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METHODOLOGY FINDINGS / DISCUSSION

SIGNIFICANCE / BACKGROUND

The purpose of this study is to explore positive and 
negative emotion word use regarding homelessness 
before and after viewing an exhibit about persons 
experiencing homelessness. 

• The sampling for this study was convenience 
based and consisted of students in a graduate-
level nursing course.

• Participants of this study were asked to write 
down their thoughts and feelings regarding 
homelessness before and after viewing the 
photographic exhibit. 

• The writings were transcribed and coded using 
the 2015 Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count 
(LIWC) software dictionary to analyze for positive-
and negative- emotion word use. The writings 
were then further analyzed qualitatively to 
identify patterns and themes. The results were 
compared from pre- to post- intervention. 
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• Negative-emotion words exhibited a decrease in 
half of the participants and little change in the 
other half from pre- to post-intervention.

• Positive-emotion words exhibited an increase in 
three of the four participants, and a decrease in 
one participant. 

• The word care (cares, cared, caring) was used 
increasingly in the post-intervention writings (the 
word count increased from four to ten). 

• The word love (loves, loved, loving) was used only 
in the post-intervention writings (the word count 
increased from zero to five). 

• All four participants conveyed a sense of solidarity 
and humanization in their post-intervention 
writings (for example, “We are all human. We all 
matter” and “Homeless individuals are just like 
people who are not homeless”). 

• These findings could indicate increased empathy 
toward individuals experiencing homelessness. 

• Visual art may have potential to instigate social 
change  - more research needs to be done. 

• 549,928 people were experiencing homelessness 
in the United States on a given night in January 
20161. 

• The total number of people experiencing 
homelessness in the U.S. has dropped, but sixteen 
states have reported increases as of 20152.

• Stigma can negatively affect the health and well-
being of individuals by acting as a barrier to 
healthcare access. 

• There is a significant disease burden on this group, 
but many delay treatment until they are forced to 
seek care at an acute/urgent care setting. 

• Some reasons for delaying treatment: 
• mistrust of doctors
• general fear of seeking care
• the apparent effects of stigma - they felt 

embarrassed or that they were treated 
poorly because of their appearance3.

• One study suggests that prejudice in nurses can 
act as another barrier to accessing healthcare, and 
may even impact the quality of care given4. 

• The photographic exhibit used in this study was 
created as part of a collaborative project “An 
Evolutionary Process of Capturing Images of 
People Experiencing Homelessness”5. 

• Dr. Opalinski and her team set up a foot 
care event with the help of the local 
community and volunteers. 

• The event was photographed by a visual 
anthropologist for further analysis.


