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A SOCIALIST RITUAL.
Most of the following compositions, by various authors, have appeared from time

to time in London Justice, and generally met with so much upprobution that it was
decided to collect and issue them in pamphlet form. We regret, however, that on
their renppeurance some of our Ch ristiun Iriends appear to have taken offense, We
have no desire to say or do anything to offend the religious prejudices of any, We
are neither Christian nor nntl-Cnrtstiun, and we have always carefully avoided
publishing anything which could be described as profane or blasphemous. We are
not concerned with theological truth or ful sehood , but with the material conditions
of socinllife. At the same time we consider it well within our province to satirize
the hypocrisy of our pastors and masters, who, while chloroforming the people into
submission to nn i niqu itous system of robberv , claim to be superior to even their
Divine l\Iaster, by persistently mixing- the worship of God unrl Mammon. The respec
table minister of Christ's gospel 'to-day, would semi his Christ to jail for a months'
hard labor as a rogue and a vagabond if here, in these degeueru te duvs, he attempted
to do as he did in old .Judea. Perhaps to say even this may be blasphemy, but it is
true. Whatever there may be said ill favor of Christianity the Christlun Chureh of
to-day is the bitter enemy of the people. Clericalism is the enemy.

DIVES AND LA~ERUS,
Did you ever hear of Dives, who lived in Palestine'?
A marvellous rich man was he, well clothed in superfine.
His table groaned with wealth of food, his wines by gallons ran
No wonder he grew sleek and stout, jest like an alderman!
Another man named Lnzarus, homeless and sick and poor,
In hopes to beg the rich man's crumbs, lay at the rich man's door;
He heard the sounds of mirth within, but not a friend had he
Except the dogs, who licked his sores in silent sympathy.

You'll th iuk it strange that such 11 thing could happen here below,
But this was in 1I far-off lund-s-u long, long while ago.

Now Dives daily feasted, and was gorgeously arrayed,
Not at all because he liked it, but because 'twas good for trade;
That the people might have calico he clothed himself in silk,
And surfeited himself on cream that they might get the milk;
He fed f VI:: hundred servants that the poor might not lack bread,
And had his vessels made of gold that they might get more lead.
And e'en to show his sympathy with the deserving poor,
He did no useful work h imself they might do the more.

You'll think this very, very strange, bnt then of course you know,
"I'wus in a far-oft' oountrv-c-and u long, long while ago.

Poor Lazarus at length became too week with Death to strive
He evidently was not one of the fittest to survive-
So on one chilly night, about a quarter past eleven,
He looked up at the silent stars, and died-anll went to heaven.
Now Dives too was waxing old , present ly fell ill,
Whereon a lawyer was tailed in to make a mighty will;
And when Dives' sons and daughters came to hear his last farewell,
He bade them follow in his steps, and died-and went to hell!

I don't think God would venture now to treat a rich man so,
But this was such a long way off-and so very long ago!-LuKE, Junior.
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'I'he Owners of the Universe.

Let us corner up the sunbearns
Lying all around our path;

Get a trust on wheat and roses,
Give the poor the thorns and chaff.

Let us find our chiefest pleasure
Hoarding bounties of to-day,

So the poor shall have scant measu re
And two prices have to pay.

Yes; we Tl reservoir the rivers
And we'll levy on the lakes,

And we'll lay a trifling toil tax
On each poor man who partakes.

\Ve 'will brand his number on h irn
That he'll carry through his life;

We'll apprentice all his children,
Get a mortgage on his wife.

We will capture e'en the wind-god
And confine h irn in a cave,

And then, through our patent process,
We the atmosphere w il l save.

Thus we'll squeeze our little brother
\Vhen he tries his lungs to fill;

Put a meter on his wind-pipe,
And present our little bill.

We will syndicate the starlight,
And monopolize the 11100n !

Claim. a royaltv on rent-days,
A proprietary noon;

For right of way through ocean's spray
We'll pay just what it's worth;

We will drive our stakes around the lakes,
In fact, we'll own the earth.
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A Oatechism for the Mob.

P rinted and published by command of the Bankers' Institute,
and ordered to be read at every Union meeting through
out America. The working people are expected to
inculcate these sublime teachings into the minds of
their young from early life.

