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Preacher's Cave, an archaeological site in North Eleuthera" Bahamas, is arguably

one of the most important historical places in that country. This large cave, isolated in a

natural sefting, has long been associated in the popular imagination with the first English

colonists who shipwrecked in the Bahamas in 1648 and laid the foundation for the

modern nation. Before the present work, no systematic scientific archaeological work

had ever been conducted at this site. While Project Director for the Preacher's Cave

archaeological investigations in 1991, 1992,2005,2006, and2007,l acted as liaison

between the Bahamian Govemment, local island constituents, and the team of scholars

who accomplished the work, organizing all aspects of the excavations. By analyzing the

recovered material assemblage from these excavations, we were able to prove that the

seventeenth-century English Puritans not only used Preacher's Cave for shelter in the first

period of colonization, but altered the natural rock formations of the cave for use as the
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first church in the Bahamas. These excavations, in conjunction with the written record,

also suggest that the area surounding the site is the location of the first free black

community in the country. Finally the scientific investigation confirmed Preacher's Cave

as a prehistoric burial spot for the Lucayan people who lived in the islands before

Columbus landed in 1492. These burials are unique because they were recovered with

grave goods and one of the five Lucayan burials appears to be a victim of human

sacrifice. No where else in the country do these three compelling narratives come

together and form the basis for the development of a National Heritage Tourism Site. But

protecting an historic site and interpreting it for visitors in a country where tourism is one

of the major industries can be challenging. This study summarizes past strategies that

were successful in the development of a small museum on the nearby island of Spanish

Wells using the techniques of the public historian and public archaeologist to proceed

with plans for the opening of Preacher's Cave as a national park. Discussions concerning

constituents, park boundaries, access, and political realities in the twenty-first century

Bahamas are considered while examining the larger concept of heritage and tourism as

collaborative industries.
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PREFACE

I visited Preacher's Cave in 1969 on my first trip to Spanish Wells, Bahamas.

Canied to the spot in a small boat by some new Bahamian friends, we navigated the

dangerous reef known as the Devil's Background, beached the boat, and walked over the

dune toward the ridge. In those days, the path to the cave was overgrown, and you

struggled through the hammock and the "no-see-ems." The joumey was worth it.

Preacher's Cave was awe inspiring, and the local legends that accompanied the physical

place resonated on many levels, particularly to someone, like mysell who was interested

in history. The stories stayed with me and the friendships blossomed with periodic and

then yearly visits to the Batramas.

Thoughts of further research at the site, however, lay dormant until l99l when I

got a call from my old friend, Spanish Wells resident Jock Morgan. Jock is a fisherman,

farmer, and harbor pilot who was born and raised in Spanish Wells and has always been

interested in both history and politics. He wanted to introduce me to L. Marvin B. Pinder,

at the time a Member of Parliament (MP) in Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling's

Progressive Liberal Party's (PLP) national government. As a native of Spanish Wells and

successful lawyer and politician, Marvin wanted to give something back to his home

island in honor of the coming Quincentennial of Columbus' visit to the Bahamas in 1492.

He owned a vacant wood frame cottage along the main road in Spanish Wells and wanted
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to turn it into a local history museurn to commemorate family island life. Jock convinced

Marvin that, despite the fact that I had not yet completed my Master's degree, I had

twenty-two years of personal history on the island, and that I was the person for the job.

When Marvin agreed to hire me to design the museum, I jumped at the chance, and in the

process of developing the Spanish Wells Museum, the Preacher's Cave archaeological

project was born.

Although I had not yet received my Master's Degree, researching the history of

Spanish Wells and creating the displays and narrative for a small history museum was not

outside of my experience. Both tasks were representative and integral to the core of the

work I have been doing as a historic preservationist since I founded Research Atlantica,

Inc. in 1989 with four women colleagues from the History Department at The Dorothy F.

Schmidt College of Arts and Letters, Florida Atlantic University. In that work, my focus

had been primarily on South Florida preservation, but I knew the Bahamas well after

years of cruising its clear blue waters and had often worked in the Bahamas National

Archives in Nassau, connecting Florida's history to the story of our island neighbors.

Dr. Sandra L. Norman, a friend from Florida Atlantic University and business

partner in Research Atlantica Inc., and Robert S. Carr, Director of the Archaeological

and Historical Conservancy, were brought in to collaborate and help fill in the gaps in my

education and experience. The team was given a small vernacular house that belonged to

Marvin Pinder for the museum and a limited budget, but no cultural artifacts to display.

We decided that besides heading into the archives and recording as many oral histories as

we could, we should start with an archaeological survey of North Eleuther4 Spanish



Wells, and the surrounding islands to see if we could confirm the written history with

physical remnants of the past. Remembering that long ago visit to Preacher's Cave, I

decided that the cave site should be at the top of our list of places to investigate.

In 1991, as an historian and preservationist starting my first archaeological field

survey in Preacher's Cave, I quickly leamed that patience was a virtue and details were

critical. First the surface of the cave floor was examined for artifacts, inegularities, and

stains in the soil. Next, a systematic baseline directional grid was established to reference

both this field survey and possible future excavation units. When we finally got started, it

might have been as much luck as expertise, but the first shovel test in Preacher's Cave

unearthed an almost intact clay tobacco pipe that stylistically dated to the seventeenth

century. That pipe, which is now displayed in the completed Spanish Wells Museum,

confirmed the legend of seventeenth-century activity in the area of Preacher's Cave and

was the starting point for an archaeological project that has lasted eighteen years, spanned

two continents, and has withstood hurricanes, funding challenges, and political reversals.

That small museutn also provided the impetus to concentrate on Preacher's Cave itself

and expand the project to the development of a National Heritage Tourism Site on

Eleuthera, Bahamas, the subject of this dissertation.
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INTRODUCTION

This dissertation employs a multidisciplinary academic approach to the practical

development of a national heritage tourism site at Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera

Bahamas. Preacher's Cave is situated on the northernmost coast of the I l0 mile long

island of Eleuther4 in the eastern Bahamas, far from any major population center (figure

I ). The main settlements in the area are at Spanish Wells, a small village on St. George's

Cay to the west of the main island of Eleuthera, and Harbour Island, another separate

island to the east (figure 2). In total the population of Eleuther4 Spanish Wells and

Harbour Island in 2000 was I l.l65.l

The cave itself is found in a limestone cliffthat rises to an elevation of about 30

meters (98.42 feet) above sea level (figure 3). It has a large opening that faces north

toward the beach ridge, a tall ceiling with a hole in the center that lets in light and rain,

and a white sandy floor. The interior is irregular, measuring approximately 20 meters

(65.62 feet) wide at the mouth, and 34 meters (l I1.55 feet) deep. A natural Bahamian

hardwood hammock stands in front of the cave creating an environment that is at once

remote and protected, yet still accessible to the Atlantic Ocean which is almost 300

meters (984.25 feet) to the north. The site is completely isolated from all development

' Ralph Deans, Bahamas Handbook (Nassau, Bahamas: Etienne Dupuch Jr.
Publications, Ltd., 2008), 447 .



Figure l. Map of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas showing Eleuthera and Preacher's Cave in
proximity to Florida and Cuba. From the Atlas of the Bahamas, Ministry of Education, Nassau,
Bahamas. 1985.



and is surrounded by small farms and vacant land, most of which are owned as

cornmonage (figure 3).2

Figure 2. Nautical map of the northern end of Eleuthera, Bahamas showing the cave site on the
main island between Spanish Wells and Harbour Island. Nautical Publications 2003.

Local legend has always insisted that this was the site of the first English

settlement in the Bahamas. Seventy settlers, known as the Eleutherian Adventurers,

shipwrecked somewhere near the cave in 1648 and used it for shelter and a base for

2 For a discussion of the commonage, and the approximately six thousand acres of
farmland that was deeded to all Harbour Island freemen, blacks and whites in 1785 by
Andrew Deveaux for lending support against the Spanish, see Michael Craton and Gail
Saunders, A History of the Bahamian People, Volume One: From Aboriginal Times to the
End of Slavery (Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992),169-171.



further sustenance and development. Not surprisingly, it is called Preacher's Cave

because, as Independent Puritans from Bermuda seeking religious freedom during the

upheaval of the English Civil War, these settlers used the cave as the first church in the

Bahamas. No one, however, is sure of the exact origin of the niune or when it was first

used.

Figure 3. Preacher's Cave during the opening of the 2005 field season.
Photograph by John Beriault.



Figure 4. Contemporary aerial photograph of the Preacher's Cave project area. Notice the
isolation of the site and its proximity to the Atlantic Ocean on the north side of the image.
(Earthgoogle.com)



This study, although grounded primarily in the traditional historical disciplines of

research, interpretation, and narrative, also integrates findings from five archaeological

excavations that took place in 1991, 1992,2005,2006, and 2007 and plans for the

protection, development, and opening of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site. It is

a study in public history and archaeology and the process necessary to compile facts and

present them to a non-academic audience rather than a purely technical report. Historical

facts, archaeological statistics, and scientific findings are gleaned for their use in the

interpretation of the site. A more detailed scientific paper is both warranted and

anticipated when the final analysis of the 2007 artifacts is complete. This information

will be distributed to the Bahamian goveffrment, The North Eleuthera Historical Society,

and submitted to the Society of American Archaeology as a possible paper topic.

This dissertation is also a creative endeavor, which, in addition to the scholarly

historical work and synthesis, encompasses a practical and personal exercise. It is a

demonstration of the work of a public intellectual, transcending theory and academia

while taking place in present time in the real world. Chapter One, "The Foundation:

Building the Spanish Wells Museum," written in the form of a memoir, recounts the

inception of my personal connection to Preacher's Cave, beginning with the development

of the Spanish Wells Museum in 1991. The development of this small island museum

laid the groundwork for the first archaeological excavations at the site. These early

investigations were later expanded into the more recent larger proposal to document,

protect, and open the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site as a public park.

Chapter One documents the background of the Preacher's Cave project and its connection



to the people of Spanish Wells, forming the foundation for the long and complicated

chronicle of the status of Preacher's Cave today. The story illustrates how personal

connections form the basis of many local history projects, often become political, and

how, in the course of bringing a project to successful completion in the public realm,

creative strategies for the mitigation of unplanned obstacles must be developed. The

Commonwealth of the Bahamas is a small country that achieved independence from

Great Britain in 1973 and has a population of only 305,655 people.s Little can be

achieved without the personal friendships and support of both the local citizens and those

in power. As in most preservation projects, the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site

is built on a bedrock of local history and is unique to its indigenous environment and

politics. But it is also important to examine the process as well as the content of a project

on the scale of this undertaking. This chapter documents the background of the project

while looking at the role of the public intellectual in this instance.

The procedure required for the transformation of a remote place like Preacher's

Cave from a site with vague historical associations to a world class heritage tourism

destination requires more than the documentation of its history. During this process,

public memory is mined, joined with the written record and physical evidence, and then

translated for consumption to an audience of visitors that will include tourists, the local

population, and the politicians who have the ability to protect the site and allocate funds

for the work.

3 The Commonwealth of the Bahamas, "Population in Islands: Census Years
| 97 0 -2000," http : //www. bamamas. gov. bs. htm I (accessed August 4, 2008).



Chapter Two, " Myth and Identity: Resurrecting the Eleutherian Adventurers,"

isolates the narrative of the seventeenth-century English colonial experience in Eleutheria

and explores the shift in emphasis from local legend to a more informed portrait of the

Eleutherian Adventurers based on the initial recovery of the first two archaeological field

seasons.o It discusses how, in the case of the Preacher's Cave project, one exhibit in the

Spanish Wells Museum (a painting by artist Alton Lowe) provided a marker for cultural

identity, encouraging further interest and exploration of the actual cave site on the main

island of Eleuthera. Further interest was added when an ambitious DNA project, in

collaboration with the University of Miami School of Medicine, scientifically linked the

present population to the recovered seventeenth-century skeletal remains found on the

site. This section of the dissertation also examines how naming a place and its

subsequent enshrinement adds value by transforming history into heritage.

Although scholars like John Urry suggest that "heritage history is problematic

because of the emphasis upon visualization,"s others like Lucy Lippard state that:

Nostalgi4 like memory, is personal and subjective; history is purportedly specific;
heritage is often concocted, generalized, and idealized. Historical tourism thrives
on anachronism, which jolts participants into consciousness and synchronism,

aThe place natnes "Eleutheria" and "Eleuthera"are used in this dissertation to
differentiate between the seventeen-century English colony, which was named
"Eleutheria" by the Eleutherian Adventurers in 1647, and all other references to the
Bahamian island today called "Eleuthera." The original English colony was located at the
north end of today's larger island of Eleuthera. It is not known when the simplification of
the spelling took place. A more detailed description of the name "Eleutheria" and its
meaning starts on page 55.

5 John lJrry, The Tourist Gaze (London: Sage Productions,2002),102.



which perpetuates their enjoyment of historical myth.6

In a country like the Bahamas, where tourism is a mainstay of the national economy, how

important is this transformation from history into heritage, and what part does it play in

the development and protection of an historic site?

Chapter Three, "Recovering an Historical Narrative: Collating Myth, Material

Culture, and the Written Record" is more traditional in form and based on the academic

work of the historian and the archaeologist. Collating written documents pertaining to the

Eleutheria community with the material culture that has been recovered from the site

during all five of the archaeological field seasons, produces a more detailed nanative.

This narrative focuses on the social history of the Bahamas in the 1640s and 1650s and

places it in the context of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site. It also considers

the political and ideological reasons for the emigration of a few hundred individuals from

the relative comfort of life in one established English colony, Bermuda, to the unknown

hardships of the Bahamas. It pulls together past research from the primary and secondary

sources and assimilates that knowledge with the physical reality of Preacher's Cave,

piecing together the everyday folkways and subsistence of the colony. Evidence of a

seventeenth-century African Bahamian presence at the site also expands the interest of the

place providing an opportunity for all Bahamians to relate to this spot and connect with

the founding of their country. This chapter also attempts to place the settlement at

Preacher's Cave into the larger context of the Atlantic colonial world.

u Lucy R. Lippard, On the Beaten Track: Tourism, Art and Place (New York: The
New Press, 1998), 154.



Using the recovered artifacts as clues to trade patterns and culrural connections, it looks

back to England and Eugope as well as to other colonies in North America to put the site

in historic perspective.

Based on the remarkable and unexpected prehistoric discoveries made at

Preacher's Cave during excavations in 2005, 2006, and2007, Chapter Four, "Exploring a

Lucayan Burial Site," expands the importance of this Bahamian heritage site by including

information about the first inhabitants of the island country. Artifacts and burials that

were recovered on Eleuthera and in Preacher's Cave confirm the presence of pre-

Columbian native peoples in the area as early as A.D. 900 and possibly earlier. This

information not only contributes to the scientific literature but adds value to the historic

site because of the uniqueness of the discoveries. It also demonstrates how one culture

sometimes unknowingly builds on another, influenced by circumstances and the natural

environment. A sacred Lucayan space became a seventeenth-century Puritan church.

Chapter Five takes the history and heritage of the Eleutherian Adventurers, and

the Lucayans that have been reviewed in the previous chapters, blends those findings with

the reality of the natural environment of Preacher's Cave itself, and translates the findings

into "A Development Plan for the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site." This chapter

discusses the practical considerations for any project of this type, while at the same time

being site specific. Politics, land ownership, local participation, expenses, and logistics

are all included in the discussion. In particular, the difficulties of the remoteness of

Preacher's Cave and the integration of the natural resources within the historical site are

evaluated. In conclusion, an action plan is suggested so that Preacher's Cave can be
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properly interpreted and enjoyed by future generations as part of the sustainable economic

development that is needed for the Bahamas.

Literature Review

The interpretation of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site and topics

discussed in this dissertation are grounded in the academic literature. The early history of

the European settlement of the Bahamas is a difficult topic to research. Few scholarly

works have been published, and although the Columbus Quincentennial in 1992

stimulated renewed interest in the islands, most of that scholarship focused on either the

Amerindians who populated the hemisphere before the arrival of the Europeans or the

controversy over the voyages and landing places of Columbus.

Research into the first permanent English settlement in the Bahamas by the

Eleutherian Adventurers at Preacher's Cave has been neglected. This is probably due to a

number of factors. The scarcity of records from that time period to be found in the

Bahamas discourages students without the finances to travel to both London and

Bermuda. Also, since the country's independence in 1973, Bahamian historians have

concentrated more on African Bahamian subjects than on England's seventeenth-century

colonial involvement in the countrv.

The most valuable sources reviewed for the historical aspect of this project have

been three works that were complied and transcribed in Bermuda from the English

Colonial record and other original sources. The first, Memorials of the Discovery and

Early Settlement of the Bermudas or Somers Island, 15i,5-i,685, Volume I and Volume II,
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was completed in 1876 by Major-GeneralJohn Henry Lefroy, the Governor and

Commander-in-Chief of Bermuda from l87l to 1877. Originally published with a

stipend from the Bermudian goverrrment, the work was reprinted in 1932 and 1981.

Although the main focus of these volumes is Bermuda, many of the documents included

pertain to the origins of the Eleutherian project and the religious conflicts between

Royalists and Independents that formed the basis for the emigration of this small band of

Puritans to an uninhabited Bahamian island. Correspondence, wills, shipping records,

and recordings of the Bermuda Council of State are all included. An Appendix in

Volume I lists biographical details of the lives of important figures in Bermuda's history,

including two of the ministers who traveled to Eleutheria: Reverend Patrick Copeland and

Reverend Nathaniel White.

The Rich Papers: Letters from Bermuda, I615-1646, edited by Vernon Ives in

1984, is a collection of documents and letters that were sent from early colonists in

Bermuda to Sir Nathaniel Rich and his family in England during the seventeenth century.

Nathaniel Rich, his younger brother Robert, and his cousin, the Earl of Warwick, were all

active in the colonization of Bermuda Virginia, New England, and the West Indies.

Expertly transcribed, edited and footnoted, this reference is invaluable to the study of the

early settlement of Bermuda. For the Bahamian historian, The Rich Papers supplies

background information on the Bermuda origins of the Bahamian settlement.

Seventeenth-century housing styles, boat designs, and cooking utensils are alldetailed in

the text. This is helpful in the assessment of the archaeological artifacts found in

Preacher's Cave. One interesting letter from Richard Norwood to Viscount Mandeville
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dated July 29, 1642, suggests that a plan existed "at present for discovering one of the

Bahamas Ilands [sic] in the latitude of 28 degrees, called Lucayonegue."T It is not clear

who was involved in this plan, but its existence predates information on the Eleutherian

Adventurers by five years.

Another extremely important Bermudian source is Bermuda under the Somers

Islands Company I6l2-1684, Volume I, Volume II, and Volume III, edited and compiled

by A.C. Hollis Hallett. Dr. Hallet returned to his native Bermuda in 1977 from his

position on the faculty of the University of Toronto to become the founding President of

Bermuda College. Because he recognized the importance of the original documents that

recorded the settlement of Bermuda by a single English joint-stock company over a

continuous period that lasted nearly seventy years, he spent the last ten years of his life

working on a new transcription of these resources. This work is even more valuable,

because the Bermuda Company records originally housed in their office on Watling

Street, London, have never been found. As Hallet notes, "the manuscript volumes which

have managed to survive damp, insects, and human neglect in Bermuda have become the

records of the Bermuda Company by default."s

In his introduction, Hallett estimated that Lefroy's Memorials only covered about

one third of the original material. Hallett transcribed the rest, making reference both to

t Vernon A. Ives, ed.,The Rich Papers: Letters From Bermuda, 1615'1646
(Toronto, Canada: The University of Toronto Press, 1984),329.

8 A.C. Hollis Hallett, ed, Bermuda under the Somers Islands Company I6l2-
/684, Volume I (Old Royal Dockyard, Bermuda: Juniperhill Press and Bermuda
Maritime Museum Press,2005), v.
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Lefroy's earlier work and the physical condition of the original documents within the text.

His inclusion of the rich social history of the time period that Governor Lefroy's

Victorian mentality excluded as unimportant is a great contribution. Hallet's work was

published posthumously in 2005 and was kindly sent to Dr. Sandra Norman and me by

Dr. Edward C. Harris. Director of the Bermuda Maritime Museum. after he visited our

excavation in Eleuthera in March 2006.

Other resources that were used in this work include the records of the

Massachusetts Historical Society and Harvard University. The small Eleutheria colony

had connections to Harvard from the start. Two of Harvard's four graduates from the

class of 1646 were the sons of Independent ministers from Bermuda and had connections

to members of the voyage to the Bahamas. The Adventurers also turned to Puritan

Governor John Winthrop of Massachusetts for help after their shipwreck disaster. The

correspondence between Winthrop and senior Eleutherian Minister Patrick Copeland is

one of the few contemporary reports of the incident and its aftermath. Winthrop's

Journal, History of New England 1630-1649 was edited by James Kendall Hosmer in

t946.

An article written by John Hassam in 1899 for the Massachusetts Historical

Society entitled "The Bahama Islands, Notes on an Early Attempt at Colonization" is also

important for the clues it offers to the identity of early investors in the Eleutheria

experiment. Hassam transcribed an original letter (now lost) from John Bolles to Joseph

Bolles dated August 15, 1654, that was in the possession of a Bolles descendant in

Rockport, Massachusetts, William N. Manning. John Bolles himself was one of the
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original investors, and this letter lists the names of the others who backed the project

financially but stayed in England. All were Puritans aligned with Oliver Cromwell and

active in the English Civil War.

The Colonial Society of Massachusetts also has two interesting articles from their

publications of the 1930s. These articles by Fulmer Mood include a transcription of the

"Articles and Orders of the Eleutherian Adventurers, 1647" and a hypothesis on who

authored this unsigned document. The "Articles" are important to the overall

interpretation of the site because they show the intent of the Eleutherian group and the

original ideals that the colony professed at the start of colonization. In particular, the

Articles state that there would be liberty in religious persuasion. The colonists would be

"subject in civil affairs to their goverrrment, but free to worship as they choose."e This

concept was radical in the seventeenth century and represents a great "difference between

the spirit of the Eleutherian enterprise and the religious priorities of Massachusetts

Bay."'o Had the experiment in religious and political freedom worked, Eleutheria would

have been the first constitutional democracy in the New World.

The best of the secondary sources on the early settlement of the Bahamas is

Islanders in the Stream: A History of the Bahamian People, Volume One: From

Aboriginal Times to the End of Slavery (1992) by Michael Craton, a Professor of History

n Gregory Edwin Shipley, "Turbulent times, troubled isles: The rise and
Development of Puritanism in Bermuda and the Bahamas, 1609- 1684" (Dissertation for
the Doctor of Philosophy, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Westminster Theological
Seminary, 1989), 401. An original copy of the "Articles and Orders of the Eleutherian
Adventurers" is in the British Museum.

ro lbid.
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at the University of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada and Gail Saunders, Director-General of

Heritage of the Bahamas. These two important Bahamian scholars cover the history of

the country from the prehistoric past to 1838. Although the largest section of the book is

devoted to an analysis of Bahamian slave society from I 784 to 1838, which is Dr.

Saunders' specialty, the early colonial period is covered in depth.and is well documented.

This work emphasizes social rather than political history and is centered on a Caribbean

perspective rather than on Europe. The endnotes are complete and a valuable resource for

further investigation.

Volume Two of the Craton and Saunders series is subtitled From the Ending of

Slavery to the Twenty-First Century (1998). This work completes the historical narrative

of the first volume, and brings the reader up-to-date on the present structure of the

goverrrment and political personalities in the country. It also includes valuable chapters

on the twentieth-century cultural history of the islands and asks the question, "What does

it mean to be Bahamian?" Understanding these issues and the recent political story is

particularly important when navigating the bureaucracy, negotiating archaeological

permits and seeking government funding.

Virginia Bernhard's Slaves and Slaveholders in Bermuda, I61 6- 1782 (1999) is

another good secondary source, especially for the documentation and interpretation of the

first free black settlement in the Bahamas. Little is known of this group who were

banished to Eleutheria in 1656 after a slave uprising in Bermuda. Their association with

the Eleutherian Adventurers' colonv is unclear. but Bernhard's work focuses on the

conditions of slaves in Bermuda during this time period and offers some prospects for
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further research into this under-represented area of Bahamian history.

The most helpful work on the history of Bermudian Puritanism is Gregory Edwin

Shipley's "Turbulent times, troubled isles: The Rise and Development of Puritanism in

Bermuda and the Bahamas, 1609-1684"(1989). This dissertation for the Doctor of

Theology degree at Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphi4 Pennsylvani4 is

specific to the island colonies of Bermuda and the Bahamas and compares Puritanism

there to the experience in seventeenth-century New England. In particular, Shipley's

evaluation of Bermuda's ministers and their religious philosophies as expressed in the

theological literature of the time period is helpful with an analysis of motivations for

emigration.

For the interpretation of the material culture found at the site and the social

customs of the time period, I have relied on important classics in the literature. James

Deetz's In Small Things Forgotten: The Archaeologt of Early American Life (1977'l nd

Ivor Noel Hume's Artifacts of Colonial America (1969) form the basis for my

understanding of the English material culture of the site. Kathleen Deagan's Artifacts of

Spanish Colonies of Florida and the Caribbean, I500-l,804 Volume I (1987) and

Volume 2 (2002) are invaluable for the identification of the Spanish pottery shards and

some portable personal items that were found. Mitchell W. Marken's Potteryfrom

Spanish Shipwrecks i,500-i,800 (1994) is also helpful, especially his analysis of the

stylistic changes in the Spanish olive jar over time. Blackwell Studies in Global

Archaeologt: Historical Archaeolo,gl, edited by Martin Hall and Stephen W. Silliman

(2006) and, The Cambridge Companion to Historical Archaeologt, edited by Dan Hicks
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and Mary C. Beaudry (2006) are useful discussions on evolving theories in historical

archaeology with some relevant examples that offer insights into the Preacher's Cave

experience.

Albion's Seed: Four British Follways in America (1989) by David Hackett Fischer

is a complete work on the cultural history of this time period in Anglo America. Although

the Bahamas are not mentioned specifically, the book has a long section on the Puritan

colonists in New England. From the physical evidence at Preacher's Cave, many of the

folkways in Eleutheria have similarities to those that Fischer describes in New England.

David E. Stannard's The Puritan llay of Death (1977) is useful in interpreting the

seventeenth-century graves that were discovered at the site in 1992.

To place the Preacher's Cave site within the context of the seventeenth-century

Atlantic colonial world, three books were relevant. Alison Games' Migration and the

Origins of the English Atlantic llorld (1999) traces people on the 1635 emigration lists

from the port of London as they migrate between locations to prove the interactions

between the English colonies. Atlantic Virginia: Intercolonial Relations in the

Seventeenth Century by April Lee Hatfield (2004) focuses on Virginia, and is extremely

helpful in connecting the Eleutherian colony to the Puritans there. Based on a conference

that was held in Charleston, South Carolina in 1999 entitled "The Emergence of the

Atlantic Economy," a collection of thirteen essays edited by Peter A. Coclanis, The

Atlantic Economy during the Seventeenth ond Eighteenth Centuries (2005) also offers

insights into trading patterns within the English and Dutch colonial worlds, and the

fluidity of the Atlantic economy.
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Besides the published material listed in the bibliography, I have also relied

heavily on the expertise of my collaborators, Dr. Sandra L. Norman and Robert S. Can.

Dr. Norman made numerous trips to the British Public Records Office in London,

England, and shared all of this original source material with the team. The past papers we

have written and submitted together to the Bahamas Department of the Archives in

Nassau, Bahamas, have been updated with the latest project report, "An Archaeological

and Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave, Eleuthera" Bahamas" (2006). Other

articles include "An Archaeological Survey of Spanish Wells and North Eleuthera,

Bahamas," by Robert S. Carr (1991), and "Archaeological Investigations at Preacher's

Cave, North Eleuther4 Bahamas, Phase II. May 1992,* by Robert S. Carr, Jane S. Day and

Sandra L. Norman (1993). These works are available at Research Atlantic4 Inc., Boca

Raton, Florida, The Archaeological and Historical Conservancy, Davie, Florid4 and the

Bahamas Department of the Archives, Nassau, Bahamas.

