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ILVTRODUCTIOLV

ANDRE MARTY, author of this pamphlet, is one of the
~ splendid working class leaders who arose above the dwarf
statesmen of the period of the First \Vorld War. Marty at the
beginning of the war was a you ng seam a n and mechanic from
Perpignan, France, and at the end of the war had attained the
position o f ch ief enginee r of the French d estroyer Protet,
wh ich was among the fleet of warships dispatched by the vic
torious bourgeoi s French republic to the Black Sea in the
spr ing of 1gIg. T he French warships an ch ored in the harbor
of Odessa, the m ost important Black Sea port of the Union of
Soviet Soc ia list R epublics. The naval officers of these ships
came under orders to use their guns for the purpose of aggres
sion against the you ng workers' republic. But that is not all.
They also came with thc aim of using these same French guns
aga ins t the French troops of an expeditionary force that had
been landed in the Southern Ukraine a n d Crimea for warfare
aga in st the Soviet Government. The French soldiers had r e
fused to fight the army of the workers' republic, and had made
what might be ca lled a military strike beginning in Febru
a ry, 1919.

It is ofte n sa id that a "victorious" army never becomes dis
affected and insubordinate to a reactionary government. But
the French.Yl-Ilt.lers" of 1919 learned that this rule did not
h old good where working class troops are sent to make war
against a Socialist Soviet Republic.

The movement had begun among the soldiers of the 58th
Infantry of French troops from Avignon on Jan. 30, 1919, and
had spread to two battalions of the and Mountain Artillery of
Nice. These troops had been sent into Soviet Bessarabia to
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march against the Soviet town of TiraspoI. They refused to
fight the Soviet troops. On March 7, 1919, two companies of
the French 176th Infantry had refused to advance to the Soviet
city of Kherson, and on April 5 the first Zouave regiment of
Africa and the 19th Artillery went on "strike" against the har
nessing of horses to the artillery for the attack on Odessa. One
company of ·th e 7th Engineers dismissed their officers and pre.
sented their equipment to the Soviet workers. Odessa was evac
uated by the French troops and the France of Clemenceau, the
England of Lloyd George and the United States of Woodrow
Wilson and of 25;000 new war-profit millionaires began to fear
for the rewards of the victory that "made the world safe for
democracy" the first time.

The French warships in the Black Sea mutinied in April,
1919, and in the French home ports in June.

The young French mechanic and petty officer, Marty, be
came the leader of the mass movement of the French sailors
who raised the cry:

"In France the war is ended, but here we are starting it all
over again. And against a people's republicl"

Before these events in the French armed forces, the German
sailors at Kie1 had in November, 1918, precipitated the re
bellion that overthrew the Kaiser and, added to the Russian
Revolution, had brought the first World War to an end .

Since then we have seen the "strange" event of Jnvergorden,
when the sailors of the British fleet locked up their officers and
for many days sailed under command of the enlisted men .

Meantime the French sailor who now writes this pamphlet
was completing his education in one prison after another. He
read about the labor movement and the Communist Party.
While in prison he was elected to Parliament.

Andre Marty joined the Communist Party of France; he be
came a conscious leader of the French working class.
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The author of this pamphlet did not live upon dried
laurels.

In July, 1936, the German and Italian military coup and
invasion began in Spain. The Communist Parties of all the
world called to the workers of all countries to help the Repub
lic of Spain to drive the Fascists and Nazis out.

International volunteers sprang up to defend Spain. Some
3,000 young American volunteers went to Spain to fight beside
the French volunteers and Marty, and with the German and
Italian, Polish, Canadian and British volunteers who had come
to Spain to fight for freedom. The Americans called them
selves the Abraham Lincoln Battalion in memory of the time,
in 1861, when international volunteers had been inspired by
the Communists of that time to come to America to defend
this country against the slaveowners' rebellion. Communist
leader Andre Marty was foremost among the heroic interna
tional brigades that were formed in France among anti-fascists
of all countries and crossed into Spain to fight Mussolini and
Hitler. Marty and the international volunteers were on the
barricades at Madrid with the heroic Republican Army of
Spain that stopped Hitler's and Mussolini's tanks and their
Spanish puppet-dictator Franco in November, 1936.

So Marty knows what he's writing about.
The Second World War came because Spain was defeated.

And Spain was defeated because Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Leon Blum and Daladier and Chamberlain clamped an iron
embargo on that republic while the reactionaries were allowed
to receive arms and munitions through Italy and Germany, and
even through France, to crush the heroic Republican armies.

Then came the inevitable result-the Second World War.
In the infamous Munich Treaty the British and French

governments bargained with Hitler to turn his guns against
the socialist state. Hitler took the bribe-the surrender of
Czechoslovakia into his hands-but double-crossed the bribers
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and proceeded to the eas ier conquests where, not a p owerful
and h ealthy socialist sta te of workers was to be faced, but the
rotten and corrupt bourgeoisie.

The French Communist P arty and its leader M aurice
Thorez-and M arty-these became the staunchest fighters for
the p eople of France aga in st the war of the 200 families.

Marty tells in this pamphlet abo u t the tremendous even ts
that have r esulted from the rule a nd ruin of France b y the foul
and corrupt French "20 0 families"-the rotten bourg eoisie
which deliberatel y sold France to the G erman Government of
Hitler in order that French d emocracy could be d estro yed
in order tha t the iron brutality of the Hitler machine o f vio
lence, which had become al so the ideal of the French parasi te
class, might m ake war upon the French workers a n d p easan ts
more successfull y than they, the French parasi tes, cou ld longer
hope to do it.

It is very important for Americans to read this bookle t b e
cause they will better understand Franklin D. Roosevelt w h en
they learn about Daladier and Herriot and L eon Blum (the
"Socialist" ) who foll owed in France the course of p retending
to stand for so cial legislation, d emocracy and labor, but who
remained tied to the interests o f the rotten French bourgeoisie
and therefore sold the Republic of Spain to Hitler. Like R oose
velt, they began b y framing up the Communist leaders on
"criminal" charges, then they ex tingu ish ed the social le gisla
tion and trade union rights of Frenchmen o n the h ypocritical
ex cu se of " n a t io nal d efense" at the moment they w ere helping
Hitler to esta b l ish a third front in the Spanish Pyrenees, and
to deprive the French Republic of its only great and p owerful
friend b y tearing up its treaty of mutual aid with the strongest
military force in Europe, that of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics; under cover of lying excuses the slaughte r of the
French Republic, the emasculation of its strength was b egun
in France by the destruction of democratic rights in that quar-
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ter where the attack could be most easily concealed with the
lies of the Blums and the Greens and the Norman Thomases
in the breaking down of the parliamentary immunities of the
Communist Deputies of Parliament and the turning loose of
the flood of sewage of red-baiting, the traducing and callous
lying of the huge united machine of press and radio.

Marty shows you the counterpart in France of the course
that Roosevelt took when-in the hope of confusing and break
ing the strikes in defense of their economic rights by the work
ers in the International Harvester, the Allis-Chalmers, the
Bethlehem Steel, and the Ford plants, as well as of the coal
mining fields-Roosevelt said:

"We have seen how the workers of France were betrayed by
their so-called champions, the Communists. For no matter
what Communist lips have said, their actions have proved that
in their hearts they care nothing for the real rights of free
labor."

This brutal travesty on truth is a necessary part of the trap
which is laid for the American people by the du Ponts and the
Morgans as it was laid for the French people by the Michelins,
the de Wendels. 'Vhile the de 'Vendels shipped coal through
Belgium to Germany and drove the French workers to war,
they accused the Communists of "helping the enemy."

Marty here tells you the truth about the Communist Party
in France and about its heroic leaders such as Florimonde
Bonte, member of the French Parliament who visited the
United States five years ago, about Semard, Tournemaine,
Andre Carre and others, the fighting men of the French
working class.

He will help you understand how tlie American people can
be saved from the American de Wendels, Daladiers and Blums.

ROBERT :M IN OR
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CHAPTER I

FRANCE BETRAYED!

M I L L I O N S of men, women and children are wandering
. through the rich land of France, starving while the har
vest is rotting on the stalk. They are living in hovels, while
close by stand the half-empty mansions of the rich. Hundreds
of thousands of French workers, so marvelously skilled, such
magicians in the arts and crafts, are begging for Ioodl Thou
sands of ragged soldiers, their faces and bodies bearing the
marks of their heroism , are begging their way home, only to
find unemployment and hunger awaiting them there. Forced
labor on the roads is held out to the fine youth of France as
their futurel Poverty and prostitution are spreading far and
wide. In France, meat and milk have become luxuries!

