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Tlhe Creation of 

rowar 
Almost half of this issue of Broward Legacy is 

devoted to chronicling the formation of Broward 
County. The first section of this compilation, "The 
Failure to Create Broward County: 1913," is a 
summary of a portion of an article entitled "The 
Road to the Failure to Create Broward County in 
1913," by Broward County Historian Cooper Kirk, 
which will be published in a future issue of 
Broward Legacy. Analyzing the desire for home 
rule and convenient access to the seat of govern
ment which propelled leading citizens of Fort 
Lauderdale, In particular, to push for the creation 
of a new county in 1913, Dr. Kirk also addresses 
the question of prohibition which, according to 
legend, prompted Fort Lauderdale residents to ad-

oun 
vocate separation from Dade County. 

The remaining sections of this compilation, 
reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, trace 
the events leading to and immediately following 
the creation of the county on October 1, 1915. 
These articles, probably written by the Sentinel's 
publisher, Colonel George G. Mathews, provide a 
detailed description of the contemporary social, 
political and economic situation, and the mechanics 
of creating a county. With the exception of par
enthetical corrections to the Sentinel's often 
exaggerated figures, these articles are reprinted as 
they originally appeared. 

THE FAILURE TO CREATE 
BROWARD COUNTY: 1913 

by Cooper Kirk 

,.. 

-· 

During the early part of the twentieth 
century southeast Florida consisting 
of Palm Beach and Dade counties 
developed slowly as this area of 6,489 
square miles had difficulty attracting 
settlers in sufficient numbers to clear 
and farm the land. For until the 
arrival of the great Florida land boom 
of the mid-1920s, agriculture fueled and 
drove the economic and social establish
ment of southeast Florida. And the 

overwhelming influence on agriculture 
was the presence of the swamps and 
overflowed lands and environs known 
as the Florida Everglades. Agricul
tural pursuits would remain vulnerable 
and precarious until the enormous 
amount of water emanating from the 
Everglades could be permanently con
trolled and harnessed to the service of 
man through an adequate system of 
drainage and reclamation. Although 

it is not possible to determine the .,) 
exact population of Palm Beach and 
Dade counties in 1913, when the first 
effort to create Broward County from 
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these two counties occurred, some idea • 
of the scantiness of the population 
may be obtained by comparing the ~ . 
population figures of the two counties 
and some of their towns for the cen
suses of 1910 and 1915. In a com
parison of the population figures of 



the federal census of 1910 and the 
state census of 1915, it is evident that 
Palm Beach County did not grow as 
fast as Dade County, for the former 
grew from 5,577 to 9,669, while the 
latter spurted from 11,933 to 24,536. 
During the same five year period, Fort 
Lauderdale grew from 296 to 1,870; 
Dania, 283 to 512; Pompano, 350 to 
484; and Deerfield and Hallandale 
which had a population of 287 and 
245 respectively, grew at correspond
ing rates. Thus, the population of 
these various entities in 1913 may be 
estimated by striking a mid-figure 
between the census of 1910 and that 
of 1915. Although the populations of 
the enumerated communities were still 
relatively small in 1915, the percent
age of increases were fairly large, and 
that of Fort Lauderdale was spec
tacular. 

The movement for the creation of 
Broward County out of the southern 
portion of Palm Beach County and 
the northern section of Dade County 
began almost solely in Fort Lauder
dale and was occasioned by Miami, 
with its magnificent Biscayne Bay, 
petitioning the Dade County Board of 
Commissioners for a referendum to 
vote up or down county bonds for the 
development of Miami harbor. On 
February 7, 1913, the commissioners 
voted to submit the matter of the refer
endum to the upcoming legislative 
session and, if approved by that body, 
to go ahead with the bond referendum. 
Although no monetary limit was ever set 
for the amount of bonded indebtedness 
to be incurred by voting the City of 
Miami enough money to build a first
class world harbor, the variously 
estimated figure ran from $615,000 to 
$815,000. Both these figures first 
startled and then angered the political 
power structure in Fort Lauderdale. 
For an indebtedness at the latter figure 
would mean that the people of Dade 
County had put themselves in debt to 
an amount which would be more than 
one-tenth of the total property valua
tion of Dade County. 

On February 21, 1913, the Fort 
Lauderdale Herald created a sensation 
when it carried an article stating that 
Representative George A. Worley of 
Miami would introduce a bill in the 
upcoming legislative session to create 
a new county from the southern por
tion of Palm Beach County and the 
northern section of Dade County. The 
first name selected for the new county 
was Everglades, but later the name 
was changed to Broward in honor of 
ex-governor Napoleon B. Broward, dur-

,., ing whose administration the drain
age and reclamation of the Everglades 
had begun in 1905. Editor William 
Heine minced no words as he com-

mented on the "arrogance" of Miami 
in wanting to bond the entire county 
in order to finance the construction of 
a world harbor for itself. When a new 
county came into existence, asserted 
Heine, Fort Lauderdale would bond 
itself for $200,000 and construct its 
own world harbor near New River 
Inlet. This world harbor was needed, 
for Fort Lauderdale, as everyone ac
knowledged, was "The Gateway to the 
Everglades," and the richest and most 
accessible part of the Everglades, then 
being drained by the State of Florida, 
lay nearest to this town. Backers of 
the division of Palm Beach and Dade 
counties to create Broward County 
asserted Fort Lauderdale with a world 
harbor would become world famous 
and its citizens immensely wealthy. 

The very influential Miami Metro
polis avidly supported division, and 
State Senator Fred M. Hudson, rep
resenting St. Lucie, Palm Beach and 
Dade counties, joined Representative 
Worley in support of division. Worley 
introduced the local bill to create 
Broward County, and normally local 
bills passed with little or no opposi
tion. So, the Fort Lauderdale power 
structure rejoiced that soon their town 
would be the county seat, and that 
county officials and county jobs would 
be a patronage well worth presiding 
over. 

But a snag soon developed. The 
almost 500 member Miami Board of 
Trade belatedly went into action to 
oppose division when some of its more 
astute members saw not only lucrative 
political plums but also the county 
retail trade, which centered in Miami, 
being transferred to Fort Lauderdale. 
They wired Worley and Hudson, 
particularly the latter, to oppose the 
county division bill. They argued 
among other things that the popula
tion of the proposed county, which 
would include Deerfield on the north 
and Hallandale on the south, was too 
small to support simultaneously the 
organs of government and the neces
sary internal improvements. The divi
sion, further argued the board, was 
almost unanimously opposed by Dania 
and Hallandale residents, and democ
racy rested upon the consent of the 
governed. 

Worley took no notice of the opposi
tion by the Miami Board of Trade, 
and the bill to create Broward County 
passed the House handily, but it did 
experience ineffectual opposition by 
Representative H. E. Bussey of Palm 
Beach County. The board then con
centrated on trying to persuade Sena· 
tor Hudson to have the division bill 
killed in the senate. Repeatedly, Hud
son asked the board to present sub
stantive arguments against division, 

not just sentiment. This he never re
ceived. 

Meanwhile, an opposition lobby from 
Dania and Hallandale went to Talla
hassee to kill the division bill. From 
the two towns themselves a number of 
telegrams were sent in opposition. 
Pompano and Deerfield residents made 
little effort either to stay in Palm Beach 
County or to go with the new county. 
In Tallahassee, Hudson found himself 
torn between the pro and con argu
ments emanating from Fort Lauder
dale, Dania and Hallandale. Because 
of the strong opposition from Dania 
and Hallandale, combined with the 
stern opposition from Representative 
Bussey of Palm Beach County of 
having Deerfield and Pompano includ
ed in the new Broward County, Hud
son changed the housed-passed bill 
which included the two Palm Beach 
County towns. First, he limited the 
northern boundary of Broward County 
to Fort Lauderdale, and he inserted 
provisions for a referendum to be held 
in the truncated county which extend
ed south to Hallandale. Second, Hud
son divided the proposed county into 
two districts, with Fort Lauderdale 
composing one district and Dania and 
Hallandale composing the other. Both 
districts would have to approve the 
creation of the new county. Despite 
tremendous vocal and written opposi
tion from powerful men in Fort Laud
erdale, the division bill passed both 
the senate and the house in this form. 

Fort Lauderdale politicians such as 
Reed A. Bryan, William H. Marshall, 
W.O. Berryhill, Mayor George G. 
Mathews and Colonel Robert Reed 
butted heads with the equally astute 
politicians from Dania and Hallan
dale such as A. C. Frost, S. M. Also
brook, James M. Holding, H. T. Geiger 
and Charles Ericson, in the struggle 
over the new county which had been 
created but which could be uncreated 
by an adverse vote in the July 8, 1913, 
referendum. In the referendum, Fort 
Lauderdale voted 208 to 3 in favor of 
the new county, but Dania and Hallan
dale voted against the new county by 
a vote of 54 to 16 and 29 to 10 respec
tively. Although the creation of the 
new county of Broward won by a vote 
of 234 to 86, the bill to create the 
county lost because only one of the 
two districts into which the county 
had been divided for the referendum 
voted in favor of the new county. A 
tremendous amount of grumbling 
took place in Fort Lauderdale because 
a minority of votes had thwarted the 
will of a very large majority. Those in 
favor of the division of Palm Beach 
and Dade counties, most of whom 
were from Fort Lauderdale, vowed 
they would get ~ven with Miami, 
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Downtown Fort Lauderdale, 1913, looking south from the city water tower. New 
River runs horizontally through the center of the photo. The road to the left is 
Andrews A venue. 

even though the people of Miami had 
not voted in the referendum. But many 
influential Miamians, including the 
mayor, had sown seeds of discord in 
each of the three towns which would 
have composed the new county of 
Broward. Favorers of Broward County 
warned that they controlled the 
balance of power in Dade County, and 
in a referendum for bonds for the 
Miami world harbor they flatly stated 
they would defeat the bond issue. 
Miamians, even though the measure 
passed the legislature to permit the 
bond referendum, feared to put the 
matter to a test, and the referendum 
was never held. 

Prohibition heated the emotions of 
Americans during the first two decades 
of the twentieth century. Local referen
dums determined whether a county or 
a city became "dry" or stayed "wet." 
Both in 1907 and 1909, the wets in 
Dade County had won narrow victories, 
the first by a twenty-five vote majority. 
Both sides girded for another referen
dum in late October 1913. The dry 
forces had powerful allies in Senator 
Hudson and The Miami Metropolis 
editor S. Bobo Dean, both fiery mem
bers of the anti-saloon league of the 
county. And, very importantly, the drys 
had in their corner the great majority 
of Fort Lauderdalians who, at the same 
time, favored county division. Speeches, 
letters , person-to-person persuasion, 
penetrating editorials and above all 
the emotionally-conducted anti-saloon 
meetings worked powerfully on the 
electorate. 
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Election day, October 30, was a day 
of extremely high winds and torrents 
of rain fell, which probably cut down 
on voting. But at the end of the day 
the drys had won a glorious victory. 
For the first time since its creation in 
1836, Dade County was dry, and wets 
had to go to Palm Beach County to 
get alcoholic beverages and that on 
the sly. The dry forces in that section 
of Dade County which would have been 
Broward County had the July referen
dum passed, provided the margin of 
victory. Fort Lauderdale went dry 138 
to 31, Dania 51 to 40 and Hallandale 
23 to 9, or a dry margin from the 
northern section of Dade County of 
130. Miami, on the other hand, went 
wet 453 to 264, or a wet majority of 
189. When the votes of the county's 
twenty precincts were counted, the 
drys won 978 to 863, a 115 vote 
majority. 

The wet forces in Miami and Dania 
argued that the wets had won the 
referendum. Their reasoning went as 
follows. Broward County had been 
created by the 1913 legislature. The 
bill which created the county contain
ed an unconstitutional provision in 
that the bill gave legislative power to 
the people who lived in Fort Lauder
dale, Dania and Hallandale, but the 
state constitution delegated legisla
tive power solely to the legislature. 
This belated argument by the wets, 
who had said nothing about the un
constitutionality of the division bill at 
the time of the July referendum, struck 

many as self-serving, although it is 
only just to point out that some Miami 
lawyers before the referendum had 
argued the referendum provision of 

. 
I 

the bill was unconstitutional but the 
other provisions of the bill were legal, 
and, ipso facto, Broward County was . _ 
a reality. I 

Six times the wet forces through 
their legal counsel tried to have var
ious courts declare that Broward 
County was legally created by the 
legislature, and thus Dade County, 
minus Broward County, the latter be
ing composed of Fort Lauderdale, 
Dania and Hallandale, had voted wet 
in the October 30th referendum by a 
majority of fifteen votes when the 
votes from the three Broward County 
towns were disallowed. 

In each of the six instances the 
courts rejected the arguments of the 
wet forces, and Dade County remained 
dry. Indeed, Fort Lauderdale had ex
hibited, as its citizens had declared 
after the July county division referen
dum, its ability to control elections, or 
at least close ones, in Dade County. 
Hereafter, the wet forces and the favor
ers of the creation of Broward County 
both united to support the new county. 
Strange bedfellows, the wets and drys! 
They both realized their ambition in 
1915 with the creation of the new ~ 
county, but one which included the -
southern portion of Palm Beach 
County to go with the northern por
tion of Dade County. 

I 
~ 
J 



Tlbe Cre~~ttion of Broward County 

THE STRUGGLE TO CREATE 
BROWARD COUNTY, 1914-15 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, December 11, 1914, pg. 4 

"Board of Trade 
(Ft. Lauderdale) 

Committees" 
At the Board of Trade meeting held 

on Dec. 7, 1914, the following were 
appointed chairman of committees, 
said chairman to fill in such members 
of committees as will work in harmony 
with them and report make-up of com
mittee to Secretary of Board of Trade. 

Civic 
Agricultural 
Health 

Educational 
Transportation 
New Enterprise 
Entertainment 
Finance 
Roads 
Equalization 
Parks 
Insurance & 
Fire Deputy 
Real Estate 
County Division 
Membership 
River & Harbor 

W. P. Snyder 
W. H. Marshall 
All doctor mem
bers of Board of 
Trade 
C. D. Kittredge 
W. C. Kyle 
W. J. Reed 
R. J. Reed 
Ralph J. Horton 
F. A. Bryan 
H. G. Wheeler 
Frank Stranahan 
S. L. Drake 

C. C. Ausherman 
F. A. Bryan 
W. H. Marshall 
T. M. Bryan 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, January 8, 1915, pg. 2 

"County Division Far From 
Being a Dead Issue" 

County division is a long ways from 
being dead, according to advice from 
Ft. Lauderdale, where recently an im
portant meeting was held between the 
directors of the Board of Trade and 
Frank A. Bryan, who is chairman of 
the County Division Committee. The 
business contracted has been kept sub
rosa, but Mr. Bryan, who was in 
Miami this morning acting in his 
capacity as chairman of the Board of 
County Commissioners [Dade], admit
ted that the report is true. 

It is understood that many confer
ences on the subject have been recent
ly held, and there is strong indication 
that an effort will be made to bring up 
the matter at the next session of the 
legislature. Two years ago the division 
of the county was defeated after a 
hard fight. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, January 15, 1915, pg. 6 

"Does Ft. Lauderdale Want 
Pompano's Aid? 

(In Currie's Megaphone) 
While the people of Ft. Lauderdale 

are making plans for a strenuous fight 
to establish Everglades County with 
Lauderdale as the County Seat at the 
coming session of the Legislature, 
they should not forget that they will 
need the support and influence of every 
other town that will be in the county. 

It will be no easy matter to wrest 
from Dade and Palm Beach counties 
valuable portions of their territory, and 
if the fight should be won, and Ever
glades County established, it is going 
to be necessary for the citizens of all 
the towns living within the territory 
proposed to be incorporated into the 
new county, to put up an undivided 
front. 

Palm Beach County is not going to 
willingly let go of the valuable territory 
lying in the vicinity of Pompano, but 
when the legislature comes to consider 
the matter and decide with which 
county Pompano is to be allowed to 
cast her lot, it will largely depend upon 
the attitude of the people living in 
that section, and their wishes will be 
largely respected by the law makers 
in Tallahassee. 

Ft. Lauderdale, more than any other 
town in the section proposed to be 
placed in Everglades County, desires 
the creation of that county, because 
she will benefit more from it through 
being made the County Seat, than any 
other town, and right now if the people 
of Ft. Lauderdale want the support 
and good will of the Pompano people, 
is the time for the citizens of Ft. Laud
erdale to begin to show an interest in 
what will one day, with the continua
tion of the present growth, become a 
suburban town. 

The Megaphone Man [George Currie], 
while a resident of Palm Beach County, 
and who is counted one of its greatest 
boosters, owns valuable property at 
Pompano, and therefore pretty nearly 
"on the fence" in regard to the proposi
tion for there is no doubt whatever but 
that Everglades County when created 
will be one of the richest in the State, 
and the fortunes of Pompano and other 
towns in the county would increase in 
a corresponding ratio. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
February 12, 1915, pg. 4 

"Editorial: A New County 
Will Not Increase Taxes 

Some few think that the establish
ment of a new county would increase 
taxation. The truth of the business is, 
it should not require so much tax 
money as we now pay. The officers 
are paid by fees, and they are paid by 
those doing business with the respec
tive officers. For example, the officers 
would not take as much as they do in 
large counties. But there would be no 
trouble to find men who would sacri
fice themselves to accept the various 
positions. 

A new county would enhance the 
value of all the property in the county. 
By using the old school house here for 
a courthouse we would not have to 
build one for ten years and this sav
ing would enable us to use it on roads 
and road improvements. 

The closer you bring government to 
the people the less chance you have 
for graft. Then the convenience of 
having the records office and school 
department near you, will be worth a 
great deal. It is easier to ride fifteen 
miles to meet the Board of County 
Commissioners than it is thirty miles. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, April 2, 1915, pg. 1 

"County Division Will 
Be Asked For" 

A county division with Ft. Laud
erdale as the county seat will again be 
brought before the approaching session 
of the legislature when that body con
venes in Tallahassee in April, unless 
something unexpected should turn up 
at the last moment. 

Petitions are out and a canvass, 
which has been started by competent 
men, until every voter has been visited. 
It is hoped that those interested will 
come forward without waiting for a 
committee to call. Favorable reports 
have been received and a large major
ity of citizens living in the territory 
are in favor of division. 

The new county will embrace a por
tion of the northern territory of Dade 
County and a portion of the southern 
confines of Palm Beach County. It will 
extend along the East Coast just south 
of Hallandale in Dade to a point north 
of Boca Raton in Palm Beach County, 
and from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
western borders of the present counties. 

A petition will also be sent to the 
Governor to call a special primary for 
the purpose of ascertaining the choice 
of the voters for the officers of the new 
county. Upon the result of which pri
mary, the Governor is requested to 
appoint the respective officers. 
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Tlbe Creation of Broward County 

VICTORY IN TALLAHASSEE 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, April 23, 1915, pg. 1 

"Broward County Is Assured" 

Fort Lauderdale the Capitol 

Bill Passed House Yesterday and Will 
Pass Senate Today Without Opposition 

Representatives of Dade and 
Palm Beach Counties Agreed 

on Measure 

Tallahassee, April22. Under a suspen
>ion of the rules, the bill creating 
Broward county out of parts of Palm 
Beach and Dade counties was passed 
by the House today and will likely 
pass the Senate without opposition 
tomorrow. Fort Lauderdale, where 
Governor Broward first began the work 
of reclaiming the Everglades, is to be 
the County Seat ofthe New County. 

After a long fight, participated in 
by factions working for and against 
the formation of the new county, the 
representatives of Dade and Palm 
Beach counties agreed on a bill, and 
so practically assured its passage in 
both houses of the legislature. 

This morning's Miami Herald states 
that the citizens of Dania and Hallan
dale are flooding their representatives 
with telegrams, objecting to being 
made a part of the new county; also 
stating that 95 per cent of the citizens 
of those places are against county 
division. But this statement is made 
by the leaders of the opposition and is 
not the real sentiment of the people, 
as was proven by the fact that peti
tions were signed by a large portion of 
the voters only a short time ago. 

The leaders of the opposition are 
endeavoring, this morning, to bring 
influence to bear on the Senate which 
will hold the matter up till a later 
date. But it is not probable that a 
change of program can now be made, 
as both Senators and Representatives 
of Dade county were familiar with the 
facts before leaving for Tallahassee. 
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Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
Friday, April 23, 1915, pg. 5 

"Local News" 

Frank Bryan, who has been in 
Tallahassee in the interest of the 
county division, was called home 
Wednesday on account of the death of 
his sister, Mrs. Fred Fisher. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
April 30, 1915, pg. 4 

"Editorial" 

We are proud of Broward County, 
and we greatly appreciate the work of 
[F.M.] Hudson for passing the bill in 
the senate; he has made many friends 
in the new county by his good work in 
this matter and William Bussie [senator 
from Palm Beach County] can be the 
senator to succeed Senator Hudson so 
far as Broward County can give it to 
him. And we will always hold our
selves ready to help R.E. McDonald 
[representative from Dade County] in 
any way we can. The excellent work 
of Frank Bryan and Tom Bryan will 
not be forgotten; they helped to give 
Florida a county destined to become 
in the near future one of the best 
counties in the state. 

********* 
Broward County is at last a reality, 

and like all good things brings with it 
responsibilities as well as benefits. We 
hope that this county will be governed 
by a spirit of fair play, and that every 
part of Broward County will share 
alike the bene :fits to result from its 
creation. In the past we have con
demned Miami for 'hogging' all the 
positions. Let us prove by our treat
ment of the small places that our 
criticism had somethmg more behind 
it than envy. We feel that the positions 
should be divided out among the 
different places. In the distribution of 
the offices, Deerfield, Pompano, Dania, 
Hallandale and Davie must be re-

Frank A. Bryan, Chairman of the 
Dade County Commission 1911-
1915, was a guiding force in the 
creation of Broward County and 
became its first clerk. 

membered; and if we have any in
fluence it shall be done. No county in 
Florida has a better outlook. If we pull 
together we will help to make an ideal 
county. 

******* 
We should not build a courthouse in 

five years, as the old schoolhouse will 
be all we need. We should make the 
road through the county one of the 
best in the state. From each of the 
places, Hallandale, Dania, Fort Laud
erdale , Pompano and Deerfield a 
boulevard to the beach should be made 
and if possible extended into the glades 
on the west. If that is done it would 
cause more people to come to our , 
county than to any other county in 
Florida. For that purpose we should 
raise and spend money that should 
give us the best road system in Florida. 
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"Fort Lauderdale County Seat" 

The Creation of Broward County Gives 
to Florida's Greatest Governor a 

Fitting Monument 

The Gate City Will Make Rapid Growth 
Under Influence Derived 

From the New County 

Broward County has arrived. The 
welcome news that the residents of 
this section have been waiting for so 
long reached the city Friday evening. 

The Bill creating Broward County 
out of the North part of Dade County 
and the South part of Palm Beach 
County passed the House Thursday 
and the Senate last Friday afternoon. 

A wire from Tallahassee flashed the 
glad tidings to the waiting residents 
of Fort Lauderdale, the new county 
seat, and immediately celebrations 
began. The band played; the citizens 
sang, and later on every available auto 
in the city was pressed into service to 
take a large delegation of happy 
boosters to Pompano and Deerfield 
where the citizens were awakened and 
informed of the new commonwealth. 

Early Saturday morning the Sentin
el issued a special edition, the first 
paper published in Broward County, 
announcing the birth of the New 
County and further announcing a cele
bration of the event Saturday night 
on the streets. 

In consequence a large and happy 
crowd gathered on the streets in the 
evening, the band played and enthusi
astic speeches were made by several 
prominent citizens. 

The new county of Broward begins 
life under very favorable circum
stances. It embraces some 1540 square 
miles of as fine land as can be found 
in the state. The boundry [sic.] line on 
the north is one mile north of Deerfield; 
on the south, one half mile north of 
Ojus and from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the eastern boundary of Lee county, 
making it about 28 miles north and 
south by 55 miles east and west. 

Contained within its limits are five 
small but thrifty and enterprising 
towns, namely: Deerfield, Pompano, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Dania and Hallandale, 
also the communities of Davie, Colo
hatchee and Progresso. The population 
is probably about 8,000 [actually 4,763] 
and the assessed valuation is estimated 
at $2,600,000. There is in the neighbor
hood of seventy-five miles of rock road. 

But the new county's greatest asset, 
its most valuable possession, is its 
cosmopolitan citizenship, made up of 
people from all parts of the world. A 
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"To Broward County" 

In Florida's spacious hall, 
one bright April morn, 

While anxious hearts were waiting here, 
a little babe was born; 

A perfect child of goodly grace, 
and fair and comely form, 

'Tis christened Broward, and this 
name shall 'fend it from the storm. 

Into Queen Florida's royal crown 
another gem has come, 

Though other jewels shine so fair 
this shineth like the sun. 

A precious diamond of richest worth 
and purest tining done, 

Nor richest king on earth we know 
boast a fairer one. 

Into this land of lovely flowers 
another has come to bloom, 

And with the other flowers 
gay fling out its sweet perfume, 

A modest flower of purest white 
nor other's rights assume, 

Must keep it so and ever be 
with all the flowers in tune. 

Unto our State has come a star, 
and may it ever shine, 

Among the golden galaxy 
until the end of time, 

A brilliant star, a guiding star 
for your met and for mine, 

A shield, a jewel, a flower, a star, 
is it not a gift sublime. 

- Lucille Richards 

people who are constantly on the look
out for a chance to better their own 
and their community's condition. Con
gregated here are men who have the 
nerve to tackle and subdue the wilder
ness about them; men quick to see the 
possibilities of a new country and quick 
to take a chance to mold a fortune out 
of the material at hand. These people 

have proven themselves progressive 
and of a high moral standard. And of 
such a people; of such wonderful re
sources, is the new county formed. It 
is a combination that is sure to win, 
and Broward will immediately step 
into a prominent position among the 
leading counties of the state of Florida. 