Question-What is thy name ?
Answer-Wag'eworker.
Q.-Who are .thy -paren ts /
A.-My father was called Wageworker--my mothers name

is Poverty.
R.- Where wast thou born?
A.-In a garret under the roof of a tenement house whi ch

my father and his comrades built.
Q.-What is thy religion?
A .-The Religion of CAPITAL.
Q .-Whatgeneralcluties does thy religion enjoin upon thee?
A.-Two, principally : first, the duty of Abnegation,

second, the duty of Toil. My religion commands me to ab
dicate my rights upon all property on earth, that com
mon 'm oth er of us all; upon the treasures she bears in her
womb-upon the product of her surface-upon her wonder
ful fertility through the light and the heat of the sun; it com
mands me to abdicate my rights of property in the product of
the labor of my hands and ' m y brain: .M y religion com
mands me to toil from early childhood' to .m y dying day-to
toil by sun light, gas light or electric light, · by day and by
night-to toil on the earth, under the earth , and in the waters
that are about the earth-to toil everywhere and ever more.

Q.-Does thy religion lay upon thee any other duties?
A.--It lays upon me the further duty of self-denial and

privation: to still my hunger only partially-to pinch all my
physical wants--and to suppress all my mental aspirations.
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Q.--Does thy religion forbid thee to taste of certain articles
of food?

A.--It forbids me to touch game, poultry, and meat unless
they are of fourth-rate quality, and it forbids me to taste at
all the better qualities of fish, wine or milk.

Q.-What food does it allow thee?
A.--Bread, potatoes, beans, herrings, the refuse of the

slaughter-houses; 'and also charity soup. To the end tbat I
may stimulate my exhausted strength, it also allows me adul
terated tea, beer, and similar liquors.

Q.-What duties does thy religion lay upon thee with re
gard to thyself ?

A.-To retrench my expenses-to live in narrow and
spare rooms-to wear torn, tattered, and patched-up gar
ments, until they actually fall off my body in shreds-to go
about out at toes and heels and without stockings, exposed
to the wet and the mud of the streets and roads.

Q.--What duties does thy religion lay upon thee with re
gard to thy family?

A.-To deny my wife and daughters all ornaments of ele
gance and good taste; to cause them to be dressed in rude
materials and with barely enough to escape being hauled up
by the police for indecent exposure. To teach them not to
shiver in winter in calicoes, and not to smother in the sum
mer in close or top-floor rooms, under iron roofs, heated
with the heat of dog days. To inculcate in my little ones,
from their tenderest years, the sacred principle of toil, to the
end that they may be able to earn their living from early
childhood, and not become a burden upon society; to teach
them to go to bed without a light and supperless; and to ac
custom them to the misery that is their lot in life.

Q.--What duties does thy religion lay upon thee with re
gard to society?

A.--To increase the national wealth--first through my
toil, and next through my savings as soon as I can make any.

Q.-What does thy religion order thee to do with thy
savings?

A.-To entrust them to the banks and such-other - institu-
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tions, that have been established by philanthropic financiers;
tohe end thatthey may loan them out to themselves. We are
commanded to place our earnings at all times at the disposal
of our masters. .

Q.--Does thy religion allow thee to touch thy savings?
A.-As rarely as possible; but it recommends to us not to

insist too strongly upon receiving our funds back; we are
toldwe should patiently submit to our fate if the philan
thropic financiers an~ unable to meet our demands; and in
form us that our savings have been "reconstructed."

Q.--vVho is thy God?
A.--CAPITAL.
Q.--Is thy God omnipotent?
A.-Yes. His grace can grant any and all enjoyments.

When he turns His countenance from a person, a family, a
country, they are smitten with misery. The power of the
God CAPITAL increases with the increase of His bulk. Daily
does He conquer new countries; daily does He enlarge the
swarms of His vassals, who devote their lives to the mission
of increasing'H is power.

Q.-Who are the chosen ones of thy God?
A.-The manufacturers, merchants. landlords and bankers.
Q.-How does thy God reward thee?
A.-By furnishing work to rue, my wife, and my children,

down to the youngest.
Q.-Is that thy only reward?
A.-No. Our God allows us to help still our .h u nger , by

looking through the large pier glass windows of stylish res
taurants, devour with our eyes the delightful roasts and del
icacies that we have never tasted and never will taste, be
cause these viands are only for the nourishment of the
chosen ones and their high priests. Out of his kindness are
we also allowed to warm our limbs, numb with cold, by
affording us occasional opportunities to admire the soft furs
and the thick-spun woolen cloths exhibited in large stores
and intended for the comfort of the chosen ones and their
high priestsonly. He also grantsus the exquisite joy of
regaling our eyes on streets and public resorts, with the
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sight of the sacred 'cro wds of Capitalists , and Landlords, to
admire their sleekness' and roundness, together with their
gorgeously-decked:lackeys 'an d footmen as they drive by in
brilliant equipages.