During the March 2006 and January 2007 excavations of Preacher's Cave another

important discovery was made that adds still one more layer to the interpretation of the

site. Lucayan skeletal remains, which date to the pre-Columbian era, were unearthed

toward the rear of the cave. These graves are a rare find and add much to both the

historical project and the heritage interpretation of the site. For background information

on the Lucayans and their culture, I have turned to lrving Rouse's The Tainos: Rise and

Decline of the People who Greeted Columbus (1992), and William Keegan's two books,

The People Who Discovered Columbus: The Prehistory of the Bahamas (1992) and

Bahamian Archaeologt (1997). These studies are based on fieldwork in the Bahamas and
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other islands of the Caribbean and tackle questions of population, food sources, social

structure, and the environment of these pre-Columbian people. Shaun O. Sullivan's

master's thesis from Florida Atlantic University entitled "Archeological Reconnaissance

of Eleuthera, Bahamas"(1974) is the most detailed work on specific sites in North

Eleuthera, but much has been discovered since it was submitted and his conclusions are

dated.

In addition to reviewing literature in the fields of history and archaeology, I have

also looked at works related to the history of the development of tourism and world

heritage sites. Anders Greenspan's Creating Colonial ll/illiamsburg (2002), Dona

Brown's Inventing New England (1995), and Gerald Danzer's Public Places: Exploring

Their History (1987) are all excellent sources for the exploration of heritage production

and the role played by these sites in a consumer-oriented industry. All three authors point

out that the interventions and displays created in these heritage productions are crucial to

interpretation and their meanings. The created displays become the reality that guides the

tourist's understanding. Imagination animates the history.

Lucy R. Lippard's two books, On the Beaten Track: Tourism, Art ond Place

(1998), and The Lure of the Local: Sense of Place in a Multi Centered Society (1997), and

Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett's Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums and Heritage

(1998) discuss many issues of historic preservation and art and their relationship to

tourism development. Lippard notes that the "historical roles of pilgrimage and curiosity

have been filled (though hardly fulfilled) by tourism and museums." rr She echoes back to

' ' Lucy R. Lippard , On the Beaten Track,9.
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Victor Turner's theories inThe Ritual Process (1995) on the notion of "liminality,"

comparing tourism to ritual behavior with a beginning, a change, and retum to normal.

Kirshenblatt-Gimblett makes a good case for the idea of heritage as value added to a site.

"Heritage and tourism are collaborative industries," she states, "heritage converting

locations into destinations and tourism making them economically viable as exhibits of

themselves."l2

To put all of these observations into a theoretical perspective, Dean MacCannell's

books, The Tourist: A New Theory of the Leisure Class (1976) and Empty Meeting

Grounds: The Tourist Papers (1992) offer an analysis of what he calls "staged

authenticity." How much is "real" about the setting, the structure, the interpretation?

MacCannell believes that, "The touristic experience that comes out of the tourist setting is

based on inauthenticity and as such is superficial when compared with careful study."r3

His discussion of the "semiotic of Attraction"r4 is also important in this work. What

mental images do the signs and markers at an historic site convey? How can we as public

intellectuals transfer the "careful study" involved in our academic research of the history

and archaeology of a site to an audience of tourists who will visit sometime in the future?

Do the complexities of the analysis have to be watered down for popular consumption?

Will any of this make a difference when applied to a real site and project such as

' 2 Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett . De st inat ion Culture :
Heritage (Berkeley, California: University of Califomia Press,

'3 Dean MacCannell, The Tourist: A New Theory of the
Schocken Books, Inc., 1976), 102.

'o lbid.,l09.

Tourism, Museums, and
1998) ,  l5 l .

Leisure Class (New York:
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Preacher's Cave?

Other collections of essays have been useful in considering the interpretation of an

archaeological site and how it is marketed for the tourist industry. ln Nationalism, Politics

and the Practice of Archaeologt (1995), the editors, Philip L. Kohl and Clare Fawcett,

point out the theoretical considerations of using archaeology in the service of the state.

They ask whether there is "an unavoidable or natural relationship between archaeology

and nationalism" and then emphasize that'this relationship is not necessarily comrpt or

intrinsically suspect."ri Neil Asher Silberman, in the same volume, stresses that "images

and symbols from the past play conspicuous and powerful roles in the present."r6

Archaeology offers opportunities that can either reinforce past historical interpretations or

expose new insights. At Preacher's Cave one challenge is to construct a story that

includes both the colonialist past and the indigenous people who occupied the same place.

Still in question is whether the tourist interpretation will be subject to any nationalistic

political pressure. Is this unavoidable if the government is paying the bills? In the end,

will the new discoveries at Preacher's Cave help rewrite the national historical narrative?

Marketing Heritage: Archaeologt and the Consumption of the Past (2004), edited

by Yorke Rowan and Uzi Baram, suggests that the boundaries of archaeological

interpretation have gone beyond nationalism, weakened by globalization and

commercialization. The past is now more than ever used as a global commodity.

'5 Philip L. Kohland
of A r c hae o I o gt (C arbridge,

r6 lbid..249.

Clare Fawcett, eds., Nationalism, Politics and the Practice
England: Cambridge University Press, 1995), 3.
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"Heritage marketing insists on, even requires, a focus on the unique. The tourist market

uses the unique as a tool to encourage visits and consumption."rT Since Preacher's Cave

is unique both to the Bahamas and other British contact sites in the hemisphere, will this

fact help guarantee success? How will the marketing of the place affect the descendant

Bahamian population, who have always known the site as an historical location but never

as a commercial venture?

Also includedin Marketing Heritage is a valuable chapter by Bonnie Magness-

Gardiner that outlines the laws and regulations that protect historic sites and artifacts

worldwide. This section of the text was particularly helpful in making recommendations

to the Bahamian government for future action.

Once a thorough literature review is completed, but before you can proceed with

the development and protection of a place like Preacher's Cave, it is imperative to

understand the culture and requirements of the local population, and the importance of the

site within both the immediate community and the nation. My connections to the

Bahamas are long and deep, formed by years of visiting the village of Spanish Wells and

cruising on a boat throughout the island chain. But vacationing in a spot is not enough to

really understand the character of the place. Instead, it is necessary to dig into the history

of an area" stay put for awhile, and (most importantly) talk and listen to everyone you can.

One remarkable project allowed me to do this, unintentionally setting the stage for the

development of a national heritage site at Preacher's Cave. That project was the building

17 Yorke Rowan, and Uzi Baram, eds., Markcting Heritage: Archaeologt and the
Consumption of the Past (Walnut Creek, California: Altamira Press, 2004),20.

23



CHAPTER ONE

THE FOUNDATION: BUILDING THE SPANISH WELLS MUSEUM

Every project has a starting point. It is a moment when your interests,

background, and skills collide with an opportunity, and the possibilities are so enticing

that you cannot turn down the prospect. For my work developing the Preacher's Cave

National Heritage Site, that opportunity came with a call on Palm Sunday,2005, from my

old friend, Jock Morgan of Spanish Wells. The Honourable Obediatr H. Wilchcombe,

MP, Minister of Tourism for the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, was interested in

meeting me in Harbour Island in just five days, if I could find a flight over the busy Easter

weekend, and get a proposal together to develop Preacher's Cave as a national heritage

tourism site. The Minister, whom I had never met, had been told of my past work in

Preacher's Cave and Spanish Wells and asked what had happened to the Preacher's Cave

project during the previous thirteen years. Disappointed when he heard that someone

had, as he said, "dropped the ball," Wilchcombe wanted a proposal and a detailed plan to

move forward. With his characteristic optimism, Jock told the Minister that because I

had successfully completed the development of the Spanish Wells Museum, he was sure

that I was the person who could lead the effort to transform Preacher's Cave from a little

known natural site to a first class tourist destination.

As a member of Prime Minister Perry Christie's Progressive Liberal Party (PLP)
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goverrrment Obie Wilchcombe had been appointed Minister of Tourism in2002. At that

time, Prime Minister Christie had announced his "determination to maintain tourism as

the primary engine of economic growth and source of employment for the country."r He

planned to do this by accelerating tourism investment in the Family Islands, those

outlying islands situated away from the capital at Nassau. Wilchcombe and Christie also

understood the advantages of promoting heritage tourism so "product improvement was

undertaken with the restoration of historic sites."2 Promoting a project at Preacher's Cave

fit perfectly into their development model, so the Minister asked that my proposal be as

comprehensive as possible. It was to include a summary of past work at the site,

recommendations for any archaeological investigations that might be necessary to

interpret the place for the public, a cost estimate, and a schedule for moving ahead with

establishing a first rate tourist destination. Because I knew the importance of tourism to

the Bahamas, and because the request to change holiday weekend plans came through an

old friend, I dropped everything, drafted a proposal, and headed to Eleuthera.

An Unlikely Opportunity

Although Minister Wilchcombe's request for a proposal was the spark that ignited

a complicated project that today has national implications for the reinterpretation of the

history of the Bahamas and opportunities for the protection and enhancement of

' Angela B. Cleare, History of Tourism in the Bahamas: A Global Perspective
(Xlibris, 2007),299.

2 lb id . . l5z .
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Preacher's Cave, the development of the Spanish Wells Museum in l99l formed the

foundation for that work. The experience connected with the museum's completion was

the starting point for all of the formal archaeological work at the site and also planted the

seeds for my own evolution as a public historian long before I ever thought of the term or

studied its implications.

It can be argued that this undertaking was unique, therefore making its importance

limited, but the strategies used to complete one small island museum are easily

transferable to other communities with rich histories, limited financial resources, and a

desire to preserve their own unique perspective on the past. On a personal level,

involvement in the building of the Spanish Wells Museum laid the groundwork for my

future work as an advocate for the preservation of Preacher's Cave, a task that has proved

to be much more difficult than the original project of developing the museum.

Remarkably, the Spanish Wells Museum was designed and completed without

academic, goverrrment, or corporate sponsorship. The project was personally financed by

one man, Marvin Pinder, and my part in it was based on a verbal contract with Marvin

and his wife Nancy. The details were agreed upon in a very Bahamian way{ver a lunch

of cracked conch, an island specialty, on the shores of Nassau Harbor. Every aspect of

the agreement was based on trust, and I was given complete artistic and academic license

for the museum's content, as long as I stayed within budget.

The Pinders also participated as hands-on developers, helping wherever they

could with contacts and introductions. Archaeological excursions involved the entire

Pinder family, from children to grandparents. Nancy Pinder, an American who had
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married into the family and loved her adopted country, facilitated our work by overseeing

the importation of needed supplies into the Bahamas, hiring craftsmen for the

construction of displays and the renovation of the house into a museum, and providing

room and board for the historians and crew. The project could not have been completed

without Nancy's coordination and enthusiastic support.

In many ways my involvement in the development of the Spanish Wells Museum

was remarkable. I had little experience at museum building, no "request for

qualifications" was ever issued by the Pinders, the budget was minuscule considering the

scope of the work, the time frame of six months for completion of the museum was

ridiculously short, and other than a strong personal passion for all things Bahamian and

familiarity with Spanish Wells, I was an unlikely choice for director of the project. In the

Bahamas, however, family friendships and personal connections often trump traditional

credentials. In Spanish Wells, where people valued practical rather than academic

knowledge and few had a formal education, I was regarded as a scholar because I always

seemed to be reading a book on either Bahamian or South Florida history and was

constantly asking questions about the past. I was interested in their island's story and had

proved my love of the place and its people by repeated visits. I was familiar.

This was not my first effort, however, at trying to document the history of a small

Bahamian island. To the west of Spanish Wells, on Bimini, the Bahamian island nearest

to Florida, I was known to the locals as the "history lady," always asking questions,

recording oral histories, and searching for photographs. That description of my interests

seemed to have traveled on the trade winds from one island to another. In those days, I



cruised the Bahamas by boat, and often on docking, someone or other would show up

with a photograph, a story, or in one case a completed manuscript. I had also published

two articles about Bimini in the South Florida History Magazine and given a couple of

lectures at the Bahamas Historical Society in Nassau.3 Friends in Spanish Wells knew of

my work on Bimini through Jock Morgan, and the Pinders were aware of my lectures at

the Historical Society. They respected my efforts. This acknowledgment of my

involvement in Bahamian historical studies, combined with decades of friendships,

formed the basis of my Spanish Wells invitation. The emotional connections were deep,

wrapping me in affection during times of great celebration, while buoying my spirit

through long stretches of frustration and disappointment.

Questioning Past Discourses

The process of transforming academic scholarship interests into a group

experience for a wide and diversified audience is not easy. In developing a museum

narrative, it is imperative to be as accurate as possible, while at the same time being

cognizant of local culture and what is valuable to the community. It is also important for

the public historian to question dominant discourses and dispel false universals. Edward

Said, in an article written for The Nation in 2001, suggested that, "The intellectual's role

is first to present alternative narratives and other perspectives on history than those

'Jane Day, "Hemingway in Bimini," South Florida History Magazine (Miami,
Florida: The Historical Museum of Southern Florida, Fall, 1989), l0-l5,27,and"The
Bimini Bay Rod and Gun Club," South Florida History Magazine (Miami, Florida: The
Historical Museum of Southern Florida" Spring, 1990), 5-9,24.
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provided by the combatants on behalf of official memory and national identity.'{ Said

also reminded us that the "writing of history and accumulation of memory have been

regarded in many ways zls one of the essential foundations of power, guiding its strategies

and charting its progress."s

For the people of Spanish Wells, their historical narrative has often been

minimized or excluded in the national historical literature or sometimes recorded in a

negative light. In one early work, James H. Stark's History and Guide to the Bahama

Islands ( I 891 ), the entire history of the Eleutherian Adventurers and the English colonial

experience was factually inconect. Stark wrongly stated that the Bahamas were first

occupied by the English in 1629 and "the larger part of the settlers were Buccaneers.'6

He also incorrectly dated Captain William Sayle's initial journey to the islands, placing it

in 1667 rather than 1648, while suggesting that the Adventurers initially landed in New

Providence rather than on Eleuthera.T Besides calling the original English settlers of the

Bahamas (and thus the ancestors of the Spanish Wells population), pirates, Stark used

only a few sentences to describe his contemporary nineteenth-century Spanish Wells. He

told nothing of the island's rich history or its association with the founders of the colony.

a Edward W. Said, "The Role of Writers and Intellectuals," The Nation,
September 17 124, 2001, 33.

' Ib id .

u James H. Stark, Stark's History and Guide to the Bahama Islands. (Boston:
Photo-Eectrotype, Publishers, l89l ), 5l. This work was originally published as a travel
guide for the James E. Ward & Co. Steamship Line.

t  lbid., 52.
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The entire paragraph numbered fifty-four words:

Spanish Wells, on St. George's Cay, is at the extreme northwestem point of
Eleuther4 about five miles from Harbor Island. The inhabitants are principally
engaged in the cultivation of pineapples, oranges, and provisions for their own
use, on the adjacent shore of Eleuthera, and also in fishing. The population
numbers four hundred and fifty.*

In 1905, George Shattuck edited a book of essays simply called The Bahama

Islands. Published by the Baltimore Geographical Society, the book approached

Bahamian studies as a scientific endeavor. The authors sailed from island to island in

1902 gathering information and photographing Bahamian villages in what Craton and

Saunders described "as if a venture into the backward fringes of American civilization."e

The natural environment of the archipelago was described in detail with descriptions of

the marine environment, local fish, hurricanes, and tidal charts. A group of physicians on

board the Society's yacht, led by Clement Penrose, evaluated the health of the all-white

settlements in Eleuthera and the Abacos, another cluster of Bahamian islands to the west

of Eleuthera that was originally settled by British Loyalists who fled the new nation of the

United States after the American Revolution. Penrose and his colleagues used neo-

Darwinian theories and described the settlements at Hope Town and Spanish Wells as "ar

experiment conducted by nature."'o Although their medical observations and knowledge

of genetics are now extremely dated and inaccurate, descriptions of the isolation and

8 tbid.. 138.

e Michael Craton and Gail Saunders, Islanders in the Stream: A History of the
Bahamian People. Volume Two: From the Endings of Slavery to the Twenty-First
Century (Athens, Georgia and London: The University of Georgia Press, 1998), 135.
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poverty of these islands gave a snapshot of life in the Bahamas at the beginning of the

twentieth century. They also provided a relatively accurate genealogy of the Hopetown,

Abaco, settlement that has proved useful for genealogists. The description of Spanish

Wells, however, was not flattering.

Spanish Wells was supposed to have been settled by pirates, who refused to
mingle with the surrounding negroes, and as the number of white people in the
settlement was limited, close intermarrying resulted. The consequences of this
practice are evident in the present condition of the inhabitants. Here we found an
abnormally large proportion of locomotor-ataxia and eye diseases, including
cataracts, pinguicula and pterygium growths. We examined one dwarf woman 69
years of age and were told the there had been several other dwarfs in the
settlement, some of whom had died recently. We noticed, also, that the mental
acumen of many of the inhabitants of the place was rather low. The condition of
these people, although bad enough wrs very much better than that of the
inhabitants of Hopetown." (A settlement in Abaco, Bahamas)

Everild Young, who had a vacation home on Eleuther4 wrote Eleuthera: The

Island of Freedom (1966) calling her chapter on Spanish Wells "That's My Brother-in-

Law," poking fun at the homogeneity of surnames and the close genetic makeup of the

community. Young also hinted at Spanish Wells's reputation for racism, an opinion that

is contentious both on and offthe island.

[Spanish Wells] is a microcosm, a world unto itself, utterly different from any
other part of Eleuthera, or of the Bahamas, for that matter. The people are all
descended from the old pirates or early settlers, and until recently no coloured
folks were allowed to sleep on the island, although they could work there, being
fenied back to the mainland in the evening. 12

Again, the author had only scratched the surface of island identity, writing as a foreigner

lrGeorge Burbank Shattuck, ed,The Bahama Islands (Baltimore, Maryland:
Geographical Society of Baltimore, 1905), 409.

l2 Everild Young, Eleuthera: the Island called Freedom (London: Regency Press,
1966) ,159 .
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and not as someone who had taken the time to investigate local customs, interests, or

character. Nor had she analyzed the complicated history that led to her twentieth-century

description. Needless to say, the people of Spanish Wells felt minimizedin the literature

and had become apprehensive of outside evaluations of their history and island home.

They were notoriously hesitant to tell their stories.

With so much distrust and so linle historical information wrinen about Spanish

Wells, it was gratifoing for our team to be accepted by the islanders and given the

opportunity to investigate their past. Part of that acceptance came from introductions

made by natives like Jock Morgan and the Pinders. Part came because I was a familiar

face on the island, a repeat visitor who already knew a lot of people and had watched their

children grow up. I also believe that our final acceptance as members of the community,

and therefore competent public historians, came when we were embraced by the ladies at

the quilt shop.

During the first excavation at Preacher's Cave in 1991, the archaeologists and

historians on our team stayed at a small cottage on the main street of Spanish Wells next

to the proposed museum, then a vacant house. To go to work on the archaeological

survey of the are4 we had to head to the abutment (as islanders called the walkway on top

of the seawall at the southeastern end of the island), load the day's supplies into a small

boat, and travel over open water to whatever site we were investigating. In the course of

a day (in the mornings as we left and again on our way home in the late afternoon) we

passed the quilt shop, a one-room frame vernacular building across the road from our

residence.
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In the quilt shop there was a small group of island women who had been

gathering together for years to work on their needle craft. Working communally on large,

brightly colored projects stretched across a wooden frame, the women whiled away the

hours accompanied by gossip and neighborly visits. In good weather, they kept the door

and windows to the shop open and knew just about everything that was going on in town.

In the evenings, on our way home to the cottage, we got into the habit of stopping to show

the quilt ladies what we had discovered that day. Our enthusiasm must have been

infectious. Every day was an adventure. Some portion of a clay tobacco pipe or fragment

of a patterned ceramic usually showed up in our work buckets. The quilt ladies loved

touching everything and hearing about the history of each piece. They were thrilled to be

involved in what to them was the cutting edge of discovery. They were also pleased that

their history was being taken seriously and that we were looking for and finding much

more than the past written reports of racism, isolation, and poverty had indicated. They

were excited about physically holding small parts of the material culture of their own

ancestry; they were making a connection they had never known existed. Trash had

become treasure.

With the quilt ladies' exuberance, word spread throughout the island that the

museum might actually become a reality. The sceptics started to pay attention. We

"historians" were finding marvelous things. The history of their island, and thus the

country, was becoming more than just the study of politics and world powers. We really

were interested in the people of Spanish Wells. Their stories and experiences had enough

validity to be enshrined in a museurn. This turning point in the island mind-set was
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remarkable to watch, and the new museum was becoming a centerpiece for local pride

and identity even before it opened.

At first, anonymous gifts of produce were left at the cottage door: a basket of

tomatoes, a couple of sweet Eleuthera pineapples, a cake. Then the islanders showed up

themselves. They brought photographs and family treasures, hoping the objects could be

included in the displays. One teenager brought the "first" motor bike helmet on the

island, in his mind a sign of progtess and modernism. "Was it important?" "Could it go in

the museum?" We accepted with thanks. Then the team went door to door, collecting

reminiscences, borrowing cultural artifacts, and stressing the importance of local history.

The research had turned a comer. We had more than enough items to fill the vacant

house. Next came the difficult task of putting the information together, editing, making

room for everything in one small structure, and planning for the grand opening of the

Spanish Wells Museum.

Reaching for the Audience

At the basis of every public history project, particularly when building a small

local museum, academic research is compiled, then edited and translated into text and

visual displays for consumption by the intended audience. Although rendering the notion

of "audience" is at times problematic, when designing the Spanish Wells Museum, I was

far from theoretical in my approach. Even though my selections of the objects and text to

be used received very little scrutiny, intuitively I recognized my "responsibility" to the

people who would visit the museum and aimed for what Gloria Anzaldua called "the

35



ability to respond, to answer, to join a conversation that is always ongoing."r3 It was also

important to recognize that audiences, in this context, would visit the museum in

"ritualized groups" performing what Clark Hulse called "a theatrical and social

exp€rience."ra This ritual consumption Hulse tells us "is performed with words as well

as with eyes and feet. The painting becomes meaningful to the audience not in a

moment's glance, but through a rhetorical process supported by the host's narration and

the painter's inscription."ri Our interpretive signs for the items displayed would perform

a similar function, guiding the visitors. Imagery, W.J.T. Mitchell reminds us, can include

a wide variety of things:

contrary to common beliel images "proper" are not stable, static or permanent in
any metaphysical sense; they are not perceived in the same way by viewers any
more than are dream images; and they are not exclusively visual in any important
way, but involve multi sensory apprehension and interpretation.16

Designing for Spanish Wells had to take these concepts into account while determining

who would visit the museum and how to generate the widest community participation.

The most important segment of the audience for the Pinders was the local

population. We wanted to engage school children from the seven schools in the St.

rr Andrea A. Lunsford, "Toward a Mestizo Rhetoric: Gloria Anzaldua on
Composition and Postcoloniality," in Race, Rhetoric and the Postcolonial, editors, Gary
A. Olson and Lynn Worsham (Albany, New York: State University of New York Press,
t999),46.

ro Clark Hulse, The Rule of Art: Literature and Painting in the Renaissance
(Chicago, Illinois: The University of Chicago Press, 1990 ), l.

' t  lbid.

'6 w.J.T. Mitchell, Iconography: Image, Text, Ideologt (Chicago,lllinois: The
University of Chicago Press, 1986), 14.
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John's District of Eleuthera and their families, so that they could better understand their

cultural contributions to the Bahamas as a whole and have pride in their common

heritage. To do this, it was necessary to make the children feel at home with the language

used in the narrative and make at least some of the artifacts displayed seem familiar. By

doing this, we hoped that locals would not feel intimidated by the concept of a

"museum," something new to the island, and visit often. We accomplished this in three

ways. First, we used simple interactive displays so that children would be encouraged to

physically participate and stay interested: slide the lever, open the drawer, lift the panel,

and find the answer. Next, we intentionally turned the second room in the museum into a

"cabinet of wonders" (figwes 7 and 8). This turn-of-the-century parlor was filled with

artifacts and furniture donated and on loan from Spanish Wells families. A beautiful

collection of Depression Glass showed up one afternoon and quickly found its way to the

shelves. Of course, we had a display about quilt making and asked the quilt shop ladies

to participate by donating samples of their work (figures 5 and 6). The Stepping Stone

Quilters' Guild from Nassau also made a donation and dedicated their quincentennial gift

to Spanish Wells, because they considered "the Spanish Wells Quilters to be the Mothers

of Quilting in the Bahamas."rT We were trying to build an institution while at the same

time changing the ways the population of Spanish Wells viewed their own past and

ultimately themselves.

Finally, with the full support of Nancy Pinder, we decided to publish a Spanish

Wells cookbook. Called Spanish ll/ells Museum Recipes: Tastes and Traditions from a

17 Display in the Spanish Wells Museum. Text by the author.
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Figure 5. The loft in the Spanish Wells Museum before restoration. Photograph by Jane S. Day,
1991 .

Figure 6. The loft in the Spanish Wells Museum after the installation of exhibits. Note sample
quilting patterns made by the quilt shop ladies. Photograph by Jane S. Day, 1991.
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Bahamian Family Island, this project involved as many of the women in the community

as possible. We asked everyone for their favorite recipes and received handwritten

responses, some neatly printed on note cards, others on scraps of paper. In the

introduction to the book. I wrote:

The social history of an island deals with the everyday life of its citizens. At the
Spanish Wells Museum, social history is recorded in photographs and stories,
words and artifacts that have been contributed by the family and friends of
Spanish Wells. Major events have been noted. Exploration, celebration and
devastation have all been included in Museum displays. But the Spanish Wells
Museum is more than the four walls of its building. The history and traditions of
Spanish Wells are vibrant and the Museum is a living thing. This cookbook is an
example of that living legacy.rt

The women of Spanish Wells loved the cookbook. They liked seeing their names in print

and comparing their recipes with their neighbors. The first edition sold out at once, and

the book is still in print and available on the island.

Considering the audience of other Bahamians who lived offisland and visited,

either with school groups or as individuals, we wanted to minimize common stereotyp€s

about the "all white" island of Spanish Wells and force the viewers to look beyond racism

(which did, in fact, exist) into shared Bahamian experiences. In an attempt to accomplish

this, the human struggles for survival, both from natural disasters and economic

challenges, were highlighted. Work was a common theme that we emphasized with old

photographs of clearing a road by hand, net making, and explanations of island fishing

and farming. One exhibit recounted the story of a hurricane that hit Eleuthera on October

lt Jane S. Day, ed., Spanish
Bahamian Family Island (Spanish
ii i .

Wells Museum Recipes: Tastes and Traditions from a
Wells, Bahamas: The Spanish Wells Museum, l99l),
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9,1929, that affected the entire district. Another display told the story of the Glass

Window, a natural rock formation that rises eighty-five feet above the sea on North

Eleuthera and was inundated by a tidal wave inl872. Because the bridge over this

formation was again moved offits foundation by a wall of water in 1991, everyone in the

surroundingarcawanted to view the new photographs of this recent event on the museum

wall. Area celebrations were also included. Pictures and programs from the Harbour

Island Fair were of interest to people in the vicinity, showing many local faces from the

past and highlighting regional traditions.

For tourists on holiday, we had to be interesting, entertaining, and brief. We knew

that tourists' primary reasons for visiting the Bahamas probably had more to do with sun

and surf than heritage. Any museum visit was likely a diversion instigated by one history

buffin a group or a breezy day when boating was impossible. Their interests might also

be more international in scope. We wanted these people to see the connections between

this area of the Bahamas and the outside world. We included a transcription of a

seventeenth-century letter from the Eleutherian Adventurers to Harvard University in

Boston, Massachusetts, and a copy of an article from Niles Register dated December 24,

1814, in which James Monroe, then the U.S. Secretary of State, reported to the customs

agent in Wilmington, North Carolina, that an American vessel had attacked Royal Island,

a large island just west of Spanish Wells, in retribution for the British burning of the

White House. Because the museum was an official Quincentennial project for the

Bahamas, celebrating the five hundredth year since Columbus' arrival, we also asked the

question: Where did Columbus land? After reading a description of the landing site from
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Columbus's log, the viewer had the opportunity to choose one of eight unlabeled maps.

