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Chinese p eople and to the invaded nations. But now, with,
Hitler's war aga ins t the Soviet Union, the whole situation is·
basically altered . This signifies a definite attempt of Hitler to
fas te n fascism upon the wor ld .rIt is not only that the li fe of the
first socialist country is a t stake-the d emocracy and national
inde penden ce of eve ry p eople are jeopardized , not the least
th a t of the United Stat es. A defeat of the Sov ie t Union, the
greatest bulwark of world progress and freedom, would mean.
a fascist Europe and an enormous strengthening of reaction
throughout the world. On the other hand, a victory of the
Soviet Union-and this is surely going to take place-would
mean a tremendous upsurge and strengthening of democracy
in all countries.

Our Party, therefore, throws its full support in defense of
the Soviet Union in its struggle against Hitler. Our crucial
task is to develop all possible aid-moral, economic, military-«
for the Soviet Union, to insure the annihilation of Hitler and
his Nazi barbarism. This m eans, besides developing every
direct American sup port, that we must also help Great Britain
and those other nations that are battling against Hitler. Who
eve r fights Hitler h elps the U.S.S .R., helps to defend American
d emocracy, helps to guard world fre edom and civilization.

Our Party's central d emand is that the United States Gov
ernmen t give all aid to the Soviet and British peoples n ow
fighting agains t Hitler. W·e work for the formation of an inter
national fr on t of the p eoples and governments of Great
Britain, the United States and the Sovie t Union-a mighty
combination that should adopt all measures necessary to
militarily destroy Hitler, to sm ash the Nazi machine and to
drive fa scism from the face of the globe.

The great might of America must be thrown against Hitler.
The Roosevelt Government should be called upon by the
people to make good its promise of "all possible aid" to the
U. S.S.R . The provisions of the L end-Lease law must be ex
te nd ed to the Soviet Union; aid to Britain must be increased ;
h elp to the Chinese p eople must be intensified; the United
States Government must adopt a resolute line against the
Hitler tyranny.

The Communist Party will support every measure of the
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United States Government that is directed against Hitler and
.H itlerism . At the same time we will reserve our Party's right
-of criticism. Certainly we will not support American capital
i sm 's attempt to throw the burden of the costs of the war upon
th e toiling mas ses of our people, to set up a military dictator
sh ip in this country, or to dominate Latin America. On the
.con trary, we will continue to oppose all such reactionary
.policies.

While sup por ting the R oosevelt Administration in all blows
that it may d eliver against Hitler, we do not forget the impe
r iali st character of the government nor its imperialist aims in
this war . W e do not for get that the reason the great capitalist

:p'owers started this war was to redivide the world among
themselves to th e profit of the great monopolists. Nor do we
forget that th ey would gladly use the U.S.S.R. to pull their
chestnuts out of the fire for them if they could. Therefore, we

'm ust be on guard against all reactionary maneuvers and poli-
cies, by our government in it s fight against Hitler. Only an
aroused and militant labor movement, backbone of a great
P eople's Front, can assu re a determined anti-Hitler policy by
-ou r cou n tr y.

W e must work to make our gover nmen t' s policy a program
of democratic str uggle against Hitler and Hitlerism. The

:preservation and improvement of the people's living standards
and democracy in this country are essential conditions for a

'successfu l fight against Hitlerism abroad. To this end our
Party will su pport resolutely the workers' struggles for better

'wages, for th e right to str ike, for the organization of the un
organized, against excessive taxation, against profiteering
'monopolists, for th e rights of the Negro people, against the
persecution of th e Communist Party-in short, our Party will
fight to improve th e economic standards and civil liberties of
th e people, as agains t those ruthless capitalist interests who

'would establish .their own brand of Hitlerism in this country .
Our Party will also demand th e fullest economic, political and

<cu ltural rights and national independence of the Latin Ameri
can peoples and against all attempts at Yankee domination.

Fo r a successfu l struggle against Hitler abroad and against
-reaction in this country, it is indispensable that the trade
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unions come forward and pl ay to the full their role as the
protectors of the interests of the great masses of the American
people. The trade unions h ave grown out of their swaddling
clothes. During the past few years they have leaped up from a
movement of some 3 ,000,000 members, mos tly skilled worker s
in the lighter industries, to a gigantic and rapidly growing
force of ove r 10,000,000 workers, en trenched in all the great
basic industries. The trad e unions, esp ecially the C.I.O., h ave
be come the backbone of Ameri can democracy. T hey shoul d
now function militantly as the leaders of the n ation, as the
foundation of a great anti-fascist People's Front, to include
workers, fanners, small middle class, Negroes, youth, e tc. They
can steer the American people upon a progressive course in
these perilous days. History imperatively th rusts this great ta sk
upon the unions. Unless organized labor now marches mili
tantly against Hitler the whole chance of victory over fascism
is dangerously jeopardized. The fight for a just and lasting
peace will be vastly weakened . Without the trade unions be 
coming active, there can be no safeguard against the sure
attempts of the imperialists to sell the U.S .S.R. and other
peoples down the river and to organize a new Munich a t th e
expense of world d emocra cy.

In the great problem of mobilizing the gigantic strength of
the American people for militant struggle against Hitler the
principal ta sk confronting us is to sh ow the m asses how th eir
most basic in teres ts are at stake in this war. The defense of
socialism and the first Socialist Republic is of stupendous im
portance to the whole worl d , and this fact must be made clear
to the American people; but our main approach has to be to
conv ince these masses th at their own most immediat e interests
are directly threatened. We must teach them that Hitler's
attack upon the Soviet Union imperils the living standards of
the working class, the farmers, the middle classes of the U n ited
Sta tes; that it is a dire threa t to their hard-won liberties, and
that i ts success would present the even tu ali ty of a desperate
war against Hitler in this hemisphere. The Hitler war against
the U .S.S.R. is thus both a bread and butter question for the
American people and a menace to all their liberties. So we
must present it to them, not merely, or chiefly, as a fight to
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defend the first socialist country. The way ' to defend America
is by helping the U.S.S.R. smash Hitler. The only path to
world peace ill through the military destruction of fascism.

