
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Introduction to Interview 

 
Pearl City is an African American Community located in Boca Raton between Northeast Tenth 
Street to north of Glades Road between Dixie and Federal Highways.  Today, Pearl City is one of 
Boca Raton’s designated historic districts 
 
This interview is one in a series conducted from 1984-85 by sociologist Dr. Arthur Evans of Florida 
Atlantic University.  The information gathered from these interviews was used for the compilation of 
“Pearl City, An Analysis of the Folk History” by Sharon Wells, The Spanish River Papers, v. XV 
(1986-87) and the book Pearl City, Florida: A Black Community Remembers, by Dr. Arthur S. 
Evans, Jr. and David Lee (1990). 
 
For additional information concerning Pearl City go to the Boca Raton Historical Society’s website, 
www.bocahistory.org, select the Boca Raton’s History page, then select Spanish River, Vol. 15. 
 
Mr. Amos Jackson, who now lives in Pompano Beach, FL but was born in Boca Raton, FL, is 
Superintendent of the City of Boca Raton’s Department of Parks and Recreation. 
 
 
 

Amos Jackson 
Interview on Pearl City:  1984 – 1985 

 
 
 

Biography: 
 

Amos Jackson’s father was born and raised in Alabama, his mother in Marianna, Florida.  They 
came to south Florida for the construction work available in Miami, but shortly after moved their 
family to Boca Raton.  By 1929 Amos’ father had started gardening at some of the estates in Boca 
Raton.  He worked at the Nelson estate on A1A for many years, which was just to the north of the 
pavilion beach, and in later years came to be Smitty’s Driftwood Club. 
   
Amos was born in 1932 in the house the family was living in on Sugar Hill, which is now Glades 
Road and NW 4th Avenue.  He grew up with a brother and two sisters.  Amos attended  
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Amos Jackson 
 
 
I: Mr. Jackson, I want to start a little bit with your parents.  Could you tell me where they 

came from? 
 
AJ: Yes, my father was born and raised in Dallas County, Alabama.  It’s near Dothan, Alabama 

but, of course, it’s a world away.  My mother is from Marianna, Florida; she was born and 
grew up there.  And that’s Jackson County in northwest Florida. 

 
I: Now why did they come to Boca Raton? 
 
AJ: Well, my father came down a year ahead of my mother and my brother and two sisters; he 

came down during the building boom in 1925. 
 
I: Now what was he leaving?  I mean what type of occupation or jobs? 
 
AJ: To my knowledge at that time he was doing what they called turpentine work, and I’m not 

fully familiar with turpentine work.  I’ve heard about it all my life but I’ve not been around it. 
But he was doing turpentine work. 

 
I: What did you say, he was leaving Alabama? 
 
AJ: He left Marianna. 
 
I: Would you say he was leaving that to come to Boca Raton because of better pay or more 

money? 
 
AJ: More money.  I’m sure you’ve heard of and have some knowledge of the “boom” as they 

called it; back in ’25 I believe it was.  He first came to Miami with the construction boom 
and he worked there for a few months, and then he moved back to Boca Raton. 

 
I: Did he ever mention to you what made Boca Raton so attractive?  I mean, why didn’t he 

stay in Miami? 
 
AJ: Not really.  I get the feeling through conversations with him, he just didn’t like the city life. 

There was a lot of murdering and robbery going on and I don’t think that was his type of 
life.  He, of course, was a country boy.  He came back to Boca Raton and started to do 
farm work. 

 
I: Now this was his first job in Boca Raton, the farm work? 
 
AJ: Yes. 
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I: Then later he was involved in the building boom or was he involved in the building boom in 
Miami first? 

 
AJ: He was involved in the building boom in Miami first.  When he left Marianna he went 

straight to Miami and worked there during the building boom doing construction, and from 
Miami he moved up to Boca Raton. 

 
I: Now when did your mother come to Florida? 
 
AJ: She came down in the latter part of 1925. 
 
I: 1925.  Now, was he still in Miami then? 
 
AJ: No, he was here; he was in Boca Raton. 
 
I: Now when he came to Boca Raton where did he live? 
 
 AJ: Well, that was before I was born but my brother, I’m sure, will give you more information.                                                               

I  don’t know the first place they lived; but then the second place they moved to was on a 
farm called Holiness Farm. 

 
I: Holiness Farm? 
 
AJ: Yeah, I’m not sure how to spell it. 
 
I: I’ve heard of Butts and Yamato, but never heard of Holiness Farm.  Now where was that 

located? 
 
AJ: That was up in . . . that was before I was born also.  That was up in northwest Boca Raton 

which is, I think, is in the area of where Patch Reef Park is now.  Somewhere in that 
location. 

 
I: Did he also work on other farms too? 
 
AJ: Not to my knowledge.  Only the Holiness Farm that he worked on, other than some patch 

farming that he done in later years after I was born. 
 
I: Now you were born in what year? 
 
AJ: Thirty-two. 
 
I: Now, where were you born? 
 
AJ: Okay, 1928 when my father and my parents were living at the Holiness Farm . . . you 

heard of the 1928 storm . . . or hurricane came through? 
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I: Uh huh. 
 
AJ: Well, it destroyed the home that they were living in.  At this time they moved over to what 

is now Glades Road and NW 4th Avenue in 1928.  And then I was born there in 1932 on 
Glades  Road and what is NW 4th Avenue.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
I: Is this the area they called Sugar Hill? 
 
AJ: Yes, that’s Sugar Hill. 
 
I: That’s what everybody keeps telling me.  Do you know why they called it Sugar Hill? 
 
