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The range and diversity of Broward County's past is
reflected in the variety of articles which comprise this issue of
Broward Legacy. Spanning a century, from the 1830s to the
1930s, they address the region's political, military, social, reli gious, marine, and economic history.
Focusing on the opening of the southeast Florida frontier
in the late nineteenth century, the Winter/Spring 1986 issue of
Broward Legacy contained several references to Guy Metcalf.
In this issue, "The Many Faces of Guy I. Metcalf," examines
the hectic, independent, and ultimately tragic career of this
enigmatic figure, who, for nearly thirty years, was one of
southeast Florida's foremost entrepreneurs, promoters, and
visionaries. Significant to Broward Countians chiefly as the
builder of the first road through the area, and as proprietor of
the Bay Biscayne Stage Line and its New River ferry crossing,
Metcalf wielded considerable influence throughout "Old Dade
County" at the turn of the century, and was a leading force
in the creation of Palm Beach County in 1909. Author Henry
E. Johnson, II I, a resident of Delray Beach, began his research
into Metcalf's life while pursuing a degree in Education at
Florida Atlantic University. He currently teaches mathematics
at Deerfield Beach Middle School.
Graduate of the United States Military Academy Class of
1825, accomplished artillerist, and Union commander of Fort
Sumter at the beginning of the Civil War, Robert Anderson
could also be called "the builder of Fort Lauderdale." As com·
mander of Company D, Third U.S. Artillery, on Major William
Lauderdale's expedition to New River in March 1838, he assist·
ed Lauderdale in selecting a fort site and supervised the construction of the stockade. Anderson's long, dedicated career,
which included service in the Black Hawk, Seminole and Mexican wars, was, like that of many of his contemporaries, overshadowed by his Civil War fame. Fortunately, Anderson's
papers, now in the collection of the Library on;ongress, preserve many of his observations and experiences in the years
before Fort Sumter. "Robert Anderson Fights Indians in
South Florida" contains previously unpublished sections of
Anderson's diary from January 3 to May 19, 1838. These
entries detail his participation in General Jesup's advance into
southern Florida and his activities in the Broward County area.
In doing so, they pinpoint several vital facts unavailable in of ficial correspondence or other primary accounts. One such
fact is the location of William Cooley's homestead, one-eighth
of a mile downriver from the first Fort Lauderdale. For the
interest and convenience of the reader, Anderson's references
to people and places have been fully annotated.
After the September 1838 hurricane drove several vessels
ashore, Indian attacks on shipwreck survivors led, in 1839, to
the return of the military to the New River area, and the construction of a fort on the beach. The hurricane, shipwrecks, and
subsequent massacres are documented in two articles presented
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in this issue of Broward Legacy, Reprinted from an 1848 book
of disasters entitled The Tragedy of the Seas, "The Wreck of th
A Ina : 1838" recounts the flight of two survivors of that ill.
e
fated brig along the coast of Broward County. Particularly in.
teresting is the reference to the abandoned "Patterson House "
apparently located south of Hillsboro Inlet. New River's Wil.'
liam Cooley was known to have conducted business transactions
with Alexander Patterson, a prominent Key West merchant and
wrecker, but the identity of this building remains a matter of
conjecture.
The second shipwreck article, "Shipwrecks and Indian
Attacks: 1838," also reports the A Ina incident, as well as several other wrecks along the stretch of beach between New River
and the upper Keys. This article is reprinted from the Baltimore
newspaper Niles National Register, which, in the days before
newspaper wire services, had reprinted it from the Key West
Advocate.
"Fort Lauderdale 50 Years Ago" offers a sampling of
photographs depicting various aspects of life in Broward's
county seat during the mid -1930s. The photos are all part of a
collection assembled by the late John F. "Jack" Egan, a former
Fort Lauderdale resident, and donated to the Historical Commission by his sister Mary Ann Woods.
"Churches of Fort Lauderdale," reprinted from a 1921
issue of the Fort Lauderdale Herald, covers the first twenty
years of the community's religious life. The structure and wording of this article suggests that it is a compilation of individual
articles prepared by each of the churches discussed. The various
attitudes and forms of worship practiced by different denominations provide a valuable insight into the city's spiritual and
social composition, yet, even at this early date, many longed
for the simpler days of a single, non-denominational church.
Past issues of Broward Legacy have contained several
articles relating to agriculture, the county's predominant economic activity from the period of permanent settlement in the
1890s to the boom years of the 1920s. The three newspaper
articles reprinted in this issue, "Among the Farmers" (1898).
"Dade's Development" (1899), and "Fort Lauderdale Growers" (1903) are the earliest known accounts of commercial
vegetable growing in the area. Since most of Broward's early
settlers were growers, these articles also have some value as a
directory or gazetteer of the population at the turn of the
century,
In the post-World War I years, agriculture declined in
importance as residential real estate development flourished,
laying the foundation for the great land boom of the mid1920s. The early years of subdivision development, which
foreshadowed the boom, are the subject of "Facts About Fort
Lauderdale and Broward County," This article describes anumber of new subdivisions which sprang up in the marsh lands
between Fort Lauderdale and the Intracoastal Waterway, subdivisions which owed their development to new techniques and
technology of dredging and filling.
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COVER PHOTO:
The pioneer origins of the City of Fort Lauderdale, which celebrates its
seventy· fifth anniversary this year, are recalled in this view of the Key·
stone Hotel, which stood on the comer of Wall Street and Andrews Avenue. This photo was taken in March 1909, when hotel founder Frank R.
Oliver rented the establishment to the Ten brook family. Standing on the
porch are (left to right): W.C. Kyle, Frank Oliver, Mabel Tenbrook (Cherry), Frances Ten brook (Cromartie), Mrs. Dewitt Tenbrook, Dewitt Tenbrook, unidentified and Sam Oliver. For a view of the same comer, twenty.seven years later, see·page 22.

The many faces of

by HENRY E. JOHNSON, Ill

I

It has been said of Guy I. Metcalf
that he was one of the most industrious
men in Florida's history. Entrepreneur,
publisher, real estate developer, and
politician, he was one of a group of colorful characters who migrated to the southeast Florida frontier in the late nineteenth century. Many different historical
sources have mentioned Metcalf in passing, but none has explored in depth the
career of this truly unique individual.
Although his public and private careers
were centered in Palm Beach County, he
also played a major role in opening the
New River region.
Guy Metcalf's ·mustrious career began
on February 24, 1887, with the founding
of the Indian Riuer News, one of the first
newspapers in southeast Florida. Located
in Melbourne, the newspaper catapulted
Metcalf, as its editor and owner, into the
public eye through its biting editorials
and cryptic literary style.l Metcalf had
a real eye for the future, and he envisioned an enormous amount of growth on the
southeast coast of Florida. So, even as
his career as a newspaperman was in its
infancy, he moved his newspaper further
south, to the town of Juno, on March 18,
1891, and changed its name to The
Tropical Sun. 2
Juno, situated at the northern end of
Lake Worth, was the ideal location for
a newspaper. In 1890, the small settlement had become the county seat of
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Dade County. One of the largest counties in Florida, Dade, at that time, extended from the upper Keys to what is
now Stuart. 3
The Tropical Sun soon earned the
title of the "working man's newspaper."
It was the only newspaper in Dade County and the official organ for the entire
Palm Beach area. 4
Shortly after the establishment of The
Tropical Sun, Metcalf decided to expand
and diversify his operations. Like many
of Florida's early pioneers, he saw an
opportunity to buy great expanses of
land for relatively little money. Using
his newspaper as collateral, Guy borrowed large sums of money to buy
land and set up the Tropical Real Estate
Exchange. Naturally, he used his newspaper to further his entrepreneurial exploits by running a column in each edition called "Tropical Real Estate,"
where he advertised not only his own
land, but other property in the area for
sale, for a modest percent of the profit,
of course.5
Guy Metcalf was soon a successful
businessman. However, something was
about to happen which would significantly enrich his life; he was to meet Miss
Edith Augusta Lacey. The chance meeting was described in great detail many
years later by their son, Lacey Metcalf.
Edith Lacey, a talented violinist from
Guy's hometown of Niles, Ohio, had

come to Florida for her health. She stayed at E. N. "Cap" Dimick's Cocoanut
Grove House in Palm Beach. One afternoon, the Dimicks took her on a boat
trip to Juno to watch the young country
editor get out his weekly paper. The
editor, not expecting visitors, wore his
old ink-stained red flannel shirt and
overalls. The press was out of kilter and,
as he struggled with it, the pretty Miss
Lacey made teasing remarks. After she
left, Guy vowed to get even with the
"Yankee Girl" even if he had to marry
her.6
The wedding took place in Niles,
Ohio, in June, 1892. As Metcalfs extracurricular activities increased, Mr. S.
Bobo Dean became his assistant editor.
Dean was later to become the editor of
what is today the Palm Beach Post and
Times. 7
About the same time that Guy was
courting Edith Lacey, he was also moving
into a new phase of his career, that of
road builder. In the late nineteenth century, Dade was the state's largest county
in area, but with a very sparse population. Most of the early pioneers settled
around Dade's two major bodies of water,
Lake Worth and Biscayne Bay. The
"Lake" had muscle enough in 1889 to
snatch the county seat away from the
"Bay" in a legal election, much to the
chagrin of the Biscayne Bay people.B
Between these two rival areas, separat-
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ed by more than sixty miles of pinelands,
swamps, and alligators, travel was diffi cult at best. Two modes of transportation
were available to travelers in those days:
a sea voyage or a walk along the beach
like the famed "Barefoot Mailman."
Ocean voyages could be hazardous, and
might take several days, depending upon
the prevailing winds. Walking the beach
was scenic but rigorous, and it was impossible to move cargo by that route.
People needed a road. The Dade County
commissioners paid E. L. White, a surveyor from Lemon City on upper Biscayne
Bay, $350 to lay out a road from Juno
to Lemon City. Then, in an attempt to
save money and labor, they cut off the
upper twenty -six miles, since a boat
line already provided adequate transportation along the lake.9
Thus the road was to be built from a
small settlement at the south end of Lake
Worth called Lantana to Lemon City.
The commissioners hired the young
newspaper editor who boasted that he
could build such a road at an astonishingly low cost of $24.50 per mile. Constructing the road consisted of clearing
an eight foot wide strip of trees, stumps,
palmettoes, and rocks. The first wagon
to use the road imprinted the ruts.l o
The bridges to cross the small streams
were built by Peter W. Merritt, a bridge
builder from Kentucky. New River, the
deepest waterway on the route, was
crossed by a ferry .11
Obviously, Guy Metcalf did not get
into the road business just to make
money on construction. As soon as the
road was completed, in December 1892,
Metcalf began the first stagecoach line
on the new route. The company was

The masthead of "The Tropical Sun" (above) reflects the
themes of transportation and agriculture, both vital to the
early development of south Florida Guy Metcalf (below,
as he appeared when he published "The Tropical Sun")
moved the paper from Juno to West Palm Beach in 1895.
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called the Biscayne Bay Stage Line, and
consisted of two canvas-covered springless wagons, each drawn by two mules.J 2
The stage required two days to travel
from Lantana to Lemon City with an
overnight stopover at the ferry site on
the New River. Guy Metcalf rented land
at the ferry site from the Brickell family
of Miami and set up a tent city. The tents
were placed in a circle around a large
campfire which provided light and helped
to keep mosquitoes away. On January 25,
1893, the first southbound stage left
Lantana with an enthusiastic Guy Metcalf aboard. Being a good journalist,
Metcalf wrote about the entire trip and
printed it in his newspaper. As one
Dade County historian described it,
"The plan was for the stage to run three
times a week. As the southbound stage
left Lantana, a northbound stage left
Lemon City. At the end of the day they
would deposit their passengers and baggage at Guy Metcalf's tent camp and then
return the next day with the second set
of passengers." I 3
With all that Metcalf was involved in,
soon became apparent that he would

need to employ someone to manage his
tent facility and operate the ferry across
the New River. His choice for the job was
an equally ambitious young man named
Frank Stranahan, whom some historians
acknowledge as the founder of the City
of Fort Lauderdale.I4
Careful research has revealed that Guy
Metcalf and Frank Stranahan both resided in Melbourne during the late
nineteenth century and were active in
community affairs. In 1887, both men
were signatories of the first Melbourne
city charter.J5 Apparently, their bonds
were deeper than those of friendship
and common interest. Correspondence in
the Frank Stranahan collection of the
Fort Lauderdale Historical Society reveals
a tie between the Stranahan and Metcalf
families in northeastern Ohio, and close
scrutiny of the public records in Niles,
Ohio, indicates that Guy's mother and
Frank's mother were sisters.I6
Guy Irwin Metcalf was born in Niles,
Ohio, in 1866. His parents came to
Florida when he was a boy, and brought
him on a stretcher. His health was poor,
and they had despaired of his life. The
beneficent influences of the climate and
the outdoor life restored him, however,
and he completed his education at Canfield, Ohio, Normal Training School.
Frank Stranahan was also born in Ohio,
and grew up sixteen miles northeast of
Niles, in the small town of Vienna, where
his father was a Presbyterian minister.J 7
In a letter that Frank Stranahan received from Vienna, dated February 19,
1886, his father wrote:
We were at Metcalf's a couple of weeks
ago but they were not at home_ We found
Ross and his wife there. Just as we were
about ready to start Uncle Henry and
Aunt Amanda drove up. They alighted
but we left. We did not want to repeat
the scenes of the day that they came

--.· -

Artist's conception of
Frank Stranahan's camp at Tarpon Bend on New River, in
1893 (from "Historical, Mysterious, Picturesque New River,"
Friends of the Library of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, Inc., 1978-1979).
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here ... If Aunt Beck knew how things
were, she would turn over in her grave.
Such manners and greediness I never
saw.JB

A second letter from Robert Stranahan, Frank's father, dated Vienna,
December 8, 1886, states:
I know of nothing specially interesting. Metcalf's folks have gone to Florida.
Charlie is the only one at home. [Guy
had a brother, Charles P. Metcalf.] 1 9
The strongest evidence of the relationship between Guy Metcalf and Frank
Stranahan may be found in a letter written on stationary with the letterhead of
"The Tropical Real Estate Exchange."
This letter, dated New River, January 31,
1893, was written by Frank Stranahan
to his brother in Vienna:

Beach, the rivalry between the town's
two editors was fierce. Gardner was
described as a black-whiskered, frockcoated man of uncertain temper and a
heavy drinker. When the Gazetteer was
late in publication, Gardner blamed it
on his drunken printer. Since he was
the sole factotum of the plant, there
was no doubt as to the identity of the
"drunken printer." At one time the
two editors met in combat. Gardner,
toting a pistol, was felled by Metcalf,
armed with a printer's mallet.24
A short time after Gardner went
broke in Miami, he returned to West
Palm Beach to visit. He began taunting

Marcus Frank of West Palm Beach to
step outside his mother's store. Frank
did, drew a line with his toe on the
dirt street, and told Gardner, "Step
over that line and I'll kill you!" Gardner did, and Frank shot him dead. Interestingly enough, an inquest was never
held. The local officials simply ruled
the shooting "self defense."25
Guy Metcalf continued for six more
years as owner and editor of The Tropical
Sun. Then, on April 4, 1902, he sold
the newspaper to the Model Land Company, which was owned by Henry Flagler.26 In the early 1900s, railroad builders in Florida were granted 8,000 acres

One week ago tonight I left Melbourne.
Here I am in camp. Two of us, myself
and darkey cook. Will you join us? My
nearest neighbor is Capt. O'Neil [Dennis
O'Neill}. Guy and Uncle Will were here
last week.20

Guy Metcalf's father was William I.
Metcalf.
During Guy Metcalf's short career as
a road builder he constructed two roads,
the route from Lantana to Lemon City
and a small road from Mangonia to
Juno.21 Then, in 1893, Henry Flagler
came roaring into the area like an economic hurricane and began to build his
great winter resort at Palm Beach. By
1895, it was becoming apparent that
with the extension of the railroad and
the creation of Palm Beach, the area was
destined to boom with new growth.
Guy Metcalf always liked to be where the
action was, so he moved his newspaper
from Juno to West Palm Beach, a new
town on the west side of Lake Worth.
The industrious editor and his associate,
Bobo Dean, loaded all their equipment
onto a barge and floated it down the
lake. After arriving in West Palm Beach,
the two set up shop on the north side
of Clematis Street, two blocks from the
lake.22
Guy Metcalf's The Tropical Sun was
not the first newspaper in West Palm
Beach. Just one year prior to its arrival,
a man named C. M. Gardner started a
newspaper called the Gazetteer. Mr.
Gardner did not seem to have much
luck with newspapers. The Gazetteer
burned to the ground in a fire which
destroyed much of downtown West
Palm Beach in February 1896. Shortly
thereafter, Gardner sold what was left
of his newspaper to the Dean brothers.
This paper evolved into the present-day
Palm Beach Daily News. Gardner then
went to Miami and started a second
paper, Our Sunny Land, but eventually
went broke.23
While Gardner was in West Palm
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This advertisement for "The Tropical Sun" appeared in the "Business
Directory, Guide and History of Dade County, Fla. for 1896-97,"
which was printed on "The Tropical Sun" press, but was published by
Metcalf's rival, C.M. Gardner.
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James E. Ingraham, vice-president of the F.E.C. Railway and
president of the Model Land Company, which purchased
"The Tropical Sun" in 1902.
of land for every mile of track that they
laid. The Model Land Company was simply a holding company designed to
liquidate the land Flagler received as
he built his railroad south.2 7 F1agler
bought The Tropical Sun primarily to
help promote land sales, and he turned
it over to Harlan W. Brush to edit and
run.2B
In September 1902, Guy's father,
attorney Will Metcalf, became a judge
in West Palm Beach.29 This event seemed
to launch Guy into a whole new careerthat of politician. In 1904, Guy Metcalf
entered the political arena through the
one avenue in which he was originally
trained, education. He was elected as
one of the three trustees of Dade County's School District No. 1.30
On June 27, 1885, Dade County had
been broken up into four school districts. District No. 1 embraced all that
portion lying between the northern
boundary of the county and the Hillsboro
Inlet. District No. 2 included all of the
county from the Hillsboro Inlet to the
south line of section forty, known as
the Jonathan Lewis Donation Grant.
District No. 3 was to include all the
county from the Jonathan Lewis Donation Grant to the southernmost point
of the mainland. District No. 4 included
Elliott Key and all other islands and keys
adjacent thereto.31 By 1904, when Guy
Metcalf ran for office, most of these
school districts had been subdivided into
nine separate districts, but District No.
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1 remained the largest and most heavily
populated.
Many things occurred in the northern end of Dade County during the
years that Guy Metcalf served as trustee
of School District No. 1. The other two
trustees were Dr. H.C. Hood, one of the
first doctors in the West Palm Beach
area and one of the city's original founders, and Mr. H.T. Grant.3 2 South F1orida
was in its infancy at this time. However,
the Palm Beaches were booming with
new inhabitants and millions of railroad
dollars. Construction was going on everywhere, and schools had to be erected to
educate the many children who were
being brought into the area by their
parents.
Guy Metcalf was an innovator and
quite frequently did things his own
way. This particular quirk in his character was to cause his downfall. J. R. Anthony was elected to represent Special
Tax School District No. 1 on the Dade
County School Board, and a vicious
rivalry ensued between Anthony and
Metcalf.33 As a trustee, part of Metcalf's job was to scout the county for
possible school sites whenever a parti ·
cular group of people within his districL
petitioned the school board for a school.
After he located a suitable site for the
new school, the petitioners were to raise
$250 for the cost of lumber (supplied
by George Lainhart) and provide plenty
of men to build the school. The school
board would provide a teacher. After the

school was opened, it was the trustee's
job to see to it that the building was kept
in good repair, that there were enough
desks for each student, and enough textbooks to go around. Among the other
duties of the trustees were recommend ing teachers for renewal for the next
year; making out a financial statement
for each fiscal year, including the budget
for the upcoming year and all itemized
costs; and procuring transportation for
Transportation
facilities
students. 3 4
usually consisted of a school boat that
ran up and down Lake Worth. However,
the most common mode of transportation, especially for blacks, was walking.
Guy Metcalf was a man who was used
to making his own rules and running his
own business according to his values.
Thus, even though he was an extremely
innovative individual, he was irrepressible when it came to rules and regulations. One notable example of Metcalf's
unwillingness to abide by established
rules can be found in an affidavit sworn
by Dade County's Superintendent of
Public Instruction, R. E. Hall, in 1914.
On July 1, 1907, according to this affidavit, Metcalf borrowed from Hall's
office in Miami, Minute Book Number
Two of the School Board, containing
the official minutes from January 1897
to July 1905. The book was never re turned.3 5 The disappearance of the
minute book appears to have been connected to recent developments in the
ongoing battle between Metcalf and J.R.
Anthony.
On January 25, 1908, charges were
filed with the school board of Dade
County by J.R. Anthony against the
three trustees of School District No. 1.

