the sincere 
thanks of this corporation are due to 
the Everglades Land Sales Company 
for its liberality in paying all the 
expenses for securing the charter
charter fees, advertising, attorney fees, 
etc. As no formal report was made of 
this work, this association has never 
placed itself on record as expressing 
its thanks to this company for its 
friendship and assistance. 

The association was now free to act 
for itself, the old contracts for packing 
and selling having expired. What 
would it do? Would the members unite 
in selling the products of the farmers, 
or would it take the haphazard way 
of individual selling and shipping? 
The members had been so badly bitten 
the previous season that they deter
mined to try individual packing. Some 
of the wavering individuals were 
strengthened and prompted by the so
called "tomato buzzards" - those 
advance agents of commission houses 
who, realizing that organization 

meant their failure, did all in their 
power to create discontent among 
members. One of these "buzzards" 
paid as high as $5 a hamper for beans 
for a non-member of the association, 
while prominent members thereof 
could not realize more than $2 for as 
good a product. 

The result was that every man 
shipped for himself - consigned -
seesawing from city to city, chasing 
high prices, but never catching up. You 
older men know the result. The net 
return to the shippers were about as 
bad as they were the previous year, 
except that we had more stuff to ship 
and hence lost more. 

In the fall of 1913, the whole body 
offarmers, not only on the 'Glades, but 
all along the coast, feeling that their 
very existence and success depended 
on more united efforts. It needed but 
a leader, an organizer, to lead the 
people out of the wilderness into the 
land of Canaan. This leader was found 
in the person of A. J. Mears who roused 
the people to the inequities of consign
ment and to their rights and needs. He 
did organize the people, and this 
association, being composed of people 
sensible to their own individual defi
ciencies in selling, and realizing that 
the "damnable" system of consign
ment was the real cause of all their 
woes, readily fell in with the movement 
and voted to sustain it without losing 
its corporate identity. So the Southern 
Produce Exchange came into being as 
the county organization to band the 
farmers together so that the old adage, 
"In Union there is strength," might be 
felt. 

It has yet, however, to prove out, 
but it is the faith and belief of most 
of the farmers that many of the ills 
from which we have suffered, will be 
cured. It is earnestly hoped that all 
members of this association who have 
any produce to ship will stand out 
boldly for the principles involved and 

represent a solid county organization, 
realizing that without their support 
the full benefits of cooperation can 
not be secured. If, perchance, such a 
county organization should fail, then 
there will be songs of joy among the 
foresaid "buzzards," if buzzards can 
sing, and corresponding signs of woe 
among the croppers. 

Our future prosperity is at stake, and 
it behooves all of us to stand together 
even at personal sacrifice; for as Ben 
Franklin said, "We must all hang 
together, or we will all hang separ
ately." He also said, "Unite or die." 

But while the association, as such, 
could not benefit the croppers' selling, 
it has been the means of saving 
considerable cash, in toto, by buying 
for members such material as needed 
for his work. During the year it bought 
a carload of crates and assumed the 
debt of $575 so that members could 
save 2 cents a crate. 

It also bought 2 carloads of potatoes 
containing nearly 500 bags and saving 
over $100 to the purchasers. 

In an educational way it has been 
of great benefit. It has had lectures by 
such men as Walter W aldin, Prof. 
Hovey and Dr. Gifford (2 lectures). 
Besides there have been shorter talks 
from others outside the association as 
well as from our own members within. 
Among these have been talks by Mr. 
Earle, Mr. Hendricks and Mr. Werner. 

All of these have been interspersed 
with many discussions on live topics 
of the hour under "Good of the order." 

So let us all stand shoulder to 
shoulder and fight our way to victory 
against outside foes. 

God knows we have them on the 
outside; God forbid that we should 
have them inside our battlements. 

But we will win; we are united in 
sentiment. Our banners wave above, 
our battle cry is, "Down with dishonest 
commission men; a just return for our 
capital and our labor." 