AJ: You know I was thinking last night because I knew I had an appointment with you this 

morning.  It’s strange, I never knew, really factually knew, why it was called Sugar Hill.  
The only thing I gather and I think I’ve heard this along growing up.  On 4th Avenue and 
Glades Road was a low area and that’s the area where I was born, that property.  And just 
up the hill there, which would probably be Fifth Avenue although that’s not a street there, 
there was a big pile or a mound or hill; nothing but white sand, beautiful sand.  Even 
though there was a home built up there, I take from that that’s why it was called Sugar Hill  
. . . because it was white as sugar. 

 
I: Did your parents own that property or what? 
 
AJ: No, I’ll be frank; I don’t know who owned it.  I don’t even know if there was an owner at the 

time; a private owner that is. 
 
I: Well, how did they get on it?  I mean today it’s hard for me to conceptualize how a person 

could get on it. 
 
AJ: I think in those days that if there was a vacant home . . . and all these homes were old  

shacks . . . if there was a vacant home there, you just move in it.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
I: You just move in and nobody would say anything? 
 
AJ: There was no rent to pay or no share cropping or whatever. 
 
I: In ’32, or in the ‘30s, certainly that was a very tough time for most Americans as it was the 

depression.  What did your Dad do during those years?  Do you remember? 
 
AJ: I believe it was 1929 my father started to do gardener work, lawn work around some of the 

estates in Boca Raton. 
 
I: Near A1A and places like that? 
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AJ: On A1A there was a big estate over there that was owned by a Mr. Nelson.  I don’t recall 
his first name.  My father, for as long as I can remember, he was working on that estate.  
In the later years that building came on to be Smitty’s Driftwood Club, which was a 
restaurant.  And now South Beach Park, one of the parks that I have responsibility for 
maintaining; yeah, it takes up that property.  From ’29 until he died in ’56 he was a 
gardener. 

 
I: What did your mother do? 

 
AJ: My mother worked off and on from the fields, the bean fields, to domestic work.  And in the 

later years in the ‘40s she worked on the military base here on Boca Raton Field; and, of 
course, she done some restaurant work.  So she was a domestic worker. 

 
I: Now I know you have one brother; do you have any more brothers and sisters? 
 
AJ: Just the one brother and there were two sisters.  My older sister have passed. 
 
I: And the younger one is still in Boca Raton? 
 
AJ: She lives in Delray, Louise. 
 
I: What schools did you go to? 
 
AJ: I attended Pearl City Colored School, it was called at the time; and later it was called 

Roadman Elementary.  But I attended when it was Pearl City. 
 
I: People often mention that.  Now was Roadman and Pearl City, were they different 

buildings or different structures? 
 
AJ: Same building. 
 
I: Same building, just different names? 
 
AJ: Different names. 
 
I: Now where was that? 
 
AJ: The front was on Glades Road and Dixie Highway, really.  The front faced Dixie Highway 

and I guess the building was sitting back off Dixie, I’m guessing a 100 to 150 feet along 
Glades Road and Dixie Highway.  Actually it was between Dixie Manor and Tom’s 
Barbecue, on the north side of Glades Road. 

 
I: Now, about how large was this building? 
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AJ: There were three classrooms and a small library and a kitchen area; and, of course, there 
were restrooms.  In size you mean, in square footage? 

 
I: About, if you can give me that. 
 
AJ: I’m gonna guess.  Maybe 7,500 square feet, I’m guessing. 
 
I: Do you remember any of the teachers there? 
 
AJ: Yes, the first teacher was Mrs. Ashley; and again, I’m bad at first names because I was 

very small then.  And then there was Professor O.K. Mitchell; he was principal there.  Mrs. 
Green; I don’t recall, I think it was Lillian Green.  I don’t remember, but I do know her last 
name was Mrs. Green.  Annie Mae Walker.  There was another teacher there, Walker, 
taught while I was in school there.  There was also one of the Mizell sisters.  You may 
have heard of the Mizell’s in Ft. Lauderdale . . . Dr. Mizell.  There’s this prominent family 
and one of the sisters worked there.  One of the Callures [Collier ?] out of West Palm 
Beach, Ann Callure; she also was a teacher there.  And then in the later years there were 
teachers there after I was long gone into high school. 

 
I: Do you think there’s been a big change in the discipline administered by teachers than it is 

today?  Did teachers take a lot of misbehaving from students back when you were in 
school?  Was it pretty tough?  Did they spank you back then or did they suspend you? 

 
AJ: I think they had more control then than they have now, because there are certain strict 

laws now in the schools.  Years ago they would get the rod real fast and put us in line.  I 
think they had more controls over the kids.  Sometimes I’d think some of them may have 
abused it. 

 
I: One of the things that I can’t find out is where did the kids who lived on Butts Farm, where 

did they go to school? 
 
AJ: Originally they had a elementary school on the farm.  Now later they closed that school 

and, of course, they were bused into Pearl City. 
 
I: But wasn’t it awfully crowded when they started getting bused into Pearl City? 
 
AJ: Well, yes, it was crowded in a sense that one teacher probably had three or four classes in 

the same room.  At one time, I believe, Mrs. Ashley had to teach from first to eighth grade. 
 
I: Now how did that work?  How would a person do something like that, teach from first to 

eighth grade? 
 
AJ: We, at that time we thought it was good training, but I’m sure there was some problems 

where we got left out along the road somewhere.  We got a lot of books passed down to us  
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from the white schools.  We was always behind the white schools, of course.  Some of our 
black teachers at that time were only high school graduates and it could have been true in 
the white schools; I didn’t know because there was deep segregation at that time. 