The schools are closed, but the prisons are crammed! The
factories and fields are deserted, but the hideous concentration
camps are crowded with men and women. Frightful infernosl
Two million prisoners of war working like convicts, with 100

grams of bread and a handful of rice a day as their only nour
ishmentl Already, both in the occupied zone and in the un
occupied zone, workers are "disappearing without trace." In
France, . the word Liberty is being effaced from the walls of
public buildings.

Once again death is ravaging thousands of homes, carrying
off the sons of fathers who fell in that other war, the "last."
Thousands of families are again suffering the frightful torment
of not knowing the fate of their dear ones! War has passed by
here, and death with his scythe is still reaping his harvest.
Every day he silently carries away women, children, old people
and the wounded whom abominable treachery has caused to
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be abandoned by those who should have attended to them!
T h ere he is again, hovering over the country night and day
and gathering his h arvest when tons of d ynamite drop from
the skiesl In the name of peace, the .war is still crushing and
massacr ing the people of France.

So immense is the disaster, so profound the devastation, that
it required .m an y weeks before the broad mass of the French
peop le could realize the full magnitude of the crime which has
plunged them into war and disaster without parallel in their
history.

The R eal B etrayers of France

T h e ps eudo-deputies of the last Chamber of the Third Re
public wallowed in the mud and blood, when they were driven
out b y a coup d'etat, neither glorious nor dangerous, to which
they themselves had helped to pave the way. It required
ne ith er the drums of Brumaire nor the police spies of Napo
leon the Little. All that was required was for the sinister trio,
Laval, Weygand and Marquet-the one an unscrupulous ad
ven tu rer , the other a Jesuit general, and the third a charlatan
and rascal-supported .by foreign bayonets and for insignia
the baton of an old mummy of a m arshal, for them to vo te
their own death. After.which they departed, content that their
fat parliamentary salaries were guaranteed. That was the end
of th e last parliament of the bourgeois Third Republic.

It did not die, it was not slain; it collapsed from internal
decay I And the people, discouraged, betrayed, sold and martyr
ized by their shepherds, far from weeping, only spat in their
face s in contempt.

For never has the glorious and brilliant history of the French
nation witnessed such infamous acts of treachery, perpetrated
by men more vile than the deputies of that Chamber. The men
of February 6-Chiappe, Ybarnegaray, Montigny-having suc
ceeded in returning to the Chamber, although in a small
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minority, at once began their work of corrupt ion and disinte
g ra t io n, using every instrument in their power: blackmail,
th rea ts, "persuasion." Beneath the banner of "integral nation
a l ism," they perpetrated the most heinous treachery the coun
try had ever known since Louis Caper . It was thus that, begin
ning with the fight against the forty-hour week and paid
holidays, they imposed the policy of non-intervention, and, b y
way o f 'M u n ich , they ended in the fin al treachery of June,

J94° '
The others-Daladier, Blum, Herriot-sank even lower.

T h ese felonious deputies had been elected to parliament af te r
h a ving, with h and o n h eart, accepted the charter of a mass
movement such as has been unknown in France except in the
g rea t eras of revolution!

The powerful m ovement of the Popular Front, as a result of
ster n str uggles, brought about a m arked improvement in the
co nd it io n of the working class and of the p eople generally,
and opened up eve n brighter prospects for the future. It was
then th a t the two hundred fa m ilies, terrified a t these encroach
ments on their preposterous privileges, were dominated by but
o n e aim-to break this tremendous force united around the
working class, in order to be able to continue tranquilly in
th e ir bloodthirst y parasitism. A nd, w i th the aid of their
fe ll ows outside, the y succeeded in penetrating, sh ak in g and
winning the leaderships of all the parties, the Communist ex
ce p ted.

It was then that w e witnessed one d eputy after an
o ther betraying his most so lem n pledges. Fantastic villainy!
Having promised the p eople bread, they reduced them to
starvation.

Having promised peace, the y unleashed war, after h aving
sta bb ed in the back two great nations-Spain and Czechoslo
vakia - wh om they sold to the German imperialists, and then
betraying the grea t country of the Soviets.
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Having promised liberty, they did everything in their power,
first to save from destruction the reaction of February 6 which
had been routed by the people, and then to restore it to power.
Then, by conferring one emergency power after another. they
granted complete liberty of action to their masters, the two
hundred families, who responded by allowing them to adjourn
for two yearsl-which had the additional merit of saving them
from the necessity of rendering account to the people whom
they had betrayed. Finally, they consummated their treachery
by assisting the potentates, the two hundred families, in
plunging into war this country which they had knowingly en
feebled and deliberately isolated in the world.

The catastrophe came. Seeing the rage of the people mount
ing at the sight of devastated towns and the blood, still warm,
of the youth of France, whom they had sacrificed to the golden
calf, they were possessed by only one thought-to exorcise this
menacing specter which constantly reminded them in letters
of fire of their solemn vows: Bread, Peace and Liberty. Then,
for the sake of their masters, they abased themselves to the role
of police agents and delivered over to the jailors the Commu
nist Deputies, the men who had alone remained faithful to
their election promises, and had not capitulated; they tortured
them, arrested them, and, finally, in order to be able to per
petrate their last acts of treachery unhindered, they voted to
deprive the Communists, the only genuine representatives of
the people, of their seats. This was the last "independent act"
of these pseudo-deputies; by expelling the Communists from
parliament they voted their own downfall.

They even drew the thirty pieces of silver for their crime:
for, the expulsion of the Communists having being voted,
these "honorable" Deputies, these vulgar money-changers,
cynically divided among themselves the parliamentary salaries
of the fifty-two Deputies whom they had just unseated! Then
they resumed their "business," happy to be rid of the Com-
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munists who had alone exposed the rottenness of the
bourgeois parliament, those men of political integrity who
alone can now hold their heads high in the eyes of the French
people.

The Hero ic Communist Deputies of France

The moral, political and military degradation of the finan
cial aristocracy, the masters of the country, was complete. In
their indescribable suffering and misery, the people of France
cursed the men, the parties and the Deputies who had betrayed
them and led them to disaster.

But at the same time the people saw the true, healthy, pure
and immense force which represents their interests, the real
and only force that can save the people. That force was symbol
ized by these heroes, the Communist Deputies, who had alone
remained faithful to their vow of July 14, 1935, and to their
promises of May, 1936. This group, with its stubborn resistance
111 face of all obstacles, is part of the ardent and courageous
working class of France, personified by its party, the Commu
nist Party of France, the party "of a class which is not to be
bought or sold," as one of the accused Deputies proudly
declared!

Who are these Communist Deputies of France? They are
workers by hand and brain, Deputies of a new type, living on
the wages of a skilled worker, voluntarily contributing half
their parliamentary salaries to the cause of the liberation of
the workers. They would hasten untiringly from parliament to
the p eople in order to tell them the truth that was being
hidden from them. These Communist Deputies were to be
found wherever there were strikes and demonstrations, in the
fields and in the universities, among children and among un
employed, among old people and among soldiers. They were to
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be seen everywhere, explaining, educating, organizing. Every
body could approach them and tell them of their misery and
th e way they were being exploited, and d emand their aid.

W h erever, in any part of the world, the interests of other
menaced, oppressed or enslaved peoples were in danger, in
common with the interests of the people of France, there they
hastened: New York and Saigon, Prague and ]ibuti, Beirut
and Algiers, have seen the French Communist Deputies come
to voice the true sentiments of laboring France. When, for
almost three years, the people of Spain fought heroically and
with their own blood inscribed immortal pages in the history
of mankind, the French Communist Deputies visited Spanish
terr i to ry every week, accompanying, amidst a hail of bombs,
convoys of food for the people and milk for the children. They
cou ld be seen in the very firing line, expressing in action the
solid ar ity of the working class of France. And when Franco's
blood y hordes and the foreign invaders, aided by the French
Govern men t, surrounded 20,000 men and women at Alicante
and turned on them the muzzles of machine-guns ready to spit
fire and death, it was a French Communist Deputy who offered
his breast in an attempt to protect the victims of the infamous
Bon n et.

After so many villainies and crimes of the bourgeoisie and
the French Socialist leaders, of all those who, having betrayed
the people, are still acting as lackeys of the French ruling class,
it is n ecessary and comforting to recall the honest , proud and
in corru p t ible attitude of the Communist Deputies, who re
mained faithful in the face of death to their promises and
vows, faithful to the proletarians, to the people, to France.
And no handful of wretched traitors can obliterate th e glorious
exam p le of these Communists, Deputies of a bourgeois parlia
men t, wh o were eq u ally deaf to viole nce and to bribes.

I t is the working class that has produced such men, such
true re presen ta tives of the people and defenders of the inter-
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ests of the people. I t was the Communist Party that formed
them.

