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~'\il .
''l'n Novemher 8, 1917, one day after

" the estahlishment of Soviet power
in Russia, the Council of People's
Commissars issued its decree on

, the land.
Under this law private property in land

was abolished for all time and the land was
declared state property, the property of the
people. More than 370,000,000 acres of land
formerly comprising the estates of the landed
proprietors, the monasteries and the royal
family were added to the peasants' holdings.

The Soviet Constitution declares:

"The land occupied hy collective farms
is secured to them for their use free of
charge and for an unlimited time, that is,
in perpetuity." (Article 8.)
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• .. The years passed. The Soviet Union
completed two Five-Year Plans of economic
development. In the space of ten years
(1929-1938) large-scale industry in the
U.S.S.R. increased its output by almost
400 per cent. A new array of mighty indus
trial plants, mills and factories arose
throughout the country.

The Rostov Agricultural Machinery Plant
alone produces more machines per year than
were produced by all the agricultural ma
chinery plants of tsarist Russia.

Great tractor works were built at Stalin
grad and Chelyabinsk, plants for the pro
duction of harvester combines were opened
at Saratov, Zaporozhiye and Rostov. In
machine building and tractor production the
U.S.S.R. advanced to first place in Europe
and second in the world while in output of
harvester combines it rose to first place in
the world.

Thanks to large-scale socialist industry
the Soviet Union was able to reorganize
agriculture on completely new lines. By
now, 18,800,000 peasant households, 93,5 per

6



cent of the total number, had joined col
lective farms. The Soviet government sup
plied the collective farms with h~dredsof
thousands of tractors and harvester combines,
a vast number ofmotor trucks, tractor-drawn
farm implements and other machines.

This equipment, the last word in technical
progress, is concentrated in the Machine and
Tractor Stations (M,T.S.), which have be
come the principal state enterprises in the
countryside, servicing over 250,000,000 acres
of collective farm land.

In 1930 the U.S.S.R. had 158 Machine
and Tractor Stations. By the beginning of
1939 their number had increased to 6,350,
a great network extending from the White
Sea to the Black Sea, from the Western
frontiers to the Far East. In 1938, the
Machine and Tractor Stations serving the
collective farms had 130,000 harvester com
bines, 160,000 motor trucks, 105,000 thresh
ing machines and 3,94,500 powerful tractors,
and their number is steadily increasing. In
addition there are hundreds of thousands of
other machines and mechanical appliances
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in the Machine aud Tractor Stations as well
as a large number of well-equipped repair
shops.

The Machine and Tr~ctor Stations are fin
anced by the state, and have no farms of
their own. In 1938 alone the state assigned
7,000,000,000 rubles to the Machine and
Tractor Stations. The work of each M.T .S. is
planned in conformity with the work of the
collective farms which it serves.

The stations work on the basis of a stan
dard contract with the collective farms in
their area.

Under this standard contract, which is
legally binding, the particular M.T.S. un
dertakes to do certain work of a definite
quality by a definite date in the given
collective farm. On the other hand, the col
lective farm has specific agrotechnical and
other duties to perform. It must do part of
the work, mainly of an auxiliary nature, and
provide draft animals for hauling supplies
of fuel for the tractors, and other purposes.

Through the Machine and Tractor Stations
the state plans the process of production
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Living-Quarters and Tractor Park for one of the Brigades of Drivers
Sent Out from the Protochnaya M.T.S. (near Slavyansk, Krasnodar

Territory)



and the introduction of the latest scientific
farming methods on a wide scale, thus in
suring big harvests regularly.

The work performed by the Machine and
Tractor Stations is paid for in kind by the
collective farms according to the rate fixed
for each class of work. Thus, for threshing,
the collective farm gives the M.T.S. from
4 to 6 per cent of the grain threshed by
M.T .S. threshers.

The Machine and Tractor Stations render
the entire proceeds to the state.

The Machine and Tractor Stations are well
staffed with engineers, mechanics, agronom
ists, expert bookkeepers and accountants,
land reclamation experts, hydraulic engin
eers and other trained men. Here we might
add that the Machine and Tractor Stations
are bound by contract to train a regular
contingent of the collective farmers for
skilled work.