South Florida vegetable farm, c.1911. 
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Few individuals have aroused the 
curiosity and interest of Floridians 
more than Governor Napoleon Bona
parte Broward. Not only has one of the 
state's most prosperous counties been 
named after him, but countless articles 
and books published in the eighty 
years since his term of office ended 
have referred to, analyzed, and com
mented upon both his dynamic person
ality and his progressive legislation. 
In recent years, however, the formerly 
favorable press has frequently turned 
to criticizing Broward and his gener
ation of state officials for befouling the 
Everglades and ruining the natural 
environment of southern Florida. This 
ahistorical criticism stems from con
cerns over modern problems of ever
increasing population growth and all 
that this phenomenon entails. In a 
number of recent accounts, the present 
problems of water supply, water qual
ity, and living space have all been 
traced to Governor Broward and laid 
upon his historical doorstep. This 
unfair heaping of blame, disregarding 
the context of the time in which the 
Governor lived, serves as an example 
of the normal human foible of pointing 
the finger for current problems at 
someone else, preferably someone 
dead. Because of Broward's involve
ment with the drainage movement, he 
has become a convenient target for 
opportunistic critics of both former and 
current state policies. 

That Napoleon B. Broward became 
deeply involved with the drainage of 
the Everglades comes as no surprise. 
Coll1ing from an old and established 
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AND THE DETAILS 
OF DREDGING: 1908 

by Joe Knetsch 

Florida family whose wealth had been 
destroyed by the War Between the 
States, he had to work his way upward 
in the changing world of the late 
nineteenth century.! His wide variety 
of work experiences laid the ground
work for his championing of the 
drainage cause. In his campaign 
autobiography (reprinted in Broward 
Legacy, volume 5, numbers 1 & 2, 
winter/ spring 1982), Broward listed a 
number of his experiences and indi
cated the general direction of his life 
and philosophy. Of interest to the 
drainage story were the years he spent 
in shipping, in designing and building 

the famous tug Three Friends, and his 
interest in mining phosphate on Black 
Creek and on the Itchetucknee River. 
Of related importance was the time he 
spent on St. Johns River steamboats 
and in the marine wrecking business. 
All of these experiences gave Broward 
knowledge of the engineering prob
lems associated with mining, dredg
ing, and canal construction. It was this 
practical experience which caused his 
colleagues on the Board of Trustees of 
the Internal Improvement Trust Fund 
(called simply "Trustees" throughout 
the remainder of this article) to give 
him nearly total control of its drainage 

A man of boundless energy and determination, Napoleon Bonaparte 
Broward took a personal interest in the "nuts and bolts" of virtually every 
project in which he became involved. Everglades drainage was no exception. 
Although Broward had promoted drainage with the simplistic slogan, 
"Water will run downhill," he nonetheless recognized that complex 
engineering difficulties would have to be overcome to translate this 
gravitational concept to reality, and he plunged into this task with 
characteristic vigor. 

Using Broward's correspondence, the Minutes of the Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Fund, and other government documents, Joe Knetsch 
describes the Governor's personal direction of the drainage project during 
his last year in office. During this exceptionally busy year, Broward oversaw 
completion of the Newman Survey of New River Canal routes, maintained 
close supervision of ongoing dredging efforts, and contracted for the con
struction of two additional dredges. Unlike the two initial dredges, which 
were assembled at New River in 1906, these new machines were to be 
constructed in Ohio, mounted on hulls at Tampa, and transported to the 
dredging site ready for use, an intricate procedure which occupied much 
of Broward's attention. 

Joe Knetsch is a former Broward County Historical Commissioner 
currently employed as research historian with the Florida Department of 
Natural Resources and a frequent contributor to Broward Legacy. 



Governor Napoleon Bonaparte 
Broward. 

policy, especially in the ordering and 
construction of the state-owned 
dredges.2 

One of the major reasons for the 
drainage of the Everglades was to 
prepare the soil for the planting of 
sugar and rice. Both of these crops had 
been experimented with under similar 
circumstances in Louisiana and had 
been found susceptible to production 
on land similar to the Everglades. Both 
of these plants also had to be grown 
on "thoroughly drained land ." As 
drainage efforts began in the Ever
glades, the area near Fort Lauderdale 
was targeted for further experiments 
in the growth of these two crops. On 
January 27, 1908, Governor Broward 
received an evaluation from State 
Chemist R. E. Rose of several exper
iments with "Damaranra No. 74 sugar 
cane" which had been conducted by 
Dr. W. C. Stubbs of the Louisiana 
Sugar Experiment Station. Rose 
thought that this cane should be 
planted in the Everglades and there
fore sent 550 stalks, or 1,325 pounds, 
of cane seedling to Reed A. Bryan, the 
man in charge of dredging operations 
at Fort Lauderdale.3 Broward, being 
personally involved in almost all 
facets of the drainage program, visited 
Bryan in the last week in January and, 
it was presumed, discussed this ship
ment of cane and the prospects of 
further experimentation with his fore
man.4 Yet, with all of the hoped-for 
benefits of increased crop production 
still in the future, the immediate 
purpose of the Governor's trip was not 
specific crop experiments but the 
continued dredging operation that 
would make them possible. 

