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OIL QUESTION INVADES HAVAFNA LABOR CONFERENCE ,

VEXICO CITY. (MLN) -- Mexico's outstanding controversy
with the foreigmw oil componies was the cause of o sharp discusdon
ot the Inter-dmerican Conference of the Internotional Labor Office
currently being held in Hoveno, Cuba.

During the session of November 25, when the report of
ILO Director Winant wos beind sicussed, the Cuban employer Trepresen=
tative, Wilfredo H. Brito, made an attack on the Mexicom govermment
for its cxpropriations of the oil company properiies and of large
londed estates in the development of its agrarion reform progrome

Mexico, Mre Brito said, is engaged in ¢ frontal aitcck
against capital and privoate property; he denounced the oil ‘expro=-
priation os an unwarranted and unjustified measure ond said that the
government 's measures had brought Mexico to the verge of economic
chaos.

Replying to this criticism of the Mexicon government,
Vicente Lombordo Toledono, General Secretary of the CIM (Confederct-
ton of ilexicon Workers) and leader of the Mexican lobor delegation
to the Conference, charged Mr. Brito with being o spokesman for
the foreign oil componies, since he is one of the Cubon lawyers of
the Sinclair interests.

"I should not wont this Conference,® Lombardo seid,
to conserve the impression of o violent and unjusiificd atiock
made egainst my country by the Cuban employer represcntative « « »
There 1s mo worse source of inspiration than ignoronce, ond the
Cubon employer delegate has proferred on attack onm my country based
on the most complete and sublime ignorance of what is happening in
Mexic0 « « o« o« It is not true thot Mexico's policies consist of o
direct asscult on caopitale The simple truth about Mexico is thai,
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for my country, as for ony othzr country of the world, the supreme
ow of the loend is the Consiitution and the legislation derived from
ite Mexico does not atiock private property, since property is on
institution recognized by ihe Constituition and the law; what Mexico
destreos, not merely todey but what it has alweys desired throughout
iis history, is for capital invested within 1ts fterritory to respect
the luws of the countrye. :

: "Mextcols nationol sovereignty moy not be subje cted to
the intercsis of on individucl, o) a company, or of o Joreigm Qo---
vermnentes The antonomy of Mexico is not only the greotest right
which we Hexicans possass, but at the same time the only thing which
remains, ond must remain, ‘uninfringoeble. ¥re. Erito has presentsd o
series of false and incomplete statisiical duta for the purpose of
tmpressing this Confercnce with the idea that the Mexicemw Revolution
ht s nrocduced ow economic unbclance which has broucght the country
to the brink of ruins. This is false. Not in the cgrorian. reform,
nor in industricl production, nor in any of the aspects of the Moxl-
con national economy hos any such unbalance token place which would
place the country in a condition of bankruptcy. On the controry,
the bases on which the new populor policy of the country is being
erecred are Just, scientific, and creative buses which are demonsirol-
ing thut the llving stondards of the industricl workers, of the
peasonte, of employeces cnd techniciams cre mony times superior to
those of only a few Yyears 090 « o« o o M

Immediately following Lombardots reply, the labor dele-
gations ot the Conference met to formulate the following formal
provests

"The labor delegations, fully endorsing the reply of
Vicente Lombardo Toledano, regret that the employcr delegate of
Cuba, Mre Brito, has utilized the floor of this Conference jor
the purpose of d@efending the interests of foreign. companies which
refused to comply with the low and ito respect the sovercigmty of
Ucxicos This atvack on the HMexicamw people is an poticch on the
workers of the entire Continent, who energicolly reject the slanders
of Mre Brito, the pald cgent of the oil compunies and enemy oj the
incependence of the smericon pecples.t

The incident ended, for the time being, with this pro-
test, cut two doys lotcr, on Iovember 27, the controversy was re-
newed vh en the Mexicaonm employcr delegate, Maximiliunoe Camiro, took
the floor to defend his Cuban collecgué.

Britol!s specch, he said, did not represent on attack on
Yexicoy he added thai "cerioin measures ggainst vrivete cepiicl
aedopied by Uexico are considered an cggression by the employe
groups Brito's atiitude did not constitute on gitcck on the Mexie—
ccn government but was merely the undenicblz excrcise of the vighi
0j opinion. IThe revolulioncry reforms gpplied to certain inlustrial
srenches end to certuln cuizgories of proeriy heve not yet resulted
in greater well-baeinge"
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In support of ﬁbe position tcken by Lombardo Toledeno
8% the previcus se¢sst on, Victor Androde, EBalivicn governmentd
celegate, Yook the floor to c¢cho the Mexicon delegotels words io
the cfject thot "IThe New World cen. only be one of iwo SLiLJJ: U
Metropolis (that ts, the Uni ied Siatasg with twenty colonie or
clse o Jrau m03uczdvzgn of twgnity-one indeusendent .uyb,lzc".
8¢ cdded-ihat he ehose the latter albernailvee

”he incident was cldsed when the prcsident cf the

Sonjfer: ncu. L bor uuo.v,wry Poriuonde of Cuba, gnnoung that
“re Brito hod agrecd nos to use the floor of ‘the CUnfafcnce Jor

Juriher ramarko of the some notures

Although ithe Conference is expecied to last still

another weehn; Lomburdo IToledono lefi Havena on his return to Mexico
Gity on lNovember 27, cuc to the pressure of business in Mcxicos
48 Geneval Secreiary of ihe CIN, vhée mosi Lw:ortwué single lobor
Orcencasebon ef the Lickin Amprieem coun e 3, und glso gs Praesident
of “the CTAL {Confodbrzﬁion of Lotin imericon Jorksorsy whick ‘dncludés
the notional frade unlon centers oF mearly ell the countrics of
Ancricay ‘Lomborde was cledrly the auistunaang Jioure ot ithe Joli
Ffercnces His cddresses to the bosqulg, nat only on the specific

and locel problems of MHexico, but on ihe poo..ian and the atiiiuce
gl the-lcboy mopement of the Nestern hoszph re ‘with respect to the
European waer, werc heard with the greatest interzst ond recelved
the Qpro ro"rl o* t

L

he majority of the uechugguo The anfarcnce, in
gddition fto iis own tasks, has imidentally served to :uui;g th
pac;tnan af Lombardo os caigf spokesman Jor the worhers of all

Lotin Anericos
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SUPREVE -COURT CONIINUES 0OIL EEABINCZ.