 
I: How’d you make it during the depression?  Did everybody pull together? 
 
AJ: Frankly, I don’t remember a whole lot about the depression.  As you know, people think of 

the depression with Hoover and he went out of office in ’32; and I was born in ’32.  I 
remember President Roosevelt, but I don’t remember anything about Hoover or Hoover 
days, as they call it.  I don’t recall any real tough times as far as my family was concerned. 
And what I mean by that, we didn’t have a fancy home or fancy cars but I never recall 
having any problems with having food on the table or clothing to wear.  Upon my time 
growing up we had a fairly good home life. 

 
I: I’ve talked to some people, for example Mrs. Martin, and she said that one of the things 

that they’d always do was turn an alligator.  Go down to some canal and get an alligator, or 
there was always the beach where you could fish and there were always fruit on the trees. 
So there really wasn’t much of a problem in terms of food. 

 
AJ: We used to turn sea turtles.  I’ve never eaten alligator; I’ve never had a piece.  I’ve always 

wanted a piece.  I hear it’s very good, but I’ve never eaten alligator.  But, again, my 
parents was country people and they liked the old common foods.  There was a lot of 
common wild food around.  My father used to go out and kill rabbits in the morning.  By the 
time I’d get out of bed he would have killed two, cleaned them and my mother was cooking 
them.  Quails, and, of course, they was from the country in Alabama and Marianna and 
they loved possums; I didn’t like them. 

 
I: The house there in Sugar Hill, was this a farm? 
 
AJ: No, it wasn’t a farm. 
 
I: Did you have any animals or anything like that, like chickens or something? 
 
AJ: Well, I don’t recall any chickens at Sugar Hill. 
 
I: Pigs? 
 
AJ: My father, later he grew up several chickens in Pearl City, after we moved over in Pearl 

City.  But I don’t recall; my brother may remember because he’s eight years older than I 
am.  I don’t recall any chickens on Sugar Hill.  I was born in ’32 on Sugar Hill and we 
moved to Pearl City in ’37.  I don’t remember a whole lot about Sugar Hill.  Even though 
Sugar Hill was there when we left and we used to go back over there and fish or swim in 
the canal, the El Rio Canal. That was part of our play area, Sugar Hill. 
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I: Now would you say Sugar Hill at that time was like being out in the sticks, like way out in 
the woods?   Was that the way it was in Boca Raton? 

 
AJ: If there was a such thing as sticks. 
 
I: I mean, you know, way out there in the country; I mean way out. 
 
AJ: It was in the sticks. 
 
I: It wasn’t anything beyond that, was it? 
 
AJ: Well, Butts Farm was further west. The farming areas was farther to the west; they were 

near 441, Highway 441.  Butts Farm, there was Strickland Farm that a lot of us used to go 
in the fields and pick beans.  Most of your farms up and down the east coast were on the 
441 area. 

 
I: How did you get to 441? 
 
AJ: I recall many times my mother and us would walk to Butts Farm.  We walked there many 

times and walked back.  In the later years Butts had a truck come into Pearl City, 
Deerfield, Delray, different areas and picked up the farm laborers and hauled them out to 
the farm and bring them back at night. 

 
I: Was there a road?  I know Glades Road; that’s recent isn’t it? 
 
AJ: Well it was a road there.  It certainly wasn’t called Glades Road at the time, but it was a 

road where Glades Road is now.  It was rock; it wasn’t paved.  It was all rock and it went 
past Butts, all the way out to Highway 441. 

 
I: Now how would that work when the truck would come in?  Would the people gather 

around? 
 
AJ: People would gather around.  We had a store there; actually, right where Mrs. Martin’s 

home is now.  I don’t know if you’ve been to her home.  But, anyways, there was a store 
there; the store owner’s name was Willie Wright and this is where the people would gather  
in the morning.  They knew what time the trucks would be there and they’d gather there at 
this little grocery store.  And this is where they would load up on the bean trucks and head 
to Butts Farm or Strickland Farm. 

 
I: Now, when they would get on these trucks was it like say migrant workers sometimes 

today, a guy will come out and point people and those would get on the truck.  Or would 
you know you were going to work that next day, or what? 

 
 
 

- 7 - 



AJ: It was free to anyone to go to the fields as long as there was a little work out there.  In the 
later years these migrant workers started to work for contractors, and this contractor would 
pretty much hand pick the people; and a lot of times he had a certain number of people he 
would carry out to the fields.  But during this time I’m speaking of now, a truck would come 
in to Pearl City or any other town really and the farm hands would just load up.  They didn’t 
say I want 50 people.  They didn’t say I got a load now no one else can get on.  As many 
people could pack on that truck could get on. 

 
I: So women would get on and men would get on? 
 
AJ: Women, men, children. 
 
I: Children too? 
 
AJ: Oh yeah. 
 
I: Butts Farm, what did they grow out there? 
 
AJ: String beans. 
 
I: String beans. 
 
AJ: That was the big market in south Florida, string beans. 
 
I: So you would pick beans.  How much would you get paid? 
 
AJ: I can, I think I can go back as far as . . . we picked beans in bushel baskets and I can recall 

when they were paying ten cents a basket.  They went up from ten cents; the last I heard 
was maybe $2 a basket because I wasn’t working in the fields at the time. 

 
I: How long would it take to pick a basket of beans, or would that depend on the individual? 
 
AJ: It would depend on the individual. 
 
I: How long would it take you? 