In 1908, the dredging operations had 
carried themselves into the glades west 
of Fort Lauderdale. By the end of the 

year, prior to Governor Albert W. 
Gilchrist's being sworn into office, the 
total length of canal dredged was 6.25 
miles on the North New River Canal 
and 6.7 miles on the South New River 
Canal. Although this may not appear 
to have been great progress, the 
amount of material excavated was 
considerable. On the North New River 
Canal, 915,000 cubic yards of muck 
and rock had been removed, while 
759,000 cubic yards had been dredged 
from the South New River CanaLS 
These totals represented the amount 
done during the entire governorship of 
Napoleon B. Broward. They were not 
insignificant totals for the beginning 
of a tremendous project which every
one knew would take many years to 
complete. 

As a former steamboat pilot, phos
phate miner, and shipbuilder, Broward 
was capable of actually operating a 
dredge. He knew from his experiences 
the problems that would be encoun
tered and how some of these could be 
handled. Thus he was not uncomfor
table with his role as chief negotiator 
with the dredge builders and the 
designers of the dredges' hulls. In late 
1907, he had visited the dredges Ever
glades and Okeechobee, then operat
ing on New River, and discussed future 
operations with John W. Newman, the 
civil engineer in charge of mapping 
and testing the proposed routes for the 
canals.6 It was probably at this meet
ing that he concluded that two more 
dredges were needed to continue the 
work. Broward also consulted with the 
Bureau of Drainage Investigations in 
Washington, D.C., concerning the need 
for additional equipment,? It was not 
until July 1908, however, that he could 
concentrate on the construction of the 
two new dredges. 

The reason for his delay in pushing 
for dredge construction had little to do 
with technical difficulties. Instead, 
Broward was in the midst of a mon
umental political struggle which occu
pied most of his attention and energies. 
The office of United States Senator had 
been in the hands of Stephen R. 
Mallory, who, in late 1907, decided not 
to seek reelection. On December 23, 
1907, shortly after making the 
announcement that he would not run, 
Mallory died in Pensacola. Governor 
Broward then appointed William 
James Bryan, an old friend and his 
campaign manager, to fill the unex
pired term. With his election looming 
on the horizon, Broward, who had been 
considered a prime candidate for the 
post himself, chose not to oppose his 
appointee. The already tangled situa
tion became more complex when, just 
forty days after taking the oath of 
office, William James Bryan died of 
typhoid fever. This time, Broward 
appointed William Hall Milton of 

Marianna to fill the vacancy. Specu
lation soon followed that Milton, 
known to be without a strong power
base in the state, would step aside and 
allow Broward to seek the seat in the 
upcoming primaries. Broward did not 
disappoint his critics or his friends and 
announced his candidacy for the 
senate seat on April 1, 1908. His main 
opponent was Duncan Upshaw 
Fletcher, a fellow Jacksonville resident 
and former ally. In the primary elec
tion of May, Broward captured over 
19,000 votes and Fletcher over 17,000 
ballots. The other two candidates, 
JohnS. Beard and William B. Lamar, 
carried enough votes between them to 
force a run-off election between the two 
frontrunners. With much of the "rail
road press" and other powerful inter
ests against him, Broward faced a 
difficult battle. The final vote was 
close, and the issue remained in doubt 
until the early hours of the morning 
after the election. The results put 
Fletcher into the seat by a 29,151 to 
25,563 margin.s Thus, until this elec
tion was over, Broward had little time 
to push for the construction of new 
dredges. 