Judge William I. Metcalf, Guy's father,
stands at upper left in this 1919 photograph of Lake Worth area pioneers (photo
courtesy of the Historical Society of Palm
Beach County).

Completed in 1909, the Central School building for which Metcalf battled
is now part of Twin Lakes High School in West Palm Beach.
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These charges included : 1) dereliction
of duty; 2) failure to maintain school
property; 3) failure to apply for state
aid by the allotted deadline and losing
$600 in revenues for the district ; 4)
failure to pay the janitors; 5) failing
to maintain sanitary conditions at the
West Palm Beach school, and causing the
health department to close the school;
6) knowingly hiring the firm of Smith
and Grier to build a school at the end
of Hibiscus Street in West Palm Beach
for $40,000 and withholding the warrants for the money in order to exclude
the architect; 7) by withholding the
money for the new school, violating
the contract with the builder, causing
the builder to sue; 8) stopping all construction on the new school "on the·
hill" because of the builder's suit; and
9) during the summer of 1907 entering
into a secret contract with the teachers
of School District No. 1 to pay them
more money per month than the school
board had agreed to pay them. Charges
six and seven specifically cited Guy
Metcalf.36
On the morning of Tuesday, February 4, 1908, the trustees of School
District No. 1 - Guy Metcalf, Dr. Hood,
and George L. Branning - appeared before the school board to answer these
charges. The trustees were accompanied
by their counsel, Will Metcalf. A rather
violent argument ensued between Guy
Metcalf and J.R. Anthony, but the

final decision of the board was to drop
all charges against the trustees in return
for assurance that all the problems
spoken of in the charges would be corrected.3 7
Despite his controversial methods,
Metcalf's main concern was the education
of the youth in School District No. 1.
Securing adequate facilities was an important priority in the relatively new
school system. The first classes in West
Palm Beach had met in the Union Congregational Church at the northwest
corner of Olive and Datura streets in
1894.38 In 1895, the Board of Public
Instruction appropriated the sum of
$500 towards the erection and furnishing of a public school building in
West Palm Beach on the conditions that
the citizens furnish at least $500, and
that Henry M. F1agler give a further
sum of $500 and a deed, in fee simple,
to a suitable lot of not less than one
half an acre. 3 9
As a result of this three-way partnership, a two-story, four-room school
building was erected on the southwest
corner of Dixie Highway and Clematis
Street.40 This 1895 school met the
needs of the community until the early
1900s. Once elected trustee, Guy Metcalf used his position to influence many
of the large land developers in the area
to provide for educational needs. It has
also been suspected that it was Metcalf
who influenced Ellen Potter in 1907

to sell nine acres of land to the Dade 11
County School Board for $1,000 per ~
acre for a "central school" for all the 1
children of the area. Later Mrs. Potter 1
donated an additional five acres of land
to the school site. 41 This school was
located at the end of Hibiscus Street in ,
West Palm Beach. Behind the school
was Freshwater Lake, a favorite fishing spot for local anglers. 4 2
West Palm Beach pioneer Paul Majeski remembers: "Everyone connected with
the [central] school was ostracized. No
one wanted their child going to school
way out there with the snakes and alligators." Truly, the school "away out in
the woods," as it was commonly known,
appeared at the time to be a real albatross. 4 3 Not only had it taken a great
deal longer to build than originally anticipated, due in part to Mr. Metcalf,
but its cost now far exceeded the original $40,000 set aside in bonds to
pay for it. Some estimates on the actual
cost of the school on Hibiscus Street
were as high as $65,000.44 This terribly
tumultuous situation only served to
deepen the hatred between Metcalf and
his counterpart on the Dade County
School Board, J.R. Anthony. Finally
the school was finished. The date was
January 1, 1909. As a side note, even
though Metcalf was greatly ridiculed
at the time for building such a large
school, the structure was overcrowd-
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ed and an extension needed to be built
within four years.
Even while struggling to complete
the new school, Guy Metcalf was active
in yet another political issue - the drive
to create a new county from the northern portion of Dade. As southeastern
Florida continued to grow, the huge
county became more and more unwieldy, and differences between its
two population centers at Lake Worth
and at Biscayne Bay grew sharper. A
1937 article on Guy Metcalf from the
files of the Historical Society of Palm
Beach County reports that:
According to all reports, Guy Metcalf was the first citizen to suggest
the creation of Palm Beach county,
and he also suggested the name of
Palm Beach for the new county.
At his instance, a meeting interested citizens of West Palm Beach and
vicinity, a public meeting was called, and a new county committee
was appointed, consisting of Max
Sirkin, H. C. Hood, R.J. Chillingworth, Guy I. Metcalf. M.E. Gruber,
J.C. Stowers, A.P. Anthony, L . W.
Burkhardt. On this committee Guy
Metcalf was one of the most active
and useful members, and probably
no private person contributed more
of time, thought, energy and means
according to ability than he to promote the creation of the county. 4 5

After an uphill struggle of over two
years, Metcalf's efforts bore fruit on
April 30, 1909, when the Florida Legislature created Palm Beach County. The
new county stretched from the St. Lucie
Inlet to a point corresponding approximately to Floranada Road in today's
Oakland Park, and west to Lake Okeechobee.
Guy Metcalf continued in the office
of trustee of Special Tax School District
No. 1 until he resigned on June 11, 1912.
Oddly enough, he had been reelected to
his position for an additional two-year
term just eight months prior, on October
9, 1911.46 The question has to be asked,
" Why did he and the two other trustees
resign?" The answer may be found in
the knowledge that Guy Metcalf's enemy,
J.R. Anthony, was made editor of Metcalf's old newspaper, The Tropical Sun,
on January 1, 1912.4 7 It is possible that
to prevent public scrutiny and scandal
at the hands of his arch-rival, Metcalf
simply quit.
Interestingly enough, Anthony resigned as editor of The Tropical Sun a little
more than a year after he took on the
job, and Guy Metcalf again ran for the
office of school trustee on .September
11, 1913.48 This time, however, he
was unsuccessful.
Metcalf's political strength along the
entire east coast of Florida, as well as in

Palm Beach County, was always a factor
in area elections. He was an ardent prohibitionist. One of the most spectacular
political contests in Florida was waged in
1910, when Metcalf won the nomination
in the Democratic primaries for the office of clerk of the circuit court of
Palm Beach County. The office was
denied him, however, in the general
election in November, when he was
defeated by Hutson B. Saunders, an independent. Two years later, Metcalf
again ran for the office of clerk of the
circuit court, but was defeated in the
primaries by George 0. Butler. 4 9
Through the influence of Claude
L'Engle, United States congressman at
large, Metcalf was appointed postmaster
at West Palm Beach on December 4,
1913. 50 In the following months, he
worked very hard for the city, expanding
the postal service to keep up with the
ever-growing microcosm Then, suddenly, the fickle finger of fate again pointed
to Guy Metcalf, and he was removed
from his position by the postmaster
general. Paul Majeski remembers :
It was during a time when the post

office was very frugally run. All
business transactions that occurred
in the post office had to be strictly
on a cash basis. One of the city's
more prominent businessmen made
a purchase from the post office.
Unfortunately, this local merchant
had no cash on him at the time, but
because he was such an important
local figure, Mr. Metcalf allowed
him to write a business check for
the purchase. As soon as the postmaster general saw the check in
Mr. Metcalf's deposits, he immediately suspended Guy as postmaster. 5I
The date was August 12, 1915.62
Again, Guy Metcalf was the topic of
much local gossip. He then retired to a
life of reclusion.
Guy Metcalf was never one to stay
inactive. In the Democratic primaries of
1916 he was nominated, and was subsequently elected to the office of school
superintendent of Palm Beach County.63
The following year, 1917, dawned in a
flurry of political and cultural bedlam
Sidney J. Catts was sworn in as Florida's
new governor on January 1, 1917, and,
on the local level, Guy Metcalf was sworn
in as school superintendent. 64 In April,
the United States entered World War I.
Every day, the newspapers were filled
with the horrors of that conflict. The
citizens of every community were putting
their full attention to destroying the
"German menace" in the "war to end
all wars."
The Metcalfs' two sons, Lacey and
Paul, both joined the coast guard and
were stationed in Key West.6 6 Naturally,

very little newspaper space was now
devoted to anything as trivial as the affairs of the local school board. A small
article in The Palm Beach Post in January 1918 acknowledged that Paul Metcalf had just been promoted to the rank
of chief petty officer, making him, at
nineteen, the youngest officer in the
coast guard. 56 His parents were extremely proud. Other than local social events,
virtually nothing appeared in the local
newspapers concerning the Palm Beach
County school system until February
7, 1918.
On that date, in the middle of the
front page, a streamer read, "Guy Metcalf Arrested on Forgery Charge and His
Suspension from Office Asked." The
article began by rhetorically relating how
the sheriff, Bob Baker, had gone to the
Metcalf home on Datura Street at eight
p.m., with a warrant sworn out by W.J.
Dyer, chairman of the county school
board. The sheriff found Metcalf in bed
when he reached the house. After Metcalf was placed under arrest he was allowed to remain at home for the night on his
own recognizance, to report to the
sheriff's office at nine the next morning.
Later, when- interviewed by a reporter,
Metcalf seemed flushed and very agitated. He told reporters that the incident
was a mistake, and would be straightened
out the next day. 57
Chairman Dyer stated that the action
against Superintendent Metcalf grew out
of the fact that at the superintendent's
request he had signed a warrant on January 19 for $333.49, for the ostensible
purpose of taking up a bill of lading for
a shipment of domestic science equipment for the West Palm Beach schools.
The chairman said that the board had
authorized him to sign such a warrant,
anticipating that the shipment would
arrive between the monthly meetings
of the board. Dyer went on to say that
the matter was then dropped, but when
he later inquired about the draft, which
should have been turned in with the
bill of lading, he found that no such
draft had been received. 58
The next day, the school board,
checking over the warrants issued, found
that there was no voucher for the warrant
in question, and asked the superintendent
where it was. Unable to produce this
voucher, Metcalf stated that it must be
at one of the banks. The board then
requested that he go and get the voucher
and bring it back to the board by three
o'clock that afternoon. Dyer stated that
the board waited well beyond three
o'clock before calling the sherifrs office
and swearing out a warrant for the
superintendent's arrest. The board also
directed a letter to Governor Catts,
stating briefly the particulars of this
distasteful situation and asking not only
for the suspension of Guy Metcalf from
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the office of superintendent, but also
for an audit of all his books. 59
That afternoon, Wednesday, February
6, 1918, Metcalf came home visibly perturbed. William Barrs, an attorney and a
guest in the Metcalf home at the time,
noticed Guy's unusual state and inquired
as to its origin. Metcalf told him that
things had been mixed and blurred in his
mind for some time. He referred to the
draft upon which he was alleged to have
obtained money from the school board
under false pretenses, and told Barrs
that he had no recollection of having
gotten the money, and that if he did
get it, he did not know what he had
done with it. Barrs later testified that
Metcalf had told him about a month
before that he believed his mind was
affected. Metcalf had been ill for several
weeks, and was left visibly shaken by all
that had occurred that day.
After the arrival of the sheriff and the
reporters at the Metcalf home, Guy reportedly could not sleep. He arose at
three o'clock in the morning and told
his wife that he was going to his office
to work on the books. He told her that
he would be home for breakfast. GO
The day dawned, a cool, clear February morning in West Palm Beach. A man
named Fenno was on his way to the railway station to pick up relatives when
he passed the courthouse on Poinsettia
Street between 3:30 and 3:45 a.m.,
and noticed the superintendent sitting
in his office. Mr. Fenno was the last
person to see Guy Metcalf alive. 61
Henry Horton, a Negro janitor, was
the first person to enter the courthouse
that morning, at approximately 5 :30.
When Horton entered Metcalf's office
at approximately six a.m., to perform his
morning duties, he noticed that the vault
was open and the light was burning. This
was not an unusual occurance since the
superintendent often came in very early
to work on his books. Drawing closer,
Horton observed the superintendent
seated in a chair. His head was thrown
slightly back, and his feet rested upon
a box.62
The janitor called to Metcalf, but the
superintendent appeared to be asleep.
Drawing closer to the quiet figure,
Horton saw a quantity of blood on the
floor. Thinking that the superintendent
had suffered a hemmorhage, Horton at
once notified the head janitor, Mr. Taylor. It was then that it was discovered
that the school superintendent was
dead and that he had killed himself.
Blood oozed from a bullet wound in his
head, and his right hand tightly clasped
a .32 Colt revolver. Apparently death
had been instantaneous, as there was
no evidence of the slightest struggle. The
revolver had been placed on the right
ear, and the bullet had pierced the
brain, lodging in the head. There had
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been profuse bleeding from the wound
and light bleeding from the mouth. 6 3
The superintendent had removed his
collar and coat, and had loosened his
shirt at the neck. His watch lay on the
desk, as did four letters, addressed to
his wife, to his sons Lacey and Paul,
and to Governor Charles S. Whitman
of New York, who had been Metcalf's
schoolmate in Ohio.64
Guy Irwin Metcalf was fifty-two
years old when he ended his own life.
He was survived by his father, Judge
William I. Metcalf; one brother, Charles
P. Metcalf; a sister, Mrs. James E. Chambers; his wife, Edith; and his two sons,
Lacey, age twenty-three, and Paul, age
nineteen. At a coroner's inquest dealing
with the superintendent's death, Mr.
Barrs, the guest in the Metcalf home,
read to the inquiry board a letter written
to him by Metcalf just prior to his death.
In the letter, Guy asked Barrs to advise
Mrs. Metcalf in the selling of their home
and properties. He also asked Barrs to help
his family with all financial rna tters. 6 5
Records show that the Metcalf home
at 411 Datura Street in West Palm Beach

was sold shortly after Guy's death.66
Apparently Mrs. Metcalf moved from the
area; the West Palm Beach city directory
for 1920 does not list her. Following her
death in 1925, however, Mrs. Metcalf
was buried next to her husband in West
Palm Beach's Woodlawn Cemetery.67
Paul and Lacey Metcalf both returned to
West Palm Beach after the war, and both
became clerks in the courthouse. For a
short time they lived in the 800 block ol'
Rosemary Avenue. Lacey continued to
work as a clerk of the Circuit Court in
West Palm Beach until his retirement and
death in 1969. Paul Metcalf, on the other
hand, returned to the navy in World
War II and, upon his return, served as a
police officer in West Palm Beach until
the late 1950s.68 He died in 1979, and
his son, Paul Metcalf, Jr., died the following year.6 9
On the day of Guy Metcalf's funeral,
February 9, 1918, a profusion of flowers
and throngs of people filled the Metcalf
home and front lawn to pay homage to
this man of action, tribulation, and
vision. 70 It was ironic, considering the
problems he had encountered during his

Guy I. Metcalf as superintendent of schools of Palm Beach
County, c. 1917 (photo courtesy of Palm Beach County
school board).

life and the not always judicious way in
which he handled them. Perhaps, with
the advent of his death came the realization that, although he was doubtiess an
opportunist, his had been a pioneering
spirit who had fulfilled his destiny.
In his final letter to his attorney and
friend, William Barrs, Guy Metcalf wrote,
"I hope my friends will consider my
act charitably, while my enemies are
welcome to the pleasure they will have
in my removal from the field of further
activities. "71 Broken and reduced to the
point of suicide by circumstances which
he, himself, helped to create, here was a
man, nonetheless, who, through his
enormous foresight and energy, literally
helped to shape the face of most of
Florida's southeast coast. He was one of
a group of forgotten pioneers - those
early visionaries who gave Florida its
push forward - without whom the
foundations of the east coast would
have been greatly lacking.

A simple marble stone in West Palm Beach's Woodlawn Cemetery
marks Guy Metcalf's final resting place.
I
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FIGHTS INDIANS
IN SOUTH FLORIDA*
January 3

January 4
January 5
January 6
January 7
January 8
January 9
January 10
January 12
January 16
January 19
January 20
January 24

[Wednesday]- with General Eustis'1 column of
southern army. Left Ft. Christmas 2 E.F. [East
Florida] in command of Company D, 3rd Arty.,
as corps of pioneers.
Encamped near a large cypress swamp.
Passed Ft. McNei11 3 built by 1st Dragoons. 1st
Dragoons and Alabama volunteers on the plain
near Ft. McNeill - camped on prairie.
Encamped near Ft. Taylor 4 (Captain Fowler 6
1st Dragoons). Pony Dick.
At work on wharf for landing provisions. Bad
foundation.
Sent with Captain Fowler to ascertain if a practicable road could not be found through the Big
Cypress Swamp. 6
Returned, making a favorable report. Camped on
Gadsden's old trail. 7
Column under General Eustis moved.
Encamped near the Big Cypress.
Reached Ft. Lloyd. 8 Captain Beal! 9 and company of Dragoons, General J( esup] 10 and
mounted men at Ft. Pierce. 11
Left camp, near Ft. Lloyd.
Encamped a few:miles from Gen. Taylor's battleground. 12
Engagement with the Indians on the Lochahatchee 1 3 - Sergeant Boggs, 14 Co. D, seriously ·
wounded. McPherson and Brown 15 struck by
spent balls. Indians fled.

January 26
January 27
February 5
February 7

February
February
February
February

8-9
10
11
12

February 14
February 15
February 25

February 27

Encampment on Jupiter River- Ft. Jupiter1 0
near scene of Lt. Powell's 1 7 re-embarkation
after his affair with the Indians.
Sergeant Boggs sent to General Hospital at St.
Augustine.
Column marched in search of the Indians.
Reached sawgrass swamp. Parley with Hallec[k] -Hajo.JB White flag sent out. Lt. Dyer19
and myself with Company D, perform some
wading at
Conference Left Camp Truce 20 for Ft. Jupiter.
Returned to Ft. Jupiter.
Paid for December 1837. Pay[master] W. C.
Andrews. 21
Lt. Linard 22 sent by General Jesup to Washington- said to bear proposal that the Indians be
permitted to remain in the south of Florida.
The Indians are to come into a camp near Ft.
Jupiter- there to await the decision of the
President. 23
Col. Taylor, 24 Captain Barker, 26 Lt. Hi11 26
and Dr. Laterin [?] reached our camp. Council
with the Seminoles. Tuskegee 27 and HalleckHajo.
Council- Halleck-Hajo with Tuskegee and
others said when the answer came from Washington to the proposition of General Jesup then
would General Jesup have their answer about

*From Robert Anderson's Diary, January 3-May 19,
1838, Robert Anderson Papers, Book 2, 1838-1839,
MSS Division, Library of Congress.
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March 2
March 5
March 6

March 15

March 18

March 20
March 21
March 22-25

Major Robert Anderson as he appeared in the spring of 1861,
shortly after the fall of Fort Sumter.

March 28

March 29

March 30

March 31

Major General Thomas Sidney Jesup commanded the army in
Florida from 1836 to 1838, and led the advance into the
southern peninsula as detailed by Anderson in his diary.

abiding the President's will. They would see what
they would do. Ceremonious dance.
(Friday]- Left Ft. Jupiter with Major Lauderdale 28 and 200 mounted Tennessee vols. Commanding Co. D and 38 men attached to Pioneers.
Reached New River- coontihatchee2 9 -heavy
rains- experiments in eating raw coonti.
Changed the camp to about 1/8 mile above
Cooly's patch.30 Steam Boat Alabama and sloop
Citizen here with provisions. Site of Ft. Lauderdale. 3 1
Learned that Col. Bankhead 32 had arrived at
Ft. Dallas 33 and that he is placed in command of
country south of Jupiter. Party of Indians discovered by our scouts about 10 miles from camp.
Col. Bankhead arrived with four companies,
H and D [of the] 1st Artillery [and] H and D
[of the] 4th Artillery. Information brought that a
messenger had been sent to the camp of Coacu-chie34 and Alligator. 35 He is to return in
four or five days.
Two companies of 1st Artillery arrived.
Indian messenger Joseph 36entered camp saying
that he could not find the Indians , that they had
scattered.
Left camp in steamer Isis. Powell's command in
boats ascended the south fork of the south branch
of New River and encamped at the old Tallahassee3 7 village. Three Indians brought in by the
Tennesseans. Lt. Anderson ordered back to camp
sick. Command with great labor reached Pine
Island. 38 The white flag fired on. The Indians
driven from the Island. Boats, jewelry, coonti,
cooked provisions, etc., found on island. Command returned from camp on Pine Island to
Camp Lauderdale. The finger of one man slightly ,
wounded. One of the prisoners (Indian) escaped :
from the guard.
Alex Hajo 39 arrived from Ft. Jupiter on a mission to the hostile Indians. Tustenuggee and Little Bear 40 came in from their camp about 15
miles from Camp Lauderdale.
Left camp with Pioneers and Capt. Deering's 41
company of mounted Tennesseans, with orders
to bring in Tustenuggee and the camps near him.
Marched about 10 miles.
Reached camp between two small cypresses.
Went to Tustenuggee's camp and told them I
wanted them to come near or into my camp.
Tustenuggee and two families came with me and
the others promised to follow.
About 1 a.m. Tustenuggee came to my tent and
informed me that one of the camps (families)
had gone off. That all the others (44) were in
his camp except Little Bear who was near. He
expressed fears about Little Bear going off.

