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Why do people participate? 
What reason can someone have for 

becoming a terrorist?
What are other types of terrorism?

Introduction

• Terrorism is defined simply as the use of 
violence and intimidation in the pursuit of 
political aims. Terrorism, as of late, is 
connected to organizations to like al-Qaeda, 
and ISIS, because they are prominent 
pursuers of making statements to their 
enemies.

• Whether it is connected to a specific area, 
religion, or society, terrorism is used for many 
different aims and reasons. That brings up the 
question of why these terrorists organizations 
do these cruel things in today’s advanced 
world, and what benefits could the killings and 
beatings of many innocent people cause that 
would make them think that doing that sort of 
thing is excusable. 
- After much research, the possible reasons 
and benefits for the actions of terrorist 
organizations are the rise of capitalism, power 
from a political perspective, and struggles that 
are related to their religion. 

Causes

Capitalism
•As years past, Capitalism and Terrorism increased 
hand and hand and there is no ignoring it. The fact 
of the matter is that capitalism is all about trade and 
industry. If one cannot produce enough to sell, or 
trade, their market will die out and be of no use to 
help the people living in said area. For things like 
Capitalism to work, resources are needed, cheap 
labor is needed, and the person in charge must use 
the plan that minimizes their costs, while 
simultaneously increasing their gain in both capital 
and wealth. So when any competition is in progress, 
violence will always be a viable option to either 
assert a message to one’s competition, or simply 
attack them directly to not only keep the resources 
found to themselves, but also take more resources 
from the country in question.

Political Power

No ruler, or government wants the people living 
in the state that they govern to openly resist their 
polices or way of running the state. Acts of terrorism 
in the inside will put an end to this, while also making 
it look like a huge disaster, rather than an inside job 
of the government not accepting freedom of speech. 
This means that, in the smaller states, some people 
are forced to live in dire situations because of 
incompetent, radical rulers who believe the citizens 
should not be protected against anything because 
the ruler may want to use it on citizens him or 
herself. There are also situation where they went to 
be heard but they do not want to go to war with a 
more powerful country, so they will do surprise 
attack that the country will not be ready for, and 
impose their will on the innocent people of the state. 

Defense of religion
- One more reason someone may lean towards joining 

a terrorist organization is religion. A lot of religions encourage 
using violence if it means coming to the religion’s defense, 
and think they should do whatever’s necessary when it come’s 
to the defense of the faith. These radicals feel like these other 
locations are against them and they must not only attack the 
other locations but the innocent bystanders in said locations to 
really send a message. Whether a certain organization feel as 
though they are discriminated against, or they do not approve 
of what the other people believe in, they will attack and feel as 
though they are doing something right for their country.

Conclusions and Study Proposal

1.To be able to understand and attempt to solve the issues 
we the United States have with terrorists I offer a experiment 
involving individual interviews with people who publicly 
identify as Muslims. I chose Muslims in particular because in 
this day and age, Muslims are the ones experiencing the 
most abuse as a result of terrorism, because it is linked back 
to their religion.
2. I want to sit down with these people and ask them a dew 
things about terrorism. First I want to ask: What is the first 
word that comes to your mind when you hear the word 
“terrorist”? Then I want to ask: Have you ever experienced 
any discrimination because of your religion? Why do you 
think people do not recognize them as just 
extremists/radicals, and put others of the same ethnicity on 
the same boat? Do you think the U.S. did something to make 
them angry, or is it there radical beliefs? I want to be able to 
ask these people how they feel and how they think it can be 
resolved. 

Restrictions of Study and Analysis

1. Religion is difficult to explain when it comes to 
terrorism because there is a split of people who 
believe it is related and unrelated. People speak 
about how it is natural for say, a Muslim to 
violent and aggressive when it comes to 
defending religion. Some even speculate that 
religion is used as a excuse for when Muslims 
want to attack. They feel as thought they justify 
their violent nature by claiming they are fighting 
for their religion. There is no undisputable proof 
of any of this. 

2. The project mainly focuses on groups such as 
ISIS or Al-Qaeda, because these groups are the 
ones that are relevant currently. This doesn’t 
mean that groups that contain Muslims are the 
only types of terrorism, because in earlier times, 
the Irish Republican Army were terrorists, and 
were focused on driving the British from their 
country with offensive attacks.

3. My study involves many individual interviews 
with people who identify as Muslims to see their 
perspective on the whole situation. This is 
flawed because I may get people who do not 
care for it, and my sample size may be to small, 
and to specific to find people for. It’s also a 
delicate issue, and some Muslims may not want 
to provide their opinion. 
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