 
AJ: A basket of beans for me would probably take me half an hour.  Some people would pick a 

basket of beans in ten minutes.  I don’t care how good the beans were, how plentiful they 
were, I don’t ever recall picking more than ten bushels of beans in a day.  My wife, which I 
didn’t know at the time, she could pick as many as fifty bushels in a day.  And I did know 
people who could do that. I didn’t know my wife at the time when she was picking beans 
but I understand that she could pick fifty bushels of beans, easy, if the beans were 
plentiful.  Now I’ve been in the fields while they were plentiful, but the best I could do was 
ten. 
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I: About how old were you when you remembered first going into the fields to pick the 
beans? 

 
 AJ: I imagine I was five years old.  There were times when my mother used to carry me into 

the fields.  I wasn’t really required to pick beans; I was there more or less to be looked 
after rather than to be left home alone. 

 
I: How old were you when you stopped picking beans? 
 
AJ: I guess I was around 18. 
 
I: 18? 
 
AJ: Uh huh.  I never really . . . again, I had a fairly decent home life; I was never really forced 

or required to go to the fields.  All my bean picking was on my own pretty much other than 
when, like I said,  when I would go out with my mother to be looked after; where I could be                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
where she could see me rather than being left at home or left with someone else that she 
had to pay to keep me.  

 
But there was a lot of kids who had to go to the fields.  That was a requirement from their 
parents.  They must go out.  But luckily my father was a gardener, again during my time 
growing up, and he made a fairly good salary for blacks; and, of course, my mother 
contributed by working in the bean fields and doing other domestic work.  We had nothing 
fancy but, again, they didn’t really force us to go in the fields. 

 
I: So, would you say the money that you made was basically for extra spending money for 

yourself? 
 
AJ: For myself. 
 
I: I’ve heard of people sometimes . . . the kids, the whole family workin’, and when they get 

paid, they’d all put their money together in order to make it.  But it wasn’t so in your family 
so much? 

 
AJ: No.  All of my growing up, no matter what type work I was involved in, the money was 

mine.  My parents never really forced me.  Maybe they should have, but they never forced 
me to bring money.  But, fortunately, after I got to be a young man and was working on 
fairly decent jobs I always looked out for my family.  They didn’t have to force me to know I 
should do these things. 

 
I: What did a young black kid either in elementary or junior high school do in Pearl City or 

Sugar Hill?  What did you do for fun or pleasure? 
 
AJ: You mean after school and during the summer months? 
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I: Yes. 
 
AJ: There was really nothing much to do other than we used to go to Delray.  Most of the 

young boys, the girls didn’t go up as much as we would go, but we would go up to Delray 
to the movies.  That was the big thing. 

 
I: Where was the movie? 
 
AJ: On Northwest 5th Avenue in Delray. 
 
I: I’m sure you played some sports like baseball and football. 
 
AJ: Baseball, yes.  I played baseball and football.  But football, of course, was high school. 
 
I: Mr. James mentioned that during his time, he didn’t specify the year, but he said during his 

time there was something called the Pearl City Baseball Team.  Are you familiar with that? 
 
AJ: Oh yeah.  He played.  I don’t remember much about Henry, Mr. James, playing baseball 

‘cause he’s a much older man than I am.  I heard a lot about him and I do recall seeing him 
play ball once or twice, maybe a couple of times.  But I was very small and he was a young 
man at that time, but he was quite a ball player. 

 
I: Where did they play here in Boca Raton?  Where were the games? 
 
AJ: When I first knew of a ball field, we played or they did, Mr. James played; and, of course, I 

played in the same area later.  I don’t know if you know of the area where Delray Screen  
. . . you know where Liberty Glass is on Dixie Highway? 

 
I: Uh huh. 
 
AJ: Okay It’s directly west of Liberty Glass, west of the railroad tracks.  We used to walk up 

Dixie Highway to the area where Liberty Glass is and then walk across the railroad tracks, 
go across the tracks, we had a little path there.  The minute we crossed the tracks, there  
was a little ditch runnin’ along the railroad tracks; the minute we get across the ditch we 
were in the outfield of our baseball field.  Now Mr. James also played on another area,                                                                                                                                                                                
which is where Wendy’s is now . . . Wendy’s hamburger joint here on Federal Highway.  
Now they played there, but I was too young or probably wasn’t even born, to remember 
that.  Again, the first ball field I knew of was across the track, west of the tracks there.  Mr. 
James played there and some of the other older fellows that some are dead and gone; 
they owned that field and in the later years I’ve taken it. 

 
I: Now where did you go to high school? 
 
AJ: Carver High School in Delray. 
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I: And that was an all black school at the time? 
 
AJ: All black school. 
 
I: And you graduated from Carver? 
 
AJ: Yes. 
 
I: In what year, do you remember? 
 
AJ: In 1951. 
 
I: In 1951.  That was the year I was born. 
 
AJ: Is that right? 
 
I: Were you bused to Carver? 
 
AJ: We were bused to Carver, yes.  Now my oldest sister, Ada, graduated from Carver; as a 

matter of fact she was in the first senior class to graduate from Carver High School.    
There was only five students in that class, four girls and one boy.  But she had to live, 
wha’d we call it, boarding school? 

 
I: Boarding school. 
 
AJ: Boarding school, yeah.  She had to live with a lady, a retired teacher by the name of Mrs. 

Bright, at the time because there was no transportation to bus her up there to Delray. 
 
I: While she may have not had transportation, did the whites have transportation in Boca to 

go to school?  Were they bused or was it just that blacks weren’t bused? 
 
