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Joint Statement 
by the party and state leaders 
of socialist countries 
Moscow, 28 June 1983 

A meeting of party and state leaders from Bulgaria, Hungary, 
the German Democratic Republic, Poland, Romania, the 
Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia took place in Moscow on 
28 June 1983. The meeting was attended by: 

From the People's Republic of Bulgaria-Todor Zhivkov, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Bulgarian 
Communist Party, Chairman of the Council of State of Bulga
ria , head of the delegation; Grisha Filipov, member of the Po
litbureau of the BCP Central Committee, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of Bulgaria; Dobri Dzhurov, member of 
the Politbureau of the BCP Central Committee, National 
Defence Minister of Bulgaria; Petr Mladenov, member of the 
Politbureau of the BCP Central Committee, Foreign Affairs 
Minister of Bulgaria; 

From the Hungarian People's Republic-Janos Kadar, First 
Secretary ofthe Central Committee of the Hungarian Social
ist Workers' Party, head of the delegation; Gyorgy Lazar, 
member of the Politbureau of the HSWP Central Committee, 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers of Hungary; Frigyes 
Puja, member of the 'HSWP Central Committee, Foreign 
Affairs Minister of Hungary; Karoly Csemi, member of the 
HSWP Central Committee, State Secretary of the Defence 
Ministry of Hungary ; 

From the German Democratic Republic-Erich Honecker, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany, Chairman of the Council of State of 
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the GDR, head of the delegation; Willi Stoph, member of the 
Politbureau of the SED Central Committee, Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the GDR; Heinz Hoffmann, member 
of the Politbureau of the SED Central Committee, National 
Defence Minister of the GDR; Oskar Fischer, member of the 
SED Central Committee, Foreign Affairs Minister of the 
GDR; 

From the Polish People's Republic-Wojciech Jaruzelski, 
First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Polish United 
Workers' Party, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
Poland, head ·of the delegation; Jozef Czyrek, member of the 
Politbureau, Secretary of the PUWP Central Committee; 
Stefan Olszowsky, member of the Politbureau of the PUWP 
Central Committee, Foreign Affairs Minister of Poland; Flo
rian Siwicki, alternate member of the Politbureau of the 
PUWP Central Committee, Deputy National Defence Minis
ter, Chief of the General Staff of the Polish armed forces; 

From the Socialist Republic of Roman ia-Nicolae 
Ceausescu, General Secretary of the Romanian Communist 
Party, President of Romania, head of the delegation; Con
stantin Dascalescu, member of the Political Executive Com
mittee of the RCP Central Committee, Prime Minister of the 
Government of Romania; Constantin Olteanu, member of 
the Political Executive Committee of the RCP Central Com
mittee, National Defence Minister of Romania; Miu Dob
rescu, alternate member of the Political Executive Com
mittee, Secretary of the RCP Central Committee; Stefan 
Andrei, alternate member of the Political Executive Com
mittee of the RCP Central Committee, Foreign Affairs Minis
ter of Romania ; 

From the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics-Yuri Andro
pov, General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Chairman of the Pre
sidium of the USSR Supreme Soviet, head of the delegation; 
Nikolai Tikhonov, member of the Politbureau of the CPSU 

Ceritral Committee, Chairman of the Council of Ministers of 
the USSR ; Andrei Gromyko, member of the Politbureau of 
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the CPSU Central Committee, First Deputy Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the USSR, Foreign Affairs Minister 
of the USSR; Dmitry Ustinov, member of the Politbureau of 
the CPSU Central Committee, Defence Minister of the 
USSR; 

From the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic-Gustav Husak, 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the Com
munist Party of Czechoslovakia, President of Czechoslovakia, 
head of the delegation; Lubomir Strougal, member of the 
Presidium of the CPCz Central Committee, Chairman of the 
Government of Czechoslovakia; Vasil Bilak, member of the 
Presidium of the CPCz Central Committee, Secretary of the 
CPCz Central Committee; Bohuslav Chnoupek, member of 
the CPCz Central Committee, Foreign Affairs Minister of 
Czechoslovakia; Martin Dzur, member of the CPCz Central 
Committee, National Defence Minister of Czechoslovakia. 

