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HOPE FOR PEACE Hi VERACRUZ
:BLASTED BY GOVERNOR CERDAN

MEXICO CITY (MLN) - CTM hopes for reaching an understanding with
Veracruz Governor Jorge Cerdan hue failed as a r esult of the continuation
of Cerdan ls gangster tactics against organized labor in the East Coast
State.

Cerdan appeared before the President recently and promised to stop
his attacks on labor and negotiate with the CTM for an understanding, but
no sooner was he back in his own yard before his ant i - l abor activity beean
allover again.

Main source of the difficulty appears to be Oer-danl s tie-up with
the local Sinarcho-Fascist organization, which is supported by much of the
Veracruz business and religious elements and wields considerable political
power.

Cerdants promise to the Federal Gover~~ent to cease his anti-labor
activity was a bid to r etain favor with the natio~al administration, while
resumption of his gangster t actics on r eturn to his bailiwick was induced
by his desire to retain the political support of the Sinarc~-Fascists.

Cerdan henchmen an d members of hi s fan ily have a strong grip on al l
admi ni s t ra t i ve offices in the state and to retain that p ower have allied
themselves with the most corrupt p olitical and economic influences in
Veracruz, setting up a r egime which bears a remary~ble resemblance to
the Huey Long dic tatorship in Louisiana some years ago.

All members of the CTM in official positions or emplcr,red by the
state gover nment a re systematically being f i r ed to make way for political
appointtees recommended '·oy Cerdan wardheelers. This shift in personnel
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has reached tre st a~o ~hcre t he state of Ver~cruz is IRrgel y under gang
rule.

At the r eei onal confe rence of the Veracruz f ederati on of the CTM ,
which closed Aug. 18, Fi del Vela zque z announcedtha t t he G~l wi l l institut e
an organ i ze d carr~aign t o r i d Veracruz o f the Ger dan d ict~rship .

Velazquez, CTM :s;ener 8.. secret ary, po inted out t hat the fight
against Ce r dsn is at the same time a fi ght against Si na rchism, agai ns t
treason and div :is Lon ism, The G'IM, he declared, will never yield bef ore
the a t tack of r eacti on" no matter how power f ul it mD,y be .

Several Gerdan ~gen t s wi t hi n GTM uni ons were e~)elled by t he
r egi onal conference. While these men were a mi c r oscop i c mi no r i t y amont
the Veracruz fe dora ti on, they had .followed the usual cus to m of agents
p r ovocat eur s and had wriggled themsel ves into sove ral influential pos itions .

Ce rdan l s henchman a r e also p r ep a r i ng for tho conf l ic t , vi t h a p r i ­
vate a r my being m'gani ze d called the Cordan Vanguard. This organi zation i s
made up mostly of p is t or l cro s or triGgermen, who offe r their s ervices to
any pol i tical band whi.ch pays enough.

There is a l s o the p oss i b i l i t y of Nazi agents be i ng a c t ive among
the Cordan crowd , a s thore is a cl ose tie-up bo t ~c on t he Cordan-supporting
Sinarchi st or 'gan i aa t d on and international Fascism. Lnv es t i ga td on into the
si t ua t i on wi l l p r obao Iy be made shor t l y by t he Mex i cen gover rlIncnt .

MEXICOfS POVERTY-.AN ARTICLE
By Vicente Lombardo Toledano

Mexico's p r i nc ipal p nb lem is poverty.

The hi s t ory of our co unt ry is the his tory of a peopl e which has
suf fered f or centu ries . Hungor in the Pre-Spani sh po r i od, slavery under
the conquistador es, ]rivat io n dur ing c ivi l war , peonaGe on t he hug e pl antat
ions-- t his has boe n our h i sto ry.

Bu t the Revo Lut i on c reated a new Me xi co. Bet.ween ou r nat i on of
today and t~2t of 1~10 lios an abyss . The di stance betDeen our p e opl e t o&lY
cm d our peopl e un der the Spanish vice ro ys is unme~surabl e. But Mexico is
s t i l l pe or-poo re r than Mexi cans suppose 0 r foreiene rs i magine.

Mexico has a pop ulat ion of 20,000,000. Of t hese 6,200,000 aro
economi cal l y ac t ive . Our annual income is four bil l ion pe so s .

Rural papu12t ion is 68.8 pe rc ent of t he t otal. Wi t h i n t his pe rcent ­
age are 4,300,000 ec onor.1i cally ac t i ve individu als. Out of t he total 'na t i o!1a l
income t hey receive 26 pe rcent , which means 20 pesos a mont h p e r economi c­
al l y ac t i ve i ndivi dua l, or 40 pe so s a month per fami l y .

The proletari~t of i ndustrial and ci ty ~orkers repre sents 19.2
pe rcent of the to t al populat i on , with 1,200,000 economical l y a c t ive indi­
vid ual s . These r ec e i ve 22 pe r cent of t he na t i ona.L i nc ome, or sc pes os a
mont h pe r unit, 120 peso s a mont h per work i ng- class fami l y .

White-collC',r wor k er s a r e 6. 8 perc en t , 450,000 economi cal Ly act i ve
individuals, who r eceive 11 pe r cen t of the national income--75 pes os pe r
unit or 150 poso s a month p Ol' f amily.