Fort Lauderdale, the county seat, is 
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Colonel George G. Mathews, editor 
of the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel, 
local booster, and author of most 
of the newspaper articles printed 
here. 

wearing its new honors modestly. It is 
glad indeed to be so favored, and it 
will live up to the dignity of its position. 
But it will not go wild over its prospects 
and demand of the young county a 
magnificent court house. It will not 
attempt to bleed the taxpayers for the 
many improvements that county seat 
towns are in the habit of asking for. 
On the contrary it seems to be the 
consensus of opinion that we should 
go slow, and to do only those things 
which are intended for the good of the 
whole county, rather than the upbuild
ing of Fort Lauderdale. 

That our town is destined to become 
a fine city, not one of her citizens 
doubts; we have the natural resources 
and it is sure to grow, but will make 
its growth on its own merits and will 
make no attempt to build itself up at 
the expense ofthe rest of the county. 
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"County Wide Mass Meeting 
Drew Crowd" 

Davie Came 100 Strong 
With Banners Flying 

All Other Towns of the New County 
Represented and One Grand Love 

Feast Resulted 

Monday night Fort Lauderdale was 
the center of the most enthusiastic time 
ever witnessed in South Florida. In 
the afternoon people began to arrive 
from Pompano and Deerfield, while 
early in the evening the good people 
of Dania and Hallandale appeared 
upon the scene. But the most inter
esting crowd and real booster, was the 
Davie delegation, 100 strong, who 
came floating down the river on a 
barge, towed by the mail boat with 
banners flying, singing, "It's a long 
way to Davie". They were greeted at 
dock by a large, good natured crowd, 
all anxious to make the first mass 
meeting of Broward County a howling 
success. The line of march formed and 
headed by our band paraded the streets, 
singing, "It's a long way to Tipper
ary," in which all joined, and marched 
to the pavilion of the M. E. church 
where the Board of Trade was waiting 
for them. The pavilion proved too 
small for the crowd and hundreds were 
compelled to stand outside. After 
several selections by the band, Col. 
Robt. Reed, president of the Board of 
Trade, called the meeting to order, and 
in his unique way explained the object 
of this gathering. He introduced Editor 
Mathews of the Sentinel who spoke 
along harmonious lines. 

A. B. Lowe, candidate for County 
Commissioner from Davie, was then 
introduced and was greeted with ap
plause; he proved an interesting enter
tainer, and was followed by Hon. A. 
C. Frost of Dania, who voiced the senti
ment that Dania would stand hand in 
hand for the upbuilding of the new 
county. 

J. D. Butler of Deerfield was then 
called upon and made a fine speech 
which was well received and vigorous
ly applauded. W. H. Shuford of Pom
pano then entertained the crowd with 
a vision picture of Pompano as the 
center of the universe. He said the 
United States was the greatest country, 
Florida the greatest state, and the East 
Coast the greatest spot on the earth. 

Jim Holden [James M. Holding] was 
next called upon, and stated that while 
some of his town people opposed the 
county division, they were now for it, 
and that only the best men should be 

chosen for office; he favored distribut
ing the offices over the county so that 
all would be justly treated. Mr. Leibold 
of Davie being called upon made a 
fitting speech for the occasion. 

Quince Bryan of Dania was intro
duced and was at his best, his speech 
being one of the most interesting of 
the evening. He was followed by Tom 
Bryan, who said after the trying time 
in Tallahassee, he fully appreciated 
the splendid meeting and felt that he 
was paid for all the trouble that he 
had endured. Rev. D. T. Firor stated 
he was a democrat and in spite of the 
fact that he "got religion" that he was 
still a democrat. He then made a 
motion this meeting petition the Gov
ernor to permit the people of Broward 
county to have a white primary in 
which all the people could participate, 
which was carried by a rising vote. 

The following committee to formu
late the petition: Robt. J . Reed, Judge 
Shippey, J. D. Butler, A. C. Frost, A. 
B. Lowe and Mr. Morfitt were ap
pointed. 

Mr. Forman from North Canal was 
then introduced and made a good 
speech. He said they had 13 families 
on that canal near the locks and he 
felt it was the one place in every way 
equal to the South canal. 

C. E. Farrington, who had been re- ~ 
quested to speak for the people who 
owned land in the 'glades and not 
residents, made a good speech and 
gave some valuable information. 

The question of a County Court 
House came up and was referred to a 
committee, under motion of Tom Bryan, 
after which a rising vote of thanks 
was given our band boys for their ser
vices in making the meeting a success. 
They did excellent work considering 
they have only been organized a 
month, and appeared on the street for 
the third time. 

At a late hour the meeting adjourned. 
Fort Lauderdale never had a more 
enthusiastic meeting and it will live 
in the history of Broward county. 
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from article 
"Will Form County Board of Trade" 

Frank Bryan reported the expense 
of the committee who went to Talla
hassee. He showed that they had re- ~ 
ceived $200.00 and that the expense 
had been $231.00. The matter was 
referred to the committee in charge of 
the fund. 



Tke Crelldion of Broward County 

POLITICS AND ELECTIONS 
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"Democratic Central Committee 
Meets" 

A Large Attendance of Candidates 

Committee Appointed to Determine 
the Eligibility of Voters of the New 

County Assessments Collected 

The Democratic County central com
mittee met in this city Wednesday to 
receive applications and fees from the 
candidates who have announced for 
the different offices in the new county. 
All members of the committee were 
present and the council chamber in 
the city building was crowded with 
candidates. 

A committee was appointed to visit 
Miami and West Palm Beach to com
pare registration books and determine 
who is qualified to vote. 

Every one who has paid 1913 taxes 
and who voted in the last election will 
be allowed to participate in this pri
mary and men who have been here 
only one year who have paid tax 1914 
can vote on June 12. Mr. Mullikin 
[Mulliken] offered a resolution that 
the one in their respective districts 
who received a majority vote would be 
recommended for appointment for 
county commissioners. 

Some objections was made, but Mr. 
Mullikin explained that the three 
candidates in Ft. Lauderdale might 
get the highest votes and could claim 
to be recommended to the Governor 
for appointment. The committee ad
journed until June 15, when they will 
canvass votes and send in names for 
appointment. 
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"Broward Officials Nominated 
Saturday" 

Intense Interest Shown in First Primary 

Governor Trammell Will Appoint the 
Men to Fill the Offices Who Were 

Successful at the Polls 

As a result of the Primary held last 
Saturday, Governor Trammell will ap-

point as officers for the new county of 
Broward, the men designated by the 
voters of the county. 

A fairly good vote was cast, how
ever a vast number who wanted to 
participate in Broward County's first 
election were unable to do so by reason 
of not being properly registered. 260 
votes were cast in Ft. Lauderdale, 
which was probably about one third 
of those who have resided here the 
required length of time, but who had 
neglected to register or pay poll tax. 

There were many spirited contests 
and in some instances the vote was 
very close. Very little mud-slinging 
was indulged in and the losing can
didates accepted defeat gracefully. 

Following is the vote of the county: 

CLERK OF CIRCUIT COURT 
Frank A. Bryan .. . . .. .. .. . .. 375 

FOR SHERIFF 
J . A. Saxon .. ....... . .. ... .. .. 61 
A. W. Turner . . ... .. . ...... . . 295 
Lucian Craig . . ... ... .. .... .. . 92 
L. M. Bryan .... . . ..... ... .. .. 61 

FOR TAX COLLECTOR 
W. 0. Berryhill . .. . . ........ . . 463 

FOR TAX ASSESSOR 
H. C. Davis ............. .. ... 232 
W. Q. Bryan ..... . .. . . . . . .... 266 

FOR COUNTY TREASURER 
W. P. Cromer .. . . . . . .. . . . ... . 144 
J . G. Ewing . . .... . . . ..... . . .. 233 
H. G. Wheeler . . . . .... . . ...... 119 

FOR COUNTY JUDGE 
Samuel L. Drake .. . . . .. . . .. . . 176 
J. F. Bunn ....... .. . . .. . ... . . 258 
Geo. L. Glasser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68 

FOR COUNTY COMMISSIONER 
First District 

W. L. Bracknell . .. . ... . ...... 263 
Edward A. Thomas . . .... .. . . 202 

Second District 
C. D. Hinson ................ 173 
I. I. Hardy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 4 

Third District 
W. H. Marshall ........... . .. 177 
J. J. Joyce . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . ... . 305 

Fourth District 
John W. Mullikin ...... . . . . . . 194 
Alexander B. Lowe . . . . . . . . . . 297 

Fifth District 
C. E. Ingalls . . .............. . 311 
H. S. Hobbs . .... . .. . ........ 154 

FOR PROSECUTING ATTORNEY 
Thos. B. Norfleet . . . .. . ... . .. 196 
G. A. Frost ....... . ... . ... . .. 291 

SUPERVISOR OF REGISTRATION 
D. G. Tenbrook . .. . ........ . . 269 
D. D. Oliver . ... . ... .... .... . 239 

SUPERINTENDENT OF 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

J . M. Holding .. . .. . . .. .... . .. 429 

MEMBEROFSCHOOLBOARD 
F. L. Neville .. . . . . . .. .... . ... 354 
C. D. Kittredge . . . ... . .... . .. 361 
A. E. Harry ... . ... . . ....... . . 214 
J . D. Butler . ..... . . . . .. ... ... 273 

JUSTICE OF PEACE 
Sixth Precinct 

J . W. Hurdle .. . .... . ....... . . 325 

Broward's first sheriff, Aden Water
man Turner, served 1915-1922 and 
1929-1933. 
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CONSTABLE 
Sixth Precinct 

H. S. Garnett ... ... .. . . ... ... 251 
Second Precinct 

J . T. Hamilton .... ... . . .. . . .. 239 
Fourth Precinct 

Theo. Demro. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 220 

FOR COUNTY GAME WARDEN 
C. V. Purvis ... . ...... . . . . . . . 328 

FOR DEMOCRATIC 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

District No. 1 
J . L. Marsh . . . . ........ . ... . . 270 

District No. 2 
Geo. L. Blunt [Blount] ........ 209 
T. Sol. Belville ............ . .. 109 

District No.3 
E. T. King ......... . ... . . . . . . 306 

District No.4 
P. H. Roper ............ . ..... 302 

District No. 7 
J. R. Porter ....... . ... . ...... 262 
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"Editorial" 

Broward county has passed into his
tory, and brought with it some disap
pointments. But we will say that few 
counties has better men than we have 
named for the Governor's appoint
ment. The Board of County Commis
sioners, and school board, are especial
ly strong. We can look for the best and 
most economical government of the 
county's affairs. In the election of Mr. 
Turner of Pompano as sheriff, we 
named one of the best men for the 
place. He does not drink, is a man of 
the very best habits. Jim Holding will 
make one of the best School Superin
tendents in the state. In Frank Bryan 

it will be the right man in the right 
place as Secretary ofthe County Board. 
Having been a member of the Dade 
County Board he knows all the rules 
and laws governing them. So will be 
an able adviser for the Board of Coun
ty Commissioners. In Bracknell, Lowe, 
Hardy, Ingalls and Joyce, we will have 
men who will guard the best interest 
of the taxpayers. In Judge Bunn we 
have a man who will be an impartial 
arbiter and will measure out equal and 
exact justice to all. We have in G. A. 
Frost an able and honest man for 
Prosecuting Attorney. We are very for
tunate to have Kittredge, Butler and 
Neville to manage our school system. 
Quince Bryan will please every one as 
Tax-Assessor, and no one who knows 
him will doubt Berryhill, as he is one 
of the best fellows in our county. 

Broward County tax office in the first courthouse, 
1915. Standing at right is William 0. "Deacon" Ber-

ryhill, the first county tax collector. Courtesy Florida 
State Archives. 
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Tlbe Creation of Broward County 

PREPARING FOR A NEW COUNTY 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Broward County" 

According to Captain J. T. Jaudon, 
the County [Dade] Tax Assessor, 
Broward County will take away about 
two million from Dade County accord
ing to the assessor's figures. The 
amount is $2,003,129 and is divided as 
follows: Real Estate, $1,707,330; Per
sonal, $131,290; Railroad (estimated), 
$160,000; Telegraph (estimated), and 
Pullman Company (estimated), $2,000. 

Broward County will have over 
$2,600,000 assessed value [including 
portion annexed from Palm Beach Coun
ty]. So [it] will have all the revenue 
needed to meet the expenses of the 
county. With only twelve schools to 
maintain, our expenses will be small 
compared to other counties. 
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"Broward County Commissioners 
Meet" 

First Meeting of the New County 
Board Held in City Hall 

Old School House Will Be Used as 
New County Court House. Other Im
portant Business 

The new Board of Commissioners 
met at the council chamber Friday 
afternoon and nearly all of the newly 
elects were present. 

Ed. King, chairman of the executive 
committee, called the meeting to order 
and stated the purpose for which he 
had called them together, saying that 
he had received letters from the Gov
ernor, which were read to Mr. Bryan. 
He further said that one of the objects 
of the meeting was to bring the com
missioners and school board together 
for them to make arrangements about 
disposing of the school house to the 
new county to be used as a court 
house and public offices. He then turn
ed the meeting over to the commis
swners. 

On motion of Mr. Ingalls, seconded 
by Mr. Joyce, Mr. Lowe was made 
chairman of the board. 

The matter oflegal advice was taken 

up, and Mr. Bracknell thought that 
legal advisors should be secured be
fore they take any steps. 

Mr. Ingalls said that while Judge 
Bunn and attorney Frost had offered 
their services free, he was afraid, owing 
to the fact that they were already pub
lic officers that they could not act in a 
dual capacity and he felt that the Board 
should take no chances by naming 
men already elected to office. He stated 
that we had two young lawyers here 
from Ocala who had had experience 
in an advisory capacity for Boards of 
County Commissioners. The firm refer
red to was Bullock & Evans. On mo
tion of Mr. Bracknell and seconded by 
Mr. Hardy, a committee was appoint
ed to see the young men and arrange 
terms with them, Messrs. Ingalls and 
J oyce receiving the appointment. On 
motion of Mr. Bracknell, seconded by 
Mr. Joyce, the Sentinel was made the 
official organ for the first year. 

Chairman Lowe said the commis
sioners would like to consider any 
proposition that the school board would 
make regarding the sale of the school 
house to the board. F. L. Neville thought 
that the matter was absolutely in the 
hands of the Dade county school board. 
Mr. Bracknell thought that $10,000 
would be a reasonable price for the 
building and several lots. Mr. Kittredge 
thought it would be cheap at $12,000. 
Chairman Lowe and clerk F. A. Bryan 
were appointed as a committee to con
fer with the school board, to see about 
buying the school house and the terms 
tha ~ could be secured. Clerk Bryan 
was authorized to get a list of the 
necessary supplies. Chairman Lowe, 
Commissioner Bracknell and F. A. 
Bryan were named to consult with the 
school board regarding prices and 
terms for the school property. 
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"Commissioners Busy -
Judge Bunn and Frost Offer 

Services Free" 

County Commissioners met at the 
City Hall Friday, 2 p.m. Chairman 
Lowe was in the chair. There were 
present, Messrs. Lowe, Hardy, Ingalls 
and Joyce. Minutes of the last meet-

ing were read and approved. Messrs. 
Joyce and Ingalls reported that they 
had conferred with attorneys Bullock 
& Evans regarding the attorneyship. 
They stated that the attorneys had 
the offer under advisement; later Mr. 
Evans came in and stated that they 
would take as retainer from $15 to $25 
per month leaving the amount within 
those amounts to the commissioners 
who knew better what they could af
ford to pay; but they would expect 
reasonable fees for other work done. 
Mr. Norfleet offered to take the posi
tion for $25 per month with fees for 
extra work, or he would accept $100 
and do all the work required by the 
commissioners. Judge Bunn, speaking 
for himself and Mr. Frost, stated that 
they would take the position free for 
one year, which was accepted by the 
Board. 

Chairman Lowe, who was one of 
the committee to see the Dade County 
Board of Education about purchasing 
the old school house to be used as a 
court house, reported that the Dade 
county Board had offered to sell the 
building and lots for $12,000. Two thou
sand to be paid cash, the balance to 
be paid $1000 a year with interest un
til paid. The Broward school would 
sell bonds for the amount of money 
needed which the Broward commis
sioners could take up as they come 
due. 

Mr. Garrett representing H. & W. B. 
Drew Co., who came to bid for books 
and other work, stated that they 
would do all the work at their regular 
prices and give six months time, that 
he would give what could be done at 
home to local printers, but as he sug
gested lithographic warrents, letter
heads and envelopes would leave but 
little for local printers. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Holm
berg and Ausherman in which they 
offered to donate a site for the court
house in North Lauderdale, 450x270 
feet. Mr. Ingalls said that if there was 
no string to the offer, it should be 
accepted. Mr. Fleming submitted plans 
fQr remodeling the school house for 
use as a court house and offices. Mr. 
Joyce and Mr. Bryan were appointed 
as a committee to examine into plans 
and advise with him. The Board then 
adjourned to meet in Miami Tuesday 
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and Wednesday to find out just what 
was needed in the way of bonds and 
forms. 

The commissioners were in Miami 
Tuesday looking over the offices and 
getting needed information before they 
begin work in Broward county. Those 
present were Messrs. Lowe, Hardy, In
galls and Joyce. Mr. Bracknell was 
not on hand. F.A. Bryan was on hand 
conferring with Mr. Merritt and study
ing the work of the circuit clerk, an 
office which he is soon to fill. They 
were importuned to give the printing 
to many printing concerns inside and 
outside the state. It is hoped the print
ing may be done at home and the 
money kept where it will benefit our 
own people. The Broward Commission
ers will meet the first Tuesday in Oct
ober, the first time after getting com
missions. Commissioner Lowe remain
ed in Miami overnight. 
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"Broward County Courthouse" 

Old School House Purchased 
For $12,000.00 

Interior of Building Will be Remodel
ed for Convenience of the Various Of
fices 

Broward County Commissioners met 
last Friday at the old school house to 
arrange for remodeling the building 
and converting it into a court house. 
Quite a number . of printers were on 
hand. Some of them seemed anxious 
to save money for Broward county. 
The following members were present: 
Messrs. Lowe, Ingalls, Hardy, Joyce, 
Clerk, F. A. Bryan. Mr. Bracknell was 
out of town, hence his absence. 

The board was advised that they 
would be forced under the law to ad
vertise for bids for printing. Mr. Gar
rett tried to convince the board, that 
as each book could be invoiced sep
arately that the limit would not be 
reached. Mr. Ingalls then moved, and 
seconded by Mr. Joyce, that they adver
tise for bids for furniture, books, and 
printed blanks separately. Mr. Garrett 
objected, he thought that it was better 
to have a consolidated bid. Mr. 
Mathews objected as it would be the 
equivalent to shutting out all bids ex
cept that of H. & W. B. Drew. Mr. 
Ingalls held to his motion and the 
wish of Mr. Garrett was defeated. The 
board then authorized that the bid of 
$12,000 be made for the school house 
and grounds to be used as the court 
house. Meeting adjourned. 

The County Commissioners of Brow
ard County bought in the old school 
house for $12,000 when bids were open-
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ed for purchase of same. The school 
house will be put in shape, to be used 
as our first court house. 
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"Facts Worth Knowing" 

Broward County 
By One of Our Readers 

Broward County is approximately 
24 miles wide north and south, and 48 
miles long east and west. 

Broward County is approximately 
1152 square miles, or 737,280 acres. 
Approximately one eighth of this area 
is pine land, or 92,160 acres, the bal
ance, or 645,120 acres, being Ever
glades. 

Broward County is an agricultural 
county, consequently its development 
must be along agricultural lines. 

Broward County has a population 
of about 6000 people [actually 4,763]. 

Approximately 10,000 acres of Brow
ard County is under yearly cultiva
tion, or a little more than 10 per cent 
of its pine lands, or about 1.4 per cent 
of its total area. 

Broward County will derive under 
the present valuation of about $2,600,000 
about $75,000 in all taxes. 

If the lands within the triangle is 
assessed at a higher figure than the 
open glade land, as Davie farm for 
example is now assessed, it will mean 
an added valuation for tax purposes 
of from $400,000.00 to $750,000.00. 

Everglades land in Broward County 
is assessed at present at $1.00 per 
acre, which pays about 31-2 per cent 
taxes per year for road fund. If 100,000 
acres of Everglades is put in condition 
for development, and is developed 
within the next few years, at the same 
assessment, $3,500.00 per year would 
be derived. But the assessment would 
be increased many times, which would 
mean an income of between $25,000.00 
[and] $35,000.00 per year. For twenty 
years, the life of the bonds, far more 
than sufficient taxes would be collec
ed to take care of the road project at 
present in the minds of everyone. 

Who pays this amount? The Ever
glades farmer. Where does he live at 
present? Not in Florida. Why was 
Broward County created? You answer. 
(But you will not say "Solely to Devel
op its Pine Lands," for its Pine Lands 
were being developed while in Dade 
County, and will continue to be devel
oped in Broward County. Neither will 
you say that the sole development of 
its pine lands will keep Broward Coun
ty in existence.) So, what has made 
the existence of Broward County pos
sible? Taxation derived from its glade 

lands. Who owns the Everglades 
lands? The northern farmer a good 
portion of it. Who owns the pine lands? 
The residents of the County. Will rock 
roads solely thru the pine lands bring 
a greater increase of population into 
Broward County than rock roads thru 
the pine lands and out into the glades? 
Please answer that also. 

Every man of family who moves to 
Broward County spends from $750.00 
to $1,000.00 per year. One hundred 
families at the same rate would mean 
an added circulation of hard cash of 
from $75,000 .00 to $100,000.00 per 
year. (Ad infinitum). Where? In Brow
ard County. At the same time these 
100 families are improving at the least 
estimate 1000 acres, and being taxed 
on increased valuation. 

We are potentially the "richest coun
ty in Florida." 

Ft. Lauderdale's share of the bond 
issue builds the road to Davie. Ever
glades bond issue builds the road the 
rest of the way. "Surely we can give 
these people the privilege of building 
their own roads." 

If this is all bosh, then kill the bond 
issue. If not, vote for it when the time 
comes. 
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"Commissioners Proceedings" -..J 

Condensed Report of 
Preliminary Business 

The County Commissioners appoint
ed by Gov. Park Trammell for Brow
ard County, met at the town hall, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Florida, July 23, 1915, at 
2p.m. 

The following members were pres
ent: Commissioners A. B. Lowe, J. J . 
Joyce, I. I. Hardee [Hardy], C. E. Ing
alls and W. L. Bracknell. On motion 
Com. A. B. Lowe was unanimously 
elected as temporary chairman. 

Motion was made and seconded that 
a committee be appointed to see At
torneys Bullock & Evans in regard to 
accepting position as County Attorney 
for Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners. 

On motion and seconded, which was 
duly carried, the County printing for a 
period of one year from October 1st, 
1915, was given to the Ft. Lauderdale 
Sentinel. 

On motion, seconded, the Clerk was 
ordered to prepare a list of the neces
sary supplies, books, furniture, etc., 
for the different offices which would 
be needed in the Broward County ~ 
Court House. 

A motion, seconded, that the chair
man and clerk of the Board act as a 
committee to get prices and terms from 



the Dade County School Board on An
drews Avenue school building for Coun
ty Court House use. 

The Clerk on motion was authorized 
to get samples and prices on all sup
plies for new Court House and make a 
report at the next meeting. 

The Board of County Commission
ers appointed for Broward County 
met at the town hall, August 6, 1915, 
at 1 p.m. 

Chairman Lowe reported that the 
Dade County School Board were ready 
to enter into a contract with Broward 
County Commissioners, but no definite 
arrangements had so far been made. 
C. J. [should be C. D.] Kittredge ap
peared before the Board and offered 
suggestions in regard to the contract 
to be made between the School Board 

Officials in the 1915 photo above 
are (left to right): County Engineer 
Herbert C. Davis, County Commis
sioners Charles Edward Ingalls, 
Alexander B. Lowe and J.J. Joyce, 
and County Attorney Wilfred I. 
Evans. Rounding out the first coun
ty commission were Isaac I. Hardy 
(photo at left) and William L. Brack
nell (photo at right). 

and the Broward County Commission
ers for school house building, recom
mending that an offer be made to the 
Dade County School Board the pur
chase price to be fixed at $12,000.00, 
$2,000.00 to be paid in a county war
rant at the first meeting of the Board 
of County Commissioners, and the bal
ance to be paid in annual payments of 
$1,000.00 each, until the balance of 
$10,000.00 is paid in full. A motion 
was made and seconded that the offer 
as suggested by Mr. Kittredge be made 
to the Dade County School Board. 

The attorneys present were asked to 
make propositions to serve as County 
Attorney for the Board of County Com
missioners of Broward County for a 
year. Attorney Evans offered his serv
ices as Attorney for the Board at a 
price to be fixed by the Board between 

$15.00 and $25.00 per month as a 
monthly retainer fee, and a reason
able price to be agreed upon for spe
cial services, such as bond issues and 
court cases. 

Attorney Norfleet offered for same 
services as follows: $25.00 per month 
as retainer fee and reasonable fees for 
other services or $100.00 per month 
for all legal advice and work which 
Board might require. 

Judge Bunn stated in his opinion it 
would be legal for the County Attorney 
to serve the Board as legal adviser, 
and that he at any time would be glad 
to assist and advise the Board. A mo
tion was made and seconded that the 
Board accept the offer made by Coun
ty Attorney Frost to serve the Board 
for a period of one year from October 
1. 
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The County Commissioners of Brow
ard County met August 13, 1915. 

Attorney Frost advised the Board 
that the law required that the Board 
advertise for bids on furniture and 
books, if the order amounted to more 
than $300.00. A motion was made and 
seconded that the Board advertise sep
arately for bids on furniture, record 
books and legal blanks, and all sta
tionary necessary, bound books shall 
represent one bid and furniture ano
ther. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Commissioners Report" 

Have Been Busy Since Organization 

August 19, the Board of County Com
missioners of Broward county met in 
the school house, and the clerk was 
ordered to have such books made as 
would be necessary for the opening of 
business on October lst, providing 
that the amount of said order does not 
exceed $300.00. 