Each panel raised to reveal a narrative of the landing theory beneath. We hoped visitors

would take away a better understanding of life on a small island, see how that island was

affected by the outside world, and recommend the museum to their friends and family.

The Opening

If, on December 27 , I 99 I , you had asked anyone working on the opening of the

Spanish Wells Museum whether or not we would meet the deadline, the answer would

have been NO! During installation we learned that our final signs had been left in Ft.

Lauderdale. The Royal Bahamas Police Band, which was to provide entertainment for

the festivities, had refused to get on the two boats that were sent to Nassau to fetch them

(they felt the boats were too small!), and - worst of all - a Spanish Wells fisherman and

his son had failed to return to the island by dark and were feared to be lost at sea.

Although the islanders laughed at the logistics of bands and displays, a lost fisherman was

a serious matter. As word spread throughout the settlement, small boats pulled away

from docks all over the island. Someone coordinated a dragnet based on where the old

man liked to fish, the ocean currents, and the winds. They worried that his diabetes and

heart condition would complicate his chances for survival. If the worst outcome was

realized, the next day would bring a funeral rather than a museum opening. All we could

do was wait.

But December 28 arrived and with it the resolution of all the problems and the

opening of the Spanish Wells Museum by The Right Honourable Sir Lynden O. Pindling,
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then Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas, and his wife, Lady Pindling

(figure l0). Twin Air, our charter company, sent an extra flight filled with freight and the

lost signs. Harvey Higgs, Marvin Pinder's brother-in-law, headed to Nassau with one of

the large lobster fishing boats that Spanish Wells is known for complete with stabilizers,

and the Police Band felt secure enough to get on board. And the lost fisherman and his

son were found safe and returned home. They had both been in the water after their boat

sank, but had stayed together and were rescued in the dragnet. Wrapped in blankets to

keep him warrn and put to bed with a hot drink, the old man refused hospitalization and

fully recovered.

Despite all of the obstacles, the morning of the opening was bright and festivities

started on time. People from all over the North Eleuthera District showed up. Bread

baked in the outdoor oven. Ladies all over town put the finishing touches on dishes they

had prepared for the afternoon community luncheon. The actors in the island skit I had

written (representing the Lucayans, the Eleutherian Adventurers, and an early twentieth-

century fisherman) put on their costumes and practiced their lines one last time. The

dignitaries arrived, and the Royal Bahamas Police Band played the national anthem

(figure 9). The speeches began. The ladies from the quilt shop had front row seats from

the porch across the street and cheered the loudest. Finally, well known Bahamian

musician and artist, Eddie Minnis, performed the song he had wrinen for the occasion,

"All is Well in Spanish Wells." And indeed it was. The tough pragmatic spirit of the

Spanish Wells community had shown what it was made of and why recording their

history was so important.
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Figure 9. The Royal Bahamas Police Band at the Spanish Wells Museum opening, December 28,
1991. Photograph by Jane S. Day.

Figure 10. The Spanish Wells Museum, December 28,1991. Photograph by Jane S. Day.
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Figure I l. The Right Honourable Sir Lynden O. Pindling, Prime Minister of the Commonwealth
of the Bahamas, Jane S. Day and The Honourable L. Marvin B. Pinder at the opening of the
Spanish Wells Museum, December 28, 1991. Photograph by PattiJenkins.
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Another Excavation

A few months after the successful opening of the Spanish Wells Museum and

eleven months after the first archaeological survey, a second excavation at Preacher's

Cave, expanding the scope of the original work, took place from May 3 to May 15,1992.

This Phase II archaeological investigation opened a total of sixteen excavation units and

recovered a large assemblage of cultural material that included seventeenth-century

kaolin pipe stems and bowls, ceramic shards, botanical samples, faunal bones, lithics and

metal artifacts. Surprisingly, we also recovered seventeenth-century human skeletal

remains in two graves and identified the grave of a third individual. These two graves

proved to be among the most important features excavated in the first two phases of the

Preacher's Cave project. Not only did they offer insights into the burial customs of the

time period in the Bahamas, but before their discovery it was not known that the cave had

been used as a cemetery as well as a church. In addition to the graves, seventeen other

field features were documented, for a total of nineteen in all. We also found a number of

native Lucayan artifacts in the cave suggesting that the site had an important prehistoric

as well as a seventeenth-century component.le

All was proceeding as planned. Research and scientific evaluations had been

started, and because of the enthusiasm generated by the opening of the Spanish Wells

Museum, the discovery of the seventeenth-century graves, and a television spot with John

It Robert S. Carr, Jane S. Day and Sandra L. Norman, "lnterim Report on
Archaeological Investigations at Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera Batramas"(Boca
Raton, Florida: Research Atlantic4 Inc. 1993) and "Archaeological Investigations at
Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera Bahamas. Phase II. May 1992" (Boca Raton, Florida:
Research Atlantica, Inc., 1993).
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Tarellaon CNN News International, the team had high hopes for further work.2O Then

August arrived bringing two events that changed the course of the project: the Bahamian

national election and the start of the 1992 hurricane season.

Hurricane Season

The first storm was political. L. Marvin B. Pinder, the developer of the Spanish

Wells Museum and patron of the Preacher's Cave project, was a cabinet minister in the

Progressive Liberal Party's (PLP) goverrrment headed by Lynden Pindling Pindling

( I 930- I 996) joined the PLP after its foundation in 1953 and was first elected to

Parliament in 1956. He led his party through Independence inl973 and became the

Bahamas' first Prime Minister, eventually serving in Parliament for forty-one consecutive

years. On a personal as well as political level, it seemed that Sir Lynden wholeheartedly

supported the work in Spanish Wells by officially opening the Museum despite the fact

that the island was not a traditional PLP stronghold. Later, as soon as word reached

Nassau that the team had uncovered graves in Preacher's Cave, he made an

extemporaneous site visit to see the discovery for himself and offer congratulations. The

Prime Minster's support for these two important cultural projects appeared genuine, but

the summer of 1992 was also campaign season, and Pindling was on hand to help Marvin

Pinder's campaign for reelection.

In hindsight, there were many reasons for the PLP's defeat in 1992. The country

was faced with a soaring national debt, the effects of a worldwide recession on Bahamian

20 Video on CNN news with John Zarella, copy of the author, 1992.
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tourism had depressed the local job market, and charges of comrption throughout the

goverrrment caused the citizens to want change. When election day arrived on August 19,

1992, the results were disastrous for the PLP. The votes were tallied and the Free

National Movement (FNM) under Hubert Ingraham won thirty-two parliamentary seats

compared to the PLP's seventeen. To make matters worse for the Preacher's Cave team,

Marvin Pinder was "initially declared elected for northern Eleuthera by two votes, but

actually lost the seat by seven votes after an appeal and recount."2r The science and

scholarship of the archaeological excavation had won accolades, but with Pinder and

Pindling out of power the project had lost both political support and funding.

Unfortunately for our friends in North Eleuthera, the week was not over, and the worst

was yet to come.

Four days after the election, on Sunday evening, August 23,1992, at 5:00 p.m.,

Hurricane Andrew hit North Eleuthera before heading west toward the Florida coast and

an eventual landfall in Homestead, Florida. With a wind speed of 150 miles per hour and

gusts that reached 213 miles per hour, Spanish Wells was hit hard; thankfully there was

no loss of life.22 Elsewhere in the North Eleuthera district people were not so fortunate.

Telford Neely, Avaro Pedican, and Beverly Moss were all killed by flying debris. Yvonne

2l Craton and Saunders, Islanders in the Stream, Volume Two, 386-387.

22 Personal correspondence with Keith J. Meador, Bahamas Relief Organization.
Winds were clocked by the British Navy.
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Cash drowned.23 As public historians, our ties to the community were strong, and we

could not stand by and watch without taking action. Volunteers from my company,

Research Atlantica, Inc., the Sun-Sentinel, and the History Department at Florida Atlantic

University gathered medical essentials, baby formula, diapers, and monetary donations to

shop for other requested items. With 2300 pounds of medical supplies, food, and water, I

headed back to the Bahamas on an airplane donated by Southeast Toyota Distributors,

Inc., of Fort Lauderdale (figures l2 andl3).

Figure 12. Sandy Norman, representing Florida Atlantic University, and Bill Fox and Patti
Jenkins, representing the Fort Lauderdale Sun-sentinel newspaper, loading relief supplies bound
for Eleuthera after Hurricane Andrew. Photograph by Jane S. Day, 1992.

" John Christie, ed., Andrew! Savagery From the Sea (Orlando, Florida: Tribune
Publishing,l992),32.
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Once I arrived on Eleuthera- I was overwhelmed by the destruction. The British

Armed Forces and the Bahamian Defense Force had set up central commands at the

airport (figure l4). I was briefed by the commander and thanked by the politicians. They

inventoried the relief supplies and shipped them out to the neediest communities. I

headed to Spanish Wells. The year-old new grocery store, Food Fair, which had been the

location of the Royal Bahamas Police Band perforrnance during the museum opening,

was a total loss (figure l5). The Yacht Haven, where visiting boats berthed, lost its shed,

docks, and the roof of the oflice. The second floor of the Spanish Wells Beach Resort

was blown off. Dozens of homes were completely destroyed, while others sustained only

minor damage (figures l6 and l7). Miraculously, the museum was spared. One map had

fallen offthe wall.

Even though the museurn was safe, the Preacher's Cave project carne to a halt.

Now removed from office, our sponsor Marvin Pinder went back to his private law

practice. The new govemment was also unwilling to proceed, correctly stressing the need

to spend limited resources on rebuilding Eleuthera after Hurricane Andrew rather than on

archaeology. Personal changes in my life, including starting in the Ph.D. in Comparative

Studies program at Florida Atlantic University, limited my travel to the islands and

postponed further work in Preacher's Cave until 2005, when I got the call from the

Minister of Tourism.
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Figure 13. Supplies on the tarmac at the North Eleuthera Airport. Photograph by Jane S. Day.

Figure 14. The British Armed Forces and Bahamian Defense Force's Command Central at
North Eleuthera Airport after Hurricane Andrew. Photograph by Jane S. Day, 1992.
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Figure 15. The Spanish Wells Food Fair after Hurricane Andrew, l992. Photograph by Jane S.
Dav.

Figure l6. Damage to housing on Spanish Wells. Photograph by Jane S. Day, l992.
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Figure 17. Damage to housing on Spanish Wel ls.  Photograph by Jane S. Day, 1992.
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CHAPTER TWO

MYTH AND IDENTITY:
RESURRECTING THE ELEUTHERIAN ADVENTURERS

In 2005, after the Ministry of Tourism accepted my proposal, approving both

further archaeological excavations at Preacher's Cave and the development of the site

into a national heritage park, my first task was to reassemble the research material I had

accumulated in l99l while designing the Spanish Wells Museum and the results of both

previous excavations in l99l and 1992. Although it was necessary to shift my focus

from the history of the village of Spanish Wells to the seventeenth-century cave site, the

groundwork of the new project owed much to the earlier effort. The new project, like the

old, initially focused on Preacher's Cave as the original settlement site of the country's

first European settlers, so the history of the Eleutherian Adventurers was my primary

concern. Although over the years I had begun to gather more information on the topic,

details of the group's social history were still scarce. It was difficult to imagine the

seventy individuals who had shipwrecked on Eleuthera in 1648 and lived in the area that

surrounded the cave. Because of the importance of the Eleutherian Adventurers narrative

to the history of the country and the eventual interpretation of the Preacher's Cave

Heritage Site, it was imperative to review everything we knew, and develop an

archaeological research plan for the upcoming investigation that would produce as much
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information as possible. The results of the 1990s excavations became the foundation for

the 2005, 2006, and2007 archaeological field seasons, and the basis for future

interpretations of the material remains. But while science drove the academic and

curatorial concerns, the myth of the Eleutherian Adventurers provided the emotional

appeal that attracted both local interest in Eleuthera and the initial government financial

support. Politicians, after all, are always thinking about the next election, and the next

Bahamian election was scheduled to be held sometime in2007.

The Mytholory of Place

Before the extensive archaeological work sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism in

2005, 2006,and 2007, the Eleutherian Adventurers were still an enigm4 and their story

was one of the most difficult exhibits to imagine and interpret in the Spanish Wells

Museum. Although we knew the basic outline of the historical facts, it was difficult to

transmit the personal connections that would appeal to museum goers because we had

recovered so little of the material culture of the period. At the time, I suggested to our

sponsor, Marvin Pinder, that we needed something more than a few archaeological

artifacts to illustrate this important seventeenth-century tale. The short archaeological

survey we had completed in June of l99l was a success throughout the district, but the

first collection that was recovered from Preacher's Cave. the canonical home and church

of the shipwrecked pioneers, was spiuse. By opening one test unit a meter from the

western wall of the cave and digging to a depth of eighty centimeters, we found small
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pieces of faunal bone, unidentified seeds, and five kaolin tobacco pipe fragments.l

Although the recovered bowl and stem fragments stylistically dated to ca.l645-1665,

confirming a seventeenth-century presence at the site, a proposed museum display of

turtle bones, seeds and a few clay pipes, while perhaps exciting from an academic

perspective, barely hinted at the complicated history of the Eleutherian settlers.

References to the pioneers' longings for religious independence and free trade and the

ordeals they endured while establishing the first pennanent European settlement in the

Bahamas were absent in those small remnants of the past. The recovered material culture

held few details of the seventeenth-century social history of the place or the human

stories. The personalities, fears, and survival of the seventy people who emigrated from

England and Bermuda hoping to start a new life in "Eleutheria" were absent. Nothing

hinted at the broader history of the region, Eleutheria's place in the British colonial

world, or the founding of the modem Bahamas.

The name "Eleutheria" itself is an interesting concept to briefly explore. It is used

in this paper to distinguish between the seventeenth-century English colony and the

modern Bahamian island, Eleuther4 where the original colony existed. Originally found

in Bahamian history on A Broadside Advertising Eleutheria and the Bahama Islands

which was circulated in London in 1647 to attract investors, the name is derived from the

' Robert S. Carr, "An Archaeological Survey of Spanish Wells and North
Eleuthera Bahamas," AHC Bahamas Technical Report #1. Davie, Florida:
Archaeological and Historical Conservancy, July 199 l, 22'25.
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Greek word eleutheria, meaning freedom.2 Both Eric Froner and David Hacken Fisher

point out that the "meaning"of freedom is contested and has changed over time. Fisher

tells us that the Greek word originally meant "the condition of being independent,

separate and distinct."3 In the seventeenth-century, however, the English translators of

the King James Bible (l6l l) used the words eleutheria and eleutheros to mean "a release

from the bondage of sin.'{ In the beginnings of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, New

England Puritans stressed the idea of "soul liberty," which was not religious freedom in

the modern sense but "freedom for true faith."5 Foner goes on to say that in the Puritan

beginnings of Americ4 "servitude and freedom were mutually reinforcing, not

contradictory states, since those who accepted the teachings of Christ simultaneously

became "free from sin" and "servants to God.'6 Regardless of the exact meaning in the

minds of the organizers of this Bahamian colony, whether they meant separate or

independent as a congregation of Christians, or free of sin, the naming suggests a high

level of language skills and religious education, as least for some of the leaders.

2 Michael Craton and Gail Saunders, Islanders in the Stream: A History of the
Bahamian People. Volume One: From Aboriginal Times to the End of Slnery (Athens,
Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992\,74.

3 David Hackett Fischer, Liberty and Freedom: A Visual History of America's
Founding ldeas (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005), 5.

4 lbid., g.

5 David Hackett Fischer, Albion's Seed: Four British Follcways in America.(New
York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989),203.

6 Eric Foner, The Story of American Freedom (New York: W.W. Norton &
Company,l998), 4.
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For the development of the Spanish Wells Museum the scant wrinen record in

numerous general histories of the Bahamas and a few primary source documents in

Nassau, Bermuda, London, and Massachusetts allowed us to brush the surface of this

colonial drama, but little more. The beginnings of a smallartifact collection placed the

scene circumstantially within the physical setting of Preacher's Cave, but for all intents

and purposes details of the Eleutherian Adventurers' lives were still missing. The

historical narrative was incomplete. With so little evidence, creating a museum exhibit

about the Adventurers'ordeal and survival, removed from the physical setting of

Preacher's Cave, and instead installed in a small wood frame vernacular house in a

nearby village seemed impossible. Making the content of the exhibit interesting to an

anticipated audience of school groups, local citizens, and tourists would be even more of

a challenge.

For most of the 1,527 people who lived in Spanish Wells at the time, Preacher's

Cave had always been important.T Oral tradition on the island suggested that the

predominately white population of Spanish Wells was descended from the original

Eleutherian Adventurers with an admix of other white Bahamians who arrived in the

Abaco island chain during the English Loyalist migration of the 1780s and later moved to

7 The Commonwealth of the Bahamas, "Population in Islands: Census Years
1970-2000," http://www.bamamas.gov.bs.html (accessed August 4,2008). It is important
to note that the population of the Bahamas is approximately eighty-five percent people of
African descent and fifteen percent white and mixed race. Because the Spanish Wells
population is part of this small white minority, they have tended to cling to their English
heritage.
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Eleuthera.8 Routinely during personal visits to the island over the past forty years, I had

witnessed Spanish Wells friends using Preacher's Cave as a recreational destination for

short boat trips and picnics. They usually arrived at the site by sea, crossing over a

treacherous reef now called the Devil's Backbone, and landing on the beach north of

Preacher's Cave, a route similar to their ancestors' path but without the shipwreck drama

of the original voyage.

When questioned about their experiences and knowledge of the place, Spanish

Wellsmen remembered classroom field trips, Sunday family outings, and boy scout

camping trips. Until recent years, farmers tilled agricultural fields close to the entrance of

the cave on the commonage land that was granted to all Harbour Island freemen in 1785,

after they had assisted Andrew Deveaux in expelling the Spanish from Nassau.e Word of

mouth told us that sometime during the 1970s Preacher's Cave was the scene of an

expatriate Hippie camp. Later, it was reported that occasional church services were held

within the rock formations of the cave by a variety of religious denominations.

Contemporary ministers commemorated the country's beginnings with worship, singing,

and tales of their Puritan forefathers. Despite these scattered memories and diversified

temporary uses, Preacher's Cave at the end of the twentieth century was, for the most part,

8 For information on the Loyalist settlements in the Bahamas see: Sandra Riley,
Homeward Bound: A History of the Bahama Islands to 1850 (Miami, Florida: Island
Research, 1983), 95-202; Craton and Saunders, Islanders in the Stream: A History of the
Bahamian People. Volume One,l79- 257; Michael Craton, A History of the Bahamas
(Waterloo, Ontario, Canada: San Salvador Press, 1986), 136-157; and Paul Albrry, The
Story of the Bahamas (London: Macmillan Caribbean, 1975),109-120.

e Craton and Saunders.lslanders in the Stream, Volume One,l69-171.
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vacant and offthe beaten track of mainstream Bahamian life.

The name of the place itself, Preacher's Cave, is a relatively new designation for

the site and does not seem to have been formalized until the middle of the twentieth

century. The name is not mentioned in any of the seventeenth-century primary source

documents, although an unnamed cave is referenced in a court document in Bermuda in

1657 when a man named Richard Richardson quaneled with a group of salvagers who had

been staying at Captain Sayle's house and testified that he "went [to live at] the Cave

where they did formerly go to service."ro This quote hints at the site's past usage as a

church. This written suggestion of abandonment from 1657 gives an end date to the

Cave's use as a church.

Not until recently has the name Preacher's Cave even been included in secondary

source material. James H. Stark's History of and Guide to the Bahamas, promised "A

description of everything on or about the Bahama Islands of which the visitor or resident

may desire information," but omits any mention of either the Eleutherian Adventurers or

Preacher's Cave.rr Likewise, A. Talbot Bethell in The Early Settlers of the Bahamas and

'o J.H. Lefroy, ed., Memorials of the Bermudas or Somers Islands. Volume II
(Bermuda: Bermuda National Trust: l98l), I12. This reference is extremely important in
understanding the small community of Eleutherian Adventurers. It tells us that in 1657,
the Cave was no longer used for church services, but the incident also states the names of
seven men who were salvaging wrecks in the Harbour Island/North Eleuthera area at that
time. The testimony also states that Captain William Sayle had a house in the area that
was run by a man named Curtise, and concludes with a rare mention of Spanish Wells,
stating that after the men salvaged this particular wreck, [they] "come up at Spanish well
and there we shared the money."

'f James H. Stark, Stark's History and Guide to the Bahama Islands (Boston:
Photo-Electrotype, Publishers, l89l), 5l-52. Stark's history inconectly dates Eleutherian
leader Captain William Sayle's voyage to Bahamas as 1667. In fact, by this date Sayle
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Colonists of North America, completed in 1914, discussed the first European colonists but

does not mention where the group found shelter or lived after the tragic shipwreck forced

them to shore.12

References to a place named Preacher's Cave begin to appear in local histories

during the 1960s. Everild Young, an Englishwoman, moved to Eleuthera in 1949 and

lived there for nearly twenty yeils. With the encouragement of local friends, she wrote

Eleuthera: The Island Called Freedom in 1966, based on both superficial research and

local anecdote. In that book she recounts a tall tale that illustrates how the popular

imagination can alter historical facts while retaining some remnants of the truth:

There is a tradition that the cave received its name from three hundred preachers,
who had also shipwrecked near by and lived in the cave for three months...But
there is no information as to when this second wreck took place, and the story is
extremely difficult to believe.r3

She concludes by calling this story "a gloriously garbled version of what actually took

place."ra Paul Albury's The Story of the Bahamas (1975) called Preacher's Cave the

"traditional" name for the Adventurers' original shelter but gives no further explanation

for the title.r5 Michael Craton and Gail Saunders in the most scholarly contemporary

had left the Bahamas and was heading to the Carolinas to serve as the first Governor.

f 2 A. Talbot Bethell, The Early Settlers of the Bahamas and Colonists of North
America.3'd edition (Nassau, Bahamas: Rounce & Wortley , 1937),82-90.

l3 Everild Young, Eleuthera: The Island called Freedom (London: Regency Press,
1966), 56.

'o lbid., 57.

15 Paul Albury,43.
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history of the Bahamas, Islanders in the Stream, Volume One (1992) credits knowledge of

the location of the Eleutherian Adventurers' settlement to "hallowed tradition" and local

informants.f 6 The most recent source, published in 2008, Anne and Jim Lawlor's The

Harbour Island Story,relies on Anne's father, Paul Albury's notes, and evidence from our

own 1992 excavation to conclude that this cave and the surrounding area are indeed the

site of the first settlement, but the authors do not attempt to explain the place name.'t

Recent interviews with people who live on the main island of Eleuthera suggest

that the site was probably informally labeled Preacher's Cave by Albert Barry, a black tati

driver from the Bluff, Eleuther4 a village to the south of the site. Barry, who was bom in

North Eleuthera in 1923 and was affectionately called "The Cave Man," put up hand

lettered signs in 1955 giving directions to the place and advertising "Preacher's Cave: No

Guide Needed" in order to promote local tourism and his taxi business. He also completed

a number of alterations to the cave, adding a concrete pulpit, a cement commemorative

marker on a large rock near the entrance, and a cut ledge in a rock wall in the rear of the

cave so he could place a kerosene lamp and light the back chamber.rs A 1963 real estate

brochure for The Eleuthera Island Club also confirms Barry's role in the early recognition

and promotion of Preacher's Cave. Published by The Ten Bay Company, the developer

suggests that while sightseeing on the island, visitors should look up "Albert Barry, who

16 Craton and Saunders, Volume One, 77.

It Anne and Jim Lawlor, The Harbour Island Story (Oxford: Macmillan
Caribbean, 2008), 9-23.

't Carr et al., "An Archaeological and Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave,
North Eleuthera- Bahamas." 2006. 32.
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can be located at 'The Bluff,' [he] will take you out to see Preacher's Cave. It is worth the

time and will only cost you a couple of bucks."ro In an effort to collect money for the

clean up of the site and add to his income, Barry also added a cash box to the post at the

beginning of the cave's path for anonymous donations.2o Albert Barry's personal

entrepreneurship referenced the oral tradition of a half remembered past, and although he

may have unknowingly disturbed some of the scientific evidence of the Eleutherian

Adventurers, he laid the foundation for future tourism development at the site.

Even though it is impossible to definitively settle the origin of the name Preacher's

Cave, it is obvious that a rich cultural connection exists between the Cave and both the

Spanish Wells community and the surrounding villages on the main island of Eleuthera.

Lucy Lippard inThe Lure of the Locol: Sense of Place in a Multicentered Society states,

"every place name is a story, an outcropping of the shared tales that form the bedrock of

community...Naming is, with mapping and photography, the way we image (and imagine)

communal history and identity."'' By calling the place Preacher's Cave, Barry created an

immediate connection to the religious foundations of the country, differentiating this Cave

from its association primarily with the natural environment while placing it within the

common historical heritage of the region.

Minimizing the Eleutherian Adventurers' story in the Spanish Wells Museum

te Eleuthera, Beauty Queen of the Bahamas (Nassau, Bahamas: The Ten Bay
Company, 1963),22.

20 Harrison Barry, interview by author, Eleuthera" Bahamas, March 3,2007.

2r Lucy R. Lippard, The Lure of the Local: Sense of Place in a Multicentered
Society (New York: The New Press, 1997),46.
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because of lack of data would have been a glaring omission, defeating the purpose of

constructing a history museum to celebrate the contributions of North Eleuthera to the

nation. The Eleutherian Adventurer's story was an important part of local tradition, but

faced with few documented facts, options for the unfinished museum exhibit were limited.

The deadline for the grand opening of the Spanish Wells Museum on December

28,1991, was fast approaching and since the project was slated to be the first

Quincentennial project in the Bahamas, there could be no extensions. The original

archeological survey suggested that more information about the Eleutherian community at

Preacher's Cave might be retrievable with an extensive excavation of the site, but time

was running out for the museum project. It would be impossible to obtain a new

archaeological permit from the central government of the Bahamas for a further

excavation or to reassemble the crew of scholars and volunteers needed to complete

another excavation at that time. The opening of the muserun could not be postponed.

Scheduled to coincide with the Christmas and New Year holidays when Spanish Wells

lobster fishermen were home from sea and the island population was at its highest, a

special guest had also been invited to attend. Invitations to the event were in the mail and

The Rt. Honourable Sir Lynden O. Pindling, Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of the

Bahamas, had promised to open the new museum. Realizing that time was short and a

solution had to be found, we decided to rely on the mythology and public perception of the

Eleutherian Adventurers' story, vague though that might have been, and the talent of one

of the Bahamas'most prolific artists, Alton R. Lowe.
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Praise Be To God

Alton R. Lowe is often called a "National Treasure." Born in New Plymouth,

Green Turtle Cay, in the Abaco islands of the Bahamas in 1945, he is a seventh generation

white Abaconian and one of the most successful artists in the country. Primarily self

taught with some classes at the Frank Reilly School of Art in New York City, Lowe's

work is influenced by both his Bahamian lineage and his formal education. Because of his

ancestry (descended from the Loyalist branch of the Bahamas' English legacy) Lowe was

familiar with the Eleutherian Adventurers' story and emotionally connected to the

narrative.22 Because his art teacher was Frank Reilly, an important twentieth-century

American illustrator with whom he studied from 1963 to 1966, Lowe's training was

grounded in the realistic painting techniques that advertising art and illustration use to tell

a story. Besides being an important painter, Alton Lowe is also deeply interested in his

country's history. He is the founder of the Albert Lowe Museum and the Loyalist

Sculpture Garden on his home island of Green Turtle Cay, and has worked tirelessly on

books, plays, and other collaborations that celebrate Bahamian culture both in the

Bahamas and the Florida Keys. But Alton Lowe is not just an artist who sells his work to

the educated elite. The general public is familiar with his paintings, because he has

produced the art work for fifty Bahamian stamps.23

22 During my initial contact with Alton Lowe in 1991, he indeed thought that he
was descended from English Loyalists. New information, however, announced in June
2009, as part of the Bahamas DNA Project, confirms that instead, he descended from a
Portugese Jewish family who arrived in the Bahamas by way of Barbados.