The participants in the meeting exchanged views on the 
development of international events lately and adopted the 
following Joint Statement. 



Joint Statement 

Having jointly analysed the situation forming in Europe and 
in the world -as a whole, the . participants in the meeting 
express on behalf of their socialist states concern with the 
continuing growth of tension, the further destabilization of 
inter-state relations and the growth of the threat of nuclear 
war with its catastrophic consequences. They find it neces
sary to draw the attention of all countries and peoples to 
these dangers. 

The evaluations and conclusions concerning the de
velopment of the international situation, contained in the 
Political Declaration adopted on 5 January 1983 by the 
Prague Meeting of the Political Consultative Committee of 
Warsaw Treaty Member States, were confirme.d at the 
meeting. 

This relates to the conclusion on the growing resolve of 
the peoples, of all progressive and peace-loving forces to put 
an end to the arms race, to switch to disarmament, especially 
nuclear disarmament, to ensure the development of all 
states in conditions of equality, respect of sovereignty and 
national independence, in an atmosphere of cooperation, 
security and peace. 

This relates also to the conclusion of the Prague Political 
Declaration on the negative factors that influence the state 
of international relations and cause an aggravation of the 
situation. Lately these factors are manifesting themselves 
with still greater force. 
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The arms race is acquiring an unprecedented scope. The 
United States and some of its allies do not conceal them
selves that by their actions they pursue the aim of attaining 
military superiority. Work is going on to create bases for 
the deployment of new American medium-range nuclear 
missiles in some West European countries that are members 
of NATO. Programmes for manufacturing and deploying 
new land, sea and air-based strategic nuclear weapon 
systems are being carried out. Being developed are com
bat cosmic systems for striking blows at targets in outer 
space and on earth. Fundamentally new systems of conven
tional arms are being created with combat characteristics 
bringing them close to weapons of mass destruction. Mili
tary spending, which weighs down as a heavy burden on the 
shoulders of the peoples, is being drastically increased. 

In these conditions the participants in the meeting ex
press alarm over the absence of progress at the talks on 
the limitation and reduction of arms. This concerns the 
talks in Geneva on the limitation of nuclear arms in Europe, 
on the limitation and reduction of strategic arms and also 
the work of the Geneva Disarmament Committee and the 
Vienna talks on the mutual reduction of armed forces and 
armaments in Central Europe. 

The participants in the meeting also draw attention to 
that fact that the whipping up of the arms race is being 
accompanied by statements about some striving for flexi
bility at the talks on arms limitation and reduction and 
the assertion of the false thesis that the building up of 
military might purportedly can serve the interests of peace 
and the security of peoples. The states represented at the 
meeting resolutely reject such a policy. 

The toughening of the imperialist policy of force and 
diktat, confrontation between states, perpetuation and re
carvfng of "spheres of influence", and the further growth 
of imperialism's aggressive actions lead to a still greater 
aggravation of the international situation. Attempts at 
interference in the internal affairs of socialist as well as many 
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other states are becoming more frequent. Mutually advan
tageous economic ties are being disrupted, hostile campaigns 
against socialist countries are being launched and other 
methods of pressure are being used. The existing seats of 
military tension and crisis situations are being still more 
complicated and new ones are being created in various 
areas of the world, and the danger of their expansion is 
in creasing. Undeclared wars against a number of indepen
dent states are being waged and foreign military presence, 
alien to national interests, is being imposed. The just de
mands for the establishment of a new international econo
mic order are being rejected and the gap between the econo
mic development levels of countries continues to deepen. 

This entire policy deeply contradicts the cardinal interests 
and aspirations of the peoples of Europe and the whole 
world which manifest themselves so vividly in the numerous 
mass anti-war demonstrations with calls to ensure the right 
of individuals and nations to free, worthy and peaceful 
existence, in the statements by parliaments, scientists, doc
tors and representatives of public circles at various inter
national forums, such as the World Assembly for Peace and 
Life, against Nuclear War, that was held recently in Prague. 

