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China today has 1.4 billion people. Without the one child policy 
Chinese scientist predicted a population of 4 billion by 2080. At 
the time the average fertility was 3 children per woman. By 
lowering the fertility through the one child policy, China managed 
to affect global commodity markets. A larger population would 
drive the price of fuel higher, and impact other commodity markets 
as well. A frequently overlooked impact is how this affects the 
environment. A larger population in China would have produced 
more pollution and consumed more oil than it does presently. With 
such a population to supply the world oil industry would be 
completely reoriented and prices will skyrocket. Nation’s around 
the world will have to  take into account Chinese oil demand. 
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•China was home to a quarter of the world’s people, who 
were occupying just 7 percent of world’s arable land
•The one child policy is complex: it was more strictly 
enforced in urban areas, whereas in rural areas and 
minority regions it was lenient.
•Urban areas contribute the most to the nation’s energy 
needs and oil imports as well as pollution 
•Urban areas also have more disposable income allowing 
them to purchase more vehicles 
•In 2009 China surpassed the United States in auto sales. 
•China was importing 70% of its oil by 2009
•China currently consumes 12% of the world’s oil yearly.
•China is notorious for its massive industry and the 
pollution caused by it. Ex: air quality apps on phones.
•Fueling automobiles along with providing power and 
industrial energy has made China the world’s largest Co2 
emitter in the world.
•According to the CIA world fact book China contributes 
9.135 billion mt. co2 emissions while the United States 
contributes 5.402billion mt. co2 emissions. China uses 
5.92 trillion kwh of energy versus the United States at 
3.911 trillion kwh. 
•China’s demand for oil doubled within the 2000s and oil 
prices soared from 2007-2008. At its current rate of 
consumption China’s oil demand will double by 2025.
•According to Deepa D. Datta and Robert J. Vigfusson
China accounted for 50% of the increase in demand for oil 
between 2005-2015. China’s gdp per capita grows 7-4% 
per year and 
•If the supply of oil does not increase significantly and 
alternative sources remain underdeveloped oil prices could 
double by 2030.

China’s  widely criticized one child policy 
has had a surprising impact in another area: 
it has actuality served to limit the 
consumption of natural fuels domestically 
and lowered oil prices internationally. At the 
same time the one child policy has limited 
pollution in China. 

•Song Jian is the architect of the infamous One 
Child Policy; educated in the Soviet Union he lead 
developments in China’s space, nuclear, missile, 
and industrial systems. 
•After World War 2 and the subsequent Civil War, 
China had a baby boom
•In order to limit the Chinese baby boomers from 
causing a population explosion the government 
turned to Song Jian
•According to Song, China’s population if left 
unchecked could reach as much as 4 billion by 
2080. 
•The ideal population was between 700 million 
and 800 million, which the nation has surpassed 
by 1978.
•This astounding estimate was based on an 
average fertility of 3.0 children per woman in 
1978.
•By adjusting the number to a different average of 
children per woman Song found that 1.5-1.0 
children as an average was the only solution.
•The nation’s environment and resources would 
become too strained to support such an intensely 
large population and the economy would begin to 
collapse. 
•After the Mao era of ideologically driven and 
inconsistent government policies the new 
leadership of the nation under Deng Xiaoping 
placed perhaps a little too much faith in data 
based, scientific, and systematic public policies.
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