23 Inaugural National Exhibition, National Art Gallery of the Bahamas, i,973-
2003. (Nassau, Bahamas: The National Art Gallery of the Bahamas, 2003),68. See also
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When Marvin Pinder commissioned Alton Lowe to produce a painting for the

Spanish Wells Museum depicting the Eleutherian Adventurers, the painter was given the

artistic license to set the stage and select whatever scene he thought was the most

important historical moment for his design. Lowe was told that the clay tobacco pipe

fragment that had been found during the first archaeological survey of the cave would be

displayed next to his painting with a photograph of Preacher's Cave and a quote about

good government from the seventeenth-century Articles and Orders of the Eleutherian

Adventurers, the group's constitution.2a In order to complete his research for the work,

the artist asked us for all of the historical information available on the topic and in

particular was interested in the seventeenth-century dress that might have been worn by

the Adventurers and their families. All the information we had was sent to Abaco.

In the end, Alton Lowe choose to ignore any depiction that included the physical

geographical place of Preacher's Cave itself or the Eleutherian Adventurers' stnrggle for

sustenance. He did not paint the coming of the relief ships or the emigrants that followed

the original settlers. Instead he focused on a more dramatic, if imagined, moment. The

Nassau Tribune reported on the artist's choice of scene on December 21, 1991, when the

painting was photographed for the press and reveled to the public:

"News of the Abacos" hnp://www.go-abacos.com/news/whatson/new999/alton.html
(Accessed July 25, 2008). For Frank Reilly see
http://www.americanartarchives.com/reilly.html (Accessed August 10, 2008).

2o "...the peace and happy progress of the Plantations, doth much depend upon the
good government thereof, the equal distribution ofjustice, and respect of all persons,"
Articles and Orders of the Company of Eleutherian Adventures, July 9, 1647 .
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The subject matter of the painting [for the Spanish Wells Museum] is the
Eleutherian Adventurers, and Mr. Lowe has chosen to depict the moment when the
ship "William" has foundered on the reef. While in the background one of the
Adventurers fiies to rescue supplies from the sinking ship, a thankful couple has
saved their child from the rough surf. Despite the tragedy of the wreck, and the
fear of the unknown future, the Eleutherian Adventurers are thankful for God's
help in the face of adversity.2s

The painting was entitled Praise Be to God (figue l8) and the selection of the subject

matter, is title, and the artistic style of Alton lowe speaks volumes about Batramian art,

shared memories, and the place of religion within the heritage of Spanish Wells. Lowe's

visual depiction has taken the myth of the Eleutherian Adventurers, and given it artistic

expression.

Figure 18. Praise be to God, Alton Lowe, Spanish Wells Museum

25 "Alton Lowe painting for Museum," The Tribune, December 23,1991.
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Painting a Myth

The concept of "myth" has many interpretations. According to Key Concepts in

Cultural Theory "myth is a (typically anonymous) narrative about supernatural beings."26

The value of myth is found in its reflection of the ordinary. As the editors of Key

Concepts go on to say :

The importance of myth lies in the way in which it encapsulates and expresses
beliefs and values that are shared by, and definitive of, a particular cultural group.
Thus, a myth may explain the origin of the goup (or in the world in general), the
place of that group in the world, and relationship to other groups, and illustrate or
exempliff the moral values that are venerated by the group. 27

ln Mythologies Roland Barthes posits that myth is, in fact, "a type of speech"2t that

"transfers history into nature"2e giving reasons for things rather than motives.

"Mythology," Barthes suggests, "harmonizes with the world, not as it is, but, as it wants to

create itself." 3o Alton Lowe, whether consciously or not, depicted the Eleutherian

Adventurers as contemporary Spanish Wellsmen filtered through the myth of their

shipwreck, small threads of history, and the artistic style of British Colonial Romanticism.

He accomplished this in two ways: choosing the title of the painting, and placing a familiar

face in the foreground of the composition.

26 Andrew Edgar and Peter Sedgewick, eds., Key Concepts in Cultural Theory
(London: Routledge, 1999), 249.

2t lbid.

tt Roland Barthes, Mythologies (New York: Hill and W*g, 1972),109.

2n lbid., 129.

'o lbid., 156.
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Alton Lowe often works with live models and photographs to complete his

paintings as realistically as possible. For the Spanish Wells Museum he tied the

community to both the painting and the museum by reproducing a good likeness of Marvin

Pinder in the role of seventeenth-century *thankful" Eleutherian father. Although no

outsider would recognize the resemblance of this figure to the museum's sponsor,

everyone on Spanish Wells and in much of the outlying district saw the connection. Prime

Minister Pindling commented on the likeness when he toured the museum on opening day.

Marvin Pinder was immortalized both as a descendant of the Eleutherian Adventurers and

for his generosity in financing this important Quincentennial project. For the Spanish

Wells viewer, this placement of one of their own said, "l know these people. I am one of

them."

Lowe also connected Spanish Wells to the painting by suggesting shared values.

He used the title, Praise Be To God,to emphasize the spiritual imperatives of today's

community and their ties to the English Puritan experience of their forebears in the

seventeenth century. Understandably, those members of the Spanish Wells community

who considered themselves practicing Christians and belonged to the three churches on the

island, were happy with the title and how it reflected on their faith.

Michel Foucault inThis is Not a Pipe discusses the complex and sometimes

problematic relationship betrveen a painting and its title. "This gulf," Foucault states,

"which prevents us from being both the reader and the viewer at the same time, brings the
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image into abrupt relief above the horizontal line of words."3r The title colors how the

audience looks at and perceives the art work. Lowe could have labeled the painting a

dozen other names: The Wreck of the William, Tragedy on the Devil's Backbone," or even

simply, The Eleutherian Adventurers. Without the title Praise Be To Go4 some viewers

might interpret the Eleutherian story as a tragedy, rather than as a blessing orchestrated by

God and consistent with Puritan philosophy. But the artist manipulated the audience and

assigned a very specific meaning and world view to the work. Alton Lowe focused on the

religious foundations of the Eleutherian Adventurers' emigtation to the Bahamas, and the

unconscious connections that seventeenth-century outlook has on today's settlement. He

produced a painting that tied today's population to their Puritan heritage and faith.

Historical Summara

While the mythology of a place develops from the oral traditions and emotions of a

local community and is important to consider when developing a tourism destination, only

serious historical and archaeological investigation can supply the facts necessary for the

interpretation of a national heritage site. From either perspective, the public or the

academic, the importance of Preacher's Cave as an historic site cannot be overstated. A

detailed review of the literature shows that in 1629 the Bahamas, and part of the mainland

of North America" were granted to Sir Robert Heath, the Attorney General of King Charles

I. Although Heath failed to establish a colony in the islands, this act "marked the formal

3' Michel Foucault, This is Not a Pipe (Berkeley, Califomia: University of
California Press, 1982), 36.
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annexation of the Batramas by the British, and paved the way for the Eleutherian

Adventurers' claim on the area."32

By the year 1646, English colonies had already been established in Virgini4 New

England, and on the island of Bermuda. England itself was experiencing religious and

political unrest in a violent Civil War that pitted Royalists under the banner of King

Charles I against a Puritan/Parliamentary faction under the leadership of Oliver Cromwell.

This upheaval and the eventual execution of Charles I on January 30,1649, was felt

throughout the country and reverberated in the colonies.

In Bermuda William Sayle, a sea captain and former governor of that island

settlement, traveled to England in 1646 to protest local conditions. Sayle had been the

Governor of Bermuda from 1640 tol642, and again from 1643 to1645.33 In particular, he

was interested in promoting free trade and religious freedom. Sayle was aligned with a

group of religious independents, or Puritans, who had broken with the Church of England

in 1644 and included controversial ministers Nathaniel White and Patrick Copeland

among their numbers. Both of these clergymen were being persecuted by the local

govemment in Bermuda for their refusal to conform to the traditional Church of England

standards. Although Sayle was not personally a member of the Puritan church, his wife

Marjery did join the congregation and in 1647 was convicted by the court for "absentinge

32 Gail Saunders, "The Early Settlers in the Bahamas," Journal of the Bahamas
Historical Society (Volume l3 No. l, l99l), 13.

" J.H. Lefroy, ed., Memonals, Volumes I and II.
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herselfe from frequenting the ordinances of God [the Church of England serices]."3a

Impacted by the situation in Bermuda on both a financial and deeply personal level, Sayle

proposed that the group of Independents relocate to a new colony in the Bahamas. The

settlement he envisioned was to be called "Eleutheria" and in plan stressed justice,

economic opportunity, and religious tolerance.

While in London, Sayle advertised his ideas for the venture on a Broadside

Advertising Eleutheria and the Bahamas Islands. He also formed the "Company of

Eleutherian Adventurers," promising investors a good return on their money from "wrecks

which shall be recovered upon or near the islands...and also all mines of gold, silver,

copper, brass or lead, ambergris, salt; and all rich woods, either tincture or medicament,

which shall be found on the island."3s Although the mines were an illusion, and the

frequency of locating wrecks and ambergris an optimistic dream, most of the investors

were uninformed about the reality of conditions in the Bahamas and almost all of the

Adventurers stayed in England while financially supporting Sayles' dream. It is also

interesting to note that this goup of investors was for the most part composed of Puritans

aligned with Oliver Cromwell, who, after the death of King Charles I, was to become the

Lord Protector of the Commonwealth.

Although no official published act has ever been located giving William Sayle his

charter in the Bahamas, another document of great importance did survive from this

venture. The Articles and Orders of the Eleutherian Adventures published on July 9,

3o lbid., 632.

3s Saunders, "The Early Settlers of the Bahamas," 14.

72



1647, "were the first constitution of the Bahamas...they promised grants of land and

justice to all and guaranteed a republican type of govemment, with a Governor, a Council

of twelve and a Senate of one hundred. If this constitution had succeeded, Eleutheria

would have been the first republic in the "New World."36

Sayle's idealistic colony faced a multitude of difficulties. Embarking in London, the

fifty+on ship Williarr left Bermuda sometime before October 1648 with seventy people on

board, towing a six-ton shallop. Harmony, however, did not reign. After an argument of

some kind with a young man named Nathaniel Butler, who had boarded in London, the

group decided to split. Although no one knows what became of Butler, were he landed, or

who might have left the group with him, the other colonists proceeded with Captain Sayle

toward a new landing spot and shipwrecked on a dangerous reef now called the Devil's

Backbone. Sources state that one person died in the shipwreck. The others found refuge

in a large cave behind the beach ridge (now confirmed by the archaeological assemblage to

be Preacher's Cave) and set up a small colony.

Some months after their tragic beginning, Sayle and eight men left the Bahamas in

the six-ton shallop to find help. This open boat of about eighteen to twenty feet in length

sailed nine days to the nearest Puritan colony in Nansemond County, Virginia. Sayle

asked the Virginia group to join the Eleutherians in the Bahamas, but after consultation

with Govemor Winthrop in Massachusetts, the Virginia Puritans declined and instead sent

a relief ship. Sayle returned to Eleutheria with a twenty-five-ton pinnace filled with what

3t lbid.
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supplies the Virginia group could offer, towing the shallop behind.37

In September of 1649, more settlers arrived in Eleutheria from Bermuda. The

Reverend Nathaniel White, along with Reverend Stephen Painter, a lay leader named

Robert Ridley, and sixty others decided to take a chance on a new life in the Bahamas and

ended up at the Preacher's Cave settlement. Conditions on Eleutheri4 however, grew

worse. Governor Winthrop again heard of the settlers' plight and, with the help of the

First Church of Boston, sent another relief ship. Grateful Eleutherians reciprocated the

kindness, and when the ship retumed to Boston it canied ten tons of braziletto wood for

the benefit of Harvard College where two sons of Eleutheria's ministers had graduated in

1646.3t

As political conditions improved in Bermuda favoring the Puritan faction under

Oliver Cromwell's Parliamentary government in London, some of the settlers returned

from Eleutheria where conditions had been difficult at best. Others went to Massachusetts

or Jamaica. Sayle himself returned to Bermudain 1657 and again served as Governor

from 1658 tol662. During the 1660s, William Sayle put his son Nathaniel in charge of

Eleutheria; organized a trade route from Bermuda to the Bahamas, Barbados, and back to

England headed by another son, Thomas; and kept a house on the Bahamian island for the

family's use and as a center for wrecking activities. He became the Govemor of Carolina

in 1670 and died there on March 4.1671.

3t James Kendall Hosmer, ed., Winthrop's Journal, "History of New England"
1630-1649 Volume II (New York: Bames and Noble, Inc., 1946),351-352.

3t Craton and Saunders, Volume One, 1992,77-78.
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While some of the original settlers who had arrived in the colony with idealistic

religious and political aspirations left the Preacher's Cave are4 groups of Bermuda's

social misfits were interminently sent to Eleutheria, often as a form of punishment.

Unwed mothers, troublesome blacks, and Quakers are all documented as part of this small,

forced emigration.

The most unique goup of outcasts arrived in the Bahamas inl656 after a slave

rebellion in Bermuda. Ten blacks were tried and convicted of conspiracy in a plot for

"cutting offand distroeing of the English at night."3e Two of the ten were hanged, but

William Force, a free black who was one of the leaders of the revolt, was released after

being tortured. With Force, all free blacks in Bermuda were put on the ship B/essing and

banished to Eleutheria. Although it is not known how many people this involved, the

number is probably small because Bermuda only had a population of three thousand at the

time with a black population of two to three hundred.a0 What became of these people is

not known, but it is unlikely under the circumstances that they would have migrated back

to Bermuda as many of the white settlers did. Instead, the records suggest that they stayed

in the Bahamas, forming the first free black settlement in the country.

Some sources say that Eleutheria "remained an important settlement until razed by

the Spanish in 1684,"4r but little evidence is available for this time period in Batramian

3e Lefroy, ed, Volume II,95-96. See also:
Slaveholders in Bermuda, I616-1792 (Coltlur}liu
1999), 84-88.

oo Bernhard, 84.

ar Craton and Saunders. Volume One. 79.

Virginia Bernhard, Slaves and
Missouri: University of Missouri Press,
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history. Anbther island, at first called Sayle's Island, but now New Providence, had a

more desirable harbor, and settlement gradually shifted to the southwest to what is today

the capital of the Bahamas at Nassau.

Laron Syndrome

If Alton Lowe's painting illuminated local Batramians' ties emotionally to the

myth of their country's founding, and extensive research outlined the general history of the

Eleutherian Adventurers, the second archaeological excavation, in Mayl992, connected

the Spanish Wells population directly to the seftlement site, establishing a rare physical

link betrryeen the seventeenth and the twenty-first centuries. A previously unrecorded

cemetery in the eastern front of the cave was identified when we excavated two historic

graves associated with the Eleutherian Adventurers.o2 Bones from a human fetus were

also later identified during laboratory analysis. As important as this finding was for

defining the use of the Cave as a cemetery, however, its medical implications proved to be

just as important.

As part of this study of the human graves, our collaborator, Dr. David Dickel,

identified one individual as a female of about nineteen years, and the other, a sub-adult of

indeterminate age (figure l9).43 As a result of Dickel's statement that the "developmental

o' Carr et al., "Archaeological Investigations at Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera,
Balramas. Phase II. May 1992" (Davie, Florida: The Archaeological and Historical
Conservancy, 1993).

a3 David N. Dickel, "Analysis of Human Skeletal Remains Recovered from
Preacher's Cave,"(Davie, Florida: The Archaeological and Historical Conservancy,
1993).
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Figure  l9 .Preacher 'sCave,Bur ia l  I , ch i ldw i thLaronSyndrome,PhotographbyJaneS.Day,
1992.

age lof the sub-adult] was about two [but] skeletal long bone diaphyseal lengths were

closer to one year old "normal" standards than to a two year old."aa I thought I recognized

an anomaly that might be connected to the population in Spanish Wells.

From both the historic literature and my own observations, I knew that Spanish

Wells had a number of "dwarfs" who. even todav. live in the community.ls The Baltimore

oo lbid.

45 The early descriptive name of genetic pituitary dwarfism with high-serum GH
was changed to Laron dwarfism, Laron type dwarfism; and subsequently Laron syndrome
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Geographic Society had stated that they had examined a sixty-nine year old dwarf woman

on Spanish Wells in 1905.46 I also knew from discussions with South Florida historian,

Thelma Peters, that when she visited Spanish Wells in 1950, there were five dwarfs on the

island.aT Even more important, in her books on the early history of Miami, Lemon City:

Pioneering on Biscayne Bay 1850-1925, and Miami 1909, Thelma not only described

Abraham Lincoln Sawyer, an individual whom she called a "midget," but told that he was

"born on a boat taking his family from Spanish Wells to Key West.'{t In her book, she

also included a photograph of Abe, as he was called, that was part of the collection at the

Historical Association of Southem Florida (figure 20).0' Armed with historical visual and

archival evidence of short-statured individuals from Spanish Wells, and Dr. Dickel's

report on the seventeenth-century skeletal remains in Preacher's Cave, I headed to Miami

to see Dr. William W. Cleveland at the Department of Pediatric Endocrinology, University

(LS)" in 1993. See Zvi Laron, "Laron Syndrome (Primary Growth Hormone Resistance
or Insensitivity): The Personal Experience 1958-2003, The Journal of Clinical
Endocrinologt & Metaboh'sz, Volume 89, Number 3,2004l.1032. The term "dwarf'
however, continues to be the vernacular term used by most Bahamians, even citizens of
Spanish Wells. Patients are also sometimes called "midgets" in the historic literature, but
this is incorrect.

o6 George Burbank Shaftuck, ed., The Bahama Islands (Baltimore, Maryland:
Geographical Society of Baltimore,l905), 409.

aT lnterview with Thelma Peters by Jane S. Day, Miami, Florida, September 23,
1992.

ot Thelma Peters, Lemon City: Pioneering on Biscayne Bay 1850-i,925 (Miami,
Florida: Banyan Books, 1976),124;and Miami 1909 (Miarri, Florida: Banyan Books,
1984).

4e lbid. Photograph is in the collection of the
Florida, Negative Number X-253-2.
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Figure 20. "Abraham Lincoln Sawyer,"Courtesy of the HistoricalAssociation of South Florida
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of Miami School of Medicine.

Dr. William Cleveland was an impressive figure, and I was grateful that he agreed

to see me. After graduating from Harvard and Vanderbilt Universities, he served as the

Chairman of Pediatrics at the University of Miami School of Medicine, Associate Director

of the Mailman Center, and the President of the American Board of Pediatrics. For thirty

years, he and his team of physicians and geneticists had been studying and treating patients

with Laron Syndrome (LS) from Spanish Wells and Nassau, Bahamas. Laron Syndrome

(LS), a rare autosomal recessive disorder resulting from defects in the growth hormone

receptor (GHR), was first identified in the medical literature in 1966 by Dr. Zvi Laron, and

is physically characterizedby classic dysmorphic features and extreme short stature.so Dr.

Cleveland looked at the photograph of Abe Sawyer and immediately recognized the

physical features of the syndrome, commenting that he had not known of any photographic

documentation of Laron Syndrome in Spanish Wells or South Florida. He also reviewed

Dr. Dickel's report and noted that Dickel had pointed out that the frontal portion of the

child's cranium was enlarged, another characteristic feature of Laron Syndrome.sr With

this evidence Cleveland suggested that we proceed with a joint investigation of the historic

DNA and a comparison with the present population.

As a result of this collaboration with the University of Miami Medical School, a

ground breaking DNA study was conducted by Dr. Lisa Baumbach, Adam Schiavi, Dr.

50 Zvi Laron, l03l-1044. Some of the physical characteristics of Laron Syndrome
include a prominent forehead, depressed nasal bridge, an under-developed mandible, and
truncal obesity.

sr Dickel. 1993.

80



William Cleveland and their scientific team, with my assistance as the historian. This

study combined the molecular analysis of tissue from living patients, the isolation of

historic DNA from the Preacher's Cave skeletal remains, and the integration of that data

with a genealogical pedigree of over 2500 individuals from Spanish Wells dating back to

the 1790s. Results represented the "first anempts to analyze the molecular evolution of an

inherited disease using ancient DNA,"52 and proved that Laron Syndrome came into the

Bahamas with the Eleutherian Adventurers in 1648.

For the local population, the results were extremely personal. The scientists had

found a DNA match between the grandmother of two of Dr. Cleveland's Laron patients

and the skeletal remains recovered from Preacher's Cave.53 The family was thrilled to be

connected to the founding of their country. We had succeeded in linking present

Bahamians to their past, generating an interest in science and archaeology, while

encouraging pride in local history. With the new excavations sponsored by the Ministry of

Tourism about to begin in 2005, we were looking forward to uncovering more information

and filling in some of the gaps in the Eleutherian Adventurer's social history.

12 L. Baumbach, and A. Schiavi, J. Day, M.R. Brown, W. Cleveland. "Molecular
Investigations of a Bahamian Genetic Isolate with Laron Syndrome and its Relationship
to Seventeenth Century Ancestral Remains." presentation at the University of Miami
School of Medicine, Miami, Florida, 1994 BioiTechnology Winter Symposia; and L.
Baumbach, and A. Schiavi, R. Bartlett, E. Perera, J. Day, M.R. Brown, S. Stein, M.
Edison, J.S. Parks, W. Cleveland. "Clinical, Biochemical and Molecular Investigations
of Growth Hormone Insensitivity (Laron's Syndrome)" The Journal of Clinical
Endocrinologt & Metabollsm, Volume 82, Number 2, 1997, U4-451.

53 lbid.
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CHAPTER THREE

RECOVERING AN HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:
COLLATING MYTH. MATERIAL CULTURE. AND THE WRITTEN RECORD

Many people say that weather and politics are unpredictable. Unfortunately for the

Preacher's Cave project, like the Spanish Wells Museum before it, this adage proved to

be true. We had planned to be in the Bahamas working at Preacher's Cave from October

20 to October 30, 2005, our first excavation since 1992. The Ministry of Tourism was

enthusiastic about the possibility of developing Preacher's Cave as a National Heritage

Park and our financing was in order. Our American crew of seven was excited about the

prospects, food had been bought, prepared, packaged and frozen, and the charter flight on

Twin Air, out of Fort Lauderdale, was reserved with a none refundable payment.' Then

came Hurricane Wilma. A late season anomaly, the tropical storm formed on October 15,

at first named the twenty-second storm, later to become the thirteenth hurricane of the

record breaking 2005 season. As we prepared for our upcoming excavation we watched

as Wilma formed south of the Cayman Islands, made landfall at Cozumel, Mexico as a

Category 4 hurricane, weakened, than reformed and headed northeast toward Florida.

I Because of the expense of groceries in the Bahamas, I have always tried to save
resources and purchase as much food as possible ahead of time and transport it to the site.
Our Twin Air charter money was in jeopardy because the plane could have flown on
October 20'h, the date it was reserved. No one on the crew, however, wanted to leave
home with a major hurricane approaching.
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Before the storm reached Cape Romano, Florida on October 24 with 120 mph winds, and

raced across the state toward the Atlantic, we had postponed our trip, hesitant to leave

homes and families unattended.

In the aftermath of the hurricane, schools were closed for two weeks in Broward

and Palm Beach counties. Key West and the Lower Keys received unusual flooding and

had to postpone their annual Fantasy Fest until December. On an even more serious note,

at least sixty-three people died as a result of the hurricane, and the storm caused over

$29.1 billion in damage I was one of over three million Florida customers who lost

electrical power. Mine was out for over two weeks, but we did have provisions. The

groceries bought for the excavation fed the neighborhood. Eventually, we did get to the

Bahamas. Going against policy, Twin Air gave us a new charter at no additional cost.

We replenished our provisions and were at last working in Preacher's Cave from

November 28 until December 5. 2005.2

The next two trips to Eleuthera were completed without a hitch. As we made one

remarkable discovery after another, new field seasons were approved by the Ministry of

Tourism and funds were allocated to continue. We were in the Bahamas from March 3 to

March 12,2006, and again from January 20 to March 8, 2007. The immediate goal of the

archaeological work was to identifu and count the grave plots within the cave, continue to

identiff intrasite activity areas, and to secure a larger sample of archaeological materials

for analysis and interpretation (figure 2l ). We also completed shovel testing at ten-meter

2 For good a discussion on Hurricane Wilma see the National Hurricane Center
website at http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/pdf/TCR-Al252005 , accessed June27,2009.
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grid intervals outside the cave in areas that had been cleared for the proposed new park

(figure 22). The Antiquities, Monuments, and Museums Corporation of the Bahamas,

The North Eleuthera Historical Society, and the Batramas National Trust were all

consulted about future development possibilities at the proposed Preacher's Cave

National Heritage Site. The Antiquities, Monuments, and Museums Corporation hired a

graphics design firm (Wildemess Graphics, Inc., from Tallahassee, Florida) to work with

the group and to produce a conceptual plan for the park.3 Boundaries and visitor services

were discussed with area stakeholders, including the Harbour Island Commonage

Committee, which had rights to the land around the cave.

While plans for the national heritage park progressed, work continued on research

and analysis resulting in a scientific report that was completed describing the 2005 and

2006 field seasons. This report was presented in Nassau to the Minister of Tourism, Obie

Wilchombe, and later forwarded to the Prime Minister, The Right Honourable Perry

Gladstone Christie. Christie too supported the work, reading from our report and

thanking the crew for our efforts on a national radio address later that week in Eleuthera.

Knowing the importance of grass roots support, Robert S. Carr and I traveled to Eleuthera

in December 2006 to give a presentation to the North Eleuthera Historical Society at the

district Commissioner's offrce. The project had been given extensive Bahamian

television and newspaper coverage, and we were happy and confident about our progress

3 Wilderness Graphics lnc., Preacher's Cave Heritage National Park: Concept
Planfor Interpretation and Public Use (Tallahassee, Florida: Wilderness Graphics, Inc.
2006).
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and reception. Election day, however, was scheduled for May 2,2007, and remembering

what had happened in 1992,1 dreaded any change in the political landscape.o

Hubert Alexander Ingraham was elected Prime Minister on May 2,2007, when

the Free National Movement (FNM) party won twenty-three of forty-one seats in the

House of Assembly. Sworn in as the fourth Prime Minister of the Bahamas two days

later, Ingraham assumed his second term in office.s His first term began in 1992 when

all of our original funding for Preacher's Cave evaporated, and the project came to a stand

still. At first, I was hopeful, if apprehensive, about the new government. I had leamed

the realities of Bahamian politics from my friend Jock Morgan, and throughout the

project we had invited members of both the FNM and PLP to the Cave for site visits. I

always hoped the Preacher's Cave project would become a bipartisan effort.

With help from some career employees in the Ministry of Tourism who were

experienced in transitioning from one elected goverrrment to the next, I was able to make

some headway. After the election, the new Minister of Tourism, Neko Grant,

immediately agreed to review the Preacher's Cave documents and to meet Jock and me in

Eleuthera for a talk about how to proceed. I thought things went well during our

o Robert S. Carr, Jane S. Day, JeffB. Ransom, William C. Schaffer, John G.
Beriault., "An Archaeological and Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave, North
Eleuther4 Bahamas." A.C.H.C. Bahamas Technical Report fl4. (Boca Raton, Florida:
Research Atlantic4 Inc., 2006). Proposals for all field seasons in the collection of the
author. Also note that most presentations in the Family Islands, like Eleuther4 required
the presenters to bring in their own projectors and computers. When this was done, the
response was enthusiastic.

5 For results of the 2007 Bahamian election, see the official govemment website at
http://www.bahamas.gov.bs/bahamasweb2/trome.nsf, accessed September 8, 2008
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Figure 2l . Map of Preacher's Cave project area from Carr et al., "An Archaeological and
Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera, Bahamas." A.H.C. Bahamas
Technical Report #4. Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc., 2006
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Figure 22. Map of Preacher's Cave excavation area, from Carr et al.,"An Archaeological and
Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave. North Eleuthera, Bahamas." A.H.C. Bahamas
Technical Report #4. Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, lnc., 2006. Black striped areas
are Phase I Test Units, red numbered squares are Phase 2 Test units.
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face+o-face meeting at the cave, and certainly received verbal encouragement from the

new minister. As any project director realizes, however, you cannot take "congratulation"

to the bank.