AJ: You know I’m not really sure.  Again, when Ada graduated from high school in ’39, I was  
 born in ’32, I just remember vaguely a little bit about her high school years.  I’m not sure 

what was going on with the whites at that time, but I don’t recall seeing buses. 
 
I:  When you were in high school, did the black schools ever play the white schools in sports                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 or anything? 
 
AJ: Oh no, no. 
 
I: Were there any sports?  I guess I should ask that question. 
 
AJ: Yes, after I was in high school our first year of football was 1947 at Carver High School. 
 
I: I think that’s where Mrs. Martin is teaching now, at Carver. 
 

- 11 - 



AJ: Yes, she’s at Carver Middle now. 
 
I: It’s middle?  Is that the same Carver that you went to?  The same school? 
 
AJ: Not the same building.  Well, they moved Carver High; are you familiar with Spady 

Elementary? 
 
I: Yes. 
 
AJ: Okay.  That was Carver when I was there and, of course, Mrs. Martin went to Carver also. 

But in later years they made Carver, the old Carver, Spady Elementary and they moved 
Carver High over to what is now Carver Middle.  But I was long gone before that time. 

 
I: So were there all black teachers there at Carver? 
 
AJ: All black teachers and all black students. 
 
I: I just want to go back for just a second or two to this air force base.  What did that air force 

base mean for you and your family?  Did you have to move or anything like that? 
 
AJ: No, we didn’t but there were other blacks who had to move because of the base coming 

here.  We had moved again; we had moved to Pearl City in 1937.  My father had 
purchased some property there, which is now where Tom’s Barbeque is.  That’s where I 
grew up on that property.  I just passed there yesterday and looked at a lime tree that my 
father planted; it’s still there, right in Tom’s back door almost.  But the army base didn’t 
come in here until ’42; at least it didn’t open until ’42.  I guess they started building it in ’40 
or ’41, but they opened up in 1942 . . . the base.  Well, we had already moved into Pearl 
City.  There were other people who had to move out of the area because of the 
government taking over that property. 

 
I: Where did they go? 
 
AJ: Some of them moved into Pearl City.  Most of the people on this Sugar Hill side moved into 

Pearl City.  We had another black community north of 51st Street, north of Yamato Road  
that we called “Yammatoe”.  The majority of them moved to Delray although they were in 
the city limits of Boca Raton.  They moved to Delray, plus, I guess they were about as 
close to Delray, maybe a mile or two closer to Delray than they were Pearl City.  Then, of 
course, Delray had more Bahamian people than Pearl City; Pearl City didn’t have a lot of 
Bahamian people. 

 
I: How was the reaction of whites to Pearl City residents as far as the police were 

concerned?  Mostly cordial, or what?  I remember . . . I keep forgetting.  I don’t know this 
guy’s name; he was a Commissioner, City Police Commissioner or Chief? 

 
AJ: Here in Boca? 
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I: Yes, some mean guy. 
 
AJ: We had a police chief here, Chief Brown. 
 
I: Brownie.  Yeah, Brownie. 
 
AJ: Brownie.  He was pretty tough.  The typical southern white policeman at that time.  

Frankly, I was afraid of him and I think all black kids were afraid of him.  He was chief here 
for more than 30 some years; I believe it was something like 36 years.  He was Chief of 
Police in Boca Raton.  And in the later years when he mellowed and, of course, he came 
into some money, I guess, there wasn’t a finer person.  I think most of the blacks that knew 
him over the years was very fond of him.  He’d taken care of the old time blacks in Pearl 
City, those that he’d known for many, many years.  He was very fond of them.  But in the 
younger days, in the early days when he first came here, he was tough.  And that was true 
of all the black communities.  There was always one mean tough policeman. 

 
Deerfield had a chief down there they called Stewart.  He carried a bull whip.  Ft. 
Lauderdale had a couple sheriffs, the Clark brothers.  Bob and Walter Clark; very tough on 
black people.  There was another councilman; Roadriders we called them.  Captain Wright 
some people called them.  Very tough.  Delray had a policeman who later became chief 
who was known to blacks as Bobzike.  His name was Jimmy Granthen.  But for some 
reason blacks always gave them nicknames. 

 
I: In Pearl City, as far as you can remember, were there any businesses or anything like that 

that were owned by blacks? 
 
AJ: Yeah, there was a few grocery stores.  We*ll, there was one little grocery store owned by 

the Wright Family and, of course, the Spains opened up . . . 
 
I: Wright?  Was this Tom Wright? 
 
AJ: No, not related at all to my knowledge.  This was Willie Wright and Mary Wright.  And, of 

course, Mary’s mother, Mrs. Miller, was the first owner and she passed and Mrs. Wright 
and her husband kept the store. This was a little small grocery store where we could buy 
cookies and candy and cold drinks and lunch meat and can goods . . .  this type of thing.  
And later the Spain family opened up a little . . . I guess you would call it a little dancing 
hall.  They had a juke box, and I believe they sold wine there in later years. 

 
I: Was this Spain family any relation to Mr. George Spain? 
 
AJ: Yes, his brother; his oldest brother opened it up, Collin Spain. 
 
I: So you had the Wright’s place and you had the Spain’s place; anything else? 
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AJ: That was about it. 
 
I: Where would you go if you wanted to buy liquor, or stuff like that, at this point? 
 
AJ: Mostly Deerfield.  
 
I: Deerfield, uh huh. 
 
AJ: That was about the closest place.  Boca Raton also had liquor.  There was Zims’ Bar, 

which the building is still there now just on the south side of Royal Palm Way; which is 
between those Zims’ buildings and Big Daddy’s. 