That working class and that Communist Party therefore
stand forth as the young, new, healthy, bold and intrepid
forces which will make France "free, strong and happy."

The French Communist Deputies have been condemned
just as Galileo was by the Inquisition. But, like him, they con
cluded by saying:

"And still it moves!"
Yes, truth will triumph and the people will W1l1 the day!



CI-IAPTER II

THE TRAITORS JOIN HANDS

E VE R since the outbreak of the war, the French Communist
Party had said that it was not a war of the p eople, but of

High Finance. It had insistently demanded-and had alone
dem anded- th a t .peace be concluded; and p eace was still pos
si b le. It was for this the Communist Party was outlawed by
gover n men t decree. It was a natural development of the in
fa m ous cam p a ig n against our Party, whose gl orious paper,
lHum an ite , had been suppressed since Aug. 25, 19.10, and its
mil itants arrested by the hundred.

Execution Be/moe Senten ce

All the parties and all the politicians, without exception,
vied with each other in their anti-Communism. But two
gro u p s distinguished themselves particularly: the Executive
Co m m ittee s of the Socialist Federation of the Seine and of the
You ng Socialist League of the Seine, which were under the
co n trol of Paul Faure, General Secretary of the Socialist Party.
H e, R ene Brunet and Arnold were proved at the time of
M u n ich to have close connections with Bonnet and his gang.
T h is was the same gang of Murrich Socialist Deputies who
we re later, on July '12, 1940, at Vichy, to approve the
cou p d' etat of Petain, Laval and Weygand. It was, in fact, the
Socia l ist Federation of the Seine which, on the eve of the sup
pressio n of l'Humanite, was the first to level the charge of
treaso n against the Communist Party and which was the initi
ator o f this preliminary measure of the war-the banning of
the largest political paper in France!
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For its part, Le Populaire, the central organ of the Socialist
Party, through the pen of Leon Blum, carried on an anti
Communist and anti-Soviet campaign which daily surpassed
itself in calumny and Jesuitism. The Paul Faure and Blum
trends vied with each other in ignominy, and went so far as
to demand the death penalty for the Communist leaders!

In the trade unions, a similar campaign was carried on
under the direction of Rene Belin and Dumoulin, members of
the Socialist Party. Belin, today Minister of Production and
Corporations, also had close ties with Bonnet and his clique.
This was the Belin who, with the support of Jouhaux, caused
the arrest of Communist-or just honest-trade union leaders,
and who, with the aid of the police, seized possession of the
trade unions and of their property on the pretext of "d efen d
ing the independence of trade unionism!"

The second group to lead the campaign was that of the gang
of February 6, headed by Chiappe-the Chiappe who is today
"governor" of Paris surrendered to the invader, and approved
as such by the German authoritiesl With Chiappe naturally
sided the Cagoulards (De la Rocque), the slum gang (D or io t),
the group of Topaze* municipal councilors, headed by the
corporation lawyer Fernand Laurent, shareholder in the arma
ment firm of Societe Brandt, suppliers both to the Cagoulards,
and the Ministry of War.

Behind the scenes was Laval-Flandin's aide-de-camp-who
pulled all the wires, urging some and threatening others, all
following suit behind the most corrupt and the most vile:
Frossard, Deat, Bergery and the rest. Not a single party, not
a single group, not a single man dared raise his voice.

As to the government, it naturally fulfilled, point by point, '
the orders of Chiappe, the Cagoulards and Laval. It~ censor-

* A farce in which Topaze was the symbol of the most co r r up t
body in France, the Municipal Council of Paris.
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ship even decided that the word "Communist" must disappear
from the columns of the press! As a supreme guarantee for the
Fifth Column-including that of the General Staff, headed by
G enerals Weygand and Georges-Daladier placed Bonnet
A be tz at the head of the Ministry of Justice, where, together
with Berthoin, chief of the Surete and a Cagoulard, he fought
-and with what vigorl-the war on the home front.

The Communist Deputies Are Arrested

On September 2 the Chamber of Deputies sat for ninety
minutes, after which it adjourned indefinitely. Thereupon the
Cen tra l Committee of the Communist Party sent all Commu
n ist Deputies who had not been mobilized on a speaking tour
th ro ugh the country. Night and day, they explained to the
workers and peasants what was going on, what were the causes
of this "queer war," and what it signified. While the armies
a nd the air force in France were immobile, troops and war
material were being daily dispatched to Syria, that is, in the
directio n of the Caucasus, against the Soviets. While the men
of February 6 and the Cagoulards were openly appearing
ever ywh ere- in the prefectures and government departments,
in the army and the Ministries-prefects and police commis
sio ners were tracking down Communists and arresting by the
h u nd red class-conscious, revolutionary workers who protested
against a war for the benefit of the rich.

T h e workers were suffering privation and misery; the trade
u n io ns had been destroyed and social legislation abolished in
the name of a "war for liberty"; but, meanwhile, trainloads
of iron ore were being dispatched by Monsieur de Wendel
(Cro ix de Feu, No. 13) from Briey and Caen, through Bel

giu m witho u t stop, to Germany, addressed to his cousin, Herr
vo n W.endeI. It was clear and obvious that the policy of
Munich, the policy of the two hundred families, was being
cont inued and accentuated. They still hoped-and still worked
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-to turn the war against the Sovi et V nion, A n d th ese were
the m en who d emanded the d eath p enalty for the Com m unist s
- before judgment w as passed.

A ft er the reactionar y Polish sta te had disappear ed , the
Cen tra l Com m ittee of the Communist Party not only co n
tinued b ut in te nsi fied its efforts fo r the re-establishm ent of
peacc, w h ich w as sti ll p ossible.

On its inst ructions, the Com m u n is t group in the C hamber,
which had been d issolved because it was Communist , consti
tu te d it self the "Wor ke r a n d P easant Group." This was p er
fec t ly legal , as is shown by the fac t th a t the [ourn al Officie l,
in rep orti ng the d issolu t ion of the Communist group on
Se p te m ber 29, a n nou nced the m cmbership of the n ew Worker
a n d P easant G roup.

T he fo llowi n g d a y the group r esumed the work of the Party
on behalf of peace b y addressing th e following letter to H er
riot, President of the Chamber, distributing this letter to the
press in the u sual way:

" P ar is, October r , 193 9

"To the President o f the Chamber of Deputies,
" M onsieu r le President,

" Over tu res of p eace have been made to France.
"At the m ere thought that peace may be possible an im

m ense hope fill s the people of our country, who are torm ented
by the prospect of a long a n d cr uel war, a war that w ill b u r y
the treasures o f human culture beneath mountains of r u in s
a n d cos t the li ves of millions of m en, women and children .

"Sca rcely had m ention of these overtures, which w er e due
to the diplomatic initiative of the V .S.S.R., been made, th a n
a contro lled press r eplied in one voice: 'No!'

" Is it possible that journalists who have no mandate fr om
the nation ca n coldly d ecide in favor of a war to the finish ?

"Is it possible that the peace overtures may be rejected be
fore they are even made known and before the sovereign rep
resentation has been consulted?
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"We, for our p art, do not think so, and we d emand o f you,
as the President of the Chamber, to approach the public
author i t ies a n d d emand :

"I. T hat parlia m ent be assem b led to discu ss the question of
peace in public sess ion.

" 2 . That thc m embers of parliament in the army be a l
lowed to take p art in the deliberation of this ca rd in a l quest ion,
on w h ic h the l ives of millions of Frenchmen d epend.

"Every Frenchman wants p cace, for h e feel s that a long w ar
will be ca la m ito us to o u r co u n try and will j eopardize both its
futu re a n d its d emocratic liberties.

"T h c p ossibili ty of p eace overtures being rejected a priori
and ou r thus being led into a h azardous and d isastrous adven
tu re m us t be absolu tel y precluded.

" W e d csi re with a ll our might a just and lasting p eace, a n d
we th in k it ca n be sec u re d very quickly, for, as agains t t he
impcria lis t warmongers and Hitler G ermany, wh ich is a prey
to intern a l co n trad ic t io ns, there is the might of the So viet
Union, which would p ermit the realization of a policy of col
lective sec u r ity, insure p eace and save the indepcndence of the
coun try.

" T h a t is why we th in k w e a re se rvin g the b est in terests of
our co u n try in d em anding that the overtu res of p eace made to
France be examined with th e o bject of securing as ear ly as p os
sible a just , lo yal a n d lasting p eace, which our fellow-citizens
long for from the bo ttom o f their h earts.

" A RT HUR R AMETTE,

"President of the TVork er and Peasant Grout}
F L O R I M ON D BON T E ,

" Secretary."

