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BEHIND THE SCENES 

Typical of southeast Florida's 
major drainage channels, the Hills
boro Canal unites two very dif 
ferent environments, the heavily 
populated coast and the agricul
tural and conservation areas of the 
Everglades. In the second and final 
installment of his "History Along 
the Hillsboro," Kenneth Hughes 
traces the twentieth century devel
opment of this waterway. The first 
decades of the century saw the 
transformation of the Hillsboro 
from a short natural stream to a 
fifty - five mile canal penetrating the 
state's interior. Much of the water 
way's subsequent history concerns 
the changing relationships of coast 
al Deerfield and the inland agri
cultural settlements to each other 
and to the vast Everglades which 
borders and separates them. 

Two reprint articles from the 
Weekly Miami Metropolis also deal 
with the subject of Everglades re
clamation . "Results From the Davie 
Experimental Farm," originally 
published in Everglades Magazine, 
outlines the first attempt at scien
tific farming on the reclaimed 
lands. In addition to providing vital 
information on early Davie and sev
eral of its pioneers, this account 
offers rare details on the "nuts 
and bolts" of Everglades farming, 
including crop sizes and prices, 
soil preparation, and costs of seeds, 
labor, and shipping. Thomas Wat 
son's article praising Governor N. 
B. Broward exemplifies both the 
disdain for the Everglades in their 
natural state and the enthusiasm 
for drainage which characterized 
the "Broward Era." In addition to 
his activities as a magazine editor 
and Populist politician, Watson was 
a winter resident of Fort Lauder
dale and a strong advocate of agri
cultural interests. The illustrations 
which accompanied Watson's ar
ticle, when it was first published in 
his Jeffersonian Magazine, are also 
reproduced here. A third Miami 
Metropolis article recalls the days 

when both automobiles and south 
east Florida's settlements were 
recent developments, and a trip 
from Palm Beach to Miami was an 
ali-day excursion. 

Water, from the Everglades to 
the Atlantic, is a consistent theme 
in Broward County's history. The 
county's first frontier was its sea
coast, and coastal shipping has 
played a significant role in south
east Florida for over four centuries. 
In the Winter/Spring 1983 issue of 
Broward Legacy, James Dean sifted 
historical and archaeological facts 
from various sources, legends, and 
rumors to document the "Ship
wrecks of Broward County." In the 
Winter/Spring 1984 issue, Bill Ray
mond documented attempts to lo
cate and identify the remains of 
one particularly significant ship
wreck, the Gil Bias. Here, Steven 
Singer, like Dean and Raymond a 
member of the Broward County 
Historical Commission's Marine Ar
chaeological Advisory Council, pro
vides additional information from 
his research on the subject. Singer 
has also incorporated much of this 
information into Shipwrecks of 
Broward County, a booklet he has 
written in col.laboration with James 
Dean. The fu II I ist of ships that 
wrecked off Broward's coast, and 
the stories behind these accidents, 
will probably never be known, but 
continued research such as this is 
uncovering important data on a 
much- discussed but I ittle- known 
aspect of Broward's past. 

The last issue of Broward Legacy 
also recounted the contributions of 
Dania's John Milton Bryan to Flo
rida history. A host of other Bryans 
who either I ived or had connections 
in Broward County have made their 
marks in local, state, and national 
affairs, and the question often 
arises, "Were they all one family?" 
J. L. "Sam" Heede addresses that 
question in the first part of her 
genealogical study of the Bryan 
family. The conclusion will be 

printed in our next issue. Miss ' 
Heede has lived in Broward County. 
since 1947. She pursues a dual 
career. Besides being an airline ~ 
stewardess who flies all over the 
United States, she is a professional 
genealogist. Her far-flung airline 
duties aid her genealogical endea, 
vors because they enable her to do 
research in different parts of the 
country. 

Researchers interested in local 
government topics, historical or ~

contemporary, will find Marlyn.. 
Kemper's article on the Broward 
County Library's LOGIC service ,~ 
most helpful. This computer- index- ,. 
ed collection of local government 
documents is one of the time- : 
saving technological development~, 

being put to use by the county 
library system. In addition to her
duties as Broward County local .. 
documents librarian, Marlyn Kem 
per is an active local historian. She 
is the director of the Historic 
Broward Preservation Board, and 
has written several articles and <l4 

newspaper column, "Broward As It , 
Was," on county history. 
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Fertile fields such as these near the site of Glade Crest, border 
much of the upper Hillsboro Canal. (Photo courtesy of Kenneth 
J. Hughes.) 
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History Along the Hillsboro : The 
Topography, The Agriculture and 
The People 

Part II 
Written and Compiled by 

Kenneth J. Hughes 

As the second decade of the 
twentieth century began, the Hi :ls
boro River region felt the impact 
of one of the most remarkable 
undertakings in Florida's history. 
In a further attempt to reclaim 
flooded Everglades lands, dredging 
was begun in 1911 on the Hills 
boro Canal, forty-five miles to the 
west of the Atlantic Ocean. This 
enormous project received its ini
tiative from Governor Napoleon 
Bonaparte Broward and his 1904 
campaign promises to drain and 
reclaim the Everglades. 

Ever since the publication of the 
Buckingham Smith report of 1848, 
which was based upon observations 
of army and navy officers in south 
Florida during the Second Seminole 
War, it was generally agreed that 
these lands could be drained and 

. made productive. Therefore, under 
a fed era I act passed in 1850, 
"swamps and overflowed lands" be
came state property. In 1851, the 
Florida Legislature created the In 
ternal Improvement Fund to man 
age those lands. The fund was man
aged by the governor and four 
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cabinet members who served as 
trustees. In 1903, the United States 
Department of Agriculture began 
its own drainage investigations, but 
when Broward began to fulfill his 
campaign pledge to drain the Ever 
glades, they assisted with his 
project. 

In his first message to the legisla
ture, Governor Broward in 1905 
stated that a canal from the St. 
Lucie River to Lake Okeechobee 
would lower the level of the lake by 
as much as six feet and that the re
claimed land would yield all the 
sugar necessary for consumption in 
the United States. These claims 
were based upon a few surveys that 
had been conducted by C. G. El
liott, drainage engineer for the Uni 
ted States Department of Agricul
ture. In response to Broward's 
recommendations, the legislature 
created the Board of Drainage 
Commissioners. This board was 
simply the trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund acting as an 
executive committee t o oversee the 
work of draining the Everglades. 
After the board made its decisions, 
it was left for the governor to exe 
cute the decisions. 

In July 1906, J. 0. Wright, one 
of the two supervisors of drainage 
engineering in the United States 
Department of Agriculture, volun -

teered to conduct an investigation 
and issue a report about the Floridll 
Everglades. Wright visited Tallahas-. 
see in November and discussed the 
project with Governor Broward.~' 
After the meeting, Wright visited 
the western Everglades by way of 
Fort Myers and the eastern Ever 
glades via Miami and Fort Lauder
dale. The governor accompanied 
Wright on the excursion from Miami. 
Following the visit, the drainage 

0 0 ~ 
comm1ss1oners attempted to fi - 1 

nance dredging operations by lev 
ing a statewide tax of ten cents pe 
acre. In late 1906, however, thei i, 
"authority to make such a levy" 
was disclaimed by the courts. 
Therefore, in order to obtain the 
funds, the commissioners created. 
the Everglades Drainage District. 

The district encompassed almost" 1 

4,300,000 acres and spread over an __ 
enormous area that measured ap
proximately fifty by 150 miles. 
Landowners within the distric 
were taxed at the rate of five cents 1· 
per acre. After the format ion of 
this district, Wright sent a party of .. 
engineers to commence the survey, 
Shortly afterward, he joined the 
party and assisted with what was. 
considered to be "the largest drain~ 
age project in the United States.' 

Excavation on the North New 
River Canal had begun on July 4, 



1906, but work was proceeding 
slowly. Despite the creation of the 
drainage district, it soon became 
evident that tax revenues would not 
be sufficient to support the project. 
Because the state was nearly bank 
rupt, Governor Broward could not 
address it for funds. Fortunately, 
a private investor who had just 
completed a successful land project 
in the western part of the country 
was taking an interest in the Ever
glades drainage project. His name 
was Richard J. Bolles. 

Although Bolles was not the first 
' person to invest in reclaimed lands, 

he did approach the state with a 
new and interesting proposal. In 

' December 1908, he offered to pur-
chase one million dollars worth of 
flooded Everglades land at two dol 
lars per acre if the state would 
dredge canals and lower the water 
table. In order to promote the 
drainage and land reclamation plan, 
Bolles promised additional funds to 
assist dredging operations. Other in 
vestors followed suit, and opera 
tions progressed. 

Wright's survey party was in the 
field from December 1907 until 
May 1908. They explored every 
accessible part of the 'Glades, in 
cluding the perimeter of Lake 
Okeechobee. In addition, they 
visited the Disston Sugar Planta 
tion at Kissimmee, where sugar 
cane was growing on drained muck 
land. Following the survey, Wright 
returned to Washington, where he 
prepared his drainage report. Al
though other parties questioned the 
conclusions of Wrig ~1t's investiga
tion, Florida's new governor, Albert 
Waller Gilchrist, published an ab 
stract of the report in 1909. Even 
with some revisions, this publica-
tion was considered too favorable 
toward the drainage program. Uni 
ted States Secretary of Agriculture 
James Wilson attempted to suppress 
it, but failed. Wright's findings were 
so well received by Florida drainage 
advocates and land companies that 
the entire report was printed two 
years later as a United States Senate 

1 document. 
Wright's report recommended 

the excavation of five canals in 
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The "Official Map of the Everglades," 
adopted by the trustees of the Internal 
Improvement Fund in 1905, included 
land from the southern shore of Lake 
Okeechobee south to Cape Sable, and 
east to the present site of State Road 7. 
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order to drain the Everglades and 
lower the level of Lake Okeechobee. 
These would be the Miami, the 
Hillsboro, and the Gulf Coast 
canals, in addition to the North 
and South New River canals already 
under construction. Wright had de
termined that each canal would 
measure from fifty to seventy - five 
feet in width and from eight to 
twelve feet in depth, that each 
would be centered in a 200 -foot 
right -of -way, and that each 
would be completed within three 
years of commencement. In addi 
tion to preventing lake flooding and 
controlling regional drainage, the 

canals were intended to provide a 
means of transportation between 
Lake Okeechobee, outlying farms, 
and the coast. 

Napoleon Bonaparte Broward 
did not live to witness the culmi 
nation of the Everglades drainage 
project. In 1910, a year after 
leaving cffice as governor, he 
died of a gallstone attack com
plicated by jaundice. Governor 
Gilchrist, however, maintained an 
active interest in the project, and 
continued to direct operations as 
chairman of the drainage commis
sioners and the Internal Improve
ment Fund. 
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As work on the canals progres 
sed, expenses for excavation again 
exceeded proposed costs. By 1909, 
only fifteen miles of the North New 
River Can a I had been excavated at 
a cost in excess of $377,000. The 
drainage commiSSioners realized 
that the project was too enormous 
to be conducted from Tallahassee, 
and advertised for private contrac
tors to complete the 235-mile 
canal system. Three companies sub
mitted bids, each of which were 
lower than the cost projected by 
the state. The bid was awarded to 
thA Furst-Ciark Construction Com
pany of Baltimore, Maryland, 
which agreed to dig the canals at 
the rat es of eight and twenty cents 
per cubic yard for earth and for 
rock excavation, respectively. The 
contract included an agreement for 
leasing state-owned dredges, and 
the Gulf Coast Canal was elimina
ted from the contract. 

To excavate the four remaining 
canals, Furst-Ciark had to remove 
approximately 24,065,926 cubic 
yards of earth and rock. During the 
month of July, 1910, 150,000 
cubic yards of material were ex
cavated, and in August an addition
al 256,000 cubic yards were re
moved. Despite this progress, finan
cial difficulties continued. 

In accordance with the contract, 
Furst-Ciark was required to con 
struct canal locks which could con 
trol the drainage and level of Lake 
Okeechobee. To do this, the com
pany required supplemental pay 
ments, explaining that excavation 
of the locks necessitated digging 
feeder canals, and that the eventual 
establishment of township corners 
and range lines required a new sur
vey of the Everglades lands. In or
der to fund these supplements to 
the original contract, the drainage 
commissioners proposed a tax in
crease on land within the Ever
glades Drainage District. Naturally, 
the land companies who had pur 
chased Everglades tracts opposed 
taxation. Several had, in fact, in
stituted suits against the state over 
the original drainage district tax of 
five cents per acre. In April 1910, 
these suits had been dismissed with 
the understanding that the five cent 
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per acre tax would remain in effect 
until 1912. The dismissal of the 
suits paved the way for a tax in 
crease, however, and in 1911 
Governor Gilchrist requested the 
legislature to raise the levy to ten 
cents per acre to cover supplemen 
tal payments to Furst-Ciark. 

In the meantime, the land com 
panies were proceeding with plans 
to sell their vast holdings. Richard 
Bolles, for instance, sought cus 
tomers on a nationwide basis, 
channeling sales through a new 
company he had founded, the 
Florida Fruit Lands Company. 
Each customer paid $240 in month
ly, ten dollar installments for 
land which, at that time, had not 
been surveyed. Because drainage 
operations had just begun, the 
buyers had no idea where their 
properties were located nor how 
many acres of land they were to 
receive. After the required num
ber of land buyers had invested in 
Bolles' company, a convention was 
held in Fort Lauderdale in March of 
1911 . The local newspaper stated 
that "there, each purchaser's name 
was read, a slip of pap~r was drawn 
from a box on which was the legal 
description and acreage of the 
tract . . . " 

Generally, parcels ranged in size 
from ten or twenty acres up to 640 
acres if the tract was located on the 
edge of the Big Cypress Swamp. 
The most fortunate investors would 
own land along the canals but, if 
they received only ten acres, much 
of that area would be subject to 
the proposed 200 -foot -wide canal 
easement. Bolles' customers did re 
ceive an additional bonus at the 
convention, as each was given a 
town lot in Progresso, just north of 
Fort Lauderdale. Many years later, 
these town lots would be assessed 
at a higher value than the reclaimed 
'Glades lands. 

Despite numerous adjustments, 
the drainage project continued to 
be plagued with delays. In a letter 
to the Board of Drainage Commis
sioners in May 1911, J. 0. Wright, 
who had resigned his federal job 
to become chief drainage engineer 
for the State of Florida, asked for 
permission to move the dredge 

Okeechobee from the South Ne • River Canal to the outlet of the 
Hillsboro Canal. Wright noted some 
difficulties in finding an economical 
route for the Hillsboro Canal from 
the railroad bridge at Deerfield th , 
the Everglades. He had selectJ 
three alternate routes, however, anci • 
was close to making his decision. 
Only two months earlier he had dis· 
covered that the dredges on t he up- • 
per ends of the canals were workin 
south from Lake Okeechobee with 
few problems, but at the lower' 
ends, the contractors were exper
iencing a good deal of difficulty in 
excavating the rock. 

Mechanical failures also persis 
ed . In February 1912, the dredge 
Miami was brought from a repair' • 
shop in Miami and put to work on. 
the lower end of the Hillsboro, be
hind the Okeechobee. By mid- • 
October the dredge Caloosahatch 
had camp leted muck excavation 
and was being refitted for rock ext" 
cavation. Meanwhile, the Board of, 
Drainage Commissioners decided to 
initiate an additional project nortlfl" ~ 

of the Hillsboro, and by December 
had received bids for the excava
tion of a proposed West Pal m Beac. 
Canal. One unsuccessful applicant, 
for this job was the Hillsboro 
Dredging Company. 

As these enormous operations . 
were being conducted in the Ever
glades, work was nearing compl ~~' 

tion on the East Coast Canal. The 1 
state had contracted with the' 
Florida East Coast Canal Company 
to open this inland water passage, 
which was intended to provide safe -
and efficient boat transportatio.g 
from Jacksonville to Miami. Nota
bly, the route of this ca nal wa1 
channelled through natural pas- . 
sages that had been visited by the ' 
early explorers. Among these natur-' 
al waterways was the stream th~ 
flowed south from Lake Boca 
Raton, once known as the Littl tt 
Hillsboro, and the estuary behind 
the beach ridge which flowed from 
the mouth of the Hillsboro River• 
and southward below the Hill' 
bora Inlet. Subsequently, because 
of the diffic~.;lty encountered in al 
tering and improving these natural 
streams, the East Coast Canal proj-



George B. Hills' party (top) surveyed "reclaimed lands" from West Palm Beach to the 
upper Hillsboro in 1913. The West Palm Beach Canal now follows their route. The Deer· 
field locks on the Hillsboro Canal (bottom) were completed in 1913, and still stand, 
adjacent to Lock Road in the Deer Creek development. (Bottom photo courtesy of 
Kenneth J. Hughes.) 

ect required nearly three decades to 
complete. Although it would have a 
t remendous impact on Florida's 
southeast coast, as a source of both 
transportation and recreation , the 
East Coast Canal was overshadowed 
by the more dramatic work taking 
place in the Everglades. 

In 1913, the water in some parts 
of the Everglades receded to such a 
level that the area could be survey
ed. In addition to running a transit 
line, it was necessary to take levels 
and soundings of the bedrock in the 
area between the Atlantic Ocean 
and Lake Okeechobee. These would 
determine the accurate location and 
level of the lake. George B. Hills led 
the first surveying party into there
claimed land. From West Palm 
Beach they headed due west to the 
Hillsboro Canal, and from there to 

' the lake, taking two months to 
complete the crossing. Today, one 
needs less than an hour. 

By September 1912, Wright had 
resigned his position as chief drain
age engineer, and was succeeded 
by Fred C. Elliot. At this time, the 
state also employed Major John S. 
Sewell, formerly of the United 
States Army Corps of Engineers, 
and the renowned Ben Johnston, 
who had served as superintendent 
of lock construction on the Panama 
Canal. Both Sewell and Johnston 
proved to be assets to the state 
once work began on the locks. 

By 1913, land sales had de 
creased, and the resulting loss of 
income threatened the drainage 
project. The Drainage Commission 
was authorized by the state legis
lature to issue a total of six mil
lion dollars in bonds to boost the 
program. It is not surprising that 
they failed to sell. Nevertheless, 
excavation continued on the Hills
boro Canal , and by December the 
dredging project northwest of Deer-

field was near completion . The 
dredge Caloosahatchee had ad 
vanced to Station #173 in the 
Hillsboro Canal and had discon 
tinued dredging to the east. It then 
moved back three miles and began 
rock excavation. Only a 100-foot 
section, or plug, located about two 
miles west of Deerfield, remained at 
this time to separate the upper and 
lower sections of the dredged canal. 
While dredging was being com 
pleted in the upper part of the 
canal , the plug was ret ained in 
order to assure the most suitable 
water level for the operat ions. 

At this time, Chief Drainage 
Engineer Elliot reported that 
. . . the Everglades are drier than 
they have ever been known to be; 
and Lake Okeechobee, at elevation 
17.2 feet above sea level, is larger 
than ever before known at this 
season. 

Elliot also stated that the lands 
borderi ng all the canals except the 
Hillsboro were dry for six to eight 
miles to the west. In addition, those 
lands, as well as the land six to 
eight miles below the lake, were in 
splendid condition for cultivation. 
He added that, because the canals 
were not completed, t he rainy 
season would most likely inundate 
the Everglades. Regardless, many 
farmers from southeast Florida and 
from outside the state began plant 
ing crops along the canals. Sum 
marizing his December 1913 report 
to the drainage commissioners, El
liot noted, 

These people realize the uncer
tainty due to possible floods, but 
on account of the favorable soil 
conditions now prevailing in some 
sections of the glades, they believe 
that they are justified in taking 
chances. 

The prospects of a successfu I, 
productive harvest increased en
thusiasm within the drainage dis
trict. In the meantime, the new ad
ministration of Governor Park 
Trammell was seeking plans for 
traffic control on the canals, and 
was in the process of setting toll 
charges. Consequently, E II iot ad 
dressed the Board of Drainage Com
missioners and presented his recom 
mendations regarding the appropri-
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ate speeds at which boats should 
operate in the canals. The state 
also wanted to establish the navi 
gational fees which would have to 
be levied in order to maintain the 
canals and locks and to pay the 
lock tenders' salaries. 

Speed limits went into effect 
on January 1, 1914. Between the 
mouth and Milepost Ten five miles 
per hour was the maximum speed 
for a boat traveling up the Hills 
boro, against the current; down 
river, with the current, the maxi
mum speed was six miles per hour. 
The limit from Milepost Ten to 
L.3ke Okeechobee was six miles per 
hour for upriver travel and seven 
miles per hour for downriver. 

Various craft, including barges, 
were charged a rate that was deter
mined by class and length. The tolls 
ranged from two to five cents per 
linear foot and were collected by 
the lock tenders. After the rates 
had been determined, the board 
included a special ruling that eased 
the toll expenses for those travelers 
who owned or operated property 
within the drainage district. Subse 
quently, the ruling stated that those 
who resided on or operated farms 
within the Everglades Drainage Dis 
trict would be charged a toll equal 

to half the rate of class one vessels 
if they were utilizing the canal for 
purposes of transportation. That 
benefit was not extended to those 
craft which carried freight or pas 
sengers for profit. 

During this period the town of 
Deerfield sought to expand and 
increase its agricultural district, 
yet the signs of a pioneering com
munity remained. For example, Se
minole Indians were a familiar 
sight. They hunted frogs and all i
gators along the canal and traded 
with the townspeople. Usually, the 
Indians camped along the Hillsboro 
near the site of the present -day 
Dixie Highway bridge. 