The election should not be, and was 
not, viewed as a criticism ofBroward's 
drainage program. In the first decade 
of the twentieth century, nearly every
one in the state looked forward to the 
day when the Everglades would be 
drained and the land opened up to 
farming. Broward's program had 
advocated allowing the small farmers 
a chance to enjoy the fruits ofthis rich 
land. In this goal he was opposed by 
the powerful land and railroad com
panies which had received large grants 
of land as incentives for drainage and 
railroad construction. These firms 
were, mostly, the same companies who 

Duncan U. Fletcher, United States 
Senator from Florida, 1909-1936. 
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John W. Newman's 1908 survey map showing the 
North New River and South New River Canal 
ro•1tes and adjacent Everglades lands in Broward 
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County. Note Pine Island in the upper left hand 
portion of the map in Sections 17, 18, 19, and 20. 



lie dredges. Each one had its advan
tages and disadvantages, depending 
on the type of soil, rock, or muck which 
had to be removed. Once the type had 
been chosen, the size of the bucket, 
grapple, or pipe was the primary 
concern. This selecting process de
pended on the depth, width, and slope 
of the canal desired. Indeed, the 
variables to be considered were many, 
and each added a complication for the 
engineer and the person in charge of 
ordering the dredges , in this case, 
Governor Broward.lO 

The Tampa Foundry and Machine Company works, where the hulls of 
the dredges Miami and Caloosahatchee were constructed. 

After studying several alternatives, 
Broward elected to use dipper dredges 
similar to the Everglades and Okeecho
bee, which had begun work in the 
glades two years earlier. The next 
phase was the actual ordering of 
equipment and overseeing the dredges' 
construction. Again, the Governor was 
kept constantly informed on the pro
gress of construction of both the 
dredging machinery and the hull upon 
which it would be placed. In this case, 
the accepted bid for dredge construc
tion came from the Marion Steam 
Shovel Company of Marion, Ohio, and 
the hull was to be constructed by the 
Tampa Foundry and Machine Com
pany of Tampa, Florida. To Governor 
Broward fell the duty of coordinating 
two very different efforts over a long 
distance, an often frustrating task. 

had filed suit against the Trustees to 
void the drainage tax of 1907. The 
other vocal opponents of Broward's 
drainage program, especially John 
Beard, did not oppose drainage as 
such, but feared that the probable loss, 
in court, of cases against the railroads 
and others would turn over to those 
interests all ofthe improvements made 
at taxpayers' expense.9 Thus, while 
certain specifics ofBroward's program 
encountered opposition, the actual 
drainage ideal was supported by a vast 
majority of Floridians. 

Dredging and draining the land, 
however, was not a simple operation 
of putting a dredge in the middle of 
the glades and digging a canal to the 
ocean. The engineering involved was, 
in reality, quite complicated. First, a 
survey had to ascertain the proper 
route(s) for a canal, primarily by 
means of soil testing, boring for 
samples, and measuring the shortest 
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possible distance through the most 
easily excavated material. The gentle
man responsible for this phase of the 
operation on the New River routes was 
John W. Newman. Newman's survey, 
recognized as one of the most impor
tant in Broward County's history, 
found the routes for the two major New 
River canals and formed the basis for 
land sales along those routes which, 
in turn , were to help finance the 
dredging operations. 

After surveys were completed, state 
officials had to select the proper size 
and type of dredges and order their 
construction. On some projects, differ
ent types of dredges were used at 
different phases of construction. Dur
ing Broward's era, four types of dredg
ing machines were being used exten
sively. These types were the ladder 
dredge, which was very popular in 
Europe but not in North America, 
and the dipper, grapple, and hydrau-
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As early as March 1908, prior to 
announcing his candidacy for the 
United States Senate seat, Broward 
had inquired of the Tampa Foundry 
and Machine Company the costs of 
building a dredge hull and launching 
it in the Tampa area. 11 By early July, 
after the election, he gave almost full 
attention to getting the two additional 
dredges constructed and was in almost 
constant correspondence with the 
foundry. It appears that Broward was 
not sure, at first, what size dredge he 
would recommend to the Trustees and 

GEORGE W . BARNHART, 
PAC I riC COAST MANA.G[ ~ 
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Letterhead of the Marion Steam Shovel Company, which constructed the state dredges in 1908. 
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thus sought a number of options from 
the Tampa firm. On August 12, the 
Tampa Foundry and Machine Com
pany informed the Governor that it 
could build a four cubic yard dipper 
dredge, "launched and tested at 
Tampa," for $36,000. By this date, it 
appears that the Governor had chosen 
the size of machine he felt would do 
the job and had asked for specifics 
prior to requesting an actual bid.l2 
However, a closer look at the Minutes 
of the Board of Trustees reveals that 
one week later, on August 17, 1908, the 
Governor, acting as president of the 
said board, was granted power to 
negotiate with the Tampa and Ohio 
firms for the two additional dredges, 
one of which would be a four and one
half cubic yard dredge and the other 
capable of modification for a two and 
one-half cubic yard dipper. The price 
of the contract with the Tampa 
Foundry and Machine Company was 
$22,000 per hull, a price substantially 
lower than the figure cited in earlier 
correspondence.I3 Whether this 
change in price reflected a change in 
the size of the hull or simply hard 
bargaining on the part of the Trustees 
remains a matter of speculation unan
swered by the available documents. 