Th e " Charges" Agains t th e Communist D eputies

It was cl ear, in fac t, that the pact of friendship and frontier
concluded between the U .S.S.R. a n d G ermany on September
28 co nsider ab ly d eveloped and complemented the pact of
Augus t 23. It laid a so l id foundation for p eace in Eastern
Europe, and co u ld a t the same time serve as a basis for the
termin a t io n of the war in W estern Europe.
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The letter was therefore opportune in demanding the con
vocation of parliament to discuss the question of peace.

And just for that reason, what a howl was raised! The
Malin, the organ of the demagogues and capitulators, de
manded-once more-the gallows for the Communists, and em
phatically declared:

" F or us a peace without honor is out of the question. We
have no interest in delaying the clash with G ermany."
(October 1.)

Several days later it demanded a "more active" .war-in
Finland!

The Socialist Party and its organ, L e Populaire, naturally
headed the hue and cry. The Socialist parliamentary group,
headed by Paul Faure and Blum, violently attacked the Soviet
Union, backed the slanderous charge of treason brought
against the Communist Party for the action it had taken on
behalf of the people of France, and could find nothing better
as its supreme argument than-to associate itself unreservedly
with Chamberlain! (Le Populaire, October 6.)

Acting on the orders of the two hundred families, the gov
ernment, over the radio, denounced as traitors the

"... new Communist group in the Chamber, which has just
addressed a letter to President Herriot demanding a discussion
of peace." (Paris Mondial, October 4-)

The same day, Prime Minister Daladier announced that

" ... h e was about to commit for military trial and deprive
of their seats the Communist Deputies who are demanding the
convocation of parliament to discuss peace proposals supported
by the U.S .S.R."

But if there was treason, Chiappe, Flandin, Blum, Paul
Faure, Daladier, Bonnet and their government had an excel
lent opportunity of opening a big debate in the Chamber and
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thus publicly proving that the Communist Deputies were be
traying the interests of the people. It must be assumed that in
sp i te of their clamor these gentlemen were not very sure of the
resu lt. They surreptitiously closed the session, and, without
even depriving . the Communist members of their parliamen
tary immunity, had all the Communist Deputies they could lay.
their hands on arrested. A dozen or so happily escaped dis
cover y, among them Maurice Thorez, Jacques Duclos, Ramette
an d Bonte.

But the letter of the Communist Deputies itself was kept in
profound secrecy; everything was done to conceal from the
p eop le the "act of treason" itself, the corpus delicti on which
th e whole charge rested.

The Communist Deputies, who had been elected by a mil
lio n and a half voters, were thus arrested and " tr ied" without
ev en a precise charge having been formulated against them.

Why? Because there was none!
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CHAPTER III

THE COMMUNISTS WERE RIGHT

"Every Frenchman can now judge for himself whether, if
the proposals of the Communists, if their foresight and wisdom
had been heeded, our country would not have been saved the
war and its disasters. But the French rulers, while they did not
want peace, did not prepare for war, and deliberately paved
the way to treason....

"On behalf of the Central Committee
of the French Communist Party,

"l\JAURICE THOREZ)

"JACQUES DUCLOS"

T H IS was the terrible conclusion drawn by the Communist
Party in its stirring "Manifesto to the People."

The Communists of France were right in denouncing the
Treaty of Versailles from the day of its signature as bearing
within it the germ' of new wars more frightful than the one
that had just ended. They were right in declaring that the
crushing of the German people-for the benefit of the financial
oligarchies of all countries-had cast into Germany the seed of
a formidable ultra-nationalistic movement of revenge. The
French Communists were right in ceaselessly combating this
rapacious imperialist treaty, as when they opposed the occupa
tion of the Ruhr, for which we paid by the trial of our Politi
cal Bureau before the High Court and the court-martial of
hundreds of our comrades.

The Communists of France were right in denouncing the
policy of pillage and aggression pursued by diverse imperialist
governments of France, as calculated to foster the idea.of re
venge and react.ion in Gennany.
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The Communists were right when the y initiated the power
fu l Popular Front movement of the working p eople: in uniting
the whole nation in a struggle for a better life and to wrest
grea tel' liberties from the two hundred famili es, the Popular
F ro n t rc -endowc d the French p eople with the e n th u sias m of
its g rea t epochs, that is, with an invincible force. A nd the
Com m u n is ts were righ t when the); d eclared tha t the forces o f
p rogress, liberty a nd p eace among the bigger n ations of the
worl d, united with the Popular Front in France, co u ld p re
ve n t war.

T hc Communists were ri ght when they d eclared that a ny
at tack on the Popular Front-and, more so , on i ts cSSCll t ia I
fo rce, the working class and it s organizarions-c-the C .G .T . and
the Com m u n ist P arty-would undermine p eace and h asten
war. T he Communists were right in d eclaring that a p arallel
pol icy of capi tulation in foreign a ffa irs would strengthen the
forces of war.

Lastly, the Communist s w ere right when they d enounced the
imper ial ist policy as lead in g the co u n try to disast er. They were
aga in r ig h t when-after the war had broken o u t- they d e
m a n ded through their D eputies a public discussion of the
prob le m of p eace in p arliament at a time when it was st ill
poss ib le to se ize the oppor tun ity arising o u t o f the co ll a pse o f
the multi-national Polish sta te. But such a discussion would
have roused an irresistible movement in the co u n try, which
wou ld have co m p elled the French Government to sta r t p eace
negot iatio ns.

As our l'Human ite wrote:

" Peace might h av e been conclu ded, a nd France would not
have witnessed the d evastation of its cities a nd villages, nor the
occu pat io n, n or the d eath of thousands and thousands o f her
ch ild r en .. . . The Communists were right-as always."

B ut i t is a lso clear that th is gover n men t and a ll those who
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had paved the way for and approved of this war-that is to

say, all the politicians and parties except the Communists, all
those who had already · begun to suppress the workers, the
people-would have been 'u t terly discredited. They would no
longer have had an excuse for the unparalleled super-exploita
tion of the workers, or for the brutal measures of dictatorship
over the people. .A new popular wave-more powerful even
that that of 1935-36-would have risen. That is what the two
hundred families did not want.

The Communist Party said "the enemy is in our midst."
"They" confirmed it by waging a pitiless and ferocious war
at home against the Communists, who claimed and proved
that the interests of the two hundred families are diametrically
opposed to those of the people of France. That is why the
Communist Deputies were hounded and arrested. That is why
they were dubbed traitors and brutally sentenced after six
months in jail.

There we have the real meaning of this "queer war." The
war was to be utilized to "put an end" to the Communists and,
with them, to that rallying force of the working people in de
fense of their most precious possessions: Bread, Liberty and
Peace.

And it was just because the Communists are always right
that, the nearer the catastrophe approached, the more the
lackeys of the two hundred families, scared at the thought of
having to render account, struck at the only men who told the
people how to defend their lives and their future.

"... certain richer Frenchmen ... feared victory in this war
almost more than defeat, as likelier to bring 'revolution,' an
elastic but fear-inspiring term, that in their mind meant. ..
(Edgar Ansel Mowrer in the New York Post, July 3, 1940.)
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That is what explains the ferocity of the Versaillese against
the Communists.

That is why, even before the trial of the Deputies ended
on March 2g-the masters of the country loudly trumpeted
through their "Socialist" Deputy, Barthelemy:

"Communism, which refuses to die, must be annihilated....
The scope of the trial is too limited: there still remain the
leaders of the Central Committee and of l'Hscmanite and the
men at the head of the Communist trade unions....

"For our (the Socialists') part ... we do not fear to demand
their execution from the floor of the Chamber." (Le Matin.)

Th e Communist Deputies Are Imprisoned and Tortured

That is why, on April 5, sentence was passed on Pierre
Semard, general secretary and treasurer of the powerful Rail
waymen's Federation and member of the Political Bureau of
the Communist Party, and on Tournemaine, member of the
Central Committee, who were arrested in October on the com
plaint of Jarrijon, a Social-Democratic member of the Bureau
of the Federation, and condemned for having, as Communists,
continued their trade union activities in defense of the rail
waymen.

That is why it was announced on April 10 that the first to
whom Serol's death penalty decree would be applied were the
Communist militants of Paris-Nord, such as Andre Carre,
former com m an d a n t of the Anna Pauker artillery group of the
International Brigades in Spain.

That is why one batch of arrests followed another at growing
speed; fifty-eight arrests on April 16 in Paris and other parts
of the co u n try; seventy-four on April 23 in the industrial
region of Paris Ouest for publishing and distributing La Voix
des Usines, a trade union organ. And this at a time when Paul
Faure-Paul Faure of the Pays Socialiste, founded on the
money of Bonnet-Abetz-dared-he, the man of Munich and
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accessory to the massacre of Spain of the Popular Front and
of the Czech peoples-to publish a letter to the British Labor
Party alleging that the French Communists constituted the
Fifth Column of the German Government, and when, to sup
port his allegation, the police had it announced that Maurice
Thorez was in Germany.