The popu I at ion of the settlement 
numbered less than 300 during 
these eventful years. Settlers in
eluded Blackwelder, Jenkins, and E. 
A. Thomas, Charles Arnold, J. C. 
Holley, John Saxon, Charles Smoak, 
John B. Thomas, and Young Tyn
dall. Other notable families were 
the Bracknells, G. E. Butlers, 
J. D. Butlers, the Gaskins, the 
Sweats, and the J. R. Horne family. 

Joel and Ardena Horne and their 
two children came to Deerfield in 
1903 from Polk County. Ardena 
recalls that the Hillsboro River was 
clear as glass, and occasionally 

. I 
\ I I I 
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they would drink the water. Th 
Horne family rented their first 
home. It was a one-room wooden 
house located west of the F.E.C. 
tracks along the present -day Hills
boro Beach Boulevard. Nearby a~ 
adjacent to the F.E.C. depot and 
the nine -foot wide Dixie tra il 
a sma II structure which served as 
the produce market. It was a time 
when the market was bustling with 
activity and a time when Deerfield' 
tomatoes were ranked among the 
finest in the state. 

Another structure utilized for 
produce storage was located along 
the Intracoastal Waterway ju 
south of the Hillsboro River. It 
also served as a fish packing house. 
Live-in employees were bunked i 
an upstairs dormitory. Later, this 
building served as a gamb ling casi· 
no, then it became the Riverview 
Restaurant. Though it was utiliz· 
ed in a different manner, the pr 
duce market at the F.E .C. tracks .,.. 
also served a variety of purposes, 
being used as a schoolhouse, a 
social center, and a church. Other. 
church services were held in the 
home of M.A. Robinson and 
ministered by Reverend Sam Gib
son. Each week, Reverend Gib
son and his wife would drive down 

Black settlers at Deerfield hold a baptism in the Hillsboro in the early 1910s. The Hillsboro was a popular baptism site for blacks 
throughout the surrounding region in the early twentieth century. (Photo courtesy of the Deerfield Beach Historical Society.) 
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Chief Drainage Engineer J. 0. Wright (center, under sign) addresses a crowd in front of 
the F.E.C. railroad station at Deerfield during the dedication of the Hillsboro Canal in 
1911 . 

p-' from Delray Beach in an old 
~. Model -T automobile. 

The Hillsboro became a canal in 
1911 upon the completion of 
dredging to the railroad. This event 
was dedicated in Deerfield on 
December 14. Three years later, a 
telephone line connected Deerfield 
with Delray Beach. Although the 
dawn of modern conveniences was 
at hand, the community retained 
its quaint atmosphere. Even in the 
1910s horse-drawn wagons still car
ried the produce to the railroad 
depot. Picnics were events relished 
by many townspeople. Every Wed
nesday during the summers the 
stores would close at noontime 
Picnickers would then row across 
the Intracoastal and congregate on 
the beach. 

Underneath the slowpaced at 
mosphere that characterized Deer
field and other south Florida com 
munities, land sales revived as the 
canals neared completion. In the 
aftermath of the successful land 

, auction sponsored by his Florida 
Fruit Lands Company, Richard 
Bolles organized the Okeechobee 
Fruit Lands Company which sold 
proJjilerty on the lakefront and in 
the Big Cypress Swamp. Vance W. 
Helm of the Everglades Land Sales 
Company sold large holdings along 
the South New River Canal. In the 
same locale and along the North 

New River Canal, R. P. Davie and 
Associates of Colorado had bought 
and sold 27,500 acres, and the 
Davie Realty Company had bought 
and sold 80,000 acres. Bryant and 
Greenwood organized several large 
land promotions, including the 
Palm Beach Farms Company and 
two tracts in Fort Lauderdale. Both 
the Florida Reclaimed Land Com 
pany and the Holland and Butter
worth Company sold land along the 
Hillsboro Canal, and Holland and 
Butterworth established a town 
there called Glade Crest. 

Land settlement did not ne 
cessarily parallel land sales, and the 
year 1913 was far from a boom 
year for Glade Crest, which sat 
eight miles down the canal from 
Lake Okeechobee. Glade Crest was 
the first settlement on the upper 
part of the canal and the second , 
after Okeelanta on the Miami 
Canal, in the lake region. The first 
settlers, Mr. and Mrs. Slade, ar 
rived in November 1913, and soon 
were followed by J. W. Bissell. 
But growth was slow. By January 
1914, only twenty people were 
living at Glade Crest. They camped 
along the canal bank since the re 
claimed sawgrass prairie had not yet 
been surveyed. 

During the fall of 1914 Cleve 
land W. Horne and his survey ing 
crew ran a line from the coast to 

Glade Crest. They subdivided Sec 
tion Twenty into ten -acre tracts 
while battli ng sawgrass fires and 
one water moccasin snakebite. The 
injury incurred from that mishap 
was treated with turpentine, and 
the victim survived. Turpentine 
happened to be the only medicine 
in thei r camp. After the surveying 
had been completed, the land was 
sold in five and ten -acre tracts, 
"sight unseen." 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Elsasser, t heir 
four children, and Mrs. Elsasser's 
sister, Maud Wingfield, moved t o 
Glade Crest in 1914. Miss Wing 
field was a Kansas fa rm girl who 
had moved in with her sister' s 
family in Miami in order to live 
near the water. Once Maud and 
the E lsassers arrived at the new 
settlement, t hey discovered that 
their "canal - front" property act 
ually was situated three quarters of 
a mile from the canal, and that the 
water table was two inches below 
the surface. Nevertheless, for one 
year these settlers fought the 
sawgrass and plowed the land . 

During the winter of 1915, Glade 
Crest became the home of seven 
new families, in addition to a Mrs. 
Chisolm. Later, a Mr. Shields and 
his son operated a mercantile busi 
ness in the town. It was not sur 
prising to the public that people 
were drawn to the sawgrass Ever 
glades. In fact, when Mr. and Mrs. 
Slade visited Fort Lauderdale 
during the spring of 1915 and 
spoke to a newspaper representa 
tive, they commented about the 
activity in their new town, stating 
that "they were perfectly satisfied 
and expected many Canadians in 
the winter." However, other set
tlers, I ike the E lsassers, met with 
disappointment in the 'Glades. 

A. P. Yerke and Dr. Thomas 
Will inspected the Everglades re 
gion in February 1915. Yerke was 
with the Office of Farm Manage
ment, a subsidiary of the Depart 
ment of Agriculture in Washing 
ton, D.C. During an eight -day trip 
on the canals, they saw the Okee 
lanta - Fruitcrest District, the North 
New River Canal, the Township 
Line Canal , Lake Okeechobee, and 
the upper Hillsboro Canal. Will 
commented on how " ... the region 
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not long since almost empty 1s 
manifesting increasing activity." 

The purpose of Yerke's visit 
was to evaluate the use of agri
cultural equipment in breaking up 
the soil. Two new tractors impres 
sed him. One was the Crum Pul 
verizer, invented and manufactured 
by an Everglades investor. It was 
tested first in Davie and then put 
to use in the upper 'Glades. The 
other machine was the Buckeye 
Tractor and Pulverizer. Holland 
and Butterworth operated this 
piece of farm equipment at Glade 
Crest. It measured twenty feet 
abeam and weighed 20,000 pounds. 
The Buckeye could plow a swath 
six feet wide and, on a daily basis, 
could clear from five to seven acres. 

Will spied another useful piece of 
agricultural machinery, the "iron 
mule," along the Hillsboro Canal. 
It was a small tractor engine that 
could draw two fourteen-inch 
sulky plows and could plant pota
toes. Using this machine, one man 
and a boy could break up and plant 
a field in a single trip. Where trac
tors were not available, horses were 
substituted. Due to the composi
tion of the soil, the horses had to 
be fitted with muck shoes which 
had steel plates that clamped to 
the horses' hooves. Will stated that 
"With these shoes, horses can be 
used in almost any upper part of 
the glade." The doctor also noticed 
that horses were not the only farm 
animals on the upper Hillsboro. 
"Mr. Reed from Canada has five 
fine, full -b lood, Poland -China 
hogs." 

The increasing number of activi
ties along the Hillsboro was added 
to, in part, by soil surveyors from 
the U.S. Department of Agricul 
ture. These surveyors had been 
working for two months, "making a 
comprehensive soil survey of the 
Glades," to pave the way for sugar 
cane experiments. Of the soil sur 
vey team, the local newspaper re
ported, "They were profoundly 
impressed with the vastness and fer
tility of the region." 

At about that same time, Charles 
H. Baker was promoting the con
struction of the Palm Beach- Ever 
glades Railroad, of which he was 
president. The railroad was intend-
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ed to follow the new Palm Beach 
and Township Line canals to within 
one mile of Fruitcrest. Baker, fi
nancier C. B. Lewis, and a large 
party of distinguished guests jour 
neyed by water to the upper Hills
boro. There, at Glade Crest and in 
other parts of the Everglades, set 
tlers were petitioning for the es
tablishment of a permanent govern
ment experimental station and for 
some roads. 

When Richard Bolles began sell 
ing his first tracts of land, it had 
been almost impossible to visit the 
properties. However, once the 
canals were opened to the lake, it 
was a common sales practice to 
show visitors and potential cus
tomers through the reclaimed lands 
by boat. The Queen Of The Ever 
glades, captained by Charles Mur 
ray of Fort Lauderdale, made two 
round -trips per week to the lake. 
Each passenger was charged five 
dollars for the excursion along the 
North New River Canal to survey 
Bolles' land and to stay in his hotel 
at Ritta. 

Other passengers were transport-
ed from Deerfield to the lake on a 
three-day excursion aboard Captain 
Wood's craft, The Bonnie. Al 
though Wood's route was shorter 
than that along the North New 
River, it was not a popular one. 
The locks on the lower Hillsboro 
Canal were six miles west of Deer 
field and, between them and the 
town, the water was shoaled. There
fore, not only did potential cus
tomers on the Hillsboro excursion 
have to begin and end their jour 
neys in the sparsely settled town of 
Deerfield, but as Lawrence Will, 
son of Dr. Thomas Will, described, 
they had to travel six miles over 
"rutted, sandy road through the 
piney woods." Neverthel ess, those 
excursions did entice many visitors 
to purchase reclaimed land. 

Progress in the reclaimed land 
areas assumed several forms. Some 
agricultural innovations were being 
made at Glade Crest, although not 
all the results were so satisfactory 
as various reports had indicated. 
In addition, a post office already 
had been established when Will 
and Yerke visited . This branch of 
fice was presided over by Olive J. 

B issei I. She was succeeded by Ezia 
E. Bissell, who became the first 
postmaster. But not even this addi· 
tional convenience could prevent 
many of the residents from be· 
coming discouraged by the reali ties. , 
of building a future in the sawgrass 
Everglades. '7 • 

In the spring of 1915, the seven· 
ty -two people who were camped ' 
at the settlement faced great dif- '" 
ficulty in preparing the soi l for 
crops. Most settlers attempted to ' 
combat the sawgrass manually, 
only clearing about one seventh of 
an acre during a full day's work. 
Carl Elsasser did utilize the Bates 
Steel Mule, which was capable of 
accomplishing some work when it" 1 
was not bogged down or disabled 
by mechanical problems. Holland _ 
and Butterworth eventually won 
the battle against the sawgrass with 
the Crum Pulverizer and the Buck
eye tractors. 

Although Holland and Butter
worth alleviated the difficulty of 
clearing the sawgrass, other prob 
lems persisted and plagued the set-. -
tiers. Claims had been made to the 
effect that four people cou ld live 
off one acre of land and that th 
land could produce four crops an
nually. The latter claim could not 
even be substantiated because frost 
killed many gardens. 

In their sales brochures, the land 
companies had quoted from a gov 
ernment report that "frost was not 
a hazard to even the tenderest of • 
vegetation." Yet, during his f irst 
winter in Glade Crest, Herman 
Herndon counted fifteen damaging 
frosts and freezes. All attempts to 
save the crops had failed. In addi
tion, a preposterous claim had been 
made that there were no mosquitos 
in the district. Everyone had much 
to learn about the terrible hardsh ips 
in the sawgrass Everglades. 

When the farmers did succeecf 
and did grow crops on the rich ~ 
muck lands, more often than not ' 
those plants would mature and die ~ 

due to the absence of nitrogen in 
the soil. Yet, potatoes did thrive. 
It was discovered that when the 
potato crop had been sprayed with • 
lime and copper sulfates to protect 
the plants from blight, the farmer's 
next crop, planted on that same 
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A 
3 Days' Cruise 
in the 'Glades. 
$5 Pays all Expenses 
To visit Lake Okeecholwe and the principal places 
of int~rest in tlw Uppcr 'Glades District, including 
our sf'ttlement. located on the Hillsboro Canal, near 
l.ake ( )keet.:holwe. Our customers ar~ cultivatinl( 
dw land ril-(ht NOW. and a splendid settlement is 
aln·ady cstabli~;hed. . 
fi This is the highest part of the 'Glades south of 
tlw Lakc-, that part which tlw Handolph commillt'e 
say!i was not ov•·rflowed last year, almost the wetkst 
s•·ason on r('cord . This is the only tract of land in 
tlae l:ppt·r 'CludeslJt'ing sold under a contract which 
lo(Uaranlt·<·s prompt, ad('quate and definite improve
nwnt!i without any «·xpense to the buyer. 

c:: \\' e will sl•ow you tlw prdtiest and richest land 
on •·arth, locat• ·d AT Tl IE I lEAD OF DHAIN
ACE. /\LH.F/\DY DHY. and producing incredible 
growth of tn·cs. vegf'I.IIJles, ~rasseH, etc. This is 
sor•wtlaing that WILl. 11:--J/\NCE YOUR 1-'UTURE, 
not SCJilwtlaing for you to finann·. 

fJ Till' llaii:·Jnro Canal is JllU( h thf' largest and I) 
mtlt·s 11horter fro111 s•·a to lak•· than any other, and 
oa1r trip" a~<· niJt t1rt·some; •·vt·ry minute is int('n~st
in~ and 1instrut.:tive. 

C: Our Boat leaves o~~erfield every Saturday 
morning about 7:30. and returns Monday. Special 
trips by arrangement Call or write. 

Holland & Butterworth Comp'y. 

:-.; . II. 

Burdine Building, MIAMI. 

If rnon· c·c;n·v~ · ulc · nl , c· :•ll on ldJ I n ·/ ,,. . .., ,.nrat 1v •·.-..: 1.. A. Jf, ,l 
laud, ll<>t•·l l,illwrl . l· .. rl l .:a ·r• l• ·r• al •· , "' II. I . l,n·w• ·ll Iii 
Co. , 11~; I ·~ :-.;. III1 'J •· Sa., w, .. <J l' ;tlrn ll• ·ado. 

Holland and Butterworth Company, developers of Glade Crest, took potential buyers 
on three-day excursions from Deerfield to Lake Okeechobee. (Photo courtesy of 
Kenneth J. Hughes.) 

field, would yield a productive 
harvest. In effect, the copper sul 
fates provided the nitrogen which 
was essential for agricultural pur
poses in the muck lands. Many 
years would pass before this chemi 
cal would be tested and utilized as 
a fertilizer. 

Meanwhile, the newspapers boast
ed that J. W. Bissell of Glade Crest 
had sold some Irish potatoes at a 
price that ranged from one dollar 
to $1.25 per hamper, and that his 
land had yielded 150 bushels per 
acre. 

Even as late as 1914, dredges 
were operating in the eastern part 
of the Hillsboro Canal; at the Boyn
ton Beach Canal; and at Lateral 
Number 6, below Lake Osborne. 
One south Florida newspaper re
ported that "many visitors from 
the northern states manifest great 
interest in the drainage operations, 
and several parties had visited the 
various dredge sites ... " In mid 
January 1914, 500 pounds of dy 
namite demolished the plug of land 
that separated the Hillsboro and the 
Range Line canals, draining rich 
land west of Lake Worth. As soon 
as the waters receded, land owners 
started small truck farms along the 
Range Line Canal, north of the 
Hillsboro. However, conditions 
were not the same throughout the 
Everglades Drainage District, and 
discouraged farmers at Glade Crest 
eventually realized that they were 
fighting a losing battle. In October 
1915, seven families left the settle
ment for the town of Moore Haven 
on the west side of the lake. Among 
them were the E I sasser family and 
Maud Wingfield. Miss Wingfield 
eventually relocated to the south 
shore of Lake Okeechobee, and 
opened a store. 

In an effort to save the settle 
ment, Lank Holland joined his 
brother John at Glade Crest. He 
promoted various activities and 
experimented with raising a herd 
of cattle on the muck land. These 
efforts were unsuccessful. On 
March 15, 1917, the town's post 
office permanently closed its doors. 
In 1920 a flood forced most of the 
remaining settlers to leave, and one 
year later, the settlement was aban
doned. 
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Although many landowners 
were discouraged about the condi 
tion and location of their reclaim 
ed properties, there was a con 
tinuous stream of uninformed in 
vestors, and new communities 
emerged overnight. Unfortunately, 
most of the new residents who did 
have farming experienc2 did not 
know how to utilize the reclaimed 
land. In the main, those "paper 
townsites" flourished on the dreams 
of the investors and by the labor 
of the settlers, but their chief pro 
duct was failure. 

Disgruntled land owners and the 
United States government eventual 
ly came down hard on the land 
companies, and a "war against the 
Everglades" erupted. In defense of 
their actions, the land companies 
claimed that they had been prom 
ised complete land reclamation 
within ten years by the state. The 
companies also maintained that 
their claim, "frost was not a hazard 
to agriculture," was only a state
ment that had been issued by the 
United States Weather Bureau. 

In effect, the land companies 
claimed that any improper selling 
techniques that they might have 
used resulted only from misre 
presentations by the State of 
Florida and the United States De 
partment of Agriculture. Under 
standably, this defense was ground
less because the government's work 
was experimental and everyone's 
knowledge of the Everglades was 
limited. Some land companies did 
urge customers to wait until total 
reclamation was attained. Then 
again, as Lawrence Will indicated, 
" ... too many ambitious sales
men had diverged considerably 
from the truth . . . " 

Many land sellers, including 
Richard Bolles, were indicted for 
"selling land by the gallon." Some 
were convicted but never sent to 
prison. Charges against Bolles were 
dismissed, but the government dog 
ged him until his death in 1917. 
Many landowners had allowed their 
payments to lapse, and those who 
held the deeds stopped paying taxes. 
Difficulties experienced by several 
new communities, such as Glade 
Crest, discouraged large numbers of 
investors. Despite indictments, de-
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faults, and the Drainage Commis 
sion's failure to market their six 
million dollars worth of bonds, the 
state proceeded in 1915 with plans 
to excavate the St. Lucie Canal, as 
originally suggested by the late 
Governor Broward. Only then did 
the bonds begin to sell. As a result, 
reclamation became a reality. 

The completion of the canals and 
the settling of the 'Glades were 
leading factors in the move to form 
a new county in southeast Florida. 
Proponents of the new county 
wanted its northern boundary to 
follow the Hillsboro Canal to Lake 
Okeechobee, but legislators from 
Palm Beach County, in which this 
land was located, blocked their 
efforts. When the new county --
appropriately named Broward after 
the late governor --- was established 
in 1915, its northern border fol
lowed the Hillsboro for less than 
ten miles, and then continued due 
west. Deerfield thus was taken into 
Broward County, but the upper 
Hillsboro region remained in Palm 
Beach County. 

That same year, 1915, the Dixie 
Highway was completed through 
the eastern portion of Broward 
County, allowing convenient access 
to Deerfield and towns further 
south by automobiles from the 
north. The construction of a bridge 
across the Intracoastal Waterway at 
Deerfield in 1917 furthered the 
growth of the young county by 
opening coastal areas to expansion. 
These areas, once regarded as worth
less because they could not be cul
tivated, and used only by picnickers,. 
soon became popular recreational 
spots, frequented by bathers and 
sport fishermen. Unfortunately, 
during that same year, a freeze had 
crippled Deerfield's tomato crop 
and discouraged plans to build a 
processing plant. As a result, Deer
field residents increasingly looked 
to the east. The Woman's Club was 
organized in 1919, and was presi
ded over by Mrs. George Emory 
Butler, Jr. Their first project re
sulted in the construction of a 
pavilion on the beach. By 1920, 
the increasing population of Deer
field had created a demand for a 
larger school to accomodate the 
children. 

The 1920s brought an unpre
cedented tourist and real estate 
boom to Florida's southeast coast. 
Deerfield, still primarily an agri
cultural town, was not affected to 
the extent of nearby resort com -;. 
munities such as Boca Raton and 
Fort Lauderdale, but it did profit , 
from the region's general prosperi· 
ty. In fact, the convenience of 
electricity became available to the 
townspeople in 1924, and one._ 
year later the first library was 
established in the home of Mrs. 
Lee Craig. The land boom peaked , 
in 1925, and that year Deerfield 
was incorporated. J. D. Butler is 
generally credited with leading 
several townspeople to seek state

4 

action for incorporation since the 
neighboring town of Boca Raton , 
was expanding rapidly and threat
ened to take in the Deerfield area. 
Butler had come to Deerfield in 
1900, and prospered in awiculture:" 
Mayor George Emory Butler, Jr_ 
and the city council presided over 
an area that extended south from 
the river to the Hillsboro Light
house. Mr. J. B. Wiles, who moved 
to Deerfield in 1925, remembered 
this era vividly. He referred to 
1925 as "the year of the tin-can 
tourist epidemic." This name was 
applied because the town did not 
have restaurants or motels. The 
tourists slept in tents in city-spon
sored camps, and obtained their 
meals from tin cans. The follow-

1 

ing year brought both disaster and •) 
progress. The Seaboard Air Line I 
Railroad reached Deerfield at the 
end of 1926, but not before a Sep
tember hurricane had eroded the 

..... ; . 
beach, devastated much of the ' 
town, and put an end to the Florida 
land boom. 