The participants in the meeting hold that the situation that 
is shaping up confronts all states, all peoples with the ques
tion of how to prevent its further dangerous development, 
to prevent the world from sliding down to catastrophe. In the 
Prague Political Declaration of 5 January 1983 the socialist 
states, represented at this meeting in Moscow, set forth a 
broad programme of actions directed at lessening ·inter
national tension and removing the war threat. 

They confirm the topicality and effectiveness of this pro
gramme and again come out against competition in the field 
of nuclear arms, against any military rivalry in general. They 
are firmly convinced the no world problems, including the 
historical dispute between socialism and capitalism, can be 
solved by military means. 

Urgent measures are needed in the present situation, 
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capable of pushing back the threat of war and turning the 
course of world events in the direction of detente and the 
improvement of inter-state relations. 

The participants in the meeting view the speediest ending 
of the arms race and transition to disarmament, especially 
nuclear disarmament, as the key question of our time and 
hold it necessary to do everything for the attainment of these 
pressing aims, for preserving peace, civilization and life on 
earth. · They confirm their readiness to exert every effort to 
solve these questions by way of talks. 

Of key importance in this respect is the elimination of the 
danger of nuclear confrontation in the European continent. 
Striving to fully free Europe from nuclear weapons, both 
medium-range and tactical ones, the participants in the 
meeting consider it necessary to achieve at least such an 
accord as would rule out the deployment of new American 
nuclear missiles in West European countries and provide for 
a corresponding reduction of the existirg medium-range 
weapon systems in Europe with the aim of ensuring balance 
on the lowest possible l~vel. The attainment of such an 
accord is possible if both sides, displaying mutual under
standing and political will, will proceed from the broad 
considerations of peace and security. The states repre
sented at the meeting approach the Geneva talks on the 
limitation of nuclear arms in Europe exactly from these 
positions. . 

Full support was expressed at the meeting for the Soviet 
proposals directed at a just reduction of the presently exist
ing medium-range nuclear arms. The participants in the 
meeting call for everything do be done so that agreement 
would be reached at the talks this year on the non-deploy
ment in Europe of new medium-range nuclear missiles and 
on the reduction of the existing medium-range weapons that 
would be based on proposals acceptable to both sides. 

They are convinced that if both sides strictly observe the 
principle of equality and equal security the talks on the limi
tation and reduction of strategic arms can be switched to 
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constructive rails and a mutually acceptable accord, meeting 
the interests of consolidating universal peac~, . can be 
reached at them. 

They find it necessary to start as soon as possible talks on 
prohibiting the placement of all types of weapons in outer 
space and to rule out the possibility of spreading the arms 
race to outer space. 

The participants in the meeting express their conviction 
that in the interests of peace and the security of peoples it 
is necessary: 

-Promptly to effect the freezing of the nuclear arms of all 
the nuclear powers, first of all of the USSR and the USA; 

-For the nuclear powers which have not yet done this to 
assume the commitment riot to be the first to use nuclear 
arms. 

The participating states in the meeting once again call on the 
NATO member states to open direct talks without delay in 
order to reach agreement on non-increasing military spend
ing starting with 1 January 1984 and on concrete measures 
for the practical mutual reduction of this spending in the 
subsequent period so that the means thus released would 
be used for needs of economic and social development, 
including that of developing countries. 

They express the hope that the NATO states will respond 
to this appeal. 

They also expect consent from the NATO states to start 
practical consideration of the proposal to conclude a treaty 
open to all states in the world, on the mutual renunciation 
of the use of military force and on the maintenance of peace
ful relations between the Warsaw Treaty member states and 
the member states of the North Atlantic Treaty. 