The clerk was instructed to adver
tise for bids on county books accord
ing to the list furnished by the clerk, 
excepting the order for books. 

W. P. Smith appeared before the 
Board offering to donate two blocks 
of land, Lauderdale Subdivision, South 
of Fifth Street, in Town of Ft. Lauder
dale, in Broward County, providing 
said County would build a Court 
House on said property within a reas
onable length of time. Mr. Smith's 
proposition was extended to the Town 
of Ft. Lauderdale, if said town woulcl 
erect public buildings on same within 
a reasonable length of time. 

On motion, the Board placed plats 
and contracts offered by Mr. Smith 
on file for future consideration. On 
motion, seconded, the Clerk was in
structed to place an order for three 
fourths of the stationary needed by 
Broward County with the Herald 
Printing Company, the balance, one 
fourth, to be given to the Ft. Lauder
dale Sentinel. 

The Clerk was ordered to advertise 
for bids for remodeling school build
ing, according to plans and specifica
ti~ns. in office of Clerk of County Com
miSSIOners. 

On August 26, 1915, at 2 p.m., the 
Board of County Commissioners of 
Broward County met in the school house. 

The applications of J. K. Gordon 
and S. S. Dalzell for the position as 
janitor for Broward County Court House 
were read and placed on file to be 
acted upon at the first meeting of the 
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Board of County Commissioners in Oct
ober. 

The application of J. G. Farrow for 
the office of Game Warden of Broward 
County was read and placed on file. 

The Board ordered the following 
changes made in the specifications 
made for remodeling school building: 

Section which reads, "only Union 
labor" stricken out. 

The following bonds were fixed for 
County officers by order of the Board 
of County Commissioners: 

Sheriffs bond ............ $2000 
Clerk Circuit Court bond ... $2000 
County Judge bond ....... $2000 
Rock was ordered filled in around 

Court House side walk. 

Board of County Commissioners met 
at the Court House, Sept. 2, 1915: M. 
E. Mark appeared before the Board 
and offered to furnish roofing material 
for court house at $6.50 per square 
laid on the building, or furnish material 
delivered for $4. 75. Board decided to 
postpone final decision as to the kind 
of material. 

C. C. Ausherman asked that his com
pany be given a share of the fire in
surance carried on the county build
ing. 

September 4, 1915, the Board of Coun
ty Commissioners met at the Court 
House. 

A petition from the property owners 
to the town council of Ft. Laud
erdale, asking that Andrews AvenuP 
be paved from curb to curb from South 
River Street to South Second street, 
the cost of same to be assessed to 
property abbuting [sic.] on said street. 
The chairman was introduced to sign 
the petition for having said street 
paved. 

Bids as follows were received on 
record books: 

Hefty Press, Miami, delivered in 
Court House .......... $663.60 

H. & W. B. Drew Co., Jacksonville, 
place of delivery not 
shown ............... $623.10 

Geo. B. Barnard Co., St. Louis, de
livered in Court House $669.00 

Walker, Evans & Cogwell Co, books 
delivered ... ... . . ..... $795.00 

The awarding of contract for books 
was laid over. 

Bids on furniture were as follows: 

H. & W. B. Drew Co., 
Jacksonville . . . .. ... . $1711.31 

Eugene Smith ......... $1350.12 
Palm Beach Mercantile Co. 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 $1870.00 
G. B. Barnard Co ... . . . $1722.50 
Foster Rennals ........ $2105.00 
Smith's Book Store .. . .. $1871.42 

The contract was given to Eugene 
Smith of West Palm Beach. 

The following bids were read for 
remodelling Court House with requir
ed certified checks enclosed: 

C. A. Rawlins ......... $5150.00 
Fleming & Pitzer ...... $3899.00 
John Olsson .......... $4500.00 

The contract was given to Fleming 
& Pitzer, and Attorney Frost instruct
ed to prepare contract requiring a bond 
to be given by contractors for 25 per 
cent of contract price, work to begin 
within ten days and to be completed 
within sixty days from signing of con
tract. 

Board of County Commissioners met 
at the office of Bunn & Weidling, Sept. 
6, 1915. 

The bids for Court House record was 
given to the Hefty Press, price being 
$663.60 the books to be delivered in 
Court House in Ft. Lauderdale in good 
condition. 

J. J. Joyce offered his services as 
inspector of the work on the Court 
House, without pay, was accepted. 

The Board of County Commissioners 
met at the Court House at 10 a.m. 

A communication was read from Eu
gene Smith of West Palm Beach and a 
list showing changes in furniture as 
follows: 

Art Metal Contract Changes 

Debits 

I Sanitary Base, 5-88-100" high, 
No. 282 .................. $4.20 

4 Six Document File Sections, 
12-94-100" high, No. 234 ... 42.00 

1 Plain Top, 1-38-100" high, 
No. 286 ........ . . .. .. . .... 2.10 

$48.30 

Credits 
Elevation No. 7 cancelled ... $33.60 
Adding to contract ...... ... $14.70 
Original contract .. . ..... $1120.74 
Total contract . . ......... $1135.44 

Furniture Contract Changes 

Debits 

4 Typewriter chairs, 
G763-S . .......... . . . .... $15.95 

12 Straight back chairs, X57-5S. 
s. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29.70 

12 Straight back chairs, C 513-15 
s . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 36.30 

$81.95 
Credits 

4 Typewriter chairs . .... . .. $15.40 
24 straight back " ......... 52.80 

$68.20 



Adding to contract .......... 13.75 
Original contract .......... 229.38 
Total contract ............ $243.13 

The clerk was ordered to accept 
changes. 

The contract between the Board and 
Fleming & Pitzer for remodeling the 
Court House was approved and duly 
signed. 

County Commissioners met at the 
court house, Sept. 19, 1915. 

The Tax Collector filed a list of sup
plies required as follows: 

1. Register for automobiles and 
motorcycles. 

Auto application blanks for license 
License blanks 
50 "To Hire" automobile license 

plates. 
250 "Owner's Use" automobile li

cense plates 
50 Motorcycle license plates 
Attorney Frost was authorized to or

der a copy of compiled statutes of the 
State of Florida from the West Pub
lishing Company. 

On motion a wire was sent to the 
Southern Structural Steel Co., Birming
ham, Ala., stating that the County 
Commissioners of Broward county are 
in the market for some jail cells. 

The County Commissioners of Brow
ard county met at the court house 
Sept. 16, 1915. 

A communication from W. P. Smith 
in regard to donation for Court House 
location was read and the Clerk 

Broward County's first 

automobile license 
register. 

instructed to answer same refusing to 
accept offer and return papers in 
connection. 

The offer of Fleming & Pitzer to 
waterproof inside of Court House at a 
price of $35.00 for second floor was 
read and accepted. 

The Contractor reported that win
dow weights have not been put in and 
that part of the work was not included 
in his contract. His additional price of 
$22 was accepted. 

The clerk was authorized to pur
chase Index and other necessary books. 

The Board of County Commissioners 
met at the office of County Attorney 
Frost, Sept. 17, 1915. 

The bond of the County Treasurer, 
J. G. Ewing, be fixed at $55,000.00, 
that being over half the amount of the 
Tax Levy for the year 1915, as requir
ed by law. The bond of Tax Collector 
W. 0. Berryhill was fixed at $30,000.00, 
as required by law. 

A communication was read by the 
Clerk from comptroller stating that 
oath office and bond have been receiv
ed and filed with the secretary. 

An application for position as super
intendent of roads and convicts was 
read from A. F. Cheshire, and filed for 
consideration. 

Motion, contracting agent for South
ern Structural Steel Co. be instructed 
to draw plans and specifications for a 
six-cell center corridor jail. Motion car
ried. 

Mr. Smith agrees to furnish plans 
and specifications for above jail, and 

if contract is awarded to the Southern 
Structural Steel Co., there will not be 
any charge made, but if the contract 
for jail is given to some other com
pany a charge of five per cent will be 
made for above-named plans and speci
fications. 

Com. Joyce was instructed to have 
concealed electric wiring placed in 
Court House if same does not cost 
more than $40.00. 

September 24, 1915, the Board of 
County Commissioners of Broward 
County met at the office of County 
Attorney Frost. 

The following applications for posi
tions with Broward County read and 
placed on file for consideration: 

N. C. Pike for Superintendent of 
county convicts 

R. R. Priest for Game Warden 
H. H. High, caretaker of trees on 

county roads 
W. J. A. Ingram for court house 

janitor 
R. Mahaffy for court house janitor 
D. A. Jones for court house janitor 
J. H. King for bridge tender, Dania 

Bridge 

The Clerk was instructed to pur
chase one common table, one type
writer table and eight chairs, for the 
use of the Board of County Commis
sioners until Court House furniture is 
received. 

(Signed) F. A. Bryan, Clerk 
(Signed) A. B. Lowe, 

Chairman County Com. 
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T.be Creation of Broward County 

BROWARD COUNTY IS BORN 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Broward Celebra tion" 

Largest Event on 
East Coast of Florida 

Broward County, which will become 
a surety October 1, with Ft. Lauder
dale the County Seat, will be appro
priately celebrated, and all citizens are 
asked to decorate their place of busi
ness and homes. The committee in 
charge have been busy making ar
rangements and a big time is ex
pected. The following program will be 
given: 

1:40 p.m. 
Parade Band; Car with Speakers; 

Other Cars; Music by Band. 
Invocation - Rev. Frost; Introduc

tion by Col. Reed. Welcome address, 
Judge Shippey; Music. Delivery of 
County by Chairman of Board of Coun
ty Commissioners. 

7:30p.m. 
Music by Orchestra; Introduction of 

County Officials by Judge Drake; 
Music, Solos. 
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"Broward County Celebration" 

A Great Day for Fort Lauderdale, 
the County Capital 

City Dewrated-Grand Parade 
Good Program - Big Crowd 

The celebration in honor of the birth 
of Broward County last Friday was 
one of the greatest events in the life of 
Fort Lauderdale. The homes and busi
ness houses were decorated, and pre
sented a gala appearance. Especially 
attractive was the window of Ausher
man & Shippey with its artistic decora
tions. 

The procession formed at 2:30 and 

16- Broward Legacy 

Dania businessman Martin C. Frost's car, decorated for the parade 
celebrating the birth ofBroward County, October 1, 1915. 

was led by Catherine Wheeler dressed 
as a clown, and astride l:er puny 
"Ginger." Following was Misses Marion 
and Margaret Reed driving "Sentinel," 
their cart, [which] look[ed] very pretty; 
then came Misses Margaret Ewing and 
Margaret Oliver, and baby Frank. The 
Broward county band followed by two 
dozen or more decorated automobiles. 
Visitors from the different counties 
witnessed this fine parade. The proces
sion marched to the new school house 
where the exercises took place. 

After the band played a patriotic 
air, Col. Reed made an appropriate 
speech, in which he said: "Today is 
born the new County of Broward, and 
we are here to encourage the officers 
and give them our help. A few months 
ago the towns of Hallandale, Dania, 
Davie, Fort Lauderdale, Pompano and 
Deerfield became convinced that the 
counties were too large, so they de-

cided to make Fort Lauderdale the 
capital of Broward County; that we 
should not be forgetful of the splendid 
part played by Messrs. Frank and T. 
M. Bryan in getting this county, and 
are most deserving of the highest 
praise, as well as gratitude of our peo
ple." A resolution offered by Mr. Cal
der and seconded by Editor Mathews, 
was carried, commemorating them on 
the good work done in Tallahassee. 

Suspended over the stage in large 
letters, appeared the words "Palm and 
Dade counties." When the exercises 
started, these letters were shifted un
seen, so that the banner read "Palm 
Beach and Dade counties," the idea 
being that Dade is daddy of Broward. 
The letters were shifted again and the ......, 
words spelt Broward county. It was a 
very unique and pretty arrangement. ~ 

Invocation by Dr. Frost. Col. Ship
pey was next introduced, and made a 



short but impressive speech, stating 
that it appeared strange that he should 
have been asked to welcome people to 
something of which they are a part 
"This is a Broward county celebration," 
he said, "from Deerfield on the north 
to and including Hallandale on the 
south, out into the Everglades on the 
west, and to the Atlantic on the east, 
to all not residing within these con
fines I extend a most hearty welcome." 

The speaker of the day was Col. C. 
A. Walsh, who paid a high tribute to 
Broward county, Fort Lauderdale and 
the Everglades. He is a man of good 
presence, experience in public life, so 
had no trouble in praising the audi
ence. At the conclusion of this address 
the band played a very beautiful selec
tion. 

Rev. R. V. Atkinson delivered greet
ings from Miami. He stated that Palm 
Beach county is the son of Dade Coun
ty, and therefore Broward county is 
the grandson and son of Dade. We 
have come to see the child christened, 
he said. 

Then followed the presentation of 
the strips from Dade and Palm Beach 
counties forming Broward county. This 
was done when Mr. Paddison stepped 
on the stage and said, having lived in 
Fort Lauderdale, he felt at home and 
was pleased to take part in the cele
bration. A large chart of Dade and 
Palm Beach counties was in the cen
ter of the stage and Capt. Jaudon of 
Miami a ttached to the upper portion 
of the Dade county map a strip repre
senting the lower portion of Broward. 
Mr. Paddison of West Palm Beach at
tached to the map a strip representing 
the upper portion of Broward county, 
and with this ceremony the presenta
tion of the new county was concluded. 

Capt. Jaudon, tax assessor, gave a 
complete statement of the part of Dade 
county now included in Broward, as 
follows: 

Real estate .... . ... $1,409,400.00 
Personal . ... . .. . .. . . . 140,150.00 
[F.E.C. Railway ...... 154,908.00] 
International Ocean Telegraph 

Co . .......... . ... .. . 2,972.00 
Pullman Car Co .... . ... 3,218.00 
A total of . .. . . . . . . $1,710,648.00 

To this add your outstanding tax 
sale certificate values . . $299,160.00 

Making grand 
total of . . . .... . . $2,009,808.00 

I beg to advise further that the taxes 
to be derived from the above values 
a re as follows: 

State taxes, 6 mills . . .. $10,262.81 
County taxes, 25 mills 42,761.70 

"You will find this transcript com-
plete in every detail , with the excep
tion that I have not had the oppor-

tunity to completely verify same as to 
description. However, the values and 
extensions are complete." 

At the evening exercises the Audi
torium was packed. A fine musical 
program was arranged. The first num
ber was a song by the Glee Club, fol
lowed by a cornet solo, by Prof. Ham
mond. Solos by Mrs. Wheeler and Roy 
Heironymous were enjoyed. 

A resolution was offered by T. M. 
Bryan, that the birth of N. B. Brow
ard be celebrated each year, which 
was carried. A committee consisting 
ofT. M. Bryan, J. D. Butler, and Wm. 
Hardee were appointed to look after 
the matter. 

The presentation of the county of
ficers was next on the program. Judge 
Drake made a splendid speech, with a 
mind full of knowledge, he never fails 
to say something good. He presented 
F. A. Bryan first, who said he would 
like to express his appreciation but 
that he was fuller of gratitude than 
speech. He told what had been done 
by the Commissioners since their ap
pointment. 

Sheriff A. W. Turner was then cal
led. He said you have put the wrong 
man up this time, but that I will do 
my full duty so far as I see it. 

W. 0. Berryhill then stepped brave
ly before the footlights and would per
haps, have made the speech of the 
evening had his friends been less de
monstrative. He began to talk in a 
moderate tone, and from all sides the 
cry was "louder." He raised his voice 
a nd they still cried " louder." Then he 
said, "Come out behind the house and 
I will tell you all about it ." (Applause.) 

W. Q. Bryan paid a beautiful tribute 
to Broward county, and expressed his 
willingness to do all he could to make 
a good tax-assessor; that he would 
never forget his obligation to the peo
ple who gave him his position. 

Judge Bunn thanked the people for 
electing him. 

J . J. Joyce said he was proud to be 
one of the first commissioners of Brow
a rd county, and that he would do his 
very best to make a good officer. 

W. B. [should be A. B.] Lowe, Chair
man of the Board of County Commis
sioners, said he thought that one tune 
in a day was enough for a poor suf
fering humanity to be subjected to; he 
hoped that needed things might come 
to pass, that united action was neces
sary if the best results were obtained. 

Attorney G. H . [G. A.] Frost expres
sed his gratitude in being elected. 

D. G. Tenbrook then said, "I live to 
work! I am pleased to serve you. Many 
thanks." 

J. M. Holding['s] speech was interest
ing. 

Mr. Neville thanked one and all for 

their support and said he would do all 
he could to build up the schools of 
Broward County. 

J . D. Butler, another member of the 
school board, made a good speech full 
of fine suggestions. 

Broward County celebration will 
long be remembered by the people of 
the county. 

All business was suspended. H. V. 
Calder was marshal of the day. 

Mr. George Merrick of Dade county 
has been commissioned to complete 
the unexpired term as commissioner 
vacated by F . A. Bryan. This change 
is caused by Mr. Bryan being clerk of 
the district court of Broward county. 
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"Ft. Lauderdale County Seat 
of Broward County" 

Some of the Early History of Ft. Laud
erdale and Surrounding Territory 

Broward County Celebration Today
Big Representation From All Parts of 
the New County. Rapid Growth of the 
City in a Few Years 

At this time when the hearts of our 
people are gladdened by the birth of a 
new county, this seems an opportune 
time to give a short history of Fort 
Lauderdale. Twenty-five years ago 
this place was the home of the In
dians and the alligators. 

It is safe to say that January 27, 
1903 [should be 1893], was the begin
ning of Fort Lauderdale. On this date 
Mr. Frank Stranahan settled at Cooley 
[Colee] hammock, afterwards moving 
to his present location. His nearest 
and only neighbors were a band of 
about fifty Johnny Jumpers (Indians) 
who were camped about three hundred 
yards distant. This was the first town 
site of Fort Lauderdale, the post office 
was then located on the beach in a 
cheroot box. The post office was after
wards moved to the Stranahan store 
which was located at his present resi
dence site. The mail previous to this 
was carried down the beach by the 
carrier who kept boats at the several 
inlets to ferry himself across. On one 
occasion some one having stolen the 
boat, the carrier started to swim the 
inlet and a shark proceeded to read 
the postal cards. 

About this time a mail route was 
established with a relay station at New 
River or Stranahan Camp. 

The first school was established in 
1899. The school house was built by 
public subscription. Miss Ivy Cromar
tie, now Mrs. Frank Stranahan, was 
the first teacher with 17 [actually nine 
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when the school first opened] pupils. 
The location of this building was 
where the Broward County Court 
House is now located. 

The next settler was the Hon. P. N. 
Bryan, who located here in the sum
mer of 1895, his family following later. 

Credit is due these pioneers who 
were willing to give up the charms 
and comforts of civilization to build a 
future for themselves and open a road 
for others to come after them. Their 
prophetic vision enabled them to read 
the future and avail themselves of an 
unequalled opportunity. 

The [Florida] East Coast [Railway] 
started the extension from Palm Beach 
to Miami, and Mr. Bryan had the con
tract for ten miles of this work. After 
the completion of this road, Mr. Bryan 
bought 120 acres of land about five 
miles up the river where he lived in 
the hammock for about two years, rais
ing vegetables and setting out an 
orange grove. For a long time he 
brought the produce down in a skiff, 
there being no boats on the river at 
that time. There was no available way 
of crossing the river, so they swam a 
little pony. 

About this time A. J. Wallace and 
E. T. King came and bought property 
and located. 

The travel was coming in fast. The 
wonderful possibilities of the Ever
glades and the drainage of this rich 
land had reached the outside world, 
and people from every state in the 
union were flocking here. Credit is due 
the Immortal Broward, as the drain
ing of the glades was his aspiration. 
Others have taken up the work that 
he started, and the work is being done 
as rapidly as possible. 

Mr. Bryan saw the necessity of a 
boarding house, so in 1900, built what 
is now called the Annex, and opened a 
hotel. The people came so fast that a 
larger hotel was necessary. In 1906 
[1908], the concrete hotel called the 
Bryan Hotel, but now the New River 
Hotel, was built. Mr. and Mrs. Bryan 
still retain an interest in the hotel. 
Last summer they built a palatial home 
north of the hotel, where they live a 
retired and blissful life, and talk over 
the happy days of pioneer life. 

The various families kept coming 
in, the Marshalls, Olivers, Dr. Ken
nedy, and others. In 1907, the popula
tion had reached about one hundred. 
In 1911 a great boom was on, the 
population had then reached several 
hundred more, the place had been well 
advertised; a steady flow still keeps 
coming until now, it has reached to 
fully thirty-five hundred [actually 
1,870, according to the official state 
census]. 
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This symbolic painting by Henry T. Brown depicts 
Broward County as an angel of prosperity, carry
ing a cluster of citrus fruit. 

The progress and rapid growth of 
Ft. Lauderdale was the means of giv
ing us the new county of Broward, 
which is being celebrated today, Fri
day, Oct. 1. The wonderous develop
ments and improvements being made, 
shows the progressiveness of the 
people. 

The city has several very creditable 
blocks of business houses, also fine 
hotels, some rooming houses, eating 
places, good drinking water, sewerage 
system, electric lighting facilities, tele
phone system, long distance, rock 
paved streets, cement sidewalks, two 
weekly newspapers , ice plant, several 
lumber yards, comfortable homes, 
many denominational churches, one 
of the best public schools in the state, 
good fishing, boating, and bathing, 
and an ideal climate. Also hope to 
have a gas plant soon. 

Napoleon B. Broward, Florida's 
greatest Governor, and for whom this 
county is named, was born in Duval 
county 59 years ago. This sterling 
man was left an orphan early in life, 
and without schooling worked himself 
to the highest position in the gift of 
the people of Florida. He spent his 
boyhood days and a great part of his 
manhood in steamboating. Starting 
at the lowest round he soon became 
commander of boats. The first office 

held by him was sheriff of Duval coun
ty and made a record of which any 
man might be proud. In 1904 he was 
elected Governor over Robert Davis, 
Denet Moyes [Dannite Mays], and C. 
M. Brown by a large majority. By ad
vocating the drainage of the Ever
glades in his convincing way, he car
ried everything before him. His hero
ism as commander of the Three 
Friends on which he ran the blockade 
[of Cuba , during its in surrection 
against Spain], made him many votes. 
He was a most convincing speaker 
and when he died we wonder if he had 
his equa l in Florida. He served in the 
legislature with distinction. In 1911 
[1910] he was nominated for the United 
States Senate, but to the people's re
gret and the state's misfortune, he was 
called to the great beyond before he 
could serve the people in congress. With 
his great brain, strong personality and 
sterling integrity, he would have been 
one of the foremost men in that great 
legislative body. If we were asked to 
name Florida's greatest son we would 
not hesitate to say Napoleon B. Brow
ard. He was unselfish in his devotion 
to his state, and gave to this Republic 
as great affection as mortal man could 
give. We have honored our county in 
naming it after such a distinguished 
man. 



Prosecuting Attorney Gregers A. Frost in his courthouse office, where 
several early county commission meetings took place. 
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"Our Broward County" 

It is with best wishes to the new 
county fathers that Hallandale enters 
Broward County. Though we leave 
good old Dade with regret, it is to be 
hoped that the change will be for the 
best of every town in Broward Coun
ty. 

All stores will be closed on Friday 
afternoon in Hallandale and the school 
will have a short session that all may 
have a chance to attend the celebra
tion at the new county seat. 

In Union is strength. Here's hoping 
for good county government and unity 
il) each community towards the wel
fare of Broward County. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Tribute to Broward County 
From Dade County" 

Blessings on you, Broward county, 
and may all your big dreams come true! 
This is a hearty message that goes 
from old Dade to her new county, taken 
from her territory but bound by un-

breakable ties of friendship a nd mu
tual interest in her heart -

Today sees the inauguration of Brow
ard county's official existence, and 
never did a county begin its life under 
more favorable auspices or with bright
er vistas of the coming years. 

As the Gateway of the Everglades, 
Ft. Lauderdale, the county seat, s tands 
ready to receive the riches that will 
come in the development of Everglade 
farms . Out on the 'glades great truck 
fa rms and groves and cattle pastures 
will furnish produce of all description, 
and the development of every farm 
will mean the erection of new homes 
and the arrival of more good people. 

Settled through Broward county 
there is already the nucleus of a com
monwealth which promises to be of 
an especially superior type. The peo
ple are of a high order of intelligence, 
they have "seen things," and are ready 
to put new ideas and new energy into 
everything they undertake. Further
more they know that Broward county 
can be made to blossom like a garden, 
and they have the ability and the faith 
to bring this to pass. 

So blessings on you, Broward coun
ty, may you ever keep clean ideals -
may you always go after what you 
want with the vim and the success 
that you have shown thus far- may 

you see your lands peopled with thous
a nds of new settlers just like the folks 
you have with you now-and may you 
ever feel the good will a nd cordial in
terest of the people of old Dade. 

- Miami Metropolis 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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" Coun ty Commission er s 
P roceedings" 

The Board of County Commission
ers of Broward county met at the of
fice of County Attorney [Gregers A.] 
Frost, Oct. 1, 1915. 

Tax Assessor J. F. Jaudon of Dade 
county filed a transcript in triplicate 
of the tax assessment of that part of 
Dade county which became a part of 
Broward county, showing the aggre
gate assessed values as follows: 

This in accordance with Section 14, 
Chapter 6934; Acts of the Legislature 
of 1915. 

Real Estate ....... $1,409,400.00 
Personal ............. 140,150.00 
F .E.C. Railway . . .... . 154,908.00 
International Ocean Telegraph 

Co .... . ............. 2,972.00 
Pullman Car Co . . ...... 3,218.00 
A total of ... ... . . . $1 ,710,468.00 

[$1,710,648.00] 

To this add your outstanding tax 
sale certificate values 299,180.00, making 
a total of $2,009,808.00. 