Q.-Are the chosen ones of the same race as thyself?
A.-The manufacturers andIandlords are kneaded out of

the same clay as myself, but they have been chosen out of
thousands and millions.

Q.-What have they done to deserve this elevation? '
A.-Nothing. Our God manifests His omnipotence by,

bestowing His favors upon those who have not earned them.
Q.-Then is thy God unjust?
A.-CAPITAL is the incarnation of Justice, only His justice

passeth our understauding. CAPITAL is omnipotent. Were
He compelled to bestow His grace upon those who earned it,
He would be weakened, because then His power would have
Iimits. Consequently, He can show His power in no
stronger way than by picking his favorites from among pick-
pockets, idlers and embezzlers. " '

Q. - -How does thy God punish thee? •
A.-By sentencing me to idleness. From that moment I

am excommunicated: I then know not where to find food or
where to lay myself down-s-from that moment I and mine
must perish with hunger and want.

Q.- - What are the sins that call this punishment upon thy
head?

A ....:...- N one . ' CAPITAL throws me out of work whenever it
pleases Him.
. Q.-What prayers does thy religion commend to thee?

A.---I pray not with words. My prayer is Labor. The
bare utterance of any other prayer would interfere with,
my actual prayer--LABoR. T'h is is the only prayer that
profits.because it is the only one that pleases CAPITAL and that
produces dividends, rents and interest

Q.-Where do you pray?
A.---Everywhere---in the field and in the workshop---in

mills and mines and woolsheds---ashore and at se s.
To the end that our prayer be granted , we are in duty



bound to lay our freedom, our dignity, our will, at the feet
of CAPITAL.

At the ring of the bell, at the whistling of the machine,
we must hasten to congregate; and, o r ce engaged in prayer,
set our arms and legs, hands and feet, in motion like auto
mata---we must grunt and sweat---we must strain our mus
cles and exhaust our nerves.

At our prayer meetings we must submit with humble mien
and patiently to the i ll-tem per and insults of the boss and
his foreman: they are always right.

We must never make a complaint if the boss lowers our
wages and raises our hours of work; everything he does is
right, and is doue for our best.

We m ust consider it an honor if the boss takes undue
liberties with our wives and daughters.

Rather than ever to allow a complaint to escape our lips--
rather than ever to allow..our blood to boil-s-rather than ever
to think 'of striking, we should submit to all trials, swallow
our bread moistened with our spittle only; and drink dirty
water to wash that down. Should we be impertinent enough
to dare find fault with such treatment,then would our masters
sconrge us with the prisons and penitentiaries, sharp cutting
sabres, repeating rifles, cannon, policemerr's clubs, and even
the gallows. They would clap us behind the bars if we were
to do aught that is contrary to the decrees of the laws which
they have enacted and promulgated.

Q.---Do you expect any reward after death?
A.---A very great one. After I am dead CAPITAL allows

me to lie down and rest; 1 am then free from hunger and
cold, and from the fear of want for evermore. I then enj oy
the eternal peace of the GRAVE.

o 0 0 0 0
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A LITANY.
FOR THE USE OF THE RESPECTABLE CLASSES.

EDITED By EDWARD CARPENTER.

o God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy upon us miserable
sinners.

Rernernber not, Lord, our offences; nor the offences of our
forefathers, neither take thou vengeance of our sins. Spare
us, good Lord; spare us whom thou hast brought into honor
and good position through the precious blood of the toiling
masses, and be not angry with us forever.

Spare us, GoodLord.
From all evil and mischief, from the crafts and assaults of

the thief and burglar, from poverty, and the everlasting
damnation of the workhouse.

Good Lord, deliuer us.
From bad trade and bogus dividends, from shady and un

profitable investments, from all unsuccessful speculation and
losses, whether on the turf or in the City.

Good Lord, deliuer us.
From all loss of our position in society, and taint of vul

garity in our mannersor connections, from poor relations,
and from being mistaken for the butler or the lady's maid in
our own houses.

Good Lord, deliuer us.
From manual labour and the necessity of working for a

living, from gout and apoplexy, from old age and a time when
we may not be able to enj oy the pleasures of the world, the
flesh and the devil.

Good Lord, deliuer us.
From lightning and tempest, from plague, pestilence, and

famine, from battle and murder, and from sudden death.
Good Lord, deliver us.
From all sedition, privy conspiracy and rebellion, from all

false doctrines of Socialists, Anarchists, and Land National.
izers, and from the terror oLbombs anddynamite.