The states represented at the meeting come out once 
again in favour of implementing the proposals on establish
ing nuclear-free zones in Northern Europe, in the Balkans 
and other regions of the European. continent, in favour of 
holding talks on these issues. 
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The importance of and the need for the earliest completion 
of the Mac;! rid Forum with positive results meeting the expec
tations of the European peoples and ensuring the convoca
tion of a conference on confidence- and security-building 
measures and disarmament in Europe, and continuity of the 
multilateral process initiated in Helsinki were stressed. This 
would be an important contribution to asserting the policy 
of peace, detente and cooperation in Europe and world
wide. 

To achieve concrete results on the ripe questions in the 
field of stopping the arms race and improving the inter
national situation it is necessary to apply maximum effort, 
conduct talks in a business-like way and in a positive spirit, 
to undertake steps facilitating the establishment of a favour
able atmosphere for their progress, and not to undertake 
actions which might complicate them. 

The states represented at the meeting reaffirm with fresh 
vigour that they are opposed to any steps leading to the 
expansion of NATO's sphere of operation or to the establish
ment of any new military-political groupings. For their part, 
they declare that they do not seek to expand the sphere of 
operation of their alliance, nor do they intend to undertake 
any steps in this direction. 

Proceeding from the interests of peace and their security, 
the states participating in the meeting declare that they will 
in no case allow military superiority to be achieved over 
them. They resolutely favour the ensuring of the balance of 
forces at the lowest possible level. In this connection they 
draw attention to the proclaimed position of their supreme 
state bodies on this issue. 

They also reaffirm their principled position that the territo
rial-political realities in today's Europe are inviolable. 

The states represented at the meeti ng are firmly convinced 
that peace cannot be consolidated through competitive ar
mament. They are consistent opponents of a spiralling arms 
race. It is only through limitation, reduction and destruction 
of armaments, measures leading towards general and com-
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plete disarmament under strict international control that 
mankind may acquire a lasting and secure peace. 

Thirty-five states participating in the Conference on Secu
rity and Cooperation in Europe solemnly pledged in the 
Helsinki Final Act to make detente both a continuing and 
increasingly viable and comprehensive process, universal in 
scope. They unanimously expressed their striving for the 
development of better and closer relations among them in 
all fields and, thus, for overcoming the confrontation stem
ming from the character of their past relations, and for better 
mutual understanding. 

Guided by the letter and spirit of these solemn com
mitments, the participating states in the meeting will con
tinue to develop their relations with other states on the basis 
of peaceful coexistence. They call on European countries to 
do everything necessary to deliver Europe from the nuclear 
menace, to turn Europe into a continent of peace free from 
nuclear weaponsf both medium-range and tactical, into a 
continent where all states would cooperate on the basis of 
full equality and mutual respect, in the interests of progress 
and the well-being of their peoples, tranquillity, mutual 
understanding and security in Europe and all over the 
world. 

They urge the member countries of the North Atlantic 
Alliance, all countries in the world to examine in a sober and 
objective way the threatening trends in the present de
velopment of international relations and make sensible con
clusions meeting the most profound interests of mankind. 

They express readiness to pool their efforts with the efforts 
of all countries irrespective of their socio-politica l system s, 
with all who favour consolidation of peace and international 
security, with a view to taking practical steps capable of 
averting the worst. Time is pressing. 
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Joint assessment of the meeting 
of the party and state leaders 
of socialist countries 
issued by the Politbureau 
of the SED Central Committee 
and the Council of Ministers of the GDR 

On 5 July 1983the Politbureau of the SED Central Committee 
and the Council of Ministers of the GDR received the report 
of the GDR delegation on the progress and outcome of the 
Moscow meeting between the leaders of the People 's Re
public of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People's Republic, the 
German Democratic Republic, the Polish People's Republic, 
the Socialist Republic of Romania, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics and the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. 
They gave their unqualified endorsement to the report and 
approved the work of the GDR delegatit>n headed by the 
General Secretary of the SED Central Committee and Chair
man of the GDR Council of State, Erich Honecker. 