The greatest danger the masses confront in developing a
great People's Front against fascism are the appeasers of Hitler,
the Municheers. We know all too well the havoc created in th e
past by thes e elements, whose basic assumption is that th e
real danger is not Hitler, but the Soviet Union. This is th e
line of the most reactionary circles of imperialism, the policy
of the notorious tory Chamberlain and Social-Democrat Blum,
that built up Hitler, that defeated Republican Spain, tha t
helps the Japanese imperialist enemy of the Chinese people,
and that prevented the formation of the great international
peace front proposed by the Soviet Union. It is the policy re
sponsible for the present war and for the present world threat
of fascism. Today this appeasement tendency, Munichism, is
virulent and dangerous in our country, and it appears in many
and devious forms.

At present the most decisive sections of the British an d
American capitalist classes favor some degree of aid to th e
U.S.S.R. against Hitler. This is reflected in the policies of th e
Churchill and Roosevelt Governments. It may be added, how
ever, that the pressure of the masses is also a great factor in
bringing about these governments' declarations that they will
help the Soviet Union. But we must understand clearly tha t
the many reactionary capitalist politicians and newspapers wh o
are now talking about helping the U.S.S.R. are not real friends
of that country. For years they have plotted and schemed to
destroy the first land of socialism, and if they are now of a
mind to work with it against Hitler it is only because, after a
20 months' war in which they have suffered one defeat aft er
another at the hands of Hitler, they are eager to get any help
possible against their dangerous capitalist rival, German impe
rialism. We may be sure, too, that these same elements, if they
see an opportunity, will not hesitate to betray the Soviet Union
into the hands of the Hitlerite enemy. Especially will they aim
to do this when the Red Army begins to wear down Hitler's
army and starts marching on to victory. The Munich tendency
is strong among such elements and we must be vigilantly on
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o ur guard against it. Already many of these people are cooling
off in their former eager demands for war against Germany;
o th ers are saying that aid can be sent only to Great Britain,
and many want to rest on their oars altogether and let the Red
Army do the fighting for them.

But the most conscious and outspoken Municheers and
appeasers are those who operate around . the America First
Committee. These, the Hoovers, Lindberghs, Coughlins,
Hearsts, Wheelers and Norman Thomases, are the open spokes
men of the most reactionary sections of the capitalist class .
They are the unblushing friends of Hitler, the uncompromis
ing enemies of the Soviet Union. By denying aid to the
U .S.S.R . and sabotaging aid to Great Britain they strive to give
the victory to Hitler. Their ultimate aim is the same as Hitler's
-a general capitalist war against the U.S.S.R. This group flies
th e flag of isolationism and tries to prostitute to Hitler's cause
th e peace sentiments of the American masses. .

Munichism and the appeasement of Hitler also find support
in Social-Democratic ranks. Not only as in the case of Norman
Thomas, who consorts openly with the most notorious fascists
in this country, but also, as in the case of such people as Mr.
Waldman, who, while pretending to favor giving aid to the
Soviet Union, at the same time makes phony democratic de
mands upon that country as a condition for American aid.
W ald m an's line, which is the same as that of the political fossil,
Kerensky , would make all aid to the U.S.S.R. impossible, and
i t helps the appeasers of Hitler to poison. the people's mind
against the U.S.S.R.

All these open and concealed appeasers of Hitler and Hitler
ism must be exposed and defeated. To do this is the main task
before everyone who would aid the U.S.S .R. and Great Britain
in their fight to destroy Hitler. The American people must
become convinced that their most basic economic and political
interest s can be conserved only by a joint struggle with the
Sov iet an d British peoples against Nazi fascism. Only to the
ex tent that the people understand this profoundly correct fact
ca n we d efeat the Municheers and really unite the masses for
active struggle against Hitler.

At the same time as we ceaselessly point out the basic in-
S



terest of the war against Hitlerism to the American people we
must also take up an active explanation of the role and nature
of the Soviet Union, so as to help combat the anti-Soviet
slanders of the appeasers and Municheers. We must show the
consistent and resolute fight of the U.S.S.R. for peace before
the outbreak of the war, demonstrate the significance of the
Soviet-German non-aggression pact, explain the Soviet's neu
trality policy during the war, and analyze the meaning of the
U.S.S.R.'s present fight in defense of its national independence
and world freedom. We must also explain to the workers the
tremendous socialist achievements of the Soviet Union-that
country's profound democratic character and the improve
ments it has brought about in the life of its people. Here we
have at our hand a splendid instrument in the Dean of Can
terbury's book, The Soviet Power, which should be circu
lated in huge quantities to counteract the lies of the
anti-Soviet elements. As never before the American masses, see
ing the Soviet Union battling resolutely against their arch
enemy, Hitler, are turning a sympathetic eye and ear to that
country. All of you from the field will testify that there is now
a huge and unprecedented mass sentiment in the United States
in favor of an active collaboration among the American,
British and Soviet peoples against Hitler. It is our great job
to help organize as speedily as possible these new friends of
the Soviet Union.

In the Manifesto that will be presented to this meeting of
the National Committee of our Party there are contained the
necessary slogans and program of action to enable our Party
to play its part in organizing the American people for struggle
against Hitler fascism. I shall not go into this program in d e
tail. The Manifesto must be circulated in millions of copies
among the workers. Here my job is rather to present the main
political line of our Party in the present new world situation.
This line will De further concretized and applied to our vari
ous field s of work in the several sub-reports and in the discus
sion which will follow my report.

May I, however, make a few general observations? One thing
our Party must be especially conscious of is the need to trans
la te its political line into life as speedily and thoroughly as
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possible. If we are to help build up a great People's Front to
mobilize the American nation for militant struggle against
Hitler, we must bring our Party into action more quickly and
thoroughly than ever before. Too often in Party Plenums we
have spent our time hammering out the political line and have
paid too little attention to the practical ways of putting this
line into effect. Such a mistake we must not make this time.
Here we must follow the great example of Lenin and Stalin.
These brilliant leaders not only analyzed the situation con
fronting the people at a given time and formulated practical
policies, but they were also masters of the ability to organize
the Party to put its political decisions into effect.

Our discussion, therefore, should bear in mind the practical
tasks that confront us. And let us remember that speed is of
the essence. Our Party must work rapidly, as never before.
Even as we sit here great battles are being fought upon the
western borders of the U.S.S.R. Events will not wait for us.
We must act promptly and decisively in putting our policy
into effect.