NEXICO CITYs (MLN) —- Public hecarings in the injuniion
gui? brought before the SHtT’“E Court by the Jorhzﬁn cll companics
have continued throughout the pcst week. After some discussions
between the vorious *Hﬂ%bc_s composing the Chﬂ"h_v of the Court
before which the componies® "amparo! plea has come, 1t was decided
to recd in open session cl.ost the gomplete record oJ the case,
that is, the brch of complaint, the repliecs of the government
cgencies (the Presidency, the Deportment o;.Nc*iP"WI Economy, ond
the Deuurimcn+ nf ”incn0u which ore complainezd agoinst, and numcrous
other picces of supplementury documents, allegutions, and writs
adduced as @idenceée

f’\

The comnonies? brief ollzging the unconstitutionolity
oj the Expropriation Low ond of the Decree of MYDTOprbuibon of
thelr properties based ow it has now been read in court. The lost
few deys have been given over to the reading of the povernmentis
bricf, which sums up the Hexican governmentl!s attitude towards
this particular case and towards expropriations in generals
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The argument presented by ithe Deporiment of Finance on
the question of compensction for expropriation of rriveolte poperiy
is vitel to en understanding of Mexico's positione "Since the
concept of indemnificotion," the brief soys, %1ls one of the caopital
points in the oil expropriation, it is pertinent io note thut,
in conformity with Internactional Low ond the estublished practice
of notions, it is not true that expropriations carried out by
Staves, of properties belonging to foreigners, for public or socicl
endsy must necessarily pe occompunied by an adequote indcnniJicutlons
This latter concept is of non exciusively ethicnl, ond not politicel,
ordery except when expressly provided for by the tex?t of a law or
a trecty.?

The brief goes on to cite the classic examplés of the
obolition jor public ends, of the properity of nationsls and forcig—
ners without compensation, in the United Statzsy the emoncipotion of
the slaves during the Civil Tar and the Prohibition Amendment to the
Constitution.

"The Constitutions of Russia, Spcein, Germany, ond
Czechoslovakia," the document continues, "authorize expropriction
without compensation, cnd Austria, Bulgoria, Greece, Yogoslavio,
Esthonia, Finl.nd, Lithuonia, Polcond, cond Rumania cuthorize
expropriations with deferrcd compensation. Finally, in the fomous
controversy between Hungory and Rumania over the cpplication o
Hungarion nationals of Rumanicon cgrarian legislation, poycble im
State honds, eminent internctional Jurisconsults (there Jfollows
a long 1ist of names, including Edounrd Deschamps and Sir Austen
Chomberlain) unanimously upheld the faculty of the Stote to modifu
in mencral the regime of private property, us there exists no
internationol rule making poyment of o compensction imperatives. In
spite of the foregoing, Mexico im its expropriations has recognized
its obligation to poy o foir and reasonable indemnificotion within
¢ period of time which is wholly in consonance with the omount
tnwolved and the economic capacity of the natione”

The reading of the documents included in the record
wos conciuded on Novewber 29 and it is expected thoi discussion oFf
the droft verdict alrvecdy prepared by the justice assigned to the
case will begim on December le Finogl decision. should be handed douty
within the next two weekse ;
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RAIL UNION EEADQUARTERS ASSAULTED IN YUCATAN.

MEXICO CITY. (MLN) -~ A group of some three hundred
armed wmen atiacked the headguarters of the Yucaton Eailroad Werkers
Union on November 27, vt an howr when no more thon o dozen persons
were occupying the building. Two men were killed ond twelve wounded
in the cssault.
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The attackers were ide ﬁtb‘**i ¢s adheren

recently deposed cxzcutive commitieec of the unbﬂn, T
n“’:‘{:c b‘r Len-"r: r\‘-\" the m ﬁz-brirl:\ p‘?""ﬂv i h'vr'\‘ rﬂf‘”* i

of the GmM (Oongederatmon of Mexican Formrre), wztn wbzch the
orgenization is affilicted, for the reinstatemont o) several workers

excluded from the union in 1937.

Federal treops and lccal ;QliCu put an end o the riot
and the asscilenis were nloced under arrest. The internel dispute
within the union over this matter has been going on for some monins
and hecrings were currcntly being held before gn official aof the
Federcl Lobor Depariment in an effort to Teach o sﬁttlﬂw;nt when
the attock occurred. It 78 reported thot considerable blome 1s
imputcd, in some Yucctonw lebor cuarters, to the Lobor Deparitment
comilictor, whose atiitude during the negotiations is held to be
parily respongible for fthe oultbrecke

All the worker orgonizdtions ofjfilicted th the CITE in
the State of Yucaton, o well as @ goed mony gjtdos (cooperative
Ffarming comnunzbzea) taged o generol strike of six hours on Novche
ber 29, as ¢ Huulzcc.a wonstrotion of proﬁast.

Tho National Commitiee of the (IM hag-also sent telpgroms
of protest to vaerious federcl Juncticraries and 10 Fresident Cardenos
who ot present is on four In the neighboring Iarritory of Juintana
Eoo b
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