 
I: Did they ever get together, the community, to have picnics or parties . . .  anything like 

that? 
 
AJ: Oh, yeah.  Well, our churches used to constantly have what we called box parties.  This 

was just the matter of raising money.  The women would fix a box and the man would buy 
their box and, of course, they would eat and share the box together.  But it was a way of 
having entertainment and raising money for the church.  

 
And, of course, on the 4th of July, and we used to celebrate the 20th of May here.  That’s 
the day that we were told that the slaves were freed.  It’s strange, I’ve talked to several 
blacks in Delray and Pompano, close by, that don’t remember that. The 20th of May was a 
big day to us.  We’d have big baseball games, picnics on the beach and Collin Spain used 
to carry his juke box, or piccolo as we called it, on the beach; and he had a generator and 
they called it a dynamo at the time that would provide the electrical service for the box.  
We used to have music on the beach, swimming, ice cream, and sandwiches.  Later on in 
the day we would have baseball games. 
 

I: On the beach during your earlier years . . .  I guess you’d know more about this better than 
I do; when could blacks go on the beach?  I guess they could always go on the beach, but  
when could they go on it equally?  I mean, any place whites could go on the beach?  Was 
there discrimination? 

 
AJ: Oh yeah, definitely.  We had our colored beach and they had their white beach.  Now this 

was up and down the south also.  But when the beaches were integrated, when blacks and 
whites started to go to the same beach, this was done during Dr. Martin Luther King’s civil 
rights movement in the ‘50s.  I guess the early ‘50s. 

 
I: Where did blacks get onto the beach before the civil rights movement? 
 
AJ: The colored beach it was called was, the first one I knew of was what is now Spanish River 

Park. Then in the later years, I don’t remember why they moved this from up there, they 
moved us down to what is Red Reef Park now or what used to be a turkey shoot in the 
earlier years.  The white people used to go there and shoot for turkeys on Thanksgiving.  
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I: At the beach? 
 
AJ: Yes. 
 
I: Blacks didn’t do that? 
 
AJ: They couldn’t participate. 
 
I: They couldn’t participate.  But then was there much of a big ruckus when the beaches 

were opened to blacks? 
 
AJ: In Boca Raton we didn’t have any problem at all.  That’s the one thing about the civil rights 

movement.  We never, in Boca Raton, we didn’t have to have wade ins and sit ins; this 
type of thing never occurred in Boca.  The schools integrated very smoothly and I think a 
lot of that is due to because the community was so small.  Now in some of the big black 
areas there were problems, and I can understand that.  If you have more people, you’re 
going to have more problems. 

 
I: Do you think that’s the reason why there is such a difference in the way blacks are treated 

in, say, Delray versus blacks in Boca Raton?  I read the paper and I’m always hearing 
about Delray and the police and the blacks.  In Boca Raton you get some antagonism, but 
not the kind that you get in Delray; and I was wondering if you knew what the cause of that 
was? 

 
AJ: I think a lot of it is due to the size of the black community.  Boca Raton appeared to . . . as 

they started to grow, they didn’t ever want the black community to grow either.  I know 
there were several blacks, including myself . . . that’s one reason I’m in Pompano now . . .  
who thought there should have been some other grounds set aside for blacks, because 
during that time when I moved to Pompano there was no integrated homes.  I’ve been in 
Pompano 24 years now and there was no integrated homes at that time.  Because I 
certainly would have lived here but I bought a home in Pompano with the thought of 
someday moving back to Boca; and 24 years have passed and I’m still in Pompano. 

 
I: I guess you did try to buy in Boca in some other place besides Pearl City? 
 
AJ: Well no; I didn’t try because at that time there was no need to try.  Just 24 years ago I 

couldn’t buy anywhere else but in Pearl City. 
 
I: Now you say you couldn’t buy.  Were there laws against blacks buying or people just 

wouldn’t sell? 
 
AJ: I can’t truthfully say there were laws in the books that you couldn’t sell to a black; I can’t 

truthfully say that.  But blacks just wasn’t gonna go and ask to buy.  I’m sure no one would 
have sold to them; I have no doubt about that. 
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I: So you felt you just had a better chance in Pompano to get a  . . . 
 
AJ: Well, I moved into a black community over there; this was the same thing up and down the 

east coast at that time.  I couldn’t have gone to Delray or even West Palm Beach or to 
Miami and moved in a white community either.  Not 24 years ago. 

 
I: Was the same thing true in Boca Raton of getting jobs?  Like the position that you’re in 

today; obviously you are working with whites and so forth.  Back then when you were 
buying a house, was it also difficult for a black man to be in the position that you are in 
today? 

 
AJ: There was no doubt it.  When I started to work with the city; I’ve been with the city 25 years 

now, will be this May.  I started from the ground as a laborer and I worked my way up to 
Superintendent.  But, of course, by going to college at night . . . that helped. 

 
I: What college did you go to? 
 
AJ: I graduated from Broward Junior College.  I went to college late; I was married when I 

started college.  And, then I had one year at FAU. 
 
I: Now, let me ask you a few more questions.  What happened when people got sick in Pearl 

City?  People were so sick that they needed a doctor?  With the segregation, 
discrimination and all, were there doctors for blacks to see?  Did they even bother or did 
they just try to cure themselves, or what? 

 
AJ: Well, I’m sure back in those days when I was very small, and even before my time, blacks 

believed a lot in home remedies.  Yes, there were doctors, but not in Boca Raton; and I 
don’t believe Deerfield at the time had a doctor.  I don’t recall, not when I was very small. 
Delray had doctors, I believe one or two; and of course Pompano had two or three doctors. 
That was the closest.  Now, of course, Ft. Lauderdale and West Palm; but we had to go to 
Delray or Deerfield to doctors. 