Ln2007 alone, our team of historians and archaeologists had spent fifty-trvo days

in the field, five more than budget6d because of the importance of the most recent

discoveries. Toward the end of the field work, some of us were working seven days a

week. We returned to South Florida with dozens of boxes, hundreds of bags, thousands

of artifacts, and the human remains collected from five more burials. Regrettably, we

were denied the additional funding required to process and analyze the important2007

field season, even though it had been budgeted and approved from the start ofthe project

by the Ministry of Tourism under the previous government. Except for the work

completed by William C. Schaffer, the osteologist who evaluated the human remains

before he headed offto graduate school, the remainder of the artifacts were stored

securely, but untouched, in the laboratory of the Archaeological and Historical

Conservancy in Davie, Florida.

Enhancing the Written Record

After five field seasons of archaeological investigations at Preacher's Cave and

the discovery of numerous artifacts and features, it was now possible to reconstruct

significant information detailing life in Eleutheria in the past. Before this undertaking,

little was known about prehistoric Lucayan activity in North Eleuthera. Knowledge of

the daily life and survival of the shipwrecked Eleutherian Adventurers who lived in and
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around Preacher's Cave from 1648 to c.1657 was also scarce. Any evidence of people of

African decent living in what is now the Bahamas during the mid-seventeenth century

consisted of only a few paragraphs in the Bermuda court records and a sentence or two in

secondary sources. The recovered material culture from these archaeological excavations

greatly supplements the written record, while at the same time posing new questions for

historical and archaeological research and analysis. This information formed the

foundation for a new historical narrative that would be the basis for the interpretation of

the proposed national heritage tourism site.

The summary of the seventeenth-century history of the Eleutherian Adventurers

and Preacher's Cave outlined in Chapter Two is the result of comprehensive reseafch into

the wrinen record. Now new evidence has been gathered by examining the rediscovered

material culture of the period, filling in previously unknown details of seventeenth-

century life in Eleutheri4 Bahamas. Editors Martin Holland and Stephen W. Silliman in

their introduction to a volume of essays called Historical Archaeologt state that

"historical archaeology is the outcome of the rich play between word and object, text and

artifact.'6 At Preacher's Cave that interplay opens new doors to the past, allowing

greater insight and understanding.

u Martin Holland, and Stephen W. Silliman eds., Historical Archaeologt (Malden,
Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishing Company, 2006), l.
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*Most Barren Rock'7

The first noticeable feature of the Preacher's Cave site is the natural environment.

The cave is located on the northern end of the island of Eleuthera. This section of the

I 5G-kilometer long island

is an anvil shaped area that encompnsses five points or headlands along the coast
from east to west. These are Gun Point (opposite the town of Spanish Wells),
Ridley Head, Bridge Point, Hawks Point, and Current Point. Preacher's Cave lies
south of the area between Bridge Point and Hawks Point. Three shallow bays
indent the stretch of coast between these last two points. They are (east to west)
Platter, Bay, Tay Bay and Gallows Bay, with Tay Bay being nearly due north of the
limestone escapement in which Preacher's Cave is situated.8

Three hundred meters south of the beach. Preacher's Cave fronts the Atlantic Ocean. It is

a "sea cave" that has been hollowed out by erosional forces over hundreds ofthousands of

years and is located in a twenty-five meter (seventy-nine-feet) limestone escarpment that

is visible from the shore. The cave chamber at its highest point is estimated to be

approximately sixteen meters (fifty+wo feet) from floor to ceiling. Other features include

a prominent hole in the center of the cave ceiling, an4 a number of large boulders on the

cave floor. The cave sediment consists of beach sand that occurs as the result of both

natural and archaeological deposition.e

Although the leader of the Eleutherian Adventurer's party, Captain William Sayle,

was an experienced seaman, the record tells us that before 1648 he had never been to this

t "This little island they are upon is a most barren rock," Captain Josiah Foster,
Governor of Bermuda. As quoted in Hubert W. Miller, "The Colonization of the
Bahamas, 1647-1670" llilliam and Mary Quarterly. January, 1945,39.

t Carr et al., 2006,12.

n Ibid.
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part of the Bahamas. George Gardyner, a seventeenth-century contemporary, who in

165l wrote A Description of the New World, mentions that he had met Sayle in Virginia

and stated that, "ln my discourse with the said Sail, I understood that none of his

company knew the place they intended, or were ever there, when they undertook the

voyage."ro John Winthrop, the Puritan Govemor of Massachusetts wrote in his Journal

about the Eleutherian Adventurers' shipwreck:

...and being near the harbor, the ship struck and was cast away. The persons were
all saved, save one, but all provisions and goods were lost, so they were forced (for
divers months) to lie in the open air, and to feed upon fiuits and wild creatures as
the island afforded.rr

What is obvious from these seventeenth-century descriptions is that Captain William

Sayle had no firsthand knowledge of the geography of the northernmost tip of Eleuthera,

and after running aground on the reef the situation was dire. In fact, one reason for the

shipwreck may have been that Sayle was not aware of how close this still treacherous

reef, the Devil's Backbone, was to the shore. Once calamity struck, however, immediate

needs had to be met. Men, women, children, and the group's spiritual leader (eighty-

year-old minister, Patrick Copeland) all needed water and food and a place to escape the

elements. From the beach in the vicinity of the wreck site one natural phenomenon was

visible-the limestone escarpment directly to the south that rises above the tree canopy.

With a short walk, even through a thick natural coppice, the large Cave, now known as

'o George Gardyner, A Description of the New World (London: Printed for Robert
Leybourn, sold by Thomas Pinepoint at the Sun in St. Paul's Courtyard, l65l), 56. Copy
from Harvard University Library.

rl James Kendall Hosmer, ed., Winthrop's Journal, "History of New England"
1630 - 1649. Yolume II. (New York: Barnes and Noble, lnc.l946),352.
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Preacher's Cave, was probably found quickly, providing ready made and welcomed

shelter. For Puritans who believed that "everything in the world happened according to

God's purpose,"r2 one can imagine that this represented divine providence in the minds of

the Godly.

Pulpit Rock and Other Meeting House Features

When you review the colonization of other English Puritan communities during the

seventeenth century, similarities in culture and folkways arise. Karen Ordahl Kupperman

writes in Providence Island 1630-1641that every successful English colony "established

three key institutions: private property in land; a representative assembly for the purpose

of handing out obligations for public works and other general tasks; and civilian control

of the colony's military establishment"r3 The Articles and Orders of the Eleutherian

Adventurerers publishedin 1647 set up this type of structure for the Bahamas. With this

in mind, "All planters were expected to contribute to the public works; the fortifications,

churches, governor's and ministers' houses, and roads. They were also to tum out for

regular militia training and to contribute to the minister's provisions"ra

Although the seventeenth-century fortifications, governor's house, and roads that

may have been built have long since disappeared, archaeological investigation has

12 David Hackett Fischer, Albion's Seed: Four British Follcways in America (New
York: Oxford University Press, 1989), 104.

'3 Karen Ordahl Kupperman, Providence Island 1630-1641: The Other Puritan
Colony (Cambridge: University of Cambridge Press, 1993), 19.

14 lb id .
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Figure 23. Pulpit Rock, Photograph by John Beriault, 2005. Steps are cut in the rock so that
the minister can climb to the stone pulpit above the congregation seated at ground level.
The "arrow" points to the pulpit where the minister stand behind the rock formation. The
"star" shows the location of the posting rock just below the pulpit.

shown that the original Eleutherian Adventurers' Puritan church and meeting hall is still

standing. It is, in fact, Preacher's Cave. Three pieces of evidence identiff this natural

environment as a formalized church and meeting hall rather than just a temporary camp or

the ready shelter needed immediately after the ill-fated shipwreck. Two sources are from

the court records in Bermuda dated 1657. As previously stated, Richard Richardson

testified during a salvage dispute that while in Eleutheria he quarreled with the other men

and left "Capt Sailes house...[and] went to the Cave where they did formerly go to
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service."rs Later that sarne year, when William Sayle's son, Nathaniel, tried to claim the

govemorship of Eleuther4 an individual named Peter Sands testified, again at the

Bermuda court, that he had been in Eleutheria with Sayle and heard Nathaniel read his

Commission "at the Cave and it had a brave seal unto it."r6 The third piece of evidence is

in the Cave itself and has been identified during our excavations as "Feature 24 The

Pulpit Rock and Walkway" cut into the limestone (figure 23):

This feature encompasses a series of cuts made by the removal of limestone rock at
the south central portion of the cave. This natural rock outcrop has been altered to
create a series of "steps" rising from the cave bottom to the top of the outcrop,
approximately three meters above the cave floor. The ascension through the rocks
appears as a canyon, deliberately cut with sections of the rock removed to create
ezrsy access from the sandy floor of the main cave chamber to the pulpit rock. Other
alterations include horizontal cuts of adjacent rocks creating flat tabletop surfaces.
The foremost table cut boulder is 97 centimeters (38 inches) long. Vertical cuts
through the rock create a crevice about 40 centimeters (16 inches) wide. The pulpit
top is 92 centimeters (36 inches) high and 74 centimeters (29 inches) wide.rT

A comparison of Feature 24 with descriptions of contemporary seventeenth-century

Puritan churches and meeting halls in New England confirms that, although the setting

and material are vastly different, the form of this basic type of pulpit configuration was

typical of other congregations. For the most part, of the nearly 200 Puritan meeting

houses built in New England, most were unpainted clapboard and stripped bare of any

omamentation. These lecture rooms were intended for hearing the word of God. There

f sHubert W. Miller, "The Colonization of the Bahamas, 1647-1670," llilliam and
Mary Quarterly, January, 1945,42.

'u lbid.

'tcarr et al., 2006,29; Paul Albury The Story of the Bahamas (London:
Macmillan Caribbean, 1975),43. Albury mentions "a large boulder which still shows the
shaping that was done to make it a serviceable pulpit."
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was no cross or alter. Instead, next to perhaps a single table was "a steep stairway or

ladder (that) rose to a high tub pulpit which dominated the room."rt Elders sat at the

bottom of the pulpit and faced the congregation for the day-long meetings and hours of

serrnons. In Preacher's Cave, the New England clapboard structure gave way to the

natural environment. It is still austere, but the comparison is relevant because Sayle and

the Adventurers had contact with several Boston Puritan grcups and were familiar with

their churches and communities. What is remarkable is that the Eleutherian Adventurers,

using ingenious vernacular architectural thought, took advantage of available skills and

materials and altered their limestone refuge to accommodate their formalized preaching

needs. The pulpit still dominates the space, and because of its durable material is still in

existence after 360 years.

Besides the pulpit, other features of the limestone cave have been altered to

accommodate the domestic needs of the people living there. In New England, most

meeting houses had rows of backless benches, but because of the circumstances endured

by the Eleutherian Adventurers, it is not known if there was any church furniture at all.

We have described, however, two stone chairs that were identified in 2006. Cut from two

central rock boulders and located toward the mouth of the cave, the seats face south

toward the pulpit. In the seventeenth century, they provided back support for two

individuals listening to the minster's serrnons. In the twenty-first century, they became

the seats of choice for crew members having lunch.re

r8 Fischer, Albion's Seed,ll8.

't Carr et al., 2006,2.
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Another remarkable feature is also recognizable in Preacher's Cave if you are

familiar with seventeenth-century folkways in New England's British Puritan colonies.

Foi lack of a better term, we have called this feature the "Posting" Rock Wall (figure 23).

When we first noticed the flat limestone surface on the central outcrop of the pulpit

feature, our eyes were more attracted to the modern graffiti spray painted there and the

initials that had been carved into the surface rather than to one other detail. On closer

inspection, it was obvious that this rock wall is an important remnant of the past.

From the top of the rock "pulpit" above it is a distance of 2.4 meters (94 inches).
The dimensions of the posting wall surface measures 1.8 meters (71 inches) high
by 1.08 meters (43 inches wide at the center. Approximately 20 to 25 nail head
(both modem round wire and square nails) were mapped by staffof the Alliance
for Integrated Spatial Technology at the University of South Florida.2o

The nail heads, in particular the square nails from the seventeenth century, testiff to the

use of the rock as a place to post notices for community review. There can be few other

reasons for so many seventeenth-century nails to be randomly imbedded in one flat

surface. Again, a comparison with a New England meeting house that used wooden

church doors instead of rock for the same purpose, is legitimate. The comparison

illustrates the logic in the "Posting" rock hypothesis.

The doors [of the Meeting House] were covered with tattered scraps of faded
paper which told of intended marriages, provincial proclamations, sales of
property, and sometimes rude insults in which one disgruntled townsman
denounced another.2r

Preacher's Cave has no door. But that did not eliminate the necessity to post legal,

20lb id. ,  33.

2r Fischer, Albion's Seed,l18.
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liturgical, and personal notices in a prominent public place. What better area than right

under the pulpit itself, the centerpiece of the open space, and a logical gathering spot?

The modern nail heads allude to the continued use of this spot to post notices or perhaps

mount signs. It is known from oral histories that the letters '5AB" carved in the rock at

this spot are modern and were done by Albert Berry, Preacher's Cave promoter during the

1950s. At the base of the "Posting" Rock, a sandy basin was excavated and yielded both

historic and prehistoric artifacts.22

An Elder-Saint

Although today, American popular culture has a bias toward youth, anyone who

has studied seventeenth-century Puritan culture, even superficially, realizes the value this

group of Christians placed on old age. Because Calvinist doctrine limited atonement only

to the elect, "every Puritan moralist who wrote upon this subject agreed that old age was a

sign of grace."23 Furtherrnore, statistics at the time in the Massachusetts Bay Colony

suggest that'1he chances of living a biblical span of seventy years were approximately

twenty percent at birth."2a These facts, when considered in any evaluation of the

Eleutherian Adventurers, encourage the historian to examine the importance of the status

of one member of the shipwrecked group, eighty-year-old Reverend Patrick Copeland, an

individual who would have warranted the veneration due to an "an elder-saint."

Copeland's biography and position of authority within the group has great relevance on

22 Can et al., 2006,34.

23 Fischer, Albion's Seed,104

24lb id.

97



many different levels to the history of this colony.

Patrick Copeland was a learned and religious Scot who was widely naveled and

had a long career throughout the English colonial world. In 1612, Copeland joined the

East India Company and traveled to Seurat where he worked as a missionary, converting

native peoples to Christianity. He retumed to England in 1614, and in l6l6 baptized one

of his Indian converts as "Petrus Papa" (or Peter Pope) in a well publicized event at the

Church of St. Dennis in London. Copeland later retumed to the East, stopping in India

and Japan, where he survived a typhoon, before heading west to the Americas.

Because of Copeland's friendship with Sir Thomas Dale, the Deputy Governor

of Virgini4 his first endeavors in the West included fund-raising for a proposed new

college in the Virginia colony that was to be built under the patronage of King James I

and was meant to teach Christianity to American Indians. Reverend Copeland preached

what has been called an "eloquent sermon" on behalf of the Virginia Company at the

Bow Church in London before the Lord Mayor in 1622, but his plans to settle in Virginia

were halted later that year after an Indian massacre occurred in the settlement.2s

ln 1626, when Copeland's plans to move to Virginia failed, he emigrated to

Bermuda. Originally ordained in the Church of England, Patrick Copeland "veered to the

Puritan side, which he ultimately joined and renounced his own orders [as an Anglican

25 Lefroy, ed., Volume II, 695-702. See also: Edward D. Neill, ed., Memoir of
Rev. Patrick Copland (New York: Charles Scribner & Co., l87l) and George Lyman
Kittredge, "George Stirk, Minister and a Note on Dr. Dr. William Ames," The Colonial
Society of Massachusetts, Volume XIII (Canbridge: University of Cambridge Press,
l9l0). These references state that the name "Petrus Papa"was suggested by King James
himself as a way to ridicule the Roman Catholic Pope.
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minister] to become an elder of the Independent congregation formed in January t644by

the Reverend N. White."26 To today's reader, this might seem like a personal act with

little effect. In seventeenth-century Bermud4 however, it was a radical action. Three of

the four ministers on the island had joined Copeland and White, leaving the general

population without marriage, baptism, or communion unless they joined the Puritans.

While Captain William Sayle was in London protesting Company policy regarding

economics and asking for free trade, the Independent ministers in Bermuda were asked by

the Govemor to stop preaching Puritan doctrine until instructions came to the colony

from London. Patrick Copeland refused, but because of his influence and respect for his

age was put under house arrest rather than being sent to jail. When Sayle returned to

Bermuda from London, he found that his wife had joined the Puritans, and soon after his

return the group left for the new colony in Eleutheria with Copeland as the senior

clergyman. Records indicate that Patrick Copeland died in Eleutheria in 1655. He is

probably buried in the Preacher's Cave cemetery."

Copeland's contribution to the Eleutherian endeavor must be acknowledged. Not

only was he the spiritual leader of the group, but he was also knowledgeable about the

wider Atlantic colonial world and other Puritan communities. He was in correspondence

with John Winthrop, the Governor of Massachusetts in Boston, and he had a ward named

George Stirk who graduated from Harvard College in 1646. Copeland also knew of the

Puritan congregation in Nanseman, Virginia, where Sayle went for help because this is

2' Lefroy, ed.,Volume II, 557.

2' Ibid., 608-630.
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where years before the old minister had planned to set up his college. Both of these

communities, Nanseman and Boston, eventually sent relief supplies to Eleutheria. On a

more fundamental level, it is possible that Copeland was also the person who came up

with the nilne "Eleutheria" for the entire project. He was fluent in both Greek and Latin

and would have known the Greek work for freedom, Eleutheria. Because of his stature

within the community Copeland was surely instrumental in not only naming the island

but in many other details of the new settlement.

Based on a description of seventeenth-century Puritan meeting days by David

Hackett Fischer, it is easy to imagine the small band of Eleutherian Adventurers going to

services in Preacher's Cave.

On the Lord's day and lecture days at nine o'clock in the morning the town was
summoned by the sound of a bell, or the rasping cry of a conch shell, or often in
the seventeenth century the rattle of a drum. The congregation arrived in orderly
family groups, husbands and wives walking side by side, followed by children,
servants and dogs. By a law of 1640, men were required to carry arms to meetings
and sentries were posted at the door...After the townsfolk entered the
meetinghouse and took their seats, the minister and his family made a grand
entrance.2s

Having spent weeks at the Preacher's Cave site, I can imagine the blowing of the conch

shell, the people gathering, and then the Reverend Patrick Copeland and his wife entering

the main chamber of the cave, walking between the two large boulders on the sandy floor.

The congregation would rise and the small tenacious eighty-year-old figure, in a black

flowing cape and skullcap would climb the steps to the rock pulpit and begin to speak.

28 Fischer. Albion's Seed.120.
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A Curious Discovery

In the last weeks of the 2007 field season, we found evidence that part of the cave

had been partitioned into a separate room next to the pulpit. Its use is not known at this

time, but it could have served a number of functions. Was this where Copeland lived in

days immediately following the shipwreck, or, did it have some liturgical use because of

its proximity to the pulpit? Was it a storage area for goods and supplies that had been

salvaged from the wreck and later the new items imported from other colonies? Was it a

place to store exports? 2e The feature, which has not been completely excavated because

of lack of time and resources, included a wooden floor, hundreds of rat bones, and at least

two wooden posts that extended to identified notches in the ceiling. Part of one of the

posts remained in the ground intact, packed with rocks, and was removed for analysis.

The walls of the room were probably canvas.

Another feature that cannot be easily explained is Feature 28, identified in 2006 as

the "Lamp" Basin. This feature is at the south boundary of the newly identified room,

west of the pulpit. It was described in 2006 :

This natural ledge in the cave wall is added to the feature inventory list because,
while natural, it was used by cave occupants as a platform for oil lamps as
indicated by thick coatings of a black oily sticky material on the rock surface
above the basin ledges and a cut horizontal hole about 30 centimeters (12 inches)
wide and dug 70 centimeters (28 inches) into the rock. The overall basin is 105
centimeters (41 inches) long at its widest point and 6l centimeters (24 inches)
high. The oily material is particularly evident above the cut hole and may be
whale oil. A sample of the material was collected but it has not yet been identified

2e Vernon A. Ives, ed.,The Rich Papers: Letters From Bermuda, I6l5-1646
(Toronto, Canada: The University of Toronto Press, 1984),71. There is evidence that
tobacco, after it was cured by individual growers, was packed in cedar casks and stored in
the church until the next ship arrived.
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or its age determined.3o

Who needed to light this area and why? Evidence on site reveals that this structure within

Preacher's Cave was subjected to a major fire that was large enough to reach the ceiling

of the cave. Did this fire force the abandonment of Preacher's Cave by 1657, an end date

deduced from the written record? The physical evidence presents a number of

unanswered questions that only further field work and research can resolve.

The Historic Cemetely

Besides the Pulpit Rock, which is visible to everyone who enters Preacher's Cave,

one of the most important parts of the meeting house (not obvious to the casual visitor) is

the historic cemetery. As discussed in Chapter Two, a previously unrecorded cemetery

in the eastern front of the cave was identified and evaluated in 1992. The excavation of

the first two graves and the identification of Laron Syndrome within the original

community of the Eleutherian Adventurers and its connection to the present population

through DNA analysis, continues to be one of the most important results of the Preachers

Cave project. During subsequent field seasons other seventeenth-century colonial graves

have been found and exhumed for study with permission of the Bahamian government.

In 2006, a highly disturbed Eleutherian burial from the seventeenth century was

uncovered toward the rear of the cave (Feature 38, Burial 3). Located approximately 25

centimeters (10 inches) below the surface, the grave had been penetrated by at least two

modern cooking pits. This disturbance by the unknown cooks resulted in the inadvertent

'o Carr et al., 2006,31.
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removal of a cranium and parts of a lower body. Oriented north and south, the grave was

identified as Eleutherian rather than prehistoric because it was found with copper alloy

pins in the units, indicating that the body had been wrapped in a shroud. There was no

indication of the sex of this individual because of the incomplete skeletal remains, but the

age at death was determined to be between twenty-four and thirty-six years of age "based

on the degree of cartilage ossification on the sternal ends of the ribs."3r

1n2007, two more Eleutherian Adventurer burials were recovered, but one of

them contained the remains of two individuals and at first presented a mystery to the

research team. Burial 7, which was very straight forward, was the grave of a mature

individual at least fifty-years-old and probably older. This elderly, toothless person was

wrapped in a shroud and buried in a wooden casket much like the casket burial found in

1992. The sex of the individual could not be determined.

The other burial, Burial 8, seems to have been a child whose grave had been

disturbed, re-bundled, and re-buried some time in the past. To complicate matters, bones

from a second individual appear in the mix indicating that two people's graves were

disturbed, then re-buried. Initial analysis indicates that the individuals are probably a

child aged sixteen to thirty-trvo months and a young female adult in her twenties to mid-

thirties. 32 When first discovered, the crew wondered if the bundled burial might be

'' Carr et al., 2006,44. For a complete analysis of all the Preacher's Cave graves
exhumed before 2007, see the final report of the 2005/2006 field seasons.

32 The bodies from the 2007 fieldseason were examined by osteologist William
Schaffer. Preliminary results were obtained from personal correspondence with Robert S.
Carr and William Schaffer.
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Lucayan because this is a burial method sometimes used by other Native American

groups. The truth did not reveal itself until the bundle was dissected and the skeletal

remains examined. Two things convinced us that it was two disturbed seventeenth-

century graves. First, "the cranium [ofthe infant] does not appearto have been subjectto

artificial deformation, which likely would have begun at infancy if the individual was of

Lucayan-Taino ancestry."33 Second, in the middle of the bundle was a piece of historic

pottery which could not have been there if the burial was prehistoric.

The complete analysis of these new discoveries has not been concluded, but a

pattem of Eleutherian Puritan death ways is beginning to emerge from the results we do

have. Although we do not yet have a precise death rate in Eleutheria, when the physical

remains are considered in context with the wrinen record, we begin to feel the grief and

hardship this population endured. One touching account in the literature tells us of one

colonist's gleat loss. On August 7, 1657, Alice Lane petitioned the govemment in

London, asking for a pension due to her "great suffering on Eleutheria on the death of her

husband and son."3a

For the Calvinist Puritan worshiper, salvation was beyond mortal striving.

Children were made to stare into the open grave to "reflect upon their own mortality.""

Burial practices were bleak. "They [the Puritans] did not approve of embalming,

'3 lbid. The flattening of the forehead is discussed in Craton and Saunders,
Volume One, 25; This is further discussed on page 139 of this report.

3o Lefroy, ed., Volume II, 86.

35 Fischer, Albion's Seed,l13.
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elaborate funerals or extravagant tombs...the dead were thrown into the ground like dogs,

and not a word said"36 In fact, burials and funerals were two separate events. In a

tropical environment like the Bahamas, bodies would have been buried immediately. The

serrnons came later.

The artifacts associated with the Preacher's Cave historic burials are sparse and

reflect the simplicity of the practice reported at other Puritan seventeenth-century sites.

Two of the adults in the Eleutherian Adventurer group were buried in wooden coffins.

Burial 3, which was separated from those in the front of the cave, was an adult who was

not buried in a casket. Was he/she less important, or a non-believer? The intact child's

grave suggests that children might have been wrapped in shrouds, and then placed

directly into the ground. All of the bodies recovered were wrapp€d in shrouds and the

copper alloy pins that usually accompany this practice to pin the cloth together were

found in all of the European grave features. Copper staining was detected on some of the

skeletal remains.

A comparison with graves in the seventeenth-century Chesapeake Bay region, an

area of some Puritan habitation and connections to the Nanseman County Puritans who

sent a relief ship to Eleutheria, shows similar customs. Scholars have noted when

describing the Patuxent Point Site in Calvert County, Maryland [where the Nanseman

Puritans moved after trouble in Virginia] that "on the seventeenth-century Maryland

frontier only elites were buried in coffins."37 They go on to say that "pins are often the

36 lb id . ,  I14.

3t Holland and Sil l iman.26l.
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only or most common artifact found in colonial graves."38

Evidence from one contemporary site in Maryland also suggests the explanation

for a question asked by David Dickel in 1992 when he examined the first child's skeletal

remains. Dickel wrote:

Another noted 'artifact' may be of interest, its interpretation was unclear. Three
closely places deep puncture marks were seen to form a small, flat triangle pointed
at the mandibular symphysis, anterior to the mental foramen. The punctures are
only about a cm apart, and appear as if made with a three pronged, thin, small
olive or oyster fork. This is clearly postmortem, but unclear as to whether it is
excavation damage (unique in my experience, unless someone was using a small
nonstandard digging tool or probe). The archaeologists are invited to look and see
if they feel it is perimortem (e.g. not at death, but maybe during burial
preparation).3e

The description of customs in another part of the Atlantic colonial world may reveal one

possible answer to Dickel's question:

In the Chesapeake summer the laying out period would be briel which might
explain why individuals were buried without coffrns. The face remained exposed
until the coffin was closed so that the spirit of the deceased could depart. A chin
strap to hold the jaw in place might be pinned to a cap, as might a cloth to cover
the face.ao

The three puncture marks are probably perimortem and resulted from either a chin strap

or another method of anchoring the shroud to the body for wrapping.

38 lb id .

3e David N. Dickel, "Analysis of Human Skeletal Remains Recovered from
Preacher's Cave" (Davie, Florida: The Archaeological and Historical Conservancy,
1993), n.p.

oo Holland and Silliman.26l.
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The First African Bahamians

Less conspicuous, but operating within the same context as the seventeenth-

century Eleutherian Adventurers, is another important cultural group: blacks from

Bermuda, both free and enslaved. These people of African descent lived among the

Eleutherian Adventurers and probably represent the first blacks to reach the Bahamas.

Although we do not know their exact numbers, we do know that they arrived in two

d i stinct groups under di fferent circumstances.

The first group came to Preacher's Cave as slaves under the direct control of

Puritan masters. Since the passenger log of the l|rilliam has never been found, the

identity of individuals on the boat and living at the site can only be pieced together from

other documentary evidence. Sometimes that evidence is circumstantial.