Good Lord, deliver us.
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By the mystery of our spotless cuffs and collars, and of our
dresses which are never behind the fashion: by our holy
Nativity, and decent from the very best families.

Good Lora, deliver us.
By the select circles in which we move, and the halo which

surrounds us in consequence, by our valets and coachmen,.
and blameless houses and equipages.

Good Lord, deliver us.

By our punctuality in returning morni ng calls, and our
patience in enduring the persecution of notorious bores for
Thy sake.

Good Lord, deliver us,

In all time of our tribulation, in the time of the loss of our
wealth, in that hour of death and in that day of judgment.

Good Lord, deliver us .

. We sinners do beseech thee to hear us, 0 Lord God, and
that it may please Thee to rule and govern Thy Holy Church
of Respectability in the right way. .

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.

That it may please Thee to illuminate all Bishops, Priests,
and Deacons, with true knowledge and understanding of Thy
Word, (hat they may show to the people that our way of
living is the right way, and may teach them to be content
with theirs,

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.

That it may please Thee to endow the Lord and the Com
mons, and all the Squirearchy with wisdom to make laws
which shall confirm and establish the present blessed order
of society.

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.

That it may please Thee to exalt and lift up all philan
thropists and charitable persons, and such as give to the poor
with their right hands what they have taken from them with
their left.
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We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to ,bless and keep the Magistrates;'

giving them grace to pass swinging sentences on poachers and
all other disturbers of our quiet and secure possession of the
good things of the earth. .

We beseech Thee to hear 1..I,S, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to multiply exceedingly all police

men.constables, and detectives, that they may guard and pro:
teet our money bags, and sanctify Thy Holy Church from
the assaul ts ofwicked men,

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to give all Thy people increase of

grace to hear meekly our words, and to receive them witli
pure affection, and to bring forth the fruits of their toil for
our profit, .

We beseech Thee to hear .us, .Good Lord. '
That it may please Thee to bring into the way of truth all

such as have been deceived by "demagogues." and "unscru
pulous agitators," and have been led into joining trade
unions and other evil associations.

We beseeoh. Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to strengthen such workmen as do

stand aloof from their fellows, and to comfort and help all
blacklegs and knobsticks, and to raise up dissensions in the
ranks of our opponents, and -finally to beat down all Social":
ists under our feet.

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to succor, help and comfort all

who toil amid danger, necessity, and privation for our ben
fit-as that will spare us the necessity of doing so.

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
That it may please Thee to preserve all that travail by land

and water, all poor laborers, tramps, prostitutes, castaways,
and cripples in the race for ' wealth--as we really have not
time to attend to them ourselves.

lYf. beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord. ,
That it rnay please Thee to defend and provide for the

fatherless children and widows, and all the oppressed and
desolate persons out of whom we have made our fortunes.

Wf. beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.
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That it may please Thee to forgive our enemies and slan
derers, who say that we are the cause of the sufferings and
misery of the poor, and to turn their hearts , and we beseech
Thee to have mercy upon all men, and to give peace and
quietness in our days, and to let everything go on S11100thly
and pleasantly in the future, as it has done in the past,to the
great comfort of Thy servants, and The honor and glory of
Thy Holy Name.

We beseech Thee to hear us, Good Lord.

'I'he Oapitalist's Ten Oomman drnente.

1.

I am Capital, thy Mastel', that brouzh t thee out of the Land of Lib
erty into a State of Slavery. Thou shalt not become thine own Master
nor have any other Master but me.

II.
Thon shalt not create any wealth, nor any likeness of any wealth

that is in Heaven above, or that is in Earth beneath, or that is in
the waters under the Earth, unless I can make a profit out of it. Thou
shalt bow thyseli down under my oppression and serve me, for L, Capi
tal, am a jealous Master and visit the poverty of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generations of those that create
wealth for me, and show mercy unto the thousands of sycophants that
love me and help me to share the spoils of Labor,

III.

Thou shalt not produce wealth for thyself, for I, Capital, will not
hold him guiltless that attempts to do so in vain.

IV.
Keep the Labor Days, and sanctify them; as I, Capital, have com

manded thee, lest I throw thee out of employment, Four-and-a-days
thou shalt work for me, and one-and-a-half for thyself. But the seventh
day is a rest day fur Labor to recoup his strength. In it ·t hou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy wife,
unless they be menial servants or minister to my comforts. AnG
remembel' that thou art ill.y slave, thereiore do not at tempt to enjoy
.t hyself lest thou over-exert thyself and be unable to produce a profit
for me next week.