The Politbureau and the Council of Ministers stressed the 
great and far-reaching significance of the Joint Statement 
issued by the participants of the Moscow meeting on 28 June 
1983, which in accordance with the Political Declaration 
issued by the Warsaw Treaty Organization in Prague on 5 
January 1983 reaffirms the fundamental stance of the social
ist states, which is to oppose the warlike policies of the most 
aggressive circles in the USA and NAfO with all the means 
at their command, to halt mankind's drift towards nuclear 
disaster and to steer East-West relations away from con
frontation and redirect them into channels of normal and 
mutually beneficial cooperation. 

The socialist states cannot stand idly by while the most 
aggressive elements of imperialism, especially in the USA, 
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not only continue but actually escalate their peace-endanger
ing policy of destroying the military balance of forces. In 
view of the serious aggravation of the situation, they dis
cussed ways of bringing international developments back to 
the road of detente and securing the cessation of the arms 
race and the transition to disarmament, primarily in the 
nuclear domain. 

The Politbureau and the Council of Ministers described the 
Moscow meeting and its results as an expression of the firm 
resolve of the fraternal parties and states to tighten their 
ranks and to strengthen their unity and cohesion. Given the 
increased policy of confrontation and arms-building pursued 
by the USA and NATO and the growing attempts by the 
imperialist states to exert pressure on the sociali.st states, the 
allied socialist states reiterated their determination to avert 
any damage to socialism by taking joint action and to pre
serve peace for their own peoples and for all other nations. 

The Politbureau of the SED Central Committee and the 
Council of Ministers of the GDR once again draw attention, 
with all due emphasis, to the extraordinary dangers which 
would arise in the event of new American nuclear medium
range missiles being deployed in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Britain, Italy and other West European countries, 
threatening the lives of the peoples of Europe and beyond. 

The states represented at the Moscow meeting believe that 
it is not yet too late to head off these dangers. The con
structive proposals by the USSR at the Geneva talks on the 
limitation and reduction of medium-range nuclear weapons 
in Europe, which the GDR fully supports, are aimed at a 
mutually acceptable agreement on this matter so crucial to 
European and international security. 

In accordance with the statements made at the 6th meeting 
of the SED Central Committee, the GDR calls once again on 
the government of the Federal Republic of Germany to re
consider its attitude on this issue, bearing in mind the inter
ests of the people in both German states and the special 
responsibility which both states have for the maintenance 
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of peace, and not to put in jeopardy what has been ac
complished in the centre of Europe during 38 years of peace. 
The GDR and its allies do not wish to see matters take such 
a turn .. 

Guided by the intere.sts of peace and their own security, 
they declare that in the event of American missiles being 
deployed in Western Europe they will do what is necessary 
to maintain the military-strategic balance between the War
saw Treaty Organization and NATO. 

The Politbureau and the Council of Ministers draw special 
attention to the proposals contained in the Joint Statement 
published in Moscow regarding the most urgent tasks in the 
field of arms limitation and disarmament, especially the limi
tation and reduction of strategic arms, the freezing of nuclear 
armaments by all nuclear states, and the ban on the em
placement of weapons in space. This also includes the pro
posal to go ahead with practical consideration of their in
itiative for the conclusion of a treaty on the renunciation of 
force and on peaceful relations between the states of the 
Warsaw Treaty Organization and NATO. 

Even under the complicated international considerations 
of our day the socialist states are thus pointing out feasible 
ways of diminishing the risk of war and strengthening the 
security of all states. The Politbureau and the Council of 
Ministers reaffirm that the GDR is willing to cooperate with 
all states irrespective of their social system and with all 
forces committed to the strengthening of peace and inter
national security. 
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An answer to the key issues 
of our time 
Commentary by Neues Deutschland, 
central organ 
of the SED Central Committee, 
30 June 1983 

The meeting of the highest representatives of the parties and 
states of Bulgaria, Hungary, the GDR, Poland, Rumania, the 
USSR and Czechoslovakia in the Soviet capital, together with 
its results, met with great satisfaction and keen approval in 
the German Democratic Republic. Our people whole
heartedly welcome the Joint Statementfrom Moscow, which 
is a new, great initiative aimed at normalizing the inter
national situation and banishing the dangers of a nuclear 
holocaust. In the face of the destabilization of relations 
among the various states on account of the confrontation 
and arms-first strategy pursued by the most aggressive 
imperialist circles, first and foremost in the United States, the 
Soviet Union and the whole socialist community of states 
are proving once again to be the staunch advocates of the 
vital interests of all nations. 

