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The current study examines whether 
situations are an entirely interpersonal 
phenomenon or if they have distinct 
psychological properties even in the absence 
of others. 
 
 
•  Situations are proposed to be one component of the 

“personality triad” that aims to predict behavior, cognition 
and feelings (e.g., Funder, 2006). 

•  The limited research on situations assumes that 
situations are interpersonal (i.e., they require at least one 
other person: Fournier, Moskowitz, & Zuroff, 2008; Reis, 
2009). 

•  It is possible that individual experiences of situations 
while alone may still be psychologically meaningful.  
 

 
 

1.  Do situations require at least one other person to be 
psychologically meaningful? 

2.  If they do not, in what ways are situations alone different 
or similar to situations with at least one other person? 

 
 
 
Participants 
 
•  167 individuals were recruited from Amazon’s Mechanical 

Turk.  
•  Only individuals with IP addresses in America were 

included in this sample. 

•  Gender: 65% female, 35% male 

•  Ethnicity:  
•  84% Caucasian 
•  5% Asian 
•  6% African-American 
•  5% Other 

 
Measures 
 
•  Riverside Situation Q-sort (RSQ; Sherman, Nave, & 

Funder, 2010; Wagerman & Funder, 2009)  
•  89-item measure of the psychological properties of 

situations. 
•  Sample items include, “Situation is playful”, “A job needs 

to be done”, “A quick decision is called for” 
 
Procedure 
•  Participants on Mturk were invited to complete the study in 

exchange for $0.50 compensation. 

•  Participants were instructed to describe in a few brief 
sentences one situation that they had encountered on the 
previous day (24 hours prior). Specifically: 

•  What were they doing (i.e., their behavior); 
•  Where where they performing the behavior; and 
•  Who or whom they were with (if anyone was with them 

at all). 

•  Participants used the RSQ to rate the psychological 
properties of the situation. 
 

Determining presence (absence) of another individual 
 
•  Each situation was coded for the presence (1) or absence 

(2) of others. 

•  80 participants were alone (e.g., “I was in the middle of my 
daily 4 mile jog, alone”, “I was painting my deck in the back of my 
house by myself”) 

•  87 participants were with at least one other person (e.g., “I 
was playing the board game ‘Sorry’ with my children”, “I watched a 
movie in my room with my girlfriend”) 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

• About half of the situations that participants reported took place 
without others present and seem to be psychologically different 
from situations when the person is alone. 

• Although some (e.g., Reis, 2009) have suggested situations are 
solely interpersonal, the data presented here suggest otherwise. 

• Future studies should test whether this finding still exists across 
multiple situations where the individual is alone or with others. 
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