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Many high level Contra commanders were 
brought to the United States and trained at the 

John F. Kennedy Special Warfare Center & 
School at Fort Bragg, NC. With the Contras 

trained and armed, they were on their way to 
usurping the Sandinista government of 

Nicaragua. Oliver North of the National Security 
Council was able to place two high level Contras, 
Norwin Meneses Cantarrero and Oscar Danillo 
Blandon (who were both known to have strong 
ties to the Medellin Cartel in Colombia), in the 
United States under the auspices of “Political 

Asylum.” Cantarrero and Blandon set up shop in 
California in 1985 with the express purpose of 

forming a relationship with a large scale American 
drug dealer to transport amounts of extremely 
potent, very inexpensive cocaine in order to 

further fund the Contra war.

The setup for this covert action required Leeden to 
persuade Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres to give 

Iran large quantities of U.S. weapons, which would 
then be reimbursed to Israel by the United States. 
But there was a catch. Since Sharia law (Islamic 

Law) forbade any transactions with the Jewish state, 
a proxy would have to be used to keep the 

status quo. 
Enter Mauncher Ghorbanifar, an Iranian 

Expatriate arms dealer. Ghorbanifar facilitated the 
arms deliveries to the Iranians and helped funnel the 

profits back to Leeden. For his role in this covert 
activity, Mauncher Ghorbanifar was not only paid 

handsomely but was provided with protection from 
prosecution. The Israelis were also well 

compensated for their role. Additionally, Israeli 
Mossad Intelligence officers were utilized in providing 

security for the arms deals. 
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Since the inception of its modern foreign policy, the 
United States government has sanctioned the undertaking 
of many geopolitical operations with the long-term goals 
being either stabilization or destabilization of a nation or 

region. During the 1980’s, the Reagan administration and 
the Central Intelligence Agency spearheaded a covert 

action where our government, using Israel as an 
intermediary, illegally sold weapons to Iran (which was the 
subject of an arms embargo) and funneled the profits to 
anti- communist guerilla fighters in Central America. As a 

direct result, Central American drug cartels began 
transporting and distributing mass quantities of cocaine in 

the U.S., this action and the invention of crack directly 
spawned the crack cocaine epidemic. Our research details 

the government’s actions and how they have effected 
millions of lives worldwide. 
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The American government knowingly entered into 
illegal deals where weapons were traded in order to fund 
the Contra movement and to subsequently traffic huge 
amounts of narcotics into the U.S.,  and our society has 
since been forever changed. Millions of lives have been 

destroyed – not just addicts and inmates, but their 
families as well. Crack has since been infused into pop 
culture through music and movies that glamorize drug 

dealers. Most of the people involved with the Iran-Contra 
Affair have never seen the inside of a correctional facility 
and the few who did have since been freed. Our futures 
were traded for guns and drugs 27 years ago and our 
society is still reeling from the effects. These events 
clearly explain how the United States became the 

ultimate casualty in the war on drugs. 