And on May 1, 1940, on the very eve of the grand attack,
the hideous convict prison of the Ile de Re "received" Raca
mond, secretary of the C.G.T.; Henri Reynaud, secretary of the
Trade Union Federation of the Seine; Becker, secretary of the
Woodworkers' Federation; Finck, secretary of the Chemical
Workers' Federation; Garcia, head of the Transport Workers'
Federation; Deputies Brun, Dadot and Jacques Duclos, all
severely wounded in the first "last" war, and many other trade
union leaders and mayors. This at a moment when Jouhaux
publicly affirmed-one more-his solidarity with the master
class of France, who were responsible for the war and who
supplied the funds for the Cagoulards, and who had impris
oned his old comrades.

When, on May 10, the great battle began which in five weeks
was to lay France low, the blows began to fall with increasing
violence on our Party, on the Communist Youth, and on all
proletarians who refused to reconcile themselves to the de
struction of their social laws, the theft of their bread and the
betrayal of their country, which was becoming more and more
apparent.

On May 13 Rene le Gall and de Frot, Municipal Coun
cilors of Paris, the former ex-secretary of the powerful Brick
layers' Union of the Seine and Seine-et-Oise, were convicted.
At this same moment, Blum, following Paul Faure's example,
dared to repeat, as the central theme of his report to the Brit
ish Labor Party, the infamous accusation of treason against the
Communist Party of France.

On May 17 the front was broken and the German troops
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advanced on A m ie n s, Arras and Abbeville , isolating the North
er n A rmv. And it was this moment that the wretched Socialist
J'vl in iste r ' Serol ch ose to pass three new· decrees providing for
the re-establishment of the odious courts-martial, for trials
w ith o ut defense cou nsel a n d without appeal, a nd for imme
d ia te exec u t io n o f sen te nces without the right of appeal for
m ercy.

It was because the bourge oisie trembled. It trembled not on
a cco u n t of the invasion of France, but at the thought that the
betrayed people might "take their affa irs in to their own
hands," as the Communist Party appealed to them to do.
A bove a ll , they fea red the proletariat of Paris. They were '
hau n ted b y the specte r of the Commune !

And so it str uck with redoubled v igor, sa dis tica lly; as , for
exa m p le, when, o n M ay 23, in Dieppe, it h ad five workers
sho t two hours a fter their a r rest for having left their place of
wo rk for a few minutes to warn their families to seek safety
from the battle which was impending a t the ga te s of the city.

Then, on June 10, on the very eve of the sh amefu l capitula
t io n, the trial was sensationally opened o f th ir ty-th ree Com
m u n is ts who, under Serols decree , were l iable to the death
penal ty for having distributed leaflets.

Then there was the terrible martyrdom of June 15 and 16 of
the p o li t ica l prisoners who were transported like cattle in
overc rowd ed trucks from Paris to Orleans, and then led b y
foot, d ying of hunger and thirst, along the L oire. It is now
ca ll ed the R ed Road-that r oad along the Briard Canal, where,
beyon d Montargi s, the aged a nd the sick, all whom weakness
preve n te d from go ing on, were coolly slain by a Garde Mobile
on the order of the police co m m issio n er , a Cagoulard, in charge
of the co n voy-j ust as that old worker of six ty was slain for
h aving quit work on a Sunday afternoon to vi sit his sick child.



.Lt Was the People-Not Hitler-Whom the Two Hundred
Families Feared!

At the moment when the Northern armies were caught in
the trap of Dunkerque and were being crushed beneath a hail
of shell, one might read in l'Epoque (June 1):

"Even at this moment when the Hitler hurricane is raging
through our unhappy land spreading devastation and death,
when our cities are burning and our property is being pillaged,
when our people are groaning beneath the bombs falling from
the air or the roar of the motorized divisions, honest 'French
men continue to believe that the Bolshevik danger is Danger
No. 1. Even at this moment, when the ex-Communist railway
men, or the ex-Communist employees of the T.C.R.P., or the
ex-Communist soldiers are, in 'th eir overwhelming majority,
stoically doing their duty like other Frenchmen, even at this
moment ... they have difficulty in throwing off the fear that
was s? skilfully instilled into them." .

There is no country in the world today where the root causes
of this debacle are not widely known....

7 "The faults of the French General 'Staff are literally unbe
lievable. Never . .. has the world seen such total lack of under
standing of the character of a war. . . . Such stupidity and
short-sightedness are staggering.... But did it really wish to
resist, this General Staff which refused to defend Paris? ... 'La
levee en masse.' ... But this appeal to the people would have
assumed a quasi-revolutionary character. It corresponded to
the republican instinct of the country. We are entitled to be
lieve that such a movement would not have been considered
desirable by General Weygand and his colleagues. Let us say
it plainly-they must have been more afraid of a popular move
ment than of Hitler succeeding."

The New Statesman and Nation, from which these lines are
taken, concludes: "The French bourgeoisie were eaten up
with class spirit." (June 29, 1940.)

And Time and Tide wrote on June 29, 1940:
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"The collapse of France is something more than military
defeat. It is the moral breakdown of a nation. The rot went
very deep. The foulness of a certain section of the French
governing class-the section loosely known as the 'Two Hun
dred Families'-has long been notorious. The name of M.
Bonnet has for years been associated with political treachery
in every form. . . .

"France has been betrayed. : . most of all by .her Fascists,
by her reactionaries, and by the Two Hundred Families."

True!

"France is the victim of a huge conspiracy. All who held
even a modicum of power were inspired with but one thought:
to introduce fascism into France." (National-Zeitung, Zurrch.)

That is the reason for this unique and unparalleled catas-
trophe in history. That is why the people of France were mas
sacred, starved, martyrized and sold.

And the men that sold them are now the government.
Petain, who had been so long allied with the Cagoulards;
Laval, who for thirty years already had sold himself up to the
hilt; Weygand, the man with the horsewhip, the wayside off
spring of kings and Austrian princesses. And into the bargain,
men like Marquet and Chiappe!

They talk of finding the guilty men! But the guilty men are
well known. They are those who for twenty-one years knew
no enemy but the Communists, the finest sons of the working
people. They are those who gagged and clapped in irons the
brave militant workers, and the Communists in the first place.

T he Workers of the World Pronounce Judgment Against
the Betrayers of France

The bourgeoisie all over the world, anxious for their impe
rialist interests, may have sought for the causes of the sensa-
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tional d efeat of the F rance of the two hundred fa milies; but
the workers of the world have already pronounced their judg
m ent. It has b een pronounced by the unemplo yed of Amste r 
dam, the d ockers of Copenhagen, the workers o f Scand inavia
and of Switzerland, who have sh o w n repeatedly their sol id arity
w ith the F rench Communist D eputies. It h as b een pro nounced
b y those B el gian wor kers with o ld r ev olutiona r y tr ad iti ons,
one o f whose most fa ith fu l r epresentatives, D epu ty Lahaut,
d enounced with the h elp of a n irrefutable d ocument the demo
cra t ic and Socia l is t m embers of what r emains of the parl ia
m ents of Europe, thus ex p ressing the sentiments of those who
gazed with p ride at their bro thers in France during the dis
g racefu l tr ia l in camera.

It h as b een pronou nced by those ardent workers of Mexico.'
through their g rea t Confedera tion of Labor, when they
ex p ressed their so li d ari ty with the Com m u n is t Depu t ies
a nd r ecal led the speech of Fajon, whom they regard as o ne of
their own.

It has been p ronounced b y the forty w r i te rs, artists and
sc ie n t is ts o f the U n i te d States in a ce le b ra te d letter d enouncing
the viola t ion of the r igh ts a n d p reroga t ives of the p eo p le in
the tri al o f the D epu ti es, while hundreds of thousa n ds of wor k
ers d emonstrated to the French consuls in N ew York and o ther
cit ies that in vie w o f the protection of the police, noth in g r e
mained for them, the people, but to exp ress thei r co n tempt on
huge placards for these e nvoys of the two hundred families,
a n d to co n fir m i t in thousands of letters and tel egrams.

And, lastly, it has b een pronounced even in England , that
pitiless ca p i ta l o f Finance , where vo ices w ere loudly ra ised,
eve n hissing L eon .Blum at the Labor Party Confer ence,
loudly proclaiming that working class England does not seve r
its ca use from working class and peasant France . The reso lu 
tions and speeches in favor of the French D eputies could b e
co u n ted by the th ousa n d . . . .