Why was the dipper type of dredge 
chosen over the ladder, grapple, or 
hydraulic? The basic answer to this 
question lay in the fact that the dipper 
was very efficient when digging in 
hard materials, especially when the 
required depth was not too great. This 
advantage was of great importance 
when digging in the glades adjacent 
to Pine Island because of the hard rock 
limestone found in that section. 
Indeed, it was of paramount impor
tance to have a machine capable of 
handling this tough material because 
much of the most difficult canal 
construction took place in the coastal 
ridge of present-day Broward, Dade, 
and Palm Beach counties. The softer 
muck of the Everglades proper awaited 
only after the penetration of this 
barrier. In the hard rock of the coastal 
ridge, the ladder type of dredge would 
have broken down more often because 
of its continuous motion and the fact 
that its buckets were not designed for 
hard rock. Not only did a breakdown 
of machinery cost time and money in 
lost effort and repair work, but neces
sary repairs may not have been pos
sible in the area being dredged . 
The grapple-type dredge, depending on 
a claw-like mechanism, could not 
penetrate deeply enough to get the 
necessary volume to complete the 
task. The last type of dredge, the 
hydraulic, was designed for soft mate
rial work in harbors, rivers, and 
relatively static water bodies, and was 
not built to tear into rock formations. 
Th us, Broward had, in reality, little 
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practical choice in the type of dredge 
to choose for the job. 

The dipper dredge of the early twen
tieth century relied upon two men for 
its basic operation, in addition to a 
usual crew of fireman, oiler, deck
hands, and engineer. The operator, or 
runner, controlled the bucket hoist, 
backing chain, and boom motion, 
using a series of throttles to operate 
the backing, swinging, and friction 
engines. The cranesman, or "dipper 
tender" ran the dipper stick frictions 
on the boom and opened and closed the 
bucket mechanism. Therefore, the 
entire crew often numbered from eight 
to twelve men at any one time. This 
number does not take into considera
tion non-crewmen essential to the 
operation of the dredges, not the least 
important of whom were the wood
cutters who supplied the vital fuel for 
the dredge's boiler engines. Also of 
importance to the success of the dredg
ing operation was the company provid
ing extra booms and spuds, as most 
of these vital parts were of heavy wood 
and, because of the severe strains 
created by both the dead and swinging 
weights ofthe load, often broke during 
the operations. The complicated nature 
of the dredging process required good 
coordination between the various 
working staffs of many companies, 
including the provisioners of food and 
fuel for the dredging crews. Operation 
of the dipper dredges was, therefore, 
quite a coml_)lex business. I4 

The matching of the hull with the 
dredge proper was a task of negotiation 
between the Tampa Foundry people 
and those with Marion Steam Shovel. 
The person in the middle of these 
negotiations, Governor Broward, fre
quently wrote to the presidents of both 
companies concerning the details of 
construction. On August 27, 1908, for 
example, he wrote to Ernest Kreher, 
president of the Tampa Foundry and 
Machine Company, about some of the 
design specifics of the hull bulkheads: 

We have noticed, by referring 
to your letter the fact that you left 
out one of the longitudinal bulk
heads in the 80' x 40' hull, .. . we 
also notice that you propose to 
make the two longitudinal bulk
heads 5/J6th of an inch plate, 
instead of the 1,4 of an inch plate, 
and that you will so construct the 
dredge that by leaving out the 
third bulkhead you will not 
weaken the craft, but that you 
will make it just as strong by 
changing the construction of that 
portion of the dredge.15 

He went on to notice that the wearing 
plate on the spud casing may have 
been bolted to the half-inch steel plate 
plat, but that this arrangement was 
not on the blueprints sent to the 

Trustees. As chief negotiator for the 
Trustees, he asked for a revised set of 
prints noting the correction 
indicated. 16 

To the Marion Steam Shovel Com
pany, Broward wrote, on September 1, 
1908, that he wished the new dredges 
be equipped with "corrugated furna
ces" because they were superior to 
other types which were then in use and 
which were often substituted by boil
ermakers because of the costs involved. 
The Trustees, he stated, wanted the ~ 
quality product, not a cheaper substi
tute.J? The Governor even concerned 
himself with such specifics as the size 
and diameter of the spuds (the "arms" 
which held the dredge in position while 
the digging took place and which were 
often seen extending to the banks of 
the canal).!B Such attention to detail 
indicates the extent to which Broward 
was involved in the construction 
process. Few office holders of his day 
could have managed this operation in 
the interest of the Trustees as Brow- " 
ard did. 