April1

I told the Indians that my orders were to take
them to Camp Lauderdale. There was 13 warriors, 33 women and children, eight rifles, one
musket. Encamped near Hillsboro and returned
to Camp Lauderdale (for names see last page).

April 2

Col. Harney 42 arrived and relieved Col. Bankhead and expressed his dissatisfaction at the
Indians having been taken and brought into
camp.
Birthday of Sarah A.43
Major Lauderdale and Tenn. departed for Ft.

April3
April4
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Jupiter. Pioneers retained as such to Col. Harney's command.
News by express that Alligator had delivered
himself up to Col. Taylor on the 4th instant.
Penetrated the Everglades by south branch of
south fork of New River about two miles. Rocky
bottom through the cypress. Singular spring
limestone. Quantities of fish- many deadshrimp- muscles [mussels] -snails- eggs, etc.
Birthday of Lucy[?] A.44
Commenced building the pickets of Ft. Lauderdale, 60x50 feet. Pickets seven feet long, sunk
1 1h feet. Loopholes under top string pieces.
Finished the picketing. Commenced preparing
top pieces for loop holes.

April6
April7

April 9
Aprilll
April13

April15

April16

April17

Apri118
Work discontinued and ordered to prepare for a

April14

march. Four days' rations. 13 men and one cor·
poral unable to march. Ordered to cross the river
at four p.m. Encamped on south trunk of New
River.
Left New River at 6 a.m. Lt. Anderson commanding. One company Mounted Dragoons,
three companies artillery, Lt. Anderson, [?]
E. Aisquith, 45 (Lt. May 46 Dragoons). Col.
Harney overtook the command. Encamped on
north fork of Ratones4 7 - 131!2 miles march.
Wagons and mounted men sent back. Discontinued measuring the road. Crossed both forks of
the Ratones and Arch Creek. Encamped near
Cooley's old place [on Little River] on Middle
River. 48 About 9 1/2 miles.
Crossed Middle River [Little River] at the dam
of the burnt coonti mill and marched through a
country of pines, prairies, coonti and rocks of
decayed limestone to the site of Ft. Dallas at
mouth of the Miami - about seven miles.
Crossed the Miami - no boats. Had pack ponies
swimming. Marched to Lewis' plantation 49
where we hoped our march would terminate.
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April 19

April 22

April 23

April 24

April 27

April 28

April 29

April30

May 1

May 5
May 6

May 7

May 10

May 12

About 2 1/ 2 miles. Camp Center. 5°
A small skirt of rich land. Pine barrens covered
with jagged limestone. The peaks [?] firm, the
body of the stone seemingly composed of cir·
cular pieces of lime (as large as pins' heads)
united by a hard cement Quartz. There we found
plantains, coconut trees, limes, oranges -sugar
cane, papayas, etc.
Left camp in Boats at 8 p.m. Col. Harney and
Lts. Anderson and Rutledge, 51 Dr. Mottef 2
48 Dragoons, 30 with Colt rifles, 55 artillerists,
sailed and rowed all night. Breakfasted on the
beach about sunrise. About 14 miles.
Ordered to follow a trail seen on the shore.
Pursued it through a mangrove swamp until
its place of crossing a deep stream. Returned
and sailing about 1 1/2 miles north, encamped
near the old Hunting Ground. 53
The command of about 46 Dragoons and 43
artillerists left camp and marched in WSW di·
rection about 10 miles. Found a small party of
Indians said to belong to Sam Jones' 54 party.
Exchanged a few shots and ran, leaving two
squaws (one wounded). Corporal MarshaJI5 6
and 12 artillerists on the left flank, it is believed
we met the principal party, say about 15 war·
riors. Returned to our camp of the 23rd, bringin~
the squaw, the cooking utensils, coonti, skins,
etc. The Indians protect the bottom of their
moccasins by pieces of alligator skin, crudely
prepared.
Col. Harney and 46 Dragoons left camp in the
boats about 1h past 11, leaving Lt. Anderson with
his command of 55; 19 of "D," 3rd Artillery,
24 of "A" and 12 of "D", 1st Artillery.
Marched with 30 men about five miles west.
The country pine woods, intersected by saw
grass and other prairies. Rocks rugged, bad
marching. Col. Harney returned.
Sailed back to Camp Center, leaving at eight
and arriving at 12. Express arrived directing the
troops to be sent North.
[Monday] Ordered by Col. Harney to prepare
for returning to Ft. Lauderdale in the first steamboat. Information from squaw by George 56 interpreter- that Sam Jones left with most of
his party about one hour before we reached his
camp.
Crossed to Ft. Bankhead 57 on Key Biscayne to
await the arrival of boat Isis in which the company is to return to Ft. Lauderdale. Embarked
after Sam Jones abandoned. Command moved
across to Ft. Bankhead.
Steamboat Isis arrived having thrown over most
of her loading- Lt. Dyer 3rd A. and Lt. May
Dragoons.
Left Ft. Bankhead in SB [steamboat] Isis: Col.
Harney, Lts. Anderson, May and Dyer. Lts.
Warner,sB Aisquith, Donaldson59 with 1st Artil·
lery detachment, one company, left at Fort
Bankhead.
Left Ft. Lauderdale with Lt. May's company
Dragoons and one detachment Colt's Rifles.
Unequal distribution of baggage. Col. Harney 1,
May Dragoons 2, Colt's Rifles 2, Company D, 1.
Reached Ft. Jupiter 40 minutes past a.m., having
marched 63 miles since 50 minutes past 7 on the
7th instant. Letter from General Scott 60 received offering me situation of aide-de·Cill!lP·
Left for Ft. Pierce in one of the public transport

Lieutenant Alexander B. Dyer, seen here in later life,
accompanied Anderson to the Camp Truce conference
in February 1838.

May 13
May 14
May 16

May 17

May 18

May 19

steamboats. One boat abandoned on the river in
a sinking condition.
Reached Ft. Pierce. Captain Tompkins,61 D. [?]
Decamps Lts. Hooker 62 and French!' 3 My pony
Dick here nearly tormented to death by the flies.
Left in Schooner Nevis at 8 a.m., 180 miles.
Lt. Hooker.
St. Augustine Lighthouse in sight at sunrise.
Arrived at St. Augustine. Captain Webster6 4 and
company detachment under Lt. Donaldson,
with Lt. Warner and company waiting for outward breeze.
Left St. Augustine in Packet Empire, crossed
the bar at 4 p.m. Col. Fanning,65 Captain D.
H. Vinton, 66 Lt. Peyton,6 7 the [?] of Dragoons. [?]
Arrived at Charleston at 5 p.m. Major Kirby 68
at Charleston with companies commanded by
Captains Hansen, 69 Webster and Lts. Warner,
Aisquith, Mackall/ 0 McLane 71 and company
recently under Lt. Magruder. 7 2
Left in cars at 5 a.m. Captain Vinton, Lt. Aisquith and company reached Augusta at about
5% p.m. 137 miles. General Eustis, Lts. Ross 73 '
and Martin. 79

summer/fall, 1986

Ht,

FOOTNOTES
1 Brigadier

General Abraham Eustis,
commander of one of four columns of
Major General Thomas Sidney Jesup's
army which pushed into south Florida
in early 1838. Eustis' column ascended
the St. Johns River and then moved
south through the interior, reaching the
Atlantic coast at Jupiter Inlet.
2 Fort near the upper St. Johns River
in present-day Orange County, constructed by Jesup's command at Christmas time, 1837, and used as a launching
point for his expedition into southeastern Florida the following January.
3 Fort on the upper St. Johns near
Lake Poinsett in present-day Brevard
County.
4 Fort near the upper St. Johns about
one mile west of Lake Winder in present day Osceola County.
5Captain Henry Waller Fowler from
New York State. He became a captain
in the 2nd Dragoons on June 8, 1836.
6 Okholwakee Swamp, east of Lake
Kissimmee in present Osceola County.
7Trail cleared by Colonel James Gadsden, who surveyed a route down the
Florida east coast from St. Augustine
to Biscayne Bay in 1825.
8 Fort on Taylor Creek, eight miles
northeast of Lake Okeechobee.
9Captain Benjamin Lloyd Beall who
attended the U.S. Military Academy
from 1814-1818 and became captain
of the 2nd Dragoons on June 8, 1836.
He was brevetted major in March 1837
for gallantry in the war against the
Seminoles.
10Major General Thomas Sidney Jesup,
commander of U.S. Army operations in
Florida, 1836-1838.
11 Fort at Indian River Inlet established in January 1838 by Jesup's command,
and named for Lieutenant Colonel Benjamin K. Pierce. Fort Pierce served as
the eastern anchor of a string of outposts
stretching across the state from Tampa
Bay.
12Site of the -Battle of Okeechobee,
fought on Christmas Day, 1837, between
troops under Colonel Zachary Taylor
and Seminoles commanded by Alligator,
Coacoochee, and Sam Jones, near the
northern point of Lake Okeechobee.
I3Battle of Lockahatchee or Loxahatchee, fought on the Loxahatchee
River near Jupiter Inlet between Jesup's
forces and the Seminoles.
14Sergeant Boggs was a member of
Lieutenant Anderson's Company D, 3rd
U.S. Artillery, and helped build Fort
Lauderdale in March 1838.
15McPherson and Brown were appar ently also enlisted men in Anderson's
Company D.
I 6 Fort on the Jupiter (Loxahatchee)
River constructed by Jesup's command
on January 26-28, 1838. Fort Jupiter
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The upper St. Johns, Kissimmee and Indian River regions, showing
locations mentioned by Anderson in his diary.

served as the main base and supply depot
for troops operating southward along
the coast.
1 7Lieutenant Levin M. Powell, naval
officer in command of a joint army-navy
force assigned to penetrate the Everglades. Powell and the 152 men under
his command reached the New River on
March 8, 1838, and established "Camp
Powell" across the river from Fort
Lauderdale.
18 Halleck Hajo was a subordinate of
the Seminole sub-chieftain Tuskegee.
After the Camp Truce conference, he
entered U.S. Army service as a messenger-negotiator to treat with Sam Jones.
Jones killed him on New River in March
1838.
19 Second Lieutenant Alexander Bry-

die Dyer, who graduated sixth in his
class at the U.S. Military Academy in
1837, and became a major general in the
Union army in 1865.
20Located between present Deerfield
Beach and Delray Beach. General Jesup's
army reached a truce with a large band of
Seminoles led by sub -chieftain Tuskegee and his subordinate Halleck- Hajo
during a conference here on February
8-9, 1838.
21 U.S. Army paymaster located in
Washington, D.C.
22Lieutenant Thomas B. Linnard,
Jesup's aide-de-camp.
23Martin Van Buren was president
from 1837 to 1841.
24Colonel Zachary Taylor, commander of the territory between the Peace

and Kissimmee rivers. Taylor was ordered east from Tampa Bay with 1,200
troops to meet Jesup during the latter's
invasion of southern Florida. His troops
fought the Seminoles at the Battle of
Okeechobee on December 25, 1837.
Taylor succeeded Jesup as commander
in Florida in May 1838. He became a
national hero as commander in the
Mexican War, and was elected president
of the United States in 1848.
25 Captain Thomas Barker, 1st Infantry, was a veteran of the War of 1812.
He died in 1839.
26 Second Lieutenant Bennett Hoskin
Hill, 1st Artillery, graduated twentyfirst in his class at the U.S. Military
Academy in 1837. He was brevetted
brigadier general in the Union army in
1865.
27Seminole sub-chief who had been
captured by Jesup's forces in December
1837. After making his escape, he led
the attack on Powell's command at the
Jupiter River, January 15, 1838. The
following month he negotiated a truce
with Jesup's army at "Camp Truce."
2BMajor William Lauderdale of Sumner County, Tennessee, veteran of the
Creek Wars, protege of Andrew Jackson,
and commander of a battalion of Tennessee Volunteers in the Second Seminole War. Lauderdale commanded the
column, composed of his own Tennesseans and Anderson's artillery company,
which marched from Fort Jupiter to the
New River in March 1838. Fort Lauderdale was named in his honor.
29New River was called "Coontihatchee" - coontie river - by the Indians because of the abundance of
starch-producing coontie plants in its
vicinity. The concentration of this important Seminole food staple was a
major factor in the decision to construct
a military outpost on New River.
30 P!antation belonging to William
Cooley, leader of the New River Settlement in the years preceding the Second
Seminole War. The plantation was located on the north bank of the New
River roughly in the vicinity of today's
4th-7th Avenue bridge. It was here
that Cooley's wife and three children
were killed by Indians on January 6,
1836, signalling the end of the New
River Settlement.
31 Anderson's reference to "Fort Lauderdale" here indicates that the outpost
was thus named from the time it was established. This designation became officia! on March 16, 1838, when General
Jesup issued Special Order No. 74 stating,
"The new post established on New River
by the Tennessee Battalion of Volunteers and Company 'D', 3rd Artillery,
will be called Fort Lauderdale."
32Lieutenant Colonel James Bankhead, 4th U.S. Artillery, arrived at Ft.
Lauderdale on March 18, 1838, with

263 men, and commanded the fort until
April 2.
3 3 Fort on the north bank of the
Miami River, near its mouth, established
in February 1838 by the joint armynavy force under Lieutenant Levin
Powell.
34Coacoochee or "Wildcat" was one
of the most influential leaders of the
Second Seminole War until his capture
in 1841. In 1838, he was active principally in the New River region.
3 5 "Alligator" - Hal patter Tustenuggee - was a chief of the Alachua group
of Seminoles. In 1836 he led his band of
approximately 200 Indians south from
the Tampa Bay area into the Everglades,
where he operated primarily in the
vicinity of New River and Biscayne Bay.
3 6 Seminole
Indian messenger employed by Lieutenant Colonel Bankhead
to negotiate with Sam Jones and his
band on New River in March 1838.
3 ?Seminole group descended from
the Upper Creeks of Alabama and speaking the Muskogean language. At the
beginning of the Second Seminole War
they resided in the Tallahassee area of
Middle Florida. Along with the Mikasukis, the Tallahassees were considered
among the most warlike of the Seminoles.
3B Jsland or hammock in the Everglades in present-day Davie. It was a
favorite gathering place for southeast
Florida Seminoles.
3 9 The same as Halleck Hajo (see
note 18).
40Seminole sub-chief who escaped
capture at Hillsboro River when the
rest of the Indians there were captured
by Anderson and his company and the
Tennessee Volunteers under Captain
Deering.
41 Captain William Deering, commander of one of the five companies comprising William Lauderdale's battalion of
Tennessee Volunteers.
4 2Lieutenant Colonel William Selby
Harney, 2nd U.S. Dragoons, commanded
Fort Lauderdale from April 2, 1838
until its evacuation on May 7. Harney
conducted negotiations with the Seminoles at the second and third Fort Lauderdales in 1839, and commanded an
army-navy expedition into the Everglades
in 1841. He served in Mexico and in the
West, and was brevetted major general in
1865.
4 3 Apparently a member of Anderson's
family; perhaps a sister. The 1850 federal
census lists Anderson at Fort Preble,
Maine, with wife Elesa, age 26, and
daughters Ebera, age 5, and Maria, age 2.
44See note 43, above.
4 5 Second Lieutenant William E. Aisquith of the 1st Artillery had a very
checkered career. He graduated eleventh
in his West Point class of 1827, but was
dismissed from the army for misconduct

in 1832. In 1837, he was accepted as a
second lieutenant in the 1st Artillery.
Several times thereafter he was reduced
in rank to private and sergeant, but became a captain in 1847, only to be reduced to sergeant the following year.
4 6 First Lieutenant Charles Augustus
May of the 2nd Dragoons entered that
unit upon its formation in 1836. He was
a favorite of President Andrew Jackson,
and became a hero in the Mexican War.
4 7Rio
Ratones, or Snake Creek,
flowed from the Everglades into Dumfoundling Lake and thence into Biscayne
Bay. Some maps identify the portion of
the stream from the Everglades to Dumfoundling Lake as Snake Creek and the
channel from the lake to the bay as Rio
Ratones, while others, like Anderson,
use the two terms interchangeably.
48
Here Anderson confused Little
River, which flows into Biscayne Bay
approximately nine miles north of the
Miami River, with Middle River, which
flows into New River Sound (now part
of the Intracoastal Waterway) in Broward County.
49PJantation near the Miami River
granted to Jonathan Lewis under the
Donation Act in 1824. Lewis was the :
son of Charles (or Sur!) and Frankee
Lewis, first non -Indian settlers on the 1
New River.
5o Lieutenant Colonel Harney led this
expedition (of which Lieutenant Anderson and his men were a part) in search of
Sam Jones and his band. Camp Center
was the old Jonathan Lewis plantation
(in 1838 owned by Richard Fitzpatrick)
on the Miami River. It was probably
named for being the midway point of
the expedition from Fort Lauderdale to
what is now Homestead.
51 Second Lieutenant Arthur Middleton Rutledge of Tennessee graduated
from the U.S. Military Academy in 1837.
He resigned his commission in August
1838, but served as a major of artillery
in the Confederate army.
I

52Jacob Rhett Motte was an assistant
army surgeon attached to Jesup's Army
of the South. His diary provides a detailed and insightful account of the war in
southeast Florida.
53Jndian hunting ground located on
the approximate site of today's Coconut Grove.
54Sam Jones or Arpieka, the fierce
Mikasuki medicine man, led his band
south from the Withlacoochee River
area to the upper St. Johns, the Lake ·
Okeechobee region, and finally the
Everglades, as the war progressed. He
was operating primarily in the New ·
River area by 1838. Managing to escape i
capture in both the Second and Third ·
Seminole Wars, he died at an advanced
age in about 1859.
55 A member of Lieutenant Ander-!
1
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son's Company D, 3rd Artillery.
56 George was a black interpreter
with the army. In September 1839, he
survived an ambush by Sam Jones'
Mikasukis on New River in which his
two companions, soldiers from Company
K, 3rd Artillery, were killed.
5 7Military post established at the Cape
Florida lighthouse on Key Biscayne in
1838 and named in honor of Lieutenant
Colonel James Bankhead.
5BSecond Lieutenant William Horace
Warner, 1st Artillery, graduated from
West Point in 1836. Brevetted captain
in the Topographical Engineers, he was
killed by hostile Indians in the Sierra
Nevada in 1845.
59Second Lieutenant James Lowry
Donaldson, 1st Artillery, was an 1836
West Point graduate. He became a hero
in the Mexican War, and a Union major
general in 1865.
60Major General Winfield Scott, a
hero of the War of 1812, had been commander of military operations in Florida
in 1836. In May 1838 he was placed in
charge of the removal of the Cherokee
Indians with headquarters at New Echota,
Georgia. He was appointed commanding
general of the U.S. Army in 1841, serving
until1861.
61 Captain Daniel D. Tompkins from
New York State graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy in 1820, and
served in the 1st Artillery. He was brevetted major in 1836 for gallantry in
action against the Seminoles.

6 2 Second Lieutenant Joseph Hooker,
1st Artillery, graduated from West Point
in 1837. A Union major general during
the Civil War, he became known as
"Fighting Joe" Hooker. Lincoln gave
him command of the Union Army of the
Potomac. He reorganized the army, but
was severely defeated by Robert E. Lee
at the Battle of Chancellorsville in May
1863.
6 3 Second Lieutenant William Henry
French, 1st Artillery. An 1837 graduate
of the U.S. Military Academy, he became
a Union major general in 1865.
64Captain Lucien B. Webster, commander of Fort Marion at St. Augustine.
6 5 Lieutenant Colonel Alexander C. W.
Fanning, 3rd Artillery, a veteran of the
War of 1812, commanded the forces in
the vicinity of St. Augustine.
6 6 First Lieutenant Daniel Hammond
Vinton, 3rd Artillery, was promoted to
captain July 7, 1838. His brother, Captain John Rogers Vinton, commanded
Fort Lauderdale for a time in 1841.
67 First Lieutenant Richard H. Peyton, 2nd Artillery, had graduated from
the U.S. Military Academy in 1831. He
became a captain in July 1838 and died
the following year. In 1838 he probably
served as quartermaster in the dragoons.
6 BMajor Reynold H. Kirby, 1st Artillery, had commanded the 689 regular
soldiers involved in the Pine Island
skirmish in March 1838.
6 9Probably Second Lieutenant Weight-

Confederate Major General John B. Magruder, who, as a lieu·
tenant, had served in the Florida War.
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man Key Hanson of the 7th Infantry.
Hanson, a native of Washington, D.C.,
graduated from the Military Academy
in 1835, and died in 1844. If Anderson
was referring to him, he was wrong Hanson did not become a captain until
August 1839.
70Second Lieutenant William W. Mackall, an 1837 West Point graduate, was
wounded in the Seminole ambush on the
steamer Santee near New River Inlet in
1839. He served in the Mexican War and
as a brigadier general in the Confederate
Army.
71 Second Lieutenant Robert McLane
commanded Company E of the 1st Artillery.
72 First Lieutenant John B. Magruder
of Virginia graduated from the U.S.
Military Academy in 1830, and served
with the 1st Artillery in Florida, where
he fought at Pine Island with the forces
under Lieutenant Powell. He also served
in Mexico and as a Confederate major
general in the Civil War.
7 3 First Lieutenant Richard H. Ross
of the 7th Infantry. Ross graduated from
West Point in 1830, and rose to the rank
of lieutenant colonel in the Mexican War,
where he was cited for gallantry. He was
a native of Maryland.
7 4 Second Lieutenant William Thomas
Martin graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy in 1837 and served briefly in
the 4th Artillery before resigning his
commission in June 1838.