"W e cannot understand how your government's action ca n
be claimed to be different from the fa scist regime in Germany
aga in st which yo u are a t war," d eclared the textile workers of
D u ndee. And they were ech oed b y the metal workers of Sh ef
field and b y the London Trades Council , .representing 3 0 0 ,00 0

mem bers.
T he British A n ti-F ascist Aid Committee alone collected over

two hundred resolutions, voted b y 1 ,500,000 workers. Promi
ne n t m embers o f the L abor Party uttered their em p h a t ic pro
te st against the trial: Sir Charles Trevel yan, ex -M in iste r of
E d uca t io n ; J. W edgwood, M.P.; T. R. Sq uan ce, ex-Genera l
Secre ta r y of the Railwaymeri's Union and many o thers . In
Lond on D. N . Pritt, publicly d enouncing the trial , co nclud ed
by say ing: "The p eople cannot and will n ot be cr ushed ." And
even the liberal and governmental N ews Chronicle admitted
th a t the trial had d eeply troubled sin cere democrats in this
co u n tr y. The trial and prosecution on a large scale of leaders
a n d m embers of the French Communist Party make the decla
rat io ns of the French Government that it is fighting for d e
mocracy sound em p ty and artificial.

The workers of the world have passed judgment. They have
sh ow n their contem p t of those who falsely call themselves
F ra n ce- th e successors of the Bourbons and the Bonaparres,
those who reincarnate Coblentz, Jules Favre and Bazaine,
Cava ign ac and Gallifet, Charles X and Thiers-those Lavals,
\Veyga n ds, Marquets and other lackeys o f d e W cndel s and
Sch n e id er .

But, all over the world, these numerous proofs of sym p a th y
fo r the brave D eputies, for all the imprisoned Communists,
sh ow that in the hearts of the workers .and of all lovers of
progress and liberty the true France still lives-the France o f
Descar tes and Diderot, of Pasteur and the Curies, of Robes
p ie rre and Marat, of the fighters of June, 1848, and of the
Com m u n e, the France of Blanqui, Varlin and Delescluze. That
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France is more alive than ever. It was manifested outside of
the Palais de Justice in Paris, when it was surrounded by a
massive cordon of police to prevent the thousands of Parisian
workers from approaching their elected representatives. It was
manifested in the thousands of letters and telegrams which the
accused displayed in court and which constitute the finest and
most touching homage to our great Party, letters from old
militants and youths, letters from soldiers and women of the
people, letters from children, often written with unskillful
hand but always expressing the true and profound sentiments
of the French people.

In both zones of France the prisons are filled with militant
Communists, like that of Bourges, where are incarcerated
Semard, general secretary of the Railwaymen's Union and
Councilor-General of the Seine; Tournemaine, treasurer of
the Railwaymeri's Union, and Frot and le Gall, Paris Mu
nicipal Councilors. In the zone governed from Vichy, prisons
and concentration camps (for men and women) are crammed
to overflowing: in the camp of Gurs (Basses-Pyrenees) militant
Communists and women have replaced the volunteers of the
International Brigades, like the courageous Daniel Renoult,
who had fought in the "other" imperialist war, and who
bravely testified as witness in the trial of the Communist Depu
ties. It is estimated that there are at least 35,000 political
prisoners in both zones of France. And the arrests are still
continuing.

To these must be added the 40,000 military prisoners trans
ferred from the zone of Belfort to the camp of Barcares in the
Pyrenees-Orientales, and 200,000 Spanish refugees and volun
teers in the International Brigades-men and women-of whom
many hundreds have "disappeared without trace."

The people of France are crushed beneath a weight of lead.
They are afflicted by hunger, suffering and death. But among
the millions who are paying for the crimes of the men in
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power, voices .continue to repeat the final declaration of the
Communist Deputies read in firm tones amidst a wall of
bayonets.

Confidence is being reborn, hope shines again, the idea of a
grea t proletarian retribution, of an ultimate victory over this
odious regime of exploitation and carnage is filling with a new
courage and strength even the most downcast, even those who
th ough t that all had been lost....

The brave Deputies are languishing in the old prison of
P uy (Haute-Loire). But in spite of stone walls and iron bars,
th eir voice resounds and will resound ever louder. They may
h ave been loaded with chains and shut fast behind heavily
locked doors, but has not history shown time and again that
wh en truth is chained it only acquires the greater force? One
day, and sooner than many believe, the truth will triumph by
the hand of the people of France.



APPENDIX

JOINT DECLARATION OF THE FRENCH
COMMUNIST DEPUTIES BEFORE THE

PARIS MILITARY TRIBUNAL'*'

April 3, 1940

I N THIS trial it is not the Communist Deputies nor Com
munism that stand accused.
You will not find in the arsenal of laws, designed though

they were to serve the capitalist class, a single element to jus
tify our incarceration and the proceedings taken against us.

There are periods in the history of societies and regimes
when the ruling classes cannot maintain their power except
by violating their own laws. Such examples are to be found
in the history of our country; but we also find that sooner or
later the people put an end to these dictatorships by revolu
tionary means.

With what are we charged?
With having formed a parliamentary group, though that is

in conformity with the regulations of the Chamber, and of
having, as Deputies, written a letter to the President of the
Chamber requesting him to convene parliament to discuss the
problems of peace. That is the reason assigned for our arrest
and for the proceedings taken against us.

Both the letter and the formation of the group are covered
by the absolute immunity and inviolability guaranteed to

the National Representatives under Article 13 of the Constitu
tional Law of 1875.

• The Declaration was printed and distributed in leaflet form by the
French Communist Party on the day after the trial.
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It was our absolute right, more, ou r duty as D eputies. to
sen d su ch a letter.

'Vhat is more, the b road campaign of ant i-Com m u n is t per
sec u t ion was arbitrarily 'in a u gu ra ted on the b asis o f a diplo
matic a ct ; the G erman-Sovi et Treaty. 'Ve were ca lled upon to
disavow and co ndem n the So viet sign a tu re, and when we re
fused to submit to this strange and unprecedented d emand,
the persecu tions began.

For six months it was sough t to justify this persccution by
o ur r efusal to accept the gove r n ment's v ie w of the G erman
So vie t Pact. It was claimed that we h ad ostracized oursel ves
from the national community. A section of the French public
were invited to believe that that w as the reason for our
p ersecution.

'Ve claim that this is a li e. And we al so cl a im th a t this li e
was admitted b y the go vern men t it self in its Yellow B ook ,
wher e a d ocument (No. L19, Appendix XX) will be found
en ti tl ed:

" M in u te b y M. G eorges Bonnet, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
of his conversation with C ount von W el szeck, G erman A m b as
sad o r in Paris," which co nta ins the followi ng ph rase: "I fin a lly
sa id to the Am bass ador that h e co u ld observe in France a
unanimous national m ovement in su p por t of the G overnment ;
e lect io ns would b e p ostponed, public m eet in gs banned , a ll
atte m p ts at foreign propaganda repressed, and the Co m
m u n ists brought to their se nses. . ..n

That document is dated .July I , I939. T here was no talk at
th a t time of the G erman-Soviet Pact , or of whether the ' Com
m u n is ts approved i t or not.

On July 1 , two months before the co n cl us io n of the So viet
Ger m a n Pact, while it was st ill n eg otiating with Moscow, the
F ren ch G overnment d eclared in an officia l note that its p olicy
was to su ppress the Com m u n ists . L e t them , then, aband on
the su bterfuges, p etty mach in a tions and mean tr icks! L et
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them cease to cite as a reason what was nothing but a pretext,
and a poor pretext at thatl Let them cease to reproach us for
our attitude at the end of August and in September, 1939!

It 'was on July 1 that, on their own confession, our perse
cutors decided on their fell deed.

It is ,true that attempts were subsequently made to invent
other excuses. A most malicious and slanderous campaign was
launched against us; yet we were deprived of the opportunity
of defending ourselves, we were tried in camera, and certain
newspapers were induced to state that we were being prose
cuted for communicating with the en em y. Is this not a proof
that the rulers of our country had a profound fear of allowing
the truth about this trial to be known?

Well, we have told the truth during the interrogations, and
we shall tell it now. Our lawyers have rebutted the indict
merit and the speech for the prosecution.

We have been arrested and are being prosecuted because we
are Communists, because we have remained Communists in
spite of all solicitataions, threats and repression.

We are being prosecuted because we have opposed, and are
opposing to the last ounce of our strength, the imperialist war
which has afflicted our country; because we have appealed to

the people to demand that the war be ended and peace estab
lished, and because we are indicating to the people of France
the way to make our country free and happy.