It is known that both Indians and Africans were used as slave labor in Bermuda as

early as l6l6 when the ship Edwin arrived from the West Indies, bringing with her "one

Indian and a Negroe (the first thes llands ever had.)'{r Captain William Sayle owned

slaves himself and may have brought them with his family to Eleutheria. In particular,

while Governor of Bermudain 1644145, Sayle was presented with a black couple and

their four-year-old son by Captain William Jackson, an English privateer, who had

captured a group of blacks and Indians from the Spanish in Jamaica. Although Sayle

could have kept these people in servitude for the typical "four score and l9 years"

(ninety-nine years), he stipulated instead that the parents should serve only "to the end

t07

or Lefroy, ed., Volume II,84.



and terme of seven years'{2 more like an indentured servant than a slave. The child was to

serve until he was thirty, presumably to be taught a trade and the Christian religion.a3

Although we cannot be certain that this black family came with Sayle to the Bahamas, it

is probable that they did. Their time of servitude was still in force in 1648, and there is

no record that Sayle sold them or released anyone from indenture before he left for the

Bahamas.

There is also a vague mention of the first blacks in Eleutheria in a secondary

source, Paul Albury's book, The Story of the Bahamas. This account states that, "The

man who drowned when the l{illiam [the Eleutherian Adventurer's ship] was wrecked

was a Negro, and there may have been others among Sayle's group.'*a Albury, a well

known Bahamian historian, gives no documentation for this information, but it seems to

have entered the local consciousness because Carmelina M. Dean-Butrows. in her book

Bahamian FolHore: The Eleuthera Panorama From a Native Perspective, repeats the

premise after completing dozens of oral histories among the contemporary black

population.ot Albury goes on to say that "through the years Eleuthera was to live up fairly

well to its name of Freedom. As late as 1788, the 310'people of colour' living there

a2 Virginia Bernhard, Slaves and Slave holders in Bermuda, I6l6-1782
(Columbia, Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 1999), 54.

o ' lb id .

44 Albury, 123.

a5 Carmelina M. Dean-Burrows. Bahamian FolHore: The Eleuthera Panorama
From the Native Perspective (New York: Vantage Press, 1996),17.
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were 'mostly free'.'*o

In the seventeenth century, however, the second group of Bermudian settlers to

arrive at Preacher's Cave in 1649 brought people who were not free. The written record

indicates that Reverend Nathaniel White, a Puritan Minister and leader of this group,

owned slaves. In one disturbing incident, a young seven-year-old free black girl, Hannah

Sarnando, was placed by her free parents in the Bermuda household of Hugh Wentworth

to be educated with his children. At the time of Wentworth's death. Hannah was sold

into slavery. Reverend White bought her in 1645 when she was fifteen from Stephen

Painter, another minister on the Eleutheria trip. It is almost certain that Hannah went

with the White family to the Bahamas, because she is still in the household inl666 after

the family returned to Bermuda and is listed in Reverend White's will. White left

Hannah and her youngest son Samuel to his wife. Her other two sons, Nathaniel and

Richard, were left to White's grown children.aT After White's widow died in 1673, there

is no fuither mention of Hannah Sarnando in the record. She would have been forty-

three-years-old.

In 1656, another group of blacks arrived in Eleutheria under completely different

circumstances. In that year, Bermuda experienced its first slave uprising, forty years after

the first blacks came to that island. Ten blacks were tried and convicted of conspiracy in

a plot to overthrow their English masters.a8 Two of the ten were hanged, but William

46 Albury, 123.

a7 Bernhard, 80.

ot lbid., 84.
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Force, a free black man who was one of the leaders of the revolt, was released after being

tortured. With Force, all free blacks in Bermuda were put on the ship B/essing and

banished to Eleutheria. Although it is not known how many people this involved, the

number is probably small (estimated to be about five) because Bermuda only had a

population of three thousand at the time with a black population of two to three

hundred.ae What became of these people is not known, but it is unlikely under the

circumstances that they would have migrated back to Bermuda as many of the white

settlers eventually did. Instead, the records suggests that they stayed in the Bahamas,

forming the first free black settlement in the country.

Physical evidence of the presence of these black settlers at Preacher's Cave is not

easily discernable. Unless one or more Africans are buried in the Cave and DNA studies

can be conducted. we can never be sure. No historic documentation of any black graves

or even written evidence of the European graves has ever been found.

Other physical evidence of the arrival of the first blacks in the Bahamas, such as

distinctly ethnic markers or African-styled artifacts (i.e. ceramic vessels), have not been

found. One artifact does provide a possible link to the black population who lived in and

around Preacher's Cave, a Spanish copper coin (figure24\.

This coin was heavily oxidized when found, but upon cleaning was identified as

l l 0
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Figure 24. A close up view of the obverse (left) and reverse (righ$ sides of a Spanish eight
maravedi coin. The suspension hole on the left view is at 2 o'clock, from Carr et al., "An
Archaeological and Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera, Bahamas."
A.H.C. Bahamas Technical Report #4. Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc.,2006

an eight maravedis minted in Spain during the reign of Philip IV (1621-1665). It was

struck on a crude cob with the shield of Leon on the obverse. and the shield of Castille on

the reverse side of the coin.

Both sides are counter struck with a revaluation amount known as resellos. The
counter stamp includes the Roman numeral VII stnrck on one side, indicating a
devaluation from eight to seven maravedis. The reverse dies counter stamp is
unclear. There were five Spanish mints producing this coin type in Toledo, Segovi4
Madrid, Granada, and Burgos. Although the mint mark and date are obscured, this
die type is consistent with the Madrid mint and was struck between 162l and 1626.
50 Of particular interest is a circular hole that appears to be drilled through the coin
for suspension, suggesting its use as an ornament.5r

50 Ferran Calico, Xaview Caico and Joaquin Trigo, Monedas Espartolas desdee
Fernando y Isabel a Juan Carlos I, Airos: 1474a i,988. 7th Edition (Barcelon4 1988).

5' Carr et al., 2006, 65-67.
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This Spanish copper coin provides a specific date of mintage (1621-1626) that

links it to the Eleutherian Adventurers because of its association with a mix of mid-

seventeenth-century artifacts found near the cooking hearth. The coin is also significant

because of the tiny hole pierced near its edge indicating its use as a suspended ornament.

It is unlikely that a devout English Puritan would be wearing a copper coin from Spain

as an ornament. Not even a Puritan's child would likely be given a bauble bearing the

shield of Catholic Spain. Although the use of pierced coins as charms and lucky pieces

is widely reported in England as early as the Medieval period, their use after the English

Reformation was intensely discouraged and even illegal. Furthermore, pierced coins

when they were used by the English were almost always silver.52

Archaeological evidence does suggest that pierced coins were commonly used by

Africans and African Americans. Pierced coins have been found in North American and

Caribbean slave sites and in free black graves. Eric Adams reports on the significance of

pierced coins associated with a slave grave in Maryland by asserting their importance as

charms with special healing powers in Africa.s3

Theresa A. Singleton reiterates similar information stating that "several sites

52 For a discussion of the folkloric tradition of wearing pierced coins as lucky
pieces in the English tradition see: Gutch, Examples of Printed Folklore Concerning the
East Riding of Yorkshire. (London, England: David Nun, l9l2), 80; T.T. Wilkinson,
FolHore of Lancashfre, (Note and Queries, l85l ), 55-56; James M. Davidson, "Rituals
Captured in Context and Time: Charm Use in North Dallas Freedman's Town (1869-
1907), Dallas, Texas," The Journal of the Societyfor Historical Archaeologt Volume 38
No.2:22-54.

53 Eric Adams, "Religion and Freedom: Artifacts Indicate that African Culture
Persisted Even in Slavery." Omni Magazine, Volume 16, No. 2.

tt2



(associated with African Americans) have yielded pierced coins frequently of Spanish

origin that may have functioned as charms."r4 Using oral histories from former slaves

gathered during the Works Progress Administration in the 1930s, she also reports that

"these coins were tied on strings and wom around the ankle or neck. Their uses varied.

Some individuals wore them for luck and others to prevent rheumatism, but most used the

coins for protection from evil."ss

Although the link between the copper maravedis coin to slaves, bondsmen, or

freemen is somewhat tenuous (based on folklore and traditions of the use of pierced

coins), the cultural and historical context near the seventeenth-century Eleutherian

Adventurers' hearth suggests that its use by a black individual at the site is the most

logical culturd association.

The Hearth

The historic fire hearth at Preacher's Cave (Feature 8) was one of the most

important features identified in 1992.

Located near the mouth of the cave, the feature was characterized by an area of
compacted grey ash measuring 1.2 meters (a feet) in length and containing
numerous faunal bones and artifacts embedded in the ash and in areas adjacent to
it.56

The size and the location of this feature toward the front of the cave indicates that this

was probably a communal cooking area. Artifacts found in association with this feature

5o Theresa A. Singleton,"The Archaeology of Slavery in North America," Annual
Review of Anthropologr, Volume 24, 1995, l3l.

55 lb id .

5u Carr et al., 2006,28; Can et a1.,1993, 24-27.
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include kaolin pipe fragments, historic ceramics, and faunal bones that include cow and

pig.

Throughout Preacher's Cave the team recovered a total of 104 shards of historic

ceramics during field seasons from l99l to 2006. These artifacts include majolic4

westerwald, unglazed earthenware, lead glazed coarse earthenware, brown rhenish ware,

redware, pisan slipware, and miscellaneous items. The ceramics are types manufactured

in both Europe and the New World, and because of their variety suggest that the

Eleutherian Adventurer's received their goods from many different sources, perhaps from

wrecking as well as trade. Most of the ceramics date to the period of Eleutherian

Adventurer activity in the area. Three shards of brown-on-white transfer ware from the

eighteenth century were also recovered, but most types are from the seventeenth century.

More work on quantirying the total assemblage of ceramics will be completed when the

artifacts from 2007 are cataloged. s7

One faunal analysis on the l99l and 1992 work was completed in 1993 by H.

Stephen Hale at Georgia Southern University using collections from the University of

Georgi4 the University of Florida" the Georgia Museum of Natural History and the

Florida Museum of Natural History (figure 25). The faunal sample was collected from a

unit near the mouth of the cave adjacent to Feature 8, the historic hearth, using quarter-

inch and eighth-inch screens. "The bone fragments were subject to fragment count, bone

weight, and minimum number of individuals. Hale calculated biomass. The

s7 See Carr et ̂ 1.,2006,58-61 for a more detailed description on the ceramic types
recovered and the history ofeach type.
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Preacher's Cave Faune
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Figure 25. Pie Chart showing the percentages of fauna taxa represented at Preacher's
Cave. (Based on Hale, 1993). From Carr et al., "An Archaeological and Historical
Assessment of Preacher's Cave, North Eleuther4 Bahamas." A.H.C. Bahamas Technical
Report # 4. Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc., 2006.
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bones were identified by species and divided into native fauna and exotic or introduced

fauna."st In his analysis, Hale reported bats, huti4 two species of native birds, (the

Turkey Vulture and the Snowy Egret), iguan4 sea turtle, and snake. He also identified

twelve species of bony fish and sting rays and the West Indian Monk Seal, which is now

extinct and was probably hunted by the Eleutherian Adventurers. Introduced

species that Hale identified included domesticated animals such as cow and pig, which

represented 19.9 percent of the biomass, and the European rat which represented the most

numerous individual frequency in the cave. It is noteworthy that according to Hale and

the samples collected, the rat population increased over time. Samples of more faunal

analysis were collected in 2006 and 2007.

Tobacco Pipes

While the previous examples of enhancing the written record look inward toward

the Eleutherian Adventurer colonists' personal experiences and their immediate

environment within Preacher's Cave, examining fragments of clay tobacco pipes

encourages the researcher to look outward into the greater seventeenth-century Atlantic

colonial world toward possible trade routes (figure 26). Although pipes can be looked at

in connection with the individual action of smoking, they can also be viewed as part of

the world system of trade. Holland and Silliman point out that clay pipes provide

information on "chronology, trade and barter, and can be 'read' at the level of the feature,

tt Carr et al., 2006,72.
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site or region."5e

At Preacher's Cave kaolin pipe fragments were generally common and were

uncovered throughout the cave. Stem fragments, bowls, and bowl fragments were all

found and were consistent with mid-seventeenth-century types.n The chronological

period is reflected by the stem-hole diameter, a technique established by Binford to

indicate changes in pipe styles, reflecting a general trend of bore hole diameters getting

smaller through time. Sandra Norman analyzed and quantified the stems from the 1992

excavations and determined a preponderance of diameters of 7/64 and8164 of an inch,

indicating a date range of 1620-1680.61

The pipe assemblage at Preacher's Cave is largely undecorated. Most of the

bowls have a band of rouletting around their rim. A few stems are decorated with fleurs-

de-lis, one set of four fleurs-de-lis is inset within a diamond design. One pipe fragment is

decorated with an intricate embossed pattern along the length of the stem. In the last field

season (2007) three pipes with intact maker's marks were recovered and are presently

being studied. One terra cotta pipe stem with a floral decoration was also found. The

evaluation of these items helps us understand the trade routes associated with the

Eleutherian colony. It is also helpful to look at both the written record and the material

culture collected at the site for possible sources of the goods.

to Holland and Silliman, 8.

s Ivor Noel Hume, Artifacts of Colonial America (New York: Vintage Books,

u' Carretal.,  1993,28.
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Examining the newly recovered marked pipes and searching for the origins of the

maker's marks and designs is time consuming and complicated. During the seventeenth

century white clay pipes found on English colonial sites were produced primarily in

England and the Netherlands, but it is difficult to differentiate between Dutch-made and

English-made pipes. Clay for the pipes was not always mined close to areas of

production. The procedure was for the clay to be mined in cubes, allowed to dry, then

ground into powder. Afterwards, it was reconstituted and pressed into a mold. A wire

was inserted through the stem to create the bore. Decorations were either incorporated

into the mold itself or added later. These later additions could consist of stamped designs

or incised or rouletted marks. Marks are important because they represent "the surest way

to tell British and Dutch pipes apart'r2

The pipe fragments with maker's marks recovered during the last field season in

Eleuthera are all different. One mark consists of the initials PF, or perhaps PE, with a star

above (figure 27),the second mark has initials D and P with a star between the letters and

a crown above. Finally, the last pipe has a design of unknown origin that is difficult to

interpret. Suggestions have been made that it is an arrow of some kind or a stylized

tobacco plant. All of these marks have been stamped on the pipes and are located on the

heels of the items.

Although conclusions have not been reached on the origins of these maker's

62 Katherine D. Cavallo, "An Analysis of Marked and Decorated White Clay
Tobacco Pipes from the Lower Patuxent Drainage," St. Mary's Project, 2004; Matthew
Charles Emerson, "Decorated clay pipes from the Chesapeake," Dissertation for the
Doctor of Philosophy in Anthropology, University of Califomia, Berkeley, 1988; and
Hume.
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marks, preliminary research offers a variety of possibilities. The crowned mark suggests

a Dutch origin for that pipe. Walker reports that Gouda was the center of the tobacco

pipe making industry in the Netherlands. In Gouda, the Pipemakers' Guild registered the

marks and "the marks consisted of letters and numbers, they were frequently "crowned"

and placed on the heel.63

The heel of the pipe bearing the PF or PE is unevenly worn and the lettering

inconclusive (figure 27). A pipe with a PE but no star between the letters was recovered

at Steven's Land in the Chesapeake Bay area and has been identified as the work of either

maker Phillip Edwards I or II. Phillip Edwards (with his wife Sarah) was a founding

member of the Bristol England Pipemakers' Guild. He and his family worked between

1649 and 1696.$

One of the most intriguing pipe fragments found at the Preacher's Cave site is the

terra cotta pipe stem embellished with two five petaled flowers in a stamped design

(figure 28). This is an unusual artifact for this Bahamian site because it appears from

stylistic comparisons to be a locally made "terra cofta" pipe from the Chesapeake Bay

area. Although there is some scholarship on the origins of these pipes, debates as to

makers and audience vary. Some have attributed their manufacture to Native Americans

others to peoples of African decent.65 Because of the distance this small portable artifact

63 lain C. Walker, "A Pipemaker's Mark from Goud4 the Netherlands - Then and
Now," American Antiquity, Volume 31, No. 5 Part I (July, 1966),748.

s Cavallo.

65 Emerson. See also Jane C. Cox, Al Luckenbach, Dave Gadsby, Shawn Sharpe,
"Locally-Made Tobacco Pipes in the Colonial Chesapeake," 2005.
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Figure 27.Pipe fragment with initials PF or PE on the heel, Photograph by Jane S. Day, 2008

Figure 28. Terra Cotta pipe fragment Photograph by Jane S. Day,2008
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seems to have traveled, it is useful to examine the opportunity for its deposit at Preacher's

Cave.

Recent scholarship on the seventeenth-century Atlantic colonial region

emphasizes that the world was intercolonial as well as transatlantic. April Hatfield writes:

Because for Europan colonists water travel was easier, faster, and more common
than overland travel, and because Barbados was the primary English colony in the
second half of the seventeenth century, Virginia's seventeenth-century economic
and social connections with the Caribbean were as important as its contact with
other main land colonies.tr

We know from seventeenth-century accounts by both George Gardyner and Govemor

John Winthrop of the Massachusetts Bay Colony that in 1649, William Sayle made a

desperate rescue voyage to the closest Puritan colony. Leaving the other settlers alone

under the leadership of Patrick Copeland, Sayle left Eleutheria with eight men, and in a

small boat of about twenty feet headed out to open ocean. His goal was to reach another

Puritan colony, not only to replenish the supplies that had been lost in the shipwreck, but

to recruit new settlers for Eleutheria. Miraculously the rescue goup survived the ocean

crossing and landed in Nanseman, Virginia" after nine days at sea.67

Nanseman, Virgini4 already had ties to the Eleutherian Adventurers. Located

south of the James River, this was the community where Patrick Copeland had hoped to

build his school before the Indian massacre of 1622. At one point there may have been as

many as six hundred Puritans in this part of Virginia from both the Netherlands and

6 Hatfield. 3.

ut Hubert W. Miller, "The Colonization of the Bahamas, 1647-1670." ll/illiam
and Mary Quarterly. January, 1945.
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England. Harvard students from this settlement also went to classes in Boston with

Patrick Copeland's ward and Nathaniel White's son. Puritans, in fact, "considered

themselves all part of the same spiritual community with no geographic boundaries.'ft

Upon Sayle's arrival in Virginia he learned that the Nanseman settlement was in

upheaval. An elder in their church, Reverend Thomas Harrison, had been banished by the

Royal Governor. Sayle used this opportunity to try to recruit the Virginia settlers to the

Bahamas, but John Winthrop, Govemor of Massachusetts, counseled the congregation

not to join. Winthrop, knowing both Copeland and the Articles and Orders of the

Eleutherian Adventurers, feared that the Eleutherian group was too radical in their

acceptance of religious freedoms. Instead, the Virginia Puritans provided the Captain

with a twenty-five-ton ship full of provisions for his return to Preacher's Cave.5e It is

possible that the terra cotta pipe arrived in the Bahamas with the relief supplies or as the

personal artifact of one of the returning seamen.

Other goods from Nanseman are also probably in the mix of Preacher's Cave

artifacts. The counties south of the James River grew poor quality tobacco, but colonists

responded by producing other commodities for trade. Not only did they send cattle and

hogs as both livestock and meat but also naval stores such as pitch and tar to other

colonies. In 1656, promoter John Hammond wrote "that from Virginians' "industry" and

their "great plenty of Corn not only New England hath been stocked, but all other parts of

68 Hatfield, I16.

on Hosmer; Craton and Saunders, Volume One,1992.
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the Indies inhabited by Englishmen."T0 lronically, even after the Nanseman Pwitans

declined Sayle's offer, they did not stay in Virginia but left later in 1649 to settle in

Providence, Maryland, at the invitation of Governor William Stone.

Another relief ship arrived in Eleutheria a year later from New England.

Congregations in the Massachusetts Bay Colony took up a collection of between six

hundred and eight hundred pounds and bought supplies for the stn"rggling colony.

Accompanied by elders from the First Church of Boston, the ship anived in Eleutheria in

1650, adding to the sustenance of the colony and the mix of artifacts found at the site.Tr

Elder James Penn's report to his congregation on his return from the Batramas is vague

but one of the few first person accounts of the colony still in existence:

we arrived at Seagotea [Eleutheria], where I found the people in want, who when I
had given the Churches letters and Declared the end of my coming they thanked
god and ye churches, and after on[e] month stay with them we returned backe and
arrived at Boston the l7'h of the 6'h mo. 1650.?2

Penn returned to Boston with a ship loaded with ten tons of braziletto wood, which was

valuable as a red dye wood. With the shipment was a letter of gratitude signed by

William Sayle, Nathaniel While, and Robert Ridley, which is now at the Massachusetts

Historical Society. In Boston, the wood was sold and, as stipulated, the funds were

70 Hatfield, 47.

tr Arthur B. Ellis, History of the First Church of Boston 1630-1880 (Boston: Hall
and Whiting, l88l ); Craton and Saunders, 1992,78; Richard D. Pierce, ed., The Records
of the First Church of Boston I630-l868 (Boston: The Colonial Society of Boston,
l96 l ) .

T2Craton and Saunders, 1992, 84.
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donated to Harvard College.T3

As outlined above, this small but important Puritan colony called Eleutheria is

rich in both historical and archaeological detail. Not only is this the foundation of the

English colonial experience in the Bahamas, but the narrative connects the islands to the

wider Atlantic world of the seventeenth century. For the colonial interpretation of the

Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site, there is now enough information to proceed with

an interpretive program that will b€ both interesting and educational for visitors. Further

scientific investigation and analysis is needed on the artifacts recovered during the 2007

field season and a future study on the larger issues of subsistence, demography, and

environmental sustain-ability should be conducted as part of ongoing work at the site.

73 Samuel Eliot Morison,The Founding of Harttard College (Cambridge,
Massachuseffs: HarvardUniversityPress, 1935), M9;CntonandSaunders, 1992,78.
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CHAPTER FOUR
EXPLORING A LUCAYAN BURIAL SITE

When Christopher Columbus arrived in what is now the Bahamas in 1492, he

interlaced his Diario with geographical data and brief descriptions of his encounters with

the native people who lived in the island chain. He noted that they were hospitable and

inquisitive. They arrived at his Spanish ships in dugout canoes made "from the trunk of

one tree" and able to carry as many as forty or forty-five men.r He said they were gentle

people and described their physical appearance in detail:

They are very well formed, with handsome bodies and good faces. Their hair [is]
coarse-almost like the tail of a horse-and short. They wear their hair down over
their eyebrows except for a little in the back which they wear long and never cut.
Some of them paint themselves with black, and they are the color of Canarians,
neither black nor white; and some of them paint themselves with white, and some
of them with red, and some with whatever they find. And some of them paint their
faces, and some of them the whole body, and some of them only the eyes, and
some of them only the nose. They do not carry arms nor are they acquainted with
them, because I showed them swords and they took them by the edge and through
ignorance cut themselves. They have no iron.2

This and a few other passages are all we have of that first European contact with the

native people of the Bahamas. The rest of our knowledge of the people who we now

I Oliver Dunn, and James E. Kelly, Jr,The Diario of Christopher Columbus's
First Voyage to American 1492-1493 (Norman, Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1989),69.

' Ibid., 67.8y Canarians Columbus means people form the Canary Islands.
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know as Lucayans comes from archaeological investigations.'

Irving Rouse tells us that when Columbus landed, the people who inhabited the

islands "lacked an overall name.'{ Although the group of people who shared a common

language and culture are sometimes called Taino, "members [of that group] referred to

themselves by the nilnes of the localities in which they lived. . . those in the Bahamian

Archipelago called themselves Lucayo (small islands)."s William Keegan goes on to say

that "their name is the English version of the Spanish Lucayos which apparently comes

from the Arawakan words Lukkunu Kafri,which has been translated as island men.6

Although some scholars hyphenate the name of these people as Lucayan-Taino, I will

follow Keegan's lead and refer to the natives peoples of the Bahamas as Lucayans.

ln 1992, William F. Keegan summarized the known inventory of prehistoric sites

in the Bahama Archipelago in The People ll'ho Discovered Columbus: The Prehistory of

the Bahamas. On Eleuthera, he listed seventeen open-air sites and three cave burials

summarizing previous work by Rainey inl934, Sullivan inl974, and his own studies in

3 For a discussion of the peoples and cultures of the West Indies, including a map
of the geographic distribution of the population at the time Columbus see Irving Rouse,
The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted Columbns (New Haven,
Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1992), 5-25.

o Rouse, 5.

5 lb id .

6 William F. Keegan, Bahamian Archaeologt: Life in the Bahamas and Turlcs and
Caicos before Columbus (Nassau, Bahamas: Media Publishing, 1997), 13.
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1985.? In his findings Keegan did not, however, reference our report completed in l99l

as part of the development of the Spanish Wells Museum. When we did the

archaeological survey for the museum in 1991, we noted that Shaun Sullivan identified

only one Lucayan site on Eleuthera north of the narrows called the Glass Window. At

that time Sullivan speculated that the northem part of Eleuthera appeared to have a very

"light occupation."s Our work added to the academic knowledge and recorded five

previously unknown Lucayan sites, including three cave sites: Old Pots Cave, Whitewater

Cave, and Preacher's Cave; and two open-air interior sites: the Thyme site and the

Saltwater Hole.e Keegan does note that:

The only interior Lucayan sites are small scatters of pottery on Eleuthera, Great
Abaco and San Salvador, all of which show evidence for short term, special
purpose functions (e.g. water or clay procurement). The Eleuthera and Great
Abaco sites are associated with freshwater sinkholes.r0

This is probably the case for the interior sites we identified, particularly at the Sdtwater

7 William F. Keegan, The People Wo Discovered Columbus: The Prehistory of
the Bahamas (Gainesville, Florida: University Press of Florida. 1992),70; Shaun O.
Sullivan, "Archaeological Reconnaissance of Eleuther4 Bahamas," Masters Thesis,
(Boca Raton Florida: Florida Atlantic University, 1974).

' Sullivan, 28. The site is listed as EL-15 and is called the Old Jean's Bay Site.
Because it is on the water just south of the Jean's Bay Dock, the crew passed it t'wice
daily on our way back and forth from Preacher's Cave to Spanish Wells.

o Robert S. Carr, "An Archaeological Survey of Spanish Wells and North
Eleuther4 Bahamas," AHC Bahamas Technical Report #l (Davie, Florida:
Archaeological and Historical Conservancy, July l99l); Robert S. Carr, Jane S. Day, Jeff
B. Ransom, William C. Schaffer, John G. Beriault, "An Archaeological and Historical
Assessment of Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera, Bahamas." A.H.C. Bahamas Technical
Report fl4. (Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc.,2006), 15.

f 0 Keegan, The People Who Discovered Columbus, 1992,68.
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Hole where we noted that the exposed soil was a red loam that could have been used for

the production of pottery."

Palmetto Ware is a type of pottery that is indigenous to the Bahamas and was first

described by Charles Hoffinan at the Palmetto Grove site in San Salvador during the

1960s. It is a low-fired earthenware that is red-brown to orange in color. The paste for

this pottery is Bahama red clay-loam that has been tempered with crushed and burnt

shells. In Eleuther4 the red loam is found between rock ridges, in pot holes in the center

of the island, and on the margins of mangroves. This soil is sometimes called "pineapple

soil," and is prized for growing pineapples because of its high percentage of iron oxide.12

ln 1992, during the Spanish Wells Museum's second field season at Preacher's Cave, the

team recovered more Lucayan Palmetto Ware pottery shards in the cave, strongly

suggesting a more important prehistoric presence in the area on the northern shore of

Eleuthera than had previously been suggested.r3 Although most of the pieces of Palmetto

Ware that were found in Preacher's Cave are small (less than 1.0 centimeter in length and

rr Carr, 1991,22.