I beg to advise further tha t the taxes 
to be derived from the above values 
are as follows: 

State taxes, 6 mills . . . . $10,262.81 
County taxes, 25 mills 

.... . . ..... . . .. . . . . $42,761.70 

Trustees Special School District No. 
10, Hallandale, Fla. 

In compliance with Section 1 of Chap
ter 5962 , Laws for the Assessment 
and Collection of Revenue, State of 
Florida, I beg to hand you herewith 
statement showing amount of Special 
School Tax District Tax and interest 
and sinking fund for school bonds tax 
for the year 1915. 

S. S. DISTRICT NO. 10 
Real Estate ............ $618.09 
Personal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32.85 
F.E.C. Railway . . . . ..... . 112.36 
International Ocean Tel. 

Co . .. ...... .......... . . 2.31 
Total ............ . . . ... $765.61 

Interest and Sinking Fund on School 
Bonds: 

Real Estate . .... . . . . . . . $824.12 
Personal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43.80 
F.E .C. Railway . . . . ...... 149.81 
International Ocean Tel. 

Co . . ................... 3.08 
Total ....... . ...... . .. $1,020.81 
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Trustees Special School District No. 
8, Dania, Fla. 

In compliance with Section 1 of chap
ter 5962, Laws for the Assessment and 
Collection of Revenue, State of Florida, 
I beg to hand you herewith statement 
showing amount of Special School Dis
trict Tax and interest and sinking fund 
for school bonds tax for the year 1915. 

S. S. DISTRICT NO. 8 

Real Estate .......... . . $997.98 
Personal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85.80 
F.E.C. Railway . .. . . ... . . 126.51 
International Ocean Tel. 

Co ....... . .. . .......... 1.26 
Total .... . . . . . ... .. .. . . 1211.55 

Trustees Special District No. 1, Ft. 
Lauderdale, Fla. 

In compliance with Section 1, of Chap
ter 5962, Laws for the Assessment and 
Collection of Revenue, State of Flori
da, I beg to hand you herewith state
ment showing amount of Special School 
Tax District Tax and interest and sink
ing fund for school bond tax for the 
year 1915. 

S. S. DISTRICT NO. 1 

Real Estate . . ......... $2,612.13 
Personal . . ..... . . . . . . . . . 301.80 
F .E.C. Railway .... . .. ... 196.84 
International Ocean Tel. 

Co . ... . . . . . .. ..... . . ... 3.94 
The Pullman Co ........... 9.65 
Total ......... . . . .... . $3,124.36 

Interest and Sinking Fund for School 
Bonds: 

Real Estate . ........ . $4,353.553 
Personal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 503.00 
F .E.C. Railway .......... 328.07 
Internationa l Ocean Tel. 

Co ... . ... . .... .. .. .... . 6.56 
Pullman Co . . . . ......... . 16.09 
Total .. . . . ... . ........ $5,207.27 

The Board of County Commission-
ers of Broward county met a t their 
office as required and authorized by 
the Bill creating Broward county, Oct. 
1, 1915. 

Com. A. B. Lowe was elected chair
man of the Board of County Commis
sioners of Broward county. 

Motion made and carried that the 
minutes of J uly 23, 1915, reading 
"County Printing be given to Ft. Laud
erdale Sentinel for a period of one year 
from October 1st, 1915," be corrected 
to read 

"That said paper be appointed as 
the official organ for Broward County 
for a period of one year from October 
1, 1915." 

Motion made and carried that water 
coolers and cuspidors for use in Coun
ty Commissioners' Room be purch as
ed. 

The following bonds were filed: 
J udge Bunn- County Judge 
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Dan. Clune - County Surveyor 
W. 0. Berryhill- Tax Collector 
J . G. Ewing- Treasurer 
D. G. Ten brook- Superintendent of 

Registration 
F. L. Neville- Board Public Instruc-· 

tion 
James M. Holding - Superintend

[ent] Public Instruction 
Frank A Bryan - Clerk Circuit 

Court 
A. W. Turner- Sheriff 
C. D. Kittredge - Member County 

School Board 
Motion made and carried that J . K. 

Gordon be appointed as janitor for 
County Court House and grounds at a 
salary of $60.00 per month. 

Motion made and carried that the 
bridge tenders in Broward county; J. 
H. King at Dania, R. L. Cherry at Ft. 
Lauderdale and Walter Smith at Pom
pano be retained in their present posi
tions at the salaries they are now being 
paid. 

C. V. Purvis was appointed Game 
Warden at a salary of $50 per month. 

Board of County Commissioners met 
in regular session Oct. 5, 1915. 

A road petition from 17 citizens liv
ing in the vicinity of Progresso was 
read and placed on file for future con
sideration. 

A petition for a road to be declared 
public along the following lines was 
read: 

"Starting at a point on the South 
line of Section 13, township 48 south, 
range 42 east , crosses the main coun
ty road and running due west on said 
line to the southwest corner of said 
section 14, township 48 south , range 
42 east, to the west edge of the scrub, 
about one mile in all ." The petition 
was signed by 63 petitioners. Viewers 
were appointed to lay out the route as 
follows: J. W. and L. S. Waldin and J . 
L. Grant of Pompano. 

The salary of the Supervisor of Regis
tration was fixed a t $50.00 per month. 

Motion made and carried that the 
County Attorney be instructed to pur
chase such furniture as is needed for 
his office. 

On motion, R. S. King was retained 
as engineer for county road roller as 
long as his services are satisfactory at 
the price he is now being paid by 
Dade county. 

The question of two jury rooms came 
up before the board for consideration 
and it was decided to put a petition 
[partition] in the west room of the 
second floor. The contract was given 
to Fleming & Pitzer for $111.85. 

County Tax Collector was instructed 
to purchase what furniture is needed 
for temporary use in his office. 

Board of County Commissioners met 
Oct. 6, 1915, at 9 a.m. 

It was decided by the board that the 
valuation and tax levy of the Palm 
Beach division of Broward county 
should be in the possession of the Coun
ty Commissioners of this county, there
fore, Com. W. L. Bracknell was instruct
ed to go to Palm Beach to secure said 
necessary date from Tax Assessor of 
Palm Beach county. 

Board of County Commissioners met 
Oct. 7, 1915. 

A telegram was read from the State 
Tax Commission as follows: 

Tallahassee, Fla. Oct. 6, '15 

F. A. Bryan, Ft. Lauderdale 

Dear Sir: - Wire us what action you 
intend taking on tax assessments refer
red to in letter of September 23rd. 

(Signed) State Tax Commission 

On motion, the Clerk was ordered to 
answer telegram as follows: 

Tax Commission, 
Tallahassee, Fla. 

Cannot take action on tax assess
ments. Broward County created Oct
ober 1, 1915. Assessment and tax levy 
has already been made by Dade and 
Palm Beach Counties. 

The Clerk was instructed to adver
tise for bids on jail cells according to 
plans and specifications on file in 
Clerk's office. Same was prepared by 
County Attorney Frost and duly sent 
to the Fort La uderdale Sentinel for 
publication. 

Motion made and carried that the 
Clerk be instructed to dra w warrants 
on the general fund as follows: 

Fleming & Pitzer . . . .. . $1930.80 
R. L. Williams . ... ........ 40.00 

A transcript of the tax books of the 
Dade County division of Broward Coun
ty, together with certificates from Dade 
County's officers as required by law, 
was delivered to the County Commis
sioners and Tax Collector of Broward 
County by Tax Assessor J. F. Jaudon 
of Dade County. 

Fin al acceptation of the books was 
deferred until a future time. 

(Signed) F. A. Bryan, Clerk 
(Signed) A. B. Lowe, 

Chairman County Com. 
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BROWARD'S NEW SCHOOL SYSTEM 
Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Joint Meeting" 

Broward and Dade county school 
boards held a meeting in Miami Wed
nesday for the purpose of settling upon 
certain details in connection with the 
transfer of the three school districts 
from Dade to Broward upon the orga
nization of the new county. Broward 
county was represented by C. D. Kit
tredge chairman, F. L. Neville board 
member, and J. M. Holding superin
tendent of public instruction. Some 
time ago the Dade county board sold 
the old Ft. Lauderdale school building 
to the men who were to constitute the 
board of county commissioners of Brow
ard county for fourteen thousand dol
lars [actually $12,000]. Attorney for 
the Broward board reported advisely 
on the project and the sale was not 
made.[Sic.] 

The assessed valuation of that part 
of Broward county from Dade is 
$1,710,468. Broward's pro rata share 
was determined as being sixteen and 
eight hundred and sixty-five one thou
sandths per cent. [Sic.] 

The act creating Broward county pro
vides that the basis of division shall 
be determined from the books of the 
county auditor, who shall make a state
ment to the Broward county board on 
Oct. 1, or soon after. 

Cash funds of the several funds due 
Broward county board was paid as 
follows: cash surplus $2,988.05, bond 
district 1 $631.88, district 8 $257.68, 
district 10 $534.35, general fund 
$1,316.98. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"Board of Public Instruction 
Meet" 

Important Business
School Bonds Sold to State Bank 

Mrs. Louisa Parker is Appointed 
County Truant Officer 

Board of Public Instructions met Mon
day and Tuesday. 

Was organized Monday and report 

made to State Superintendent as re
quired by law. 

First Tuesday in each month fixed 
for holding regular meetings. 

The Hallandale school bonds were 
sold to Ft. Lauderdale State Bank for 
$15,025.00, with accrued interest. Bid
ders were John Nuveen of Chicago, 
who bid $14,275.00. First National 
Bank of Miami bid $15,006.00. Ft. 
Lauderdale State Bank was awarded 
the bonds. 

Superintendent Hall of Miami was 
present and turned over all papers and 
transcripts pertaining to this bond is
sue. Attorney for Board was instruct
ed to take necessary steps for valida
tion of bonds. Architect Geiger of 
Miami was present and presented out
lines of plans of new school to be erect
ed for Hallandale which were favor
ably received by the board. 

Fort Lauderdale Herald was made 
the official organ of the Broward Coun
ty School Board. 

Mrs. Louisa Parker was appointed 
attendant officer for schools of Brow
ard county, with a sal
ary of $50, per month and travelling 
expenses. 

The Board then proceeded to divide 
county into three school districts. First 
district represented by J. D. Butler, 
includes all of Broward which was 
taken from Palm Beach county. 

Second District takes the Fort Laud
erdale voting precincts. 

Third District remainder of County 
south of Fort Lauderdale. 

The special tax districts were re
named and numbered. Deerfield spe
cial tax district No. (1), Pompano No. 
(2), Fort Lauderdale (3), Dania (4), Hal
landale (5). Mr. Goodbread asked that 
a school be established at Mr. Whid
by's for 13 or 15 children who have no 
way of attending school, referred to 
Superintendent Holding and Chair
man Kittredge with power to act. 

All teachers who were appointed by 
Dade County Board of Public Instruc
tion were appointed by Broward Board 
at same salaries named by Dade coun
ty Board. 

An advice of Boards attending Board 
entered into contract with county com
missioners of Broward County for the 
taking over of the old school building 
which they intend to convert into a 
Court House. 

Fort Lauderdale Sentinel 
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"School Census 1915 
Compared to 1896 

The population of the lower east 
coast and Broward county is rapidly 
increasing, as is shown by the last 
school census of Broward county, 
which is as follows: 

DISTRICT NO. 1 
Deerfield, white 55, colored 59 

DISTRICT NO. 2 
Pompano, white 99, colored 50 

Whidby, white 20 
DISTRICT NO. 3 

Ft. Lauderdale, white 421, colored 75 
DISTRICT NO. 4 

Dania, white 98, colored 26 
Davie, white 73 

DISTRICT NO. 5 
Hallandale, white 61, colored 36 
Pembrook, [Pembroke] white 13 

In 1896, when all the territory from 
St. Lucie Inlet to Key West was called 
Dade county [this is incorrect; the ma
jority of the Keys had been part of 
Monroe County since 1823] the total 
school census was 640 children. Since 
then Monroe, Palm Beach and Brow
ard counties have been formed, and 
the school census of Broward county 
today is almost twice as much as the 
combined census of all four counties 
twenty years ago. 

Then the houses were small frame 
two room buildings, where only the 
different grades were taught, and very 
meagerly. Now, twenty years later, 
something less than one million dol
lars have been spent in the four coun
ties for public school buildings, all of 
which are well equipped. [Illegible 
paragraph follows]. 

Superintendent James Holding visit
ed many of the schools last week and 
found them in good condition. 

The Board has contracted for a con
crete cistern for the school in Fort 
Lauderdale. A large tank is being in
stalled at the Davie school this week. 

Broward is paying $330 a month for 
transporting the children to school. 
Mr. Holding is much pleased with the 
schools and is very much interested in 
the work. The ice and water costs some
thing over $00 for Ft. lauderdale per month. 
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~ Seconc[ l£nding: 
BROWARD IN THE INDIAN SCARE OF 1849 

It has generally been assumed by 
those knowledgeable about Broward 
County history that the area was 
abandoned by white settlers after the 
massacre of William Cooley's unfor
tunate family in January 1836, and 
was not resettled, if that is the word, 
until a pro-Union family came to the 
New River during the Civil War. How
ever, there has always been a linger
ing doubt on the part of some research
ers about the complete abandonment 
of the lovely New River area after the 
Second Seminole War, which ended in 
1842. Happily, evidence has recently 
turned up that now dispels that doubt. 

On July 21, 1849, William F . English, 
described as a "settler at the mouth of 
the Miami River,"! wrote an urgent 
letter to Lieutenant Darius Nash Couch 
of the Fourth United States Artillery, 
who commanded the army post at Key 
West, requesting assistance because of 
the news of an Indian raid on the 
Indian River settlement that h ad re
sulted in the wounding of the U. S. 
Inspector, Major William Russell, and 
the death of trader James Barker. 
English wrote: 

The object of this note is to 
request in behalf of settlers col
lected together at the Miami, New 

by Joe Knetsch 

River and Smyrna, such assist
ance as your command may be 
able to afford . They are widely 
scattered along the coast, and I 
deem it important to know as 
early as possible whether this is 
the commencement of a general 
outbreak or not.2 

As a result of English's appeal, Couch 
wrote to the Adjutant General of the 
United States, Major General Roger 
Jones, that: 

This evening [July 22, 1849] I 
have learned from the same 
source that Indian camp fires, 
tracks, & c. have been seen five 
miles from New River; 25 miles 
from Cape Florida. Considerable 
anxiety having been expressed 
for the safety of the settlers at 
the above-mentioned place, I have 
determined to go up tomorrow 
with twenty men, provided trans
portation is furnished me as 
promised. a 

For the settlers at New River. the 
"Indian Scare of 1849" was very real 
and too close to home. 4 

As noted above, the cause of their 
concern was the attack on the Indian 

River settlement. Within a very short 
time, they would hear of another at
tack, this time a t the Kennedy and 
Darling Store on Payne's Creek, near 
Charlotte Harbor in southwest Flori
da. This attack resulted in the deaths 
of Captain George S. Payne and Demp
sey Whidden and the wounding of clerk 
William McCullough who, with wife 
and child, made a harrowing escape. 
Yet, though this was not to be the 
beginning of a new Indian uprising, 
no one on the isolated Florida frontier 
could forget the fact that declared hos
tilities had ended only seven years 
before. 

Defensive measures were the order 
of the day. Few cared to venture out 
alone or risk the speculation that the 
attacks were only localized, unrelated 
incidents. Stephen R. Mallory, collect
or of customs at Key West and an 
acquaintance of the injured Russell , 
did venture the idea that there may 
have been a "private quarrel" between 
the inspector and the Indians involved, 
but he had no way of being sure un
less he could go to Indian River and 
investigate. In the meantime, he noted 
that, "The people along the coast have 
all received the news, and have aban
doned their fields and banded them-

In 1849, seven years after the Second Seminole 
War ended and six years before the Third Seminole 
War erupted, Indian attacks on both coasts of 
south Florida panicked the region's few settlers. 
Published accounts of Broward County history 
make little or no mention of this incident, chiefly 
because no settlers were believed to have come to 
the New River region for almost thirty years after 
the Cooley Massacre of 1836. 

commissioner Joe Knetsch found references to 
New River settlers in the military records of the 
1849 Indian scare, and set out to identify those 
unnamed settlers. His findings shed light on a 
previously unknown chapter of Broward County's 
history and suggest that the land which was to 
become Broward County was inhabited sporadically 
throughout most of the nineteenth century, although 
permanent settlement would await eradication of 
the Indian threat and the extension of transporta
tion arteries into the remote region. Researching at the Florida Department of 

Natural Resources in Tallahassee, former historical 
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Lieutenant Darius N. Couch, seen 
here as a Union major general 
during the Civil War. 

selves together at Jupiter, New River, 
and Cape Florida, for defense."5 

Not every settler on New River ap
pears to have stayed around to orga
nize the defense. Lieutenant Couch, 
on July 31, filed the following report 
to Major General Jones: 

Sir: I have the honor to report 
that I sailed from Key West with 
20 men of my command on the 
23d inst. for Cape Florida, where 
I arrived on the morning of the 
25th. At the extremity of the 
Cape were found collected all of 
the settlers from the Miami river, 
and part ofthose from New river, 
with their families, negroes, & c., 
& c. From these people I learned 
nothing tangible, yet sufficient 
to convince me that their fears 
of an outbreak among the In
dians were far more imaginary 
than real. 

'Indian signs' being reported 
at New river, I took the 'settlers' 
on board, and proceeded to that 
place. There, were found three 
men who had been 'stampeded' 
like the others, but since had 
scoured the country for twenty 
miles up the coast and back to 
the Everglades. No 'Indian signs' 
were seen. I deemed it useless to 
go further; leaving the settlers 
that were taken up [to New River], 
and [I] returned the same day to 
the Miami. 

After making some slight re
connaissances, and [there] re
maining sufficient time to see the 
settlers reestablished at their 
homes, [and] assured as to their 
safety, I left, safely reaching my 
post last evening. 

The cause of undertaking this 
expedition was set forth in a let
ter to your office, from me, dated 
July 22. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

D. N. Couch, Lt., 4th Arty. 
Comdg at Key West 

Couch does not give the names of 
the three brave souls who had "scour
ed the country." However, the letter 
clearly states that the settlers were 
left at New River. 

But for some undisclosed reason, 
the New River settlers made an im
portant decision between July 25, when 
Lieutenant Couch left them at New 
River, and September 3, when he ap
prised General Jones of their decision 
to abandon their wilderness homes and 
seek protection with the military force 
at Key West. Lieutenant Couch report
ed to Jones that: 

A few days subsequent to my 
leaving the Cape, the settlers at 
New River, and those in the vicin
ity of Cape Florida, left their 
homes and came to Key West, 
leaving at the Cape only the light
house keeper. 

I have offered to establish a 
post at the mouth of the Miami, 
if the settlers wish to return. But 
I believe that they all expect to 
be indemnified by the govern
ment for loss of time, & c.s 

Lieutenant Couch was correct in his 
prediction of the expectations of the 
settlers from New River, as well as 
those throughout the East Florida fron
tier. The Florida Congressional dele
gation was soon appealing to Presi
dent Zachary Taylor for some relief. 
In a letter of December 21, 1849, Sena
tors David Yulee and Jackson Morton 
and Representative Edward C. Cabell 
requested that Taylor require the In
dians to make restitution to Florida 
citizens who suffered loss of property 
and pecuniary damage as a result of 
the attacks at Indian River and Payne's 
Creek and the subsequent abandonment 
of the coastal settlements. As their 
letter states, "For these losses undoubt
edly the Indians are liable, and should 
be required to make indemnity."7 The 
success of the negotiations, for the set
tlers and the congressional delegation, 
would be judged by the reimbursement. 

All of Florida was gravely concern
ed with the Indian raids in the south
ern portion of the state, and the rep
resentatives may have been respond
ing to some telling public reaction. 
Indicative of the outcry which led to 
the congressional delegation's letter 
is the position taken by a St. August
ine committee, whose membership reads 
like a Who's Who of East Florida. The 

committee, made up of notables like 
General Joseph Hernandez, Dr. Wil
liam H. Simmons, and politicians 
George R. Fairbanks and Benjamin 
A. Putnam, resolved to ask the federal 
government to vigorously pursue the 
stipulations of the Treaty of Payne's 
Landing, which meant, simply, Indian 
removal. They also requested that 
troops operating in East Florida be 
allowed to remain in the field. The 
committee did not believe that the 
raids on Indian River and Payne's 
Creek could have been conducted by 
the same group, and they accused the 
whole body of Indians of complicity in 
the actions of the braves. In short, 
anything but total removal would not 
please the citizens of East Florida. 
And, it is not surprising to find that 
both Cabell and Yulee addressed the 
assemblage.s 

The government did respond to the 
demands of the south Florida settlers 
and their political allies. However, the 
response was not to their liking. The 
settlers of southern Florida, including 
New River, were denied payments by 
the Indian Bureau because "the law 
regulating trade and intercourse with 
the Indian tribes did not extend to 
Florida."9 This answer from Washing
ton, D.C., probably angered those still 
around to receive it. Not only were the 
payments denied, but the Indian 
Bureau, led by the very capable emi
gration agent Captain John Casey, 
showed admirable caution in allowing 
Chief Billy Bowlegs, and others, time 
to bring the guilty culprits in for trial. 
Of the five braves arrested by order of 
Bowlegs, Sam Jones, and other Indian 
leaders, three were turned over, one 
escaped, and the other was slain in an 
escape attempt (his severed hand was 
turned over as proof). The Seminoles' 
obvious cooperation meant the federal 
government would not push the re
moval demands of white Floridians.lO 

The south Florida settlers and their 
political allies also stated that they 
wanted troops to remain on active duty 
in the vicinity of the settlements. 
Curiously, in at least two documented 
instances, when the settlers were of
fered posts in their immediate area, 
they rejected the idea and left their 
homes for nature to reclaim.u Several 
factors explain this apparent change 
of heart. 

First and foremost, the settlers do 
not appear to have had faith in the 
Regular Army to protect them.12 The 
well-documented feud between the vol
unteers and Regular Army during the 
Second Seminole War may have been 
a factor in this case. As will be shown 
later in this essay, almost all of the 
settlers, at least at New River, obtain
ed their land through the Armed Oc-
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cupation Act of 1842. The very title of 
this act, which was designed to create 
an armed buffer area between the In
dians and whites, indicates a perceiv
ed weakness in the Regular Army's 
troops and the general war-weariness 
of the nation which believed that the 
war had continued too long. The reg
ular troops appeared to be too inexperi
enced and thinly spread to take an 
effective offensive that would have ful
filled the settlers' desire to see all In
dians removed from Florida. 

Secondly, with few exceptions, the 
economic success of the settlers is 
doubtful. Because of a lack of letters 
or other documents from New River, 
one must look to the nearby Indian 
River settlement for a comparable situa
tion. At Indian River, the settlers did 
invest a large amount of cash into 
citrus and vegetables. Because citrus 
requires a number of years before a 
marketable crop can be picked, large 
cash outflows are required merely to 
survive. Vegetables require, in an era 
of little or no refrigeration, a rapid 
transport to reach a viable outside mar
ket. This too takes time and money. 
Unfortunately, the Indian attack hit 
before the trees became productive and 
a viable market could be developed for 
the vegetables. Thus, many settlers 
appear at the point of mere subsistence 
or economic collapse at the time of the 
raids.I3 

Finally, though the reports consis
tently refer to New River as if there 
was an organized community in exist
ence, a cursory glance at the grants 
of land made there under the Armed 
Occupation Act of 1842 will show the 
very scattered nature of settlement. 
This spreading out of actual settle· 
ment negated any effective defense 

J 

measures and added to the insecurity 
of the people. Thus, without an ef
fective defense arrangement, with little 
confidence in the regular troops, and 
the tenuous economic viability of the 
area, there should be no doubt why 
the settlers chose to abandon their 
homesteads. 

This brings us to the question of 
just who were these settlers. In June 
of 1843, the area in what is now Brow
ard County appears to have been open· 
ed for permits to settle. Under the pro
visions of the Armed Occupation Act, 
"one hundred and sixty acres would 
be given to any head of a family or 
single man over eighteen who was 
able to bear arms, and he was re
quired to live on the land in a house 
fit for habitation during five conse
cutive years and cultivate at least five 
acres."I4 These conditions appear to 
have been met by: John D. Sheldon 
(three miles from Hillsboro River); S. 
W. Cunningham (twelve miles north 
of Fort Lauderdale); A. W. Leinbaker 
(six miles west of Fort Lauderdale); 
Edward Barker (four miles northwest 
of Fort Lauderdale); and William Ben
net (200 yards from Fort Lauder· 
dale).I5 As the area was unsurveyed 
in 1848, the site descriptions are vague 
and the grants almost impossible to 
locate. The same document shows that 
four people who had permits to settle 
in Broward in 1844 did not fulfill the 
obligations and had their permits re
voked. They are listed as: John R. 
Neyland, Eliza Attaway, Abraham 
Cato, and William S. Alexander.J6 As 
noted above, these settlers were quite 
spread out and not found in what 
would be called an organized settle
ment. Where these pioneers came from 
is open to speculation at this time. If 

Rough map of a 160-acre grant between the forks of New River applied 
for on May 2, 1843, by Abraham W. Leinbaker under the Armed Occupa
tion Act. 
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they were similar to other settlers 
under the Armed Occupation Act, 
those that did not come from north 
Florida probably came from Alabama, 
the Carolinas or Georgia.I 7 There may 
have been a foreign immigrant or two 
among the New River settlers which, 
if Indian River is any indication, was 
not uncommon. Their exact origins, 
now that we have their names, awaits 
further research. 