"Fighting Joe" Hooker, as he appeared during the Civil War.

The wreck of the
0

0
Reprinted from: The Tragedy of the Seas; or
Sorrow on the Ocean, Lake and River from
Shipwreck, Plague, Fire and Famine
by Charles Ellms, Philadelphia, W.A. Leary, 1848

An account of the wreck of the brig
Alna on the coast of east Florida and the
massacre of the officers, and part of the
crew, by the Seminole Indians; and the
escape and subsequent adventures and
sufferings of two of the crew; September, 1838.

On the 19th of August, 1838, the
brig Alna, of Portland, Maine, Captain
Thomas, sailed from St. Jago de Cuba,
bound to Boston. Owing to light and
baffling winds, it was some time before
the vessel got round the island, when she
took her departure from Matanzas, and
left the coast with a light breeze. But on
the 5th of September, it came on to blow
very hard; the sail on her was reduced,
but the wind still increased, so that on
the 7th it blew a violent gale from the
north· east. The brig was about fifteen
miles off the Florida coast, and drifting
rapidly on a lee shore. A heavy press of
canvass was now carried, to endeavor, if
possible, to claw off. But the head of the
bowsprit was carried away; and the sea
making a clear breach over her, sweeping
the decks fore and aft, the brig was again
hove to, but drifted rapidly to leeward.
As it was found impossible to keep the
vessel off the land, the captain determined to run her on shore in the daytime,
so as to have a better chance of saving
the Jives of those on board. Accordingly,
the mainsail was lowered, and the helm
put hard up. The vessel soon struck the
bottom, about twenty miles north of
Cape Florida, and was shortly after lifted
so high on the beach by the heavy breakers, that the crew could easily jump
from her to the shore. As the tide ebbed,
great exertions were made to land the

stores and clothing; and a sufficient quan ·
tity of provisions and water were secured
on the beach to last a month. Here the
unfortunate captain and his crew remained until Sunday, the 9th of September.
"On that fatal day, about noon," says
Mr. Wyer, "the first Indians which appeared nigh our tent were four in number. They were armed with rifles. The
mate was packing his clothes in his
chest, which he had been drying that day;
and the first notice we had of the Indians
was the smart crack of a rifle; and at the
same instant the mate exclaimed, '0
dear!' having received the ball in his
hand, passing into the abdomen, as we
supposed. The same Indian, being behind
a tree, reloaded, and marked me for his
next object, (myself, Cammett, and
Captain Thomas, crouching down) which
gave me the ball through the hand, pass ing up laterally through the thigh, coming
out just below the hip joint, making a
journey through the flesh of eight or nine
in ches. We took to the beach, (it being
warm, we were barefooted) and they
pursued us. Captain Thomas, having
taken a long walk with Cammett, was
tired, and gave out. We halted, being
thirty yards ahead of him, to see what
his fate might be. I saw him shot, the ball
whizzing by me; and he fell on his face,
and seemed to die instantly. After this,
we expected no quarter, if taken. I felt
approaching weakness from Joss of blood,
and feared I must soon give up. We very
soon entered the bushes, Cammett going
ahead. I soon lost him, and made my way
along till night, among the palmettoes,
which cut my feet cruelly; added to ·this,
were mosquitoes, which were a formidable foe. At dark, on Sunday night, I
came out on the beach, and travelled till
nearly daylight. Finding my wounds
bleeding profusely, I tore off the bottom of my flannel shirt, and bound them
up - which continued to bleed all the
next day. I lay down, and sometimes

fell down, often thinking I should not
be able to rise again. My fears were in·
creased from the trail of blood which
I left behind, knowing this to be a good
mark for them. Monday I continued to
travel the beach - went to the river, running parallel with the sea, for water ate nothing that day - came to New
River, waded in to my neck, and swam
off, finding the current setting from
both shores to the centre, making it very
doubtful to me, from the long time I
was there, whether I could ever reach
the opposite shore. Here I was about
to despair. I finally got foothold and
gained the shore, but found myself very
much exhausted. I should think the
river was a quarter of a mile wide. It
was about night. I kept on - occasionally would lie down during the night,
gathering the sea-weed to cover me,
while asleep - when I awoke, would
go on again till weary, and then take a
nap.
"Tuesday morning, fair weather saw a house ahead, which proved to be
the Patterson House, as I was told by
the wreckers. It is a one-story frame
house, and has a long time been vacated.
I hoped here to find something to satisfy
my hunger, but I was disappointed. Here
was another river to swim. For the first
time, I saw two large alligators; and the
river was full of sharks of the largest
kind. I was divested of fear, and in I
plunged, and landed safe on the other
side, feeling no enemy to be worse than
the Indians. I travelled on, my feet
being very sore - oftentimes would
climb a tree to see if any danger was
at hand, and hoping to see marks of
civilization, to encourage me in my
lonely journey - ate nothing this day swam and forded several small streams
and creeks, which was very painful in
my wounded situation.
"Wednesday morning came with fair
weather - continued my journey as the
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day previous - clambered a tree, and
found a huge snake had ascended before
me; he lay out on one of the limbs,
coiled up, as if asleep. I was well armed
with a club, but took good care not to
arouse him. His size round was as large
as my ankle. I had been without food
three days and nights, and was very
hungry. I hoped to find something to
eat among the wrecked matter that had
washed up to the shore, but found nothing but dead fish; and it was a hard
scramble to know whether I or the pelicans and other birds should be served
first, as they exist in acres, and are so
numerous that fish are all taken up
before they get old. A dead fish was a
great luxury; and when I had satiated
my appetite, I would put them on my
hat to dry, while journeying on.
"An hour or two before sunset, I saw
two sail, that did not appear to notice
me; soon after, I saw two more, who
were in pursuit of a Dutch brig. I now
hoisted my shirt on a pole, and waved it
with all my strength. They discovered
me; and happy was I to be rescued from
the many perils that I had encountered.
Indians, sharks, the moccasin snake,
arabs, and various other reptiles, were
foes in my way; but, thank God, I have
been spared to return to my friends, and
tell my perilous tale."
Mr. Cammett, who escaped at the
same time with Wyer, when the captain
was massacred, says, "My story, in regard to the shipwreck of the Alna, and
being surprised by the Indians on the
coast of Florida, cannot be otherwise
than the same as Wyer's, until we entered
the bushes, where we unfortunately got
separated. I remained quiet, in concealment, until the dusk of the evening;
then I thought it prudent to start. I
walked across the beach to the bushes,
to see if their trail continued- took care
to use the same tracks back, so as to deceive them - got along the beach five
or six miles, and encountered a party of
Indians. They saw me, and raised a horrid yell, and pursued me. I ran into a
swamp, where the mud and water were
about waist high. Two Indians remained
where I entered, while the rest seemed to
be surrounding me: they avoided the
water on account of the snakes, the
wreckers told me.
"I was about an hour there - concluded it would not do to stop till morning, for they would get me - got out, and
took to the shore - was careful to go
so close to the shore that every ripple
of the water should wash out my tracks came across a well of water that was
covered, and a village of low huts, said
to have been some old barracks. I took
them to be Indian huts; as I saw no tracks
beyond them, I was puzzled to know
how to pass them. The palmettoes
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"The Death of Captain
Thomas, and Escape of
Wyer and Cammett,"
as depicted in "The
Tragedy of the Seas."

were like sharks' teeth, and made a noise
in getting through. I was then on the
border of the river - finally thought I
would wade up to my neck, that no
trace of me could be seen - got by in
safety, lost their tracks, and began to
fee! as if I was delivered.
"Monday, still on the river, with trees
and bushes growing to the edge. I was
obliged to travel, and occasionally swim
round - came to a place which I took to
be two rivers that intersected this. I
swam over, and found it to be an island
covered with water, and the roots of the
trees starting out two or three feet above
ground, making a sort of bridge to walk
on - tasted the water, and found it
fresh - stopped and rested - a severe
current on both sides. Seeing a number
of sharks, I made a raft of drift-wood;
but it was water-logged, and would not
support me - abandoned it - took a lot
of drift-wood, but could hardly keep
it under me, the force of the current
being so severe - reached the shore in
safety; there I found the sea-shore, and
kept on till 12 o'clock on Monday night.
My feet were deeply cut with shells and
palmettoes, and ankles so swollen, I
could not bend them - my toes raw up
between, and cruelly sore.
"Tuesday and Wednesday, swam several streams. I suffered with the intense
heat - had no hat, and was obliged to
wet my head to keep it cool - found
a tar-bucket to carry water in - slept
on board a wreck, with nothing but a
quarter-deck left - my neck so swollen
with mosquito bites that I could scarcely
move my head - ate six dead fish on
Tuesday , and eight on Wednesday. Wednesday afternoon, crawled into a large
log. The hole being too short to admit
my whole length, I took a barrel up
from the shore to make out the length.
Had a good nap - waking, I felt something under my chin - gave it a brush
off - was stung that instant by a centiped[e]- got up, looked out, and saw
four sloops making up the shore - wind

light - I anxiously kept along with
them, but they did not see me- no sleep
that night.
"At daylight, saw them standing in
for the shore. I seised my tar- bucket to
a long pole, with my knife lanyard,
and hoisted it as a signal of distress;
they saw it, and to my unutterable joy
I was taken on board the wrecking sloop
Mount Vernon, where I found my lost
friend, Wyer, who, to my astonishment,
called my name from over the side of the
vessel. Thus ended my cruel adventure;
and not till then was I fully sensible of
my soreness. Under the blessing of God,
I have been saved to return to my friends
in perfect health."
Those who were murdered by the
Indians, were Captain Charles Thomas,
Andrew J. Plummer, mate, and John
Sheafe, seaman, all of Portland, and William Reed, of Salem, cook. The only
survivors were Wyer and Cammett, who
published the following grateful tribute:
"It is our humane and highly-pleasing
duty to say of Captain George Alden and
his crew, of the wrecking sloop Mount
Vernon, that our treatment was in the
highest degree kind, hospitable, overgenerous - dressing our wounds, nursing
us with parental kindness, giving us
clothing, regretting, when we left, that
they had no money to give us, and all
of us feeling as if attached with the
strongest ties of friendsh :p. On board of
the Index they were equally hospitable;
and on board the revenue cutter Madison, Captain Howard (our old friend
and acquaintance) gave us a feeling
reception, and the most cordial welcome.
"To correct wrong impressions and
wicked prejudices, that exist against
the wreckers on the coast of Florida, we
feel bound by every thing sacred to state~
that instead of being 'plunderers and
pirates,' as they are often represented,
it is the height of their ambition to save
lives and property.
S. Cammett,
E. Wyer, Jun.

SHIPWRECKS AND
INDIAN ATTACKS: 1838
Reprinted from Niles National Register
Vol. 55-56, Oct. 13, 1838, page 103
LATEST FROM FLORIDA. By the
U.S. revenue cutter Madison, Capt.
Howard, which arrived just as the imp res·
sion of this day's paper was completed.
we hear of a more extensive loss of life
and property than was ever before effected in a single hurricane upon the southern
coast. Between thirty and forty vessels
are said to have been lost upon the Baharna Banks on the 7th of September, and
the hurricane is represented to have been
more terrific than was ever before known
in these latitudes. No particle of canvass
[sic] could withstand the force of the
gale, and the survivors represent that
the bare masts and spars were blown out
of stanch and new vessels. And besides
the extraordinary horrors of shipwreck
upon a desert shore, many of the numerous survivors of the wrecks upon the
Florida coast, after their escape from the
horrible battle of the elements, only
reached the land to meet a more frightful
death in massacre by the Indians of Cape
Florida.
We give the following, which are all
the few particulars of the wrecks that we
have as yet ascertained.
The ship Kentucky , New York and
New Orleans packet, was lost on Gun
Key, Bahamas; a total wreck, but passengers and crew all saved.
The hermaphrodite brig Victory, Dunham, master, was also lost on Gun Key;
a total loss of vessel and cargo. Crew and
passengers saved.
We have the following from the South
Floridian of the 15th ult.
The French brig Courier de Tampico,
Jule Julian, from Havana, bound to Bordeaux, with a cargo of sugar, segars, &
c. was driven ashore in the night of the
7th, about twelve mile north of Cape
Florida light; only seven out of sixteen
souls saved - brig and cargo totally lost.
The survivors, rescued from the devouring ocean, were soon visited by a large
party of armed Indians, who spared their
lives because they were Frenchmen, saying that they only killed Americans. The
captain and the six other survivors were
taken from the beach after the gale was
over, by a smack from the north, bound
to this place [Key West].
The brig Alma [Alna], Thomas, of
Portland, Maine, from St. Jago, went
ashore about the same time, and near the
same place. Every man on board except
one, a Dutchman, was massacred by the

Indians. He was spared at the time of the
general slaughter, and subsequently hid
himself in the hold of the brig. During
all one day and night the Indians held a
pow wow board the brig ; they were about
fifty in number. The next day the Indians
left the brig for a short time, when the
poor man crept out of his hiding place,
discovered and hailed the wrecking sloops
America and Mount Vernon, and by
them was taken off; the Indians again
appearing in sight after he had left the
brig. The Indians will wreck the brig.
(We are happy to be able to state that
there are two more survivors of the wreck
of the Alma, who are now on board the
Madison, at this port, viz., Eleazer Wyer
and Samuel Cammett, both of Portland.
Wyer was shot through the thigh and
hand, but has nearly recovered.)
The brig Export and a shi p went ashore
at the same time nearly off Caesar's
creek. The master and crew of the brig
have arrived at this place in the wrecking
sloop Globe.
The sloop Globe and the smack
Splendid have saved about 300 boxes of
sugar from the brig.
(We are informed by Captain Howard,
of the Madison, who examined the wreck
said to be the Thracian, that he is of
opinion that sufficient evidence does not
exist of its identity with that vessel. None
of the crew of the ship in question were
saved. She was evidently a new Bostonbuilt ship. She had on board a locomotive
engine named Camden, directed to Hyde
and Comstock, New Orleans. The rest of
her cargo seemed to consist of domestic
goods, bar, and tire iron, a carriage, saddles and harness, nails and machinery.)
The sloops Alabama, Dread, and Caution, of Mystic, bound to this port [Key
West], drove ashore and lost in the same
gale. The only survivor yet ascertained is
Joseph Noble. They went ashore near the
French brig Courier. Noble escaped from
the Indians and joined the French crew.
When the Indians came up with the
French crew, he passed himself off as one
of their number and thus saved his life.
Noble has arrived at this place, and gives
the names of the persons on board the
sloops - all of whom are doubtless lost
except himself. On board the sloop
Captain Prentice Parks,
Alabama Samuel Welcher, Jr., John Parker, John
Dean, and Joseph Noble. On board the
Dread - Francis P. Helmers, Solomon

Burner, George Fish, James Reynolds,
Benjamin Phillips, and Charles, a colored
man. On board sloop Caution - Captain
D.P. Helmes, Geo. Richmond (lost overboard before the gale), Nat, a Portuguese,
Albert Spaulding, Nathan Fish, Latham
Brightman, and Tom Crandle, a mulatto.
The schooner Caroline of Key West,
lying at anchor at Caesar's creek, during
the gale drove from her moorings out on
the reef, struck, and sunk. Master and
crew all lost. The following are their
names: Joseph B. Williams, master,
Henry Packer, mate, John St. Martin,
John Murphy, James Bennet, John Gray,
James Savey, William Dillinow.
The schooner Caledonia, from Havana,
bound to New Orleans, with a cargo of
sugar, coffee, and segars, was totally lost
on the Colorados, on or about the 8th
Sept. Fate of the crew unknown.
The revenue cutter Campbell, and the
United States schooner Wave, then lying
in our harbor [Key West], immediately
upon hearing of the disastrous intelligence above given, got underway and
proceeded for the Cape. It is hoped, if
there should be any wandering survivors
left, they may speedily be restored to
their friends.
The boats of the United States schooners Madison, Wave, and Campbell examined the Keys in the vicinity of the Cape,
in the hope of rescuing survivors, but we
regret to say that, with the above exception of the two survivors of the Alma,
none are know to be saved. The boats of
the Wave and Campbell attacked a party
of fifteen Indians, who were plundering
the French brig, but succeeded in killing
but four of their number.
The Madison brings further intelligence of the loss of the schooner Forrest,
of Lubec, loaded with live oak. She
struck a reef about the 18th ult. one day
out of Key West, aPd sunk. The crew and
passengers returned to Key West in her
boats.
The works left by the troops at Key
Biscayne were burnt by the Indians about
the last of August. The government hospitals and barracks on Cape Sable have
also been burnt.
The Madison is now on her way from
Pensacola to her station at Portsmouth,
N.H. Officers and crew all well. She has
stopped at this port for wood and water,
and sails immediately.
-Advocate
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FORT LAUDERDALE
50 YEARS
AGO

NINE STORIES TALL!
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Photos from the
Jack Egan collection

' I

The Sweet Building, seen here looking west
from Las Olas Boulevard, was Fort Lauderdale's only "skyscraper" when this 1935
photograph was taken. At the time it contained the First Federal Savings and Loan
Association, the Brayton-Cole Drug Store
and offices of some of the city's most
prominent doctors, lawyers and realtors.

THE OLD DOWNTOWN

"The Toggery," a men's clothing shop,
occupied the northwest corner of Wall
Street and South Andrews Avenue in
1937. To its left, on Wall Street, was the
Weidling Building, built in 1916 by Carl
P. Weidling.
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WHERE MEN GATHERED, INSIDE

•
The Deck (above), on the corner of South
Andrews Avenue and North River Drive, was
Fort Lauderdale's most popular bar in 1937.
Fred and Eve Beck had just purchased the
establishment from Parker Crooks and had
installed a new counter. The scene to the
right shows the exterior of the Deck, as well
as the Broward Hotel (left), the Governor's
Club Hotel (center), and the Pioneer Depart·
ment Store (right).

•

•

•

•

•

AND OUT
.. .....
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LUXURY FOR TOURISTS

Above is the Champ Carr (now Riverside) Hotel at 700 Las Olas Boulevard,
nearing completion in 1936. Below is the hotel's shining 700 Club bar.
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PRIDE OF BROWARD

BATHING BEAUTIES

•

• •

This group of Fort Lauderdale High School girls, taken at the casino in
1937, includes Mary Jane Thomas (fifth from left), and Nancy Setliff (sixth
from left). Can our readers identify any of the others?

•

Swimming champion Katherine Rawls was one of
Broward County's best-known residents in the mid·
1930s. This photo was taken at the Las Olas Beach
Casino in 1936, the year she competed in the Olympic games in Berlin.

•

•

AND SWIMMING CHAMPS

This group of college swimmers and coaches gathered at the casino pool on
December 27, 1936, for the Second Annual Aquatic Forum. Note the sign
on the pool wall at far right.
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SCHOOL DAYS

The end of another school day at Fort Lauderdale High School. This view
is from the corner of S.E. 2nd Street and S.E. 3rd Avenue, looking northeast.

THE HOME TEAM
I~

Fort Lauderdale High School's 1937 "Flying L" football team.
Front row: Earl "Tuffy" Sapp, Frank Fernandez, Louis Becker;
second row : Tracy Tripp, Wayne Schmidt, Fred Zloch; third
row: Cecil T. Farrington, Herschel Anderson, Claude Adams,
Fred Sapp, Philip Cheaney; fourth row : Wilfred Crabtree, un-
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identified, Don Tener, "Bill" Holland, Wayne McClure, Foy
Fleming; back row: George Naumann, Doug Leavitt, unidentified, Coach Ken Ezell, Coach Arthur E. "Red" Sweeney, Bill
McNeff, Robert Eller.

MODERN COMFORTS AND CONVENIENCES

Beddorest Mattress exhibit at the 1936 Broward County Fair. To the right is Mr. Cobb, owner of the company, which
had its shop at 217 N.W. 4th Avenue in Fort Lauderdale. Photos of black businesses from this period are rare.