12 William F. Keegan, 1997,38; Michael Craton and Gail Saunders, Islanders in
the Stream: A History of the Bahamian People. Volume One: From Aboriginal Times to
the End of Slavery (Athens, Georgia and London: The University of Georgia Press, 1992),
19. It is interesting to note that Sullivan reports that the Palmetto Ware that he examined
in Eleuthera was tempered with Lucina pectinata, a white bivalve clam shell. Sullivan,
1974,30. Keegan states that Palmetto Ware is tempered with conch shell. Keegan,1997,
38.

'3 Robert S. Carr, Jane S. Day and Sandra L. Norman, "lnterim Report on
Archaeological Investigations at Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera Bahamas"(Boca
Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc. 1993); "Archaeological Investigations at
Preacher's Cave, North Eleuthera, Bahamas. Phase II. May 1992" A.H.C. Bahamas
Technical Report #2. (Boca Raton, Florida: Research Atlantica, Inc., 1993).
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width), some had smooth surfaces in sharp contrast to their gritty friable interior. In total

there were forty-six pieces of Palmetto Ware recovered in and around the cave from l99l

to 2006. All but one of those pieces was undecorated. The decorated shard had two

parallel incisions extending from the rim.'o The Palmetto ware that was found in2007

has not been counted in this report or catalogued because of lack of funding. When it is

added to the data, it will surely increase our understanding of the Lucayan presence in the

area giving us more of an idea of the intensity of the prehistoric habitation both at this site

and in the northem end of Eleuthera.

Our two investigations, sponsored by the Spanish Wells Museum during the

1990s, also attempted to date the Lucayan activity in North Eleuthera with radiocarbon

dating:

A Strombus shell (FN #35) from the Saltwater Hole Site was subjected to
radiocarbon dating and was determined to be 590 + 60 B.P. which means the
artifact dated from between 1300-1420 A.D., which falls in line with the projected
settlement date of the 1300-1499 A.D. for Eleuthera by Sullivan.15

Keegan states in his book Bahamian Archaeologt that "Radiocarbon dating" is the most

widely used and best known "absolute" dating technique."r6 We have used it whenever

available, sometimes with controversial results that will be reported later in this study.

Identiffing and dating the interior Lucayan sites and additional cave sites in the area was

important, but at the time we could not have imagined what was waiting to be discovered

'o Carr et al., 2006,56.

't lbid., 38; Sull ivan,62.

16 Keegan,l 997, 41.
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in Preacher's Cave in 2006 and 2007.

An Unexpected Dimension

The limited 2006 field season, from March 3 to March 12,2006, was remarkable.

We had uncovered evidence in December 2005 that indicated that there might be another

burial toward the rear of the cave. Because we had been slowed down by Hurricane

Wilma" the December field season was short and the winter holidays were upon us.

Weighing all the options, we decided to close the units under investigations and wait until

the beginning of the new year to fully investigate the feature. Because there is no

electricity at Preacher's Cave, working in the rear of the cave is challenging. A

compressor, fuel, lights, and extensions cords all had to be transported to the site

everyday, and because of security considerations they had to be removed and stored every

evening. The extra effort proved worth it.

Burial 4, a prehistoric Lucayan female in her late teens to early twenties at the

time of death, was uncovered thirty-five to fifty-five centimeters (fourteen to twenty-two

inches) below the surface of the cave floor (figure 29). Unlike the historic burials, which

had clearly defined grave pits, this individual did not. Her placement in the grave was

described in our 2006 report:

The body was laid on its back, aligned east to west with the right upper limb
extended along the edge of the pit and the left upper limb flexed with the hand
turned medial. The mandible lay facing due south away from the mouth of the
cave. The vertebral column affirmed this placement as cervical vertebrae
exhibited aquiline posture in synch with the slope of the pit.17

It Carr et al., 2006,47.
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Figure 29. Burial4, a Lucayan woman, Photograph by Jane S. Day,2006

It is also important to note that the burial survived at least two unrelated disturbances. In

one, the top of the cranium was removed leaving a complete mandible with full dentition.

The second disturbance severed the femur and removed her lower limbs. The top of this

Lucayan's head and her lower legs were gone, but her grave was still a remarkable

discovery and got much attention from the govemment, the press in the Bahamas, and a

TV station in South Florida. Suddenly our quiet excavation was a media circus, and I

was rationing tuna fish sandwiches and bottles of water for the unexpected visiting

dignitaries.

The importance of this discovery cannot be overstated. In 1992, Craton and
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Saunders wrote that no human bones had been found on any Lucayan habitation sites.

Instead, they reported, bones are usually found by farmers digging in caves for bat guano

(used for fertilizer) and thus greatly disturbed. Keegan went on to say in 1997 that:

Lucayan burial practices remain a mystery. The only human bone that I know of
from an archaeological site is the small section of a lower leg bone (ibia) from
MC-12. Because this bone is burned it is possible that at least some of the dead
were cremated. The only other human bones from the Bahamas, numbering less
than 50 individuals, were found in caves...[another] very interesting phenomena
is burials in submerged caverns and blue holes.rs

Keegan also noted that the underwater burials that have been found show that male

Lucayans lived long lives. Females, on the other hand, seem to have died younger,

perhaps reflecting the dangers of child bearing.re This young woman, who had been

buried in Preacher's Cave, did not live a long life, although there was no discernable

cause of death. Interestingly, the radiocarbon date from charcoal associated with Burial4

translates into a conventional date of A.D. 870, which is extremely early considering

conventional theories on the Lucayan presence on this island of the Bahamas.2o

Burial 5 proved to be the grave of another Lucayan, whose body had been treated

in a completely different way than the young woman found in Burial 4. These burnt and

f 8 Keeganl997,6l; Craton and Saunders, Volume One,1992,40; Robert S. Carr,
William C. Schaffer, JeffB. Ransom, Michael P. Pateman, and Jane S. Day, "Ritual Use
of Caves in the Bahamas," presentation at Society for American Archaeology,T4th
Annual Meeting, April 2009, Atlanta, Georgia. In this presentation, William Schaffer
reported that Keegan has now identified 6 burial locations, and Michael Pateman, who
works for the National Museum of the Bahamas, has identified 10. Pateman's work
includes the discoveries in Preacher's Cave.

'o Keegan ,1997,61.

2o Carr et al., 2006, 81.
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fragmentary human remains were not identified in the field. It was only during analysis

in the lab that we concluded that this was a Lucayan cremation burial. No cultural

material was identified with the remains but after confirmation that the bones were

human, "radiocarbon dates from two charcoal samples provided an age range of AD 1290

to AD 1490 indicating the remains are Lucayan."2r Irving Rouse, William Keegan, and

Michael Craton and Gail Saunders all mention cremation burials as one type of burial

strategy in their writings on the Lucayan culture. We had just found a cremation burial in

Preacher's Cave.

The Lucayan burials were rem.ukable but the radiocarbon dates for materials

found during the 2005 and 2006 field seasons also changed how we looked at both this

site and Lucayan activity in North Eleuthera. Interestingly, these dates, which might

suggest earlier prehistoric settlement patterns in the northern Bahamas, escaped the

interest of the press and the politicians who were sponsoring the project. The public was

more interested in the spectacular photographs taken of Burial 4 than in academic theories

about the settlement of the Bahama island chain.

The earliest radiocarbon date so far attributed to the Preacher's Cave site was

taken from a sample of a Triton shell that was not found in the immediate vicinity around

Preacher's Cave, but some 351 feet north/northeast of the cave mouth. It was recovered

at approximately seventy-eight centimeters (thirty-one inches) below the surface, south of

the beach in the fourth swale dune line in an area that was being cleared for future

national heritage park services. Nothing else was recovered in the test hole, but the

2 '  I b i d . , 51 .
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Triton shell itself was altered "with the columnela removed and a large circular hole cut

from the outer wall. [Bob Carr suggested that] the shell bears a resemblance to

Pleuoploca shell anchors found in Southern Florida with examples being recovered from

Key Marco."22 The radiocarbon date of this artifact was ca. A.D. 660.

This radiocarbon date, combined with the date of A.D. 870 associated with Burial

4, suggests that Lucayans may have been in North Eleuthera earlier than past literature

concludes. Keegan summarizes the opinions of the majority of scholars stating that the

Bahamas was settled during the Ostionoid expansion after A.D. 800, and that the full

extent of the Batramian archipelago was settled by A.D.1200.23 Conventional opinion,

and in particular the work of Shaun Sullivan, estimates that the habitation of Eleuthera

was on the latter end of this scale.2o

It has been suggested by some who have reviewed our recent work at Preacher's

Cave that the early radiocarbon date of the Triton shell is an anomaly, the result of a later

population altering an ancient shell for contemporary use. The second earliest

radiocarbon date at Burial 4 is harder to explain away. Our report concluded in 2006:

The second earliest radiocarbon date, A.D. 870, is from a piece of charcoal
(FSl20) found at a depth of 4l centimeters (16 inches) below the unit datum
beneath Burial 4, Feature 39. The radiocarbon date for the charcoal suggests that
the charcoal represents Lucayan activity that predates the Lucayan burial. There is

22lbid. ,  go.

23 Keegan,l992,48 and 75; See Carr et al., 2006,80 for a discussion on dating and
hypothetical routes of migration into the Bahamas.

2o Sullivan, 62. Sullivan states that Eleuthera was settled from A.D.1300 to 1400.
Craton and Saunder, Volume One, 1992, 15-20 condenses all the theories on migration
patterns and suggest that settlement may be earlier.
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no evidence that the charcoal is directly associated with the grave since there is no
burnt bone or charcoal in the grave. It is possible that the charcoal is simply part
of the grave fill. However, even if intrusive, the charcoal represents some type of
Lycayan activity in the cave that may predate the age of the intemment of the
human remains, since occurrence of charcoal in the cave cannot be natural.2s

Regardless of differing opinions, the fact remains that enough evidence has been

presented from the Preacher's Cave studies to question the prevailing migration narrative

and theories on Lucayan habitation in the Bahamas, encouraging the continuation of

research as more data become available.

The Entrance to the *Otherworld'26

The 2007 field season started with enthusiasm. Not only were we scheduled to be

in the Bahamas from January 20 until March 8, the longest time allotment we had ever

budgeted, but because of the important discoveries we had made in 2006, we hoped to

build on the past work and resolve some crucial questions about the site and its

interpretation. Plans for the establishment of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site

were under way. In December 2006,just a few weeks before our arrival in the Bahamas,

a conceptional plan for the park based on our original findings was produced and

distributed by Wilderness Graphics Inc.27 Besides the daily archaeological work at the

site, some evening meetings were scheduled while we were in Eleuthera with all of the

" Carr et al., 2006, 80.

2u Keegan, 1997, 61.

27 Wildemess Graphics lnc., Preacher's Cave Heritage National Park: Concept
Planfor Interpretation and Public Use (Tallahassee, Florida: Wilderness Graphics, Inc.
2006).

136



stakeholders, so that Bob Can and I could answer questions about the history of

Preacher's Cave, the archaeology at the site, and comment on the design of the park. We

were also expecting visits from representatives of the Ministry of Tourism, Antiquities,

Monuments, and Museum Co.p, and the Bahamas National Trust to collaborate on the

design and logistics of the project.

From an academic as well as a cultural resource management perspective, Bob

Can and I were particularly interested in the distribution of grave plots within the cave,

both historic and prehistoric, so that this sensitive area of the narrative could be both

properly represented and the human remains studied and preserved. To accomplish this

goal, Carr included William Schaffer on the team as our senior osteologist. We also

brought the equipment necessary to set up a field laboratory in Spanish Wells to help

facilitate the examination of any skeletal remains that might be recovered. Because the

2006 field season revealed that the back chamber of the cave contained graves as well as

did the eastern front section that we had already identified as the English colonial

cemetery, we planned a series of trenches and units to investigate both these interior

areas. We were also anxious to explore the space to the east of the opening of the cave

because a new foot path was being planned for this area of the park development, and we

did not want to destroy a potential feature before it could be evaluated.

Our theory that the Eleutherian Adventurers' seventeenth-century cemetery had

more graves than those previously identified proved to be correct. We uncovered Burial 7

and Burial 8, both seventeenth-century features, that are reviewed in Chapter Three. The

area to the east of the entrance also proved to be an historic feature containing another
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large seventeenth-century hearth similar to the one found in 1992. So far the newly

opened units were adding to our understanding of the Eleutherian Adventurers and their

use of the space within the cave and the surrounding area. We were already pleased with

the season's results and were about halfiray through the excavation period, when we

turned our attention to the back chamber of Preacher's Cave.

The discoveries in the rear of the cave, now identified as Burials 9, l0 and I l,

were beyond anything we could have imagined and were even more groundbreaking than

the astonishing find we made in 2006. Although these new grave units are not yet fully

evaluated, the initial examination adds greatly to scholars' knowledge of Lucayan burial

practices and the importance of Preacher's Cave as one of the premier sites in the country.

Although sources say that Lucayan burial practices in the Bahamas are an enigm4

we do know something of the religious practices of other Caribbean native peoples from

a fifteenth-century chronicler, a Spanish Jeronymite friar named Ram6n Pane who arrived

in the Caribbean on Columbus' second voyage. Irving Rouse stated that:

We know more about the Classic Tainos' religion than about any other aspect of
their culture thanks to Father Ram6n Pan6, whom Columbus commissioned to
study it. It centered on the worship of deities known as zemis.28

Pan6 completed his work for Columbus in 1497, writing about people from the north-

central area of Hispaniol4 a location that is sometimes considered the homeland of the

Bahamian Lucayans. Among other beliefs, the priest wrote about the importance of caves

in the Lucayan-Taino cosmology. In their creation myth, the Taino people reported that

2tlrving Rouse, The Tainos: Rise and Decline of the People Who Greeted
Columbus (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1992),13.
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they originated in a cave called Cacibajagua in a sacred mountain. The rest of their

universe - the moon, the stars and all those who were not Tainos - also emerged from

caves of different narnes and importance. Finally, at the end of life there was a cave

known as Coaybay, the "house and dwelling place of the dead."2e Keegan notes that for

Lucayans "caves were viewed as a portal to the "otherworld."30 He makes a point of

saying that this is indeed an "otherworld" and not heaven or hell. "Nor should it be

considered an afterlife because it was from a cave that humans first emerged."3r If the

Lucayans in Eleuthera were interested in placing their dead in a cave, Preacher's Cave is a

logical spot because it is such a prominent geographical landmark. Furthermore, because

we had already recovered two Lucayan burials in the cave, the young woman and the

cremation burial, it was not a surprise that there would be more prehistoric graves here.

What we found, however, was much more than we anticipated.

A Spectacular Find

A large white barn owl flew out of Preacher's Cave the morning of the discovery.

She retumed awhile later and stayed the rest of the day, perched in a crevice, high up in

the western reaches of the rock, watching, until the excitement started. We knew almost

immediately when the sand was carefully brushed from the skull of Bwial 9 that we had

found something extraordinary. Rouse tells us that the frontal and occipital bones of a

" Carr et al., 2009,3.

3o Keegan, 1997,61.

3r lbid.
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Taino's skull was often "flattened by binding his head as a child which gave him a broad,

sloping forehead and made the back of the head flat."32 This was the shape of the head

that was emerging from the unit in the rear of Preacher's Cave. But there was something

else that Bill Schafler recognized at once. There was staining on the skull. The body had

been wrapped in a mat, and the imprint of that mat, which had long ago disintegrated, had

adhered to the skull, leaving behind the pattern of the basket weave (figure 30).

Basketry is a term that refers to woven textiles that are created manually without a

loom or frame. Mary Jane Berman and Charlene Dixon Hutcheson in their article

"lmpressions of a Lost Technology: A Study of Lucayan-Taino Basketry" stress that,

"Because of the fragility and perishability...basketry, like other organic technologies,

infrequently survives in the archaeological record."sr Berman and Hutcheson completed

their evaluation of designs, rules, and patterning of basketry based on Palmetto Ware

pottery found at the Pigeon Creek site in San Salvador, Bahamas. "Evidence for

basketry," they said, "often survives only as impressions on pottery, clay floors, daub

packing or fragments of pitch."34

We were looking at similar basketry patterns to the ones they described, but rather

than impressions on pottery, we were looking at basket marked bones. The implication

32 Rouse.6.

" Mary Jane Berman, and Charlene Dixon Hutcheson, "lmpressions of a Lost
Technology: A Study of Lucayan-Taino Basketry," Journal of Field Archaeologt,
Volume 27, Number 4 (Winter 2000\,417.

34  lb id . ,4 lg .
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Figure 30. Burial9, detailof basket marked bone on thejaw and clavicle, in the laboratory,
Photograph by Jane S. Day, 2007

was that this Lucayan female, who had died between thirty and thirty-five years of age,

had been flexed, wrapped in a woven mat, and laid in the grave in Preacher's Cave about

A.D.1290.3t She was positioned with her head to the west, her feet to the east, and her

face looking north. If "baskets played an important role in Lucayan-Taino political

economy, serving as means of trade, tribute and gift exchange in these societies,"36 as

Berman and Hutcheson state, the mat's placement over the body of this deceased woman

3scarr et al., 2009.Initial analysis of the prehistoric bodies found in 2007 was
presented by William Schaffer at the Society for American Archaeology meeting, April
2009, Atlant4 Georgia.

36 Berman and Hutcheson.42l.
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could indicate her importance. We know that in this matrilineal Lucayan society, women

could be made chiefs or caciques. "Goods, clan status, and the office of chief were all

inherited matrilineally."3T We do not have enough evidence, however, to determine this

woman's exact role in this Lucayan community.

As Schaffer meticulously continued his excavation, it became clear that beneath

Burial 9, positioned to the southeast of the Lucayan woman, were more human remains of

another individual. When they were uncovered, Burial l0 tumed out to be a headless

male, aged twenty to twenty-five (figure 3l). Not only had his head been removed, but

his hands were tied in front of the body, and his legs were hogtied behind him, indicating

restraint and coercion at death, perhaps some kind of torture. The cordage that bound his

body was still visible on the bone. Our hypothesis, based on the physical evidence at the

site, is that this is the first Lucayan human sacrifice victim uncovered in the country.

Craton and Saunders stated that "Propitiation, it seems, rarely if ever took the form of

blood sacrifice as elsewhere in the Americas, but normally involved votive offerings as

small stones or small carvings, representing specific animals (dogs, agoutis, birds, turtles

or manatee), different fishes (angel fish, grouper, sharks or whales), and even persons."38

That did not seem to be the case in Preacher's Cave. And where was his head? It was not

in the immediate vicinity of the burials. Instead, it may have been removed and

37 Rouse, 16.

38 Craton and Saunders, 1992,46.
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Figure 31. Burial 10, possible sacrifice victim, note hands tied and head removed, Photograph by
William Schaffer,2007

preserved as a trophy of the event, as Rouse reports in other areas of the Taino

civilization.3e

Because of the importance of the discovery, we immediately notified the

government. Gail Saunders, a long time friend and important Batramian scholar, visited

Eleuthera with an enthusiastic team from our sponsors, the Ministry of Tourism. Michael

Pateman, a young Bahamian graduate student, who works for the Antiquities, Museums,

and Monuments Corp. arrived for a few days and stayed for the rest of the excavation,

t43

3e Rouse. 14.



Figure 32, Burial 10, detail of hands tied in front of body, Photograph by Jane S. Day,2007

sharing room and board with our team. Eddie Minus, the singer and song writer, who

long ago in 1992 wrote a song for the opening of the Spanish Wells Museum, stopped by

unexpectedly and was so overwhelmed with our discovery that he came again the next

day with his wife and a bag of his CD's for the entire crew. No one who saw the graves

opened, bodies positioned hundreds of years ago, will ever forget the sight. The press

arrived, and there were television interviews on ZNS, the national Bahamian channel, but

the archaeologists worked through it all, trying to finish the excavation before our time in

Eleuthera was over.

To the southwest of the headless man was an articulated turtle skeleton. Then we



found the third body, Burial I l. Burial 9 was a woman, flexed and facing north. Burid

I I was almost her minor twin, a male, twenty-five to thirty years old, flexed, positioned

with his head to the west, and facing south (figure 34). There was also evidence that the

body had been wrapped in a basketry mat because of staining on his head and shoulders

similar to that seen on Burial 9. Not only did we find the full skeletal remains of this

Lucayan man, like the woman before him, but we also, for the first time in Bahamian

history, scientifically and systematically uncovered an undisturbed dry cave burial that

included grave goods. Never before had such a find been properly documented.

Even though the documentation of these burials is as important as their meanings,

readings in the ethnohistoric accounts suggest possible interpretations. Besides the turtle,

which seems to have been intentionally placed in this grave unit, we also found a Triton

shell similar in size and alteration to the one found on the beach ridge and discussed

earlier in this chapter. This shell was placed south of the male Lucayan's body just below

his chin. Craton and Saunders report that sometimes in a Lucayan burial, the corpse was

flexed, wound with cotton and placed in "a special cave along with personal possessions

(ornaments, zemis, and duho in the case of a Cacique) and a bowl of water and some

bread for the last journey.'*o Had we misinterpreted the Triton shell we found earlier

comparing it to a prehistoric anchor found in Florida? Could the Triton shell instead be a

vessel to hold water for the last joumey?

The turtle too could be considered a source of sustenance, or perhaps have a more

symbolic meaning. Many of the ceremonial stools, called duhos, were carved in the

oo lbid.,40.

145



forms of four legged animals like iguanas and turtles. "Lucayans revered the land borne

iguana and even more its amphibious equivalent, the turtle, as the original denizens of the

islands and seas in which they lived.'{r The turtle's ability to live both on land and in the

sea perhaps represented the transition the dead make between living and the

"otherworld."

The other object, positioned behind the head of the adult male in Burial I l, was

also interesting and had to be fully excavated to uncover its implication. A cache of

Sunrise tellin shells (Tellina radiata), all inward facing and formed into the shape of a

ball, were probably originally held together by cotton or netting, that had long ago

disintegrated. These mollusks, which can be as long as four inches, are normally found in

mud flats. They got their name because of the yellow sunburst pattern on the interior of

the shell. We, of course, have no idea if the choice of this shell had some symbolic

purpose. We did find, however, that inside the ball of shells was a piece of red ochre and

a fish bone that had been altered into a scarifier (figure 33). It seems as though this

Lucayan was taking his tattoo kit on his final journey.

If the Lucayan male was indeed taking items to scar his body and color it red,

these things may have been representative of a practice he carried out in life. Both

Keegan and Rouse report that body painting and tattoos were common. They also state

that red was a favorite color. Keegan goes on to say that "red was a male colour,

symbolizing blood and life.'{2 Rouse says that often the figures of zemis or gods were

o'  Ib id. ,43.

o2 Keegan, 1997,6; Rouse, I l-14.
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the subject matter of this decoration. Since all we have left are the skeletal remains of

this individual, the designs of his tattoos are gone, but the instruments of their application

have remained.

When looked at as a whole, the graves raise a number of questions about timing

and the actual event of the burials. Rouse reports that, "When a male cacique died two of

his wives might be buried with him.a3 Because we have one woman and two male bodies

Figure 33. Burial I l, inside ballof shells with scarifier, Photograph by Jane S. Day,2007
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could we speculate that this was a female cacique who was buried with two of her

husbands? Because of the grave goods associated with the male body, is he the cacique?

Were all three burials even from the same time period? The pending radiocarbon dates

may help clariff the question.

Figure 34. Burial I l with grave goods, Photograph by William Schaffer,2007

But what if this burial was a planned ceremony with great symbolic meaning,

rather than just the necessary result of another death? Keegan reports that zemis [the

godsl "interact with humans on a daily basis through their control over the natural and
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supematural world."44 In describing the Lucayan-Taino pantheon, he talks about the

dichotomies of gender and the principals of male and female spirits who are attended by

twin spirits. He also describes the iconography of the symbols on some of the duhos that

have been found in the Bahamas.

Symbols are often carved on the back rest. A common motif is faces looking
outward in opposite direction (twins) and joined at the center by the circular
double rainbow. The double rainbow has a point at the center symbolizing the
navel of the universe, the cave from which the Tainos emerged, with rings around
it representing the bridge between the cultural and supernatural world. It is the
symbol of the cacique.aj

Does the positioning of these bodies replicate this description? Did the moumers, or the

shaman, recognize the symbolic representation? The dead cacique, whether male of

female, becomes the bridge to the spirit world. This and other questions will only be

answered with further research, and when the testing and analysis are complete. But

despite the lack of conclusions, the recovery of these Lucayan burials, like the English

colonial graves in Preacher's Cave, adds to the importance of the place and the necessity

of protecting it as a National Heritage Site.

n Keegan,88

o5 lb id . ,93.
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CHAPTER FIVE
A DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR THE

PREACHER'S CAVE NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE

What is certain from the work that has been accomplished at Preacher's Cave is

that the place is an historic space that deserves the protection of the Commonwealth of

the Bahamas. In fact, it is arguably the most important historical site in the country.

Besides the beauty of the natural environment, the cultural importance of the place is

undeniable. This is the only seventeenth-century English contact site in the Bahamas and

the only site proven to have a direct relationship to the Eleutherian Adventurers, the

founders of the modern country. Artifacts and features have been recovered and

documented in recent excavations informing and enhancing the written historical record

with the material culture of that time period. The site is also a mre example of a

surviving natural feature (a limestone formation in a cave) that was intentionally altered

by European colonists for reuse in a new capacity. Although no other building from this

time period in Bahamian history has survived, the altered cave stands as testimony to the

use of Preacher's Cave as the church and meeting house of the original English colonists.

Besides the cave's widely known association with the history of the Eleutherian

Adventurers, the area is also important as the location of the first free black settlement in

the country. Although presently this story is verified more conclusively in the written

record than with archaeological associations, it is still appropriate to include this
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important piece of Bahamian history in the Preacher's Cave interpretation. This handful

of people of African descent (free in the year 1656) formed a legacy of self determination

rather than slavery for North Eleuthera's small black villages.

Finally, the spectacular recovery of prehistoric artifacts and skeletal remains

associated with the Lucayans adds still another significant dimension to the property.

This is the first time in the history of the country that graves have been found intact in a

dry cave, complete with grave goods. Nowhere else in the Bahamas can these three

historical narratives (the Eleutherian Adventurers, the free blacks, and the Lucayans) be

told with such force and impact on the visitor as in this awe-inspiring natural setting.

From History to Heritage

If you believe, as w:ls stated in the introduction of this dissertation, that "heritage

and tourism are collaborative industries,"r and that the ultimate goal of the Ministry of

Tourism, the project's sponsor, was to establish a heritage tourism destination at

Preacher's Cave, it is useful before commenting on a development plan to explore the

concept of heritage. The term heritage is vague and often misunderstood. It is not

history. Instead, it can be loosely defined as value added to things or places that have

been passed down from, and thus are important to, previous generations. Heritage is

often intangible and fluid. It can change over time. As Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett

states:

I Barbara Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums and
Heritage (Berkeley, California: University of Califomia Press, 1998), l5l.
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While it looks old, heritage is actually something new. Heritage is a mode of
cultural production in the present that has recourse to the past. Heritage thus
defined depends on display to give dying economies and dead sites a second life
as exhibitions of themselves...Display is an interface that mediates and thereby
transforms what is shown into heritage.2

The National Trust for Historic Preservation defines cultural heritage tourism as

"traveling to experience the places, artifacts and activities that authentically represent the

stories and people of the past and present."3 While the National Trust includes

"authenticity" as one of its "Five Principles for Successful and Sustainable Cultural

Heritage Tourism," achieving true authenticity is often problematic.a Although in the

Preacher's Cave project, we have strived for accuracy in our narrative with exhaustive

research, some anthropologists who study the tourism industry caution against the

production of "heritage fantasies" that result from a tendency to sanitize the actuality of

the past. John Urry in his insightful book The Tourist Gaze insists that:

The protection of the past conceals the destruction of the present. There is an
absolute distinction between authentic history (continuing and therefore
dangerous) and heritage (past, dead, and safe). The later in short, conceals social
and spacial inequalities, masks a shallow commercialism and consumerism, and
may in part at least destroy elements of the buildings or artefacts supposedly being
conserved.5

If we want visitors to really understand the past, it is important that we do not exclude

2 lbid.,7.

3 www.preservation.ordissues/heritage-tourism. accessed July I 9, 2009.