The hopes of all peace-loving people are rightly pinned on 
the policies of socialism, which are imbued with the highest 
sense of responsibility for the destiny of our planet, and on 
constructive "socialist proposals for a positive change in 
international relations, for practical steps towards arms limi
tation and disarmament. It is of utmost importance for 
humanity that the socialist community is now the most 
powerful factor for peace and does not allow the destruction 
of the military-strategic balance with its disastrous con
sequences or the military blackmail of the peoples by im
perialist reaction, and will never do so. 
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. The people of the German Democratic Republic do every
thing they can to ensure that never again will a war emanate 
from German soil, that never again will a war take place on 
German soil. For this reason the planned deployment on the 
territory of the Federal Republic of Germany of new first
strike nuclear weapons belonging to the United States must 
be prevented. For this reason, peace must be created on our 
continent in line with the principle of equality and equal 
security, with armaments being reduced to a continually 
lower level until in the end Europe will be completely free 
from nuclear and other means of mass destruction. 

This is why the citizens of the GDR unanimously second 
the appeal from Moscow to the common sense and realism 
of all those holding responsible posts in the world to lose 
no time and to prevent the worst. We are indebted to the 
delegation from our republic headed by Erich Honecker for 
the work done at the meeting in cooperation with the party 
and state leaders of the Soviet Union and other fraternal 
countries in the service of safeguarding peace. 

In their Joint Statement the participants in the meeting 
submit a precise, unvarnished analysis ofthe world situation 
to all states and peoples. They reaffirm the assessments and 
conclusions made early this year. by the Political Consultative 
Committee of our alliance in its Political Declaration at the 
Prague session. The determination of the various' peoples 
and all progressive and peace-loving forces is growing to call 
a halt to the arms race and to move towards disarmament, 
especially in the nuclear sphere. On the . other hand, the 
negative factors impairing international relations and ag
gravating the situation have recently become increasingly 
evident. This is to be seen first and forb most in the following 
four areas: 

1. Arms build-up. The United States and some of its allies 
are stepping up the arms race with a view to achieving 
military superiority. They are setting up bases in the Federal 
Republic of Germany and other West European countries for 
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the deployment of new American medium-range nuclear 
missiles. They are implementing programmes for the pro
duction and installation of new strategic land, sea and air
based nuclear weapons. They are developing space weap
ons systems to carry out strikes against targets in outer 
space and on earth. They are creating systems of con
ventional arms based on new principles and which are simi
lar to weapons of mass annihilation as regards their tactical 
potential. They are forcing up their arms expenditure higher 
and higher. 

2. Blocking negotiations. The arms-first strategy is paral
leled by the prevention of any progress in all bodies dealing 
with arms limitation and disarmament. This applies to the 
negotiations on the limitation of nuclear armaments in 
Europe and the limitation and repuction of strategic arms in 
Geneva, to the Geneva Disarmament Committee and the 
Vienna talks on a mutual reduction of armed forces and 
armaments in Central Europe. The NATO countries make 
statements on pretended flexibility to cover up their in
stigation ·of the arms race. 

3. Exacerbating confrontation. The aggressive imperialist 
circles systematically aggravate the international situation 
by pursuing a "get-tough" policy and one of diktat, con
frontation between states, consolidation and recarving of 
"spheres ·of influence", and further increase in acts of ag
gression. Attempts at interference in the internal affairs of 
socialist and many other states are beaming more frequent, 
mutually advantageous economic ties are being under
mined, and hostile campaigns against socialist countries are 
being launched. 