Fifty years ago downtown streets were lined with small retail establishments, like Graham Elliott's
Norge Appliance Store at 314 South Andrews Avenue, seen here at Christmas time, 1936.
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HONORING A FALLEN FLYER

WHAT A CATCH

Broward County's first pilot, Merle L. Fogg, lost his life in an airplane crash in
West Palm Beach in 1928. In 1936, Fogg's family dedicated this plaque in his
honor at Merle Fogg Airport, on the site of the present Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport. From left to right are: City Judge Erlward Heim·
burger, Fogg's best friend August Burghard, Albert Erkins and Fogg's parents,
Alberta and Leslie Fogg.

A NATURAL WONDER
I

Large tuna and small fisherman at the munici ·
pal docks on New River, just northeast of the
Andrews Avenue bridge, 1937.

One of Broward County's natural wonders - Commodore A.H. Brook's famous
"Two Million Dollar Tree" at Wyldwood Nursery on the north side of the Dania
Cut-off Canal, east of U.S. Highway 1. In this 1936 photo, Brook stands next
to the tree's "alligator root."
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VENICE OF AMERICA

ANCHORS AWEIGH!

Scenes of tropical beauty, like this view of the Intracoastal
Waterway, Jured tourists to Fort Lauderdale, even in the
Depression years.

A contingent of Coast Guardsmen marches up Andrews Avenue
past the Maryland Hotel as part of the 1937 Fourth of July parade.
Other landmarks visible in this photo include the Sweet Building
(upper left) and Brown's Good Food Restaurant (right).

NEW BEACH RESORT

The Lauderdale Beach Hotel,
owned by James S. Knight of
Chicago, was the first "modem"
hotel on Fort Lauderdale Beach.
This architectural rendering was
prepared in 1936, one year be·
fore the hotel opened for guests.

THE lAUDERDAlE BEACH HOTEL
·rO ilT · L4 U Of.lt~~
4
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Churches of
Fort Lauderdale
Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Sentinel,
Friday, February 23, 1923, Section 6, page 6.
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The relation of the church to the civilized community is an unconditional equation in that the community would revert
to the lowest type without the influence
of the church, and it is a fact that is accepted by every student of community
life. The relation of the church to the
home is more intricate in that each unit
adopts its own attitude toward this in·
stitution. The personal state of mind
regarding the church concerns only the
individual, and his conduct is the outcome of certain tenets to which he holds.
The unity of these different phases is
the blending of church and community,
a condition rarely found in modern times.
But to recall the early history of Ft.
Lauderdale is to demonstrate that such
a condition can and did exist. With the
coming of a few sturdy settlers into this
tropical wilderness, the first necessity
was the home, the next the school, and
then the church. The children of the
Marshalls, the Kings and the Bellamys
with a few others to the number of thirteen, formed the nucleus of the community life of this new settlement. And
after provisions were made for opening
the daily school, the Sunday school was
organized 22 years ago, by W. M. Marshall, an uncle of one of these pioneer
families, and an itinerant Presbyterian
minister, Rev. Kegwine [Rev. Henry Keigwin], who passed through Ft. Lauderdale
at stated times. The first session was held
in the school house, what is known now
as the home of Mrs. VanAuken.
Here the religious life of the community began in the sincerest and simplest
fashion. "Modern equipment" consisted
of one room with four rows of chairs
for the grown folks and the company,
the remainder of the seats being benches
with no backs. It was a great day with
this band of children when an organ was
purchased. No prizes were offered to in duce the children to attend, for they
could not be kept away, being eager to
stay for the whole service. True, many
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of them went to sleep and had to be
carried home, but nobody cared for
that. Every Sunday afternoon, the lad,
W. H. Marshall, went up and down the
river in his boat gathering up the children who attended the Sunday School.
There were no landings, but the gang
plank was thrown out wherever passengers were gathered on the banks. Soon
the boat would not hold them and he
attached a lighter in order to carry them
to the services, after which the happy
youngsters were returned to their homes.
Not the Presbyterian, the Baptist nor
the Methodist preacher, but the Minister
came frequently to preach. Each service
was crowded with whole families anxious
to hear the Gospel preached. The women
worked together in harmony, earning
their money for this union church with
no thought of the denominational differences.
The highest expression of community,
home, and personal religion was the
result of mingling together in this common cause, and many who livP.d during
the early making of Ft. Lauderdale now
speak of those days as if they were hallowed by some sort of sacredness which
does not seem to pervade religious work
today.
But as the settlement grew, new ideas
were brought in and the humble begin nings were cast aside to make way for
the progress in church life to keep pace
with business interests, resulting in denominational houses of worship. The Sunday School movement has grown to great
proportions in Ft. Lauderdale, and the
cherished dream of many is to see some
condition arise which will permit of
equipping a plant dedicated to the instruction of the youth of our city in the
knowledge of the Bible.
NAZARENE CHURCH
The Church of the Nazarene, located
on Wilsey Court, was organized April 11,
1918, in a private home, with sixteen

members. Soon after a lot was secured
and a house for worship built. So we are
moving steadily on with thankful hearts
and asking the prayers and cooperation
of our Sister churches.
At present we have church property
to the value of $4,000, a membership
of twenty- four and sincerely hoping
for an advance in membership and
property.
We are asking God to give us the best
year of our service. The present pastor
is Rev. Mrs. M. C. Boswell.
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
The First Baptist Church of Ft.
Lauderdale was organized about 1910
[ 1907], holding services in a small building near the Post Office, and used during
the week as a show house. There were
fifteen charter members, a few of whom
are still identified with this organization.
Wheeler's Hall was the next place of worship, until it was destroyed by fire, taking
with it the organ, hymn books, etc.
A new beginning was made at the
present location at Valentine Ave . and
Las Olas Boulevard, the site being the
gift of Mr. Frank Oliver.
In the meantime services were held at
various places in order to keep this band
of Baptists together, until the building
was completed. The Rev. S. P. Mahoney
accepted the call to preach and served the
church for six years. During his pastorate
and under his able direction the present
church and parsonage was built and most
of the lot was cleared. The church prospered greatly adding to its strength and
membership in the community. In those
days it was counted a pleasure to make
sacrifices for accomplishing the purposes of the church, and the woman's
work stands out as a notable picture in
the history of this organization in
bringing about the results obtained. The
various activities of this church, the
work of the various departments has
outgrown the present equipment, and

plans are made to enlarge the church for
the departmental services, especially for
the young people's work and the Sundav
school, which has gone beyond its metes
and bounds.
In this church as in all others, the lack
of leaders fitted for the work is the
greatest handicap.
Pastors Atchison, Bouterse, and Walker ministered to this congregation. The
present minister, the Rev. Milton Bales,
has charge of the work and the members are looking forward to a creditable
house of worship in the near future and
great results from his ministry.
We believe in our simple faith, stand
for the cause of righteousness, and wish
to serve our city of Ft. Lauderdale in
any way that will lift it to a higher plane.
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, SOUTH
Twenty years ago the First Methodist
Church in Ft. Lauderdale was organized
under the leadership of Presiding Elder
S. W. Lawler, and Pastor L. Oser. It
being the first church organized here.
A reference to the original membership roll shows a number of names of
men and women who are still identified
with the church, among others those of
W. H. Marshall, A. W. Cromartie, Mrs.
J. G. Stevens, and Mrs. Clifford King.
This church has borne its fair share in
the spiritual development of our city,
and has numbered among its pastors,
during these twenty years, men who
sought to give the Kingdom of God its
rightful place in the life of the community by calling men and women to
give their allegiance to Jesus, as their
Lord and Master.
The church is particularly fortunate
in possessing a strong band of women
workers, organized under the name of
[line deleted] noble women are indefa·
tigable in their efforts to advance the
church in any possible way, and can be
depended upon at all times to do their
very best to meet any emergency that
may arise.
The present church building, while
adequate for all purposes in the years
gone by, is now proving to be too small
for the growing needs of the church and
the Sunday school, and in order to keep
pace with the expansion taking place
in our city along all lines, larger accom·
modations will have to be provided in
the very near future.
The officials of the church are men
of vision and are already discussing plans
for meeting the need along these lines.
The present pastor, Rev. C. E. Gutteridge, came here last December, well
recommended as a Sunday school leader
and a worker especially interested in
the young people, and his efforts, ably
seconded by a strong corps of teachers
and with Prof. H. B. Robertson as Sunday school superintendent, are already

producing results in increased attendance
and interest.
Mr. Gutteridge is an able teacher of
the Bible, and his work in this particular
makes an especial appeal to men.
This church is known as "The Church
of Smiles and Welcome."
FIRST METHODIST EPISCOPAL
Early in 1911, Dr. L.S. Rader, the Dis·
trict Superintendent, began preaching
services in a store building. After a time,
enough had been found who desired a
permanent church home; then the site
on which the present church stands was
purchased and a building was erected
thereon early in 1912.
At the time of its completion it was
the second church in Ft. Lauderdale.
Since then many others have come to
stay.
Through these years it has had its
struggles, yet withal, it has maintained
a cheerful outlook and its ministers have
ever preached a pure gospel.
While there are a few of the original
members still on its roll, for the most part
they have come from many other states
in the union and from across the seas.
It has always extended a glad hand of
welcome to all, regardless of position,
wealth or fame of its worshippers, and its
doors are open to all God's people,
and to any seeking a better way. We
believe in God; we believe in Jesus Christ,
His Son; we believe in our fellow man;
we believe in this great State; and we
believe in our fast-growing city. The
present pastor is Rev. S. E. Lawhon, who
extends to all a cordial welcome.
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SOCIETY
OF FT. LAUDERDALE
The Christian Science Society of Ft.
Lauderdale was organized in December
1913 by a few members of the Christian
Science Society of Miami living in or near
Ft. Lauderdale, and Sunday morning
services were held in the Masonic Hall.
The Christian Science Sunday school
was organized in February, 1914, and
held at the same place, and Wednesday
evening meetings have been held since
December, 1914.
During the summer of 1916 a building site was purchased and an architect
employed to draw plans for a church
building; and on December 25th of
the same year the cornerstone was laid.
During the winter months following, the
building was completed, and the readers'
desks, pews, and piano put in place and
services have been held in the church
edifice since April, 1917. The total cost
of lot, building, and furnishings was
about $6,000 when completed; and some
improvements have been added since
that time.
The first free public lecture on Christian Science was given under the auspices

of the Society in February, 1915, and a
similar lecture has been given each year.
Since December, 1914, a free circulating
library of authorized Christian Science
literature has been maintained.
ALL SAINTS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Although All Saints is still, technically,
a Mission, the energy and faithfulness
of its membership entitle it to a place of
unusual importance in the history of the
Episcopal Church in South Florida. It
began its life with the organization of
All Saints Guild, the woman's society, on
All Saints' Day, 1912. The little band of
faithful women was joined by the men
in the effort to have regular services of
the Episcopal church held from time to
time by clergymen of their faith. When,
as was only too often the case, no such
help was given them, the lay readers of
the congregation continued to gather the
faithful about them, and the little band
continued to meet for worship in private
houses. After a time the Masonic Hall
was selected as a place of meeting. The
difficulty of access made it unsuitable for
a continued course of services and when,
in 1918, a pastor at last came to reside
in Ft. Lauderdale the Woman's Club was
engaged as a home for the Episcopal con·
gregation.
Owing to the untiring efforts of the
Guild, a sufficient sum of money had
been secured to purchase a lot; and it
was a proud day when the deed for the
first plot of land was at last in the hands
of the people. It was soon discovered
that this lot was not going to meet the
demands and needs of the church if the
community grew as it was bound to do;
and so, before attempting to begin any
sort of a building, a further effort was
made, and the present beautiful location
was secured. A corner lot, one hundred
feet east and west, and one hundred and
fifty feet north and south facing the city
park is now in possession of the Episcopal
church, affording room for every sort of
parish building that may need to be
erected in years to come.
In spite of the difficulty of the task,
and the not infrequent words of dis·
couragement that were uttered by some
who felt that the hope of securing a
building was little better than a beautiful
mirage, the people set themselves to the
work again and were this time aided by
the little congregation of the disorganized
Mission at Jupiter. St. Martin's Mission of
that place, having fallen into disrepair;
but there was still a building of sorts
there, and some church furniture. With
the permission of the Bishop, the building
was dismantled, taken to pieces, and
brought to Fort Lauderdale. Only a part
of the original material was found fit for
use. New material was purchased, and in
the hands of the efficient building committee, the present beautiful little Gothic
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Clockwise from upper left: Southern Methodist, Northern Methodist, Christian Science,
Christian, Baptist, Presbyterian and Episcopal.

church with its dark red roof, and cream
colored stucco walls gradually came in to
being.
Being now in possession of a church
building, the first thought of the congregation was for its young people, and a
Sunday school was organized. This was
in November, 1921. Commencing with
only fifteen it grew in a year to have over
seventy on its roll, with classes for every
age from the tiny tots to thoughtful
adults of the Bible class. Once again, the
women of the Guild showed their faith
and determination; and being unwilling
that the building they had worked so
hard to get should be theirs with a burden of debt, they girded themselves for
a supreme effort, and during the Lenten
Season of 1922 poured into the church
treasury the sum of one thousand and
one dollars, and on Easter Day of that
year were able to feel the wonderful
satisfaction and peace that came with
the knowledge that every square foot
of land every cubic foot of timber and
masonry belonged to the All Saints Mission fully and freely.
Services are now being held every Sunday morning, and on appropriate occasions during the week. The church
doors are always open for prayer and a
hearty welcome is given to all who wish
to worship with the congregation.
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Organized January 1, 1912, by Ira
Adams of Miami. Organization took place
at the M. E. Church South with fourteen
charter members. W. E. Williams and
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P. A. Read were elders; Mrs. Maud Bolinger, clerk; and Mrs. J. C. Repp, treasurer. We met in the M. E. Church in the
afternoon for a short time and also held
our services in the Baker Hall, Sentinel
Hall and Berryhill Hall until we built our
church home in 1916 on the lot on North
Third and Valentine donated to the
church by Mr. Frank Stranahan and
wife. Two years ago a parsonage was
built on the north end of the lot which
the ladies aid furnished. We have a
splendid Bible school, a Junior Endeavor
society and Ladies Aid. Brother Garrison, editor of the Christian Evangelist of
St. Louis preached the first sermon. The
following are some of the preachers who
have labored with us: Mr. Medary Gorsuch, Mr. John Melady, Mr. L. B. Allen,
Mr. Chas. 0. Woodard, Mr. J. W. Greep.
Brother 0. M. Sala of Miami, is our pastor at the present.
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST
The Seventh Day Adventist church
was organized on June 19, 1920, with 27
members. The meetings were held in the
Women 's Club Building. The Sabbath
school is held every Sabbath morning at
9:30. A Bible study at 11 o'clock. On
Sunday night another Bible study at H.
Marshall's. On Wednesday night a prayer
meeting is held at F. E. Porter's. On each
second Sabbath of the month, elder C. R.
Magoon of Miami preaches at 11 o'clock.
H. Marshall, Elder; F. F. Porter, Superintendent of the Sabbath School.
There are about 19 active members.
There has been sent to foreign missions

since the organization $3,616.50. The
Adventists are doing missionary work in
109 foreign fields. The Adventists are
strictly a missionary people; called to
deliver the special message of Rev. 6 :14.
In common with other S.D.A. churches
the Ft. Lauderdale church has sent out
many who are doing valiant work for
the Lord and some who are "training"
for service.
CATHOLIC CHURCH
The first mass in Ft. Lauderdale was
said by Rev. Father Fontaine, on De cember 25th, 1894, in a tent in Stranahan
Camp, located where the [Stranahan]
home now stands, the tent standing just
north of the beautiful "Royal Palm"
familiar to all in Ft. Lauderdale. There
were just four members attending the
first mass, Capt. and Mrs. Dodge, Mr.
O'Neil[!] and Mrs. Nugent. This was the
first Christian service ever held in Ft.
Lauderdale. Masses were then said at
irregular intervals from about 1900 to
1913 in the old school house near the
county court house and in other buildings.
On May 13th , 1913, the property on
Valentine and South Third street was
purchased and remodeled for church
purposes at a cost of $1,000, this amount
being generously donated by the members of the church and citizens. Masses
were said monthly by the Jesuit Fathers,
of Miami, this being a mission until1921
when a permanent pastor was installed.
In 1916 the Altar Society was organized with nine members, this society hold-

ing faithfully together from that time
to the present, accomplishing much
during this time for the church and doing
its share in Red Cross work.
In the spring of 1920, the society
took up work of raising funds by subscriptions and entertainments for the
building of a new church. This was made
possible with the work of a small congregation and cooperation and generosity
of citizens and friends from afar. However, the impressive building, St. Anthony's church, now standing on Las
Olas Boulevard, could never have been
accomplished if it had not been for Rev.
Father Thomas J. Plunkett, known as the
"Builder Priest," giving generously and
untiringly of his knowledge, time and
physical labor. This beautiful church
was erected to the honor and glory of
God.
The church was dedicated December 17th, 1922, by the Rt. Rev.
Bishop Barry, D.D., of St. Augustine.
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
The First Presbyterian Church of Ft.
Lauderdale was organized in the South
Methodist church building on April 14,
1912, by Rev. R. W. Edwards, Pastor
evangelist of the Presbytery of Florida.
There were nine charter members of
whom three, Mr. and Mrs. W. 0. Berryhill and Mrs. J. K. Gordon, are at present
active members of this church. In the fall
of 1912, Dr. C. L. Work came to this
city, on account of poor health, and
finding an organized church without a
leader, assumed the pastorate and served
in that capacity until his death in August
1914. At this time there were 53 active
members and all church meetings were
held in the building now occupied by the
Queen Theatre.
Following the death of Dr. Work, the
church had supply pastors until October,
1919, when Dr. H. S. Dumming was called as pastor.
During Dr. Dumming's pastorate, with
the help of friends of the church and the
untiring efforts of the members, the
present church building was erected, and
later the Social Hall was added by the
Ladies' Aid Society.
Dr. Dumming served the church as
pastor for three years, resigning at that
time to take up evangelistic work in
New York State.
The church then called Dr. W. L.
Atkisson, who is the present pastor.
The church has a missionary society
with Mrs. C. B. Currier as president,
Mrs. Clarence Wedge, vice-president and
Mrs. J. G. Ewing, secretary-treasurer.
There is an interesting Sunday School
of 125 members. Col. Robert Reed is
the superintendent, with able assistants
in Mr. 0. B. Caswell as assistant superintendent, and J. B. Breon secretarytreasurer.
The Ladies' Aid Society is a very

active part of church organization and
the financial success of the church is
due largely to the untiring efforts of
this body of women. Mrs. J. E. Breon is
the efficient president of this society
and she is ably assisted by Mrs. J. G.
Ewing, vice-president, Mrs. J. K. Gordon, treasurer and Mrs. J. D. Sherwin,
secretary.
This report would not be complete
without mentioning the Christian Endeavor and Boy Scout organization of
the church.
Mrs. 0. B. Caswell is the advisor of
the Senior Endeavor, with Vernon Clinton as president; Dorothy Dahlquist,
vice president; Aleda Olander, recording
secretary; Leonard Jeffries, treasurer;
Elizabeth Atkisson, chairman missionary
committee; Ivy Berryhill, chairman
prayer committee; Winifred Stilwell,
chairman Social committees; Florence
Stilwell, chairman Information committee and Winifred Dahlquist, pianist. The
Junior Endeavor with Dorothy Jenkins,
president; Frank James Clinton, vice
president; Barbara Blakely, secretary;
and Clarence Powell, treasurer.
The larger boys in the Sunday school
have a Boy Scout organization of 24
members known as Troop 4, with Mr.
0. B. Caswell as scoutmaster.
There is being organized a Junior
scout troop for the younger boys. With
all these organizations working the
church hopes to go on record as helping
to make Ft. Lauderdale a good place in
which to live.

