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• Climate change is defined as the change of the global
climate patterns, which could have various affects on the
environment. It is a prominent issue today, with people
having conflicting viewpoints about it. Since recent
natural disasters, such as Hurricane Maria and Irma, were
so severe, this raised questions about whether climate
change played a role in it, or if they were just part of the
regular cycle of natural disasters.

• A person’s political views usually align with those of the
political party itself. This is exactly why government
intervention on the subject of climate change is widely
debated. Some people think that government should
have a role in climate change while others do not.
Government intervention would mean government
resources would have to be used to change the laws to
protect the environment, such as changing the emissions
from cars.

• Some people also believe there are different causes of
climate change, either increased by human activities or
naturally caused. Natural occurrences mean that climate
change is just a normal development that would happen
regardless of human action. Others see human actions as
directly influencing climate change, especially since we
use a lot of fossil fuels.

• To understand the differing perspectives on climate
change, we developed an online survey consisting of 12
questions.

• We gathered 500 complete responses from people all
over the United States. We then used SPSS to analyze all
of our information, along with comparing our questions
to certain demographics.
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• : There is no statistical difference between party
affiliation and views on the government's role regarding
climate change.

• : There is a statistical difference between party
affiliation and views on the government's role regarding
climate change.

• : There is no statistical difference between party
affiliation and the opinions on the cause of climate
change.

• : There is a statistical difference between party
affiliation and the opinions on the cause of climate
change.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
• Based on our results, 88.4% of democrats believe that

climate change should be a concern for the government,
while only 41.3% of Republicans agreed with that
statement. In addition, people who classified
Independent and Not registered agreed with this
statement, by 74.3% and 88.1% respectively. There is a
statistically significant difference between the opinions
on government concern on climate change based on
party affiliation, where ² (6, n=500) = 95.86, p<0.01. This
is a moderate association where Phi =.437

• Based on our results, 84.6% of Democrats believe that
climate change is a result of human activities, while only
31.5% of Republicans believed that statement. In
addition, people who classified Independent and Not
registered agreed with this statement, by 65.3% and
81.4% respectively. There is a statistically significant
difference between the opinions on cause of climate
change based on party affiliation, where ² (3, n=500) =
93.77, p<0.01. This is a moderate association where Phi
=.433

• According to this study we can clearly see how one’s
party affiliation affects one’s personal beliefs on climate
change. This is very important because different policies
could be implemented depending on who is in office and
their political beliefs. It is also important to note the
effects that climate change can have on our environment,
especially considering things like rising ocean levels and
temperatures, which could lead to deadly natural
disasters for the future.
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