Another matter I would like to suggest to the Plenum. This
is that our reports and discussions turn chiefly upon the new
situation confronting us. Our Party experiences during the
struggle of the past months are vital and important and they
should not be neglected. But our main task here at this
Plenum is to look carefully at the present situation and to
consider the radical changes it requires in our work in the
trade unions, the farmers' organizations, the youth movement,
among the Negro people, during the coming local election
and in every field of Party work. Consequently all our slogans
and all our methods of work must be re-examined here at this
Plenum in the light of the present world situation, and we
must go out from this Plenum with a program of action clearly
in mind. Only if we do this can our Party make the necessary
political turn and avoid disastrous sectarian erro rs of various
kinds.

I am not now going to deal with our Party's various cam
paigns. Other comrades to follow will take care of that task.
I will mention one, however, the fight to release Comrade
Browder. All of us miss him enormously at this historic Plen-
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um. And all of us also must adm it that not enough h as been
done to secure his release. Especially has the campaign been
sluggish in the trade unions. W e h ave seen the specta cle that,
while trade union movem ents all over Latin Amer ica h ave
been mili tan tly d em anding the release of Comrade Browder,
very few of suc h organizations or their leaders have spoken out
for him in this country. This is intolerable and it indicates
ser ious inactivity by the militants in the unions. W e must
realize now that with the turn in the world situation the masses
will be increasingly d emanding the release of Browder and
th at the issue must be more systematically raised in the unions.

Just one more point before I close. That is that we must not
underestimate the st re ngth and mass influence of our Party in
the present sit uation . Alt hough our Party is small and has
been p assing th ro ugh a period of considerable persecution, it
n evertheless has broad mass contacts. The wa y the cap italist
press has grabbed for our recent Party statements proves this.
These contacts have been potentially enormously widened by
the mass indignation at Hitler's attack upon the Soviet Union.
\Ve must be acutely conscious of this broadened perspective
for Party work and for the building of our Party. Especially is
the time now opp or tu ne for extending the circulation of the
Daily and Sunday Worker.

\Ve must break sharply with the methods of work which
were adapted to the past period. Now we must proceed boldly
to d evelop the broadest united front and People' s Front ac
ti vities. W e must be prepared to work with all elements, eve n
those openly critical of our Party, who are willing to fight
against Hitler. This will require real flexibility on our pairt.
Our greatest enem y is sectar ian ism, and against this we must
be vigilantly on guard on all fronts. We must especially avoid
sh or t-cu t slogans, radical sounding appeals, in our eagerness to
d efend the Sovi et Union and to fight Hitler. We must know
how to work out practical slogans calculated to really mobilize
the masses, rather than mer ely to give forth revolutionar y
sou nds. Our manifesto lays the basis for such policies and ou r
Party membership should not only circulate it among th e
masses, but also stu dy it carefully themselves.

The day the Hitler war against the Soviet Union began our
1 1



Political Bureau promptly met and adopted a statement. This
was duly published in the Daily Worker, and you are all
acquainted with it. It was only a preliminary sta temen t and
i t d id not try to solve all problems; but it sufficed to give our
Party's line in support of the Soviet Union in its fight aga inst
Hitler. The Manifesto which will be read to you upon the
co nclus ion of m y report is a more rounded-out statement of our
Party's policy. W e ask you to endorse these two documents,
a nd we are certain that you will do so with the same wonder
fu l sp ir it of unity that characterizes our Party and the whole
world Communist movement.

Comrades, in conclusion, let me press upon you again the
ne cessi ty of our Party's extending itself to the utmost in carry
ing out the policies that we are formulating at th is Pl enum.
The fa scists, the most reactionary section of capitalism, have
dared to attack the first Socialist R epublic and thereby d e
livered a d eadly assault upon popular liberties throughout the
world . The thing we have expected for years and fough t to
prevent has finally come to pass. The main answer to th is in 
solent and barbarous attack will be made by the Soviet Red

"Army, and successfully. Hitler will shatter his forces upon the
solid rock of the unity and socialist spirit of the Soviet people.
Nor will the masses of th e American people, like those of
Great Britain and other countries, be amiss in the common
fight against the fasci st threat to world freedom, progress and
civ iliza tion . The German people, too, will play their part and
will deal the final blow to Hitlerism. But the struggl e will be
a hard one. Not all battles will be victor ious, and the ap peasers
o f Hitler will try tirelessly to sow defeatism in our people's
ra n ks. vVe may be su re, however, that no m a tt er h ow severe
the"battle, the steeled and unified Soviet people will not waver,
and neither sh ou ld we. Now, as never before, our Party must "
show its Bolshevik qualities, its political maturity. The fight
aga ins t Hitlermust be pushed to the very en d . Barbarous fas
cism must an d will be elimi nated fro m the fa ce of the earth .
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The Changed Character of the War

By ROBERT MINOR

TWO PERSPECTIVES

T H E R E are two major perspectives In the new world
si tuation :

First , there is the possibili ty of a to tal en circlement of the
Union of Soviet Socialist R epublics by imperialist states, as
attempted b y the N azis. Such an encirclement h as th us far
failed but it is still being vigorous ly promoted by tremendously
powerful forces in America and England.

Second, there is the possibility of an encirclement of Nazi
Germany b y a united front of p eoples in struggl e against Nazi
ens lavemen t. This possibility has come within r ea ch . Our pro
posed Manifesto is intended to exp res s a policy for a ttain ing
this worldwide defense of the U .S.S.R., which is at the same
time a d efense of the English people and the people of th e
United States-a defense of the liberty and independence of all
peoples. This can be attain ed. It is not yet attained .

It follows from this that the essential n ature of our present
great tas k is to develop a m ass movement within our countr y,
and help build it in other cou ntries, for such a united fron t
of struggle against fa scist enslavem ent. It would b e a very
grave mistake, r esulting in failure if-through habit of mind or
through the momentum of a p eriod that is ended-we were
to co nfuse the nature of th is p resent task or fail to think it Oll t
in its full consequences.