At the other end of the canal, ' 
settlers disregarded the hardships 
that others had endured at Glade 
Crest, and strived to establish "" 
flourishing agricultural community I 
at Lake Okeechobee. Their Hills- I 
bora Canal Settlement was plowed ··"'" 
from custard apple ridges and from 
the drained portion of the lake 
bottom. 

A Canadian hockey player named 
Orrin W. Manning and two of his , 
friends were among the first settlers 
on the Hillsboro near Lake Okee-



chobee. Manning, Burr Gaylord, 
and George Fish purchased land on 
the south side of the canal, about 
two miles from the lake, for forty 
dollars per acre. In January 1915, 
the three pioneers erected a small 
shack and planted a garden. Their 
initial prospects for a successful 
harvest were good, but frost even 
tually killed that dream. Subse 
quently, they abandoned their 

~ farm. 
One year later, in the fall of 

1916, William G. Clark and his wife 
purchased twenty-three acres west 
of the Manning property. Like the 
first settlers, they suffered hard
ships. Yet, the Clar .( family remain
ed. Soon after their arrival, Myles 
F. Myers and William H. Badger 
came. While Myers settled to the 
east, Badger settled on the north 
side of the canal. By this time Orrin 
Manning had returned. 

About one mile to the west of 
these farms, Hans Stein and Ben 
Buxton settled on the south side 
of the canal. Stein originally had 

' 

farmed the lake bottom,. but he 
· moved down the canal, nearer to 

I
. the locks, when he was hired to be 

the first lock tender on the upper 
Hillsboro. 

II J. R. Leatherman purchased the 

west half of Section Thirty, which 
was north of the farms operated by 
Stein and Buxton. In 1919 Leather
man built a two -story house on the 
canal and began to promote a town 
which, later on, would be called 
Chosen. That same year, Paul Johns 
established a residence in a shack at 
the locks. 

Although there were only nine 
teen men in the area, the children 
of the settlement's three families 
were in need of a schoolhouse. At 
the request of those families, the 
Palm Beach County School Board 
provided the lumber, and the set
tlers supplied the labor. Soon after
wards, the children. toting their 
drinking water and lunches, follow-

ed the muck trails that led to the 
schoolhouse. In 1921 a second 
school was established one mile up 
the canal, closer to the locks, to 
serve the children who lived in that 
area. Walter R. Hooker was their 
first teacher. 

The first church services on the 
upper Hillsboro were held in the 
spring of 1919 at Clark's residence. 
The children attended Sunday 
school classes, which were superin
tended by Walter Greer. J. R. Lea
therman was the first minister. 
Eventually, he was replaced by 

During the boom years of the 1920s, 
Deerfield remained primarily an agri · 
cultural town, and vegetable shipping was 
a big business. 

Reverend E. L. Housley. Reverend 
and Mrs. Housley had been mis
sionaries in the Philippines, and 
Lawrence Will claimed that, "when 
those jungles began to get too 
civilized they came here to the 
Everglades." When church mem 
bership increased, a more perma 
nent house of worship was erected 
on the canal's bank. 

In 1916 Howard Stowe had set 
up a store on Torry Island, at the 
southeastern part of Lake Okee
chobee, across from Mclaughlin's 
Fish Camp. Beginning in March of 
1917, he opened a post office from 
that establishment. At first the 
business flourished~ however, the 
lake's waters continued to recede. 
That phenomenon, which had be
gun with the opening of the canals, 
made it impossible for boats to 
travel up the canal to reach Stowe's 
business. Consequently, Stowe re
ceived the necessary permit from 
the War Department to construct a 
bulkhead and establish a man-made 
island south of Torry Island. Thus 
he was able to re-establish his busi
ness near the intersecting channels 
of the Hillsboro and the North 
New River canals. 

At the new location Stowe hired 
Fred Himmelreicht to assist with 
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the increasing business. The post 
office retained the name of Torry 
Island, although it then was located 
one -half mile away from that iso 
lated land mass. After Himmel 
reicht moved away, Stowe em 
ployed William Badger. On July 20, 
1918, Badger was appointed post
master. He held that position for 
many years, long after the actual 
store was closed. 

In time, poor health prevented 
Stowe from managing the business 
so he sold out t o the Fort Lauder
dale Mercantile Company. The new 
manager was Dewey M. Hutchins, 
VJho maintained successful business 
relations with the trappers and the 
farmers. In fact, business was so 
good that Hutchins established a 
branch of the Fort Lauderdale 
State Bank right within the store. 

Hutchins, too, needed an assist 
ant, so Herbert G iebert transterred 
from the mercantile company's 
main store in Fort Lauderdale to 
the Lake Okeechobee location. 
There he courted and married a girl 
from Glade Crest, ten miles down 
the canal. 

Soon Hutchins learned that J . R. 
Leatherman was attempting to es 
tablish a post office in Chosen, and 
assumed that, if Leatherman was 
successful, he eventually would 
open a store as well. Any outlet 
would compete with Hutchins' 
operation for business from the 
mainland customers, who outnum 
bered those at the lake. 

There was potential for sti II more 
competition. The major part of the 
Hillsboro Canal Settlement, situa 
ted one mile downriver from Lea
therman's community and even fur
ther from Hutchins' store, also 
wanted its own post office. 

In order to thwart any future 
competitors, Hutchins conferred 
with his supervisors in Fort Lauder 
dale and received permission to es
tablish a branch store on the Hills
boro Canal. Thus, the industrious 
proprietor opened a post office 
and store on the north side of the 
canal. It was close to the heart of 
the settlement, near Wi II iam Bad 
ger's house. Hutchins kept a row
boat at the new store in order to 
accommodate the residents who 
lived on either side of the canal 
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and needed to ferry themselves 
across the Hillsboro. In addition, 
Hutchins received permission to 
deliver the mail between his two 
establishments. 

In 1920, heavy rains enlarged 
the surface area of the lake and, 
thus, destroyed many lakefront 
farms. The loss of those customers 
forced the stores to close their 
doors. Badger then received offi
cial notice that the Torry Island 
post office would close permanent -
ly. Consequently, both sections of 
the Hillsboro Canal Settlement 
sought a new name so that they 
could have the post office. 

Leatherman's community select
ed the name Chosen from the Bib
lical quotation "for this was the 
Chosen place ... " In the main part 
of the settlement, Myles Myers sug
gested the name of Belle Glade. 
"After all." he said. "this is the 
Belle of the whole darn 'Glades." 
Because the two sections of the 
settlement could not compromise 
on which would have the post of 
fice, two branches were opened 
one mile apart on April 1, 1921. 

By this time, Chosen was begin
ning to show signs of growth. In 
1920 the first Lutheran services 
ever held at the lake were minister
ed in that town. That same year 
Isaac West and Walter Hooker ar
rived, and in 1921 opened a store. 
West became Chosen's first post 
master. He held that position 
until the post office was closed in 
1956. Just down the Hillsboro, 
the Belle Glade post office opera 
ted in the old bank-store on the 
canal. Like Chosen, Belle Glade 
was becoming a leading agricul 
tural community. 

In 1922 another rainy season 
inundated the Everglades. During 
the next two dry seasons, in 1924 
and 1925, fires beset the area. Al 
though nature had the upper hand 
in controlling the fate of the drain
age district, some hearty souls con
tinued to fight the elements. 

Back in 1921, the Florida State 
Legislature had approved the es
tablishment of an agricultural ex
periment station three miles east of 
Belle Glade. Horticulturists from 
the University of Florida began 
testing the Everglades muck land 

in order to assess its capab ilities. 
The agriculture scientists rai 
vegetables, sugar cane, rice, pas· 
ture grasses, and cattle at the sta· 
tion, which was referred to as the 
Hillsboro Plantation. Dr. Robert V 
Allison, a state employee from 
Ga i nesvi lie, came to the station i 
1926. Allison's soil experiments 
were geared toward eliminating 
copper deficiencies. Ten thousand 
acres of fields were planted under 
varied conditions for test ing. In ' 
1927 the university also planted a 
peanut crop which succumbed to 
deficiencies in the soil. The station 
endured hurricane and drought and, 
in time, Allison's efforts resu lted in I 
the present- day use of copper sui : ., · 
fates by the agricultural industry. 

While the station continued with 
its agricultural e~periments1 ano· 
ther venture was under way four· ·I 
teen miles down the cana l. Brown 
Paper Company of New Hampshir! 
started as a ten thousand dollar 
sawmill operation within t heir state 
and expanded into a t en million 
dollar business after the ir research _ 
department discovered t hat the in· 
jection of hydrogen gas into peanut 
oil would produce a superior cook· 
ing oil. This new product was high· 
ly marketable. 

While on vacation in Miami, an 
executive of Brown Paper Company 
went along on a land company's 
sales excursion to Lake Okeecho· 
bee. At Belle Glade he learned that 
Mahlon C. Eggleston had raised 
15,000 pounds of peanuts on a ten 
acre field. Soon afterward, Brown 
Paper Company purchased 72,000 
acres about four miles down the 
canal from Glade Crest. The com· 
pany planned to invest several mil· , 
lion dollars in the establishment of ' 
a peanut farm. 

In 1924 Brown Paper's opera· 
tions began at Shawano Plantation. 
William Lord was appointed genera~ ' 
manager, and Eggleston, who was 
knowledgeable about peanut farm· • 
ing, was hired as the first field su· 
perintendent. Dr. H. P. Vannah, 
research chemist, worked coopera· 
tively with Dr. Allison who directed 
operations at the university's ex · 
perimental station. 

Specialized equipment and inno
vative techniques contributed to 
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Map of the reclaimed · ands south and east of Lake Okeechobee. 
Many of the "paper townsites" established along the canals in 

the 1910s had ended in failure. {Map cou rtesy of Kenneth J . 
Hughes.) 

the uniqueness of the plantation. 
Shawano built and used its own 
planters, cultivators, waterworks, 
and an electric plant, which provi 
ded a lifeline to civilization. It wc. s 
an enormous operation. Refrigera 
ted barges transported its produce 
down the Hillsboro, and a barn 
sheltered its herd of Guernsey 
catt le. 

Although Shawano Plantation 
was established as a peanut farm, 
experiments were conducted on 
many other agricultural products. 

In March 1929, for example, only 
3,000 acres, representing less than 
five percent of the plantation's 
total acreage, were planted. Two 
hundred acres were cultivated for 
sugar cane, 1,500 for peanuts, and 
the remainder for potatoes and 
other vegetables. 

Shawano Plantation might have 
succeeded as a leading agricultural 
producer in south Florida if the 
economy had not collapsed. Unfor 
tunately, Brown Paper Company 
folded during the 1929 stock mar-

ket crash, and the farm was sold to 
foreign interests. Two years later, 
the plantation was disbanded. 

Previously, in 1924, the Fort 
Lauderdale firm of Bryan and Hol
loway had constructed a road from 
Twenty Mile Bend, at the junction 
of the West Palm Beach and Ocean 
canals, west to Belle Glade. Six 
months later, the Connors High 
way, which followed the West 
Palm Beach Canal, opened. This 
road ran from the bend to the 
east side of the lake. In time, canal 
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Map of the major canals from Lake Okeechobee to the east 
coast. In 1921 the town of Belle Glade was established on the 
upper Hillsboro Canal. The City of Deerfield (later Deerfield 
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Beach) was incorporated in 1925. (Map courtesy of Kenneth 
J. Hughes.) 



boats became obsolete for hauling 
freight. 

In the meantime, Charles Riedel! 
came to Belle Glade. He was an 
optimist who saw a future in that 

_ tiny agricultural community. Ex 
.., cept for its small business district, 

which was comprised of two stores, 
a hotel, and one gas station, Belle 
Glade was a tent town in 1927 and 
1928. That soon changed. At the 
end of the Bryan and Holloway 

i: road, Riedel! platted a twenty-
:> acre townsite on which he con 

structed a two-story building in 
which he relocated the post office. 
Soon after, on April 10, 1928, the 
town was incorporated, and Walter 

c Greer became the first mayor . 
.:: In 1926, Belle Glade, along with 

many other lake communities, was 
warned that an impending hurri 

' cane would flood the district. The 
ensuing storm did most of its 

- damage along the Atlantic coast 
and on the west side of the lake, r where the dike at Moore Haven was 
washed away, killing more than 300 

. people. Although this hurricane 

f 
marked the collapse of the Florida 
land boom, Governor John W. Mar

. tin proposed a twenty million dol 
lar bond issue to continue the Ever

'· glades reclamation and maintenance 
project. Meanwhile, settlers along 

r the lake repaired the damage and 
· resumed their activities. Unfortu -

nately, little had been done when a 

f 
second killer storm swept through 
only five months after Belle Glade 
was incorporated. 

1 This 1928 storm unleashed its 
r fury along the coast, where it de-

i> 

I 

l 

stroyed property in Deerfield. It 
then turned westV' drd, and struck 
the agricultural district which en 
compassed Lake Okeechobee. 
Water spilled over the lake's south
east dike, washed away a fortune 
in agricultural products and achieve
ments, and claimed more than 
2,300 I ives. Many victims had 
sought shelter in their homes. Some 
survivors had huddled aboard an 

. anchored craft. Belle Glade, Chosen, 
and many other communities were 

, virtually wiped off the map. The 
Belle Glade bridge across the Hills
boro Canal was destroyed. The ex
perimental station, east of town, 
was inundated. 

The University of Florida's agricultural experiment station near Belle Glade has devel
oped scientific techniques for farming reclaimed lands since the early 1920s. (Photo 
courtesy of Kenneth J. Hughes.) 

After the hurricane, the towns
people cremated and buried their 
dead and rebuilt their properties. 
In time, Belle Glade evolved into a 
fine city set amidst a sea of sugar 
cane fields, and Chosen was annex 
ed. By the spring of 1982, the es 
timated population of Belle Glade 
exceeded 16,000. Although Belle 
Glade is now the kind of city that 
optimists such as Charles Riedel! 
had envisioned, recovery there, and 
in many other south Florida com
munities after the hurricane, was 
not instantaneous. 

The extensive damage to the agri
cultural district in 1928, coming 
only two years after the disastrous 
1926 storm and the collapse of 
the land boom, plunged south Flo
rida deeper into economic depres
sion. Although the town of Deer
field survived the hurricane, finan 
cial security was lost the following 

year when the banks failed. The 
1930s were a period of struggle. 
It was also an era of Prohibition, 
when the Hillsboro Canal served as 
an unloading site for rumrunners, 
and when federal agents were oc
casionally successful in capturing 
the illegal contraband. In the latter 
part of that decade the agricultural 
marketplace moved to Pompano 
and, consequently, the train seldom 
stopped at the Deerfield station. On 
August 22, 1939, the name of the 
town was changed to Deerfield 
Beach in an attempt to attract 
tourists. During those hard times, 
many of the town's 1 ,800 residents 
survived by working on such pro
jects as the construction of William 
L. Kester's beach cottages and the 
maintenance of Federal Highway 
U.S. 1. The only other major source 
of employment in the area was the 
Boca Raton Hotel. Many city of -
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ficials and policemen worked with
out pay, and real estate values drop
ped so low that many people aban
doned their homes and properties. 
Even a newspaper called The Deer
field News went bankrupt after 
less than two years of publication. 
In effect, the people were drawn 
together by the common cause of 
poverty. 

Northwest of Deerfield Beach, fi 
nancial hardships played an impor 
tant role in the future development 
of the drainage district. The Okee 
chobee Flood Control District was 
created by the state legislature in 
1929 so that the area could be 
maintained with cooperation from 
the Army Corps of Eng ineers. In 
order to minimize the possibility 
of future disasters, the fed era I 
government passed the Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1930. In effect, the 
secretary of war authorized the 
Army Corps of Engineers to im 
prove the channels of the Caloo
sahatchee and St. Lucie rivers and 
to construct a thirty-one foot high 
dike at Lake Okeechobee, near the 
flood -prone areas. 

Congress authorized ten m iII ion 
dollars for these improvements and 
requested an additional twenty per
cent from private sources. By the 
year 1929, the reclamation project 
had expended eighteen million dol 
lars, and the state owed a bonded 
debt of $10,500,000, which was 
difficult to pay during the De 
pression. Even after the 1928 hur 
ricane, however, properties within 
the district were assessed at 
$106,000,000, and the population 
numbered 48,000. So, eventually, 
Congress did spend twenty mil 
lion dollars for improvements to 
the thirty -four to thirty-eight foot 
high Herbert Hoover Dike which, 
to this day, has withstood several 
severe storms. 

The State of Florida could not 
meet its commitments within the 
drainage district until 1942. Then 
Governor Spessard L. Holland and 
the legislature negotiated a Recon 
struction Financing Corporation re 
funding bond. At this time, the 
state's deficit for the rec(amation 
project was in excess of sixteen mil 
lion dollars. The Army Corps of 
Engineers had been maintaining the 
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flood control district si nee 1935. 
The freezes of 1935 and 1937 

caused a great deal of damage to 
the agricultural district. In an at 
tempt to minimize future damage, 
the water tables were lowered. But 
in the late 1940s it was discovered 
that fresh -water wells in such coast
al communities as Deerfield Beach 
had suffered salt water intrusion. 
This problem led to the placement 
of numerous salinity barriers in 
the existing canals. 

In 1947 south Florida suffered 
from severe flooding following a 
hurricane. Water inundated eleven 
counties and covered five million 
acres of land. The Army Corps of En-
gineers' response to this event was 
the creation of a comprehensive 
water control plan, which was sub 
mitted to Congress on April 26, 
1948. After the plan was approved, 
Lake Okeechobee was utilized as a 
reservoir where excess water could 
be stored for purposes of irrigation. 
Subsequently, three water conser 
vation areas were created to con
trol the water level and to protect 
the aquifer. The Hillsboro Canal 
today serves as a divider between 
water conservation areas No. 1 and 
No. 2A. 

In 1949 the Florida Legislature 
created the Central and Southern 
Flor ida Flood Control District. Its 
purpose was to function as a local 
sponsor of federally - funded proj
ects. This new organization even 
tually controlled the Okeechobee 
Flood Control District and the 
Everglades Drainage District . By 
1952 the cost of maintenance and 
improvements within the drainage 
district exceeded $32,000,000. This 
was quite an expenditure for a 
project that, back in 1910, had 
cost the state only eight cents per 
cubic yard for earth excavation. 

After decades of expending 
funds to contro l the water table 
and to reclaim land, the state and 
the corps did have some success. 
Whenever the water level in the lake 
had to be lowered, most of the 
water was diverted through the St . 
Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers. 
Canals such as the Hillsboro did 
drain some water into the ocean, 
but only in marginal quantities. The 
water that left the lake through the 

Hillsboro Canal usually crossed into 
the West Palm Beach Canal via t he T 
Ocean Canal. Otherwise, the water 
drained onto cultivated areas. When 
this occurred, the Miami Canal 
sometimes drained back into the 
lake. 

During the 1940s, not much 
water was allowed to flow from the 
canals and across the Everglades. -< 

Consequently, the uncultivated ~ "" 
marshlands were dependent on rain· 
fall in order to thrive. After the "' 
water tables were lowered, f ire ... -. 
destroyed much of the rich soil. • 
The University of Florida Experi· 
mental Station conducted many ~ 

studies which revealed, among 
other things, that during the first .t 

ten years after reclamation the soil ~..., 
had subsided one and a half feet, I 
and subsidence had continu ed at 
the rate of one inch per year si nce. 
In order to lessen this threat, it 
was determined that cultivate&·-- -
lands would require more water...,., _ 
during the dry season. 

Despite the fires and the sub
sidence, drainage has benefited the , • 
agricultural areas along the Hills-r 
boro and has effected the cu lt iva
tion of many fertile but otherwise 
useless acres of land . And although 
much of the reclaimed land could - l 
not be populated, a percentage did 
retain some value for agricultural 
purposes. As early as 1905, the 
Everglades land, which totaled 

I ' 
about 2,750,000 acres, both in and 
out of the district, had an estimated .. -
value of $5,391,000. By 1929 the I 
finest cleared land could be pur- -.~ 

chased at prices that ranged f rom 
sixty -eight to ninety-two dollars 
per acre. Most acreage exceeded-- .~ 

fifty dollars, and some choice prop-
erty did sell for $300 per acre. In 
contrast, flooded marshlands sold "'! 
for only a few dollars per acre. 

When one considers these vary-
ing prices, it is not surprising that 
in 1941 the lands were taxed at 
rates that ranged from $1 .25 to 
$1.50 per acre. Of the 4,370,000 "' 
acres of land in the drainage dis- ..., 
trict, which reached from the Ever
glades proper to the Kissimmee-. 11 

area, no more than 100,000 acres 
were farmed durinq the period up 
to the 1940s, and probably no 
more than eighty percent of th is 



_., 

area ever was farmed at any one 
time. 