"Whosoever shall not receive the
Kingdom of God as a little child shall
in no wise enter therein."
To those who have a deep and sympathetic insight into the motives and
thoughts of the colored folk, this scripture has a significant meaning. In all
the denominations, there are no people
who accept the Bible in its entirety,
without "taking or adding to" as do
these children of the Black Race. In what
might be considered a crude manner of
interpretation, the great underlying fundamentals are accepted without question
and regeneration with all the other long
terms of "ations" mean little to them,
but they have a perfect understanding

of Sin, Repentance and Forgiveness.
Even to being converted and reconverted,
baptized and rebaptized with an abiding
faith that these manifestations of repentance are acceptable.
They are well versed in the different
creeds of their churches in Ft. Lauderdale
and their church life means much to
them. The Episcopal service is read by
Henry Edgecombe, a man who in the
passing years will be looked back upon
as one who stood for the uplifting of
his race, a layreader of ability and a tireless worker.
It is a matter of great regret that the
few quaint customs of Ft. Lauderdale
are fast passing away, one of the most
interesting is the baptismal service of the
colored people. This ordinance usually
is the culmination of a series of emotional sermons with many converts. On Sunday afternoon they gather at the church
and prepare to march to the beach for
baptism, the candidates being dressed
in long white robes and heads uncovered. The minister, Bible in hand, leading
the way, the march is taken up with
men, women and children following
on foot, with a noticeable absence of
levity. The impressive feature of this custom is the singing. A faint sound of
melody seems to float into the beautiful
Sunday afternoon, and as the procession
approaches the music growing sweeter
and clearer as high sopranos and deep
basses take up one familiar hymn after
another, and as they swing onto the
Boulevard, the music reaches its height
of expression. Oblivious to all surroundings they pour forth their songs of worship, gathering volume and sweetness
until it seems of necessity that there
must be a pause, a lifting of the hat in
reverence for a moment at least, by those
who look upon this scene.
On reaching the Atlantic Ocean a
fiery sermon is delivered by the minister, and the ordinance of baptism administered in the presence of many white
people, some who jeer, and others who
have the understanding of the lives of
these simple believers.
The practical demonstration of their
religion is shown in their great respect
and care for the aged and their unselfish
care of the orphans in their midst.
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Reprinted from The Miami Metropolis (Weekly),
Friday, November 25 and December 2, 1898.

NOTE: The Metropolis' junior editor,
Charles G. Featherly, over the past four
weeks had visited 248 farmers in the
area of "South Dade." The week of No vember 25, 1898, he described his visits
to farmers living north of Miami to New
River. Below is his account of the area
adjacent to or included in present Broward County. While conjectural, there
may not have been anyone living in what
came to be known as Pompano and Deerfield. The junior editor admitted he
may have missed some farms but not
intentionally. This appears to be the
first account of farmers living in this
area.
ON HALLAND PRAIRIE
[EVENTUALLY HALLANDALE]
We found a comfortable settlement
by congenial people upon the edge of
the prairie. They .have one store and a
large commodious boarding house, with
new dwellings in the course of construction. The people here, as elsewhere
in this section, were busy making their
crops, which is tomatoes unless otherwise specified in this report, and is as
follows:
J. M. Bryan, Jr. , 10 acres. Mcintosh
and Paxton, 6 acres. Moseley and Hillyard, 10 acres and 10 acres of pepper,
1 acre of eggplants, 1 acre of beans, 4
acres of Irish potatoes and 4 acres of
cucumber and squash. Charles Anderson, 44 acres. Nelson Carlson, 9 acres.
Sverker Lundberg, 2% acres. S. Sjostrom,
9 acres. S. M. Wright, 3 acres. John Wallace, 4% acres. Thure A. Johnson, 4
acres. A. Larson, 2 acres. O.C.I. Carlson,
2 acres. N. A. Carlson, 9 acres. A. Andrean, 3 acres. L. Timm, 2 acres. Lewis
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and Wm. Norton, 20 acres. W. W. Killam, 4 acres. C.P. Carlson, 2 acres. J . T.
Wofford, 10 acres. Wrn McRae, 5 acres.
H. and A. Geiges, 6 acres. J. P. Owens,
5 acres. [NOTE: A C. M. Ingalls had a
farm at Snake Creek (Biscayne). His
sons Ed and Homer also farmed with
him.]
AT MODELO
[EVENTUALLY DANIA]
At this thriving and beautiful village
we found everyone busy with their
crops. Although the crop here will not
be as extensive as at some of the other
settlements in the county, the prospects
are favorable for a large yield. The following is the acreage that will be cultivated :
James Paulsen, 12 acres. Fred Shaw,
5 acres. Joe Bell, 1 1h acres and 1/2 acre
beans. J. S. Crane, 6 acres. R. Crane, 2
acres. Cearles Chambers 1 acre and 1
acre beans. Hance Johnson, 7 acres and
2 acres beans. Eskilson and Clark, 3
acres and 1 of Irish Potatoes and 4 acres
beans. Clark alone will plant 3 acres of
tomatoes. B. J. Sherrard, 2 acres. Ed
Hill, 2 acres. S. E. James, 2 acres. J.
Randolph, 3 acres.
AT OJUS
[THERE WAS A SCHOOL AT
OJUS IN 1898.]
At Ojus (Big Snake Creek) 6 months
ago there was only the water tank and
section buildings.
Now there is a thriving settlement,
two stores and a school recently established with 15 scholars. These people
here are badly in need of a station house

of some kind, as all fertilizer and other
freight is thrown out without anything as
a shelter. Here we found a large acreage
being cultivated, which is tomatoes unless otherwise specified in this report.
Lightsey and Harrison, 7 acres. [ 15
others farmers are !is ted. ]
LITTLE SNAKE CREEK
At this section of the Ojus country we
found a rich and handsome prairie ,
which is being extensively cultivated.
Goodrich and Bryan [Frank], 6 acres
tomatoes. r21 other farmers are lh;ted.]
FORT LAUDERDALE
Located as it is upon New River and
adjacent to the sound, ocean and House
of Refuge, is certainly a beautiful place,
and the people there take just pride in
pointing out the many points of interest
and advantage surrounding them. We
found the following places located upon
the banks of the river, and composed
largely of rich muck and hammock
lands.
E. T. King
Has 25 acres located about one mile
below the post office [the post office
was located in the present Stranahan
House], upon which he has 7 acres
cleared. He has some orange trees, mangoes, pears, etc., growing. Mr. King will
cultivate five acres of tomatoes.
R. S. King
Has 10 acres, with 3 1h acres cleared,
adjoining the above place, upon which
he has oranges and a miscellaneous lot
of tropical fruit trees growing. He is
growing 2% acres of tomatoes.

0. L. Hardgrove
Has 5 acres very prettily located just
west of the railroad, 2 acres of which
is cleared. He has cocoanut trees, guavas,
etc., growing, and intends making a fine
place. We also found here 1h acre of
pineapples growing and the cultivation
of 1 1/2 acres of beans.
J. W. Bradley
Has 10 acres of land beautifully
located which is all cleared. He will
make a crop of 5 acres of different
kinds of vegetables.
A. J. Wallace
Has a pretty home upon the banks
of the river just across from the post
office. He also has 12 acres about one
mile up the river, upon which he has 4
acres cleared. Here we found about 50
orange trees, 100 dozen pineapples,
limes, guavas, sapodillas, alligators avocado, etc., growing. Mr. Wallace will
cultivate 3 acres of tomatoes, 1 acre
of beans and 1h acre of onions here,
and 3 acres of tomatoes on Brickell
land.
Wm . Marshall
Also has a very prettily located home
across the river from the post office,
besides 10 acres of rich land up the
river just east of the land of Mr. Wallace, which he intends clearing and setting out to fruit trees, principally oranges,
as rapidly as possible. Mr. Marshall will
cultivate on land belonging to W. R.
[L.] Bracknell 1/2 acre of cucumbers,
1 1h acres of tomatoes and 1/.i acre of
peppers.
W. B. Joyce [J. J. Joyce ?}
Has 7 acres 1/2 mile up the south
fork of the river, 6 acres of which is
cleared. Mr. Joyce will cultivate 3 acres
of tomatoes and 1h acre of beans.
L. W. Marshall
Has 75 acres of fine rich land, mostly
hammock, on the south fork, about
25 acres of which has been cleared.
Mr. Marshall is fast making a model
place. He will make a crop of 10 acres
of tomatoes and one acre of mixed
vegetables. The following crop will
also be made by different parties upon
his land: George Brabham, 2 acres tomatoes and 1 acre peppers and beans; J. S.
Boyd, 2 acres tomatoes; Thomas Powell,
3 acres tomatoes; J. E. Marshall, 3 acres
of tomatoes; J. W. Marshall and J. R.
Marsh, 2 acres eggplants; Wm. Marshall,
Ph acres tomatoes.
Marshall and Marsh
Are putting in 2 acres of tomatoes on
the site of Osceola's old camp, and are
putting in 51/2 acres tomatoes 1 1/2 miles
south of Lauderdale.
P. M. Bryan [P. N.}
Has 120 acres of fine land on the
edge of the glades at the head of the
river [was south off Riverland Road
near U.S. Highway 441 - where Gill
built the islands and put homes on

them], with about 6 acres cleared, upon
which he has 500 fine young orange
trees growing. Mr. Bryan will cultivate
4V2 acres of tomatoes and lf2 acre beans
on his land and 2 acres of tomatoes at
"Old Tommie's" camp, just across the
river from Osceola's camp.
Sabata and Bravo [Stephen Bravo]
Have 80 acres at the head of the
river, pleasantly located and fine rich
soil, with a clearing of about 4 acres.
Owing to the absence of these gentlemen we were unable to learn the extent of their crop.
Capt. W. C. Valentine
Modestly asked us not to refer to
his place, and we will simply remark
that the captain has a mighty fine place,
upon which he will cultivate 15 acres
of tomatoes.
C. M. Cam
Is making a crop of 5 acres of tomatoes and 1 of beans on J. N. Bradley's
land, 3,4 mile up the north branch.
W. S. Phillips
Will make a crop of 1 acre of cucum ·
hers on W. R. [L.] Bracknell's land up
the north fork.
Capt. Fromberger
The genial Superintendent of the
House of Refuge has a place at Progresso upon which he has 1h acre of pineapples, and is setting out all kinds of
tropical fruits. He is also cultivating 1
acre of tomatoes on the prairie south
of Lauderdale.
Capt. O'Neal [O'Neill}
One of the old settlers of this section
and former Supt. of House of Refuge,
has a place at Progresso, but owing to
the lack of time we were unable to
visit it, _but understand that he is making
no crop. Capt. O'Neal occupies his time
largely in cruising about the river and
sound with a naptha launch.
Frank Stranahan
Postmaster at Lauderdale, has a
very pretty place on the banks of the
river, and although he is doing no farming, his place is worthy of mention on
account of its typical Florida beauty.
Continuing our work at Modelo of
last week which was cut short because
of the day not being two hours longer,
the Metropolis representative visited
three other places there this week,
being those of F. J. West in "Tiger Tail
Hammock," G. B. Hinckley in "Four
Mile Hammock" and W. B. Ord's pineapple plantation near the Hinckley
place.
We found Mr. West had just completed the placing of an irrigating plant
on his place, which consists of 35 acres
of very rich hammock a mile west of the
[ F.E.C. Railway] station. Mr. West's
plan of irrigating is a pump with a capacity of 150 gallons of water per minute
driven by a 12-horse-power boiler. His

main pipes are 8 1/2-inch and his auxiliary
pipes 3-inch with Ph-inch hose and
3/.i -inch nozzles. This plant has been extended over his 16 acres of young citrus
grove. Mr. West has a pleasant home
and family and is about to make an extensive addition to his residence. Mr.
West's place has not been under improve ment two years, yet great advancement
has been made. It will be one of the
crack places of the county in a few
years. There are now growing upon the
place 16 acres of citrus fruits and three
acres of pineapples. Mr. West will cultivate this year six acres of tomatoes, one
acre of eggplant and 1 1h acres of beans
in his hammock.
At Mr. Hinckley's hammock we note
a truly tropical home. For his own quarters he has a gem of a log cabin built
on artistic lines and supplied with modern conveniences. It is a perfect dell
surrounded with every description of
tropical plants money can purchase.
Everything is constructed on artistic
lines with a view to pleasing the eye and
producing a sense of rest and quiet when
Mr. Hinckley seeks its seclusion from his
business cares at Savannah and Waycross, Ga. We notice here a banyon [sic]
tree of most wonderful growth which
in itself is worth a long walk to visit.
Another species of tree not common in
our hammocks is the West India silk
cotton tree, a most peculiar tree in its
growth. Mr. Hinckley's hammock consists of about seven acres in the form of
a circle in the midst of a pine ridge.
It is divided in the centre by the railroad. An irrigating plant has been introduced. J. J. Joyce has the management
of the place which shows great care
in its cultivation. On the prairie nearby
Mr. Hinckley is having cultivated 15
acres of tomatoes, two of beans, and
1 V2 of eggplant. He has in all 80 acres
of his own and besides owns 80 acres
of prairie land in association with J.
P. Gibson of Saratoga, N. Y.
About 40 rods west of Mr. Hinckley's is the pineapple plantation of
W. B. Ord, consisting of about two
acres under half shade. Mr. Ord has
three varieties of pineapples growing
which are very uncommon. One is the
Giant Kew, which grows to the weight
of 25 pounds. Another is the Red and
Green Ceylon which Mr. Ord secured
from the island of that name in the
Indian Ocean. The third is a pineapple
variegated in colors. The plant as well
as the fruit runs by graduation from
one color to another and is a most
handsome plant. The Giant Kew is a
smooth plant similar to the Smooth
Cayenne. Instead of producing one
sucker as does the Cayenne, it produces
from six to 10 and therefore multiplies
very fast.
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Reprinted from The Tropical Sun (West Palm Beach),
Thursday, December 14, 21, 28, 1899.

My next stop was at Deerfield and
here I spent a very pleasant day under the
hospitable roof of Mr. G. A. Kunze, a
Marion County Cracker who showed his
good judgment not only in making the
Banner County of Florida his home, but
also in selecting a piece of land which is
adapted to both the culture of vegetables
and citrus fruits; his crop this year will
be ten acres of tomatoes, four acres of
beans, and one and one-half acres of
cucumbers, his land is rich hummock and
he intends to plant ten acres of it next
year in orange and grapefruit.
Mr. Kunze's next neighbor is Mr. J.
C. Holly, also a Marion County Cracker,
who is planting this season twelve acres
in tomatoes and two in beans; he has one
and one· half acres in pines [pineapples)
which are very fine. Mr. Holly has been at
Deerfield only two years and tells me
that during that time he has killed twentysix deer and forty-nine turkeys; hence
the name of this place is no misnomer. I
bade Mr. Kunze and his estimable wife
goodbye, flagged the train and got off
at what is the most wonderful station on
the F.E.C. Ry., and in the judgment of
many, destined to be the most important.
[Page one of the· December 21, 1899
issue of The Tropical Sun, containing the
greater part of the information on Pompano, is missing from the microfilm copy
of that newspaper. This account picks
up on page eight of the paper with a partial listing of Pompano area farmers.)
. . . Hosford, 2 acres; C. F. Peacock,
2.5 acres; 0. V. Braley, 2.25 acres; G. W.
Smith, 3 acres; Alford, Jones and McCon ·
nell, 4 acres; C. F. Haile, 10 acres, J. S.
Collins, 8 acres; M. T. Whidby, 3 acres;
I. I. Hardy, 5 acres; A. C. Smith, 5 acres;
and J. J. Dykes, 2.5 acres.
Pompano's Cracker Hoe Brigade will
class up with that of any other on the
East Coast, and if not harassed by Jack
Frost, will make a crop which will prove
to the world that they do not over·
estimate their land. My old friend Dykes
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brought me over to the station, where 1
flagged the train and got off at Ft. Laudderdale.
It did not take me long to discover
that here was the very place I had been
looking for. My long tramps of the previous week had completely tuckered me
out, and I spent four very pleasant days
here in taking life easy. I put up with
Mr. Frank Stranahan, and to say he made
my visit one to be long remembered ex- '
actly expresses it. He has one of the prettiest places in Dade County, and it has
to be seen in order to be appreciated.
I did not have a lonely moment at "Bachelor's Retreat," and if some of the fair sex
does not capture him and change the
name of the place (which I christened) I
will certainly accept this kind invitation
to make him another visit. We had our
meals across the river at the residence of
Mr. A. J. Wallace, and I found both banks
of New River equally attractive. Mr. Wallace is a Cracker and his good wife a
New Yorker; and if anyone doubts this
being a good combination, let him come
here and see how badly mistaken he is.
Mr. Wallace is also farming and says there
is only one thing to prevent him making
some money this winter, viz., a freeze.
Another reason for being so favorably
impressed with Fort Lauderdale was on
account of the number of Volusia County
people who are living here. I met all of
them except Hon. P. N. Bryan, his place
being so far distant to take in on this trip;
however, I had the pleasure of hearing
from him; his son, R. A. Bryan, came
after the mail, and from him I learned
that they had some very rich hammock
on the border of the Everglades, where
they intended to make a "Volusia County
orange grove," and would set out fourteen acres in orange and grapefruit trees
next year. They also have six acres of
tomatoes growing nicely and will plant
six more acres in a winter crop.
J_ W., N.H. and H. D. Braddock, three
Volusia County Crackers, are also near

the Everglades. I met these gentlemen at
the railroad wharf, where they had come
with a boat to get some supplies. They
informed me that they had eight acres
planted in tomatoes, and when they
finished shipping them intended to set
five acres in orange trees. N. L. and F. J.
Alexander and Mr. Geo. Woodward, also
Volusia County people, are farming here;
they will plant seven acres in tomatoes.
Found the land on New River to be
nearly all hammock and visited every
farm, excepting those already noted, and
found many crops of beans, eggplants,
and tomatoes nearly ready to ship. Mr.
J. C. Stewart has ten .acres planted in a
varied crop of vegetables. Capt. W. C.
Valentine has three acres in tomatoes,
which he will be shipping the later part
of the month, and three acres which will
ripen in February. I spent some time with
the Captain and was very much interested
in all that he showed me. Mr. W. P. Cox
has two acres in tomatoes; Mr. W. S.
Phillips has three acres in tomatoes. I
found Mr. L. W. Marshall, who moved
here from Sumter County, a gentleman
of the old school; he was hard at work
when I called, but took time to show
me over his place and informed me that
his crop this season would be two acres
of eggplants and ten of tomatoes. Mr.
J. F. Powell and Mr. J. M. Tillman, the
former a Georgia and the latter a Sumter
County Cracker, are farming together;
they will plant eight acres in tomatoes .
Adjoining their farm is that of Mr.
M. A. Marshall, of Jefferson County.
I found Mr. Marshall breaking up a pretty tough piece of hammock, and was
plowing the best horse I have seen south
of Sewall's Point. I looked at him and
then at the horse and concluded that if
the horse broke down he could pull the
plow himself. He will plant twelve acres
in tomatoes. Mr. N. F. Young, of Sumter"
County, has 2.5 acres in tomatoes; Mr.
H. Powers, of Madison County, has 3
acres in tomatoes, and Mr. T. S. Kennedy,
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who moved here from North Carolina, is
planting 2.5 acres in tomatoes; Mr. R. F.
Bellamy, of Sumter County, has 2 acres
'in tomatoes; Mr. W. H. [L.] Bracknell,
'2 acres in tomatoes. I finished my day's
'work by calling on Mr. Wm. Marshall,
who came here from Sumter County,
·and with his two sons will plant this
:season five acres in tomatoes.
I found these gentlemen hard at work
in their field, but on handing them my
card they remarked that their day's work
was about finished and we opened up a
very pleasant conversation which was
made more so by Mr. W. H. Marshall
joining us. This gentleman informed me
that he was a kinsman of all the Marshalls
living here, and I think he said he came to
Dade from Jefferson County, and that his
crop this year would be 6.5 acres, principally tomatoes. From vegetables, hammock and muck land our conversation
turned to politics, and it did not take me
long to figure out that Hon. Wm. Jennings Bryan will sweep Fort Lauderdale;
that Col. R. W. Davis will do the same,
and Hon. Dennet could rest easy if every
precinct in Florida had such loyal supporters as he has on the border of the
Everglades.
Had the pleasure of meeting Capt.
J. H. Fromberger and wife, who came to
Stranahan and Co.'s to do some shopping.
He is the keeper of the House of Refuge
at the Inlet, but 'is also growing vegetables, and has planted two acres in tomatoes. I called at the store of Mr. J. W.
Marshall, who recently came here from
Georgia and purchased the store of Mr.
J. N. Brantley; he says that he is well
pleased with the change and that his business thus far had been very good. Mr.
Stranahan, of Stranahan and Co., told
me that his sales were very satisfactory
and he had no complaints to make. I
said goodbye to Mr. Stranahan and Mr.
and Mrs. Wallace with real regret, and I
shall most certainly avail myself of their
kind invitation to visit them again.
My next drive was across the country
to Dania, and made my first stop at the
farm of Mr. W. B. Ord, a Canadian who
has cast his lot with the people of this
great country. He kindly showed me over
his place and called my attention to a
variety of pines of which he is very
proud, and one of which I had never
before seen. He stated that they were
Ceylon pines, and that he had imported
them from India. He has four acres of
pines, one of which is shedded; he also
has three acres in tomatoes. My next
stop was at the farm of Mr. G. B. Hinck ley, of Savannah, Ga., where I met Mr.
R. L. Standler, who has charge of the
place. He kindly showed me over it, and
I must say that it is very pretty. He has
3 acres in tomatoes, .50 acre in eggplants,
3 acres of orange trees four years old, 2
acres two years old, and will plant 5 more