The soul of the Manifesto proposed for adoption by the
National Committee of the Communist Party lies in the fa ct
that it places the struggle against Nazi enslavement as a
struggle of the peoples of the world, on e struggle com m on to
th e peoples of the whole w orld.
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FOR ONE WORLDWIDE STRUGGLE

It is possible that we may not quite fully enough and cor
rectly" enough see the consequences of this appraisal and this
policy. The enemies of the people try to misrepresent the
nature of the struggle. The whole center of Hitler's appeal to
the reactionaries in all countries is in placing this struggle in
such a way as this: Oh, it is true that a war between England
and Germany is going on. But look-there is no need to con 
tinue this struggle. "Peace can be made with Germany."
"There is also a second war," a war against Bolshevism, the
really important war.

Roy Howard, publisher of the Scripps-Howard newspapers,
has such an idea as Hitler's: That this is not a single struggle
of all the people against Hitler, but that there are two wars
being fought in Europe at present. One is a war between
Hitler and England; and he pretends he is for England in that
war. But then, he says, there is another war between Hitler
and the Soviet Union, and he says, in effect, that he is for
Hitler in that war. The truth is, of course, that there is only
one war, and that the Howards are on the side of Hitler in
that one war against the peoples of the whole world. This is
also where we find Hitler's chief spokesmen in America,
Hearst, Lindbergh, Hoover, Wheeler, Nye, etc.

Now it is very important for us not to get caught in this trap,
and it is mighty easy to slip. We find that, in this short week
of seven days that shook the world, we are not yet entirely rid
of some out-dated conceptions. Some of our best instincts lead
us into the worst mistakes, We have that splendid impulse for
defense of what we know to be the most advanced achieve
ment of mankind in the struggle for progress and freedom,
the great Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; and some of us
are inclined to remain in the habit of mind of a week ago in
regard to the British Empire's role in the war.

We find comrades inclined to such ideas as this: that "the
main struggle in the world today is the struggle between the
Soviet Union and Germany," and that we should like to
"divert everything necessary to the main front." In other
words, that we want to aid the front that is in the Soviet
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Union, and let other people worry about the front in the West,
the British front. This is a form of the tendency to divide the
war in two sections, placing one section in opposition to the
other with the idea that we are "rooting" forone front as op
posed to the other front.

We can understand fully the instinct and even the logic, of
a limited sor t, behind the conception that the Soviet Union
front is the decisive front. And yet any jump to the position
of pitting one anti-Hitler front against the other front that is
fighting Hitler would be destructive to the conception that is
in the Manifesto proposed for publication by the Party.

What is our position on the war? It is very, very understand
able that our first instinct is to say our position is in defense
of the Soviet Union. Splendid. The world's most precious
possession is the international solidarity of the workers of all
lands and love of American and other workers for the socialist
republic. But if we stop there we will not be accepting the
program of this draft Manifesto. Our position is in defense
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, but it is in its de
fense in a way intended to be successful, and to include the
n ecessary defen se of the entire worldwide front. Therefore it
goes beyond the conception of defense of the U.S .S.R. alone
a nd is a defense of the liberties and independence of all na
tions fighting against Hitlerism, including the defense of the
national independence of Great Britain and of our own coun
try, which are bound up now in one and the same cause: the
d efeat of Hitler Germany.

THE DECISIVE FORCES

Our ta sk, of course, is not just "rooting" for the Red Army
to win. That is easy. Our task is to bring up active and power
fu l military strength to assure that not the whole weight of
Europe and perhaps of America is thrown against the heroic
Red Army and Red Navy, and against Great Britain, which is
fighting the common enemy. We must know and understand
that a defeat of the U.S .S.R. would inevitably mean defeat
and enslavement of Great Britain and the United States, Latin
Amer ica and the world; and that this is th e decisive fact be
fore the whole world.



Lenin once said:

"It is not sufficient to be a revolutionary and an adherent of
socialism, or communism in general. One must be able
at each particular moment to find that special link in the chain
which one must grasp with all one's might in order to hold
the whole chain, and to make lasting preparations for the
transition to the next link....".

This conception, so basic to the whole outlook of the Bol
shevik Party, was applied by Lenin in many instances. He said:

"... What was the main thing in 1917? It was emerging
from the war, which the whole of the people demanded, and
this covered everything. . . .

"What was the main thing in 1919 and 1920? Military re
sistance. The enemy was marching against us, the world
powerful Entente was strangling us...." ••

And we who learn from Lenin now ask:
What is the link in the chain of events today? Itmay be that

the decisive link is not the very first thing that comes up in
your instincts. It may be that our first thoughts are still under
the influence of the period that is now gone, the period before
the change in the character of the war. That period, just eight
days ago, seems long, long ago, in the far distant past. The
link in the chain today is an all-sided international front of
peoples for the military destruction of the Nazi state, the
common enemy of all peoples, a struggle to secure the victory
of the U.S.S.R. and Great Britain and the United States, for
the sake of the national independence and liberty of all.

Now what are the cold, hard facts, in regard to things that
can be done, the realities of struggle?

We know that there is a danger of a "Munich" being evoked
again.

The only opposite to a Munich betrayal is the military de
feat of Hitler by the active cooperation of all of the forces of
the nations menaced by Hitler.

• Lerun, Selected Wo rks , International Publishers, New Yor k, Vol. "H,
p. 347·

•• Ibid., Vol. IX, p. 362.
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CONTINUATION OF THE STRUGGLE ·

"War is the continuation of politics by other (i.e., forceful)
means" That great formulation, originated by the military
scientist Clausewitz and adopted as a correct and basic con
ception by Marx, is of especial importance now. All of world
politics has, despite all we could do, been carried into the
stage of solution by "other means," i.e., forceful, military
means. Despite us it has been spread to include all nations.

If we did not clearly and unhesitatingly work by every pos
sible means for the military destruction of the Hitler state,
our failure to do so would be in contradiction of everything
that the Communist Party stands for and has stood for un
interruptedly since it was founded in 1848.

The position we face is that there is a virtual military and
naval collaboration of Great Britain and the United States.
That is not an unimportant thing. It is a very profoundly
important thing, and yet it has in it some possibilities of de
terioration. The interests of our America require the continu
ation and development of the struggle and collaboration of
Great Britain and the United States against the German Nazi
state, and the immediate full coordination of the struggle of
the United States and Great Britain with that of the U.S.S.R.
in one united struggle for the military destruction of (he Nazi
German state.

I said a while ago that one perspective is that the U.S.S.R.
might be encircled, which is the aim of Hitler andof his very
powerful friends in America and Great Britain.

WHAT KIND OF "ENCIRCLEMENT"?