During the 1940s, John H. Davis, 
Jr., Ph.D., studied the natural fea 
tures of southern Florida in general, 
and of the Hillsboro Canal in par-
ticular. It was his opinion that only 

,;_ 600,000 acres, which represented 
less than one fourth the acreage of 
the entire region, could be used for 
agricultural purposes. After Davis 

I, had observed the low Hillsboro 
Lake area, which created a pond 
between that canal and the Atlantic 
coast, he concluded that, although 
the fish population died out during 
the dry season, the greater part of 
that slough and "tree- island area" 

1
-: should be set aside as a reservoir 

and wildlife preserve. 

' ,, 

As a result of the passage of the 
National Environmental Protection 
Act of 1969, the Central and 
Southern Florida Flood Control 
District was requested to restore 
lakes and marshes and to establish 
environmental and water quality 
controls. This new act also man -
dated caution in future decisions 

r
.. regarding water management in 

order to ascertain that there would 
be no harmful impact on the en -

f. vironment and on human lives. 
. Growing concern about the en -

' r 
r 

vironment also prompted the Gov 
ernor's Conference on Water Man 
agement, which resulted in the re 
commendation that a state -wide 
comprehensive water use plan be 
implemented. 

Consequently, the Water Re -
sources Act was passed in 1972. 
This act broadened the authority of 
Florida's five water management 
districts. In 1976 the state legisla 
ture changed the name of the Cen 
tral and Southern Florida Flood 
Control District to the South Flori-

!_ da Water Management District. The 

I 
present functions of the district are 

. 

· to manage water and related land 
resources and to oversee the opera 
tion of private drainage districts, 
nineteen of which are located in 

I Broward County. The district also 

( 

promotes conservation, the devel
opment of recreational resources, 
health, safety, and general welfare . 
Nearly fifty percent of the original 
Everglades has been preserved in its 
natural state. These lands, which 

encompass 1,337 square miles, are 
utilized as water storage areas. 
Nearly 579,533 acres out of 669,231 
in the agricultural areas south of 
Lake Okeechobee and along the 
Hillsboro Canal are now in produc
tion. The Water Management Dis 
trict thus controls the drainage 
which many early settlers labored 
to conquer, and also regulates land 
use within its boundaries, a vital 
need in an era of unprecedented 
population growth. 

During World War II the popula
tion of southern Palm Beach Coun 
ty and northern Broward County 
increased when the Boca Army Air
field was established just north of 
Deerfield Beach. Military personnel 
created demands on housing and 
numerous other services. Although 
the townspeople of Deerfield Beach 
still were experiencing the after 
effects of the Depression, they 
cooperated with the war effort. A 
submarine watch tower, erected on 
Deerfield's beach, was manned by 
volunteer citizens on an around 
the-clock basis. These lookouts had 
witnessed the sinking of many 
ships along the Florida coast . Jack 
Nelson was in charge of anti -sub
marine operations. 

After the war, tourism boosted 
south Florida's economy, and Deer
field Beach no longer had to rely on 
the agricultural market as a measure 
of its prosperity. Nevertheless, hom
age is still paid to its pioneer farm 
ers at an annual celebration called 
"Cracker Day. " This event takes 
place at "Pioneer Park," on land 
donated by W. L. Kester. Deerfield 
Beach today is a successful, expand
ing Gold Coast city with a popula
tion that exceeds 42,000. Its ur 
banized area stretches along the 
coast from Boca Raton to Pom
pano Beach, and is moving west
ward. Golfing communities and 
industrial parks are situated near 
the river that the Spanish explor
ers considered part of the Rio 
Seco. Interstate 95 crosses that 
same estuary, referred to at various 
times in its past as the Shark
tail or the Potomac River. 

It was here in the wilderness that 
some Seminoles found food and 
shelter, that the young United 
States Army sought to capture the 

Indians, and that early settlers 
tilled the banks. Although the 
country was rugged, many settlers 
adapted. Today's cities of Deerfield 
Beach and Belle Glade are the 
proud results of the efforts and per
sistence of those early oioneers. 
Because of their enthusiasm, we are 
able to witness an ever -expanding 
and rich history along the Hills 
boro. 
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INTRODUCING L(Q)~~CC= 
l(Q)cal @overnment 
~nformation CCenter 

An innovative public service of
fered by the Broward County Main 
Library, LOGIC -- Local Govern
ment Information Center-- features 
a core collection of local documents 
dealing with contemporary issues 
and urban problems confronting 
Broward County's governmental 
divisions, departments, boards, and 
commissions; Broward County's 
twenty-nine municipalities; and 
quasi-governmental organizations 
and civic agencies involved in com
munity services and local govern
ment research. Local government 
documents address a vast range of 
pub I ic pol icy issues. Among the 
types of documents acquired, in
dexed, and made available for 
ready access are a. mual, monthly, 
and quarterly reports; municipal 
and county codes and ordinances; 
minutes of commission and council 
proceedings; land use and engineer
ing plans; budgets; consultants' 
studies; regional pub I ications; and 
serials, pamphlets, and brochures. 
This medley of documents covers 
such topics as aviation, environ
mental quality, parks and recrea
tion , solid waste, education, trans
portation , tourism, economic devel 
opment, housing, water manage
ment, resource recovery, pub I ic 
works, disaster preparedness, local 
history, and historic preservation. 

by 

Marlyn Kemper 
LOGIC Librarian 

Government Documents Dept. 
Fifth Floor 

Broward County Main Library 
100 South Andrews Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 
(305) 357-7436 

Inspired by the opening of the 
Broward County Main Library in 
downtown Fort Lauderdale on 
April 29, 1984, LOGIC is designed 
to serve the reference needs of 
county and municipal officials and 
their staffs, local industry, as well 
as all citizens of Broward who 
desire to make better informed 
decisions in a timely manner. 
Situated on the Broward County 
Main Library's fifth floor, LOGIC 
is part of the Government Docu
ments Department, which also ad
ministers state, federal, and inter
national publications. 

A primary mission of LOGIC is 
to build the capacity of local 
c1t1zenry and civic leaders to 
access both historical and up-to
date information on a variety of 
urban issues unique to Broward, 
one of Florida's fastest growing 
counties. While the need and the 
right of the public to be aware of 
what its government has accom
plished and is doing is noncontro
versial and basic, because of frag
mentation of bibliographic sources 
and studies, individuals seeking 
information frequently do not 
know where to go in government or 
government-related agencies to se 
cure answers to the ir questions. In 
spite of the proliferation of locally
generated information, access to 

historic, timely, and area-specific 
research has been limited. LOGIC 
is meeting the challenge of making 
local information openly and readily 
available to the population served 
by the Broward County Main 
Library, establishing a cohesive col
lection of local documents, provid
ing reference access to this increas
ingly important source of informa
tion, and facilitating effective refer
ral to other persons or agencies 
once LOGIC's resources are ex
hausted. LOGIC is maintaining auto
mated internal bibliographic control 
of its local government documents 
through the utilization of a micro
computer. Computer-generated 
checklists serve as the major means 
of reference access to the LOGIC 
collection. 

In responding to the challenges 
posed by Broward County's un
precedented growth and an infor
mation revolution triggered by the 
electronic age, LOGIC participates 
in the Urban Documents Program 
developed by Greenwood Press. 
The Urban Documents Program in
cludes the Urban Documents Micro
fiche Collection and the Index To 
Current Urban Documents, which 
offers multi-subject access to the 
Urban Documents Microfiche Col
lection and is the only national 
guide specifically devoted to local 
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government publications in the 
United States. Cities selected for 
full coverage in the Urban Docu
ments Program generally include all 
municipalities with at least 100,000 
residents as well as the counties and 
regions in which these municipalities 
are sited. Moreover, in addition to 
featuring documents issued by 
cities ranging from Albany, Georgia; 
Anna pol is, Maryland; and Augusta, 
Maine, to Wheeling, West Virginia; 
White Plains, New York; and 
Wilmington, Delaware, the Urban 
Documents Program includes inno
vative local government projects 
and reports generated by smaller 
localities. 

and counties, as well as an immense quently the major or only access 
library of solutions, LOGIN in- to local activities, local government • 
eludes state of the art information documents present a new dimension 
on how specific problems are being and enhanced perspective to the 
solved by other jurisdictions. Devel- Broward County Main Library's 
oped by Control Data Corporation, reference and research collection. 
LOGIN enables subscribers to iden- LOGIC ensures the ready accessi -.,.. · 
tify rapidly what other localities bility of local government informa- -, 
are doing to cut costs and improve tion for its clientele, provides ~ 
services across an alphabetic range factual information on demand, .· 
from abandonment to zoning. With and serves as an information ~ 
local budgets shrinking and local clearinghouse for local materials ~ 
problems becoming more complex, generated by local agencies and as a 
LOGIN is a cost-effective vehicle forum for information exchange . ... • 
for local government officials to By incorporating local government-
gather practical information from produced information into the • 
one knowledge base. mainstream of library services, the , "' 

With the advent of LOGIC, Local Government Information 1 
Broward County's local government Center at the Broward County Ma i n ~ '\ 

LOGIC also provides the speci- documents are no longer a hidden Library plays a pivotal role in ~ . 
ali zed local government on I ine ser- information bank, often dispersed, communicating information of vital 
vice called LOGIN (Local Govern- rarely fi led and utilized, and local significance to individual citi-
ment Information Network). An seldom retained. Containing re- zens and groups of citizens ranging , k 
interactive information system tea- ports of agencies whose goals and from students, scholars, and urban j 
turing both a method of commu- functions are not cited elsewhere, managers to government staff, elec- ""' 
nicating with ot her municipalities detailed statistical data, and fre- ted officials, and the general public. .... 

----------------------------------------------~ ~1 ' ,..·~·':>;:;;;; 

Broward County's new $22,000,000 Main Library features a number of innovative reference and bibliographic services. 

(Photo courtesy of the Broward County Library.) 
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THE WRECK OF THE 
ATHENAISE 

The Athenaise was a cartell, a 
ship used to exchange prisoners, 
and was in the possession of the 
British when she set sail, ostensibly 
for Morlaix, France, in October, 
1804. Actually, the British had no 
intention of exchanging prisoners, 
and had set their course for Eng
land. Lieutenant G. J. Hony of the 
Royal Navy recounted the details: 

The ship in which I was to take 
my passage was named L'Athenaise 
and 182 French prisoners and two 
women were put on board on Sep 
tember 30th. I went on board on 
October 1st, and we sailed the next 
morning. As it may be amusing to 
see how things are too often con
ducted, I shall give the general fit
out of the ship. She was of 350 
tons, built in Normandy, and cop
per-bottomed; at the capitulation 
of Cape Francois she had fallen 
into our hands, and had lain at Port 
Royal for over fa~ .im months ex
posed to the sea, and now become a 
cartel/ to Morlaix. As it was neces
sary to man her from the ships of 
war, an order was given to send all 
invalids to her. I believe that it 
had been intended to have included 
some able men, but when we got 
to sea we found that only five, out 
of thirty- four seamen, were capable 
of going aloft. Luckily there were 
some active young French sailors 
in the ship, who volunteered to do 
duty, and we gave these men full 
rations, instead of the two-thirds 
usually given to prisoners. 1 

There was a total of 212 persons 

on board, 184 French and thirty
eight British. The only lifeboat on 
board was a canoe which could 
only accomodate two people. The 
captain, James Cox, had been a 
mate on another vessel, and had 
been given this command to get rid 
of him. It was found that he was 
a drunk and worthless as a captain. 

The fever which had incapacita
ted many of the men had become 
worse on board, and three French 
men and two Englishmen had died. 
The Athenaise made a few stops in 
the Caribbean before entering the 
Gulf Stream off Florida. On No 
vember 1, a gale arose and split the 
foresail. As there were not enough 
men to go aloft, it was cut from the 
yard, leaving only the main topsail 
set. The ship started to drift, and 
was caught in an eddy current going 
south. 

Before long, breakers were seen 
about one mile away. The captain 
had gotten drunk after the sail was 
cut and was of no help. The crew 
cut the anchor, but it was too late, 
and the ship struck a reef. Lieuten 
ant Hony recalled that, "The 
scene that followed is indescribable; 
there were upwards of two hundred 
men crouching on the deck, naked, 
and mostly praying and confessing 
their sins, whilst the sea broke over 
her mast heads, and to heighten 
the confusion the mizzen mast fell 
across the deck, breaking one man's 
ankle and ma1m1ng several 
others.' ' 2 

The ship was drawn over the reef 
and into deeper water, staying 
afloat until she grounded off the 

beach. At daybreak the men on 
board found themselves about six 
ships' lengths off the beach. Five 
men volunteered to bring a line to 
shore, and two perished in the at
tempt. Three or four men were car
ried away by the current while 
trying to make a raft of the masts. 
A hawser was made secure, and by 
evening all had landed on the beach 
except a few, including the captain, 
who had stayed on board to get 
drunk. 

The sea had calmed, and the ship 
was now about two lengths from 
shore. Captain Cox and the rest 
now landed. The Frenchmen want
ed to hang the captain, but the En
glish sailors obtained a pardon for 
him. Mr. Hony took a fix on their 
position at latitude 26°1 0' North, 
which is off present-day Lauder 
dale-By- The-Sea. 

Hardly any food was saved off 
the ship, and after two days ashore 
most of the survivors decided to 
march to St. Augustine. The 
French prisoners, outnumbering 
their captors, now took the British 
into custody and placed their own 
sergeant-major in command. The 
majority of the survivors departed 
on November 4, leaving six men 
behind. One of those who remain 
ed had suffered a broken ankle 
when the mizzen mast had fallen . 
Two others had yellow fever. A 
fourth stayed because, as he said, 
"I have been wrecked twice be 
fore on this coast and Johnston 
took me off; he may come again." 3 

Johnston was a wrecker, and later 
it was found that this person had 
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indeed been rescued from the 
wreck. 

By November 6, the food from 
the ship was gone, and the main 
party was eating rattlesnake and 
parrot. Eight more were left behind 
when they could go no further . 
As the group marched up the 
coast, others fell behind and col 
lapsed, but as most of their com 
panions were in almost as bad a 
condition, the stragglers were left 
to their fate. 

On the eighth, the party came 
upon an American sloop wrecked 
on the beach with a cargo of flour, 
apples, potatoes, and onions. The 
Athenaise survivors used a boat 
from this sloop to get across a near
by inlet. The American captain of 
the wrecked sloop gave his cargo 
freely since it would have been 
taken ariyway. The sloop was on 

naise survivors across the inlet. He 
talked the woman into having her 
husband take him the remaining 
twenty -three miles to St. Augus
tine, for which he paid her. 

Hony arrived in St. Augustine 
that night, and landed secretly to 
avoid Spanish patrols. He found 
lodging in a boarding house owned 
by one Long. The main party then 
arrived, numbering 131 men, eighty
one less than when they had left 
Port Royal. The French were treat
ed well in St. Augustine, but the 
English were treated poorly si nee 
the Spanish governor detested 
them . Eventually, Mr. Hony and 
seven other English survivors took 
passage on a small American 
schooner, and arrived at Charleston 
on December 5. 

THE FORMENTO 

her way to St. Augustine from New There is one documented case of 
York, but had been blown south treasure being salvaged off Brow-
before wrecking. ard's coast. On March 8, 1848, the 

The following morning, the Athe- Spanish brig Formento wrecked 
naise survivors set out again, having near the beach off Pompano. She 
been misinformed by the American was bound for Vigo, Spain, from 
that St. Augustine was only four Havana, and carried a cargo of 
or five days away, though it was sugar, wax, arquadiente, and some 
much further. On the tenth they money. She had a total of twenty-
came upon a man named Atkin - seven crewmen and passengers 
son, who was starting a coffee plan- aboard, all of whom were saved and 
tation and had six slaves with him. taken to Key West in Cold and 
He informed them that their desti - Wrights boats. Some wax and ar -
nation was still at least 150 miles quadiente was also saved. 
away. They were at Indian River The wrecker Lavinia arrived at 
Inlet, and Atkinson took them Key West on April 3 with an iron 
across in his boat. chest from the Formento which 

They continued to march, eating they had found, nearly covered by 
snakes, berries, crabs, and a dead sand, in five feet of water. They 
alligator they found on the beach. had also recovered about ninety 
Some men died from eating too dollars in pesetas, which were scat-
much at one time. They finally tered on the bottom in five to five 
made New Smyrna Inlet, and came and one half feet of water. A key 
across a settler named Ladd, who would not open the lock to the 

driven up on the beach near Hills - .. 
boro Inlet. She was out of New 
York, bound for West Africa. Cap- 1 
tain Marsh, the crew, and the pas - • 
sengers abandoned ship in a long
boat and caught the revenue cutter ~ 
Appleton, which took them to Key • 
West. 

The first wrecker on the scene 
was the mail schooner Joshua Skin- -
ner, which found Seminole Indians 

• 

salvaging the wreck. These Indians 
were led by Tiger Tail who, it was 
reported, "had just succeeded the 
dead Sam Jones. "5 The Indians .._ 
offered to help the wreckers for a 
share of the profit, but were re - • 
fused, and proceeded to get drunk • ~ 
on the brandy they had found. 
The only cargo found on the ves -
sel were provisions and bunk lum 
ber. The Thales was one ship bet-
ter off being wrecked. -

THE PROTECTOR 

told them they had at least another chest, but the salvors cut it open, The Protector was a wooden 
seventy miles to go, and gave them and found it "full of pesatas there sailing ship built in 1858 in Rich-
some Indian meal. They were now being over $3,000 in it and no mond, Maine, by H. Springer. She • 
about 140 in number. other coin. "4 was I isted at 799 tons and measur-

The next day they managed to ed 162'7" x 32'7" x 23'2". She 
kill an eighteen-foot alligator, and THE THALES was originally called the Mazeppa, 
the hungry men relished that feast. and sailed out of Richmond. At 
Mr. Hony had fallen behind and, The American bark Thales was a the time of her sinking she was 
continuing on his own, came upon slave trading ship. Although the owned by P. Plowathson and reg- • 
a house inhabited by an Irish slave trade had been outlawed in istered in Stavenger, Norway. Her 
couple. The woman was home, and 1808, it continued well into the captain was H. Falch. 
Hony found that her husband was nineteenth century. During the win - In February 1877, the Protec-

-b_u_sy __ f_e_r_ry_i_n_g_t_h_e_r_e_s_t_o_f_t_h_e_A--th_e __ - _____ te_r __ o_f __ 1_8_5_8_-_1_8_5_9_,_t_h_e __ Th_a_/_e_s_w __ as ______ t_o_r __ w_a_s __ en __ r_o_u_t_e_t_o __ N_o_r_w_a_y __ fr_o_m ____ l 
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Pensacola with a cargo of rosin and 
deals. On February 11 she wrecked 
off present -day Deerfield Beach. 

• Acco rding to the Annual Report of 
the United States Life Saving 
Service, 1876- 1914, she wrecked 

• eleven miles north of Fort Lauder
dale Life Saving Station #4. She 

~ carried a crew of twenty, all of 
- whom were saved and stayed at the 

station for twenty days. The vessel 
1

' was valued at $17,000 and the 
cargo at $9,700, but all was lost. 
With the location given in A Guide 
to Sunken Ships in American 
Waters by Kaplan and Lonsdale, 
and in the Annual Reports of the 

' United States Life Saving Service, 
~ there is not much doubt that this 

is the wreck that has been refer f · red to as the "Deerfield Wreck." 

~ THE COPENHAGEN 

[ . . The New York Times of May 27, 
1900, printed an article reading, 
: 'steamship Ashore on Florida 
Coast, Ft. Lauderdale, Fl., May 
26 --- The steamship Copenhagen, 
Capt. Jones, is ashore six miles 
north of this place. She is making 

·' si x inches of water over her pumps. 
~-. The Copenhagen is from Phi !adel -

phia, bound for Havana with a 
ty' cargo of coal. " 6 

1 The Copenhagen was built in 
f Sunderland, England, by J. Priest -
• man & Co. in 1898. She was a 

325'x47'x25'6" screw steamer, and 
had a T -3 Cy engine. She was own 
ed by Glasgow Shipowners Co., 
Ltd. The steamer left Philadelphia 
on May 20, with a crew of twenty 

, six. She ran aground off the Florida 
coast on the morning of May 27, as 
a result of faulty navigation. The 
following day, salvage operations 
began. Cargo was jettisoned, and 
three pumps were employed to 

, lighten the vessel. The crew left the 
ship on June 1, and on July 17, 

· after over one month of salvage 
• efforts, she was abandoned as a 

total wreck. 
The National Oceanic and At 

mospheric Administration Charting 
and Geodetic Service gives the loca 
t ion of the remains of the Copen 

.hagen as closer to Hillsboro Inlet, 
as does A Guide to Sunken Ships 

in American Waters, but six miles 
from the Life Saving Station site, 
as reported in the newspaper, is 
where the wreck is located. 

THE WRECK OF THE ZION 

On October 1, 1904, the barken
tine Zion of Emden, Germany, 
left Pensacola, bound for London. 
She carried 902.000 feet of lumber 
valued at $15,000.7 On October 12, 
the ship ran into a bad storm off 
Jupiter and hove to. She was off 
present -day Broward County when 
the weather broke and she resumed 
course. When off Jupiter she again 
ran into a storm, this one even 
more severe than the first, and 
again hove to. 