acres in oranges and grapefruit trees. He
has also 2 acres of pines. There are several
live oaks on the place and a large variety
of flowers. Mr. Standler invited me to
dine with him and showed me every
courtesy. He has four acres of tomatoes
of his own, which are cared for by his
brother-in -law, Mr. J. R. Lancaster, of
Lafayette County, who also has five
acres planted in tomatoes.
My next stop was at the store of Mr.
J. W. Clark, and when I handed him my
card he said he had just finished reading
the last issue of The Sun and was very
much interested in all that I had written
of the country north of Pompano. He
kindly placed a horse and buggy at my
disposal and had his son Master Elmer,
go with me to the fields in this section.
The first place we drove to was Mr.
Clark's plantation. He has twenty -five
acres planted in a varied crop, making
tomatoes the principal one. We then
drove over to the farm of Mr. F. A.
Shau, of Chicago, when I met his manager, Mr. John F. Begeher, who showed
me five acres of tomatoes which will
soon be ready to ship. My next call was
at the farm of Mr. S. Keller, of St. Augustine, where his foreman, Wm. McRae
(colored), has four acres of tomatoes
looking very fine.
At this point we tied our horse, took a
canoe and landed at Tiger-Tail Hummock,
owned by Mr. A. W. Beed, of Hampton,
Iowa. I found his superintendent, Mr.
R. S. King, on the place, who, on learning
that I was from his old county (Volusia) ,
assured me that it would afford him
much pleasure to show me over the place.
He has fifteen acres of orange, grapefruit
and lemon trees under steam irrigation,
and I do not remember ever having seen a
healthier or more vigorous lot of young
trees; they are all budded on sour stock
obtained in the hummock, and some of
them are bearing. I asked Mr. King how
old they were and was astounded to hear·
him answer that "eight acres of them
were budded three years ago, and seven
acres two years ago." I understand
it is the intention of Mr. Beed to enlarge
this grove and when he visits his place
this winter and sees how nicely his trees
are growing, I have no doubt but that he
will make a grove of the entire hummock.
In Mr. King he has a man who thoroughly
understands the correct methods of growing citrus fruits, and I want to say to
many people who have asked me relative
to citrus trees, that in every community
I have visited there are a number of
people who formerly resided in Volusia,
Orange, Lake or some other county in
the old orange belt of the State, and if
they will follow Mr. Beed's example and
get one of these men to manage their
place they will have no trouble in makinl!
an orange grove. Mr. Beed has about
three acres of pines, one acre of egg-

plants, and half an acre of tomatoes.
Mr. James Paulsen, a Dane, has three
acres in tomatoes, which are well advanced; he has quite a number of peach
trees, also some guavas, and is ex perimenting with casava. I found this gentleman to be a practical gardener, and
shall watch with interest his experiment
with peach trees in this climate. I visited
the Seminole Starch Works and regret
that the manager, Mr. C. Eskilson, was
absent; however, I learned from Mr.
Clark that they make a very fine grade
of starch food and find a ready market
for it in the North ; and in this State the
C. B. Rogers Co., of Jacksonville handle
a large amount of their goods and say
that it gives perfect satisfaction. Mr. I.
Henneberg has an acre and a half in
eggplants and tomatoes.
I was the recipient of many little courtesies at the hands of Mr. Clark and his
estimable wife and appreciate their kind ness very highly. Mr. Clark is using his
utmost endeavors to show people that
the land of Dania is as good as any on
the East Coast, and says that this season's
crop will prove that he is right. With men
like him there is no such word as fail,
hence I expect to see his prediction
verified.
Leaving Dania I drove across the
country to Hallandale and stopped at
the hotel of the Halland Land Company,
operated by Mr. 0. Zetterlund, the
manager of the Land Company. This
gentleman was absent on business at St. '
Augustine, and I regret very much that I
did not have the pleasure of meetine him;
however, my two day's sojourn at his
comfortable hostelry was made very
pleasant by the people he left in charge.
I found -this to be one of the most interesting and prosperous communities
which I have visited, every one seemed
perfectly contented with his surround--ings, and especially so with his land The
acreage in vegetables will be larger
this year than last, and many of the
crops are well advanced. The "never
say die" Cracker is largely in evidence
here, but the greater number of the
truckers are Swedes; they are a polite,
good natured and hard working people
and get along very nicely with their
Cracker neighbors.
Mr. L. H. 0. Sjostrom has a general
merchandise store and tells me that
his business is much better this year
than it was at the same time last year.
His cousin, Mr. C. E. Sjostrom, assists
him in the store. Mr. Sjostrom owns a
one half interest in the commodious
packing house near the railroad track
and is also interested in farming; he has
10 acres in tomatoes, 5 acres in pineapples, and 5 acres in orange trees.
Mr. Tatem Wofford, a handsome
young Cracker, has a ar~ry store here
and says that his business is very good
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and he has no reason to complain; he
is assisted in his store by Mr. J. B. Wof·
ford, who is also agent of the Southern
Express Co. Both of these gentlemen
are also interested in farming, the former
has five acres and the latter one and one·
half acres in tomatoes.
My first visit here was to the farm of
Mr. N. C. Pike, a good looking young
Cracker who moved here from Lake
County and is planting 3 acres in toma·
toes. I found this gentleman in his field
making the weeds hum, and as I drew
near him thought that _he was my friend
J. S. Peters; he works like Jim and looks
like him and evidently seemed compli ·
men ted when I spoke of the resemblance.
I walked over to the next field where I
shook hands with Mr. G. G. Steffe and
Mr. J. E. Mosely, who came here from
Osceola County; these gentlemen will
plant four acres in tomatoes. I found
my friend, W. E. Norton, in his field
plowing; he informed me that he would
plant fifteen acres this season, principally tomatoes. In the next field I found
his father, Mr. E. B. Norton, hard at
work; he will plant five acres in tomatoes.
The next field is operated by Mr. Wm.
Cook, a Canadian, who is planting four
acres in tomatoes; all of Mr. Cook's
neighbors are Crackers, and in a short
while he will be a genuine one him·
self. Adjoining Mr. Cook's farm is that of
my friend, Mr. W. W. Kellam, who
moved here from Sumter County and
is a fine specimen of a man as one will
meet in a day's walk; he will plant five
acres in tomatoes. Adjoining Mr. Kellam's farm I found his handsome friend,
J. S. Peters, wielding a hoe as gracefully
and as easily as a dude does a golf stick;
his crop will be ten acres, principally
tomatoes. There was something in Jim's
looks which at first I could not understand, but after sizing him up, and noting
the far away look in his evil eye, made a
guess at what was the trouble with him;
and that night while talking with some
friends in Tatem Wofford's store, found
out that I had diagnosed his case correctly. Confidentially, boys, Jim looks
just like a fellow who intends to desert
the ranks of bachelors.
This finished my morning's tramp on
the prairie, and after dinner, in company
with my friend, Walter Goodson, we
walked over to Tiger Tail Island, a distance of two miles, where I had the
pleasure of meeting Mr. J. T. Wofford,
a gentleman of the old school, and one
with whom it is an honor to talk. I found
Mr. Wofford at his packing house, and
having just finished making some crates
of tomatoes, remarked that his day's
work was just about finished and in·
vited me to look over his place with
him. He has a very fine piece of ham·
mock land, and has ten acres in toma ·
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toes, some of them now bearing; he
thinks his land is adapted to the growth
of citrus fruits and intends to make an
orange grove next year. I asked him
how he stood in regard to building a
rock road the entire length of the County, and he answered that he favored it,
even to the extent of issuing bonds, if
necessary to build it; that he was constitutionally opposed to issuing bonds,
but in this case would vote to bond
the County, believing that it would
be a debt the next generation could
well afford to help pay.
Mr. Wofford walked with us to the
farm of his son, Mr. J. B. Wofford, who
showed me seven acres of the best tomatoes I have thus far seen. Ordinarily a
Fall crop yields from 200 to 250 crates
per acre, but competent judges estimate

his crop at not less than 350 crates per
acre; he is also making an orange grove
and believed that his hummock is the
place to do it. Wm. Randolph (colored)
has five acres in tomatoes, some of
them are bearing. I met Mr. Chas. Williams, who has charge of the ditching ,
for the Halland Land Company, and\.i
he informed me that the fall here was
ample to drain every acre of ground
they owned, and thus far every ditch
they had dug had been a success.
My next visit was to the field of
Mr. J. H. Nutt, who came here from
Lake County. Mr. Nutt knows how
to work and is not afraid to tackle
prairie land; he tells me that he will
plant 10 acres in tomatoes. Mr. E. B.
Cooper, of Citrus County, and Mr. J.
H. Jackson are farming together; they
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will plant 10 acres in tomatoes.
My friend, Walter Goodson, a Putnam County boy, and one of the best
fellows in Dade County, will plant four
acres in tomatoes. Messrs. K. and A.
Gieger will plant eight acres in tomatoes.
The next morning my visit was to the
. Southern part of the prairie, which is
being cultivated almost entirely by
Swedes; some of them are naturalized
and they make good law-abiding, sober
and industrious citizens. Nearly every
one of them is a practical gardener and
they do their work in the most thorough
manner. My first stop was the field of
Miss Selma Eliason, where I found
Mr. John Anderson, who in addition
to farming three acres of tomatoes, is
taking care of one acre for Miss Eliason. Mr. K. S. Helmberg has three acres
in tomatoes and M. Johnson two acres.
A short walk brought me to the field
of Mr. T. A. Johnson, who is planting
ten acres in tomatoes. I had quite an interesting talk with this gentleman and
found him well informed on the current events of the day. When I solicited
his subscription to The Sun, he asked,
"Is that an independent paper?" Now
my former life in the metropolis of the
great West caused me to know that the
majority of naturalized Swedes affiliated
with the Republican party, and knowing
that The Sun is as true and Joyal to
Democracy as the needle is to the pole,
thought that my answer would cause me
to lose a subscriber in this field, but I
answered him frankly by telling him
that if he subscribed for The Sun he
would get as true a Democratic paper
as any published in the State. "That
is all right, but is that paper independent?" My answer to this question was
that the Editor of The Sun wore no
man's collar, and he published his paper
in the interest of the people of Dade
County, and that with him a poor man
was as good as a rich man. "Then I will
take that paper." In this connection
it affords me pleasure to state that I
have heard a number of people say
substantially what I stated to Mr. Johnson, and I secured over fifty subscriptions by making an honest answer to
people who differ with the political policy
of The Sun by telling them that if they
bought it they would get a paper that
was Democratic 365 days in each year.
Mr. S. Lundberg, a handsome young
Swedish Cracker, has five acres of prairie
land; he has one acre in tomatoes and one
acre in cucumbers which are nearly
ready to ship; he will plant three acres
in tomatoes for a winter crop. This
young gentleman is a naturalized citizen
and has mastered the English language
thoroughly. Mr. John Timm will plant
two acres in tomatoes. Mr. C. E. Nelson
will plant five acres in tomatoes. Mr.

J. V. Cyren has one acre in bearing
cucumbers which are the finest I have
seen in the county; he also has one
acre in tomatoes which will be ready
to ship by January 1st, and has three
acres prepared for a winter crop of
tomatoes. Mr. John L. Larson has three
acres planted in tomatoes. Mr. Carl
Zetterland will plant ten acres in tomatoes, and Mr. Otto Johnson two acres
in tomatoes. L. S. Knight (colored)
is planting three acres in tomatoes, and
Chas. Rose (colored) two acres in tomatoes. Mr. John Wallace, who came here
from Ohio, has 21h acres in tomatoes
which are bearing.
That afternoon, in company with my
friend, John A. MacRae, we walked over
to his field where he showed me his prospects for this season, and to say the least
they look very bright. He and his brother Will are by far the largest truckers
at Hallandale; they are planting twenty
acres in tomatoes and two in potatoes;
besides, they have leased twenty acres
of their land, which is being farmed on
shares, and under John's supervision. My
acquaintance with him dates back nearly
thirty years, and he was always a wholesouled generous fellow, but an imprudent
one, and at this late day is trying to make
amends for the latter. In the seventies
John was the possessor of a figure which
could be likened to Apollo's. At the
close of the nineties I find him tipping
the beam at 210 pounds, and I asked
him how he became so stout. His answer
was a very explicit one; said he, "The
trouble is, Sam, I went North and Jived
too long on Berkshires; had I stayed in
Florida and stuck to razorbacks I would
now have a figure like brother Will,
John Nutt, Will Norton or, in fact like
any of these good looking Crackers
around here; but I am trainine: do~; I
take this long walk every day, never look
at a horse and buggy, and as for Berkshires, won't even look at one of Ar'
mour's cars when it passes here."
I next visited the field of Mr. Ellwood
Dudley, a Pennsylvanian, who is preparing three acres of prairie to plant in tomatoes. A. W. Jones, Theo Brown and W.
Parry are three Jerseyites who will plant
twenty-two acres in a winter crop,
making tomatoes the principal one. I
found these gentlemen hard at work in
their respective fields, and they informed me that their stay in Florida depended
on the amount of money they could
earn per acre on this land. On my return
to the station I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. J. M. Bryan, Jr., who had brought
in a load of tomatoes to ship North. He
stated that he was farming on hummock
land near the Everglades, and that his
crop this season comprises two acres of
eggplants and five acres of tomatoes;
that he thought his land was suited to

the growth of citrus fruits and that each
year he would set out some orange trees;
that his nearest neighbor, Mr. N. C.
Bryan, had in a crop of two acres in eggplants and four in tomatoes.
Mr. Chas. A. Erickson, the obliging
postmaster here, is also engaged in
trucking. I visited his field and found
his partner, Mr. A. Andreu, picking
tomatoes; they have eight acres which
are very fine. Hallandale's Hoe Brigade
will class up with any set of men in the
County, and some of them claim that
they will raise and ship more tomatoes
from here than any station on the F.E.C.
railroad. I warned them that I intended
to print the above assertion, and that as
The Sun has thirty-one subscribers at
Pompano, many of whom are from Tom
Johnson's bailiwick, they would find out
whether they were "limbing" or not, in
other words, Pompano's Cracker Hoe
Brigade would bet them good hard dolJars that their section will take the blue
ribbon for raising the biggest crop of
any place in Dade County. They replied
that some of them knew Tom Johnson
in his palmy days, and while they did
not have as much sporting blood in their
veins, they had just as little rabbit's
blood as that gentleman has. Now if
Jack Frost does not come along and
cool matters off there is sure to be a
"hot time" in this neck of the woods.
- S. 0. Fitts

Farming tomatoes in Dania, early 1900s.
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Packinghouses were important businesses and gathering places
at the turn of the century. The T.H. Chapman packinghouse
in Pompano (above) was photographed in 1904, and the L.W.
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Marshall packinghouse in Fort Lauderdale (below) in January
1902. Can anyone identify any of the people in either of these
photos?

Reprinted from The Miami Metropolis
(Weekly), Friday, December 4, 1903, pg. 3
Dr. J. J. Harris of Sanford, the veteran,
but hustling newspaper man for the
Palm Beach News is doing some excellent work for that newspaper by visiting
and writing up the various towns in the
county and at the same time adding large
numbers of subscribers to the already
fine list which the News has.
In the last number he has some very
interesting notes about Ft. Lauderdale
and her people which we take the liberty
of partially reproducing for the informa·
tion of the Metropolis readers.
Fort Lauderdale is located on the FEC
Railway about 25 miles north of Miami,
and right on the banks of that beautiful
stream New River, which is so convenient for the transportation of the
thousands of crates of vegetables and
which are every year grown on the large
bodies of unexcelled farming lands
lying along its banks, of the nativity, time
of residence here and acreage of the
leading growers, mention is made of the
following:
L. W. Marshall is a Georgian, has been
in the state eight years, and is pleasantly
located with his family on the margin
of the river. He has about seven acres
in squash and cabbage, and will put
out, of the various market vegetables,
about 50 acres. Mr. Marshall, being an
experienced grower, will doubtlessly in
the future, continue to make money, as
he has heretofore.
M. A. Marshall, Georgian, has a farm
on the river about three miles from Ft.
Lauderdale. He states that the Osceola
Fruit and Vegetable Company, of which
he is a member, will put up at Ft. Lauderdale, at an early date, the largest and best
equipped packinghouse on the East
Coast.
A. F. Null and Sons are Missourians
by birth. This is Mr. Null's first effort
at truck growing, he having spent the
12 years of residence in this state at
carpentering, his trade. He and the
two sons will put in seven acres and are
hard at work. The father, mother and two
sons live on a houseboat anchored in
front of their farm.

V. F. Young, H. J. Harby, S. S. Moody
and A. E. Cannon, all Floridians, will
cultivate in partnership 15 acres of muckland in cabbage, eggplants and tomatoes.
W. H. Marshall, who is the justice
of the peace, is a Georgian by birth.
He has not determined his exact acreage,
but will plant tomatoes, eggplants, etc.,
in connection with T. J. Wilson, also a
Georgian.
J. M. Bryan, Florida, nine years on
East Coast, 10 acres of tomatoes and two
acres of potatoes. Mr. Bryan says he has
made money.
V. M. Craig, Florida, and J. W. Keever,
North Carolina, will cultivate in partnership four acres, principally tomatoes.
They are both bachelors, but don't think
they will continue such long.
J. W. Braddock, Florida, four years on
East Coast- six acres of tomatoes.
B. B. Raulerson, Florida, four years on
East Coast -six acres of tomatoes.
G. A. Dasher, Georgia, D. Raulerson,
Florida, W. Raulerson, Florida, two, four
and one-half acres respectively.
A. J. Wallace, North Carolina, has been
on the East Coast eight years, having
come in advance of the railroad. Has two
acres in pineapples and will plant sixeight acres in vegetables.
A. H. Butts and W. E. Butts, Floridians, young men, and brothers, have
but lately arrived and are now living in a
houseboat. Will plant four acres in
tomatoes.
S. A. Moore and son W. R. Moore, of
Massachusetts, are cropping in partnership and have a large area of the very
best quality muckland in tomatoes,
eggplant, etc. Their crop is the most
advanced seen in the trip. They are
shipping tomatoes and will ship eggplants soon. It is difficult to conceive
of anything more superb than Mr.
Moore's crop.
Mr. M. C. Goodwin of Missouri is
trucking as well as boat building and
carpentering. He has been in the state
24 years and has never been sick a day.
F. C. Fisher, Florida, will plant five
acres.

W. L. Bracknell, a South Carolinian,
came here eight years ago in advance of
the railroad. With himself, there were
about eight persons on New River then.
He has been trucking ever since the railroad came, and will put in 10 acres this
season. He owns a fleet and well-constructed launch which he will use in his
business.
C. L. Mattox, a Georgian, will plant
five acres; Will Rouse, Florida, 10-15
acres; J. G. Farrell [Farrow] , Georgia,
5-6 acres. The last three persons the
writer did not see, but was given the
above data by neighbors who spoke of
them as energetic, successful growers.
Mr. F. R. Oliver, manager of the finn
Oliver and Company, is a North Carolinian by birth and came to the East Coast
eight years ago, in advance of the building
of the railroad. The Company has already
planted 10 acres, now in a thriving growing condition, and will put in 20 acres
more of prairie land and 25 acres in
muck. In cooperation with P. N. Bryan,
the Company is constructing a tram road,
which will extend from the river to Mr.
Bryan's orange grove, passing through the
Company's lands and about one mile of
muck, and will greatly benefit other
truckers besides the builders. Mr. Oliver
has been quite successful, has a nice
home in Ft. Lauderdale, and is hopeful
of the future. He thinks 300 crates of
tomatoes on prairie land and 500 on the
muck is about the average yield.
J. H. Smith, Florida, a late arrival, will
plant three acres.
D. F. Howell, a North Carolinian by
birth , is the efficient and accomodating,
agent for the FEC Railway at Ft. Lauderdale.
E. T. King, Georgia, has been on the
East Coast eight years. He is a contractor
and builder and trucks as a sideline. He
has been conducting the donation dredge
work in Little River, New River, Cypress
Creek and Hillsboro River. Mr. King looks
upon this work as of great value, like so
many others that have been fostered by
Mr. Flagler.
C. B. Rawlins, Florida, has been on the
East Coast two years. He is a carpenter,
working with Mr. King, and also carries
on a truck farm of about five acres.
Mr. Frank Stranahan, who is one of
the most energetic and useful citizens of
Ft. Lauderdale, is an Ohioan by birth.
When he came to New River 10 ye&lS
ago there were only two settlers there. He
does an extensive mercantile business
and has just completed a store near the
depot, 32x75 feet, with a capacious hall
above. He is the postmaster and will move
the office very soon to his new building,
where it will be much more convenient
to the patrons. Ft. Lauderdale is fortunate in having so enterprising and publicspirited citizen as Mr. Stranahan.
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Facts about Fort Lauderdale
and Broward County
Reprinted from the Fort Lauderdale Herald,
Friday, December 16, 1921, page 2
The man seeking a home, a permanent
abiding place, a winter home, or location
for business naturally is curious as to the
conditions in any community he may be
considering. Lauderdale and Broward
County invite the critical investigation of
such men. Our confidence in our commu ·
nity makes us positive that closer scrutiny
will cause many fine men and women to
decide on this county as a location for a
home. The Herald will attempt to set
forth the advantages of Lauderdale and
Broward County in a series of ten adver·
tisements of which this is the first num ·
ber.
COLEE HAMMOCK
"Colee Hammock, Mary Brickell's subdivision of part of the North Half of
Section 11, Township 50, South, Range
42, East" is a prosaic-sounding title for
a pretentious sub·division to a splendid
town in these days when even an ordinary
pineland sand sub-division miles from
nowhere is called "Vista Something or
Other," and "By the Sea" is tacked onto
the handle of anything from the Everglades to the Dixie Highway, and "Bayside Park" may be miles from a bay or
park, present or prospective.
But there is some authentic history
and a wealth of legend and a touch
of sentiment connected with the title,
and Colee Hammock, Mary Brickell's
Sub-Division, it is destined to remain.
Situated between Fort Lauderdale and
the beach with the Boulevard to the
Beach running directly through it, with
the beautiful, deep and curving New
River and historic Tarpon Bend forming
the southern boundary, it is in the direct
line of most rapid growth for residences
of the better class.
Held by the Brickells for years while
the original town and many sub-divisions
were being developed, it has been the
subject of thousands of inquiries by
prospective homeseekers and investors,
but only occasionally would the Brickells
allow some favored friend to acquire a
lot in the sub-division. This summer
Baxter and Clancy purchased two blocks,
which they are developing, and the remainder of the unsold lots, numbering
about 450, were purchased by Messrs.
M.A. Hortt and R.E. Dye, who are clear-
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ing the lots, paving the streets full width,
putting in sidewalks and water mains,
lining the streets with palms, and putting
it on the market complete and beautiful.
The Hammock will remain largely as
Nature created it, and it is hard to improve upon Nature at this place. The
large, towering oaks covered with Spanish
moss and brightened with the brilliant
and curious air plants bring exclamations
of delight from all visitors. And Tarpon
Bend, with its hundreds of rolling, sporting tarpon, makes a point of interest
where sightseers love to congregate. And
the canal front offers an inspiring view of
the river, which widens rapidly at this
point, and Lake Mabel and New River
Sound and the Coast Guard Station in the
distance.
Colee Hammock contains some of the
highest elevations in the county, and it is
one of the few places where a basement
house can be successfully used.
Colee Hammock adds another bright
gem to the many attractive and beautiful
sub-divisions which the realtors will have
to show the visitors this winter.