4. Extending hotbeds of tension. Aggressive forces are 
fanning existing hotbeds of military tension and creating 
new ones as well as fomenting crisis situations in various 
regions of the world. They wage undeclared war against a 
number of independent states, imposing on them their 
military presence, which is alien to the latter's national inter
ests. They reject legitimate demands for the establishment 
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of a new international economic order and continue to widen 
the gap between the economic development levels of var
ious countries. 

This imperialist policy contradicts the cardinal interests 
and aspirations of the peoples on our continent and in all 
other parts of the world. This is manifested vividly in the 
numerous mass demonstrations, in the statements by parlia
ments, scientists, physicians and representatives of broad 
circles of the public such as the recent World Assembly for 
Peace and Life, against Nuclear War, that was held in 
Prague. 
While assessing as serious the situation that has arisen, the 
participants in the Moscow meeting resolutely express their 
conviction in the Joint Statement that a further disastrous 
development of the situation and the world 's sliding to 
catastrophe can and must be prevented. To this end, they 
repeat their comprehensive offer submitted at the beginning 
of this year with their programme of action contained in the 
Prague Declaration and which is directed at lessening inter
national tensions and removing the risk of war. 

The course of peace followed by the socialist countries is 
characterized by continuity, a sense of reality, and con
structiveness. They cannot be diverted from· this course, 
which is directed at the supreme objective of maintaining life 
and saving mankind from a nuclear holocaust. The con
structive spirit of this position is borne out by the principled, 
resolute rejection of a nuclear arms race and any military 
rivalry in general. Not a _single problem in the world, in
cluding the historic controversy between socialism and 
capitalism, can be solved by military means, they em
phasized. 

What must be done in order to avert the danger of war and 
channel the course of international events towards detente 
and a normalization of intergovernmental relations? 

The participants in the Moscow summit meeting consider 
it a matter of prime importance to end the arms race as soon 
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as possible and to change over to disarmament, especially 
in the nuclear field. Everything must be done to attain these 
vital objectives through negotiation. Of key importance is the 
elimination of the danger of nuclear confrontation on our 
continent. Therefore, one of the most urgent measures to be 
taken towards freeing Europe of nuclear weapons would be, 
at least, an agreement that would rule out the deployment 
of new US nuclear missiles in West European countries and 
provide for a corresponding reduction of the existing 
medium-range weapons in Europe with the aim of ensuring 
balance on the lowest possible level. The party and state 
leaders fully support the relevant Soviet proposals. An ap
peal was issued ' in Moscow to do everything possible to 
achieve an agreement this year based on proposals ac
ceptable to both sides. 

As regards negotiations o'n the limitation and reduction of 
strategic armaments, they can be switched onto constructive 
paths if both sides strictly adhere to the principle of equality 
and equal security, and a mutually acceptable accord can be 
reached which would serve the strengthening of world 
peace. 

It is also necessary to start talks as soon as possible on 
prohibiting the stationing of all types of weapons in outer 
space. Any expansion of the arms race into outer space must 
be ruled out. 

Among the most urgent measures to be taken in the inter
est of peace and the security of the nations are the following: 
an immediate freeze on the nuclear arms of all nuclear 
powers, above all those of the USSR and the USA; for the 
nuclear powers which have not yet done so, to assume the 
commitment not to be the first to use nuclear arms; the 
opening without delay of direct talks to reach agreement on 
not increasing military spending as from 1 January 1984, 
taking measures in the subsequent period for the mutual 
practical reduction of this spending in order that the means 
thus released may be used for economic and social de
velopment, including the support of developing countries; 
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the practical consideration o'f the proposal for a treaty on the 
mutual renunciation of the use of military force and on the 
maintenance of peaceful relations between the Warsaw 
Treaty member states and the member states of NATO, 
which would be open to all states. 