Neither trial, nor condemnation, nor concentration camp
will preven t the Communists from performing this eminently
humane work.

The French capitalists are trying to create the' belief that
the responsibility for the war is unilateral, that they themselves
are not culpable, that the people of France are fighting for
justice, liberty and the independence of the peoples.

Lies! Lies which the warmongers always resort to when they
lead th e people to the shambles.
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We were the first in this country to denounce the danger . to
which international fascism was subjecting the peace of the
world. It was we who with the greatest ardor instituted the
trial of Hitler before the court of French public opinion. We
have always been, and we still remain, uncompromising ene
mies of fascism in all its forms.

While we have never recognized war as a means of crushing
th is odious regime, while we have always asserted that the
liberation of the German people must be the work of the
Gernian people themselves, we have advocated a policy of
organ izin g resistance to fascist ambitions. For years we have
been saying to the French Government: " E i th er you set about
saving the peace and independence of our country by uniting
men of good will all over Europe, or you sabotage this effor t,
in which case you will be responsible for the war that is
bound to break out.

" W e shall then be implacable enemies of this war which you
refu sed to prevent, of this war which could have been launched
on the world only because you placed the defense of your
cap ita l ist privileges above the peace and the independence of
th e peoples."

It is that war that is today ravaging unhappy Europe.

It is the capitalist regime that is responsible for it, the regime
of which Juares said that "it bears war within it as the dormant
n igh t bears the storm."

The engineers of this war would like to deck it in all the
vi rtu es! They are concealing their real war aims, for they well
kn ow that the people will not fight for the sordid interests of
an ex p lo i ting minority.

This war, like that of 1914-18, is a capitalist war. It is a
co n flict between the capitalist groups, the German-Italian
Japa nese, o n the one hand, and the Anglo-French, on the
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other, for markets, raw materials and the ex p loi tat ion o f
co lon ia l p eoples.

It is in order that one group o f capitalist powers may d om i
nate ouer a nother that millions of uio rk ing p eople {Ire sla ugh
tering each other to day.

'\,Ve sa id, and w e repeat, that the working class a n d the
working people ge nera lly have nothing to ga in b y this war.
For them it w ill only m ean the d eath of millions of their
fellows, ' frightful hardships and ruin, the d estruction of the ir
liberties, while the financial and industrial o l iga rc h ies am ass,
as they are amassing, en or m o us p rofits.

Who is responsible for this war? W e refuse to be acc om 
plices to that immense imposture by which, in each co u n try,
the r esponsibility is thrown ex cl us ive ly on the enemy govern
ments,

'\Ve may proudly con tras t our constant efforts for peace to
the sh ady machinations of rulers who have p ersist ently b een
piling up the ele men ts of the present war.

It was the R ome pacts, signed b y M. Pi erre Laval and sup
p or te d b y the French Soc ia l is t leaders, which allowed Musso
lini a free hand to st r angle unhappy Ethiopia . The
Communist s were the on ly ones to o p p ose these p acts, wh ich
co n ta ined the see ds of war.

B y his crimin a l pol icy of so-ca lled " n on -in te rven t ion," M.
Blum, leader of the F rench Social ist Party, d est ro yed the
Sp a n ish R epu blic b y the hand of the rebel General F ranco,
the agen t of Hitler and Mussol in i a n d the enem y of France.
The Com mu ni sts were the on ly ones to r ise up in d efense of
th is fr ie n d ly democra t ic republic,

M . Ch a u rem ps a llowed Hitler to lay vio le nt h a n d s o n
A us tr ia , a member of the L eague of Nations .

M, D al ad ier su rrendered to Hitler ano ther m embe r of th e
L eague of Na tio ns, Czechoslova k ia, wi th its raw m ater ials, it s
army, its fort ifica t io ns, its stoc ks of material and its armamen t
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works. Yet M. Daladier and his Munich friends declared:
"Peace has been saved!" The Communists were the only ones
to proclaim that the Munich betrayal meant war-war and
fascism!

It is now clear to everybody what the London and Paris
Governments schemed at Munich, and after Munich: they
tried to come to an understanding with Hitler Germany and
induce her to attack the Soviet Union. In pursuit of that
policy, tfiey encouraged the Warsaw Government, which the
day before was still an ally of Hitler and his accomplice in the
dismemberment of Czechoslovakia, in its refusal to allow the
passage of Soviet troops.

The rejection of the Soviet proposals doomed the Moscow
negotiations to failure (as is confirmed in the Yellow Book by
the reports of M. Coulondre to the Quai d'Orsay) and ren
dered impossible the conclusion of a tri-partite treaty which
alone could have saved peace.

When the war broke out one of its aims, which our capital
ists still do not dare to admit, but which they are .find ing it
harder and harder to conceal, was to organize a crusade
against the U.S.S.R. and to seize the oil of the Caucasus.

Hence the campaigns of lying, incitement and provocation
which steadily multiplied from the Far North to the Near East,
and by which it was hoped to prepare public opinion and to

push the working people into an anti-Soviet adventure.
But the men responsible for this policy were to meet with

unpleasant surprises. For the working people of France will
never forget that the spirit of their country is the spirit of
liberty. Never will they become accomplices to such a shady
adventure. As in 1919, they will rise up against the criminal
governments which betray the noble mission of France in
the world.

\Ve have been dragged into court because we alone had the
courage to call upon the people to drive out the Daladier
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government, that government whose responsibility for the
war. is overwhelming and which is introducing rea cti on and
Hitler methods into our country.

How dare they speak of a war for liberty when th ey are
d estroying liberty at home?

The Daladier government is guilty of a crime toward the
Communist Deputies, who represent 1,500,000 electors that
are today deprived of their right freely to select their own
rep res erita ti ves.

-I t su pp re ssed l'Human ite, the largest political newspaper
in France.

It dissolved the French Communist Party, the largest party
in France, and has proceeded to confiscate its property.

It acted in the same way toward the workers', p easants',
artisans', professional, cultural and ex-servicemen's organiza
tions,

In its rage for destruction it attacked everything the work
ing people of France have built up by years of p ersevering
effort: trade unions, cooperative societies, lay organizations,
sports societies, mother and child welfare societies, holiday
camps, etc.

It is r eviving the days of the lettres de cach et by imprison
ing, as M. Daladierhimself admitted ·in the Senate, thousands
and thousands of French citizens and by setting up concentra
tions camps in France.

For. the men in the factories it meant the destruction of
social legislation. 'It abolished the statutes protecting th e civil
servants. The elected representatives of the people in Parlia
ment, in municipal and departmental councils, in "th e trad es'
arbitration boards, etc., the elected workers' delegates, have
been removed from their functions, are being tracked by the
police, persecuted, imprisoned, condemned, flung into con'
centration camps.

The government is taking .advantage of the mobilizat ion of
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the workers and peasants to interfere in the management of
their organizations and to oust them from control for
the benefit of those who are collaborating with the mas
ters, dividing the ranks of the workers, condemning them to

capitalist super-exploitation, and facilitating acts of social re
gression. It is men who have been driven out by the workers
and peasants that are being placed in charge of these or
ganizations.

The banning of newspapers and magazines, the confiscation
and destruction of books and literary masterpieces culminate
the misdeeds of the Daladier government.

For the soldiers it has meant the scandalous pay of 14 sous
a day.

For the workers, office employees and civil servants it has
meant lower wages and salaries, overwork and the accidents
it entails, the 15 per cent deductions (from which the police
are exempt), not counting the other taxes with which they are
burdened: 11,500,000,000 francs on them, and only 200,000,000

francs on the profits of the employers-such were the figures
revealed in the budget debate. For the workers it has meant
extra hours at absurdly low pay, while the cost of living is
'daily rising and the ulcer of unemployment persists.

For the small peasants it has meant requisitions in return for
small payment and terrible difficulties in farming. For the
families of the mobilized soldiers it has meant the scandal of
the fam ily allowances (unjustified refusals, insufficient
amounts, irregular payments). For the refugees from the fron
tier regions, and in particular from Lorraine and Alsace, it
has meant the scandal of the evacuations (deplorable mate
rial and sanitary organization, inadequate allowances).

For the artisans, the small traders, the infirm and aged, for
all small folk, it has meant poverty, hardship and ruin.



Po verty for the People-Profits [or th e Rich!

Daladier has fallen under the pressure of the people.
\Ve now have the government of Paul Reynaud.
With all its majority, we cannot regard it as the represen

tative of the sovereign nation, seeing that it is the emanation
of a Parliament which has been severed of the Communist
representation.

Any real government of France will proceed to .r ein sta te us
in Parliament.

Otherwise that government will not represent the country.
It will be able to maintain itself only by dictatorship.