During eleven months in 1938 the amount
of tractoring performed in the collective
farms by the Machine and Tractor Stations
came to the staggering figure of 481,150,000
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acres of conventional ploughing.* Collec
tive farm harvests have .increased corres
pondingly. In tsarist Russia the harvest of
grain crops never exceeded 80,000,000 tons,
while in 1937 the grain harvest in the
U.S.S.R. reached 111,500,000 tons.

Before the revolution the cultivation of
tea, citrus fruits, soy beans, kenaf, hemp,
sesame, and rubber plants was unknown in
the Russian" countryside. Now, with the
help of the Machine and Tractor Stations
the collective farms are making splendid
progress in the cultivation of these and
many other plants.

The concentration of machines in the
Machine and Tractor Stations and the merg
ing of the peasant farms into collective
farms controlling vast areas of land have
made it possible for machinery to be used
in agriculture to the utmost advantage.

In 1938 the average area farmed per
M.T.S. tractor was 1,015 acres.

* I.e", ploughing plus all forms of tractor work
(sowing, harvesting, etc.).
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Collective-Farmers Attending Clan at the M.T.S.



Stakhanov tractor drivers cultivate as
much as 5,000 acres with wheel tractors and
up to 12,500 acres with caterpillar tractors.

The tractors on the collective farm fields do
not. work singly, but in teams consisting of
a number of tractors with the requisite out
fit of appliances and agricultural machines.
The work of these teams is directed by
mechanics and agronomists. Skilled men
from the M.T.S. repair shops see to it that
the machines are kept in good order. The
M.T .S. tractor teams are attached to a
definite collective farm for tJie whole season
to complete all the work undertaken in the
contract.

Through the Machine and Tractor Stations
the collective farms' are also served with
harvester combines which have become
the principal harvesting machines in the
U.S.S.R. harvesting about one-half of the
total collective farm area.

In one season, harvester combine operator
Borin of the Steinhardt Machine and Tractor
Station, in the Krasnodar Territory, har
vested 4,940 acres of land under cereals, an

15



average of 185 acres a day. 2,950 tons of
grain. passed thr~ugh his hunker.

Thanks to such thorough mechanization,
farm jobs take much less time than for
merly, and. the collective farmers are 'able
to get the sowing and harvesting done
quickly without losses'-

Prokhorov and Susopatieva of the Red
October Collective Farm, Vozhgal District,
Kirov Region tell us what· a difference the
Machine .and ·Tractor- Station have made.

"In the old days the peasants had to sweat• 0." 7 _

blood for every pood of grain. We got from
300 to 375 pounds from the acre. Now we
have the Machine and. Tractor Station to
help us: In. 11/2 • h0U!s a t~actor ploughs
21/ 2 acres, and a combine h~rvester harvests
21/ 2 acres in half.an hour. The yield per acre
has increal?ed to 1,500 and 3,000 pounds."

The figures for 1937 show that collective
farm labour is ·six times more productive
than was farm.Iabor in tsarist Russia. Up-to
date mechani~atio.n is making agricultural
lahoUr·morifand~more like mdustrial labor.

The collective farms have their own
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Tractor Ploughing in a-Collective Farm



electric power stations, clubs, theaters and
moving picture houses, laboratories, schools,
nurseries, kindergartens, hospitals, athletic
fields and radio centers. Farm life is rapidly
coming up to urban standards.

Thousands of peasants' sons and daughters
are studying in universities. Last year alone
agricultural colleges gave the Machine and
Tractor Stations and collective farms 12,732
experts in agronomy, veterinary science,
scientific animal husbandry, irrigation, hy·
draulic land reclamation, mechanics and
surveying. Every year about a million per
sons take courses in mechanics.

In the village of Moskovskoye, Izobilensk
District, Orjonikidze Territory, there are
five schools, with a total attendance of
1,600 children and a teaching staff of 43.
There are six stores, a hospital, a clinic,
a drug store, a club with a library, a central
school for collective farmers from the sur
rounding districts and, of course, a Machine
and Tractor Station-the industrial center
of the new, collective farm village.

Thelnumber of professional people in
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Moskovskoye is constantly increasing. Two
local peasants have become professors, sev
en-doctors, thirty-six-teachers, twelve
agronomists, eight-engineers, and ten hold
commissions in the-army. Before the advent
of collectivization the two brothers, Michael
and Alexei Tolin worked as farm hands for
kulaks. Now Michael is a colonel in the Red
Army and Alexei is a doctor. I van Chaiko,
formerly a poor peasant, is now a
scientist and lectures at a college in
Leningrad.