Make no mistake. When we speak of an encirclement of the
U.S.S.R. it means encirclement not by independent nations,
but by enslaved nations, having lost or being in the act of sur
rendering their own independence, giving over their own peo
ple as slave-soldiers and dissolving their whole national eco
nomic life, to go back a hundred years to a primitive existence
of sordid, hopeless decay, declining living standards and scrap
ping of modern industrial plants ' that compete with German
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plants, reverting, a la Vichy, to "agriculture," in order that
the "m aster race" of Hitler may rule and destroy the culture
of the world. The slave-state of Vichy France and the con
temptible "souteneur" government of Rumania-these are the
models of what all states must become in order to enter into
Hitler's ring for the encirclement of the socialist state, his .
"war against Jewish Bolshevism," which is really a war against
all mankind, all national freedom, all possibility of social
advance, all existence of a labor movement.

My personal opinion is that one of the most likely ways in
which the encirclement of the U.S.S.R. might be attempted is
through trying to withdraw England and America from the
fight. The method would be directly to stop the activities of
the British forces against Germany in the West, gradually re
ducing to a minimum the American shipments to England,
finding "difficulties" about shipments and so on, "difficulties"
invented by appeasers outside and inside of the Administra
tion. If we are to meet this possible method of attaining the
encirclement of the U.S .S.R., that is, by an artificially created
stalemate in the West and tapering off the fight in the West,
we must not allow ourselves to be jockeyed into a position of

r placing one part of the fight in contrast to the other part
one front as against the other front. In this way the encircle
ment of the U.S.S.R. could be attained. It is obvious that it
would mean the ruin of the United States and Great Britain,
as a similar course spelled the ruin of France.

It is obvious that the encirclement of the U.S .S.R. could be
accomplished by Hitler's powerful friends in England and
America in more ways than one. Recall that at the beginning
of the war, at the end of 1939, while the reactionaries of Eng
land and France were still hoping to turn the war of Germany
against the U.S.S.R., the tactic then employed was very much
like that. They simply allowed the Western front to quiet
down into stalemate. For six months the Chamberlain and
Daladier governments, after formal declaration of war, care
fully abstained from any real military actions. It is now known
that this half-year of stalemate was engineered by the British
and French reactionary governments in the hope that with
such a stalemate on the Rhine Hitler would undertake to turn
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Eastward to his old original plan of Mein Kampf: to make
war on the U.S.S.R. It is hardlv doubtful that these same
friends of Hitler in England and' America, who care nothing
for their own countries, would be only too glad to allow the
present British Western front to dwindle down into a stale
mate, leaving Hitler free to throw the whole weight of Europe
against the Soviet Union.

We must not fall into the trap. The British front against
Hitler is a front against Hitler, and every possible help must
be sent to the people of England. One front must not be
played against the other.

It is clear that there must be no grudging acceptance, but
a wholehearted and eager initiative on the part of all enemies
of Hitler in seizing upon all slogans which strengthen the
unity of the worldwide democratic struggle.

Any slowing down of the struggle on the Western front,
which is now mainly one of air raids of the R.A.F. against
German production centers, anything tending to permit the
Western front to degenerate into a stalemate, adds to the
strength of Hitler's attack on the Soviet Union. Therefore we
cannot allow ourselves to slip into the dangerous notion that
we are concerned with only one of these fronts, that we will
root for only the Eastern front and let Hitler's friends Knud
sen , Chrysler, Girdler and Henry Ford, take care of the
British-German front. To do so would or could result in allow
ing the isolation and finally the encirclement of the U.S.S.R.
Any trifling with the idea that, after all, some of the old
character of the past period remains-that the war of England
against Germany "remains imperialist" and need not have our
support-would result .in nothing less than defeat of our plan
for a united world-wide struggle of all peoples against German
fascism. There can be no substitute for the making of this
one single and united world-wide struggle against German
fascism. Any division of this struggle into a disunited struggle
or series of struggles, with anyone front against Hitler
neglected as of no concern to the masses, will result in the
liquidation of that front in a bargain between Hitler and
his friends.



AID TO THE SOVIET UNION

I have deliberately emphasized the aspect of the struggle
which seems to me to need the heaviest emphasis in a meeting
of the leaders of the Communist Party: The essential single
ness of the struggle, its unity on the whole world front as one
world struggle, its indivisibility as an international front of
all peoples against Nazi enslavement.

I know that a great deal has been said and is going to be
said about the particular aspect of aid from the outside coun
tries, and particularly from the tremendous production plant
of the United States, directly to the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics for the direct use of its mighty army and navy in
the titanic struggle that is now proceeding on Soviet soil. I
will only add a few words: Beyond the slightest doubt, in my
mind, the appeal for this aspect of the world-wide fight against
Hitler fascism will have an enormous response among the peo
ple of the United States and the peoples of Latin America.
Perhaps we have not even yet guessed what a tremendous flood
of popular feeling-yes, popular emotion-and political awak
ening will be evoked by a correct presentation of the
tremendous picture of the struggles of the gigantic armies of
the workers' state locked in combat with the military machine
of the Hitler autocracy which has overrun Europe, conquering
whole nations in one week to six weeks time, and soberly pro
nounced by military experts to be incapable of defeat. It would
be impossible to exaggerate the importance of securing for
this huge mechanized army of the Soviet Union a normal and
business-like access to the huge productive plant of the United
States.

We have tremendous confidence, justified one hundred
times, in the mighty Red Army of the Soviet Union. But that
confidence cannot be made an excuse for us to abstain from
winning for it the fullest support of the gigantic American
machine industries. We know that wars are made in factories
in these machine times. The three huge heavy industry systems
of the world are those of the United States, the Soviet Union
and Oermany-i-and the German machine is incredibly power
ful and totally coordinated with the plan for world conquest.
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Our duty is to arouse the entire American people to under
stand fully that the fate of this republic-the first democracy
of the modern world-is being fought out now and won or
lost mainly on the battlefields of the newest of all the democ
racies of the world-the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.

As our Manifesto says:

" ... The glorious and mighty defense by the Red Army and
the united peoples of the Soviet Union, their valiant struggle
to drive out and crush the aggressor, create the opportunity for
the people of the United States and for all peoples to unite
and assure the complete and final annihilation of Hitler and
Hi tlerism."