It can no longer be assumed that 
the vicinity of Broward County was 
abandoned at the conclusion of the 
Second Seminole War. As shown above, 
the area did have actual settlers, pos
sibly as late as August or September 
of 1849. Exactly how many people act
ually lived in the area is unknown. 
Five of the six men noted above are 
listed as heads of families, but how 
large those families were is, again, 
unknown. Thus, though one major rid· 
die is answered, another is left in its 
place ... for the time being. 
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The Broward County 

The First Quarter Century 
by Cooper Kirk 

The Broward County, Florida, public 
school system with its 130,000 plus 
pupils in 1988, began unspectacularly 
in 1899 as a part of the Dade County 
public school system of education. With 
the creation of Broward County in 1915, 
from Palm Beach and Dade counties, 
local school patrons and taxpayers 
assumed the full obligation of public 
education. In 1899, Dade County 
stretched from the upper Keys north 
to St. Lucie Inlet and comprised the 
present counties of Martin, Palm Beach, 
Broward and Dade, an area of 5,934 
square miles excluding Lake Okeecho
bee, and in 1900 inhabited by 4,995 
people, a population density of less 
than one person for each square mile. 

Because of its intractable watery 
wastelands, Broward County became 
the last portion of extreme southeast 
Florida to become extensively settled. 
With eighty-nine percent of its area 
located in the official Everglades, the 
topography of the county retarded 
settlement except by the hardiest 
pioneers anxious to carve out their 
destiny on a cruel frontier inundated 
with water. Although extollers of 
public education beat loud the drums 
for frontier children to attend school 
on a regular basis, the harsh necessity 
of struggling with a hostile environ
ment kept regular attendance low until 
shortly after World War I, when com
pulsory education became an inexor
able fact of life.I 

After the extension of the Florida 
East Coast Railway from West Palm 
Beach to Miami in 1896, only a trickle 

of settlers braved the Broward County 
elements. A census of Pompano [Beach] 
in November 1899, by localite Paul 
Jacobs, who like most of his neighbors 
lived in a palmetto log hut with dirt 
floors, revealed the presence of 106 
settlers, a growth of eighty settlers 
within the preceding three months. 
The official census of Fort Lauderdale 
in 1900 gave a total population of 
ninety-one hardies for the unincorporat
ed community situated on and adja
cent to New River. Other portions of 
Broward County, such as Dania and 
Hallandale, could boast of hardly more 
than 120 inhabitants altogether. Many 
of the settlers found the going too 
tough and pulled up stakes for more 
promising locations, thus settlement 
remained meager and the need for 
public schools continued marginal.2 

Quite expectantly, the operation and 
facilities of the Dade County public 
school system which began in 1885, in 
1900 mirrored the primitive conditions 
of the county and made the conduct of 
an efficient system very difficult. A 
paucity of transportation facilities and 
crude living quarters matched the 
scarcity of population. Except for an 
overgrown and unused dirt road running 
from Lake Worth to Biscayne Bay, the 
single-track railway furnished the only 
practical means of transportation. 
Although at the turn of the century 
Americans owned 15,000 flimsy auto
mobiles, backwards Florida possessed 
only one of these horseless carriages, 
and that one was in Jacksonville. In 
January 1901, the first automobile 

Beginning with two schools as 
part of the Dade County educa
tional system, Broward County's 
public school system has devel
oped into one of the state's largest. 
Recognition of the impact which 
the school system has had on the 
overall history of Broward County 
has been manifested in numerous 
class reunions and in the preser
vation of several early school build
ings. Most recently, two school 
buildings - the Davie and Oakland 
Park elementary schools - have 
been listed on the National Regis
ter of Historic Places. 

In "The Broward County School 
System: The First Quarter Cen
tury," County Historian Cooper 
Kirk, himself a retired Broward 
schoolteacher, examines the form
ative period which witnessed the 
establishment of fifteen schools, 
the creation of Broward County 
and with it a local school bureauc
racy, the imposition of compulsory 
education, and the transformation 
of the region's economy from 
agriculture to tourism and real 
estate. As this article vividly illus
trates, schools both reflected and 
shaped the community around them 
and thus served as a focal point 
for the early development of 
Broward County. 
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arrived in Dade County, imported by 
J . F . Plummer, Jr. of Miami, whose 
fragile "Locomobile" first startled and 
then fa scina ted his neighbors. Awa re 
of the necessity of better public trans
portation facilities to develop and bind 
the far-flung county together, in 1902, 
the Dade County Board of Commission
ers began the construction of the fi rst 
county rock road, which they termed 
the "Appian Way ." The sixty-eight 
mile long a nd eight foot wide non
paved road from West Pa lm Beach to 
Biscayne Bay was completed in 1906, 
and eventually became the basis for 
the Dixie Highway. In the domestic 
arena the increased use of Dade 
Cou nty pine and imported lumber for 
home construction resulted in a grad
ual replacement of the settlers' log huts 
with more of civilization's amenities.:l 

The initial impulse for the forma
tion of a public school in a Dade 
County settlement came as a result of 
the citizens of the settlement petition
ing the school board to establish a 
rudimentary school. The school board 
generally required a minimum of ten 
pupi ls from ages six to twenty-one 
yea rs before it acted fa vorably. Upon 
the a pproval of a school , the school 
board then obligated itself to furnish 
the building materials and a teacher, 
and on its part the community chip
ped in with the land on which to locate 
a one-room schoolhouse and then threw 
together a makeshift house within a 
week or two, if farming conditions per
mitted. Local artisans and laborers 
nailed together crude desks and com
pleted the interior by hanging a chalk
board. Eventually, the school board 
got around to painting the exterior of 
the primitive educational structures, 
but not the adjacent outside privy.4 

In both Fort Lauderdale and Pom
pano the public schools opened for 
business on October 2, 1899, to the 
rejoicing of the inhabitants who valued 
this harbinger of an emerging civil
ization. The river settlement located 
its school on Andrews A venue south 
of the river, while the northern edge of 
Lettuce Lake or Lake Barbara became 
the site of Pompano's first school
house. Fort Lauderdale had as its 
teacher eighteen year old Miss Ivy 
Cromartie of Lemon City, Florida, who 
had a third grade teaching certificate, 
and in Pompano Mrs. Mary (George 
0.) Butler sported a second grade certif
icate. Both certificates had been issued 
a few days before school opened and 
immediately after Miss Cromartie and 
Mrs. Butler had taken the two day 
examination for certification. Miss 
Cromartie opened the river settlement 
school with nine pupils enrolled in 
grades one through six, and it is prob
able Mrs. Butler had about the same 

26 - Broward Legacy 

number in the elementary grades. In
struction began during the very letha l 
yellow fever epidemic which struck 
southeast F lorida in mid-1899.5 

Income and length of school term 
presen ted problems to teachers owing 
to the low property valua tion , scarci ty 
of pupils who had to work in the fa rm 
fields much of the year to help eke out 
a livelihood for the family, and to the 
unstable northern markets whose re
compense for farm products at times 
made farmi n g unprofitable. Dade 
County schools closed for the year in 
April 1900, after a school term which 
county-wide varied from four to six 
months. No teacher received payment 
for more than six months, some for 
less months. Both Mrs . Butler and 
Miss Cromartie worked five months, 
and for their onerous labor each 
received $40.00 per month or a total of 
$200.00 for the school term. In the 
summer of 1900, after being constant
ly wooed in a surprising fashion by 
diffident Frank Stranahan, Fort Laud
erdale's only merchant, Miss Cromartie 
married him a nd did not return to 
teach. For years Stranahan joked he 
had broken up Fort Lauderdale's fi rst 
school through th e ma rriage. Mrs. 
Butler, whose husband was a surveyor 
for both the county and the railroad, 
taught in Pompano several more years 
before she returned to West Palm 
Beach, where she resided for many 
years. Although these salaries seem 
puny in many respects, yet when 
measured against school Superinten
dent Z. T. Merritt's salary of $600.00 
for twelve months service, they seem 
in line with the ability of taxpayers to 
meet school expenses. Indicative of the 
money scale of this period is the fact 
that the school board contracted in 
March 1900 for the painting of the 
Fort Lauderdale and Pompano school
houses , and for this labor and that of 
painting three other widely scattered 
schoolhouses, the contractor was paid 
$120.00, and in addition he obligated 
himself for the materials and travel 
expense.6 

The second year of Broward County 
schools witnessed a teacher change 
and a rising school enrollment both 
locally and county-wide. In September 
1900, Miss Esther Bryan, daughter of 
Nathaniel C. Bryan of Hallandale, and 
a cousin of "movers and shakers" Reed 
A. and Tom M. Bryan of Fort Laud
erdale, succeeded Miss Cromartie at 
New River, while Mrs. Butler at Pom
pano saw her enrollment increase but 
teachers' salaries remain constant. A 
Dade County school census in Decem
ber 1900 revealed a total of 1,375 
children of school age, then from six 
to twenty-one years, a surprisingly 
broad age group eligible for public 

Fort Lauderdale's first school
house, built in 1899. 

education at public expense in light of 
the few resources of the county. Of 
those eligible for public ed ucation, 
1,036 were white and 339 were Negroes, 
a nd they lived from the upper keys to 
St. Lucie Inlet, a distance of approx
imately 175 miles . By ea rly 1901 , 
twenty wood schoolhouses for whites 
and six for Negroes dotted the vast 
landscape of Dade County, and school 
enrollment had risen to 997, a figure 
which reveals that all those eligible 
for public education did not avail them
selves of its benefits . Of this sum, 
Miss Bryan taught eighteen at Fort 
Lauderdale, and Mrs. Butler's one-room 
house at Pompano was crowded with 
twenty-eight fidgety pupils.7 

A signal event occurred in June 1901 
when Rev. B. F. James of Deerfield 
[Beach] took and passed the teacher 
examination in Miami and received 
his coveted county teaching certificate, 
even though his employment in Deer
field was deferred for several years. 
State issued teacher certificates hardly 
existed at this time; the state for the 
most part left it in the hands of 
counties to license teachers . Local 
school boards secured qualified teach
ers by announcing in newspapers the 
dates of the two-day examination , 
along with a list of books in which the 
aspiring teachers would be examined, 
and on the day the exams began, hope
fuls were examined at the county office, 
and the superintendent and other certi
ficate holders graded the examinations. 
Under such improvisation, combined 
with the fact that often the examinees ~ 
had very little formal education them
selves, it is little wonder that often as 
many applicants failed as passed the 
examinations.s 



The lure of teaching, however, beck
oned many despite the rigors of the 
frontier. Opportunities for switching 
teaching locations were many, for on 
the moving frontier teachers rarely 
taught for long in one community. 
One reason for teacher switches lay in 
conditions of the close-knitted com
munities. Local school patrons, as they 
were called, would not abide a teacher 
who fell from favor and the school 
board invariably removed those in dis
favor. In addition, teachers did not 
expect to remain in the same settle
ment very long and consequently did 
not own homes in the community. This 
meant they had to board or rent from 
localites who generally had children 
in the school. The familiarity with 
teacher weaknesses and foibles on the 
part of school patrons and their 
children which evolved in the close 
living quarters did not remain in the 
household but spread throughout the 
provincially-minded community. Only 
the strong could survive the gossip. 
Another factor limited teacher tenure 
and this stemmed from sex. Because 
female teachers predominated on the 
frontier, and many of these only taught 
until they could find a suitable suitor 
for their hand, teaching opportunities 
abounded for the tough and persever
ing.9 

School board receipts and expend
itures chased each other as operating 
costs and teacher replacement ate 
away at the increasing tax returns_ In 
September 1902, for the first time, the 
school board picked up the transporta
tion costs of Hallandale students. 
Compensation for contracted wagon 
owners to transport them southward 
to the Ojus school first shows up in 
the record at this time. Owners received 
$20.00 per month transportation allow
ance for the several hours a day trip. 
At the same time Dade County pro
perty valuations rose over thirty per 
cent from the previous year to a total 
of $3,197,645, while taxes were assessed 
at twenty per cent of property market 
value. Changes occurred that year in 
teachers for the Fort Lauderdale and 
Pompano schools. In the former school 
Miss B. Montague replaced Miss Bryan 
and she received a stipend of $45.00 
per month, and Miss Vallee Habbitts 
succeeded Mrs. Butler in the latter 
school, and as a beginning teacher 
her monthly stipend amounted to 
$40_00.10 

A public school came to Dania in 
the summer of 1903, when localites 
built a one room frame building along
side the Florida East Coast Railway 
track, an unfortunate location which 
proved to be nerve-wracking because 
of the noise and dust from the trains 
which upset school decorum quite as 

much as it did the learning process. 
Miss Blanche Burtesha w, the first 
Dania teacher, quit after several 
months of mental torture endured 
under taxing conditions. Succeeding 
her came Miss Bertha Mulliken, sister 
of future Mayor John Wesley Mulliken 
of Dania, who obtained the position for 
her when he insisted that the school 
board hire his relative. Meanwhile a 
change took place in Fort Lauderdale 
in the fall of 1903. Miss Habbitts 
married, and as Mrs. Perry she re
placed Miss Montague, and Miss 
Haddie Tucker took over in Pompano. 
The latter opened school on October 
19th because the September 9th hurri
cane damaged the schoolhouse and 
repairs were delayed because almost 
all the structures in Pompano were 
blown down amid heavy rains. Each 
of these worthy school marms drew 
down $40.00 each month for the five 
month school term. Also in 1903, the 
first school for Negroes in Broward 
County opened in Deerfield with the 
Rev. B. F. James as the teacher. But 
he did not last long, for in November 
1904, James, a district Baptist preach
er, after being robbed aboard a train 
en route to a religious conference in 
Daytona, left for Titusville where he 
took up the pastorate of a Negro 
Baptist church.tt 

The difficulties of school transporta
tion sometimes led to the formation 
of new schools_ Wearied almost to dis
traction by the transportation of the 
children through the dreary woods in 
ramshackle wagons, school patrons in 
Hallandale petitioned for and received 
material for a schoolhouse and the 
promise of a teacher. While the patrons 
built the building in the summer of 
1903, Miss Bernice Strahan came into 
the Scandinavian community in Septem
ber ready to teach. Among her pupils 
were the numerous Palmquist children 
drawn from two families . Probably, 
the :urival of the Palmquists speeded 
the establishment of the school, for 
only several months before school 
opened the Palmquists arrived in 
Hallandale from central Florida where 
they had stopped in transit from 
Sweden . For years these families 
played a crucial role in the develop
ment of the school and Swedish settle
ment.l2 

Negroes in Fort Lauderdale petition
ed for a school in the summer of 1904, 
but for some publicly undisclosed 
reason the board stated it "found it 
impossible to open a colored school in 
Fort Lauderdale this year_" Possibly, 
the abundant farm returns for that 
year might have influenced the board's 
negative decision, for some whites felt 
the farm fields suited Negroes better 
than "book-learning." Except for 

Dania, where Miss Mulliken persevered, 
Broward County schools had a change 
of white teachers for the 1904-05 school 
year. In Hallandale Miss Laura Bryan 
prevailed, Miss Ellen B. Pratt succeed
ed Mrs. Perry in Fort Lauderdale, and 
Miss Enice Worley took up the teach
ing chores in Pompano_ Teachers la
mented the diminishment of their in
come as the agricultural fields beckoned 
youngsters more forcefully than did 
the educational field, for all Dade 
County schools closed prior to the end 
of April1905, and the Pompano school 
closed much earlier so that children 
could labor in the farm industry. Com
menting upon the early school closing, 
a less than enthusiastic school board 
declared that while attendance had 
been normal for the year, "it could 
have been higher except parents want 
the children to work in the fields."t3 

By late 1905, Governor Napoleon B. 
Broward had deposited materials on 
New River with which to build two 
dredges to be used in the drainage 
and reclamation of the Everglades. 
Dredgemen arrived with their families 
and an optimistic attitude permeated 
Fort Lauderdale at the prospects of 
drainage which when completed would 
make life more comfortable and thus 
result in an increase in population 
and subsequent development, and 
these prospects found reflection in the 
school. Consequently, The Weekly 
Miami Metropolis in December 1905, 
in an article titled "New River School 
To Be Enlarged," reported upon the 
progress of the burgeoning Fort Laud
erdale school. Beginning in 1899, with 
a one-room schoolhouse, the increase 
in pupil enrollment to forty-eight 
necessitated a 20x20 foot addition to 
the building. While the school board 
agreed to furnish the materials, school 
patrons were required to build the 
addition during the Christmas holi
days. Two teachers now instructed 
Fort Lauderdalians in their "A, B, 
Cs," and related subjects: Miss Sue 
Hopkins, principal, received $50.00 
monthly, and Miss Lizzie Kyle, assist
ant, drew $10.00 less. Several years' 
experience in the classroom for Miss 
Bertha Mulliken in Dania resulted in 
a raise in her salary to $50.00 per 
month, not an inconsequential income 
considering the $65.00 monthly wage 
drawn by Dade County Superinten
dent R. E . Hall. Hall, however, re
ceived remuneration for twelve months 
each year while classroom teachers 
got paid only for the months they 
actually taught.14 

The fall of 1905 also witnessed the 
establishment in Broward County of 
an additional public school for Negroes 
and a generally upbeat attitude toward 
education in Dade County. In Dania, 
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Asa Rickard, Jr., taught all grades in 
the elementary school for Negroes and 
drew the usual monthly salary of 
$40.00 for beginning teachers. Agita· 
tion for a school for Fort Lauderdale 
Negroes produced a decision by the 
school board on July 10, 1906, "that a 
Colored School be established at Ft. 
Lauderdale for four months to begin 
Aug. 6th." But whether such a school 
was actually begun in August 1906, is 
open to question. Neither in the official 
records nor in the news media is it 
specifically said who was appointed 
the teacher, although a case might be 
made that C. R. Ross, in drawing check 
number 2895, for $40.00 in August 
might have been assigned to the Fort 
Lauderdale school, although the evi· 
dence is very tenuous in support. W. 
B. Burns, however, received the nod in 
February 1907 as supervisor of the 
Fort Lauderdale school. Nor is there 
any clear evidence from the school 
board minutes that a Negro school 
operated in Fort Lauderdale in the 
1907-08 school year, although The 
Miami Metropolis stated on July 7, 
1907, that Mrs. Nora L. Jackson of 
Miami had been appointed to the Fort 
Lauderdale school at $140.00 for the 
term, but two days later the school 
board reappointed her to the Washing
ton High School or the Miami Colored 
School. The first teacher certainly to 
teach in the Fort Lauderdale school, 
also known as Colored School No. 11, 
was Mrs. Emmie Robinson, educated 
at the Live Oak Institute, who began 
teaching in August 1908, the same 
month that Joseph A. Ely became the 
first teacher at the Pompano Negro 
school at $30.00 per month. In pre· 
paration for the fall session of 1906 
the school board decided to dress up 
the schoolhouses of Hallandale and 
Dania and accepted the bid of T. A. 
Tribble to paint the former for $23.00 
and the latter for $37.00. Simultaneous
ly, The Weekly Miami Metropolis, in 
an editorial titled "Send Your Children 
to Schools" pointed to the disadvan· 
tages of not attending school regularly. 

It has been charged to the dis· 
credit of Dade County that some 
parents hold their children out 
of school and force them to work 
in the fields or follow other pur
suits of livelihood ... Remember 
that in bringing up your children 
in ignorance you are rearing a 
man or woman that will not 
amount to much in the world; 
one who can never attain social 
or business prominence, and who 
throughout life will eke out a 
measly existence by the sweat of 
his or her brow. 

And although this influential news
paper went along with the policy of 
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the school board to have the white 
schools in session one or two months 
longer than those for Negro pupils, 
nevertheless, the paper extolled schools 
as beneficial to white and Negro 
pupils alike.I5 

In the summer of 1906, the board 
made significant appointments and 
released some revealing population 
and school statistics. Customarily the 
board appointed or re-appointed teach
ers every summer, but appointees could 
never be certain of the length of the 
school year or of their annual income 
until the last moment. At this summer 
meeting the board informed school 
patrons the school term would last six 
months. School expenses for this period 
would be paid out of tax revenues. If, 
however, there was an average attend
ance of thirty per cent or better for six 
months, the state would pay for an 
unspecified additional time of school
ing. Concurrently, the board appointed 
for the 1906-07 school year the follow
ing Negro teachers for the "colored" 
schools: Mr. M. R. Mahaffey for the 
Dania school; and Miss Bertha Ely, 
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. L. J. Ely of 
Deerfield, to the Deerfield teaching 
position. Miss Ely had formerly taught 
in West Palm Beach but she now re
turned to the area in which she had 
grown up. The board had received the 
results of the recent county census 
which revealed the population dis
parity of Miami, the county seat, with 
the struggling Broward County settle
ments. Out of a total Dade County 
population of slightly over 12,000, 
Miami had a population of 6,228 com
pared with population figures of 219 
for Fort Lauderdale, 193 for Dania, 
with Deerfield and Pompano bringing 
up the rear with 78 and 73 respectively. 
Furthermore, Miami's dominance is re
flected in Miami having Dade County's 
first high school graduating class in 
1904, whose proud graduates were: 
Misses Grace Rader and Florence 
Stephens and Mr. Ralph Rader, all of 
whom hailed from Miami. At the same 
time the census revealed that Florida 
had a total population of 614,845, and 
of this figure the Dade County schools 
enrolled 3,097 pupils, 2,059 whites and 
1,038 Negroes.I6 

For years a controversy raged in 
Florida over textbooks, particularly in 
the areas of uniformity, sale and pur
chase. Also, no little disagreement 
was evidenced on the score of the 
management of the local school. Pupils 
customarily furnished their own pre· 
scribed textbooks and at the beginning 
of the school year sold their books to 
students of the lower class and pur
chased books from students of an 
upper class. Dade County school 
authorities rejected uniformity of text-

books for the county and left the final 
determination of textbooks to the dis
cretion of the trustees or supervisor of 
local schools. The board furthermore 
required teachers to oversee the sale 
and purchase of books by pupils. 
These 1907 decisions by the board 
were followed by a change in the super
vision of local schools. Hitherto trustees 
had been appointed to oversee local 
school affairs. Beginning in January 
1907, the school board instead appoint
ed a single supervisor for each school. 
Thus, a local farmer, merchant or 
artisan had a head-grip on school 
matters in his community. The first 
Broward County supervisors appointed 
for a two year term were: 

Town 
Da nia 
Ha llanda le 
Pompa no 
Fort La uderda le 
Deerfi eld 

Supervisor 
White School 

P. H. Roper 
J. B. Wofford 
C. L. Lyons 
E. T . King 

Supervisor 
Negro School 

C. Cha mbers 

W. B. Burns 
P. E. Willi a ms" 

With money in short supply, due 
partially to the 1907 "panic," the 
Dade County school board's sumptuary 
mode of operation accelerated. While 
recognizing the need for a new school 
facility at Dania due to growth and 
the noxious railroad siding location, 
the board, in response to a petition by "f. 

Danians, agreed to furnish only $300.00 
of the projected $1,000.00 needed for 
the new schoolhouse. Whereupon the 
Florida East Coast Railway, through N 
its agent Andrew C. Frost, agreed to 
contribute land valued at $400.00, 
while the Dania school patrot:J.S agreed 
to contribute $300 .00 in cash, later 
augmented by an additional $195.00 
contribution which they splurged on 
decorative stone walls. The 30x60 foot 
schoolhouse was constructed of con
crete block, the first non-wooden 
school building to be constructed in 
Broward County. In a rare display of 
largesse, the board voted to begin a 
school for whites in Deerfield in the 
fall of 1907, the board to furnish the 
materials and the school patrons the 
labor to erect the frame schoolhouse. IS 

In the same year two new Negro 
teachers began service in Broward 
County schools. At Hallandale Miss 
Anna L. Jackson, principal, received 
the princely figure of $60.00 monthly, 
while her counterpart in the Hallan
dale white school, Irene Bennett, pulled 
down only $40.00 monthly. Despite this 
show of liberality toward Principal 
Jackson, white schools for the 1907-08 
school year received almost all of • 
Dade's school budget of $55,103.93. 
The school expenditures divided as 
follows: white schools, $42 ,607.59; 
Negro schools, $6,684.27; and admin· "'· 
istrative costs, $5,812.07, the latter 
figure, however, included the mainten· 
ance of existing facilities .I9 ., 
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Students gathering by Fort Lauderdale's second school building, c. 
1912-1915. This building, which later became the first Broward County 
courthouse, is also pictured on the cover of this issue. 