Or take another village, Koltsovka, Vur
narsk District, Chuvash Autonomous Soviet
Socialist Republic. Not so long ago the
chairman of the local collectjve farm was
Korotkov. He proved to be a capable exe
cutive and was promoted to a higher post.
Now he is the People's Commissar of Agri
culture of the Chuvash Republic.

There are many villages like Moskovskoye
and Koltsovka in the U.S.S.R. Collective
farmers become People's Commissars, trac
tor drivers become academicians, milkmaids
become members of the government. Such
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Harvester Combines at the Romadanovo M.T.S.
(Mordov A.S.S.R.)



arc the opportunities open to all in the col
lective farm villages.

In the old days there was no mass training
of technical personnel for work in the
countryside, there were no schools for young
talent like the machine and tractor stations
which are now training skilled labor for
our socialist farms. New figures have appear-

,ed on the rural scene, people with semi
industrial professions formerly unheard of in
the countryside. By the most modest esti
mates the Soviet countryside has 1,500,000
tractor drivers and harvester combine oper
ators, 124,000 truck drivers, 240,000 col
lective farm chairmen, over 535,000 field
foremen and approximately 264,000 stock·
farm managers and foremen.

This vast army of skilled people is work
ing hard to increase the productivity of
farm labor. In its front ranks are the Sta
khanovites, people who know their work to
perfection, people who have introduced
new methods and efficient organization"
of work.

Take the Stakhanovites of the Kaganovich



M.T.S. in the Krasnodar Territory. At this
station, which employs 25 tractor teams,
there are 200 tractor drivers. A hundred
and forty-eight of them fulfil their assign
ments 200 per cent and over. Five of these
teams consist entirely of Stakhanovites.
Each tractor driver in these teams ploughs 18
acres with three-coulter plows to a depth of
7.9 inches. And the assignment is 8.6 acres.

The aSl!!ignment for harrowing is 98 acres
but these tractor drivers do 195.5 acres.
The assignment for scarifying is 42 acres:
they do 138.8 acres. The days' assignment
for combine-harvesting is from 19 to 22 acres.
Some of our Stakhanovite combine operators
harvest 1,730 acres of grain, in the 22 days
of the harvesting season.

Thousands of Soviet combine operators har
vest from 2,500 to 5,000 acres in one season.

The Stakhanov movement in the coun
tryside is advancing by leaps and bounds.

Millions of peasant families receive from
16 to 25 and more tons of grain a year in
their collective farms. In addition to this
mcome in kind the collective farmers re-



ceive cash. Exceptionally large moncy in
comes are received by the collective farmers
in the cotton, flax, stock-raising, sugar
beet-growing and citrus fruit districts.

Before the advent of collectivization,
Gerassimov, now a member of the Dimitrov
Collective Farm in the Narimanov Distri~t,

Stalingrad Region was a poor man. In the
collective farm he became an expert farmer,
a Stakhanovite. In 1938 his share of the
collective farm income was 14,000 rubles
plus several tons of grain, vegetables and
other produce.

In 1938 in the Khanlar District of the
Azerbaijan S.S.R. the Thaelman Collective
Farm, consisting of Germans, received
4,450,000 rubles for its produce. The family
of Robert Schmidt received 7,500 rubles
in cash antI 4,700 rubles worth of farm
produce. In 1938 this collective farm spent
778,000 rubles on building extensions and
cultural service for the collective farmers.

There are tens of thousands of collective
farms like this one in the U.S.S.R.

In 1938, with my brother Arkhip, a com-
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.hine operator like myself I harvested the
'Collective farms in- the Ilek District of the
Chkalov Region. In 41 days the two of us
together harvested 12,933 acres. Our earni~s
came to 42,315 rubles.

More and more collective farms are getting
the benefit of M.T.S. service, and increasing
their incomes beyond the million ruble
mark. In the ikolaev Region in the
Ukraine 35 collective farms have become
millionaire farms. In the Temruk District,
Krasnodar Region 20 collective farms each
receive incomes of over a million rubles.
In the Ferghana Region, Uzbek S.S.R. in
1938 the number of millionaire collective
farms rose to 320.

Under the collective farm system life in
the villages of the U.S.S.R. has become
prosperous and cultured. Socialist industry
and collectivized agriculture complement
each other, each assisting the other to
attain further progress.
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