4 lbid. As outlined by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the five
principles for a successful and sustainable cultural heritage tourism program are: (l)
Collaborate, (2) Find the Fit, (3) Make Sites and Programs Come Alive, (4) Focus on

Quality and Authenticity, and (5) Preserve and Protect.

5 John lJrry,The Tourist Gaze (London: Sage Productions,2002),99.
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uncomfortable storylines. Even though Eleutheria was the site of the first free black

community in the country, it would be inesponsible not to mention that the Eleutherian

Adventurers did bring slaves to the colony and saw no contradiction between their

religious tenets and this facet of their lifestyle. Likewise, even though the Lucayans are

usually described as peaceful and passive people in the Spanish accounts of the European

contact period, the story of the probable human sacrifice victim found at Preacher's Cave

tells a different, if unsettling, tale.

Building on the concept of heritage as "involving a strong sense of lineage and

inheritance,'f which we had already established in the white Bahamian community by

building the Spanish Wells Museum, commissioning the painting Praise Be to Godby

Alton Lowe, and linking the English Eleutherian Adventurers to the present population

with the Preacher's Cave DNA project, it was imperative to reach out to the rest of the

North Eleuthera district, tell all of the stories, and give everyone who was interested a

forum for input. A project as large as developing a national heritage site must include all

of the community and be emotionally accessible to be a success. Fortunately, from past

experiences our team understood this strategy from the beginning of the project. With

help from local citizens, and the encouragement of both the Ministry of Tourism and the

Antiquities, Monuments, and Museum Co.p., on June 15, 2005, the North Eleuthera

Historical Society was formed. We wanted this body to encourage local support and

inform the community of our progress. With an officers' slate full of Bahamians who

represented all areas of the St. John's District in North Eleuthera I was honored to be

u Ibid.. too.
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chosen as Secretary, the only outsider in the group.

The society's goal is larger than just the Preacher's Cave project. It was set up to

act as an umbrellaorganization for issues and projects involving the history and heritage

of the total community, including everything from the historic preservation of buildings

to educational programs for area schools. Specifically, the group is interested in working

with the goverrrment to promote the history of North Eleuthera, educate the public, and

boost economic development through heritage tourism. The North Eleuthera Historical

Society was also instrumental in making recommendations for the conceptual plan for the

Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site.

The Conceptual Plan

The information discussed in this review of the conceptual plan for the Preacher's

Cave National Heritage Site was gathered over months of work in the field, discussed

with scholars and archaeologists, and commented on by the membership of the North

Eleuthera Historical Society. I first presented some of these ideas on April 5,2007,asa

critique of the document, "Concept Plan for Interpretation and Public Use of Preacher's

Cave" proposed by Wildemess Graphics, Inc., the consultants hired by the Antiquities,

Monuments, and Museum Corporation.

Founded in 1975, Wildemess Graphics, Inc. is a firm that provides planning,

design, fabrication and installation services for education, interpretation, and public use

projects. Archaeologist Bob Can and I toured their studio and workshop in Tallahassee,

Florida, and met with President Marvin Cook in the Bahamas, both on site in Preacher's
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Cave and with government committees in Nassau. The firm's resume is impressive.

They have completed previous projects on visitor centers and museum displays, and

distribute a catalogue of kiosk designs, trail signs, and wayside exhibits that could easily

be adapted for Preacher's Cave. In an attempt to survey the needs of the local population,

Cook attended a meeting of the North Eleuthera Historical Society where he collected

data using a detailed questionnaire seeking information on use, expectations, and areas of

interest. Our team was comfortable with Wilderness Graphic's work, and since the

company already had contracts with the Bahamian government to design a sign-age

program that could be implemented and sustained with Batramian resources, it made

sense to include Preacher's Cave in that already established national prognm.

In the introduction to the Wilderness Graphics conceptual plan, Marvin Cook

stated the goals of his proposal:

The intent of this plan is to outline the program and identifu opportunities and
propose options for stakeholders and decision makers. This plan consolidates the
heritage interpretation program with other uses of the site for recreation and
nature-based tourism within a context of long-term stewardship of the site as a
managed National Heritage Park.7

Although I did not agree with everything in the Wildemess Graphics Plan, it was a good

start for the development of the proposed park and a springboard for the refinement of the

final product. Because I had spent so much time in Eleuthera (practically living at the site

for a over a month and a half in 2007),1 offered another viewpoint that was based on

first-hand knowledge of Preacher's Cave and how the public already uses the site as a

7 Wilderness Graphics lnc, Preacher's Cave Heritage
Planfor Interpretation and Public Use (Tallahassee, Florida:
2006), n.p.

National Park: Concept
Wildemess Graphics, Inc.

155



supplement to Marvin Cook's questionnaire and more general conclusions.

Constituents and Transportation to the Site

After spending fifty-two days on site and greeting visitors every day, I concluded

that it is clear that Preacher's Cave is visited, not just by an audience of Bahamians as had

been suggested in the Wilderness Graphics report, but by a wide range of international

guests who vacation on Eleuthera. Although most of the tourists are American and

Canadian, a thirty-two day personal survey, recorded in a guest book kept at the site,

confirmed that people come from Europe (Great Britain, Italy, France, Germany, and

Finland), South America" Puerto Rico, and from as far away as Australia and New

Zealand. Besides the Bahamian school children who visited on field trips, more guests

were from out of the country than local constituents. In total, 708 people signed the guest

book in thirty-two days. Approximately another l0 percent did not sign. If that

additional estimate is added to the count, it would bring the number of visitors to 778.

This number does not include representatives from the Ministry of Tourism, Antiquities,

Museums, and Monuments Corporation or the media who visited to monitor activity or

report discoveries. In total then 24.3 tourists a day came to Preacher's Cave in the winter

of 2007 even though it was not advertised, and the unpaved dirt road to get there was

second-rate at best.

School groups also visited Preacher's Cave from St. Anne's School, St. Andrew's,

St. John's College, North Eleuthera High School, Lyford Cay International School, Deep

Creek Middle School, Temple Christian Elementary School, Current Island Primary
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School, Spanish Wells All Age School, Eleuthera Preparatory School, and BluffPrimary

School. These schools are located in Nassau and all areas of Eleuther4 including South

Eleuthera.8 All the schools were enthusiastic about the trip, and at Deep Creek teachers

felt that the experience was so rewarding for the seventh grade that they e-mailed their

thanks and asked if the eighth grade could visit on another day. The students ranged in

age from first grade to high school. I conducted tours according to the age and

preparation of the students. Some students knew the story of the Eleutherian Adventurers

before arriving, others did not. Few knew much about the Lucayans, and none of them,

even though most were black children, had ever heard of the free black settlement at

Preacher's Cave. Most thought of it only as a white English colonial site. This school

traffic should be encouraged. A curriculum for the visit should be developed in

conjunction with the Ministry of Education and the College of the Bahamas, and made

available to schools throughout the country. In total, 306 students toured the

archaeological site and participated in the unearthing of their heritage. Adding the

student census to the other visitor count brings the total number of visitors in thirty+wo

days to1,084, an impressive number considering the difficulty, both in expense and

logistics, of getting to the site.e

8 Our budget for the 2007 archaeological season included funds to pay for
transportation so that students from local public schools could experience the excavation.
Those schools were North Eleuthera High School, Spanish Wells All Age School, Bluff
Primary School, and Current Island Primary representing about ten percent of the total
student visitors. All the rest of the schools provided their own transportation and arrived
without making:urangements ahead of time.

n Field notes by the author.

t57



Transportation to Preacher's Cave varied. Everyone I encountered was asked

where they were from and where they were staying. Many of the tourists drove

themselves to the site from Rainbow Bay, Gregory Town, and Governor's Harbour, all

areas some distance south of the Cave's North Eleuthera location. Most were in rental

cars. The Eleuthera Bible Training Center at James Cistern and the Wesley Foundation

brought their volunteers in a yellow school bus. These groups were particularly interested

in the religious history of the site. A few people on yachts berthed in either Spanish

Wells or Harbour Island arrived by water. The boaters beached their tenders and walked

over the beach ridge as I had first done in 1969. Taxis brought some people, mostly those

staying nearby in Spanish Wells or Harbour Island. Everyone complained about the dirt

road to Preacher's Cave, particularly the taxi drivers who worried about their vehicles,

and some foreign drivers indicated that they almost turned back, unsure if the road was

even passable. School children arrived by bus and taxi. Gerald Stuart of Freedom Tours

guided groups who arrived in Spanish Wells from Nassau on the Bohengi Fast Ferry, a

high speed catamaran that makes daily runs to Eleuthera from the capital. Tom

Glucksmann of Bahamas Out Island Adventures also brought groups. Both these tour

operators were professional and anxious for more information about the culnrral aspects

of the site. With some consistency, most people did not arrive at the site until I l:00 or

I l:30 a.m. This was probably the result of the logistics of transportation. When people

did arrive, the conclusion of all those who made the effort to get to Preacher's Cave was

unanimous, "Great site, but please fix the road!" (figure 35).
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The Natural Setting

Preacher's Cave enjoys a spectacular natural setting. Approximately 300 meters

(984.25 feet) from the Atlantic Ocean, the cave and beach are in the same proximity for

public use purposes, but far enough apart to separate a physical recreation program from a

more serious discussion of Eleuthera's history. Wilderness Graphics questioned "the

proximity of a serious heritage site to a fun-and-sun resource,"'0 but the beach ridge is far

enough from the cave entrance that the two are naturally separated (figure 36). In reality,

having both resources in one area will probably increase use. Visitors do not have to

choose between one activity or the other, they can do both with one trip.

The parking lot, a dirt clearing stripped bare by Albert Barry in the 1950s, is in

the middle of the two areas and will be usable not only for automobiles but for an event

space once the park opens. Most of the visitors during the 2007 field season visited the

cave first and then headed to the beach perhaps for a swim or picnic. There were some

visitors, however, who never visited the cave but only stayed at the beach.

Wildemess Graphics, Inc. did make one serious mistake on their plan. They

outlined an ambitious beach recreation component to the park that included swimming, a

snorkeling trail, kayaking, and mooring buoys for large boats without taking into

consideration the Devil's Backbone Reef. The navigable boat channel that goes through

the Devil's Backbone, allowing boats to travel between Spanish Wells and Harbour

Island without heading north into the deep Atlantic Ocean, is quite close to shore and

difficult to navigate. Placing mooring buoys and a snorkel trail in this area is precarious
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Figure 35. The Road to Preacher's Cave, Photograph by John Beriault, 2005

at best. Although the Preacher's Cave team thinks it is important to include and enhance

beach enjoyment in the park plan, and has proposed the placement of beach cabanas for

shade, no action should be taken on water activities without thorough consultation and

review by Jock Morgan and other harbor pilots who traverse the Backbone during all

seasons and weather conditions. When it comes to accessing the ocean and reef, local

knowledge is incomparable.

Besides the cave and the beach, Dr. Ethan Fried completed a study of the

vegetation in 2006 and confirmed a wide variety of native plants and nanral

environments in the area. Our team's naturalist, John Beriault, provided a detailed plant

list and description of the natural coppice of tall hardwoods in our initial report on
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Figure 36. l -he Beach north of Preacher 'sCave. Photograph by John Beriaul t .2005

Preacher's Car,e to the government. John also noted that there were salt ponds paral lel ing

the coast.iust west of thc cave. l-hese werc "surrounded b1- mangroves which are

fiequently rookerics fbr shorc and other birds.""

An avian surve\/ rvas conducted by Everton Joseph ol'the College ol'the Bahamas

who establishcd a birding l ist ol ' thirty-nine local species and twenty-three migratory birds.

Mr. Joseph indicated that as the area is monitored. the l ist w,i l l  only grow longer. One bird

in particular. the Kirkland's warbler. is a rarc endangered species that travels fiom

northern Michigan and uinters <ln Eleuthera. During discussions w'i th both Mike Tansy of

rr Robert S. Carr. Jane S. Day'. Jetl '8. Ransom. Wil l iam C. Schafter. John
G.Beriault.  "An Archaeological and Historical Assessment of Preacher's Cave. North
Il leuthera. Bahanras." A.l l .C. Bahamas l 'echnical Report #4 (Boca Raton. Florida:
Research Atlantica. Inc.. 2006). l2-14.
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the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Michigan and Eric Carey, Director of the Bahamas

National Trust, they concurred that building nature-based tourism is consistent with the

recovery plan for this species. Although it cannot be guaranteed that the Kirkland's

warbler can be sighted, its proximity in the area of Preacher's Cave during the winter

months could be used to promote bird watching.r2

The natural assets of Preacher's Cave and the surroundingareaare varied and rich

with a great potential for eco-tourism. The success of any such program will depend on

the ability to conserve and protect what exists and in effect keep the landscape as natural

as possible. Wildemess Graphics suggests a "management tactic employing wood chipped

paths and boardwalk installed on sleeper joists"r3 to route visitor access (figure 37). They

also recommend that "vegetation should be maintained at knee height to discourage

visitors from wandering offthe designated paths."ra These strategies to protect the natural

environment, while important during park development, will not be enough to protect the

site unless we have the vigilance and will of the local people. Park boundaries should be

adopted at once and integrated into the conservation plan for this site.

Determining Park Boundaries

One of the trickiest decisions in establishing the Preacher's Cave National Heritage

Site involves determining boundaries for the park. [n reality, as has been proved by the

'2 Wilderness Graphics, Inc., n.p.

r3lbid.

14 lb id .

t62



archaeological assemblage, both the Eleutherian Adventurers and the Lucayans lived all

over this area at the northernmost shore of Eleuthera. The park boundaries, however, will

be constructed in a contemporary world and determined by land availability and political

will, not cultural resources. The Wilderness Graphics report maps three ereas, or options

for consideration. All of the options include the area immediately around the historic site

and extend from Preacher's Cave north to the beach. Thev all also include an easement for

access to a nearby ocean hole that is inland, a short distance south of the road to the cave.

In all of the plans there is a protected area around the front of the cave where infrastructure

will be kept to a minimum so that the natural and historic view will not be compromised.

Boundary Option A (figure 38) is the largest and most comprehensive. It not only

protects Preacher's Cave and the ocean hole but extends west past the salt ponds and

wetland areas, and east to the far end of the island at Hawk's Point and Current Bay. Not

only is Option A best for protecting the natural environment, including the bird rookeries

at the salt ponds, but by extending the park to the far eastern end of the island this option

probably incorporates the Eleutherian Adventurers' village site, which has not yet been

located or explored. In 1985, historian Paul Albury theorized that Captain Sayle's

seftlement of about thirty houses was next to a small bay that is now, after over 360 years,

filled in with sediment. Originally this areas was called Governor's Bay on old charts

giving credence to Albury's thesis. If possible the land in this area should be protected, as

least until an archaeological survey and assessment can be done.15

l5 Paul Albury,"Searching for the Second Capital," Journal of the Bahamas
Historical Soc ie ty, VolumeT, 1985, 20-22.
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Figure 37. Proposal by Wilderness Graphics, Inc. for limiting aocess to sensitive areas of
Prcacher's Cave. A boardwalk would extend onto a viewing platform with interpretive signage.
Access to Pulpit Rock and the rear of the cave should only be allowed with a trained guide.
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Option B (figure 39) is similar to Option A" but somewhat smaller. It does extend

eastward to old Governor's Bay, but a large area west of the salt ponds has been

eliminated from protection. There is also no agricultural buffer in this plan that would

separate the farmland from the natural site of the park. Marvin Cook notes "continued

agricultural use may be necessary to meet the life history needs of the Kirkland's

warbler,"r6 so it is imperative to continue farming in the area to attract this rare bird

species. Option C (figure 40) is the smallest of the three offered. It only includes

Preacher's Cave and the beach. The wetlands around the salt ponds and the potential site

of the first settlers' houses have been eliminated.rT

Implementation

It is obvious that Preacher's Cave has the historic and natural resources and the

constituents necessary to proceed with park development. Regardless of which boundary

option is chosen, and even without further money for the evaluation of the archaeological

materials that have already been recovered (which would be tragic), plans can proceed, if

goverrrment has the will. One reason potential contributors hesitate to donate to this

project is that they see no definitive Bahamian action. The facilities proposed in the

Wilderness Graphics report suggest a wide range of items that can be added to the site

16 Wilderness Graphics, Inc. n.p.

't lbid.
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Figure 38: Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site, Boundary Option A, Wilderness Graphics,
Inc. The parcels marked with an "F'ar€ working farms. Preachers' Cave is marked with the red
star.



Figure 39. Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site, Boundary Option B, by Wilderness Graphics
Inc. The parcels marked with an "F" are working farms.



Figure 40. Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site, Boundary Option C, by Wilderness Graphics
Inc. The parcels marked with an "F" are working farms. Preachers' Cave is marked with the red
star.
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over time as funds are available. Security and restroom facilities are the most pressing

needs. The rest of the suggestions, broken down into four phases of development for

implementation now and in the future are varied, some simple, some more complex. The

conceptual plan stated:

It will take some time to develop the Preacher's Cave site into a major tourism
destination both in terms of park facilities and promotion. However, opening of
the park can be expedited with infrastructure designed to meet day use while
longer- term facilities are implemented on site. The park can be an immediate and
growing success with the local constituency while longer-term features are
developed.rB

The first and most pressing issue necessary for the Preacher's Cave National

Heritage Site to move forward is the need to establish park boundaries, survey the area,

and resolve ownership so the site can be protected from other potential development. As

was stated earlier, most of the land around the cave is held in common by the Harbour

Island Commonage Committee. There is some fee simple private ownership near Old

Governor's Bay. For the most part, however, the Commonage Committee is the sole

legal entity entrusted with the administration of the land around Preacher's Cave. The

executives of that body are elected yearly under the supervision of the Ministry of Local

Government.

There is precedent for government's use of commonage land. During World War

II, the Royal Air Force was permitted to set up a tracking station to facilitate the Allied

Forces in this area. Land has also been used by different govemment administrations for
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the North Eleuthera Airport, the water works, and a landfill.'e But even though precedent

exists, it is difficult politically to have the land taken and used for any reason that does

not have unanimous local support. For a project to proceed, it must be initiated at a grass

roots level from the Commoners themselves. Because members of the North Eleuthera

Historical Society were aware of the sensitivity of this issue, they advised us to approach

Leon Johnson, Chairman of the Harbour Island Commonage Committee, for his

suggestions. After lenglhy discussions and a thorough review of the Wildemess Graphics

Reports, the Harbour Island Commonage Committee's Chairman wrote to the North

Eleuthera Historical Society on May 16,2007:

That in as far as any control or authority we may possess of said cave and are4 to
allow the North Eleuthera Historical Society and its assigns which include the
Ministry of Tourism, the Department of Antiquities, Museums of the Bahamas
and the National Trust, unfenered responsibility and access. This to include the
continuation of archaeological projects, construction of display platforms, etc.
Further agree to the availability of artifacts and historical dialogue for the benefit
of all interested persons as well as residence quarters for a museum curator,
appropriate outbuildings for the convenience of all visitors, and other
infrastructure as may be deemed necessary and in keeping with the overall
demeanor. 20

It seemed to the team of scholars and offrcers of the North Eleuthera Historical

Society that the written permission we were told we needed to continue had been

'e www.bahamasb2b.com/news/wmview.php , accessed July 23, 2009. For
information on the establishment of the Commonage see: Michael Craton, and Gail
Saunders, Islanders in the Stream: A History of the Bahamian People, Volume One:
From Aboriginal Times to the End of Slavery (Athens, Georgia and London: The
University of Georgia Press, 1992),170.

'o Letter from Leon Johnson, Chairman, Harbour Island Commonage Committee
to The North Eleuthera Historical Society, May 16, 2007. Copy in the collection of the
author.
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delivered. But things move slowly in the Bahamas, and what is not explicit in this

oflicial paragraph from the Chairman is the behind the scenes politics of the Commonage

Committee. As soon as the letter was received by the North Eleuthera Historical Society,

we heard complaints from other Commoners. The dissenter hypothesized about who

would benefit financially from the heritage site. They began jockeying for spaces near the

proposed entrance to the park for T-shirt shops and booths to sell conch fritters and beer.

Dr. Keith Tinker, the Director of the Antiquities, Museums, and Monuments Corp., told

me on one of his visits to Preacher's Cave that it was legal for government to just take the

land that was needed, but that neither political party, the PLP or the FNM, would do that

without the support of the community. It would be suicide for any local politician.

Since Mr. Johnson wrote his letter in2007, he has left office as Chairman of the

Harbour Island Commonage. The national government has also changed. One Bahamian

friend and supporter of the Preacher's Cave project wrote and expressed the frustration of

many people on the ground in the Bahamas. He worried that unless hotel development

and "real money" investment is attached to any project on the north shore of Eleuthera

the govemment will continue to postpone any definitive action on the protection and

enhancement of the site. Despite all of our work and the important archaeological

discoveries that were made, in June of 2009 Preacher's Cave was vacant and unprotected,

monitored on a weekly basis by one committed volunteer with no real authority, Jock

Morgan.
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An Action Plan for a Public Intellectual

Despite my frustrations, I could not abandon this project. One of the advantages

of working as a public intellectual is being outside of business, the academy, and the

government. My primary loyalty is to the site, the team of scholars who have worked

with me, and the Bahamian people. This position allows me to transcend boundaries and

move ahead while continuing to work toward the protection of the Preacher's Cave

National Heritage Site. I am known throughout the Bahamas for my affiliation with the

place itself, not any one institution. At Preacher's Cave, I have been on site, on and off

since l992, with important concentrated field work beginning in 2005. In this position I

can speak about Preacher's Cave at every opportunity, elevating the discussion for

cultural preservation above local politics so that we can proceed on this project while

educating the next generation on the importance of protecting all of their unique

Bahamian places and stories.

There is some indication that this strategy is working. I have participated in

interviews for both print and news media coverage, and was a guest on a local Bahamian

radio show answering questions and taking calls. Since the May 2007 election and

change of government, I have continued to promote the site and its protection at every

opportunity. In October 2007, at the request of Hubert Ingraham's govemment, I

presented a report at the African Diaspora Conference at Paradise Island, Bahamas, and

guided a private, after-conference tour to Preacher's Cave.

In March 2008, I was asked by Michael Pateman, Senior Assistant Archaeologist

with the Antiquities, Museums, and Monuments Corp., to join the session on Bahamian
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archaeology at the Society for American Archaeology meeting in Vancouver, British

Columbia. I presented a report on the historical archeology of the cave site, focusing on

the Eleutherian Adventurers and the seventeenth-century component of the project.

Although there was no formal panel on Preacher's Cave at the 2009 conference, our team

osteologist, William Schaffer, presented the findings of Lucayan Burials 9,10 and I l.

On a more local level, within the Bahamas, members of our team recently

presented the Preacher's Cave story at a Rotary Club in Nassau which has politically

important members. Preacher's Cave has also been photographed by Bahamian television

(ZNS) for a documentary about the ten most culturally important places in the country. I

was interviewed on site and provided information to the Bahamas Handbook, an

important business journal, for a feature article in their upcoming 2010 edition. Although

all this feels a bit like fishing, which all Bahamians love, these opportunities are

important because it is imperative to keep Preacher's Cave in the forefront of both the

academic and public sphere. Besides, after working in the Bahamas for almost twenty

years, I know that one well placed advocate could make the difference for the entire

project.

I have also learned in twenty years as an historic preservationist in both the

Bahamas and Florida that funding for a project is paramount. Many good ideas are never

realized because money is not available to proceed. This being the case, the next phase of

the development of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site should be an economic

plan that details monetary benefits to the local community and the government rather than

just vague speculation about how "good" this would be for the local population. Grants
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fund raising should also be pursued.

It's Better in the Bahamas

When I started work on this dissertation, I had hoped to conclude with a

description of the opening of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site. That has not

yet happened. But the frustrations of June2009 turned to optimism in July of that year

when, on a summer car ride down I-95 toward Miami, I noticed a billboard which brought

a smile to my face. There towering over the highway the sign read, It's Better in the

Bahamas. I did a mental accounting of all of the experiences and adventures that had

brought me to writing this dissertation. I thought about my collaborators and the children

of the Bahamas who visited Preacher's Cave soaking up their history. I remembered the

tourists who signed my guest book and said the cave was the best historic site in the

country. I marveled at our discoveries. Preacher's Cave is a project that has taken me

from the classroom, to the archives, to an important archaeological site. When I got

home I did a little research on the Ministry of Tourism website to see what was going on

in the islands and why they had reinstituted an old advertising campaign from the 1970s.

A posted video told the tale:

It's Better in the Bahamas
An iconic tourism mantra

that embodied a golden age of travel
yet never has been more relevant than today

Introducing
the rebirth of a phrase

that never left out hearts2r

2r www.tourismtoday.com, accessed July, 2009.
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In the next few days, I noticed a new television commercial from the Ministry of

Tourism with the classic It's Better in the Bahamasjingle. To my astonishment a few

video frames of Preacher's Cave had been added to the usual montage of boats, golf

courses, and beach scenes. Maybe someone in government was paying attention after all?

Someone was. A few days after I saw the TV spot I got an e-mail from Raymond

Harrison, an old friend who has worked at the Bahamian Ministry of Tourism for his

entire career. A new Minister of Tourism, The Honourable Senator Vincent Vanderpool-

Wallace had asked staffabout Preacher's Cave, read a copy of our 2006 report, and

wanted to know the status of the project. Raymond wondered if I could summarize

everything in a short letter to the Minister, requesting a meeting. Since I was working on

this dissertation, everything was fresh in my mind. I sent the note the next day and heard

back immediately. The Minister wanted Jock Morgan, Robert Can and me to come to

Nassau for a meeting to determine the fate of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site.

Bob and I headed out on the short flight from Fort Lauderdale to Nassau. Jock

came up on the boat from Spanish Wells. Also at the meeting were Vernice Walkine,

Director General of the Ministry of Tourism, Dr. Keith Tinker, Director of the

Antiquities, Museums, and Monuments Corp. and Eric Carey, Director of the Bahamas

National Trust. I had prepared a Power Point presentation and a handout of concerns and

talking points. The meeting lasted longer than the hour the Minister had allocated on his

schedule, but at the end he agreed that the land must be acquired, and the site protected

and promoted. He directed Dr. Tinker to complete a "Position Paper" within the month

to present the project to the Prime Minister and Cabinet for consideration. I have my
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fingers crossed.

In a guide book for travelers to Spain, Beebe Bahrami makes a point that could

well have been wrinen for Preacher's Cave.

Certain places possess the ability to suspend time, where the visitor leaves the
profane world and enters the eternal through the portal of the sacred. Some of
these places are natural sites long noticed by passing or settling gxoups tts
possessing this arresting, pulled-out-of-time quality. Other places married natural
assets with human-made sanctity and over time were carved and re-carved by
different peoples. . . Over the centuries it was simply known as a sacred spot. 22

Preacher's Cave is one of these sacred spots. But, it is also the place where the modern

country of the Bahamas laid its foundation. No where else in the nation do the stories of

three important components of Bahamian culture intersect. The Lucayans used the cave

as a burial spot, a portal to the "otherworld." The original English settlers buried their

dead here too, and also altered the natural space to become the first church in the

Bahamas. The free black settlers asked to join the Adventurers already on Eleuthei4 a

name that means "freedom."

Our hard work was finally paying off. The early guidebooks don't mention

Preacher's Cave at all. Now, on a web site called "Treasures of the Bahamas," sponsored

by the Ministry of Tourism, Preacher's Cave is listed as one of the major attractions on

Eleuthera. The writer of the copy encourages the tourist to "breathe the essence of the

l8th century when you stroll among the streets of Dunmore Town or say a prayer in

22 Beebe Bahrami, The Spiritual Traveler (Mahwah, New Jersey: Hidden Spring,
2009), ix.
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Preacher's Cave."23 That is exactly what Reverend Patick Copeland did in 1648 when

the Eleutherian Adventurem shipwrecked. He said a prayer. Now 361 years later, the

goverffnent of the modern Bahamas has realized that heritage is indeed value added and

is proceeding with the development of the Preacher's Cave National Heritage Site.

23www.treasurethebatnmas.com, accessed August 30, 2009. flunmorc Town is
the name of the historical village on Harbour Island.
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