On July 1, 1909, the Pompano and 
Deerfield schools left the Dade County 
school system for six years when Palm 
Beach County was created from the 
northern part of Dade County, the division 
of Dade County falling mid-way 
between Pompano and Fort Laud
erdale. Relative little change occurred 
in these two schools during the time 
they were a part of the Palm Beach 
County school system.20 

Fort Lauderdale grew rather slowly 
during the years immediately after the 
drainage and reclamation of the Ever
glades began, although dredging opera
tions at first centered in the New River 
town. But it had grown enough by 
1910 to warrant a new schoolhouse. 
The first "modern" school building for 
Broward County was built that year, 
authorized by the Dade County school 
board when Tom M. Bryan and E. T. 
King, prominent Fort Lauderdale entre
preneurs, appeared before the board 
in April to plead for an adequate 
facility to house a school which would 
in the fall of 1911 institute a high 
school with the addition of the ninth 
grade. To make room for this two
story concrete structure, the old two
room frame building was moved slight
ly northward. The board alloted $5,000 
toward the construction of the $7,000 
structure, school patrons making up 
the difference. As in the case of the 
Dania concrete school building, the 
Fort Lauderdale school owed much to 
James M. Holding of Dania, who was 
a member of the board and looked 
after school ,interests in the northern 
part of Dade County. When Broward 
County was created in 1915, the Board 
of County Commissioners of the new 
county purchased this structure for 
$12,000 and turned it into the county 
courthouse.2t 

Would school-age children rather 

"work in the fields" than go to school 
where an economically bettering educa
tion could be secured through applica
tion and perserverance? Probably the 
majority opted for the classroom. Un
tutored opinion would likely conclude 
whites attended school more regularly 
than did Negroes, particularly since 
much more money and better facilities 
went to white schools than to Negro 
schools. But surprisingly to contempor
aries, in 1910, Negro pupils opted more 
than their white counterparts to the 
classroom, with all its heartburn and 
travail, over the farm fields. For both 
colors, parents and pupils alike 
scrimped and sacrificed for education
al advancement. W. M. Holloway, super
intendent of Florida public schools, 
reported in 1910, that while Negroes 
liked "to frolic," they also voted for 
the school with their attendance and 
surpassed white children in their 
regularity. He averred: "'Average' 
attendance is not known among the 
colmed schools. They keep it well up 
toward the perfect mark." Perhaps, 
Negro diligence to some extent stem
med from their having to work in the 
farm fields longer and more often dur
ing the planting and harve~ting sea
son, that is, in late winter and early 
spring, and thus they may have valued 
education more than did white pupils.22 

As digging of Everglades drainage 
canals progressed westward, so did 
settlement increase along the canal 
banks. Settlers, mostly from the Pan
ama Canal Zone, and the north and 
mid-west United States, flocked along 
the North and South New River 
Canals in 1910-11, as these drainage 
and transportation canals to Lake 
Okeechobee neared completion. Located 
about nine miles west of Fort Laud
erdale, these adventuresome settlers 

were not long onsite before they pushed 
for a schoolhouse for their children. 
Influenced by the Canal Zonians, 
canal residents of the Everglades 
named their community after the 
Canal Zone where the Zonians had 
been employed in the construction of 
the Panama Canal, then nearing com
pletion. When Superintendent R. E. 
Hall visited nascent Zona in early 
March 1911, residents button-holed 
Hall and by their importunity pre
vailed upon him to yield to their peti
tion for a school. Hall also agreed to 
furnish a teacher to begin school 
April 1 instead of in the fall, in lieu of 
not furnishing the building materials. 
On April Fool's day schoolmaster Mil
ton Geere opened the school doors for 
the first session. The Zona school, 
shortly thereafter renamed the Davie 
school, under Geere received the 
accolade as "the first school in the 
Everglades. "23 

In educational matters, Dania had 
an ace-in-the-hole. In 1902, James M. 
Holding settled three miles west of 
Hallandale in the newly formed com
munity of Pembroke. Several years 
later, Holding, a graduate of North 
Carolina's Wake Forest College, moved 
to Dania where he gained the reputa
tion of an outstanding "scientific" 
farmer, a remarkable occurence for the 
former college Greek and mathematics 
professor. In 1909, he began a six-year 
stint as a member of the Dade County 
school board, and in that strategic 
position he championed the education
al interests of north Dade County. In 
1912, Holding obtained a new school 

James M. Holding, Broward 
County's first Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. 
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building and site for an enlarged Dania 
school. On a high and dry location 
consisting of three acres, the school 
board constructed a two-story concrete 
building ornamented with massive 
corinthian columns at the entrance. 
In 1916, a large rear addition made 
the structure suitable for a high school. 
Danians provided little monetary out
lay for the $5,000 school building, for 
by 1912, the school board had begun 
to move along a double track in build
ing construction . For small buildings 
the board provided the funds, but for 
larger edifices the board required the 
passage of a bond issue obligating prop
erty owners to foot the en tire cost of 
construction . In keeping with Hold
ing's agricultura l perspectives, one 
acre of the Dania school property pur
chased from Andrew C. Frost became 
the location of the first agricultural 
courses to be taught in Broward Coun
ty. Sited amid an experimental farm 
for pupils, and featuring a Spanish 
architectural motif conceived by August 
Geiger, Miami's foremost architect, the 
Dania school building made Danians 
the envy of north Dade County.24 

Expressive of the area's develop
ment, in September 1914, two small 
country schools made their appearance 
in the extremes of Broward County. 
To the south a school opened in the 
agricultural-sawmill community of Pem
broke. Pembroke, settled largely by im
migrants from Palatka, Florida, furn
ished fourteen students for the first 
year of the school's short-lived exist
ence. To the north Mrs. Mattie Rauler
son Baker opened the Prospect School 
in her brother's home at a location 
now in Oakland Park but then in a 
community known as Colohatchee. Mrs. 
Baker, among the first four-year col
lege graduates to teach in Broward 
County, had moved to Fort Lauder
dale in 1910, from Volusia County, 
after short residences in Pompano and 
Colohatchee. In Fort Lauderdale, her 
husband Harry began an automotive 
repair service south of the river, border
ing the Andrews Avenue bridge. In 
grades one through six, Mrs. Baker 
taught forteen students, including her 
son Harry Elmo. The Prospect School 
had cramped quarters in the Rauler
son house sited amid a farm. In Sep
tember 1915, this school moved east· 
ward, but still in Colohatchee, into a 
converted barn belonging to Mr. M. T. 
Whidby. In this primitive but more 
spacious setting, Mrs. Baker's class 
increased to twenty pupils. Now that 
her husband operated the first taxi for 
hire in Broward County, Mrs. Baker 
and Harry Elmo could return home 
each night instead of spending the 
school week at the home of her bro
ther as she did at the Prospect School.25 
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The Dania school building soon after completion in 1913. Note construc
tion debris still on the ground. 

Children living a mile or two south 
of the Whidby School attended the Fort 
Lauderdale school. Their's was a plea
sant, fun-filled trip to school each day. 
Mark Mahannah recalls those pioneer-

. ing days when the Dade County school 
board hired E. A. Bras of Colohatchee 
to transport the Colohatchee children 
to school in a canvas-covered wagon 
drawn by small ponies. The children 
would jump in and out of the wagon, 
pick flowers, chase small game and 
fowls, and engage in "devilments" on 
their way to schoo}.26 

As the war clouds gathered in Europe 
in early 1914, the meager tourist trade 
in Fort Lauderdale began to increase, 
with the result that some tourists set
tled or invested in property, thereby 
increasing the population to a point 
that school facilities became overcrowd
ed. The town's ninth graders of 1911 
looked forward to graduation in 1915, 
a graduation assured provided they 
remained in school and passed, not all 
of whom did. By mid-1914, attendance 
at the Fort Lauderdale school, which 
included grades one through twelve, 
neared 300. Consequently, a new school 
building was called for, and this need 
was highlighted by the necessity of 
renting the second floor of the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel building for over
crowded classes. William H. Marshall, 
the first mayor of Fort Lauderdale 
upon its incorporation in March 1911, 
spearheaded the drive to pass a bond 
issue for an adequate building. He 
and his cohorts' efforts proved suc
cessful, for on June 6, 1914, Fort 
Lauderdale's freeholders overwhelm
ingly passed by a forty-three to six
teen margin, the first school bond is
sue in Broward County, and Fort 
Lauderdalians could hardly wait to 
occupy their new $55,000 structure. Like 

the Dania school, it featured Spanish 
architecture conceived by August 
Geiger, and the construction contract 
went to the Biscayne Engineering Com
pany of Miami. Included in the build
ing was an auditorium capable of ac
comodating upwards of 700 people, 
and after 1915, the auditorium became 
the prime site for community cultural 
events and political rallies. The loca
tion ofthe building, however, caused a 
good deal of agitation. Because the 
majority of Fort Lauderdalians and 
suburbanites lived north of New River, 
the southside site was abandoned in 
favor of a northside location sited 
three blocks east of Andrews Avenue. 
Some additional dissatisfaction arose 
because the new school building was 
allegedly located too far from "down
town" Fort Lauderdale, in fact so far 
from the three block distant city hall 
that realtor C. C. Ausherman had dif
ficulty selling lots adjacent to the 
school site for $50.00 each.27 

In the meantime diligent efforts in 
behalf of the creation of a new county 
to be carved from Palm Beach and 
Dade counties paid dividends when 
the state legislature in April 1915, 
created Broward County, effective Oct
ober 1, 1915. The people living from 
Hallandale north to Deerfield settled 
upon the name of Broward County 
with little difficulty because of the in
fluence Napoleon B. Broward, Flori
da's governor from 1905 to 1909, had 
in beginning the drainage and recla
mation of the Everglades in July 1906, 
then the world's largest drainage 
project, which when completed in 1915 
made it possible for pioneers to settle V ' 
permanently north of Biscayne Bay.28 

The new Fort Lauderdale High School 
building, which was occupied in Sep
tember 1915, was the only high school 



in the sixty-eight mile stretch between 
Miami and West Palm Beach, and as 
a consequence, became the education
al pride and center of Broward Coun
ty. Even before the effective date of 
Broward County's birth, Fort Lauder
dale High School graduated its first 
class in May 1915, consisting of five 
boys: Dale Redman, Charles Crim, 
John Davis, Martin Davis and Ray
mond Russell. Since Fort Lauderdale, 
the county seat, had the only high 
school in the county, graduates of the 
eighth grade in other communities trek
ked to the New River town to complete 
their education. Fort Lauderdale High 
School in 1915 could draw students 
from a county area of 1,220 square 
miles and a population of 4,763, 1,870 
of whom resided in the county seat. 
With the exception of Hallandale, open
sided buses transported high school 
students to Fort Lauderdale High. 
Pupils from Hallandale, however, took 
the train to the new high school, and 
Edith Palmquist, now Mrs. Foster 
Hunter, has nostalgic euphoria when 
she recalls her arduous, time-consum
ing train rides of three years' duration 
to Fort Lauderdale. In 1916, she be
came one of the first non-residents of 
Fort Lauderdale to graduate from Fort 
Lauderdale High.29 

Statistics, titles which ostensibly con
veyed the appearance of status and 
authority, and sports assumed an in
creasing prominence in education as 
the twentieth century progressed. In 
December 1915, the Broward County 
school board took the first school cen-

James S. Rickards, principal of 
the Fort Lauderdale school 1913-
1916, and Broward County school 
superintendent, 1921-1929. 

sus of the county. In confirmation of 
an obvious fact, the two county seat 
schools dominated enrollment. 

White Negro 
School Pupils Pupils 

Deerfield . . . . . . . . 55 . . . . . . . . 59 
Pompano. . . . . . . . 99 . . . . . . . . 50 
Whidby . . . . . . . . . 20 . . . . . . . . . -
Ft. Laud . ... ..... 421 . . . . . . . . 75 
Dania . . . . . . . . . . . 93 . . . . . . . . 26 
Davie ........ ... 73 ......... -
Hallandale 61 . . . . . . . . 37 
Pembroke . . . . . . . 13 . . . . . . . . . -

TOTAL ....... 835 ........ 247 

In a rural setting which could not 
provide many students for high school 
sports, track competition proved the 
most popular sport, and such compe
tition between the lower grades of coun
ty schools furnished bragging rights 
for towns and cemented relations 
among younger pupils. Principals pro
moted competition, and bet:ause all 
male principals, whether high school 
or elementary, bore the dignified title 
of Professor and had a high level of 
honor in a community, their promo
tion of sports generally carried the 
day. When the Fort Lauderdale school 
added the ninth grade in 1911, the 
school track team competed against 
the lower grades of Miami High 
School, and the team had only one 
goal: "beat Miami," and when it be
came a full-fledged high school under 
Professor James S. Rickards, the Fort 
Lauderdale track team changed its 
goal to "beat Miami High School," a 
goal the team often accomplished. 
Then, under the aegis of assistant prin
cipal Professor Walter Wright, the high 
school organized a basketball team in 
November 1914, and it had the same 
goal as the track team. When the local 
team engaged Miami High School at 
Stranahan Field, interest peaked and 
much of the citizenry turned out to 
cheer on the locals. Fort Lauderdale 
High School, a David pitted against a 
Goliath, more than held its own in 
early contests with the veteran Miami 
High School teams. But the basket
ball team went into a slight eclipse 
several years later when teacher-coach 
Wright married an eleventh grade stu
dent, had his status and job thrown 
into jeopardy, and found it the part of 
wisdom to accept the principalship of 
the Larkin Elementary School located 
in northwest Dade County.ao 

Public education in the United States 
found birth through the womb of poli
tics, and the Broward County school 
system continued the tradition in 1916, 
when two men ran for the county super
intendency. In a fiercely contested polit
ical campaign which revolved around 
whether Fort Lauderdale High School 

had been properly accredited by the 
southern accrediting association, as 
Professor Rickards claimed and claimed 
credit for, and which Superintendent 
James M. Holding vehemently denied, 
Rickards went down to defeat before 
Holding's strength county-wide. Rick
ards, however, ran strong in Fort Laud
erdale where hardly any community 
event witnessed his absence. Rickards, 
who was later to gain state prominence 
in educational circles after his superin
tendency of the Broward County 
schools from 1921 to 1929, had become 
principal of the Fort Lauderdale school 
upon his arrival from Indiana in 1913, 
and he quickly gained acclamation as 
an orator of ability, churchman par 
excellence, and educational innovator, 
which meant he was a "progressive" 
educator. But these qualities could not 
wrest the superintendency from Hold
ing in the 1916 election. Mter his de
feat Rickards left Florida for a year, 
but returned to Fort Lauderdale in 1917 
to become the secretary of the Napoleon 
B. Broward Drainage District before 
his election to the superintendency in 
1920. Holding, on the other hand, drew 
praise for his advocacy of agricultural 
classes and his gentle disposition. Also, 
he drew accolades for his selection of 
the Fort Lauderdale High School 
faculty for 1916-17, which was the first 
in which every high school teacher 
held a bona fide college degree. He 
also instituted a Domestic Science 
course, later known as home economics, 
which enrolled both boys and girls, 
and hired as the teacher Miss Myra 
Mclllvaine, later Mrs. Myra Marshall, 
who taught for well over thirty years 
at Fort Lauderdale High School. Hold
ing's calling, however, seemed to be 
agricultural, and he responded to that 
call by resigning in 1919 to devote 
himself to his farming enterprises. By 
interim appointment, attorney and 
former Mayor of Fort Lauderdale, C. 
E. Farrington, succeeded Holding as 
county school superintendent, but 
Farrington did not seek the post in 
the election of 1920. Meanwhile Rick
ards had developed a county-wide 
constituency prior to 1920, and in the 
election of that year he easily captured 
the position he had so coveted in 1916.31 

As public education began to pre
empt the educational arena in the 
United States, it gained prestige and 
increasing influence both as an educa
tional instrument and as a socializa
tion agent, and state after state began 
to impose compulsory attendance laws. 
Rickards early advocated such laws, 
and served on county and state com
mittees which exerted pressure on the 
state legislature to require regular 
school attendance under sanctions. In 
1915, bowing to teacher political power, 
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the Florida State Legislature eased into 
the controversial field by permitting 
individual communities to impose com
pulsory attendance. Immediately the 
community of Hallandale voted to re
quire a minimum attendance of eighty 
days each school year , the first 
Broward County school to do so . 
Through the continued agitation of 
Rickards and other educators, in 1919, 
the Florida Legislature passed 
an act articulating compulsory school 
attendance by all school-aged children 
effective in the fall ofthat year. Now 
the school bureaucracy had the tool 
for which it had so long panted; it 
now had a captive clientele supported 
at public expense.32 

Three entities at this time controlled 
Broward County schools on the local 
level: the superintendent, the school 
board and a board of trustees, all elect
ed, the latter by the community or 
district in which they resided. The 
trustees settled many matters concern
ing the local school, but on other mat
ters it simply made recommendations 
to the school board. In the first county 
election of 1"915, Broward County 
voters selected J. D. Butler of Deer
field, C. D. Kittredge of Fort Lauder
dale and F. L. Neville of Dania school 
board members. The school board let 
contracts for the construction of con
crete block school buildings in Hal
landale and Pompano in 1915-16, for 
Davie in 1918, and for Deerfield in 
1920, so that as the great Florida Land 
Boom began all the communities with 
schools had exchanged frame for con
crete structures. The school board rigor
ously enforced racial segregation of 
pupils and teachers in concert with 
the philosophy of the South. The one 
exception, and a dubious one at that 
considering the party involved, was 
the admittance of Seminole Tony Tom
mie at Fort Lauderdale in 1915, but 
the decision to admit this seventeen 
year old Indian to the first grade 
came only after much investigation 
and soul-searching. Later several In
dian girls were admitted, but the Semi
noles eventually dropped out of school 
due to many pressures, not the least of 
which was tribaJ.33 

With the gradual population growth 
and development of the county, Fort 
Lauderdale could not forever hold a 
monopoly on high school education. 
After a long effort by some Fort 
Lauderdalians, including youngster 
Boyd Anderson as a vocal leader, to 
prevent its occurence, the school board 
established a high school in Dania in 
1920, by permitting the ninth grade. 
This school served the interests of pu
pils in the south part of the county, 
and the Dania High School graduated 
its first class in 1924, four girls and 
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The Spanish-style Oakland Park Elementaray School, opened in 1926, 
is the oldest school building in Broward County still used as a school. 

one boy: Elsie Bellamy, Elsie Sher
man, Rethel West, Velma Aspey and 
B. Frank Reames, Jr. With the estab
lishment of the Dania High School, 
sports competition between it and Fort 
Lauderdale High School began, although 
the elementary schools throughout the 
county had competed for several years 
prior. Dania High School named its 
teams "Bulldogs," while the Fort 
Lauderdale school teams carried the 
sobriquet the "Flying L's," a name 
applied at least as early as 1917-18, 
and probably derived from the speed 
exhibited by the track team, particular
ly by Watt Gordon, who gained the 
reputation as the fastest high school 
student in Florida as early as 1916. 
Fort Lauderdale High School fielded 
the first student football team in the 
county in the fall of 1923, but in its 
first game the Flying L's lost to the 
Miami High School Stingarees by a 
score of 25 to 0. In 1924, however, the 
Flying L's pulled the upset of the 
decade by defeating the heavily-favored 
Stingarees 2 to 0 on the local field, 
which was covered by nine inches of 
rain water. In all sports competition, 
regardless of how the Flying L's fared 
against other teams, the season rank
ed a success if the local team beat the 
Stingarees, a fuat not easily accom
plished. So dominant did the Miami 
High School football teams become in 
the state, the Stingarees scheduled few 
Florida teams; instead they scheduled 
the most powerful teams in the east
ern United States. For the Flying L's 
just to remain on the Stingarees' 
schedule, however, was in itself a 
victory of sorts.34 

As Fort Lauderdale continued to out-

distance the other county communities 
in growth, so did the city's school pop
ulation overshadow that of other com
munities, a result which necessitated 
the construction of an additional school 
building in the county seat. In 1922, 
Southside Elementary School was con
structed as the first "ward school" in 
the county, followed by Westside Ele
mentary School in 1923, and these 
neighborhood schools relieved conges
tion at the Fort Lauderdale Central 
Elementary School sited next to the 
high school. But after Joseph Wesley 
Young began Hollywood in 1921, that 
town grew rapidly and threatened Fort 
Lauderdale's hegemony. In the fall of 
1922, founder Young donated land for 
the Hollywood Central Elementary 
School, and it opened that fall with 
thirty-seven pupils taught by Mrs. 
Frances E. Bell, who began school with 
"one box of chalk, 1 box of erasers, 12 
desks and 4 home made tables." To 
the surprise of no one, Hollywood 
continued its spectacular growth, and 
by November 1925, or only three years 
after the first school began, the Holly
wood school system engaged twenty
seven teachers to instruct slightly over 
900 pupils. But unlike the white popula
tion of the county which dramatically 
increased due to the land boom, the 
Negro population only increased stead
ily, for farming was on the decline. To 
meet, however, the educational needs 
of Negroes, in July 1923, the school 
board awarded a contract for the con
struction of the "Colored School" in 
northwest Fort Lauderdale, the first 
Negro high school in Broward County, 
and one designed to serve all the 
county. The board bought the land for 



this school from Frank and Ivy Stran
ahan and built a two-story concrete 
building which cost $13,954.24. Eventu
ally, this school was named the Dillard 
High School in honor of a southern 
white educator, and later the school 
was renamed the Walker Elementary 
School after a prominent local Negro 
principal.35 

The great Florida Land Boom be
came apparent in Fort Lauderdale in · 
the fall of 1924, as the number of new 
residents and tourists rapidly increas
ed and construction of all building 
types soared. Under the aegis of 
Superintendent Rickards many bond 
issues for the enlargement of the 
school system passed through the vote 
of freeholders, the largest in 1925 for 
$500,000, and additions to existing 
school buildings proliferated, while a 
few new school buildings were con
structed. In early 1925, the fast de
veloping Oakland Park community, 
which had displaced the community 
of Colohatchee, petitioned the school 
board for a school building. In July 
the board acceded and let a contract 
to builders Frank Norton and Charles 
Mills for the construction of the Oak
land Park Elementary School building. 
The school opened the first week in 
January 1926, with a teaching staff of 
seven whose salaries ranged from 
$175.00 to $225.00 per month, figures 
almost equalling the wages of skilled 
artisans but a far lesser remuneration 
than was gained by land and construc
tion speculators who made and lost 
fortunes within a matter of months.36 

As the land and construction boom 
entered mid-stage in June 1925, amid 
a giddiness which bordered on frenzy 
and unbridled speculation, Superin
tendent Rickards released a report of 
the amazing growth of the Broward 
County public school system during 
one generation. County schools which 
began in 1899, with two one-room 
frame buildings, presided over by two 
teachers who taught less than two 
dozen pupils, now boasted eleven 
modern school buildings valued at 
$380,000. Of the 3,000 pupils enrolled, 
the Fort Lauderdale central schools, 
minus the Colored School, enrolled 
1,050 pupils; 450 of these pupils were 
in the Fort Lauderdale Central High 
School and 600 were in the Fort Lauder
dale Central Elementary School, with 
both schools employing a total of thirty
four teachers. When the 230 pupils of 
the Southside, Westside and kinder
garten schools were added to the cen
tral schools, Fort Lauderdale pupils 
totaled 1,280, and each of the schools 
had its own principal, but the appella
tion "Professor" had fallen into dis
use.37 

Fort Lauderdale High School 1914 baseball team at Stranahan Field, 
east of the school building. Bottom row (left to right): Charles Crim, 2nd 
base; John Davis, pitcher; Martin Davis, catcher; Watt Gordon, 1st 
base. Middle row: Walter Brock, right field; H. Gebert, center field; G. 
Fahrion, left field. Top row; P. Weimer, manager; R. Shull, 3rd base; 
Lawrence Riekards, shortstop. 

During the first quarter of the twen
tieth century Americans discovered 
Broward County in large numbers and 
they, for the most part, liked what 
they had found. Subsequently, the new 
settlers transformed the county's top
ography by the construction of a my
riad of canals, roads, homes and com
mercial buildings. Additionally, they 
partially conquered the menace of the 
Everglades. As an indication of the 
immigrants' liking for Fort Lauder
dale, the city population almost tripled 
from February to November 1925, for 
within these ten months the city's pop
ulation rose from 5,625 to 15,915. Al
though the growth of Fort Lauderdale 
was amazing, the population and 
growth of other Broward County com
munities grew rapidly, and that of Hol
lywood soared. This startling growth, 
which no one had predicted, or even 
dreamed five years previously, and 
which no one could accurately predict 
would last or end, contributed mightily 
to the numerical growth of the Broward 
County public school system. In 
addition, the compulsory attendance 
law of 1919, and concomitant legisla
tion, more highly trained teachers 
who viewed teaching as a lifetime 
profession, and the rising wealth of 
the citizenry, all were instrumental in 
producing a higher quality education 
by the mid-1920s.38 

But a public school system is more 
than wealth and population, just as 
life is more than a concentration of 
economic concerns. Pioneer parents and 

the childless in Broward County were 
plagued by insects , heat, disease, 
drought, floods, early mortality, the 
scarcity of money, and smitten by 
laborious work in the farm fields from 
sunup to sundown. These were only 
some of the most obvious bitter hard
ships pioneers of the public school sys
tem had to endure. Not only did they 
have to endure them, they had to over
come them and turn them to their ad
vantage. In their stressful endeavors 
many pioneers professed they found 
strength in their trust in Almighty 
God. Witnesses to this professed trust 
included the pioneers' establishment 
of many churches, their insistence 
upon school chapel religious exercises 
and the printing in the newspapers of 
locally delivered sermons. In addition, 
teachers were expected to maintain 
high standards of conduct, conduct 
exemplary for pupils and townspeople 
alike. Radical deviants found them
selves unemployed. As an example of 
this professed trust in Almighty God, 
in February 1923, Mrs. W. H. Blount, 
a highly respected pioneer of Pom
pano, wrote an article for the Fort 
Lauderdale Sentinel about Pompano. 
After describing the delights and ad
vantages of Pompano, she declared: 
"Aside from every other advantage 
which might be mentioned, Pompano's 
greatest asset as a town of homes is 
the very dominant religious spirit which 
pervades. The people are a God-fear
ing and God-loving people." In the 
political, social and educational realms 
pioneers expected at a minimum that 
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their leaders would at least give lip 
service to the tenets of the Christian 
religion.39 

Religious matters have been and 
still are an element in the strength of 
a society, and when excluded in the 
recitation of a society's struggles, the 
recitation falsifies that society's his
tory to a greater or lesser degree. 
Many pioneers of the Broward County 
public school system during the sys
tem's first quarter of a century of de
velopment saw no incongruity between 
public education and a firm adherence 
to organized religion, in and out of 
school, and their support of the system 
is a testimony of the strength of their 
conviction on this score. 
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Warriors from the Sea 
THE SEMINOLE WAR NAVY AND 

THEIR EXPLOITS IN SOUTHEAST FLORIDA 

PART I 

by Kenneth J. Hughes 

The Second Seminole conflict was a 
war of attrition, a fight which stemmed 
from disagreements over land owner
ship, misunderstood treaties, and most 
of all, from the inability of the Ameri
cans and the Indians to co-exist. Years 
of sporadic depredations by the Semin
oles against the expanding white settle
ments, and the United States govern
ment's efforts to enforce a policy of 
Indian removal exploded into warfare 
on December 28, 1835, when Major 
Francis Dade and a patrol of 109 men 
were ambushed on the road between 
Fort Brooke at Tampa and Fort King, 
near present-day Ocala. During the 
same day, Indian agent Colonel Wiley 
Thompson was killed by a band of 
Seminoles led by Osceola while stroll
ing outside the gates of Fort King. 
These attacks initiated seven years of 

bitter conflict between U.S. military 
forces and the elusive Seminoles through
out the Florida Territory. Although 
much of the war was fought on land, 
the United States Navy also played a 
significant role, particularly in the 
southeastern portion of the peninsula, 
where the Atlantic Ocean, the Ever
glades, and numerous rivers, marshes 
and inlets made aquatic navigation 
indispensable to the war effort. 