In this ligh~ the call for direct aid on a properly gigantic
scale for the Soviet Union from our country becomes one of
the most powerful instruments for setting in motion a mass
movement to put the huge strength of the United States fully
and effectively into the fight for its own preservation with
the other democracies of the world by the military destruction
of the Hitler butcher state.

ABOUT SLOGANS

Now we have slogans before us that came out of the period
that is gone. And every slogan that the masses are familiar _
with, and that has meant something, continues to live, or tends
to live in the minds of the masses, but with an entirely differ
ent meaning, sometimes a dangerous meaning, sometimes a
new meaning that makes the slogan good.

The slogan for a people's peace is not in keeping with the
changed situation. The nature of the improvement that has
to be made in regard to this slogan is that the military destruc
tion .of the Hitler government is the precondition for any
peace. It is clear that no people's peace is possible without
that military destruction of Hitler's forces. .

There was a slogan that we took up from the labor move
ment correctly and used considerably, I think really with
magnificent effect in its time: the slogan "Get out and stay
out of this imperialist war." What becomes of that slogan?
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The essential nature of it was that it characterized the war as
being, to a decisive degree, imperialist on both sides. This is
no longer true. For the labor movement, for all persons of
historical sense, a war of a fascist state against the socialist
state and against peoples who side by side with the socialist
state are defending their national independence and liberties
from fascist aggression, is not an imperialist war on both sides.
That slogan has ceased to be an expression of the interests of
the American people, or any people. It is no longer a slogan
in keeping with democracy at home or abroad. How can it be
used? Although once perfectly justified, it can now be of use
only to the benefit of the enemies of democracy within the
countries enslaved by, or attacked by, or soon to be attacked
by the German Nazi government. It is now transformed into
a slogan of Hitler's chief spokesmen in the United States.

We cannot just passively abandon these slogans by forgetting
that we once used them, or forgetting that when we used them
they were correct. Whenever there is the occasion in our public
work to deal with them now, we must clearly and unequivo
cally reject that slogan and all slogans of that character as no
longer applicable.

'\Ve have the slogan of all-out aid to Britain. It is obvious
that under the present conditions this slogan no longer has an
imperialistic effect, but, on the contrary, it is now .quite useful
to the cause of defeat of Hitler and security of America and
other peoples. It is possible that it may undergo some adapta
tion, but it is an acceptable slogan among others. And where
it comes to us from the masses without additions, we do not
fail to accept it.

Then there is the slogan against convoys, which used to be
an excellent slogan under the old conditions, but has now
become a deadly dangerous slogan useful only to Hitler. In
stead of opposing convoys, we recognize that the full coopera
tion of the United States Navy with the British Navy is neces
sary to the safety of our country and of England and the
whole anti-Hitler cause. We want the United States warships
to see that all shipments go through safely to England and
to put an end to the work of Hitler's submarines as quickly
as possible.
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OUR POSITION ON THIS WAR

It is possible that through the momentum of our perfectlv
correct opposition to the war in the earlier period, we might
make-I will not say a full-fledged "mistake," because our
Party is pretty well ripened by such experiences as the Spanish
war-but we might unconsciously slip back into the habit of
mind of the conditions that have 'just gone by. There could
be the unconscious assumption somewhat like this: That the
"normal" thing for us is to be "opposed to" both sides of a
war; and that when we are not opposed to, but become par
tisans of one side of a war, it is a sort of exception, a sort of
"abnormal" thing, a sort of "historical monstrosity," some
thing contrary to our principles, though we "can't help" doing
it. We know what the reactionary Parson Thomas of the
Socialist Party will say; and curiously enough we recall that
Thomas, even to this day, maintains as he did once in a debate
with me, that Marx and Engels and the Communists were
wrong in supporting the United States in the war against
slavery in 1861.

EXAMPLES OF HISTORY

Let me say, then, sharp and clear, that it has never been
the "usual" and "customary" thing for the Communist Party
to be opposed to wars in general and to every war concretely.
In fact, from the time of the birth of the Communist Party
in the midst of a series of wars throughout Europe in 1848,
the Communist Party has taken sides in practically every
single war prior to the epoch of modern imperialism, of which
the great World War of 1914-1918 (with its consequences)
was until now the outstanding feature. The workers' move
ment and the Communists took belligerent sides in accordance
with which of the combatants represented the forces that push
history forward, serving the cause of development of more
modern conditions, toward human freedom or the conditions
under which freedom could be won. In 1914 and in the decade
or so prior to 1914, when the nature of the imperialist World
War that was then developing could be determined-it was
then that the revolutionary leaders of our movement took the
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position concretely in regard to that war, the posltIon now
so well known to us, as given to us by Lenin in denouncing
both sides of the war of 1914 as imperialist and reactionary
and setting the course that was followed toward the defeat
of both sides in that imperialist war.

CHANGES IN CHARACTER OF A WAR

The imperialist character of the war of 1914 was certainly
rooted in the imperialist character of the epoch.

But it would be dangerous to believe that all wars of the
present imperialist epoch are necessarily imperialist. In 1915
the Communist leader Rosa Luxemburg made that mistake,
saying:

"In the era of this unbridled imperialism there can no
longer be any national wars. National interests serve only as
an instrument of deceit so as to give the toiling masses of the
people over to the service of their deadly enemy-imperial
ism." .. (My emphasis-R.M.)

Lenin, the consistent Marxist, quickly corrected the danger- '
ous error of Rosa Luxemburg, praising her for her courage
in putting forward "the quite correct idea that the present
war is imperialist and not national." Lenin pointed out
sharply the mistake of thinking there could not be any more
national wars. He said:

"The only argument in defense of the thesis that 'there can
be no more national wars, ' is the one that the world is divided
amongst a handful of 'great' imperialist powers, that there
fore every war, even though it be at the beginning national,
is transformed into an imperialist war, involving the interests
of one of the imperialist powers or coalitions.

."The incorrectness of this argument is obvious. Certainly
a basic postulate of the Marxian dialectic is that every aspect
of nature and society is conditional and in flux, that there is
not a single phenomenon which cannot under certain con
ditions become transformed into its opposite. A national war
may become trasformed into an imperialist war and vice versa .