IDLEWYLD- LAUDERDALE'S
LOCATION DELUXE
Two years ago Idlewyld was a vague,
unnamed idea. It was a swamp and a
dream.
It was a swamp of mud covered with
a hopeless, tangled growth of buttonwood and mangrove - a jungle and a blot
on the face of nature.
It was a dream; a beautiful, daring and
magnificent dream of the time when
energy and money and vision of man
would combine to create from this vast
jungle a place of wondrous beauty.
Dreams do come true. Today Idlewyld
is a reality. Down where deep and beauti ful New River widens to meet the bay it
is a trim, new sub-division, with curving
shorelines of white coral rock sea wall,
with canal and lake entirely its own, and
already dotted with palms and pines and
flowers and beautiful homes.
The start toward the realization of this
dream was made in January, 1920, when
M.A. Hortt and R.E. Dye purchased these
waste tracts of land from the various

owners, and in February the organization
which was to undertake the biggest
development in Broward County was
formed.
The stockholders are Thos. N. Stillwell, Wm. H. Morsches, R.D. Kaufman,
and Ernest N. Hill, all of Anderson,
Ind., and M.A. Hortt and R.E. Dye, of
this city.
The actual work of reclamation was
started February 7, 1920, when a force
of men with axes were put to work in
mud and muck, leveling the dense growth
of mangrove and buttonwood, and worked for weeks while wise doubting-Thomases shook their heads and audibly wondered what kind of a real estate bluff
was being staged now.
In May dredges with "clam shell"
and "orange peel" buckets began to take
big bites in the mud and pile it up in
levees around the edge of the tract to
form a bulkhead behind which hundreds
of thousands of cubic yards of dirt and
mud were to be pumped to make the
fill of solid land which in a few months
was to be ready for the builder and the
investor.
Thousands of cubic yards of rock were
brought down on big barges from the
Everglade canals, and a beautiful rustic
sea wall of white coral rock was built
around the entire bay and river front.
On June 30, the big, oil- burning
suction dredge "Tuscawilla" laid its
lines of pipe and began pumping a teninch stream of mud, water and sand
"over the top," working twenty- four
hours a day pumping the mud from the
bottom of New River, deepening the bay,
making it an excellent place for boating
and fishing and a snug protected harbor
for pleasure yachts and boats of all
kinds, and at the same time converting
a useless waste of swamp into what will
eventually be one of the most beautiful
spots in all Florida.
Wide streets and avenues from 50 to
75 feet have been laid out and paved
and bordered with nearly a thousand
coconut trees, alternating with hibiscus,
to give it a dash of color.
f
Idlewyld is bounded on the north by
Las Olas Boulevard, which runs from Fort
Lauderdale to the beach. To the north

of the Boulevard is a canal. which will
be widened and deepened, making a safe
and convenient anchoring place for
yachts. To the east of ldlewyld is New
River Sound, which is a part of the
Inland Waterway from Boston to Key
West, and just across the sound, Las Olas
Beach. It was this spot, using the sound
and ldlewyld as a background, that
D.W. Griffith, noted motion picture
producer, chose as the location of his
scenic triumph, "The Idol Dancer,"
and where he took many of the scenes
for "The Love Flower." Mr. Griffith,
after searching the world for beauty
spots, said, "Your New River, with its
frequent mirror effects, is the most
beautiful I have ever seen, and I have
seen some rivers." The mirror effects
of the New River are a constant delight.
Canoeing over its quiet surface of a still
morning, the silver mirror reflects with
perfect outline and even added color the
stately palms, the beautiful homes, the
flying waterfowl and the bright disc
of the sun, and looking down in the
bright emerald green waters, the rock
sea wall seems to rise from its depths
with the fish swimming up its face as
though climbing until they dart away
before the shadow of your canoe.
To the south is the deep and mysterious New River, and in the distance,
Lake Mabel, its broad and glittering
surface dotted with tiny magical little
islands like a handful of jewels thrown
broadcast. Lake Mabel is the home of
the Manatee or Sea Cow, a great curiosi·
ty , which is now practically extinct in
all other waters of the world, but which
are here in large numbers and are given
almost sacred protection by all anglers
and sportsmen.
On the west of ldlewyld a 50-foot
canal has been constructed, connecting
New River with a little Jake, one of nature's own beauty spots, which comes
up to Las Oias Boulevard, thus surround·
ing the entire sub-division with navigable
water, and not a lot in the entire subdivision more than 1,200 feet from boating and fishing. Electric lights have been
extended from Fort Lauderdale, sidewalks and curbs are being built, and no
expense is being spared to make it truly
"Lauderdale's Location Deluxe."
From a slight elevation from any
point in the sub-division, the waters of
the Atlantic are in plain sight, and the
big ocean liners plying down the coast
make a picture of rare beauty. And the
glory of an ocean sunrise, when the big
orb gilds the floating clouds with a
fringe of gold and crimson and sends
across the waters and sky an ever-changing kaleidoscope of colors - of gold and
rose and lilac and purple and blue, and
you stand awe -stricken and speechless for who can describe a delight. It was
John Wanamaker, the Philadelphia mer -

chant prince and world .traveler, who
said, "Nowhere, except possibly Italy,
can be seen such gorgeous sunrises and
sunsets and balmy air of June in January."
ldlewyld offers everything desirable to
the lover of nature and outdoors life.
Good fishing, good boating, convenient
to beach and climate unsurpassed anywhere at any time of year. The sub-division is carefully protected by building
restrictions which permit the building
only of high-class homes of architectural
beauty and estates of the finest character.
RIO VISTA
"A Sub-Division Complete" is a rather
hackneyed term, used often with a total
disregard of the most powerful essential - the truth. How pleasing it is, then,
to locate a development close to the heart
of a city which embodies all the advantages which the fullest meaning of the
word "complete" conveys. Such a subdivision is Rio Vista, immediately adjoining Fort Lauderdale, to the south on the
Dixie Highway. Everything there was
provided before the erection of the first
residences began. Personal supervision
by the owners assisted greatly the proper
carrying out of plans and assured the
best service from the contractors.
The entire Rio Vista tract comprises
400 acres, which property extends from
the shores of Lake Mabel, a state-wide
known fishing spot, to the Dixie Highway, the main artery of communication
in southeastern Florida. The north
boundary of the property is New River,
which according to the government
charts is the deepest river for its length
in the United States. Some portions of
this river along the Rio Vista property
are over ninety feet deep, and owing to
this extreme depth some of the largest
of the game fish, many over six feet in
length, frequent its clear waters.
Up to the present time fifteen acres
of the property is fully developed, including electric lights, city water, sewerage systems. A two -block parkway,
seventy feet wide, lends a quiet elegance
to the developed section of the property. The center of this boulevard is planted
with ornamental shrubs and flowers.
Cluster lights that will be placed at intervals will make this center section of
Rio Vista a brilliant spot at night, the
light reflecting in the mirror-like surface
of the New River, which at this point
runs parallel to this avenue. The chief
and most interesting idea in connection
with this splendid development is that of
uniformity in planning the entire layout.
The same character plants, the same trees,
the same width streets and walks is the
most admirable way of demonstrating
this excellent idea. The first impression
the visitor receives when viewing the
property is one of pleasant orderliness

which was achieved by uniformity of
every physical feature. This idea moti·
vated from the beginning Clarence J.
Hector, principal owner of the property.
He wished for perfect unity in each bit
of detail, he wished for perfection in
every feature installed, he hoped that in
the years to come, when Rio Vista will
be one of the most desirable of the
residential sections, he could point with
pride to the effects of the foresight and
care with which he worked hand in hand
throughout the entire period of development. Many admirers of the present Rio
Vista say that his hopes are not in vain.
The property visibly shows the personal
care devoted to it. This "personal touch"
is evident on every side. For instance, the
planting of the shrubs and eucalyptus
trees. The shrubs are planted in the center of the streets so that their outer
edges are higher than on the inside. This
cup effect is carried out in the trees,
where the smaller ones are in the front
and the older trees in the immediate
background. The effect this way created
is most unique and striking. The streets
and sidewalks are uniform in width and
length and of the same material. At
present, 8,000 feet of streets have been
laid out, and double the length of sidewalks.
All public utility wires and piping is
carried in the rear of the lots, such as
electric power and light poles and telephone wires and water mains. For this
purpose two and a half feet of each lot
is reserved. One of the restrictions of the
property is that houses cannot be built
on any lot closer than thirty feet from
the front line. This will eventually prove
to be one of the most beneficial restrictions, as it will allow a fine grassy lawn
to be cultivated in front of each residence. The cost restriction on each building is $3,500. To further protect the general appearance of the property, lots are
sold in pairs only, so that no crowding
will be occasioned by building too close
to the neighboring lot.
Those who have been Jiving in their
new homes on the property for some
time are Mr. and Mrs. E. N. Sperry of
Bridgeport, Conn., whose home and
grounds were completed first; Anna
DuBois Robie, of New York, and Clarence J. Hector of the General Properties
Corporation, developers of Rio Vista.
The Sperry house is located on New
River, having a private driveway to the
house from the main boulevard. They
have named their home "The Stepping
Stone," as large slabs of odd-shaped
stones are located on the edge of the
river, forming a sort or landing in front
of the house. At the top of these stone
steps is an ornamental arch suggestive of
a Chinese pagoda design. The low comfortable appearance of this arch is much
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enhanced by this archway. Before leaving
for the north last summer, Mr. Sperry
bad the lawn planted with grass seed and
upon his return found a most perfect
lawn upon his property. The growth of
grass there has been little less than
marvelous. Everyone viewing the transformation effected in such a short time
feel that the soil must be far more recep tive in this part of Fort Lauderdale than
In any other. The exceptionally tall pine
trees in back of the house give the entire
place a certain setting of exquisite beauty.
The house occupied by Anna DuBois
Robie is of stucco construction and is an
example of the country house architecture. It is modern in every appointment,
and is "placed" on the lot with due
regard for the advantages of a view toward winding New River. The home of
Clarence J. Hector is a two-story house
of unusual design of a soft brown exterior
color tone.
King's Creek [Tarpon Canal], the eastern boundary of the present development, will shortly be dredged and a turning basin constructed for large power
boats. This will allow docking space for
the homeowners.
A concrete sea wall lines the entire
river side of the property. It is 1,500 feet
in length and shaped so as to give pleasing
shore lines to the property. All of this
section is on high ground, which was
proved very conclusively by the absence
of water from the property when the
first development began. During a recent
heavy rainstorm the water was mostly
carried off to the river, and the next day
not a sign of the downpour was visible.
A legend concerning the section where
· most of the development is effected tells
of a cache where Spaniards hundreds of
years ago buried a trunkful of gold and
silver pieces. One highly thought of
resident of Fort Lauderdale believes this
tale so strongly that he is planning to
employ a gang of men to dig for the
buried treasure, the location of which
be claims to be sure of. Remains of a
Spanish house is still on the property,
this being part of a stone fireplace.
During various stages of the property's
development, workmen located large
oyster shell mounds which are said to
have been placed there by the Spaniards
when they occupied a portion of this
area. The silver and gold pieces, however,
are still to be located. But for every
purchaser of lots in the Rio Vista SubDivision, there is silver and gold in the
pleasant satisfaction of having purchased
property which is truthfully called "The
Sub-Division Complete."
HIMMARSHEE PARK
Where in the maze of feverish Florida
lOb-division development can a "prospect" be shown a newly opened section
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which has a private boat basin as a part
of each lot? If any other such place is
now open to the buying public, it would
take an extremely powerful microscope
to find. This most exclusive feature is
incorporated in the many "visible advantages" of Himmarshee Park, Fort Lauderdale's perfect sub -division.
Himmarshee Park is located on the
most picturesque section of New River
close to Tarpon Bend, which spot is
well known to Izaac Waltons from the
north who angle with most satisfactory
results for one of the gamiest fish in
southern waters. The river frontage is six
hundred feet in length, artistically built
of natural rock which is sufficiently high
to take care of the most extreme rise in
the tide. Near the eastern end of the park
is the entrance to the boat canal, which
is sixty feet wide at this point and eight
feet deep. This allows entrance to power
boats of considerable size and also adds
greatly to the tropical setting as its quiet,
shiny surface reflects strongly the palm
fringed shore and clouds. The large inner
basin located near the center of the property is the most perfect natural mirroring
surface imaginable. When the sunset hour
is approaching, each brilliant bit of sky
color is reflected in it greatly intensified
and far stronger than the colors visible
in the sky. This very fortunate location of
this clear, deep pool of water is one of
the chief assets of Himmarshee Park.
That alone is a distinct departure from
the humdrum sameness of sub-division
layouts.
Last Olas Boulevard, which is the twomile macadam road from Fort Lauder dale to Las Olas Beach on the Atlantic
Ocean, is the northern boundary of Himmarshee Park. This wide boulevard connects directly with the Dixie Highway,
and the park property is located only a
half mile from this main artery of travel.
The streets in the park in turn are all
connected with the beach road, making
the entire development easily accessible
from all points. They are sixteen feet
wide with eight inches of rock base
and oiled in the same manner as the
principal highways.
One hundred coconut palms were
set out on the property when the grading
was completed, and they are now showing to great advantage. There were so
many fine trees on the development
when operations were begun that the
work of planting new shade and other
trees was very much simplified. When
the grass and other shrubs have had time
to mature, the scene presented will
be hard to duplicate for charm and
beauty.
Pure city water from Fort Lauderdale
is now being piped in and will supply
the park with an abundance of clear,
good-tasting drinking water, which is

the pride of the community. Electric
power and light wires are already installed, so that no waiting will be necessary.
Out of the thirty-five lots offered
for sale one year ago, twenty-two have
already been sold. The purchasers are
mostly planning the erection of thei ~
permanent homes on the property, on!~
a small number having purchased for the
purpose of reselling at a later date.
Among the number who have considered
Himmarshee Park as the finest residential
section near Fort Lauderdale and who
have plans for the construction of their
homes there within the next few months
are: R.E. Hills of Chicago and this city;
J.M. St. John of New York City, who is
now touring in Europe with Mrs. St.
John; D.T. Hart of the local wholesale
supply house; J.T. Schroeder, D.Z.
Howell, M.B. Colton, and C.F. Schlemmer of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Messrs. Weidling & McCune, of this
city, have started the construction of a
residence on their lot near the river, this
being one of the first houses to be constructed at the park. It is two stories high,
and a portion of the lower story will be
used as a garage. The design of the house
is extremely pleasing, with long porches
and overhanging eaves. It is estimated
that the cost of this residence will exceed five thousand dollars. The restriction for residence buildings includes the
clause that no structure shall be built at
the park which will cost less than the
amount mentioned above.
All the lots on the property have had
new markers [installed] last week, which
greatly improves the orderly appearance
of the sub- division. With the exception of
further grading and smoothing, Himmarshee Park is entirely completed and ready
for the construction of the residences
planned for.

This sub-division project was developed jointly by W.C. Kyle, president of the
Fort Lauderdale State Bank, and C.J.
Joiner, cashier. The capital involved since
the work was started aggregates $50,000,
and it is expected that about $5,000
additional will be required before the
sub-division is complete in every detail.
Himmarshee Park is destined to become the show place of Fort Lauderdale because of its unique arrangement
of boat basins and large sheets of water
with splendid mirroring surfaces. Its
fortunate location between Las Olas
Boulevard and the famous New River
will doubly enhance the desirability of
this carefully laid out sub- division where
even the most handsome home of a millionaire would not appear out of place.
Beauty, it is true, at Himmarshee Parif.
was planted by the hand of man, but
nature could surely not improve upon
it very much.

CONDIT AVENUE ADDITION
It is remarkable how fast the eastern
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part of town is being improved by the
development of choice sub-divisions, and
it all goes to show that we who predict
that this portion of town would probably step away from the balance is
proving true.
Among these improvements deserving
special note is Condit Avenue addition,
alongside the boulevard to the beach
and directly in town adjacent to Edgewater. To those who have not been
aware that this work was going on we
would advise them to go out and see
what a choice tract of land has been made
available in such a short time. Alexander
& Co. for the past two weeks have had
a large force of men engaged in grading

and paving Condit Avenue east from
East Avenue near the Overlook Hotel
to Avenue C, a total distance of over a
quarter of a mile. The new street is being
paved thirty feet wide and graded forty
feet, and water mains installed, with
supply running to each lot. They will
also put in sidewalks and are now engaging in cleaning up the property and
staking the lots. A great many buyers
are desirous of securing lots close to
school and in town, and this development with others in this immediate neighborhood fills a long-felt want.
Purchasers of these lots are to be protected, as no residence costing less than
three thousand dollars will be permitted,
so this does away with the cause to worry
about the probability of a tent house
being built adjacent to a nice home. This

alone, is quite an item, when one stops
to consider it, for this has been a feature
too long overlooked in Lauderdale and its
additions, the fact being that in some
directions one turns you may encounter
evidences of cheap, unattractive buildings
in close proximity to artistic modern
homes, the embodiment of good taste,
where the vista could just as well have
been a continuation of harmony.
Yes, Lauderdale is growing and is
growing fast, and as we have said, "an
infant today, a giant tomorrow" applied
not long ago, but truly we have passed
the infant stage and are well along the
way to fulfillment of our predictions that
when the territory to our north and east
was sub-divided and developed, rapid
indeed would be our stride. It is taking
place more quickly than many realize.
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The Florida Historical Society annually awards
three literary prizes for original work done in
Florida history. These awards were announced
at the 1986 meeting held in Bradenton on
May 2-3.
The Arthur W. Thompson Memorial Prize in
Florida History for 1985-1986 went to Dr.
John H. Hann of the San Luis Archaeological
and Historic Site, Tallahassee, for his article,
"Demographic Patterns and Changes in MidSeventeenth Century Timucua and Apalachee,"
which appeared in the April1986 number of
the Florida Historical Quarterly.

Crowded scene in front of the municipal
casino on Fort Lauderdale Beach, 1937.
From the Jack Egan Collection. For more
Fort Lauderdale scenes from the mid1930s, see "Fort Lauderdale 50 Years
Ago," pages 22-29 of this issue.

The Rembert W. Patrick Memorial Book Award
was presented to Dr. David Colburn of the University of Florida, Gainesville: foinis b-ook
Racial Change and Community Crisis: St.
Augustine, Florida, 1877-1980. This volume
was published by Columbia University Press.
The Charlton W. Tebeau Junior Book Award
went to A Land Remembered written by
Patrick D. Smith, Merritt Island, Florida.
His book was published by Pineapple Press,
Englewood, Florida.
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