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Session Format  Roundtable Discussion  

Program Title  Digital Collection Curation and Digital Student Scholarship  

Short program description  The aim of this roundtable is to discuss how academic libraries are building digital 

collections through the capture and curation of student digital scholarship. With the current 

emphasis on undergraduate research at educational institutions trending, how can digital 

collection development best capture the resulting digital scholarship of students newly 

engaged in research. Can we simultaneously invoke a culture of research, enhance digital 

literacy skills, and promote open access all while curating a collection?  

Full program description  While digital scholarship centers are increasingly associated with the creation of a physical 

space within academic libraries for high-end technologies to support collaborations among 

faculty and graduate students, many libraries that have limited resources and are unable to 

build centers have instead focused on the practice of digital scholarship as the process of 

capturing, curating, and disseminating digital scholarship using digital technologies. This 

strategy takes an approach that emphasizes the process of capturing and curating student 

digital scholarship at the undergraduate level as a means to not only support the trend in 

bolstering undergraduate research engagement but also to better prepare these students 

with the digital information literacy skills they would need as graduate students who may 

someday find themselves in a physical digital scholarship center. This strategy emphasizes 

the practice of digital scholarship as a process rather than a place and focuses on the 

capture and dissemination of student scholarship as a means to engage undergraduates in 

the research process while improving digital information literacy skills. From starting an 

undergraduate research journal using open source software to self-archiving in the 

repository, the practice of curating digital scholarship can teach students about open 

access, author rights, the publishing process, and shared data. Undergraduate students 

engaged in digital scholarship in this way may become the next generation of faculty and 

may take to open access and shared data more readily than their predecessors. Curating 

student digital scholarship not only provides content for digital collection development but 

also provides students with tangible evidence of their engagement in the research process 

that can be used to support requests for travel funding, grant applications, graduate school 

admissions applications, and substantiate their career development. As student digital 

scholarship is made accessible through digital collections it then becomes available for 

further exploration and development of research. What are the ways librarians are 

becoming more engaged with undergraduates students engaged in research, what digital 

information literacy skills are emerging, and what are some of the processes librarians are 

developing to curate digital collections from captured student digital scholarship? What are 

some of the effects we may see on the scholarly communication process with this type of 

collection approach to student digital scholarship? These are some of the questions this 

roundtable will address.  

Learning outcomes  Objective 1:  What kind of skills are necessary for digital scholarship and how can 

librarians engage with students to foster these skills?  

Objective 2:  What kinds of campus events/activities occur at your institution that could 

contribute to digital scholarship collections?  

Objective 3:  If you collect digital student scholarship what kinds of tools, workflows, 

strategies, and partnerships have you found to be effective aids?  
 

 