At the time the war broke out, United 
States naval forces consisted of 4,412 
sailors and 1,235 marines. They pro
tected United States coastal stations 
and sailed the seas in eighteen vessels. 
A part of this fleet, the West Indies 
Squadron under Commodore Alex
ander J . Dallas, was assigned to the 
Ca!'ibbean and the Gulf of Mexico, 
including the west coast of Florida. 

This small squadron, composed of one 
frigate, two sloops of war, and one 
schooner, shared jurisdiction over 
Florida 's Gulf coast with the U.S. Trea
sury Department, whose cutters were 
manned by U.S. Revenue Marines with 
authority to enter American ports and 
prevent illegal trade. The Treasury De
partment had become actively involved 
in Florida's Indian unrest a few 
months prior to the Dade Massacre, 
when the commander of U.S. military 
forces in the territory, General Dun
can L. Clinch, had called for a revenue 
cutter to sail the Florida west coast, 
with orders to instruct any Seminoles 
they met to assemble for emigration 
at Fort Brooke. These orders were up
graded in Washington by U.S. Secre
tary of the Navy Mahlon Dickerson, 
who authorized a navy vessel to follow 

Although the Second Seminole War is usually 
thought of as a land war, Florida 's numerous water
ways dictated that much of the maneuvering would 
take place over water. Naval authorities recognized 
this fact early in the war, but not until the conflict 
was well underway did the navy acquire the tech
niques and equipment to operate effectively in the 
territory's mysterious inlets, inland waterways, and 
Everglades. Even then, logistics, natural obstacles, 
and lack of familiarity with the region often con
spired to thwart their efforts. 

J. Hughes describes the efforts of the navy and 
marines to protect southeast Florida 's scattered 
settlers and penetrate the vast 'glades from the 
outbreak of the war to the end of General Thomas 
S. Jesup's southeast Florida campaign of 1838. 
Part II of this article will appear in a future issue of 
Broward Legacy. 

In Part I of "Warriors From the Sea, " Kenneth 

Kenneth Hughes, whose articles have appeared 
in past Broward Legacy issues, is an authority on 
the history and archaeology of the Seminole War, 
and was recently appointed to the Broward County 
Historical Commission. 
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similar instructions, thereby opening 
the door for naval participation in 
Florida affairs. 

Naval activity increased with the 
outbreak of war. In the weeks follow
ing the Dade Massacre, a small de
tachment from Commodore Dallas's 
squadron began patrolling the shore 
between Pensacola and Fort Brooke, 
and revenue marines were active 
throughout the Tampa Bay area. 

Despite these efforts, most of Florida's 
long shoreline remained unprotected. 
The vulnerability of the isolated settle
ments on the territory's east coast 
was illustrated on January 6, 1836, 
when Indians attacked the New River 
settlement, massacring the family of 
William Cooley and driving the other 
settlers to seek protection at the Cape 
Florida Lighthouse on Key Biscayne. 
Cooley and several other men were 
away from the settlement at the time, 
salvaging cargo from the brig Gil Blas, 
shipwrecked at the Hillsboro Inlet, 
nine miles to the north. The violence 
at New River signified, in part, that 
depredations now extended across the 
entire Florida peninsula. 

As hostilities spread, the United 
States Army launched a major cam
paign against the Seminoles' strong
holds in central Florida. This plan to 
defeat and forcefully remove the Indians 
from Florida proved to be a total 
disaster. Army commanders such as 
Generals Clinch, Edmund P. Gaines, 
and Winfield Scott quickly realized the 
futility of traditional military tactics 
and the difficulty of sustaining ade-
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Commodore Alexander J. Dallas 
(left, in an early portrait, courtesy 
Naval History Division, CNO), and 
U.S. Navy Secretary Mahlon Dick
erson (right, courtesy Library of 
Congress) were instrumental in in
volving the navy in the Second 
Seminole War. 

quate supply lines in the Florida 
wilderness. The soldiers were also en
cumbered with inadequate regulations 
and equipage in an unfamiliar territory. 
In comparison, the Seminoles were 
well adapted to Florida's interior, and 
inspired with confidence that they 
were fighting on their home territory. 

The one benefit derived by the 
American forces from this otherwise 
dismal campaign was the new strategy 
adopted by the navy expeditions oper
ating on its periphery. Here, along the 
Gulf coast and in the inland water
ways of central Florida, both seamen 
and marines experienced for the first 
time a new method of reconnoitering 
the Florida wilderness . The use of 
small boats to search for the enemies 
on inland rivers and bays gave an 
added mobility to the invading military 
forces . In succeeding years , as the war 
pushed southward, this would become 
the conventional means of pursuing 
the Seminoles into south Florida's 
Everglades, thereby enabling United 
States servicemen to travel as the 
Indian traveled. In effect, the conflict 
would evolve into a guerrilla war. 

While the main body of military 
personnel struggled against hostile 
Indians and inhospitable terrain in 
central Florida, the inhabitants of the 
southern peninsula were anxiously 
petitioning the federal government for 
protection. Although naval vessels 
occasionally stopped at Key West, the 
settlers on the Florida Keys, including 
many refugees from the abandoned 
mainland settlements adjacent to Bis-

cayne Bay and at New River, requested 
a more permanent show of force . As a 
result, the cutter Dexter cruised be
tween Charlotte Harbor and Indian 
Key throughout May and June. Then, 
on July 7, 1836, Master Commandant 
Mervine P. Mix of the sloop-of-war 
Concord dispatched the schooner < 

Motto to protect the settlers on Indian 
Key and to secure about five tons of 
lead said to be on board the wrecked 
brig Gil Blas at Hillsboro Inlet. Nine 
days later, Commodore Dallas ordered 
the cutter Washington to proceed to 
Key West to protect that island. 

The Indians again made their ap
pearance along the southeast coast on 
July 24, 1836, when a renegade band 
attacked the Cape Florida Lighthouse 
and set fire to all combustible struc
tures. Lighthouse keeper John Thompson 
was wounded and his black assistant, 
Carter, was fatally shot. Lieutenant 
Thomas J. Leib and the nineteen sea
men and marines of the Motto saw 
flames in the direction of Key Bis
cayne, when anchored off New River 
that very same evening. They pro
ceeded to rescue Thompson, who was 
then taken to the army hospital in 
Key West. Before leaving the area, 
however, the Motto and a private 
schooner, the Pee Wee, skirted Cape 
Florida and the abandoned Miami 
plantations, observing their total des
truction by the Indians. 

Turning their attention to the south
east Florida coast, military officials 
recognized its importance to the Sem
inoles. They knew that the Indians 



favored the region for its abundance 
of coonti (arrowroot). Once harvested 
and stacked to dry, the root of this 
plant could be pulverized into an edible 
flour. Shipwrecks were also considered 
as another source of supplies for the 
Indians, and Atlantic gales became a 
notorious provider. Generally, when a 
shipwreck occurred, the Seminoles 
were certain to be near. Therefore, 
when other supplies were exhausted, 
the Seminoles could survive almost 
indefinitely in this region. 

Autumn brought an increase in mil
itary activity throughout Florida. In 
central Florida, General Richard Keith 
Call, the territorial governor, led a 
force composed of militiamen and reg
ulars against the Seminoles encamped 
at the Cove of the Withlacoochee, but 
the rain-swollen river prevented the 
troops from crossing and carrying out 
their objective of "destroying the Sem
inole nation." At the same time, the 
U.S. Navy flotilla and marines readied 
an expedition against some 200 Sem
inoles supposedly concentrating near 
Cape Florida and New River. The 
Vandalia, the Washington, and two 
schooners, the Carolina and the Firefly, 
were therefore assembled at Key West. 

The general plan of the expedition 
was designed by the new command
ing officer of the Vandalia, Captain 
Thomas Crabb. He intended the force 
to be placed on Cape Florida under 
the cover of darkness, and then to 
move inland in hopes of surprising 
and capturing the Seminoles in their 
fastness. Recent Indian depredations 
on Key Largo and Key Tavernier, how-

ever, resulted in a change of operations. 
On October 16, 1836, three days after 
setting sail from Key West, Lieutenant 
Levin Powell's fifty sailors and ninety
five marines arrived at Indian Key, 
where they procured a few additional 
boats from the island's leading resi
dent, wrecker Jacob Houseman. The 
expedition then moved against a band 
of seventy Indians lingering in the 
upper Keys, pursuing them both on 
land and in the water. During this re
connaissance, only two Indians were 
actually encountered. Others, however, 
escaped unseen to warn their fellows 
of the impending danger. Neverthe
less, Lieutenant Powell moved his force 
northward, assured by the added sup
port of a few volunteers. 

The success of this naval expedition 
relied, in part, on the assistance of 
guides, as the seamen were unfamiliar 
with the territory. Therefore, the knowl
edge of William Cooley, Dr. E. Fred
erick Leitner, and Stephen R. Mallory 
was essential in penetrating the in
land water passages - a key man
euver in the operation and necessary 
to maintain the element of surprise. 
Mr. Cooley's previous experience as a 
sea captain and several years' resi
dence in south Florida provided the 
expedition with valuable coastal know
ledge, as well as data regarding the 
fringes of the Everglades, which 
Cooley had explored to a greater extent 
than any other white man while re
siding at New River. 

Dr. E. Frederick Leitner and his 
assistant, Stephen R. Mallory, were 
also experienced explorers, although 
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they had not resided on the mainland 
of south Florida as long as Cooley 
had. Nevertheless, they, too , were 
familiar with the upper reaches of the 
coastal estuaries. Being a naturalist, 
the German-born Leitner had come to 
south Florida for the purpose of study
ing the fauna and topography. Before 
his research was halted by the out
break of Indian hostilities, he had 
resided at the New River settlement 
for part of one year, and had con
versed with the Indians of that region. 
He and Mallory, a longtime Key West 
resident who had also lived for a time 
on New River, therefore became valu
able additions to Powell's naval ex
pedition. 

The flotilla arrived at Key Biscayne 
on October 21, and devoted the next 
few days to reconnoitering the Miami 
River, Little River and Arch Creek. 
During that time, Powell's men estab
lished a temporary camp at the mouth 
of the Miami River. After concluding 
that the Seminoles were no longer in 
the region, the expedition divided and 
proceeded to New River. The strategy 
designed to surprise the Indians re
quired part of the patrol to move in
land. Powell therefore led part of the 
flotilla, including First Lieutenant 
Nathaniel S. Waldron's U.S. Marines, 
to the headwaters of the Rio Ratones 
(Snake Creek), disembarked and 
marched northward to New River. En 
route, they destroyed an abandoned 
village. The remainder of the flotilla, 
under the leadership of Lieutenant 
William Smith, U.S.N., proceeded to 
the mouth of New River. There they 
remained, awaiting any Seminoles 
that Powell might flush out of the 
interior. 

Powell's command rejoined Smith's 
party on October 30, after an unevent
ful march. They then established a 
temporary camp on the west bank of 
New River and proceeded to recon
noiter the area. The seamen, accom
panied by Surgeon Charles A. Hassler 
and by the three guides, Cooley, 
Leitner, and Mallory, sailed up New 
River, exploring the encompassing 
territory into the eastern fringes of 
the Everglades. At the same time, 
Lieutenant Smith led a six-day recon
naissance along the coastline, search
ing inlets and bays northward to the 
Indian River. 

On first impression, Lieutenant 
Powell described the Florida Ever
glades as a "dreary waste." "A grassy 
sea," he wrote, "with island ham
mocks on the horizon." He also added 
that the boats had proved inadequate 
for navigation in the "shallow lake," 
and that "matted sawgrass combined 
with deep sluices discouraged foot 
patrols." The distant islands he there-

Summer/Fall1988- 37 



fore deemed unapproachable, at least 
for the present time. 

Neither William Smith nor Levin 
Powell succeeded in locating the Sem
inoles on the southeast Florida main
land. The latter concluded that the 
Indians must have finished their har
vest early and returned northward. 
Consequently, the naval flotilla aban
doned their search early in November, 
relieved their guides, and endured the 
next several weeks by exploring the 
southern extremities of the peninsula, 
following the coast around to Char
lotte Harbor. They returned to their 
respective commands in December, 
finding that General Call had been 
succeeded by Major General Thomas 
Sidney Jesup as commander of the 
forces in Florida. 

The forty-eight-year-old major gener
al had assumed command of the Florida 
War on December 9, 1836. For the 
next six months he battled troop short
ages and logistical problems in an at
tempt to provide adequate protection 
for the settlers who had clustered in a 
number of north Florida towns. As a 
result of the shortages which plagued 
the army, Commodore Dallas reorgan
ized his fleet so that additional navy 
personnel could be detached for field 
duty. As a result, both seamen and 
marines now constituted the garrisons 
of Forts Brooke, Clinch, Drane, and 
Foster, all under the regional com
mand of Brigadier General Walker K. 
Armistead, relieving soldiers for field 
duty, where they were so desperately 
needed. 

Most regrettably, the Gulf coast 
squadron was also operating with 
insufficient strength, operating its 
vessels with sixty fewer crew members 
than it had had at the beginning of 
the conflict. And notwithstanding this 
new jeopardy to the coastal defenses, 
the naval presence on the mainland 
still failed to ease the fears of Florid
ians. In St. Augustine, for example, 
citizens had no choice but to rely on 
protection from the militia, at least 
until the army in Florida was supple
mented with a larger number of re
cruits. With the pressing need for rein
forcements and the failure of Powell's 
and Smith's expedition to locate Indians 
in southeast Florida, that region was 
neglected throughout the first half of 
1837. 

The situation in southeast Florida 
remained static until summer, when 
General Jesup began preparing for a 
bold new campaign. His strategy 
specified that three main wings of his 
command march into south Florida, 
and this required more than 6,000 men 
in order to be effective. Jesup also 
required the use of steamboats to 
supply his troops in the interior, and 
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requested that Commodore Dallas hand 
over the America and the Major Dade. 
Unfortunately, the latter of these two 
steamers had been scrapped, being 
deemed unfit for service. In July, the 
commodore was instructed to release 
from his command the cutters Dexter 
and Jefferson so that they could re
turn to their previous stations under 
the authority of the U.S. Revenue De
partment. 

As the approaching campaign drew 
near, Commodore Dallas received 
orders from Secretary of the Navy Dick
erson instructing him to cooperate 

the General Orders ... " The com
modore also added that when his 
squadron would be ordered to sea early 
in October, it was to have directions 
similar to those of the previous year 
- to examine the coast of Florida and 
to prevent any supplies of ammuni
tion from Cuba from reaching the 
Indians. 

Navy Lieutenant Powell had not for
gotten about the services he had render
ed almost one year earlier when recon
noitering in southeast Florida. He 
was aware that Jesup's forces would 
push the Indians further down the 

Major General Thomas Sidney Jesup, commander of United States Army 
forces in Florida, 1836-1838. 

with the land forces. In reply, Dallas 
offered to do all in his power to aid 
Jesup, but explained that the same 
degree of alacrity as was exhibited the 
previous year could not be expected 
from the navy. The grounds for this 
qualifying statement, the commodore 
explained further, was that Lieutenant 
Powell and other naval officers had 
rendered every service that could be 
asked of them, yet in all general orders, 
credit was only given to the volunteers, 
the militia, and the regulars. As for 
the navy, Dallas protested, there was 
"no mention of their service in any of 

peninsula, and he believed that an 
amphibious assault force should be 
assembled to pursue the Seminoles 
into the Everglades. Therefore, he 
wrote Secretary of War Joel R. Poinsett, 
offering to lead such an expedition. 
Once this concept was approved, the 
navy and war secretaries exchanged 
correspondence to determine the design 
of the guerrilla strike force. They sum
marized that 100 sailors with an equal 
number of soldiers should comprise 
the expedition, and that none of the 
soldiers should outrank the navy lieu
tenant. All supplies for this flotilla 



were to be provided by Major General 
Jesup. 

When Levin Powell began organiz
ing the inland strike force, he relied 
on the experience attained from the 
1836 New River expedition. The use of 
small and inadequate boats during 
that reconnaissance had prevented 
the sailors from crossing the Ever
glades morass to distant island ham
mocks. Powell therefore received per
mission to obtain suitable vessels for 
the forthcoming operations. In mid
October, he traveled to Charleston, 
South Carolina, to purchase two boats 
and fourteen pirouges. He also ordered 
the construction of an additional 
twelve vessels, "square boats" of the 
Mackinaw variety. Powell was still in 
South Carolina when the cutter Jeffer
son was ordered back to the west coast, 
since Commodore Dallas had ordered 
its captain to reestablish a coastal 
patrol between Indian Key, Key West, 
and Tampa Bay, and to communicate 
with Jesup. 

The Florida commander also relied 
on the navy to prevent trade between 
the Seminoles and Spanish fishermen 
from Havana, as his force pushed 
their adversaries to the south and 
away from the settlements. However, 
considerable delays plagued Jesup's 
effort to place the army in the field 
during the fall. His greatest problem 
stemmed from difficulties in assembl
ing a sufficient number of troops, as 
well as in receiving and storing sup
plies. Yet, a few favorable events did 
occur, which, Jesup believed, might 
place the end of the war in sight. In 
September and October, his soldiers 
seized several important Indian lead
ers and their followers, among them 
King Phillip, Tomoka John, Coacoo
chee, Yuchee Billy, Osceola, and Coa
hadjo. Jesup also received substantial 
public criticism since some of these 
Indians had been seized while meet
ing- under a flag of truce. 

The 1837-1838 winter campaign be
gan after the arrival of additional 
U.S. troops during the closing days of 
October. Three independent forces en
tered the wilderness and began push
ing the Seminoles into south Florida, 
while constructing numerous forts and 
depots en route. Soon, almost 9,000 
troops were stationed across Florida, 
the largest force ever assembled against 
the Seminole Indians. Lieutenant 
Colonel Persifor Smith of the Louis
iana Volunteers transported a force of 
regulars and volunteers up the Caloosa
hatchee River in southwest Florida, 
extending his area of operations into 
the Big Cypress. Colonel Zachary 
Taylor led his own force of infantry
men, in addition to Missouri Volun
teers and Indian scouts, across from 

Tampa Bay and down the Kissimmee 
River, encountering the Indians in a 
costly battle near Lake Okeechobee on 
December 25, 1837. 

The main wing, divided into two 
groups, marched down the east coast 
with the objective of receiving any 
Indians pushed at them from the other 
forces. The first column, comprised of 
an artillery regiment, as well as 
Florida and Tennessee Volunteers 
under Florida militia General Joseph 
Hernandez, marched along the beach 
ridge from St. Augustine to the Mos
quito Inlet, crossed to the west side of 
the Indian River and continued their 
campaign to Indian River Inlet, where 
they established Fort Pierce. Jesup 
himself directed the second column, 
composed of three companies of Ala
bama Volunteers and seven companies 
of dragoons, numbering 600 men. 
They followed the west bank of the St. 
Johns River to its termination in a 
marsh, then followed a natural ridge 
leading southward. A supply train and 
several companies of artillerymen 
followed Jesup, several miles to the 
rear. 

In the meantime, the navy assisted 
the move south by guarding the coast
line, and Lieutenant John McLaughlin, 
a seaman who had spent much of his 
Florida service attached to the army 
and had been wounded in battle at 
Lake Monroe in January 1837, trans
ported detachments of the First Artil
lery from New Smyrna to Mosquito 
Inlet. Lieutenant Powell returned to 
Florida from South Carolina at this 
time, bringing the equipment necessary 
for the Everglades expedition, as well 
as four contracted schooners which 
served to transport soldiers between 
St. Augustine and New Smyrna. Three 
additional officers were also attached 
to the small flotilla upon Powell's ar
rival. Midshipmen Peter U. Murphy 
and William P. McArthur came direct
ly from the naval school at Norfolk, 
Virginia, and Midshipman Horace H. 
Harrison joined the expedition at St. 
Augustine. 

Lieutenant Powell's Everglades ex
peditionary force set sail from New 
Smyrna early in December 1837. The 
next three weeks were occupied by drill
ing the command and preparing for 
operations while encamped at the 
Indian River Haulover south of Mos
quito Inlet. Late in December they ex
plored the inland estuaries and moved 
their camp to Indian River Inlet, a 
location better adapted to facilitating 
supply shipments. 

The land forces involved in the cam
paign were also dependent on vessels 
to transport soldiers and supplies. In 
December, General Jesup and Colonel 
Taylor corresponded over the possibil-

ity of using Mackinaw boats or even 
larger craft to navigate the chain of 
lakes extending from Lake Tohopkaliga 
to the Pai-hai-okee, or Everglades. On 
the east coast, Jesup's troops were 
fortunate to have near-sufficient rivers 
upon which supplies could be conveyed. 
Of course, now as before, much effort 
was required to keep these supply lines 
opened to the advancing army. First, 
on January 9, the commander wrote 
the quartermaster, Major Henry Whit
ing, at St. Augustine, requesting that 
he move any disposable steamers from 
the St. Johns River. These vessels, in 
addition to the contracted schooners, 
were immediately directed to trans
port supplies, forage and tools to 
Indian River Inlet. Here, Powell's com
mand was to construct canoes, boats, 
and supply depots. 

Jesup also authorized the quarter
master department to hire laborers 
and oarsmen for duty at Fort Pierce 
as an added measure against critical 
delays. Unfortunately, the inevitable 
was about to occur. The inland column 
of the main wing overextended their 
advance far beyond the line of vital 
sustenance. At the same time, the 
quartermaster department experienced 
insurmountable delays in supplying 
Powell's force at Indian River Inlet, 
due to severe coastal gales. Jesup 
responded by delaying the Everglades 
expedition. He reasoned that if the 
boat patrols moved too far south in 
advance of the troops, Powell's small 
force would not accomplish anything 
except to disperse the enemy. 

While waiting for his army to make 
its slow progress south, Jesup care
fully analyzed Lieutenant Powell's 
prospects. To Powell he relayed re
ports that Seminole bands were secluded 
on islands in Lake Okeechobee and 
suggested the possibility of transfer
ring boats to that lake by placing 
them on wagons or by sending them 
up New River or another south Florida 
stream. Jesup also intended to send 
Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin Pierce's 
artillerymen and the Tennessee Volun
teers south to support Powell as soon 
as supply lines could be linked to the 
proposed area of operations. While 
awaiting authorization to penetrate the 
Everglades, Powell was instructed to 
assist General Hernandez on an ex
amination of the St. Lucie River and 
points to the south. Upon completion 
of that reconnaissance, Powell was to 
meet with Jesup at Fort Pierce to dis· 
cuss future operations in the southern 
extremity of the peninsula. 

Further to the north, Lieutenant 
John McLaughlin remained on the St. 
Johns River, delivering supplies be
tween Fort Mellon and Fort Lane , 
while a navy detachment occupied the 
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post at Volusia. Detachments of sea
men were also stationed at several 
forts between Tampa Bay and the 
mouth of the Withlacoochee River, 
while a group of United States Marines 
was also stationed at Tampa. 

By mid-January, both Colonels 
Persifor Smith's and Zachary Taylor's 
forces had successfully entered south 
Florida. Yet, on the east coast, Lieu
tenant Colonel Pierce, incapacitated 
with sickness, was unable to lead his 
advance force any farther than Indian 
River. In consequence, General Hernan
dez delayed his march for the St. Lucie, 
leaving Lieutenant Powell to proceed 
with his force of ninety-six men and 
boys in boats. 

While journeying down the St. Lucie 
River, the navy group exchanged shots 
with a small party of Seminoles. At 
this point, Lieutenant Powell became 
concerned about the percentage of in
experienced volunteers on his recim
naissance, and left the Washington 
City Volunteers in a camp near Gil
bert's Bar. As the remaining expedi
tion proceeded southward, Indian 
signs became increasingly obvious. 

On January 15, 1838, the small 
force left their boats at the head
waters of the Jupiter River. Twenty
three men remained as guards while 
the remaining party marched inland. 
An Indian woman was soon captured, 
and from her Powell learned that 
more Seminoles were in the vicinity. 
After a five-mile march, the party con
fronted fifty to sixty Seminoles in a 
cypress swamp. 

The ensuing skirmish resulted in an 
embarassment for the Americans. The 
inexperienced sailors quickly became 
disorganized when three division lead
ers were shot. It was left to a small 
number of regulars to hold the Indians 
in check as the others hastily retreated. 
If not for the regulars, Powell stated 
later, this encounter could have re
sulted in total annihilation for the ex
pedition. The regulars eventually with
drew from the field of battle at the 
approach of darkness. Both weary and 
stunned, the group returned to Fort 
Pierce, having suffered twenty-seven 
casualties. Five members of the com
mand never returned. 

On receiving news of Powell's defeat, 
Major General Jesup ordered the main 
wing of his army to march for Jupiter 
River. While attempting to cross the 
Loxahatchee Creek on January 24, they 
received the same reception as had 
the navy group. This time the fighting 
took place in a hammock, bordered by 
an almost impenetrable slough. The 
Indians eventually retreated, but not 
before inflicting thirty-eight casualties, 
including a facial wound received by 
General Jesup. In contrast, only one 
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Lieutenant Levin M. Powell, seen here in a Civil War-era photo 
(courtesy U.S. Army Military History Institute). 

dead Indian was found on the battle
ground. 

Following the battle, the army crossed 
the creek and exited from the ham
mock, directly into an abandoned Sem
inole camp. Nautical books from 
Powell's command lay scattered about, 
and the body of one of his casualties 
was found nearby. Dr. Jacob Rhett 
Motte, a surgeon in Jesup's army, sur
mised that the column had crossed 
into Powell's battlefield. 