After weathering the storm for 
three days, the Zion sprang a leak. 
Captain Adrian Hemmes, Jr. or
dered the gallant mast cut away 
and, when it fell, the topmast and 
a portion of the mizzen mast were 
carried away. The crew did not 
know their position because of the 
bad weather and could not take a 
fix. At midnight on Saturday, Octo
ber 15, the mastersangout, "Break 
ers ahead! ," and minutes later hit 
a reef broadside. Later, the Zion 
shifted position with the stern sea
ward . 

The launch Badger from Fort 
Lauderdale tried to go out to the 
Zion but returned because of the 
bad weather. Captain Dennis 
O'Neill, a Fort Lauderdale resident 
and former keeper of the Life 
Saving Station there, telegraphed 
Miami for assistance, reporting, 
"Bark ashore on reef and in bad 
condition. Twelve men on board. 
Send assistance if possible. "8 The 
tug Klondike was made ready . 

On Sunday morning Captain 
Hemmes and his crew launched a 
small boat, but it was smashed to 
pieces against the side of the 
Zion . They then decided to make 
the shore on planks, with as many 
as two and three men to a plank. 
By nightfall, all had made it safely 
to shore with the exception of the 
ship's dog, which remained on 
board . On Tuesday, the crew re 
turned to the Zion aboard the 
Badger, but the launch was low on 
fuel, and they were able to save few 

effects. They did rescue the dog at 
this time. 

On October 19, Captain Hem 
mes telegraphed Mr. Woolworth, 
the collector of customs, to tell 
him that the people on t he beach 
were stealing his cargo and to ask 
for help to protect it. The ship sup
posedly had split in two, and lum 
ber was floating to shore. 

The Zion was still aground Wed 
nesday, and the British vice -con 
sul in Jacksonville, Walter Sudlow, 
acting for the German government, 
had taken charge of the wreck and 
appo inted Captain C. J. Rose, the 
local deputy United States mar 
shall, as wrecking master. The fish
ing smack Mt. Pleasant was one of 
the vessels involved in the salvage, 
taking sails, windlass, compass, 
sidelights, and water tanks. 9 This 
merchandise was stored at Cap 
tain Rose's dock at Miami . 

According to interviews with 
crewmen Martin Smith, Felix 
Brandt, Bill Winter, and Emil Rein
ke, the boats involved in the sal 
vage operations brought most of 
their belongings to shore, "but by 
deception, [the belongings] were 
kept on the beach and stolen and 
carried away. "10 These men also 
stated that the Life Saving Station 
offered no help and refused to lend 
them a boat or go with them to 
the wreck. At first, they were also 
refused a place to stay at the sta 
tion, although they were stranded 
for one or two days. The crew said 
that they were almost destitute 
since their clothes and belongings 
were stolen, and that the captain 
intended to file suit against the guil
ty parties if they could be found. 
Winter had been with the ship for 
years, and the others had shipped in 
Pensacola. They praised the action 
of the captain, and said that they 
did all they could to save the ship. 

The Zion was built in 1873 at 
Damaniscotta, Maine, by A. Hall 
for R. Dixon & Smithwick. She was 
formerly the Robert Dixon of New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, and was 
purchased in 1894 by Adrian Hem
mes, the captain's father. She was 
listed at 1,366 tons and measured 
194'9"x38'7"x24'3". 

summer/fall 1984 23 



•• -~,., uJnno.• .. '""', · ' " ·r·~::..:":.::"·c:...".;.:.."· --'":::::":'.::*:___:.:- :.:_•:..=- · 

• . .. "·c !.: W£1JOIIC BUI.S SUIIll Tlil - .. ·- RUSSIJN 8UA. 
J£ j_:_, ~~:"fi:, IIINC M£RRill Of noN WR££1 ":".:. 8/IITISI/UOI 
'":.'" .... :.:~:..:;:.::·.: ... . -.-.... ,-- .. - . . ,_,, ...... , .... , .. 

·:::~:;.j~_;:~~:§ _._,_ ~ ~- '-' -- . - ~ - ... 
... ~::-~::.::.:·":::::::; - ... ----.. - · ... ...... ,_.... . ::;.:.;.:,::..*~ ·-- .. --
~ ;.~-;·-~ .. ~~ '""...":::":".::~ ¥'.::"' ... ~"":-~ :....~ .::::::: -==~· 