-3-

The b ourgeoi sieMbusiness men, industrialis t s, l andl ords, p r ofessi on ­
als, gover nmen t functi onnri cs , and managcrs--ropresent 5 ~rc ent of the
nation 's population with 250,000 individuals oro n cmIcal Ty a c t i ve . These
r ec eiv e 41 P or-c ent of tho nat i onal im::omo I or 550 p esos p er uni t ,

These dat il r eveal the f ant a.stic disprop ortion be t ween the tir~y

pr ivi l &god group , 5 per c ent of the population, which receives almost h alf
of t h e national Lnc onn ; and the rural population , 70 perc en t , which receiv es
oply one-f ourth of the national Lnc one ,

These fi~lres exp l a i n just how poor Mexico is, why it is imp ossible
to think of national p r or;ros s wi thout raising the s t and.ar d of living of
the ru ral populat ion .

Mexican Lndu stry cannot prosper V'li thout b uye r s . I f we wi s h to keep
on be ing a country which exists by selling raw mat erials abroad , we can
keep on being hungry; but i f we wish to or ganize our p roduc t.i.on for the
benefit of the Mexican p e op l e , we must build our own industry which will
sa.tisfy our own n eeds before all . For this to t ake p Lace , the g r eat mas s
of the rural population must becomo pu r c hase r s of ou r industrial p ro dU cts .
The gr eater the progr es s of oir Ind i '.\Us an d our f a r mo r s , the gr ea t e r th e
p r ogres s of our v;orki~l!:..ss and middle-class . The p oore r oir f armers , t he
poorer will be our rork ors , employes , p r of e s s ionals and technici~s.

Our economic structure is a pyramid based on the wide masses of
our rural popul.at I on , needling up to the 250,600 members of the privileged
class who rec eive two billion pe sos yearly .

Recent propag~mda doclares trat the gover~ont must support the
p r i v i l eged minority in th e i r ef f ort s to r eorganize the nation f or their
further benefit . This p ropaganda is opposed not only to h i s to r ica l laws but
to phy s i cal laws. A py r ami d does not rest up on ita poi n t , but upon its
base . A gov e r nment ~hich r ests upon the pr i v i l eged Gr oup and not upon the
g r eat mas se s of the eop loi t ed peop l e not only cannot build a better Mexico ,
but must collapse .

Till only ones in Moxico who can build a b et t or Mexico Me the pocr ,
the hungry , the needy , those close to the soil , those who for med the a r miec
\7hich fought for justice in the III st, those who have g i ven bi r t h to all
our national heroes and leaders .

The nati onal inc ome should be multipliod. The Mex Ican Revolution
has begi n this t ask , swcep i rg away the Diaz ddc t a t o r-shfp an d the relics
of the viceroys . Science Gnd mode rn ~ echni que, a t t he s ervice of the p eople
an d complet e nati o~al i ndep endence, will transforrJ our p r esent pove r t y
into genu ine wealth-wealth of the Me xic an peop l e .

TALKS CONTINUE FOR AGREEM:EJ:.!T
ON NEW OINEMA UNION CONTRAOT.

MEXICO CITY (MLN) -- Talks bo t wecn repros cn t a t.ives of the motion
p i c t u r e industry andrthe Ci~ema Workers Union Her e r-en ewed Aw;ust 20 , nith
bbe da t e for a pos s ib l e stri ke pos tpo ne d to Sept . 2 .

Hope Pas held ou t f or settlement of thed I sput o , a s, the industry
representati ves h ave b ccn mu ch more c om illiA.tory si nco their failure
t o put over a "Nazi" scare and get ou t s i,de i nt c rvon'td on ,



GinonD. v.or- kc rs ? r0 ask i n,> a cant r a c t r e vision t o p r ov i de slir:htly
~1iGher wa ge s ca.Les in acc ord r:ith the hi t~hor c os t of living .

As the Dotion p i c t u r e industr.1 is conplotely in tho h a nds of
Hol.Lywoo d and Nev! Yor k r.1o.,~nates , a ;.;roenents la v e to be r ef e r re d by t he ' i:e: ~ i­

can rcpr-es cn t a t l v. s of the i n du s t ry back to tho ownc rs i n the States .

The Ci nema 170rk c rs Union is one of the s t ro n e es t i n Mexico an d it
i s be Li eved that the r.-:i-l-Gl1P. tes wil l r cc ogn l zo tho advi cabi Lt ty cf sigr.ir~ E ;

. a ne\7 cont ract .

I NTERNATI ONAL BnI GADE lllEM5ER
COMES HOME FEOM F R.~~ CO SPAI N

MEX IOO CITY (MLN) -- Roberto Voe;a Gam a.Le z , oro ofthe last Mexicrm
riombe rs 0 fthc I n t o rn a t.i crrxl, Brigade to be free d fran Frace0 Is p r i SODS , ar r'Lvcd
i n Mexico City At~. 15 .

VeDa Garz al c z vms a cadet i n the Mex i crn Mili t a r y Academy a t the
time of the fasci st Lnva s i on of Spain an d was c ap tur c d by t:re f'asc ists in
1935 at Te ruel . He w~s f i na l l y r e~eased thru in t c rn~t i onal effort .

He reported the.t the Spa1 i s h peopl e are only aTIaiting an oppo r ­
tuni ty to t.h r ow out the fascist invaders and 10c21 t r a t tors . Franco vri L],
never co rc illiat e Spain to Fasci sm, he dec lared.

Famine is r avo.ging Sp a i n, Vega Gonzalez reported,adding that the
p r-l s en diet c ons i s t cdof a soup made of the outer skins c:f d r ied Spanish
p e a s .

Still a y ouncster, he ~ill be act i 7e i n Mexican ant i -fasc ist
o r cani zat Lors •
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