After the Battle of Loxahatchee, the 
main wing of Jesup's army halted, 
again hampered by a lack of susten
ance, shoes, and clothing. The quarter
master department at St. Augustine 
made every effort to reestablish a 
supply link, but severe weather re
mained a continuing obstacle. Ro.ugh 
seas grounded outgoing transports on 
the bar at Indian River Inlet, and those 
able to weather the storm as far south 
as Jupiter were unable to enter the 
inlet there. To make matters worse, 
efforts to establish an inland supply 
line were temporarily thwarted. One 
day before the Battle of Loxahatchee, 
Jesup had requested Lieutenant Powell 
and the senior officer at Fort Pierce to 
bring all of their disposable forces and 
sustenance to the Jupiter encamp
ment. Upon reaching the place where 

the navy patrol had disembarked be- ~ 
fore its skirmish, Powell found the 
river bank lined with a large number 
of Indians. Although the Seminoles 
appeared to be retreating to the south, 
the small boat patrol avoided an en
counter and retreated northward. Soon 
afterwards, Jesup established his head
quarters along the river, three miles 
west of the inlet, and there erected 
Fort Jupiter. 

Lieutenant Powell's second attempt 
to supply the main wing was more 
successful, bringing 10,000 rations by 
way ofthe St. Lucie River, Hobe Sound, 
and the Jupiter Narrows. Powell met 
Jesup's forces on January 26. How
ever, the footwear that the soldiers so 
desperately needed had still not arrived, 
leaving Jesup no alternative but to 
send only his mounted troops to scout 
the region. At Powell's request, he 
also attached an additional company 
of artillerymen to the Everglades ex
peditionary force, and directed the 
navy lieutenant to take the large trans
ports, which were unable to enter the 
inlets, to Key Biscayne, where they 
could serve as store vessels. Supplies 
from these vessels, he instructed 
Powell, were to be delivered to the 
army upon its arrival at either the Rio 
Ratones or New River. Again, Jesup 
displayed concern for the small force 
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perating deep in hostile territory 
1hen he authorized Powell to establish 
depot at one of those rivers. "I desire 
ou to do so," he wrote," ... providing 
; can be done without too much expos· 
ng your small force to the attacks of 
superior force of the enemy." Yet, an 

xpedition deep into the Everglades 
~as at this time out of the question. 
lefore departing southward, Powell 
ransported 20,000 additional rations 
o Jesup's headquarters at Fort Jupiter 
n February 2, 1838. On this task he 
~as accompanied by artillery lieuten· 
nt John B. Magruder and by Lieuten
nt Colonel Pierce, who was also slated 
o proceed to Key Biscayne with his 
'irst Artillery Regiment. 
As Jesup concentrated his forces in 

outheast Florida, he attempted to as
ertain the locations and strength of 
he Seminoles in that region. Since 

the main body of Indians was still 
believed to be concealed on an island 
in Lake Okeechobee, he instructed 
Colonel Zachary Taylor to send a de
tachment of the Fourth U.S. Artillery 
on a reconnaissance of the lake shore, 
to search for an outlet from the lake, 
a nd to capture all dugouts and retain 
them for army use. 

Jesup estimated that 600 Seminoles 
now remained south of the three army 
wings stretching across south Florida 
from the Caloosahatchee River to 
Jupiter Inlet. Most, he believed, were 
secluded in the region between Lake 
Okeechobee and the Atlantic Ocean. 
If they could be prevented from return
ing north, the general wrote, he "hoped 
to wind up the war by April!." 

Much to the dismay of Jesup and of 
war-weary Floridians, scattered Sem
inole bands continued their depreda-

tions against the north Florida settle
ments, which were protected only by 
detached regulars and volunteers. One 
such attack, early in 1838, took place 
only twenty miles from Tallahassee. 
As a result, naval forces and marines 
sailed for St. Marks. At the same time, 
the revenue cutter Madison was added 
to the naval fleet and ordered to ex
treme south Florida to "aid vessels in 
distress, in [the] Gulf of Florida and . . . 
persons cast away amongst the Keys." 

General Jesup penned disdainful 
comments about one such wreck from 
which provisions had been recently 
obtained by the Seminoles. "Provi
dence seems to have taken the Semin
oles under its special protection," he 
wrote to Colonel Taylor, " ... a vessel 
loaded with rice was lately wrecked 
near New River, and that the indians 
had secured a great part of this cargo 
- this will give them subsistence for 
some months to come ... " Regardless 
of such setbacks, J esup's army contin
ued their march southward on Feb
ruary 5, after each and every man had 
received sufficient clothing and foot
wear. Rather than proceeding to New 
River or Rio Raton es as or iginally 
planned, the main wing trailed and 
confronted a large band of Seminoles 
twenty-eight miles south-southwest of 
Fort Jupiter. Jesup's interpreters ad
vanced under a white flag, resulting 
in a conference. At this parley at 
"Camp Truce," a ceasefire was de
clared, and Jesup convinced the Sem
inoles to move northward and camp 
near Fort Jupiter for the purpose of 
attending further conferences. En
couraged by this unexpected turn of 
events, and to satisfy the conditions 
of the ceasefire, the Florida command
er wrote the secretary of war, suggest
ing the negotiation of a permanent 
truce and the establishment of a reser
vation in south Florida. 

The prospects of an end to the costly 
war stalled the progress of the land 
forces , but Lieutenant Powell's expedi
tion was instructed to proceed south 
as planned. Should hostilities renew, 
Jesup hoped his efforts at negotiation 
would have at least bought him time 
to establish a foothold in extreme south
east Florida where he could trap the 
Seminoles. Thus, on February 11 , 
Lieutenant Powell and Captain Lucien 
B. Webster of Company C, First U.S. 
Artillery, arrived at Key Biscayne 
aboard the steamer Poinsett. By this 
time, Powell commanded a somewhat 
stronger force than that which had 
fought the skirmish at Jupiter. His 
naval forces were divided into two divi
sions commanded by Lieutenants 
Horace Harrison and Peter Murphy. 
Two companies of the First U.S. Artil
lery , led by Lieutenants John B. 
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Magruder and Robert McLane also ac· 
companied the expedition. West Point 
graduate and former army officer 
Joseph E. Johnston served Powell's 
command as a volunteer civilian topo· 
graphical engineer, and Acting Surgeon 
William T. Leonard replaced Dr. Leit
ner, who had been killed in the fight 
at the Jupiter River. During the second 
half of February, more than 100 sailors, 
marines, and artillerymen under 
Powell's command established a depot 
on Key Biscayne. At the same time, 
Captain Webster with fifty artillery
men established a post on the main· 
land, at the mouth of the Miami River, 
which they dubbed Fort Dallas in 
honor of the West Indies squadron 
commander. 

Although the expedition met no 
initial resistance, General Jesup re· 
mained unsure of the Seminoles' true 
intentions and questioned their willing
ness to encamp near his Fort Jupiter 
headquarters as agreed. Nevertheless, 
he did convince a large number of 
blacks who traveled with the Seminoles 
to move to the reservation west of the 
Mississippi. Consequently, he assem· 
bled 130 of these "Indian Negroes" in 
an emigration camp near the fort. This 
accomplishment ultimately divided the 
resistence of the enemy. 

In addition to separating the blacks 
from the Seminoles, Jesup avoided de· 
ploying any troops in the Loxahatchee 
area so as not to raise suspicion among 
the Indians. At the same time, how
ever, he instructed Lieutenant Powell 
at Key Biscayne to move inland on 
his Everglades expedition. For the 
most part, Powell's patrol was to re· 
connoiter the island hammocks in an 
attempt to flush the Seminoles towards 
Fort Jupiter. To best accomplish this 
objective, Jesup suggested that the ex
peditionary force enter the glades from 
the Miami River and exit by way of 
New River. 

The general based this recommenda
tion on a report that a large body of 
Indians was encamped near the head 
of New River or on a pine island or 
hammock in the Everglades. If this 
report could be verified, Jesup intend
ed to send Lieutenant Colonel Pierce 
of the First Artillery to reinforce 
Powell. The major general also con· 
sidered moving to New River himself 
within a few days, if the Indians did 
not hasten to assemble at Fort Jupiter. 
Powell, aware of these plans, directed 
some of his men to board a few of the 
vessels, convey supplies and forage to 
New River, and await the arrival of 
the land forces. 

Plans changed almost daily as efforts 
to negotiate a peace continued. Less 
than twenty-four hours after indicat
ing a probable march to the south, 
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Jesup held a council with the Sem· 
inoles and established conditional ar· 
rangements to peacefully conclude the 
war. He then notified Captain Webster 
at Fort Dallas that additional troops 
might not be sent to Key Biscayne or 
New River after all. Nevertheless, he 
emphasized, Fort Dallas should remain 
occupied through the summer months. 
Lieutenant Powell received a similar 
letter from Jesup requesting that Key 
Biscayne also remain occupied. 

With Indian hostilities in abeyance, 
Jesup's main concern was a shortage 
of contracted vessels. He instructed 
Webster to see that at least one vessel 
remain at New River, although the 
steamboat there was desperately need
ed at Fort Pierce, because of its shallow 
draft. Meanwhile, conditions at Jupiter 
Inlet still prevented any large vessels 
from bringing supplies to the army, so 
sustenance continued to be delivered 
in shallow draft vessels by way of the 
inland water route. Lieutenant John 
McLaughlin, U.S.N., assisted in this 
effort, bringing the mail, dispatches, 
whiskey, and other supplies to Fort 
Jupiter. 

Although not wishing to alarm the 
Seminoles, General Jesup recognized 
the need for the armed forces to in· 
crease their presence along the south 
Atlantic coast. Accordingly, he sent 
Lieutenant W. B. McLean of the U.S. 
Marines down the peninsula from Fort 
Jupiter in late February, in advance 
of the land forces. Jesup directed 
McLean to reconnoiter the coastline 
and to remain available to deliver dis
patches between Forts Dallas and 
Jupiter. McLean was also directed to 
stop at New River, inquire about re· 
cent Indian activities, and relay any 
pertinent information to Captain 
Webster and Lieutenant Powell. At 
the same time, Jesup ordered Captain 
Napoleon L. Coste of the revenue cut
ter Campbell, temporarily assigned to 
the army, to patrol the coast between 
Cape Sable and Jupiter Inlet and to 
relay any reports of Indian activities 
or distressed vessels to the officers at 
Key Biscayne and Fort Dallas. 

While anxiously awaiting a decision 
from Washington on his truce propos
al, General Jesup gradually intensi
fied his patrols throughout southeast 
Florida. On March 2, 1838, Lieutenant 
Robert Anderson's Third Artillery 
Pioneers and two companies of Ten
nessee Volunteers under Major William 
Lauderdale set out for New River to 
inform the Seminoles there of the truce 
and bring them back to Fort Jupiter. 
The following day, Captain Webster 
sailed to Fort Jupiter, bringing news 
that a number of the Indians at New 
River belonged to sub-chief Tuskegee's 
band, the remainder of which was al-

ready camped at Fort Jupiter along 
with Halleck Hadjoe's band. 

Jesup's hopes for a peaceful con· 
elusion of the war were shaken by re· 
newed Seminole depredations in Middle 
Florida, as well as by Indian incur
sions into the Okefenokee Swamp 
region of southeast Georgia. The pre· 
sent campaign had clearly not pushed 
all Indians to the south as the general 
had hoped. Although the largest con
centrations of Seminoles were en· 
sconced in south Florida's Everglades 
and Big Cypress regions, small bands 
were scattered over the entire penin
sula. On March 5, General Jesup com· 
mended Commodore Dallas for his 
prompt action in detaching marines 
to Jefferson County to protect the 
Middle Florida settlers. In the same 
letter, the general praised Lieutenant 
Powell for his close cooperation with 
the army, and stated that Powell's 
force now stood ready to enter the 
Everglades. 

In reality the ailing naval lieutenant 
hesitated to begin his reconnaissance 
until backed by a substantial force , 
since recent reports indicated that a 
large body of Seminoles lay hidden in 
the vast glades. The Lauderdale
Anderson expedition, traveling over· 
land, reached New River on March 5, 
but Lieutenant Colonel Pierce, sched
uled to lead troops south since January, 
remained incapacitated with illness. 
Consequently, Jesup ordered Brigadier , 
General Abraham Eustis to Fort Pierce 
to replace Pierce, to purchase addition
al boats for the Everglades expedition, 
and to sail for New River. Before 
Eustis could respond, Jesup counter· 
manded these orders, ultimately direct
ing Eustis's force to reinforce panic
stricken Middle Florida. Determined 
to reinforce Powell, despite these 
numerous setbacks, Jesup then ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel James Bankhead 
of the First Artillery to Key Biscayne. 

From Fort Pierce, Bankhead sailed 
to Biscayne Bay on the steamboat 
Charleston, so as not to alarm the 
Indians camped near Fort Jupiter. As 
Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead moved 
south, Lieutenant Powell's command 
sailed from Cape Florida to New River, 
where they established Camp Powell 
on the south side at the forks, near 
Major Lauderdale's newly-erected block
house. 

Shortly after the naval expedition 
reached New River, the captain of a 
small sloop, a steamboat engineer, and 
a black man were shot by Seminoles 
while fishing three miles from Fort 
Lauderdale. The perpetrators, later 
identified as part of Chekika's band, ~. 
were immediately chased upstream by 
the sailors in boats and by Lauder· 
dale's volunteers on the river bank, 



but escaped capture. This incident, 
coupled with the arrival of a Seminole 
sub-chief at Fort Jupiter with news 
that the Indians formerly at New River 
had moved eight or ten miles to the 
north, led General Jesup to order 
Powell and Lauderdale to reconnoiter 
the country to their north and south, 
while Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead 
was directed to march his force north 
from Fort Dallas to New River, search
ing the wilderness en route. 

While combing the vicinity of his 
New River camp, Powell reconnoitered 
the perimeter of the Everglades and 
found that his mission was partially 
defeated by unusually dry conditions. 
In a March 15 letter from his "Station 
on New River," he wrote, "The long 
continued dry weather has nearly 
drained them [the Everglades], and 
left a great prairie marsh barely 
penetrable to footmen, perfectly unin
habitable, and destitute of subsistance 
and shelter for man." He added that, 
"On the Miami, the glades were nearly 
destitute of water ... a deep marsh 
would have shown the trail of a single 
Indian ... " 

It took Powell's men two days to 
drag their boats within one mile of the 
pine islands, which the lieutenant de
termined to be from eight to ten miles 
west of the headwaters of the New 
River. A subsequent examination of 

~ this small group of islets failed to dis
cover any living thing or any means 
of subsistance. 

After attempting to ascertain the 
limits of the Everglades in the region 
directly west of New River, Lieutenant 
Powell opined on the conditions he 
found in the Pai-hai-okee as they af
fected the Seminole Indians. He believed 
that his adversaries could not take 
their women and children far into the 
glades during the dry season. The tall 
sawgrass, being boggy and forbid
ding, could only provide temporary pro
tection to the Indians who were avoid
ing pursuit, therefore, Powell surmised, 
few Indians were south of New River. 
With the Everglades providing as per
fect a barrier as the sea, he believed 
that the Seminoles could only be con
cealed in "inaccessible plains" on the 
border of the Everglades, somewhere 
between New River and Jupiter. 

When Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead 
reached Fort Lauderdale on March 18, 
1838, New River became the scene of 
the largest concentration of United 
States troops and sailors south of Lake 
Okeechobee during the entire Second 
Seminole War. Jesup hoped that a 
vigorous operation by these 600 soldiers, 
sailors, and volunteers would cause 
the Indians to fly to his camp. Some
time between March 12 and 17, two 
Indian leaders, believed at the time to 

be Coacoochee (Wildcat), who had 
recently escaped from his Fort Marion 
prison cell, and Alligator, had request
ed a conference with Bankhead. The 
lieutenant colonel's friendly Indian scouts 
reported that these two Seminoles led 
a band of about 100 warriors, and 
that Sam Jones's Mikasukis were en
camped only three miles from them. 

While indisposed with cold and fever 
aboard the steamer Alabama at New 
River, Bankhead wrote Jesup that, if 
the Indians refused to appear for talks 
as promised, he could ascend the New 
River's north fork to within a mile or 
two of the swamp in which they were 
camped. This feat could be accomplish
ed by relying on the steamer and on 
Lieutenant Powell's force. 

After Bankhead's arrival, the force at 
New River received orders to move 
against the Seminoles. By that time 
Jesup had received his long-awaited 
communication from Washington re
jecting his proposal for a permanent 
truce and a south Florida reservation. 
Hostilities resumed in full force. The 
commander ordered an immediate sei
zure of all Indians camped near Fort 
Jupiter, resulting in the capture of 513 
Seminoles and 147 rifles. Eleven Indians, 
including one principal leader named 
Passuck Micco, escaped. "If he should 
go below," Jesup informed Bankhead, 
"he will be troublesome. Your measures 
should therefore be prompt." 

Much to Bankhead's dismay, news 
of the failed truce reached the Indians 
in the vicinity of New River before 
Jesup's dispatch reached Fort Lauder
dale. When the lieutenant colonel sent 
a response to the two New River Indian 
leaders, the messengers returned with 
the news that all the Seminoles de
clined to come in and were in the pro
cess of leaving the vicinity. Bankhead 
immediately dispatched a reconnais
sance party, both on land and in boats, 
and from them learned that a fresh 
trail now crossed the river from the 
north. 

On March 21, most of Bankhead's 
troops were embarked on the steamer 
Isis and in Lieutenant Powell's boats. 
Two additional mounted companies 
and a few boats were sent ahead in 
pursuit of the trail, and one company 
of volunteers remained to guard the 
blockhouse. The U.S. forces captured 
three Seminoles that day and also dis
covered that the trail they had located 
did not cross the south fork of New 
River. "It was evident that the Indians 
were either between the two forks of 
the river," Lieutenant Colonel Bank
head wrote in his report, "or had gone 
west." Therefore, after nightfall, the 
soldiers hauled Powell's boats over
land about one mile into the Ever
glades. 

Bankhead's command located a fresh 
trail leading to the northwest on the 
morning of the twenty-second. With 
ammunition and accouterments deposit
ed in the boats and knapsacks secured 
on a small cocoaplum island, the 
nearly 600 soldiers and sailors plunged 
into the Everglades in pursuit of their 
adversaries. For the next seven hours 
they struggled through waist-deep mud 
and water. The sawgrass was frequent
ly up to their armpits, and many of 
the men became so bogged down that 
they required assistance to free them
selves from the mire. At five o'clock in 
the afternoon, the troops came upon a 
pine island from which rose smoke, 
presumably from Indian campfires. 
Bankhead immediately directed one 
company forward, bearing the white 
flag in an attempt to negotiate. As 
this party neared the island, the 
Seminoles opened fire on them and 
commenced yelling. 

When the Indians began firing, 
Colonel Bankhead hastily ordered his 
force to envelope the northern point of 
the island hammock . Lieutenant 
Powell's group he directed to take 
their boats to the west side, while the 
soldiers approached from the east and 
north. Lieutenant John Magruder of 
the First Artillery approached in ad
vance of the foot soldiers, firing a four
pound cannon from the bow of his 
boat. Brevet Major Reynold M. Kirby, 
also of the First Artillery, advanced to 
the east side of the island, formed a 
line, and attempted to execute a flank
ing maneuver. Almost simultaneously, 
Powell landed his force on the west 
side, causing the Indians to withdraw 
from the immediate vicinity. 

The United States forces did not 
pursue the Seminoles beyond the island 
because of approaching darkness. They 
camped for the night around the In
dians' fires, where they noted that the 
Seminoles, in their precipitate flight, 
had left everything but their rifles. 
Before leaving the island, Bankhead's 
command captured and destroyed 
numerous provisions, including cook
ing utensils, machinery for processing 
coonti, and packs of clothing and cow
skins. They also recovered a quantity 
of lead and several pounds of gun
powder in canisters. On the following 
morning, Bankhead's force pursued a 
trail leading from the southern end of 
Pine Island west into the sawgrass, 
but cut their chase short in mid
morning because of low provisions 
and exhaustion, returning to Fort 
Lauderdale on the evening of the 
twenty-third. 

From Fort Lauderdale, Bankhead 
wrote General Jesup, detailing the skir
mish at Pine Island and explaining 
his belief that all hostile Indians had 
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been driven from that section of the 
territory. He commended his soldiers 
and noted that he had received prompt 
and efficient aid from "Captain Powell" 
and the naval officers who had ac
companied his expedition. Further
more, Bankhead recommended that the 
New River region be abandoned, and 
welcomed orders transferring him to 
north Florida. Fort Lauderdale, he ex
plained, was difficult to provision be
cause of a precarious sandbar across 
New River Inlet, and its only purpose 
would be to prevent the Seminoles from 
obtaining coonti from the surround
ing area. In contrast, Bankhead recom
mended that Key Biscayne should re
main occupied, since the lighthouse 
there was of great importance to the 
nation's commerce. 

In an ironic conclusion to the Ever
glades expedition, General Jesup noti
fied Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead that 
Coacoochee and Alligator were not in 
the New River region after all, al
though Sam Jones with twenty or 
thirty warriors was reported to be near
by. Realizing that the hostile force in 
the south was not as large or as con
centrated as he had expected, Jesup 
ordered Bankhead to occupy a position 
as high up New River as possible to 
prevent the Seminoles from reoccupy
ing the mainland. Meanwhile, he in
structed Zachary Taylor's infantry
men at Lake Okeechobee to prepare 
for a return to north Florida rather 
than directing them to the southeast 
as he had originally planned. Two of 
Taylor's officers, Captain John Mun
roe of the Fourth Artillery and Major 
Gustavus Loomis of the First Infantry, 
had successfully circumnavigated Lake 
Okeechobee in boats, but had not found 
an outlet from the lake. 

Farther to the southeast, Seminole 
leaders Halleck Hadjoe and Tusten
uggee, with four other warriors, arrived 
at Bankhead's New River camp on 
March 28. While their families were 
held captive at Fort Jupiter, these sub
chiefs volunteered to converse with 
other Indians about emigration. Soon 
afterwards, they met with an unfortun
ate demise, being condemned as trai
tors and assassinated by their own 
people. Within days after Halleck 
Hadjoe's and Tustenuggee's deaths , 
Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead received 
his anticipated orders to proceed to 
the Suwannee River. In his com
munique, General Jesup summarized 
his opinion of the 1837-1838 winter 
campaign: "I don't believe the enemy 
will concentrate again - they have re
ceived a blow from which they can 
never recover - this campaign, al
though without important results, has 
silenced more than four hundred Sem
inole rifles-this is so great a loss to 
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them that even should they continue 
hostile, an army [of immense propor
tion] will not again be required in 
Florida." 

Knowing well that Seminoles were 
now dispersed in small bands through
out the southern peninsula and that 
the Everglades were virtually inaccess
ible, Jesup also thanked Lieutenant 
Powell for his zealous cooperation with 
the army, and conveyed his regret that 
the low level of water in the Ever
glades had prevented the navy group 
from exploring them. Several army ex
peditions had met similar difficulties. 
No navigable streams with access to 
the Pai-hai-okee had been found, either 
from Lake Okeechobee or on the Gulf 
coast between Charlotte Harbor and 
Cape Sable. In fact, Jesup had been 
informed by one Seminole, who was 
quite familiar with south Florida, that 
"the glades must be entered from this 
[the east] side, if entered at all .. . " 
Jesup added, "There are many islands 
in the glades, I have been informed by 
an Indian who is perfectly acquainted 
with the whole of that labyrinth, on 
which the Indians may secrete them
selves, and where they may obtain an 
abundant supply of subsistance from 
the fish and water turtle which they 
will be able to take. Their object is to 
conceal themselves until the approach 
of summer shall compel us to leave 
the country. Then, they will seek the 
Pine Barrens, and perhaps return to 
the frontier." 

Because the Seminoles had succeed
ed in eluding Bankhead and Powell, 
detachments of soldiers were ordered 
to the south side of Lake Okeechobee 
to determine if a trail might not con
nect the lake to New River. No such 
pathway could be found. Following 
this reconnaissance, Jesup advised the 
adjutant general that, in the absence 
of an overland trail, the southeast 
Florida Indian bands must have 
escaped along a yet-undiscovered 
water route. This evaluation was sub
stantiated when an Indian prisoner 

U.S. Marine Corps button 
from the Second Seminole War, 
recovered from the 
Caloosahatchee River 

area of Southwest Florida. 

informed the major general that the 
Seminoles traveled south in canoes, 
thereby eluding the soldiers and sailors 
on New River. In consequence, the 
Florida commander concluded, " they 
are probably beyond our reach for the 
season." 

During April , most of Jesup's army 
pulled out of south Florida. The Ten
nessee Volunteers evacuated Fort Laud
erdale on April 4, after being relieved 
by Lieutenant Colonel William Selby 
Harney with fifty dragoons. Major 
General Jesup, his staff, one company 
of artillerymen, and one company of 
dragoons left Fort Jupiter for Tampa 
on April 9. Lieutenant Levin Powell's 
group concluded their inopportune yet 
eventful service in this campaign by 
conducting a coastal reconnaissance 
as far south as Key West and then up 
the Gulf coast, arriving in Pensacola 
on May 2, less than one week before 
the few remaining companies of 
soldiers evacuated Fort Lauderdale. 

Upon the conclusion of the 1837-
1838 winter campaign, the demand for 
coastal protection lessened, causing 
Commodore Dallas to release from the 
West Indies Squadron the revenue cut
ters Madison and Jackson. In the mean
time, General Jesup considered launch
ing a campaign from his headquarters 
at Tampa, but the frustrations inher
ent in trying to corner the scattered 
Seminoles and escalating criticism from 
both Congress and the general public 
led the major general to resign his 
Florida command on May 15, 1838. 
Before returning to his previous duties 
as Quartermaster General for the 
United States Army, Jesup transferred 
the Florida command to Brevet Brig
adier General Zachary Taylor. By the 
time Taylor assumed command, govern
ment cutbacks forced a change of 
strategy in the Florida theater, and 
marked an end to major military 
campaigning in south Florida. Iron
ically, this development would increase 
the demand for naval participation in 
that region. 
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Fort Lauderdale High School auditorium, c., 1917-1918. The man standing 

second from right in the center group is Colonel George G. Mathews. 
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