iillllli 
1gltii1I-~i~~ 
~~~L~~t~:.~~p ~?If·:~" n~~~::· - . 

"The Daily Miami Metropolis" reports 
the "Zion" wreck. 

THE EDITH L. ALLEN 

The Edith L Allen was on her 
way from Baltimore, bound for 
Port Arthur, Texas. She carriPd a 
cargo of steel rails. On June 17, 
1906, at latitude 26°1 0' north and 
longitude 79°38' west, a few miles 
from present-day Lauderdale-By 
The -Sea, she foundered in deep 
water and all was lost. 11 Built in 
Richmond, Maine, by T. J. South 
ard, the Edith L Allen was a 
wooden four-masted schooner. She 
measured 185'3"x39'1 "x18'4", and 
listed at 969 tons. She was owned 
by F. R. Eaton and registered in 
Philadelphia. At the time of her loss 
her captain wasP. LeBlanc. 

THE WRECK OF THE 
MOLLIE S. LOOK 

AND THE SALVAGE OF THE 
BAYAMO 

On February 5, 1908, the steam 
er Bayamo ran aground on a rock 
ledge off Fort Lauderdale. She was 
a Ward Line steamer registered in 
Havana and bound for Tampico, 
Mexico, from New York. According 
to the Reports of the United States 
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Life Saving Service and the Miami 
Daily Metropolis, she went aground 
four miles north-northeast of the 
Fort Lauderdale Life Saving Station 
and one and one half miles offshore. 
She was listed at 3,296 tons and 
carried 450 tons of general mer
chandise including machinery and 
steam boilers. The vessel was valued 
at $200,000, and the cargo at 
$150,000. 

The resulting salvage attempts 
turned into something of a fiasco. 
The first wreckers on the scene 
were the Key West tugs Martha 
Helen and Three Friends. The 
Three Friends was the most famous 
of the gun - runners during the 
Cuban insurrection of the 1890s, 
and was built and originally cap
tained by Napoleon Bonaparte 
Broward, who served as Florida's 
governor from 1905 to 1909. The 
captain of the Bayamo refused to 
let the Key West wreckers any
where near his ship, but with the 
weather getting worse they kept 
close by. The coasting schooner 
S. R. Mallory was also in the area 
and reportedly brought some of the 
Bayamo 's cargo to shore. The wea
ther continued to worsen, but the 
Bayamo held on and refused the 
tugs' help. Her outer hull was 
damaged, but the inner hull re 
mained intact. Another Ward Line 
steamer, the Co/onto, was on her 
way from Nassau to help. 

At about 7:30 on the night of 
February 10, another steamer 
signaled for help, and rockets could 
be seen about one mile east of 
Fort Lauderdale beach. By the 
tenth the Bayamo was still holding 
her own, although the storm con
tinued to rage, and parts of the car
go were washing up near the Life 
Saving Station just north of New 
River Inlet. At this time the R. G. 
Ross Construction Company was 
hired to salvage the Bayamo. 

Meanwhile, the ~hllie S. Look 
was sailing south, keeping between 
the Gulf Stream and the beach to 
avoid the worst of the storm. She 
was bound for Carrabelle, Florida, 
from Norfolk, Viginia. On February 
14, the vessel "failed to mind the 
helm," and before anything could 
be done, the wind and sea drove her 
up onto the beach about one and 

one half miles above the New River 
Inlet. 12 She was carrying 800 
tons of coal, and the crew took t 
the rigging. The crewmen all were 
saved, but the following day the 
ship was beaten to pieces by th& 
storm. 

The Mollie S. Look was built in · 
1904 in Machias, Maine, by E. J 
White. At the time she wrecked, sh 
was still owned by White, and had a 
crew of eight. The captain was 

I 

Oscar Look. She was listed at 572 
tons and measured 159'x36'2"x-
12'8" of wood construction. 

By February 18, the Key West 
wreckers had filed libel against t he 
Bayamo for $50,000 for not let
ting them salvage the vessel, which' ·· 
according to them, was their right 
since they had been the first to 
arrive at the wreck site. About 200" 
tons of cargo had been removed so 
far and stored at the Benner Line 
dock in Miami. Another complica
tion was added to the already, 
tangled situation when the Ross 
Company was dismissed from t~ 
salvage job, and the tug Relief, ..,. 
belonging to the Merritt Wrecking 
Company of Philadelphia, arrived 
with orders from the Ward Line to 
complete the work. As a result, the 
R. G. Ross Construction Company · 
also filed libel against the Bayamo. 

By February 20, the schooner 
Hazel arrived at the Benner Line ~ .. 
dock and discharged the salvage<\ 
rigging from the Mollie S. Look. 

1 

The rigging was eventually auction-
ed off by Captain Look. Near the 
end of the month, the Relief final-
ly pulled the Bayamo off and tow- · 
ed her to Jacksonville for repairs. 
During her three weeks aground ' ; 
she was reported to have los • 
$100,000 worth of cargo.13 

THE W.S.M. BENTLEY 

Sometime in May of 1913, the 
W.S.M. Bentley went ashore near 
Fort Lauderdale. She was carryin~ ., 
33,000 feet of white pine lumber, 
"valued at $70 per 1,000 ft. "14 
The lumber was salvaged by F. M. 
Carson, J. A. Sillcox, and C. J. 
Anderson, under the direction of 
Captain T. Hall. The claim for thes 
men amounted only to $180. 



The W. S.M. Bentley was refer
""- red to as a steamer in the news

paper account of her grounding, • 
but her registration lists her as a 

-- three-masted British schooner 

.. 

which stayed in service until 1933. 
Whichever type of vessel she was, 
the Bentley was rescued from the 
beach and continued to sail. 

~ THE PURE LUBOIL 

On October 12, 1929, the barge 
Pure Luboil broke loose from the 

-P tug Empire off Palm Beach County 
and drifted south, running aground 
on a reef about 200 yards off Deer

~ field Beach. The barge had a crew 
of six men. Her nose was facing the 

~ beach, and waves were breaking 
over the stern. Coast guardsmen 
from Base Six at Fort Lauderdale, 

,... site of the old Life Saving Station, 
·J rrived at the wreck site and set up 

r---a breeches buoy hawser under the 
( command of Lieutenant Bernier. 
t- Captain E. T. Knight, keeper of the 

Hillsboro Lighthouse, and his rela 
tives who owned Cap's Place Res 
taurant, also assisted in rescuing 

I 
the crew of the Pure Luboil. A 
line was made fast to the barge and 

. the breeches buoy, but the crew 
would not take the line because 
they were afraid of sharks. They 

, eventually made it to shore by 
having the breeches buoy hawser 

\ pull their small l ifeboat to shore 
! .. with them inside.15 
~ The following day, Coast Guard 
t boat # 108 and the Empire tried to 

t
. get the barge off, but to no avail. 
On Monday, October 14, a Belcher 

Oil Company barge was brought up 
from Miami to take off the Pure 
Luboil's cargo of gasoline and make 
her I ighter. They hoped to get her 
off the reef at high tide. By Octo
ber 15, she was still on the reef, and 
another attempt to free her was 
planned.16 

It has not yet been determined 
whether the barge sank or was sal
vaged, but if she did sink, the scat
tered remains of a wreck that lie at 
the north end of Deerfield Beach 
on the first reef could be those of 
the Pure Luboil. 

THE CUMBERLAND 

The hopper dredge Cumberland 
was the last of the wooden hull 
self-propelled steam class vessels in 
use by the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers. She was built 
in 1902 in Belfast, Maine, one of 
four of her type. She measured 
200'x40'8"x20', and was assigned 
to the Corps of Engineers' Savan
nah District. 

The Cumberland left Savannah 
on June 22, 1931, at three p.m., 
on her way to Key West to refuel. 
From Key West she was to proceed 
to Mobile for annual drydocking 
and repairs. Her captain was Joseph 
M. Lavell, but she was under the 
command of Chief Mate A. W. 
Carter, since the captain's coast 
guard license was not endorsed for 
Florida waters. On Tuesday night, 
June 24, the captain came to the 
bridge and, in the vicinity of Cape 
Hetzl, noted that the vessel was in 
shoal water. He ordered the chief 
mate to alter course, but the 
Cumberland eventually went 
aground on a pile of cement off 
Fort Lauderdale. The cement could 
have come from the Frances Hyde, 
which had gone aground on June 
26, 1913, off Deerfield Beach. The 
Frances Hyde had lost $2,500 of 
her $5,000 cargo of cement, which 
may have been jettisoned after she 
was pulled off. 

The Cumberland was being 
pounded by rough seas, and all ef 
forts by coast guard vessels to pu II 
her off were futile. In the black
ness of night and in heavy seas the 

crew of fifty men was taken off 
on Wednesday. On Thursday, a 
navy tug from Key West arrived but 
could not pull the Cumberland off. 
Major Douglas L. Weart, United 
States district engineer, also arrived 
at the scene Thursday. He found 
that her bottom was being pounded 
and was developing many leaks. 
Conventional means of salvage 
were ruled out since she was filling 
too rapidly. Major Weart, after a 
quick assessment, decided to aban 
don her both for the safety of the 
crewmen who had remained aboard 
to assist with the salvage and be 
cause she had outlived her useful
ness and was not worth an expen
sive recovery operation. Her final 
voyage was probably intended as 
her last trip for annual repairs. On 
June 26, 1931, with her seams 
splitting, the Cumberland found her 
final resting place. 17 

WORLD WAR II 

One of the most talked-about 
wrecks off Broward's coast is that 
of a German U- boat reportedly 
lying off the shores of the northern 
part of the county. Many are said 
to have dove this wreck, but no one 
can seem to pinpoint it. An article 
in the July 1967 issue of Skin Diver 
carried a photograph of the con
ning tower of a submarine. The 
photo was taken by Eddie Mali
nowski, former owner of Diver's 
Haven dive shop of Fort Lauder 
dale. Malinowski reportedly found 
the submarine north of Fort Lau 
derdale, lying outside the third 
reef, in 1962. He asserted that, 
"The sub had settled on the out
side of the third reef, listing on the 
downslope of a ledge."1 8 He was 
able to take a photo, but with a 
storm coming up fast, could only 
manage a hurried fix. When he re 
turned, he could not locate the sub 
again. With the mercury ballast 
worth over $1,000,000, it would be 
a very nice find. 

Off Pompano Beach there is a 
spot in over 500 feet of water cal 
led the " Sub." It is a favorite of 
local fishermen. On a depth record 
er it appears to be about the same 
size as a submarine. Its actual iden -

summer/fall 1984 25 



26 BROWARD LEGACY 

Two views of the "Cumberland." )Photos 
courtesy of Walter Schaaf, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.) 
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tity, however, remains to be seen. 
One vessel known to have been 

· torpedoed off the coast of Broward 
County was the 567- ton cargo ship 
Sama. On May 3, 1942, Captain 
Wurdemann of U-boat 506 sighted 
the Sama and torpedoed her at lati
tude 26°04' north, longitude 79°45' 

. west. 
The Conmar, a 231 -ton cargo 

vessel, was sunk in September 1944 
at latitude 26° north, longitude 80° 
west by marine casualty. The Frank 
Baker, a trawler of 100 tons, was 
sunk November 13, 1943, also by 
a marine casualty, at latitude 26°09' 
north, longitude 79°52' west. 

OTHER REPORTED WRECKS 

Bill Arsenau, who has dove the 
Broward County area for years, has 
mentioned some additional wreck 
sites. Just in front 0f the Sea Watch 

· Restaurant were t:te remains of a 
ballast pile now covered by the 
beach restoration project. Another 
ballast pile was near the second 
reef just above the north end of 
the Fort Lauderdale public beach. 

Another wreck site was near 
the Pompano Pier. Here Paul Hurt 
discovered a small cannon and 
brought it to shore. This cannon 
has been donated to the county. It 
has been dated from the seven-

. teenth century, and is definitely 
Spanish. Pompano Beach diver 
Dwight Miller has also mentioned 
this wreck, as well as a wreck just 

south of the Hillsboro Inlet which 
could be the remains of the Alice 
Holbrook, a 1913 casualty. 

Off the Broward- Palm Beach 
county line, over the first reef, can 
be found the remains of an old 
windlass about eight to ten feet 
across, as well as other scattered 
wreckage. This site has been called 
the "windlass wreck" by local 
divers. There are also remains of a 
wreck off Pompano Beach sup
posedly from a side -wheeler that 
was reported to have sunk in the 
VICinity. Yet another wreck off 
Pompano Beach is believed to be 

FOOTNOTES 

1. Lieutenant G. J. Hony, R.N., "The Wreck 
of the A thenaise," "The London Mereu
ry," vol. XIII, no. 78 (April 1926); re
printed in "EI Escribano," vo l. IV, no. 1 
(January 1967), 5-16. 

2.1bid. 
3.1bid. 
4.Diary of William Hackley, copies in the 

archives of the Fort Lauderdale Historical 
Society, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 

5. "The Beachcomber," "Fort Lauderdale 
News," March 29, 1964. 

6 ."New York Times," May 27, 1900. 
7. "Daily Miami Metropolis," October 21, 

1904;NAnnual Reports of the United 
States Life Saving Service" (1876-1914), 
microfilm in the collect ion of the Brow
ard County Historical Commission, Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. 

8. "Daily Miami Metropolis," October 18, 
1904. 

9.1bid., October 21, 1904. 
10.1bid., October 24, 1904, 
11. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad. 

ministration Automated Wreck and Ob-
struction Information System. 

12. "Daily Miami Metropolis," February 21, 
1908. 

13. "Annual Reports of the United States 
Life Saving Service" (1876-1914). 

14, "Daily Miami Metropolis," July 11, 19 o3. 
15. "Fort Lauderdale Daily News," October 

12, 1929. 
16.1bid., October 14, 15, 1929. 
17,1nformation provided by Joe Frewer and 

Walter Schaaf, United States Army Corps 
of Engineers, Savannah, Georgia. 

18."Skin Diver, " July 1967. 

that of a British ship that sank in 
the early nineteenth century. A 
spike from this wreck, owned by 
Joe Schirck, has a Birmingham im
print, indicating English origin. A 
Skin Diver magazine article dates 
the wreck from 1815. 

Numerous other wrecks may lie 
hidden beneath sea and sand off 
Broward County's twenty-five mile 
coastline. With proper archaeolo
gical investigation and thorough 
documentary research, they may 
yield many secrets from the re
gion's rich past. 
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RES ULTS FROM THE DAVIE EXPERIMENTAL FARM 

By H.G. Ralston in Everglades Magazine 

The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Miami, Florida, June 2, 1911 , page 7. 

On all sides, one hears the cry 
that this has been a hard year for 
the farmer in South Florida --such 
a year as comes once in a decade. 
Two slight frosts, a long drouth, 
inefficient transportation facilities 
to the Northern markets, prices 
in these markets unusually low -
some, or all of these misfortunes 
have this year caused many of the 
growers to suffer loss. From the 
marl prairies at Homestead and 
Detroit and Goulds, from the 
lowlands back of Little River and 
Fulford, from the "salt and pepper" 
lands west of Miami, the reports 
are practically the same. 

When one turns to the Davie 
Experimental Farm, eight miles 
west of Lauderdale, in the 'Glades, 
one naturally expects to find the 
same conditions prevailing. Here a 
crowd oftotally inexperienced men, 
the majority not even farmers, 
have put in their first crop. Even to 
the farmers the conditions prevail 
ing here were entirely new. 

In their favor as compared with 
the other growers, they had the 
rich muck soil of the Glades. In 
addition to its richness, moreover, 
this soil holds its moisture splen 
didly. This fact has been a great 
help , during a long dry spell. 
Besides this, by damming up the 
small ditches, they have been able 
to sub -irrigate, to a certain extent. 
Frost did not touch them last win 
ter. Again, the fact that the experi 
mental farm was not planted till 
December 15 and later, brought in 
most of the crops after the worst 
of the low prices had passed. 
Little shipping was done before 
March 1st, and the majority of the 
tomato shipping has been done 
since April 1st. 

There were eleven distinct groups 
who cropped on the farm, com
posed of men from several different 
states. They were of many differ
ent occupations. The majority had 
had no training whatever in agricul · 
ture. 

Those groups planted a total of a 
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little over twelve acres in green 
beans (the "refugee" or "1,000to 
1" being used practically entirely). 
There was one failure and one par
tial failure, yet the average yield 
per acre was 179 hampers, which is 
very good. To make this yield, an 
average of a little over half a ton of 
commercial fertilizer was used per 
acre. The expenses, except the 
labor of the men or group was 
$241 (est imated). I believe this es
timate to be very nearly correct, 
and it is a remarkablv fine showina 
for green men in a bad year. The 
Cross Bros. made the highest net 
return per acre, about $376. 

There was a total of about 24 
acres planted to tomatoes on the 
experimental farm. Although esti 
mates show an average of 213 
crates to the acre, with an average 
of little less than a ton of commer
cial fertilizer used per acre. The 
average new return per acre is esti
mated at $217, but this may be 
way off, as the tomato returns had 
not yet begun to come in in any 
quantity on April 15. The reasons 
for the comparatively low crate 
yield per acre will be discussed later. 

Irish potatoes show a net return 
(estimated) of about $93 per acre, 
but the average planted is too small 
to base any conclusions on, and a 
part of the crop from this small 
acreage has not yet been dug. 

Those who planted cucumbers 
claimed that they were dried out. 
A small patch of sugar cane was 
doing splendidly until the high 
water in October hurt it and it had 
to be cut down. 

COST OF MAKING CROP 

The next item of interest is the 
cost of making the various crops. 
To simplify this, I give tables which 
cover everything essential. 

SEEDS 

Refugee beans, $5 and $6 per bush 
el ( 1 bushel plants 1 acre) . Globe 
tomatoes, $4 per pound ( 1 pound 

plants 10 acres). Maine potatoes, 
$3.50 per sack or barrel (4 barrels 1 
plant 1 acre). Cucumbers, $4 per_ 
pound (1 pound plants 3 to 4 acres. 

FERTILIZER 

The average cost of fertilizer per 
ton, laid down on the experimental , . 
farm was $35 to $36. 

PICKING 

Beans (if picker is paid by the 
hamper), 25¢ to 30¢ per hamper. 
Tomatoes (if picker is paid by the 
crate), 5¢ to 15¢ per crate. Potatoes 
(if picker is paid by the barrelf 
[no price given]. Cucumbers (if 
picker is paid by the crate), 5¢ 
per crate. Another way is to hire 
men by the day, when needed, 
at $1.50 to $1 .75 per day, the 

.• I 

man to board himself. '"'" 

CRATE MATERIAL 

Cost of each bean hamper,~ • 
12 1/2¢ to 13¢. Cost of each to
mato crate, 16¢ ( 14¢ in car lots) ...... ' 
Cost of each potato barrel 33¢. 
Cost of each cucumber cra te 13{ 

PACKING 

Tomatoes (if contracted) 10¢ 
per crate. Beans (merely sorting out 
the stuff) 2¢ per hamper. Potatoes 
(merely sorting out the poor stuff) 
3¢ per barrel. Cucumbers, 5¢ per 

~ 
crate. Truck may also be packed by 
the grower himself, or by the mem
bers of his family. Everyone can 
turn to, in picking and packing 
time. The various parts of the 
tomato crates must also be put 
together, after delivery at the 
packing house. 

HAULING CHARGES 

Truck was carried from the ex
perimental farm to Lauderdale at 
the following prices, which includes 
the hauling of the empty crates of 
hampers out to the farm, from " 
Lauderdale. Cucumbers, tomatoes, 
beans, 5¢ per crate or hamper. 
Potatoes, 1 0¢ per barrel. 

COMMISSION CHARGES 

These vary being either a per 
cent of the selling price, or a flat 
rate. The following are fair exam
ples: Tomatoes, per crate, 10¢ 



or ten per cent of gross selling price. 
Beans, per hamper, 10 percent of l the gross selling price. Potatoes per 

· barrel , 10 percent of the gross 
selling price. Cucumbers, per crate, 
10 percent of the gross selling price. 

FREIGHT CHARGES 

l These vary for different markets. 
Rates to New York City, where 
practically all of the produce of the 
farm went, follows: Tomatoes, all 
rail , in car lots, 56¢ per crate. 
Tomatoes, all rail, in less than car 
lots, 69¢ per crate. Beans, cucum-

L bers, potatoes, and in fact all 
vegetables, take the same rates as 
tomatoes, when packed in standard 

... 50-pound crates. Potatoes, per 
barrel, $1.36. Beans, by express, 
$1 .02 per hamper. By F.E .C.R.R. 

- and Clyde Line the standard crate 
rate to New York is in car lots 
48¢. Less than car lots, 51¢. Pota-

• toes, per barrel, $1 .15. 

LABOR EMPLOYED 

Labor was employed variously 
by the different groups on the farm. 
For instance, Easton et al. have had 
four negroes at $1.75 per day 
pretty continuously. Hill et al. 
employed five negroes one day and 
six another to aid in picking. They 
did the rest of the work themselves, 

~ including picking and packing. Mc -
Kinnie and Ackley used two or 

. three negroes three or four days in 
- the week, whenever necessary . 
- The Cross Bros. employed two or 

three negroes for about two weeks. 
~ Branham used two negroes inter

mittently, as did Jones . Aunapu 
• and Tully used no hired labor. 

It is on the basis of the fore
going items of cost that the net 

I returns have been figured. The 
initial expenses, such as tools, 
house, tent, boats, etc., have not 

... been included. They can be made as 
• large or as small as one pleases. The 

I iving expenses and the labor of the 
t croppers themselves have also not 

been included . 

METHOD OF 
PACKING EMPLOYED 

Several temporary packing houses 
were erected by the different 

groups. Hill et al. had their own, 
under their house, which is built 
high along the canal bank. Easton 
et al . used the same plan. The others 
combined to erect three or four 
small packing houses, which were 
clustered about the mouth of the 
Davie ditch . All tomato packing 
was contracted for at 10¢ per crate 
with an experienced packer in 
charge . Potatoes were packed by 
the shipper, as were most of the 
beans. Some beans and the cucum
bers were packed by contract. The 
shipper, of course, furnished the 
hampers or crate material. 

METHOD OF 
SALE OF CROP 

The crops were sold practically 
entirely to New York commission 
merchants. The growers on the 
experiment farm had had no ex
perience in selling their produce. 
For this reason they probably lost 
somewhat. Some of them, further, 
could obtain the necessary crate 
material (during the shortage) only 
on condition that they would pro
mise to ship all of the produce 
packed in those crates through the 
man who furnished them. As this 
man was not much of a commis
sion man, several lost money by 
being forced to ship through him. 

TRANSPORTATION 

At first, those living on the ex 
periment farm were dependent on 
passing or private boats for connec
tion with Lauderdale. Of these 
latter there were four small launch 
es, all of them. McKinnie and 
Ackley, Cross Bros., Hi II et al. and 
Aunapu were the owners. These 
gentlemen when making a trip to 
town brought out supplies · for the 
others, whenever there was room in 
their boats and free of charge. At 
first barges and launches from Lau 
derdale delivered the fertilizer at 
$1.00 per ton (where it was not 
laid down on the farm free). 

Later Captain Dodge of Lauder
dale established a daily boat service 
to the farm. At first he charged 10 
percent of the gross cost for hauling 
out food and sup pi ies from Lauder
dale. When shipping commenced on 
the farm, however, he hauled the 

food and supplies free. The privately 
owned launches still continued their 
trips also, and what with passing 
dredge boats the growers on the 
farm never felt far from the outside 
world. 

INSECT PESTS AND 
PLANT DISEASES 

The worst pest this year on the 
experimental farm was the cater
pillar worm . These appeared out of 
a clear sky about April 13th . Im
mediately they infested the toma
to fields, with extremely harmful 
results. If this pest had not appear
ed the average yield per acre on 
tomatoes would have been nearer 
600 crates than 200. McKinnie and 
Ackley alone threw away over 
2,000 crates which had been 
damaged by worms. The growers 
did their best to down this enemy. 
Bran and paris green, sulphur and 
other remedies were lavishly used. 
The worms were too well estab-
1 ished for the remedies to be effec
tive however. 

Mildew and blight have attacked 
some of the beans. Cut worms took 
Cross Bros. onions. Huge grass
hoppers have appeared in great 
numbers, the caterpillar worm also 
attacked the potatoes. 

This need discourage no one, 
however. Here as elsewhere an 
ounce of prevention is worth a 
pound of cure. For each of these 
troubles there is a simple and cheap 
preventive, such as spraying with 
bordeaux mixture, etc. A good 
farmer does not wait for the appear
ance of plant pests, but guards 
against their coming beforehand. 
Had the growers on the farm done 
this, they would probably have 
doubled their profits with less 
labor than they expended fighting 
the trouble when it was too late. 

LIVE STOCK 

About a dozen young steers, 
brought by Easton from Minne
sota, have thrived on the young 
maiden cane which grows wild on 
the Glades. They have been fed 
very I ittle else by Easton. They 
have grown greatly in the last four 
months and seem entirely healthy. 
There are one or two milch cows on 
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the farm, also Easton's property . 
Those have been fed, among other 
things, the dead bean vines, which 
they have rei ished and which have 
made sweet milk. At least one cow 
has calved. Easton also has one 
bull. There are no hogs, horses, or 
mules on the farm this year. 

CHICKENS 

Dodge and Easton have over 1 00 
beautiful chickens -- White and 
Brown Leghorns and Barred Ply 
mouth Rocks . Dodge, from 75 hens, 
many of which are pullets, has 
bE en getting about 25 eggs a day . 
These he had been selling for 
40¢ a dozen. The chickens have 
been cooped up in wire yards or 
runs, and have been fed kitchen 
slops and grain, I think. It is dis
appointing that none of our many 
tropical chicken foods have been 
tried out in this connection. 

HOMES AND DOCKS 

The majority of t he eleven 
cropping groups were situated 
about the mouth of the Davie 
ditch . Here McKinnie has built an 
attractive three-room bungalow. He 
has also built a small dock at the 
west side of the Davie ditch . 
McKinnie owns his land I may add . 
The other groups about the ditch 
who were merely granted the pri 
vilege of cropping there, to wit: 
Branham, Hale, Ackley Bros., Hey
nes, Jones et al. and Cross Bros. 
have been I iv i ng in tents or sma II 
temporary shacks. A dock has been 
built by these people on the east 
side of the Davie ditch. Aunapu and 
Tully, who own their land, to the 
west of the farm, have a two-room 
house with floor and partial sides of 
wood. 

Underneath this house, which 
stands high on the canal bank, is 
the packing house and store room. 
He also has a small dock. Hill et 
al., whose house is also on the canal 
bank, have a two-room home with 
a packing house underneath. The 
cost of the Hill and Aunapu houses 
is between $125 and $150 each. 
They built their own houses, 
however. 

IRRIGATION AND DRAINAGE 
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The farm was under from two to 
four feet of water last October. By 
December 10 it was dry enough to 
start seed beds upon, and to clear 
immediately along the canal banks. 
At this time only the Davie ditch 
was installed . I do not look for 
such continued high water next 
fall, though of course, there will be 
the annual flood until the main 
canals are finished and Lake Okee
chobee lowered . A few small hand 
ditches were dug to the Davie ditch 
to drain low spots and these hand 
ditches served their purpose ad -

believes that it is important to keep 
moist the top inch or two of soil. ; 

METHODS OF CULTURE 

Cultivation of crops has been. , 
entirely by hand, neither horses, 
mules nor machinery being em- ·· 
ployed (Easton plowed a smal. 
patch with his bull harnessed to 
the plow). As the ground settles all "l 
of the above will be used and I 
look for the work to be done by 
machinery at some time not so far 
distant. f ) 

Tom Hill's irrigated bean farm, Davie, 1912. (Courtesy of the Davie Historical Society). 

mirably. 
Si nee December 1Oth the farm 

has been thoroughly ditched -- a 
system of double ditches, emptying 