14

V.
Honor Landlordism and Usury, my co-partners, as I, Capital, have

commanded thee, that thy days may be short in the Land in which
thou art born.

Vr.
Thou shalt commit murder Ior my sake only.

VII.
Thou shalt give thy daughters in prostitution and thy wife iu adul

tery to me.
VIII.

Thou shalt not steal, that being the right divine of Capital.
IX. .

Thou shalt bear false witness against thy neighbor-if he be a
Socialist.

x.
Thou shalt not desire the full produce of thy labour, neither shalt

thou covet the Land of thy birth, nor the stored-up wealth of past gen
erations, nor the idleness, luxury, and privileges of the wealthy, nor
anything that is in possession of the capitalist.

(With apologies to .Moses.) 'V. 'YILLIS HARRIS.

Oonfession of Faith,
I believe in CAPITAL, the rul er of body and mind.
I believe in PROFIT, Hi s Right- hand Bower and in CRimIT, His

left h nd Bower, both of which proceed from and are oria with Him .
I believe in GOJ~D and SILVER, which melted in the crucib le, cut up

into bullion, and stamped in the mint, make thei r appearance in the
world as coin, but, after having rolled over the earth, and being found
too heavy, descends into the vaults (If the BANKS, and re-ascends in the
shape of PAPER MONEY.

I believe in DIVIDENDS, in 5 per cents, 4 per cents and 3 per cents,
and also in smaller per cents, that are shaved from notes.

I believe in NATIONAL DEBTS, which secure CAPITAl, against the
risk Iii of trade, industry and the fluctnations of the money market:

I believe in PRIVATE PROPERTY, the fruit of the labor of others; and I
also believe in its existence from and for all time.

[ believe in the ne cessity of MISERy-the furnisher of wage slaves,
and the mother of surplus lahar.

1 believe in the eternity of the WAGE SYSTE~[, which setteth the
workingman free from all the cares of hol .li ng property,

I believe in the EXTENSION of the hours of work, and in the REDGC
'I'JON of wages: and I also believe in the adulteration of ~oods.

I believe in thc holy dogma: "Ruy CHEAP, SET,L DEAR." and thereby
in the fundamental principles of our sacrosanct Church, as revealed by
professional Polttical Economy. Amen!
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"Gi \le US this Day our Dallv Bread."

"Give us this day onr daily bread !"
Father, onr father starves with us;
By whom, dear God, shall we be fed?

What boots it that we pray Thee thus :
"Give us this day our daily bread?"
What serve Thy harvests bounteous?

"Give us this day our daily bread!"
The poor men sow, the rich men reap;
Whose earth, dear God, is this we tread?

Ah! Not for us who pray and weep,
"Give us this day our daily bread!"
Doth earth its Golden harvests reap.

"Give us this day our daily bread 1"
We, living clay of lifeless earth,
Yearn to be bosomed with its dead.

No springtime ours of happy birth
(" Give us this day our daily bread In)

But win tel' of perpetual dearth.

"Give us this day our daily bread!"
From greed of man Thy children save,
Who hunger at a table spread.

Thou wilt not grant the boon we crave:
"Give us this day our daily bread!"
Earth, give thy starving brood a grave

J. LINGHAl\I.
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INVOOATION I

Hail unto Thee, oh MisERY; Thou art full of grace. Thou dost oppress
and bend the workingman: Thou dost torture his entrails with perpet
ual hunger, and Thou dost condemn hi m to sell his life and his freedom
for a piece of bread. Thou dost break the spirit of rebellion, and Thou
dost consecrate the proletarian, his wife and his children to lund labor
for life in the capitalist penitentiaries, called factories,mills and mines.
Hail unto Thee, blessed MISERY!

The Latest Decalogu e.

Thou shalt have one God only; who
Would be at the expense of two ?

No graven images may be
Worshipped, except the currency.

Swear not at all; for, for thy curse
Thine enemy is none the worse.

At church on Sunday to attend
Will serve to keep the world thy friend.

Honor thy parents-that is. all
From whom advan cement 'may befall.

Thou shalt not kill: but needst not strive
Officiously to keep alive.

Do not adultery commit
Advantage rarely comes of it.

Thou shalt not steal: an empty feat
When its so lucrative to cheat.

Bear not false witness; let the lie
Have time on its own wings to fly.

Thou shalt not covet; but tradition .
Approves all Iorms of competition.

A. H. CLOUGH.


	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16