 
I: Now, suppose you were so sick you had to go to the hospital? 
 
AJ: Okay, they had a black hospital that was in West Palm Beach called Pine Ridge. 
 
I: And it was all black? 
 
AJ: All black, it was in the black community. 
 
I: Did they have black doctors on the staff? 
 
AJ: White doctors say, I’m not sure if it was true, that they weren’t called the name of a doctor; 

but they worked like doctors.  I never had a member of my family to be admitted to Pine  
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Ridge but I would imagine that a white doctor would go in there if you were his patient.  Of 
course, whites could go anywhere they wanted.  So I’m sure they could go in there if they 
wanted. 

 
I: So if you were really sick it was a long ride up there? 
 
AJ: I’m sure that’s why some people died because of that reason, I would think; the long ride to 

West Palm Beach.  And Ft. Lauderdale also had a black hospital. 
 
I: Now, if a person was so sick that they died, who would handle the funeral arrangements 

and things like that for blacks? 
 
AJ: Coleman Funeral Home in West Palm Beach at that time; then the later years, I guess 

after I was a young man, Coleman moved to Delray.  At first he was in Delray when I was 
very small; and then he moved his business to West Palm Beach, and he would take care 
of practically all of Palm Beach County.  I believe at the time he was probably the only 
black funeral director in Palm Beach County.  I could be wrong; I don’t recall anyone else 
unless there was another one out in the Belle Glade area.  I don’t know who was out there 
at that time, but I got a feeling that Coleman didn’t have a funeral home out there but he 
used to serve that area. 

 
I: He must have died a very wealthy man? 
 
AJ: I don’t really think so.  I don’t know for sure, but I don’t think he had a lot of money.  He 

may have made a lot of money over the years. 
 

I: I mean for a black man handling so many . . .  you say from West Palm to Deerfield 
maybe? 

 
AJ: Yes, even into Deerfield. 
 
I: That’s a lot of people. 
 
AJ: I did hear he was paid many times with property.  People didn’t have money to pay him for 

funeral services, so they would give him a piece of property.  Sometimes he never got his 
money.  But, I guess he done pretty well because he always had very nice looking 
equipment for his limousines and ambulance.  He had a very lovely funeral home in West 
Palm Beach, which is still there I guess.  It’s old now but it was a beautiful building back in 
those days.  So, I guess he done pretty well. 

 
I: You got older, you graduated from high school, and then you got married.  What would it 

be like for a young man courting?  What would you do, where would you take her?  You 
mentioned earlier that “Well, the war wasn’t nothin’ new”; but, what if you were trying to 
impress a young lady, show off . . . what would you do? 
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AJ: Well, if you was datin’ a girl in Pearl City, it was really no where to take her in Pearl City. 
Naturally, a young girl couldn’t go in the beer and wine joint that Collin Spain had there. 
There was another guy ended up with the building in the later years; I still was a young 
fellow.  I don’t recall his name; we called him Black Mack.  He was from West Palm Beach, 
but he ended up running the joint.   

 
But we couldn’t take . . . even a young teenage boy couldn’t go in those joints.  It was 
nothing to do but go to church.  The parents at that time was fairly strict on young girls, and 
you couldn’t take a young girl to Delray to the movies. For one reason, you didn’t have 
transportation. 

 
I: You mentioned earlier, though, that you would go to Delray for a movie.  So, how would 

you get there? 
 
AJ: Well, we would hitch hike; the boys would.  We’d get out and catch a truck or car.  And 

later, when I first entered into my teens . . . I guess 13 or 14 . . . the guy who owned the 
theatre in Delray lived in Ft. Lauderdale, and he would come through Pearl City every 
evening and we would be waiting for him.  And, of course, he would load us up in the trunk 
of his car and the inside . . . we’d be all over that car . . . and haul us into Delray and bring 
us back.  And a lot of us was datin’ these girls in Delray; that was our means of getting to 
Delray.  Most of the times we would go to the movies, but we also had a chance to see our 
girlfriends. 

 
I: Now the movie in Delray, was that just for blacks? 
 
AJ: Just for blacks. 
 
I: Do you remember the name of that movie? 
 
AJ: I don’t believe it had a name. 
 
I: Just called it a movie, huh? 
 
AJ: I guess we did.  I know Ft. Lauderdale was the Loveland Theatre and West Palm Beach 

was, uh, I can’t recall the name of that theatre.  But as many times as I’ve been to the 
movies in Delray, I don’t recall the name of the theatre.  Apparently it didn’t have any 
‘cause I don’t recall seeing a name in front of it like the Loveland.  We’d call it Case 
Theatre because the owner was name Case; his last name was Case [Howard Case]. 

 
I: Now I’ve noticed, just talking to a few people that I have been able to talk to that they have 

a very high, I think, success rate of blacks.  Well, not very high, but there were a lot of 
people of blacks who lived in Pearl City who are now fairly successful.  You and your 
brother, Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Carswell, and other people . . . very successful.  You look at just  
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black communities on a whole, I think, they’re not as successful as this little group here. 
And I just want to ask you your view on that.  What do you think is responsible for that? 

 
AJ: That’s a tough question . . . tough to answer, I guess.  I’m not sure I really know the 

answer other than, again, a small close knit community.  Growing up, we were all like 
relatives.  Of course, that doesn’t mean that we all would end up being successful.  I’m not 
sure I have an answer for that; I don’t know.  