The states represented at the Moscow meeting came out 
once again in favour of conducting negotiations on the 
establishment of nuclear-free zones on the European con
tinent. They underlined the necessity of concluding the 
Madrid forum as soon as possible with positiye results by 
convening a conference on confidence and security building 
measures and disarmament in Europe. They see the con
tinuity of the process begun in Helsinki as a major con-. 

tribution towards consolidating the policy of peace, detente 
and cooperation in Europe and the world at large that fulfils 
the expectations of all peoples. 

The participants in the meeting are in favour of making 
maximum efforts to achieve concrete agreements on the 
termination of the arms race and a normalization of the 
international situation, business-like negotiations conducted 
in a constructive spirit, and steps promoting a salutary at
mosphere. They make a general appeal to refrain from 
anything that would render negotiations more complicated . 
They energetically oppose all steps designed to expand 
NATO's sphere of operation or to set up any new military
political groupings. Once again they declare that they do not 
seek to expand the sphere of operation of their alliance nor 
intend to undertake any steps in this direction. 

By advocating a rapid, constructive resolution of all press
ing questions, the states represented at the Moscow meeting 
unambiguously show that in the interest of peace and their 
security they will in no case allow military superiority to be 
achieved over them. When Erich Honecker earlier paid a visit 
to units of the Soviet Army stationed in the GDR he declared 
that the GDR will-if .new American medium-range missiles 
do appear, against all reason, on the territory of the Federal 
Republic and other West European NATO countries-take the 
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appropriate measures for a stronger protection of socialism 
and peace in compliance with its obligations under the 
socialist military alliance. 

The Joint Statement draws attention to the Helsinki Final Act. 
At that time, all the 35 states participating in the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe-including all mem
ber states of the Warsaw Treaty and the North Atlantic 
Pact-solemnly pledged to make detente both a continuing 
and increasingly viable and comprehensive process, uni
versal in scope . 

The participants in the meeting referred to the letter and 
spirit of this ambitious commitment. They addressed the 
urgent appeal to the member states of the North Atlantic Pact 
and to all the countries of the world "to examine in a sober 
and objective way the threatening trends in the present 
development of international relations and to make sensible 
conclusions meeting the most profound interests of man
kind". They expressed their readiness "to pool their efforts 
with the efforts of all countries irrespective of their socio
political systems, with all who favour consolidation of peace 
and international security, with a view to taking practical 
steps capable of averting the worst". The Joint Statement 
ends with this warning: "Time is pressing". 

It is a serious appeal, an appeal to a sense of responsibility 
and reason, an appeal calling for a corresponding response. 
It is above all the states of the North Atlantic Pact that will 
have to supply an unambiguous answer to this realistic and 
constructive offer. 

There is no question that the government of the Federal 
Republic of Germany which-as is well known-has been 

-selected to be the chief country for the deployment of the 
new American medium-range nuclear missiles, bears a 
special responsibility in this situation. The Federal Republic 
of Germany has repeatedly voiced its agreement with the 
GDR's opinion that in our time there can be nothing more 
important for the two German states than to ensure that a 
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war should never again emanate from German soil. 
Similarly it was stated that it was a matter of creating peace 
with fewer weapons. We should like to repeat once again: 
whoever is concerned about good-neighbourly relations 
should be aware of the fact that it is impossible for them to 
flourish in the shadow of American first-strike missiles and in 
an atmosphere marked by a stepping-up of chauvinism and 
revanchism. Political and territorial realities in present-day 
Europe are inviolable, as pointed out once again at the 
meeting. The call from Moscow offers a great chance to turn 
things to the better. And this chance should not be wasted. 

For all those bearing responsibility in world politics it is 
now necessary to put their cards on the table. Peace will not 
be rescued by hoping for a miracle, but by considered , 

active common effort. To this effect, the Moscow meeting 
is a new encouragement for all forces committed to peace. 

As far as we are concerned, the citizens of the socialist 
German state, we have always proceeded in our actions from 
the principle that love of peace has to find expression in 
deeds, in deeds to strengthen our workers' and farmers' 
state, socialism, and, consequently, peace. In the current 
international situation this is truer than ever. 
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