• V. I. Lenin, Collect ed Works, Vol. XIX, pp. 180·81 , Russ. ed.
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An example: the wars of the Great French Revolution began
as national wars, and such they were. These wars were revo
lutionary; the defense of the Great Revolution against a coali
tion of counter-revolutionary monarchs. But when Napoleon
set up the French empire with the enslavement of a number
of long-established, powerful and vital national states of Eu
rope, then out of the national French wars came imperialist
wars, generating, in th eir turn, wars of national liberation
against th e imperi alism of Napoleon.t'v

In wars that ar e not reactionary on both sides the Commu
ni st Party and the labor movement definitely do and always
did take sides. We have already referred to the American Civil
War, in which it is well known that the Communists were
the strongest partisans of the United States in the war against
the pro-slavery rebellion. Let's look also at the Franco-Prussian
war of 1870. It is very interesting that Marx and Engels took
a position, as Engels put it, as follows:

"Germany has been driven by ... [Napoleon III] into a war
for her national existence. If [Napoleon] defeats her, Bona
partism will be strengthened for years to come and Germany
broken for years, perhaps for generations. In that case there
can be no more question of an independent German working
class movement either, the struggle to restore the national
existence will absorb everything. . . ." U

And Marx and Engels criticized the German leaders of the
working class for failing to take that position in favor of the
German side at the beginning of that war. Lenin's comments
on that historical episode are interesting. Lenin called to mind
the fact that Wilhelm Liebknecht, the German Socialist leader,
was mistaken in his refusal to support the German side of that
particular war in its earlier stage, when the character of the
war took on that of a struggle against the oppression of Ger
many by the French Emperor Napoleon III. Liebknecht was
misled by his bitter and very admirable hatred of the German
chancellor Bismarck and the government of Germany which

• Ibid., p. lSI.
.. The Correspondence of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, Interna

tional Publishers, New York, p. 295.
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oppressed labor and was in other respects reactionary. Engels
pointed out that Liebknecht rightly hated Bismarck's rule, but
was mistaken in allowing his anti-Bismarckism to become his
sole leading principle that caused him to refuse to support
the German side in the war of 1870. As Lenin expressed it:

"... The war of 1870-71 was historically progressive on Ger
many's side up to the defeat of Napoleon III, because both
he and the Tsar had long oppressed Germany, keeping it in
a state of feudal decentralization.t'"

Lenin remarked that Marx and Engels, as early as 1859, had
called for a war for German unification. Yet in the war of
1870 Marx and Engels saw that although Germany had started
out on a war of national consolidation, there was an extreme
likelihood that the war would be transformed into just the
opposite-into an imperialist type of attack on the French peo
ple. And they said so. And sure enough, it was only a few
weeks until the war did change, after the defeat of Napoleon
III, and the attack of Bismarck's German armies took place
against the French people. (It was out of this stage of the
struggle that the Paris Commune arose, and the French re
actionaries went over to the side of the German invaders
against their own country, as they were destined to do again
seven ty years laterl)

What did the Communists do when the character of that war
was changed by the new situation? Marx and Engels and the
Communists completely and frankly and fully reversed their
position, openly saying so, and took the opposite side of the
same war within a few weeks, from the side they had taken
at its beginning. And, of course, they properly did so.

Now, we must not allow anyone to conceal the fact that
strictly within the historical laws as viewed in the theory of
our sound Communist Bolshevik movement-there has come a
reversal of the character of a great world war. A war that was
in its beginning imperialist on both sides has ceased to be
two-sidedly imperialist. It has become, on the anti-Hitler side,
a people's war of national liberation and independence against

• V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, International 'Publishers, New York,
Vol. XVIII, p. 228.



the imperialism of the unprecedented butcher-regi me of Hitler.
The st rongest immediate military force of democrati c resistance
to that imperialism is the great R ed Army of the U.S.S.R. To
this resistance must be added the reserves of the democra tic
and end angered nations of the whole world.

We are taking a reversed position in regard to this wa r.
Being Communists we do not conceal this.

W e understand fully, of course, the rol e of Churchill in Eng
land and the corresponding figures in American li fe. We h ave
no childish id ea that they h ave ceased to oppose with every
means at their command the Communists in this a nd every
country. Their attitude toward the Communist Party and
toward the labor movement as a whole has not changed to
the slightest degree for the better. Our attitude toward them
likewise has not changed to the slightest degree. Our confidence
is placed in the masses of the people, and among the people
the great and powerful movement of the working class and
the workers' independent movement and trade union organ
izations constitute the best guarantee of the democratic form
of the struggle. It is upon these masses, and upon the clear
headed and resolute character of the labor movement that
the firmest reliance can be placed to insure that this struggle
will be made one united worldwide struggle for the defeat of
the German Nazi state.

It is absolutely necessary to couple the defense of the
American people's econom ic sta nd ard s and civil liberties wit h
the most effective stre ngthen ing of the country's defense against
the Nazi aggressors. There is no contradiction between the
two. As Lincoln foun d no contradiction between the highest
stepp ing up of p roduction for the d efense of the United States
and his su ppor t of the demands of labor and labor 's ri ght to
str ike, in the midst of the Ci vil War in 1863-s0 the American
people today will find no contradiction in the support of the
highest Ameri can economic standards, trade union condi tions
and civil liberties and in producing the most powerful macliine
of defense for our country.

The immense advances made in the past several years by
the trade unions and the great gains in conditions, wages and
coll ective rights will not be a source of weakness in a people's
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defense of democracy against Germany. On the contrary, they
are the most important and indispensable guarantee against
the fifth column, against the Nazi Howards and their pro
fessional union-baiting Peglers, and against the foul-smelling
"Frances" such as Lindbergh; the great democratic labor
movement is the best guarantee of the success of the people's
military cause.

But military action means also the use of machines of war
in action at the front. It means successful military training
of many millions and willing and strict acceptance of the
discipline of the armed forces, and the effective and efficient
coordination of the men with their equipment as a superb
democratic fighting force. Democratic enthusiasm in the de
termination to destroy root and branch every vestige of Naz
ism and fascism throughout the world must permeate the
entire population from the great trade unions to the newest
recruit.

The common cause is, and necessarily must be, the cause
that is dear, not merely to a single political party or a single
class, but to the vast majority of the American population. It
is the preservation of democracy through the destruction of
the Hitler butcher state.

Otherwise it would be Munich.