 
I look back at my parents, and I guess we all had good parents; we all had good decent 
parents for some reason or other, compared to some of the kids today.  I don’t recall any of 
our parents being drunks.  Our fathers would drink, most of them.  Mine certainly would 
have a drink, and most of the other fathers would have a drink.  But I don’t remember them 
being wino’s laying in the street.  I think all of them, that I can remember, worked.  I can’t 
think of them being lazy or just sitting under a tree.  But maybe that contributed to it; I 
really don’t know the answer. 

 
I: But not only that; but a lot of these people, their children have also been successful.  I just                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

look back at that because in my family, I was raised in a Baltimore ghetto, but in my family 
there were four of us.  Two of us are doctors and the other two are fairly successful.  
They’re not as successful as a doctor, but have fairly successful jobs and so forth.  And I  
look at the other people in the neighborhood and there’s children in jail, on drugs, or so 
forth.  And that sort of puzzled me as to what was that factor.  I don’t know, but just to sort                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
of throw out something here, we haven’t talked about it much; but, you mentioned the 
issue of church.  Did you go to Ebeneezer too? 

 
AJ: Yes, I’m still a member of it.  I’ve only been a member of one church in my life. 
 
I: How important was that in terms of providing stability to one’s life? 
 
AJ: It was very important, very important.  That’s another thing about parents in Pearl City; 

they all instilled into our heads that we had to go to church.  Again now, as I mentioned a                                                                                                                                                      
little while back, there was really nothing to do but go to church.  We had our Christmas 
plays, our Easter plays, Sunshine band, and we had Circles and what not.  That was the 
thing. 

 
I: My last question is . . . this is another tough one.  As you think about your life, and as you 

look at the new youth which are coming up in Dixie Manor and in other black areas too, 
what would you say to help them?  Looks like some people have said that blacks today . . .       
sociologists are now saying that blacks today are facing the possibility of becoming a 
permanent lower class because they use indicators like pregnancy rates are high, crime 
rates.  What can we say to them from your experience living there in Pearl City and being 
a very successful person, having worked and so forth?  What could you say to them to 
help the young blacks? 
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AJ: Me personally, I encourage kids to stay in school.  I preach that every day, all day, trying to 
drive it into kids.  Not only my kids, but all the kids I’m involved in and come in contact with.  
I think education is definitely the answer.  I guess you gonna take time.  Again, I think 
people in the community like myself, Mrs. Martin and other peoples in all the communities 
should come together and do something to give the younger blacks some directions.  I                                                                                                                                                                                 
think a lot of them are being led by dope pushers.  Again, that is a tough question to 
answer.  I don’t know, I really don’t.  But, I do believe it could be education. 

 
I: That was the next to the last question; here is the last question, OK?  Pearl City’s been 

there since 1915, one of the very few areas in South Florida east of the railroad tracks.  
 
AJ:  Yes.         
 
I: It seems to me that Arvida was trying to get that land, other businesses were trying to get 

that land; and they have offered in some cases an astronomical amount of money.  Those 
people stayed there.  I know you yourself have moved out, but why? 

 
AJ: I still own property. 
 
I: Oh, you still own property.  Why do they stay there?  Why don’t they just say, “Give me all 

this money; I’ll just go move out into the better section and get me a better home”?  Why 
do they stay there? 

 
AJ: That’s home.  Pearl City, again, is different from the black communities in Pompano and 

Deerfield and Delray.  I don’t know, again, whether I can explain the difference; but the 
people who grew up there, like I did, have a lot of ties there.  Again, I’ve been in Pompano  
24 years, but when I moved there I moved there with the thought of always coming back to 
Boca.  I haven’t made it there yet; I’m in Pompano, but my ties are in Boca.  I’m just in 
Pompano. 

 
I: Physically in Pompano, but mentally in Boca? 
 
AJ: Right.  No doubt about it, and I really don’t do nearly the things I should do.  Again, you’ve 

noticed that I’m still a member of Ebenezer and sometimes I think I should be a member of 
a church in Pompano.  It certainly would be in some respect to my benefit, to my family’s                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
benefit because it’s closer and I could probably participate in some of the church services 
and other things that happen at the church that I don’t get back to Boca to do.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 
Civic affairs, I don’t get involved in Pompano, but for some reason my mind is always in 
Boca.  I think it’s the ties from when you grew up here; I guess a person who grew up in 
Delray, Deerfield, or Pompano should feel the same way, and maybe they do.  But again, 
they stayed in Pearl City. 

 
I: Stayed home.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
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AJ: Stayed home.  A lot of people moved away. 
 
I: Is there anything else you would like to add or say? 
 
AJ: I don’t know of anything else, but I’m going to ask some questions.  I’d like to mention one 

thing that you did ask a while back in the conversation, why Boca Raton was different from 
Delray when it comes down to police action and what not.   

 
Boca Raton had a different white community also.  I can recall when Brownie was here he 
was very tough on blacks.  We had the northern tourists here.  We always had northern 
tourists here; Boca Raton Club always brought them in, the Nelson family.  Like when my 
father worked on these estates they had these rich northern tourists here.  They wouldn’t                                                                                                                                                                                              
tolerate a policeman beating up blacks.  Now he was tough but they would take a stand.   
 
In Delray, Deerfield, Pompano they had their illiterate whites, you might say; the whites 
who were farmers with maybe a six or seventh grade education.  They thought this was a 
way to keep blacks in line, I guess.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 
I: That’s a good observation; I never thought about it like that. 
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