Although these new dredges, to be 
~ 

named the Caloosahatchee and the 
Miami, were not to be completed until 
after Broward had left the Governor's 
Mansion, he continued to negotiate the 
details of their construction through
out the remainder of his term. He 
constantly kept a watchful eye on the 
contractors to assure quality dredges 
and to make sure they did not scrimp 
on the various parts. On October 12, 
1908, Broward reminded E.D. Packard 
of the Marion Steam Shovel Company 
of the latter's promise to use "outside
packer, brassfitted, boiler feed pumps" ' 
for the two dredges, even though they 
would cost the company $75.00 more 
than other pumps used on similar 
dredges. The Governor expected that 
these specific pumps would be provided 
and stated that this courtesy would be 
"reciprocated in character when the 
time comes." He added that he did not 
consider this a whimsical or unneces
sary demand.I9 

Broward also became involved with 
the intricate arrangements of obtain
ing marine insurance to cover the 
shipping of the dredges from Tampa 
to southeast Florida and dealing with 
increased shipping costs imposed by 
the railroads for conveying the dredges 
from Marion, Ohio, to Tampa. In all 
of these petty problems and major 
expenses, Governor Broward exhibited 
remarkable fortitude and tolerance.zo 

The business of supplying the exist
ing dredges, Everglades and Okeecho
bee with fuel , food, and repairs was 
among the many details of the dredg
ing operation that captured the Gov
ernor's attention. This supply business 
proved very lucrative for many of the 
local operatives in the lightly popu
lated Fort Lauderdale area. P.N. Bryan 
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Diagram of a dipper dredge, from the stationary of the 

dredge Okeechobee, constructed on New River in 1906. 

and Sons often provided wood for the 
dredges and received handsome prices 
for this hard-to-come-by commodity. 
On February 24, 1908, the state auth
orized a payment of $1,794 to the firm, 
and on August 1, 1908, the Trustees 
p'lid the Bryans $938 for wood pro
vided.21 From existing correspondence, 
it .1lso appears that the state did not 
alv•ays get the money to the Bryan 
firm in an expeditious manner. Sep
tem':Jer 12, 1908, finds Tom Bryan 
writi!lg the Governor that his brother, 
Reed r~. Bryan, had left him with the 
responsibility of paying several bills, 
but that he was unable to meet present 
obligations since the wood check had 
not yet arrived. The "clerk" for the 
Governor replied in a manner familiar 
to modern readers: "The governor 
directs me to acknowledge receipt of 
your favor of September 12th and to 
advise that the check for wood has 
gone forward." (i.e. "The check is in 
the mail.") 22 Stranahan & Company 
also benefited from the dredging 
operations by supplying groceries for 
the dredge crew. For the same dates 
as those cited above, the Stranahan 
store received $1,026.20 for the former 
date and $507.04 for the latter.23 

As Reed A. Bryan was the Trustees' 
agent for the entire dredging opera
tion, he frequently gave local busi
nesses supply contracts or rental 
options. Because the area was thinly 
populated, and it was expensive to 
bring in meat, wood, gasoline, and 
other materials, it was more efficient 
to rely as much as possible on local 
suppliers and expertise. Repairs were 
often done on the site, and the welders, 
boatmen, and others involved were 
often carried to the job, rather than 

breaking down the entire operation for 
long distance repairs.24 The entire 
logistics of the normal dredging oper
ation required as much rapid repair 
and local supply as possible for the 
project to be completed on schedule. 