into the South canal, having been 
cut every quarter of a mi le. At each 
opening into the canal is a sluice 
box. These ditches should serve to 
drain the farm quickly after the 
flood. 

By draining these ditches they 
will further serve for sub-irrigation. 
The Davie ditch was thus dammed 
this year with good results. 

Henry Hill contemplates installing 
a system of overhead irrigation. He 

Whether careful cultivation pays 
on the Glades is an open question . 
Some hoed their crops more or l ess~ ; 
Hi II et a I. never cultivated a part of 
their beans with splendid results. 
Jones, who hoed his tomatoes less,"' ' 
made as good a yield as those who 
hoed more. Moisture and fertilizer 
seem to count more than cu ltiva- ' "' 
tion to judge from the results ob
tained on the farm. 

CONCLUSION AS TO SOI L 

The muck is remarkably fertil e. 
No one who watched the results on 



marl and pine land, and compared 
them with the results obtained on 

, the farm can doubt this. Properly 
treated, it makes a large growth, 
and a quick one. Thus Dodge 
planted a few Irish potatoes on 
January 7th ; some of these he duq 
and ate on March 4th. The Cross 

l Bros. planted Irish potatoes on 
March 15th and these were up 
and blooming on April 15th . 
Several people had finished pick-

.. ing their beans, and the vines 
were apparently dying. These vines 
later took on new life, put out a 
second bloom, and bore a small 
second crop . 

All the soil cropped on the 
.... farm was virgin. The results prove 

it not to be sour. However, till it 
is worked up, it must be fertilized. 

- Aunapu 's experience proved this 
beyond a doubt. He planted prob
ably 20 different varieties of truck 

... and used no fertilizer. The seeds all 
~ came up rapidly, attained a growth 

of a few inches and then died down. 
..._ 'Easton had the same experience. 

Potash is undoubtedly necessary to 
harden the plant and give it fiber, 
and phosphoric acid is also neces
sary . If ammonia is to be omitted 
from the fertilizer used the ammonia 
from the muck must be made 
available by applying I ime, or in 

~ some other way. 
After the soi I has been worked 

up for a few years and fertilizer 
L. and cover crops added to it, I ittle 
_ or no fertilizer will be necessary 

for certain crops, in all probability. 
··- However, the new man must come 

r-repared to fertilize his land at 
first. 

WATER 

Good, pure water has been ob-
I... tained from pumps driven from 12 

to 15 feet in the ground, the end 
of the pipe being forced a few feet 
into the underlying sand or rock . 
Branham drank the water from a 
hole in the muck for months. with 

t. no bad results. Hill did this also 
I until the water became low and 
r therefore comparatively stagnant. 
~ This is unwise, however. 

SANITATION 

The inhabitants of the farm have 

used outhouses, as a rule, this year. 
The establishment of proper sani 
tary conditions is most important, 
once the real Glade settlement be 
gins. The garbage, the tomato culls, 
etc., have been thrown either onto 
the ground or into the canal. This is 
wrong and is most unfair to those 
nearer the coast and in Lauderdale. 
This waste should either be buried 
or burned. 

HEALTH CONDITIONS AND 
LIVING CONDITIONS 

Health conditions have been per
fect on the farm . I know of no sick 
ness occurring there at all, with the 
exception of Jones, who imported 
a case of rheumatism, and Pastier, 
who imported heart trouble . The 
people are strong looking, tanned 
and healthy. A winter spent in the 
open under a pleasant sun, with 
gentle breezes constantly blowing, 
makes for perfect health . 

So does hard manual labor, 
which all have been doinq to a 
greater or less extent. An occasion
al fish from the canal had provided 
a change of fare . The truck patches 
have provided fresh vegetables. 
Chickens have contributed eggs to 
their lucky owners. The rest of the 
fare has been what the purse could 
afford, or the taste dictate. The 
people have obtained their supplies 
from Lauderdale at a little more on 
an average than these would cost in 
the North. 

If they have squabbled among 
themselves, let only him who has 
never fussed, criticize them. Gossip 
and friction are common to all small 
communities. 

SUMMER CROPPING PLANS 

By May 1st the winter crops 
on the farm will all have been 
taken off and shipped . 

One of the Hill boys will remain 
on their farm. Mr. Hill has set out 
100 grapefruit trees (Marsh seed 
less) and ten orange trees. These 
trees are two years old from the 
bud . Young Hill will watch these 
trees this summer. He will also 
try to raise a few potatoes for seed 
and will probably try ·ut other 
crops also . The other Hills will go 

North to return in the fall. They are 
all enthusiastic and have made good 
money over all expenses, I iving 
included. 

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS 

Out of the eleven cropping 
groups (composed of green men, 
the majority of whom lacked suf
ficient capital) five made money; 
four came out even, and two lost 
money . For a generally bad year, 
this is most encouraging. 

These twenty -two men, com
posing the eleven groups, probably 
represent in personnel, the future 
Glade settler. They are of many 
different callings, from several 
states and of at least average in 
telligence. Judging the future settlers 
from these twenty-two, the chief 
problems confronting them, and us, 
as a company can be overcome by 
a correctly -timed and strenuous 
educational process. 

First the future settler. before 
starting for the Glades, must be 
taught that he must have enough 
working capital to cover: 
1. CarfaretoMiami. 
2. Freight on household goods to 

Miami. 
3. Cost of house or tent . 
4. Cost of cooking outfit . 
5 . Cost of incidentals -- pump, etc. 
6 . Cost of boat, if one is desired or 

needed. 
7. Cost of farm implements, tools, 

sprays, etc. 
8 . Cost of seeds and fertilizer. 
9 . Cost of crate material. 
10. Cost of any labor which he may 

desire to hire done. 
11. Cost of hauling crop to railway. 
12. Cost of living expenses while 

crop is making. 
All these foregoing are expenses 

to be incurred before the crop is 
made. In addition it is imperative 
that the future settler have some 
money to tide him over, and with 
which to put in another crop, pro
vided the first one fails. Not less 
than $1,000 under any circum 
stances is needed to meet these 
requirements. 

Judging from the croppers on the 
Experiment Farm this year, the 
future settlers will not be thus pro
vided for. Eight out of the eleven 
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groups on the farm had either far 
too little capital or practically none. 
They were helped along by various 
people . Thousands of future settlers 
cannot be thus helped, and will not 
be. Before they are ever allowed to 
start for the Glades they should 
have the sufficient working capital 
idea drummed and dinned into 
them till they come to understand 
its necessity, and either provide 
themselves, or stay away. 

Many broken purses and broken 
hearts, and much bitter disappoint
ment will thus be saved the settler. 

Furthermore the settler should 
be well satisfied if he merely 
"breaks even" the first season. In 
farming as in business, there is 
much to learn and much careful 
preparation and improvement to 
make and equipment to install 
before reaching the dividend period. 

Second. On arrival here, the 
real education of the settler will 
just begin, for he knows nothing 
about farming conditions here, 
when he arrives. And it is here that 
our Experiment Station will play an 
enormous part. 

Tar paper houses and wagons were common 
Historical Society.) 
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The settler must learn, after 
arrival in South Florida : 

1. What, when and how to plant. 
2. How to cultivate and fertilize. 
3. How to fight plant diseases and 

pests, and how to overcome 
natural drawbacks. 

4. The principles of drainage and 
irrigation. 

5. How to pick, sort and pack his 
crop. 

6. How to market his crop. 
7. That he must support his 

Growers' Association, financial 
ly as well as morally, in its fight 
for lower freight rates. 

8. That he must combine with 
other growers to market his 
crop intelligently and to the 
best advantage, and must sup
port Growers' Exchanges, or
ganized honestly for this pur
pose . 

9 . That he must strive to lower his 
cost of production. 

10. That he must diversify his 
crop; must plant many, and not 
only one kind of truck; must 
also plant our tropical staple 
crops, and fruit of all sort~ 

11 . That he must not put all his 
eggs in one basket; and to this 
end, must round out his farm• 
ing operations, raising chickens, 
cattle, hogs, and forage, as wel l 
as truck and fruit. 

12. The care of the soi I and the value 
of cover crops. 

13. Proper sanitation; proper sewer-. 
age methods, etc. 

All this, and more must the 
future settler learn . It looks hard, 
but who ever won anything worth 
having without hard work and appli· 
cation? And the reward is very 
great for him who succeeds. 

If we can put in the best possible 
Experiment Station, and so teach .. 
some of these things to the future 
settler; further, if we, oursel ves, 
lend our best efforts towards edu
cating them along right lines, be· 
fore they come, as well as after; if 
we do this, I say , then with th 
intelligent and hardy men coming 
to us from the great Northwest -· 
with these we shall build of th@-, 
Everglades an empire in very 
sooth, "richer than the Valley of "' r 

the Nile." the envy and admi ra
tion of the civilized world. ., 
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l-ION. THOMAS E. WA TSON SiN GS PRAISE OF 
GOVERNOR BROWA RD 

_, A Distinguished American Gives Credit That is Due. 

BROIVA RD'S WORK FOR FAIR FLORIDA 

I Is Told in an Intensely Interesting Manner by a Great Man, 
~ Governor Has Been Unfaultering in His Duty and Made Wide 

Reputation. 

t The Weekly Miami Metropolis, Miami, Florida, Friday, June 5, 1908, page 7. 

Governor N.B. Broward is a 
Floridian who, since his work as 
chief executive of this State began, 
has attracted national attention. He 
is the most abused man in Florida 
by his politician enemies, but his 
work speaks for itself, and for the 
prosperity of the state. 

In the last issue of the Jeffer
.... sonian magazine, Thomas Watson, 

the editor and proprietor, who is 
one of the acknowledged great men 

... of the country, pays Governor 
Broward the following magnificent 
tribute which is intensely interest

.. ,ing: 

In the West the energy and re
sources of the Federal government 
are turning deserts into fruitful 
farms. Waters which have been 
flowing wastefully to the sea for 
ages are made to saturate the parch
ed earth, and thus convert arid 
regions into fertile fields. 

In the South just the opposite 
condition prevails. For ages an 

- immense territory, much of it con
~ sisting of the richest soil, has been 

covered with water and thus rend
~- ered useless to mankind. In Florida, 

particularly, the "swamp and over
flowed land" forces itself into a 

1.. :juestion of the utmost importance, 
~ for the greater portion of the State 

is a weird wilderness of marsh and 
sawgrass. 

Those of us who have only known 
the Everglades as described in the 

~ histories of the Indian wars have 
had the impression that they con

l sisted of heavy timbered swamps, 
~ where tropical vegetation rioted 
and where, on account of the abun-

1 dance of water, it was impossible 
' for human labor to conquer the 
· forces of nature. Altogether differ
' ent from the low lands which 
, border the Amazon, the Everglades 

of Florida are desolate reaches of 

sawgrass marsh dotted here and 
there by thickets of myrtle bushes 
and by occasional "islands" of dis
mal cypress from whose ghostly 
limbs trail long streamers of gray 
moss. Stealthy rivulets wind and 
twist beneath the waving grass and 
so irregular are their courses that a 
boatman going down stream is borne 
backward by a bend in the stream 
until he seems to be going upward 
instead of downward. 

GOD-FORSAKEN REALM 

The disconsolate scream of a wild 
fowl, the song of a meadow lark, 
the fierce cry of a hawk, the chat
ter of a flock of blackbirds will be 
the only voices of animated nature 
which greet you as you travel, mile 
after mile of this God-forsaken 
realm. I have never had any scene 
to impress me more deeply than the 
first view of the Everglades. It was 
as though I had come out of the 
hurly-burly of life and had enter
ed upon a world of death and deso
lation - a world which once had 
been alive, perhaps, but which had 
been smitten, ages ago, with a curse 
whose blight sunk deeper as time 
and its own stealthy streams ran 
on forever. 

A night in the midst of the 
Sahara may be awe-inspiring, but it 
must also have its sublime beauty, 
its soul-lifting message; but it is im
possible to conceive of a night in 
the midst of the Everglades that 
wou I d not be fu II of thoughts 
which depress and horrify. 

HOME OF INDIANS 

Should you visit this region of 
quaking earth, impassable morasses, 
head-high grass and winding, shallow 
streams, you would understand why 
the Seminoles could never be con -

quered and driven out. The region 
is absolutely impracticable to white 
troops. They could camp around 
the edge of the Everglades and kill 
such Indians as came within range, 
but white soldiers have never pene
trated the Everglades proper. It was 
physically impossible for them to 
do so. But inasmuch as only a few 
red men could exist in those saw
grass deserts, the greater portion 
of the tribe had to submit to the 
whites, or die of starvation. 

An occasional ridge of firm land 
lifts itself above the even horizon 
line of the Everglades, and on these 
islands you will see a fringe of 
scrappy pines. These do not brighten 
and cheer the landscape as do the 
oases in the sand desert. On the 
contrary, they looked I ike exclama
tion points put there to give accent 
to the overwhelming bleakness, 
loneliness and forlornness of this 
woe-begone world. 

On these pine ridges the Seminole 
built their rude huts, had their 
small patches of beans, corn and 
bananas. The men hunted and 
fished, the women tilled the patches 
and made the fancy work with the 
needle which were bartered at the 
nearest store for the cheap finery 
and for mean whiskey. 

Almost without exception the 
men are "trifling" and are drunk
ards. Without any exceptions what
ever, the. women are chaste and 
industrious. The drainage of the 
Everglades will deprive the pitiful 
remnants of a once great people of 
their poor homes in the sawgrass 
marsh, and it will be a burning dis
grace to the United States govern
ment and the State of Florida if 
some reasonable provision is not 
made by which these grown-up 
children - for that is what they 
are-- can make a living. 

BROWARD ACTED 

Governor N.B. Broward did not 
originate the idea of reclaiming the 
Florida wilderness and adding its 
inexhaustible wealth to the resourc
es of our country, but he deserves 
the very great credit of determining 
to do what other men had only 
tal ked about. 

For several generations men have 
talked about draining the Ever-
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glades, but nobody drained them. 
Nobody went so far as to formulate 
a plan. Had it not been for Gover
nor Broward, the talk of draining 
the Everglades might have run on 
for several more generat ions, with 
out the reclamation of a single 
acre of th e overflowed land. To this 
self-made man, then the captain of 
a tug boat -- the inspiration came to 
run for Governor, on a platform 
which distinctly proposed to begin 
the work of draining the Everglades. 

At first his candidacy provoked 
the amused comment of the politi 
cians and the editors, who believed 
th< t Broward had no more chance 
to be elected than ice factories 
would have in hades. 

But Broward is really a very 
strong, magnetic and persistent 
man; and the jeers of the ringsters 
made no more impression upon him 
than bird shot would make on an 
ironclad. The manner in which he 
calmly and sturdily walked over 
his political enemies was at once 
unique and satisfactory. 

REDEEMING HIS PLEDGES 

Sworn in as Governor, he at once 
bent every energy to the redeemi, ,~ 

of his campaign pledges. In vain the 
railroads sought to tie his hands by 
litigation. In vain the corporation 
newspapers ridiculed his plans. In 
vain the hostile element in the 
Legislature sought to obstruct him. 
Governor Broward moved right 
along like some force of nature 
that nothing could stop. 

He knew that he was right. The 
heart of Florida was with him. 
Sustained by his own convictions 
and the support of his people, 
he was bound to succeed. 

WATSON'S FIRST TRIP 

In February, 1906, I first saw the 
Everglades -- fished in them and 
hunted in them -- and in March, 
1908, I saw them again. In the very 
place where I had hunted and 
fished two years ago there are now 
the most beautiful little farms of 
tomatoes, corn, sugarcane and Irish 
potatoes that I ever laid my eyes on. 
In February, 1906, the sawgrass, 
head high, covered the land, and 
there wasn't a spot of dry land for 
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Steam dredge at work. 

The dredge "Okeechobee" on the South New River Canal, circa 1908. 

miles and miles. To find a place a 
few inches above the water, where 
we could make coffee and take 
dinner, the launch then had to 
leave the Everglades and run down 
the river several miles. Now the 
two great cana ls have cut their way, 
for several miles, through the saw
grass; the water has run off; the 
grass has been cut and burnt and 
the soil heaped up in beds as in 
planting cotton -- and among these 
beds run such tomato plants as you 
have seldom seen. All of the work 
in breaking the soil and bedding 
was done with the hoe. It was yet 
too water-sobbed to bear the 

weight of a horse. Even as I wal ked · 
along the furrows there was a feel- , 
ing of mud giving way under the 
feet. But by next year the drying· 1 

out process would have gone on to 
such an extent that the farms 
can be worked with the plow. 

To prepare this land for t he , 
planting the labor is very light. 
With a scythe blade the grass is cut" • 
like standing grain. It is then burnt. 
Then hoed, and the seed planted. 
The "middle" is worked out from . • 
time to time, as thE: bed is widened 
and the crop cultivated. 

" ' MARVELOUS PROGRESS 



The State charges twenty dollars 
per acre for this much land fronting 
on the canals. For that in the rear, 
fifteen dollars. Avenues of thirty 
feet, straight to the canal, are being 

I left for the use of these hinterland 
1 purchasers. 

I asked Mr. R. Griffin, one of the 
,_ farmers of this new land , what 

his land was worth . "One hundred 
dollars per acre," he said. And 
when one remembers that it is bear
ing a crop of tomatoes worth any 
where from $500 to $850 per acre, 
his figures seem moderate enough. 

The canal cut shows clearly the 
depth of the pure muck . It is from 
four to five feet deep , and believed 

"' to be inexhaustible. 
Two dredges are at work, making 

for the upper and lower ends of 
- Pine Island, several miles farther 

into the 'Glades. 
Already it is estimated that 

- 12,000 acres of land have been 
, reclaimed. This year witnesses the 

first test of sugarcane on this muck 
1.. 'land, and if it succeeds, as it is 

almost certain to do, the wealth 
which will be annually produced 
in this redeemed wilderness will be 
prodigious. 

One acre of this land will yield 
a larger money crop than many a 

,, full sized one-horse farm in the old 
States. Ten acres of it will keep 
half a dozen men as busy as bees. 
When we consider a half a million 

L acres in the 'Glades is thought to 
be suitable for corn, we can readily 
see how laborers can find employ
ment here when the drainage is 
completed. 

The entire area to be drained 
'- vvill make a terri "Lory four times 
L the size of Rhode Island or about 

five million acres of land. 
A greater part of this will grow 

tomatoes, corn and Irish potatoes. 

THE LAND TITLES 

There will be no dispute about 
land titles. The litigation with the 
various corporations which were 
claiming the lands has been compro
mised by the State's agreement to 
give to the claimants 250,000 acres, 
just south of Lake Okeechobee. As 

these will be the last lands reached 
by the dredges, it is now to the 
interest of the corporations to 
support the drainage system. 

By this compromise the absolute 
success of Governor Broward's plan 
has been assured. The tug of war 
was to get the thing started, and to 
demonstrate that the land would 
produce bountifully after the water 
was taken off. The moment the 
outer rim of limestone rock was 
cut through, the water flowed out 
of the inner bowl and the crops 
are there now to convince the 
skeptic and enrich the producer 
The Governor is an excellent 
judge of men, as was shown by his 
selection of Mr. Reed A. Bryan for 
superintendent of the dredges. 
Young, successful, energetic, honest 
and deservedly popular, Mr. Bryan 
is the ideal man for the place. He 
himself is farming a portion of the 
reclaimed land, and a more beauti 
ful crop than that of his dense 
green tomato field could not easily 
be found. Soil and climate simply 
could not do more. 

In comparison with what Gover
nor Broward has done in the Ever
glades how trivial sounds the boast
ing epitaph of Sir Christopher 
Wren at St. Paul's Cathedral : 
"If you would view his monument, 
look around you." 

THAT MONUMENT IS JUST ONE 

Building in London a building 
which never fed the hungry, never 
gave a home to the homeless, never 
added a loaf of bread to the world's 
supply of food, never swung open 
-- free and wide -- the golden doors 
of opportunity to the poor and 
friendless_, the honorable aspiring. 
Sir Christopher Wren, the great 
architect, is made to strut before 
all the coming ages because he 
designed a big cathedral! 

How absurd, when compared to 
what was done by throwing up tr 
dykes in Holland ; by cutting the 
Suez Canal; by building the great 
dam on the Nile; by reclaiming the 
Great American desert; by redeem
ing the five million acres of good 
land which were lost to mankind 
under the water of the Everqlades. 

Reed A. Bryan, Sr. 

Think of the enormous gain to 
the world of adding four fertile 
Rhode Islands to this republic! 

Think of giving opportunity to a 
million men where no such oppor
tunity existed before! 

A GLORIOUS WORK 

Truly it has been a great work, 
a glorious work, and we are proud 
of the fact, that in this case, at 
least, the South furnishes the man 
and the money that did the work. 

Backed by Standard Oil profits, 
Flagler has done some fine things 
in Florida; his seai)oing railroad to 
Key West kindles the imagination 
of the American people. But when 
Broward 's task shall have been 
finished -- as is now inevitable -
and the weird desolation known as 
the Everglades become famous 
throughout the world as one of the 
garden spots of the universe -- a 
garden of five mill ion acres -- the 
entire South will thrill with honest 
pride when it remembers that a 
self-made Southern man, without 
the aid of "Northern capital," 
grappled with this herculean task 
and mastered it. 
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AN AUTOMOBILE TRlP TO THIS ClTY GIVEN 
TO NORTHERN NEWSPAPER MEN 

"Senator" Morgan Leads Party of Northern Guests. 

One of the party tells in the Palm Beach News what he thinks of the road 
between Palm Beach and Miami -a pretty tourist trap. 

The Daily Miami Metropolis, Miami, Florida, Wednesday, February 7,1906, page l. 

Last Friday a party of New York 
newspaper correspondents took the 
automobile trip from Palm Beach 
to Miami, and in telling of their 
experiences, the Palm Beach News 
of February 6th, has the following 
story: 

In taking an automobile ride 
from Palm Beach to Miami, or if 
you choose, from Miami to Palm 
Beach, you cover 67 miles of as 
enjoyable and delightful roadway 
as can be found anywhere in this 
country. 

Friday morning, a merry party of 
us assembled at the south end of 
the Lake Worth bridge at Palm 
Beach and we tumbled into the 
awaiting automobiles in anticipation 
of a jolly good time and the ex
pectancy of pretty sights along a 
highway that was new to each <~nd 
all of us. And in all this we were 
not one bit disappointed, for we 
were pleased at every turn and in 
fact at every point along the road. 

There were six machines in all in 
line and as they traveled along the 
road the villagers were treated to 
their first view of an automobile 
parade, for such it proved to be. 
The six automobiles that spun 
along the road were a Cadillac, two 
Ramblers and three White Steamers. 

It presented the first big auto
mobile party that ever left Palm 
Beach to travel over this new road
way, which was only recently 
fully completed, the connecting 
link of roadway being finished but 
a few weeks ago. 

In addition to its being a pleasure 
party and an outing trip it had a still 
greater significance and importance, 
as several of the best known out
door photographers and prominent 
men in the field of journalism were 
in the party. 

Views were taken as also notes 
and memoranda, these affording 
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data, not only for illustration and 
publication, but for correct and 
authentic information for automo
bilists all over the country. This, 
with the end in view to present to 
those interested the varied possi
bilities along the line of enjoyment 
in automobile touring along this 
section of Florida East Coast and 
of bringing here each season an 
increased number of touring cars 
and automobile enthusiasts. 

Before our party started several 
snap shots were taken of the six 
cars and again at the curve, after 
crossing the bridge into West Palm 
Beach. 

As the big school house was 
reached it happened to be the 
recess hour and the cars were 
stopped and another view taken of 
the crowd of happy children in all 
sorts of groups and natural poses 
looking on at the automobile party. 

As a practical demonstration of 
the fact that the road is picturesque, 
attractive and interesting, it is not 
out of place to note that the photo
graphers in the party insisted on 
numerous stops to get views of the 
roadway. 

When it is remembered that the 
professional photographer is very 
chary with his plates and only con
descends to take a view that "means 
something" and further that there 
was a quick and animated scramble 
out of the cars to get these views, 
no stronger comment or argument 
could be advanced to convince the 
world of the actual attractiveness 
and beauty which abounds every
where along the road. 

Stretches of mile after mile as 
straight as an arrow road abound 
and passing along the tomato fields, 
pineries and woods, as they do, 
they are continuously attractive. 

The pretty village of Delray is 
one of the interesting sights and 

particularly fine is the picturesque 
settlement at Fort Lauderdale on 
the New River. 

The winding of the road through 
dense and tropical hammocks, the 
road bridges over meanderin 
streams, of across quiet, restful 
bayous, all these sights are satis· 
fying as well as beautiful. The sev,_, 
eral stretches of curved causeways, 
with their setting of pine trees and 
cypress are full of charm, with 
cranes frequently in sight, the long· 
legged birds arising from out the 
waters alongside and soaring awav, 
in a flash of snowy whiteness or a 
dash of gray, sometimes even a 
whirling away of an electric blue. 

On this trip we saw any number ' 
of these birds and in some cases a 
nearby view was obtained of them. _ 

The industrious grower of toma· 
toes was seen, even in sections re· 
mote from the railroad station. 
Some of these men had fields thaf 
had been tilled season after season; .. ~ 
then again others were to be met 
who were evidently at the com· 
mencement of this agricultural pur· , 
suit with their acres of tomatoes 
started, the rows running between 
clumps of cabbage palmetto trees 
and shrubbery. Here it was evident 
that the land was only recently 
acquired and there had been no_. 
time to clear and grub the land but 
that, in order to get a crop this 
season, the rows had to be run in 
the best way possible. 

On the way south we passed 