We consider that the welfare of France demands the forma
tion of a popular government directly emanating from the
nation.

The capitalists think that they can go on deceiving the
people indefinitely because they have the support of the So
cialist Party, of its chiefs, men like Blum, Paul Faure and
Zyromski, and of the traitor leaders of the General Confedera
tion of Labor. All these people have become the vanguard of
c.hauvinism and of the repression of the workers.

The Blums, Paul Faures, Zyromskis and Jouhaux, who pre
vented the realization of the Popular Front program and are
now immersed up to their necks in the Holy Alliance for the
imperialist war, are working to smash the proletarian organ
izations. It is they who are chiefly responsible for the hard
ships imposed on the French workers. They are _revealing
themselves in their true colors as enemies of the people.

They have snatched up the anti-Communist banner which
Hitler was obliged to drop. This means the complete bank
ruptcy and decomposition of the Second International and of
its French section, a repeti lion of their bankruptcy of 19'4
in a worse form.

\Ve are internationalists. \'\Te are the only internationalists.
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The workers of all races and colors are our brothers. Our fate
is bound up with that of the British miner and seaman, of the
steel worker of Essen and the docker of Hamburg, of the
worker of Prague, of the Polish peasant and the Finnish lum
berjack, of the Arab fellahin and the Chinese coolie, just as
it is bound up with the fate of the now liberated Soviet
worker and collective farmer.

The Socialist leaders, who are nothing but lackeys of the
capitalists, think they are insulting us when they call us
"Stalirrites.'

,,yhat does that mean? We have always affirmed, and we
repeat it today, that the working people of France will not
find a remedy for their ills in any foreign capital. Their eman
cipation must be the work of their own hands. They will take
inspiration from the glorious traditions of our people. But
it is true that for us, as for millions of men and women in
all the five continents of the world, Stalin, that sturdy builder
of the socialist society, is the brilliant successor of Marx, Engels
and Lenin, the precursors of whose immortal work were great
Frenchmen like Babeuf, Fourier and Blanqui.

Marx, having studied the capitalist regime, which was then
in full development, showed us that it would be superseded by
another regime; ' communism. In 1848, in The Communist
Manifesto, he wrote: "A specter is haunting Europe-the
specter of Communism.'

Thanks to Lenin and Stalin, communism is no longer a
specter, but a reality .on one-sixth of the globe; and tomorrow
it will be a reality all over the world.

Lenin, and the glorious Bolshevik Party he founded, showed
us, in 1914-17, how to put an end to an imperialist war by
liberating the workers, peasants, intellectuals and colonial
peoples.

Stalin has shown us how a country ruined by imperialist
war and capitalist anarchy can be transformed, in twenty
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years, by building socialism and marching forward toward
communism.

Like the imperialists of all countries, the French imperialists
have risen up in mortal hatred of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics. That is quite understandable. Their hatred for the
U.S.S.R. is the hatred of a class which feels it is menaced. Is
not the U.S.S.R. a living example for the people of France,
as for all others, of what a people that has got rid of its para
sites can do and become?

The Soviet Union has upset the plans of the French capital
ists. Their attempts to incite Hitler Germany against it have
so far failed.

The imperialist war having broken out, the U .S.S.R. has
succeeded in limiting the world carnage by liberating thirteen
million Byelorussians and Ukrainians who were oppressed by
the Poland of the squirearchy-which we do not confuse with
the Poland of the people, whose restoration, we are certain,
we shall one day hail. It has established friendly relations
with the Baltic States, the beneficent effects of which were
admitted by the correspondent of Le Temps several weeks ago.
The Northeastern regions of Europe, Finland in particular,
might have continued to this day to live peacefully and tran
quilly, if a clique of adventurers, yesterday still allied with the
German generals and today subsidized by the banks of London
and Washington, had not assumed the responsibility of creat
ing tragic complications in that part of the continent.

We are not dupes of the criminal adventure which is being
plotted. We are perfectly aware of the crusade which is being
organized before our eyes. We know that no French national
interest was then jeopardized by Soviet initiative in Finland;
it was the obvious design of the French imperialists to pass
from the" "queer war" in the West to large-scale intervention
against the Soviets.

The maneuver having failed in Finland, attempts are now
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being made to revive it in the Balkans and the Near 'East.
It is to facilitate this maneuver that they want to 'cond em n

us after having ignominiously calumniated us. Let the goverri
ment beware! If they are so ill-advised as to attempt to turn'
their dream of aggression against the U.S.S.R. into reality,
if they want to renew the exploits of that barbed-wire policy
which has caused so much damage to the French nation, their
own regime may founder in the attempt.

The capitalists are busy spreading the worst kind of slanders
about us. Their Socialist lackeys surpass them ,in ignominy.
We are working against France, they say; we are in the pay
of the foreigner!

Have the capitalists, who are bleeding our country white
and growing fat on its sufferings, the audacity to identify
France with their dastardly minority?

Mr. Daladier declared in the Chamber and the Senate that
we are German agents. It is this man of Munich that dared
to utter this monstrosity! The man who delivered to Hitler
Germany the airplanes, arms and munitions of Czechoslovakia
which are slaughtering today and will slaughter tomorrow our
wives, children and brothers; the man who had the German
Communists who had sought refuge in France and who are
the most implacable enemies of Hitler flung into prison.vVe'
would not have mentioned this infamy, were it not to recall
that Jaures, the apostle of peace, was assassinated in 1914 as
a result of such slanders. '

It requires no little audacity and cynicism on the part of
the international profiteers and of the mercenaries who are
paid for their treachery to accuse the Commuriists of corrup
tion. '

They know perfectly well that devotion and self-denial are
the banner of the Communists, and that that honesty, which
no one has been able to deny, only brings out their own
corruption in greater relief. '
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Not a single Communist was implicated in any of the scan
dals which followed one after another from 1920 to 1939. No
Stavisk ys nor Oustrics, no Colonel Guichets nor clients of the
Banque de Bale, nor wreckers of the Aero-postale 1101' pen
sioners of Abetz are to be found in our ranks.

They are to be found in all the parties of the Right and
Left united in a " h oly alliance" for the imperialist war.

vVe love France and what m akes France: her people. W e
are proud of her sava n ts, her thinkers, her writers and her
artists, who win her the affections of the peoples of the
universe.

All through their history and their splendid revolutionary
past, the people of France have risen up against tyrants. Is
this not recalled in a stanza of the Marseillaise which the capi
talists take good care not to teach to the children of the
people?

We do not want to be slaves of Hitler, or vassals of C ham
berlain, or servants of Mussolini! We want to be Frenchmen,
masters of our own li fe. .

Yes, we love the people of France, and we want to rid them
of those who are leading them to the h ecatombs and to ruin,
of those who are inflicting on them the shame of the dic
tatorship.

It is with profound d isgust that the masses of the p eople
turn away from the handful of cowards (Gitton, Capron and
Co.) who have betrayed them. These renegades represent
o nly themselves and their own ignominy. 'Ve leave them to
the .co n tem p t of the people!

' Ve salu te the innumerable workers who are courageously
battling for communisml

We Communists call upon the people to fight for bread,
liberty and peace.

Yes, we are Communists! vVe are proud to be the heirs of
the Communards, who by their sacrifice saved the Republic
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and fought for the emancipation of labor, and of whom Marx
sa id that they stor med h eaven.

Communism m eans p eace in the development of the ind i
v id u a l and of human dignity, in the progress of science a n d
letters, and in the blossoming of civ iliza t io n .

\Ve are Frenchmen, and that is why we long with all o ur
h earts for a free, stro ng and happy France.

\Ve are internationalists, a n d that is why we regard eve r y
vic to ry of the proletariat, no matter where, as o u r own v ictory.

Yes, we r egard the building of socia lism in the U .S.S.R. as
the fir st a ct of the world revolution, which will d el iv er the
peoples from oppression and war!

Communists of France, toge ther with :rvraurice T'horez,
Andre Marty, Jacques Duclos and all ou r fellow accused , we
are working for the liberation of our cou n try.

\ ,Ve want to rid it of war!
vVe appeal to the people to impose p eace !
We have confidence in our co u n try, in the France of 179 3,

of 1830, of 1848, of the Paris Com m u ne, o f February, 1934,
and of May, 1936.

\ 'Ve have confidence in the p eople of France, and we a re
co n fident that they will very soo n dig the gra ve of the ca p i
talist regime which is r esponsible for poverty and war.

Long live a free France ! L ong live a h appy a n d strong
France! Long live p ea ce !

Under the banner o f Marx , E ngels, L enin a n d Sta lin, fo l
lowing the ex a m p le of Karl Liebknecht a n d Dimitroff
[orur ard to co m m u n ism !
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