As if the problems discussed above 
were not enough to occupy the Gover
nor's attention, he was in frequent 
contact with the civil engineer, John 
W. Newman, who often asked for Brow
ard's advice on purely technical mat
ters which would have frustrated 
others. At times, even the Governor's 
patience was tried. On September 8, 
1908, he wrote Newman: 

As to your statement that the 
Okeechobee would be compelled 
to dig herself around, moue much 
of the dirt twice, and that it would 
cost $600., I think it is unneces
sary to state this to me. A dredge 
105' x 36' cannot turn at right 
angles in a 60' canal. It is not 
necessary that she turn abruptly 
at right angles to do what is 
necessary to be done. By begin
ning to dig gradually southward, 
120 ft. from the Davie ditch, 
would permit her to swing suffi
ciently into it to do all that is 
necessary, and it would not cost 
more than $50 or $100 to take the 
sand on the side of the canal back 
thirty or forty feet for the length 
of the dredge by wheel-barrows. 

Newman had tried to argue that the 
Davie ditch was not big enough to 
handle the material taken out by 
dredging, and that the water volume 
would cause too much damage. Brow
ard repudiated Newman's argument 
and added that, if excavated the way 
he outlined, the turning area would act 

as a reservoir to catch the sand as it 
silted down the canal. This, he 
believed, would aid the project by 
giving it a landing area for the trans
porting of goods up the canal and 
would keep dredging costs down, the 
alternative requiring the dredge to 
back down the canal and reexcavate 
the sand.25 It should also be recorded 
that Newman took the Governor's 
advice, and all worked out well.26 

Nature, too, had a way of attracting 
the attention of Governor Broward. In 
October of 1908, the rains fell heavily 
on the area around Fort Lauderdale. 
The heavy rains did considerable 
damage to some of the work already 
completed and necessitated extensive 
redredging. A clearer picture of the 
results of these rains can be seen in 
the following letter from Engineer 
Newman: 

Dear Governor, 
You have perhaps heard of the 

present tremendous rains. 
I propose to give you an idea 

of them. I went to Fort Lauder
dale yesterday to take note. 

At high tide water surrounded 
Tom Bryan's new stone house. 
All the land on New River is 
under water even at low tide. 

On my return, in our lighter
launch I passed over dam No. 1 
tLnd met our small launch below 
Dam No.2. 

Dam No. 1 stands - but is 
submerged. 

Dam No. 2 stands. 
The water rose rapidly 3 feet 

in the glades in Sec. 16. and 
washed in the bank on the east 
side of Sec. 16. I have diked off 
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the water at this point preventing 
further damage. 

Lost 3 days from digging. 
Begin to dig tomorrow ... 

This letter concluded with New
man's hope that some of the lands 
could still be given protection, but did 
not hold out great hopes for all of the 
land being spared the problems of 
being submerged for extended peri
ods.27 As further evidence of the 
devastation caused by the flood of 
1908, Charles Pratt, a local surveyor 
and engineer, wrote the Governor on 
October 19, and noted the water flow
ing "in steady streams" into the river 
from the surrounding fields. He also 
stated that at the Bryan Packing 
House on the river in Section 20, the 
water had fallen by as much as thirty 
to thirty-six inches from the extreme 
high water of October 8.28 

Land sales, a high priority item in 
the drainage project, also received 
abundant notice from the Governor. 
Commissioner of Agriculture B.E. 
McLin kept Broward informed about 
all land sales in the drained area 
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around the canals. He noted, for 
example, that James Cordner had 
purchased numerous lots in the New
man Survey area. McLin also notified 
the Governor about the squatting 
taking place in the vicinity, particu
larly by one Charles Root, whom Reed 
Bryan had reported occupying land on 
Lot 1 of Tier 14.29 The Trustees, at 
McLin's request, resolved to notify all 
trespassers that they must move off the 
land or be subject to whatever action 
the county solicitor or the state attor
ney would see fit to take.3o One of the 
crowning sales ofthe drainage project, 
or so it was thought at the time, came 
near the end of Broward's term in 
office. This sale was to one Richard J . 
Bolles of Colorado. Although Bolles' 
purchase of 500,000 acres of Ever
glades land promised to bring 
$1,000,000 into the state coffers, it was 
to lead to many complications and 
heartaches in the years to come. 

Governor Broward's immense ener
gy and vast experience gave him the 
ability to become involved in the 
everyday details of one of the most 
ambitious projects attempted in Flor-
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Dredge Everglades at work on the North New River Canal, 1908. This photo was taken for 
Governor Broward and donated to the Broward County Historical Commission by his son, Napoleon B. Broward1 III. 
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Do~ntown Fort Lauderqale, looking north from the Andrew,s Avenue bridge, March 16, 1939 (photo courtesy of Fla. Photographic Archives). 
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