settlements and towns filled with 
future promise - the settlements 
soon to spring into towns and the 
towns into cities, notably being 
Boynton, Delray, Fort Lauderdale, 
Dania and Lemon City. 

This automobile ride furnishes 
splendid opportunity to view at 
close range the pineries or pineapple 
plantation and at several of these 
views were taken and the party • 
treated to that seldom enjoyed 
luxury of a fully ripe pineapple, 
fresh picked from the plant. To see 
mature fruit on some of the plants 
while the field itself represented 
the plants coming into bearing was 
a sight in itself, the tiny baby pine
apples on the big plants being 
greatly admired. 

Undoubtedly the curved andre· 
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Florida's Good 
l\hAMI, fLA ., Feb. 17.-According to New 

J ersey standards. the road that st retches 
from Palm Beach to this tropical place. 

THE AUTOMOBILE. 

Roads Building. 
Coquina shell material is to be fou nd in 
some parts of Florida, bu t the g reate r por
tion of the Palm Beach-Miami road con-

THE CONVICTS WHO WORK ON THE ROADS ARE HEALTHY AND ENJOY BEING OUTDOORS. 

sixty miles and a bit more, wou ld not be 
considered any thing extraordinary. But 
down in thi s country it is looked upon as 
an excellent beginning for the many miles 
of fine highway that Florida will possess 
before many years have passed, if the 
prophecies of its good roads advocates 
come true. 

Everybody who tours in J ersey knows 
Zacharias of Asbury Park, and "Zach" has 
wagered on the automobile future of the 
"Land of Flowers" by taking a winter 
residence at Miami, where hi s g-arage is 
prospering to a marked degree. 

In the const ruction of this passable 
highway along the coast there has been 
employment of convict labor, with proba
bilities of its greater use all over the state. 

tains coral rock, which is exceed ingly 
plentiful. 

The highway is narrow, but, as one en 
terprising resident remarked, " It ce rtainly 
is a beginning and can be widened at slight 
ex pense," something which H. M. F lagler, 
"the King of Florida," says will be done 
another year. 

Ultimately the entire East Coast of 
Florida, from J acksonville to Miami, will 
have a road that will furni sh the most 
trop ical automobile tour in this country. 
In addition th ere will be cross roads into 
the inter ior, and even one that wi ll con
tinu e to Tampa on the West Coast. 

J acksonville has invested extensively in 
improved roads, and Daytona and Ormond 
have been equally progressive. Orlando 
is an interior town that ha s done it s share 

PICTURESQUE STREAMS ARE CROSSED ON THE ROAD FROM l'ALM BEACH TO MIAMI. 

' The February 22, 1906, issue of "The Automobile" featured 
photographs of the Palm Beach to Miami road. (Courtesy of 
the American Automobile Association.) 

F ebt·uary 22, 1906. 

of the work, and all over the state recently 
there has been a widespread discussing of 
ways and means for bringing about that 
which all desire, even to the farmer whose 
sleepy mules give slight heed to the com
paratively new user of the Florida high
ways and byways. 

Unquestionably it is to the coming of the 
automobile that Florida owes its renewed 
interest in good roads, though it had its 
pioneer advoca tes in this field many years 
ago, one of the most energetic of which 
was, and still is, Senator A. S. Mann. 
Frank Bond, of Deland, is another persis
tent shouter, but now there could be many 
new names added, whose interest is of re
cent date-wealthy Northern~rs who have 
winter homes in Florida and have brought 
with them the modern means of individual 
transportation. 

GO:::>D ROADS ACTIVlTIES, 
J ohn Brisbane Walker, one of the hon

ora ry members of the Automobile Club of 

VERY OFTEN THE ROAD IS NARROW. 

America, delivered an address Tuesday 
evening, F ebruary 20, on the proposed high
way between New York and Philadelphia. 
This is a matter of great interest to the 
members of the A. C. A., and a large num
ber listened to Mr. Walker's excellent talk. 

* * * * 
A committee representing the New J ersey 

Automobile and Motor Club presented to the 
Hudson county (N. ].) board of freeholders 
last week a copy of ·a resolution requesting 
the board to widen the Newark plank road 
across the J ersey meadows to 125 feet. The 
resolution set fo rth that the woadway 
affo rds the only means of direct com
munication between Newark, its park system 
and the suburbs of Newark with Jersey City 
and the Hudson county boulevard and 
Manhattan, and th at in the construction of 
this road am ple provision should be made, 
not only for the commercial and teaming 
inte rests of Newark, but also for light 
driving and automobi les. 
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curving stretch of roadway at 
Deerf ie ld and the hil ly and undulat
ing approach form one of the most 
interest ing vi ews to be had on 
this tr ip . From t he br idge where the 
wide creek, bordered wi th tropical 
verdure, can be had a magnificent 
panoramic view of t he surrounding 
country. 

At romantically beautiful Arch 
Creek the number of snap shots 
taken exceeded those taken at any 
ot her poin t . 

Ou r tri p at Pal m Beach com
menced qu ite early in the morn ing, 
but so interesting was the run that 
numerous stops were made to get 
the full benefit of what was so 
pleasing to the eye and delightful 
to the senses. 

In this way the run to Fort 
Lauderdale , which should have 
been made in a little over two hours' 
time, required a little over five 
hours. 

On arrival at Fort Lauderdale an 
extended stop was made, as it was 
after the luncheon hour and every 
one had been hungry for the past 
hour, each individual appetite being 
most keen from the outing and the 
superinduced exhilaration of the 
trip. 

While everyone was getting out 
of the cars an advanced courier had 
entered the New River Hotel to 
order luncheon for the party and a 
wait of some time was expected. 
Contrariwise the courier emerged 
from the hotel soon after his 
entrance and announced that Third 
Vice-President J.E. Ingraham, of 
the Florida East Coast Railway, had 
wired that luncheon be ready for 
~he party and that launches be in 
readiness to take all on a trip up 
the New River after the luncheon. 

Never was a meal more heartily 
enjoyed than this one. Perfect 
appetites, wit and humor and a 
general Bohemian atmosphere pre
va iled and everyone was radiant 
with happiness, which found ex 
pression in one round of laughter 
following another. 
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The quiet little hotel on the bluff 
of the river is picturesquely sit4Jated 
and has attractive grounds and well 
kept lawns. A young negro boy, 
" Charlie," claiming to be country 
bred but sharp in city ways, was 
suf ficient ly versatile to entertain 
t he party for a good half hour. 

It was 3 o'clock when we started 
on the trip southward with three 
hours for Fort Lauderdale and a 
second round of three cheers for 
V ice -President Ingraham. Owi ng to 
t he lateness of the hour , t he desi re 
to be at Mia mi by 5 o'c lock and t o 
allow for stops to t ake snap shots, 
the launch party trip up the river 
was reluctantly abandoned. 

An enjoyable feature was the 
"Crowning of the Speed King" by 
Miss Elizabeth G. Cary, of Ormond . 
Having secured a bouquet of yellow 
jasmine , Miss Cary decorated each 
one of the party with a yellow 
bouton ierre, so that we represented 
a party of speed queens and speed 
kings in royal automobile parade 
as our cars made their graceful 
turns around the hotel and out 
upon the splendid Florida road 
way. 

Those in the party were : Mr. 
and Mrs. T.K. Hastings of Brook
lyn, N.Y.; Mrs. J.C. Kerrison and 
Miss Marie Morris of Boston; Miss 
Elizabeth B. Cary of Ormond, 
Fla., and Bretton Woods, N.H.; Mr. 
William C. Russell of Hartford, 
Conn.; "Senator" W.J. Morgan, of 
New York City, representing Mor
gan's Motor Message; Mr. George 
Tangeman, the automobile enthusi
ast, whose interest in automobile 
progress and development is known 
from one end of the cou ntry to 
another; Mr. A mos G. Batchelder, 
secretary of the American A uto
mobile Association and editor of 
the Automobile /'v,agazine; Mr. 
Albert A.A. Silber, of Jacksonville, 
representing the Palm Beach Daily 
News; Mr. John C. Wetmore, of 
Motor Age and the Evening Mail of 
New York City; Mr. Nathan Lazar
nick, of New York City, also re
presenting Motor Age. and famous 
on two continents for the excel -

lence and quality of his outdoor 
photographic views; Mr. J. Schroyer 
of New York City, representin 
Motor Way; Mr. W.H . Harrison of 
New York City represent ing the 
New York Tribune; Mr. F.E. l 
Spooner of New York City, who , 
not only rep resents the New York 
World but also "forty other papers.'~ 

Mr. Spooner was well prepared on 
this trip to take all the needed 
views and secured some very 
strikin g pictures that soon will be 
published in t he paper and maga· 
zines which he represents and which, 
wil l add new laurels to his fame, , 
as also t o increase t he interest of 
the public in this grand State of 
Florida . p 

With the object of this trip a 
already stated it served its end most 
admirably and though it was 
characteristically a pleasure tri p, its.. 
beauty and success will be sh ared 
by the world at large. 
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Its inception was largely due to ... .:- ~. ·c 
a "promoter's" idea. 

Who was this "promoter?" 

Why ask when the ubiqui tous 
"Senator" Morgan was present? 
He was busy, exceedingly so, · 
while the two days previous he 
was busy completing all the arrange
ments for the trip and was the very 
life and inspiration of this memor
able party . 
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/ Part I 

Webster's Dictionary defines 
"pioneer" as either a member of a 

·-military unit that precedes the main 
I body and builds bridges, roads, 

trenches, etc., OR as one who goes 
. .before into that which is unknown 
1 ~r untried, to prepare the way for 
~· others. When you have read about 

our Bryan pioneers, we think you 
will be struck, as we were, with 
how well these words describe them. 

In any history of the Bryans, the 
first thing that strikes you is that 

~ they did so much. The second thing 
~ that stands out is that they were 

1
-either the first to do something or, 

failing that, the youngest! They 
brought a family tradition of public 

~ service, private enterprise, and in-
genuity down to Broward County 

. from Hamilton and Volusia coun-
ti es and, before that, from Georgia 

1 
and from Bladen County, North 
Carolina . 

•, 

Let us start the real -1 ife saga of 
. the Bryans with a brief mention of 
the patriarch of the clan in Bladen 
County. 

But, first, let us digress for a mo
ment. This is essentially a work of 
genealogy and, as such, there are 

' some instructions we would like 
· you to have before you begin 
l reading. The expression, "You can't 
'tell the players without a score 
card, " is never more apt than in 
genealogy. The Pedigree Charts 
(Ped . #) and Family Group Sheets 
( FGS #) are the scorecards which 

l accompany this two- part article. 

OUR 

PIONEERS 
by 

J. L. "Sam" Heede 
Genealogical Society 
of Broward County 

Peruse them as you go along. They 
give more detailed information on 
family relationships than is pos
sible or practical in the main body 
of the text . 

WILLIAM BRYAN (1757-1838) 
and his wife, Sarah Singletary 
Bryan, spent their lives in Bladen 
County, North Carolina, and are 
buried in the William Bryan Ceme 
tery in Tarheel. William was a sol 
dier in the Revolutionary War, 
serving in the Bladen Militia. He 
and Sarah raised nine children, two 
girls and seven boys, on their 750 
acres in Hollow Township. 

Three of their seven sons --
PHI LEMON LEIGH, JAMES, and 
JOSEPH --- moved south into Geor
gia and were in Hamilton County, 
Florida, by the time the 1830 
census was taken. A fourth son, 
LEWIS, arrived in Hamilton Coun
ty not long afterward. 

The three Bryan sons, in 1830, 
were part of the eighty-seven 
heads of household with a total of 
553 persons making up the popula 
tion of Hamilton County. By the 
1850 census, there were 2,500 per
sons in the county. This was the era 
of military land grants and the 
Armed Occupation Act of 1842. 
This last act lured settlers to Flor
ida and particularly to the area 
below Micanopy where most of the 
Indian uprisings had occurred. The 
act gave 160 acres to anyone brave 
enough to homestead the land for 
at least five years. 

This land giveaway deal was not 
quite the prize it appeared to be. 
Along with the usual back-break 
ing hardships, settlers had to con
tend with Indians who had no in
tention of honoring this 1842 act. 
Even fourteen years after it went 
into effect, on December 23, 1856, 
they killed and mutilated a family 
in New Smyrna, Volusia County. 

There were so many Bryans, and 
they were involved in so much of 
the early growth of Hamilton Coun
ty that we will concentrate on the 
families of just two of them --
JOSEPH BRYAN and PHI LEMON 
LEIGH BRYAN, sons of William of 
Bladen County. 

JOSEPH BRYAN (1790-1846) 
had two sons who were important 
to Hamilton County. One son, 
Ml L TON JAMES BRYAN, was the 
county's first sheriff after the ter 
ritory of Florida became the twen
ty -seventh state to join the Union 
in 1845. In 1846, Milton was a road 
commissioner. In 1847, he was a 
state representative, and in 1863 
and 1864 he served as county com
missioner. Between 1836 and 1857, 
he and his wife, Mary Maria Stewart, 
had twelve children. The last, a 
daughter, they named Kansas Ne
braska Bryan. 

Another son of Joseph Bryan, 
THOMAS BRYAN, married Matilda 
D. Stewart and had ten children, 
five sons and five daughters. Thomas 
was constable of Hamilton County 
in 1839. 
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ANNIE LOUISE 
BRYAN 

1881 -1966 

Bryan Family 
Pedigree Chart Z 

WILLIAM BRYAN 
1757 - 1838 

PHILEMON LEIGH BR YAN 
1779-1858 

WILLIAM JAMES BR YAN 
1813 -? _ _.....~ ........ --...... 

r- ~ 
NATHANIEL CLAY BRYAN 

1846-1918 
JOHN Ml LTON BRYAN, SR. 

1838-1911 

WILLIAM QUINCY 
BRYAN 
? - 1921 

~ 

MARY ESTHER 
BRYAN 

1878-1932 

/ 

NATHANIEL 
PH ILEMON 

BRYAN 
1872 -1935 

JOHN Ml LTON 
BRYAN, JR. 
1874-1936 

.....--"""~.__-
~ ~ 

JAMES PHI LEMON 
BRYAN 

"~ - ·~·· 
19113 , 1984 ~ 

ELIZABETH BRYAN 

,. ~ 

LOURCEY BRYAN 
1919 -

WILLIAM JAMES 
BRYAN 

1876-1908 

(JOHN) MURRAY 
BRYAN 
1905 -
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This brings us to PHILEMON 
LEIGH BRYAN, son of William of 
Bladen County and ancestor of 
most of the Bryans familiar to 
Broward Countians. PHI LEMON 
LEIGH BRYAN was born in 1779 
in Bladen County, North Carolina. 
As mentioned above, Philemon 
Leigh arrived in Hamilton County 
before 1830, probably about 1828, 
with his wife Anne Hawthorne 
Bryan and many of their eleven 
children (see FGS #5). 

Earlier, Philemon had settled in 
Appling County, Georgia, when it 
was opened to settlers, moving his 
family from the former Wayne 
(now Brantley) County. As county 
lines were rearranged, he found 
himself eventually living in Ware 
County without having made any 
move at all. 

Philemon Bryan was one of the 
first justices of the Inferior Court 
of Appling and Ware counties. He 
served two years of his four -year 
term, resigned in 1827, and moved 
his growing family to Hamilton 
County, Florida. Once there, Judge 
Bryan became a county commis 
sioner and a charter member of the 
Prospect Church. 

The 1830 census shows three 
Bryans as heads of households --
Joseph, James, and Philemon. By 
1850, there were ten heads of 
household surnamed Bryan. Be 
tween 1833 and 1870 so many 
Bryans held the offices of con 
stable, county clerk, justice of the 
peace, and county and road com 
missioner, that listing them all 
would only serve to confuse mat 
ters further. 

Many of the children of Phile 
mon Leigh Bryan lived out their 
lives in and around Hamilton 
County; others, like LEWIS HAW
THORNE BRYAN, kept heading 
south, and settled at New Smyrna, 
Volusia County, Florida. LEWIS 
HAWTHORNE BRYAN and his 
brother, WILLIAM JAMES 
BRYAN, produced children who 
filtered on down to our neck of 
the woods when it was still Dade 
County, Florida. 

WILLIAM JAMES BRYAN, sixth 
of Philemon Leigh Bryan's eleven 
children, was born February 25, 
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Nathan P. Bryan 

1813, in Waynesville, Georgia. He 
married Mary Ann Perry of Geor 
gia and produced nine children (see 
FGS #6). His second child, JOHN 
MILTON BRYAN (1838 - 1911), 
was profiled in the Winter/ Spring 
1984 issue of Broward Legacy. 

John Milton Bryan was the fa 
ther of ten. Two of his sons dis
tinguished themselves in Washing 
ton. Lawyers in partnership, NA
THAN P. (Nathaniel Philemon) 
BRYAN was a United States 
Senator and then a federal judge 
while his brother, WILLIAM 
JAMES BRYAN, wa~ also a sen 
ator. William James served less 
than a year, from December 26, 
1907, until March 22, 1908, when 
he died of typhoid fever in Wash 
ington, D.C. (see FGS #7). 

NATHAN BRYAN was also the 
first chairman of the Florida Board 
of Control and acting attorney for 
the state's attorney in 1906 when 

Lake City and Gainesville were 
involved in a tug-of -war over the 
final domicile for the University of 
Florida. 

Prior to 1905, there were eight ' 
state -supported institutions of 
higher learning dotted around Flori 
da. The Florida Legislature, in 
1905, decided to reorganize the sys
tem into just three colleges. Florida 
Female College and the all-black 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical 
would be located in Tallahassee. 
The University of Florida college 
for men would be located in either 
Ocala, Jacksonville, St. Augustine, 
Lake City, or Gainesville. All o 
these cities hoped to win the men's 
college, but only the latter two ha 
a good chance of achieving that 
goal. Both also had much to lose if I 
they failed. Lake City seemed to ! 
have the most to offer. It had al -' 
ready established an agricultural 
college, which had a new gymna -:~ 



sium and three buildings courtesy 
~ of Henry Flagler, the railroad mag 

nate. However, Gainesville also al 
ready had a college--- the East Flor
ida Seminary. 

Both sides wooed hard, but Lake 
City could not top Gainesville's of 
fer of 517 acres, $70,000, and free 
water. Gainesville won. Lake City 
carried on a court battle for almost 
two years after the decision, but to 
no avail. Among other things, Lake 
City challenged the Board of Con 
trol's authority to take the college 
away from them. There was so 
much anger that, for many years 
afterward, residents of Lake City 
would not send their children to 
school in Gainesville. 

When the final days arrived for 
the college at Lake City, tempers 
were still running high. Mayhem 
was so distinctly a possibility that 
Nathan P. Bryan sent a telegram to 
W.P. Jernigan, business manager for 
the university, asking, "Has any-

- body been arrested? Answer quick." 
&: On July 23, four mule teams load
\_· ed with library books and other 

contents of the college headed for 
Gainesville with the admonition 
from Nathan Bryan not to offend 
anyone, not to argue with anyone, 

, ~ and to "attend strictly to business." 
, Bryan Hall, housing the original 

University of Florida Law School, 
.. was named for Nathan P. Bryan. 

After Bryan served as United 
~ States Senator from 1911 to 1917, 

he was twice offered the post of 
Governor General of the Philip 

. pines by President Wilson. Twice he 
i\. declined, stating that he felt he 

should continue his work in the 
1 states because of the precarious 

condition of world politics at the 
... time. In 1920, Wilson appointed 
· Bryan circuit judge of the Fifth 

Circuit Court of Appeals, a posi 
tion he held until his death in 

~ Jacksonville in 1935. 

1 
The fifth child of William James 

1 Bryan was NATHANIEL CLAY 
' BRYAN. Born in Hamilton County 

I 
>in 1846, he married Martha Jane 
Howell in 1870. By 1896, they 
were living in Lemon City, Dade 
County, Florida. From Lemon City 

·they moved north to Hallandale, 
Florida. 

four children were born to Na -

thaniel Clay Bryan. One of his 
daughters, Esther (1878 - 1932), was 
the second schoolteacher in Fort 
Lauderdale. Both Esther Bryan and 
her sister, Annie Louise Bryan, mar
ried brothers named Ingalls who 
were themselves Broward pioneers. 

WILLIAM QUINCY BRYAN, cal 
led Quince, was the only son of 
Nathaniel Clay Bryan. Quince was 
the first tax assessor for Broward 
County --- from 1915 until his 
death in 1921 . He died at forty 
four, leaving a twenty -five -year 
old widow, a three-year -old son 
named James Philemon, and a 
daughter, Elizabeth, less than a year 
old. 

The son, better known as PH I L 
BRYAN, grew up to be the first 
mayor of Pembroke Park from the 
time of its incorporation in 1957 
until 1978. On the occasion of his 
death in August 1984, his child 
hood friend, J. W. Moffitt, des
cribed Bryan's early years as mayor, 
saying that Bryan "kind of ran the 
town like a good little business 
operation'' and accepted about ten 
dollars a month during all twenty 
one years of his term. 

LOURCEY and (JOHN) MUR 
RAY BRYAN, grandsons of the 
John Milton Bryan, Sr., mentioned 
earlier, shared their memories of 
childhood in a primitive Broward 
County during interviews in late 
1983 with Dr. Cooper Kirk, His 
torian for the Broward County His
torical Commission. The brothers 
explained the hardships encounter
ed here since 1895, when their 
father, John M. Bryan, Jr., first 
visited this area in search of land 
more suitable for citrus growing 
and cattle raising than the New 
Smyrna· Kissimmee area, which had 
suffered a devastating frost . 

Until the early 1920s, the family 
was still somewhat dependent upon 
their former hometown for the few 
luxuries and necessities it could 
offer over the relentless difficul 
ties in the area known as Big City 
where they made their home. 
Big City was so called by Indians 
and settlers alike :...ecause the In 
dians camped there, and no other 
area for miles around had n ore 
people. It was located approxi 
mately where U.S. 441 and Stirling 

Road meet, the present location of 
the Hollywood Seminole Indian 
Reservation. 

(JOHN) MURRAY BRYAN, born 
in 1905, and his younger sister, 
Guilda Belle, came as small children 
to this area west of Dania. Lourcey 
was born at Big City in 1919 to 
John Milton Bryan, Jr., and Guilda 
Rose Murray Bryan. Even though 
they were considered fairly well 
to -do for the times, their lives 
were horrendously difficult by our 
pampered standards. Asked what 
they did for recreation, they an 
swered, "We worked." 

While the Bryans lived at Big 
City, Murray went to Dania to 
school in a horse and buggy, driven 
by the teacher who lived with his 
family, Miss Charlotte Bradley. The 
path was sometimes impassable, 
either oozing muck or totally under 
water. To finish eighth grade, Mur 
ray lived with his maternal grand 
parents, Thomas Jefferson and Liza 
Murray in New Smyrna. By the 
time he graduated from Fort Lau
derdale High School in 1924, con
ditions had improved somewhat. 

At one time, John M. Bryan, Jr., 
had at least 2,000 head of beef 
cattle out at Pine Island, where the 
family later lived. He would bring 
in 500 to 1,000 head at a time to 
be fattened up, sold, and driven to 
the water for shipment to Cuba. 
Their brand, as well as Grandfather 
Murray's, was the seven cross. They 
both marked and branded their 
herd with a distinctive pattern 
of notches and cuts on the ears 
which could be identified even 
when heavier winter hair hid the 
brand. 

Without the electricity we take 
for granted now, the Bryans used 
kerosene to light the lamps, and it 
had to be purchased from Bob 
Jones' grocery store in Dania. 
Trips to "town" were few, arduous, 
and strictly for necessity. Even so . 
Guilda Rose Murray Bryan remem 
bered those years as some of her 
happiest. The family lived in an 
unpainted three-bedroom house, 
surrounded by orange trees, in the 
middle of nowhere. There were no 
neighbors to speak of --- or to, for 
that matter. There was a wood 
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Murray (left) and Lourcey Bryan at Murray's home in New Smyrna Beach, December 22, 1983. 

stove, and on the back porcr, a 
pitcher pump. They bathed in a 
number-two washtub, laboriously 
heating and c,a rrying water. At a 
time when it was not unusual to 
kill six to eight rattlesnakes daily, 
the outhouse was a short but har 
rowing distance from the house, 
and they stepped lively. 

Rattlesnakes were not the only 
danger. At night the squalling of 
panthers could be heard and their 
presence felt. Feline eyes shone in 
the light of the campfires that at 
tracted them. Sometimes, in the 
morning, cat prints as large as 
a man's palm could be seen on the 
banks of the canals where they 
came to drink. Asked if he had ever 
been afraid while guarding horses 
or cattle at night, one of the Bryan 
boys could still make light of the 
situation, answering, "Well , I wasn't 
exactly pi eased ... " 

Lourcey and Murray remember 
Dr. Thomas Kennedy as a man who 
could be consulted for help with 
animals as well as humans, since 
his was the only medical advice 
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around. Lourcey relates that Dr. 
Kennedy had an unusual way of 
dispensing medicine. He carried 
pills around in his pockets, pulling 
out a bunch, blowing the lint and 
tobacco off them, and giving them 
to patients. Considering that this 
was a mere sixty -odd years ago, it 
is startling to realize what changes 
Lourcey and Murray Bryan have 
seen in south Florida in their life 
times. 

In our next issue: Lewis Haw 
thorne Bryan and his Broward 
County descendants. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Bryan Family Genealogical Records, Broward 
County Histori ca l Commission, Fort Lau 
derdale, Fl orida. 

Bryan, Murray and Lou rcey, interviewed by 
Cooper Kirk, December 22, 1983, B roward 
County Hi stori ca l Commission Oral Hi s
tory Collection. 

Bryan, Nathan P. Collection, P. K. Yonge L i. 
brary of Florida History, Univers ity of 
Florida, Gainesville. 

Confederate Service Records, Nat iona l Ar
chives, Washington, D.C. 

Devine, Martha E. Gross Point, Michigan. 
"Fort Laude rdale Sentinel," 1g15·1923. , 
Hami lton County Bicentennial Committee ' 

"An Early History of Hamilton County, 
Florida." Jasper: The Jasper News, 1976, 

Hu xford, Folks. "Pioneers of Wiregrass Geor
gia. 7 vols. Jesup, Ga.: The Jesup Sentinel , 
1951 ·1975. 

Ingall s, Mrs. Melvin N., Titusvi lle, Florida. 
Simpson, Bryan. "John Milton Bryan, Sr., " 

"Broward Legacy." Vol. 7, No. 1 and 2 
(Winter/Spring 1984), 2-10, • 

United States Census Schedules, 1910. 
" The Weekly Miami Metropolis," 1897-1911, 

BACK COVER 

These Broward County pioneers were 
photographed at Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
in the early 1900s. Left to right are: 

Nathaniel Clay Bryan of Hallandale; hi~ 
wife Martha Jane Howell Bryan; their 
son- in -law Charles Edward Ingalls; and 
Nathaniel's brother John Milton Bryan of 
Dania. C. E. Ingalls, who married Nathan 
iel and Martha's daughter Esther, was 
postmaster of Hallandale from 1907 to ' 
1909, and served on the first BrowarcJ 
County commission. (Photo courtesy of 
Mrs. Melvin Ingalls.) 



YOU CAN HELP SAVE 

BROWARD'S HISTORY 

Many important sources of 
local history (photos, letters, 
scrapbooks, brochures, 
diaries, business records, 
and more) lie hidden in 
attics, closets, shelves, 
and storage boxes. 

The Broward County Historical Commission is at
tempting to acquire as many of these valuable materials as possible for our 

·~ expanding archives of Broward County History. Here, they can be preserved 
and made available to researchers. 

If you have any materials relating to Broward's past sitting 
unused, in your home or place of business, please consider donating them to 
the Broward County Historical Commission. 

If you have items of historical interest that you would like to 
keep, the Historical Commission would be happy to borrow, copy, and re

- turn them. 

•' 

I . 

Call 765-5872, or 
Visit the Historical Commission office at: 

100-B South New River Drive East 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 
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