THE COMMUNISTS AND W AR

We do not minimize the great historic and living reality
that our Communist Party is the most implacable foe of war.

• The Communist Party is the guarantee that the working class,
the common mass of men and the peoples of oppressed coun
tries will finally succeed in banishing war forever from all
of human society, the bloody and beastly business of war as
well as oppression. The working class is that section of society
which alone can, by its ri se to political power, banish war
forever from the earth. To repeat something I said once before:
"T he struggle against war is a modern phenomenon. The
possibility of banishing war from the earth came about only
with the birth of the movement for, and the perspective of,
scien tific socialism; for, prior to that, every form of society
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of which man had knowledge had contained war within it as
a historic. necessity; and dreams of enduring peace could then
be hardly more than dreams of a heaven after death. or of
a primitive utopia almost equally unreal.

"The forces that could make possible peace between nations
were, and could be, organized only by the modern movement
of labor guided by the Marxian perspective of socialism:'

The banishing of war from the earth can be accomplished
only by tremendous political transformations in the course of
political struggle, and in those political struggles (even when
"continued by other, i.e., forceful means," that is, in the stage
of war) the working class is never passive, but always active.
Only by active participation in all political struggles .can the
working class fulfill its function of bringing about the con
ditions for the banishing of war from the earth.

The Communist Party instantly reacted to the new phe
nomenon on the morning of Sunday, June 22, with the con
ception that the attack upon the U.S.S.R. brought about a
transformation in the character of the war.

When the cataclysm was announced, we got together as
quickly as we could, and we got out a statement which I be
lieve is creditable to the Party. That statement was published
in Monday's Daily Worker Gune 23), just one short week ago
(it seems like seven years!). In that statement we took a sub

stantially correct position within even a few hours of the im
mense transformation that occurred, when not all of the facts
were even before us. Now we are advancing with a greater
maturity of thought and understanding of the facts, a develop
ment of our understanding of what our tasks are in this war.
In that statement written on June 22 we 'said of course that
the struggle of the Soviet Union was a just struggle, but we
did not carry this to its further conclusions. It is obvious that
we must go further; in that statement it was inherent that the
struggle of all other peoples against Nazi Germany in this
war is also a just struggle. And we must not for a moment
forget that this part of it must not be neglected if it is to
have the broader character of the international front of peoples
against German Nazism.

'''Te said quite naturally that the struggle of the Soviet
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Union was the cause of all advanced and progressive man
kind. W e can and must extend it to say that the struggle of
Great Britain and any people against German Nazism is the
cause of all advanced and progressive mankind, which, by the
way, is exactly the phrase that was used by our great Comrade
Stalin in his characterization of the Spanish Republican cause.

EARL BROWDER'S PLACE IS IN THE STRUGGLE

In my opinion, one of the primary needs in the struggle of
the American people against German fascism is the release of
Earl Browder.

It is one of the necessities to bring about the full, confident
belief of th e masses in the genuine anti-fascist nature of our
country's course in the struggle.

Keeping Earl Browder in prison can serve only to weaken
the resistance to Hitlerism. Such an imitation of Hitlerism
strengthens the American appeasers, who want to go still
further imitating Hitler; which tends to go further along the
road down which France was taken by Petain in the aping of
the Nazi conqueror. To free Browder would unquestionably
strengthen and give added impetus to the unity of the people.
To apply in American life the Hitler slogan of "war against
the Communists" would be an exact fulfillmen t of th e desires
of Hitler. It was his desire and his order to th e Fren ch ap
peasers to make "war against the Communists," and they did.
Hitler conducted the conquest of Spain under that slogan, and
built his fifth column in Czechoslovakia and Austria and Nor
way under that slogan, and is building his fifth column in the
United States under the slogan of "war against Communists."
The very Axis itself, formed for the purpose now clearly seen
of war against all of Europe and all of America, was built up
under the cynical name of the "an ti-Comin tern Axis," in order
to close th e eyes of those Americans who like to have their
eyes closed while they follow the path of Petain. Those who
know that Hitler is a menace to the United States can
strengthen their hands by demanding that the leader of the
Communist Party be no longer imprisoned as reprisal for his
political activities.



Furtherm ore, we are not now discu ssing the matter of d e
fense of the United States by itself alone aga ins t Germany.
We are talking abou t a huge united str uggle of the masses in
many countries now occupied by Hitler, or being a tt acked by
Hitler, or being the next on the list for attack. In everyone
of these countries, the question is being d ebated among the
m asses whether afte r all there is any basic difference in the
German govern men t as com pared to the Amer ican or British
go vernments. For instance, this is one of the things that now
creates in the L atin American countries a real danger that a
deep division of the .p op u la tion may create the possibility for
Nazi invasions wh ich would be technically impossible without
su ch a division of the popular will. We offer no military
technical judgment on the problem of invasion of N orth or
South America by Hitler; but we know that if the political
problem is solved for Hitler, he will be able to solve the
military technical problems.

Every clear-eyed worker and intellectual in L atin America
sees that Earl Browder, leader of the Communist Party of the
United States, is in prison for exactly the same reason that
the Communist leader Ernst Thaelmann is in prison in Ger
many, for the sam e reason that the Communist leader Luis
Carlos Prestes is in prison in Brazil. In each case the most
highly respected h ead of the workers' party is in prison be
cause he is the most powerf-ul leader against the imperialist
policies of the government. Everybody knows that they would
not have been put in prison if they had supported the im
perialist policies of their gover nm en ts.

BROWDER AND A M E R ICAN FOREIGN POLICY

Earl Browder is the fo remost spokesman of the foreign policy
that America has needed for its own security all these past
decisive months and immediate years. Earl Browder is in
prison because he put forward those policies. Today we look
back and review the proposals that Comrade Browder, as head
of the Communist Party, made in regard to American foreign
policy-his famous proposals in which he pointed out that
the American government was pursuing an imperialist line
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of such contradiction that it .defeated itself and deprived the
peoples of every possibility of defense against fascism and
Nazism in the western hemisphere. It was through his op
position to those reactionary policies and through his fight
against imperialism and imperialist war that he is in prison
now. The very security of our country requires the immediate
release of Earl Browder, a great leader of the masses, a true
tribune of the people. His freedom is indispensable for the
development of a united people's movement against Nazism
and the enslavement of the world. .
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