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Do people know what vaping is?
Do they have a negative, positive or 
neutral reaction towards vape clouds?  

Is vaping acceptable outside?

Introduction

• Vaping is the action of inhaling and exhaling 
vapor produced by an electronic cigarette or 
similar device that may or may not contain 
nicotine.

• The first e-cigarette (EC) was patented in 
1963, however has picked up much more 
popularity within the last 5-10 years.(1) 
Since research on effects of vaping is still 
relatively in the early stages, it is equally 
unclear how the public feels on the topic. 

• Initial research on vaping has shown that EC 
may be a safer alternative to smoking and a 
possible pathway to complete cessation of 
nicotine use.(2)

Method

• This study will be designed to explore the 
way students, faculty, and staff on a college 
campus feel about vaping and the vaping 
community, ideally contributing to 
institutional and/or public policy.

• A survey will be designed to collect data 
concerning opinions and beliefs around the 
act of vaping and exposure to e-cigarette 
vapor, including questions like “Do you know 
what vaping is?,” “Do you think vaping 
should be limited to outdoors only?” and ”Do 
you believe vaping is less harmful than 
cigarettes?” The survey will be pilot tested 
and validated.

• The survey will be distributed among 300 
students, faculty, and staff at Florida Atlantic 
University.
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• There have been no results published to 
date as this study has not yet been 
conducted.

Discussion

• We expect that students will have a more 
positive view on vaping because of the 
rising prevalence and popularity of EC use 
among youth. Whereas faculty and staff 
are expected to have a more negative 
view.

• We expect to find the general consensus 
on vaping to be that the act should be 
restricted to outdoor areas only unless in 
specialized indoor spaces like vape stores 
and smoke shops. 

• More than half of the participant group are 
expected to know what vaping is and at 
least a fifth are expected to have vaped 
before.

• It is expected that few participants know 
what is in vape e-liquids yet more than half 
will believe it to be a carcinogen.
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In 2014, 12.6% of adults had ever tried an 
e-cigarette even one time in their lifetimes, 
with use differing by sex, age, and race 
and Hispanic or Latino origin. (3)

About 3.7% of adults currently used e-
cigarettes every day or some days, with 
use differing by age and race and Hispanic 
or Latino origin. (3)


